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PROSPECTUS 


or 


Niles ^ National Register. 


JEREMIAH HUGHES, 


Epiror asp PROPRILTOR. 


Sixteen pages published every Saturdag---F'rice five dollars per ausum. 


Already has the Register attained an enviable reputation. 
Nearly the entire editiun of the fifty volumes published during 
the life time of the el'er Mr. Nixes, has been disposed vf, and 
the few remaining coptes in the handsof his administrators, are 
rapidly going off at the price fixed by the orphans’ court, 125 
dollars per set, bound. 

THE NEW SERIES of the work, in an enlarged form, and 
in a better sized type, commenced with September, 1856, since 
which a volume has been regularly completed every six months. 
Price $2 50 per volume, or 55 per annum. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS, at five dollars per annum, will he re- 
ceived, commencing either at the time of subscribing, or with 
the current or any preceding volume. 

The numbers will be forwarded by mail every week, carefully 
packed and direeted, or if preferred, they can be retained until 
a volume is completed, aud then forwarded to subscribers in 
volume. 

The present proprietor of the work has already introduced 
several very material improvements—amongst which, is not only 
a more comprehensive INDEX of the contents of each volume than 


has heretofore accompanied the work, but also a brief index of 


the contents of each separate number, contributing vastly to that 
convenience for reference, on which so much of the value of a 
register depends. 

Again, each number of the Register, instead ol'.haviug the 
articles promiscuously thrown into its pages, has them now ar- 
ranged, so far as they will admit, after the following plan : 


Ist. FOREIGN ARTICLES, ist, of a general character, as 
of Europe, &c. 2d, British affairs. 3d, France. 4th, Germany, 
and so of the various sovereignties and sections of the globe, 
succeeding geographically. 

2d. NATIONAL CONCERNS, 1st, of a general character, 
Executive, Diplomatic and Official Documents; Appointments, 
&c. 2d, Foreign relations, Trade, Commerce, Tariff. 3d, Con- 
cerns of the Departments. 4th, Post Office. 5th, Public Lands. 
6th, Army. 7th, Navy. Sth, Indian Frontier, &c. 

3d. STATES OF THE UNION, under heads arranged ge- 
ographieally, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, &c. in- 
cluding Statistics, Election returns, &c. 

4th. PASSING INCIDENTS, Local affairs of places, per 
sous, and including a regular account ol the latest market prices 
and statistics of staple articles, such as Flour, Cotton, Tobacco, 
&e. so as to furnish a regular compendium of each. 

5th. LAW AND CASES IN COURT, Trials and Legal 
Decisions. 

6th. POLITICS OF THE DAY, An impartial record of move- 
ments and principles of parties 

Tt. INVENTIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS in arts and 
manulactories, &e. 

8th. CONGRESSIONAL PROCEEDINGS axo SPEECHES, 
to the recording of which, a considerable portion of the work is 
necessarily devoted. 

9th. A CIIRONICLE, alphabetically arranged, occupies the 
last page of each number. 


Ox forwarding to his sebscribers ihe title page and index 
of the textu volume of the new series, or sixzizzir volume 
of the entire work, whieh this sheet will complete. the editor 
is bound in gratitude to acknowledge the many, favors that 
he has met with from an intelligent publie. as well as from 
cotemporaries, in eountenanciug and supporting the publica- 
ion, by aid of which, notwithstanding the peeuniary difliculties 
of the period that has transpired sinee he has had charge of 
the establishment, he is still eheered on to the performance 
of his task, and encouraged to devote every energy to its 
progress. 

To have eharge of one of the most authentic histories of 
events whieh have transpired within the last thirty years, as 
well as of innumerable reminiscenecs of interesting ineidents 
prior to that period—and of keeping up a eontinuanee of such 
a valuable register of events, is a responsibility of which the 
editor feels the full weight. The duties which such a posses- 
sion implies, requires that the whole soul should be enlisted 
in its perfurmanee—and also that a gencrous aid should be 
afforded by all who have it iu their power, without mate 
rial inconvenience, to eontribute to the work. The editor 
ventures to solieit that aid in behalf of so important an un- 
dertaking. 

The first object of the publieation is to furnish readers with 
an authentic and impartial aeeount of passing ineidents,—- 
a record of those important official statistics to which refer- 
enee can be made, with full eonfidenee in their aecuracy, on 
any future oceasion. Of thc value of the work in this respect. 


no bcttcr testimony need be adduced than is afforded hy the 
frequeucy of the appeals that public men all over the union, 
make to its pages, upon almost every topic of diseussion.— 
His well known that during the reeent ardent political strug- 
gle in this eountry, Nines’ Kre@ister was a never failing ma- 
gaze froin which parüzans on either side derived the faets, 
speeches, and reports in relation both to men and things that 
eame under review. The work eoustitutes, in. short, as au- 
thentic and eomprehensive materials for the msron of the 
period elapsed smee its pubheation was eommeneed, as ever 
were placed iu the hands of a historian of any period. 

The value of such a work in the library of an Ameriean 
eitizen who looks towards public lite, is inestimable. Judge 
Curra. Dorsey, the compiler of the now pubheation of the 
“Laws of Maryland,” and who was, previous to his appoint- 
ment to the bench, long recognised as one of the most talent- 
ed members of the legislature of Maryland and a leading 
politician of the state, lately remarked to the editor, “One 
great seeret of the advantage which 1 always eontrived to 
have over my opponents on any question coming before the 
legislature for diseussion, Was owing not so much tw an ex- 
eellent memory, which was eredited to me, for being so well 
posted up with facts to which i eould recur. and which others 
had forgotten, as to the precaution 1 used, never to go to 
Annapolis without taking with me ty full set of Niles’ Regis- 
ter, to the pages of whieh I had nothing to do but to appeal; 
and, sir, I never did go there without taking the whole of them 
with inc." 


Viggo 


INDEX TO VOLUME LX. 


A 


Abolition Convention 16, proceedings of convention 
at Warsaw 40; candidates nr president and vice presi- 
dent, nomination for state officers in Vermont 240, 400 
Abstract of proceedings of congress 336 
Adams co. Pennsylvania, no prisoner in jailof 105 
Adams, J. Quincy—letter fromn,-concerning Amis- 
tad 116; when mimster to G. Britain 210; amendment 
proposed by, to rules of house 223; resolution by on 
expression by congress on Harrison’s death 224 
Address of President Tyler 97 
Affairs of Connecticut, see gov. Ellsworth's speech 
on 199 
Africa—arrival from Monrovia, healthy, sugar and 
coffee exported from, produce of eoffee tree in, average 
of coffee trees; slave factories broken up 18; expedition 
to revictual Miliana and Medeah, Algeria declared 
under martial law 129; novel mission to 145; resolution 
on president's messaze relative to trade of, adopted 
in house of representatives 300 
Africans, the, of the Amistad liberated 206, 208 
Agriculture—appropriations for 240; board of — 363 
Agricultural rank of states HS; appropriation to, in 
New York 1 
Aids of gen. Harrison 84 
Akron, mills in 240 
Alubama—bill m house represent’ ves for establishing 
additional land office in 12; electoral vote 39; state bank 
eondition of 11; ra'e of interest and punishment for usury 
in 117; law for holding special election passed 173; cri- 
minal code of 189; message of gov. Bagby 200; congres- 
sional eleetion ia 272 
Albany—division of wards in 89; funeral honors to 
Gen. Harrison in 11 
Alexander, Ashton, M. D. consulting physician during 
gen. Harrisun’s illness 84 
Alexandre, French ship; bill reported to refund duties 
to, pussed and returned to senate 30 
Alford, Mr. (Georgia) member of house ol representa- 


tives of United States 221 
Algiers. col. Cavaignae’s success against 51 


Allen, Mr. of Maine, member of house of representa- 
tives 221 
Allen, T'homas, elected publie printer, to senate of U. 
States 253 
Allen, Mr.of Ohio, in U. S. senate 218; motion on joint 
message to president Tyler 218 
Alston, Mr. Willis, shoots general Reid 191; bond of, 
for appearance in court 258 
Aluminous salts 8U 
Amendment of journal of congress 12 
America Central, lectures on 1445 antiquities of 191 


American Societies, viz.: 

Temperance union—celebration of 204; Bible So- 
ciety, twenty-fifth anniversary of 204; seamen's 
friend society, anniversary of 205; foreign Evangelical 
society, anaiversary of 205; New York Sunday school 
society, anniversary of 205; home mis. soc. report ot 205, 
tract society, sixteenth anniversary of 205; colonization 
society, 9th anniversary of 295; anti-slavery society, 


anniversary of 205 
American and forcign anti-slavery society, first anni- 
versary of 206 
American funds, London quotations on 210; wool 
produets 290 
, American Sentinel, extract from on presidential elec- 
tion : 57 
American history, Jared Sparks’ industry relative 10 

i I 
Ameriean, manufactures, trotters, antiquitics of Cen- 


tral 169 
American vessels, resolution of inquiry relative to 
seizure of, passed house of representatives 299 
American citizens, resolutions relative to, in Van Dic- 
man's Land presented to U. S. senute 330 
Amistad, decision of supreme court relative to 32, 64; 
ppinion of supreme court of U. S. on 10; slave Antonio 
96; letter of. J. Q. Adams eoncerning 116; Africans ol 
the 208; one of the drowned 400—see Africa. 
Andrews, Mr. (Kentucky? member of house of 
presentatives of U, S. E 


re- 
33 


Andrews, Mr. (Ohio) member of house of represen- 
tatives U. S. 221 
Animal chymry 240 
Anniversaries, religious 204 
Annual expenses of government in Connecticut 156 
Anthracite furnace blown up 56; price of coal in Phi- 
ladelphia 80; market of coal 304 
Antigua, lire at 176 
Antiquities of Central America 191; Stevens’ work 


on 256, 368 
Anti-slavery societies, anniversary of 205, 206 
Antonio, slave of Cape Ferrar 96 


Apalachicola, communication submitted relative to 
survey of bay 294 
Appointments by the president 1, 18, 34, 51, 66, 58, 
103, 113, 130, 146, 163, 179, 273, 290, 305, 323, 

337, 369, 385 

Apportianment of representatives according to cen- 
sus 954 
Appropriation bill in senate referred to committee on 
finances 7, 9; reduction. of salaries considered, Mr. 
Galbraith's resolution on. debates on resumed 9; Cave 
Johnson’s amendment relative to retrenchment, &c. 
for, on coast surveys, on for furniture fur president's 
house, for annual repairs to the capitol, for annual re- 
pairs to president's house, for treasury building improve- 
ments, for patent office, for jail, for post office building 
10; for Alexandria court house, lor pay of stone cutters 
and others, fur salaries to ministers to foreign courts, fur 
arrearages incurred in preserving neutrality, for trans- 
portation of mail considered, for repairs to Potomac 
bridge carried 11; Mr. Thompson's amendment rela- 
tive to officers fees, &c. passed; for New York custom 
house arrearages, for expenses incurred by custom 
house collector of New York, tor furniture for presi- 
dents house, for Alexandria court house, for mission 
to Mexico, fur postmaster, for survey of Mexican coast 
concurred in 12; for navy, passed, engrossed and sent 
to senate, tor the military road on the western frontier, 
various amendments on 13; for snppressiog Florida 
hostilities, debated 14; passed 15; for Indian de- 
partment, various amendments concurred in, bill passed 
and sent to senate. amounts of Indian 15; amendments 
proposed for, for. forts, Mr. Cushing’s remarks 27; for 
national foundry proposed 28; three amendments pro- 
posed, bill passcd 29; for military academy, passed und 
sent to senate, for survey considered, for civil and di- 
plomatie expenses passed, further amendments to 
various bills for, passed, for West Puint military aca- 
demy, the bill finally passed both houses 29; amount of, 
passed 31 
Appropriations, report of clerk of house of represen- 
tatives of United States on 59; on to Mrs. Harrison in 
the house of representatives 287; to family of general 
Harrison, bill reported in U. S. senate on 294; for forti- 
fications considered 319; bill eonsidercd 332, 333, 334; 
bill for reported in house of represcutatives 335; passed 
ib. 349; (see fortification) fur outfits and salaries 365; 
bill reported for variuus 333; bill reported in house of 
representatives for makiog for present session 295; bill 
for, passed in eommittee of whole 299; bill reported for 
various, and referred to committee of the whole — 302 
Arab vessel, Sultanee 14 
Arbuckle, gen. resolution relative to removal of 215; 
Mr. Sevier’s remarks on, laid on the table 213, 81 
Archer, W. 8. elected United States senator. frum 


Virginia 16; qualified in U. S. senate 46, 215 
Archemedean screw 331 
Arca of Ohio 172 


Arkansas, rates of interest and punishment for usury 
in 117; extraet from Lith: Rock Guze'te on. Indian 


troubles of 1205 cliinate in, acconnt of 159; table of 
census of p 197 
Armanent, for China 323 


Armies, statistics of 192 
Armistad, col. E. H. sword delivered to deputy of 16; 
relieved from command in Florida 208—3ee army. 
Armory, resolution in relation to, laid over 114 
Anmory, at Harper's Ferry see 104 
Artny—recruits for, inteligence from Fort Russell, 
livur. Albertis, attack upon Indians, loss 21; col. Har- 
ney Yi: fetter giving an account of heut. Albertis” gal- 


lantry 54; gen. Scott moves towards Niagara, general 
orders, promotions and Spore casualties, resig- 
nations, deaths, dismissal, reappointment, court of in- 
quiry, verdict of court 68; gen. Scott, letter from St. 
Ausustine 89; cadets at military academy, advices from 
Florida, death of lieut. Woodruff 131; marines reach 
Norfolk, express from Fort Soelling on Indian troubles 
148; account of troubles at Fort Snelling 161; inspec- 
tion of military works at Fort Munroe and Rip Raps by 
major gen. Scott, colonel Bankhead and major general 
Macomb, gen. Wonl's tour of inspection, marriage of 
lieut. Larkin, Wild Cat's visit to Fort Pierce, Indian 
signs at New Smyrna, mail rider killed by Indians, 
burial by captain B. Beall, death of Maxcy Hadjo, se- 
cond shipment of Indians announced, col Worth de- 

arts for Carloosahatchie, illness of, in Florida, Fort 
Ria) and Holmes healthy 196; gen. Armistead re- 
lieved from command of the, of Florida, col. Worth 
sneceeds to command 203; geaeral orders no. 29, gen. 
Armistend relieved from Florida service, thanks of de- 
partment of war to gen. A., col. Worth ordered to com- 
mand of Florida army, president's directions relative to 
relief of officers, officers of general staff report to and 
receive instructions from commanding officer 210, 211; 
sickness at Fort King 226; maj. gen. Scott's return to 
New Jersey, brig. gen. Armistead arrived at Washing- 
ton, sickness in Tienda 260; colonel Worth in Florida 
274; general orders on gen. Macomb's death, official 
arrangement for funeral, list of names examined and 
approved as assistant surgeons, persons promoted 291; 
gcneral orders, aecounts from Florida 324; tribute. to 
sen, Macomb, majors Mapes and Churchill, captains 
Hain and Zelman constitute the board of examination, 
gencral orders 333; brig. zen. Taylors reply to invita- 
tion ro publie dioner 353; Coacoochee’s band yield to 
col. Worth, 1st regimeot of infantry ordered to Fort 
Crawford, scout, major Childs sick, yellow fever 370; 
removal of United States troops 371; Indians coming 
in to col. Worth, Florida troops sick, removal of 2d re- 
giment 383; general orders, promotion appointments, 
corps of engineers 402; snpernumerary officers ib.; ca- 


sualties, deaths, dismissed 403 
Arnold, Mr. Tennessee, house of rep. U. S. 223] 
Arostook country 290 


Arrington, Mr. of North Carolina, member of the 
house of rep. of the U. States A 221 
Arrearages, message from the president on certain 


349 
Artesian wellin Paris. sO 
Artificial light. comparative enst of 14 
256 


Artillery of Boston, anniversary of 
Arsenals, resolution adopted that copy of report of 
inspector of, be transmitted to house of representatives 


300 
Asparagus, paper manufactured of 384 
Asterium 384 


Atherton, Mr. of New Hampshire, member of bouse 


of representatives of U States 221 
Atmospheric air 230 
Attorney-geueral, see J. J. Crittenden Is 
Austria, army statisties 132 
Austria, corps of observation of, where formed 257 
Axles 354 


A ylmere, new tragedy, notice of 924 

Aycricg, Mr. of New Jersey. member of the house 

of representatives of the United States 221 
B. 

Babcock, Mr. of New York, member of house at 


representatives uf U. S. . 221 
Bagby, gov. message of to legislature of Alabama 
200 


Baker, Mr. of Massachusetts, member of house of 


representatives of U. S, pel 
Balloons, experiments on in Fiance 236 
Ballot, on voting lor speaker by, 222; on election at 
offivers for senate 258 


Bultimore—collve trade 32; request of relative to it- 
neral bonors of president of United States 114; funeral 
honors by, to gen. Harrison 113 

Banks, J. whiz candidate for governor of Pennsy!- 

| vania 39 


1v 


INDEX. 


Bancroft, G. collector of Boston resigned 32 
Banks, Mr. of Virginia, member of honse of repre- 
sentatives of United States 221; enquiry relauve to name 
being called, certificate of election read ib 


Banks—of Distriet of Colunibia, bill for extending 
charter taken np, amendments proposed G; 7; resola- 
tions of Delaware relative to congressional proceedings 
on 9; resumption item 16; legislative proceedings of 
Delaware relative to; suspend in lllinois 22; bill trom 
for extending charters of in District of Columbia sus- 
pended 29; the effect of failure of United States bank 
ou Michigan 32; disenssion relative to notes 32; panic 
in New York, "red back notes," association 38; Peu- 
ple's of New Jersey rechartered, vote in New Jersey 
on restriction of; suspension in North Carolina, Vir- 
ginia banks 39; of Ilinois 40; the of Georgia suspend, 
diseounts of in New York, sale of Virginia stock 45; 
tabular statement of the of Pennsylvania, gov. Sew- 
ard signs bill relative to preferences in protested 
notes 46; of Uaited Statesof Pennsylvania 61; bill for 
relief of in Pennsylvania passed 70; law of Virginia in 
reference to, debts of in Alabama, exhibit af in T'en- 
nessee, report of majority and minority committees on | 
in Ohio 71; comments on tbe U. States bank in Great 
Britain, amount of stocks of the U. States bank in. Eu- 
rope 82; meeting of officers of the U, States bank in 
Pennsylvania 89; Bostau dividends, Miller's of Clyde, 
Richinond suspension, resignation ot president of the 
U- States bank, election of col. Dayton for 96; gov. Por- 
ters veto of bill in Pennsylvania, application in behalt 
of U. States hank of Pennsylvania, bill prohibiting pas- 
gage of small notes in Missouri 105; report of commit- 
tee of investigation of U. States bank of Pennsylvania 
105, 106, 107, 103, 109; gov. Porter's reason for 
vetoing bill for better goverument of, &c. 117; or of 
U. States bank, version of by the New York American 
121; Mr. Dunlap's letter, letters on from Messrs. Bin- 
ney and Biddle 122; J. Cowperthwait’s letter on 123, 
124; decision on 128; vote of chamber of commerce of 
New York in favor of anational 131; Mr. Biddle’s let- 
ters on the U.S. bank 136, 137, 133, 139; of state of 
New York, trustees appointed for the U. States bank 
144; relief billof Pennsylvania passed 149; Mr. Bid- 
dle’s fourth letter coneerning the U. States bank 154; 
ot United States 160; of in Great Britain 161; of com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, U. States bank excepted 
169; refusal of to accept relief bill 187; Lackhart vs. 
the af United States 188, South Carolina on national 
189; of United States of Pennsylvania, nates, a nation- 
al 192; report from investiganng committee on affairs 
of the United States of Pennsylvania, report of the 
U. S. h. of Pa. resolutions, &c. 201, 202, 203, 201; rab- 
bery of the of Frederick conuty, president of Frank- | 
fort arrested, Union of Mississippi voted to wiad up | 
affairs, the of Louisiana oilers reward for apprehen- 
sion of teller, nutes of the of Miehigan not received 
by auditor general, suicide of J. L. Moore, guilty of 
frands, stock of the Pennsylvania 208; state of in 
Georgia 215; 221; petition for re:charter of Washing- 
ton, Mr. Clay’s remarks on and resolution concerning, 
debate on, resolution proposing a national 235; resolu- | 
tions of New York chamber of commerce on nalion- | 
al; suit against Diddle directed 256; report of commit- 
tee for national 203, 259; Wheeling notes refused | 
262; plan of liscal for United States submitted to the 
senate 252; petitions from the Union of Georgetown 
253; memorials from Patriotic and Alexandria referred 
254; memorial of chamber of commerce for national 
354; robbery of the of Frederick county 258; peti- 
tion for a national presented to United States senate 
233; bill for revival ot certain discussed, engrossed 
und recommitted 294; ib. debated 295; a natiunal de- 
bated i.; amendment to fiscal, debated 296; petition 
uf New York for national ib.; debate on liscal and 
Mr. Bayard's substitute 296; debate resumed 297; reso- 
lution of enquiry relanve to passed house of repre- 
sentatives 299; n fiscal considered in United States 
senate 314, 315, 316; bill to revive the of the District of 
Columbia reported with amendments in Unued States 
Senate 316; board of trade of New York petition for 
331; umendments to bill for and laid on tulle 332; bill 
to incarporate a liseal referred to committee of whole 


| referred to hause of representatives 350; motion to print 


curred in by United States senate 410; proceedings of 
meeting in Virginia on, and Ohio 412, 413; bill to in- 
corporate subscribers to fiseal of corporation passed 
huase of representatives 414, robbery 416 

Bankrapt bill—Mr. Clay declares it unconstitutional 
to include banks in the compalsatory process 7; law of 
in Wisconsin 71; petitions of New York for 238; peti- 
tions for 266, 251; petition for law 252, 283; petitions 
concerning 294; bill introduced in United States senate 
establishing aniform system of 266; bill reported 295, 
296; resolution in relation to adopted in house of re- 
presentatives 300; petitions and resolutions for referred 
to committee ou jadiciary 301; communication and pe- 
tition 302; petitions for presented 330, 331; passage of 
bill in house of representatives announced to senate 395; 
vate on amendments in senate ib. resolution and debate 
in house of representatives on 335, 345, 396; reported 
as amended in U. S. senate, engrossed and passed 246; 


Broekway, Mr., of Connecticut, member of house 
of representatives of United Ststes 221 
Bronson, M;., of Maine, member of house of repre- 
sentatives of United States 221 
Brooks, A. T., law in trial of 284 
Brooklyn, proceedings of, relative to gen. Harrison's 
death 100; elections in 105; ehange in eommand at 
navy yard of 196 
Brown, C., of Pennsylvania, member of house of 
representatives United States 221 
Brown J, of Pennsylvania, member of house of rep- 
resentatives United States 221 
Browne, Mr., of New York, member of house of 
representatives of United States 221 
Brown, Mr. of ‘Tennessee, member of house of rep- 
resentatives of United States 221 
Buchanan, Mr., remarks on correspondence rela- 
tive to nartheastern boundary question 8; appeared iu 


extra copies rejected 366, 352, 396, 397, 26; 393; que-tion 
on final passage in honse of representatives — 395, 412 

Bankrupt law— petitions relative to 331, 334, 351, 643; 
bill for nniform ordered to be printed 366, 383; pe 


tions fur from Saratoga 897; resolution on signed 3958 | 


remonstrance against 410, 41]; petitioners to 434 
Bankrapteies, of England, of Paris 128 
Barhonr James, when minister to Great Britain 210 
Barbonr, Judge, Funeral ceremonies of 7; death an- 

nounced in hoase of representatives 13; character af 16 
Barelay, eapt., English pedestrian, arrival of 6 
Barelay, Mr. novel mission of to Atrica 145 
Barnard, Mr. of New York, member of house of 

representatives of United States 221 
Barrow, Mr. of Louisiana, in United Ststes sen- 

ate 213 
Barrow, Alexander, of Louisiana, qualified as Uni- 

ted States senator 46 
Barton, Mr., of Virginia, member of house of repre- 

sentatives of United States 221 
Bates, Mr. of Massachusetts, in United States sen- 


ate 218 
Bates, Mr. 1 
Battare case 189 
Baadin, vice admiral 363 
Bavaria, army of 192 


Bayard, Mr. of Delaware, in U. States senate 218 


Bealle, Mr., elected assistant doorkeeper 238 
Bee business 352 
Beet paper 416 
Beet root sugar 48 
Bell, capt., sword delivered to deputy of 16 


Dell, J., see war department 
senton, Mr of Missouri, in United States senate 
218; motion of enquiry into treasury department 221 
Berrien, J. McPherson, of Georgia, qualified as Uni- 
ted States senator 46; in United States senate 218 
Bethune, Rev. Dr. and lady, sail far Mediterranean 
924 
Bible society delegates to twenty-fitth anniversary 
32 
Biddle, N., 32; letter from on United States bank 
122, 123, 154, 153, 156, 157, 158; suit against 358 
Bidlack, Mr., of Pennsylvania, member of honse of 
representatives of United States 221 
Binney, Mr. letter from on United States Bank 122 


Biography, of James Monroe 304 
Dirds, number sent to national institute 196 


Birdseye, Mr. of New York, member of house of 


representatives of United States 221 
Bishops, appointments of 16 
Blackman, E., death of 336 


Blair, Mr. of New York, member of house of rep- 
resentatives of United States 92) 
Blair & Rives, resolution of dismission as printers to 
congress 46; letter from tu United States senate 47 
3uardman, Mro of Conneentat, member of house 
of representatives of United States 221 
Bodisco, M. A. de, Rassian minister, address of to 


| president flarrison of Uniied States 34; address of to | 


president ‘Tyler 130 
Bonaparte, Joseph, popularity of 43; illness of — 129 
June-business 212 


335; to continue corporate existence of in District of 
Columbia 335; robberies of 336; bill for fiscal consid- | 
ered, amendments proposed 316, 347; ill fur fiseal | 
passed United States senate 319; renewal of charters | 
of considered ib; bill for in house. of representatives uf | 
United States, referred to committee. of. whole 354; re- i 
marks on passage of bill for fiseal 358; for extension of 
charters ot distriot engrossed 363; bill for fiscal passed 
366, 367, 369; forcign 365; hill creating a listal sent to 
president 309, debate on tll tor vhartcring 371, 372, 
373, 371, 375, 316, 377; debate on proceedings of Vir- 
ginians relative to 377; bill 'o continue in. force ehar- 
ter of the of. District of Columbia passed senate 378; 
memorials on 350; debaied im house of representa- 
tives 350; bill for national reported in house of re- 
presentatives and passed 351; ie of bill for ib; 
District 353; of. Soutli Carolina 834; proceedings of 
meeting in Portsmouth, Va. on, in. United States sen- 
atc 393; proceedings of citizens of Buckingham county 
an, presented in senate ib; presidents veto on eharter 
for hseal of United States 391, 394; consideration of 
veto messuge postponed 395; debates on ib; bill for 
fiscal finally rejected 396; resolunous of mecuags on 
fiseal of United States presented to louse of represents 
tives, resolutions ut ineetings in. Ohio on incorporation 
of national 397; James Robson's appointment to 
presideney ot the U. S, bank of Pa. 400; Mr. Cluy's re- 
marks on veto 403; Mr. Wise en fiscal of United 
States 406; amendments ef house to Phetret bill ean 


| representatives of the United Siatea 


Booth, James, appointed chief justice of Delaware 71 
Borden, Mr., of Massachusetts, member of house of 
representatives of United States 201 
Boston—ice trade in $0; proceedings of relative to 


president Harrison’s death 101; wealth, taxation. 123; 
anniversary of artillery of 256; directory 352 
Boston and Lowell railroad, harbor 13; pott of 160 


Botts, Mr. of Virginia, member of hoase of represen- 
tatives of United Siates 7 221 
Boundary—between United States and Texas, north 
eastern 225; complenon of 337; troubles 334; dificul- 


ties 53; ste 104 
Bouque!, French 41b 
Bounty, vn silk 205 


Boyd, Mra af Kentucky, member of house of rep- 


resentatives of United States 221 
Drace, maj., a Swede, enters Turkish service 162 
Branch mint, pehtions from Georgia relative to 235 


Brazil—slavery in 146; minister to, expiration of 


treaty with 369 
Bread=tulf 416 
[:readstutls, product of in United States 1n 


Brewster, Mr.,of New York, member of house of 


representatives 991 
Bribery , 400 
Bridge of Marizza, falling of 195 


Brigu: 


s, Mr,of Massachusetts, member of house of 
221 


Pinisi ourrage 128; clothe, abstraet of 123 


United States Senate 218; on motion to print presi- 


| den''s message 221 
Bunker-hill monument 208 
Burglars, arrested 176 


Burke, Mr., of New Hampshire, member of house 
of representatives of United States 221 
Burnet, jadge, emotion on declining to deliver eulo- 
gy on gen. Harrison's death 114 
Barvs, patent solar compass 131 
Butler, S. H., of Soath Carolina, member of house of 
representatives of United States 22] 
Butler, W , of South Carolina, member of house of 
represeulatives of United States 221 
Butler, Mr., of Kentucky, member of house of rep- 
resentatives of United States 22] 
Batler, B. F., letter from to collector of New York 


20; resignauun of 32 

Batter 330 
[65 

Cabinet, the new — 18 

Cairo, favorable location for 112 


Calforma, coasting trade in, drought in, fires, de- 
struction of cattle 178 
Caldwell, Mr. of North Carolina, member of house 
of rep. United States 291 
Caldwell, Mr. of South Carolina, member of house 
of rep. U. 3. 22] 
Calhoan, Mr. of Massachusetts, member of house 
of representatives of United States 221 
Calhoun, Dr. Samuel, death of 112 
Calhoun, J. C. visit and abstract of speech by 214; 
in United States senate 215; on message to president 
of United States . 218 
Call, gov. joy at election of, in Florida 132 
Campbell, 'l'. J. ot Tennessee, member of house of 
rep. U. S. 231 
Campbell, Mr. of South Carolina, member of house 
of representatives of U. S. 221 
Campbell, W. B. of Tennessee, member of house of 
rcp. of United States , 82 
Canada—election riots in 66; result. of elections in, 
riot at Toronto, adjonrnment of New Brunswick legis- 
lature, address of speaker on that occasion 83; fall of 
| part of Cape Diamond 195; policy of Great Britain to- 
wards 369, 354 
Canals—of Indiana 40; across the Isthmus of Pana- 
ma 45; navigation 64; the Morris 70; the Tidewater 
80; Chesapeake and Ohio 59, 112; the Louisville and 
Portland 120; the New York entirely navigable 144; 
the Atlantic and Pacific 160; of Olio 172; trade by 
176; on appropriations fur 166, 167; statistics of, in 
Pennsylvania 138; commerce of Cleveland 190; New 


Haven and Northampton, breach in the Erie 212; of 
New York 304; of New York 400 
Candia, account of insurrection 290, 323 


Caroline, seizure of the, acconnt of 135, 136; account 
of burning ol, by colored man in London 171 
Caruthers, Mr. of Tennessee, member of house of 


representatives of U.S. ——— 2 0O 221 
Caster oil, manufactured in Illinois 400 
Cathedral catholic 90 
Catholie bishops 224 
Cattle, sale of 224 


Cary, Mr. of Virginia, member house of rep. Ens 
States 22 
Censors, whigs eleeted for, of Vermont 131 
Census-—of New Brunswick, of United States 50; 
of lilinois 124; returns of the new 163; of Ohio 172; 
ot New Jersey 187; of Arkansas 197; of Lockport 224; 
of Saint Petersburgh (6; of Sandwich Islands 225; 
table of the, of the United States 273; abstract of 
aggregate presented to United States Senate 295; com- 
uninieation on, in house of representatives of U. States 
302; w extend time for taking m Louisiana and Ken- 
tucky 331, 334; bill on, referred tu select committee of 
bouse of 10 p. 350; names of cammittee 15.; bill reported 
263, 351, 413; ani nded and passed house of represen- 
tatives 415 
Central America i . 191 
Chacon, George, vice consul for spain at Philadelphia 


Change of administration, gov. Ellsworth on 198 
Chumbeis, col. J. o£ Kentacky, appointed gov. of 
| Iowa 66; estimation of, by gen. Darrisou 81; last scene 


in relerence to funeral ot president Mt 
Champagne wine 400 


Charleston, 8. Carolina, resolution passed by citizens 
|o}, in behalt of Mrs. Harrison 254 


Charleston, Massnehuscts, proceedings of, rclative to 
dennse of president 1armson. 101 
| Cheap bre ad, &c. cries for. in England 240 


Channeal and dye-stefls. manufactniers memorial in , 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Lin 395; memorial on, ordered to be printed 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal 
Childs, Mr. 
presentatives of U.S. , 
China—1mcgotiutoii with, not concluded, gloomy ap- 
rehensions, KX shan succeeds commissioner bin, 14 
anton, admiral Eiliott at Chusan, deaths of Britis 
troops at, naval force of Great Britain against Lin's 
memorial to emperor of 15; examination of gov. Lin, 
seizures by, Keshen, the statesman, imperial commis- 
sion to settle matters, Dr. Parker's letter on affairs of 50; 
shuffling and delay ot, admiral Elliotts cireular, arrival 
at Tongkoo, fire on boat 82; Stanton liberated, Keshen's 
proceedings 53; proceedings in 1455 final settlement of 
differences with Great Britain, attack on Bogne forts. 
losses by, estimated, Tyeucktow fort tuken, attack ot 
junks in Anson’s Lay, arrangemonts of treaty between, 
and Great Britain, paruenlars of treaty, Eliot's mani- 
festo, withdrawal of forces from Bogue, Hongkong 
taken possession of, opinin trade, tea crops 162; silk 163; 
population and army uf 192; ee to procrastinate, 
trade suspended with, cul. sir |. Pettinger snpereedes 
Mr. Elliott 209; capture of Bogue foris and Canton by. 
British, Chusan given. up to Chinese, proclamation of 
chief superintendent 255; ancient temperature of 272; 
commissioner to 304; eaptnin Elliott at Canton, sir H. 
Govgh commander-in-chicf of land forces in, loss of, 
in vanous engagements, British armament against 323; 
proclamation ib.; Canton in possession of Great Bri- 
tain 363; trade open, American 
Elliotts circular in 455: teas 
Chinn, Y. W. appointed president board of publie 


works (Lou.) 256 
Chittenden, Mr. of New York, meniber of house ot 


E 
59 


5 


rep. United States 2o 
Chuy, Mr. lawyer, death of big 
Chloride of lime, duty asked on 392 


Choate, Mr. of Massachusetts, in United States se- 


nate 918 
Choate, the hon. Rufus, of Massachusetts, United 
States senate 7i 
Choctaw reservations, bill engrossed in senate 7 


Cincinnati, lot purchased for catholic cathedral in 90; 
an nual exports ut 160; procecdings of, on hearing ofthe 
death of president Harrison 102 


Circular from department of state 51 
Claims, chairinan of committee on, 500 
Clarke, W.G. death and sketch of character 256 


Clarke, S. N. of New York, member of house of re- 
presentatives of United States 221 
Clarke, J. C. of New York, member of house af re- 
presentatives of United States pul 
Clarke, Mr. elected clerk to house of representatives 
of Uuited States 223 
Claxton, commodore, death of pay! 
Clay—Mr. on position relative to British affairs 8; re- 
ply to Mr. Cuthbert 95 on rights of eitizens children born 
abroad 7; reconciliation wnh Mr. king 47; health of 
61; debate on prospective pre-emption 91, 95; reaches 
home 112; in United States senate 215; on motion 10 
print president’s message, chairman of committee on 
finance 221; on bank, on business to be transacted of 
extra session 238; speech of, on executive Inessage ve- 
toing bank bill 403 
Clayton, Mr. of Delaware, of United States senate 


Claytoa, J. M. rumor of appointment of 179 
Clerk, on eleciion uf in house ofrepresentatives 222 
Cleveland, commerce of 219 
Clitford, Mr. of. Maine, member of house of repie- 
sentatives of United Stutes 221 
Cloth, new species 32 


Goal—-American, quality imported, duty of Great 
Britain 96; and on United States 160, 192; market of 
anthracite 304, 320; in Turkey 353 

Coast. proviso on appropriations for continuing sor- 
vey of 10; Mexican 11; resolutions relative to survey of 
the, of United Sates adopted in house of representa- 
tives 300 


Coddington, Mr. postmaster of New York, resigned 
2 

Coffee, production of, in the world 335 
Cotice, memorial relative to imports of 410 
Coles, Mr. member of house of representatives of 
United States 221 
Collectors of customs, appointments of 273 
Collector of New York, resignation of, and nomina- 
tion lor new, correspondence, &c. 20 
Colonization society (American) receipts of 80; anni- 
versury of the New York 305; receipts of treasury of 
336 


Colonization society, contributions to 
Colonization convention, of Maryland, 
and resolutions of 23 
Colsson, C. Z. reward offered for appre^ension of 208 
Commerce, (see trade), statement of quarter annual 
arrivals in eertain ports 111; restrictive system of Great 
Britain 130; treaty of, between Great Britain and 
Texas 177; letter on relations of United States and 
Great Britain 179; of Quebec 298; chairman of com- 
mittee on 221; presidents message relative to, submitted 
to committee on 245; imports and exports of United 
States tonnage, shipping 274; statement and table $53; 
communication tron French minister relative to, re- 
ceived by house of representatives 367; on 335; between 


416 


proceedings 
227 


Great Britain and United States 401 
Commercial houses of New Yerk 157 


Commissioners, investigation by 179; houses of New 
York | 157 

Committee—joint, wait on, president to inform him 
of quorum of two houses in congress assembled, 


of New York, member of house of den) 


hh Har 


INDEX. 


amendment proposed, rejected 215; appointed in house | 
of representatives relative to gen. Marrison's death 223; 
standing, of senate 231; standing, of house of repre- 
sentatives 239; on appointment of standing 271; selec’. 
ai house of representatives 297; inembers of select, on 
of president relative to removal of general 
on's remains 300; of a, ot management for gen. 
Macomb’s funeral 301; time tor debate in, of whole 
limited 307 
Cone, Rev. Mr. on union 226 | 
Congress—the next 16; adjournment. resolution, 
speaker's address 30; list of nc's passed 31; exira ses- 
sion called 33; adjournment of senate 47; members of, 
in attendatice on gen, Harrison's funeral 98; elections 


a 


ships in, teas, silks, | 


192; twenty-seventh, list of inembers of, rates of repre- 
sentation m 195; first sessina of twenty venth 215; | 
business of 416; ubstract of prucendiags of 336; none | 
of proceedings in 335; debate on arrest of disorderlv 


person in senate 394 
non 


Conkle, Jude, 


| proceeds to Lockport 36; 


Congreve rockets 
memotial of, in house of representa- 
tives 2g 
Connecticnt—foreign trade and commerce of, sehoul 
fund 22; election in 96, 105; rate of interest and pn- 
nishment for usury in 117; table uf elections in. 125; 
election of governor 131; state military convention in 
166: anual session of legislature, clerks chosen beyond 
its own lody, gov. Ellsworth’s messages financial con- 
dition, official eanvass 186; sp «ch of gov. Ellsworth to 
lewislature of 195, 199, 200; state prison report 211; 
New [Haven and Northampton cana; model state 212: 
resoluduns of legislature of, on sub-treasury, protective 
tari publie lands and amendment of constitution, pre- 
sented to United States senate ang 
Consecration of bishop 43 
Constütntion, (of U. States), relative to presidential 
election 87. 85; prayer of Miane for amendment to 293 
Consuls, recognized 146 


Consuls e 195 
Consular, recegnitien 225 
Contest tor trade 333 


Contested elecuons, by W. Smith 239, 301, 302, 2 
a 
committec on 221 


‘ontingent expenses, chairman of 3 
te Lo make certain 
6 


Contingent tund, resolution in sena 
payments from the 

Contractors, on publie huildings, Mr. Benton’s reso- 
lutions relative to, adopted 315 

Controversy, communication relative to the, of. New 
York and Virginia 130; reply to 151 

Couvennon, (business) 125; on boundary question 
signed 116; on business, called 133; Episcopal in Alex- 
andria, (Virginia), Wilmington, North Carolina, 214 

Cooper, Mr. of Pennsylvania, member ot hovse_ of 
representatives of U. States 22 


Copper, American. 96; in Michigan 924 
Copan, ruins of 191 
Copy-right 224 
Corn 141; lawson in England 224, 225, 300 


Corn laws, on 307; petitiuns 

Correction, of error ni jounal of house of represen- 
talives 412 

Correspondence—between Jesse Hoyt and B, F. But- 
ler 20; between Von Buren and various public men at 
Washington 36; from T. Jetlerson 37; Dr. Parker's let- 
ter on Chinese ditliculties 5); between Van Buren and 
Missoun 52; berween New, York and Virgima on fugi- 
tives 55; Guizu’s to American committee who solicit 
lis portrait to be taken G5; Webster on slavery 67; be- 
tween Messrs. Cuthbert and Webster 104; from gov. 
Tyler to col. Robinson 14; of John Quiney Adams on 
LiXmistad 116; on United States bank 122, 123_ 124, 
136, 137, 133, 139; between Vüginia and New York 
130, 151; between Israelites aud president Tyler 179; 
documements of, between see. of state and minister of 
G. Britain 909; between Ironsides club and com. Stuart 
215; trom minister at London to sec. of state on news 
ot president Harrison's death 225; between Messrs. 
Fox and Webster 229, 230, 231, 232; relative to removal 
of gen. Harrison’s remains 299, in relation to retuin of 
Mediterranean squadron 305, 306, 307; of gov. M: Nut 
with bondholders in Ainstcidam 385 

Cotton 16, 45; promotion of coltivation of, in East 


representatives of United trates 


Indies 53, 64,112,125; on the crop of 1305 on cultare vt 
ib., 144; market at Liverpool 176, 193; sales of 203, 224 


256, 272, 926, 352, 303, 400 
Cotton 304, 320 
Counterfeits 64, 256 
Court martial, naval 240 


Gourts—bill reported. for amending act to estabhsh 
the judicial, of the United States, and engrossed, bill re- 
poried to re-organize the judicial eireutts of the United 
Siates and amendments offered, bill engrossed 7; bill 
to amend, &c. an act to establish the judicial of, United 
States passed and returned to senate, decision of su- 
preme, in Amistad case 32; decision relative to bank 
notes ih; to mortgages if; opinion of supreme, of U. 
S. on L’Amustad cise 40, 41, 42; decision af, relative 
to steanihoat movements 48; decision ou ndinissibility 
of printed copies ot. English acts of parliament as evi- 
deuce 96; ease establishing Nicholson court of pleas 16; 
decision relative to the issues 80; on legacy ib.; decision 
in case of iujnry received 144; suit ined in, relative to 
woul 160; religious test required by superior, of Georgia 
172; decision on check in bank 183; on lottery case i04 
derision on right to be witness with reference to ereed 
189; decision un selling convicts, batture case decided | 
by 189; decision on slavery in the. of Ohio 206; sppreine 


on MeLeud’s case 203; nial in western court in negro 


ease 224; decision of supreme, of New York on Mce- 
! Lend's case 305: opinion of supreme, of New York in! 


y 


MeLeod’s case 321, 325, 326, 327, 323, 329, 330; 
slave case in 352; decision oa ban 
r lina 

Cowen, Mr. of Ohio, member of house of represen- 
tatives of United Siates 221 

Cowperthwale, J. letter from, on United States bauk 
123; (see bank). 

Crane's, patent elock 334 

Cranston. Mr. Rhode Island, member h. ol represen- 
tatives of United States po 

Cravons, Mr. of Indiana, 


member of house of repre- 
sentauves of United States 3221 
Crawford, Joel. on state credit 55 
Crawford, T, M. notice from office of Indian affairs 
by 88 
Criminal eode, of Alabama 159 
Cantenden, Mr. (attorney general of United States) 
returns to Washington 66; 
announcement ol president's death and arrangement 
tor funeral by 85; visit w Kontuckv 104 
Crop» 176, 240, 256, 304, 400 
Cross, Mr. of Arkansas, meinber of house of repre- 
sentatives of United States 221 
Croton aqueduct 64 
Cuba, troops for 146; ex- governor of 224; exports of 
wealth of ass 
Culture of wheat 207 
Correney, Mr. Clay’s motion on president’s message 


relative to 221; 112, 221; report on, in U. 8. senate 294; 
Ameriean institute report on 359, 360 
Corry, R. F. conviefed of forgery Do 


Cushing, Mr. of Massachusetts, member of house of 
i 99] 


Cuthbert, Mr. debate by 55 letters from, to Mr. Web- 
ster 101 
D. 
Daguerreotype, further discoveries of 112 
Damages 176 
Dangerfi ld, W. H., illness uf 20s 
Damel, Mr., of. North Carolina, member of house ot 
rcpresentanves of United States gal 


Darmes, trial of, and seniento of death executed 257 
Davis, Mr. of New York, member of house ot rep- 
iesentatives of United States 2zi 
Davis, Mr., of Kentucky, member of house of rep 
resentatives of United States 22) 
Davis, hon. J., resignation of office of district judge 
of Massachusetts 305 


Davis, governor of Massachusetts, message a7 
Dawson, Mr. of Georgia, member uf house of rep- 
resentatives of United Stai 8 231 


Dayton, W. L., associate judge of supreme court of 
New Jersey, resigned 22 

Deaf mutes, of Connecticut 200 

Dead letter office 256 

Death —of judge Barbour, R. M. Menifce 16; James 
D. Westcott 32, 64; eapt. W. B. Davidson 68; iu Len- 
don 80; Sir S. I. Whitungham, Wiliam Henry Har- 
rison 33; James Ronaldzon, Herman LeRoy 96; pur- 
ser Algernon Wiath 104; Frederick Wilkinson, Ben). 
Drake, Samuel Calhoun, Mr. Chitty 1125. Mr. Rh. 
Houghton, W. Ladd 125; licut Woodrat? 131, 144; 
capt. Fanning 144; heut. Lyne 148; of Philadelphia 
and Baltimore 100, 176; Charles Ogle 187; gen, Reid 
191, 192; J. L. Moore, Dalimore and Philadelphia 20 
Florida, particulars of the of cam. Claxton 211; jndge 
R. Winn 224; in Baltininre 210; W. G. Clarke 256; in 
England 272, 238, 304, 320; of Choctaw chief, Joseph 


Streinbeck 320, Ezekiel Blackmarr, R. R. Reid, Dr. 
MeNevin 336; in New Orleaus, gen. Dale 352, 384; 
400; in the army 402, 416 


Deberry, Mr. 
of representative 
Debt, of. Ohio 
Decision uf courts, see courts 
Decree, of supreme court of United States on l'A m- 
istad case 43 
Defalcation 305 
Degree of LL. D. conferred ou rev. G. W. Doane 16 
Delaware—resolutions of presented to United States 
senate relative to privileges of District of Columbia 7, 
banks 22; surplus revenue 56; appointment of chief jus- 
tice in, of commissioner ol wrecks in 71; arrival of whale 
ship in 80; rate of interest and punishment of usury in 
117; description of volume of laws passed in zii 
Delaware breakwater, memorial from Philadelphia 


of North Carolina, member of house 
s of Umted States 221 
Hz 


chamber of commerce relative to | 296 
Delaware nver, memorial in relation to defence ot 
253 


E 


Delaware ship—363; visit of heads of departments 


and conuressinen to 386, 337 
Delirium tremens 50 
Denmark—arins of 192; treaty of with Great Britain 

and Sweden 3532 
Despatch 400 
Dewelyin, Mr. United States consul at Salonica, re- 

ported death of 195 
Diamond 334 


Dickens, Mr. Asbury, elected secretary of senate 235 
Dickerson, P., resignation of seat in congress and ap- 
pomiment in New Jersey annon aced E 
Digest of patents 363, 367, 415 
Dunock, Mr., of Pennsylvania, member of house of 
representatives of United States 221 
Diplomatic courtesy 205 appointment to England, to 
Texas 179; ministers to England 210; departures 337; 
minister to Brazil 369; charge d'affairs to Denmark 355; 


consul at Cuba imprisoned ib 
Disbursing agents, circular to 83 
Disputed  territorv 416 


vi 


NDEX. 


Distilleries—in the United States 147; statistics of 150 
District of Columbia—resolutions of Delaware rela- 
tive to 7; hill to extend bank charters of, not acted on 


E oni for continuing ii free. eharter of bank of | f 
Zo wl tur en iie s iain ener pelmm 
Jie iv ims Mae qe S9 un c JE ON 
F i 
i T En 
l ‘ WRIA, wr | 
$ PIU 
i votin Vire il 
Pawn, b Hl aeceguizod as vee consul 1:8, 


D x: u Henry, account of the burning of the Caro 


line by . . M 
Dixon, Mr., of Rhode Island, in United States ae 
ate 215 
Doane, rev. G. W., degree conferred on 16 


Doane, Mr., of Ohio, member of house of represen- 
tatives of United States 231 
Doetor of divinity, degree of conferred , 112 
Documents, contents of 209; accompanying presi- 
ents message 229 
Doig, Mr., of New York, member of house of rep- 


resentarives of United States azi 
Domestic manafactures, on 225 
Donation, to Oakland college, Mississippi 132 
Drake, Benjainin, death of 112 


Drawbacks, bill in relation to duties on in honse at 
representatives J 364, 365 
Drayton, col. election of to presidency of United 
States bank : . 96 
Dubuque setilers, right of pre-emption to, bill engros- 
sed in senate i 7 
Duels, relating to 934 
Dunlap, Thomas, resigns presidency of U. S. bank 
of Pennsylvania 96; letter to committee of stockholders 
of United States bank 122, 173 
Duties—upon articles of luxury 67; on tabacco in 
Germany 339; bill reported in United States Senate an 


373, 319 
Davall, judge, sketch of . 80s 
Dyer, E., elected serzcant-at-arms 46, 235 
Dyott, Dr , T. W., pardoned by gov. Porter 116 


~ GE 


East Indies—pacific 18; death of commander-in- 
chief of Madras army, apprehension for Golconda 
transport, sit Lionel Smith's. proclamation 83; colonel 
Wilson killed at Kajock, Khybenrwes defeated, two 
English officers killed _ 209 

Earthquake, at Reggio, (Italy) 112 

Education, eov. Ellsworth on 

Edwards, Mr., of Pennsylvania, member of house 
of representatives of United States 231 

Egbert, Mr., of New York, member of house of rep- 
resentatives of United States ——— i mp 

Egypt—com. Napier's arrival in, confirmed, origina] 
treaty offered, claim on fleet of 18; military. coloniza- 
tion, intentions relative to negro slavery, plague at Al- 
exandria 51; Mehemet Ali’s return trom Cairo, ex-gov- 
ernor of Damascus liberated, councils in, Bedouin 
troubles, arrears to army paid uff, barrack building for 
sailors, a marriage on the tapis, col. Napier sailed for 
Syria, storms, rait, Mchemev’s resolve towards Tur- 
key, conscripts, Gervise Arabs attack, supply of corn 
stopped by 162; difliculties removed, question settled 
209; crops in, arms against sultan 989; col. Napier at | 


Alexandria, tribute sent to Coustantinople 401! 
Eldridge, Dr. 221 


Elections—states not yet having niade 55, 129; for | 
governor of Counceticut 131; in. Virginia M4; deposi- | 
tous of, coutested of Virginia presented to house of 
rcpresentatives of United States 250, 354; returns 400; | 
correction of previous statement, returns 416 

Efhote captain, (of Britisli navy) sickness of, return | 
to England, sce China ’ 83, 958 | 

Elliot, rev. Dr., consecrated bishop of episcopal 
church m Savannah 15 

Bimer, Danicl, judge of supreme court of New Jer- 
sey 39 

‘Ellsworth, governor, specch uf 198 

Filsler, Fanny, age ot 176, 240 

Lnnigrants—number in one vear 45, 112; announce- 
ment of lor United States 176; arrivals of in New 
York 205 

fimigration—novel inducement offered to native At- 
ricans tur 145,910; westward 363 

England—ariuy of 192; sve Great Britan. 


Engrossed bille—coninittee on in U. S. senate 224 
Errickson's propellers, experiment of 4s 
Eric, harbor 336 
Errata 213 
Error, in statement af sinte expenses 273 


Espy, Mr, reception of in Maris 112; return of to 


Philadelphia 141 
Esterhazy, prince, possessions of 221 
Exchange 32, 45, 80, 111, 160, 116,221, 256, 938, 851, 

268, 400 


Exchequer i sues, Mr, Haiil'un's plan of, presented 
to house uf representalisesagd. United States 30] 
Maecutive—niessage 1eccised by United States sene 
ate, considered 253 
Expenditunes—of Kentucky, to November, 1540, 121 
resolutions to appoint comontice to exanntie the, ot athe 
ecs aid other ngents ONT 
Exploring expedition, sailing of 128 
Explosion, at Syracuse — 416 
Lixports—table of the of wheat and fur from 1590 
to 1310, 147; of Ohio 172; between Great Britain, Unie 
ted States and France 401 
Express: conveyance of presidente viesenge ONG 


200 | 


Extra session of congress 33; number of since or- 
ganization of government 48 

Zxtraers—on Tylers succession ta presidential chair 
ural of Pennsylvania legislature on relief 


from | 


159 


,UI ise A - 
as 179 
Everett, Mra of Vermont, metnber of house of rep- 
resent ES: 221 
Eyre, Manuel, sce bants 
T: 
Factory girls 416 
Fanning, captain E. death of 1J4 
Pasting and prayer, day of, recommended liy presi- 
dent 97 
Female conviets, act of New York legislature rela- 
tive to 212 


Fenwick, Benedict, degree of D. D. vonferred on 112 
Ferris, Mr. of New York, member of house of rcpre- 
sentatives of United States 221 
Fesscuden, Mra, member of United States house of 


representatives | i 221 
‘estival of whig editors 34 
Fiery flying serpent 320 


Wilmore, Mr. of New York, member of house of re- 
presentatives of United States 221 
Finances of Pennsylvania 56; of Massachusetts 70; 
of New Jersey 70; of Kentucky 120; at close of last 
administration 163; of New York 166, 167, 168, 169; 
condition of, in Connecticut 186; chairman of commit- 
tee on 221; Mr. Clay on appropriations for, committee 
on, lur present congress 294; report of sectetaiy of trea- 
sury on, ordered to be printed 299; report of committee 
on,on duties, in senate 378; bill repealing sub treasnry 
referred to United States senate committee on 379 
Fines and recoveries, bill in relation to, of George 
Town 397; signed by pres. ‘Tyler 112 
Fire in Geurzia 16; at Providence, Pensacola 13; in 
New Albana, Indiana, 71; in St. John's, New Brons- 
wick $0; St. Louis, at Galena 112, 144; at Antigua, 
New York, Bristol, Charleston, St. Louis 176; at To- 
ronto 122; LeGrange destroyed by 215; in New York 
224, 304; in Alabaina . 836 
Firearms, debate on, in house of representatives 14 
Firman of Turkey $2 
Fiscal agent, Mr. Clay’s motion relative to president's 
message in relation to 221; treasurei’s plan of, laid be- 
fore house of representatives and referred 300—sec bank. 
Fiscal bank, heads of proposed plan submitted to sc- 
nate 282, sce bank, consideration of, in United States 
senate 314, 315, 316; vote on 352 
Fiscal corporation bill, passage through house of re- 
presentatives announced to United States senate 111; 
referred to committee of five 412—sec hank. 
Fisheries, of Georgetown 160; account of 203 
Fisheries, mackerel 400 
Fiat boats, receipts of produce by, in Louisiana 195 
Florida, candidates for congress in 225 skirmish with 
Indians in 48; militia discharged in 65; Indians cap- 
tured, melancholy memorials, eol, Harney's second ex- 
pedition in 715 description thereof 72; Indians coming 
in, colonel Harney's return from the Everglades, nani- 
ber of Indians in, emigrants letter from Fort Brooke, 
turther hidian particulars 90; Indian murders in, pursuit 
by captain Davidson, Indians surrender, white savages 
in 105; rate of interest in, punishinent for usury in 117; 


| governor Call elected; letter froin, containing description 


of Wild Cat 132; Indian murder in 191; 
Reed shot 191, debt of 193; Indians murder two mea 
211; intelliteuce from 320; accounts {rom 324, 326; 
vongesuve fever in 368; bill reported for Provision for 
suppressing hostilities in 353 
Flour, interesting statisties of 147, 149; prices of 160, 
208, 224, 940, 272, 352, 363, 334 

—prices 16, 43, 64, 125, 14£, 176, 192, 253, 30 t, 320, 336 
400, 416 

Floyd, J. G. of New York, meniher of house of re- 


gen. Leigh 


presentatives of United States 22) 
Floyd, C. A. of New York, member of house of re- 
presentauves of United States xU 


Follcasbee, Mr. elected doorkeepcr to house of re- 
presentativee af Umted States 253 
Foreign affairs, resolutions on 945; an Me Rives? 
motion. vil president's messaye rclauve to 232; mation 
adopted RER 
Forcign evangelical society, amniversary of 905 
Forcim news—see foreign news of each number. 
Foren relations, remarks on, between United States 
and Great Britain 4; Mr. Everett's reniarks on 53, 221 
‘orcign representatives now in Washington 34; pre- 
scntanon of A 130 
Foreign trade, amoont of capital invested in, in New 
York 18%, 192 
Forgery 224 
Foruance, Mr. of Pennsylvania, member of house 
of representatives of Uried States 221 
Fort Waslineton, fortification of, commenced - 123 
Fortilications 3535. resolution relunve to iuformation 
eoncerning 352; bill reported in senate for 411 
Fortification bill, appropriations for, eonsidered 319; 
referred to ecommitiee on military ailuirs 331; caumit- 
tee of whole on 334; passage of, and. copy of hill 237, 
333, 2455 anieudnients to, coneurred in, further cousi- 
deration of 361; enurossed lor third reading 305; np. 
proprmtions by house ol representatives fur 370; p 
senate 273; enzrossed 379; amendments ol senate read 
in house of representatives, and with amendments ol; 
conmiltce of ways and means on, concurred in 412; 


amendments as amended engrossed and sent to senate 
413 

Forward, Walter, first controller of the treasury 88 
Foster, Mr. of New York, member of house of re- 

i Une PISIS 221 
Mrs Drs san « pre" dent 20 
Droes urnik adeno aisa among 
poli treaty with Bue- 


| gen. Bugeaud, Swiss caihiclie settlemen: 51; Guizors 
| portrait to 
to Amerie 


an 


i committee who request it 63; trade of, 
with United States 67; 
States and Great Britain 


statement of financial affairs, M. Thier’s reply 177; 
Britain and 
5, fortifications com- 
law of recruits, pro- 
M. Guizot's application 
for Enropean congress, Darmes, Texian loan 242; trial 
of Darines, sentence of death pronounced, Considere 
acquitted, Duclos delivered aver to ordtuary tribunals 
257; marshal Soult retires from ministry, rumor of divi- 
sion of Ottoman empire, arrest of Englishman, French 
troops successful against Arabs. loaning, cotton mar- 
ket, &c. 289; war mania rising, duke de Nemours, law 
anthorising steam packets, admiral Lelande at head of 
Mediterranean flect, treaty of commere with Holland, 
charge d'affaires to Buenos Ayres demands his recall, 
African news 333; baptism of count de Paris 385; all 
parties sien treaty closing Dardanelles, census of doors 
and windows, three days anniversary, "Thoulouse, en- 
gagements in Africa, imports and exports of 401; num- 
ber of hospitals in 416 

Franking privilege, Mr, Wise’s resolution on 30 


Frauds, resolution of inquiry relative to, in exceutian 
oi Indian treaties, debate on 292 
Frederick county bank, robbery of 203 


Free trade 307 
F'rench, Rev. Mr. elected chaplain to house of repre- 
sentatives of United States 953 
I rench spoliations, resolutions of Masea, relative to, 
presented to United States senate 5; memorial from 
Pennsylvania relative to 283; joint resolution of Maine 
on, presented to congress 293; inercantile marine 284 
Frontier defence 53 
Fugitives, question on 53; resolutions of Mississippi 
legislature on refusal of Maine to deliver 90; slave 304 
Fulton, Mr. of Arkansas, in United States senate 218 
Funeral, arrangements for the, of gen. Harnson 85; 
descriptiou of the 56, 57; honors to gen. Harrison 149 


150, 151 

Furs 335 
G. 

Gaines, general, predicament of, suit of in Louisiana 

61; Mrs., suit of 206 

Galena, wheat expnrte from 304 


Gales & Seaton, ciecied public printers for house of 
representatives of United States 235 
Gamble, Mr., of Georgia, member of house of rep- 
resentatives of United States 221 
Ganic law, passed New York legislature 240 
Garland, Hugh A., clerk of house of representatives 
of United States, orgamzes honse 221 
Gas 400 
Gas-light, in log-cabins 240 
Gates, Mr., of New York, member of house of rep- 
resentatives of United States 23] 


General government, gov. Ellsworth on 193 
Geology, ot Virginia 153 


Georg iu—sensation in, on reception of president Har- 
rison's death 115; rate of interesi and punishment for 
usury in 1075 religious test in 172; important decision 
jin 153; Lesrauze school house destroyed by fire, bank 

of siate, singular state of affairs in 215 

Germ, the stcain vessel 240 

Germany—new penal code considered, duelling laws 
161; convention of customs union signed 242; gossip 
in 257 

Gerry, Mr., of Pennsylvania, member of house of 


representatives of United States on 
Gettysburg contractors, bill granting relief to in Penn- 
sylsaiia 89 
Geuqueteninga, ruins of 191 
Gibraliar, livht-house at 195 
Giddinus, Mr of Onin member of house of repre- 
sentatives of. United Siates 220 
Gilmer, Mr., of Virginia, member of house of repre- 
sentatives of United States 221 


Ha, resignation of 55; let- 


X RUE T - 

ter to legislature 69; nomination of for congress — 1U5 
ripsey wedding, m Spain 352 

61 

Glass, memorial in United States senate from Pitts- 
412 

n, Mr., of Virginia, member of house of rep- 

i ates 221 

Cold, produce of mimes in United States 4g 
Gonon, Mons., memorial of on icleyraphs, presented 
to United Stites seunte 363 


Goode, Mra of Ohio, member ot house uf represen- 
tatives of United States zal 
Goode, Mr , of Virginia, member of Louse of repre- 


sentatives of EP nited States 221 
Gordon, Mr, letter irom, ordered to be printed 395 
Governor Fenner, American ship, bess of 49 


Graham, Mr., of North Carolina, in United States 
senate 213 
Graham, Mr., of North Carolina, member of house 
of renresentatives of United States 221; notifies of bi 
1o re 223 
d Pa 
Pah, ven eral—tyl at hancing pace of trial od 
considered O71; nesan d ta | 
Great Diitsin—queen's decrece roletive to iniroduc- 
tion of prince. Albers uname in charch service, illness 
of duke of Wellington, talk on reception of news from 
United Siates relative to McLeod, prediction of The 
Times, lord Stanley’s introduction of it before parlia- 
ment, lord Palmerston’s reply to questions on it, lord 
Melbourne's replies, further debate thereon, American 
stacks, Liverpool cotton market, overland mail from 
India 17; lord John Russel on reform 33; ngtice of 
American suspension of specie payments in, Morri- 
sun's bills on the United States bank accepted. pacilie 
news, blustering of Liverpool papers, McLeod excite- 
ment, rumor of French mediation, boundary question, 
capture of the Caroline, trial of earl of Cardigan, wes- 
tern railway passengers, Thames tunnel, governor of 
New Brunswick, loss of the Gov. Fenner, cotion sales, 
eorn market 49; crops, Dr. Parkers letter on Cliina 50; 
introduction of American manufactures in, statistics 
of London post office 65; news ot United States bank 
stopping in; Picken's report, McLeod's indictment, 
excitement, stock exchange lowered, comments of 
publie presses, squadron ordered to America, infantry 
to Halifax, debate in house of commons, American 
news 31; panie on news of United States bank sus- 
pension, amount of stocks held in. Europe, Liverpool 
cotton. market, news from the east 82; outrage by 
erüiser 83; war panie subsides, extracts from public 
Journals ot, four war ships, consols, money market 96; 
aeen's income annually H2; discussion of the Mc- 
evd question, feverish excitement subsiding, order 
for Great Western to sail Jor Halifax eountermanded; 
Mr. Fox’s despatches, meeting to take place in Glass- 
gow relative to all description of duties, sir Wiliam 
arker to suecved admiral Elliott 113; painful anxiety 
for steamer President, McLeod case, preparation of war 
sieamers, robbery of Windsor castle, rumor of China, 
Joseph Bonaparte ill, corn and ection market 129; on 
duties, the Sierra Leone agent, novel mission, account 
of unique solemnity at Raine, letter from China. tyran- 
ny of in India 145; President steamer not heard from, | 
O'Connel agitating the repeal question, anarchy in 
Kilkenny, sir George Arthurin London. troops ordered 
to British America, lord mayor's entertainnient, char- 
tists at Liverpool, rangership, duke of Sussex, edmmio- 
dore Napier, war panie ceased, money market sound, 
funds, American securities, United States bank pay- 
ments postponed, renewed confidence in states’ credit, 
dispute with China settled, eorn markets, American 
funds, United States bank post notes 161; discussion 
on treaty with Chinese and documents relative to, lord 
Palmerston’s appointment. with merchants 163; com- 
parative revenue of, account of burning of the Caro- 
line fronr London Times, basis of treaty of emniimerce 
with Texas 177; meeting of American eitizens at 
Liverpool in consequence of president’s death, deleat 
of ministry, indispusition of prince. Albert, sir Jobn 
Harvey governor of Newfoundiand, cotton, Irish dis- 
turbances 192; annuncrtion of purpose to bring in 
bili to abolish corn law monopoly, hia John Russel on 
corn [aw rc peal, amount of deficieucy in budzet, duty 
on colonial timber, on sugar, cctimaie. on mala duiy, 
on curn duty, excitement in parliament, remarks of 
elinneellor of exchequer, proposition to Jay tnx 193; 
lord Russel’s reply, duke of Wellington on failure ot 
Chinese expedition, confes-ion of two Wallaces, cost 
uf royal nursery, vessels despatched to Clima, satisfa 
tion demanded of Chinese for insult to French mis- 
siunary 191, report of death of Mr. Dewelyiu, United 
Siates consul at Smyrna, full of bridge at Adrianople 
195; despair uf steamer President, debates on corn 
laws and other financial projects, movement with re- 
gard to riots in Canada, editor of Times dead, Dublin 
petition to queen to visit, lord Pyezwallain on corn law, 
Scotch enthusiasm against corn law, horrid affoir at 
sex, less of the Wiliam Brown 299; question on repeal 
of corn laws, on duties on foreign sugar, etf-ets there- 
of, free trade people, duke of Wellington opposed, let- 
tcr froni London 205; hope of steamer President, Lis 
bon notices, eastern treaty sctiled, sungsle of partics 
for power, vote on reduction of duties on sugar, lud 
Russel reiuscs to resign, sir Robert Peels resolutions, 
thornsts, steam frigates, queen's birth day, Joseph 
Buonaparte’s arrival in 241; emigration, gorn laws, 
money, coitun und corm merket, trade, wheat oe 
Bombay and Canton papers, Canton ez prured by, in- 
surance of President steamer, ariivals at Livei pool, 
debate in parhament on Peel's motion, dissolution cf 
parhament, wade dull, compromise of iron. company, 
captain Fuyer 257; defeat of ministers, vote on cei- 
sure of ministers, lord J. Russel candidate for London, 
troops io be sent to China, eonsols, death of eari Fur- 
leaeue, vice president cf board. of trade, failuics, bar- 
Vest, crops, cotton. correspondence o£ New York Con- 
rier and Enquirer, Ami rican stocks in YY; nutempe- 
rance of 304: crops. trade, money, French Loan, bullion, 
prorogation of parliament, queen’s speech, election 
returns, riot, defeat of Mr. Hume 321: oficial deelara- 
tion uf polls, ninistertal changes, quvents new council, 
arrivals fiori Fcleium, inarriaye of prince Athens bro- 
ther, failure, steamer lost, markets 3225 epituine of 
nuvy of 324; electiun returns 352; erops, rumors, riots, 
peace udvoeatcd, sir R. Poele speech 353, 341; policy 
vf towards Canada 367; possess Canton d; move- 
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à 


‘remarks of National Intelligencer on. announcement 


| Sicians an sickness of, letter to Mr. Tyler announcing 


INDEX. 


vii 


ments of 370; fall of consols, failures, new parliament, 
O'Connell, erops, sir Robert Peel’s dinner, lord Russell's 
address, meeting of parliameut, new ministry, markets 
4015 imports and exports ot 101 
Greece, Candia in arms EI 
Grew, Mr, ot Ke .tucky, member of house ı 
exits ES uo 


Tear 


au cq TT 


statue in rotunda, referred to committee of whole 397 
Greig, Mi. of New York, member of house of rep- 
resentatives of United. States 221| 
Gabernatorial nominations 940 
Guizor's portrait and letter €5 
Gurian fortress, Persia, ceded to Great Britain 161 


Gustine, Mr., of Pennsylvania, member of house of 
Tepresentatives of United States 121 


H. 


Habersham, Mr. of Georgia 
sentatives of United States 221 
Hail 320 
Hall, J. C., M. D. consulting physician for gen. Har- 


, member house of repre- 


rison B1 
Halsted, Mr. (house rep.) question relative to eligibili- 
ty of Linn banks by 22] 


Hamilton, Alexander, plan for national bank sub- 
mitted to United States froni 41 
Hanover, refusal to reduce tolls in 257 
Harbour, resolution relative to the, of Newenstle, 
Delaware 414 
, Harlan, geo. J. passenger from Havre to his native 
ciry Philadelphia 416 
Harney, colonel, second expedition of 71, 72; return 


from everglades 90 
Ilarper's Ferry armory 104 
Harris, Mr. of Virzinia, meinber of house of repre- 


sentatives of United States 

Harrison. gen. W. H. president of the United States, 
inaugural address 1; letter from, to United Sites se- | 
nate relative to oath of office 9; reply of, to foreign of 
ficiuls respect at inauguration 20; proclamation calling 
extra session 33; reply to Russian minister 24; attacked 
with pneumonia 66; death of, last words of, declaration 
of death of hy cabinet to the nation, announcement of 
death of death of, from Madisoriian, particulars of 83; 


221 


| 
ot by opposition papers, family of, aids of, report of phy- 


death of 54; arrangements fur funeral of, general orders 
from war and navy departments, adjutant gen's orders 
85; respect for memory of, fuinily of, scriptural impres- 
sions of, remarks on demise of, duty of cougress con- 
cerning, representations of eongiessin attendance at 
funeral ot, procecdings of Mary land, on death of 98, BRE 
executive proceedings of Virg. on death of 99; of Penn. 
99 100; legislative honor to memory of, iu New York 
100; proceedings of cities of Philadelphia, Boston, 
Charleston, and Baltimore, on death of 101; of Cincin- 
natti and Columbas on death of, romaiks of pablic jour- 
nals on death of 102, 102; raruor of burning of residence 
of 112; tributes to memory of 113, last scene, last letter 
of, incident in New York funeral. procession, Judge 
Burnet on, tributes to, funeral procession by torch light, 
tributes to 114, 113; funeral honors uf Baltimore to 149; 
testimonials of respect for 150; memorial of Missouri 
legislature to 173; the location of spot to deposit the re- 
mams of 179; persons to take charge of remains ot 203; 
proceedings in United States senate on part of presi- 
dens message relative to death of 221; Mr. Adasus? 
resolution in congress rela'ive to tribute of respect to 
223; culumittes of senate relative tu Tyler's message 
coucerning 951; resclations relative to triinte of respect 
to 233; h. ofr. on bill tor relicf of widow of 239; memorial | 
of Michigan in behalf of widow of 233; resolutions of | 
citizens of South Carulina in behalf of widow of, pre- | 
sented to house of rcp. of United States and resolation 
thereon 224; bill for relef of widow of, cunsidcied, 
in house of representatives 257; iclative to remo- 
val of remains of. &c. 234; bill passed in United States | 
Senate to appropriate $23,000 to, conctirrence ol United 
Siutes senate to joint resolution in relation to funeral | 
Soleinnitics of 295; correspondence of widow of, with 
president Tyler sabinitted to United States senate 296; 


bill for reliel of widow of, considered in louse of rep. 
297; debated and passed 293; curiespon dence relative 
to removal of remuts of 999; report and resulatio 
of sele ct coininittee on reinoval ot remains of 3.0, 3)1; 
correspondence of widow of, with president Tyler i 
final ceremonies of interment of 323; funcral expenses | 
uf, referred to com. Gi ways and means 397; bill reporied 


in louse of rep. making funeral appropriation 412 
IHarrodsburg. anniversary celebrated at 304 | 
Harvard Coulicge, condition oi 3011 


Hastings, Mr. of Onio, mcniber of house of rep. of 


United Siates 221| 
Hats, petition fur duty on 283 | 
Haughton, Richard, ceath uf Ta 


Haupt, J. FE claims to presidency by Ss 
Havana, resclurion ot inquiry pasted house of rep. 
relanve to despatches trom consul or United States ar 
999 

Hays, Mr. of Virginia, member of house of rcp. et 
United Sates 221 
Healy, Mr. American artist to take Guizot’s portrait 


[275] 
Henmans, Mrs. compliment to Su: 
Henderson, maj. -word delivered to id 


Henderson, Mr. of Missizzippt in United Satis se- 
nate 213 


| Wiskousan troubles 131; express fro 


Heury, Mr. of Pen 
rep. of United States 


ania, member of house of 


nsyly: 


1 221 
Henry, professor, on popular rights and popular will 

+ . 3.4 182 
Historical, reminiscence of col. Todd 38; remims- 
cences 182 
Hodees steam engine, experiments of 112 
Tlulmes, Mr. of Sunth Carolina, member of house at 
rep. of United S SOT 
Ilome mission society, anniversary of 205 

, Home squadron, report on expediénee of appropria- 
tons for 303 


Home squadron, hill for sup 
rep. 335; report on 339, 340, 34 
ot Georgia on bill f. 
Inll in senate tor est 


port of, passed house of 
l; remarks of Mr. King 
t appropriation for 341, 312, 343; 
ablishnient of. 


a : 303 
Hong Kong, (China) ceded to Briush 161, 176 
Hopkins, Mr. of Virginia, member of house of Tep. 

of United States 221 
Hopson, lieut. N, trial and acquittal of bs 
Itospitals, in Europe 
Houck, Mr. of New York, member of house of rep. 

of United States 25] 
House of commons, number of members of 336 
Houston, minber of barials in 363 
Howard, Mr. ot Michigan, member of house of rep. 

of United States 221 
Tlouston, G. S. delegate from Alahama 300 
lloyt, Jesse, collector of New Yoik, conduct of, sce 

collector 20; resignation accepted 21 


Hubbard, Mr. o 


f Virginia, meniber of house of rep. 
of United States EHE 5 


BU 
Hudson, Mr. of Massachusetts, meniber of house of 
rep. of United States Baj 
Hughes, John, degree of D. D. conferred on 1g 
Hull, Isaac, minutes of proceedings of council, &c. 
under command of 305 
Hundred weight, reduction of 3U5 
Hant, Mr. of New York, member of house of rep. of 
United States 221 
Haunter, Mr. elected assistant doorkceper to house of 
rcp. of United States 253 


Huntington, Mr. of Connectient, in United Sı 


: M ates 
senate 2185 on joint re 


solution of boilr houses relative 


lo message to president 91s 
Hunter, R. M. T. speaker of house of rep. resolution 
ot vote of thanks to, reply of 30 
Hunter, Mr. of Virginia, member of house of rep. o£ 
United States 22) 


I. 
lce—export to East Indies 35; rceent landing of in 
Calcutta 125; mode of keeping ^ 320 
Ilinois—banls suspend 32: nperation of suspension 
law in, Chicago bank re-established 10; legislature ad- 
joarned, suspension legalized, rail road authorized 57; 
rate of interest and punishment of usury in 117; sta. 
tistics and population of 121; state credit of 1 19; iion 


Ine 416 
Imitation b! 
Implements, of war 309 


Impoits—resolution relative to in United States se- 

E RP . n 3 
nale 345, of Great Britain, United States and Fran: e 
401, 416 


Improvements, of Pennsylvania 185 
Haprisomment, tor debt 200 
Inati.mia! address, of gen. Harrison 19 34 


Inauguration, account ot the 13; 
York, 1ucident of the day 325 inciden 
gers to 

Incombustible eloth 272 


Indiana—Noah Noble elected fund. commi--i ner, 
state debt prosi-iuns, erossent canal bill passed 22; ad- 
Journmeot of legislature, tas, taxable property, income, 
execution sales, banking resuarces, ex-govei nor Noble, 
road and eanal expenditures 40; state debt 57; uow- 
natien for congress, fire in 715 day for holding consres- 
sional election ia 105; rate of interest and punislim:nt 
for usury in 117; eicetionsin 176 

Indian affuirs—commitiee to enquire into expediency 
of appropriations for removal of SUMUS muemnoarial 
rehuive to Senaca Dudiaus 3; amount of appreprintions 
nied 15; amendmcuts to apprupriations for Kieka- 
pous considered 29; pussed 20; massacre of Pawie s 
63; commissioner's office abolished 93; see Florida 9: 
murders by of Florida, surrenders of in Florida 16 
hosihnes hetsveen. Choctaws aud Kickapios 1235 
' to tort Soeling 
concerning 143; Oncidus migrate 179; Sae and fx 
tribes hold a falli, einzen of Flinida shor by 191; stuns 
of at New S.ayrea, mgl rider Jil'ed by, death of 
Maxey Hadjo, shipment of two hundred and twenty 
Coosa Tuskenusce, Allnek "Pustenuscee 196; Pas 
necs 903, 210; cliau mmu of committee on 221; Oneida. 
Senecas 226; gient butile at 300; war of 370; Co 4 
coochec's band surrender 370; peuce between 335 

Indian ball play i 

Iad'an corn 


address in New 
ts of 34; passen- 
43 


, indian treatics—reso'ution on inquiry into execn- 
tien ot H asa 
Tidian warrior, death of a Choctaw 3310 


D sera Mr, ob Pennsylvania, member of lae 
ab n pregentaüses of United States 221; noyes rec in- 


-ideralion of vore oz stuking ont 21st rele 239 
Insane, nuuiber of i United States 243 
Insane, on the, of. Connecticut 20 


Lisurrection 
Lureinperate, in. Great Piitain 
Tatense cold 


351 
old 
Lv 


vil 
———L eee 
Interest, rates. of in the different states und territo- | 
ries TAY 
Toteres!iig reminiscence 290 
Inventions 57, 80; in electro magnetism 206 
238; Warners ; : 
Iov stigation, report of cominittee of, on a 1 
U. Sa'ce bunk of Pennsylvania 105, 106, 107, 105, 109 
Towa—bill in United States senate relative to settlers 
in engrossed 7; rate of interest and punishment for 
usury in 121; Indian talk in 191 
Tron—smelting ol 89; statistics of 160; steamships, 
205; house of 272; rigging 320; petition to, house of} 
representatives from inanufacturers of 391; in Illinois 


; new | 
361 


416 

Irving, Mr, of Pennsylvania, member of house of 
representatives of United States a 
pas) 


Italy, railroad contemplated in 


I 


Jack, Mr, cf Pennsylvania, nember 
representatives of United States 2 
Jackson. gen., health of 64 

James, Mr., of Pennsylvania, member of house ct | 


of house ol 


representatives of United States 231 
Jay, Jolin, of New York, when minister to Great 
Britain 210 
Jetlerson, T.—letter from 37; opinion of on use ol 
ardeut spirits 80 
Jeaifer, Daniel, declines re-election to Congress 97 
Jews 416 
Jewelry, memorial in United States senate relative 
to increase of duties on 303 
Jolinson, col. R. M.—politics of 64; candidate for 
state lezislature of Kentucky 176 
Johnson, Henry, nominated by whigs for governur 
vf Louisiana 90 
Johnson, Mra of Maryland, member of house vi 
representatives of United States 221 | 
Johnson, Mr.. of Tennessee, member of house ol | 
representatives of United States 221 
Jones, J. C., nominated for gov. of Tennessce 40 
Jones, ven. Roger, sword delivered to 16 
Jones, T. Ap Catesby, sword delivered to 16 
Jones, Waller, major general of militia of Distriet of 
Columbia, order of on funeral arrangements 8 
Jones, R., aaj. gen., general orders on death of pre- 
sident Harrison sb 
Jones, Mr., of Maryland, member of house of re- 
pr sentatives of United States 221 
Jones, Mr, of Virginia, member of house of rcpic- 


sentauves of United States 221 
Judgeship 2523 


K 
Keim, Mr., of Pennsylvania, meniber of house of 
representatives of United States ga 
Keunedy, Mr., of Maryland, member of house ol 
representatives of United States DOE 
Kennedy, Mr., of Indiana, member of house of 1 
presentatives of United States / 
Aentuchy—adjoarnment of legislature, number ıt 
acts and resolutions pussed 22; change vf time in tor 
congressional election 40; time of congressional elec- 
tion to 105; rate of mterest and punishment for nsury 
in MT; pubhe works of, expenditures and finances 
120; siatisical view of, slave law of 121; military cu- 
caimpment held in, pork business in 149; result of con- 
Ere ‘tion 1n 172; meeting in lo 
Kerr, Mra of Maryland, in United Statcs senate 215 
King, Rufus, when minister to Great Britain 210 
King, Mr. ef Alabama, reconciliation. with Mr. 


Clay . AT 
Kirkland, president, monument aver 320 
Ruiriap, account of ruins of 19] 

L. 
Lacy, Walter de, recognised as vice consul of Spain 
i E 
Ladd, W., death of 1 
Ladies, at white house 32 
Laps 351 


Band bill—in United States senate, to extend time for 
locating warrants 6; bill to extend milit ry, reported in 
senate 261; bill in house of representatives for exten- 
sion of unlitary 366; and Virginia i; bill an ordered 
to be printed in house of representatives 251; Mi. 
Linn’s amendincnut negatived 392; bill for extension ol 
passed in senate 393; further negatived ib; amend- 
ments proposed j o wn 

Land office—prayer for removal of 215; inquiry. ol 
conmuissicner of 364, 392; communication from a 


uf treasury on clerks of : 3n 
Land patents, bill to make valid defective 13 
Launch, ot ship Trafalgar 337 | 
Laws, valarne of the, of Delaware 211 
Law ens: 10; decision 96, 144 


Lead trade 256, 351 
Leather, boot and shoe su 
Le Contenr, colonel, discoveries made by on propi- 
gation of wheat , 207 
Lec, Massachusetts, paper millis in 160 
Leib, Geo. C; douation tiem to national institute 16 | 


Le Grange, edilice, Georgia, destroyed by Ine — 215 
Lesnev DIU 
Le Roy, Hernan, death of 96 
Letter, sen, Harrison's List 1! 


Lesy, David, delegate from Florida E 
Lewis, Mr deli gate from Alabama a3 
Liberia, expedient to - 196 
Libiary—coninittce of three appointed in house of 
repre sentatives 285 resolution relative to put een t 


INDEX. 


tee of 284; resolution adopted in house of representa- 
tives relative to procuring documents 300 
Lictit-boats—resohition relative to 979; transfer of 
ploces of loeniion of 393; bill reported and passed i4 
li use of representatives 42 
u-house, at Gibraltar 195 
Lightning rods 336 
Li-boa, ehevalier G. J., minister fram Brazil, pre- 
sented to president 209 
Last—of acts passed 31; of menibers of 27th con- 
gress 195; of United States senate 218; of house of 
representatives 221 
Liverpool, census of 354 
Loan—negotiation for 385; amount of appropriated 
to publie works of Ohio 190; the new of Pennsylvania 
212; bil for, considered 303, 304; dcbate on bill 311, 
312, 312, 214, 317; vote on amendmerfts to, bill passed 
house of resentatives 318; 330; in house of repre- 


sentatives 331; bill signed by president 340 
Lockhart vs. Bank of United States 158 


Lockport, census of . l 9224 
Locomotives, introduction of American in England 


65, 399 
Lucusts 354 
Longevity, of J. W hitinan 112 
Lure, G. W., arrest of 915 
Lottery dealers 180, 240 


Louistana—number of officers and their salaries in 
99; vote of legislature on naturalization law 39; whig 
nomination for governor 90; rate of interest and punish- 


! ment for usury ın 117; law case relative to sale of slave 


convicts in, murders committed, Batture case 159; re- 


ccipt of produce by flat-boats 193 
Lonisville, pork business at 149 
Luniber, trade in 192, 416 


Lunatics—bill reported for maintainance of in Dist. 


Columbia 302 315, 331; third reading 363; appropria- 
tion for approved by president 367 
Lyne, licut., drowned 148 


Lyons, capt, L, L., commissioner of wrecks for Del- 
aware dl 


M. 


Macomb. gen. adjournment of U- S. senate to attend 
eral of 295; resolutions of house of rep. ol United 
tates relative to 301 
Macivienne, (French frigate) loss of 83 
Mails appropriation for 105 contracts for 144; robbers 
of 240, 304; inquiries in United. States senate relative 
ta routes 393 
Muine—instrnetion of legislature relative to sub-trea- 
sury, tariffand public lands, day appointed for special 
elecuon of member of congress 21; bill to provide fur 
militia claims of, eonsidered, amendments proposed and 
adopted 29; passed 30; whig nomination to congress 
37; election of whig candidate in, nomination for go- 
vernor in 70; tribute of, to gen. Harrison's memory 114; 
rale of interest and punishment for usury in 117; ac- 
count of posture of Arostouk country by gov. of 290; 
resolutions on one term session and French spoliations 
presented in congress 293 
Malek Adhel, (bri) sails for Baltimere 105 
Malt, quunuties used in distilleries of Great Britain 


192; stanstics of liquors 354 
Mammoth cave 256 
Manta 400 


Manufacture, American introduced in England 65; 
chauman of committee on, in United States senate 221 

Map et Rocky Mountains 805 order for 303 

Marriage, Jewish 160 

Marine hospitals, hill introduced for 352 

Maryleud—legislature aajourned 22; extra session 
called 39; meeting of extra session in, congressional 
candidates 51; letter from legislature of, to secretary of 
slate on gen. Harrison’s death 86; special election 
called; letter from F. Thomas, Chesapeake and Ohio 
canal, general tax bill $9; proceedings of gen. assembly 
of, on gen. Harrisons death 93; resolutions of, on m 
castern boundary question 104; close of extra session, 
passaue of tax billand appropnation bill, time of con- 
: ional election 105; rate ot interest and punishment 
for usury m 117; testimonies of respect to late president, 
resignation uf sec. of state, congressional candidates, 
revenue appeintients 131; honors to gen. Harrison in 
Baltimore 119; clection returns, F. Wrighli's appoint- 
ment, lotrery law case, Susquehanna rai road 155; colo- 
nization convention of 227; aet af legislature of, on 
voinpleion of Chesapeake and Ohio Canal presented 
to Unied States senate 293 

Mascara (in Algiers) taken by France 239 

Massachusetts—alistraet of paupers. in, whig state 
consention in Boston, nomination for gov. and lent 
gov , resolution complimentary to Daniel Webster 21; 
whe nominations, wheat bounty, western rail road, 
fasi day, gov. Davis's message 37; honorable testimony 
to Mr. Bancrott, legislative proceedings, choice ot di- 
recors for rail way 55; postponement of bill to abolish 
uupdsonment for debt, bill on intermarriages, resolution 
on Qai 5; resignation of Mr, Lincoln, report of 
mimnity on finances of 70; rate of interest and punish- 
ment lor usury in 117; paper mills of Lee in 160; Wor- 
eester district congressional election, western rail road 
170; mansion house ol gov. Winthrop sold at auction 


2 

Mathew, father, ereat benefactor 20s 

_ May, Fied, M. D. consulung physician to gen. Har- 
H 81 


McCormick, Mr. clected postmaster to house of rep. 
of United States 953 
M Keon, Mr, on constitutionality of president Tyler's 
title tur effiec po 


McLane, Lewis, when minister to Great Britain 210 
MeLeod—trial to be on civil suit first 16; remarks on 
case of 36; trial of, postponed 53; further aeconnts of 
case of TU; attemp's to enable escape from jail 88; le- 
gislative proceedings of New York on 117; importance 
of question concerning 132, 133, 134, 135, 144; arrival 
of, in New-York 146; case of, in supreme court of New 
York 179; order of supreme court in case of 208; Mr. 
Buchanan's remarks in United States senate on affair 
of 267, 263, 269, 270; debate ou 274, 275, 276, 277, 278, 
219, 250, 281, 300, 363; inquiry relative to visit ta 413, 
301, 304; in house of rep. 317, 320; opinion ot supreme 
court of New York on case of 321, 325, 326, 327, 
328, 329, 330, 336 

MeNutt, gov. letter on Alabama bandholders of Am- 
sterdam 335, 339 
McRoberts, Samuel, of Illinois, qualified as U. S. 
senator 46, 213; chairman of committee on engrossed 


bills 221 
Mechanics reliet society 363, 373 
Mediterranean squadron, resolution relative to leaving 

the Medit. 215, 282; correspondence on 305 
Menageries 336 
Menifee, M. C. death uf 16 
Mercer, gen. sword owned by 16 


Merrick, Mr. of Maryland, in United States senate 
213 
Meredith, J. to deliver gen Harrison's oration 114 
Messages—gov. Davis, of Massachusetts 37, 38; from 
president Tyler to congress 219, 220; from president 
Tyler 302; from gov. Porter on relief bill 1705 of gov. of 
New Hainpseire 292; veto from president 339 
Methodists, of Texas 33; church in Philadelphia to 
be built with pews 160; clergy in robes 352 
Mexico— Arista chases Indians 65; yellow fever, fail- 
ure of duty, smuggling. American schooner captured 
179; message from president showing progress ot settle- 
ment of claims with 315; commissioners 3375 cases dis- 
cussed and decided ib.; bill reported in United States 
senate relative 10 treaty with 349, 351; act relating to 
convention with, referred to committee 366; bill relative 
to treaty amended 333; papers on comunission to, OT- 
dered to be printed 396 
Michigan—number of acres of public land ansold in 
22; stop-law relative to real and personal property in 
105; proceedings on reception of president ITarrison'e 
death 115; rate of interest and punishment for usury in 
117; resources of 199; copper in 221 
Milk sickness 304 
Military academy, annual visitors to 146 
Military allairs—chairman of committee on, in U. 
States senate 221; hill reported making appropriations 
for purchase, &c. 366; commission 363; bill for appro- 
priations fur, passed house of rep. 370, 398 
Military claim bill 29; of Maine passed 30 
Military convention, in Connecticut 166 
Military land warrants, bill in senate to extend time 
of locating 6; amendment to road bill 13; mancenvres 
in France 256; bill referred to committee on public 
lands 364, 366; Lill reported in senate on 393; Mr. Clay’s 
amendment modified and adopted ib. 395, 395; dill ta 
extend time lor locating the, of Virginia signed by pre- 
sident 412 
Military power of France 123 
Militia, of Conuecticat 200; committee of in United 
Stntes senate 231 
Miller, death of 183 
Miller, J. W. of New Jersey, qualified United States 
senator i 46 
Miller, Dr. abstract of report of, on gen. Harrison'a 
sickness 
Milwaukie, trade in 384 
Mirandu, M. G. de, death of 161 
Mississippi—lezisluturc adjourned, law relative to le- 
gal interest, treasury warrants issue, whig state conven- 
tion nomination 22; honesty 39; commissioners’ of- 
fice abolished in 85; whig nomination for governor, 
resolution of legislature of; on Maine’s refusal to surren- 
der fugitives 90; rate of interest and punishment for 
usury in 117; donation to Oakland college in 132; nat 
repiesented 1n extra session of congress 189; the sea- 
son 215 
Mississippi steam frigate, description of 89, 163 
Missourt—bill for erevung new land district in, and 
relative to boundaries of, engrossed 7; legislatare ad- 
journed, anti. insurance Lill rejected, fate of currency 
bill 22; adjournment of legislature of 40; law decision 
relative to steam boats in, skeleton found 43; expedition 
from to California, resolution. adapted thereon, bill on 
passage of bank note bills Tl; scarcity of money in 90; 
city elections ef St Louis, adjournment of legislature, 
sinali notes prohibited, issue of state bonds authorised, 
couuterfeil scrip 105, rate of interest and punishment 
for usury in 117; excitement, burglary, arson, murder 
in 132; whig memorial to gen. Harrison froin legislative 
body of 1735 account of tragedy in 190; improvement 
of St Louis ih; bonds 250 
Mitchell, C. F. villainy of 69; where at 144; arrest 
of 176; confined in New York prison 192; refused to 
answer interrogations 203; trial postponed 354 
Mobile, business capacity of 64 


Moleson, G. P. elected attoruey-general of New Jer- 


sey 39 
Money market, &c. 06; 176, 208, 272 
Monument, at Bnuker Hil 203; to L. B. L. 238 
Moore (apprentice) murder by 153 
Moore, J. L. suicide of 203 
Morehead, J. T. of Kentucky, qualified as United 

States senator 46; in U, S. senate 218; chairman of 

comimitice on Indian affairs 221; speech of, on bank 

bill 363 


. Morgan, 
dote of 
Mormon war 
Morris, gov. when nunister fo England 


captain C. W.sword delivered to 16; RET 


64; excitement 288; emigrants 304, 400 
210 


Morns, ex-recuider uf New York, nominated tor 


mayor 70 
Mourning, United States senate 233 
Munroe, James, when minister to Great Biltain 210 
Murray, J. (see. of state of Md.) resignation of 131 
Musquitoes 988 

ING 
Naval affairs—appropriation bill referred to commit- 
tee 7; amendinents proposed, amount of appropriation 
assed, sent to senate, chairman of committee on in 
Jnited States senate 9215 bill reported for 302; ın Uni- 
ted States senate 411; superiority of British vessels, or- 
ders sent to Pliladelphia 37; French corvetic Sabine 

63; announcement of president's death, funeral ar- 

rangements 85; new application of steam power to 

vessels of. armament for the Pennsylvania. 104; Dol- 
hin and Grampus 131; arrival trom Sandwich islands, 

UR Lyne drowned 148; steam frigate 165; commo- 

dore Kennon ordered to navy yard Washington.) arri- 

val of Brandywine at New York 165; baules of and 
surviving herves 152; lieutenant. Shubrich’s aceidental 
wonnd 183; capt. Taylors submarine exploring appa- 
ratus adopted by 183; sloop of war Fairfield +b; dis- 
missals frum revenue service, court of inquiry convened 
at Brooklyn, eommander Pavlding relieved from coni 
mand of navy yard and J. R. Sands ordered in place 

196; briz Apprentice, death of eonnnodore Claxton, 

board of surgeons of apporited, B. Homans agent to 

navy yard opposite Norloli, the Delaware 211; chair- 

man of committee on in United States senate 221; 

court martial 2405 trial of H. Gasburth, tlie Gonn 274; 

regulations of dress, hst of midshipmen 291; the North 

Carolina 292; communication relative to sailing of Me- 

diterranean squadron in United States senate 224; bill 

reported fur appropriations for 302; Dilaware ship at 

Annapolis 371; the Congress launched, L’Armide, 

Raritan 358 
Naval pension fund bill eonsidered 319; passed i.; 

vote on 363; proeeeding on 37%; passed seite 319; 


returned amended from hoose of representatives, eot- | 


curred in 396; president’s signature 397 | 
Naval pension tund law of 1537, repealed 819 


Naval board of examinguon m Philadelphia 260; 
result of 303 
Naval conrt martial 240 
Naval depot, resolution relative to at Gulf of Mexico 
adopted in United States sc nate 345 
_ Enquiry ot committee 10 Uinted States senate relu- 
tive to vatler servite 305 
Naval promotions 31, 66 
Naval squadrons— African, sloop of war Puirlie!d 375 
the Dolphin, the Grampus, sulistaction demanded of 


black pnnee. arnval at Sierra Leone, capi. Bell 59; | 


Cyane 131; Dolphin, Giawjus 153; Dolplio’s arrival 
at New York, bsi of officers of United States slap 
Boston at Cape ‘Town 196, 292; Constellation and Bos- 
ton sail fur China 324; Graiis 343, ib. 

Coast and West India squodion, seamen of Dela- 


ware, heut. McKean. steamer Missouri 21; capt. Mur- | 


gan commander at Chal. sieu 21, eoninno. Renshaw 
Commands at Brockin, comumodere Shubrick 37; 
steamer Col. Harvey 24; Micedunian and Firzhue sail 
68; United States schooner Porpoise, ship Warten 104; 
stations of 133; deseraons tran ilie Brandyw.ne 176; 
brig Consort, survey of harbor ob. Apatachwola, the 
Levant 2923 the Faitfieid, Cyane, ship Delaware 335; 
MaceJonian 360; frate Macedonian 338 

Exploring expediion, curiosities sent by, novel 
branch of navonal industry 145; capt. Lawrence of 
brig Porpoise 172; cruisings ol Purpose, Peacock, Fly- 
ing Fish, Vincennes 211 

Medierrancan squadron, United States ship Cyaue 
arrives at and sails fom Mahon 21; Dolpinn and 
Grampus, correspondence to New York American 
from brig Dolphin giving interesting paruculars 51, 131; 
signolized at Gibraltar. arcival at New York of Bran- 
dy wine, chaplain of landed at Montreal, ctheers of the 
Brandywine 165; return ot 132; il. Cyane, Wo Lat. 
imer, esq-, 153; sinp Delaware. desuned ta 155; the 
Preble passed «tl Cape de Gan 196; courtesy to, ship 
Delaware destiied. to, ea. Monis 2273 Tuulon sails 
tur United States, Pieble tor Mabon 274; ibe Biaudy- 
wine, commanded by capt, Geissinger 292; correspon: 
dence 1n relation to 305, 206, 807; Onio arrived ut Bos- 
tun, the Preble 226; Brandy «inc oil 

Pacific squadron, file of Saudwich papers, Honolulu 
of Dee. 5, Vorpuise, Peacock, Flying Fish, Carolina, 
Vincennes 104; passengers in the Lausanne tor New 
York 105; news from Porpore brig of 160; cum. T. 
Ap C. Jones to command 158; Porpoise brig, captain 
Ringgeld at "aliti, islands discovered and. visited by, 
crew well 196; letter trom lrigate Cousitutien on Pa- 
ete trade with United States 291, 292; bent com. 
Daring to take command of United States schooner 
Shark, the Constirution 292; Constitution, Yorkiown, 
Dale, Shark 333; St Louis tu Sandwich 355 

Sonth American squadron, slop Manon afloat at 
Rio, Uned States frigate Potumac ashore, ve~sels sent 
to her relief, no injury sustained 21; Warren at Sania 
Maria, in Rio the Potomac, Constelation, Yorktown, 
Dale, and Relief, to sal 69; runor contradicted 103; 
anival of Hiberma, news of Const laton, Potomac, 
Decatur, Concord, Marion, and Euterpiize 105; com. 
Morgan appointed. to commind Brazilian. station 192; 
Conetellanon marder 182, skop Yorktown bom Rae 
the dancira arrived at Valpa iso 211: Yorktown at 


INDEX. 


Valpariso 227; Coneord all well 274, 292, 324; Verron 


338, 271 


App.intment, HI. Alden ehapla'. 555 
| Navy, ot Great Brimin, epitame of 324 
Naval power of France 129 
Naviganon, petitian for improvement of 397 


National affiirs—see president Tylers address to pen- 
ple of United States 97; presentation, documentis 209; 
express, consular, boundaries, letter from A. Stevenson 
225: 

al 


popalation of United States 273; anniversary 290 
| Lee et i : j sie 
| ational bank, petitions tor, see lank 293 

National currency, gov. Ellsworth en? 199 
National foundry inquiry relative to location for 6 


National institution, gevlugical specimens sent to 125; 


notiee of donations io and patronage of 196 
Needles i _ 868 
Nelson, major, sword delivered to deputy of 16 


Neatrahity act, message from president to senate on 


expiravon of — . 330 
New Brunswick, D. P., population of 80 
New England, produce uf ST 


Nor Hampshire—r soliton from on sniject et ap- 
pointing same day thieugh union for election of presi- 
dent and vice president 6; education 1n, Mr. Prerects 
remarks 21; election 1esalts 39; last day appeinted in 
53; rate of interest and punishinent for usury m 117: 
governor and council in session lor counting votes, 
voles for members of congress, vote for senators 211; 
message of governor of 292,293; resolutions of relative 
to national bank and tariff presented. to United States 
senate 296; adjournment of lezislature of 320 

New Haven and Northampton eanal py 

New Jersey—resigaation of judge in 22; adjournment 
of legislature, statisiics, recharter of bank in, vote on 
bank restuctions, clection of judges in 39; finances, 


Morris eanal 70; smelung iron. with coal in 89; rate of 
interest und punishment for usury in 117; annual me- 


thodist eonference in 149; census ot 197 
New Qileans—resolutjon adopted inquiring into ex- 
pedieney of extending limits of port of 300; bill reported 
and passed 3175 remonstrance against 3205 kud an Ia- 
ble 3315 meinonal against by einzens of 363 
Newspapers, ordered tor Umid States senate 218 
for house of representatives 259 
New South Waks—lich price off icd for laborers tn, 
deposites ot in savings banks, amount of exp'its [rom 


ceedinus of 1elauve to gen. Harnson's death 100; clee- 


tion in 103, 125; religious anniversanries 1 200 statisti 
oí 236 
New York stete—taxes, bank safety fund 22; bunk 


panig, “red back” assocmtion, pauoun war, sfatistes 
35; common schools 39; singntar divorce case, whiz 
nomination tor mayer, gov. Seward's iure to Tall 
abolishing pu ferences of prestol notes 065. Virginian 
(dhithenlry 63; gaveram?s communicate n to Vir ana 60; 
MeLead case, nomination bin mayeralty, itera ini 
provements and state debt 70; great question of, Albany 
bridge vote, wards of Albany in, markets 59; execu- 
uve proceedings ef in relation to deule ef presdont 
Harrison 100; funeral honors to sen, Harrison in IH; 
rate ut interest und punishment for usury in, lesisla- 
tive proecedinus in the MeLeod ease 117; election in 
125; vote of in favor o 
eonmuiieree 131; eonmiuindcatiou trom bent. 
Xin to ou pending controversy 130: reply of gov. 
Seward of to Virgina 121; finanees of 166, 167, 165, 
169; foreign trading capital, niniber of stares, eomnmuis- 
sion houses, agricultural appropriation, patraon warin, 
report of eoninissioncrs on Renselicarwyck case 197; 
legislative session. closed, state stock, cost of canal 
ks in, breach of Ene canal, vote on question on 


div 
vicis 


400 


212; loans of 363; state canals 


123 

North Carolinu—su-pensiou of specie payments m 
; 89; day fixed for elecuon ot congressmen m 71; rate of 
Interest and punishment tar ueury 12 113; manufactures 
131; election 189; episcopal convention. in 

Norilieastern. beundary question 55 compliment to 
gen, Seott relauve to 82; eoim ention sspe tor decision 
on 146; passene 18 0012255 accurzey ol eol. Gouchette's 
survey questiutic d 213 


o» 


Ovosingo, aceonnt uf ruins of 191 
Oele, Charles, death of l5; announcement of death 


towards EAM 

Okiolegislative appropriation bill, passage of hill to 
protect camp meehugs in, reports on banks in 71; od- 
jourmnent of legrslatire, bank project postponed, sula- 
ries reduced, number of gaiceral laws, catholie eohic- 
dial 905 wheat ceps of, cain productions 105; -orrow 
fan, at president Dairisons. death 15; rate of interest 
in, pumshment for usnty in LiT; Ist wheat crowing state 
of the anion, canal thro’, umung Lake Brie with, ro ilic 
Olno, statisties, area, population, valuation ef propery, 
exports, pubhe works, s ate debt, revenue 112; public 
works ul, cunal conunerce of Cleveland 1905 dceision 
in law on slavery 21 6: hogs 313 

Ohio river. rise of xO 


proposed bank 258; appomtments by piesideut, | 


ix, 


Oil, quantity consumed on Columbia rad road 125: 
28; 


| rade z 
Old Ironsides elub, proce 215 ae 
O'ser, resignaion of professor me 3] 

Oaanbusts 2 
Oniedas, navigation vf, to Green Ba 79, 296 
Opin trade ite n i 


, Ordnance board, directions of, fur 
cidents 233; sec appropriations. 

Oregon, resolution introduced. relati i 

Oregon, res n relative to oceupati 
of 393; amendment of resolution adopted i il 


prevention of ac- 


146 
New York city—amount of yearly tax. for support af | 
22; nomination lor niayor in 70; inarket- ot Sh pro- 


E national bank, chamber of 
governor of | 


on of Genessee county, act relative to female eoo- | 


214: 


of, in. house of representativos, 1esouMuous of respect 


Outrage, by British cruiser 53 


Owen, Dr. specimens of geology presented by, to na- 
Tee 


tional rustiutc 


E 


Page, captain, sword delivered to 

Panahan gaus 

Palenque, account of rains of 

Paper nulls of Lee, (Mass) 

Pardon of H. H. White 

Parker, Dr. icter hy, on Chinese difficulties 

Vurty sprit 

Passuve of bank bill 

Passengers 

Tatents, Iall in senate to 
lue of designs, & e. 1 

Patents, eliurinan ol'eomnittee on, in United States 
senute Bu 

Patton, J. M. gov. of Virginia, warrant of surrender 


grant copy-rights to inven- 


issued 70; vonmiunication tu New York from 150 
Patroon case 127 
Patroon war 34 


Paulding, H. relieved from command of Brooklyn 
navy yard 


; , 146 
Tawi es, nuinber, condition, eustonis 209, 210 
Payne, Zebulon, the murderer taken "Ua 
Poarsew’s cannon 57 


Pounsylania—reiouiuation of guy. Porter, Jaw (ur 
estublistang insane asylum 29; edueution statistics 
aiieudment ol constitution, whig candidate for c overs 
nor 39, anthracite furnace, banks, tavern licenses, tern 
perance dilly resinanan of speaker, finances, bill an 
publie debt and siling tand 56; pa e of hank lil 
705 meeting of V. S. lank officers in, Gettyshare cone 
tractus, spec al order for member of congress 0; (e+ 
cutive proceedings of, on demise ot president Hin rison 
99; governor verees bank bill applieauon of Uimed 
States bank in, nngnlar and. honorable fact relative to 
Admns co. in. 105; rates of interest, punishinent fur 
usuiy ing gov. Porters reasons for veto bauk blot 
117, 1019, 110; resnation of congress main suber al 
eas on Celumlna rail road, lusurees AN en fcd 
131; passaue ot and vote on 1ehei bill. 149; revc ine 
bili passi d, lemslatine adjourned, substance of reve nuc 
bil of, gov, Porter's message giving leasous for seto 150, 
151,152; noninatian. for. congress, death of Gives 
Oste, i tuzal to neee pt relief bili by bunks in, rc venue 
and unproven nt. bill extact. fiin. Journal ot borce 
i Lr bu-ness convention, Yuprovense ptz qm, gtutctucnt 
pof costs, rerenue and expenditures at finished lines of 
| canalsand ral toads m, nnportant legal decision, Lock- 
hart es. bunk of U. S. 153; gov signs bill providi 
| election of county lcasurers by people, resnlt of cle ce 
tion m, new loan, yeas and nays on relet bill, address 
to people of 197913 Oe 

Penrose, Mr. sporker of huase of del gutes ol Penn- 
sylvana, designation of 56 

Pensions, chiitman of camnittee on, in U. States 
sene SL 

Prsia, arrangement of diflerences with, and cession 
oi taitress to Great Britain by 161; news by way of 


893 
Peruvian decice 900 
vetavina d E "M B 
T'vree, Mr. ol New Hampshire, in U. S senate 213 


Pierpont, Rev. J. account. by, of Brush iyranny in 


Tia 145 
Pinckney, TI T CUM 
inckney, thomas, when minister to Great Briain 
210 

Pinkney, Wm when minister to Great Britain 210 
Pancal 256 


Pistols, resolution ii U. States senate relative to od 
fastened 294 
Vittcbareh, trade of 304; improvement cf 3 
Philadelphia, moceedings on death of president PHa- 


rison Jol 
y TEM y F 
Physivians, abstract of report. of, on president Har- 
rigc fs sio aes Se 


Masc, C. E. eonsul of Bremen for Philadelphia reco 
nisel 146 
Paineet, report and resiznatan of Mr. 164 

, Poland, army siutisties 192; favors towards by Rus- 
stan cniperor zu 
Pohnes of tlie day —see president Tylers addiess t0 
people al U, S. 97; remarks on approacluns session of 
| congress 180, 151; announcementat eanilidute for next 
presideney 184; coin. Stewart, elab, resolutions, leter 
Xe ut Philadelplua 2153 Tallmadee f «val 229: hives 
meo's ty Sourh Carolina 308, 309, 210, 311: Jis nuci- 
pan New Yoil. to protest aganist passage ot na donal 
pank B 


1 A j J61, 302 
Popular rights and will, professor Henrs on I2 
Vopulation, resolnnon te tscertanr uguregate — 271 
Pork business in Louisville Y H9 
Porpoise, briz 160 
hfe T Y ja 

Port, ot New Orleans 320 
Porter, Mr. of Michigan, U. S. senate Efi] 


Porter, Mr. chairman of comunttee on ronde and «: 
nals ep 

Yir . 1 3 

Porter, gov, of Pennsylvania, returns baul bil wrih- 
out executive appar bann amd reasons therelor 117; 


X 


letters giving reasons for withholding assent to zeler 
bill i 
Portugal—military demonstrations ecascd, national 
guard reconstructed 51; translation of official publica- 
tion of amnesty granted in 65; treaty with U. States 
67; ttle and honors eonferred by qucen of 146; death 
of minister of marine, baron Bonttin takes eharee of | 
portfolios, money concerns ver embarrassed 161; Hon 
gociations between Don Miguel and Rome proceeding 
257; Queen's congratulatory letter 289; new cabiuctin, 
financial eondition > 322 
Postmaster-gencral, Franeis Granger 18; annonace- 
ment ot presidents death and arrangements for funeral 
hy 85; report from, to president Tyler 200; document 
fropi 237; resolutions pass house of rep. for information 
from 302; communication from, relative to cost of build- 
ings, &c. 367; communication tron, relative tosouthern | 
mail 331; cominunication from, relative to approprja- 
tions 333; resolutions of inquiry of, relative to post office 
affairs in U. S. senate e ? 393 
Postmasiers, proviso to appropriation bill influencing 
11, 352 
Post Office—reecipts and expenditures for 1840; 
amount received for postage 36; dead letters iu the, of 
London 80; chairman of committee in U. S. senate | 
221; arrangement 240; suits in New York against 256; 
bill reported in bouse of rep. makiog appropriatians for 
anditor’s office in department 351; resolution in house 
of rep. on, inquiring the expediency of express mails 
on great route 397: committee in house ol rep. on decline 
making further appropriation for 397; resolution adopied 
relative to certain papers ib; bill reported in house of 
rep. making appropriations for 393; eonsidered, argi- 
iments for and against, amendments proposed 415 
Post roads—chairman of committee on, in U. S. se- 
nate 221; resolution of inquiry into expediene 
changine certain 
Postage 
T'osteiipt 
T'otatoes 
Potomac bridge, appropriation for 11; message m | 
295 | 


Pre-empiion, sce TE lands. 


Jermont, in U.S. senate 213 


mun of committce on patents 221 
Presentation of foreign 1ninisters 20, 34 
President's mansion, oceupied by Tyler 112 
Presidential, candidate 335 | 


M. 
n: 


ary alEurs f 
Fieston, Mr. of South Carolina, U. S. senate 
Prince de Joinvitle 416 
Public laud hill, amendments 411, 412 
Printer, puldie, chosen 232; vote of house of rep, of 
U. 8.9235; iesolution relative to Blair and Rives us 45; 
remarks 53 
Printing— mation for additional copies of president's 
message, modified 221; resolution for additional copies 
of report ot see. of treasury deferred 243; president's 
nicssuge accompanying treasury decusneiMs ordered to | 
be 255; plan ol proposed bank ordered to bo 232; ail- | 
d tional copies uf. treasurers plan ordered to be 2935 re- | 
sort ordered to be 933; rzsolu'ion on apprapriutiou to 
Mrs. ITarrizon ordered 1 be 234; report fran) treasurer 
ordered to be 231, 294; resolurions of Rhode Island on 
revenue bill, malxug appropriation for gen, Hoirison's 
funeral expeusc, 412; amendment to fi-eal bank bili 
413; report of comnuilce on public: Dui leiis 
grounds 414: jaesidenUs message ordered to be 
correspondence and message of president Tyler ore 
ed to be 2025 Wi nnd report on navy and honu. 
droa 3035 10 poit of ii ylind committee ou publie land | 
bul ordercd te be 211; extra copies of documents 217; 
vonnmnameatons [roni see. of tieasury ordered to lie, 
alo Mr. Hasslers rc port on weights and meus i 
ince of eiizens. of Olio urdeted to 


Panot x 5 
Mr. Clay ws bank bil to he 232: secie y's eom- 
mogi anon on sub-streasury 333; comm edits from 


President ordered to be 335; cerun cal Went ns 

yelinvr o post olies, Ses bill toineotporate «ubseribei | 
tl eal Ui iml, ariemlinents thereto, bill relative to di 

triet hauka, ana tail to establish a unifirin system ol 
banking, cse ordered to be 335; menmeaial ordered io 
be 2195 ia in rhnna te duties en drawl . 
diri d w S61; n port on making: oppi o 
ii surveys Sees lor ex nt des ob pabeinry os 
baukrnprs aad Gil ideed to be Sith eonim dn nan 
flow V'ieneh nuinee v, president "yl ps t teri 
to Cn ane ht: Sratue to be. 267; hill on. diu 
drawback 275; bonse bill on duties nnd dias seks | 
379: [ils for anditer of post. ollice, ipprepriion fr | 
multar trod warrants, and oanessuse delanve fa list al} 
yia athe, Nags PDs depisinions on empese electi 
eonun vation fon pest master, Ye p irt o dr propr 
tious bebe 2735 preeeedings and resatutions of incetins | 


vU npe 


iu 


in Obi iH proecedtugs of Virgie on tinh oh d} 
to be 3935 cS pr eames ot presidents seti an ! 
Bee, ol eonmiuiieanen of Jand atti oe: 


to Ge 399; Mr. Gordons letter ordered te dn g’ 
uo al papers en Mexican eoninimsoaten cdered the 
evi cinia rel tables on 1evenu bul 395; ra e el 
ju nli ret U, S. ec nsus 07; approp ioti bud bae 


eiie anas sanuae eg an fpi, tado dH per ur ioi 
Jar Fol c^ cbe 40s manera ut visor ep da vd 
pron dr; te ban Dan aed ou (HOT iin, Se oT 
precor ons ob vana meeting, prove diy a fei | 
rout Pob ear ns rd onmia]. geo. Beottberdi ped he 


4i; onttie, at quie nb nts raessuite 245; Xtra eop ! 
repart ol tior mrs on eommneree ordered to he tse à t 
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respondence between Mrs. Harrison and the president 
ordered to be, eommunieation relative to tobaeco du- 
dnties ordered to be 296; bill to repeal sub-treasury or- 
dered to be 293; report of see. of treas. on finanees, 
10,000 copies ordered to be 299; resolutions an appro- 
priating proceeds of public lands ordered to be 299; 
memorial on operation of tarifflaw on iron manufactures 
ordered to be 300; loan bill ordered to be, appropriation 
billordered to be, treasurers plan for fiseal agent or- 
dered to be 300; bill to provide for payment of navy 
pensions ordered to be 301; eorumunieation on ecnsus 
ordered 302 

Prison discipline soeiety 240 

Private lands, ehairman of eommittee on, in U. 8. 
Senate 221 

Proclamation, of president Harrison on ealling extra 
session 33; of gov. Grason calling extra session 39; of 


a treaty with Portugal, by president Tyler 216 
Prodace, of New England, 21 
Property, valuation of real, in Ohio 172 


Prospective pre-emption bill—debate in senate on, 
Mr. Smith's remarks 4; debate on, eontinued 22, 42, 43, 
44, 45, 46; Mr. Southard's remarks on 72, 73,74, 75, 76 
77, 13, 19; Mr. Huntingdon's remarks on 90, 91; debate 
91, 92; Mr. Preniiss's remarks on 92, 93; veas and nays 
on striking out amendment on further proceedings rela- 
tive to 94, 95;debate on, continued 109, 110, 111; debate 
on, continued 124, 125, 126, 127, 139, 140, 141, 142, 143; 
continuation of debate on 158, 158; eontinued on pages 

173, 174, 275, 319, 330, 395, 410, 

Proteetive duties—Baltimore American on 369, 370 

Protocol—signed by European powers . 82 

Prussia—politieal condition of 146; army statisties 

Public buildinzs—chairman of committee on, in U. 
S. senate 221; subject referred to cominittee on 397; 
report of comniittec on 414 

Public lands—bill reported on issuing warrants for 
inilimmry 851, 393, 391; resolution of inquiry concerning, 
in U. S, senate 395; bill engrossed in U. S. senate 411 
bill reported relative to granting to Polish exiles 7; in- 
structions of legislature of Maine relative to 21; aeres 
of, iu Michigan unsold 22; table of 23; chairman of 
committee on the U. 8. senate 221; resolutions of Mas- 
sachusetts in favor of distribution of, presented to U. 
S. senate, bill introduced making appropriations of pro- 
eecds of, for limitred time 266; bili referred to eommittee 


(on 232; Mr. Walkers modification of bill for distribu- 


Publie works—of Kentueky 120; of Ohio 190; copy 
of investigating committee, instructions for the, of eny 


of Washington 983 
Q. 

Qurantine laws, abolition of, recommended 160 

Quorum, ia United States senate 213 


R. 

Rail-roade—amount of miles completed in U. S. 33; 
western of Massachusetts uided 37; expenditures and 
profits of in Indiana 40; statistics of Boston and Low- 


cll $8; authorized to ereet in Illinois 57; account of the 
pol Great Britain &,; the Lexingion and Ohio 120; oil 


2 


ce nsunwd on the Columbia 123; travelling on great 


hwestern line 144; western of Massachusetts 186; Sus- 


quc hanna 183; contemplated in haly 257; petition from 
the en. of, of Grand Gulf 266; of Syracuse 820; opening 
uf great western of Great Britain 337; from Boston 384; 
speed on 416, of Utica and Schenectady 415 

Iul road iron—imemorial. presented to honse of re- 


pr eutauves for repeal of act relative to 332 
Rau 176 
Randolph, J, will of 352 
Kau of representation 195 
Rab 331 


32 
R alor personal property, law relative to in. Michi- 
] 105 
Ho Sprocity of trade 183, 131, 183 
IHE ose, wait 301 
Un doabiity to office, sce gov, Elsworth's speech 199 
Li form 191 
Re mons anmiveerearies eoi 
lie dins Leish, shot i 
lo nons of commeree with G, Drituin letter on 180 
Rout bal, of Penusylvania, rejected by banks 037; 
yoo anml uays on 212 
E onmnmiscedee, revolutionary 324 


Kon val- fon officere olution to give list of. pro 
ad Z4, 295, 296; Benton's resalution on 330; reso- 
ed . 330 
a rom, James, court of enquiry held on. 
inst 195 
rwyek, manor of 137 
not elei of house of representatives of United 
“ade do approprittons 69, 60, G1, 62, 63; af 


pic enas on dean PHarrison's aliness 81; oF commis 
wer mpare n eis 137; on home squadion: 338; 4 
iC esammtee en quibilie buides aud grads 414 
upie entitise s Gf Foreign states now in. Washing- 
tan 34 
Papen benennt resolution from committer an 207 


Revenue—appointments in Maryland 131; bill of 
Pennsylvania 157 
Revenue, eornparative, of France and England 177; 
resolution on cutter service 400 
Ue bill, of Pennsylvania, substance of pd 
HIM - 
Revenue laws—resolution adopted modifying the in 
eertain eases 300; eonsidered in house of representa- 
tives 350, 351; table relative to 355, 356, 357, 365; passed 
366; message from house of representatives to senate 
announcing passage of bill 411; vote on postponement 
of in senate ¿b.; Rhode Island resolution on 412 
Revolutionary claims—chairman of committee on in 
United States senate 221; offieers 384 
Pelee soldiers, petition in behalf of Widows 
o 2 
Reward to valor 16 
Riehmond the, overhauled by British cruiser 88 
Richmond, (Virginia), proeeedings in, relative to fu- 
neral honors to gen. Harrison 114 
Riots, on canal 224 
Rives, see Blair 
Rives, Mr., of Virginia, in United States senate 218; 
chairman of committee on foreign relations 23] 
Rhode Island—convention ealled to forin new con- 
stitution 21; rate of interest and punishment for usury 
in 117; meeting of legislature in, whig ticket, eongres- 
sional eleetion in, re-election of judges, sheriff and 
clerk 156; colored people in opposed to exemption from 
taxation 196; short session of 304; resolutions of on 
revenue in house of representatives of U. S. 412 
Roads and eanals, chairman of committee on in U. S. 
senate 221 
Roads, turnpike, of Kentucky 120 
Roane, Mr., resolution relative to judge Barbour 7 


Robbery, of mails 30-4; items of 336 
Robinson, Peter, verdict of jury on 80 
Rocks, melted 399 

tuck salt 368 
Rocky monntains, steamer bonnd towards 198 
Rogers & sons, cutlers, statistics of 96 
Roman states, army statistics 199 
Rome, feast of languages, celebration at 145 
Ronaldson, James, death of 96 


Rule—rescinded by congress 223; debate on in house 
of representatives 251; 252; 253, 254, 255; Mr. Wise's 
resolution, Mr. Adams’ amendment, vote, debate 270; 
271; further remarks 253, 284; debated on 234; on sus- 
pension of 285; debate on adoption of 285; debate and 
final decision on adoption of 236; resolutions on, votes 


on i 297 
Rush, Richard, when minister to Great Britain 210 
Russia~fall of price of corn in 35 


I ; Squadron sent 
to the llague by emperor of 322; trade with China by 
8. 


354 


Sailor, a would be 368 
Salary, report favorable to increase of for distriet 
judge of Lonisiana 282 
Salem, trade of 330 
Sands, J. R., appointed commander of Brooklyn 
navy yard 196 
Sandwich Islands—the Polynesian, loss of vessel, 
account of calamity 175; population of 
Sarah Aun, the, eaptured 
Saratoga springs 352 
Schools, in Verinont 272 
Schools, cummon, of New York 39; in Pennsyl- 
vania 224 
School fund, of Connectient 186 
School, Sunday, auniversary of 205 
Seaman's Friend society, auniversary of 205 
Sergeant, at-arms, election of in house of repre- 
sentatives 239 
Season, the ldt 
Secretary of navy —Georze E Badger ol North 
Carolina 18; return ot to Washington 203; report 
of to president Tyler 269; document froin 236; re- 
port froin on removal of Mediterranean squadron 
294; communication from on statue of Washington 
397 
Secretary of slate, Daniel Webster, 18; circular 
on partizau interference 51; visit to N. York and re- 
tuin 66; letter of inquiry relative to laborers, &e. on 
publie works 66; letter of in year 1333 on. slavery 
67; anpnuncement of president's death by, arrange- 
menl for lunecal by 85; Jeter tu Mr, Cuthbert 104; 
visit to frigate Brandywine 179; documents from 
and minister of Greal Britain, report to. president 
fiom, on comineree 209; correspondence with Mr, 
Fox 229, 220, 231; documents relative to foreign 
commerce 212, 213, 241; report from transmitted 
1o congress reports from, submitted to United 
States senate 233; curmmunication from relative to 
census 295; comimuincation from in relation to as- 
sumption of state debt 298; communication from, 
relative lo seizure of American vessels submitted 
to Congress 319 
Recielary of state, for Maryland, appointed 138 
Sveretary of treasury, Poomas Ewing of Ohio 18; 
eireular to disbursing ageuls und navy aud Indian 
departments Gë; annonicement of presidents death 
and arrangement for daneral by 83; circular to dis- 
buising agents 88; statement by, showing amount 
of notes issued 122; statement by, ef amount of 
nates (en d PIG: state finances at close of last 


BID 


179 


99 


4, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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adininistration drawn up by L. Woodbury 163; re- 
port of on finances 232, 233, 234; report handed in 
by, on receipts and expenditures of post office de- 
paríment for 1840, 260; report of treasury notes 
issued prior to March 4th 283; communication trem 
presented to house of representatives of U. States 
284; condensed statement of expenditures in Indian 
affairs and Florida war, by 290; relative to com- 
merce and navigation 295; communication Irom, on 
clerical error 296; resolution passed liouse of re- 
presentatives, calling on for plan of fiscal agent 299; 
communications from 318, 319; communications 
from, containing accounts of disbursing officers and 
agents 330; communication from on sub-treasury 
law 333; communication from on commerce and 
navigation of France 367; communication from 
on land office proceedings 395; report from land 
office 411 
Secretary of war, John Bell of Tennessee 18; 
announcement of president's death and arrangement 
for funerat by 85; office of commissioner in Missis- 
sippi discontinued by 88; Mr. Puinsett’s report and 
resignation of office in department of war 164; re- 
port of to presideut 209; documents from 234, 235, 
236; commnnication from to fiouse of representa. 
tives relative to expenditures for Indian treaty 367 
Seminole war, resolntion of inquiry into causes 
383 

Senale, of United States, standing of 359 
Senatorial districts, of Connecticut 200 
Sergeant, John, declines appointment of minister 
to England 823 
Sergeant-at-arms, proceeding relative to election 
46 


of 


of 


Sevier, Mr., of Arkansas, in U. S. senale 218 
Seward, gov., reply of to Virginia 151 
Shalt, lor frigate Missonri 240 
Shattuck, Rev. D. O., nominated for governor of 
Mississippi 90 
Shields, Mr., delegate from Alabama 298 
Shinplasters 96 


Shipbuilding 400 
Shipwreck 224 
Short session, of Rhode Island 304 
Sigourney, Mrs., return of to United States 144 


Silk—bounty on in New York 208, 256; prayer 
for duty on 266, 320; remoustrance against bigh 
daly on 392; importation of 400 

Simmons, Mr., of Rhode Island, in United Slates 
senate 218 

Simmons, J. S., from Rhode Island, qualified as 
United States senator 16 

Simms, J. D., actingsecretary of navy, announce- 
ment of president's death by 85 

Sing Sing, sfate prison 288 

Slavers, capture of 80; accounts of 144; capture 
of Portuguese 192 

Slavery, promise of Mehemet Ali relative to 51; 
Webster’s letter on 67; on law concerning in Ken- 
tacky 121; in Brazil 146; decision in courts of Ohio 
on 206; Mr. Adams’ motion relative to petitions 
concerning 223 

Slave—sale of prohibited in process of law in 
Texas 179; decision relative to sale of convict 
189; fugitive case 272; a, at Newport 288; runaway 
336, 352; insurrection . 368 

Slave-trade—resolution of inquiry relative to cor- 
respondence on with Great Britain, passed house of 
represenfatives 299; on president's message con- 
cerning 300 

Smatl notes 400 

Smith, Mr., of Indiana, in U. S. senate 218; re- 
marks by on pre-emption bill 4 

Smith, Mr., of Connecticut, in U. S. senate 218 

Smuggling, schooner to be tried for 179 

Snags, in Mississippi, number removed 54 

Snuti, statistics of manufacture in U. S. 210 

Societies, anniversaties of religions 204, 205, 206; 
see American societies. 

Solar compass, Bnrt's 131 

Sonthard, Mr., of New Jersey, elected president 
of senate, address from on that occasion 47; lakes 
chair in United States senate 218 

South America—civil war in New Grenada, fede- 
ral government decreed, forces concentrated, Ba- 
gola, gen. Herran, gens. Gonzales and Carmona, 
Panama to separate, Lavelle defealed in Buenos 
Ayres, altempt to compromise with insurgents 1S; 
battle between gov. Rosas and gen. Lavelle, letter 

iving particulars 33, gloomy state of New Grenada, 

enezuela tranqnif 51; disturbances at Bolivar, 
Lavelle's defeat confirmed, invasion of St. Cathe- 
rine's, rumor of revolution in Paraguay, general 
Hnnter's vote of thanks, Montevidian legislature 
convoked, Philip's arena 65, 130 

South Curolina—freshet in 64, notice of, extract 
from Charleston Mereury and comments on by the 
Sentinel, notice of gen. McDuffie’s address to ag- 
ricultural society of 120; rates of interest and pun- 
ishment for usury in H7; national bank, nnllifica- 
tion 189; observations in on yellow fever, Mr. 


Calhoun’s visit to son, abstract of speech of 214, 
215; Mr. Preston 215 
Sovereigns, ages of 272) 
Spain—Duoro question set(led, gen. Espartero's 
election, outbreak of medical students 51; regency | 
question 130; no advance in regency question 161; 
cortes assembled in, Espartero 178; failure to form 
cabinet in, title resolution, madame Mina appointed 
governante fo queen and sister 242; chamber of 
deputies in session, business in 257; disturbances 
at Barcelona, Fete Dieu solemnized 289; guardian- 
ship of Isabella vacant, speech of Espartero 322 
Speech—of Mr. Clay on president Tyler's veto 
message 403, 404, 105, 406; Mr. Wise's remarks on 
fiscal bauk 406, 407, 408, 409, 410; of gov. Bils- 


worth 198, 199, 200 
Specie, shipped for Enrope 160, 192, 256 
Specie 224, 240, 400 


Speaker, vote for in house of representatives 222 
Sprague, Peleg, judge of U. S. district court 352 
Spriog : 
Stammering, operation in 
State credit 
State debts 504 
State prison, of Connecticut 212 
State legislatures, tributes of to memory of gen. 

W. H. Harrison 98 
State stocks, resolution adopted in United States 

senate relative to investments in 364 
Statisties—of New York 38, 39; of education in 

Pennsylvania 39; of Boston rail road 48; of London 

post office 65; of Kentncky, Ohio, and Indiana, 

table of 121; of Illinois 121; on snicide 128; of 
port of Boston, Cincinnati exports, coal of United 

States, distitleries, of iron, shipping, specie, tem- 

perance, of teas, of tobacco, ot fisheries 160; of | 

Ohio 172; of France 177; of New York 187; of 

commerce by canalat Cleveland 190; of armies 192; 

of Arkansas 198; of manulacture of tobacco and 

snuff 210; of state prison of Connecticut 212; of 

St. Petersburg 224; of St. Louis 256; of insavity 258; 

of city of New York 336, of coffee and sugar 336, 

400 

St. Lonis—murder in 132; particulars of tragedy 
in, arrest of murderers, improvement of 190; four 
arrests 192; statistics of 256; atrocities of inurder- 

ers in li 
St. Petersburg— census, statistics 224 | 
Statue, of Washington 2 
Statutes, new process of copying 57 
Steamers 16; Creole burnt 32; loss of the Ran- | 

dolph and amount of property lost in, decision of 

court in Migsonri relative to 48; government bnilt 
in Philadetphia 64; the Lion of Bristol 57; accident 
in, Renown snagged, Chester snagged 64; trip of 

Acadia 80; description of the Mississippi $9; num- 

ber of on Atlantic ocean 112; river lock navigation 

for in Kentucky 120; Trapper for Yellowstone riv- 
er, the Acadia, frigates experiment of 128; acci-| 
dent on North river, explosion of the Henry Eck- 
ford, ships 144; the President 160; deseription of 
frigate Mississippi 165; letters by 176; anxiety for | 
President, names of passengers of President, Clarion 
at Havana, additions contemplated to Cunard's line, 
line of American to Liverpool, first arrival at Chi- 
cago 176; communication by in France 177; Britan- 
nia 192; iron ships, memoranda of the Troy, trips 
of the Missouri, the Maryland burnt, arrivals of at 

Havana, the Clarion, the President 203; injuries toj 

Britannia 224; the Germ, British Queen sold 240; | 

cost of President 240, 256; arrival of Caledonia 272; 

revenue cutters 274; accident of 285, 304; accident 

to, one stolen 320; ships 336; British, French, and 

Russian 337; resolution adopted in house of repre- 

sentatives relative to armed 350, 352, 368; British 

armed 371; disaster of Erie 284; {he Germ 399, 400; 


352 
320 


55 


disasters 416 
Steam bridge 336 
Steam engine, experiment of Hodge’s 112 


Steam navigation company, report adverse to pe- 
tition from 2 
Steam power, new applicalion of 224 
Steele 304 
Stevenson, Andrew, when nominated minister to 
Great Britain 2t0 
Stewart, commodore Charles, announcement of) 
as candidate for future president Ist 
Stocks 32, 48, 64, 112, 114, 160, 176, 192, 240, 
256, 288, 304, 320, 336, 368, 416 

Stockton & Stokes, leave asked to withdraw pa- 
pers of from file of U. S. senate 296 
Stone-cutters, petition from 382; pelition of re- 
ferred 397 
Stonington, Massachnsetts, boot aud shoe -ma- 
nulactnres in 80 
Story, Mr. justice, on L’Amistad case 40, 41, 42 
Strawberries, at Charleston 176 
Strembreck, J., death of 
Sturgeon, Mr., of Pennsylvania, in United Slates 


senaíe f 213 
Sturgis, capt. J., lribule to 123! 


X1 


Sub-treasury—instructions of Maine relative to 
21; Mr. Graliam's notice of bill to repeal 221; Mr. 
Clay on, Mr. Calhoun's amendment adopted 238; 
amendment as amended rejected, bill engrossed and 
ordered to be printed 239; bill for repeal passed 
259; Mr. Clay's resolntion, debate on 244; vote an 
Mr. Callioun's amendment, Mr. Clay's resolution 
adopted, bill reported repealing, remarks on 2t5, 
216, 247; consideration of resumed 218, 249; yuas 
and nays on Mr. Calhoun’s amendment, on amend- 
ment as amended, debate on, amendinent rejected 
250; sight amendments, bill concurred in by senate, 
yeas and nays on engrossment of 251; Mr. Wood. 
bury on 260, 261, 262; Mr. Calhoun on 262; further 
debate on 263, 264, 265, 266; bill for repeal of in 
house of representatives 283, 285; New York Ame- 
rican on 290, 294; bill on repeal of reported to 
house of representatives 335; bill on repeat of in 
United States senate 390, 381; further considera- 
tion of in committee of the whole declincd 382; 
passed house of representatives 383, 384; president 
signs bill repealing — . 398 

Sugar—estates in Louisiana 128, 160, 224, 320, 
336; prodnction of in the world 386 

Suicide—statistics of 123; of J. L. Moore 208, 


304; in France 826 
Suit, against N. Biddle 368 
Sunday schools, in Havana 256 
Sua stroke 33 
Survey, of coast of United States 300 


Swachhamer, Mr., resofution introduced by, on 
McLeod case 133 
Swartwout—report of return of 304; arrival aud 
summons of 368 
Sweden — Russian ambassador’s assault in 51; 
army statistics 192 
Switzerland—vole on aid extended to Argan, 
French instructions on suppression of convents in 
565 spoliation of convents in, catholic preparations, 
foreign influence t61 
Sylvester, Mr , elected professor of Virginia uni- 
versity 320 
Syria—commodore Napier fo repair to Smyrna, 
Turkish forces at Jafla 51 


2h 


Tallmadge, Mr. of New York, in United States 
senate 218 
Taney, R B. communication from, on funeral 
ceremonies of judge Barbonr 7; letter from, relative 
to gen. Harrison's funeral oration Itt 
Tappan, Mr. of Ohio, in United States senate 218; 
on construetion of constitution relative to presiden- 
tial office 218 
"Taritf—instructions of Maine relative to 21; letter 
of J. Hume relative to 180; gov. Elfsworth in lavor 
of 186; gov. Ellsworth's views of 198, 199; memo- 
riat of Pennsylvania on, presented to house.of rep. 
and laid on table 298; of duties of Venezuela 305; 
articles on 307; report iu favor of revision of, con- 
sidered 835; extract of debate on printing memorial 
in favor ol increase of 843, 344, 345; Mr. Wintbrop’s 
resolution on 349, further consideration of ib ; vote 
reconsidered 350; petition trom citizens of Baltimore 
on practical operation of, referred to committee on 
cominerce 898 
Taverns in Philadelpbia 160 
Tax, laid in New Jersey 39; Indiana poll tax -10; 
bill of zeneral, in Maryland 89; extract liom English 
paper on 112; petition from colored population and 
reasons 196 
‘Tea—toss on, in London 16; from Panama 1t; 
prices of 160; crops in China 162; sales of, in N. 
Yoik 192; trade in London 176; trade 272; party 
256 
Teetotaler 80 
Telegraphing—memorial of Mons. Gonon on 363 
Temperance—bill in Pennsylvania 56; in Lowell, 
Massaehuaetts 64; extraordinary movements in Bal- 
timore 50; in Connecticut 128; reform tt; reform 
in Ireland 160; union association celebration 204; 
reform 208, 294, 256, 384 
Tennessee—romination in, lor governor 39, 40; 
congressional candidates, Zebinlon Payne in durance 
57; bank exhibition 71; time of eongressional elec- 
liou in 105; rate of iuterest in, punishment for usury 
in 1t7 
Texas—treaty with Mexico, payment to England, 
Heury H. Williams, consul at Baltimore, minister 
to England, Indian maranders, future prospects, 
cotton, appointments, new tariff, Methodist church, 
number of districts in, next conference 33; loan 
with Great Britain, pacific dinner to gen. Houston, 
flood, St. Barnard captured 66; trade over laud 
with Mexico 83; minister to Mexico, fight with 
Indians, arrival of ship with specie 130; nati- 
onal debt of, slave sales prohibited in certain cases 
179; minister of, to France ilf in New Orleans 208; 
boundary of 225 
Territories, rates of interest in, aud punisliment 
for nsury 


xil 


304 of, passed house of rep. 300; bill introduced in h. 


INDEX. 


Thief’ detector , É White, John, elected speaker to house of rep of 
‘Thunderer (brig) 224 of rep. to revive act relative to punishment for crime | U. S., address by 222 
Titles 113, 416 against 331; communication from president in rela- White, Mr. of Indiana, in U. S. senate 218 
Timber, made of preserving 399 tion to law relative to military expeditions, &c.335;| White, H. H. pardon of 335 
Tin 304 | trade and commerce 401 Whig editors, festival of — 34, 35, 36 
Tract socicty, sixteenth anniversary ol 205|  Universalists, testimony inadmissable in Georgia| Wild Cat, (Indian), deseriplion of 132; speech 
Trade aud commerce—ot Connecticut 32; of U. 172) fram 211 
States 67; terms of, in California 178; letter from | University, Harwood, Virginia 304; professor in| Wiley, chief justice, indictment of 384 
A 


J. Huine ou free 180; on reciprocity of 153, 184, 
185; of Pittsburgh 804; contest for 338; revenue. 
tariff, table relative to 355, 335, 401 
Trafalgar, lannch of ship 337 
Transcendentalisin 240 
"Travelling 236, 368 
Treaty, with Mexico, bill to amend act relative 
to 349; 1n house of representatives 351 
Treasury—Mr. Benton's resolution for schedule 
of payments for three months 282; debate on, mo- 
tion to take up waived 233; amount of notes issued 
under certain acts of congress 290; loan 385 


Tieasury notes—amount issued in four years | 


116; particulars of issue of, redeemed, aggregate 
outstanding 210; amount of, issued 263; amount 
of notes issued uuder acts of congress 1837 aud 
1539, 128; loan a55 
Treasury warrants of Mississippi Em 
Treaty—between Great Britain and China 162, 
163; between Great Britain and Texas 177; procla- 
mation of, with Portugal 216, 217, 213 
Tribute of respect to gen. Harrison, resolutions 
of U. S. senate on 238; see Hurrison. 
Troops—discharge of brigade of Florida militia 
63 
Tobacco—statistics of manufacture of 210, 272; 


state of negotiations with German customs union | 


relative to reduction of duties on, submitted to U. 
S. senate 296; resolution of inquiry into correspon- 
dence concerning trade of 300, 304; crops 320; du- 
ties on American, in Germany 339; prices 352; mo- 
nopoly 384, 400 
Tobacco trade in 1840, 64, 50; monopoly of, in 
Trance 112; concerning trade of 112, 160, 176, 192, 
224, 240, 336; for prices of, &c. see Tobucco in Chro- 
micle page of each No. : 
Todd, col. testimony of gen. Harrison's estimate, 
allactiug scene 84; historical reminiscence of 53; last 
tribute at gen. Harrison's funeral 114 
Tomato figs 116 
"'Touibigbee river, on fire 554 


Townsend, Mr. elected serjeant-at-arms for house _ 
289: 
Tucker, Mr. appointed inspector of customs 114 | 


of representatives of U.S. 


Turkey—conference of ministers in, Egyptian 
«question, settleinent announced in, approbation of 
Masloum Bey, Ottoman fleet 51, firman granting 
pashalic to Mehemit Ali prepared, forwarded to 
Alexandria, circular, protocol 82; fleet of, discussion 
of porte’s reply to Mehemit Ali 129; articles of 
treaty 130; exiraordinary councils held in, minis- 
terial revolution in, fleet of, enters Bosphorus, num- 
ber of vessels, a Swede enters service in 162; diffi- 
culties in 209; Bulgarian insurrection suppressed, 
tribute of pasha, Christians tortifying Mount Athos, 
insurrection of Candia 257; sultan’s health declining 


289; insurgents defeated, protocol 401 
Tuscany—ariny of . 192 
Tustin, Rev. Mr. elected chaplain 252 


'T ylez—vice president, address of 19; vacates lus 
seat as presiding officer in senate and wherefore 
46; notttied of gen. Harrison's death, arrival of, in 
Washington 84; oficial visits to, remarks by, oath 
ot ollice by 87; address of, to people of United 
States, recommends day of last 97; opinions of, an 
certain questions as contained in letter to W. Ro- 
biuson 115; reply to foreign ministers 180; corres- 
poudence between and Israelites 179; proclamation 
of tiealy with Portugal by 216, 217, 218; message 
irora to congress 219, 220; correspondence of, rela- 
tive to removal of gen. Harrison’s remains 299; let- 
ter from, to Mrs. Harrison 302; letter from, on ap- 
propriations lor Washington's statue 367; commu- 
nication from, on removals from oflice 881; veto 
inessage from 339; veto on bank bill in U. S. senate 
393; signs navy pension bill 397; signs repeal ol 
sub treasury 393 

We 

Union, Rev. Mr. Cone on 

United States—commerce of, will Great Britain, 
treaty of, with Portugal, trade and commerce of, 
trade with Frances duties an luxuries in 67; popu. 
lation 80; part of coustitulion of, relative to presi- 
dential election 87; rates of interest in the 
different, and. punishmeut for usury 117; distilleries 
in, product of hresdstuffs in, ex poris of wheat aud 
our troim 1790 to 1510, 147; association of geolo- 
gists ol, agricultural rank ol 143; use of coal in 160; 
table of expenses, execulive, legislative, and judi- 
ciary of the, wheat crops of certain 165; table of 
annnal manulacture abd exportation of tnbaeco and 
spuft from 210; resolutionrelative to survey of coast 


226| 


Virginia elected 
Upasian winds 320 
Usury, punishment for, in the various states and 


territories 117 
Utica, rail road 416 
Uxmal, account of ruins of 191 


hy 


Valette, captain E. T. A. sword delivered to 16 
Valuable suggestions, on offices and patronage 
116 

Van Buren— president, sundry communications 
from 30; seft Washington 43; correspondence with 
T. Reynolds of Missouri 52; arrival of, at New 
York 60; proceeds to Kinderhook 179; when minis- 
ter to Great Britain 210 
Fun Dieman’s Land, resolutions relative to Ame- 
rican citizens in 330; communication froia president 
relative to 335 
Varella, Felix, degree of D. D. conferred on 112 


Vattemere, embarks for France 256 
Venezuela, tariff of duties of 305 
Vera Cruz, revolution in 65 


Vermont—rate of interest and punishment for 
usury in 117; choice of censors for 131; abolition 
nomination in 240; council of censors in session 
256; schools in 212 

Veto—message from president Tyler 389, 390; 
opinions on 390, 391, 392; on fiscal bank received 
in U. S. senate 393 

Vice president, see Tyler, remarks on, see pages 


57,93 
T'ienno, population of 352 
Victoria, age of queen 210 


Virginia—reward to valor in 16; votes for U. S. 
senator 22; correspondence with New York, resig- 
nation of gov. Gilmer 55; Mr. Hunter's letter 57; 
difficulty with New York 68; letter to 69; abstract 
of bank law in, divorce law 71; executive proceed- 
ing of, on death of president Harrison 99; question | 
growing out of governoi's resignation, time of elec- 
tions, nomination of gov. Giltner for congress 105; 
tribute to gen. Harrison's memory by citizens of 
Richmond 114; rate nf interest and punishment for 
usury in 117; election 149; communication to New 
York from lieut. gov. of 150; result of elections in | 
172; geological report of 133; recent election in 196; 
close of Protestant Episcopal convention in 214; 
case of contested 284; board of agriculture in 368; 
military land warrant bill 398 

Voicano 48; splendid eruption of a 207 

Votes, number polled for speaker to house of rep. 
222; for clerk 222 


2223 


AME 


_ War department, (John Bell) general orders for 
funeral of president by 85; see secretary. 


Warsteamers 337 
Water, supply of in London 336 
Waterlord 336 
Water and steam, in manufacturing cotton — 804 


Washington city, proceedings of citizens of, on | 
death of president [Harrison 115, 
Washington, national monument society 80; sta- 


tue of 412 
Washington, statue of 567, 370 ' 
Watt, James, character of 96 
Weather 64, 176, 192 
Weaving 224 


Webster, Daniel, resolution complimentary to 21; 
facts relative to speech of, in reply to Mr. Hayne 
43; see sec. of state. 

Weights and measures 370 

West Indies—tire at Mayaguez, dread of revolt among 
slaves 15; epideiaie at Jamaica, cargo of ice, riot. 
slayer 351; distress in tiercantile community 350 

Western law 224 | 

Western rivers 64, 80 

Westward, emigration 368 | 


Wertin, A. letter from to president Tyler 179) 
Whaters 406) 
Whales 240 

Whale ship arrived in Delaware 80; fisheries 169,1 


255 

Wheat bounty in Mass, 27; statistics concerning 

147, 118, 160; crops of west 165, 176, 192; disco- 

veries on propagation of 207; items 224, 272, 255, 

320, 526, 352, 363, 354, 400, 416. [For prices of, 
&c. see Chronicle page of each number.] 

Wheeling, public feeling at, on hearing of geu. 

Harrison’s death 114 

Whelan, Rev, V. degree of D. D. conferred on 

y 


z 


Wilham Brown, particulars of loss of the 209 
240 

Wilkinson, Frederick, late of U. S. army, death 
112 

Williams, Mr. of Maine, in U.S. senate 218 
Wilson, J. L. of Charleston, declines appointment 
66 


of 


Winn, judge R. death of 224 
Windsor castle, robbery of 129 
Wirtenburg, army of 192 


Wisconsin, bankrupt law ia 71; rate of interest 
and punisliment for usury in 117; villages in 132; 


missionaries in 283 
Wise, H. on vote for speaker and clerk 222; on 
president Tyler’s position 225 


Woodbridge, Wm. of Michigan, qualified as U. S. 
senator 16 
Wondbury, Levi, letter frotn, to collector of New 
York 21; qualified as U; States senator from New 
Hampshire 46; account of finances by 163 
Wool, exports of, from New South Wales and 


Cape of Good Hope 146; suit relative to 160 
Wool 272; product of, in America 290, 400 
Worth, Algernon, purser, death of 104 


Worthington, N. W., M. D., consulting physician 
duriug president Harrison's last iilness 84 

Wright, Mr. of New York, in U. S. senate | 218 

Wright, T. elected sec. of state of Maryland 188 

Wyandols, offer to 384 

Y. 

Yankee enterprize 353 

Yeas and nays—on Mr. Tappan’s substitute, on 
district banks, on Mr. Clay's amenüment, Mr. Al- 
len's amendment, on engrossing the judicial circuit 
court bill 7; on suspending rule of the house 9; on 
Cave Jotinson’s amendment to appropriation bill 10; 
striking out previsos to 10; on Mr. Alford's amend- 
ment relative to sale of spoons, on Mr. Allen's 
ameiudinent10; amendments to appropriation bill ib. 
on Mr. Mallory's proposition to send charge d'at- 
faires to Mexico instead of minister, on coast sur- 
vey, on movement for a call of the house, on Poto- 
mac appropriation bill, on decision of the chair 11; 
on amendment relative to officers fees, on Cave 
Jolinson's proviso, on amendment relative to custom 
house of New York,to collector of N. Y., on appro- 
priations for presideat's louse, on adjournment, on 
Mr. Stanly’s amendment, on Alexandria court Louse 
appropriations, on pay for stone cutters, &c., on re- 
duciug mission to Mexico; on compensation to post- 
masters, on suspending rules, on laying amendment 
on table, on amendment of journal 12; on excusing 
Mr. Crabb from voting, on resolution to pay mem- 
bers unavoidably detained, ou going into committee 
of the whole, on amendment to naval appropriations, 
on appeal of house, on amendment relative to Cum- 
bertand road, &c. 13; on Mr. Evans’ amendment, on 
previous question, on motion requiring two-thirds 
of house, on Mr. Droomgoole’s amendment 15; on 


; suspension of rules, on amendment to appropriation 


for Kickapoos, on concurring with amendments, on 
militia claim of Maine, on appeal, on decision of 
chair, on amendment to claim of Alabama 29; ou 
considering message relative to printing, on de- 
ferring election of serjeant-at-arms, on adopting re- 
solution to cleet serjeant-at-arms, on amendment to 
proposition to disiniss Blair and Rives, on adoption 
of resolution, on delivering official bond to Blair and 
Rives 46; on message to president Tyler 218; on 
voting for speaker by ballot 222; on adjournment 
233; on adjourument ib.; on Mr. Adams’ amendment 
to rules ot house j5.; twice on laying on table sub- 
ject relative to seats, desks, &c. ib.; on Mr. Cal- 
houn's amendment to bill to repeal sub-treasury 233; 
on adoption thereof, on engrossment thereof, on re- 
peal, on passage of bill 239; on Mr. Calhoun’s 
amendment 245; ordered on resolution of inquiry 
relative to gen. Arbuckle’s removal to another sec- | 
tion ib.; on Mr. Cillioun's amendment to bill to 
abolish sub-treasury, on amendment thus amended, 
on Mr. Benton’s amendment 250; on engrossment 
of sub-trcasury bill 231; on adjournment of house 
of representatives 255; on adjournment 256; on ad- 
journment of senate, on sub-treasury bill 266; on 
adjournment, on ordering main question in relation 
to rules, on adoption of amendinent thereto, on | 
amendment to Mr. Wise’s resolution, on appoint- 
ment of select committee 271; on motion to lay bill 
on table, Mr. Clay’s motion to lay Mr. Benton’s re- 
solution for schedule of payments on table, on laying 
it on table 282; on adjournment of house, on call of ! 
house, on laying motion of reconsideration on table, | 
| 


| 


- INDEX. 


on tellers, on taking main question, on main qnes- 
lion, on adjournment, on appeal from decision of 
chair, on 2d branch of division of question on elec- 
tion of printer 254; on reliet. bill in Pennsylvania 
legislature 212; twice on suspending rules, on 
adjournment, oi reading report, on laying report on 
table, on adoption of report, twice on reconsidera- 
tion of vote on rules 285; on decision of chair, on 
previous question, on previous question, on main 
question relative to adoption of rules for house of 
representatives 236; on call of house, on ordering 
main question, on hourof meeling, on notion fo sus- 
pend rules 287; on motion to print remonstrance, on 
postponing bill to revive eeitain bank charters, on 
Mr. Benton’s amendment, on reeomnmitment 294; 
on postponement of subject, on recommitment, en 
appropriating 425,000 to gen. Harrison’s widow, ou 
adoption ol amendment to fiseal agency bill 295; on 
reinstaling aimnendinent on publie land bill, on 


pit 


amendment, on further Aiuendment 296; on change : 


of hour of meeting in United States senate, on Mr. 
Bayard’s amendinent to bill to incorporate subscri- 
bers to fiscal bank, on Mr. Rives’? amendment, on 


motion to strike out District of Columbia as place ! 


of location, on Mr. Calhioun's motion fer location 
297; nn appeal froin decision of chair, on adaption 
of report on rules of house of representatives 297; 
on house of representatives concurring with com- 
mittee on appropriation to Mrs. Harrison, on pas- 
sage of bill, on laying a petition on table, on refer- 
ring bill to house, on motion to lay bill of inquiry 
on table 298; on sustaining demand for previous 
question relative to Mr. Cainpbell's resolution, on 
calling for tellers, on ordering main question, on 
main qnestion 299; on motion to lay resolution on 
McLeod’s case ou table, oa motion to print Hamil- 
ton’s plan for exchequer of issne, on reconsidera- 
tion of vote 301; on Mr. Rhett’s motion, ou appeal 
from chair, on Mr. Biigg's amendment to appropii- 
ation and pre-emption bill, on main question, on 
modified amendment, on adoption ol report of coim- 
mittee, on ordering main question, on adopting Mr. 
Weller's resolution, on striking out enacting clause, 
on laying bill on table, on final passage of hill, on 
laying Mr. Atherton's appezl on table 302; on sus- 
pending rales, on adoption of resolution of oie hour 
term, on notion to take up bill tor provision of tu- 
naties 303; twice on Mr. Walkei’s amendments to 
bank bill on Mr. Benton's amendinent, on Mr. 
Walker's third amendment 314; six times in refer- 


ence to fiscal agency bill 315, five times on amend- 
ments to fiscal agency bill 316; eight times on 
amendments to fiscal ageney bill 317; twice on 
amendments to loan bill, on ordering main question, 
on engrossing, on final passage, on resolution to go 
into committee of whole, on pauper lunatic bill 3t8; 
on repeal of law of 1837, on amendment to naval 
fund bill, on motion to adjourn, on amendinent to 
amendment, on amendment as amended, on main 
question, on cominittee rising 319; on amendments 
to loan bill, called eight tines, ou adjonroment once 
330; on adjeurnioent twice, on resolution relative 
to removals fiom office once, on amendinents to 
bank bill eight times 331; six times ou amendiuents 
to bank bill, on house resolving itself into comunt- 
tee of whole twice 332; on laying resolutions on 
table, on ainendment to, on amendment, on. resola- 
tion as amended 333; seven times on page 3314; on 
postponing appropriation bill, on laying 1t on table, 
on laying bankrupt bill on table, on appropriation 
for home squadron 335; nn changing place ol trial 
of gen. Gratiot 845; on laying bill for bankeupt law 
on table, on taking up bankrupt bill, on amendment 
as amended, on adjournment, on striking out a 
clause, on engrossmeut, on passage of bill, on stiik- 
ing eut section of bank bill 346; on amendments 
aud striking out parts of bank bill, seven times 347; 


nine limes on alterations to, once on engrossment of 


bank bill 348; on postponing and final passage ot 
bank bill, on going into committee, on laying Mr. 
Winthrop’s resolution on fable, oa main question 
349; on adjournment, on call of house, on reconsi- 
deration of vote, on amendment to bill for armed 
steamers, twice on committee of whole, on revenue 
bill 350; twice on going inte committee of whole, 
on previous question on revenue bill, on day for 
consideration thereof, on amendinent thereto, on 
adoption ot resolution, on resolving into committee 
of whole 351; on amendments to navy pension bill, 
on striking out, on adoption of amendment to dis- 
trict bank charter bill, on adding elanse to, on re- 
storing. fourth seetion, on engrossment, on third 
reading of lunatic bill 363; on amendments to ap- 
propriation bill, on laying resolution on table, twee 
on ainendinents to fortification bill 864, seven tines 
on appropriations far fortifications, &e., four tunes 


on amendments to bill for duties on drawbacks 365; 
a | 


five tines on revenue bill, on printing extra copies 
of report on bankrupt bill, on laying an table, on 
passage of revenue bill, on reconsideration of 266; 


xil 


on laying resolution on table, thrice on Jimiting time 
of debate, on adjourntaent 367; on laying inotion to 
pint inemorial on table, on third reading of bill, 
four times on amendments to fortification bill 378: 
cu sustaining decision of chair, on decision of ie 
hate, five times on amendments to land bill, on priut- 
ing memorial 379; four tiroes on pre-emption bill, 
on printing resolutions of Virginians, on postponing 
sub-ireasnry bill, tbree times on amending sub- 
treasury bill, on laying resolution relative to French 
minister’s remonstrance on table 380; main ques- 
tion aud on passage of bank bill 381; on taking up 
sub-treasury bill, on bankruptcy bill, on laying bill 
aside, on main question, on discharging cominittee 
of whole from consideration of bankruptey bill, lay- 
ing motion to print memorial on table, on motion to 
publish excluded petitions 352; on amendment to 
land bill 392; five times on amendments to land bill 
393; five times on amendment lo land bill 394; on 
postponing consideration of veto inessage, on amend. 
ineunt to pre-einption bill, on postponing land. bill 
395; on final passage of bank bill 396; on amend- 
inent to resolution on bankruptey bill, on laying re- 
solution on table, on adoption, on amending amend- 
ment to senate on navy pension bill, on adjourn- 
Ment, on resointion on bankrupt bill; on committee 
rising, on call of louse 396; on call for previous 
question, on motion to reconsider, on agreeing to 
amendment to census bill, on laying resolution on 
table, on third reading of census bill, on motion on 
bankrupt question 397; fifteen times in relation to 
bankruptey question and on final passage in house 
of representatives 398; ou reconsideration of vote, 
on bankrupt bill, on senate’s amendment to exten- 
stou of charter of district banks, on adjournment, 
on passage of bill relative to District bank chaiter 
and senate’s amendment thereto 399; eight times on 
amendinents to land bill 410; on distributing pro- 
ceeds of publie lands, on adjournment of congress, 
on going into executive session, four times on amend- 
inents to laud bill, on adjournment, on reading re- 
venue bill, on postponing revenue bill 411; on ad- 
Journment of congress 412; on. MeLeod resolution, 
on amendinents to forlification bill twice, on reeon- 
sideriag vote, on amendment to fiscal bank bill, on 
lying resolution on table, on adopting resolution 
413; four tines on amendments to bank bill, on or- 
dering maia question, on main question, on final pas- 
sage, on laying on table, on passage of tbe bill 414 

Yellow fever #03, 214, 393, 0984 
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To enable us to liy belore our readeis, at 
tbe earliest possible period, the INAUGURAL AD- 
DRESS of president Hanrison, we have had, neces- 
sarily, to exclude from our columns, many articles 
whieh would have imparted toit a much greater 
iniscellaneous charactei; but this we do not regret, 
becanse we are aware how intensely excited the 
mc mind is to see this paper. Aud had we uot 

een coiupelled Ly this cause to omit much that we 
had prepared for our journal, the desire, always 
consequen! upon the adjournment of congress, to 
see its last doings, would have preciuded us from 
giving a more vaned complexion to this number, 
as the proceedings of congress, on the eve of every 
session, is not only voluminous, but immensely iin- 
portant to the various interests of which our coun- 
try are composed. This brief apology must suffice 
for the present, and without indulging in auy vain- 
glorious promises for the future, we may be per- 
mitted to add, that it shall be both our pleasure and 
duty to make the ReGister, what it ought to be, 
a faithful chronicle of the times, 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate. Armory Ed- 
wards, to be consul of the United States at Buerics 
Ayres, in the place of Alfred M. Slade, deceased. 

John L. Wilson, to be attorney of the U. Slates 
for the western district of Florida, in the place ot 
James T. Archer, resigned. 

James H. Relfe to be marshal of the U. States Tor 
the district of Missouri, reappointed, 

John Brancli, to be receiver ol public moneys for 
the district of lauds subject to sale at Washington, 
in the state of Mississippi, iu the place of Anthony 
W. Rabb, resigned. 

Joha Warren Grigsby, fo be consul at Bordeaux, 
in the place of George Strobel, appointed consul at 
Matanzas. 

Peter A. Carnes, fo be consul at Campeche, in 
the place of Jolin L. McGregor, deceased. 

John J. Morgan, to be coliector of tlie customs 
for the distiiet of New York,in the state of New 
York, vice Jesse Hoyt, resigned. 

William Gaunt, collector of the customs at Nat- 
ge Mississippi, vice F, A. S. Doniphan, resign- 
e 


Andrew Agnew, surveyor for fhe district of 
Perth Amboy, and inspector of the revenue for the 
poit of New Brunswick, in the state of N. Jersey, 
vice J. R. Hardenberg deceased. 


THE INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
Of gen. William Henry Harrison, Murch 4, 1841, 
on enleiing upon the dutics of the office of presi- 
dent of the Uuiled Stutes. 7 abd 

Called from a retirement which 1 had supposed 
was lo continue for the residue of my hfe, to fill 
the chief executive office of this great aud tiee na- 
tion, J appear before you, fellow citizens, to take 
the oaths which the constitution prescribes, as a 
ueccssary qualification lor the peiformance of its 
duties. Aud ja obedience to a eustom coeval with 
our government, and what I believe to be your ex- 
pectations, | proceed to present to you a summary 
of the principles whieh will govera me in the dis- 
eharge of the duties whieh I shall be called upon to 
perforin. 

It was the remark of a Roman consul, in an early 
period of that celebrated republic, that a most strik- 
ing contrast was observable in the conduct of can- 
dilates for offices of power and trust, before and 
after obtaining them—they seldam carrying out, in 
the latter case, the pledges and promises made in 
the former. However much the world may have 
inproved, in many respects, in the laps of upwards 
of twn thousand years since the remork was made 
by the virtuous and indignant Roman, I fear that a 
strict examination of the fnuals of some of the mo- 
dern elective governments, would develop similar 

: instances of violated confidente, 
Vor X—Sie 1 


‘ing; uarestrained but by the liability lor injury to 


Although the fiatof the people has gone forth, 
proclaiming me the chief magistrate of this glorious 
onion, nothing upon their part remaining to be 
done, it may be thonght that a motive may exist to 
keep up the delusion onder which they may be} 
supposed to have acted in relation to my principles | 
and opinions; and perhaps there may be some in| 
this assembly who have come here either prepared 
to condemn those I shall now deliver, or, approving | 
them, to doubt the sincerity with which they are | 
uttered. But the laps of a few months will con- 
finn or dispel their fears The outline of principles 
to govern, and measures to be adopted, by an 
administration not yet begun, will soon be exchang- 
ed for immutable history, and I sha'l stand, either 
exhonorated by my countiymen, or classed with the 
mass ot those who promised that they might de- 
ceive, and flattered with the intention to betray.— 
However strong may be my present purpose to 
realize the expectations of a magnanitnous and con- 
fiding peo;le, I too well understand the dangerous 
temptations to which I shall be exposed, from the 
magnitude of the power which it has been the plea- 
sure of the people to commit to my hands, not to 
place my chief confidence upon the aid of that Al- 
mighty power which has litherlo protected me, 
and enabled me to bring to favorable issnes other 
important but still greatly inferior trusts, heretolore 
confided to me by iny country. 

The broad foundation upon which onr constitu- 
tion rests being the people—a breath of theirs hav- 
ing made, as a brealh can uninake, ehange or mo- , 
dity it—it can be assigned to none of the great di- 
visions of government, but to that of democracy. 
If such is its theory, those who are called apon to 
administer ıt must recognise, as its leading princi- 
ple, the duty of shaping their measures so as to 
preduce the greatest good to the greatest number. 
Bot, with these broad admissions, il we would 
compare the sovereignty aeknowledged to exist in 
the mass of our people, with the power claimed by 
other sovereiznties, even by those which have been 
considered most pnrely democratic, we shall find aj 
most essential difference. All others lay elaim to j 
power limited only by their own will. The majo- 
rity of our citizens, on the contrary, possess a. so- 
vereiguty with an amount of power precisely eqnal 
to tbat which has been granted to them by the 
parties to tie national compact, and nothing be- 
yond. We admit of no government by divine right. 
Beheving that, so far as power is concerned, the | 
Beneficent Creator has made no distinction amongst | 
men, that all are upon an equality, and that the 
only legitimate right to govern is an express grant | 
of power from the governed. The constitution of 
the United States is the instrument containing this 
grant of power to the several departments compos- 
ing the government. Onan examination of that 
instrament it will be found to contain declarations 
of power granted and of power withheld. The lat- 
ter is also susceptible of division, into power which 
the majority lad the right to grant, but which litey 
did not think proper to intrust to theiragents, and 
that which they could not have granted, not being 
possessed by themselves. In other words, there 
are eertain rights possessed by each individual 
American citizen, which, in his eompact with the 
others, he has never surreadered. Some, of them, 
indeed, he is unable to surrender, being in the lan- 
guage of our system nnalienable. The boasted pri- 
vilege of a Roman cilizen was to bim a shield only 
against a petty provincial ruler, whilst the proud 
de:nocrat of Athens could console himself under a 
sentence of death, for a supposed violation of the 
national faith, which no one understood, and which 
at times was the subject of the mockery of ail, or 
the hanishtnent fom tis home, his tamily and his 
country, with or without an alleged eause; that it 
was the act; not of asingle tyrant, or hated aristo- 
cracy, but of his assembled conntrymen, Far dif 
ferent is the power of onr severeignty. It can in- 
terfere with no one's faith, prescribe forms of wor 
ship for no one’s observance, inflict no punishinent 
but affer well ascertained guilt, the result of in- | 
vestigation under rules presciibed by the constitu- 
tion itself. These preeious privileges, and thase 
scarcely less important ol giving expression to bis 
thoughts and opinions, either by writing or speak- 


others, and that of a full participation in all the 
advantages whith flow from the government, the 
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ackowledged property of all, the American citizen 
derives from no charter granted by his fellow man. 
He elaims them because tie is himself a man, fash- 
ioned by the same Almighty hand as the rest of his 
species, and entitled to a full share of the blessings 
with which he has endowed them. Notwithstand- 
ing the limited sovereignty possessed by the peo- 
ple of the United States, and the restricted grant of 
power to the government which they have adopted, 
enongh has been given to accomplish all the ob- 
jects for which it was created. 1t has been fopnd 
powerful in war, and, hitherto, justice has been ad- 
ministered, an intimate union etieeted, domestic 
tranqnillity preserved, and personal liberty seeured 
to the citizen, A3 was to be expected, however, 
from the defect of language, and the necessarily 
sententious manner in which the constitution is 
written, disputes have arisen as to the amount of 
power which it has actually granted, or was intend- 
ed to grant. í 

This is-more particularly the case in relation to 
that part of the instrument which treats of the le- 
gislative brauch. And not only as regards the ex- 
ercise of powers claimed under a general clause, 
giving that body the authority to passall laws neces- 
sary to carry into ctfect the specified powers, but in 
relation to the latter, also. lt is, however, conso- 
latory to reflect, that most of the instances of the 
alleged departure from the letter or spirit of the 
constitution, have ultimately received the sanction 
ol a majority of the people. And the fact that many 
of our statesmen, most distinguished for talent and 
patriotism, have been, at one time or other ol their 
political career, on both sides of each of the most 
warmly disputed questions, forges upon us the in- 
ference that the errors, il’ errors there were, are at- 
tributable to the intrinsic difficulty, in many in- 
stances, of asce:taining the intentions of the fia- 
iners of the constitution, rather than the influence 
of any sinister or unpatriotic motive. But the great 
danger to our institutions does not appear to ine to 
be in a usurpation by the government of power not 
granted by the people, but by the accumulation in 
one of the departments, of that which is assigned to 
others, Limited as are the powers which have 
becn granted, still enough have been granted to 
constitute a despotism, if concentrated in one of the 
departiocnts. This danger is greatly heightened, 
as it has been always observable that men are less 
jealous of eneroaeliments of one depaitinent upon 
another, than npon their own reserved rights. 
When the constitution of the United States first 
came from the hands of the convention which form- 
ed it, many of the sternest republicans of the day 
were alarined at the extent of the power which 
lad been granted tothe federal government, and 
more particularly of that portion whieh had been 
assigned to the executive branch, There were in 
it features which appeared not to be in harmony 
with their ideas of a simple representative demo- 
cracy, or republic. And knowing the tendency of 
power to increase itself, particularly when exer- 
cised by a single individual, predictions were made 
that, at no very remote period, the government 
would terminate in virtual monarchy. It wonld 
not beeoiue ine to say that the fears ol these patri- 
ots have been already realized. But, as I sincerely 
b. lieve that the tendency of measures, and of men's 
opinions, lor some years past, has been in that di- 
rection, it is, 1 conceive strictly proper, that I 
should take this occasion to repeat the assurances 
I have heretofore given, of iy determination to ar- 
rest the progress of that tendency, if it really exists, 
and restore the government 1o its pristine health 
and vigor, as lar as this can be effected by any legi- 
timate exercise of the power placed in my tands. 

] proceed to state, in as summary a manner as T 
can, my opinion of the sources of the evils which 
have been so extensively complained of, and the 
correctives which may be applied. Some of the 
(ormer are unquestionably to be found in the de- 
teets of the constitution; others, in my judgment, 
are altributable toa misconstruction ol some of its 
provisions. Of the former is the eligibility of the 
same individual to a second term of the presidency. 
Tlie sagacions mind of Mr. Jeilerson early saw and 
lamented this error, and attempts have been inade, 
hitherto without suecess, to apply the amendatory 
power of the states to its correction. As, however, 
one mode of correction in the power of every pre- 
sident, aud cousequently in mine, it would be useless, 
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end perhaps invidious, lo enumerate the evils of; been entertained, that the president, placed 
which, in the opinion of mauy of'onr fellow citizens, | capital, in the centre of the country, could better 
this error of the sages who framed the constitution understand the wants and wishes of the people than 
may have been the source, and the bitler fruits which | their own immediate representatives, who spend a 
we are atill to gather from it, if it continues to disfi- part of every year among them, living with them, 
gure our system. It may be observed, however, as | often laboring with them, and bound to them by the 
a general remark, that republics can commit no|tripple tie of interest, duty and affection. To as- 
greater error than to adopt or continue any feature | sist or conlrol congress then in its ordinary legisla- 
in their systems of goveroment which may be cal- | tion, could not, I conceive, have been the motive 
culated to create or increase the love of power, in | for conferring the veto power on the president. 
the bosoma of those whom necessity obliges them | This argument acquires additional force from the 
to commit the management ol their affairs. And, | faet of its never having been thus used by the first 
surely, nothing is more likely to produce such a | six presidents,—and two of them were meiobers of 
state of mind tban the long continuance of an office | the convention, one presiding over its deliberations, 
of high trust. Nothing can be more corrupting. | and the other bearing a larger share in consummat- 
Nothing more destructive of all those noble feelings | ing the labors of that august body than any other 
which belong to the characterof a devoted republican} person. But it bills were never retuned to con- 
patriot. When this corrupting passion once takes | gress by either of the president’s above referred to, 
possession of the human mind, like the love of gold, it | upon the ground of their being inexpedient, or not 
becomes insatiable. It is the never-dying worm in| as well adapted as they might be to the wants of 
his bosom, grows with his growth, and strenghens | the people, the veto was applied upon thal of want 
with the declining years of its victim. If this is | ol canlormity to the constitution, or because errors 
true, it is the part of wisdom fora republic to limit | had been comtaitted from a too hasty enactment. 
the service of that officer, at least, to whom she has There is another ground for the adoption of the 
entrusted the management of her foreign relations, | veto principle, which had probably more influence 
the execution of her laws, and the command of her|in recommending it to the convention than any 
armies and navies, to a period so short as to prevent | other, I refer to the security which it gives to the 
bis forgetting that he is the acconntable agent not | just and equitable action of the legislature upon all 
the principal, the servant, not the master. Until an | parts of the union. It could not but have occurred 
amendment of the constitution can be effected, pub- | to the convention that, in a country so extensive, 
lic apinion may secure the desired object. I give my | embracing so great a variety of soil and climate aud 
aid lo it, by renewing the pledge heretofore given, | consequently of products, and which, from the 
that, under no circumstances, will I consent lo serve | same causes, must ever exhibit a great dilference 
a second term. in the amount of the population of its various sec- 
But if there is dangerto public liberty from the | tions, calling for a great diversity in the employ- 
acknowledged defects of the constitution, in the | tents of the people, that the legislation of the ma- 
want of limit to the coutinuance of the executive | jority might not always justly regard the rights and 
power in the same hands, there is, I apprehend not And that acts of this 


interests pf the minority. 
much less from a misconstruction ol that instru- | character might be passed, under an express grant 
ment, as it regards the powers actually given. £ 


by the words of the constitution, and, therefore, not 
cannot conceive that, by a fair construction, any 


within the competency of the judiciary to declare 
or either of its provisions would be found to consti- | void. That however enlightened and patriotic they 
tute the president a part of the legislative power. 


might suppose, from past experience, the members 
It cannot be claimed from the power to recommend, | of congress might be, and however largely partak- 
since, although enjoined as a duty upon him, it is 


ing, in the general, of the liberal feelings of the! 
a privilege which he holds in common with every | people, it was impossible to expect that bodies so 
other citizen. And although there may be some-| constituted should not sometimes be controlled by 
thing more of confidence in the propriety of the’ local interests and sectional feelings. It was pro- 
measures recommended in the one case than in the 


per, therelore, to provide some u mpire, froin whose 
other, in the obligations of ultimate decision there | situation and mode of appointment more indepen- 
can be no difference. Inthe language of the con- 


dence and freedom from such influences might be 
atitution, ‘all the legislative powera? which it|expected. Such a one was afforded by the execn- 
grants ‘are vested in the congress of the United | tive department, constituted by the constitution. A 
States." It would be a solecism in langnage to 


persou elected to that Ligh office, haviug his con- 

say that any portion of these is not included in the | stitnents iu every section, state and sub-division of 
whole. the union, must consider himself bound by the 
It may be said, indeed, that the constitution has} most solemn sanctions, to guard, protect aud de- 
given to the executive the power to annul the acts | fend the rights of all, and of every portion, great 
of the legislative body, by refusing to them his as. | or small, from the injustice and oppression of the 
sent. Soa similar power has necessarily resulted | rest. I consider the veto power, therefore, given 
from that instrument to the jndiciary, and yet the| by the constitution to the executive of the United 
judiciary forms na part of the legislature. There 


States, solely as aconservative power. To be used 
is, it is true, this difference between these grants nf | only, first, to protect the constitution from violation; 
power; the executive can put his negative upon 


2dly, the people from the effects of hasty legislation 
the acls of the legislature for other cause than that | where their will has been probably disregarded or 
of want of conformity to the constitution, whilst | rot well understood; and, Srdly, ta prevent the ef- 
the judiciary can only declare void those which | lects of combinations violative of the rights of mi- 
violate that instrument. But the decision of the | norities. In reference to the second of these ob- 
judiciary is final in such a case, whereas in every | jects, I may observe that [ consider it the tight 
instance where the veto of the executive is applied | and privilege of the people to decide disputed points 
it may be overcome by a vote of two-thirds of both | of the constitulinn, arising from the general grant 
houses of congress. The negative upon the acts | of power to congress to carry iuto effect the powers 
of the legislative, by the executive authority, and | expressly given, And ! believe with Mr. Madison, 
that in the hands of one individual, would seem to 


that repeated recognitiuns, under varied circuin- 
be an inenngruity in oursystem. Like some others | stances, in acts of the legislative, executive and ju- 
of a similar character, however, it appears to be | dicial branches of the government, accompanied by 
highly expedient, and if used only with the for- | indications, in different modes, of the concurrence 
bearancc, and in the spirit which was intended by | of the general will of the nation, as aliarding to the 
its authors, it may be productive of great good, and | president sufficient authority for his consideriug 
be found one of the best safeguards ta the anion. | such disputed points as settled. 
Al the period of the formation of the coustitulion, Upwards of half a century lias elapsed since Ihe 
the principle does not appear to have enjoyed inuch 


adoption of the present form of government. It 
favor in the state governments It existed but in | would be an object more highly desirable than (he 
two, and in one of these there was a plural exeen- 


gratification of the curiosi'y of speculative stales- 
tive. If we would search for the inotives which | 


inen, if its precise situation could be ascertained, a 
operated upon the purely patriotic and enlightened | fair exhibit nade of the operatious of each of its de- 
assembly which framed the constitution, lor tlie | partments, ofthe powers which they respectively 
adoption of a provision so apparently repugnant to 


[ ) ay claim and exercise, of the collisions which have oc- 
the leading democratic principle, that the majority | curred between them, or between the whole govern- 
should govern, we must reject the idea (hat they 


ment and those of the states, or either of theim. We 
anticipated from it any benefit to the ordinary | could then compare our actual condition, after fitty 
course of legislation, They knew too well the high | years trial of our system, with what it was in the 
degree of intelligence which existed among the | commencement of its operations, and ascertain whe- 
people, and the enlightened character of the slate | ther the predictions of the patriots who oppnsed its 
leglslaturea, not to have the lullest confidence that | adoption, or the confident hopes of its advocates 
the two bodies elected by them would be worthy 


, l bave been best realised. The great dread ol the 
representatives of such constituents, anl, of cours, | former seems to have been, that the reserved pow- 
that they would require no aid in conceiving and 


l i s ers of the states would be absorbed by those of the 
maturing the measures which the circumstances of| federal government, and a consolidated power es- 
the country might require. And it is preposterous 


tablished, leaving to the states the shadow, only, of 
lo suppose that a thought could for a moment have 


that independent action for which they had so Zea- 


at the 


; country. 


which compose it. Even the addition of many new 
ones has produced no jarring. They move in their re- 
spective orbits in perlect harmony with the central 
head, and with each other. But there is still an 
under current at work, by which, if not seasonably 
checked, the worst apprehensions of our auti-fede- 
ral patriots will be realised; and not only will the 
state authorities be overshadowed, by the great in- 
crease of power in the executive department of the 
general government, but the character of that go- 
vernment, if not its designation, be essentially and 
radically changed. This state of things has been 
in part eifected by causes inherent in the constitu- 
tion, and in parl by the never-failing tendency of 
political power to increase itself, By making the 
president the sole distributor of all the patronage of 
the government, the framers of the eonstitntion do 
not appear to have anticipated at how short a peri- 
od it would become a formidable instrument to con- 
trol the free operations of the state governments. Of. 
trifling importance at first, it had, early in Mr. Jer- 
ferson’s administiation, become so powerful as to 
create great alarm in the mind of that patriot, froin 
the potent influence it might exert in controlling 
the freedom of the elective fianchise. If such could 
have then been the effects of i's influence, how 
much greater must be the danger at this time, qua- 
drupled in amount, as it certainly is, and more com- 
pletely under the control af the executive will than 
their construction of their powers allowed, or the 
forbearing character of all the early presidents per- 
mitted them to make. Bntitis not by the extent 
of its patronage alone that the executive department 
has become dangerous, but by the use which it ap- 
pears may be inade of the appointing power to 
bring under its control (he whole revenues of the 
The constitution has declared it to be 
the duty of the president lo see that the laws are 
executed, and it makes him the commander-in- 
chief of the armies and navy of the Uniled States, 
[l the opinion of the most approved writers npon 
that species of nixed government, which in modern 
Europe, is termed monarchy in contradistinction to 
despotism, is eorreet, there was wanting no other 
addition to the powers of our chief magistrate to 
stamp a monarchical character on our government, 
but the control of the public finances, And to me 
it appears strange, indeed, that any one should 
doubt, that the entire control which the president 
possesses over the officers who have the custody of 
the public money, by the power of removal, with or 
without cause, does, for all mischievous purposes 
at least, virtually subject the treasure also to his 
disposal. The first Roman emperor, in his attempt 
to seize lhe sacred tfeasure, silenced the opposition 
of the officer to whose charge it had been commnit- 
tel, by a significant allusion. to lis sward. By a 
selection of political instruments for the care of the 
publie money. a reference to their commissions, by 
a president, would be quite as effectual an argu- 
ment as that of Cæsar to the Roman knight. Iam 
not insensible of the great difficulty that exists in 
drawing a proper plan for the safe-keeping and dis- 
bursement of the public revenues, and I know the 
importance which has been attached by men of 
great abilities and patriotism to the divorce, as it is 
called, of the treasnry from the banking institutions. 
It is not the divorce which is complained of, but 
the unhallowed unina of the treasury with the exe- 
cutive department, which has created such exten- 
sive alarm. To this danger to our republican in- 
stitutions, and [hat created by (he influence given 
to the executive, through the instrumentaiity of the 
federal officers, I propose lo apply all the remedies 
which may be at my comand. Jt was certainly a 
great error in the frameis af the constitution. not to 
have mate the officer at the head of the treasury 
department entirely independent of the executive. 
He should at least have been removeable only upon 
the deinand of the popular branch of the legislature. 
I have determined never to reinove a secretary of 
the treasury, without communicating all the cit- 
cumstances attending such removal to both houses 
of congress. 

The influence of the executive in controlling the 
freedom of the elective franchise through the me- 
dium of the public officers can be effectually check- 
ed by renewing the prohibition published by Mr. 
Jelterson, forbidding their interferenve in elections 
fuither than giving their own voles; and their own 
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independence secured by an assurance of perfect 
immunity, in exercising this sacred privilege of 
freemen, under the dictates of their own unbiased 
judgments. Never, with my consent, shall an offi- 
cer of the people, compensated tor his services 
out of their pockets, become the pliant instrament 
of executive will. 

There is no part of the means placed in the hands 
ol the executive which might be used with greater 
effect, for unballowed purposes, than the control of 
the public press. Tbe maxim which our ancestors 
derived from the mother country, that “the freedom 
of the pressis the great bulwark of civil and reli- 
gious liberty,” is one of the most precious legacies 
which they have left us. We have learned too, 
from our own, as well as the experience of other 
countries, that golden shackles, by whotnsoever nr 
by whatever pretence imposed, are as latal to it as 
the iron bonds of depotisin. The presses in the ne- 
cessary employ meut of the government should ne- 
ver be used “to clear the guilty or to varnish crimes.” 
A decent and manly examination of the acts of 
the government should be not only tolerated, but 
encouraged. 

Upon another occasion I have given my opiuion, 
at some length, upon tlie impropriety of executive 
luterterence in the legislation of congress. That 
the article in the constitution making it the duty of 
the president to communicate iulorination, and au- 
thorising him to recommend measures, was notin- 
tended to make hiim the source of legislation, and, 
in particular, thal be should never be looked to for 
schemes of finance. It would be very strange, in- 
deed, that the constitution should have strictly for- 
bidden ane branch ot the legislature [rom interlering 
in tlie origination of such bills, and that it should 
be considered proper that an altogether different 
department of the government shouid be permitted 
todo so. Some of our best political maxiins and 
opinions have been drawn trom our parent Isle.— 
There are others, however, which cannot be intro- 
duced in our system without singular incongruity, 
and the production of much mischief. And this I con- 
ceive to be one. No matter in which of the houses 
of parliament a bill may originate, nor by whoto in- 
froduced, a minister, or a member of the opposition, 
by the fiction of law, or rather of constitutional 
principle, the sovereign is supposed to have prepar- 
ed it agreeably to his will, and then submitted it to 
parliament for their advice and consent Now the 
Very reverse is the case here, not outy with regard 
to the principle, but the forms preseiibed by the 
constitution, The principle certainly assigns to the 
only body constituted by the constitution (the le- 
gislative body) the power to make laws, and the 
forma even direct that the enactment should be as- 
cribed to them. The senate in relation to revenue 
bills, have the right to propose amendiwents; and so 
has the executive, by the power given him to re- 
turn them to the house of representatives with his 
objectious. It is in his power, also, to propose 
amendments in the existing revenue laws, suggest- 
ed by his observations upon their defective or iuju- 
rions operation. But the delicate duty of devising 
scheines of revenue should be leit where the consti. 
turion has placed it—with the immediate represen- 
tatives of the people. For similar reasons, the mode 
ol keeping the public treafure should be prescribed 
by thera, and the larther removed it may be from 
the coutrol of the executive, the more wholesome the 
arrangement, and the more in accordance with re- 
publican priuciples. 

Connected with this subject is the character of 
the currency. ‘The idea of making it exclusively 
metallic, however well intended, appears to ine to 
be fraught with more fatal Cousequences than any 
other schem?, having no relation to the personal 
rights of the citizens, that has ever been devised.— 
It any single scheme could produce the effect of 
arresting, aL once, that mutation of condition by 
Which thousands of our most indigent fellow citi- 
zens, by their industry and enterprise, are raised to 
the possession of wealth, that is the one. If there 
1$ One measure etter calculated thau another to 
Produce that state of things so much deprecated by 
all true republicans, by which the rich are daily 
adding to their hoards, aud the poor sinking deeper 
into penury, il is an exclusive metallic currency, 
Or if there is a process by which the character of 
the country for generosity and nobleness of feeling, 
may be destroyed by the great increase and tieces- 
sary toleralion of usury, it is au exclusive metallic 
currency. 

Amongst the other duties of a delicate character 
which the presitent is called upon to perform, is 
the superviston of the government of the territories 
of the United States. Those of them which are 
destined to become taeuibers of our great political 
famil, are compensated by their rapid progress 
from infancy to manhood, for the partial and tem- 
Porary deprivation of their political rights. Itisin 
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tbis District, only, where American citizens are to 
be found, who, under a settled policy, are deprived 
ot many important political privilezes, without any 
inspiring hope as to the tuture. Their only conso- 
lation under circumstances of such deprivation, is 
that of the devoted exterior guards of a camp—that 
their sufferings secure tranquility and safety within. 
Are there any of their countrymen who would sub- 
ject them to greater sacrifices, to any other humilia- 
tious than those essentially necessary to the security 
lof the object for which they were thus separated 
from their fellow citizens? Are their rights alone 


not to be guaranteed by the application of those 
great principles upon which all our constitutions 
are founded? Weare told by the greatest of Biitish 
orators aud statesiaeu, that, at the commencement 
ot the war of tlie revolution, the inost stupid men 


Are there indeed citizens of any of our states who 
bave dreamed of their subjects in the Districtol Co- 
lumbia? Such dreams can never be realized by 
any agency of mine. The people of the District of 
Columbia are not the subjects of the people of the 
states, but free American citizens. Being in the 
| latter condition when the constitution was formed, 
no words used in that instrament could have beeu 
intended to deprive them of that character. If 
| there is any thing in the great principle of unaliena- 
ble rights, so emphatically insisted upon in our 
Deelaration of Independence, they could neither 
make, nor the United States accept, a sarrender of 
their liberlies, and become the subjerts, in other 
words, the slaves, of their former tellow citizens. 
If this be trne, (and it will scarcely be denied by 
any one who lias a correct idea of his own rights as 
an American citizen), the grant to congress of ex- 
clusive jurisdiction iu the District of Columbia can 
| be interpreted, so far as respects the aggregate peo- 
ple of the United States, as meaning nothing imore 
than to allow to congress the controlling power ne- 
| cessary to afford a free and sale exercise of the fune- 
tions assigned to the general government by the 
constitution. In all other respects, the legislation 
of cougress should be adapted to their peculiar po- 
sition and wants, and be conformable with their de- 
liberate opinions of their own interests. 

I have spoken of the necessity of keeping the re- 
spective departments of the governtnent, as well as 
all the other antborities of our country, within their 
appropriate orhits. This is a matter of difficulty in 
some cases, as the powers which they respectively 
claim are often not defined by any distinct lines.— 
Mischievous, however, in their tendencies, as col- 
litions of this kind may be, those which arise be- 
{ween the respective communities which, lor cer- 
tain purposes, compose one nation, are much more 
so; for no such nation can long exist without the 
careful culture of those feelings of confidence and 
affection which are the effective bonds of union be- 
tween free and conlederated states. Strong as is 
the tie of interest, it has been often found ineffec- 
tual. Men, blinded by their passions, have been 
known to adopt measures for their country in di 
rect opposition to all the suggestions of policy.— 
The alternative, then, is, to destroy or keep down 
à bad passiou by creating aud fostering a goud one; 
and this seems to be the corner stone upon which 
our American political architects have reared the 
fabric of our government. The cement which was 
to biud it, and perpetuate its existence, was the af- 
| feetionate attachment between all its members.— 
To insure the continnauce of this teeling, produced 
at first by a community of dangers, of suffering and 
of interests, the advantages ol each were made ac- 
cessible to all. No participation in any geod, pos- 
sessed by any member of nur extensive confedera 
cy, except in domestic government, was withheld 
from the citizen of any other member. By a pro- 
cess attended with no difficulty, no delay, no ex- 
pense but that ol removal, the citizen ol one might 
become the citizen of any other, and successively 
of the whole. The lines, toa, separating powers to 
be exercised by the citizens of oue state tram those 
ol another, seemed to be so distinctly drawn as to 
leave no room for misunderstanding. The citizens 
of each state unite in their persons all the privileges 
| which that character confers, and all that they may 
claim as citizens ol the United States; but in no 
case can thesame person, at the same time, act as 
the citizen of two separate states, and Ae is there- 


Sore positively precluded from any interference with | 
the reserved powers of any stale but that of which he) 


is, for the time being, à. citizen. He may indeed 
offer to the citizens of other states his advice as to 
their management, and the form in which it is ten- 
dered is left to liis own discretion and sense of pro- 
priety. It may be observed, however, that orga- 
niz-d sasociations of citizens, requiring compliance 
with their wishes, loo much resemble the recommen- 
dations of Athens to her allies—supported by an 
armed and powerlul feet. It was, indeed, to the 


in England spoke of “their American subjects "^, 


| Preserved by the same forbearance. 


ambition of the leading. states of Greece to control 
the domestie concerns of the others, that the de- 
struction of that celebrated confederacy, and subse- 
quently of all its members, is mainly to be attribut- 
ed, And it is owing to the absence of that spirit 
that the Helvetic confederacy has for so many 
years been preserved. Never has there been seen, 
in the institutions of the separate members of any 
confederacy, more elements of discord. In the 
principles and forias of government and religion, as 
well as in the circuinstances of the several cantons, 
so marked a discrepance was observable, as to pro- 
mise any thing but barmony in their intercourse, or 
permanency iu their alliances; and yet, for ages, 
neither has been interrupted. Content with the 
pesitive benefits which their union produced, with 
the independence and satety from foreign aggres- 
sion which it secured, these sagacious people re- 
spected the institutions of each other, however re- 
pugnant to their own principles and prejudices. 

Our confederacy, lellow citizens, can only be 
Our citizens 
must be content with the exercise of the powers 
with which the constitution clothes them. The 
attempt of tliose of one state to control the domes- 
tic institutions of another, can ouly result in feel- 
tgs of distrust and jealousy, the certaia harbin- 
gers of disunion, violence, civil war, and the ulti- 
mate destruction of our free institutions. Our 
confederacy is perfectly illustrated by the terms 
and principles governing a common co-partnership. 
There is a fund of power to be exercised under the 
direction of tbe joint councils of the allied mem- 
bers, but tbat which has been reserved by the indi- 
vidual members is intangible by the common go- 
vernment, or the individual members composing it. 
To attempt it finds no support in the principles of 
our constitution. 

It should be our constant and earnest endeavor 
mutually to cultivate a spirit of concord anid har- 
mony among the various paris of our confederacy. 
Experieuce has abundantly taught us, that the agi- 
tation, by citizens of one part of the union, of a 
subject not confided to the general government, but 
exclusively under the guardianship of the local au- 
thorities, ts productive of ro other consequences 
than bitterness, alienation, discard and injury to 
the very cause which is intended to be advanced, 
Of allthe great interests which appertain to our 
country, that of union—evrdial, confiding, fraternal 
uniou—is by fur the most important, since it is the 
only true and sure guaranty of all others. 

In consequence of the embarrassed state of busi- 
ness and the currency, some of the states inay meet 
with difficulty in their financial concerns. How- 
evcr deeply we may regret any thing imprudent or 
excessive,in tlie engagements into which states 
have entered for purposes of their own, it does not 
become us to disparage the state governments, nor 
to discourage them from making proper efforts for 
their own relief. On the contrary, it is our duty to 
eneourage them, to (he extent of our constitutional 
authority, to apply their best means, and cheerfully 
to make all necessary sacrifices, and submit to all 
necessary burdens, to fulfil their engagements and 
maintain their credit; for the character and credit of 
the several states form a part of tbe character and 
credit of the whole country, The resources of the 
country are abundant; the enterprise and activity 
of our people proverbial; and we may well hope 
that wise legislation and prudent administration, by 
the respective governments, each acting within its 
own sphere, will restore former prospetity. 

Unpleasant and even dangerous as collisions may 
sometimes be between the constituted anthorities 
or the citizens of our country, in relation to the 
lines which separate their respective jurisdictions, 
the results can be of no vital injury to our institu- 
tions, if that ardent patriotism, that devoted attach- 


| ment to liberty, that spirit of moderation and for- 


bearance which our countymen were once distin- 
guished, continue to he cherished. Ifthis continues 
to be the ruling passion of our souls, the weaker 
feeling of the mistaken enthusiast will be corrected, 
the ntupian dreams of the scheming politician dis- 
sipated, and the complicated intrigues of the dema- 
gogue rendered harmless The spirit of liberty is 
the sovereign balm for every injary which our in- 
stitutions may receive. On the contrary; no care 
that can be used in the construction of our govern- 
ment, no division of powers, no distribution of 
checks in its several departments, will prove effec- 
tual to keep ug a free people, if this spirit is suifered 
to decay; and decay it will without constaot nature. 
To the neglect of this duty the best historians agree 
in attributing the ruin of all the republics with 
whose existence aud fall their writings have made 
us acquainted. Tbe same causes will ever produce 
tbe same effects; and as long as the love of power 
is a dominant passion of the human bosom, and as 
long as the understandings of men can be warped, 
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and their affections changed, by oyerations upon 
their passions and prejadices, so long will the liber- 
ties of a people depend on their own constant at- 
tention to its preservation. The danger to all well 
established free governments arises from the unwil- 
lingness of the people to believe in its existeuce, or 
froin the influence of designing men diverting their 
attention from the quarter whence it approaches, 
to a source from which it can never come. This is 
the old trick of those who would usurp the govern- 
ment of their country. In the naine of democracy 
they speak, warning the people against the influ. 
ence of wealth, and the danger of aristocracy. His- 
tory, ancient and modern, is full of such examples, 
Czsar became the master of the Roman people and 
the senate, under the pretence of si pporting the 
democratic claims of the former againsi the aristo- 
cracy of tbe latter. Cromwell, in the character of 
protector of the liberties of the people, became the 
dictator of England, and Bolivar possessed himself 
of unlimited power with the title of his county’s 
liberator. There is, on the contrary, no single 
instance on record, of an extensiveand well estab- 
lished republic being changed into an aristocracy. 
The tendencies of at] such governments, in their 
decline, is to rsonarchy:—and the antagonist prin- 
ciple to liberty, there, is the spirit of faction—a 
spirit which assumes the character, and in times of 
great excitement imposes itself upan the people as 
the genuine spirit of frecdom, and, like the false 
Christs, whose coming was foretold by the Saviour, 
seeks and were it possible would impose upon the 
true and most faithful disciples of lbeity. Itis in 
periods like this that it behooves the people fo be most | 
watchful of those to whom they have entrusted 
power. And although there is at times much diffi- 
culty in distinguishing the false from tlie true spirit, | 
a calm and dispassionate investigation wii] deteet | 
the connterfeit, as well hy the character of its ope- 
rati.ns as the results that are prodneed. The true 
spirit of liberty, although devoted, persevering, bold 
and uncompromising in principle—that secured—ie 
mild, and tolerant, and scrupulous as to the means 
it employs; whilst the spirit of party, assuming to 
be (hat of liberty, is harsh, vindictive and in!ole- 
rant, and totally reckless as to the character of the 
allies which it brings to the aid of its cause. When 
the genuine spirit of liberty animates the body of a 
people to a thorough examination of their affairs, it 


mitigated, if not entirely extinguished, or conse- 
quences will ensue which are appalling to be 
thought cf. 

Ii parties in a republic are neeessary to secure a 
degree of vigilance sufficient to keep the public 
functionaries within the hounds of law and duty, at 
that point their usefulness ends: beyond that, they 
beeome destractive of public virtue, the parent ola 
spirit antagonist to that of libeity, and eventually 
its inevitable conqueror, We have examples of re- 
publics, where the love of country and of Jiberty at 
one time were the dominant passions of the whole 
mass of citizens, and yet, with the continuance o! 
the name and forins of free government, not a ves- 


tige of these qualities reinaining in the bosoms of 


any one of ils citizens. Jt was the beautilul re- 
mark ef a distinguished English writer, thet «in 
the Roman senate Octavius had a party, and An- 
thony a party, but the commonwealth had none,” — 
Yet the senate eontinued to meet in the teraple of 
libeity, to talk of the sacredness and beauty o1 the 
comironwealth, and gaze at the statnes of the elder 
Brutus and of the Curtij and Decii; aud the people 
assembled in the forum, not as in the days of Ca- 
roillus and the Scipios, to cast their free votes for 
annual magistrates, or pass upon the aets of the 
senate, but to receive [rom the hands of the lead- 
ers of the respective parties their share of the 
spoils, and to shout for one or the other, as those 
collected in Gavi or Egypt and the lesser Asia 
would furnish the larger dividend. "Phe spirit of 
libeity had fled, and avoiding the abodes of civiliz- 
ed roan had sought protection in the wilds of Sey- 
thia or Scandinavia. And so under the operation 


|j of the sume causes and influences it will fly froin 


our capitul and our forums. A calamity so awlul, 
not only to our country, but to the world, must be 
deprecated by every patriot, and every tendency to 
a state of things, likely to produce it, immediately 
checked. Such a tendency lias existed—does exist. 
Always the friends of iny countrymen, never their 
flatterer, it becomes my duty to say to them, fiom 
this high place to which their partiality bas exalted 
me, that there exists in the land a spirit hostile to 
their best interests—hostile to liberty itself. It is 
a spirit contracted in its views—selfish in its ob- 
jects. It looks to the aggrandizement of a few 
even tothe destruction of ihe interests of the wl ole. 
The entire remedy is with the people. Something, 


leads to the excision of every exeresence which 
may have lastened itself upon any of the depart- 
ments of the government, and restores the systein 
to its pristine health and beauty. But the reign of 
an intolerant spirit of party, amongst a Iree people, 
seldom fails to result in a dangerous accessions to 
the executive power—introduced and established 
amidst unusual professions of devotion of demo- 
cracy. 

The foregoing remarks relate almostexclusively to 
matters connected with our domestic concerns, It 
may be proper, however,that I should givesoine indi- 
cations to my fellow citizens, of my proposed course 
of conduct in the management of our foreign rela- 
tions. Lassure them, therefore, that it is my inten- 
tion to use every means in my power to preserve 
the friendly intercourse which now so happily exists 
with every foreign nation. And that although, of 
course, not well informed as to the state of pending 
negotiations with any of them, I see, in the peison- 
al characters of the sovereigns, as well as in tlie 
mutual interests of our own, and of the governments 
with which our relations are most intimate, a pleas 
ing guaranty that the harmony so important to the 
interests of their subjects, as well as of our citizens, 
will not be interrupted by the advancement of any 
claim or pretension upon their part to which our ho- 
nor would not permit us to yield. Long the defender 
of my country’s rights in the field, I (rust that my 
[eHow citizens will not sce, in my earnest desire to 
preserve peace with foreign powers, any indication 
that their rights will ever be sacrificed, or the honor 
of the nalion tarnished, by any admission on the 
pait of theirchief magistrate unworthy of their forin- 
er glory. In our intercourse with our aboriginal 
neighbors, the same liberality and justice which 
marked the course prescrihed to ine by two of my 
illustrious predecessors, when acting under their 
direction in the discharge of the duties of superin- 
tendent and commissioner shall be strictly onserved. | 
I can conceive of no more sublime spectacle—none 
roore likely to propitiate an impartial and common 
creator—than a ligid adherence to the principles ol 
justice, on the part of a powerful nation, in its 
transactions with a weaker and uncivilized people, 
whom circumstances have placed at ils disposal. 

Before concluding, fellow citizens, | must say | 
something to you on the subjeet of. the parties at 
this time existing in our country. Tome it appeais | 
pectectly clear that, the interest of that country re- 
quires thal the violence of the spirit by which those 
parties are at this time governed, must be greatly | 


however, may be edected by the means which they 
have placed in my hands. |t is union that we 
want, not of a party for the sake of that paity, but 
a union of the whole countiy for the sake of the 
whole country. For the defence of its interests aud 
its honor against foreign aggression—fer the defence 
of those principles for which our ancestors so glo 
riously contended. As far as it depehds upon me, 
it shall be accomplished. All the influence that ] 
possess shall be exerted to prevent the formation at 
least of an executive party in the halls of the legis- 
lative body, I wish for the snpport of no member 
of that body to any measure of mine that does not 
satisfy his judgment and bis sense of duty to those 
from whoin he holds his appointment. Nor any 
confidence in advance from the people bnt that 
asked for by Mr. Jetlerson, “to give firmness and 
effect to the lega] administration of their aifairs.” 

I deem the present occasion sufliciently imper 
fant and solemn to justify ine in expressing to my 
fellow citizens a profound reverence for the Chris 
tian religion, and a thorough conviction that sound 


| morals, religious liberty, and a just sense of reli- 


gious responsibility are essentially conneeted with 
al true and lasting happiness. And te that good 
Being who has blessed us by the gilts of civil and 
1eligious (reedom—who watched over and prosper- 
ed the labors of our fathers, and has hitherto pre. 
served to us institutions far exceeding in excellence 
those of any other people, let us unite in fervently 
commendiug every interest of our beloved country 
in all fnture time. [Oath adininistered.] 

Fellow citizens: Being fully invested with that 
high office to which the partiality of my country- 
inen has called ine, I now take an affectionate leave 
of you. You will bear with you to your homes, 
the remembrance of the pledge, I have this day 
given, to discharge all the high duties of my exalted 
station, according to the best of my ability; and I 
shall enter upon their performance with entire con- 
fidence in the support of a just and generous people. 

IVashingion, March 4, 1841. 

Tue UNITED Starrs AND GREAT BRITAIN. 
We eainestly congratulate our. readers on the infor- 


| iualion concerning the relations between the United 


States and Great Britain, which they will find exact- 
ly stated. in the report of yesterday's senate pro- 
ceedings. Considering the rumors that have bern 
in circulation, nothing could be more interesting to 
the whole country at the present moment than these 
disclosures in the senate, unless perhaps it be the 


ehart of the principles of the new administration 
which may be expected in the inaugural address of 
the president elect. 

We learn from the statement of Mr. BUCHANAN 
that, in regard to the boundary question, the govern- 
uents of Great Britain and the United States bave 
agreed upon the 1nain points of a conver.tion for ike 
Jinal adjustment of ihal question; and that in the opi- 
nion of the executive, there is every reason to look 
with entire confidenee to a prompt and satisfactory 
termination of the Jong negotiation upon this ques- 
tion, 

We learn, further, with great pleasure, that there 
is no foundation for the rumor that an angry eor- 
respondence has recently taken plece between Mr. 
Fox and Mr. Forsyth, cr any cerrespondence, the 
character of which would justify a call for its publi- 
city. 

The remarks of Mr. Cray, whose wisdom and 
experience in our foreign relations stamp every 
thing he says on thal subject with a more than com- 
mon impress, are no less important then accepta- 
ble. Happy must it be accounted that upon this 
very interesting and important matter, the leaders 
of the party coming into power and of that whieh 
is about retiring, entertain opinions upon il between 
whieh there is hardly a discernable shade of difie- 
rence, 

The statement cf the chairman of the senale's 
eominittee on foreign relations, the reader cannot 
fail to perceive, has all the etiect of a counter-blast 
to the martial appeal made tlie other day by the tis- 
tinguished chairman of the committee on fereigu 
relations in the other house. The effect, maik! We 
do not say the intention, as we are not in the coun- 
sels of the honorable senator from Pennsylvania or 
of the adininistiation whose confidence he enjoys. 

(Nui. Int. 


DEBATE ON THE PROSPECTIVE PRE- 
EMPTION BILL. 
In senote, Thursday, January 14. 

Mr. Surg, of Indiana, said: Whiie the original 
oill granting pre-etaptions lo actual settlers wes the 
ouly question before the senate, I felt no desire to 
say a word upon it, but since the proposition of the 
senator froin Kentucky, and the amendment to that 
plonosition submitted by the senator fiom South 
Carolina, have fairly brought. before the senate for 
discussion the whole subject of the public lands, I 
have come to the conclusion that it might be ex- 
pected of me to take some part in the debate. And, 
sir, permit me to say that I enter upon this discus- 
sion with the moie pleasure, beeause I have not the 
least idea that the question will be settled at this 
session, now hall expired, and because I feel not 
ouly willing bat anxious that iny sentiments should 
be tully known by the people of iny state before the 
next session of congress, during which I hope to 
see the whole subject amicably and finally arrangec: 
for, sir, if I know myself, I desire to represent, on 
this occasion, and upon all ather subjects, both the 
interest ad wishes of my state. and to those wishes 
and that interest I will at all tines, on all qnestious 
of expediency, conform iny own action here, as 
her representative, with great pleasure. I have sail 
that | consider the bill and the proposed amend- 
ments as biinging the wole subject before the se- 
nate: for, sir, I eannot agree with the senator froin 
Missouri that they are incongruons, I consider them 
entirely germain, and legitunately conneeted, both 
for argument and legislation, The whole subject 
may Well be arranged in a single bill; and as the 
bases of such a bill must include the principles of 
one or both of the proposed aun co nts, it is entire- 
ly proper that they sheuld be discuss. s ith tr ori- 
nal proposition. 

Previous to the views which I intend to subst 
upon this subject, the senale will pardon ine if I 
notice the elosirg remarks of the senator fiom Ar- 
kansas, (Mr. Sevrer), who has just taken his seat, 
That serator, taking, as be generally does, a clear, 
common-sense view of the relation between caure 
aud eflect, has just told us that the jn coming party 
must do something to meet tlie expectations of the 
people; that it mnst bring up and support new mea- 
sures; that it must not sit down in the seats of the 
out-going party and fold its arms; that the people 
have been led to believe that new measures were to 
be adopted; that the doctrines of the oul going party 
were to depart with them in their ictircinent; that 
the measures maler which the government has bren 
administered were hostile to the interests of the 
people; and, says the senator, il there shall be o 
change, the days of the in coming or Harrison party 
are Mumbered—it will go out at the end of four 
years by a larger inajoriy than it came in. | en- 
tirely concur with the senator in his position, and 
thank him for tlie honesty and candor of tLe admis- 
sion he has made; he lias honestly and conclusively 
solved the mystery which surrounded (lie 10cent 
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result of the poitical campaign in the minds of some 
senators, and especially in that ol the honorable 
senator Irom Missouri, (Mr. Benron), who declar- 
ed, a few days ayo, that the result was a mystery 
he could not understand. The senator from Ar- 
kansas perlectly understands it, and 1 concur with 
him that, if the in-coming party pursues the same 
line of general policy tbat was the ruling policy of 
Mr. Van Buren, its days will be nninbered; its days 
ought to be numbered. The people have condemn- 
ed that policy; they have willed that those who sup- 
port it shall no longer fill the highest offices within 
their gitt; they have willed that a different policy 
shall prevail; they have selected their agents for 
tile purpose of carrying ont a ditferent policy; those 
agents stand pledgz-d to do so, and it would bea 
direct violation of faith to the people to refuse to 
conform to their will. It would be such a breach 
of iaith as ought to number the days of those who 
should presuine upon such a dangerous experiment. 
I tust, however, that there is no cause for alarm from 
any quarter on this subject. I merely notice the re- 
mark of the senalor to say that I heartily concur 
with him, and, so far as l am concerned, the charge 
shall have no application. 

Another remark of the senator I must briefly no- 
tice, in which I ain not so fortunate as to concur. 
I nnderstood the senator to say that the senators Irom 
the old states had uniformly voted down every pro- 
position from the new states in which they fell any 
interest. 

[Here Mr. Sevren rose and said he had made 
several exceptions.) 

So I understood the senator, but I do not feel dis- 
posed to let the remark pass, even with the excep- 
tions, as ] do not think it does justice to the senators 
from the old states, as they are called. How inany 
senators compose this body, sii? The answer is 
fifty-two; of that number only eighteen are f.om the 
new states, so called. Well, sir, does not the sena- 
tor consider both the pre emption and graduation 
bills western toeasures? Andhow coul] the new | 
states, with their eighteen members, bave passed 
any biil on either of those subjects without the votes 
ol senators from the old states? And still these bills 
have again and again passed the senate with the 
votes of senators fro: the old and new states. 
Aud, sir, I cannot let the occasion pass without 
doing to senators from the old states justice, so far as 
my state is concerned. J have frequently, since 
I have been a member of this body, felt tlie kind 
aid and support of many of the senators from the 
old states on subjects of vit«! importance and deeply 
interesting to my state, when a most settled opposi- | 
tinn had eatoe from senators from the south western 
siates, designated as new states. It affords me 
great pleasure to except from this remark the sena- 
tor from Aikansas. So, sir, as one of the represea- 
tatives of one of the new states, l claim no parti- | 
cipation in the application of the remarks of that) 
senator. 

The senator from Arkansas also intimated that 
the new stales would soon he strong enough to make 
their own laws on this subject, without the aid of 
the other states of this union. Tiis Le thinks may 
fake place by the year eighteen hundred and fifty. 
"The senator from South Carolina (Mr. CALHON) 
also predicted a portion of his remarks upon the 
same hypothesis. Here again lain compelled to dis 
sent in foto from the positions assumed by those sena- 
tors. It seems to me that the senators overlook a most 
important fact in order to arrive at their conclusions; 
that is, that the states are becoming old faster than 
new; or, in other words, that the old states are in- 
creasing faster than the new ones. I use ihe words 
“old? and “new” in their confined acceptation. If 
the senators consider all new states that have been, 
and that may be, adisitted info the union since the 
adoption of the federal constitution, they are right; 
but that is not the use they desire to make of the 
terms; they refer to states having a border interest 
in common, growing ont of their frontier sitnation, 
and the quantity of publie lands within their limits. 
In this sense, does it not strike those senators thar 
the danger is the other way? that the old states must 
increase in the proportion? and that the power to 
control legistation on this subject must ultimately, 
unless settled soon, lie with them? It looks so to| 
me, and I have heard no arguinent. fo. shake this 
view of the case. How stands the ease with Ohio? 
How with Indiana? ay, Indiana. that but a few 
years ago was upon the extreme frontier. The 
Jormer no longer claims to be a new state; and the 
latter, so far as the land question is coneeined, can 
searcely be said to belong to that class of states. 
Others are loliowing rapidly; and in a few years 
more all the present great states in the valley of the 
M ssisstppi will be in the very centre of the union 
of states, and nol even the western ol the old states, 
in the sense I am discussing the subject. Is it, 
then, wise in the senators in the extreme frontier of 


the states called the new states to raise any question 
founded upon local considerations exclusively, on 
this great land question? I submit these remarks 
in a spirit of kindness, fur these senators, one and 
all, know that 1 have ever stood by them when the 
interest of their states was in question. But, sir, I 
must be pardoned for saying that I never hear these 
local and discriminating questions agitated here or 
elsewhere, when they can possibly be avoided, 
withont a deep sense of the impropriety of the 
course. Let us remember that we are brethren of 
the same family, embarked in the same vessel, hound | 
to the saine port. Let us never forget our motto, 
“united we stand, divided we fall." — We must have 
confidence in each other. Deriving our existence 
from the same race, united together by the same 
patriotic love of country. acknowledging the same | 
Supreme Being, and cherishing the same free con- 
stitutional forin ol government, should we not have 
full confidence in each other, and should we not 
avoid every thing calculated to excite angry feelings 
or engender sectional hostilities? It may not be- 
come we to lecture older senators on this subject, | 
but I shall rest my defence on the importance of the | 
position, and the impression it has made on my 
mind. I will digress no further, but take up the 
subject under consideration, as I had originally in- 
tende! before I was decoyed from the path by tlie 
remarks of the senator from Arkansas, which I have 
thought proper to notice. 

While we differ upon many points connected with 
the land question, we ail concur in the magnitude of 
the subject, and its great importance. There is ano- 
ther point in which there is a general concurrence, so 
far as I have as vet heard an opinion expressed, and 
that is. the propriety. nay, more, the necessity, nf 
settling the whole matter so soon as it ean be done 
satisfartorily to all. Upon the magnitude of the sub- 
ject and its consequent connexion with the legista- 
tion of congress, and the diversified interests of the 
states in all their varieties, the senator from Sonth 
Carolina commented at large; and, as I do not de- 
sign travelling over the same ground that other se- 
nators have occupied, where I eoneur with them, I| 
shail content myself by reading an extract from the | 
repoit of the committee on public lands, to which 
the bill of the senator trom Sonth Carolina had been 
eommitted. This extract will show the quantity of 
the publie lands over which our legislation extends. 
And I real it to the senate thal it nay be fresh in the 
recollection of senators when I allude to it in my 
subsequent remarks. The report says: 

“It appears from a report of the commissioner of | 
the general land office (see docuinent 46, 3d session. 
25th congress), that the whole quantity in eres of 
the public domain on the 380th September, 1833, to 
which the Indian title was not extinguished, ainount- 
ed to seven hundred and sixty-six millions in round 
numhers. "There were at the same time,as ap- 
nears by the same report, in the states and territo- 
ries three hundied and nineteen millions of acres to 
which the Indian title was extinguished; making 
tlie whole public domain in the azgiegate at that 
time to be ten hundied and eighty-five millions of 
acres. By table marked A, herewith annexed, if 
appears that. on the first of January last, there were 
in tie new states one hnudred and fitty-four millions 
of acres to which the Indian titles were extinguish- 
ed, and nine million five hundred tlionsand acres to 
which the Indian title was not. extinguished; mak 
ing in the aggregate one hundred and sixty-three 
million five hundred thousand aeres. Froin this de- 
duct for disputed grants. many of whieh are large, 
to which the nghtof the government may not be 
established, three millions and a half of acres; which 
wonld leave one hundred and sixty millions subject 
to the operation of this bill, (Mr. Catnown’samend- 
ment); bein less than one-sixth ol the whole pub- 
lic domain.” 

Woo can read the above extract, and not see the 
immense magnitude of the subject under considera- 
tion? I listened to the senator from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Catnoun), while portraying the importance 
of this great subject, with the attention due to that 
senator as well as to inysell—desirous as I was to 
hear the whole argument; and, sir, 1 had the pleasure 
of eoncnurring most fully with that senator up to the 
point of his argument where he declared that the 
pre-emption, graduation and distribution plans all 
iell shot of the desired object of settling the question 
upon the terms of compromise upon which f desire 
to see it placed; and urged as the only panacea, or 
remedy for the disease, his amendment ceding te 
the states in whieh they lie the lands within their 
litnits, npon certain terins and conditions. At this 
point 1 was compelled to leave the company of the 
senator. I contd not concur with him in either of 
his positions; and, sir, 1 confess that I was surprised 
to bear the senator declare that his amendinent, or 
bill, was calculated to clase the whole land question. 
Why, sir, does not the senator see lhat it falls great- 
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iy short of meetir g the desired abject? Can he shnt 
his eyes to the fact that the garment he has made is 
entirely too small for the body he designs to put it 
on? His bill applies to the laod lying in the new 
states alone—one hundred and sixty millions of 
acres; while the whole quantity of the public lands 
is over ten hundred millions ol acres, as shown by 
the report which 1 have read. 

The great cbjects of the senator, as he has de- 
clared are to get rid of tbis agitating question in 
congress, to withdiaw executive patronage, and, 
finally, to settle the land question. How will the 
bill of the senator eilect these desirable results? As 
I bave said, it tonches less than one-sixth of the 
publie domain; the land systein, with all its para- 
phernalia, must still be kept up; congress will have 
jost as much legislation, and the patronage will be 
about the same as if no such bill had been passed. 
But, sit, ] foibear to push the argument on the se- 
nator's bill further at this moment. I shall have 
occasion to examine it in its proper order in the 
course of my remarks. Onr land system has been 
justly eulogized hy scnators on all sides of the cham- 
ber. When we compare it with the systems of other 
countries; how high does itstand in the comparison; 
or even contrast 1t with the manner of the disposi- 
tion of the public lands, by granting large tracts, 
upon eredit, to individuals or companies, as was first 
adopted by this government, and how pre-eminent 
does our present system stand. Still it is becoming 
too great in magnitude, too extensive in ils demands 
upon the legislation of congress, intimately too 
much connected with the various affairs of the na- 
tion. There seems to be a universal disposition and 
desire to make changes, either in the manner of the 
administration of the lands or in the disposition of 
the funds proceeding from their sales. The debi of 
the revolution has been extinguished; the lands 
ceded by the slates have been liberated from that 
charge, and a new state of the question has been 
presented by these considerations. 

1 propose to notice the different propositions that 
have been made for the disposition of these lands in 
as brief a manner as I can, and show how they stand. 
At the commencement of the last congress of the 
administration of Mr. Adams, I took my seatas a 
member of the house of representatives. At that 
time the questions of graduation and_pre-einption 
were the favorities for discussion. Well, sir, pre- 
emption laws, in some shape, have been passed trom 
that day to this, and we now have one before us dif- 
fering somewhat in eharacter from any former law, 
of which I will speak hereafter. But, sir, the gra- 


| duation bills have shared a very different fate. Not 


a session of congress has been held without discuss- 
ing or acting upon a gradnation bill in some shape 
orother. Gen.Jaekson eawe into power on the tide 
of unbounded popularity; his friends were devoted 
to his person, and his partisans snstained his mea- 
snres with great unanimity. He was most decided. 
ly in favor of graduation; he held it up, as did his 
adherents, in the west as the anfagonist measure to 
the distribution principle as carried out in Mr. 
CrAv's land bill; and when the president defeated 
that bill, he proclaimed graduation as the proper 
measure, Well, sir, he held the station for eight 
years; and at the expiration of his term Mr. Van 
Buren came into power. Like his predecessor, he, 
too, recommended giaduation; the secretary of the 
treasury favored it as a financial measure; liis parti- 
sans in the west held it up to the people as an-admi- 
nistration measure. At the last session of congress 
the bill passed the senate about the same time the 
pre-emption bill did; they went to the house toge- 
ther; the pre-emption bill passed, and the graduation 
bill slept on the table. There was power enough to 
pass the sub-treasnry bill and the pre-emption bill, 
but the graduation bill was forgotten. Thus, sir, 
twelve years, including the administrations of gen. 
Jackson aid Mr. Van Buren, have passed away, and 
the graduation bill stands precisely where it did 
when I came to congress first. From this I am led 
to believe either that there never was any serinus in- 
tention of passing it by tliose who clamored the loud- 
est for it; that it was merely held up to the gaze of 
the people as the opposition measure to distribution 
for the purpose of defeating the latter measure; or 
the people were opposed to it, and the dominant 
party knew it and were afraid to pass it. And let 
ine say to senators now, that I have not the least 
idea it ever will pass, unless it shall be connected 
with the pre-emption and distribution principles, 
upon terms of coinpromise of the whole subject. 
The objections that are urged against the gradna- 
tion bill are, first, that it unsettles the land poliey; 
secondly, it reduces the price of the real estate of 
the country; thirdly, the principle of graduation, by 
the time the lands have been in market, is arbitrary 
and unjust, inasmuch as the tables of sales show 
that lands which have been long in market still find 
purchasers at the minimum price of one dollar and 
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twenty-five cents per acre. These objections are 
entitled to due consideration; and although f do not 
expect to live long enough to see a graduation law 
standing upon its own basis, I will briefly notice 
them. As tothe first objection, it will depend en- 
tirely on a prior qnestion, that is, would the change 
be lor the betler? If so, there can be no objection on 
that ground; as frequent changes have been made, 
and tbe land system has been much improved by 
them. Instance the subdivisions of the tracts; the in- 
troduction of tlie cash for the credit system; the re- 
duction of the price from two dollars, which was the 
minimum, to one dollar and twenty-five cents, the 
present minimum. The second ‘position is, that it 
reduces the price of the real estate of the country. 
This assumption I think rather specious than sub- 
stantial; it would certainly tend to sell the land, and 
cause it to be improved at a much earlier day than 
it otherwise wonld be; and as the value of the im- 
proved land depends upon the state of the improve- 
ment of the country, it follows that the cultivation 
and improvement of these lands at an early day inust 
tend to increase rather than diminish the value of 
the other improved lands in the same section of 
country; at least, the effect would not be perceptible 
against this view. In the next place, it is contend- 
ed that the principle of graduation by time—that if, 
the length of time lands have been in market—is 
arbitrary and unjust, because lands that have been 
long in market still find purchasers at the minimum 
price. This matter is perfectly plain and simple of 
solution. Lands have an intrinsic and a relative 


reigners overturning or injuring the government, by 
their votes or otherwise. Sir, let ine tell senators 
that this is not the class of inen Irom whom danger is 
to be apprehended. These are bonest, hard wok. 
ing, industrions men, who support themselves and 
families by the sweat of their brows; men who at- 
tend to their own business, and not the concerns of 
the public: they are not the class of political foreign- 
ers who hang aronnd your sea-ports and the suburbs 
of your large cities, making politics their trade, 
preaching agrarian and /oco foco doctrines in the 
day tine, and lighting loco foco matches and rioting 
at niglit—the levellers down, becanse they cannot 
Jevel up. Men who do not betake themselves to 
honest callings for a livelihood, and who are the ene- 
mies of those who do; these are the men you may 
watch; but when you see a foreigner take his family 
into the western country, settle down on a piece of 
wild land, commence his little improvement, sur- 
rounded and aided by his wife and children, you 
may rest satisfied that you have nothing (o fear from 
| him; he is of the useful class of foreigners that ntti- 
mately become our best citizens. The spirit that 
| prompts him to acquire property will induce him to 
| protect aud defend it. The other class are not al- 
lected by pre-emption laws, for they wonld not cul- 
tivate and improve the new lands if you would give 
ithem the privilege free of cost. I have seen many 
j of this class in the west as well as in the east, and T 
have never seen one of them claiming pre-einption 
privileges. "The other class usually apply for the 
benefit of our naturalization laws, and become citi- 


value. A graduation bill by time only applies to the 
intrinsic value of lands; they are sold by their rela- 
tive value, by which I mean that the locality, quali- | 


zens at the earliest period possible; they are good 
meiubers of society, and I desire to give them all the 
encouragement I can consistently with the provisions 


ty of soil, water privileges, timber aud many other | of the constitution. 


qualities, compose the intrinsic value of a piece of 


During the discussion of this question, the argu- 


land, and for which it receives an early purchaser; | ment was pushed fuither (han was called for by the 


while lands wanting any of these qualities would be 
passed by the settler in the first instance; but, after 
the country around becomes settled and improved, 
these lands, thus passed. by, become relatively va- 
luable in consequence of their locality, and not their 
original intrinsic value; and that relative value finds 
for thein purchasers. I have no doubt but that at 
least one-half of the lands that are now called refuse 
may in a series of years be forced upon purchasers 
at the minimum price. This is my view of the 
matter. It looks very plain to me; and yet it has 
excited along debate to account for the apparent 
phenomena, how it could be possible that these lands 
could be inferior lands, and still find purchasers.— 
There are connected with this part of the argument | 
two important questions: First, 1s it tight for the 
government to hold up these Jands at a price above 
their intrinsic value, until they are sold by their re- 
lative value, and thereby avail itself of the industry 
of the purchasers of the surrounding lands to give 
that relative value? The other is, should the settle- 
inent of the conntry be retarded, and the states pro- 
hibited from taking the lands, until that relative 
valne shall have been given to them by the surround- 
ing improvements? I have heretofore thought that 
both of these questions should be decided in the ne- 
gative, and have voted accordingly; and, as I have 
heard no complaint of iny votes, I shall in this in- 
stance take the same course, thongh } feel quite easy 
about it, and would willingly conform to the will of 
my state by voting either way, or make a reasonable 
compromise of the whole malter to secure greater 
benefits in tlie final adjustinent of theland question. 
1 come now, Mr. President, to the more iinportant 
question of pre-emption as embraced by the bill be- 
fore us. As I have already said, laws on this sub- 
jecl have been passed from time to time, differing in 
some particulars from the bill before us, which 1 
will look into as 1 progress with tlie argument. 
But, belore I give my views upon the question, I 
desire to say a few words in relation to my vote 
against an amendmentto the original bill, which ex- 
cluded foreigners from the benefits of pre-emption. 
It has been argued by senators that the restriction 
should have been incorporated in the bill; they cun- 
tend that persons who have no interest in our go- 
verniment, and who owe allegiance to a foreign 
power, onght not to have the benefits of a law which 
they contend grants exclusive privileges. ‘There is 
much force in the argument, amd were there not 
countervailing considerations, I shouid be disposed 
to go with them; but, sir, let it be remembered that, 
previous to obtaining the benefit of the law, resi- 
dence, improvements on and cultivation of the land, 
are requisite on the pait of the pre emptor; this ! 
considered tanfamount to a declaration of a bona fide 
intention on the part of the settler to became a citi- 
zen of tlie United States; indeed, it is one of the most 
conclusive evidences of that intention that could 
well be conceived of. Still, 1 voted to require the 
declaration to be made in writing before the pre- 
einption shall operate, I cannot agree with senators 
who lliink there is great danger of this class of fo- 


provisions of the bill; and new questions were start- 
ed, or rather sprang upon us, one of which, being 
an important one, I am not disposed to let pass 
without a brief notice. It has been contended that 
the states have the power to confer the rights of 
citizens, or, in other words, citizer ship on foreign- 
ers, notwithstanding the constitution of the United 
States on that subject. Others have contended that 
this can only be done in the absence of the exercise 
of the power of passing naturalization laws on the 
part of congress. I heard these opinions advanced 
by distinguished senators,and I confess I thought at 
the time that both were wrong; that those who con- 
tended lor the first of these positions were clearly and 
wholly mistaken; and that those who admit the power 
in the states, in the absence of the exercise of the 
power by the federal government, had taken ground 
that could not be maintained. 1 supposed the whole 
power to be exclusive in congress, and that in no 
case, under no circustances, could the states, or 
either of them, exercise it; and I find, on consalting 
a high authority, (Story on the constitution), that 1 
was right. I will read to the senate what that learn- 
ed commentator says on the subject. 3d vol. Com- 
mentanes, chap. 16, he says: 

“The propriety of coniiding the power to estab- 
lish a uniform rule of naturalization to the rational 
government seems not to have occasioned any doubt 
or controversy in the convention. For aught that 
appears on the journals, it was conceded without 
objection. Under the confederation, the states pos- 
sessed the sole authorily to exercise the power, and 
the dissimilarity of the system in different states 
was generally adinitted as a prominent defect, and 
laid the foundation of many delicate and intricate 
questions. As the free inhabitants of each state 
were entitled to all the privileges and imrannities of 
citizens in all the other states, it followed that a 
single state possessed the power of forcing into 
every otlier state, with the enjoyment of every im- 
munity and privilege, any alen whom it inight 
choose to incorporate into its own society, however 
repugnant such admission might be to their polity, 
convenience and even prejudices. In effect, every 
state possessed the power of natuializing aliens in 
every other slate—a power ns inischievons in its 
nature as it was judiscreet in its actual exercise. In 
one state, residence for a short tiine might, and did 
confer the iights of citizenship; in others, qualifica 
tions of greater importance were required. An 
alien, therefore, incapacitated for the possession of 
certain rights by the laws of the latter, might, by 
a previous residence and naturalization in the 
former, elude at pleasure all their salutary regnla- 
tioni for self-protection; and it has been remarked, 
with equal truth and justice, that it was owing to 
mere casualty that Ihe exercise of this power under 
the confederation did not involve the nnion in the 
mnst serious embarrassments. There is great wis- 
dom, therefore, in confiding to the national govern- 
ment the power to establish n uniform rule of natu- 
talization throughout the United States. It is of 


who are entitled to enjoy the rights of citizens in 
each state, since they thereby, in ellect, become 
entitled to the rights in citizens of all the states. If 
aliens might be admitted indiscriminately to enjoy 
all the rights of ritizens at the will of a single state, 
the union itself might be endangered by an influx 
of foreigners hostile to ifs institutions, ignorant of 
its powers, and incapable of a due estimate of its 
privileges.” 

“It follows from the very nature of the power 
that, to be useful, it must be exclusive; for a con- 
current power in the states would bring back all 
the evils and embarrassmen{s which the uniform 
rule of the constitution was designed to remedy. 
And, accordingly, thongh there was a momentary 
hesitation, when the constitution first went into 
operation, whether the power might not still be ex- 
ercised by the states, subject only to the control of 
congress, so far as the legislation of the latter ex- 
tended, as the supreme law; yet the power is now 
firmly established to be exclusive. The Federalist, 
indeed, infroduced this very case as entirely clear, 
to illustrate the doctrine of an exclusive power by 
implication, arising Irom the repugnancy of a simi- 
lar power in the states. ‘This power must neces- 
sarily be exclusive,’ says the author, ‘because if 
each state lad power to prescribe a distinct rule 
there could be no uniform rule.” 

(Mr. Smith's speech to be concluded in our nezt.] 


TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS —2d SESSION. 
SENATE. 

February 23. Most of this day was taken up in 
tbe presentation of memorials. 

Mr. Cloy reported a bill to extend lhe time of 
locating military land warrants. 

Mr. Benton submitted a resolution directing the 
secretary ol the senate to pay out of the contingent 
fund to each messenger of the office of the secre- 
tary, three dollars per day, and to the assistant mes- 
senger and laborers two dollars per day, in lieu of 
all dues. 

Mr. King thought this a decidedly preferable 
meade: it was fixing the recompense of these people 
on some fixed basis instead of voting additional pay 
at the last hour of the session, as had lrequently 
been the case. It was advisable to fix the matter 
definitively; and while lie was averse to voting ad- 
ditional compensation at the close of congress, he 
was tor paying those worthy public servants a libe- 
ral but not extravagant compensation. He moved 
that it be sent to the committee on the contingent 
expenses; which was agreed to. 

The bills heretofore noticed as having been or- 
dered to be engrossed were severally read a third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, the bill for chartering 
the banks of the District of Columbia was taken up, 
and amended by Mr. Clay, of Alabama, and Mr. 
Wright; when Mr. Tappan moved to strike out all 
after the enacting clanse, and inseri as an amend- 
ment a bill embracing the following features: 

Every stockholder shall record his stock in the 
clerk’s office, the schedule of the same to be pub- 
lished every three inonths in the newspapers of the 
District; every sale and trausfer to be placed on 1e- 
cord and published within ten days. 

To issue no notes of less than $20, under a pe- 
nalty ot five hundred dollars. 

Ii specie be refused, enabling any justice to en- 
ter up judgment with 20 per cent. damages, and 
cost of suit. 

Making the passing of any note by any indivi- 
dual, of less than 20, liable to a forfeiture vf dou- 
ble the amount of the note. 

That if any person shall establish a bank and issue 
notes as money, without means of redeeming the 
same in current coin, he shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanors, and on convictivn shall be impri- 
soned not less than three nor more than ten years. 

Mr. Tappan spoke in favor of the principles of 
his amendment, and against banking generally, un- 
til a late hour, when he gave way lor a motion to go 
into executive business; alter which the senate ad- 
journea. 

February 24. Mr. Pierce, of New Hampshire, 
presented resolutions from that stale, on the subject 
of appointing the same day throughout the United 
States, for the choice of presidential electors, 

Mr. Bates, of Mass. presented resnlutions of that 
state in relation to the claims of Atoerican citizens 
for French spoliations on commerce, prior to 1800. 

Mt. Henderson submitted a resolution calling on 
the secretary of war for information aa to the best 
point for the erection of a national foundry in the 
west. 

After acting un various private bills, the serate 
procecded to the diserssion of the bill to revive and 
continue in force the banks in the District ol Coe 
lumbia, when Mr. Tappan rose and concluded his 


(ue deepest interest to the whole union to kuow:remarks, The question having been laken on his 
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amendinent, or rather substitute, the vote stood as ; following letter received by him from the chief jus- 


follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Tappan and Wright—2. 

NAYsS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay, of Ala. 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Fulton, Graham, len- 
derson, Hubbard, King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Mer- 
rick, Mangum, Nicholson, Phelps, Pierce, Pnrter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Sevier, Smith, of Cann. Sniith, of Ind. Sturgeon, Tall- 
madge, White, Williams, Young—33. 

Mr. Clay of Ala. moved the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the close of the bill: 

“And provided further, That nothing herein contain- 
ed shall be so construed as to prevent said banks, or 
either of them, trom paying deposites, heretofore made 
in said banks, or either of them, in the kind of funds 
in which said deposites were made.” 

Mr. Wright opposed the motion, and the debate 
was continued, Mr. Merrick and Mr. Clay of Ala. 
participating. 

The question was then taken on the adoplion of 
the amendment, and decided in the affirmative as 
follows: 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay, of Ala- 
bama, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Fulton, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, Huntington, King, Knight, Mangum, 
Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives. Rug- 

les, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Tallinadge, White 
l'oung—295. 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Denton, Calhoun, Hubbard, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholson, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, 
Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Williams. Wright—16. 

Mr. Allen then moved an amendment going to 
make every officer and stockholder of the banks li- 
able in their individual capacities, for the full 
amount of stock standing in their names, the liabi- 
lity to continue afte sucii officers or steckholders 
cease tc be so. 

Mr. Allen said he shonld b» recreant to his trust 
il he did not endeavor to graft this principle on the 
bill; a feature which he knew to be in consonance 
with the majority of the people ol his state, and he 
b-lieved, of the United States; aud on the question 
of adoption, he should demand tlie yeas and nays. 
The question having been taken, resulted as fol- 

ows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lampkin, Nicholas, Roane, Robinson, Sturgeon, Fap- 
paa, Walker, Williams, Wrght—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Gaaham, Dixon, LIenderson, Huntington, Knight, 
Maagum, Merrick, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Tallmadge, White, Young—19. 

‘The question was then taken on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed, as amended, and decided in the af- 
firmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay, of Ala- 
bama, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulton, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, King, Knight, Man- 

um, Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
oane, Ruggles, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, 
Williams, Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Hub- 
bard, Lian Lumpkin, Nicholson, Pierce, Robinson, 
Smith, of Con. ‘Tappan, Walker, Wright—13. 

The senate then went into executive session, and 
remained therein some lime. Alter which the se- 
nate adjourned. 

February 23. The bill from the house of repre- 
sentatives making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatie expenses of the government lor the year 
1841, was twice read and referred to the coininittee 
on finance. 

The bills ordered to be engrossed yesterday were 
severally read the third time and passed. 

Mr. Walker reported a bill granting the right of 
pre-emption to the settlers on the Dubuque claim 
in the territory of lowa, which bill was considered 
in committee of the whole, and ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

The (allowing bill was then taken up, and after 
having been disenssed, was amended and ordered 
to be eng:ossed, a bill to revive and continue in 
farce, far a limited time, an act approved on the 
third day of March, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
seven, entitled “an act tor the appointment of com- 
missioners to adjust the claims to reservations of 
land under the fourteenth article of the treaiy of 
eighteen bandred and thirty, with the Choctaw In- 
dians;" and also an act approved on the twenty- 
secoud day of February, eighteen hundred and tbir- 
ty-eight, entitled ‘tan act to amend an act entitled 
*an act for tlie appointinent o[ commissioners to ad- 
jost the claims to reservations of land under the 
fourteenth article of the treaty of eighteen hnndred 
and thirty, with the Choctaw Indians." "' 

Several private bills were also considered in com- 
mittee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The senate went into executive session at half 
past 2 o'clock. and, after remaining therein for a 
considerable tune, adjourned. 

February 26. As soon as the journal was read 
Mr. Roane rose aud communicated to the chair the 


tice of the United States: 
“JVashinglon, Feb. 26, 1841. 

“Sir: As one of the senators from the state of 
Virginia, of which our lamented brother, judge 
BARBOUR, was so distinguished a citizen, I enclose 
you a copy ol the funeral ceremonies which have 
been determined upon. 1 am, sir, with great re- 
spect, your obedient servant, R. B.TANEY." 

Mr. Roane rose and said: Mr. President, I ask a 
moment of the precious time of the senate; I will 
not abnse it; for already bad the mournful intelli- 
gence now officially annonnced to us reached every 
member of this body, and already had the heart of 
every individual ip this community been tonched 
by that pure aud exalted feeling which is ever 
awakened when the patriot bears that his eountry 
lias suddenly lost, and lost forever, one of its bene- 
factors. 

Mr. President, had I the talent and the malerial 
(whicb I have not) to offer a just tribute to the me- 
mory of the distinguished judge whose funeral we 
are now invited to attend, l shonld Ceein it inap- 
propriate to do so on the present occasion. That 
task I leave in other and abler hands; but knowing, 
as I well do, the exemplary virtues of the deceased 
in all the social and domestic relations of life; know- 
ing, as I well do, the exalted estimation in which 
his virtues, talents and patriotista were held in his 
native state, whicli 1 have the honor, in part, to re- 
present, and knowing, as does every member of this 
bady, bis tong, faithful and valuable public services 
within the walls of this building, I feel myself autho- 
rised to ask the senate to adopt the resolution I now 
offer: 

Resolved unanimously, That, in testimony of their rc- 
spect for the utemory of the hon. Prine P. BARBOUR- 
late associate justice of the supreme court of the Unit- 
ed States, the senate will adjaurn this day. at 2 o'clock. 
for the purpose ol attending the funeral of the deceased. 

Mr. Walker, from the committee on public lands, 
reported a bill eoncerning an aet granting lands to 
certain exiles from Poland. 

The bill for creating a new land district in the 
state of Missouri, and for changing the boundaries 
of the southwestern and western land districts in 
said state, was considered in committee of the 
whole, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The senate then proceeded to the special order, 
being the bankrupt bill; when Mr. Clay rose and 
addressed the senate until the hour of adjournment 
against the pending amendment to include banks 
in the compulsory process; denying tbe constitu- 
tionality of such a law, and declaring it to be un- 
Wise and inexpedient even if the power were ex- 
pressed. The senate then adjourned. 

February 27. Mr. Clayton, ot Delaware, present- 
ed a series of resolutions passed by the legislature 
of that state to the following elfect: 

1. That the retusal by congress to recharter the 
banks of the District of Columbia, was unwise and 
oppressive. 

2. That they are unwilling to believe with the 
citizens of Washington and Georgetown, that their 
only chanee lor gond government and prosperity 
rests in a retrocession of the territory to Maryland, 
and confidently hope that the next if not the pre- 
sent congress will pant a redress of their grievances 
—and 

3. That the people of the District of Columbia 
ought to be represented in cougress—which resoln- 
tions were laid on the table and ordered to be print- 
ed. 

The bill from the house making appropriations 
for the naval service lor the year 18414, was read 
and referred to the coinmitiee on naval affairs. 

Mr. Wright reported the bill from the house mak- 
ing appropriations for the civil and diplomatie ex- 
penses ol the governioent for the year I811, with 
amendments, which being read, Messrs. Anderson 
Tappan, Knight, and Henderson severally gave uo- 
tice of amendments which they intended to propose 
when the bill came up for consideration, which 
were ordered to be printed. 

M. TFall, from the committee on the judiciary, 


reported a biil to amend the act entitled “an act to) 


amend the act approved May 13, 1800, entitled ‘an 
act to amend an act entitled an act to establish the 
judicial courts of the United States," without 
amendment. 

Mr. W. urged the consideration at that time; and 
after some few remarks from Messrs. Buchanan and 


Clayton, it was ordered to be engrossed. 


Ou motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, the senate | 


took up as in cnmumittee of the whole, the bill to 
reorganize the judicial cirenits of the U. States. 


Mr. Clay, of Alabama, then offered the following | 
amendment, explaining the reasons which induced | 


bim to offer it. ce 
“That hereafter [he eastern and western districts 
of Pennsylvania, and the district of New Jerscy, 
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and the district of Delaware shall farm the third 
circuit; the district of Maryland and the eastern 
district of Virginia shell form the fourth circuit; the 
district of North Carolina, the eastern and western 


| districts of S. Carolina, and the district of Georgia 


shall form the filth circnit; the southern district of 
Alabama, and eastern district of Louisiana shall 
form the sixth circuit; the southern district of Mis- 
sissippi, the eastern and middle districts of Ten- 
nessee, shall form the eighth circuit; and tbe dis- 
trict of Arkansas, the district of Missouri, and the 
district of Kentucky shall form the ninth circuit. 

“Sec. 3. And beil further enacted, That tbe cir- 
cuit court for the district of Arkansas shall be 
holden on the fourth Monday of April, and the 
fourth Monday of October in each and every year; 
and it shall be the duty of tlie associate justice of 
the supreme conrt allotted to the ninth circuit, to 
preside at the spring term of the circuit court for 
the district of. Arkansas; and the associale justice 
of the supreme court allotted to the eighth circuit, 
to preside at the spring term of the circuil court for 
the southern district of. Mississippi, which shall be 
holden on the second Monday in December.” 

Mr. Clayton moved to amend the amendment, so 
as to place Delaware in the 4th instead of the 3d 
district. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. said he would cheerfully adopt 
such modification. 

Mr. Roane rose to protest on his part and thal of 
his state against the adoption of any legislation 
having a tendency, as it were, to blot out from the 
judicial system of the United States a state which 
had held, and so justly, so elevated a position from 
the very commencement of the government. 

Mr. Clay was sorry to find that the senator last 
up saw any thing in the proposition unfriendly to 
Virginia; certainly there was no such purpose. Mr. 
C. then spoke of the present arrangement, which 
alloted six of the judges to the Atlantic, where the 
duties were little in comparison witb those on the 
other side of the mountains, while there were only 
three given lo the west. A sudden, unexpected 
aud deplorable event had occnrred, which enabled 
them to look into the matter, and make a proper di- 
vision of the duties. By this arrangement the 
judges were convinced that all the business could 
be properly aud satisfactorily attended to. If he 
knew Virginia, she was indifferent abont office, 
and anxious alone for the proper discharge of the 
high trusts reposed, by which equal and exact jus- 
tice might be meted to all. 

Messrs. Clay, ol Ala. Huntingion, King, Mangum 
and Sevier spoke briefly in favor ol the bill. 

Mr. Roane spake some minutes against the bill, 
and protested against hurried legislalion on the 
subject. Messrs. Graham and Benton opposed it. 

After Messrs. Henderson, Buchanan, Walker and 
Rives had spoken in favor of the bill; the question 
was then taken on the engrossment, and decided in 
the affirmative, as fotlaws: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Bates, Bayard, Bucha- 
nan, Clav, of Alabama, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Cuthbert, 
Dixon, Fulton, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, King, 
Knight, Linn, Mangum, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Norvell, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Ro- 
binson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tall- 
madge, Walker, Williams—34, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhonn, Graham, 
Hubhard, Lumpkin, Pierce, Roane, Smitb, of Conn. 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Wall, Wrighi—13. 

Mr. Ruggles, on leave, introduced a bill granting 
copy rights to inventors of designs, prints, &c. 
which was referred to the committee on the patent 
olfice. 


The bill to declare the rights of the children of 
citizens of the United States born abroad, which 
had been considered in committee of the whole and 
ordered to be engrossed, was put upon its third 
reading, when Mr. Clay said he thonght the bill 
involved some very important principles, and such 
as should not be acted on too hastily, It was evi- 
dent that there was not time at the present session 
to diseuss its inerits properly. It seemed to him, 
from a hasty glance, that it sought to perpetnate al- 
legiance, and to give privileges to the children of 
citizens who might wander over the world on their 
own business, (not on that of the public), to be 
cousicdered in the saine light as those born at home. 
He thought we ought to pause before we passed 
such a bill, and would therefore move to lay it ou 
the table. Which motion was adopted. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of executive business, and, after spending some 
considerable time therein, the doors were again 
opened, and after acting on a joint resolution of a 
private nature, the senate adjourned. 

March 1. Mr. Bates presented the credentials of 
the hon. Rufus Choate, senator elect from Massa- 
chusetts, in the place of the hon. Daniel IWebster, 
resigned, who was qualified and took his seat. 
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On motion of Mr. Tappan, the committe on In- ;the British minister and the secretary of state since 
dian alfairs were instructed to inquire into the ex- |the date of the last correzpordlence between them, 
pediency of making an appropriation for the re- | now before the public. There was no foundation 
moval of the Wyandot Iudians from the state of|for this rumor. Jt was tue that, since that time, 
Ohio. a single note bearing upon the subject had heen 

Mr. Buchanan said be was instructed by the com- f addressed by Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth, which the 
mittee on foreign relations tn move tn be discharged | latter had answered; but this note and answer were 
from the consideration of the resolution which had [ot so little importance that he (Mr. B.) did not 
been referred to that committee, “requesting the | deem it necessary to call for their publication, and 
president to communicate to the senate, if not in- |their tone was lar from being ol any angry charac- 


compatible with the public interest, any correspon- 
dence which may have taken place between this 
government and that of Great Britain relative to the 
northeastern boundary not heretolore comtounicated 
to the senate.” 

He wonld state, with as much brevily as possible, 
the reasons which had induced the committee to 
believe that it would be inexpcdient, at the present 
moment, to publish the correspondence to which 
the resolution referred. 

It would be recollected by senators who had di- 
rected their attention to this subject, that, in con- 
seqnence of the correspondence already published 
between the two goveruments, and to which he need 
not particularly refer, it became the duty of Great 
Britain to suhmit to our government the project ol a 
convention for the settleinent of this long disputed 
boundary question. ‘This duty had been perlormed 
by the British government in the month of May, 
1839. ‘The president did not approve of this pro- 
posed convention, chiefly because it contained no 
ultimate provision which must inevitably and finally 
determine the controversy between the two coun- 
tries. Indeed, from its character, it was quite pro- 
bable that, had it been adopted, it would not have | 
produced this result, so much to be desired; and 
the president was firmly convinced, considering the 
long delay—the high state of mutual irritation ex- 
isting along the border, and the imminent danger 
of actual collisiou—that the interest of both par- 
ties imperatively demanded the adoption ef such 
treaty stipulations as must necessarily make an end 
of the question. The Diitish government had since 
unequivocally coincided with the president in these 
sentiments; and the two governments had already 
agrecd opon the essential points of a convention 
based upon these principles, and alike advantage- 
ous and honorable to both. There were still some 
provisions of this convention of comparatively minor | 
Importance, and involving detail rather than princi- | 
ple, which had nnt yet been agreed npon; but if it | 
were the sincere desire of both parties, as he believed 
it was,to arrive at an amicable conclusion, the nego- 


ter. 


. Mr. Clay made a few brief remarks, nnderstood 
in substance to be that, in his position with the 
cominittee on foreign relalions, derived as it had 
been from tlie vice president, it might not be amiss 
in him to say a few words in relation to the subject. 
The questions in immediate dispute between the 
two countries were the northeastern boundary, the 
affair of the Caroline, the case of McLeod, and 
certain seizures on the coast of Afiica. The most 
important was doubtless that relating to the north- 
eastern boundary. Reference had been made to 
an arbitration that was to settle definitively the ques- 
tion, and all the principles that should regulate the 
composition of the arbitration had been settled on, 
except some minor points of detail. With regard 
to the Caroline, there had been some delay in an- 
swer to the demand of our government whether her 
capture within our jurisdiction had been previously 
authorised or subsequently sanctioned. 

As to the case of MeLeol, a gnnd deal depended 
on what the government of New York should do in 
the matter. In his opinion, there ought to have been 
some intimation by the executive to the proper an- 
thority in New York of the necessity of affording to 
the accused a fair anıl impartial trial; and to his 
person, if acquitted, perfect security. 

Tf this could not be obtained wliere lie was, he 
should be bronght to a part of the country where 
strong prejudice did not exist, and where the salety 


[oF his person shontd be put beyond all question. 


He thought it probable that New York would take 
that course without suggestion from any quarter. 
He hoped he might have a full, fair and impartial 
trial, such as it was the duty of the country to have 
guarantied to him. 

With respect to the African captives, he did not 
know what correspondence had taken place be- 
tween the two governments; but under no circum- 
stances would this country submit to the right of 
search, 

Mr. C. gave it as his decided opinion that the state 
of the difference hetween the two countries was not 


tiation must soon be successfully terminated. Un- 
der these peculiar circumstances, the comsaittee 
believed that it could do no gnod to either party, | 
whilst it might be embarrassing to both governments, | 
to publish to the world the correspondence and the | 
different projets and counter-projets of treaties 
which had passed between them. 

Mr. B. said that his official position in the senate 
had afforded him free access to all this correspon- | 
dence. He had examined it with care, and would 
now frankly state the iinpression which it had made 
on tits ind. Although he would not pretend to 
say that there were no omens of war in the conduct | 
of the British government on our northern frontier; | 
yet this he should assert with mnch confidence, that, | 
in the negotiation itself relative to our northeastern | 
boundary, nothing had occurred inconsistent with 
the sincere and anxious desire which had always | 
been professed by that government to preserve the 
peace which now so happily subsisted between the 
two countries, and to bring the question to a final | 
and satisfactory conclusion. Piobably thisexpres- 
sion might be too strong, and that he ouzht to have 
qualified the general terms he had used, by except- 
ing the delays we had experienced from the tardy 
movements of the British government at every stage 
in the progress of the negotiation, Still he felt 
himsell justified in using, at the present moment, 
the language of the president in liis message at the 
commencement of the session, that, ‘from the cha- 
racter of the points still in difference, and the un- 
doubted disposition of both parties to bring the 
matter to an early conclusion, Í look with entire 
confidence to a prompt aud satisfactory terinina- 
tion of the negotiation." He had reason to be- 
lieve that such were still the anticipations of the 
president in.regard to the northeastern boundary 
question. 


such as to require a special minister. The minister 
resident there would be able to do all that would be 
necessary in the premises without difficulty, and he 
thought without delay. 

[Mr. Buchanan, (in an under tone), Fam sorry 
to hear that. } expected to be your secretary of le- 
gation. Mr. Clay bowed.] 


After all, (said Mr. C.) I have not yet begun to 
think of the possibility of any immediate war with 
Great Britain; that time has ‘not arrived yet. But 
however distant it may be, I would relax no effort 
to place the country ina proper state of defence. 
Ile looked to the absence of all means of floating 
defence, steain-batteries, &c. with the deepest con- 
cern, He thought the government should apply all 
its energies to place the country in snch a state of | 
defence as would prepare it to meet any possible 
exigency that might arise. 

Mr. C. expressed his belief that both governments 
desired peace; that it was essential to the interests 
of each; and that, if war did come, it would not 
be fron the will of the governments, but from 
collateral causes, over which they wonld have no 
control. 

The committee was then discharged, according 
to the motion of Mr, Buchanan. 5 


Mr. Phelps, froo the committee on Indian affairs, į 
stated that the committee had had under considera. | 
tion a memorial in relation to the Seneca Indians, 
The committee have an opinion to express on the 
subject in due season, but as they have understood 
that no appropriation is to be asked for this session, 
he was directed to move that the committee be dis- 
charged Irom the farther consideration of the me- 
inorial. ‘The motion prevailed, 


Mr. Cuthbert said that on the resignatian of the 


Mr. B. said that, on the present occasion, he 
should purposely refiain from the expression of any 
opinion in regard to the case of the steamboat Ca- 
roline. This was unnecessary, by the fact that all 
the correspondence in relation to this subject of 
any general importance had already been published, 
and each senator had the same means of forming 
an opinion which he bimself enjoyed. There was 
no truth whatever in the rumor now so current that 
there had been an angry correspondence between 


late senator [rom Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster), he 
had charged upon that senator certain opinions on 
the subject of southern institutions. This had led 
toa discussion, in the course of which he (Mr. C.) 
had pledged himself to. prove certain points, The 
most important point was, that Mr. ff'ebster had 
avowed the doctrine that congress had full power to 
prohibit the slave trade between the slates, ‘Phe 
next point was, that the legislature of Massachu- 
setts had maintained the same doctrines, and quoted 
the opinious of that senator (Mr. Websler) to sus- 


tain them. He had pledged himself to produce the 
document to support and justify the charge. 

Mr. Phelps rose to a point ol order with some re- 
luctance. There was no question before the senate, 
and he was not aware that the discussion could lead 
to action of any sort. 

Mr. Cuthbert said the senator from Vermont 
should have checked him at the ontset of the dis- 
cussion on the previous day. The senator did not 
He had pledged himself to produce 
(he proof of the charge which he then made, and lie 
insisted on his right to establish tbe position which 
he had taken. 

The president said the discussion was not in or- 
der according to the strict rules of parliamentary 
proceedings; but it had been the usual practice of 
the senate to permit such explanations as were ne- 
cessary to vindicate gentlemen in a course they 
thonght proper to pursue. 

Mr. King said there was no rule to warrant the 
proceeding, and he regretted that the discussion 
shonld have arisen. But the senator from Georgia 
(Mr. Cuthbert) liad made a statement which had 
been called in question, and he had a right to justi- 
ly himself. No case had ever occurred in which 
this courtesy had been refused to a senator. In the 
sordinary business of the senate, it was necessary to 
enforce the rules of order, but in cases where ase- 
nator claimed a privilege of this kind, it was nni- 
formly accorded to him. 

Mr. Preston hoped the point of order would be 
withdrawn. lt was dae to the senator from Geor- 
gia that he should have an opportunity to put bim- 
self vizht before the country. 

Mr. Phelps said an apology was perhaps due from 
him for making the point of order. He was absent 
at the time of the disenssion. H he had supposed 
that the senator from Georgia considered himself 
implicated in any way, he should not have inter- 
posed. That senator, under the circninstances, had 
aright to be heard on that floor, aud he withdrew 
the point of order. 

Mr. Cuthbert then desired the clerk to read an 
extract (rom a paper which he sent to the desk. It 
purported-to be a memorial, drawn up by a commit- 
tee of which Mr. TPebster was a member. The 
memorial expressed the opinion that congress had 
the power to prohibit the slave trade between tlie 
states. 

Mr. Culhbert then animadverted upon the remark 
made by Mr. Clay, complimentary to Mr. Webster, 
and spoke of three great crisis in the history of the 
two gentlemen when they differed in opinion. The 
first erisis was the late war with Great Britain — 
Was there then any unity of action between the 
twn senators? 

The next crisis was when the south undertook to 
resist the oppressive tarif. The gentlemen hal 
divided cn that question. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts had gone against the coinproinise.— 
When it was compromise or war, that gentleman 
had sternly refused his assent to the measure. 

The third crisis was when the senators of the 
north were pressing the subject of abolition upon 
congress. ‘Then the gentteman from Massaclinsetts 
was opposed lo the senator from Kentucky. When 
it was all important lo have a unanimons vote of 
the senate, the discordant voice of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts was always heard in opposition 
to the majority. 

Mr. Clay regretted extremely that he had been 
called outin this way. The discussion of the other 
day had, he ventured to say, satisfied every mem- 
ber of that body, with the exception of the senator 
from Georgia. He agreed with the senator fiom 
Vermont (Mr. Phelps) that it was all out of order. 
There was no necessity to create an occasion for 
the discussion. The distinguished gentleman from 
Massachusetis was soon to be nominated to that 
body, and then would be the proper time to bring 
out al! the oppasition to him. But the senator from 
Georgia had appealed to the conrtesy of gentlemen, 
and he (Mr. Clay) was nat willing to refuse the re- 

uest. 

3 No error could be greater than to judge of human 
character by a single act, a single sentiment or opi- 
nion. We were not to expect perfect coincidence 
in every thing abstract and practical. 

Mr. Cuthbert here addressed the chair. 

Mr. Clay said: 1 cannot be interrupted, Mr. Pre- 
sident, 1 will uot permit an interruption. ‘The 
practice is much too common, and especially atthe 
other end of the capital. The senator trom Georgia 
will have ample opportunity to reply when I have 
concluded. What was tlie question?—what the sub- 
ject of dillerence in the discussion? The senator 
from Georgia alleges that the distinguished gentle- 
man fiom Massachusetts has expressed an opinion 
—in Faneuil, it was believed—that congress bad 
tlie power to regulate the trade in slaves between 
the states. On this subject great diversity of opi- 


then stop him. 
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nion exists. The power to regulate did not imply 
the power to prohibit. Congress possessed the 
power to regulate foreign commerce, but it had no 
right to prohibit it. 

But the senator from Georgia had adverted to the 
fact that he (Mr. C.) and his distinguished friend 
(Mr. IVebster) had agreed on some questions, and 
disagreed on others. Was there any thing unusual 
or singularin that? The senator from South Caro- 
lina (Mr. Colhoun) and the senator trom Georgia 
were now on the same side, had they always agreed? 
Was the gentleman from Georgia ever a nullifier? 
[Mr. Cuthbert said, no.] No. He (Mr. Clay) 
presumed there were many points of publie pohey 
on which those gentletaen differed. The only cor- 
rect method of judging was to take human nature 
in the /ou ensemble, and not undertake to determine 
by a single instance. 

'The senator [rom Georgia had referred to three 
subjects in which he (Mr. Clay) had diifered with 
the gentleman from Massachusetts. The ficst was 
the late war with Great Britain. Mr. Webster had 
regarded that war as unnecesary, and inthat Mr. 
Clay though he was wrong. But there was ano- 
ther war—a domestic war—a war waged by gen. 
Jackson against the prosperity of the country; and 
where stoni the senator from Georgia in that wai? 
The gallant Webster had contended for the people 
throngh this long war, with persevering ability, but 
the senator from Georgia was on tile other side. 

In regard to the compromise act, the gentleman 
from Massachusetts had been opposed to that heal- 
ing measure. But how was it with other senators, 
with whom the gentleman from Georgia was now 
co-operating? The senator froin Missouri. (Mr. 
Benton) and the senator from New York (Mr. 
Wright) both voted against the compromise, but 
the gentleman finds no difficulty in acting with 
those gentlemen because they disagreed with him 
on that measure. 

As it regarded abolition, so far as he (Mr Clay) 
knew the opinions of Mr. Webster, he was just as 
much averse to it as the senator from Georgia him- 
self. That there was danger impending, no one 
would deny. The danger was in ul'raism. The 
ultraisin of a portion of the south on the one hand, 
and from abolition on the other.  Itwas to be avert- 
ed by a moderate, but firm eourse; not beinz [ed off 
into extremes, on the one side, or frightened onthe 
other. Mr. (Webster and himself (Mr. Clay said) 
had differed on some subjects, had coincided on 
others; and the senator from Georgia might have 
referred toan instance in which he himself had 
voted with Mr. IVeóster, and in opposition to him, 
(Mr. Clay.) He alluded to the tariff of 1824. 
The substance of the charge was, that Mr. [Vebsier 
and himself (Mr. Clay) had agreed on certain mat- 
ters, and disagreed on others; and if the senator 
from Georgia should undertake to compnte the se- 
veral agreements and disagreements, he would 
have to work ont amore difficult problemn than a 
friend of Mi. Clay’s in the other house, who had 
{ried to ascertain whether Vermont or Kentucky 
was the hanner state. 

Mr. Cuthbert said there was nothing in the re- 
marks of the seuator from Kentucky that was 
worthy of reply. 1f the debate on the nomination 
of Mr. Webster was to be public, there would have 
been some force in what had been said on that point, 

Mr. Rives had not intended to take part in the 
diseussion, but he desired to prevent the possibility 
of any misconstruction of the language he had 
used the other day. He had made no issue with 
the senator from Georgia in regard to the opinions 
of Mr. Webster. He had merely said that he kuew 
nothing of those opiaiors,exeept what had been 
stated on the floorof the senate. He wonld take 
occasion to say, however, in relation to the proof 
which the senator from Georgia had produced, that 
there was nothing to connect Mr. Webster with the 
doctrines, There was no evilence that he had 
written, sanctioned, or even seen the report. He 
(Mr. Rives) had heard Mr. Webster, beneath the 
rays of a southern sun. iu the presence of an in- 
telligent assemblage of Virginians, avow doctrines 


of the most patriotic and satisfactory character to 
the south. 

Mr. Rives then adverted to Mr. Van Buren’s 
vote in the New York legislature in 1820 in favor 
of a resolution asserting the power of congress to 
prohibit slavery in the new states, Apply the rule 
whieh the senator from Georgia has laid down, 
(said Mr. R.) and how stands Mr. Van Buren? Is 
he a northern man with southern feelings? Mr. R. 
hoped we should have no more such presidents. 
He wanted an American president, with American 
feelings, such as the mau who was to be inaugurat- 
ed on the 4th of March. 

[There was a burst of applause frnm the gal- 
leries, which the president promptly rebuked and 
suppressed. ] 
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Mr. Rives then referred to the Mississippi ease 
now under consideration by the supreme court, and 
said Mr. Clay had 1aised his voice of argument aud 
eloquence azainst the restrictive regulations which 
Mr. Van Buren had voted in favor of. Mr. Web- 
ster’s opinions, expressed in his great speech in re- 
ply to Mr. Hayne, concurred with those entertained 
by Mr. Clay. Subsequent occurrences, he said, 
had satisfied the icinds of the south that Mr. Web- 
ster’s views were sound on this subject. 

Mr. Preston stated the cireuinstances connected 
with tte avowal of Mr. Webster’s sentiments at 
Alexandria and Richmond, and said they had given 
him the liveliest satisfaetion. He was glad to have 
had some personal agency in bringing out declara- 
tions so important to the south and the whole 
enuntry. 

Mr. IFulker madea speech of some length in 
defence of the constitution of Mississippi, which 
is involved in a case now before the supreine court. 

Some conversation took place between Mr. Du- 
chanan and Mr. Preston, when, at the instance of 
Mr. IVright, the business was changed to the con- 
sideration of the civil and diplomatie appropriation 
bill, when the senate took a recess until 5 o'clock. 

Evening session. The senate met at live o'clock, 
pursuant to adjournmeut. The bill making appro- 
priation for the civil and diplomatic expenses ol the 
government was taken up in committee of the 
whole, the question pending being the amendments 
proposed by the committee on finance to reduce the 
salaries and fees of public officers and agents—such 
as collectors of the customs, marshals, district attor- 
neys, postinasters, &e. &e. 

Mr. (right explained the object of the commit- 
tee in offering the amendments. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, was opposed to consider- 
ing the subject of the reduction of salaries in an 
appropriation bill—a bill that all adinitted to be 
absolutely necessary to be speedily passed. He 
was clearly of the opinion that the whole subject 
of the salaries of the officers should undergo revi- 


| sion, and, in many cases, reduction; but he had no 


hesitation in saying that this was not the proper 
time and oceasion to go into the subject. It wasa 
work of time, and would reqnire due deliberation 
and much consideration; it was a work for a com- 
mittee, who could obtain a full knowledge of the 
whole subject. When the work is done, it should 
be well done, It should doample aad equal justice 
to the officers in the ditferent sections ot the nnion. 

Mr. Wright said he would suggest to the senator 
from Indiana to let the amendments first be acted 
on which were submitted by the cominittee, and 
alter that a mation conld be made to strike cut. 

Mr. Phelps sud the bill betore tiem was merely 
an appropriation bill, and every senator must see 
the necessity that existed for its passage to meet the 
current expenses of the government. Here, how- 
ever, within forty-eight bours of the close of the 
session, was a proposition to connect with it the re- 
duction of salaries. It had been said that some sa- 
laries were too large. He was not prepared to say 
that such was not the fact; nay, tie believed in some 
cases that it was true; but, in his opinion, it was 
not the lime to act on them. "The whole subject 
would require earefnl revision, and much caution 
in framing a bill soas to meet (he subject asit ought 
to be met. The only practical thing was fo pass 
the appropriation bill, aud reserve these matters 
until the next session, when they might all be 
acted npon with a view, lo the benefit of the coio- 
munity. 

Mr. Benton thought it utterly wrong that high fees 
and perquisites should be permitted in this country. 

Mr. Phelps thought it very extraordinary that 
gentlemen should just then think of a proposition 
to reduce expenses; this spirit of economy had come 
over thein ali at once as corporal T'rim fell in love. 

Mr. IVaiker thought the bill defective. If he 
understood it the fees of the marshals would be 
limited to 6,000. If such were the fact no man 
in Mississippi could have hell it for the last three 
years, nor would be able to hold it for the next three 
to come. That officer in some instances had to pay 
out $50.000. 

Mr. Henderson thought the difficulty might be 
obviated, 11 the word zelt was inserted. 

Mr. Sevier thought the bill had better stand as it 
did. 

Mr. Southard was for the retention by postmasters 
of the proceeds of the boxes: he considered it a con- 
tract between postinasters and individuals. 

Mr. Buchanan took a ditferent view; he thought 
that $5,000 was ample for the serviees performed 
by any postinaster—G2,000 for the emoluments of 
office, aud the boxes limited to $3,000, These pri- 
vate boxes were as much a matter of conveuience 
to the postmasters as to the individnals, He did 
not think there was any danger of money going iuto 


jlast evening. 
‘gentleman was nof in order, on the ground— 
|first, that the subject was entirely ditferent (roin 
| that under consideration; and, secondly, that the 


amounted to $6,000, the price would be reduced so 
as to make only $3,000, what was proposed to be al- 
lowed the postinasters on the item. 

Mr. Tullmadge argued against going blindfold 
into this subject at the close of the session. He 
was lor reducing officers to some fair and hberat 
standard, but not (o rush unadvisedly into measures 
that conld not benefit the community. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, thought $6,000 enough 
for any officer; it was as much as the chief justice 
of the United States received, or any head ot a de- 
partment With regard to what had been said about 
postniasters neglecting the community, the intelli- 
gent population of the city of New York would soon 
reetily that matter. 

Mr. Preston said this was not the first time that 
the subject of boxes had been betore the senate; he 
had voted against it before, and would do so again, 
oo the same principle. He thought this whole step 
in the present case an invidious party business. 
Large emoluments had been enjoyed for the last 
twelve years, and why had they not heard of them 
before? He affirmed that the proposition about re- 
ducing the boxes to $3,000 was to make the govern- 
ment a sleeping partner, to come in tor a share of 
the profits with its own agents. 

Mr, Linn had voted to increase the salaries of the 
clerks and officers of the army and navy when all 
the necessaries of life were increased in price 
throngh an inflated medium, but now things wore a 
very diiferent aspect, and a sense ofduty wonld com- 
pel him to vote for the reduction of the emoluments 
of ali officers. Mr. L. occupied the floar tor some 
lime and went into several collateral matters touch- 
ing pledges of the adininistration, and in favor of 
the couse pursued by generat Jackson and his suc- 
cessor, 

Mr. IValker rose to inove an adjournment, when 
the vice president laid before the senate a tetter 
from the president elect, informing the body that he 
was prepared to take the oath of office on the 4th of 
March. 

Mr. Preston immediately submitted a resolution 
appointing a committee of three, to be appointed by 
the chair, to receive the president elect. 

The vice president announced bis intention of 
vacating his seat to morrow in order to give an op- 
portanity for the election of a president pro tem. 

A motion was then made that when the senate 
adjourn, it adjourned to meet at 10 o'clock; which 
motion was carried. And the senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday, Feb. 23. Mr. Galbraith moved to sus- 
pend the rules to enable him to oifer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That, from and after fonr o'clock this day, 
all debate in committee of the whole on the state of the 
union on the bill making appropriatioas for ihe support 
of government for the year 1841 shall cease, and the 
committee shall proceed to vote upon the amendments 
that may he at that time pending, or that niuy be of- 
tered to smd bill, and shall then report the same, with 
such amendments as may have been agrecd to, to the 
houses and said bill shall then be the special order, and 
take precedence of all other business, until the saime 
shall be disposed of hy the house: Provided, That 
nothing in this resolution shall prevent the committee 
from reporting said bill to the house at an carher hour. 

Mr. Fillmore asked Mr. Galbraith to extend the 
time one hour, so as to take np the bill to regulate 
the taking of testimony in cases of contested elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Galbraith assented, aud modified his resolu- 
tion accordingly. 

‘The question was then put on suspending the 
rnles, and there appeared in favor of suspeading 
1t0; against it 19. And so the rules were sus- 
pended. 

Aud the resolution came fully before the honse. 
The previous question was moved and seconded, 
and was put arid carried. 

And the inain question was then taken, that the 
honse do agree to the resolution, and passed in the 
affirmative. 

And so the debate on the bill making appropria- 
tious for the support of governinent. for the year 
1841 will cease to-day at 2 o'clock, P. M. | 

The house then again resolved itself into cammit- 
tee of the whole on the state of the union, aud re- 
smined the consideration of the bill making appro- 
priations for the support of government (the enil 
list) for the year 1841; (Mr. Bell resumed the chair 
of the committee). 

The pending question was on the appeal taken 
by Mr. Cave Johnson fiom the decision of the ehair 
The amendinent offered hy that 


amendment related to a elass of officers for whom 


the treasury from any such source. If the boxes } no appropriation was made in the bill. 
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Mr. Sinith, of Indiana, rose and moved to recon- 
sider the vote taken last evening on the proposition 
of Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi. 

The chairman said that it was not in order to 
move to reconsider a vote in committee; the ques- 
tion would again come up in the house. 3 

And the question recurring, “shall the decision 
of the chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 
tee?” 

The question of order was debated at considera- 
ble length by Messrs. Atherton, Clifford, Tillinghast, 
Banks, Underwood, Winthrop aud Everett. After 
which the chairman stated brietly the grounds of 
his decision. 

Mr. Tillinghast supported the decisioa of the 
chair in a short speech. 

And the question being then put, “shall the de- 
cision of the chair stand as the judgment of the 
cominittee?? it was decided in the atfirinative with- 
outa division. So the decision of the chair was 
affirmed. 

Mr. Cave Johnson then offered the following 
amendment: 

“Provided further, That the district attorneys of the 
United States in and forthe several districts, the clerks 
and marshals respectively of the same, shail render an 
account quarter yearly, each and every year hereafter, 
to the secretary of the treasury, of all tees, emoluments 
and receipts ot every name and nature whatever hy 
them respectively received hy virtue of said offices; 
which account shall be rendered upon oath or affirma- 
tion, and shall bein such form, and supported by such 
proofs as the secretary of the treasury in his judgment 
may preseribe for the purpose of enforcing ihe provi- 
sions hereinafter named: that is to say, it it shall ap- 
pear that the salaries, tees and emoluments, receipts 
and earnings of any of the said attorneys shall exceed 
the sum of $4,500, then such attorneys shall pay such 
excess into the treasuty of the U. States for ihe gene- 
ral purposes of government. And if the salaries, fees, 
emoluments or earnings of any ot the said clerks or 
marshals shall exceed $3,500, then the excess shall in 
like manner be paid into the treasury for the purposes 
ajoresald. And if the salaries, earnings, tees and 
emoluments of any of the said marshals shall exceed 
the sum of $5,000, then such excess shall also be paid 
into the treasury for the purposes aluresaid.” 

Mr. Cushing inquired ol the chair whether this 
proposition was not substaotially the same az that 
struck out last evening? 

Alter a few moments consideralion, the chair- 
man said that he had not had lime to examine the 
proposition minutely, but, from looking at it, he 
thought be saw that it was a proposition to insert 
as an amendment to the amendment of the gentle- 
man irom Mississippi, (Mr. Thompson), engralted 
on the bill last evening, that portion of the original 
proviso which was struck out, aluost in the very 
terms of the proviso. If that was so, it was not in 
order. 

Mr. Cave Johnson then offered the following 
amendment to (he amendment: 

“Provided, That the fees and emoluments re- 
tained by the district attorneys, marshals and clerks 
shall, in no case, exceed, for the district attorney 
and marshal, or either of them, the suin of 36,000 
and those for each of the clerks shall not exceed, in 
any case, $4,500; the surplus of fees and emoln- 
ments to be paid into the public treasury, under 
such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by 
the secretary of the treasury, subject to the disposi- 
tion af congress.” 

Mr. Hunt submitted that this was precisely the 
same proposition in principle as the proposition 
struck out last night, which was, fixing a magimum. 

The atoendment was debated by Messrs. Cuve 
Johnsoa, Evons, Wise, Curtis, Vanderpoel, Stunly, 
Granger, Graves and Cushing, 

Mr. Crary then tonk the floor, and said that he 
desired to subinit some observations, but that, if 
the committee were prepared to take the question, 
he was willing to yield his right to the floor. 

And the question having heen put by the choir, 
Mr. Gentryrose, and was proceeding to make some 
remarks, but Mr. Crary claimed his right, and the 
debate was continued at greatlength by Mr. C and 
by Messrs. Gentry, Alford, Thompson, of Miss. and 
Steenrod; (11 explanation). 

[The whole debate was cirected mainly to ques- 
lions allecting retrenchment and reform, and the 
appropriate time and mode ot carrying out the 
poticy professed by the triends of gen. Marrison.] 

Atter which, Mr. Morgan moved to amend the 
amendment by inserting a proviso that all the fees 
over $6,000 received by distriet attorneys, mar- 
shals, &c. lor the last twelve years should be re- 
funded; but subsequently withdrew it, with the re- 
mark that, as he supposed very little could be ob- 
tained [rom the gentlemen who had held these 
ollices during that tite, he would not press it. Mr. 
Morgan then moved to amend the amendment hy 
inserting atter the word “service” the words “ex- 
clusive of chak hire.” Which motion was rejected. 
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The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Cuve Johnson, and, by ayes 93, noes 48, it 
was agreed to. 2 : 

The house then touk a recess unlil 4 o'clock. 

Evening session. At 4 o'clock, Mr. Bell, the 
chairman of the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, resumed the chair, and called the 
committee to order. 

The chuirman stated that the question before the 
commiltee was now on the motion of Mr. Hunt to 
strike out the entire proviso. 

Mr. Fillmore asked if the amendments were nol 
in lieu of the motion to strike out the proviso. 

The chair answered no; that the amendments had 
been made under the law of parliament, which per- 
mitted a proposition to be amended so as to make it 
as perfect as possible before the question be put on 
striking it out altogether. 

Mr. Cave Johnson took the floor and spoke upon 
the subject of reform generally, and as to his own 
course in particular, in relation to that subject, 
during the ten years he had served in congress. 

Messrs. Groves, Gentry aud C. H. Williams, 
made frequent explanations during Mr. Johason’s 
speech. Mr. J. had not concluded at 5 o'clock, 
when, under the order of this morning, the debate 
was arrested, and the committee commenced to vote. 

The question was then put on striking out the 
entire proviso, as amended on the motions of Mr. 
Thompson, of Miss. and Mr. Cave Johason. The 
honse was counted by tellers, and there appeared 
for striking out 57, against it113. And so the pro- 
viso, as amended, stands. 

The item for the survey of ihe coast being under 
consideration, Mr. Crary inoved to amend the same 
by adding the following proviso: 

“Provided, That $20,000 of the same shall be ex- 
pended under the direction of the presidentin making 
an hydrographical surveys of the Jake coasts of the 
United States.” 

Mr. Curtis raised a question of order, on the 
ground that the amendment was precisely like a 
hill from the senate now pending before the house. 

The chair entertained the amendment, but upon 
a representation of Mr. Iase and other members, 
that the appropriation for the coast survey had been 
invariably confined to the Atlantic coast, he decid- 
ed that it was not in order. 

From this decision Mr. Crary appealed, but the 
house sustained the decision of the chair. 

Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, moved to amend 
by inserting a proviso appropriating $30,000 for 
the continuance of the survey of the coast of the 
Gull of Mexico, which was also negatived. 

Mr. Downing then moved an amendment provid- 
ing for the arrearages of pay of the judge of the 
eastern district of Florida, which was ruled out of 
order. 

Various other amendments having heen moved 
and disposed of. Mr. John IW. Allen, of Ohio, mov- 
ed the following item: 

“For fnrniture for the president's house, of Ame- 
rican manufacture, so far as may be practicable and 
expedient, to be expended under the direction of 
the president, in addition to the avails of the sales 
of decayed furniture, the sum ol $6,000.” 

Mr Alford moved the following substitute: 

“That, for furniture for the president's house, the 
president elect be authorised to sell the gold spoons 
and other such furniture as he may deem extrava- 
gant and unnecessary in the president’s house, and 
purchase with the proceeds of the sale thereof such 
furniture as he may deem proper and useful." 

Mr. Duncon inquired if there were any gold 
spoons in the president’s house. 

Mr. Lincoln said he did not know that there were 
gold spoons among the items of the presidents 
lurniture. He had understood there were spoons 
called silver gill spoons. 

Mr. Morgan desired to know by what authority 
Thomas Z. Dunean, a son of a member, was em- 
ployed as page to the vice president. The fact ap- 
pears by a report of the secretary of the senate of 
(he t7th of December, 1810. 

Mr. Duncan denied that he had a son by thai 
name, 

Mr. Morgon said he was mistaken in the name. 
It was Thomas T. Duncan, ant the son of the mem- 
ber from Ohio. He cannot deny that. 

Mr. Duncan made a reply, but it was not dis- 
tinetly heard; he was understood to deny that the 
money had been paid to his son. 

The reading of an inventory of the president's 
furniture was then called for, and objected to. 

And the question was put, shall the paper be 
read? and passed in the affirmative. 

The paper was then read, by which it appeared 
that the spoons were silver gilt, that is, silver spoons 
wilt with gold. 

Mr. Alford then modified his substitute so as to 
say “silver gill spoons” instead of gold spoons. 


Mr. Graves inquired if the Mr. Noland who had 
given the certificate or paper which had been read 
was the whig gentleman spoken of a day or two 
ago. 

Several members answered he was nn wbig. 

The question was then put on Mr. Alford’s 
amendment, aud there were jor it 61, egainst it 66. 

The question iben recurred on Mr. Allen's 
amendment. 

Mr. Wise inquired on what authority ibis appro- 
priation was asked for. 

Mr. Allen answered, on the authority of the com- 
missioner of publie huildings. 

Mr. Keim said tbat he was a memberof the com- 
mittee on publie buildings and grounds, and no- 
thing had passed between the commissioner and 
that committee on the subject, and that Mr. Allen 
was not a member ol the committee. 

Mr. Allen said that doubtless all. was very true 
which had been stated by Mr. Keim; he did not 
offer the amendinent as a member of any commit- 
tee; it had been usnal, he believed, for some friend 
of an ineoming president to make such motion, 
and he, as the friend of gen. Harrison, had offered 
the amendment. 

Mr. Graves inquired of Mr. Keim, of the com- 
mittee on public buildings and grounds, why it was 
that that committee had not acted in the premises. 

Mr. Keim answered that it any thing bad been 
more distinctly decided in the late contest than any 
other, it was the extravagance which had been 
practised in the president’s house; and it was for 
this reason that the committee had not recommend- 
ed any thing for the presidents household. 

Mr. Graves said ıt was then evident that there 
was political feeling in the question. 

He was here prevented trom proceeding furlher 
under the rule which precludes dehate. 

And the question was put on Mr. Allen’s amend- 
ment, and there were for it 90, against it 51. So 
the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Leonard, chairman of the committee on 
public buildings and grounds, moved the following: 

“For annual repairs of the capitol, attending fur- 
naces, water-closets, lamp lighting, oil, laborers on 
capitol grounds, tools, keeping iron pipes in repair, 
allending gates, gardener’s salary, and top-dressing 
plants, $7,582 50.” J 

Mr. L. explained the amendment, and it was 
adopted. 

Mr. Leonard ihen proposed the following: 

“For annual repairs of the president’s house, 
gardener’s salary, horse and cart, laborers, tools, 
and amount due for repairs of furniture, $2,628." 

Mr. Wise inquired if the salary of the presulent's 
gardener was included. Mr. Leonord. Itis. Mr. 
Lincoin explained the amendment. 

After some further conversation between Mr. 
Wise, Mr. Liacoln and Mr. Stouly, as to the duties 
and the authority of the committee on the public 
buildings over the public grounds, the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Leonard moved the following amendment: 

“For completing back buildings. grading grounds, 
and cutting stone for the west portico of the new 
treasury building, and for materials, $11,188 44.” 
This was agreed to. 

Mr. Leonard also moved the following: 

“For fluting columns of the new patent office, 
finishing roof aud stone work, and for materials, 
$7,750.” 

Mr. Wie inquired if the chairman could tell him 
how mnch this building had cost? 

Mr. Leonard said he could not, and then went on 
to explain the necessity of the amendment. The 
amendment was agreed to, 

Mr. Leonard moved the following: 

“For enclosing new jail yard in tlie city of Wash- 
ington, $5,000.” 

Messrs. Stanly, Everell, Leonard aud Thompson, 
of Miss. made soine remarks pn the amendment; 
after which, it was agreed to. 

Mr. Leonard moved the following: 

“For the new general post office building, 100,000 
dollars.” 

Mr. Williams, of N. C. inquired how much this 
building was intended to cost? 

Mr. Leonard could not answer specifically, The 
building was erecting under contract; bui he was 
not furnished with the particulars. 

Mr. Lincoln gave information on the subject. 

Mr. Barnard asked Mr. Leonard who made the 
estimate for $100,000 for the post office building? 

Mr. Leonard answered that the estimate was 
made by the architect, and was for 175,000 dollars. 
The committee had thought $100,000 would be 
sufficient for the present year, aud had ent it down 
lo that sum. The amendment was then adopted. 

Mr. Leonard moved the following: 

“For the court house in the city of Alexandria, 
$3,000." 
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Mr. Stanly said, if he remeuibered correctly, the said post office, and by reason of keeping a branch 
committee ou public buildings had reported last | post office in either ot said cities, shall, in the ag- 
year that this building had been completed within gregate, exceed tbe sum of $5,000 in any one year, 
tbe estimates. Mr. Lincoln explained. | such excess shall be paid to the postmaster general 

The amendment was agreed to; ayes 70, noes 55. | for the use and purposes of the post office depart- 

Mr. Leonard moved the following: ment. Ard no postmaster shall hereafter, under 

«For pay of stone cutters and other workmen on | any pretext whatever, have, receive, or retain for 
the new treasury building and the new patent ot- | himself, in the aggregate more than $5,000 per year, 
fice building, of the sums allowed them by the |iucluding salaries, and commissions now allowed 
coinmissiun appointed by the president of the U. | and limited by taw.” 

States under the resolution of congress of the 20th | The amendment moved by Mr. Underwood, alter 
July, 1840, $12,923.” being read, was agreed to. 

The resolution of the last session was read. The remaining items in. the bill were then read; 

Mr. Clifford asked if this was not a proposition |and the bill was gone through with, when Mr. 
to pay for work uever done. Thompson, of Miss. proposed the following: 

Mr. Leonard answered that the resolution which | “And for continuing the survey of the coast of 
had been read explained itself. the Gulf of Mexico, $20,000.” 

Mr. Slonty sent to the table to have read one of The amendment was agreed to: ayes 73, noes 48. 
the certificates given under the resolution. Mr. Cave Johnson then renewed the amendment 

Mr. Lincoln explained fully the nature of the | wbich he moved this morning, laying restrictions 
claims proposed to be provided lor. on the amouut of compensation ol custom house of- 

The amendment was agreed to; ayes 89, noes 42. ficers, aud which was then ruled out of order. He 

Several items of the bill were then read and pass- | now moved it as a separate and distinct section. 
ed over. |. Theckairagain ruled the amendment out of order, 

‘Lhe items for salaries of ministers to Great Bri- lon the ground that it had no relation to any clause 
tain, France, Russia, Prussia, Austria and Mexico, |or matter contained within the bill, The chair 
was read; when Mr. Mallory moved to strike out: gave reasons at length for itsopinion. Mr. Johnson 
“Mexico,” for the purpose of sending a charge | appealed. 
d'afairs to that republic, that being the grade of| Mr. Hise gave reasons to show tbat a precedent 
mission sent to all the other Soutb American govern- | relied upon in support ot the amendment was not a 
ments. Mr. Evans opposed the amendment. case in point. The decision of the chair was affirio- 

Mr. Pickens explained the present state of our | ed without a division. 
negotiations or refations with Mexico, and suggest-| Mr. Burke then proposed the following: 
ed that it was best not to make the amendment. «And be il enacted, ‘That the secretary of the trea- 

Mr. Mallory thought we had negotiated with | sury be, and he is hereby, authorised to pay ont ol 
Mexico tong enough about claims, and it was not|any money in the treasury not otherwise appro- 
worth while to keep a minister there any longer. | priated, to the collectors, deputy collectors, naval 

Mr. Fise thought this the best time to reduce | officers and their respective clerks, together with 
the mission, as Mexico bad no minister in this|the weighers, gaugers, measurers and markers of 
country. The amendment was adopted; ayes 81, |the several ports ef the United States, the same 
noes 60. compeusalion for the year 1839 which they would 

Mr. Stanly moved to amend the item by striking | have been entitled to receive if the third section of 
out Great Britain, Fiance, Russia, Prussia and Aus- |the act of July, 1838, entitled ‘an act to provide for 
tria, so as to have all foreign governments placed | the support of the military academy of the United 
on the same footing; that is, to send charges d'af- |States for the year 1833, and for other purposes,’ 
fairs to ail of them. Mr. Fanderpoel asked for a|had continued in force during said year, suhject to 
division. the provisions and restrictions therein contained: 

The chair stated that the question could be di- | Provided, That this act shall apply to such officeis 
vided, and the question would be first put on strik- | only as shall choose to avail themselves of its pro- 
ing out Great Britain, and on each of the nations | vistons. 
separately. “See, 3. Aud be it further enacted, That the sec- 

Mr. Stanly said, if the question was to be taken |retary of the treasury be, and he is hereby, autho- 
in detail, he would withdraw his motion. rised to pay to the clerks in the custom house at 

Mr. Vanderpoel then moved to strike out Prussia. | Boston, out of any money in the treasury not other- 

After snme remarks from Mr. Pickens, Mr. Van- | wise appropriated, the arrears of their salaries from 
derpoel withdrew the motion. 1832 to 1337, so as to make tlie same equal to what 

The item for compensation of charges d'affairs | they received in the last mentioned year, on the 
to the various foreign governments being read; Mr. | same principle as has been applied in the custom 
Mullory, of Va. moved to amend it so as to include | houses at New York and Philadelphia. 

a charge d’affairs to Mexico. The amendment was “Sec. 4. And be il further enacted, That the sec- 
agreed to. retary of the treasury be, and he is hereby, autho- 

Mr. Pickens suggested to Mr. M. to move an out- |rised and required to pay to the clerks in the custom 
fit for the charge d'affairs to Mexico. house at Philadelphia, such sum of money as, with 

Mr. Mallory said he would leave that for the ex- {the amount appropriated by the act of the 3d March, 
tra session of congress. 1839, wil! make up the arrears of their salaries from 

Mr. Jones moved an amendment: 1532 to 1837, the sum to be so paid being first as- 

“For the payment of arrearages incurred in en-|certained by the proper accounting officers of the 
forcing the neutrality laws on the northeru and | treasury. 
northwestern frontier, $5,000." The item was “Sec. 5. And be il further enacted, That the secre- 
agreed to. tary of the treasury be, and he is hereby, authorised 

The item for transportation ofthe mail, 3,280,000 | and required to pay to Charles S. Jackson, deputy 
dollars, was read; when Mr. Morgan moved to in- | inspector in the custom honse at Philadelphia, such 
crease the sum to $3,520,000. Messrs. Jones, Mor- | sui of money as, with the amount already paid him 
gun and Holmes made remarks iu relation to the 
amendment; after which, it was rejected. 

After the item for compensation to postmasters 
had been read, Mr. Underwood moved the following 
proviso: 

«Provided however, That, in addition to returns 
required to be made by postinasters, it shall be the 
duty of tbe postmasters at New York, Boston, Phi- 
ladelphia, Baltimore and New Orleans, and the 
other several cities of the union, each and every 
year hereafter, to render a qnarter-yearly account 
to the postmaster general, under oath, in such form 
as the latter shall prescribe, for the purpose of giv- 
ing full effect to this proviso, of all emoluments or 
sums by them respectively received for boxes or 
pigeon holes, or other receptacles for letters or pa- 
pers, aud by them charged for to individuals; or for 
tle delivery of letters or papers at or from any 
place in either of said cities other than the actual 
post office of such city, and of all the emoluments, 
receipts and profits that have come to their hands 
by reason of keeping branch post offices in either 
of said cities; and if from such accounts it shall ap- 
pear that the nett amount received by either of thie 
postmasters at either of said cities for sucb hoxes 
and pigeon holes and other receptacles for letters 
and papers, and for delivering letters and papers at 
or from any place in either ot said cities other than 


| 


$1,500. 

Mr. Tillinghast inquired if the amendment was 
in order. The chair rnled it out of order. 

Mr. Barnard moved the following: 

“For continuing the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the Hudson river, above and b-low Albany, 
50,000 dollars, to be applied as heretofore, under 
the direction of the secretary of war.” 

The chair ruled this amendment ont of order. 

Mr. Vanderpoet moved the following: 

«And be il further enacted, That the sixth section 
of the act making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of government for the year 
1833, by which it is made lawful for the franking 
privilege to be exercised by each member of con- 
gress for the period of sixty days before he takes 
his seat in congress until the meeting of the next 
congress, be, and the same is hereby, declared to 
mean the onnual meeting of congress on the Ist 
Monday of December in each year.” 

The chair ruled the amendment out of order. 

The committee, then, (at 9 o'clock at night), 
rose and reported the bill to ihe house, with the 
amendments agreed to. 

Mr. Wise moved the previons question. And, 
before it was seconded, a motion was made to ad- 
jouin. 


in the year 1838, will make his salary for that year | 


Mr. Hise inquired if his motion for the previous 
question would be considered the pending ques- 
tion. The chair answered it would. 5 

And the house adjourned. 

ednesday, Feb. 24. Mr. Andrews, a member of 
the committee of accounts,said he was instiucted 
by the committee to ask leave to subinit a resolu- 
tion to allow per diem pay to sucli members of the 
house as were prevented from reaching the seat of 
government by the firs! day of the present session 
of congress, by reason of the great storm which 
raged for several days before and after that day. 

Several members objected. Mr. Jones then call- 
ed for the special order on the bill making appropri- 
ations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of go- 
vernment for the year 1841. 

This bill was reported from the committee of the 
whole on the state of the union last evening, at 9 
o'clock, with annmber of amendments. Immedi- 
ately upon which, the previous question was moved 
by Mr. Hise; which question was pending at the 
adjournment. 

It was announced by the speoker; and on a count 
for a second, a quorum did not vote; when Mr. Kun- 
derpoel moved a call of the house; and the yeas and 
hays Were ordered on the motion. 

They were taken, and the result was: forthe call 
106; against it 42. 

A quorum being present, Mr. Morgon moved to 
dispense with the cail; on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered. Mr. M. then withdrew the motion. 

Aud the roli was called, and 190 answered to their 
names. 

Mr. Clifford moved that all further proceedings 
be dispensed with; which was agreed to. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question was ordered to he put; and it 
was put, separately, on each amendment, and the 
hive first amendments were agreed to without oppo- 
sition. 

On the 10th amendment, which proposes to ap- 
propriate $30,000 for the repairs of the Potomac 
bridge, in the city of Washington, the yeas and nays 
were called for by Mr. Davis, of Indiana, and were 
taken. The result was as follows: yeas 115, nays 72. 

And so the appropriation for the repair of the 
Potomac bridge was carried. 

Several other amendments were then successively 
read, and agreed to. 

And the amendment to the proviso in relation to 
the compensation of district attorneys, marshals and 
clerks, was read. 

Mr. Granger asked for a division of the question 
on the amendment, so that the question be first put 
on that part which establishes the fees of state courts 
or the fees of the attorneys, clerks and marshals of 
the United States, and then on that part which fixes 
the maximom of compensation for attorneys and 
marshals at $6,000, and for clerks at $4,500 per 
annum. 

The speaker decided that, as the amendment was 
to strike out a proviso in the bill, and to insert ano- 
ther iu its place, the question, under the rule which 
prohibits the division of a question to strike out and 
insert, could not be divided. 

Mr. Beil stated the proceedings in committee, 
and said the latter part of the amendment was made 
in committee as a separate motion, and was a se- 
parate and distinct amendment, and ought to have 
been so repnrted by the clerk; and the question to 
concur ought now to be put as on distinet and sepa- 
rate amendments, 

A short debate arose on the question of order, in 
which Messrs. Seit and Dromgoole advorated the 
right to divide, aud Messrs. Hise and Banks oppos- 
ed the division. 

The chair, from the explanations given, now de- 
cided that there were two separate and distinct 
amendments, and thal tbe question must be put sepa- 
rately upon them. 

Mr. Fise appealed on the ground that it was a 
single amendinent, and could not be divided. 

The clerk read the minutes of the proceedings in 
committee of the whole. 

Explanations were made npon the subject by 
Messrs. Evans, Warren, Bell, Briggs and Wise. 

And the question was pnt by yeas and nays on the 
appeal, and there were yeas 98, nays 89. And so 
the decision of the chair was sustained, and it was 
decided that there were two amendments. 

The question then recurred, and was put, on £0 
much of the amendinent as proposes ta stiike ovt 
the original proviso contained within the bill, and 
which ts as follows: 

* Provided, however, That the district attorneys 
of the United States in and for the several districts, 
the clerks and marshals respertively of the same, 
shall render an account quarter yearly, each and 
every year herealter, to the secretary of the trea- 
snry, of all fees, emoluments and receipts of every 
name and nature whatever by them respectively 
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received by virtue of their said offices; which wal 
count shall be rendered upon oath or affirmation, 
aud shall be in such. form, and supported by such | 
pronis as the secretary of the treasury in his judg- | 
ment may prescribe tor the purpose of enforcing 
the provisoes hereinafter named: that is to say, if it 
shall appear that the salaries, fees and emoluments, 
receipts and earnings of any of the said attorneys 
shall exceed the suin of dollars, then such at- 
tornvys shall pay such excess iato the treasury of 
the United States lor general purposes ol the go- 
verninent. And if the salaries, fees, emoluioents 
or earnings of any of the sani clerks shall exceed 
dollars, then the excess shall in like manner 
be paid into the treasury for the purposes aforesaid 
Aud if the salaries, earnings, fees and emoluments 
of any of the said inarshals shall exceed the suin 
of dollars, ihen such excess shall also be paid 
into the treasury for the purposes aloresaid.”’ 

And inserting that part adopted on the motion of 
Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, which is as iollows: 

“That liereafter, in lieu of all fees, emoluments 
and receipts now allowed, it shall and may be law- 
til lor the United States clerks, attorneys, conusel | 
and marshals, in the district and cirenit courts of | 
the United States in the several states to demand 
and receive the same fees that now are, or hereafter 
may be, allowed by the laws of the said states re- 
spectively where said courts are held, to the clerks, 
attorneys and counsel and sheriffs, in the highest | 
courts of said states in whieli like services are ren- | 
dered; and no other fees or emoluments, except 
that the marshals shall receive, in full for summon- 
ing all the jurors for any onc court, thirty dollars; 
aud sliall receive, for every day's actual attendance 
at any court, five dollars per day; and for any ser- 
vices, including the compensation for toileage, per- ! 
jortoed by said officers in the discharge of their 
official duty, for which no compensation is provided 
by the laws of said states, respectively, the said 
ollicers may receive snch fees as are now allowed 
by jaw aceording to the existing usage and practice 
of sail courts ot the United States; and every dis- 


Just before the speaker announced the vote on 
is question, and alter the roll had been called, 
Mr. Stanly said: Mr. Speaker, I wish to vote. I 
did not vote whea my name was called, because I 
was waiting for those who were in their seats, bot 
did not vote. I see E shall wait in vain. I vote aye. 

The item for repairs for the president's house, at- 
tending and keeping the grounds in order, pay of 
gardener, and repairs of lürniture, $2,628, was read, 
and the yeas and nays were ordered upon it; but 
before they were taken, the hour for recess (23 
o'clock) arrived, and the speaker left the chair, and 
a recess was taken until 4 o'elock. 

Evening session, The speuker took the chair, 
and at 5 minutes past 4 a qnorum not being in at- 
tendance, Mr. Andrews wsoved an adjourntnent, and 
the question was put by yeas and nays, and there 
appeared for the adjournment 4, against it 108. 

The house refused to adjourn, bat a quorum did 
not vote. 

The speaker counted the house, and reported that 
156 members were now in atteadance. 

The question was then put on the amendment 
under consideration when the house took recess for 
dinner, and which is stated above, and there ap- 
peared for the amendment 112, against it 49. 

Further amendments were then read and conenr- 
ied in—and the item of $3,000 for the new court 
house in Alexandria was read, and the yeas and 
nays were ordered upon it. The result was for the 
amendment 105, against it 70. And so the three 
thousand dollars were granted. 

The following item was next in order, viz: 

“For pay of stone cutters and other workmen on 
the new treasury building and the new patent office 
building, of the suins allowed them by the commis- 
sion appointed by the president of the United States 
under the resolution of congress of the 20th July, 
1540, $12,923. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the amend- 
ment, and, being taken, it passed in the affirmative. 

Next eame the ameadment reducing the mission 
to Mexico from a full toission to a charge des af- 


th 


trict attoroey, except the district attorney of the | faires. 


southern district of New York, shall receive, inad- | 


dition to the above fees, a salary of two hundred 
dollars per annum.” 

The result was as follows: For the amendment 
176, against it 16. 

The question was then put on that part of the 
proposition moved by Mr. Cave Johnson, which is 
as follows: 

“ Provided, that the fees and emoluments retained 
by the distriet attorpeys, marshals and clerks shall, 
in no case, exceed, lor the district atlorney and 
marshal, or either of them, the sum of $6,000; and 
those for each of the clerks shall not exceed, in any 
case, $4,500; the surplus of fees and einoluinents to 
be paid into the publie treasury, under such rules 
aud regulations as may be prescribed by the secretary 
of the treasury, subject to the disposition of con 

esata 

And passed in the affirmative, as follows: yeas | 
136, nays 53. 

Seve:al other amendments were then read, and 
agreed to. 

The following amendinent was then read: 

“For arrearages for completing the custom house 
in New York, $34.321 21." i 

The question on this amendment was decided by | 
yeas and nays as follows: For the ainedument 91, 
azainst it 85. And so the appropriation was 
granted. 

The following item of amendment was then read: 

“For furniture for (he custom house at New 
York, $3,000.” 

The question on thisamendment was decided by 
yeas and nays as follows: For the atnendment 75, 
against it 400. Aud so the appropriation was re- | 
fused. 

The item to appropriate $700 for the expenses | 


On the question to agree to this amendment the 
yeas and nays were, yeas 86, nays 101. So the 
ameudinent was rejectcd, and the mission to Mexi- 
co remains a lull mission. 

{Before the roll was called upon the motion for 
striking out the appropriation for a minister to 
Mexico, the previous question pending, Mr. Staaly 
asked to be excused from voting, and said he would 
assign his reasons. A question of order was raised, 
but Mr. S. said he would assign his reasons, as he 
had a right to do, He then said, I ask to be ex- 
cused from votiag because the chairman of the 
comittee on foreign affairs (Mr. Pickens) told us 
last oight that there was no reason that he was 
aware of why the mission should be reduced. Ile 
was opposed to it, and Mr. S. said the opinions of 
that gentleman on this subject ought to be respect- 
edin this house. The chairman also told us, sir, 
that the executive did not coacur in the propriety 
of reducing the mission at this time—that our rela- 
tions with Mexico were such as to require a full 
mission at present. For these reasons 1 have asked 
to be excused from voting: but not wishing to tron 
d house, I withdraw the motion, and will vote 
no. 

Other amendments of the committee of the whole 
were then reported by the clerk aad concurred in. 

And the amendment adopted on the motion of 
Mr. Underwood, (as above), relating to compensa- 
lion of postoasters, was then read. 

The question to agree to it was decided by yeas| 
aud nays as follows: For the amendment 152, 
against it 12. Aud the amendinent was adopted. 

The item appropriating $20,000 for continuing 
the survey of the coast of the Gulf of Mexico was 


| read, and decided by yeas and nays as follows: For 


the appropriation 97, against it 87. The amend. 


incurred by the collector of New York in the exe- | ments being now gone through with—the bill was 
cutionof the act for the reroission of duties on ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
goods destroyed by the great fire in December, | being engrossed, it was read a third time forthwith 


1535, was read and agreed to: 76 ta 54. 

Sundry other amemliments as read were then | 
agreed to. And the following item then came up: 

“For furniture for the presideut's house, of Aime- 
rican inannfacture, so lar as way be practicable and 
expedient, to be expended ander the direction of 
the presideot, in addition to the avails of the sales 
of decayed lurmture, the suia of six thousand dol 
lars.” 

Mr. Stanly asked leave to move an amendment 
to the item. 

Mr. Chapman objected. 

The question was then put by yeas und. uays on 
the item reported from the committer of the whol», | 
and there appeared yeas 90, nays BG. And so the 
appropriation for furniture fer the president's house 
was made. 


Journal had been concluded, Mr. 


by the fille, 
And on the question shall it pass? it passed in 
the allimative. And so the bill was passed, and 
sent to the senate for coneurrenec, An adjourn- 
ment was then moved, (63 o'eloek). 
The question was put and carried, and the house 
adjourned accordingly, 
Thursday, Feb, 25. 


As soon as the reading of the 


Chapinan moved 
that the rules be suspended, aud that the house zo 
into committee of the whole on the slate of the 
union and take up the bill [rom the senate to estab- 
lish an additional land office in Alabama. 

Some conversation here took place between the | 
speaker and Mr. Briggs and several members, about} 
an amendment to that part of (he journal which sets 
forth the proceedings on that part of the appropri- 


ation bill which relates to the compensation of dis- 
trict attorneys, marshals and clerks. No question 
was put on the subject. Whilst this conversation 
was going on—Mr. Crabb asked his colleague to 
include in his motion the bill from the senate to 
annex the Cherokee territory in Alabama to the 
Coosa land district, and for the removal of the land 
office of said district. Mr. Chapman assented. 

The speaker stated that the bill named by Mr. 
Crabb had not been read or committed. 

Mr. Chapman then varied liis motion so as to in- 
clude the reading the first aud second time and com- 
mitment of the bill. 

Aud the question was put on tbe motion of Mr. 
Chapmanto suspeud the rules for the purposes 
aloresaid, and there appeared yeas 61, nays 89. 

Mr. Jones, of Virgiuta, moved a suspensinn of 
the rules in relation to the routine of business, and 
that the house proceed to the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the naval service. 

Mr. Lincoln asked Mr. J. ta waive his motion for 
a few minutes that the house might take np aud 
pass the bill reported a few days agn, to declare 
valid certain patents or deeds heretofore issued for 
public lands, 

Mr. Crabb asked Mr. J. lo waive his motion so 
as to allord the speaker an opportunity to clear his 
table of the great ataount of business whieh bas ac- 
cumulated upon it. 

Mr. Jones pressed his motion, and the question 
upon it was put, and earried withont a count. 

The house then resolved itseli into committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, and proceeded 
to the consideration of the bill making appropria- 
tions for the naval service for the year 1S41. Mr. 
McKay, of North Carolina, was called to tbe chair 
of the committee. 

The bill was read thronghout by the clerk, and 
the committee then proceeded to take it np item by 
item. 

The item “for increase, repair, armament and 
equipment of the navy, and wear and tear ol vessels 
in commission, $1,125,000," was read. 

Mr. Saltonstall moved to increase the sun to 
$2,000,000, and gave, at some length, the reasons 
for the increase he proposed. 

The debate on this amendroent was continued by 
Messrs. Jones, of Va. Evans, W. Thompson, Til- 
linghast, and Profit. When the latter concluded, 
the house took its accustomed recess until 40’clock, 
P. M. 


Evening session. Onthe reassembling of thehouse 
the debate was continued by Mes:rs. Smith, of iad. 
Mason, ol Ohio, Cooper, of Georgia. Hise, Mallory, 
Hoffman, Cushing, Vande: poet, and Smith, o1 Me. 
until 8 o'clock. 

Mr. tise moved that the jouroal of the 24th inst. 
be amended in that part of it which sets out the 
proceedings on the division of questions on concur- 
ring with the committee ol the whole on tbe state 
of the union, on the amendments to the geoeral ap- 
propriation bill, relating to the lees and compensa- 
tion of distiict attorneys, marshals and clerks, Be- 
fore the qnestion was taken, the house adjourned. 

Friday. Feb. 26. On the assembliug of the house, 
the question occurred on the motion of Mr Wise 
to amend the journal, made yesterday, just before 
adjournment. 

Upon this motion a debate of an hours? continu- 
ance arose, mainly on the facts of the case, in which 
Messrs. [Vise, Bell and Doamgoote participated. 

The speaker, during the discussion, several times 
gave a statement of the facts as they occurred, and 
his views of the proper mode ol showing them on 
the journal, 

Mr Morgan moved that the proposition to amend 
lie on the table. The yeas and nays were takea, 
and resnited as follows: To lie on tke table 67, 
against it 97. The presions question was then 
moved, ordered, put and carried. And the question 
was put on the motion of Mr. ffise to aoend the 
journal, and passed inthe affirmative; ayes 97, noes 
57. 

Mr. Andrews, from the committee of accounts» 
by direction af the committee, asked leave to in- 
troduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the coumittee of accounts he in- 
structed to allow the pay of all. such roen.bers of this 
house as may have hien unavoidably de naoned on their 
way to the seat of government ut the commeret ment 
of his session, by the storia whieh occurred about that 
tine, they having left their respective places of abode 
a sulficient time to have reached the capitol in time to 
have taken their seats on the first day of the scssion. 

Objection was made by several members. 

Mr. Andrews then moved to suspend the rules, 
They were suspended by a vote of two-thirds, The 
resolution then came fully belore the house. It 
was again read; when Mr. 2udrews moved the pres 
Pun question. Which was ordered put and car- 
ried, 
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Mr. Dromgoole asked the yeas and nays. And,| 
at his request, the rule was read which says that 
eno member shall vote on apy question in the event 
at which he is immediately aud particularly inte- 
ested.” 

Mr. Crabb asked to be excused from voting; 
yeas 51, nays 94. The question was then taken on 
the passage of the resolution, and there appeared, 
yeas 100, hays 48, 

Mr. Banks rose, and with much feeling announc- 
ed to the house that Philip P. Barbour, a justice of | 
the supreme court of the United States, died sud- 
denly at bis lodgings at the seat of governmeut, on 
the nizht of the 24th instant. After detailing the 
public and political history of the deceased, and 
speaking of his many social and private virtues, 
and of the loss his country, his family and his; 
friends had sustained, Mr. Banks submitted the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That tus house have learned with deep 
sensibility the decease of the bon. Philip P. Barbour, 
for many years a member aud late speaker of the 
house of representatives. of the United States, and, at 
the time of bis death, an associate justice of the su- 
preme court of the United States, wbich melancholy 
event took place suddenly in the city of Washington, 
on the 24th of February instant; and that as a mark of 
the respect entertained for the memory of the deceased, 
this bouse will adjourn at two o’cluck, this day, for 
the purpose of attending the funeral of the deceased, 
aud will, at 4 o'clock; of the same day, reassemble in 
the hall of the house for the despatch of the public bu- 
siness. 

Mr. (Vise concurred in every thing thal was said 
by Mr. Banks ol the talents, the virtues. and the 
worth, public and private, of judge Barbour, and 
his feelings were deeply allected at the loss his 
friends and his country had sustained—but a nii&hti- 
er than he had fallen, and no such notice of his 
death was taken. He alluded to the illustiious John 
Marshall, chief jastice of the same court. He could 
not vote for honors to the memory of judge Bar- 
bour which had not been bestowed on the memory 
ol chief justice Marshall. He asked his colleague 
to withdraw the resolution, and content himself with 
the annunciation ef the decease of the judge. 

Mr. Banks spoke afew words in reply, which 
were not heard at our desk. 

Mr. Stanly asked Mr. Banks to modify his resolu- 
tion so that the house aljourn iininediately, instead 
of20'clork. Mr. S. implored that there be no de- 
bate on this resolution. 

The question was then put, and the resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Lincoln asked the house to devote afew 
minutes to the bill to make valid defective land pa- 
tents. 

No objection was made, and the bill was taken 
up. Mr. Lincola called the previous question. The 
bill was then read. 

Mr. Crabb desired to propose an atnendment, and 
asked Mr. Liacola to withdraw the previous ques- 
tion to enable him to do so, promising to renew it 
after the question on his amendment should be de- 
cided. 

Mr. Lincoln could not accommodate his friend. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading—was | 
read the third time, passed, and sent to the senate | 
for concurrence. 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, moved that the house again 
go into committee of the whole on the bill making 
appropriations for the navy for the year IS4t. 

Mr. Fillmore begzed that the hour which remain- 
ed before the recess be devoted to the bill to pro- 
vide for taking testimony in cases of contested elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Russell begged that the hour be devoted to 
private bills. The question was put on Mr. Jones’ 
motion, and it prevailed—75 ' 1 49. 

‘The house then resolved itself iuto committee of 
the whole on the stai: of the nnion, and resumed 
the consideration of the bill. Mr. MeKuy, of North 
Carolina, was again called to preside over the deli 
berations of the committee. 

The debate was continued onthe subject of the 
navy generally by Mr. Marvin and Mr. Saltonstall 
until two o'clock, when the committee rose, and 
the house adjourned toattend the funeralof the ho- 
norable judge Bai bour, deceased, late of the supreme 
court. 

Evening session. At four o’clock the house reas- 
sembled its session in committee of the whole on 
the state of the union on the navy appropriation bill. | 
Speeches were made by Messrs. [Veller, Floyd, 
Leadbetler, Dawson, Huwes and IPiek—the latter 
gentleman spoke at large upon various subjects 
counected with the navy, and when he conciuded 
the conmitiee rose, and then the house adjourned. 

Saturday, Feb 27. Mr. Jones said this was the 
last day, aecording to the rules, that the house 
could send to the senate any bill of its own which 
lad not previously passed and been to the senate 


and returned with amendments. He therefore, 
moved to suspend the rules proseribing the routine 
and priority of business, so far as relates to the 
several appropriation bills now pending before the 
house. 

The speaker suggested that the better way would 
be to confine the motion to the bill for the navy. 

Mr. Jones assented, and modified his motion ac- 
cordingly, which was concurred in. 

Mr. Evans renewed the amendment moved in 


committee of the whole by Mr. Sallonslall, to | 


amend the item appropriating $1,425,000 for in- 
crease, repair, armament and equipment of the navy, 
and wear and tear of vessels, by striking out 
$1,125,000, and inserting $:2,000,000. 

And the question was taken on this amendment 
by yeas and nays, and resulted as follows: for tbe 
amendment 94; against it 80. 

So the amendment was adopled, and the appropria- 
tion was fixed at $2,000,000, 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 


; read a third time; and being engrossed, it was read 


the thiid time and passed, and sent to the senate. 


The bill contains appropriations amounting to | 


$5,826,728. 

Mr. Jones moved a farther suspension of the ruli s 
as to the order of business, and that the house pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill making appro- 
priations for the army. 

The motion was agreed to; and the house resolv- 


ed itsell into committee of the whole on the state | 


of the union, and proceeded to the consideration of 
that bill, Mr. Cushing was called to preside over 
the committee. 

The bill was read throughout for information. 
was taken up item by item. 

Wher the clerk came to the item— 

“For continuing the military road on the western 
froutier, $5.000," Mr. Davis, of Indiana, moved to 
insert the following item: 

“For the continuance of the Cumberland road 
through the states of Indiaua, Ohio and Illinois, to 
be equally disbursed among said states, and to be 
subjected to all the restrictions and limitations of 
former aopropriations, $300,000.” 

Mr. Jones objected to the amendment as out ol 
order, 

Mr. Davis said, if Mr. Jones wauld waive the 
question of order, and let tbe question be taken on 
his motion, he wouid not say any thing upon the 
subject; but if tlie objection on the scare of order 


It 


| was pressed, he should be compelled to enter upon 


its support. 

Mr. Profit took the same ground, and urged ear- 
nesily the necessity of the appropriation. 

Mr. Jones insisted on the question of order, and 
said that separate bills had heretotore been passed 
for this road. 

Mr. Cusey thought the chairman of the committee 


iof ways and means was mistaken as to a fac; that 


the Cumberland road bad often been provided for 
in this way—that is, by way of amendment to other 
bills. 

The chuir decided that as the Cumberland road 
had been constincted under the superintendence of 
the war department, in the various discussions 
upon it, its advantages as a military road had been 
always urged as a 1eason for its construction, ex- 
tension and repair; and as appropriations for it had 


heretofore been incorporated in other bills, he de- 


cided the amendment was in order. 

Mr. Monlgomery appealed from this decision of 
the ehair. 

And the question on the appeal was put, the 
house was counted by tellers, and tlie decisiou of 
the chair was sustained: ayes 85, noes 5t. 


The question was then put on the amendinent of 


Mr. Davis hy tellers, and there appeared for the 
appropriation 78. against it 85. And so the amend- 
ment was rejected. 
Mr. Hunt moved to insert the following itera: 
“For continuing the improvement of the naviga- 
tion of the Hudson river, above and below Albany, 


the sum of $100,000, to be expended as heretofore, | 


under the direction of the secretary of war.” 

Mr. Clifford objected to it as not in order. 

Mr. Hunt advocated the amendment on the 
ground that the Hudson river was a great mjlitary 
thoroughlare, and stated that if this river had been 
improved before the last war more money would 
have been saved than would remove all the ob- 
structions which exist in it to navigation. 

The chair, under the 50th rule, which provides 
that “no motion or proposition on a subject dite- 
rent from that ander consideration shall be admitted 
under color of amendment,” decided that the 
ameudinent was not in order, as there was nothing 
in the bill of an analogous character. . 

Mr. Hunt appealed, and supported the propriety 
of his proposition as an amendment to this bill, 
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principally on the ground that the Hudson river 
was a great national thoronghfare, and, as such, 
indispeusably necessary iu the transpoitation of 
troops and every thing else connected with the de- 
fences of the country. He adverted to appropria- 
tions already made for the improvement of the na- 
vigation of this river, amounting to . He 
also insisted that his amendment came within the 
principle set by the chair in the case of the amend- 
ment moved by Mr. Davis, of ludiana, for the 
Cumberland road. 

The question was then put, and the decision of 
the chair was sustained without a count. 

Mr. Moore, of Louisiana, moved to amend the 
bill by inserting, after the appropriation for “arse- 
nals,” these words: 

* And for removing the obstructions in Red river, 
under the instructions of the secretary of war, in 
order to open the communication with and furnish 
supplies to Fort Towson.” 

And to increase the appropriation by addin 
$40,000 thereto for this pi pase. i ài 

Mr. Galbraith objected to the amendinent as out 
of order. 

At the request of Mr. Moore, the report ol the 
secretary of war, showing the necessity of tbe im- 
provement of Red river as a means of supply- 


jing the military posts on the western frontier with 


provisions and other supplies, was read. 

After the reading of this document, Mr. 
braith withdrew his question of order. 

Mr. Hopkins renewed it. 

Mr. Pope. ina lew words, clearly and forcibly 
illustrated the necessity of the appropriation, both 
in a military and commercial point of view. He 
was well acquainted with the river and the country, 
(having been governor of Arkansas many yours 
while it was under a territorial government). ^ 

Mr. Hant also objected to the amendment as out 
of order, on the ground on Which the amendment 
proposed by bim for the Hudson river was ruled 
out of order. 

The chair ruled the amendment out of order. 


Mr. Moore appealed, and addressed the house on 
the appeal, in which he forcibly exhibited the ne- 
cessity of the appropriation; butof ils appropriate- 
ness iu this place, he took the ground, particularly, 
that it was one of the contingencies necessary to 
carry on the purposes and business of the govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Cross considered the amendment intimately 
counected with the delence of the country, and eu- 
tirely within the rule, and, consequently, in order. 
He also showed the indispensable necessity for the 
improvement of this river, in consequence of the 
great number of Indians placed on its upper wa- 
ters by the government, and the consequent con- 
stant danger arising therefrom to the western fron- 
tier. 

Mr. Underwood begged gentlemen to abstain, at 
this late period ot the session, from unnecessary or 
protracted debate. 

The chair here tecapitulated his reasons why the 
amendment was not in order, and put the question 
on the appeal; and the decision of the ebair was 
sustained, and the amendment was consequently 
voted out of order. 

Mr, Grinnell moved to insert the following item, 
ito come in atter the itern for armament for forti- 
cations: 


Gol- 


| 


“For the purchase or manufacture of repeating 
lees under the direction of the secretary of 
war, $7 500." 
|. Mr. Woddy Thompson suggested the propriety 
ol changing the wording of the item by using the 
words “Colts repeating fire-arms.”* 

Mr. Grinnell accepted the suggestion, and modi- 
fied bis amendinent accordingly. 

Mr. Thompson further suggested that the appro- 
priation be increased to $20,000, 

Mr. Grinnell did not accept this suggestion. 

Mr. Thompson then moved it as en amendinent, 
|and supported his motion by referring to a senate 
document, which showed that the arms of Colt had 
heen fully tried and compared with Hals; five meu 
in five minutes had fired 380 times, with nore ac- 
curacy than with Hails, and without the slightest 
accident. Mr. T. added the testimony of col. Har- 
ney warmly in its favor, after personal experiment. 
(He explained the general econstincticn of these 
arms, and dwelt on the expediency of introducing 
them into the service of the army. He moved 
$10,000 of the proposed appropriation fur the con- 
struction of the bomb cannon invented by Cochran, 
and stated the report of a naval officer in its favor, 
after full trial of it. The moment the invention was 
presented to the British admiralty board, they had 
seized upon it, and Mr. Cochran was now under 
contract toa large amount for the supply of this 
species of cannon. 
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Mr. Dromgoole objected to the (ci d ment on the; could not come under the act of 1795 for calling ont 
ground that, as the bill had been g. nc \aivugh with, | the militia, but would be an addition to the standing 
1t was not in order to go hack to uake amendments: army of the United States. The committee had 
that the bill must be amended as the coiomittee pro- | therefore rejected the estimates for these froops.— 
ceeded, The chair decided that the amendinent | The $400,000 in the amendment would pay and 
was in order. inaintain 1,000 men as long as they would probably 

Mr. Smith, of Maine, referred to the competition | be needed in the Florida service. Mr, J. said he 
betweeo different inventors of repeating fire-arms; | had the highest respect for estimates from the exe- 
he wished the door to be open to themall. The cutive departments, but the coramittee were con- 
gentleman from S. C. was once strongly opposed strained to decline reporting these, Buta iew days 
to all repeating fire-arins; he had suddenly changed since, congress had appropriated $100,000 for such 
his opinion, but Mr. S. now agreed with him, save | of the Seminoles as Were willing to emigrate. We 
in being willing to give the patronage of go- | had already 4,500 of the regular troops oí the Unit- 
vernment exclusively to one individual. Another | ed States now in Florida. ' 4 
invention by Nutting had been urged in another part Mr. Evans moved to strike out the sum mention- 
of the capitol as superior to Colt's ritle, and a re- | ed by the chairman, and insert the sum asked by the 
port in its favor had been made by the same board | department. ‘The $100,000 could not be applied te 
of officers who had tesiified iu lavor of Colt’s.— | the war in Florida, but was for the removal of war- 
The revolving apparatus of Colt’s arms easily got | riors who came in. Early in this session the secre- 
out of order, and the army in Florida had lost an op- | lary had asked for $2,300,000, but, as the prospects 
portunity of shooting one of the most distinguished | of peace were more favorable, the secietary bad re- 
chiefs of the Seminole Indians owing to this very cir- | duced his estimates to $1,666,000. Over $600,000 
cumstance. Mr. S. remonstrated warmly against | ot this was due for arrears; this the chairman was 
auy action of congress in favor of one inventor to willing to allow, but instead of $1,005,000 for which 
ihe exclusion of all others. Let alt be tried aud the | the Secretary asked, the committee gave only 
proper authority decide, He was willing to be li- | $100,000, on an examination of the military laws. 
beral, hut was against all exclusive patronage. He | Mr, E. found himsell io a strange position, viz: that 
yielded the floor to Mr. Thompson who modified his | ot delending the administration 
amendment so as to omit the word “Colt’s.”” He} the United States against the charge ol his friends. 
then read several documents in favor of Colt’s 1e- | Mr. E. here insisted that the calling out of a corps 
peating pistols and muskets, and further urged the | of mounted men, as proposed by the secretary, was 
importance of his amendment, not in violation of law. The Secretary did not pro- 

Mr. Smith resumed, pose to call out such a force; lie had (hem already. 

Mr. Alford called him to order on the ground that They were in part the “sedentary militia," called 
Mr. Smith had spoken oncealready. He hoped the | out for 3 months, aud then for 3 months more, and 
gentleman would not fire at the house on the prin- | then for 3 months again. The pay of this wbole 
ciple of Colt’s repeating arms. [Laughter.] force was now due aud was payable since Novem- 

Mr. Smith said he still retained the floor. The f ber last, The force was now in service and must 
gentleman from Georgia had not kept his eye steady | be paid. Mr. E. would not say there had not been 
ou bis musket, or he would have taken better aim. any violation of law; the president and Secretary 

Mr. Alford said he could shut both eyes and hit thought there had not; the troops had been raised, 
the gentleman from Maine. and iF not paid now they must be hereafter. If the 

Mr. Smith said be could not say the same, for he! chairman thought it a violation of law, how would he 
Might as well fire at nothing as al the gentleman report an appropriation to pay for it? These ar- 
from Georgia, [A laughter. ] rears, il not paid now, would fall on the coming ad- 

Mr. S. then proceeded to read a report in favor of| ministration. Citizens of Alabama, Georgia and 
Nutting’s rifle; disclaiming, however, all invidious | Florida had been invited to enter this corps aud had 
distinctions; all he asked was that the door be kept) done so, and had served. Were they not to be paid? 
open alike to all. k Mr, E. held Mr. J. to his own doctrine, urged yes- 

Mr. [Fase remons'rated on the consumption ol|teiday; these estimates were from those charged 
lime, and said he would not give a farthing lor the} with” these duties, and if we could not trust. their 
whole of both inventions. estimates, what could we trust? 

Mr. Dromgoole spoke to order. 1 The secretary had serewed down the estimates to 

Mr. Monroe congratulated Mr. Wise on his zeal! the very lowest point; the question of their applica- 
against the waste of time, and hoped his exainple | tion was a different mattei; it belonged to congress 
would entorce his doctrine. to appropriate; if the money was wrongfully em- 

Mr. Kemble made some remarks, scarce heard, ployed, Jet those who did it, be answerable for 
but understood to be in favor of Colt's rille. it Mr. E. urged the wants of the quartermaster’s 

Mr. Banks replied to Mr. Dromgoote. department in Florida, and the sufferings of the 

Mr. Coles opposed (he amendoient, and referred army for want of adequate appropriations, and 
to a repart ofthe secretary of war azainst repeating | hoped congress would not risk the prolongation of 
arms, or other new inventions, unti] thoroughly | the war for waut of the supplies asked by the de- 
tried. partment. 

The question being now taken, Mr. Thompson's| — Mr. Jones replied, repelling the intimation {hat 
amendment was rejected, as was also the original | he had charged the president and secretary with a 
ainendment moved by Mr, Grinnell. violation of” the constitution and laws. ‘he com- 

Mr. Jones noved to amend the bill by adding a| mittee were not military men; they entertained 
further section, as follows: . great donbt of their authority in an appropriation 

“For preventing and suppressing hostilities in | bill to authorise a provision for the raising of a body 
Florida, to be expended under the direction of the| of mounted inen. Congress had deemed it neces- 
Secretary of war, contorinably to the acts ol congress sary to provide a law before this could be done. 
of the 19th March and 2d July, 1826, and the acts Mr. J. insisted that the force now in the held was 
therein referred to, viz: 4, | amply sufficient, and denied the necessity of inore 

“For forage, lor freight or transportation of mili- money than the comtnitlee proposed to appropriate. 
tary supplies of every description from the places of Mr. Mason dwelt on the authority of the estimates 
purchase to Florida; for the purchase of wagonsand} from the war departinent, and necessity of ena. 
harness, of boats and lighters, aud other vessels, of bling the department to carry out its plans. The 
horses, inutes and oxen, to keep up the trains, af| chairman had opposed this on the ground of a doubt 
tools, leather aud other materials lor repairs; for} of the preaident's authority to call out a particular 
transportation within Florida, including the hire of description ol troops, and asked the house of re. 
Steamboats and other vessels for service in the ri- presentatives to act ou his doubt, disclaiiming, at the 
vers and on the coasts, and the expense of maintain- | same time, all military knowledge, and urging no- 
ing the several steamboats and transport schooners thing but his doubt and tlie coinmitlee's douht, 
connected with the operations of the army; for hire | The supplies had been furnished, the service per- 
of mechanics, laborers, mule drivers, teauisters and formed, yet the chairman refused to appropriate for 
other assistants, including their subsistence; for| what was actnally due, on no better reason than a 
miscellaneous and contingent charges, and lor ar- | doubt. ol one gentleman in this house. Was his 
rearages in 1340, $1,061,816." doubt of more weight with the house than the deli- 

Mr. J. supported the amendment as being autho- | berate judgment and plans of the highest military 
rised by the committee of waysand means. ‘The/functionartes of the governinent? The chairman 
reasons on which it rested were that, at the com- | denied faving made any charge against the presi- 
mencement of this year, there were arrears, to the! dent or the Secretary of war; but with great bumili- 
amount of $661,816 due on the expenditures of the ty suggested his doubt. Yet lie was willing to ap- 
Floiida war. The remaining $100,000 were to inect propriate for a portion of the debt thus unconstitu- 
charges which might have accrued since the Ist of tionally incurred, thereby surrendering the principle 

of his doubt, and still asking the kouse, on the 


January last, The committee had betore it esti- 
nates toa much larger ainount. Mr. J. here read ground of that doubt, to set the estimates of the de- 
an estimate from the war department for the raising | partment aside! 

of a corps in Florida of 750 mounted men and 250) Mr. M. had voted five millions at a time for this 
foot; but the committee doubted the authority of | Florida war; and yet now, when the war seemed 


existing laws for the raising of these troops. These} drawing to ils close, gentlemen were for throwing 


and the president of 
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over the expenditures due on a future administra 

tion. Mr. M, was opposed to this; it was neithec 
just nor wise; it was bad principle and bad policy. 
The subject had never been subinitted to the mili. 
tary committee; yet, on the doubt of a man who 
disclaimed all pretentions to military knowledge, 
the house were to reluse what was asked by a de- 
partment as necessary, The chairman thought we 
could get along with $400,000; no doubt of it; so 
we could if but one dotlar should be appropriated; 
the goverament would not be dissolved, unless the 
Seminoles made their way to Washington, and took 
control of the departments. When it suited the 
chairman he conld rely implieilly on estimates; but 
when it did not, then he was for setting them 
aside. This abdication of executive authority was 
suspicious; there were opposite extremes of folly. 
This money must be paid, and would be; and every 
gentleman here knew it would, in spite of the doubts 
of the chairman, The soldier must get his pay, 
and the fartaer inust be paid for his forage, and the 
contractor for his pork; the nation would not be 
blinded as to the design of casting burdens on the 
coming administration, and they would see this 
matter in its true light. 

Mr. Downing got the floor; when the hour of re- 
cess arriving; the house took recess accordingly. 

Evening session, Mr. Downing said he was 
bound in duty to his constituents to explain certain 
facts in which they were deeply interested. He 
ha‘ rather enter into a small Indian skirmish than 
address the committee at this late hour. Recom- 
mendations had been made to appropriate $100,000 
to close the Seminole war by treaty, but this was 
not the first effort to bring ‘the war to aa end by 
treaty. As far back as 1887 general Jesup told con- 
gress that the war was closed, and nothing could 
rouse it up again but the interference of the people 
of Florida to recover theie slaves They did not 
interfere, and yet the war continued. So in 1839, 
the military force was withdrawn on the same per- 
suasion. Mr. D. predicted that the same delusion 
would occur again. The Indians were treacherous, 
and could never be relied on. Tigertail, after sign- 
ing the treaty, had made his escape, and carried off 
one of the pacificators with him. 

Mr. D. urged strongly tbe necessity of a state of 
preparation. The chairman of the committee on 
his mere motion had reversed the estimates of the 
war departinent, and that gentleman's fiat was the 
fulcrum on which the action of this house turned, 
When it was an object of party to make a show of 
economy, the most necessary appropriations were 
razeed; and now he came in with a clause for ar- 
rearages to cover more than half of what shoul 
have been appropriated last year. There was every 
yeara large item of arrears. Either gentlemen 
couid not calculate or they wished to deceive the 
people. The Florida war was not ended. Every 
account from that country about surrenders for 
emigration was accompanied by accounts of cruel 
intiders, When a camp of over one hundred men 
had been surprised, and escaped by an order from 
general Armistead, the very same inen alterwards 
murdered Mrs. Montgomery. It was vain to hope 
to close the war without further fighting. Mr. D. 
had risen to warn the country olthe game now play- 
ing—to give his solemn opinion that an effort was 
making to induce the country to believe the war 
was ended, with a full knowledge that the fact was 
otherwise; that all the odium of its breaking out 
anew might be cast on the new adininistralion. It 
behooved this congress to furnish the new adminis- 
tration the means to bring it fully and effectually to 
a close. 

Last session a bill had been rejected fora force 
of 1,500 men. Notwithstanding, the secretary, by 
his own volition, called that corps info service, 
against law, not for the purpose cf fighting, but to 
remain sedentary at home. The secretary admitted 
that he had no authority to raise this corps without 
an express act o] congress; yet he had called them 
out on his own authority, and pnt them under the 
command of governor Read, under the militia laws 
of Florida, which applied only to Florida railitia not 
in the service of the United States. These inilitia 
had not even been razeed hy the chairman, but an 
appropriation was called for to pay them. Why 
were not the militia of Florida included? citizen 
soldiers called out to fight, not to vote—to fight In- 
dians, not to raise potatoes—to march, and not to 
remain at home. Mr. D. inveighed against ihe 
distinction as odious. These men had been called 
out merely to affect the last election. Show him 
their services; the Indians they had slain; the wo- 
men an children they had defended. While order- 
ed to remain at home they were furnishid with 
horses at government expense; to ride, he sup- 
posed, irom their houses to their potatoe patches? 
When the militia who had been six months in hard 
service had never been able to obtain a dollar's pay, 
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these sedentary militia had hundreds of thousands; Mr. Morgan asked if any part of this appropria- 
of dollars reported for their pay. Mr. D. alluded | tion went to pay the “sedentary militia?" If so, he 
to the Florida bonds to the amount of $500,000, | would go against il. But if it was to put an end to 
said that ou them the territory had almost heid its | the war, he would vote it cheerfully. He believed 
existence; had raised armies and fed them, and de- | tbe war would end with the administration which 
lended themselves from the hostile foe; and con- | it had disgraced. He pronounced an eulogy on the 
tended that the government was in justice bound to | enterprise and bravery of col. Harney. Mr. M. 
repay this money; he had introduced a bill for the| went at considerable length into a review of the 
purpose, but he could not hope for ita success. He} course of the adtoinistration towards the people of 
asked the chairman if it was fair for the mere sake | Florida, in conducting the war, and earnestly ap- 
of a political object to trammel the coming ad. | pealed for an appropriation that should put an end 
ministration in conducti: this war. It had been toit. He did not complain ofthe amount expend- 
the advice of Clinch and Scott and Jesup to over- | ed, but of the manner in which it had been wasted. 
whelm Florida with troops, to illuminate every tree) Mr. Evans replied to the inquiry of Mr. Marzan, 
with the fire of musketry, and search every ham-| stating that the amount in the amendment was ge- 
mock and everzlade. This he believed the only | neral, to be expended by the government according 
way to bring this war to a close; and was it fair to | to law. As to the sedeutary militia, their claiin was 
cripple the government in attempting it? Mr. Jones | notto be set aside. They had been mustered by 
explained. the goverumeut, and they must be paid. 

Mr. Downing protested against charging Florida] Mr. Wise put the amendments together, and call- 
with the accoutrements and pay of the troops em- | ed for the question. 
ployed; for this they must pay even in peace. So! It was taken by tellers, and resulted as follows: 
$100,900 was all the money appropriated. If gen.| ayes 73, noes 76. So the amendment of Mr. Evans 
Butler should be charged with the service, he would | was negatived, 
find the sum very insufficient. As to these seden- The question then recurring on the section pro- 
tary milita, they were called out quarterly—every | posed by the committee of ways and means, it was 
three months. The sceretfary's duty, if he called | agreed to. 
out the militia, must be to cal] them out as organiz- | Mr. Crabb then referred to the services of the 
ed by tbe state or territory to whieh they belong- | Alabama militia. The state had paid them 135,000 
ed: it on horseback, they must be used on horse- | dollars, and presented her elaim here; but as it still 
back; if, on toot, on foot. remained before the committee of claims, he desir- 

Mr. D. insisted that the war could never be elos- | ed to submit an amendment to this bill. 
ed by foot soldiers. The physical face of the coun-| The chair inquired whether there was a standing 
try rendered it impossible for a white man to follow | law for these expenditures? 
ludians on foot over the deserts of Florida. Thej Mr. Crabb said there had been, but there was 
Indiana would destroy Bonaparte’s army, if only | some irregularity in the vouchers, and therefore he 
thus organized. The Indians had better rifles, and | wished the claim settled oo principles of equity and 
understood the Parthian fight in a way to which | justice. 
our soldiers never could attain, as an attacking | Mr. Jones inquired for the law. 
force. He entreated gentleioen to remember that; Mr. Crabó said there was a general law for the 
their responsibility lasted only five days longer: | payment of militia, when called into the service of 
was any provision made for that force, (the best in | the United States, at $8 a month. 

Florida), which carried the war up the rivers and] Mr. Lincoln said there was no other law than 
atreams into the interiar? The naval force on the | that under which the militia of Massachuselts and 
coast had done essential service in protecting the | other states had been paid. 

coast frow the population of the smail islands around || Mr. Tillinghast objected to the amendment as be- 
and the neighboring foreign nations. He paid a| ing for past services, while the appropriations iu 
merited compliment to the bravery and enterprise | the hill were future. 

of col. McLaughlin; and admitted that the seereta- | The chair pronounced the amendment out of or- 
ry of the navy had fully done his duty, and entitled | der. f A 

himself to the lasting gratitude of the people of Flo-| Mir. Crobó thereupon withdrew it. — 

rida. The committee then rose, and the bill was re- 

Mr. D. had now fulfilled his duty by warning the! ported to the house. And the question being on 
government that there would be no peace, but, on | concurring in the amendments reported to the bill; 
the contrary, murdefs. He asked if, with signs | Mr. Chapman moved the previous question. The 
like such as had recently occurred in that territory, | call waa austained—ayea 93, noes 85. 
any man of common sense could hope for peace?} ‘The previous question was then put and carried, 
And said, if tbe war was not closed, it would soon be- | and the main question beiug on the amendment, 
come a scene in comparison io whieh hell might be | (viz: the new section for the Florida war,) it was 
preferred. He inveighed against the parsimonious | agreed to. " N . 
spirit which had pervaded the whole system of ma-| The bill was then ordered to ita third reading. It 
nagement of thia war, and laid the consequences at | was read a third time; when Mr. Hubbard moved 
the door of the adininistration. Ifthe proper means | tlie previous question; which was seconded, put 
ahould be placed in the hands of the coming admi- | and carried, and tbe bill was passed. kh 
nistration, he should begin to hope that at length | The whole amount appropriated in the bill is 
the dawn of peace had broken. $5,275,919. : 

The question was now called on the motion of} Mr. Jones moved to suspend the rules to go into 
Mr. Evans to increase the appropriation to 1 666,000 | committee of the whole on the state of the uuion, 
dollars. k with a view ta take up the general Indian appro- 

Mr. Dawson suggested to Mr. Evans to increase | priation bill, but at the suggestion of Mr. Bell, he 
the sum by including $250,000 due to Georgia. suspended the inotion till Mr. B. had reported the 

Mr. Crabb made a similar plea for Alabama. following bills trom the committee on Indian af- 

Mr. Evans admitted the validity of the claim of | fairs, viz: . 

Georgia; as to the debt to Alabama he was not so} A bill to defray the expense of delegations of Se- 
well informed. He believed the sum mentioned | minole Indians west of the Mississippi to Florida, 
justly due to Georgia, but it would be excluded | and for other purposes. —— 

from this bill, as no law had yet passed allowing A bill making appropriations for the temporary 
the elaim. He entreated earnestly for the passage | sapport of certain destitute Kickapoo Indians, and 
of the amendment, for men were now suffering in to defray the expense of removing and subsisting 
the everglades of Florida. 

Mr. Wise had rather serve a campaign in Florida 
than have this debate further protracted. 

Mr, Dawson pleaded for the claims of Georgia on 
the ground ot equity and honor. Her sons had en- 
dured every hardship in the field, the government 
had not paid thei, and Georgia had herself advane- 
ed the money to save her citizens [rom distress, 

Mr. Graves protested against voting money to 
pay these sedentary militia and their horses, for 
cultivating their crops, at near $2 a day, for doing 
not one particle of public service. It was a new 
case under the government; such a thing had never 
been heard of. Gen. Taylor had told Mr. G. that 
the money paid lo these 1,500 men would have paid 
9,000 met. 

Mr. Downing explained: stated the valuable and 
active services of the mounted militia of Florida.— 
Mr. Graves insisted. Mr. Downing rejoined. 

Mr. Graves objected to the policy of employing 
Florida mounted militia, and preferred the regular 
forces of the United States, 


Indians, of Michigan. 

These bills were read and referred to the commil- 
tee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Jones then renewed his motion, which was 
agreed to, and the house went into committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, ( Mr. Drom- 
goole in the chair), and took up the Indian appro- 
priation bill, whieh was read throughout by the 
cleik for information. 

The bill was taken up by itema. 

Mr. Sallonstall moved the following amendment: 

*For presents for Indians under the same act 
$5,000.” 

He supported his motion by some remarks. 

Mı. Jones opposed the amendment, on the ground 
that the whole amount of presents (o the Indians 
was limited to $5,000. Though this item had been 
introduced into previous bills, trom year to year, it 
had been inadvertently done. The law, when ri- 
gidly examined, would be found not to wariant the 
aunual appropriation. 


for a limited time, the Swan creek and Black river | 


——— 
Mr, Rariden explained; the withholding of the 
money would not injure the Indians, as the money 
ultimately fell into the hands of agents and sub- 
agents; and the Indians were more injured than be- 
nefited by the practice. 

Mr. Evereif considered the act as distributing 
$5.000 annually. It was so intended at the time, and 
had been so understood ever since. ‘The bill made 
permanent provision for the Indian department. 

Mr. Profil inquired whether any law allowed 
part of the annuities to be paid to the Indians in 
goods? 

Mr. Jones said this was according to each treaty; 

\the payments were variously made. 

| Mr. Proffit said the Jaw was daily violated; he 
had conducted Indians under one of the treaties, 
(and knew that more than half the annuity to the 
Pottawatamies was forced on them in goods, though 
the treaty required gold andsilver. Mr. Profit made 
other statements, showing that the Indians refused, 
but that tbe department replied they must take 
goods or nothing. Mr. P. then addressed himself 
to Mr. Bell, and stated that he bad found $175,000 
worth purehased from a certain mercantile house 
in New York, invoiced at prices over the retail 
price in the interior. Goods were boxed up and 
inarked with large sums outside, but when opened 
were found to contain not one-tenth of the value. 
| Goads were thrown inta a blanket, and what fell 
out were considered as belonging to the agent. He 
agreed with Mr. Rariden respecting the agents 
getting most of the preseuts. 

Mr. Jones asked Mr. Profit to specify a particular 
treaty. 

Mr. Profit said that, in 1837, the treaty with the 
Pottawatamies promised gold aud silver, and waa 
paid, by force, in goods, charged at enormous 
prices. 

Mr. Jones said at the proper time be would con- 
viec Mr. P. that he was mistaken: he denied that 
|the law for presents was intended to operate an- 
nually. 

Mr. Everett insisted on an opposite construction. 

Mr. Saltonslall confirmed the view of Mr. Eve- 
rell, intimating that the provisions of that law 
were permanent. 

Mr. Jones would not yield, and the amendment 
was negatived. 

Mr. Dodge, delegate from Iowa, moved to insert 
an item of £300 for the hire of a clerk for the su- 
perintendent of Indian affairs north of the Missou- 
ri river. 

Mr. Jones ohjeeled on the ground that there waa 
(no law for it. 

Mr. Dodge mentioned the need of the appropria- 
tion, but it was rejeeted. 

Mr. Jones moved to reduce the items forthe 
Choctaws from $50,950 to $44,950; which waa 
agreed to: to reduee the item for the Omahas from 
$2,140 to St,140: to increase the item for the 
| urs and Missourias from $3,:40 to $5,640; all 

of which were agreed to. 

The bili having been gone through with, was 
laid aside to be reported to the house, and the com- 
mittee took up the bill to defray the expenses of 
the delegation of the Seminole Indians west of the 
Mississippi. 

No amendment being offered to the bill, the com- 
mittee next took up the bill for the relief of certain 
| Kickapoo Indians and Black river Indians of Mis- 
souri; which was in like manner laid aside. 

Mr. Underwood made an effort to get the senate 
bill for removing the raft in Red river taken up, 
but without success. 

Mr. Jones moved that the committee rise; which 
prevailing—the committee rose aceordingly, and 
| the bills considered in committee were reported tu 
the house, the amendments concurred in, the bills 
read a thiid time, passed, and sent to the senate. 

The amounts appropriated by these bill are— 
| For the Indian department and for treaty 

stipulations 
For delegation of Seminoles 

| For support ot Kiekapoos and removal of 
Swan and Black river Indians 


$352,280 
15,000 


22,000 
$539,280 
Mr. Russell made an. effort to get the hour of 
| meetiug changed to 10 o'clock, and to set apart 
jtwn hours on Monday and Tuesday for private 
| bills. The motion requiring two-thirds ot the 

house, tellera were cailed, and the vote stood: ayea 
91, noes 34. The rulea were suspended to receive 
the motion. It was received and read. 

Mr. Dromgoole moved to amend it by striking 
out the elause respeeting private bills; on whieli 
motion tellers were called, and the vote stand ayes 
36, noes 92. So the amendment was negatived. 

The question being then put on the resolution, 
no quorum voted; when Mr. Wise inoved toad- 
journ; which prevailing, the bouse adjourned. 
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A GREAT ABOLITION CONVENTION is to be held in Bos- 
ton on the 2hh inst. to. nominate candidates for the 
oresidency and vice presidency, and to issue a declara- 
uon of their principles. 


Unrrep States DANX. According to a late report 

of the United States bank, to the legislature of Pem 
sylvania, the following are the number and la uon 
the stockholders in that institution: Number of B 
halders in Pennsylvania, 1,481. 1n other states o ane 
inion 1.653. m Pen England 1,390, 
'Y ber of stoekhuiders, 29. 
MEN the bank is lield as tollows: Number of 
persons holii.ig not exceeding 5 shares, 1 s4. pitoma 
exceeding 10 shares 661, Not exceeding 20 a 131. 
Not exeecding 50 shares, 994. Not exceeding 100, 533. 
Not execeding 500, 614. Over 50u, 50. 


Dearu or jupsE Barbour. Tae Washington cor- 
respandence of the Baltimore Patriot, under date of 


ington, to Alexander’s hotel, and north to the branch of 
the State bank, destroying every building on the west 
side of the public square. 


Four at Boston, 2,000 lbs. Huward street sold at $5 
on four months eredit; at New Orleans £4 50 to $4 69; 
Gennesse $4 75; at Baltimore wagon price $4 25; store 
price 4 314. 


Law case. Nicholson estate. Substance of the 
opinion of judge Anthony, of the Nicholson court of 
pleas, e R the jurisdiction nf that court, deli- 
vered on Monday, February 22, 1841. 

The counsel for the administrator came into court, 
aud filed an affidavit that the plaintiffs are citizens of 
the state of Pennsylvania, and that the detendants are 
ciizens of and residents in the state of Louisiana. 
Having complied with the requisitions of. the act of 
c.n. ress, by uffering good and sufficient surety, show- 
ing that the matter in dispute exceeds $500, &c. they 
petition the court tu remove the cause mto the next 
creuit court for ihe eastera district of Pennsylvania, 


‘i hursday, says: 


The hon. Philip P. Barbour, of Virginia, associate 


Judae of che supremo court of the U. States, was found 
dead in his bed this moruing at 9 o'clock. His disease 
was caused, it is believed, by ossification of the heart. 
Ils physician Dr. Sewall, while attending him during 
a recent indispasition, was led to suspeet that the heart 
was affected; yet the (NOES lias been sinee, ap oarently 
in his usual health. Last evening he remuined in con- 
sulfation with his brother judges, as. is usual, nutil ten 
o'clock, aud was in pecuharly good spirits, when he 
retired trom them to his chamber, As he did not 
niake his appearance at the breakfast table, a servant 
was sent to call him, who inimediately returned, aud 
shocked the judges with the intelligence that he appcar- 
ed to be dead. On the chief justice, and the others 
entering his chamber, they found him lying on his side, 
in a perfect easy and composed position, his features 
tranquilized, aud neither his farm nor countenance ex- 
hibiunathe stigtest indication uf having passed throngh 
any sufferings. He had evidently gone trom life to death 
rithout a struggle. 
S E court assembled as usual at eleven 
o'clock; and there was a large assemblage attracted 
by the desire to hear Mr. Adams continue his argu- 
ment in the Amistad ease. The chief justice an- 
nounced in brief but impressive terms the afflieting 
event, and then adjourned the court until Monday. 
This is the first Oceusion of the death of a judge of 
the supreme court, while the court and congress were 
both in session. Judge Livingston died in this city, 
batit was after the adjournment of the court. Phe 
case is theretare without precedent, and the jadges will 
wait for the arrival of governor. James Barbour (wha 
is expected to reach here this evening trom Baltimore, 
a special inessenger having been dispa-ched for him), 
before taking orders for the funeral. 'he melanchol 
occurrence will he formally communicated to bot 
houses of congress, and they will adjourn for the pur- 
pose of autendiug the funeral; which it is understood, 
will not take place betore Sunday. — — i 
Judge Barbuur has filled many distinguished stations, 


both under the general government, aud in the sta:e of } 


He waslong a member of the general as- 
sembly, and advanced successively to dilfereut judicial 
posts in the slate. Hy served several terms in congress 
and was elevated to the speakership in the house ol re- 
wesentauves. He presided over the convention of 
Miranin: and, finally, was appointed by general Jack- 
son to the seat on the bench which be oceupicd at the 
tinc of his death. 

New pisnors. We understand ihat the rev. John J. 
Chauche, D. D. president of St. Mary's college, Balti- 
more, has been appointed bishop of Natchez, Miss; 
and the rev. Richard. Whalan, to the Lishoprick of 
Richmond, Va. 

Tye wrxT coxanEss. Ove hundred and forty-four 
members of the next congress have already been elect- 
ed, of whom eighty-four are in favor of ilie new admi- 
nistration and sixty againsi. Ninety-cight are vet to 
be chosen by the states of New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, Connecuenr, Maryland, Virginia, North Caru- 
lina, Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, Keutucky, Ia- 
diana and Illinois. Whe delegatians Hrom these states 
at the present time, stand torty-right to forty-eight, and 
two uncertain. Siiould the relative strength of the two 
parties remain unchanged by the approaching cle- 
tion 4 gen. Harison will havea majority of twenty-two 
in the hase. to support his measarcs. Ja. the senate 
there will also be a majority from the face changes that 
have been made. 

Corroy. The sales of the week at N. York amount. 
ed to 11,500 bales Upland and Florida, at 92 to 125; 
New Orleans and Moubile 10 to 12, 

Dranre. Atthe late annual conmeneement of St 
John's college, Maryluid, the degree of L. L. D. v 
conferred on the right rev. G. W. Doane, bishopof N 
Jersey—an excellent selection for such an honor. 


New York on London 7a 8. France 


Virginia. 
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Kins. A fire recently broke out in. Washington, 
Wilkes county, Georma, whieh did imuehli damaso. 
The store of Hanon & Peilot, the stores aud dwa llig 
oA. A. Cleveland, the stere of Wilis & Calloway, 


aud ask that this court shall proceed no further therein. 

Tie question, therefore, cumes properly before the 
court, whether this is such a state court as is mention- 
ed in the act of eongress,in wineh the couris of the 
United Siates shall have concurrent jurisdietian with 
tlie state courts of all sui's where one of the partiesis a 
citizen of the statein whieh suit is bronght, and the 
other a citizen of another state. 

la determining tbis question, it becomes necessary 
to examine the act of April 16 1810, and to ascertain 
! with what powers the tribunal therein created is vested, 
aad how far it has the s te and ezcelusive jurisdictiun in 
settling the estate of Johu Nicholson. 

The preamble speaks of the large estate of Nichol- 
son, the debts due the commonwealth aud other eredi- 
tors, the great delay that has taken place in the en- 
lorceiment of those debts, and the injury sustained by 
the heirs of Nicholson, because of that delay—it con- 
euneludes “that the interests of the state, the rights of 
of the ereditors and heirs, and the prosperity of the 
counties in which the land estate lies, requires that a 
speedy and just sctilenient of all questions connected 
with the estate of Nicholson should take place.” 

The first section of the aet establishes this court 
with all the Jegal and equitable powers vested in the 
courts of common pleas of this stale, and full, clear and 
exclusive jurisdictiun to try, hear and determine all 
claims and controversies whatever, concerning the 
right and title to land alleged to he the property of the 
rsud Nicholson, in his hfe time, and all other questions 
relating to the vlaiins of heirs. creditors, or other per- 
sons whatsoever to said estate, or the proceeds thereof. 

‘The 2d section. provides for service when the paity’s 
residence is out of the commonwealth. 

From a view of the provisions of the act, it is evi- 
dent that the legislature intended to provide speedy and 
eiiectnal measures to settle all questions relating to the 
estate of Nicholson, in a eourt speedily constituted for 
the purpose, and with exclusive jurisdiction in all mat- 
ters connected with the estate. 

ls n not then clearly to he understood. that all concur- 
reat jurisdiction of either of the state courts, or those 
of the United States, is excluded? Does not this act pre- 
vent the trial of those causes in any court of common 
pleas, or district court of this commonwealth, and is 
not the result inevitable, that there can be no concur- 
rent jurisdiction, were by the pusitive and unequivocal 
expressions of tne act, full and cxclusive jurisdiction is 
given to this court? Whether the legislature have 
transcended their constitutional powers in the estab- 
lishment of their tribunal to settle the estate, is a ques- 
tion which has been intimated by the learned counsel 
for (us defendants, although not pressed with inuch 
zeal, 

Itis well known that the commonwealth has a claim 
in the nature of a Giscal lien against the estate of Ni- 
cholson, which is supposed to have a priority over 
other creditors; we, accordingly, have the rights aud 
interests of the cominon wealth, the other creditors, and 
the heirs, to be regarded in the adjustment ot all claims 
on the estate. 

‘The judge then instanced several acts of assembly, 
by which it appears that the legislature have, before 
and since the death of John Nichulson, endeavored by 
special legislation, to obtain the conunonweulit’s elaini 
out vf liis estate, wii her borders, and that the risit 
to pass laws for that purpose has never been success- 
fully resisted. 

In the present instance, James Nicholson eomes in 
the stale, takes out letters of adiministration and returns 
to Louisiana; the process of our regis'ers and orphans? 
court cannot reach hitn, and in order that those long 
standing elaiais of the commonwealth and other credi- 
tas may be settled, a court is established with full and 
exclusive jurisdiction in the premises. Is this a. viola- 
tion «f the leter or spirit of the coustitution of the U. 
Siates? Does not the administrator, and those whom 
lie represents by coming into the state and obtaining 
letters of administration, subject hunsel and the estate 
of the intestate, lying within this commonwealth, to 
siet rules and regulations as the legislainre may justly 
adapt for the setement of that esta e? On usage, then, 
aa well as principle, the court are of opinion that this 
canse caunor be removed widi propriety 10.the cireuit 
court of the. United States. Hf another suit shovld Le 
bronght into this court uf whieh the defendants should 


the dwelling of Dr. F. Willis, tlie store of Mr. Soban, 
vad severul other stores ind dwellings, together with 
nost of the goods aad furniture, were all consumed. 
lt extended south, crossing Uie street leading tu Lex- 


nut deem proper ta ask the removal, or it should bea 
suse between ettizens of different siates, neither of 
whieh is in the state whertin the suit 1s brought, this 
court would then have to decide upon a portion of the 


claims, and another court upon another portion, besides 
the counter conflicts resulting from different courts 
which were detailed by the judge. 

Such incongruities this court is bound as far as prac- 
ticable to prevent. 1: has heen remarked that it is the 

art of a good judge to amplify his jurisdietion, without, 
however, wishing to assume powers beyond the inten- 
tion of the legislature to give. This court feels bound. 
to carry into effect their views and intentions as far as 
is consistent with the constitution and laws of the U. 
States aud .of this state, and, therefore, direct the mo- 
tion fur the removal ot this cau:e to the circuit court of 
the United States fur this district to be dismissed. 

[Ledger. 


GENERAL Mercer’s sworp. This interesting relic 
was presented tu the St. Andiew’s socicty, by Mrs. 
Morgan, the grand daughter of gen. Jacob. Morgan, 
and not by his widow, às was inadvertently stated. in 
the Register ofthe 6i ult. Mrs. Mercer only survived 
the glorious death of the gallant Merecr about ten 
years. General Morgan was a colunel of the Penn- 
Sylvania line of troops, and fought under general Mer- 
cer at Princeton, in January, 1777; and aler the fall 
of gen. Mercer in battle, his sword was placed in cul. 
Morgan's care, and has been ia the care of that famiiy 
ever since, The children of gen. Mercer never knew 
what had become of his sword until the very imposing 
and solemn ceremonies, in honor of his remains and 
memory. by the St. Andrew’s society of Philadelphia, 
on the 26th of Nov. last, which brought about aud gave 
publicity very soon afterwards, to all the details respeet- 
ing this interesting revolutionary relic, Mrs. Morgan 
still resides in Philadelphia. A neat fae simile of the 
sword has heen made, and the original is now kept iu 
a mahogany case, lined with velvet, in whieh it vill be 
preserved to thelatest posterity. Every thing connect- 
ed with the history of gen. Hogh Mercer, aud his glo- 
rious death excites a warm interest in every American 
bosam, and renders a correct account of i: a matter of 
national importance. 


Rienanp H. Menirezr. We have just heard, and 
aanoulice it with tha: deep regret wine will be felt not 
oniy in Kentucky, but throughout the nation, that the 
hon. Ricnanp H. Meniree, died in Lexington, on Sun- 
day morning, at two o'clock, A. M. of that day. 


MoeLzop. It is stated that McLeod is to be removed 
to Albany, N. Y. for trial, it being satisfactorily ascer- 
tained that an inipirtial jury cannot be found at the 
west. It is further stated that the first trial will be on 
the civil suit brought by the owners of the Caroliiie. 


Rewarp of varor. The 22ad of February wass 
lemnized, if we may so apply that word, in Richmond, 
Vuginia, by a very intercsting ceremonial, that of deli- 
vering to various distinguished naval and military ofli- 
cers, the swords long since vated to them by Virginia. 

These were nine in number, and the honoied indivi- 
duals who, either in person or by deputy were there to 
receive thea, were general Roger Jones, adjntant ge- 
neral of the United Siates army, his brother com. T. 
Ap Catesby Junes, captain Page, captain E. T. A. 
Vallette, and captain C. W. Morgan, of the Unit d 
States navy, major TH«nderson, of the marine corps, 
capt. Bell, late of the army, now dead, major Nelson, 
fate ot the army, and col. D. H. Armistad. 

Gen. Townson, under whose direction. the swords 
were inannfaetured, by Messrs. A:ics, of Springfield, 
Mass. and who knows—no man bener, how to appre- 
ciate a soldier's honors and a soldier's feelings was pre- 
sent as an invited guest. 

The president and vice president elect of the United 
States, were also present, the members of the state le- 
gislature, and the beauty of Richmond. 

The addresses of gov. Giliner in presenting these 
swords, were highly spokeu of; and altogether the ce- 
casion, the company, and the day, combined to eonsti- 
tute a scene of great moral grandcur and interest. 


Yea. Itis stated that the loss on tea in London, on 
the anival of the late news frum China, amounted to 
upwards of $6,000,000. 

The heavy cargo which arrived at N. York in sueh 
haste from Loudon, has hcen advertised tor auciion, 
and will elivet prices here somewhat. 


Unsinp Srares sENATOR William S. Archer, has 
been clecied uy the legislature ot Virginia, a senator of 
the United States, for six years from the £h insan 
to succeed Mr. Roane, whose term has expired, 


STEAMERS. America and England have each 809 
steam. vessels, but in. the year 1338, the accidents. to 
English steamers were 465, and 80 lives were lost; while 
during the same year in America, the accidents were 
272, aud the loss of lives 1,921. 


THE wav rr was pone. The subjoined extract of a 
letter from New York, to the Lancaster (Pa) Intedi- 
gencer, (Van Buren), throws some light upon the mode 
adopted during the twenty days resumption, to floor the 
the monster. The New York writer Says: 

“The banks of this place and Boston comple'cly ont- 
witted tbose of Philadelphia, in that lun bustuess. Tue 
way they did it, was as follows: The bonds given by 
the Philadelphia banks to those of the east, uuder the 
idea that they would be kept by them ‘mui due, were 
forced iato the Vhiladelphia market, and gold at a dis- 
eount to the brokers, who paid for them by dials on 
the chy bunks, lor whieh specie was immediately dee 
manced by the sellers. Hence the great amount of 
speee drawn fioi the Philadelphia banks in so short 
a tune.” 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 

At a council held on the 6th inst. the queen de- 
creed that the name of prince Albert be inserted in 
all the prayer books and read in all churches!!! 

The duke of Wellington was seized with sudden 
indisposition in the house of lords on the Sih iust. 
but had so lar recovered from his attack as to leave 
no doubt of his being able shortly to resume his 
usual habils. His illness was attributed to his ex- 
posure to the severity of the weather, 

The receipt of New York papers in London by 
the packet ship Cambridge, with the correspon- 
dence hetweeu Mr. Fox and Mr. Forsyth, with re- 
gard to the arrest of McLeod, caused much tall and 
considerable excitement. 

The Times predicts the most serions naticnal 
consequences [rom this alfiir, which was brought 
before parliament on the Sth inst. by lord Stanley 
and the earl uf Mounteasheil. J 

The former asked lord Palmerston, whether the 
government had taken any, and if so, what steps 
lor the protection and liberation of Mr McLeod? | 

Lord Palmerston replied that the government had 
sent certain instructions, but till the conclusion ol 
the correspondence was received it would be im- 
possible to send final instructions, and that he was 
not prepared at that time to state formally what 
those instructions were. 

The earl of Mountcashell asked similar ques. 
tions of lord Melbourne in the house of lords, to 
which similar answers were given, statiug also that 
her majesty’s ministers wonld take those measures 
which in their estimation would be best calculated 
to secure the safety of her majesty’s subjects, and 
to vindicate the honor of the British nation? 

In the course of the debate upon the correspon- 
dence between Mr. Fox and Mr. Forsyth, viscount 
Palmerston said that he rather thought his honora- 
ble friend wouhl find in that correspondence that 
lustructions had been given by the American go- 
vernment to Mr. Stevenson to abstain Irom press- 
ing the subject fariber—(hear.) With reguld to 
the fetter of Mr. Forsyth, he (viscount Palmerston) 
begged leave to say tliat the case stood thus: Ju the 
case of the Aimertcan citizens engaged in iavading 
Canada, the American government disavowed the 
acts of those citizens, and stated that the British 
authorities might deal with then as they pleased— 
(hear, hear), and that there were persons concern- 
ed in this undertaking who were not in any domree 
entitled t; tie prot cuon of the U. States—(hear.) 

But in the other case they treated the alfuirol the 
Caroline as oue to be considered as that of the vo- 
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the, on taking leave of 


verninent, and in fact assumed it to be altogether a 
government transaction, and not to be lett upon the 
responsibility of individuals. Until, therelore, the 
British xovernment disowned those persons con- 
cerned ip the destruction of the Caroline, in the 
same manner as the American governmeut had dis- 
avowed their citizens in the other case, he couceiy- 
ed that the American government had adopted an 
internatioual responsibility in the late detention of 
Mr. McLeod, aid could nat, therefore, change their 
ground upon this question. (Hear, bear.) 

Sir R. Peel wished to ask the noble lord a ques- 
tion relating lo a matter of fact. He believed that, 
in the expedition which had been formed for the 
destruction of the Caroline, certain officers who 
held commissions in her majesty's army and navy 
were coucerned in that affair, aud that some of 
these officers had, in the execution of the orders 
which were issued, received wounds. 

The qnestion he wished to ask was, whether or 
not ber majesty’s government had thought proper to 
award pensious to those oflicers corresponding in 
amount with those which were usually granted for 
wounds received in the regular service of ber ma- 
jesty? 

Lord J. Russel said that he was not aware ofany 
pensions having been granted to those officers who 
were wounded in the expedition against the Caro- 
line. 

Mr. O'Connell was sorry thal his honorable friend 
(Mr. Hume), had laken such a course, because he, 
CM m OO thought that on this subject, at all 
events, there ought to be nnanimily ol leeling— 
(hear, hear.) He thought that every exertion 
should be made to have Mr. McLeod saved, as he 
had acted under the command of the officers of her 
majesty’s government, and it was in the strict per- 
formance of kis duty that he had incurred the dan- 
ger with which he was threatened—(hear, hear.) 
Wiether those orders had been right or wrong, this 
&overnineut was bonnd to give liim every protec- 
tion possible—(cheers froin all parts of the house). 

Mr. Hume said that the nobly loid, (Palinerston), 
had just made a speech iu answer to certain qnes- 
tions which had been put to him by the noble lord, 
the member for North Lancashire; but he, (Mr. 
Hume), wished to ask the house to suspend their 
opinion npon the subject until they had the whole 
of the papeis laid before the house. He had him- 
sell papeis in his. possession that would explain 
many things connected with this question, and 
which, by-the-bye, were not exacily consistent 
with the statement which liad jast been made. It 
appeared by the papers which be had in bis pos- 
sion, that in January, 1523, a motion was made 
in the house of representatives calhngupon the pre- 
sident to piace npon the table of the house all the 
Papers respecting the Caioline, and all the coires- 
peutence which had passed between the govern- 


pinent ot the United States ant the British govern- 


ment on the subject of the destruction of the Caro- 
line, 

In consequence of that motion, certain papers 
were laid upon ihe table, including one from Mr. 
Stevenson, the present minister here from the U. 
States. These were accompanied by a louy letter, 
dated the 15!b of May, 1838, Iron that gentlemen, 
and in that Istter the burning of the Caroline was 
characterized in very strong language. He also 
slated that agreeably to the orders ol the president, 
he had Jain betore the British government the whole 
of the evidence relating to the subject, which had 
been taken upon the spot, and Mr. Stevenson de- 
nnd he had ever been informed that the expedi- 
tion against tae Caroline was authorised or sanc- 
tioned by the British government. Now, from May, 
1338, the time when the letter had been written, 
ip to this hour, no answer had been given to that 
leiter, nor had any satizfaetian been given by the 
Eritish government upon this subject. 


In a letter dated from London, the 21 of July, | 


Mr. Stevenson stated that fie hal not received any 
auswer upon the subject, and that he did not wish 
io press the subject tucther; but if the government 
of the United States wished him to do so, he prayed 
lo be informed of it. By the statement which had 
taken place in the house of congress, it appeared 
that the goverument of the United States had been 
iguviani ol any intonation that could lead fliem to 
suppose that the enterprise ayainst the Caroline 
Nat beea andutuken by the crders of the British 
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| government or hy British authority. That he be. 
lieved was the ground upon which Mr. Forsyth 
acted as he had done, 

He takes his objections, and denies the allegation 
of Mr. Fox, that neither had he nor her majesty’s 
government made any communication to him, or 
| the authorities of the Uoited States, that the Bri- 
tish government had authorised the destruction of 
the Caroline. He, (Mr. Huue), therefore hoped 
that no discussion would take place until all the 
Papers connected with the matter were laid before 
the house. He wished to know what the nature 
of those communications was with Mr. Stevenson 
and her majesty’s government which had induced 
him to act as he had done. 

On Tuesday, the 9th instant, the debate was re- 
sumed, and in the course of it lord Palinerston ad- 
initted that the government approved of ihe burning 
of the Caroline. The conversation was getting ra- 
ther warm, when sir Robert Peel interposed ‘by a 
motion on the affairs of Persia. 

The English papers are very bitter on this topic, 
and the tories are more insolent than nsual, 

The general impression iu England, even amongst 
mnoderate and liberal men, was decidedly avainst 
us, and so strong does this national feeling appear 
that 1 believe the government would be warmly 
supported in a war, however contrary it may be to 
the the real interest of Great Britain. However, 
these speculations are idle; it is to be hoped the af- 
fair is already adjusted, 

American stocks, London, Feb, 5. Alabama £ 
Sterling fives 78; Indiana fives 67; do. £ sterling, 
75; lilinois sixes 75; Kentucky do. 84285; Louisia- 
na dzsterling fives 87; Maryland do, do. 82; Massa- 
chusetts fives 862; do. £sterliug 100; New York 
fives 8512851; Ohio sixes 903a91 ex. div.; Penn- 
sylvania fives 84; South Carolina do. 59390; Ten- 
nessee sixes 81282; Virginia do, 89390; New York 
city ves 833. United States bank shares £1) 5s, 
a 12411.10s.,5 do debenture 100. 

Liverpool cotton market, February 9. In the early 
part of the week there continued a good demand 
both from the trade and speculators, and rather bet- 
ter prices were obtained; but since Tuesday the 
inquiry has beeu limited, and the market closed 
heavily, our last quotations being barely supported. 
The sales of the week amount to 28.030 bales, (of 
Which 6,000 Aimencan are on speculation, and 200 
American lor export), and comprise 90 Sea Island 
at 13;d. to 224. with 20 stained at 92 to 15d. 6,100 
bowed 65d to Zid. 1,870 Mobile, Alabama and 
Tennessee 6d. to 734.5 16,240 Orleans Gil. to 72d.5 
313 Pernambuco, Paraiba, &e. Sid. to 9d.; 110 
Balia aud Maecio Sid. to 9d.; 250 Maranham 8d. 
to 7id.; 100 Peruvian 72d. to 714.; 130 Laguayra 
Tid. to 73d ; 100 Cartagena 51 6d. to 5nd sG 
Egyptian 91d. to 12d, and 1,850 Surat gd. to 61d. 
per Ib. 

The market has been rather quiet to-day, Ihe 
sales only amounting to 3,000 bags, including 200 
Balia at Sd. to $3d ; 80. Maranham 82d. to Sid.; 
100 Egyptian 103d. to 1205320 Carthagena 51d.; 
200 Surats 5d. to 5id.; the remainder American 
Gd.to 7d. There is uo change to notice in prices. 
On Saturday 2,000 bags were -old. E 

I'*b.9. Tihe sales to-day are, 1,000 hales. 

FRANCE. 

The news from France is nol of mnch Interest, 
The works on the fortifications were Carried on 
with great activity. 


Political circles are much agilated by diplomatie 


| notes addressed to the French cabinet by lord Par- 


inerston, in. which, it is said, a disavowment is in- 
nd unequivocal terms. M. 
| G iizot had not replied to these notes, but the cora- 
jliance of the French government, from the feel- 
ing ol the chambers, aod of the publie, was con- 
sidered to be entirely ont of the question. 


The fortification bill having passed the chamber 
of deputies by a large wajority, it was surmised 
there would be a split in the cabinet. 

We do not find any important intelligence from 
either Spain, Portugal, or any other of the states af 
Europe. 

CHINA. 

Overland muil fiom India, By an extraordinary 
express froin Marseilles, news was received in 
London on the 6th iust. from China, India and 
Egypt, with dates from Alexandria to Jannary 23 
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Bombe to January Ist, Calcutta to December 16th, | abandoning the rest of his army, which scarcely 


Macao to Nov. 3d, and Chusan to October 27th. 

The state of affairs in China remain unchanged 
since the last advices; anù gloomy apprehensions as 
to the final result of the proposed negotiations were 
entertained. Both in China and India the conduct 
of admiral Elliot is commented upon in the most 
severe terms. x 

The negotiation with the emperor of China does 
not appear to have made any progress, nor the ap- 
proach of admiral Elliot to the Chinese capital to 
have, as yet, produced any other result than the 
dismissal ol. commissioner Lin from the governor- 
ship of Canton, and the appointment, as his sueces- 
sor, of Ke-shan who is commissioned to settle mat- 
ters, and is supposed to be as much opposed to in- 
tercourse with foreigners as Lin. 

Admiral Elliot was still at Chnsan, whicb place 
had been found extremely unhealthy. Out of 5,650 
British troops landed there, pnly 2,026 were ht for 
duty, chiefly owing to bad diet and want of fresh 
meat. The number of deaths is staled at fea per 
day! 

The admiral was expected to leave for Cantoa 
about the middle of November. The British naval 
force consisted of twenly sail of pennants, exclusive 
of steamers. 

Memorial of Lin to the emperor. Lin, in a me- 
morial to the emperor, among other things, con- 
fesses his crimes and begs for mercy; at the same 
time he asks the emperor to be firm in the present 
crisis; after suggesting that the Chinese ought to 
build ships alter European models, and cast can- 
non, he goes on to say that tbe English lorces at 
Chusan liave heen so much bewildered and reduced 
by death and sickness, they will soon be obliged to 
evacuate it, and submit. In conclusion, he hints 
at the probability of difficulties between the Eng- 
lish and other nations on account of their iuterler- 
ence with the trade of foreign nations, and he con- 
siders fhis favorable for the Chinese. 

INDIA. 

The intellizence from India is generally pacific, 
and no event had occurred since (he last dates of 
much political importance. 

Afghanistan remained tranquil. The news from 
China and Central Asia was of a satisfactory cha- 
racler. 

EGYPT. 

From Alexandria we have reccived the confir- 
mation of the news of the arrival of commodore Na- 
pier, empowered by admiral Stafford to offer the 
original treaty for the pasha’s acceptance, which 
was immediately agreed to. Two days afterwards 
a steamer arrived at Alexandiia with Meyloum 
bey and admiral Matier on board, wbo came to 
claim the fleet, which was formally made over on 
the 11th ult. and finally sailed for Marmoria on the 
21st ult, 

AFRICA. 

The packet barque Hobart, capt. Parsons, arriv- 
ed this morning from Monrovia, whence she sailed 
on the Ist of January, to which date inclusive we 
have letters aod papers. 

Capt. Parsons, who is now at our elbow, gives us 
the most flattering account of the health of the in- 
habitants and the general prosperity of the colony. 
The Hobart brings sugar and collee. Capt. P. says 
that one coffee hee produced 18lbs. while a lair 
crop in the West Indies, we are inlormed is about 
a pound and a quarter. lt is believed that the trees 
in Africa will average 9lbs. — [.V. Y. Cum. Adv. 

We learn from the coast ol Afiica, that all the 
slave factories had been broken up hy tbe British 
cruisers. [Jour. Com. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

New Grenada. By the brig Marcelina, at. New 
York, the editors of the Courier have received the 
tollowing intelligence. The whole country of New 
Grenada is involved in a civil war, Filteen pro- 
vinces out of twenty have decreed for a federal go- 
vernment, and have collected and sent troops to- 
wards Bogota to compel the central government 
there to come to terns. ‘The government has con- 
ecntrated all its torces near Bogota, and is deter- 
mined not to yield to the wishes of the revolted 
provinces. Gen. Herran is carrying on the opera- 
tions for the government, aided by gen. Thomas 
Gonzales and gen. Carinoina, two generals, Sine- 
vas, col. Gonzales and others for the provinces. 
Panama will separate from the rest of New Gra- 
nada, [Ball American. 

Buenos Ayres. Bucnos Ayres papers to the 18th 
December have been received by the editors of the 
New York Journal of Commerce. 

Lavalle had been again deleatad on the 28th of 
November, by the forces of Oribe, a fiend of gen. 

tosas, having some 1,900 inen killed. AN his in- 
fantry, artillery, and 90 wagons were lost, and La- 
valle himself escaped with only four compauies, 


amounts now fo 600 men. 

Another unsuccessful attempt has been made by 
the Brazilian government to compromise matters 
with the insurgents of Rio Grande, who are conti- 
dent in their own strength, and will make no com- 
promise which does not secure them what they call 
their rights, 

WEST INDIES. 

From Mayaguez. A letter dated the 3d of Fe- 
bruary from that place contains the following ad- 
ditional information. 

The entire loss by the fire isestimated to be about 
two and a half millions, and froin 20 to 25,000 quin- 
tals of coffee had been consumed. The fear that a 
revolt amnng the slaves inight break out, is af pre- 
sent entirely suppressed, the strictest vigilance be- 
ing observed on the part of ali the whites, and the 
contusion is not by any means as great at present 
as during the preceding days. The governor ge- 
neral is expected every morocnt to arrive from the 
capital, and we have strong hopes that he will lorth- 
with fake steps to relieve in some degree the suf. 
tering inhabitants of Mayaguez, by abolishing for a 
length of time to come the duties for our port, also 
the assessments, &c, which will facilitate them soon 
to rebuild their houses and to recommence business, 
in which for the present perfect stagnation is ereat- 
ed. Lumber above all will undoubtedly enjoy a 
brisk demand during the year, and we can recom- 
mend our triends to shipments of the same, and 
particularly of p. p. lumber, In the expectation of 
soon being able to give you a more favorable report 
of allairs in general here, and to intorm you like- 
wise of the revival of busiaess with us, we reinain, 
&c. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS BY PRESIDENT VAN Buren, by 
and with the advice and consent of the senate. Phi- 
lemon Dickerson, to be judge of the United States, 
for the district of New Jersey, in the place of Mah- 
lon Dickerson, resigaed. 

Peter V. Daniel, of Virginia, to be one of the as- 
sociate justices of the supreme court of the United 
States, in the place of Philip P. Barhour, deceased. 

John Y. Mason, of Virginia, to be judge of the 
United States, for the eastern district of Virginia, 
in the place of Peter V. Danicl, 

John F. Kackler, to be collector of the customs 
for the district of St. Marks, in the territory of Flo- 
rida, vice Francis S. Beattie, removed. 


THE NEW CABINET. We learn from Washing- 
ton that the nominations of the members ol the new 
cabinet, made by president Harrison, to the U. S. 
senate, have all been confirmed by that body. The 
cabinet theretore is thus coinposeil: 

Secrelury of slale—DawiEL Wesster, of the 
state of Massachusetts. 

Secretary of the treasury—Tuomas EWING, ol 
the state of Ohio. 

Secretary of war—Joun BELL, of the state of 
Tennessee. 


Sceretary of the novy—Georce E. Bapcer, of 


the state of North Carolina. 

Postmaster generui—F ranxcis GRANGER, of the 
state ol New York. 

Attorney general—J. J. CTITYENDEN, of the state 
of Kentucky. 

Tne INAUGURATION. From the National Intel- 
lizencer. he consummation of the great political 
contest which terminated in the election of gene- 
ral Harrison as president of the United States took 
place yesterday, the glorious fourth of March, by 
the inauguration of the president at the capitol, 
preceded by the installation of the vice president, 
in the presence of an immense multitude of citi- 
zena, who bad travelled fror all parts of the union 
to witness the imposing and interesting solemnities 
of the occasion. 

For several days previously, the metropolis of 
the nations had been gradually filling. with visiters 
froin the more distant states ot the union. Yester- 
day and the day previously, the contiguous conn- 
ties of Maryland and Virginia and the city of Bal- 
timore poured in vast multitudes and parties of 
eager citizens, who travelled on in various ways, 
by land and water, on toot, in carriages, or in boats, 
to witness the inauguration of their heloved chiet. 

|t cannot reasonably be expected that we shall 
lay before the publie a very detailed nr accurate 
account of yesterday's interesting proceedings and 
ceremonies. To satisfy, however, the demand for 
an early notice, we present the following sketches 
of the scenes and incidents of the day: ` 

The morning. Early in the morning, long be- 
[ore sun-rise, the shrill whistle of the cars and the 
trampling of feet along Pennsylvania avenue to- 
waids the hotels aud boarding houses, gave notice 


that our number of visiters was greatly increas- 
ing, and that the auspicious day of the inaugura- 
tion had arrived. The morning broke somewhat 
cloudiiy, and the horizon seemed 1ather to betoken 
snow or rain. At sun-rise a salute of twenty-six 
guns was fired irom the mall, south of their gun 
room, by a party of the Columbia artillerists, act- 
ing under the command of captain Buckingham. 
Soon after the firing of these guns, the entire body, 
apparently, of our citizens and numerous visiters, 
roused from their slumbers, thronged the Pennsyl- 
vania avenue aud our principal streets, and gave to 
them a very animated and lively appearance; the 
throng continuing to increase until eight o'clock, 
when the various delegations, military companies, 
Tippecanve clubs, associations and citizens assem- 
bled at their respective posts. 

The procession. Soon after ten o'clock the pro- 
cession moved from the bead of Faur-and-a-half 
street; when a salute of three guns announced 
their march towards the quarters of the president 
elect. Having there received general HARRISON, 
attended by his personal friends, the procession 
moved on trom the quarters of the president elcct, 
up E street to [1th street, up lith street to F street, 
up F street to 15th strect, down 151th street to Penn- 
sylvania avenue, down Pennsylvania avenue to the 
south gate of the eastern yard of the capitol, ex- 
actly as laid down in the programtoe. 

Occupying a favorable position in front of - 
Brown’s hotel, we noticed tle procession as it pass- 
ed along the most public part of Pennsylvania 
avenue to the capitol. The scene was highly in- 
teresting and itnposing. The ladies every where, 
from the windows on each sidecf the avenue, 
waved their handkerchiefs or hands in token of 
their kind feelings, and general Harrison return- 
ed their sinfles and greetings with repeated bows. 

The enthusiastic cheers of the citizens who mov- 
ed in the procession were, with equal enthusiasm, 
responded to by thousands of citizen spectators 
who lined Pennsylvania avenue, or appeared at the 
side windows, in the numerous balconies, on the 
tops of houses, or on other elevated stands. At 
tbe head of the processiou was the chicf marshal, 
who was mounted on a fine horse, suitably eapari- 
soned; as also were his two aids. 

The military portion of the pracession was re- 
markably fine and soldier-like. Much ol this, no 
doubt, was owing tomajor Fritz, of the Philadel- 
phia National Grays, whose company and excellent 
band of music were objects of particular notice and 
admiration. The military marched along in the 
following order: 

1. The Potomac Dragoons, commanded by cap- 
tain Mason, a fine body of cavalry, consisting 
chiefly of citizen soldiers from Georgetown. We 
never saw the Potomac Dragoons turn out so well, 
or appear to so great advantage. 

2. The Columbia Artillerists, commanded by 
captain Buckingham. Their revolutionary ens. 
tuine, venerable appearance, and precise move- 
ments, as they marched along, with their two 
field pieces, gained them great credit. 

3. The National Greys. of Philadelphia, com- 
manded by major Fritz, a fine body of men, well 
disciplined and soldier-hke in all their movements. 

4. The Washington Light Infantry, commanded 
by captain France, a full company, numbering 
about eighty muskets, all well uniformed, and 
showing to more advantage than on any former oc- 
casion. 

5. The National Blues, commanded by captain 
Middleton, marching well, and also making a sol- 
dier-like appearance. 

‘After the officers and soldiers who fonght under 
general HARRISON came, 

The president elecl, mounted on a white charger, 
anıl accompanied by his suite of personal friends. 

On his right were seven citizen marshals; on bis 
left were the marshal of the District of Columbia 
and his four aids. 

Then fol'owed, in the order of the programme, 
the delegates of the young men’s convention, held 
at Baltimore, May 4, t840. The delegates bore 
along with them in the procession some very hand- 
some banners; as did also the citizens of each atate 
and territory, as they appeared with the respective 
Tippecanoe clubs and associations. Among the 
banners which seemed to attract very particular 
notice was a very large one from Cayuga county, 
New York, representing gen. Harrison in mili- 
tary costume on horseback. Several other very 
handsome banners, having patriotic and suitable 
moltoes, appeared with the South Carolina and 
Alabama delegations, and with the delegation from 
Prince George's county, Maryland. From the lat- 
ter county the delegation was very numerous and 
spirited. Besides their handsome aud appropriate 
banner, there was exhibited a vehicle drawn hy six 
splendid white horses, all suitable caparisoned, 
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aud bearing bells, containing weaving apparatus, 
&e. with the operatives working therewith as they 
moved in the proeession. This curious and inte- 
resting machinery, which was furnished and dircet- 
ed by Mr. Capron, of the Laurel Factory, Maryland, 
attracted nnusnal notice. Along with the Prince 
George's delegation was also seen a large log cabin, 
(the emblem of a sturdy yeomanry), drawn by 
horses; the sides nf the cabin had suitable mottoes 
and inscriptions. Oa its rouf were nmneious white 
flags, bearing the names of the several states that 
voted in favor of gen. HARRISON. 

The Virginia delegations were also remarkable 
for their numbers, fine appearance, and handsome 
banners. The delegation from London county had 
à good band of music with them. The delegation 
frou Winchester was very uninerous, and had also 
a band of inusie. 

The corporations of Washington and Georgelown, 
tlie Tippecauoe elubs, aud the eilizens of both 
places, turned out in great numbers and with suita- 
ble distinctions, banners and mottoes. Notthe least 
interesting part of the procession lram Georgetown 
was the long line of Georgetown eollege students, 
who appeared in the eallege uniform, with their 
faculty, bearing a handsome white silk banner, rep- 
resenting, with various inottoes, a golden eagle 
with extended wings. 

Approaching the capitol. The approaches to the 
capitol presented a scene to gratity the eye ot a 
painter, while it swelled the patriot’s heart. The 
thronging crowds, the groups, the solitary foot-pas- 
senger—and then the stately coacil, with its height 
of lashiau and beauty—all eager, all animated, ali in 
conversation, and some in song—ail pressing on- 
ward toward one central point, told of the dee; the 
universal, the heart-stirrinz interest felt by the pio- 
ple in THE PEOPLE's FRIEND. Here might be 
seen a little fellow ot seven or eight, his chubby 
cheeks rosy with joy, his bright eye sparkling with 
the bustle and gladness ot so novela Scene, waiv- 
ing proudly over ins head a little banner, purcliased 
probably by the savings ot his poeket money for 
wany days, on which, as the wind sported with it, 
was turned out to view a “log cabin,” ar the “hero 
of Tippecanoe.” There wasa group of black la- 
borers, tricked out in all their Sunday finery, with 
saucer eyes, stariug atthe bight figures which pas- 
sed theta, or gazing at the horse of some young ap- 
prentiee, carnoling along the avenue, al once tothe 
glory and manifest danger of his rider. There 
hurried along a marshal ot the day, with his rose 
of purple, and his yellow scarf, eunscions apparent- 
ly, of the dignity of tis station. Here strode on 
some military officer, glittering in blue and gold, 
and feeling all the prouder to think that a suldier, 
as well as a patriot, was to-day to assume the sn- 
preme seat of dignity in the republic. The ladies, 
too, (God bless them)! the ladies shared, fully, in 
the excitement of the hour: their eyes glancing, 
their eheeks glowing, and their tongues (lor ladies 
have sueh things) were in rapid and harmonious 


motion. Every thing was in its best bib and tucker. | X 
| were assigned ta the diplomatie carps 


Every thing you inet, every thing you saw, seemed 
to ery out, ‘this 15 the long-warted, the long wislied- 
ior day of THE INAUGURATION!” 

wt the capitol. In the senate chamher, though 
reserved for the privileged persons, there was a 
erowd at an early hour. Loug, long before any thing 
official was to be seen or heard, tue ladies? cueulin 
gallery on the one hand, and the gentleioen’s gallery 
on the other, were filled to overflowing. Whal eager 
looks, what rich and lustrous shawls, what Waiving 
handkerehieis, what fluttering laus were there to 
be seen! Nods of recognition, stoiles of pleasure, 
peering looks of eager eurivsity every Where met 
the eye. When some full nnilormed officer of the 
army or navy entered the hall, with his straw eolor- 
ed plumes and his massive epaulettes, what a 
craning out of snowy neeks, what an exchange of 
inquiries, what looks of awakened interest peurvad. 
ed the eirele! Scorr and GAINE:, Macome and 
Jones aud Woor, presented a brilliant group, eal- 
ling up associations conneeted with our past days 
ot triumph; while on the opposite side might be 
seen a civil group of no less interest, embracing 
the nominated members of the new cabinet, in- 
spiring augurics not less eheenng ol luture piospe- 
rity and glory, 

he senate (convened by the president in extra 
Session) having been called to order by the seereta- 
ry, the oath of ollice was, by order of the senate 
administered by Mr. Cray to Mr. Kine, of Alaba- 
ina, (on his re-election for a new term), who was 
then unanimously re-elected president pro tempore 
of that body, 

Mr. Kine thereupon took the ehair of the se- 
hate. 

The DirpLomattc corps bow entered the hall 
and assumed the seats 
and on ihe 


provided [or ihew in frout, 
left of the chair, A most "iilliznt aye 


pearance they made, decorated, as they were, not 
only with the insignia of their various orders, but 
half covered with the richest embroidery in silver 
and iu gold. Had this group of distinguished per- 
sonages, however, been stripped of all external de- 
siguations, the eye of the most casual observer could 
not have failed aistantly to recognise the marked 
difference which distinguished them from ns, as fo- 
reigners. Cuvier might, very possibly, have told, 
from their heads alone, the different nations from 
which they came. 

On the opposite side of the cbair appeared, soon 
alter, in the Strongest contrast, the array of the 
judges of the supreme court, in their black robes. 
with their grave, intellectual, reflecting eounte- 
Dances, There was a simple. quiet, unpretendine 
air about this body of highly dignified men ta whieh 
outward adornments would have added nothing but 
an alloy. 

The late VICE PRESIDENT and the vice FRESI- 
DENT elect became the next objects of notice.— 
They advanced together to the steps of the presi- 
dent’s chair, when Mir. Tyrer, having been pre- 
sented to the presiding officer, took the oath of 
Office, and then ascending to the chair, which ha 
been vacated for his reception by Mr. Krxc, deli- 
vered, with much graece, dignity and self-posses- 
sion, an address to the senate of moderate length, 
marked by modesty, propriety and sound sense; a 
copy of which will be found in another part of this 
Paper. 

The new senators were then suceessively sworn 
in, and took their seats, 

At twenty minutes past 12 o'clock, the warning 
note was heard from the table of the vice PRESI. 
DENT, when gen. Harrison entered and took the 
seat prepared for him iu front of the seeretary's ta- 
ble, fle looked cheerful but composed: his bodily 
health was manifestly perlect: there wasan alert- 
ness in his movement whieh is quite astonishing, 
considermg his advanced age, the multiplied haul- 
ships through which his fratoe has passed, and the 
fatigues he has lately undergone. 

Alter he had retained his seat for a few minutes, 
preparations were made Jor forming the line of 
procession to tha platlorm prepared for the cere- 
mony ot the inauguration, erected over the front 
steps of the portiea of the east front of the capitol, 
The procession was in the prescribed order, as 
yesterday annaunced by authority of the committee 
of the senate, 

It was not withont great diffienlty and very se- 
vere pressure that the body of citizens who follow- 
ed and aeeompanied this train passed ont of the 
east door of the rotunda; and the inadequate and 
disproportionate size ol that entrance (always a 
defvet at least, if uot a deformity) was never more 


sensibly manilested. Some ladies sutfered severely | 


in the pressure of the erowd, hut no serious acei- 
dent is known to have occurred. 


Ou the platforin, seats had heen provided for the 


PRESIDENT and the cHIEF JUsTICE. who were 
plaeel immediately in iront. Ou their right, seats 
Beüiud sat 
metabers ef hott houses of congress, officers of the 
army and navy, and many distinguished characters 
now assembled in the city, intermingled with a 
greal company of ladies, wha ocenpied not only 
the steps in the rear of the platforin, but both the 
broad abutinents of stoue which support the stepa 
on either side, 


they would have been a very Unsafe station, more 
especially for females. 
But the sight which attraeted and arrested ond 


filled the eye af all those who were fortunate | 


enough to get a favorable post of observation from 
whieli to witness the scene was THE PEOPLE 
There they stool, and had stood for flours, in a so- 


lid, dense mass, variously estimated to contain (in, 


the space before the eapitol and extending baek 
some distance into the open square) from thirty to 
fitty, and even sixty thousand, Happy was the 
man who could climb upon railing, or post, or pil- 
lar, to obtain a better sieht of the expected object. 
AI such places were filled, piled up, wilh clinging 
oecupants; some ascended the trees in the jquüie, 
whose brauciies, in their present denuded cuudition, 
alloted an unobstructed prospect. On the verge 
of the crowd were drawn up cartiages, filled with 
the gentier sex: while here and there peered up a 
standard bearing a pacifie banner, or the stand of 
colors of some volunteer company. 

Wiule patiently waiting for the artivel of he 
president, this mass of heails resembled some plaeid 
lake, uot in a perfeet ealin, but gently rippled by a 
passing breeze, its waters in. perpetital but gentle 
motion; but the instant he was seen advancing from 
the eapitol, it suddenly reseinbled that same luke 
whena blist tram the mountain. haa descended 
upon it, thrown it iuto tumuliaous agitati n, an | 


Temporary halustrades had been | 
placed around those exposed spaces, without whieh | 


| “lifted up its hands on high? A deafening shout 
; went up irom the glad hearts and exulting voices af 
an emancipated people. It sung welcome to the 
MAN whom the PEOPLE delight to honor, and must 
have met, with overwhelming power, the throb- 
bings of his own bosom. 

lien the uproar had subsided, it was succeeded 
by the deep stillness of expectation, and the new 
president forthwith proceeded to read, in aceents 
loud and elear, his address to the nation. Of the 
character of this paper we forbear now to speak, 
reserving what we have to Say respeeling it 
to a more leisure moment. In its delivery, the 
voice of general HARRISON never flagged, but to 
the end retained its fall and eommanding tone. As 
he touched on suecessive topies lying near the 
heart nf the people, their sympathy with his senti- 
ments was manifested by shouts which broke forth 
involuntarily from time to time; and, when the 
reading of the address was eoneluded, they were re- 
newed and prolonged without restraint. 
|, Previous to delivering the closing sentences of 
the address, the oath ot office, tendered by the 
CHIEF JUSTICE, was taken by the PRESIDENT, in 
tones loud, distinct and solemn, manifesting a due 
and a deep impression of the importance ol the aet: 
alter which, the PRESIDENT pronounced the re. 
maining passage of his address. 

The praling cannon then announced to the conn- 
try that it hail a new CHIEF MAGISTRATE. The 
procession was again formed; and, setting out from 
the capitol, praceeded along Pennsylvania avenne 
to the mansion nf the president, cheered throughont 
the whole rante as gen, HARRISON passed, by the 
immense crowds on loot which hoed the avenue, 
and the hardly less numerons assembly of females 
who filled the doors and windows along the whole 
route. 

Al the presidents house. Nearly the whole {hrong 
of visiteis accompanied the PRESIDENT to his new 
abode, and as inany as possible entered and paid 
their personal respeets to him. The whole build- 
ing, however, could hardly contain a fortieth part 
of them; so that very many were unable to obtain 
| admission at all, A popular president will on such 
an occasion always be surrounded by wore friends 
than it is possible for bin to receive and recognise 
otherwise than in masses, 

The cluse of the day was marked b 
tion of salutes from the artillery, the whole city be- 
ing yet alive with a population of strangers and 
residents, whom the mildness of the season invited 
into the open air. 

In the evening the several ball rooms and places 
of amusement were filled with crowds of gentle- 
men and ladies attracted to this eity by the novelty 
and interest of the great occasion. In the caurse 
af the evening, the president of the U. States paid 
à short visit to each af the assemblies held in honor 
of the inauzuration, aud was received with the 
Warmest demoustiations of attachment and respeet. 

The end of the duy was inarked, as its progress 
from the early morning bonr had been, by quiet 
and order. not only remarkable bnt astonishing, 
considering the vast crowd of persons, the exeite- 
ment of the oceasion, and the temptations which it 
oflvred to undue exhilaration. No accident or in- 
cident whatever ocenred, so far as we have heard, 
to leave a pain or pany behind it, or to mar the gra- 
tification of the multitude of those who rejoiced in 
their hearts that they had lived long enough to see 
this day. 


y the repeti- 


VICE PRESIDENT Tyrer. In the U. S. senate, 
on the 4th instant, the vicE PRESIDENT of the Unit- 
ed States baving taken the oath of office, and assum- 
ed his place as president of the Senate, delivered the 
folowing address: 

SENATOns: Called by the people of the United 
States to preside over your deliberations, I cannot 
withhold the expression of the high estimate I 
place on the honor whieh they have eonferred upon 
jtae. To oceupy the seat whieh has been filled and 
| 8d ornei—to say nothing of my more immediate pre- 
| decessors—by an Adams, a Jelferson, a Gerry, a 
t Ciinton, and a Tompkins—names that, although 
| belonging to the dead, still live in the recollection 
of a grateful eonutry—is an honor of which any 
may would have Just cause to be proud, But thia 
| honor is greatly augmented by the consideration of 
the (rue eharacter of this body-—by the high order 
| of moral and intellectual power whieh has distin- 
guished it in ali past timc, and whieh still distin. 
| guishes it—by the dlgnity which has, for the most 
port marked ils proceedings, and, above all, by the 
inpertant duties which have devolved upon itun- 
der the eoustitution, Here are to be found the im- 
mediate representalives of the states, by whase 
sovereign will the government has been spoken into 
existence. Mere exists that perfect equality among 
the meimbers of this confederacy whieh gives to the 
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smallest state in the union a voice as 
that of the largest. 

To this body is committed, in an eminent degree, 
the trnst of guarding and protecting the institutions 
banded down to us from our fathers, as well against 
the waves of popular and rash impulses on the one 
hand, as against attempls at executive encroach- 
ment on the other. It may properly be regarded as 
holding the balance in which are weighed the pow- 
ers conceded to this government, and the rights re- 
served to tbe states and to the people. It is its pro- 
vinee to concede what has been granted—to with- 
hold what has been denied—thas, in all its features, 
exhibiting a true type of the glorious confederacy 
under which it is our happiness to live. Should the 
spirit of faction—that destructive spirit which reck- 
lessly walks over prostrate lights, and tramples 
Jaws and constitutions in the dost—ever find an 
abiding place within this hall, then indeed will a 
seutence of condemmation be issued against the 
peace and happiness of this people, and their poli- 
tical institutions he made to topple to their founda- 
tions. But while this body shall continue to be 
what, by its framers, it waa designed to be, delibera- 
tive in its character, unbiased in its course, and in- 
dependent in its action, then may liberty be re- 
garded as entrenched in safely behind the sacred 
ramparts of the constitution. 

While I occupy this chair, senators, ] shall have 
frequent occasion to invoke yourindulgence tarmy 
delcets, and your charity for my emors. I am but 
little skilled in. parliamentary law, and have heen 
unused to preside over deliberative assemblies. All 
that I can urge in excuse of my defects is, that 1 
bring with me tothis chair an earnest wish to dis- 
charge properly its duties, and a fixed determina- 
tion to preside aver your deliberations with entire 
impaitiality. 


potential as 


DIPLOMATIC courresy. On the 27th ulf. at 3 
o'elock, p. tn. in accordance with previous arrange- 
ment, the members of the diplomatie corps acere- 
dited to the government o the United States, wait- 
ed npon the president to present ‘their united and 
official respeets, on his approaching retirement from 
office. 

Mr. Fox, as the senior of the diplomatic body, de- 
livered an address in their naume to the president, 
which, with the reply, we publish below. 


Globe. 
Mr. Fox's address, 

Sir: 1 have have the honor to address yon in the 
name of the diplomatic Lody accredited lo the U, 
States of America, We are anxious, sir, to €x- 
press to you the high respect and esteem which we 
entertain for your character. as well as the gratitude 
that we feel personally far the kindness and courtesy 
we have always received at your hands. We shall 
ail remember with satisfaction the period during 
which our respective public duties have placed us | 
in communication with your government; and in 
now taking leave of you officially, we beg to be al- 
lowed to assure you of the sincere interest we shall 
ever feel for the contined welfare and happiness of 
yourself and of your family. 

The president's reply. 

I reciprocate, sir, cordially, the expressions of the 
respect aud esteem which you have made to me in 
behalf of the members of the diplomatic body ac- 
credited to this government, 

j would have regretted deeply the ocenrrence of 
a single cireamstance in our official intercourse 
to interrupt those relations of mulaai respeet and 
persona] kindness, the maintenance of which be- 
tween public functionaries is always agreeable, 
and which seldom fails to exercise a salutary in- 
fluence upon the transaction of public business. 
Your obliging expressions have satisfied methat 
my utmost wishes in this regard have been fully 
realized, and I derive great pleasure fiom the con- 
viction. 

The members of the diplomatie body will please 
accept my grateful acknowledgments for the in- 
terest they take in the future happiness of myself 
and family; and I beg them to be assured that I 
will always cherish a lively solicitude for their in- 
dividual wellare, and for the welfare of those whose 
happiness is dependent upon theirs. 

PRESENTATION UF FOREIGN MINISTERS. The | 
members of the diplomatic bony, now in Washing- 
ton, and accredited to the goverment at the U. 
States, were received by the president ou the 9th) 
inst. at 2 dock. Mr. Vow, the Bitish minster on 
being presented by the sccretary of state, made to 
the president the following address: 

Sir: 1 have the honor to address you in the name 
of the diplomatie body accredited to the United 
States of America, We hasten, s1, to congratulate 
you upon your accession to the high office of pre- 
silent of this republic, which the confidence of your 


fellow citizens has conferied upon you. We speak 
the true sentiments of our respective govern- 
ments and countries, in offering this testimony of 
regard and respect for your person and for your sta- 
tion. We rejoice, sir, to have heard from your 
own lips, in your inangural address, the declaration 
of a virtuous desire to promote the relations of na- 
tional friendship aud peace between the United 

tates and foreign powers; and we are happy to re- 
cognise, in your personal character and qualities, 
the strongest assurance that the efforts ol your go- 
vernment will be faithfully directed to accomplish sn 
wise and noble a purpose. 

To this address the president of ihe United States 
made the following reply: 

Sir: Lreceive with great pleasure the congra'n- 
lations you have been pleased to offer ine in the 
name ol the distinguished diplomatic body now pre- 
sent, the representatives of the mast powerful and 
polished nalions with whom the republic which has 
honored me with the office of its chief magistrate 
has the most intimate relations—ielations which I 
trust no sinister eveut will, for ages, interrupt. 

The sentiments contained in my late address to 
my fellow citizens, and to which you have been 
pleased to advert, are those which will continue to 
govern my conduct through tlie whole course of my 
administration. Lately one of the people, the un- 
disputed sovereigns of the country, and comingim- 
mediately from amongst tbem, I am enabled, with 
confidence, to say that in thus acting I shall be sns- 
tained by their undivided approbation. 

I beg leave to add, sir, that both from duty and 
inclination I shall omit nothing in my power to con- 
tribute to your own personal happiness and that of 
the friends whom, on this occasion, you represent, 
as long as you may continue amongst ns. 

The other ministers, with their secretaries, and 
the persons attached to their respective missions, 
were then successively presented to the president. 
The minister of Russia, we learn, was prevented 
from being present, by indisposition, W hich, we are 
happy to be able to say, is not seiious. 

Corzector or N. Yors. The National Intel- 
ligencer states that in the senate on the 27th ult. io 
execnlive session, a new collector was nominated 
and appointed for the city aud district of New 
York. It appears that Jesse Hoyt, esq. resigned, 
and that Jobn J. Morgan, esq. was, on Saturday, 
nomiaated and confirmed in his stead. [Mr. Mor- 
gan is a gentleman of highly respectable character, 
well known here from his having served at two 
different periods, at long intervals, as a metnber of 
congress from the city of New York]. The fol- 
lawing article in the N. York Times, of Friday 
last, nay, perhaps, explain some of the causes of 
this extraordinary movement: 

“The collector. There have been whispers in 
Wall street for some days past of a defaleation in 
the custom house. Whether the circumstances 
warrant the ase of the word defileation, we cannot 
say; but certain it is that Mr. Hoyt, the collector, 
retains in his hands a large amount of money, the 
produce of seizures and of fees, which he refuses 
to place to the credit of the government. A cor- 
respondence is said to bave taken place between 
the collector and the president, the result of which is 
understood to be a determination on the part of 
Mr. Hayt to resign. 

“The grounds npon which Mr. Hoyt reserves the 
money in question are vatiously stated, We be- 
lieve, however, that he claims a portion of it for 
extra services, and as fees properly accruing to the 
collector, under unrepealed portions of the revenue 
law of 1796, and another portion asa fund to pra- 
tect himself against less in case certain seizures, 
made on behalf of the government, should be de- 
cided to be illegal. The sum total retained by Mr 
Hoyt amounts, if we are correctly informed, to 
about two hundred thousand dollars." 

We have reason to know,says the N. Y. Ame- 
rican, that there is a misunderstanding between the 
collector of this port and the accounting officers of 
the treasury—as to certain charges made by the 
former in his accounts. 

The amount in dispute is about forty one thou- 
sand dollars—a portion of which lias aclually been 
distributed to other oflicers entitled to their shares 
of forfeitures. 

The collector contends that the usage of the 
treasury and the law are in his favor: the account: 
ing oflicere, stimulated to unwonted zeal hy the ex- 
hibition of former remissness in the Swartwout 
case—insist upon a different construction. Hence 
the diliicully. There is no pretence of defateation, 
but the collector wiscly and justly retains the mo- 
ney, subject to jiliciol decision, 

The New Vork Standard cantains a correspon- 
dence between Jisse Hoyt, esq. collector of the 
port, and the ben. Levi Weodbury, secretary of the 


‘any view I can fake of the case. 


treasury, from which it appears that the gross 
amount in dispnte between the government and 
the collector is $43,269 04. 

From this sum certain deductions have been 
made, leaving a nett amount of $30,519 83, for 
which a suit has been commenced against Mr. Hoyt 
by order of the government. 

We publish three of the letters which will ex- 
plain the whole matter, so far as it is explained by 
this correspondence. 

U. S. district atloruey'soffice, N. York, Feb. 25, 1841. 

Sir: In connection with the suit commenced 
against you and your suretics, hy the United States, 
on your official bond, and of which you have doubt- 
less received notice by the service ol the process 
issued therein. I have becn instructed by the so- 
licitor of the treasury, pursuant to tbe special di- 
rection of the president to the secretary of the trea- 
sury, to require you either to pay into court or to 
place in some safe deposite in trust, to abide the 
event of the suit, the amount of the disputed 
charges in your accounts, as lately audited by tlie 
accounting officers; this requisition, however, not 
extending to certain disputed duties on forfeited 
goods, nor to the item of $1,350 90, for official ex- 
penses of markers. 

The gross amount of the disputed items in your 
acconnts, as stated in the documents received by 
me from the departinent, is $43,369 04 

From this sum deduct 
1. Amannt of disputed du- 

ties on forfeited goods, as 

alsn appears from those 


documents, $11,498 31 
2, Olficial expenses of mar- 
kers, 1.850 90 


$12,849 21 


$30,519 83 

And the balance, thirty thousand, five bundred 
and nineteen dollars and eighty-three cents, is the 
sum which I am instructed to reqnire you to pay 
into court, or deposite in trust as above mentioned. 
This requisition 1 now make; and beg leave to ask 
to it your immediate attention. 

Be pleased to acknowledge the receipt of this 
letter—and to inform me whether the requisition it 
contains will be complied with, and if so, 
the forms suggested, you propose to adopt. Tam, 
very respeetlully, your obedient servaut, 

Signed, B. F. BUTLER, U. S. district attorney. 
To Jesse Hoyt, colleclor of the port of N. York. 

Custom house, New York, Feb. 26th, 1841. 

Sir: Your letter of the 25th instant came to me 
at so late an hour of the day, that I bad not the op- 
portunity to reply to it then; nor have [ had the 
leisure to do so till this moment. You state sub- 
stantially that, “in connection with the suit cam- 
menced against me and my sureties by the United 
States on my official bond, and of which 1 had 
douhtless received notice, by the service of the 
process issued, that you had been instructed, by 
the special direction of the president to the seere- 
tary of the treasury, to require me either to pay 
into comt, or to place in. some sale deposite in 
trust, to abide the event of the suit, the amount of 
disputed charges in my accounts, as lately audited 
by the accounting officers.” The amount of the 
deposite required, you also state to be $30,519 83. 

in reply to this requisition, I have lo say: 

1. The suit yon reter to was commenced on Sa- 
turday, the 20th instant,of which 1 had notice from 
the marshal, as had also most of my sureties on the 
bond, I need not say with what suipriee that no- 
lice came to me, far you will probably appreciate 
it, when J inform you that my correspondence with 
the treasury department hal not closed, when the 
process was delivered to the marshal; and J should 
not, but for that proceeding, consider it now closed. 
It is then quite apparent that, by the legal proceed- 
ing referred to, all the mischief has been done me, 
that the natare of the case was susceptible of pro- 
ducing. 

2. ]t was five days after the cominencement of 
the suit against my sureties, that you called upon 
me to deposite the sum refericd. to, without Cx- 
plaining to tne the motive for such a request. 

If the mopnsition had been submitted, hefore the 
commencement of the suit against the sureties, to 
make the deposite for the eventual securily of the 
United States and such suit had it been confined, 
in ease of the deposite, to me alone, with the view 
of testing the legality of my claim, considerations 
would then have entered into the question which 
cannot now arise. 

3. As the object ol calling for a deposite, could in 
have only been lor 
the svemity of the United States. and os tly had. 
betore making such a call, v. ry nnexp: ciedly to 
ine, broken off the correspondence, and elected to 
resort to Lheir legal rights against ine and the suie- 


which of 
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ties, the perfect responsibility of whom to meet the, W 
ibted, I think I ought 
position the United States 
By which I mean, that, un- 
the subject, I decline mak- 


consequenees cannot be doi 
to leave the matter in the 
have chosen to put it. 
der the views I take of 
ing the depoaite. Very respectfully, 
(Signed) J. Hoyt, collecior. 
To B. F. Butler, esq. U. S. district ottorney, N. Y. 
Treasury department, 27th Feb, 18341. 

Sir: I am instructed by the president to inform 
you thathe has aceepted your resiznation of the 
office of colleetor—to take effect agreeable to its 
tenor, on your being duly notified of the appoint- 
ment of your successor. 

The notice wiil be given to yon by that succes- 
sor, soon as he is appointed and ready to euter on 
the duties of the office. Respectfully, 

(Signed) Levi Woopsury, 
Secretury of the treasury. 


Jesse Hoyl, esq. collector of New York. 


ARMY. 

One hundred and eighteen recruits sailed from N. 
York for Savannah a few days since, under the com- 
mar of lieut. William Muck, intended as a rein- 
forcement of the 7th regiment of infantry in Flo- 


tida, 

. florida. The Savannah Republican of the 7th 
instant supplies the following intelligence, in a let- 
ter dated: 


Fort Russell, E. F. March 2 

Gentlemen: Lh 
press starts for Pilatka, of the re- 
Indians this evening at Urange Creek, within three 
miles of this tort. Lieutenant Albertis, of the 2d 
regiment of infantry, who was detached hoin fort 
Russell soine few days siuce to garrison fort Brooke, 
about five miles distant, was startled about eleven 
o'cloek tliis morning by heariug the wild ery of the 
Indian bandits in the direction of 
Taking with him tw 
command, lieut. A. im 
and following the 
ed the Indians in 
Only three miles f 
the Indians, hent 


d, 1841. 


appearance of th« 


enty-four men of his small 
mediately left fort Brooke, 
direction of ihe eries, eneounter- 
foree at Orange Creek haininoek, 
rom fort Russell, On perceiving 
enaut Albertis opened a heavy fire 
upon them, which continued for au hour; but às the 
Indian force continued to increase, numbering about 
oie hundred, and. lieutenant Albertis having fired 
away all his ammunition, he was compelled to re- 
ireat back to foit Brooke, bearing with him five ot 
his men severely wounded, Having deposited the 
wounded in a block house, together with the females 
of the post, and established a guard with orders to 
fight or die should the post be attacked during his 
absence, lieutenant Albertis ugain issued torth ac- 
companied by only seventeen uen, with the deter- 
mination to eut bis way through the Indians in order 
to communicate with capt. Barnuin, the commander 
of fort Russell. 

On arriving once more at Orange creek, the In- 
dians emerged liom the liamniock and offered lieut. 
Albertis battle, in the broad pine harren, 
cer, with bravery almost unparallelle 
venteen men, again fought the ei 
hour, aud at tunes, although hemmed “in by him, 
niade lis way through the whole foree or Alex. 
Í ustenuggee to the post of Fort Russell, losing 
along the gauntlet of fire only one man. The com. 
Manding officer of Fort Russell nninediatcly left in 
pursuit of the enemy. Our wagons have already 
brought into Fort Russell, 2 killed—1 corporal and 
1 private—6 wounded— 1 sergeant, ] corporal and 
4 privates—and 1 is missing. 

Killed— Corporal Lang, company G, 
private Hook, company H, 2d intantry. 

Wonnded— Norman Luke, orderly ser eant, coin- 
pany K, 2d infantry; corporal Hanford, eompany 
K, privates Holmes, company K; Newton, do.; 

owden, do; Mc Quilling, do. 

Missing— Private Merck. 

The loss ot the enetoy cannot be ascertained, as 
the Indian warriors were seen to drag off their dead 
and wounded as fast as they fetl. Yet iny word for 
it, Alex. Tustenugzee at the head of his hundred 
Warriors, while contemplating his slain, cherishes 
at this moment feelings most bitter against lieut. AL- 
berüs and his “seventeen men? 

Ie. S. No Indian news from Tampa. The In- 
dians come in have not yet gone west. 


— 


THE NAVY, 

Promotions, by and wilh ihe consent 
The following named pa: 
lientenants; Robert E. Hoo 
James M. Lockert, fro: 
William T. Muse, from 29ih Deceinber, 1240. 

Wm. H. Brown, Charles Steedinan, 
Herndon, John P. Parker. John F, Bor 
Alden, jr. Augustus 


d, with only se- 
iemy nearly an 


2d infantry; 


of the senate 


asten to ipform you ere the ex | 


lort Russell. | 


That offi-: 


sed midshipinen to be 
e, from 17th Dee. 1310. 
n 2tst December, t840.— 


William L. 
den, James 
L. Case, Roger Perry, James 
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- Revere, Alexander M. Pennock. B. S. B. Dar- 
lington, George F. Emmons, Edward Middleton, 
Montgomery Lewis, George M. White, William S. 
Swann, Thomas T. Hunter, A. A. Holcomb, Guest 
H. Scott, Riehard Forrest, Levin Handy, David 
McDougal, Charles F, McIntosh, James W. Cook», 
C. F. M. Spotswood, Henry C. Flagg, Daniel F. 
Dulany, George L. Sellen, William H. Ball, Join 
F. Mercer, James E. Brown, Charles C. Barton, 
John J. B. Walbach, Oliver H. Perry, Charles W. 
Morris, Joshua Humphreys, Richard Backe, s 
Francis E. Barry, John B. Dale, Stephen Decatur, 
from the February, 1841. 

National cowrlesy. Captain Wilson, of the Bri- 
tish brig Woodbine, at Halitax 21th ult. fifty days 
from Annatto bay, via Matanzas, reports that he 
spoke, 10th ult, off the Isle of Pines, American Iri- 
gate Macedonian, captain Wilkioson, from Norfolk, 
lor Pensacola, who, seeing the Woodbine's crew in 
such sickness, put three men on board, and kept in 
company five days —during which time the surgeon 
of the [rizate was frequently sent on board. 

Materials. It is stated that we have at the various 
navy yaris throughout the country, materials for 
building 26 sail of the line, 40 fiigates, and a num- 
ber ol steamers. 

The United States ship Marion was affoat and 
perfectly free from water at Rio Janerio on the 22d 
| December. 

Seamen of the Delaware. The ship John Hale 
from Boston, arrived here on Saturday, with a draft | 
| of 219 seamen, under the command of lieuts. Bruce 
and Deas, fur the United States ship Delaware; and | 
about 30 more arrived on the same day, in eharge 
of lieut. McKean, from Philadelphia, via Baltimore, 
in the steainer Pocahontas. [Norfolk Herald. 

The sleamer Missowi. ‘The United States steam 
| frigate Missonri, building at the Brooklyn navy 
| yard, will be ready for service about the first of 
July. We understand that herarmament will con- 
sist of eight ten inch Paixhan guns, two of which are 
to be placed on swivel carriages on the forecastle, 
These destructive guns are considered as effective 
| as a full battery of the largest calibre. Her rigging, 
spars, &c. &c. will soon be ready to be placed on 
| board, and in earty summer we may see her making 
| her experimental tip. The engines, which are 
; building at Cold Spring, are nearly completed, and 
will be bronght down as soon as the state of the | 
navigation will perinit. [N. Y. Siandard. 

U. S. frigate Polomae on shore. According to the | 
New York Journal of Commerce, letters from Rio 
de Janeiro of 5th January, state that the U. States 
| frigate Potomac was on Shore in the River Plate, 
and some Ivars weie entertaioed that she could not 
be got off. Ramors were afloat that she bad 12 feet 
water 1n ber hold. 

Letters of the 8th say the accounts relative to 
the Potoinae had been somewhat exaggerated—she 
was still on shore, and had a pilot ou board when 
the accident happened, 

Later. A letter from the U. S. consul at Monte- 
video, of D-eember 30, states that vessels were 
sent to her relief from Buenos Ayres and Monte- 
video, on board of which all the heavy articles were 
placed, and that on the 24th she was got off “with. 
out having sustained the slightest injury.” 

The U. S. ship Cyane, arrived at Cadiz December 
25th irom Mahon, and sailed again on the 30th. 

Capt. Morgan took eommand of fhe navy yard at 
| Clailestown, on Friday last, and was received with 
the customary salute. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 
MAINE. . 

The legislature has iustrocted the hon. L. Wil- | 
liams to vote for the repeal of the sub-treasury, for | 
a national bank, for such a revision of the tatifl as 
shall furnish a revenue eqnal to the expenditures 
of the government, and ailord proteetion to Ameri 
can industry, and for an equal distribution of the 
proceeds of the public lands amoug the slates. 

Speriul election. Gov. Kent, of Maine, has ap- 
pointed tlie third Monday in March as the day fora 
special election of a member of congress froin the 


i 


| Gest Monday in November next, I 


laims were not consi- 
rhe and only reason—. 
e could gainsay or con- 


| effected —why their private e 
dered, lie chose to state tlie t 
one which no gentleman her 
trovert. pi 

His people were not a complaining 
they knew what was just and reasonab 
usually insisted upon it. He would say a ward 
with regard to New Hampshire, not in a Spirit of 
boasting, but to silence the scofls and taunts cf 
Weak men and wicked men—of buffoons and petty 
politicians, whose jests and slanders had found their 
way into the partisan press under the caption of the 
“dark eorners.” That which had drawn upon her 
reproach was precisely the distinguishing charac- 
teristic of Which every son worthy of ihe soil that 
gave him birth should be most proud—the sturdi- 
ness and inflexibility with which she had adhered 
to her politieal principles. In war, she had sent 
forth from her thousand hills vastly more than her 
proportion of men, with strong hands and stout 
hearts, to do battle for the common country; and, 
as then blood upon many a well-fought field, both 
in the revolution and the late war, would testify, 
they had not disgraced the land of their nativity. — 
In peace, she called her sons to the ballot-box to 
stamp the seal of her reprobation upon tbe misera- 
ble murmmery of eleetioneering shows, and to smile 
back defiance upon avy appeals made to them not 
snpported by truth and reason. 

«The dark corners!” She obnoxious to the charge 
of darkness and ignorance! He would not ask gen- 
tlemen to look at the number and condition oi her 
literary institutions of the highest class—at her 
sixty-three academies, in which the languages and 
the higher branches of education were taught, with 
nearly six thousand scholars—at her two thousanil 
common schools, all supported at the publie ex- 
peuse, with more than eighty-one thousand papils 
—at the cirenmstance that the means of education 
Was brought, as it were, to every man’s door—there 
being a place of public education to every one hnn- 
dred and thirty inhabitants; but he wonld statea 
single fact, ascertained by the late Cansus—it was 
this: that, with a population of 284,48] souls, there 
were only 927 persous over 20 years of age, foreign- 
ers included, within the limits of the state, who 
conl] not both read and write; and on that fact 
alone he wouid hold her up in the sunlight of her 
intelligence, He iustituted no comparisons, but he 
might safely challenge them from others. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Paupers. "The secretary of the commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, has laid before the legislature an 
abstract of the returns of the overseer of the poor 
tor 1840. The whole number of persons relieved, 
or supported, during the year, was 14,912. Of 
these, 4,271 were state paupers. Foreign paupers, 
3.178. Of the whole number, 8,287 were made 
paupers by intemperance in themselves or others, 
More than one hall the whole number! 

A whig state convention was held at Boston on 
Tuesday evening last, and John Davis nominated 
for governor and George Hull for lieut. governor — 


people; but 
le, and they 


Among tie resolutions, was the following, compli- 
mentary to the hon. Daniel Webster: 

Resolved, That as citizens of Massachusetts, we 
[vel bound to express our sincere gratification, that 
the course of events will place at the bead of the 
new cabinet an eminent citizen of our own com- 
toonwealth, whose loug publie life is illustrated by 
every act which can mark a patriot, and “in whose 
hands the prosperity of Massachusetts hag not been 
impaired, nor her honor tarnished,” and to whom 
we now tender this record of the solemn judgment 
of his constituents, 

RHODE ISLAND. 

A convention is to beheld in Rhode Island on the 
e or the purpose of 
forioinz a state constitution, This little state has 
existed since 1663 urder the colonial charter grant- 
ed by Charles II. The Providence Journal says 
that the commonwealth has “got ou” pretty com- 
fortably thus far, aud remarks it was strange that 
sneh a charter proclaiming perfect freedom jn ali 
“religious concernments,” and declaring the colony 


Kennehee distriet, in place of the hon. Geo. Evans, 
elected United States senator. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Education. In the course of a speech in the| 
honse of representatives on the 28th ult. upon the | 
subjeet of areform inthe post office department, | 
Mr. Pieice tock occasion to refer to the literary | 
charzete*of the state he in part represents, in wej 
following terms: 

Mr. P. said be had no intention whatever to re- 
fleet on the eourse of any gentleman. Ii was not 
lor kim to dictate; but when he was importuned 
froin day to day respeeting measures in which the 
people whoin he had the honor in part to represent 
were deeply interested —when they were continu- 
ally asking him why the post office reform was not 


to be “democratic,” a word most odious to kingly 
ears, should have been grauted “by one of the bi- 
gotted and prerogative exacting race of the Stuarts?” 
Whatever may have been the character of the 
other Stuarts, Charles the second was neither Di- 
gotted nor tyrannical; for lie was too careless and 
fond of pleasure to be either. It is questionable 
whether or not the “terry monarch” knew the 
| confents of the charter which he signed for the little 
| colony over the water. 
| The alterations proposed to be made by the con- 
vention relate chiefly to a change in the representa- 
tion, which in the lapse of time has beeome un- 
equal, and fo some new modification of tbe judici- 
ary. ( Bult, Amer. 
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CONNECTICUT. 

New Haven foreign trade and commerce for the 
year 1840. Exports, $531,128; imports, $247,889; 
amount of revenue accrued, $33,868 19. Ton- 
nage cleared, 14,906 tons; tonnage entered, 14,117. 
lt will be seen that the value of tbe exports 1s 
nearly double the amount of imports; showing a 
large balauce in favor of our merchauts, and their 
trade with the West Indies. [New Haven. Reg. 

School fund. This fund is now over two millions 
of dollurs, and nearly all productive. The state 
the present year pays out to schools one hundred 
and twenty thousand dollars; aud in addition to this, 
one-half of the interest arising on the deposite fund 
received from the United States, is appropriated for 
the support of common schools. 

NEW YORK. 

The total estimated amount of (axes lor 
the support of New York city far 1841 is $1,553,000. 
The heaviest items are—alinshouse, $250,000, be- 
sides $7,000 for charities; cleaning streets, £141,900; 
interest on city bonds and stock, $153,000; lamps 
aad gas, 120,000; watch, 233,000; public schools, 
$95,000; salaries, $60,000; registration of volers, 
$53,000; building docks and slips, $50,000; fire de- 

artment, $15,000; roads aud avenues, 35,000; po- 
lice, $35,000; courts, $410,000; county conlingen- 
cies, $30,000, 

Bank sufety fund. The New York Express says: 
« By the failure some short time since of a bank in 
Buffalo, a fact is disclosed that strikes at the foun- 
dation ol the safety fund, and renders the security 
in that system almost worthless to the bill-holders. 
The object of tbe law was, that the contribution 
made by all the banks to this fund should accumu- 
late to such an amount that, whenever any bank 
failed, the bill-holders should be perfectly secare.— 
By the construction ol the law, that fund is held 
subject to making up all deficiency there may be in 
any bank, whether circulation, deposites, or other 
debts. Tbe amount of the safety fond, if it was all 
called in, would be bnt $162,775 73. If, therefore, 
any considerable bank should break, this sum might 
not pay twenty-five per cent. of the deposites and 
circulation. The public, we are persuaded, never 
intended that the bill-holders were to be placed in 
this predicament. The bank commissioners have 
stated the evil effects of this law, and have urged 
upon the legislature the repeal of all the provisions 
except that which protects the bill holder. This is 
a just course, and one which ought to meet the ap- 
probation of the publie. A number of petitions to 
the legislature to amend the law so as to protect the 
bill-holders only, are in circulation, which we trust 
will receive the signatures of the publie generally.” 

NEW JERSEY. 

The hon. William L. Dayton, one of the associate 
judges of the supreme court of New Jersey, has re- 
sigued. 


Taxes. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Gov. Porter re-rominated. The democratic con- 
vention which assembled at Harrisburg, on the 4th 
inst. nominated gov. PORTER, a3 their candidate lor 
governor. À committee of three was appointed to 
wait upon and inform him of his nomination for re- 
election, who returned and reported that the go- 
vernor accepted the nomination, and returned his 
sincere thanks to the convention for the honor thus 
conferred upon him. 

The bill for the establishment of an insane asylum 
which had passed both branchess of the legislature, 
bas received the sanction of the governor, and is 
now a law. 

DELAWARE. 

Banks. The legislature have voluntarily suspend- 
ed the provision of the bank charters of the state, 
requiring them to pay twelve percent. interest for 
retusing to pay their notes in specie. 

MARYLAND. 

The legislature ol Maryland adjourned on Wed- 
nesday the 10th inst. that being the time designa- 
ted by the constitution far the adjournment every 
secomd year. It is stated that tlie. governor wili 
issue his proclamation for convening an exlra ses- 
sion of the legislature on the 21th March iust.— 
The object of the call of the extra session is to per- 
fect the tax bill, to provide ways and means, aud to 
consider the question as to the completion of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal. 

VIRGINIA. 

United Slutes senator. ‘The following were the 
votes for the U. S. senator Irom Virginia: 

There were two ballotings, at boll ot which itre- 

uired 82 to eiect. 

First ballot. W. S. Archer, whig 84; wW. MW. 
Roane, Van Bureu 76; John Robertston, whig d; 
R. E. Scott, whig 1; J. S. Pennebacker, Van Bu- 


ren). 

Second ballot. Mr. Roane withdrawn. W. S. 
Archer, whig 82; W. IL. Roane, Van Buren 50; 
Jobn Robertston, whig 12; Thomas W. Giluer, 
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whig 7; J. W. Jones, Van Buren 4; J. Y. Mason, 
Van Buren 4; J. W. Pegram, whig 2; J. C. Bruce, 
whig 1; J. McDowell, Van Buren 1. 

KENTUCKY. 

Adjourned. The legislature of Kentucky ad- 
jouined on the 18th ult. baving passed more than 
five hundred acts and resolutions, of which, accord- 
ing to the Yeoman, very few are of any general 
importauce. 

MISSISSTPPI, 

The legislature ot Mississippi adjourned on the 
6th instant, A law was passed fixing 6 per cent. 
as tbe legal rate of interest, except in cases of spe- 
cial agreeroent for a different rate. The treasury 
warrants issued prior to Ist January, 1841, are to be 
funded, aud will bear an interest of 5 per cent. but 
are not to be received in pay went af taxes. Those 
berealter issued will bear no interest, but will be 
received for taxes. Uheinterestdue in July next will 
not be paid. 

The whig state convention of Mississippi, have 
nominated the following ticket. For governor— 
David O. Shattuck, ol Carroll. For congress— 
Adam L. Bingamaa, of Adams; Wm. R. Harley, 
of Marshall. For secretary ol state—Lewis G. Gal- 
loway, of Holmes. Forauditor of publie accounts— 
James M. Downs, of Hinds. For state treasurer— 
Wia. G. Crawley, of Perry. For attorney general— 
Robert Hughes, of Hinds. 

INDIANA. 

Ex-governor, Noah Noble, was elected by the 
legislature, fand commissioner of Indiana, on the 
13th alt. 

A gentleman in New Yoik, trom Indiana, states 
in a letter to the editors of the Courier and En- 
quirer that the legislature of that state has made 
ample arrangeioeuts for the permanent payment ot 
the interest due on bond and state debt, by levying 
a tax of torty cents ou the handred dollars, on real 
and personal estate, and this, it is thought, in con- 
junction with the seventy-five cents poll tax, bank 
dividends, and sinking fund, will be auiply sufficient 
to meet all demands. 

Cross evi canal, The bill which had been passed 
by the legislature of Indiana, to let the Cross Cut 
canal to au association of individuals, who are to 
bind themselves to complete it within 18 months 
from the date of their contract, and who take their 
pay in six per cent. bonds having 30 yeaisto run— 
has received the executive signature, and becoine a 
law. 

LOUISIANA. 

The number of salaried officers paid by the state 
of Louisiana, and the ainount of the salary allowed 
to each of them are as lollows. The salary paid to 
the governor is a more princely sum than is paid in 
any state in the anion: 

1 Governor, $7,500; 1 secretary of state, $2,500; 
| attorney general, $3,000; t Treasurer, 556,000; 1 
surveyor general, $399; 1 adjutant general, $4,000; 
1 auditor on auction sales, $4,000; 5 judges ot su- 
prere court, 325,006; 1 secretary of senate, $3,500; 
1 clerk house ol representatives, $3,500; t judge 
criminal court, $4,000; t judge commercial court, 
$5,000; 1 judge Ast district court, $4,500; 9 district 
judges, $27,000; 10 district attorneys, $10,000; 1 
reporter decisions of supreme court, $1,200; 3 
clerks snpreine court, $1,000; I interpreter crimi- 
ual court, 52,500; t clerk criminal court, 52,000; 
l state librarian, $600; 1 cleik „treasurer's ollice 
$1.200. - 

Bourd of public works. 1 President, $3,000; 1 
civil engineer, $38,000; 3 superintendants, $4,400: 
] Secretary, 1,500; oificers of the state penitentia- 
ry, $20,000. Total expense of civil list $49,700. 

ILLINOIS. 

Bonks. The St. Louis Bulletin of the 13th ult. 
says: We understand the lilinois bank suspended 
specie payments on last Thinrsday. 

MISSOURI. 

Legislature, The St. Louis Gazette of the 19th 
e says: The legislature of tliis state lias adjourn- 
ed. 

The anti-insurance company bill was rejected in 
the senate, by a majority of five. 

The currency till was referred to the legislalure 
of 1813. 


MICIIIGAN. 

Public land. Yt appears fiom a statement in the 
Western Parmer, Detrtot, that there are 30,315,391 
acres of government land still. unsold in that state. 
Sold 9,159,898 acres, and 11,452,034 acres have not 
been surveyed. Of the niue 1uillioys sold and 
taxable, only six millions are taxed, or returned as 
taxable; of the six millions asscssed, over two- 
thirds is retuned Jor the non payment of taxes. 

FLORIDA, 

The Van Dureniles of Fio ida have nominated | 

D. Levy. as their caudidate fordetezate to congress. 


Charles Downing, the preseat delegate, is also a | emption rig 


a candidate, and will be supported by tlie whigs. 


DEBATE ON THE PROSPECTIVE PRE 


mentator are fully sustained by the conclusive au- 


EMPTION BILL. 
In senute, January, 14 and 15. 
[MR. SMITH’s SPEECH CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 6.] 
The doctrines here laid down by the learned com- 


thoritics to which he »efers, and sustain the two 
positions for which I contend. 

First. That the power over the subject of natu- 
ralization is vested in congress, and is denied to the 
states, and is consequently exclusive. And, second- 
ly, that no state can create an alien a citizen of such 
state, as, by that means, such person wonld in ef- 
fect become a citizen ol every other state. 

1 have thought proper, Mr. President, to place 
this matter distinctly before the country that it may 
be understood, especially as it has been raised in 
this debate, and different views have been presented 
by distinguished senators. 

Lt will be my purpose, lor a few moments, to call 
back the attention of the senate to the pre-emption 
bill at the point. where we left it. The objections 
to a pre-emption bill, so far as lean understand 
them, are, first, that such a bill encomiages persons 
to leave the old states and settle in tlie new, To 
this I would say, that surely senators would not 
deprive their breilnen of the privilege of bettering 
their condition iu hfe if they think proper to do so. 
We are all in pursuit ol happiness, and if any por- 
tion of the citizens of the old states are willing to 
leave the komes of their fathers and migrate to the 
west in search of a better home, hard would be that 
heart that would prevent them; and harder still 
would be the heart of those who would not receive 
thera with open arms. Ours is a common country, 
and let us never forget that neither our affections lor 
each otlier nor our love of country should be sepa- 
1ated by geographical boundaries or state lines. 

Secondly. It is objected that the priuciple grants 
exclusive privileges to a class of men who rush in 
advance of eivilizatian and seize upon the publie 
property, and it lias even beeu suggested that they 
might he restrained by the aclion of the govern- 
ment. Lo this [ would say, that legislation should 
always adapt itself to the condition of affairs. We 
inst look at things as they are, and not as they 
might be supposed to be, or we legislate for a snp- 
posed and not a real state of things. That spirit of 
enterprise and discévery which is characteristic of 
the Anglo Saxon race—that spirit tbat animated the 
pilgnims, and the first settlers of Jamestown—that 
spuil that prampted a Boon, a Clark, and a Ken- 
ton to penetrate the western wilds and encounter 
and overcome the perils that surrounded them— 
that spirit which fired the eaily settlers of the west, 
induced them to leave the peaceful homes of their 
fathers, and brave the savage rifle and tomahawk, 
to settle a new conntry—1 say that same spirit is 
impelling our people onward; the tide that com- 
menced rising and Mowing west from the shares of 
the Atlantic is still rolling on, and can only be ar- 
rested by the waves of the Pacific. Our people are 
already settling beyond the Roeky niountains, and 
ina few yeas more there will be a uation of vur 
citizens iù that region. You need not talk of arrest- 
ing this spirit; it forms a noble trait in our character, 
and it should be provided for. The privileges granted 


are those of selecting, occupying, cultivating and 
paying tor at the winuanin price, a quarter section 
of government land, securing to the settler the [ruits 
of bis own industry in exclusion of all others. It is 
said that these lands, if sold at publie auction, would 
bring a higher price than the mininum. ‘This may 
be so in many cases; but here again we wust look 
at the matter in its true light. I eansider the pre- 
emption laws merely declaratory of the custom or 
common law ol the settlers. If you make youe 
publie sales, aud put up lands thas improved, the 
settler will become the prichaser at the minimum 
wice. No one will bid against bin; no honest man 


property of his neighbor, 


woull take fiom a poor man the improvements he | 


had made on a piece of fand, and no dishonest man 
would dare to do it, Previaus to a sale ali the sct- 
tlers in the district have a pertect understanding 
that each is to have the piece of land he lives upon, 
and they wall neither bid against each other, nor 
will any other peison risk the cousequences of tak- 
ing fiom any oue his improvements by purchasing 
lus lot of land. Sir, who could do it? Who would 
dare to do i Whose couscience would suffer him 
todo it? And here let me answer a position as- 
sumed by the senator from North Carolina, (Mr. 
Maneeat), he spoke of the bowie knife and the 
rifle setiling the question of pre-emption between | 
the settlers themselves. 1 know the senator wonld 
hot wake the statement, unless he believed (hat the 
consequencrs he fears wonld giow out of such con- 
flicts; but let i.e assure him he is wholly mistaken, 
One pre einpter has just as much regard for the pres 
ht of another as he bas ler the personal 
or as the citizen lands 
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holder of the old states has for the realestate of 
others to which he has no claim of title; or, in other 
words, the occupancy and cultivation of laud by a 
settler secures to him the right to purchase that 
land, in exclusion of every other settler, as effectu- 
ally, by the custoin of the settlers, as if pre-emption 
laws guarded his claim. I may here be asked why 
pass a pre-emption law then? My answer is the 
same that would be given to the passage of a decla- 
ratory statute: to leave no doubt on the subject in the 
miod of any, and to provide tor a possible case that 
might occur. While I am on this point, I must say 
one word as lo the general character of these pio- 
neers. I may be pardoned for supposing that I have 
had some opportunities of judging that some sena- 
tors who have spoken have not. More than twenty 
years of my life have been spent on the frontier, 1 
have seen my state in her infaney, with the fairest 
and largest portion of her territory in tlie possession 
of the Indians. I have seen her pass through the dif- 
ferent graduations of improvement, until she has 
arrived at her present high grade in the comparison 
with her sisters, I have seen the first rude hut, the 
first log. cabin, erected by the first occupant of the 
wilds of what is now the most beautiful and highly 
improved portions ofiny state. 1 have seen, heard 
and conversed with the caly settler, and let ine as- 
sure senators lie is the last man that wonld williugly 
do injustice to his country, and the very first, in 
times of peril, to hare his manly bosom aud neive 
his strong arın in her defence; and although he may 
be as rough and as rude as his own log tenemeni, 
his heart beats with patriotic emotions ior his coun. 
try; he is a warm friend, a kind neighbor, ever hos- 
pitahle to shangers, and, still beiter, an honest man; 
his poverty and his enterprise, with the hope of bet- 
tering his condition, and providing for his family, 
stimulate him to leave his old friends, the homes 
aud the graves of those who are dear to him, plunge 
into the wilderness, and undergo the petils and de- 
privations incident to the settlement of a new conn- 
try. Do you ask. me where is the evidence of his 
industry and usefulness? Į answer you by pointing 
to the west. Go there aud see for yourselves— let 
the great west answer for the emigrant. 

1 have, Mr. President, a single remark 
upon a question arising out 
ticular bill before the sen 
granting prospective pre-e 
ously opposed, as bein 


laws on (he subject; as 


to make 
of a principle of the par- 
ate. The principle of 
mptions has been strenu- 
g a departure from previous 
holdiüg out a bounty ia ad- 
vance, for settlement. As tothe fust of these po- 
sitions, I must say that a prospective pre-einption is 
touch more justifiable than a Tetiospective one. The 
ease stated, in iny opinion, seltles the question. In 
the case ofa retrospective pre-emptiou, you justify 
a trespass actually committed on the public lands, 
and grant to the trespasser the benefit of the pre- 
emption law, for you have a law in fall force tde- 
claring it to be a trespass to enter upon these lands, 
destroy the tiinber, take stone, or coinmit other acts 
inconsistent with the rights of the government. In 
the other case you justily no trespass. but by law 
grant the privilege to the actual settler. ‘The se- 
cond position assumed I answer by saying that such 
has been the practice of the government for a series 
ol years; thal the stimulus ereated by a prospective 
pre-emption law would not be perceptible. The 
settler relies with full confidence on the security of 
his right of pre-emption, either by a retrospective 
law, such as we have been in the habit of passing 
for his benefit, or the custom or common law of set- 
ters, of which I have spoken. I dismiss this part 
ol the subject with the single additional remark, 
that, as pre-emption laws have been passed, as they 
have not been productive of any visible public in- 
Jury, and as. that portion of our fellow citizens for 
whose benefit they are passed confide in their conti- 
nuance, I see no hinpronnety in the measure if suf- 
ciently guarded, 
Having noticed the graduation and pre-emption 
principles, I must proceed to the examination of the 
bill of the senator from South Carolina, (Mr. CAL- 
HOUN), called the cession bill. It is not inv ur- 
pose to diseuss the whole details ol the bill, but to 
inerely state some af the prominent objections to it, 
at least those objections that have satisfied my mind 
that it onght not to become a law. 1 have already 
stated that I fully concurred with that senator in 
the importance and magnitude of the subject, and 
the propnety ot its arrangement, so as to rid eon- 
Gress ot the subject, if possible. In these points the 
senator and myself agree, but, in the remedy he 
proposes, we totally disagree. I have already show- 
ed that his bill only covers the land in nine states, 
amounting, in the aggregate, to only 160,000,000 
acres out of ten hundred milliona, the whole quauti- 
ty; hence the apparent inadequacy of the proposed 
Measure to remove the difficulties of the present 
system. But I desire to pursue this matter further, 
and show the gross inequality of the measure as ap- 


plied to the nine new states. The senator from S. 
Carolina, (Mr. Presron), touched this point, in 
his remaiks the other day, in his usual able man- 
ner, and has relieved me fiom the necessity of go- 
ing so much at large into it as I would otherwise 
have done. I hold in my hand a table prepared for 
the committee on public lands, and appended by 
that committee to the report on the bill I am now 
discussing, without, it seems, even noticing the 
glaring inequality presented by it. Sir, I present 
the table to the senate, it is an important document, 
essential to a coirect understanding of the position I 
am exainining. 
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By an examination of this table, the great diver- 


sity 1n (he condition of tbe nine new states will ap- 
pear ina glaring light. I will take tlie two states 
of Indiana and Arkansas to illustrate the idea. The 
aggregate ol the whole of the public lands that 
Indiana contained, as estimated by the table, was 
20,629,359 acres, of this quantity there have been 
sold 15,158,702 acres; granted to the state and in- 
dividuals, for ali purposes, 1,074,163 acres; unsold, 
including lands unsurveyed, 4,396,494 acres; the 
purchase money received by the general govern- 
ment into the national treasury from the sale of the 
15,155,702 acres is $19.326.301. The quantity ot 
land in Arkansas is 31,468,910 acres. Of these 
there have been sold 2,464,710 acres, granted to the 
state and individuals fo all purpozes 976,896 acres, 
and there rema'n unsold 28,027,304 acres. The 
United States have received for the sale of these 
2,464,710 acies the sum of $3,110,897. Indiana 
contains a population of near 700,000 souls, and 
Arkansas a population of about 100,000 souls. 
Thus stand the two states. Now let us see the ap- 
pheation of the principles of the bill of the senator 
froin South Carilina to these two states. Here 
stands Indiana with her 700,000 souls, having paid 
into the national treasury the sun of $19,326,301 
lor the lands already sold, receiving under the bill 
her thirty-five per cent. of the proceeds of the re- 
Inaining 4,896,494, wbiie Arkansas, with her 
100,000 souls, having paid into the national treasu- 
ry only 3.110.897, would receive her thirty-five per 
cent. of her 28,027,204 acres, subject to like charges. 
So that Arkansas, containing the smaller popula- 
tion, and having paid the least money into the na- 
tional treasury, wonld receive greatly the most in 
the dividend. I might vun. cut the idea, and push 
the argument on this point, but as my object is 
brevity, aud as I have much yet to say, I will pass 
to the consideration of another view of the sub- 
ject, believing that I am understood by the senate. 

Ta presenting another view of the subject, Imay 
be permitted to contrast the benefits to the new 


states supposed by the friends of the bill to be con- 
ferred by it with those arising from the distribution 
plan, which is its antagonist measure, And in this 
point of view, I am prepared to show that even 
Arkansas, one of the inost favored states, would be 
wuch the gainer by the distribution bill even in a 
pecuniary point of view, if she had as much In- 
dian title to extingish as Michigan, and confining it 
exclusively in the esticate to the lands lying in 
Arkansas. |f I sustain this position, it follows that 
there is not a single state in the union, holding land 
subject to the extinguishment of Indian title, that 
could take the measure without a great pecuniary 
saciifice as a substitute for the distribution bill. 
Senators may think I am venturing upon bold 
ground, and I am very sure the senator from Sonth 
Carolina, in iny eye, helieves that the position can- 
not be maintained; but let him hear me answer the 
argument giowing out of a stateinent of the case, 
for, fortunately for me, the case is not to be made 
oat by argument; the proot hes in the statement of 
the facts of the case. Arkansas, by the bill of the 
senator from South Carolina, would receive thirty- 
five per cent. upon the sales of her unsold lands. 
ne will receive, as the law now stands, five per 
cent which is taken from her by the bill and includ- 
ed in the thirty-five per ceut.; this leaves ber thirty 
percent. "The distribution bill gives her twelve 
and one-half per cent. and leaves her in possession 
of her five percent. making seventeen and one- 
hali per cent.; and then gives her her proportion, 
inthe ralio of representation, of the other eighly- 
two and one-half per cent. which would raise the 
agaicgafe amount to be received by the state to 
over twenty per cent. without any expense of the 
land system, or the extinsuishinent of Indian title, 
leaving, at this stage of the calculation, less than 
ten per cent. in favor of Mr. Carnowun’s bill. For 
this ten per cent. ihe state wonld be compelled io 
pay the expenses of the land system, the Surveys, 
the sales of the land, and the exlinguishinent of the 
Indian title; for the provisions in the bill are: 

"This cession, together with the portion of the 
sales to be retained by the states respectively under 
the provisions of this act, shall be in lull of the five 
per cent. fund, or any part. thereof not already ac- 
crued to any state; and the said states shall be cx- 
clasively hable for all charges that may hereafter 
arise fiom the surveys, sales and managment of the 
public lands and extinguishment of Indian title 
within the limits of said states respectively,” 

Now, sir, can any senator say that the state could 
do all that is 1equired of her for the ten per cent.? 
or would any state accept of such a proposition in 
lieu of the distribution hill, if both were presented? 
lt may not be amiss to look a little farther into the 
cost of this matter, or, as in the case of Buinble, 
the beadle, to examine (he spoons, and see if they 
are the pure stuff. What is included in the extin- 
guishment of Indian title? My eye has been turn- 
ed a httle to that matter, and tbere may be some 
ilems that even some of the senators from the new 
states now favoring this bill have not considered. 1 
will name some of thera for the consideration of the 
senate. ‘The costs or expense of extinguishing In- 
dian title include the expense of holding the treaty, 
jincluding ithe support of the Indians in their en- 
|¢ampment and in council; the costs of tbe commis- 
sion to hold the treaty; the price given for the 
lands; the removal of. tbe Indians west; the pur- 
chase ot lands for them for their new homes; their 
support in their new position for at least a year; the 
expense of a commission to investigate claims 
against them; for all these enter into the considera- 
tion of modern treaties, Would ten per cent. pay 
these expenses? Let one of the states try it, and, 
my word for it, such state will be largely minus in 
the account. Then, sir, the bill is clearly delusive 
to the new states, most certainly not so intended 
by ihe distingushed mover, for I give bim full credit 
for good faith to those states; but it seems to me he 
has uot done justice to his strong and vigorous 
inind, by bringing it to bear fully upon the subject, 
or lie would not have presented this bill as just to 
all, or especially beneficial to any of the new states, 

There is, however, another view of the question 
which should settle the matter beyond controversy. 
The argument I have introduced has been confined 
toan examination of the bill with reference to the 
lands lying in the states. This is a very circum- 
scrihed view of ihe case. I so intended it,as it 
covers only one hundred and sixty millions of acres 
out of the ten hundred millions of acres. But still 
it must not be forgotten that wbile the bill of the 
senator from Sonth Carolina confines itself to the 
oue hundred and sixty millions of acres, the distri- 
bation measure covers the whole, and distributes, 
not only the proceeds of the one hundred and sixty 
millions, but also of the residue of the teo hundred 
millions; and while the cession bill establishes tle 
principle that so soon as a state is admitted into the 
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union the lands must be ceded, the other continues 
the distribution. Without, therefore, going into the 
great variety of important questions which have 
been discussed by others relative to the power aud 
expediency of the amendment of the senator from 
South Carolina, I am compelled to arrive at the con- 
clusion that it is my duty to vote against it; and il 
it should pass and become a law, and the question 
shall be put to me whether the proposition should 
be accepted by my state, I should have to answer 
in the negative. 

I have now, Mr, President, arrived at that point of 
the argument when it becomes necessary to discuss 
ibe main subjeet before us: I mean the proposed 
amendinent of the senator from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Critrenpex). [Here Mr. Merrick asked Mr. 
Sm{rruH to give way lor a motion fo adjown. Mr.8. 
having spoken over an hour and a hall, aud il being 
late in the evening, the senate adjourned]. 

At the moment of the adjournment, Mr. President, 
on yesterday, 1 had arrived at what seemed to me 
to be tbe main qnestion before the senate. 1 had 
said soinething about the graduation and pre-emption 
bills and their kindred subjects. I had attempted 
to examine some of the provisions of the bill of the 
senator from South Carolina. f had admitted the 
importance ol the question before us, and I had 
urged the great importance and the urgent necessi- 
ty of placing this whole matter on the basis of a 
judicious compromise. Commencing, therefore, at 
the point where my remarks were arrested, (for I 
shall avoid repetition as much as possible), I will 
proceed to give my views upon ihe question ol dis- 
tribution, in which it will be my purpose to show 
why it is, in my opinion, entitled to my support, 
and to answer some of the objections that had 
been urged against it. The senator from Arkan- 
sas (Mr. SEVIER), alluded to this subject the 
other day, and I confess l was rather disappoint- 
ed in his course of remarks: 1 did expect and 
ldid hope to hear that senator discuss the merits 
of the proposition. I was anxious to hear his 
views, for they are usually marked with a strong 
vein of common sense and practical illustration. 
The senator, however, declined ine arquinent, and 
contented himself with saying thal the measure was 
dead, and by telling us that the senator froin Mis- 
souri (Mr. BENTON) liad killed it. Yes, says the 
senator from Arkansas, the senator from Missouri 
murdered it as sooo as it was introduced. I hope 
the senator did not mean to charge the inalice alore- 
thought, which is a constituent of the crime of tech- 
nical murder. [Mr. SEVIER said yes, sir.] . 

Well, Mr. President, I have only to say that, while 
malice is essential to constitute a killing murder in 
ihe eye of the law, itis not so essential inthe com- 
position of a legislator. We should meet the qnes- 
tions that are presented for our consideration with 
ealmness and deliberation. I do not say that the se- 
nator {rom Missouri did not so discuss this question: 
Lam merely replying to the remark of the senator 
from Arkansas. 

It so happens that I differ entirely with the sena- 
tor from Arkansas in the assumption that he has 
indulged in, that the proposition of distribution is 
either killed or murdered. Sir, that proposition is 
not dead, but liveth; and, let me tell senators 
who think that it is dead, that they will find it not 
only living, but that it is destined to become the 
law of the land, and that, too, before many more 
sessions of congress shall have passed by. Itshould, 
in my opinion, long since have been the law. 
the bill that was introduced by the senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Chay), and which passed congress 
duing the administration of general Jackson, bad 
become the law, it would have been a most valnable 
measure [or the whole union, and espec.ally for ny 
state; and F assure you, sir, while many of the ad- 
herents of general Jackson still sustained him, it 
was for other reasous than his opposition to the dis- 
tribution bill, The same measure is now belore us, 
and I shall give it my hearty support; and not iike 
my Iriend from Arkansas. ] shail not content my- 
self with a mere expression of opinion. I desire my 
state to see the distinet grounds of my support, for I 
have no sentiment 1o conceal on this or any other 
measure, 

First. I support the bill heeause it is the only 
compromise measure upon which all can unite, und 
which, with proper provisions, will do ainple justice 
to both the old aud the new states. The tuterest ol 
tlie new states will be aply protected, and the 
rights of the old states will be maintained in the 
distribution of the fund. The dilliculties spoken of 
by the senator froin South Carolina, as arising from 
the present system, will be paitially obviated, and 
the voice of discontent hetween the new slates and 
the old, growing out of the subject, will be forever 
hushed, Instead of making the bill expire by ils 
own limitation ina lew years, I would make ita part 
of the permanent land system. 


i 
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Secondly. [support it as a western measure. Yes, 
sir, as a western measure; and especially as a meas- 
sure called for by the best interest of my state. He 
inust have been blind to the administration of puolic 
affairs for the last few years, who has not seen the 
tendency of the government to draw the money troin 
tlie west, tbrough the land offices and iinpost duties, 
and expend it elsewhere. I heard the senator from 
Tennessee, (Mr. ANDERSON), who addressed the 
senate the other day upon this point, with great sa- 
tisfaction. The noble stand he took, and the inde- 
pendence with which he announced his views, coin- 
mand my unqualified approbation. During the last 
three years the table of expenditures will show 
that the expenses of the administration have been 
$99,885,730. 

Thus, in 1823, $40,127,218 
1839, 31,815,000 

1840, 26,645,512 

Now, haw much of this fund has been expended 
in the west? how mach in the northwest? Let the 
friends of the northern harbors answer, let the 
friends of the Cumberland road and the friends to 
the improvement of the navigation of western rivers 
answer. Notadollar of this vast sum was appro- 
priated to the protection of lake commerce; not a 
dollar to the improvement of the navigation of the 
western rivers. The imposition on the commerce 
of the Ohio by the obstruction of the navigation, 
and the consequent high tarit! of tolls at the falls, 
still reinains. The Cumberland road, that great 
western measure, the construction of which was 
commenced under the auspices of Mr. Jetlerson and 
continued through the subsequent adininistrations 
to the present, has been suffered to sink into astate 


lof dilapidation, decay and ruin, 1 talked the other 


day with a contractor for carrying the mail in my 
state on this road, and he told ine he would have fo 
abandon his contract at all hazards. He said it 
would ruin him to try to go on, for the mail was so 
very heavy that be could carry ro passengers; and 
so soon as the frost was ont in the spring, it world be 
impossible for four of the best horses he could get 
to travel more than two miles an hour upon it, and 
even then they would swamp or mire down at the 
worst places, and have to be raised ‘by rails or levers. 
And yet, sir, out of your expenditure of near one 
hundred millions of dollars in the last three years, 
pot one dollar could all the entreaties and arguments 
we could use obtain. 1 saw the tendency of the 
doctrines that have left ns in our present condition 
lorcibly exemplified at the last session. Aller every 
proposition that had been introduced favorable to 
the western objects whieh I have named had been 
voled down, and it was declared by a distinguished 
senator (Mr. Catuoun) that our appropriations 
had been dried up, a proposition was introduced to 
appropriate #$0,000 to the cominenceinent ofa new 
work at Pensacola, on the Gulf of Mexico: the 
same senators that voted against the Cumberland 
road voted for the Pensacola work, it being op the 
seaboard. And even at this session, when my friend 
the senator from lilinois (Mr. Young) introduced 
a hill making a small appropriation lo the Cumber- 


! land road, and proposed to let it remain on the or- 


deis without reference, the senator 
(Mr. 


€ from Alabama 
Crary) objected, and wished the committee to 


| iuquire into the propriety of borrowing moncy ler 


this road; and yet Lum greatly mistaken if the saine 
senator did not vote for the Pensacola appropriation 
when the government was borrowing money, with- 
out ever putting that question to lumselt. lintio 
duce this, uot so much for the purpose of complain- 
ing as to show the tendency of mordern coctrines, 
aud the propriety, on our part, of providing for 
contingencics. Not that [ have any disposition to 
give up the Cumberland 10ad or the lake harbors; 
far from it: I expect to urge them upon the consi- 
deration of congress so long as I am honored wish 
aseatiu this body. I hope, however, to see the 
Cumberland road provided for in the final. adjust- 
ment of the land quest 
congress. Tt was originally connected with it, and 
1 shall contend for the continuance of the connexion. 
By the distribution, at feast a portion of the money 
tbat is drawn from us will be returned to our peo- 
ple annually. The vivilying influence of these an- 
nual returns will be felt in every part of the union, 
bul more especially in the west, which is, by the 
modern doctrines, in. effect. cut off trom a partici- 
pation in the benefits of a national treasury, so far 
as direct appropilations are concerned. I canspeak 
lor my own stale. I know that liershare of the dis- 
tribution will be most acceptable to her, circimn- 
stanced as she is. And as it is in her right, I feel it 
to be iny duly, as her representative, to urge the 
measure by my voice as well as by my vote, 

At the moment the senator from Kentueky intro- 
duced bis amendment, the senator from Missouri, 
(Mr. Liny), intimated an intention ef moving an 
amendment to the proposition of distribution, to ap- 


ion at the nexl session of 


propriate the land funds to the navy and national 
defences exclusively. T suppose he meant the de- 
fences of the western frontier, a3 ihat subject lies 
near his heart. [Mr. Linn, fiom his seat, said, no, 
sir; the eutire national defences.] The senator 
from South. Carolina (Mr. CALHOUN) catching at 
the proposition, but understanding it to be confined 
to the navy alone, took the occassion to. thank the 
senator from Missouri for his magnanimity, and 
spoke in strains of enlozy and bigh commendation 
of the project. This is but carry ing out the policy 
which I have stated has given the government ap- 
propriations a salt water tendency; but, sir, as a 
Western senator, Y eaunot sustain either of these 
propositions; and, let me not be misunderstood: there 
is no one here who would go further to sustain the 
nation in all necessary appropriations for these ob- 
jects; but let the funds necessary for the purpose 
not be taken exclusively from the west; let not (he 
door be closed forever to a return to us of some part 
ol the money that is abstracted from us by the con- 
tinual drain of the public laads upon the pockets of 
our citizens. I confess that the two propositioos, 
coming from the quarter they do, are somewhat 
alarming to those who hope to see a return to the 
west of a portion of the proceeds of the publie lands. 
‘The objects named belong to the general charge; 
they are strictly national, and let the nation cherish 
them: for, should the time come when our patriot- 
ism and devotion to our country shall call upon us in 
the west to act with our brethren in the defence of 
our common country, by land or by sea, tbey have 
in the past a sufficient guaranty for the future. 

Thirdly. 1 sustain the proposition because a com- 
promise iounded upon it will not unsettle the land 
system, but preserve itin an improved form, while 
all the diilerent interests represented can harmonize. 
On the other hand, the etiect of the bill of the se- 
nator [rom S. Carolina will be to unsettle the land 
system, create the relation al debtor and creditor be- 
tween the general government and the states, and 
produce conflicts arising oul of our Indian relations. 

The distribution bill will also go far to equalize 
the states who have received public lands for various 
purposes. The senator trom Michigan, (Mr. Nor- 
VELL), has repeatedly introduced this subject, 
claiming, upon equitable principles, that the other 
new states should be brought up to the standard of 
Ohio, that has received more of the public land than 
any other new state. This bill will accomplish that 
object, il it does not exceed it. The 124 per cent. on 
the unsold lands in Michigan, being over 21.000,000 
acres, woula bring that state more than even with 
Ohio. Michigan has received 969,759 acres, Ohio 
has received 1,842,911 acres—itlerence 873,102 
acres; 123 per cent. or 1-Stli of the nnsold lands in 
Michigan would be over 2,500,000 while the 124 
per cent. on the 2,000,000 acres unsokl in Ohio 
would be only 250,000 acres. So that the effect of 
the bill will be entirely favorable to those of the new 
states that bave not received as much of the public 
lands as Ohio. 

These are, briefly, ny reasons for supporting the 
distribution bill. Let us look at the grounds on 
which senators place their objections to iis passage. 
So far as I have buen able to understand them, they 
are these: 

Fist. The measure is unconstitutional. 

Secondly. It will retard the settlement of the 
states by holding up the lands for prices at which 
they will not readily sell T 

Thirdly. It will stimulate the states to drain the 
treasury ofall the revenue of the nation, and leave 
the general government helpless. 

Fourthly. It will corrupt the slates, and produce 
prodizality among their citizens. 

Fitthly. Lt will make it necessary, by abstracting 
the proceeds of the pubiic lands from the general i 
revenue, to lay additional ampests lo meet the di ficit. | 

These, I. believe, comprise the principal objec- 
tions; 1 have stated them fairly, and Lintend, in the | 
progress of the debate, to meet and discuss them in” 
the same spirit in which 1 have laid them down. — — 

The first. question is one of grave inport, for if | 
that should be against me, the argument closes, and | 
the bill falls, so far as depends npon my vote, Tam | 
apprized of the position that is maintained by those | 
who deny the constitutionality of the proposed mea- 
sme; they contend that it is unconstitutional to raise | 
moncy for the purpose of distributing it among the 
states, and therelore, inasmuch as the abstraction of 
the land fund (rom the revente. of the geteral gos 
vernmont creates a deficit that must be made up by 
an increase of imposts, it raises the cnustitational 
objection. ‘The view that I entertain of the cans 
stitutional question renders it unnecessary for me to 
examine the position assumed, Which ] admit to be 
a question ot grave import, bot. which, npon a fal 
discussion in congress, was d:eided in favor of th 
power upon the question at distributing the surplui 
revenue; and that decision was approved of by th 
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late president. I feel no disposition to open the ar- | purpose, 
gument of the question until the case shall arise |leave th 


and formo other purpose whatsoever." 1 
e constitutional arguinent here, having in 


making il necessary for me to do so. my own mind at least sustained the constitutionali- 


I contend that the proposed disposition ot the pro- |ty of the disp 


ceeds of the public lands, by distributing them | public lands, by w 
among the states according (o population, evidence- | any other dispositi 


ed by their representation in congress, is the most | more valuable, since the discharge of the revolu- 
nary debt, tor which purpose they were ceded, 


constitutional disposition that ean be inade of them, | tior 


and thata faithful discharge of the constitutional | has been in violat 


duties of congress demands the measure proposed. | trust, and conseqnently an infraction ol that section 
The land question arose prior to the adoption of the | of the constitution whieh T have read, securing the 
federal constitution; it was a revolutionary measure inviolability of the “contracts” and “engagements” 
in its origin; it bears date ata period anterior to that of the conlederation. 

at which the general government had the power of| The questions may arise, how do you maintain, 


levying imposts on foreign merchandise; and hence | under this state of the argument, the grants of lands | ment, or would they obey? Suppose the legisiature 


it never was connected with that mode of raising | to 


revenue. The different states, during the revola- | fund not covered by the deeds of cession? My an- 
tionary war, had contracted debts which the confe- | swer to the first is, that the clause of the constitu- 


deration desired to see liquidated. Many of the | tiot 


states owned large tracts of wild land, Virginia being disposition over the property, and as a trustee con- 
the largest proprietor, her claiin cos ering the most ! gress has the power to grant or appropriate one part 
of tlie northwest territory, now Olio, Indiana, Ii- lof the fond to enhance the vale of the residue. 
Sneh has been the character of all the grants made. | 
lands were made by the proprietary states to the | To the second question I would say that, as the | 
confederation. That of Virginia, which may be |other lands have been paid for by the people ot all | 
selected to test the question, after ceding her lands, | the states, the same people have an undoubted right 
provided the use to whicb they should be applied as | toa retnrn of their proceeds upon a fair distribution, 


- 1 : . H ` | 
linois, Michigan and Wisconsin. Cessions of these 


the. new states 


1 which I have 


follows: sliould they desire 
«These lands shall be considered a common fund| Secondly. Will 


for the use and benefit ot such of the United States | the stat: s in which the lands lie, by holding up the 
as have become, or shall become, members ol the | price beyond that at whieh they will readily sell? | 
it is contended; but it may be answered, that the | 
Virginia inelusive, according to their usnal respec- | incorporation ol the other principles in the com] ro- 
tive proportions in the general charge and expendi- | mise upon it would entirely remove all doubt on the 


conlederation or federal alliance of the said states, | So 


ture, and shall be faithfully and bou fide disposed of sub 


ject. Standing alone, however, ıt seems fo Ine, 
for that purpose, and for no other use or purpose that the new states have a suificient guaranty in the | 
whatever.” | faet that the fund is to be distributed, and the dis- | 

The confederation being a mere league of states | position of the old states to get possession of their 
acting for the benefit ol states, accepted the cession | share of the fund will certainly propt them to ac- 
upon the terms, and took npon itsell the execution | celerate rather than retard the sales. The tendency 
of the trust confided to it, In 1776, after the trust | ol the measure, T think, therefore, is the other way, 
bad been accepted by the confederation upon the and the new states have no cause lor alarin on that 


terins of the deeds of cession, and while its execu- | ground. 


tion was obligatory upon it, the federal constitution Thirdly. It is 


was adopted, in which provision Was made for this | states lo drain the 


very properly, the eye of the convention evidently nation, aud destroy the general government. This 


being directed to it. The 3d section of the 4ih ar- | Pos 


ticle provides that grave and solewn import, and T will endeavor to 
its itnportance demands. The politi: | 
relations of the general government with the 


s, as well as the relation of con- 


«New states may be ar’mitted by the congress speak of it as 


into this uaion; but no new state shall be forined or cal 


erected within the jurisdiction of any other state, | state governments t 
nor any state be formed by the junction of two or | gress to each, aie inv»lved in the argument. The 


ition presents 


more states, or parts of states, without the consent | assumption is that 
of the legislatures of the states concerned as weil as | neral government, 


of the congress. The congress shall have power to United States, are called upon to piotect the federal 
dispose of and make all nuedful rules and regula- | government against this disposition of the states. 
tions respecting the tenitory or other property be- | Let us begin 


longing to the United States; and nothingin this con- | the 


Mere are ample powers conferred and expressly ment, and would 
delegated to congress over the entire subject of the governments. Ne 
public domain, the object of which was clearly to | conceive, can be 


enable the general government to act directly upon | would net that hostility long since. have been carri- 


the subject matter of the pnblie lands, uncontrolled | ed into elect? Is 


except by the terms of the constitution. and the pre- federal gover 
vious contracts and eugogeinents of the confedera- | people of the stat 


tion. These contracts and engagements were ex- ont 


pressly recognised by the f 


even the nec 


irst clause of the 6th ar- Should they think proper to do so, let them refuse 
tiele of the constitntion, which declares that “all jor omit to appoint senators, or lo piovide for tlie | 
debts, contracts and engagements entered into be- | election of embers of congress, or to elect them, for 
lore the adoption of (his constitution shall be as valid | congress has no 


against the U. States under this eonstitution, as under | point the time of « 


the confederation.” ‘Thus you see the contracts | subje ny g [ 
and engagements of the confederation of states un- over it, or let them omit to provide fur the etection 
der the articles were expressly recognised and pro- of a president by appointing eleetors, which they 
vided for by the federal constitution. The ques- could do af they pleased. T say; let the states take 


tion then arises, did the cession of the public eit 


lands by -the states, and the acceptance of them by federal government? The paichinent, called the 
the eontederation under the deeds of cession, upon coustitutiou, would still remain, bnt for all practical 


the terms specified, and for the purposes declared, | ptt 
amount iu the eye of the law to a “contract,” oi Th 
*enzagement," on the part of the confederation, | ¥!0 


which was obligatory upon it? Can there be any | of non-user. until the same people shall think pro 


wr of these ca 


pom it woul: 
e government 
lence, without 


doubt upon this point? It not, then the article of the | per to pat the m 
constitution which T bave just read provides for the | SIT; the prople ot 


very case, and the obligations of the eneral govern- | ina 
= 


chinery of our 


went now are precisely those ot the conlederation | heart is to the hu 
beiore the change of government aml the adoption | power. Let us, £ 


of the federal constitution. The question then re- what our position is as members of (he senate. Are 
curs, what were theobligations of the confederatiou? | we not ihe creatures of the dillerent states, created 


This question must be decided by the deeds of ees- by their power, and the representatives ot their will, 
sion, and can be as well answered in the very lan- within the provisions of the federal constitution? | 
guage used by the parties, to dispose of these lands | Dues it become us to eharge those who delegated 
“for the nse and benefit of snch of the U. States as | u$ to take seats on this floor, who elothed ns with 
have becoine or shall beeome members of the con- lall the powers we possess as senators, to turn upon) 
federation or federal allia.ce of the states, Virginia | our creators and charge them v ih a di: position fo 


inclusive, secording to their usual respective pio- destioy the tedera I i 
ortions in the general charge and expenditure, and {selves the bigh prerogative of acting as the exclu- 


shall be faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that siv 


e protectors of 


contended that it will stimulate the 


at the «omnee ol power, and see what 
position is. Tl is either that the people of We | 
stitution shall be so construed as to prejudiee any states are hostile to the people of the federal govern- 
claims of the United States, or of any particular, ment, peing the ideutical same people, or that the 


state." people of the states are hostile to tbe tederal govein- 


nment only exists at the will of the 
os? Can they not abolish it with- 


constitutional power even to ap- 


et, nor has the executive any greater powers, 


osition proposed of the proceeds of the 


hich it would seem to follow that 
on, except to make the trust fund 


ion of the declared object of the 


„and the distiibution of the land , 


read expressly gives the power of, 


it. 
the bill retard the settlement of 


treasmy ol all the revenue of the | 


for our consideration matters of | 


the states would destroy the ge- 
aud that we, the congress of the 


destroy it to build up the state 
ither of these positions, T lininbly 
maintained. Tf it were not so, 


it à eontroversial point that the 


essity of resorting to revolution? 


Jecting cither, or to aet upon the 


arses, and. what becomes of the 


| be as a blank piece of paper. 
sould stand dissolved, without 
bloodshed, by the mere operation 


achinery in motion. Soa yon see, 
the s!afes are lo the complicated 
systein of government what the 
lan system—its vitality and i's 
ir, pursne the argument, and see 


assaults of the states? Can we tnaintain the po- 
silion that we hold powers legitimately at war with 
the rights and interests of our common constituents, 
the states? Let senators who choose to assume these 
high grounds maintain them, Our duties are of a 
two-fold character—wlile we sustain the federal 
government and support the federal constitution, 
we do so as the representatives of ihe states. Sir, 
to test this question, how would senators get along 
with instructions from the legislatures of their states 
on this subject of distribution? Let me suppose that 
the honorable senators from Missouri were instruct- 
ed, wonld they turn upon the legisiatnre and charge 


| her with a disposition to destroy the federal goveru- 


of Alabama should instruct her senators, would they 
obey? [Mr. Cray, of Alabama, said, no, sir.]— 
‘Then the senator would resign, | suppose. [Mr. 
Cray. Yes, sir, I would.) Well, sir, then we 
would get another senator in your place, who would 
cairy out the will of the state, and the operation 
would merely exchange one senator for anollier— 
the principle would he carried out, and the state 
would triumph. 1 have introduced these remarks 
for the purpose of showing that, if the states were 
so disposed, they have it in their power to arrest (he 
further progress of the operation of the general go- 
vernment without resorting to the suppose course 
to elect that object. These arguments have been 
predicated on the supposition that the people of the 
states are hostile to the general government; when, 
in fact, nothing is less true: the people of the states 
are devotedly and patiiotically attached to the te- 
deral government; instead of wishing to destroy or 
embarrass it, they would come fo ifs rescue in the 
hour of peril and lay down their lives in its defence. 

Fourthly. It is argued that it will corrupt the 
states, and lead to prodigality. This is assuming 
the position that the people of the states are not 
eompetent to manage their own eoneerus, and that 
we shonld ael as their guaidians—a doctiine that 
has of late years lonnd iis way into congress, and 
has fonnd supporters among those who profess a re- 
verence, next to that of koly writ, for democratic 
doctrines! This is strange democracy. Afraid to 


| trust the people with their own money! And pray, 
sir, what would you do with it! Leave it in the 


that is the safe deposite. They cannot be corrupt- 
ed, asa matter of conrse. Is that the doctrine se- 
nators contend foi? This is gnarding the rights ot 
the people of the states with a vengeance! We have 


hands of the federal officers for safe keeping? Ay, 


their money, and they demand it; we, their repre- 
sentatives, answer, you cannot have it; you are not 


capable of taking care of it; you will become prodi- 


gal; letus. keep it, we can be trusted; your money 


will be safely kept or laid ouf, as we think proper; 
recollect it is all for your good that we put ow- 
selves to tlie trouble of taking care that you be not 


teropted. Would a conse like this comport with 


our duty tothe states? Let senators who appove of 
it adopt the course, it does not suit me. On the 
score of prodigality, I know of no state that could 
not compare rotes with the general government for 
the last fou: years. 

The senator fiom Missouri (Mr. Benton) refers 
tothe deposite of the surplus revenue with the 
states, and attributes the great rage for speculation 
and internal improvements to that deposite. Sap- 
pose l admit his premises, can he show me that a 
similar effect would not have been produced by the 
expenditure. of the same sum of money by the ge- 
peral government? Tt was the mony that had is 
effect, and not the hand that scattered it. But, sir, 
1 cannot let the remarks of the senator pass without 
Inither notice. 1 do not concur with hin in the 
cause to which he refers. The removal of the pub- 
lic deposites from the Bank of the Uuited States; the 
bargain that was mare between the government and 
the local or state banks, that the banks should pay a 
per cent, on the publie. deposites, authorisiug the 
banks to issue upon them; the circular of the secre- 
tary of the treasury directing them to do so, and the 
consequent mation of the currency, produced the 
effect to which the senator from Missouri alluded, 
antl nat the deposite of the surplus with the states. 

Fillhly. His objected that, by abstracting the 
land fand tor distribution, it will become necessary 
to provide for the deficit by laying inposts. Lspre- 
sume this position is well fonnded, provided the 
present imposts shall not be sullicient for an econo- 
niical adtainistration of publie atfais. That it woud 
tall greatly short of the Tate expenditures 1 readily 
edipi; but that is no criterion to judge by, for I trust 
the expenditures bereafter will be brought within 
economical limits. I hope, in no eniergency here- 
atier, we shall be required to resort to the present 
policy of treasury nots. Let us suppose, then, for 


| government, and claim for our- 


the [ederal goverment against the 


the sake of argument. that we shall bave to lay im- 
pest duties to make up the deficit of the land tund. 
Those duties can be laid upou luxutics, such as 
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wines, brandies and silks, articles consumed by they TWENTY-SIXTH CO 
rich, and then only by such persons as choose to pav 
for them. The great laboring class of society would | March 2. Wat. 1 
pay very little of the duty, while they wonldieceive | the hon. Jacob IV, Miller, senator eleet trom New 
their proportion to the distribntion. As a general Jersey, from 
policy, I see no objection to it; and as connected} The v i 
with the obligation of distribution, it would be the | of the secretary of the treasury, 
true policy in the contingency of which I have | mation concerning the annual 
spoken. My remarks, Mr. President, will be clos- expenditures. . . 
ed, so far as the land question is concerned, with Mr. Young moved (he following resolution; ; 

this declaration: 1 do not anticipate the possibility | Resolved, That the same number of the memorials 
of arranging this great subject at the present session; presented by the people called Mormons or “latter day 
but I hope to see the whole matter finally settled at SHINE the sende ee Dord Soa at "te us 
the next session, upon terins of compromise and mu- Mp 2 du ee d. pue 
tual concession, to the benefit of the people, the | and presented in supp e » bep or 


safety of the general government, and the best inter- dus cg E tlie "ra aen ponm p 
est ot the states. The constitution of the United | 160t PUrporung " d E 


; cotin o (judge of the state of Missouri, in ihe tral of Joseph 
States was based upon a compromise ol conflicting 


opinions. The tariff question, that almost threaten- 
ed the union, was so settled; and why should not 
this great laud question receive the same blessing? 
I would here close my remarks aud resume my 
seat, bnt the senate must pardon me for noticing the 
political topic that has been introdneed into the dis- 
cussion. ] did hope, Mr. President, when we as- 
seinbled here at the present session, that we Would, 
by common consent, exelnde frora these lialls all the 
political heat that was created in the late political 
contest. We have all heard enongh of it to need 
repose now it is over. Butin this I have heen dis- 
appointed. The very title of the bill introduces the 
log cabin as a political reminiscence caleulated to 
lead to political discussion; indeed, it las so led 
some of the senators who have addressed you. [ did 
suppose that the charges that liave been made in tlie 
heated partisan presses, that the late. presideutial 
election was influenced by stock-jubbing cousidera- 
tions in England, would aot have found their way 
into this august body. But here, again, I have been | sented at a prior session, he had told the senate it 
mistaken. And since the charge has been made, I was ez purte, and reflected improperly on the state. 
desire to know what state has been Sooperated upon. | It was, however, published to the world; and the 
Let the charge be located. For my slate and fer | statementhe had Teceived from the legislature, set- 
citizens 1 repel it. I had seen ip the columns ofthe iting forth all the facts, was also published; and 
party presses, immediately alter the election for! there ought to be an end ot the matter, 
president, the charge that the election had been car- Mr. Young moved to print the same number of 
ried by fraud. Tais we had a right to expect, lor | the present document as had been printed of that 
it is a principle in our nature to altribute our defeat piron the legislature of Missouri. 
to any thing else than a defect in ourselves or our Mr Hubbard moved to lay the motion to print 
conduct; and, so long as the charge had no special jon the table. Mr. Young asked the yeas and nays; 
location, I thought it but the privilege of the defeat- | when the vote stood as follows: yeas 22, nays 12. 
ed party to excuse themselves, even at (he expense Mr. Benton, froin the committee on military af- 
ol facts and of the jeelings of their opponents: but, | fais, in answer to the memorial of (he corporate 
to my utter astonishinent, I saw in the official organ | authorities of Baltimore, asking tor a suitable forti- 
the location of this fraud in my own state. I had | fication at Soller’s poiat flats, madea report of con- 
been there at the tine of the election, had hearg and | siderable length, closing with the following resolu- 
seen much, aud I now declare to you that 1 honest- | tion: 
ly believe there never was a inore fair and honest | Resolved, That the president of the 
expression of public opinion in the state than there | requested to eause to be laid before the senate, at the 
was at the elections there last suininer and autamn., | next session of congress, reports upon the mditary and 
There may have been illegal votes given, aud no | naval condition of the conntry; showing the fortifiea- 
doubt were, but, if so, I have good reason to believe DUE other (rr dcieuces couimenced, com- 
they were unknown to the judges aud inspectors, | Pete, projected or deemed necessary— 


: Ist. For the northern frontier, from Lake 
aud were not coufined toone side alone. to Pussamaqaoddy bay. 


Tain aware that an argument has been based on 2d. For the maratinie frontier from Passatnaquoddy 
the fact that there were mote votes givenin August bay to Cape Florida. 
aud November than there were polls assessed in the 3d. For the gulf frontier, 
spring. Aduit this to be true, and does it prove | Sabine bay. : 
tliat fhe excess were illegal votes, or that they were| dth. For the western frontier, from the Sabine bay 
all cast on one side? Or may it not rather be attri- to Lake Superior. . i 
buted to the faet that all the polls were not takeu hy Together with a conjectured estimate of the expenses 
the assessors in the spring, or that somme may have a She ee or ie such works as Inity not 
come ol age between the lime of the assessinent and n SIE ut UE E pee m UT 
eon 3 ritable view Bele i é 1 aüons, the ar- 
e Ed a onbe nos Ps inories, magazines and foundaries, the floating or other 


: elit .|steam batteries, all vessels, ships of war, navy yards, 
assessors accidentally returned “2,235,906 acies of docks, navat establishments, &c. that inay bave been 
land less thao the trae amonnt,” and then make the 


) commenced or deemed necessary. 

calculation, and you will find that the vote of Indi. Mr. Benton explained the object of the report; it 
ana does not bear a higher proportion to the popula- | was to obtain the views of the coming administra- 
tion than an average of other states, aud it seems to | tion in relation to the systein of national defence. 
me that even the otlicial would consent (o raise the | Three ditlerent plans had been presented: one trora 
float from Indiana, and seek some other point of lo |a board of officers, one subinitted under the adini- 
cation. [t ilovs not becotne ine to say What was the | nistration of general Jackson in 1530, and another 
cause of the defeatof the administration party at the fin the administration of Mr. Van Buren in 1510. 
late election. T'he senator trom Arkausas and my- | li was not Proper, he thought, to report on an isolat- 
self said a few words on that subject at the com- | ed case, when a general systein of national delence 
mencemeut of roy remarks, Still T may be permit- 


was indispensable. He moved that the report be 
ted to say, withont departing irom the course of rc- 


) lau} on the table and printed, 
mark { have laid down for taysell, that L attibute| Mr. Preston rose aud spoke at very consideralile 
the result to the taet that those in power lived too 


length, patoting the defeneeless condition of the 
far from the people, knew too little of their interest, | whole country, as well along the northeastern boun- 
cared too lille lor. their wishes, pressed bpou the | dary as froin Passamaqnoddy bay to Florida. Nota 
country obnoxious measures, attempted lo entrench spot was there {hroughout that wide extended range 
themselves in power by the ay-plication of doctrines | that could defend itself froin a single Irigale of the 
with whieh the great body ot the people tad no eucioy. le pointed to N. York, to Charleston, and | 
Sympathy, and treated with disdain, contempt, [in short, to every city in the country, and asked, 
slander anl abuse, the candidate of their choice — | where was there one that could suecesstully resist 
While the warning rebuke has beep prouounced in | any ordinary force? It was lamentable to think ! 
tones ol thunder, it has been Dolli solemn and ine j 


how the national defence had been neglected by a 
structive. It has proclaimed to the world the power | party which, for the last twelve years, had large | 
of the ballot-box, and the perpetuity of our glorious 


son anu other crimes against the state. 

Mr. Young said that statements had been made 
in doenmeuts presented {rom the legislature of Mis- 
sourt, which, it all contained in them was correct, 
would go to show that these “latter day saints” 
were a very dangerous people. He thought, how. 
ever, they ought at least to have an opportunity of 
defending themselves; and they had assured him 
they would defend their memorial in all its essential 
points. The government, he believed, had been 
called on to pay the militia ot Missouri for putting 
down tbe Mortaous. 

Mr. Linn must beg leave to interrupt the Senator; 
Missouri uever called on the government for any 
such thing; the senator was entirely mistaken. 
The proper place for the inemorial was the legisla- 
türe of Missouri, not the senate of the United 
States. Was the senate to undertake to bring Mis- 
sonri lo her bar to answer to the complaint of the 
Mormons? When their memorial had been pre- 


United States be 


Superior 


from Cape Florida to the 


I! 


Smith and others on the alleged charges of high trea. | the house 


e had gone 
He express- 


be recalled, 
Mr. Benton said he would not lake up the time of 


transmitting infor- | the senale now to answer the arguments of the se- 
appropriations and | nator from South Carolina, 


but he would pledge 
al when the inatter 
He would make no 


himself to controvert them 
came up at the next session. 
speeches for the galleries. 
Mr. Preston apprehended that speeches to the 
galleries were made from the other side of the 


£0 | bouse rather than on his. 


Mr. Hubbard moved to lay the subject on the fa- 
ble; which was agreed to. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
bill making appropriation for the civil 
and diplomatic expeuses ol the government for the 
year 1841. 

This bil! having been amended in several particu- 
lars, which amendinents were discussed by Messrs. 
Henderson, Wright, Anderson, Southard, Prentiss, 
Preston, Calhoun aud others, the amendments were 
ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice of the United States for 1841 was taken up in 
committee of the whole, and, after having been 
amended, was ordered to be engrossed. 

The house bill making appropriations for the 
support of the army for the year 1841, alter being 
amended, and the amendment debated at great 
length by Messrs. Benton, Pierce, Hubbard Sevier, 


Henderson, Wright, Porter, Norvell, Culhoun, White 
and others, was ordered to be read a third time. 

A bill to authorise the issues of patents for certain 
entries of the public lands, aud a bill explanatory of 
ao act supplemental to an act entitled “an act to 


I 


grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public 
lands,” approved June 22, 1838, were considered in 
committee of the whole and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion ot Mr. Merrick, the bill for chartering 
the banks for the District of Colnmbia was taken 
up, and amended by Messrs, Clay, of Alabama, and 
Wright, when Mr. Tuppan moved to strike out all 
after the enacling clause, and insert as an amend- 
ient a bill embracing the following features: 

Every stockholder shall record his stock in the 
clerk's office, the schedule of the same to be pub- 
lished every three inonths in the newspapers of the 
District; every sale and transfer to be placed oa re- 
cord and published within ten days. 

To issue no notes of less than $20, nnder a penal- 
ty of five hundred dollars. 

TÍ specie be refused, enabliag any justice to enter 
up judgment with 20 per cent. damage, and cost of 
suit. 

Making the passing of any note by any indivi- 
dual, of less than #20, liable to a forteiture of dou- 
ble the amount of the note. 

That if any person shall establish a bank and is- 
sue notes as money, without means of redeeming 
the saine in current coin, he shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and cn conviction shall be im- 
prisoned not less than three nor more than ten years. 

Mr. Tappan spoke in favor of the principles of 
his amendinent, and against banking generally, until 
a late hour, when he gave way lor a motion to go 
into executive business; after which the senate 
took a recess, 

Evening session. The vice president having called 
the seuate to order, lie arose and addressed the se. 
uate as follows: 

Yesterday 1 intimated to the senate that 
some time during the session of this day, feel it my 
duty to retire froin my seat, for the purpose of giv- 
ing the senate an opportunity of selecting a presid- 
ing officer, lor the convenience of organization on 
the 4th of March; and I have selected this moment 
for that porpose, and to separate the official ties 
Which have existed between myself and the mem. 
bers of this body for the last four years. I have 
uch donbted the propricty of making any remarks 
on this occasion. What I say, therefore, shall be 
very brief, because the time would not perinit, nor 
would it be proper for me to give utterance to all 
that my feelings suggest, 

lu taking my leave of the members of this body, 
language is inadequate to express the feelings 
which agitate ny bosom. I have been associated 
with a very great majority of the members of the 
senate, not only here during the last four years, 
bat for many years in the ecuncils of our common 
country; and it has beeu my great happiness during 
that period, whatever diversity of opinion or senti- 
ment has existed between ine and my political 
friends on minor points, or between me and those 

from wliom I differ on points of greater inagnitude, 
to know that my peisonal relations with thein have 
ever been Kind and tender. I was elected to the 


] should, 


majorities in boti branches. How could they ac 
forin of government, count to the people for a remissness sv deplorable? | 


place I occupy by an equal vote of the electoral 
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college, and by a majority of the votes of the senate, 
afler having seived my country for the term of thir- 
ty-two years—two years in my native state as a 
‘member of the legislature, and thirty years in the 
congress of the U. States, either as a member ol the 
house ol representatives or as a member of the se- 
pate; and inthe discharge of the labors and toils 
which devolved upon me in this chair—hummble as 

was ihe attempt to discharge them faithfully—my 
station has been rendered pleasant and agreeable: 
and I must not omit to say that, whatever momen- 
tary agitation or excitement in debate may have 
interrupted the harmony and quiet and order of the 
body, 1 can declare, with truth and with candor, 
that such has been the generous, the magnanimous 
course of the individual members of the body, and 
particularly such lias been their indulgence towards 
me, who never studied the rules of order technically, 
that my station here has heen rendered pleasant and 
agreeable. And il, in the discharge of my official 
duties, | have ever failed to gain your approbation 
or to meet your acquiescence in the course I have 
pursued, it has always arisen, not [rom any want of 
inclination, but froma want of ability on my pait 
to have formed them better. It has been my eon- 
stant endeavor to act with perlect impartiality to- 
wards the members of this body. I viewed each 
senator as the representative ol a sovereign and in- 
dependent state, and as entitled to equal eonsidera- 
tion from me. The place fiom which I am about 
to retire will be oceupied by a distinguished citizen 
of Virginia, who has been called by the voice ot the 
people to this slatinn; and T should not do jus- 

- tice to myself if 1 did not say that I retire from it 
without the least dissatisfaction; lor, hutoble as 
have been my services lo wy country, I have been 
devoted to the great radical and fundamental prin- 
ciple of subinission to the voice of the people when 
constitutionally expressed. 

I now retuin to you, one and all, my grateful 
acknowledgments for the kindness aud fiendship 
which have always been extended towards me, and 
wish yon all well, whatever destiny may attend you. 
And when Tam far distant [roin yon—a* time must 
separate us all even here, not to speak of hereafter 
—as long as I shall have my recollection to remem- 
ber the associations which I have had with this bo- 
dy, [shall always be animated by the sentiment of 
kindness and fhiendship with which I take my final 
leave of the senate. 

The vice president having retired, and the chair 
being occupied by Mr. Hudburd— 

Mr. Mangum submitted the following resolution 
for the cons.deralion of the senate: 

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of the senate 
aie due and arc hereby tendered to Ricnanp M. Joux- 
son, the president of the senate, for the dignity and im- 
partiality with which he has presided over its delibera- 
tions. 

‘The resolution having been read by the secretary 

Mr. Mangum said: i do not know, sir, that it 
will be ont of place in me to rise in the senate, on 
this occasion, to notice the condnct af our presiding 
officer, for 1 have had the houor of a personal ac- 
quaintance with that gentleman for maby years 
past; and though it has been my misfortune, during 
a great portion of that time, to take different views 
on gieat political questions, Í apprehend that L, in 
common with the great portion of the hody of the 
people of the United States, can entertain but one 
sentiment respecting the kindness and excellence 
of his personal character; for his kindness, lis ge- 
nerosity, his magnanimity, have plaeed fiin bigh in 
the estimation of every good 10an, without respect 
to political distinctions. I but give vent to my 
unaffected feelings of respect on iis occasion, yet 
Į should not have risen and obtruded mysell in ad- 
vance of others, but for the consideration that il 
would proceed with a better grace fem one who 
has taken dierent views, hut whose private opinion 
of that distinguished man has never been impaired, 
1 therefore move the nnanimous adoption of the re 
solution. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said: I rise, sir, with 
peculiar satisfaction, to second the inmotion of my 
fiiend neat me, Perhaps that motion should have 
proceeded from myself, as one of the representatives 
ol the state from which that gentleman comes. 
should most undoubtedly have made such a motion, 
it it had not heen made by the senator from North 
Carolina; but I am happy that my friend has 
thonght proper to offer this resolution. Sir, witb- 
ont meaning to refer at all to those great questions 
of national policy on which it is my oiisfortune to 
difler from the vice president, who has just retired 
from the chair, I bear a willing testimeny to is 
woith, He possesses that which ] consider as one 
of the best qualities of onr nature—an excellence of 
heart, and a kindness of disposition and of feeling 
towards all our common race. And in relation to 
the station he has filled, T can hear, as I do, with 


equal pleasure, this further testimony, that, on all 
oecasions, he has evinced a perfect impartiality; 
and I have been able to judge, in the discharge of 
his duties, a quality amongst the first, if not the 
very first, to be possessed by the presiding officer 
of any deliberative body. Sir, he has been dislin- 
guished, both in the field and the cabinet of his 
country; and, wherever he has been known, he has 
been esteemed and beloved for his patriotism, for 
his worth, and for his kindness of heart; and 1 hope, 
in the retirement which he is about to enter, he may 
continue to enjoy that felicity which should ever be 
telt by those who, whatever may have been their 
errors of judginent—and erros of judgment all 
must have made, more or less—have the conscious: 
ness of having discharged, aceotding to their best 
judgment, their duty to their country. 

The resolution was then unanimously agreed to, | 
and the senate adjourned. 

March 3. The vice president having retired last | 
evening [rom the chair, the hon. i'm. R. King. of 
Alabama, was elected president pro tempore of the 
senate. The votes were, for Mr. King 16; for Mr. 
Southard 9; for Mr. Huntington 2; and one vote each 
tor three other senators. 

In the course of the day the bill which had pass- 
ed the house of representatives lor extending for | 
the term of five years the act of 1838 concerning 
navy pensious came up for consideration; and, after 
debate, was, on motion of Mr. Buchanan. ordered 
to lie on the table, (virtually rejected). Mr. Ial- 
ker alterwards moved a reconsideration of this vote; 
and the senate refused to reconsider it by a vote ol 
23 nays to 17 yeas. 

The senate held an executive session to a late 
hour at night, and alterwards adjourncd sine die. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, March 1. On motion of Mr. Russell a 
resolution was adopted, changing the hour of meet- 
ing to 10 o'clock, A. M. and pointing out the rou- 
tine of business. 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, on the state of the union, and tock up the 
bill making appropriations for fortifications—Mr. 
Dawson in the char. The bill. having been read, 
Mi. Waddy Thompson moved to increase the pro- 
posed amount for the repairs of Fort Independence 
and sea-wall oi Castle island tioin 25,000 to $0,000 
dollars. Hestated he had been requested by the 
military committee to move this amendment. 

Mr. Jones resisted this amendment. 

Mr. Thompson appealed to Mr.J. After some 
further remarks by Messrs. Hunt aud Fillmore, Mr. 
Thompson withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Cross then moved to insert an amendment to 
appropriate $50,000 for Fort Wayue. But before 
it was considered, Mr. Thompson made a point of 
order, insisting that the bill inight be laid aside by 
a vote of the house, without general consent. 

Mr. Cross insisted on tlie floor, and was urging 
his amendment, when the chair said it would be in 
order at the end of the bill. 

Mr, Smith moved an amendment appropriating 
$6,009 for forts Preble anl Scammel in Portiand 
harbor. 

Messrs. Thompson and Jones both stated that there 


was an unexpended appropriation of last year for 
these objects. 

Mr. Smith warinly urged the defenceless condi- 
tion of the coast of Maine. 

Mr. Hm. Cost Johnson bad voted with great hesi- 
taney for any forts whatever; not that he was op- 
posed to defences by fortifications, but because we 
were spending money on forts aud then leaving 
them unarmed. Scarce one was at this moment 
fully equipped with ordnance. 

Alter showing the condition of the respective for- 
tifieations, Mr. ]. concluded by moving to lay aside 
the bul now before the committee, to take up the 
bill from the committee on military affairs, with a 
view fo move an amendinent to it empowering the 
president of the United States to purchase a site tor 
a foundry, anu to enter into contsacts tor the requi- 
site ordnance. 

The gentleman fiom Maine would find this a 
better mode of securing the coast of Maine than to 
repair forts to fall into the hands of the enemy. 

Mr. Pickens rose to fiee the committee from an 
erroneous impression that ar angry correspondence 
had taken place between the British and American 
ministers as to the case of MeLeod. He was hap- 
py to state that he had just received authentic in- 
[órmation stating that no correspondence of ibat 
complexion had laken place; none going to vary 
in the least the previous state of that question; no- 
thing of sufficient importance to be communicated 
to either government. 

Mr. P. hoped the hill tram the committee of ways 
and means would be specdily adopted. The system 
of defence should he carefully and coclly adopted. 


| gentleman's 


When a proper system should be adopted, he was 
ready to vole any amount necessary to carry it into 
eifect—far more than could he raised froin a wretch- 
ed system ot duties on silks and wines, He hoped 
that central points would be taken and fortified 
hut with a view to connexion with the navy. The 
existing plan of fortification had been brought from 
France by a very distinguished French officer, but 
was totally unfit for this country, Mt. P. designat- 
ed a few of these points, 

[Mr. Barnard inquired what was to be done at 
the ontlet of Lake Champlaiu?] 

Mr. P. said it would he futile, it would be mad- 
ness, for the British to attempt an invasion in that 
quarter; circumstances had completely changed 
since 1812: our densest population was now in that 
quarter of the union: and the movement would be 
one irom our country upon Canada, and nct from 
Canada upon us. Let there be a geneijal system 
provided for the whole countiy: when that should 
be done, be would vote any amount that the honor 
and safety of the country should require. 

Mr. Tillinghast stated that the estimates from the 
war department had been graduated, not by a re- 
gard to the actual wants of our defences, but to the 
amount which the treasury could spare to this ge- 
neralobject. He protested against this, and agaiust 
the idea of so relying on the substitution of steam 
batteries and naval defence as to drop all regaid to 
our fortifieations. He urged the adoption of the bill 
from the military committee. 

Mr. Cushing admitted that the question of forti- 
fications was one of the most difficult ever subuiit- 
ted to congress. The present system of forts was 
a relic of the old system which had prevailed iu the 
days of the revolution, on which had been engraft- 
ed that suggested by gen. Bernard, who has select- 
ed the salient points of the coast to he seeured, 
and had then classified the works first to be com- 
pleted, and then those which could be deferred, &c. 
in view of all this, the practical questions continu- 
ally came up. How much should be given each 
yearto these works? whether we should wait for 
improvements? and whether we should look solely 
to the state of the treasury? There was a true and 
sound principle applicable ta all the works of the 
first class. He denied that the system of general 
Bernard, in application to the first and second class, 
was hable to any objection; no change in the node 
of delenees could ever render these antiquated. 
Whatever may he the improvements from the in- 
troduction of steam or use of new projectiles, he 
should assume that these works were not ever to be 
ahandoned. Mr. C. referred to an able report of 
colonel Totten. Hre protested against the idca that 
floating. batteries and ships of wer were to super- 
sede the use of fixed batteries, as heretofore nsed, 
However desirable it might be that steam frigates 
and steam batteries should be added to our fleet, 
yet he repudiatei the idea that these forts were to 
be neglected or abandones. He dorided the ap- 
prehension that our great cities were to be bombard- 
ed and destroyed; they would be seized only as 
points for a foothold and for the depot of naval 
forces on our coast. He dwelt upon the facility of 
concentrating our people to detend any point as- 
sailed, and desired they should have the aid of tor- 
tifications iu repelling the enemy. But, beside our 
Atlantic frontier, we had a long line of frontier in 
an unprotected condition; ani to this he called tlie 
attention of the house and the country. True, we 
were in contact with but three nalions, "Texas, 
Mexico and Great Britain. From the first two we 
had nothing to apprehend; bat the third was the 
greatest land and naval power on earth, uniting the 
military ambition of Rome with the maritime am- 
bition of Carthage and her avarieious spirit. Of a 
frontier line of two thousand miles between her 
and us, but one-third part was free from disput 5 
two-thirds remained unsettled. AM our frontier 
was contignons to the military posts of Great Bii- 
tain, Our cotomerce to New Orleans passed a 
narrow and tortuous channel, whose coast was fill- 
ed with points fortified by Britain. Not only did 
this frontier need fortification, but the north and 
northeastern frontier required it in like degree. 
The United States were bound by the innate, nn- 
dying spirit of liberty to look well to her defences. 
sull, he repeated the declaration that he had not 
the slightest apprehension of the oceurrenee of any 
war wilh Great Britain. The gentleman trom 
Maine (Mr. Smith) said he was so mneh engaged 
in diplomacy that he had Jost all fears of war. 

Mr. Smith explained. He had only said that the 
tone respecting war was euch as be- 
came a diplomatist; not that he was busy 1n. diplo- 
macy, but only that he hoped to be. 

Mr. Cushing replied; denying that he wished or 
would aceept any post under governioent. Here 
was his proper sphere; he songht no other; so long 
as he should enjoy the eonĝdence of his censti- 
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tuents, he should continne to act as an independent; F. he : i 
contradicted the previons rumor 


member of congress. Mr. C. denied that he had 
changed his tone as to the subject of war. He 
talked war now as he had talked it heretofore: and 
he talked peace in like manner. Though he trust- 
ed not soon, yet, knowing that the United States 
had once been compelled to contend in arms for 
inflependence, and again for the freedoin of the | 
seas, with Great Dritain, the time must come when 
she would be compelled to do the saine again for 
the security and integrity of her soil. 

Mr. Anderson, of Maine, offered an 
which his colleague (Mr. Smith) accepter as a mo- 
dification, lor other points on the coast of M 
which works bad been commenced or ordered. [He | 
was ata luss to know why the appropriations ot 
congress had been confined to the harbor of Port- | 
land, when the whole coast lay ntterly defenceless 
iom the attacks of a British maritime force. Mr., 
A. referred io documents in support of the view he | 
had subinitted, and strongly urged ihe Decessity ef] 
providing the delences he had included in the! 
amendinent. 

Mr. Fanderpoel opposed the idea of laying aside 
the regular bill hom the committee, ander the 
sanction of the departments, and taking up another 
from a diiferent committee, proposing larger, much | 
larger, appropriations for a magnificent system of 
fortification. He was as much awake to the ne- 
cessity for defence as any man: but other conside- 
rations were to be looked at. Here doetors dis- | 
agreed: some lield thatthe immense sums we hail 
spent on these forts were thrown away: that, in 
spite of all the inillions appropriated, the country 
was defenceless, and a single frigate might capture 
the city of New York! Instead of à new system 
for forts, his plan was entirely diferent. Every 
few days we hada war humbug to aathorise the 
picking of the people's pockets. This very moru- | 
jug lie had heard about a most angry correspon- | 
dence between Mr. Fox and Mr. Forsyth. 

His plan was to appropriate only for forts already 
begun, and then to appoint a comission to report 
on the point whether these forts were or Were not 
worthy of being relied on. 

Mr. Thompson replied that this very thing lad 
been done. In May, 1840, a most luminous re- 
port had been rendered by some of the ablest mili- 
lary meu in this country or in any other, going to 
show that the new inventions iu guunery and steam 
navigation rendered works like those now proposed 
by the military committee more üeedeil than ever. 
He trusted he should bear no more of these wild 
and unfounded assertions by inen unacquainted | 


With imiitary science. 
ir. Vanderpoel said he w 
prolessed not to “speak 


as a man of peace, and | 
of war in the presence of | 
Hannibal.” But be must objeet toa magnificent bill | 
atalime when gentlemen were proclaiming that 
the country was exhausted, and on the brink of | 
ruin. Mr. V. here went back 1o the history of tlie | 
distribution bill, when gentlemen, instead of apply - | 
ing our surplus to the defence of the country, di- 
vided it among the states. But uow, when they 
Saw the country was faioting, aud almost dying, | 
gentlemen’s patriotisin was vivid as the lightning. 
He was glad, however, to find that the fears of war: 
were disclaiined on every siile. Why, then, tax a 
peaple ground down by the mal-adininistration of 
these dreadful loros? He protested against it, and 
washed his bands of it. 

Mr. Fillmore wished to know whether apy mem- 
ber of the foreign commiltee had re ceived any ad- 
ditional intorination relating to onr relations with | 


Great Britain since the house met. 

No reply being given—Mr, F. 
S'ateinent made by Mr. Pickens was Wholly incon- 
sistent wilh what he had communicated to Mr. F. 
but a few minutes belare, As to auy change in the 
language of western New York, he wonki be glad 
if his colleague (Mr, Vanderpoel) would potut out 
any evidence ol this, 

Mr. Fanderpoel referred to a speech by Mr. T| 
on the outrage upon the Caroline. 

Mr. Fillmore denied that his tone b 
edon that subject. He thought and spoke of it 
how as be ever had done. It was au uumitizateid 
outrage, Yet Mr. F. did not, on that aceount, ap- 
prove of an intlunuatory report, and vote to spread 
it tbrough the country, and then rise here and pro- 
less to he “a inan or peace.” Ie denied that the 
works for which this bill provided were useless: 
and as to waiting for new plans of defines, and 
then votiog immense appropriations, as Mr. Pickens 
lad promised to do, would it not be better first to 
call on Great Britan to Wait, in lier attack on us, 
till we were prepared with a grand system to resist 
her? 
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Carolina, I voted neither in favor of printing it, nor 
against printing it. I considered it as ineaning 
more than inet the eye; and when I had heard the 
report, I supposed that the administration party 
had convicted itself; that it had seen its error, and 
was now prepared to go for any just and proper 
system of defence. But it seems not; it seems that 
tbey will not go for any; and F have no doubt that 
any proposition ta increase the amonnt in this bill 
will be rejected by them. What I mean to say is, 
thal negotiations are now going on of a character to 
justify the house in putting the conntry at least into 
à decent posture of defence; sufficient, at any rate, 
to enable gentlemen here to talk big, if they do no 
more; to give them something to talk upon; at pre- 
sent, much of this big talk is ridiculons. 

My colleague says that he is glad the tone of 

some gentlemen iu this house is changed. II he 
means that remark te apply to me, I tell him that my 
tone has not changed. I have seen nothing to induce 
me to change the opinion that there is some reason 
to apprehenil danger of a war. I trnstthe difficulties 
are bnt such as we can bnt honorably get ont ol; I 
presume they are. I am noi prepared to say we 
shall have war. I trust we shall not. I deprecate 
it as moch asany one can do; for there is not a man 
in the country that will lose more by it than I shall. 
It will reduce me so low that I shall be obliged to 
apply to my friend the Secretary for a commission. 
I hope that, instead of talking about any thing so 
silly as that we are lo have no more fortifications, 
and that forts have been superseded by the modern 
imprevements in the art of war, my friend frcm N. 
York will vote for our bill. Really—thougt I have 
great respect for that gentlenen—I must say, that 
he does, at tines, throw ont things whicb are ut- 
terly inconceivable to me, The military eommittee, 
I repeat, have given to this subject the deepest ard 
most mature consideration; they have acted upon 
the best information; and, as they are responsible 
| only lor presenting a bill, and not for its success, 
they have now done their du'y; and it only remains 
| for the committee to do theirs. 
As to what had been said abont the existing sys- 
ug brought from France and 
devised by general Bernard. Mr. M. said it was 
true that that distinguished officer had much to do 
with reporting it; but he was not ifs sole author: 
the board contained other men besides gen Ber- 
| nard. He had been associated with Swift, McCrae 
and Totten—men not surpassed by any ina pro- 
found acquaintance with their profession. The whole 
engineer corps were a body of inen entitled to high 
respect; and they were far froin being in favor of 
dispensing with fortifications. It was lamentably 
true that our forts still remained unarmed; and Mr. 
M. wenld heartily unite with the gentleman from 
Maryland, (Mr. Johnson), iu appropriating any 
sum necessary to arin them, without stopping to 
falk about wines and silks; and sure he was that 
the American people would go with him, tor they 
were as much opposed to being whipped as any 
people on the face of the earth, Not that Mr. M. 
liad the slightest idea that they would continue 
whipped; that was impossible; but be was against 
Seeing them whipped at all, 


His colleague had advised him to let the people 
rest. Yes; he wished them to rest; and, that they 
‘ight rest safely, he was for suitably detonding 
them, and he, therefore, hoped the house would 
make suitable Appropriations to secnre that objects 
for our delences were now in a deplorable condi- 
tion. Mr. M. concluded by expressing his hope that 
the bill from the military committee would be taken 
up. 

Mr. V. C. Johnson was in fav. 
bill from the military 
remarks deprecating th 


or of taking up the 
committee, and made some 
e practice of discussing sub- 
jects not iinmediately before the house. He was 
desirous of amending the bill by making an appro- 
priation of &75,000 for the purchase of a site for a 
national foundry. Ie adverted to the large amount 
for forts, which wanted more than 3,000 cannon— 
like the ostrich, whieh hides its head and thinks its 
whole body hid. Gentlemen were looking at the 
popblar feeling. within their own states, withont 
looking whether the forts could he arined. Unless 
Kuns were provided, Mr. J. could vate forno re- 
pairs or new fortifications. Five thonsand cannon 
were wanted for the Security of the coasts. He 
concluded by appealing to the committee to decide 
which of the two bills they would take up. 


Mr. Pope addressed the committee, and entreat- 
ed them to act at once on the bill now before thein; 
there was no hape a party with a majority in both 
houses wonld pass a bill froin tlie other side of the 
house. As ta war, there certainly was a change of 
tone in certain gentlemen. Certain of going out, 
they were warm tor war, while those who were 
t something of its responsibility, It 
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was like a young man courting a young lady and 
promising every thing, but alter marriage the tone 
was greatly changed. There was a vast difference 
between in and ont. Piomises made, even by 
whigs when they were out, were one thing; when 
D weie in, they would feel matters greatly al- 
tered. 

As to defending the western frontier, if the com- 
mittee would aid Mr. Cross in getting tbe obstruc- 
tions removed in Red river, it would do more to- 
ward that object than all other things put together. 
Mr. P. had little doubt we pmst, eventually, at 
some time, have a war with Great Britain; she 
never would abandon her occupation of Oregon till 
compelled by force. We had men and brave ones 
jn abundance; but we needed inoney, the sinews of 
war; when this could be provided, we should soon 
be ready fora contest with any nation in the world. 

[At fhis point the house took a recess.] 

Evening session. The committee reassembled at 
four o*elock, when Mr. Pope resumed and conclud- 
ed his remarks; and was followed by Messrs. Hand, 
Jameson, Starkweather, and others. After various 
attempts to amend the bill by inserting additional 
items of appropriation, the committee rose and 
reported it to the house, wilh three small amend- 
ments, which were agreed to, and the bill was 
forthwith passed under the operation of the pre- 
vious question. An effort was then made to take 
up the bill trom the senate to continue the cor- 

orate existence of the banks of the District of Co- 
umbia, pending which the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, March2. Mr. Doty, of Wiskonsin, ask- 
ed leave to introduce the following resolution, which 
was objected to: 


“Resolved, That the hours from 
two o’elock to-morrow be set apart 
tion of territorial business.” 

The motion of Mr. IVin.. Cost Johnson, pending 
last evening, to take up the billof the senate to ex- 
tend for two years, with severe restrictions, the 
charters of the banks of the district of Columbia, 
was announced from the chair. 

A call of the house was ordered; and the roll was 
called and 146 meinbers answered to their names. 

A large quorum being present, further proceed- 
ings in tlie call were dispensed with, ana the ques- 
tion was put on the motion that the rules be sus- 
pended ior the consideration of said bill. ‘The yeas 
and nays were taken, and resulted as follows: For 
the suspension 74, against it 71. Two-thirds not 
voting in the affirmativ 


twelve to half past 
ior the considera- 


e the question was lost. 

After the consideration of various private bills, 
the house resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, and proceeded to 
the consideration of the bill making appropriations 
for the military academy for the year 1841. Mr. 
lVise was called to the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Andrews moved, as a test vote, to strike out 
the enacting clause of the bill; which was premptly 
rejected without a count. The bill was thereupon 
laid aside. 

The house, in committee of the whole, took into 
consideration the bill reported by tic committee of | 
ways and means at the last session, making appro- 
priations for surveys aod other purposes. 

Various amendments, making appropriations for 
different objects, were proposed and discussed, and 
at balf past 2 o’clock, the bouse took the usual 
recess until 4 o'clock 

Evening session. At-4 o'elock, Mr. TWise resum- 
ed the ehair, and called the committee to order—se- 
veral amendineuts having been offered and disenss - 
ed, on motion, the committee rose and reported the 
bill making appropriations for the inilitary academy; 
and further reported tliat, on the bill making appro- 
priations lor surveys, the committee had come to 
no conclusion. 

The question then came np on the engrossment 
and third reading of the military academy bill. — 
And the question being put, it passed in the affir- 
mative. 

The bill, being engrossed, was read a third time, 

assed and sent tu the senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, asked tne house 
io take up the bill from the senate, to revive and 
amend an act to appoint commissioneia to settle 
claims to land, under the 14th article of the Choc- 
taw Indian treaty; which being objected to, Mr. 
Thompson inoved to suspend. the rules, wbich was 
relused. 

TThe:honse then proceeded, in committce ef the 
whole, to the consideration of the amendments of 
the senate to the bill making appropriations for the 
civil aud diplomatic expenses al government; which 
amendments were severally read, amended and 
adopted, when at 10 o'clock the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, March 8. Mr Doty, of -Wiskonsin, 
oieiea wicsuiution setting apait is day, trou 12 
to half past 2 o’eluck, for the cousideration of ter- 
ritorial business. 
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The bill from the senate abolishing the office ol | Clark, 


collector of the eustouis at Currituck [ulet, North 
Carolina, was taken up and passed. 
Mr. Crabb moved to suspend the rules to take up 


the bill {rom the senate to reorganize the judicial 


circuits of the United States, and there not being | 73, noes Yt. 


two-thirds, the rules were not suspended. 

The house then took np the amendments of the 
senate to the bill making appropriations for the 
navy, which were read aud adopted. 

The amendments to the bill making appropria- 
tians for the Indian department, &c. was next taken 
up, whieh were adopted as read. 

The amendments to tbe bill making appropria- 
tions for the army was then taken up, and all but 
one concurred in. 

The committee then took up the amendments ol 
the senate to the bill making appropriatious fo 
West Point military academy, which were rea: 
concurred in. 

The amendments of the senate to the bill making 
appropriations for destitute Kickapoo Indians, and 
jor the removal of the Swan Creek and Black River 
Indians, of Micligan, were read and adopted, ex- 
cept that in lavor of Clements, Bryan & Co.; whieh 


o'clock, when the house took a recess. 
Evening session. At 4 o'clock the chair of the 


committee of the whole was resumed by Mr. White, | 


of Kentucky. 

On motion nf Mr. Jones the committee rose and 
reported on the amendmeuts of the senate to the 
bills making appropriations for tlie navy, ariny aud 
the Indian departinent and treaty bill, leaving to be 
hereafter considered, in coramittee, the amendments 
ol the senale to the bill for the relief of destitute 
Kickapoo Indians, which was pending when the 
committee rose tor the recess. 

And then the amendments of the senate to the 
bill making appropriations for the Indian depart- 
ment and Indian treaty stipulations were again read 
and agreed to by the house. And so the bill finally 
passed both houses. 

The amendments to the army appropriation bill, 
were then taken up and concurred in. 

The amendments to the West Point military aca- 
demy were taken up and adopted—aud so this bill 
finally passed both houses. 

On motion of Mr. Jones the rule which prohibits 
the presentation to the president on the last day of 
the session any billor resolution, so far as respects 
the several appropriation bills was suspended. 

Mr. Sergeant fiom the committee on the judicia- 
ry to whom the memorials against the official con- 
duct of judge Conkle of the western distijct of the 
state of New York, reported that there wes not just 
cause for the interposition of the power of the 
house againsl the said judge, and asked that the 
committee be discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the subject. 

Mr. Curtis made au adverse report upon the pe 


tition of certain steam navigation companies, pray- | 


ing an alteration of the law of debentures, so that 
drawbacks of duties may be allowed upon foreign 
coals consumed on board of steam ships on the 
high seas, which was ordered to be printed. 

{he house (hen again resolved itself into com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union. Mr, 
Lincoln was called to the chair of the committee. 

Mr. Evans moved the consideration ol the bill to 
provide for the payment of the militia claims of tlie 
state of Maine. 

Mr. Turney called for the consideration of the 
unfinished husiness of the committee, to wit: tlie 
amendments to the senate to the bill making an 
appropriation for the relief of destitule Kickapoo 
Indians, &e. 

Mr. [Vise insisted that these amendments was 
the business actually before the committee without 
aqnestion. "Tbe chair assented 

Mr. Graves then claimed that the bill making ap- 
propriations for surveys and hight houses, w hich was 


before the committee yesterday, and remained un- j 


finished, took precedence of any thing cise. 

Mach contusion here arose a3 to precedence ol 
business, 

The house at length resumed the consideration 
of the amendments of the bill making appropria- 
tions for the relicf of destitute Kickapoo Lidtans, 
and for the removal of Swan Creek and Black River 
Indians. 

The question pending was on a proposition to 
make the amendment of the senate providing for 
the elaita of Bryan, Clements & Co. conform to a 
proposition submitted by the committee of claims 
of this house for the settlement of the same case. 

Mr. Stanly opposed the amendment of the senate 
anless the amendment of this house was adopted, in 
which case he would vote for it. 

An animating and exciting debate tock place on 


| 
| 


r the & Co.; the Co. w 
land | the brother of the claimant now here. 


| 


| 
| 


i 


I 


| 


| 


| required to pay the militi 


jas out of order, fn 


| ed and relerred to the cominittee 


Brown, of Miss. Leet and Galbraith; and 
opposed by Messrs. Tillinghast, Wise, Graham, Gid- 
dings and Russell. 

The question was then put on the amendment of 
this house to the amendment of the senate—ayes 
So the amendment to the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. (Vise inquired if any one could tell bim who 
were the actual claimants in this case. 

Mr. Stanly said it was useless to enntend any 
longer; there were too many claimants within the 
bar, (laying much emphasis on the last words). 

Mr. ibise made further remarks as to who are the 
owners of the claim. 

Mr. lVatterson said there were no persons what- 
soever eoncerned in the claim bnt those whose 
names appeared on the face ol it—Clements, Bryan 
as intended to cover gen. Clements, 


Mr. IVise asked Mr. W. if he asserted this on 
lis owu knowledge, or from | information from 
others? Mr. lVatterson. On my own knowledge. 

Mr. IVise then read a portion of the report of the 
committee of claims, stating a suspicion of secret 


^ | partners. 
latter amendment was debated until lialf past two | 


e 


Mr. Brown, of Tennessee, gave a full statement 
of the ownership of the claim. 

Me. Clark thought it was a question tlie liouse 
liad nothinz to do with; the question to be decided 
was to the justice and equity of (he elaim. 

The question was then pat to concur in the 
amendinent of the senate: ayes 95, noes, 52. So the 
amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Evans then ealled for the consideration of the 
bill to provide for the militia claims of the state of 
Maine. 

The question being put on taking up the bill, 
there appeared: ayes 92, noes 33. So the bill was 
taken into consideration by the committee. Hav- 
ing been read, Mr. Dawson proposed to amend, by 
a provision appropriating 208,618 to pay the mili- 
tia of Georgia [or services rendered in the Indian 
war. ‘Phe amendment was adopted. 

Mr, Profit inquired what amount of money was 
a of Maine; and he wish- 
ed to know by what authority the militia were cal- 
led out. He wished the surn to be paid to be limited 


lin the bill. 


Mr. Evans answered that the accounts were not 
andited, and, conseqnently, the amount was not 
ascertained. That Maine had paid ahout $600,000, 
bnt did not expect to get through this bill over 
$200,000; leaving the state of Maine to pay out of 
lier own ireasury about $400,000. 'The troops were 
called out by the governor of Maine, and not by the 
United States, as the militia ol Georgia, Alabama, 
Tennessee and other states had been called out. 
Mr. E. then, with great earueslness, advocated the 
bill. 

The billwas then, on. motion of Mr. IF. Thomp- 
son, uimeniled by restricling the sum to $205,000. 

Mr. Atherton then moved an amendment to cover 
the claims of New Tampsbire for militia called out 
at Indian Stream. 

Mr. Smith, of Maine, objected to the amendment 
rthe reason that a bill was pend- 
ing before the house for the same purpose. 

Tie chair said it was substantially the same. 

Mr. Atherton referred to a note accompanying the 
rule. 

Mr. Smith asked if Mr, Atherton appealed? 

M . itherton appealed, and argued 3n support of 
the appeal. 

Tbe question was taken, and stood: ayes 50, noes 
4a, No quorum voting. 

Mr. Atherton insisted that the question should be 
taken again. 

Mr. Thompson argned in favor of the appeal. Mr. 
Vioulerpoel took the same ground. 

When, the question being put, the dec 
chair was sustained: ayes 12, noes 65. 

Mr. Lewis then moved an amendment to cover 
the chin ot Alabama for services of militia in tbe 
late Creek war. 

Mr. Triplett inquired ifthe elaim of Alabama had 
been preseuted aud reported on by any committee. 

Mr. Lewis answered, the claim tad not been pre- 
sented or repoited on; he had not had an opportu- 
nity to present the claim, but the memorial had been 
in his possession many weeks. The claim he be- 
lieved to stand upon the same footing as that of 
Georgia. which had just been voted in. 

Mr. Crabb stated that the claim had been present- 
on military affairs 
many weeks ago, bnt not reported on. The amend- 
ment was adopted: ayes 68, noes 53. A 

Mr. Dodge moved an amendment to cover the 
claims of the militia of Iowa tof 
Mr. Dodge was lost. 

Mr. Downing then propose 


ision of the 


The amendiner 


d an amendment to 


this claim, in which it was advocated by Messrs. | covir claims for the services of militia of Florida. 
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Mr. Jameson mnved an amendment for the bene- 
fitot volunteers of Missouri who went to Florida 
some years ago. The amendments were voted 
down, R ; 

Mr. Evans moved that the committee rise and re- 
port tlie bills acted on. "x , 

Mr. White, of Louisiana, insisted on moving an 
amendment to refund to Louisiana moneys paid by 
her for her militia serving in the Florida war several 
years ago. The amendment was rejected. i 

The bill to refund the duties on the Freneb ship 
Alexandre wasthen taken up, read, and ordered to 
be reported to the house. . . 

The bill of this house concerning tonnage duties 
on Spanish vessels was then taken up, read, and 
ordered to be reported to the house. ; 

The comiaittee then rase, and reported their pro- 
ceedings, ; p 

The amendments of the senate to the bill making 
appropriations for the support of destitute Kicka- 
poo Indians, &e. to which the committee cl the 
whole reported their agreement, were then again 
read, and all concurred in, except that for the re- 
lief of Clements Bryan, & Co. on this the yeas 
and nays were taken; and it was carried: yeas 99, 
nays 55. So that bill was finally passed, with Cle- 
ments Bryan & Co. included in ‘it. m 

The bill to provide lor the payment of the militia 
claims of the state of Maine then came up. The 
previous question was then moved and carried, 

And the question was put on the amendment 
making provision for the Georgia inilitia claims. 
It was taken by yeas and nays, and resufted as fol- 
lows: for the amendment 80, against it 69. 

The question then was also puton the amendment 
making provisions for the militia claims of Alaba- 
ma. It wastaken by yeas and nays and resulted 
as follows: for the amendment 41, against it 110. 

A motion was made to lay the bill on the table; 
and the qnestion being put, it was decided in the 
negative: ayes 60, noes 73. 

The question on the third 1 
then put and carried: ayes 92, noes 81. The bill was 
then read the third time and passed. 

Mr. Briggs said he respectlully asked the atten- 
tion of the house for one moment. He rose to offer 
the usual tribute of respect to the presiding officer 
of this house, For that purpose he would send a 
resolution to the chair, and he hoped it wonld re- 
ceive the cordial and unanimous approbation of every 
gentleman present. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this house he present- 
ed to the honorable Robert M. T. Hunter for the able, 
impartial, and dignified manoer in which he has dis- 
charged the duties of the chair duriog the 26th con- 
gress. 
ie resolution was read, and on the question 
being put thereon, (by Mr. Dromgoole, who tem- 
porarily occupied the chair), it was agreed to, una- 
niinously. 

The ivles being suspended for the purpose, the 
usual resolutions of compensation for Inessengers, 
pages and watehimen were moved. 

And the previons question being moved—Mr. 
Barnard sent the following to the table, where 
it was read,as it might influence the vote on the 
previous question: 

“Resolved, That the clerk of this house he directed 
to furnish to such meuibers of the present house of re- 
Presentatives as have not already received them, such 
books as were furnished to the members uf the lust 
house: provided that this resolution shall not be con- 
strued to authorise the reprinting of any of said books.” 

The resolution having been read, the previous 
question was seconded, the main question was put, 
and the resolutions for compensation to attendants 
were adopted, 


Mr. Chapman moved that the house resolve 
itself into committee of the whole on a bill to es- 
tablish an additional land office in Alabama for the 
sale of Cherokee lands. The motion was refused. 

Mr. Reed called for the consideration of the 
amendinents of the senate to the bill coucerning 
navy pensions and hall pay. 

Mr, Cushing objected to the consideration of the 
said amendinents, on the ground that the atuend- 
ments and bills recently reported froin the commit- 
tee of the whole on the state of the union had not 
been detinitely acted on, and unti? tliey were acted 
on and disposed of, p by 


reading of the bill was 


a nothing could be taken u 
the house, nuless on a suspension ol the rules, 

The speaker decided in favor of Mr. Reed's mo- 
tion. 

Mr. Cushing appealed, and the 
Was alfirined 

And the question was put on Mr. Reed's motion, 
and it was lost 

[Nole. These amendments were not 
considered or acted npon. 
lore, finally pass—the aine 
ed unaet «df upon.] 


speaker’s decision 


afterwards 
The bills did uot, there- 
ndments having remain- 


a Joint resolution to 
lege of members of congress who may not be re- 
elected shall not 
congress, but shall extend to 
December after they shall cease 


noes 54. 
was lost. 


an act of justice to the 
faking up the bill to cont 
tence of the banksof t 


Suspended, nor was the 


Structions to tlie 


ject of mail routes. 


house. 


resolution: 


settle wih the Members "of congress tor the present 
session of the 26th congre 5 
and in case any 
than at that rate; he be diree 
the Sergeaut-at-armis, fur the 
treasnry of the United States? 


able him to offer the resolution, 
rejected. 


of claiins, obtained leave 
on the cases of Hopewell Hebb aud 


Mr. Wise moved a suspension of the rule to offer 
j declare that the franking privi- 


an eXra session of 
the 1st Monday of 
to be members. 

ere were: ayes 89, 
tbirds, the question 


be cut off by 


to 
on 
on 


On the question to suspend th 
There not being two- 
Mr. Graham said that he was desirous of doing 
District of Columbia by 
inue the corporate exis. 
he Distriet of Columbia; 
with this view he moved to Suspend the rules. 

The yeas and hays were demanded, and, being 
taken, resulted as loilows: yeas 100, nays 59. 

There not being two-thirds, the rules were not 
bank bill acted upon at all. 

The speaker laid belore the house sundry com- 
munications from the president of the United States: 

1. The opinions of the several attorneys general 
on the subject of the claims of citizens of the Unit- 
ed States on the government of Hayti. 2. All the 
opinions of the attorneys general and other officers 
connected wilh the goverument, which give con- 
public laws not of a temporary 
character. 3. Papers relative to the recent seizures 
or searches of our vessels on the African Coast or 
elsewhere by British cruizers, &e, together with 
communications from consul Trist, at Havana, re- 
lating to the Airican slave trade. 1. Papers relating 
to the sub-treasury. 5. Papers relating to returns 
of state banks. 6. On the canal lamis in Ohio, 7, 
On the subject of emigrants. 8. On horses and 
other property lost in Indian wars. 9. On the sub- 
es. 10. On Indian schools in Ken- 
tucky. 11. On Indian disbursements. 12. On com- 
merce aud navigation. 13. On post office incidental 
expenses, 

Resolutions were here introduced fixing the pay 
of the Keeper ol the stables of the house, the super- 
intendent of the folding room, and granting pay to 
the postmaster of the house for extra Services; 
which, after some modifications and explanations, 
were agreed to. 

Mr. Evans asked le 
solution: 

“Resolved, That the clerk of this house he directed 
to lurnish to such members of the present house of re- 
presentatives as have nat already received them such 
books as were furnished to the inembers of the last 
house: Provided, That this resolution shall not be con- 
strued to anthorise the reprinting of any of said books,” 

The leave was objected to. 

Mr. Evans then moved to suspend the rules, to 
enable hira to offer the Same; and on suspending the 
rules there were—ayes 114, noes 33. There bein 
two-thirds in favor of the motion, the rules were 
suspended. 


The resolntion then came fully before the house, 
and the previous question was moved and seconded. 
And the main question, that is, that the resolution 
do pass? was put by yeas and nays, and resulted as 
follows: yeas 89, nays 50. And so the resolution 
Was agreed to. 

On inotion of Mr. Lincoln, all committees were 
discharged fror the business referred to them. 

The bill reported from the committee of the 
whole to refund the duties improperly collected on 
the French ship Alexandre, was taken up, read the 
third time, aud passed, and returned to the senate, 

On motion of Mr. Keim, the bill irom the senate 
“to amend the act entitled an act to amend the aet 
approved May 13, 1800, entitled an act to amend 
an act entitled ar act to establish the judicial courts 


M 


as 


M 
ave to move the following re- 


fo 


be 


pe 


ot the United States,” was taken up, ordered to a wi 
third reading, read the third tine, and passed, and de 


returned to the senate, 


The resolution from the senate toa 
committee to wait on the president of the United 
States, and notity him of the appro«ching close ot 
the session of congress, was taken üp, read and 
agreed to; and Messrs. Vanderpoel and Briggs 
were appointed the committee on the part of the | 


ppoint a joint 
yo 


of 


Mr. Grinnell asked leave to move the following 


"Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-arms be directed to 


?^ss at the rate af St 
member has already re 
ted to refund 
use 


per dieni 
ceived more 
the sabic to 
aud bencht of the 


Mr. Dromgoole objected. 


Mr. Grinnell moved to suspend the rules, to en- 


The motion was 


Mr. Mallory, of Now York, 
to make report (adverse) 


Vm. Palins, sta 


Mr. Kembie, from 
fairs, obtained leave 
the petition of William Hawkins. 

Mr. Leonard asked leave to move a resolution to 
anthorise the members having petitions to present 


the house; and if a 
excluded by the rules, to return thein at the next 
session. It was objected to. 

Mr. Underwood asked th 
senate in relation to water-rotted he 


man from Kentucky did not mean 
we should hereafter h 
than heretofore. 

make any such insi 
uot object, 
rules, in order to take up that 


move a resolution simil 
which Mr. Leonard a few 
leave to introduce, to authorise members to hand 
petitions to the clerk. The 
the rules were not suspended, 


tion fixing the pay of Charles W.S 


ing th 
resolution was agreed to unanimo 


pointment as judge of the United 
triet of New Jersey. Therefore I resign my seat 


Jersey in the 26th congress, 
spectlully, your obedient servan 


conversation took 


take up the bill from the sen 
tem ol general perm 
vor of occupants of t 


yeas and nays were taken o 
peared for the call 23, agai 


made that the house do adjoura, 


and addressed the house as follow 
that 1 rise to return 
ments for all of 
last official act which is to sep 
circumstances, to bre 
tions, how much 

A consciousne 


me to attribute much o 


aud 
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the committee on military af- 
to make a report (adverse) on 


hand them to the clerk, with 
the back; and directing the 
the journal as we 


the names endorsed 
clerk to enter such 
re not excluded by any rule of 
ny were lianded in which were 


at the resolution from tbe 
inp be taken up. 
n, if the gentle- 
to insinuate that 
ave more occasion for hemp 
Mr. Underwood did not mean to 
nuation. Mr. Stanly. Then I do 
The question was put to suspend the 
subject, and negatived. 
d leave to preseut peti- 


r. Stanly said he had no objectio 


Mr. Calvary Morris aske 


tions, which was objected to. 


Mr. Leet moved to suspend the rules in order to 
ar, in alf respects, to that 


minutes before asked 
question was put, but 


Mr. Underwood obtained leave to move a resoli- 
teward for clean- 
eaker,&c. The 
usly. 

speaker laid before the house the following 


e hall, attending upon the Sp 


The 


letter: 


March 3, 1811. 
notice of my ap- 
States for the dis- 


Sir: Last evening I received 


one of the representatives from the state of New 
I am, sir, very re- 
t 

PH. DICKERSON. 
Mr. Proffit objected lo receive the letter. Some 
place between the speaker and 
r. Proffit and other members, when the speaker 


withdrew the letter from before the house, 


Mr. Casey moved that the rules be suspended to 
ate to establish a sys- 
anent pre-eiption rights in fa- 
he publie lands. 

Mr. Everett moved a call of the house. The 
n the call; and there ap- 
nst it 114. 


Mr. Vanderpoel, from the joint committee appoint- 


ed to wait on the president, and inform him that, un- 
less he may have further cominunieations to make 


congress, the two houses are about to close the 


present session by an adjournment. reported that 
the committee had diseha i 
upon them; 
no furthe 
wished the members a safe return to 
and families, 


rged the dnties imposed 
that the president answered that he had 
T communications to make; and that he 
their homes 
And then, at 12 o'clock at night, a motion wag 
And the question 
ive. 

€ from his chair, 
5: 

eepest sensibility 
yon iny grateful acknowledg- 
your kindness, ere F perform the 
arate so many of us, 
ght thing, under any 
ak ap long-standing associa- 
graver must he the emotions with 
hom those who met us in conf- 
eave of us in kindness? 

ss of my own deficiencies forces 
f the high compliment which 
that courtesy which relioves 
soltens our intercourse in the various relations 
social and official life. But, may I not, at the 


ing put, it passed in the affirmat 
And therenpon the Speaker ros 


GENTLEMEN: It is with the d 


rhaps forever, If it is no li 


ich we part 
nce, and take | 


u have offered me to 


sane time, ascribe it, in part, to your sense of the 
motives by which 1| 
charge of the duties 
done all that an 
my station, still itis to he remembered that no other 
has ever been called to this 
and under so many 
embatrassment. 
ties, a 
l was silected ta exe 
delicate trust 
perience, 
than those ftiends whom 1 mi 
voring to discharge 
ally. 
should be exposed 
from the committee ease, [ perh 
with iny vi 


lave been governed in the dis- 
of my office? If I have not 
abler man would have effeeted, in 


place so unexpectedly, 
circumstances of difficulty and 
In a nicely-balanced state of par- 
nd amid scenes of great political excitement, 
cute your highest and most 
; Without previous preparation or ex- 
and with no party to sustain ine, other 
ght make by endea- 
my duties justly and imparti» 
l foresaw many of the difficulties to which f 
; and if I had consulted wy own 
aps sliould not have excepted the office, 
ew of its duties, and under the ciregin- 
nees to which I have alluded. Bnt higher ron- 
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siderations, I trust, determined me to undertake the 


arduous task, and to make you the best return in | arxie 


my power for the confidence with which you bad 
honored me. In the exeited ahd feverish state of 
mind which then existed, not only here, but in the 
conntry at large, I believe that a speaker, who 
would manifest a desire to deal justly upon all oc- 
casions, could be more useful than one of far greater 
abilities, who would hold this chair with no higher 
aim than that of leading his party to victory, and of 
dealing by the vanquished witb only such genero- 
sity as the conqueror may bestow upon tbe con- 
quered. This view of the services which a speaker, 
in the opinion of too many, may legitimately ren- 
der to his friends, would soon petvert party organi- 
zations from the noble pursuits of truth and justice 
into a mere contest for power and office, and, under 
milder forms, infuse the spirit of civil war into the 
divisions of this house and the nation. He who ad- 
ministers this office for himself or his party may do 
much for botb; but he who seeks the common good 
must administer it for the country, and deal justly 
by all. In pursning this latter course, in times of 
high party excitement, he will doubtless expose his 
motives to misconstiuction, and himself to censure; 
but there is, at last, a satisfaction in the concious- 
ness of rectitude higher than publie praise, and be- 
yond the reach even of public censure. I knew, 
when I took the office, that 1 should not be able to 
execute its duties entirely aeeording to my concep- 
tion of their oature; but I believed that the mere 
effort to do so might serve asa useful example here- 
after. 

To administer the rules fairly is, comparatively, 
an easy task; hut there is great difficulty in organiz- 
ing the committees of the house so as fo do justice 


fo all parties. As much in deliberation depends 
upon the statement of the proposition to be discuss- 
ed, so the efficiency of this body depends greatly 
upon the constitution of the committees which pre- 
sent most of the subjects upon which itacts. It is, 
therefore, important to the parties, and to the coun- 
try, that the power of proposing, through these 
committees, should be fairly and rightly bestowed. 
To ascertain what is fair in the dispensation of this 
power, is the most difficult duty, as it should be the 
most anxious care of a speaker. To say that I had 
developed the general principles of a just organiza- 
tion, would be to claim far more than I deserve. 
But, that such principles may be established by a 
reference to tbe position of parties, and the nature 
of the questions to be considered, I do not doubt, 
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An act further to amend the act entitled an act to 
provide for taking the sixth census or enumeration 
of the inhahitants of the Uoited States. 

An act tor the relief of Gordon S. Hubbard, Ro- 
bert A. Kenzie, and others. 

An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to 
encourage the intrnduction and promote the eultiva- 
tion of tropical plants. [For the benefit of the wi- 
dow and ehildren of Dr. Henry Perrine, killed by 
the Indians in Florida. 

An act to confirm to the state of Indiana the land 
selected by her lor that portion of the Wabash and 
Erie canal whieh lies between the mouth of the 
Tippecanoe river and Terre Haute, and for other 
| purposes. 

An act granting a pension to Lemuel White. 

‘An act for the relief of Wm. P. Rathuone. 

An act granting a pension to Hannah Leighton. 
An act for the relief of Jacob Seeley. 

An act for the relief of Wm. Jones. 

‘An aet for the relief of Charles M. Keller and 
| Henry Stone. 

An act for the relief of lieut. John E. Bispham. 

An act for the relief of John Carter. 

An aet for the relief of Joseph Bogy. 

An act for the relief of Jean Baptiste Comeau. 

An act for the relief of Agnes Dundas. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Miguel Es- 
ava. n 

An act to refund the duties on the French ship 
Alexandre. 

An act to amend the act entitled an aet to amend 
the act passed on May 13, 1800, entitled *an act to 
amend an act entitled an act to establish the judicial 
courts of the United States.” 

An act for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh & Co. 

Toint resolution to present incorporated universi- 
ties, colleges, &c. with copies of the catalogue of 
the library of congress. 

fG The bill Tor the settlement of the claims of the 
states of Maine and Georgia, for the services of 
their militia, amounting together to about the sum 
of $458,000, passed both houses of congress, and 


without regret—its trappings all may see, but its 
ties and trials must be endured to be under- 
stood. 

It is not, however, so easy a thing to sever, even 
for a season, the kindly ties of friendship, and it is 
painful to reflect upon the thousand aceidents of 
life which may prevent many, very many, of us 
from ever meeting again. 

But, although the traces of individual action are 
soon lost inthe rapid current of events, it is still | 
cheering to think that we have contributed to those 
great but silent results of a well-ordered govern- 
ment, which shed their blessings daily throughout 
the land. Stiil prouder is tbe hope that, with or 
withont us, our country is on the march to fulfil its 
mighty destiny, and accomplish the higb mission of 
relorm, npon which we tondly believe itis sent.— 
Permit me, ere I conclude, to renew my grateful 
acknowledgments to you for tte honor you have 
bestowed upon me, and the kind consideration 
which you have shown me upon so many occasions. 

May each and all of you return in safety to your 
homes, to enjoy, in domestic life, a grateful repose 
from your labors, and to receive, in the gratulations 
of confiding eonstituents, the highest reward with 
which a representative can be honored. 

And now, when we are about to close the busy 
scene of our labors, and all sense of difference or 
division is for the moment lost in the emotions of 
the parting hour, may I not hope that we shall se- 
parate, to remember only what was pleasant and 
friendly in our past intercourse and to forget all that | 
was painful or disagreeahle. 

May every blessing attend you, 
your progress through life, aud may you continue 
to awaken in the breasts of others the same kindly 
emotions of friendship aud respect with which L 
now take my leave ol you, as I perform my last of- 
ficial duty, and pronounce this house to be adjourn- 
ed without day. 

[The conclusion of the speaker's valedictory was 
followed by unrestrained testimonials of applause 
nc eel a a a UE e was enrolled and brought into the house tor the sig- 
moment of the session, have called for severe re- nature of the speaker Just as the motion was made 
buke.] to close the session; which motion prevailing, it was 

not signed, and therefore did not become a law, al- 
though passed by both houses of congress. 


gentlemen, in 
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: : TA 
The party upon which it naturally devolves to pro- REPRESENTATIVES. uU MC (eram essem TE 
pose a question, ought to have the power, itwould| n aet making appropriations, tn part, for the For th : es Dada Dp 5 926 338 
seem, to present its proposition in the shape for support of government for the year 1841. i Far TP ds Bul PIS 
which itis willing to be responsible. And, as the An act making appropriations for the payment o! por fi ig Sd P 5,500 
different parties hold the affirmative, aceording to revolutionary pensioners for the year 1811. MET Ins Mee E 160.522 
the nature of the question, so ought the constitue Anaet making temporary provision tor lunatics | por e EA 1.144155 
tion of the committees to be varied. In thecom-| Ub the District of Columbia. Ror The Indian department '815.280 
mittees connected with tbe executive departments, An act to authorise the issuing of treasury notes. Eor deceat : RIA Gleis 15,000 
it would seem just that the triends of the existing An act to amend the act to authorise the state of, Mec uta e tell adt Y 
administration should have the majority, to propose Tennessee to issue grants and perfect filles to eer- |" e Creek and Bk Rive: Wien 22.000 
the measures which emanate originally from their tain lands therein described; and to setile the claims For joue MORE Medie x 
party, and lor which they are mainly accountable, | to the vacant and unappropriated lands therein de- For M uU Deiet of CLE PTS 
In committees of investigation it is eqnally clear scribed, passed Apiil 18, 1806. _ PoE Eft Gla, deem aM : 
that the opposition, who hold the affirmative, should} An act waking further provision for the expen: |" 3) andre. ae 1,050 
have the majority and the power. And so upon | $65 of an exploration and survey of that part ol the lFor Pune Mem ondedamum Mes 
other qnestions, a reference to their nature, and to | northeastern boundary line of the United States For PER claims (not b aora) i 
the views of the varions sections of our confederacy, which separates the states ol Maine and N. Hamp- N a P 4.645 
will generally enable a speaker to approximate to shire from the British POUR T for tt i Renae 
just rules in constituting the connnitees which | An aet further to continue in force the act (or 8 | A hount of definite and specified ap- 
take charge of these measures. But in all cases I I Ur uL dE p lost in the pioyriations $22,606,193 
re Palat af E Deque Anact making appropriations for the civil and di- T S pen ADO R 
That I have sometimes failed in my most earnest, Plomatic expenses of government for the year 1841; TE to be EU iub 
attempts to do justice, I freely confess; but it is} (of which there was for the post office $4,812,620). Glain de corporation of the city 
something, if 1 can hope tbat I have at least made į oe appropriations for the navy for of Mubile. at 
i ier lor those who succeed iae, to act upon some: 77 M d And D i » 8 , 
Prise Bim: an that of giving the S hole power] o appropriations for the army for cu MERE T 
i arties, without regard y a T : 1 ; 
b D E E d cine UE ur um An act making appropriations for the Indian de- E DIT. arrears of 
station with the anthority of justice, and how much acus run treaty stipulations with the In- jus. due to clerks of Boston cus- 
i iews of parties from |°" S oe 1 : 832 837. 
eee ee m id mius S the| An act making appropriations for the expense of dp uer Eus um 
mere power of numbers, and administer it with an |a delegation of western Seminole Indians. E (om house from £332 to 1837 
exclusive eye to the interests of a part, and it may Anact making appropriation for destitute Kic- | TI POS E faite A ihe aggregate 
becoie the engine of as much fraud aud oppres- apno Indians, and removing and subsisting the Swan Weise 2 y d 2 i 150.000 
sion as can be practised in a country so free as | Creek and Black River Indians, ot Michigan. 3 i Rc 
ours. p ud for M relief of Mary TESE E $22,756,193 
ught, perhaps, fo apologize to you for this n act making appropriations lor the 5 á ; NES 
Morahan T roars to fie AIE which | the military academy for 1841. From DE s PER idt 
have governed me, bnt it is the last time I shall| An act tn authorise a register to be granted to the E ane hon fhe sevene 
ever claim your indulgence, aud I owed it to. my- schooner Amistead. : crite de RI POSSET 4.812.620 
self, and to you, to make the explanation. If I have dae D a Benevolent MEOS zs 5 iMm 
: it : society, in the Distric : i 
foe wrongs sone am reperite car eie o contam ani palen gaa Mung be roe om oe 
I seek no higher reward than the kind expression nf An aet making appropriations for certain fortifi- | con treasury exclusive of the re- 
yonr Ee wbich you have just been pleased cations of the United States for the year 1841. demption ot treasury notes and gui 
to offer me. j BILLS WHICH ORIGINATED IN THE SENATE. | any standing appropriations, such ie 
Tam soon to pass away from the station with] An act supplementary to an act to abolish impri- DR AS n pd t “gr ea 
which you enii me, and I part from itisonment for debt in certain cases. militia, and other annual charg cds 
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CHRONICLE. . 

AMISTAD CAsE. The sapreme court. The National 
Inrelligeneer of this morning says: Fur some days past 
we have not been enabled, owing to the bustle of the. 
times, to lav belure oar readers the usual account of 
the daily siiüings of the supreme court. They are all 
broaght up, however, to-day. Am 

"Tue reader will perceive that yesterday the decision 
ol the eourt was rendercd in the case of the U. States, 
appellant, vs. the Amistad, &e. and that the judg- 
ment of the district court of Conneeticut im that case 
was allirmed iu every respect, except as to sending 
the negroes back tu Afriea: they are by the decision 
discharged as free men. k ; 

The court is expected to end its annual session and 
adjourn this day, Wednesday, 10.h instant. 


BALTIMORE COFFEE TRADE. By a letter from Rio 
Janeiro, it seems that of 297,590 bags of coffec export- 
ed into the United States daiuug the year 1540, Balti- 
inore received 103,617 bags, or inore than nne-third of 
the whole. The eompleiion of our connections by 
canal und rail road with the immense chain of Penn- 
Sylvania wurks will have the effect of increasing, large- 
ly and steadily, both the export and import trade of the 
eily of Baliimore, and wall make her in due timeas 
great a market for dry goods as she now is lor groce- 
ries. 

Baxxs. The U. S. bank and Michigan. The De- 
troit Daily Advertiser slates that the tailare of the U. 
S. bank will bea severe blow to Michigan, that institu- 
tion holding uearly two millions of the Michigan staie 
bounds. ltsaysall the hopes of Michigan to prosecute 
her internal improvements, have been based on the 
ability vf the bank to pay the state the amount ci these 
bonds. 

We learn from the St. Louis papers that the State 
Dank of Illinois has been bled to yield to the gene- 
ral pressure, and again suspend specie payments. 


Tre BOUNDARY question. Lord Jolin Russell is re- 
ported to have said in debate that he would be willing 
Io eonfide the settlement of the bouadary question to 
general Scott alone,in the conviction that he would 
render strict justice to both nations! A very high 
compliment to gen. Scott, and a strong indication of an 


aiaicable termination of that dilliculty. _ . 
[N. Y. American. 


Dzarm. James D. Westcott, late secretary of state 
of New Jersey, died at lis residence in the city of 
Trenton, on Thusday of last week, in the 66th year of 
his age. 


DELEGATES TO THE PnirisH AND Foreten BIBLE so- 
CIETY. Ata meeting of the board of managers of the 
Auneilean Bible suciety, held last evening, the rev. 
George Cookman, chaplain to ihe senate ot the United 
States, was appointed a delegate from that body to re- 
present them at the next anniversary of the Britishand 
Foreign Bible society, ta be held at Exeter Hall, Lon- 
don, in May next. We understand that Mr. Cook- 
man will depart in the steainship President onthe 10th 
inst. UN. Y. Com. Adv. 


LixenaxcE, at New York. Exchange on Philadel- 
phia as geting rather better. Exebanges, including 
certificates and cheeks. Bank notes in distant places 
are at 3 percent. larger discunnt. Boston, par 4; Phi- 
ladelphia, tad‘; Baltimore, 4; Ricimond, 5!; Peters- 
barg, 53; Norfolk, 53; Raleigh, do. do.; Wilmington, 
do. do.; Chaileston, 2:5 Augusta, 113125; Macon, 13; 
Colombus, 7405; Savannah, 5; Mobile, 11121125 Inte- 
rior, Ala. 125; N. Orleans, $; St. Logis, 10311; Lonis- 
ville, 10; Cinemnati, 92210; Nashville, 15; Michigan, 4. 
Bills on London, 7275 do. Franee 91.391932. 
(Jour. Com. 


Fires. A! Providence. On Thursday morning, at 
half past one o'clock, the buildings belonging to A. 
Anthony & Co’s tannery, in. Olneyville, were disco- 
vered io be on fire, and m a short ime were enürcly 
consumed. The buildings contained. 4,000 pounds of 
wuol, a large quantity of leather, hides, &oc. Adjoin- 
ing the buddings burnt was a grist unll. containing a 
lugo qnantily of grain which, together with the miil, 
was parily destroyed. Luss about $35,000, No insu- 
rance. 

At Pensacola. We learn fiom the Pensacola Gia- 
zeve of the 20: ult. that Collin’s hotcl, in. that city, 
wits destroyed by fire on that day. 

IxatormaL ApDREss. ‘Tle inaugural address reach- 
ed Philadelphia, by expicss, at ten minutes after six 
clock oa Thursday evening. "he distance tron 
Dalumore 10 Philadclphia—96 wiles—was thas per- 
formed in about 4 hours. 

The governament express from. Washington, which 
took che inangaral address. of president. Harrison, 
reached New York at a lew minutes belor? 11 o'clock 
at night, having aceumpl=hed the distance in the un- 
precedentedly short space of ten hours. 


Ivaveuration. Among the incidents belonging to 
the day ot the mauguratiun, we note the fullowing: 

Mr. Dauc Neaton, an enterprising tarmer of Spring- 
ficld, Delaware county, VPennsylyama, on the morning 
ofthe day, presented to the general a “Fated ealf? 
Most neally dressed by bis own hands at bis residence 
und whieh he brought to this eny, well pre: ved, 
hoxrd up in ice. The animal was one af the finest of 
ir. hind. Ji was five months eld, and weighed! 351 Ibs. 

tibe presemanon was aceonipauied by a veiy brief, 
well-timed, and well-expressed uddress by Mr. Newton. 
Phe gis wus received by the promavat elt in the samo 


spirit which prompted its bestowal; attended by his 
thanks to Mr. N. for his kindness in making it; and an 
expression of his great regard for the agricultural in- 
lerests of the vonntry. 

T'he splendid coach builtin Baltimore for the presi- 
dent elect arrived yesterday, and was presented to him 
by the builder, (Mr. Lee), in the name of the Whigs af 
the monumental city. 1t was taken to the presidents 
house, where it can be seen by those desirous ol view- 
iug a splendid specimen of American workmanship. 

A walking eame, made of part of the coaeh of ge- 
neral Washington, richly mounted, and bearing an 
appropriate inscription, was presented on Wednesday 
last to general Harrison, by bishop Meade, of Virginia, 
through Mr. Custis, of Arkington. (Nat. int. 


THE LADIES AT THE WHITE HOUSE. The lady who is 
to beat the head of domestic affairs, on the coining in 
of the new administration, is the widow of Win. Har- 
rison, the son of the president, who died a few months 
ago. There will be associated with her Mrs. ‘Taylor, 
the youngest daughter of gen. Harrison, and Mrs 
Taylor, the mother of the last mentioned lady's hus- 
baud. ‘The general’s wife intends to. remain the mis- 
tress of North Bend, and at the white house will be a 
visiter. It will interest some of our readers to know 
that all these ladies are eommunieants in the Episco- 
palehureh. We trast their Christian deporiment in 
ihe elevated station which they occupy will do honor 
to the profession. The general’s privale secretary will 
be his son inlaw, Mr. Taylor. UN. Y. Jour. Com. 


McLro». The London Morning Herald of the 8th 
dei an article on the imprisonment of Mce- 

eod: 

As to the plea pat forward by Mr. Forsyth, of the 
state of New York having rishis independent of the 
federal government, in vindication of whieh the au- 
thorihes there can try and hang British subjects for 
acis avowed to have been committed by the order of 
their own government, it will not bear a moment's in- 
vesligation, or, if it deserves an answer it is this—that 
if the erown of Great Britain be insulted and aggrieved 
by the staie of New York, in the person of colonel 
McLeod, the state of New Yoik must answer to Great 
Britain for the outrage; and if the other states of the 
repablican union should make commen eause with 
that of New York, then the whole republican union, 
whose orators in congress have stimulated the popular 
passions, ravening for the bluod of a loyal and innocent 
subject of the British crown, must take the conse- 
quences. 


Law CASE—IMPORTANT DECISION. Ju a ease reccnt- 
ly before the court of common pleas in Dauphin coun- 
ty, judge Parsons decided “the true rule of policy and 
of law, to be: That when bank notes are current at 
the place in which they are paid, and they are received 
without ubjection, and paid im good faith, without any 
knowledge that the bank had failed, or where, from 
the facts, it conld not be inferred that it had, although 
atthe timc, the nutes in the place where the bank is 
| located, are not current but nuerly worthless, still, in 
law, itis a valid payment of a pre-exisung debt, and 
when so received, and the debt ur judgment satisfied, 
it is a payment, and the original debt is relinquished.” 
The case has been removed to the supreme court for 
revision. [Pennsylvanian. 


Record vorm womrGacrs, In a ease decided on 
Thursday last in our superior court, it appeared that 
Mr. Aaron G. Gano being the owner of one ol the 
,unmpensc pork houses in. Cincinnati, mortgaged it to 
ithe Comimereial bank for $19,000, io secure a bona tide 
debt. ‘the mortgage was correctly drawn up, execut- 
ed and acknowledged, according to law, but was nat 
unuiediately recorded by the bank. Before it was re- 
eorded the Bank of the United States obtained a heavy 
jJadgiment in Cineinnati against Mr. Gano, without 
nonce of the morigage. Tie court Gude Este) decid- 
ed that the yadguieut was the prier hen on the lot and 
buildings, and thus, for want of recording in due time 
the Comunercial bank has been cut out of. $19,000.— 
Sucli is the law of our state, vide statutes of Ohio, vol. 
2J, page 345. 

. Counsel fur U. 8. bank, Messrs. Chase & Ball.— 
For Commercial Bank, Messrs. Wrishi & Hodges. 

‘The case, we understand, will be appealed to the 

supreme court. [Cincinnati Repatlican. 


NEWLY MANUFACTURED eroru. The London cor- 
respoudent of the Boston Post thus notices the mann- 
facture of a species of cloth that is calculated to make 
à new eta in articles of wearing appoarcl— 

A valuable patent.— About six montis ago, I was in- 
troduced to an. Anicrican, who visited this country for 
the purpose of seenrinz a. valuable patent for a new 
method of manutaeturing woollen cluth, d examined 
numerous specimens ol the cloth, all of which appear 
ed very well, und possessed important. improvements 
over he English broadcloth and eassimeres but as Ii 
knew liule about the article, I did not make any men- 
tion of it at that tine, for however sanguine au inven- 
tor ofany new instrumeut may lo, ur however strong- 


ly convinced the discoverer of any new theory or sy's- 
tem mar be, that it is superior to all. others, the public 
do not always find it to provo such. As this woollen 
eloth is now ollered for salo, and as several of the larve 
London houses have purehased hundretls of pieces for 
the purpose of introducing ir. Lam jasitied in calling 
aventon toi "Phe Colonial Gazette diua noticed the 


parent several tavoihs site: "Mr Wels has invent 
ed a machine, and has disvovercd a process by which 
woollen cloth ef every sort is produced at less than u 
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fourth part of the cost hitherto usual. The material ig 
not woven bat compressed. 'Two urehins, with the 
machine, can turn ont one hundred yards of the broad- 
cloth in twelve hours; and where twenty-four shillings 


were demanded per yard, six shillings afford the new | 


manufaeturers abundant remuneration. We have ins 
spected and handled, as roaghly as we liked, speci- 
mens of every variety, from the linest scarlet cloth for 
officers’ uniforms, down to blankets and carpets, and 
we certainly could not, either by sight or touch, dis- 
tinguish them trom eorresponding pieces made in thé 
old fashion.” 

This new cloth is likely to ereate a great revolution 
among the manufactarers, for already they discover 
that itis something more than a mere bubble of an hour. 
The Ausuian government has purchased the right to 
manulacture in Austria, and several other righis to 
manulacture it in England and France have also been 
purcliased. There are four or five large mills now in 
constant operation in this country, which turn out 
daily sevoial hundied pieces of the cloth of various 
qualities. Soon the markets here will be filled with it, 
and nn doubt a large quantity will be sold in the U. 
States, as Mr. Wells, who is a N. Yorker, informed me 
that so soon as he had eompleted his arrangements 
for supplying the European markets, he shonld estab- 
lish several large factories in America. Mr. Wells 
has worn a frock coat made of this new cloth, almost 
every day during the last six months, and it is an ele- 
gant garment even now—the material being compress- 
ed there is no thread in it, and the nap has the same 
smooth, glossy appearance as when 1 first looked at it. 
The cheapness, durability, and beautiful appearance 
of this new cloth, must give it a deeided udvantage 
over all other kinds. So far it has met with greai favor 
from the most extensive dealers in cloths in London. 


Ox prts. The Philadelphia North American of yes- 
terday says: 

Among the on dits of the day,it is rumored that 
Nicholas Biddle, esq. is about to put forth a publication 
upon the concerns of the United States bank, with an 
especial reference to its condition at the time he resign- 
ed the presidency. 


Resienations. We learn that Mr. Coddington has 
resigned the office of post master of this city, and B. 
F. Butler, esq. that of U S. distriet attorney. 

[N. Y. Joar. Com. 

George Bancroft, esq. collector of the port of Boston 
and Chailestown, senton to Washington, to-day, his re- 
signation of that office, to take eflect trom this time. 

[Bay State Democrat, 

We learn that John M. Read, esq has resigned the 


office of United States attorney for this district. 
(Phil. Ing. 


Rait Roaps. A correspondent of the Philadelphia 
United Siates Gazette says: ‘I'here are now three thou- 
sand three hundred and nineteen miles of rail roads 
completed, aud in daily use in the United States, con- 
structed ata cost of eighty-six millions. of dollars, and 
yielding an average profit of seven and a half per cent. 
Besides these, the railroads which are in progress of 
completion, and those projected, will make about ten 
thousand miles of rail roads in the United States. 


Steamboat CREOLE. Awful catastrophe! The steam- 
boat Create burnt—toss af many lives, and great destrue- 
tion of property. 

Vhe steamboat Creole, captain Dalman, one of the 
Red river packets, on her passage from Natchitoches 
to New Orleans, with a cargo of upwards of one hun- 
dred bales uf cotton, boxes of specie, bundles of bunk 
notes, merchandise, &c. came out of Red river at the 
grey of dawn on Monday morning. When about two 
iles below, she was discovered to be on fire, and a 
general alarm was given The passengers, more than 
sixty in number, and consisting of men, women and 
children, were all in their berths at the time. The fire 
connueaccd at the atier part of the boat, the tiller ropes 
were ininodiately severed, and the contusion, consier- 
nation and pauie which ensued, defies description. 
Amid the raging of the flames, the engine continued 
working, and drove the buat against the shore. Here 
four persons leaped off and escaped. Rebounding, as 
it uppeared, she altered her course and running near 
a mile and a half, brought up against the bank on the 
opposite side of the river. 

li the meantime, and while the Creole was crossing 
the river, many of the passengers, and some of the 
crew, threw over bales of cotton on which they cm- 
hurked. Sume missing their aim in jumping, or their 
balance alicrwards, were preempitated into the shun 
aad drowned. Many remained on board tll she reach- 
cd the opposite shore. when they leaped off A jew 
were furtunato to reuch the land, but the greater part 
plunged into the water, nnd it is believed of these near- 
y all were reseued. ‘The present estimate is that about 
twelve himun beings lust their lives by the catastrophe. 
Of the 20 or 30 unaccounted forit is hoped the most 
of them floated ollon eotton, and may have been 
picked up by steamboats and other craft... "There. wus 
scarcely an aruele saved. The passengers, malo and 
female, with scarcely an exception, escaped with bare- 
ly what they sleptin, LN. O. Bulletin, 


Sroeks. U.S. bank sold at New York on the 19 h 
sat Baltimore Vf to 134; at Philadelphia 


inst. at 15 
163 to 167: 

Nales of stucks at New York, March 8. $2 000 Jodi- 
ann bunds, 83); 21,000 linois Us, 1250, oi, 1,;20 
shares U.S, bank, 171218; 75 do. Canton company, 
20321; ¥11,700 exchange on Philadelphia, 942. 1 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
ENGLAND. 

Reform. The following is an extract from lord 
John Russell's speech on the first night of the ses- 
sion of parhament: 

“I will not mistake instilulions for abuses, and at- 
tack thein as if they were vices in our political sys- 
tem. Í wish to maintain the institutions of tnis 
country, end 1 wish not to undertake any reform— 
improvement though it be called—which is incom- 
patible with those wsliivtions L wish to maintain 
au established church—[ wish to see an beredilary 
house of peers—1 wish to maintain an hereditary 
mouarchy. 1l there be any plans proposed which 
I think hostile to those instilutions, they shall have 
my decided opposition. 1 do not wish in the least to 
disguise my views. If there be any plans proposed 
which, as I think, would tend to a repubuc—to 
overturn the church, or to the destruction of the 
hereditary peerage—I shall, as I have always done, 
state my sentiments to the house, and explain the 
ground of my opposition. Butitis not just to con- 
found the resistance to innovations of this kind— 
resistance to changes ol this nature—with resist- 
ance to improvement. I think that, in the present 
state of this country, the safest improvements will 
be those which cau be gradually carried, without 
olfering disturbance to our political system.” 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

Montevideo and Buenos Ayres. By the brig Su- 
san, capt. Laudeman, from Montevideo, the Ex- 
change received the Constitutional, published at 
Montevideo, and the Biitish Packet, published at 
Bu nos Ayres, on the 26ih Dee. The most im- 
portant news is the accuunt of a hard fought battle 
between the troops of gov. Rosas and general La- 
velle, and the deleat of the latter. We copy the 
following from the British Packet: 

The following letter froin an officer in the army 
has been handed to us hy a fiiend. 1t contains 
some interesting particulars: 

* Vila de los Ranchos, Dec. 12, 18 t0. 

“My esteemed friend: You will, long before this, 
have learned the mortal blow we dealt to the mis- 
creant Unitatians, the enemies of the peace of two 
republics, and the apostates from the cause of A me- 
rica in general, on the field of Quebracho Herrado, 
the 28th ultimo. The conduct of our gallant inen 
is beyond all praise, and our commander-in-chiet, 
president Oribe, his second in command, gen. Pa- 
checo, aud, indeed, all our chiefs aud officers have 
covered themselves with immortal glory. We 
commenced our march from Corondo on the 25ih 
ult. at half past four in the afternoon, lraversing a 

VoL X—818. 8, 


6| right by col. Lagos. 
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desert which did not afford us even a single drop of 


water to allay our parching thirst. 

On the 28th we came up with the enemy, about 
4,000 in number, at Los Quebrachitos, 26 leagues 
from Coronda, and here the battle took place, our 
army being formed in three divisions with their 
corresponding reserves, the left commanded by 
general Pacheco, the centre by col. Costa, and the 
The action began at half past 
tt, and at 2 became general—at 5 the enemy’s ca- 
valry was in complete dispersion, and the infantry 
surrendered at discretion. Lavalle left the field 
with about 800 men, but being closely pursued this 
body likewise dispersed. The pursuit was conti- 
nued for a great distance and immense slaughter 
made. The result of the vietory is 1,500 inen of 
the enemy killed, among the rest col. Baltar, Tori- 
bio Talera, captain Uriarte, Rufino Varela, &c. &c. 
&c.; 700 prisoners, including the offieeis and civi- 
lians, 2 colors, 6 pieces of artillery, and a great 
quantity of acras, 73 carts, 5 carriages, a multitude 
of families a considerable number of horses, all the 
baggage, correspondence, &c. captured, Our loss 
including 40 men who died from thirst, does not 
exceed {30 men. 

La Madrid wasata short distance from this place 
when the action was fought, and here he was join- 
ed by Lavalle; but on our approach they precipi- 
tately retreated to Cordova, The head quarters of 
the army is at present bere (8 Icagues from Cordo- 
va), es likewise the Argentine and French commis- 
stoners general Mancilla and M. Halay. The lat- 
ter had an interview with Lavalle, who requested 
some time to reply to the propositions offered hiin. 
We are waiting for the answer, which is rot ex- 
pected to be satislactory, iu order to gtve the finish- 
ing stroke to the work we have commenced. All 
this quarter of Cordova Bas been restored to the le- 
gal authority of governor Manuel Lopez, who is 
also with us. We have likewise been joined by 
colonel Maza and his battalion, who could not come 
up in time to have a shareinthe action, Governor 
Juan Pablo Lopez was also prevented by iil health 
from having a part in it. 

La Madrid’s force, insignificant as it was, has 
been completely demolished by the defeat of La- 
valle, his troops having nearly all deserted him.— 
The only assistance he reckons upon, is Acha with 
300 iulantry and 150 cavalry, who was on his way 
to join him from Tucuman. M. 

The army has placed itself in communication 
with general Aldao and governor Calderon of San 
Luis, so that were the remnants of the enemy ten 
tunes as strong as {hey are they could not stand be- 
fore us. 

Tampico. Passengers arrived last evening who 
leit Tampico on the táth ult. They were landed 
at the Balize trom the biig Charles Carroll, bound 
tor New York fiom Tampico. 

Business was remarkably dull when they left. A 
conducta had arrived from the interior with half a 
inillion of dollars, abont fifty thousand of which was 
said to be destined for New Orleans; there was then 
no vessels there to convey it hither. 

A rumor was bruited about io Tanpico that ge- 


neral Arista was about joining with Canales, for the | 


purpose of embracing the federal canse. Every 
thing was quiet in the interior. [ Picayune. 
TEXAS. 

The Galveston paper of Feb. 4, says: ‘Congress 
adjourned on the dlh inst. The private treaty with 
England guarantees peace hetween Texas and 
aud Mexico iu 30 days alter its ratification, now 
made, reaches. the capital ol Mexico; Texas agree- 
ing to pay England, as ber part of the debt due 
Mexico, £ 1,000,000 in 50 years." 


There was au arrival at New Orleans on the 34, | 


but it brought little or no news. A hst of consuls 
appears in the papers. ainong which we find the 
name of Henry H. Wiliams, consul at Baltimore. 
Gen. T. J. Green had been appointed minister to 
England. There was na news [rom Mexico to be 
depended upon. . 

Galveston dates to the 22d ult. were received at 
New Orleans on the 24th. The news is of bul 
little interest or importance. Every thing was 
quiet on the western frontier, so far as the Mexi- 
cans were concerned. The Indians were maraud- 
ing and committing triding depredations. OF the 
business and future prospects of Texas, the Ifous- 
ton Telegraph says: 


“The annual revenue of the country may be 
safely estimated at nine hundred thousand dollars— 
the amount of the appropriations for the current 
yearis only six hundred thousand dollars. This 
fact alone is sufficient to dispel all doubt relative to 
the tuture credit of the republic, and to inspire 
complete confidence in lhe bolders of government 
liabilities. And when we take in view, also, the 
certainty of an armistice with Mexico; the remo- 
val of alf apprehension relative to the now enfecbled 
savage eneiny; the late rapid augmentation of the 
industrious classes of the country, and the cxten- 
sion of the foreign relations, we canpof hesitate to 
admit that the prospects of the nation are far more 
encouraging tí. uey have been «t any previous 
period. The flood-tide of prosperity seems to be 
setling in with an irresistible current.” 

The dates from Galveston, received at New Or- 
leans, are to the 28th ult. According to the Bulle- 
tin, entire tranqnillity seems to prevail on the 
Texan frontiers. The whole country is represent- 
edas improving rapidly. Agriculture is the order 
of the day. Great preparations are making for the 


cultivation of cotton. The recent establishment at 
Galveston and Houston of English mercantile 
houses, and the prices which are offered, have gi- 
vena new impulse to the culture of that great staple. 

The Galveston papers state that col. Dangerfield 
has been appointed charge d'affaires to France, 
judge Webb, minister to Mexico; aud gen. Green, 
charge to England. A gentleman from Austin as- 
sures us that gen. Green has not been appointed to 
England, and that gen. Hamilton will continue to 
act as minister at the court of St. James. 

The new tariff isto take effect on the 1st of 
April. The highest rate of duty is 45 per cent. in 
promissory noles, equal to abeut S per cent. for 
money ou the invoice price of merchandise. 

Methodist church. We have before us the minutes 
of the first conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
church of Texas, recently held by the rev. bishop 
Waugh, from which we learn the state of that 
chureh in the new republic. The following is the 
number jn soeiety: 


Whites. Cold. Whites. Cold. 
St. Augustine 266 52 |Austin 67 5 
Jasper 104 32 |Brazoria 45 21 
Nacogdoches 246 17 |Victoria and Ma- 
Crockett 75 l| tagorda 103 24 
Montgomery 288 8 |Galveslon 17 7 
Houston 13 11 |Washiogton 28t 40 
Harrison 63 Nashville 10 8 
Rutersville 7 4 = 
1,623 230 
RECAFITULATION. 
Whites. Col'd. 
Members 1,623 230 
Local preachers 25 
Total 1,648 230 


There are three districts in Texas, viz: San Au- 
gustine, Galveston and Rutersville. There are 
eighteen preachers belonging to the conference— 
these are exclusive of the local ministry. We per- 
ceive that three places are to be supplied by the 
bishop. The next conference is to be held at San 
Augustine on the 23d of December. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

Extra session. We copy from the National 
Intelligencer of tie 18th inst. the following procla- 
mation of the president of the United States cal- 
ling an extra session of congress: 

By the President of the United States of America, 
A PROCLAMATION, 


Wuereas sundry important and weighty mat- 
| ters, principally growing out of the condition of the 
| revenue and finances of the country, appear to me 
to call for the consideration of congress at an earlier 
| day than its uext annual session, and thus form an 
exiraordinary occasion, such as renders necessaty, 


in my judgment, the convention of tbe two houses 
as soon as may be practicable, I do, therefore, by 
this my proclamation, convene the two houses of 
congress, to meet in the capitol at the city of Wash- 
ington, on the last Monday, being the thirty-first 
day, of May next. And I require the respective 
senators and representatives then and tbere to as- 
seinble, in order to receive such information re- 
apecting the slate of the union as may be given to 
them, and to devise and adopt such measures as the 
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good of the country may seem to them, in the ex- 
ercise of their wisdom and discretion, to require. 


In testimony whereof, 1 have caused the seal of 


the United States to be hereunto affixed, and sign- 
ed the same with my hand. 3 

Done at the city of Washington, this seven- 
teenth day of March, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight bundred and forty- 
one, and of the independence of the United 
States the sixty-(!th. 

W. H. HARRISON. 


[e s] 


By the president: 
DANIEL WEBSTER, secrelary of state. 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate. y 

A. A. Hail, of Tennessee, to be charge d'atfaires 
to the republic of Venezuela, in the place of Johu 
G. A. Williamson, deceased. 3 : 

Lorenzo Draper, to be consul for the city of Paris, 
in France, in the place of Daniel Brent, deceased. 

Nathaniel P. Causin, jr. secretary to the presi- 
dent, to sign patents. R 

Tbomas Hayes, navy ageut, Philadelphia. 

Win. M. Meredith, attorney U.S. for the eastern 
distriet of Pennsylvania, in the place of John M. 
Read, resigned. 

Walter Forward, attorney U. S. for the western 
district of Pennsylvania, in the place of J. P. An- 
derson, resigned. 

Henderson Taylor, attorney U. S. for the western 
district of Louisiana, in the place of Benjamin F. 
Linton, resigned. ny? 

Ogden HoíIman, attorney, U. S. for the district 
of New York 

Henry C. Bosler, U. S. marsbal, for the western 
district of Pennsylvania, in the place of Arnold 
Plumer, resigned. 

Daniel Hugunin, U.S. marshal, for the district of 
Wiskonsio, in the place of Edward James resigned. 

Clark Robinson, U. 8. marshal, for the northern 
district of New York, in the place of Nathaniel 
Garrow, deceased. 

Win. Barron, U. S. marshal for the district of 
Vermont; vice Heman Lowry. 

Solomon Lincoln, U. S. marshal for the district 
of Massaclinsetts; vice J. L. Sibley. 

Bernard Peyton, to be deputy postmaster al Rich- 
mond, Virginia; vice C. W. Gooch. 

Miles Setden Watkins, to be deputy postmaster 
al Huntsville, Alabama; vice D. B. Turner. 

Lieut. W. K. Hanson, to be a captain by brevet. 

Wm. A. Spencer, to be a captain inthe navy. 

Abraham Bigelow, to be a commander in the 
navy. 

Wm. L, Maury, to be a lieutenant in the navy. 

Officers of the customs— Collectors. 

Ebenezer Bacon, Barnstable, Mass. vice Henry 
Crocker, whose commission expired on the 3d in- 
stant. 

Isaac N. Stoddard, Plymouth, Mass. vice Seny- 
ler Sampson, whose commission expired on the 1th 
instant. 

Myles Elliott, jr. Hertford, North Carolina, re- 
appotnted. ; . 

James Danaghe, New Haven, Connecticut, vice 
W. H. Eilis, whose commission expired on the 11th 
instant. 

Austin Baldwin, Middletown, Conneclient, vice 
Noah H. Phelps, whose commission expired on the 
lith instant. 

Nathan Cummings, Portland, Maine, vice John 
Anderson, whose commission expired on the bith 
instant. 

Wm. R, Watson, Providence, R. 1l. vice Walter 
R. Danlortb, whose cominissian expired on the ULth 
instant. 

Tristam Storer, Saco, Maine, vice John F. Scam- 
mon, whose cominission expired on the 11th inst. 

Daniel Remick, Kennebank, Maine, vice Bar- 
nabas Palmer, whose commission expired on the 
tth instant. 

Henry Sonthinayd, assistant collector of the cus 
toins for the district of New York, to reside at Jer- 
gey city, in the state of New Jeisey, vice J. M. 
Coruelison, resigned. 

Surveyors, 

Wana. P, Greene, Providence, Rhode Island, vice 
Jolin B. Barton, whose comission expired on the 
3u instant. 

Robert Butler, Sinithficld, Va. re-appointed. 

Gordon Forbes, Yeocomico, Va. ri appointed. 

Win, Pinkoey, WBalluneie, Maryland, vice lunes 
Moher, Whose comtabsion expired es the (lf 
rostant. 

Jedediah W. Knislif, Pan caluch, Rhode Island, 
vice George Brown, whose commission expired on 
the 12th instant. 

Geo. Howland, Tiverton, R. Island, vice Charles 
Durlee, whose commission expned on the 11th ine 
stant. 


Land officers— Registers. 

Jesse K, Dubois, Palestine, Illinois, vice Joseph 
Kitchell, whose commission expired on the 5th in- 
stant. 

James M. Hartford, Jackson, Mississippi, vice 
Thomas H. Hopkins, resigned, k 

[The Madisonian says: The appointments which 
have been sent to the seuate for confirmation, have 
been chiefly to fill vacancies. It inay be of some 
use to state our belief that removals and appoint- 
inents generally which seem to be expected, will 
not take place withont deliberation, for which time 
and opportunity are neeessary.] 


REPRESENTATIVES OF FOREIGN STATES NOW 
IN WASHINGTON. Envoys extraordinary and mi- 
nisters plenipotentiary accredited. to the U. States. 

From Great Britain. Heury S. Fox, esq. pre- 
sented March, 1836. 

From Russia. M. Al. de Bodisco, presented May, 
1838. 

From the Argentine confederation. 
presented October 11, 1538. 

From Austria. Baron de Marschal, presented 
October 13, 1538. 

From Spain. Chevalier d’Argaiz, presented Sep- 
tember 27, 1839. 
From France. 

18410. 


Gen. Alvear, 


M. de Bacourt, presented July, 


Ministers resident. 

From Prussia. Baron de Roenne, presented June, 
1834. 

From Portugal. M.Figauiere e Morao, present- 
ed December 31, 1849. 

List of charges d'affiires. 

Mr. Steen Bille, charge d'aifaires of Denmark, 
eredential letter Noveiaber, 1325. 

Chevalier Adrian Martini, charge d'affaires ol 
the Netherlands, eredential letter Joly, 1833. 

M. Charles Serruys, charge d'affaires ol Belgium, 
credential letter September, 1833. 

Chevalier de Nordin, charge d'affaires of Sweden, 
eredential letter Noveinber, 1838 

Count de Colobiano, charge d'affaires of Sardinia, 
credential letter February, 1539. 

Bernard E. Bee, charge d'aifaires of Texas, ere- 
dential letter April, 1840. 


PRESENTATION. Yesterday, at half after two 
o'clock, his excellency M. A. pr Bonrsco, the 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary 
of the einperor of Russia to the United States, ac- 
companied by the secretary of legation, M. DE 
STOEKLES, Was presented to the president by the 
secretary of state. 

M. pe Bopisco delivered the following address, 
to which the president made the subjoined reply: 

Address of M. A. de Bodisco, 

l bave the honor to present myself before yon, 
Mr. President, as the envoy extraordinary and ini- 
nister plenipotentiary to lis majesty the emperor of 
all the Russias, to congratulate you upon your ele- 
vation of the chief magistracy of the conlederation 
ot the United States. 

Called by the most flattering suffrages to preside 
over the destinies of seventeen millions of Aineri- 
cans, yon enter, Mr. President, upon the exercise of 
your high functions atan epoch when all the foreign 
relations of the United States present themselves 
under a gratilying aspect, and the assurances that 
you have, of your own accord, given ou the day ol 
your inauguration, afford an additional guaranty for 
their duration. 

] esteem myselt happy, Mr. President, to be able 
to assure you that my auzust master the emperor, 
desire most sinceiely the continuation of the friend- 
ly relations so liappily established between Russia 
and the United States; aud all my wishes, Mr. Pie-. 
sident, will be gratified if, with your amiable con- 


p currence, it shall be reserved for ine to draw still 


closer the bonds of the relation already existing. 

} pray you Mr. President, to be assured that it is 
my sincere wish to render myself constantly wor- 
thy af the esteem of the chief magistrate of the 
union, 

Reply of the president, 

l receive, sir, the congratulation which yon offer 
me, in your capacity of envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary of the emperor of all the 
Russias, upon my election to the presideney of the 
United States, with great pleasure, 

Fiom the epoch which intiaduved the United 
Stites fo the world as an independent nation; the 
nest andeable relations have existed between (hein 
wel the powerful aad distinguished monarchs who 
have successively swayed the seeptre of Russia. 
The presidents, iny predecessors, acting in behali 
and under the authority ot the people, their consti- 
tuents, have never failed to use every proper veca- 
sion fo confirm and strengthen the Friendship so 
auspiciously commencgd, aud which a wutuality 


of interests render so desirable to be continued. I 
assure you, sir, that none of them felt the obliga- 
tions of this duty more powertuliy than I do, and 
you cannot in language too strong cominunicate to 
your august monarch my sentiments on this sub- 
jeet. And permit me to add, that no more accept- 
able medium of communicating them could have 
been aflorded than that ol a personage who has 
rendered himself so acceptable, as well to the peo- 
ple as to the government of the United States. 
LNut. Int. of 13th. 


TNAUGURATION INCIDENTS. 

Among the gralilying incidents of inanguration 
day, was the assemblage of some of the surviving 
officers and soldiers of the late war, who were plac- 
ed immediately in front of the president in the pro- 
cession, and conducted by gen. Leslie Combs, of 
Kentueky, in the costume of a Keutucky volunteer, 
and such a one as general Harrison generally wore 
while commanding on the northwestern frontier. 

Tippecanoe, Mississinewa, and the Thames, 
river Raisin and Dudley's defeat, Fort Meigs and 
Fort Erie, Chippewa, Lundy's lane, Brigewater, 
Queenstown, &c. were all represented by the few 
veterns present; a majority of wham bore honorable 
marks upon their persons of their dangerous proxi- 
mity to the enemy in war “long time ago.” 

Alter partaking of relreshments at the presiden- 
tial mansion, they returned to Gadsby’s, and took 
leave of each other in a most feeling manner, atter 
a brief address from gen. Combs. It is to be re- 
gretted that the names of all present were not ob- 
lained in time for this notice. We have been en- 
abled to obtain only the following list: 

Gen, Jaines Miller, of Massachusetts: major Jno. 
G. Cainp, of Virginia; eol. Chas. S. Clarkson, of 
Kentucky; col John MeElvain, of Ohio; major 
Thomas Stockton, of Delaware; major Bacon, Dr. 
Pendergrast, of Kentucky; Dr. J. Pearine, of Va. 
gen. John Payne, of Kentucky; major John Wil- 
lock, of Pennsylvania; Richard S. Chinn, esq. of 
Kentucky; James V. Redden, esq. of Kentucky; 
capt. John A. Rogers, of Tennessee.  [.Nat. Int. 


The final adjournment of the great Baltimore con- 
vention of whig young men. On Thursday morn- 
ing they assembled in large numbers from various 
parts of the union, and took the station assigned 
them in the procession by the marshal of the day, 
marched up to the eapitol, heard the inaugural 
aldress, saw  JViliam Henry Harrison invested by 
the chief justice of the United States with the ot- 
ficial powers to officiate as president of the union, 
accompanied the president to the people's mansion, 
saw hun salely quartered in the wlite Louse, aud 
dined. At 5 o’clock, they reassembled at the City 
Hall, Mr. Horner in the chair; when, after several 
spirited speeches irom Mr. Harvey, of S. Carolina, 
Mr. Adams, of Massachusetts, Mr R.S. Elliott, of 
Pennsylvania, Z. Collins Lee, and Win. Pitts, of 
Maryland, Charles Carter Lee, of Virginia, and 
several others, the convention adjourned sine die, 
in that spirit of harmony and good feeling which is 
the best harbinger aud surest guaranty of what 
the young men of the union can and wili do, when 
duty again ealls them froa their retirement to serve 
in a siunlar manner. ENat. Lut. 


Festivul of whig editors. From the National 
litelligencer. The inauguration of president Har- 
RISON, as is well known to our readeis, brouglit 
thousands of American citizens to the capitol of 
the United States. With the whigs of the union, 
Washington was the pilgrim city, ond tbe multi- 
tude thronged here as did the pilgrims ol olden 


| time to the holy city. The fourth of March, 1541, 


was a new era with the people of the United States. 
‘The citadel had been besieged for a series of twelve 
years and they who were enclosed within its walls, 
clinging to their altars and their principles to the 
last came forth in the end the conquoters of the 
corrupt dynasty, who had held the reins of power. 
Tustead of a surrender, discretionary or by force of 
arms, there was a triumph,and one so complete 
and ustonisbing that besieged as well as besiezers 
were alike amazed at the issue of the contest. 

Of the mapy who came here, and whe had done 
gonil service to the country, were a number of the 
editors and proprietors of the wing press of the 
country. A body of men, who, through their 
newspapers, were in daily communion with one 
another, and representing, as it were, the eye and 
tongue of the nation, were now, for the first lite, 
in the same cily, and bere for the same purpose— 
to participate in an event which had been cousum- 
mated in part through theirageney. The gathering 
of so many of the “press gang" at tread quarters 
was roade tlie occasion ol a lal^roal inectiog. Ar- 
ragements were made accordingly, and a feast of 
good things prepared by onc of the best caterers in 
the city. The time fixed for the convivial meeting 
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was (he evening succeeding the inauguration of 
president Harrison. Some forty of the ioembers of 
the press were present from alinost the extremes of 
the union, There were editors in attendance from 
Maine to Missouri, from New Hainpshire to Ala- 
bama, and from the tops of the Green Mountains to 
the embroyo state of Florida. Old Massachusetts 
was there, and beside her old Virginia; the Einpire 
state was represented from the great comineicial 
city of the union to the interior of the state. New 
Jersey was there, represented by one who had been 
instrumenta! in rallying the great host at Baltimore 
in May; the broad seal was remembered and re- 
spected; and beside her a son of the “Old North 
state" which had shown herself a bright beacon 
light in the midst of surrounding darkness. Mary- 
land was there, and Alabama was there. “The 


Keystone state" was represented from the great | 


city o! the state to its capital; from the former, by 


an adopted son born under the shadow of the old | 
Plymouth rock, and from the latter, but one who | 
hart been the first to rescue the tenants of the log | 


eabins from the degradation which the vassals of | 
power would have cast upon tbem and upon one of 
the great pioneers to the wilderness of tlie west. 
The representation of the American press would 
have done eredit to any body of men in the laud, 
The oldest editor in the country was there, a man 
who, forty-two years since, had put the harness 
upon his back, aud worn it almost from the inaugu- | 
ration of the successor of Washington, to the in- 
augnration of one whom the father of his coantry 
had, in the buoyaney of youth, called fram the re- 
lirement of social life to the hard service of a eam- 


| telligent, responsible and accountable. All regard- 


paign, to the uncivilized and almost unexplored 
northwest. The seinors and juniors of the press 
of the counlry were in attendance, and the com- 
bined expeiience of the few present would, if told 
and concentrated, have been that of almost five 
hundred years. Some had been more than two | 
Score years in the service, and several had labored | 
with pen or type for more than a quarter of a ceti- 
tury. Others there were who had grown old and 
grown poor in the ranks; and others who, having 
done good service, and lost their little all in a pro- 
fession of their choosing, had retired to some ser- 
vice where the laborer was better rewarded for his 
toil. Others had linked their destiny for good or 
evil with the public press; and otheis yet, and 
younger yet, were fresh aud ardent in parsait of a 
profession the very labor and excitement of which 
1s one of its greatest attractions. But we must 
leave the prelude Jor (he play, and our own speech 
for the speeches of better soldiers in the service. 

We found onrselves between seven and eight 
o'clock seated at a loug table covered with all the 
good cheer of the season, and decorated with all 
the good taste aud beauty of one skilled in the 
culinary art. At the head of the table, as the pre- 
siding officer of the eveniug, was the mayor ol the 
city, one of the editors of the National Intelligen- 
cer. The loot of the table was occupied by al 
worthy and intelligent colleague in the serviee, in 
the person of colonel Stone,of the New York 
Commercial Advertiser. “The feast of reason and | 
the tlow of soul” followed: amid speech, sentiment, 
and song, mid-night came, and morning too, before 
aseparation could be imade, and. in the end, the 
tinal parting was as painful as the first meclirg had 
been pleasant. 

It woald fill à newspaper from the tille to the 
imprint to record ball the good things said upon 
the oecasion. Though a social meeting only, and 
confined to the craft, with no set speeches, and no 
studied seutiinents, there were frequent sallies of 
wit, displays of eloquence, exhibitions of thonght, 
and promptness of reply and repartee, that would 
have done honor to any body of men whose prac- 
tice it might be to play the orator. Many have 
doubted whether a speaking oan and a writing nan 
could be concentrated in the saine person. The 
doubt should no longer exist, for we can bear wit- 
ness that newspaper editors, without practice, are 
as ready to think well and to talk well upon their 
legs as any class of men, who speak in publie by 
profession. ‘The off-hand remarks during the even- 
jug were suggested at the moment, from oceurren- 
ces growing out of the festivity, and froin the az- 
sembling of so maoy together upon a similar er- 
rand. There were pocis presents, and poetry, 
both in prose and verse; bookinakers and dramatic 


writers of ahigh reputation and no mean capacity | 


were there, and withal a score of distinguished po- 
liticians, and men who made a name and fame tor 
hundreds who, independently of the press, would 
never have been known beyond the place of tuzir 
birth and labors, 


‘Toe veterans of the corps told their experience, | discharge of their editoria] duties, deserve Onr 


ant! a sad experience it was with some whose son- 
timents are embodied in their toasts. Others vin- 
dicated the press from the ostracism which too 


| 


many would use, abuse and banish. The expe- 
rience was generally a common experience, aud 
the opinions expressed common opinions, both as to 
the wrongs inflicted and the proper redress of grie- 
vances. Those who spoke of the powerof the 
press spoke of itin no vain boasting, and in the 
fall conviction that the press was rather a eurse 
than a blessing to a people, unless it was moral, in- 


ed it as a potent engine, for good or for evil, and to 
keep it pure those placed at the helm of this great 
aud speaking power between man and man, and 
enmrounity and community, should be menof truth 
and wisdom—men entrusted with the key of know- 
ledge, and acconntable to God and the people for | 
the knowledge imparted. A proper self-respect 
was the true means of exacting respect trom others. 
Coolness, good temper and dignity of character, 
were spoken of as the great qualifications for men 
placed as sentinels upon the watch-tower of liber- 
ty. It was said, too, and heartily responded to, 
that those who would proseribe the press shonld 
themselves be proscribed. Proseription should be ; 
proscribed. The press should receive, not above 
other men, but as other men, of the honors and 


the press, of the acts of the government, shuuld not 
only be tolerated bat enconraged.” 

By F. C. Hill. New Jersey: Every acre of her 
soil was tracked by the footsteps of an enemy in 
"16, every vestige was washed out by that enemy’s 
|blood. She has marifested in 1840 that the spirit 
of "76 still exists. 

By J. L. Homer, of Boston. Tip. and Ty: Words 
of great import. They have enabled the whigs of 
the United States to hp over the chair of tbe Kin- 
derhook magician in the white house, aud to lie the 
legs of his blind followers so firmly that they are 
“fixed for slow travelling" for the next twelve 
years, 

By Mr. Wharton, Wheeling Times. Col. Mun- 
roe, of the Baltimore Patriot: A gentleman whose 
ardent patriotisto, worth, industry and talent, com- 
taand oar respect, and are worthy of emulation. 

By Isaac Munroe. The tree of liberty: May ils 
branches expand until it overshadows the earth. 

By Nelson Poe. The National [utelligencer and 
its editors: The exemplars of newspapers and of 
gentlemen. 

By Joseph R. Chandler. The liherty of the press: 
The right to publish, aud the power to exclude. 


emoluments of office—not merely for the sake of 
office, but for the sake of justice. Public opinion 
was wroug, and publie opinion should be corrected, 
The press had been too long the mouth-piece of 
little great men who had been pulled info an ex- 
panded and bloated notoriety as dangerous to the 
conntry as injurious to the press itself. The ques- 
tion, also, was discussed whether public opinioa 
created the press, or the press public opinion? 
Whether, as the first or second moral power of the 
world, it was in advance of publie sentiment? 

We might go on through the evening to the 
morning festivities, and should close with a very 
imperteet sketch of a profitable and delighttnl meet- 
ing. We kuow not when we may again ineet a 
body of men of the same profession. We could wish 
such meetings were more lreqnent, as well from the 
social enjoyinent derived from them, as from the 
power they would have to unitein every good work 
and purpose men of a common feeling and kindred 
puisnits. We have known each other bat iu part, 
in onr absence oue (rom another. Sectional preju 
dices, state feelings, a difference in institutions, ha- 
biis of live diversified in their charaeter, and that 
everlasting exaction of time and labor which keeps 
an editor cooped up within the four walls of his 
printing office or his domicil, liave, in a measure, 
warped our better jadgmenta. Our meeting here 
was in the very radii of the national circle, not north 
nor south, nor east nor west. If we had prejudices 
we left them home; and if we had them horse, they 
cannot return with ns, alter breaking bread and 
drinking wine together, with common pledges and 
mutual feelings. The more there is of this meeting 
(ace to face and eye to eye, the bette: for the coan- 
try. The press is, as was expressed in one of the 
sentiments of the evening, the controlling power of 
the nation; and a tremendous engine, as it is, it 
should be linked together, in no eouspiracy for evil, 
bat forthe accomplishment of great and holy pur- 
poses, m a common bond of union. We remeinher, 
then, our social aad harmonious festivity, as the 
wwembers ofa family reinctüber those who are bound 
to therm by the strongest ties of aii ctioa. H we 
are inclined hereafter to indulge in asperities, they 
will be softencd by the recotlection of the mecting 
af the whiz editors, at Washington, upon the day! 
succeeding the inanzuration of a whig president of} 
the United States. 1f we are ainbilious of advance- 
ment in our calling, it shall be a generous emula- 
tion to excel each other io good works. Our rival 
ship shall be that of ivieuds placed in positions of 
responsibility, and accountable, mainly by the ex- 
positions we make tothe publie fora correct public | 
seoliment, and more than this, for the perpetuity of 
onr institutions. The press ofa country is its cob. | 
servative principle—necessary to establish, and | 
alone capable of keeing a people civilized, humaue 
and intelligent. It is, tuo, the loud and trumpet- 
tongued voice ofthe people. It breathes the spirit) 
of liberty npon tlie nation, aud while it isa terior 
to evil doers it spcaks in a voice of encouragement | 
to the deseiving ol every age and every calling. 

We come now to the sentiments offered, some 
tew of which we lave preserved. Ol the speeches 
made, we can, for lack of tiine say no more than we 


By I. Munroe. The granite hills of New Hamp- 
shire: May they not yield to the spirit of locofoco- 
ism. 

By James Brooks, of the New York Express.— 
The press power, andthe steam power: The great 
agents of civilization to make all other powers fear 
aud tremble. 

_ By F. C. Hill, of the Wilminglon (N. C.) Adver- 
tiser, The whig press: The result of the late con- 
test proves that no combinations of faction can 
withstand its efforts in behalf of constitutional li- 
berty. 

By James M. Slevenson, of the Troy Daily Whig, 
N. Y. The whig press: The mertal lever which 
has inoved the people and produced the great politi- 
cal revolution over which we now rejoice. 

Oh! “What has caused the great commotion, motion, 
motion, 
The country through: 
For all the world has come round 
For Tippecanoe and Tyler too. 

By John W. Syme. "The editor of the Princeton 
Whig: Honorto bim who called the Baltimore con- 
veution, aud to those who obeyed the call. 

By Epes Saigent. The reporters of Washington: 
But for whom it might be said of members of con- 
gress, as of' the herocs betore Agamemnon, “they 
had no poet and they died," 

By G. B. Hayden, of Alabama. The ‘general 
ticket:” A two-edged sword, whose sharpest edge 
shall yet recoil upon the heads of its false fabriea- 
tors. 

By Mr. Barker, of Mobile. The north and the 
south: Ore and invisible in feeling and interest. 

By Mr. Agg. Thealchohol of the press: A tithe 
of its purified spirit necessary stimulous to an ad- 
ministration. May they avoid the folly of total ab- 
stinence. 

By &. E. Horner, of the Prineeton Whig, N. J. 
May the whig press of the union always be “willing 
to praise, but not afraid to blame.” 

By Isaac Munroe. The present cabinet: Made 
up, by a master-workman, of the best materials. 

By J. Prentiss. The whig press: As it has con- 
tributed to aid the etlorts of statesmen and patriots 
iu discharging from public confidence men deemed 
unworthy by a vast majority of the people—let it 
ever be ünifed in the support of the new adiainis- 
tration, so long as the text book is adhered to. 

By IV. M. Blackford, editor of the Fredericks- 
burg Arena. "The Press: 

“We lift on high the warning voice, 
When public ills prevail; 

Ours is the writing on the wall, 
That turns the tyrant pale.” 

By N. Poe. The Virginia press: Not excelled 
by tlie press of any other state, in ability, fidelity, 
01 chivalry. 

By Joseph T. Adams, of Boston. The political 
press: Entitled to the favor and confidence ol the 
government and people, in exact proportion to its 
undeviating suppert of good principles, good men 
aud good measures. 

By Thomas Allen An agreeable sign of an early 
spring: The migration of the marlin to the north iu 
March. 
| By col. Stone. The inembers of our profession: 
| The first in requisition in the hour of trouble, the 


liave said. Of the speakers, it would be out of 

place to make destinction. For other porticulars 

we refer to the faa-ts given below: 

B, .4. B. Chambers. The ccudluctors of the whig 
üineton. Their attention Our: 

i from other parts, | eir 


r retl 


| first forgotten in the hour of triumph. 

| By Eruslus Brocks, An unshackled press: Tha 
con'ialling mind of a free and independent people. 
| By John L, Carey, ol the Bahimore Ameitean.— 
Zhe incenenitence uf the mess: The press must 


warmest thanks. 
By John IV. Syme, editor of the Petersburg Intel- 
ligencer. “A decent and manly examination hy 


represent principles and seilimepts which exist in 
the comitounity; its tene independence consists 1n 
representing amd entorcing such only às are ttue 
aud good. i 
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True republican democracy: with the principles 
of Christianity at its root, may it grow until ail the 
nations of the earth repose under its shadow. 

General Harrison: In extricating himself from a 
press, let bim not create a solitude. 


Mr. Allen, of the Madisonian: a gentleman of 


fine mind, pure principles and fine scholarship: p 
By Thomas Allen, The inauguration of presi 
dent Harrison: An effect of the powers and lahors 
of the whig and conservative press of the country. 

By .4. B. Chambers, of the Missouri Republican. 
The whig presses: Whilst they herald forth whole- 
some, moral and political principles, may they al- 
ways select, and only support, honest and compe- 
ten! men to carry out [heir measures. 

By D. IV. Whitehurst, of tbe St. Augustine News. 
The sentinels on the watch-tower of freedom—the 
conductors of the whig press: Neither bound in 
“golden shackles.” nor intimidated by the ‘iron 
hand of despotism.” 

By J. Prentiss. The “observed of observers?— 
Daniel Webster and Henry Clay: The Roman mo- 
ther could not be more proud of her jewels. 

By R. S. Elliott, of the Pennsylvania Intellizen- 
cer. The whig press of Washington city: Its valor 
and ability render ita worthy sen, around which 
the planets of the states may revolve with equal 
honor and safely. 

By N. Poe. Henry Clay and Daniel Webster, 
and Daniel Webster and Henry Clay: Forlemque 
Gyan, fortemque Cloanthum. 

By G. W. Ela, ofthe New Hampshire States- 
man. The conductorsof the whig press: Let their 
manly independence show that, claiming no excep- 
tion from the duties of citizens, they will submit to 
no exclnsion from a citizen's privilege. 

Itwas long past “the witching time of night, 
when churehyards yawn and graves give up their 
dead," when the company separated. The night 
was far too short, and time flew apace. Nothing 
occurred, either in any thing done, or in any word 
spoken, to mar tbe festivities of the evening. The 
parting sentiment was drank between one and two 
in the morning. A hearty good night and good 
wishes were the signal for separation. The ad- 
journment was not sine die, but to the inauguration 
of the next whig president. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
Washington city, February 22, 1841. 
To Mr. Van Buren, president of the U. States: 

Sir: The undersigned deniocratic members of the 
26th congress, in common with other of their fellow 
citizens, your political friends, anxious to have an 
opportunity to testify tbeir respect for you before 
your departure from Washington city; and, for that 
purpose, invite you to accept a public dinner on 
such day as may suit your convenience abont the 


lime of the adjournment of the present session of 


congress. 

Occupying a position to have been close observers 
of your conduct, both public and privale —witnesses 
of the ability, patriotism, firmness and disinterest- 
edness with which yon have pursued the straight 
path of the public good—approving the great mea- 
sures and principles of your administration—ad 
miring the frankness and decorum of your personal 
deportment in all the trying scenes through which 
you have passed—and entertaining for you the high- 
est degree of respect and esteem—the undersigned 
could not reconcile it to their feelings to separate 
from you withont soliciting an opportunity of giving 
a public and formal expression to the sentiments oi 
respect, confidence and approbation with which 
your conduct has inspired them. 

The undersigned know full well that it bas not 
been your custom to accept publie dinners, or pub- 
lic marks of respect of any kind—that your aim has 
been to discharge the duties, and to avoid the honors 
of your exalted station—and that nothing conld be 
mare agreeable to your own feelings than lo leave 
the high office which you have filled, with the same 
modest, noiseless and ttnambitions steps with which 
you entered upon and passed through it. ‘Fhe un- 
dersigned know this, bnt they hope that you may 
find, in the circuinstances of the present occasion, 
an inducement for departing from a general rule, 
and that your friends may have the gratification 
which they have asked, of meeting yon at a publie 
dinner. We have the honor to be, sir, inost Tespeet- 
fally, your friends and fellow citizens, 

W. H. Roane, A. Anderson, Daniel Sturgeon, A. 
Mouton, A. H. Sevier, R. M. Young, €. C. 
Clay, Jobn M. Robinson, Henry Hubbard, W. 
Allen, Perry Smith, A. O. D. Nicholson, Benj. 
Tappan, W. S. Fulton, A. Cuthbert, Win. R. 
King, ‘Phomas H. Benton, Wilson Lumpkin 
Lewis F. Linn, Garret D. Wall, Jaa. Buchanan, 
Silas Wright, jr. Franklin Pierce, Renel Wik- 
liams, Robert C, Nicholas, Jahn Nurvel, Au- 
drew Beirne, John W. Davis, Geo. C. Diovin- 


goole, G. W. Hopkins, Francis E. Rives, J. y mast interfere with (he natural desire of the mem- 
W. Jones, G. Sweeney, Linn Banks, Lewis | bers of the house ot representatives, who will be at 
Steenrod, G. B. Samuels, Wm. Lucas, Walter liberty to return to their homes, [ am unwilling to 
Coles, Jos. Johnson, H. Swearingen, Thomas | subject them to a delay which they have generously 
Davee, A. Smith, H. J. Anderson, Virgil D. | overlooked in their wish to do me honor. You will, 
Parris, Nathan Clifford, J. A. Lowell, John B. therefore, I hope, indulge ine in respectinlly de- 
Weller, John Jameson, J. W. Blackwell, An- clining the publie dinner you have tendered. 

drew W. Doig, A.G Brown, Philip F.Tho-] Yet, although we may not meet at the festive 
mas, James Carroll, Gouv. Kemble, A. Van- board, I cannot but hope that the gentlemen who 
derpoel, Edward Rogers, Thomas B. Jackson, | have offered me this new assurance of confidence 
John G. Floyd, Judson Allen, S. B. Leonard, | and attachment at a moment which renders it pecu- 
Jobu H. Prentiss, A. C. Hand, T. R Sitron s{liarly grateful to my feelings, will, before I leave 
Edmund Burke, tra A. Eastman, Jared W. the city, afford me an opportunity to fake them by 
Williams Tristram Shaw, C. G. Atherton, J. | the hand, assure them of my hearty good wishes for 
D. L. Montanya, Henry W. Connor, James J. their future welfare, and bid them farewell. 
McKay, John Miller, George M. Keim, Chas. I am, gentlemen, very respectlnlly, your friend 
McClure, Geo. MeCulloch, Samuel W. Mor- and obedient servant, : M. Van Buren. 
ris, R. H. Hammond, Edw. Cross, ( Arkansas), | To the hon. Messrs. Wm. R. King, Thos. H. Benton, 
David D Wagner, Robert Craig, Sol. Hillen, ir.| John M. Robinson, Henry Hubbard, William H. 
John Davis, of Penn. Isase Leet, Peter New-| Roane, A. Anderson, and others, Washington. 
bard, D. A. Starkweather, John Hastings, Wm. — 

Beatty, J. Smith, Wm. Doan, A. Duncan, R. PosT OFFICE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 
B. Rhett, John Reynolds, Thomas D. Sumter, | On the last night of the late session a report was 
J. A. Bynum, John Galbraith, Jos. Kalle, R. | laid before the house of representatives from the 
Chapman, of Alabama, Charles Fisher, John K. post office departioent, showing the expenditures 
Gritfio, W. O. Butler, Hopkins I. Turney, | tor the year ending June 30, 1540, contrasted with 
Dixon H. Lewis, John T. H. Worthington, | the estimates under each head of account, viz: 

S. H. Butler, J. Thompson, Isaac E. Crary, (Not. litelligencer. 
W. W. Wick, Thos. Smith, Jonathan Taylor, Estimates. Expenditures, 
Win. Parmenter, H. Williaros, Isaac Fletcher, Compensalion to P. M's $1,091,000 ¢1,028,928 72 


I. Paynter, D F. Leadbetter, Lynn Boyd, M. Transportation 3,529,000 — 3,200,282 06 
T. Hawkins, E. J. Black, W. Medill, C: Jobn- Steam, ship & way letters — 25,000 35,410 93 
son, A. V. Brown, H. M. Watterson, A. Mc- Wrapping paper 25,000 17,502 52 
Clellan, W. R. Cuoper, Nehemiah H. Earll, Ph. | Office furniture 6,000 6,256 23 
Dickerson, Isaac Parrish, Jos Fornance, P. D. Advertising 38,000 $8,792 24 
Vroom, John Fine, Nathaniel Jones, Charles | Mail bags 48,000 43,916 75 
Shepard, Augustus C. Dodge, Daniel B. Ryall, | Blanks 34,009 38,857 97 
James Rogers, David Hubbard, John Carr, | Mail locks, keys & slamps 12,000 11,157 81 
Francis Thomas, John Hill, N. C. Depredations and special 
Iashington, March 1st, 1841. agents 15,000 19,872 69 
Gentlemen: Your letter, inviting me to a public | Clerks for offices 200,000 214.739 80 
dinner previous to my departure from this city, as a , Miscellaneous 67,000 19,629 03 


testimony of respect froin the demociatic members 
of both houses of congress, aud others of their fel- 
low citizens, my political friends, was delivered lo 
me by the committee appointed for thal purpose. 
It can searcely be necessary for me to express to 
you the feeling of profound gratitude with which I 


$5,100,000 $4,705,896 75 
From this report it also appears that the amount 
received for postage during the year ending 30th 
June, 1840 was as follows: 
Newspapers and 


receive this mark of your continned respect and Letters. pamphlets. Tatal, 
confidence. Always regarding the office from whieh Maine, $90,866 $21,381 $112,217 
fam about to retire, as a trust to be administered | New Hampshire, 51,199 9,953 61,152 
for the general beneft of others, I have endeavored, | Vermont, 54,744 11,918 66,657 
as far as possible, to associate my own personal in- | Massachuselts, 296,750 40,954 337.704 
terest in its possession closely and inseparable with | Rhode Island, 37,504 5,036 42,540 
what I have ever believed, and still believe, to be | Connecticut, 98,471 16,215 114,686 
the best interests of the great body of the people, | New York, $93,199 93,361 986,560 
and to discharge the highly responsible duties com. | New Jersey, 58,889 8,375 67,264 
mitted to the chief magistrate of this great confede- | Pennsylvania, 432,920 58,180 491,100 
ration in conformity with the opinion and principles | Delaware, 12,621 2,335 14,956 
of those who honored me with their confidence, Maryland, 144,675 15,549 160,124 

No one, gentlemen, however sagacious, can pene- | District of Columbia, 39,426 3,126 42 552 
trate the future, or clearly predict the prospective | Virginia, 196,943 — 31371 231,314 
results of great publie measures; more especially is | North Carolina, 69,103 13,404 82,507 
this true of one who bas had an active personal | Sonth Carolina, 112,045 11,137 123,182 
agency in their maturity and adoption. Making, | Georgia, 153,151 18.875 172,026 
however, very reasonable allowance for this conside- Flarida, 25 206 2,434 21,640 
ration, Í cannot hesitate to avow ly entire confi- | Alabama, 128,88] 13,338 142,219 
dence in the complete success and salutary conse- Mississippi, 86,463 8,922 95.385 
quences of the important ineasures I have felt it my | Louisiana, 117,869 5,808 123,169 
daty to recominend; aud which have received the | Arkansas, 18,831 2,581 21,962 
sanction of congress. Tennessee, 97,372 14,556 111,928 

The testimony of so large a portion of the repre. Kentucky, 128.511 16,654 115,265 
sentatives of the undivided democracy of the United | Ohio, 265,931 — 45,525 — 217,156 
States, conveyed in your address, added to the warm | Michigan, 61,833 10,294 72,127 
support of a much greater number of independent | Indiana, 86,530 15,854 101,564 
suffrages than that by which I was elected, leave | Hlinois, 98,717 15,877 114,594 
me without apprehension as tothe opinion which Missouri, 76,734 9.964 86,658 
has been formed in respect to my official conduct lowa, 10,703 1,121 11,524 
by those who inade ine the depository of their confi- Wiskonsin, 12,800 1,669 14,169 
dence. Canada, 41,893 4,503 16,396 


$4,008,776 $535,229 $1,539,005 


These objects accomplished, I retire from the 
high and honorable station bestowcd upon me by 
my countrymen, without a single personal wish nn- 
satisfied. I find myselt, gentlemen, incapable of 
doing justice to the feelings awakened by the elo- 
qnent expressions of regard and confidence with 
which yon have honored me. Let it, therefore, suf. 
fice to say that they are rezeived with heartfelt plea- 
sure, and will be long and gratefully remembered. 

Yon have done justice to the motives by which I 
have been guided in heretofore always declining 
lestimonials similar to that now ollered, from a 
source which calls for every effort of self-denial, and 
I coincide fully wiih you in the opinion that the pre- 
sent occasion is one in which a departure froin a 
uniform course in this respect, would be proper and 
consistent. If I were to consult my own gratifica 
tion alone, I would. gladly accept your invitation; 
but when f eall to mind that the period to which, 
from eousiderations of official propiiety | should be 
obliged to deler a comphance with your reqnest 


Tue case or McLrop. Mr. Crittenden, the 
attorney general ol the United States, is on bis way 
to Lockpoit, toattend the trial of MeLeod, Gen. 
Scott accompanies him, but with no distinet object 
connected with the public service, as we learn. It 
has been debated whether McLeod cannot be taken 
ont of the custody of our state courts, and handed 
over to the authorities of the federal government, 
now the question has assumed a national character. 
We think it can be done; but there are many who 
believe that no interference should he permitted 
with the operation of our state laws, and who have 
no apprehension of violence or injustice being done 
to MeLrod—it being evident that the only witness 
of his having been present at the burning of the 
Caroline. is himself; and he is known to be a 
brage@locia, and without character for truth and 
veracity, his testimony will uot be taken. Mes 
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Leod is respectably connected in New York, and 
studied for the ministry, but was expelled from 
want of moral character. He then studied medi- 
eine in Philadelphia, and went to India as surgeon 
of a merchant vessel; and finally returned to Canada, 
his native country, with his usual Munchausen vice 
in full operation, aud has got into this serape, and 
nearly got our country into ascrape likewise. We 
hope, however, that the whole affair may have an 
auspicious termination, and it will have, if it is dis- 
creetly managed. LN. Y. Times. 

Tuos, JEFFERSON. The following interesting 
correspondence has been fianded to us for publica- 
tion, copied from the original deposited in the ar- 
chives of gen. Tobias E. Stansbury, of Baltimore 
county. The envelope lias the following endorse- 
ment: [Ballimore Republican. 

Tu: Jerrerson Pr. U. S. 

The Honble 
Tbe President of the Senate and 
The Speaker of the H. of Representatives 
of Marylaud 
at Annapolis 
WasHniNGTON Decem, 10th, 07 
Gentlemen 

I received some time ago fromthe President of 
the Senate, and Speaker of the House of Represen- 
taves of Maryland and Address of that Legislature, 
to which, on publie consideration, it was thought 
advisable, that the answer should be deferred. I 
now ask permission to convey the answer to the 
Legislature through the same channel, and to ten- 
der you the assurance of my high consideration and 
respect. TH: JEFFERSON. 

The Honb. 

The President of the Senate and 
The Speaker of the H. of Representatives 
Wiiiim THOMAS 
Prest ot the Senate 
Topras E STANSBURY 
Speaker of House of Delegates } 
To the Legislature of Marytand: 

I received in due season the address of the Le- 
gistature of Maryland bearing date the third day of 
January last, in which, with their approbation of 
the general course of my administration, they Were 
so good as to express their desire that I would con- 
sent to be proposed again tothe publie voice, on the 
expiration of my present term of office. Entertain. 
ing, as I do, for the Legislature of Maryland the 
sentiments of high respeet which would have 
prompted an immediate answer, 1. was ceitain, ue- 
vertheless, they would approve a delay which had 
for its objects to avoid a premature agitatinn of the 
public mind, ona subject so interesting as the elec- 
tion ofa chief magistrate. 

That I should lay down my charge at the proper 
period is as much a duty as to have borne it faith- 
fully. Ifsome termination to the services of the 
chief magistrate be not fixed by the constitution, or 
supplied by practice, his office, nominally lor years, 
will in fact, hecome for life; and history shows how 
easily that degenerates intoinheritenee. Believing 
ihat a representative government, responsible at 
short periods of election, is that which produces the 
greatest sum of happiness to mankind, I feel it a 
duty to do no act which shall eventually impair that 
principle; and 1 should unwillingly be the person 
who, disregarding the sound precedent set by an 
illustrious predecessor, should furnish the first exam- 
ple of prolongation beyond the second term ot office. 

Truth also requires me to add, that | am sensible 
of that decline which advanced years bring on; and, 
feeling their physical, I ought not to doubt their 
mental effect. Happy i£ 1 am the first to perceive, 
and to ohey the admonition of nature, and to solicit 
a retreat from cares too great for the wearied facul- 
ties of age. 

For the approbation which the Legislature of 
Maryland has been pleased to express of the prin- 
ciples and measurcs pursued in the management of 
their affairs, 1 am sincerely thankful; and should I 
be so fortunate as to carry into retirement the 
equal approbation and good wilt of my fellow citi- 
zens generally, it will be the comfort of my future 
days, and will close a service of forty years with 
the only reward it ever wished. 

TH: JEFFERSON. 


of 
pt Maryland 


Dec, 10th, 1807. 


ARMY. 

Col Harney. The Charleston Mercury says:— 
“We have great pleasure in being assured by a dis- 
tinguished officer just from Florida, that the report 
of col. Warney’s arrest is ntterly untrue. 

Ou the contrary, eol. Harney’s conduct has re- 
ceived the marked approhation of the war deparl- 
Inent; and has been highly commended by general 
Armistead himself in genera! orders read at the head 
of the troops.” 
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NAVY. 

The Philadelphia Inquirer of Saturday, says:— 
“We learn that orders bave heen received at our 
navy yard, to proceed forthwith to the completion 
of the present frigate on the stocks, and also im- 
mediately to lay the keel of another. This is right. 
The government cannot be too prompt or active in 
the work of proper defence.” 

Commodore Renshaw has been re-ordered to the 
command of the naval statinn at Brooklyn. Parser 
Ramsay has been ordered to the sloop-of- war Fair- 
field. 

The broad pennant of commodare Shubrick was 
yesterday transferred from the Delaware to the U. 
S. ship of the line Pennsylvania, capt. Skinner. 

[Norfolk Beacon March 10. 

It is said that the command of the sloop-of- war 
Pai field is to be given to commander McIntosh, 
and that her destination will be the coast of Africa. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 
MAINE. ; 

David Bronson, esq. ot. Anson, has been nomi- 
nated by the whigs of the Kennebec and Somerset 
congressional district, for election to the U. States 
house of representatives, in the place of the hon. 
George Evans, transferred to the senate. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Governor Davis and heutenant governor Hull 
have been nominated for re-election by the whig 
members of the Massachusetts tegislature, and have 
consented to be candidates. The nominations were 
unanimous, 

Wheat bounty. The secretary of state has pub- 
lished an abstract, showing the amonnt of bouaty 
allowed for the raising of wheat in this state. By 
this it appears that the total number of applicants, 
for the years 1538 and 1840, is 7,184—the number 
of bushels raised 190,869. By an act passed March 
2, 1838, tlie sum of two dollars was to be allowed 
to every person who should raise fifteen bushels, 
and five cents for every additional bushel. The 
amount allowed for the past two years is $18,177, 
In addition to this, claims on the raising of 12,275 
bushels remain unaudited. [Philad. Ing. 


Western vail road. The house of representatives 
on Monday, by a vote of 19 to 8, passed the bill in 
aid of the western rail road. lt grants $700,000 
in state scrip as a. further aid to the rnad, provided 
tbe stoekholders pay in $600,000, or twenty dollars 
upon each share now selling in the market at $18 
for $100 paid, and also give the state full control 
of the road and the operations thereon by allowing 
five state directors, instead of four as at present. 

Fast day. Governor Davis, has appointed Thurs- 
day, the Sth day of April, as a day of fasting, hn- 
miliation and prayer, in that commonwealth. 

Messuge from gov. Davis. 

To the president of the senate: Sir: I have trans- 
mitted to the house of representatives, for the con- 
sideration and use of bath houses, a copy of cer- 
tain resolutions of the legislature of Connecticut, 
“requesting the senators and representatives of that 
state in congress, to resist by all constitutional 
means, every attempt to destroy or t1inpair the pro- 
tective policy of our governmeut, and to use their 
exertions to procure the passage of such laws as 
will elfectually protect the labors of this country 
from the policy and legislation of foreign govern- 
ments: and also certain resolutions of the legisla- 
ture of Alabama, upon the same subject. — 

This is unquestionably a topic of great interest, 
and deserves the most careful and deliberate consi- 
deration. 1f, however, it is examined with the 
candor and patriotism its importance merits, it will 
be found that a wider difference of opinion has ex- 
isted than either facts or experience will justify 
The controversy when disconnected from the com- 
plex and imposing circumstances which surround 
it, may be readily understood. 

The question 1s generally debated and argned as 
if it were a matter regarding oniy the price ol 
zoods, while this is obviously but a subordinate 
element of the controversy. Revenue must be 
raised, all adinit, but there ig a differenee of npi- 
nion a3 to the amount and manner of raising il; 
because if assessed in the form of duties upon fn- 
reign merchandise, it is. believed to have a serious 
influence on domestic industry. Many of the 
growers of cotton contend for the least aniount that 
will subserve the most urgent and indispensable 
necessities of the goveininent,—and the leading 
object appears to be to prevent burtening, or im- 
peding importations. This policy, it carried out 
would distribute this amount so as to giva the least 
possible aid to manufacturing and mechanical labor, 
because favoring rival doroestie productions Is be- 
lieved to diminish importations. : 

The basis ol this policy is to enconrage imparta. 
tions because a greater demand is supposed to be 


thereby created for cotton, and the growth to be 
stimulated. It thus obviously terminates in the 
encouragement of a domestic business, and resolves 
itself into the same principle which influences all 
the producing classes who desire aid from the re- 
galalion of foreign trace. In pursuit of this ob- 
ject, many of the growers of cotton represent, that 
they are the great emporting interest, and for that 
reason, insist asa right upon a policy that shall 
promote their prosperity. Itis not, however, the 
exporting, but the importing trade that they would 
regulate for this purpose. In this, they have no 
greater, or more immediate interest, than all the 
country—for all the country are consumers, and the 
burden of duties (as far as there is any) tall upon 
the eorsuiners: indeed, if there were no consum- 
ers of foreign merchandise but the growers of cot- 
ton, it is manifest the demand for it would be very 
limited, and consequently the homeward trade com- 
paratively small. 1t is difficult therefore to per- 
ceive the justice of such a claim, or to discover 
any grounds upon which it ean rest for special fa- 
vor, or any reason why the production of cotton 
should be more considered in regulating foreign 
trade, than any other great interest. 

If we assume the position that the more goods 
we import, the more cotton we shall export, and 
therefore we nught by all possible means ta en- 
courage importations, to what a condition would 
such a policy bring us, if carried out? We should 
either derive most of aur supplies, which are not 
produced by cultivating the soil, from foreign work- 
shops, or should he compelled to work at the rate 
of wages which prevails in old and over- populous 
countries. This ia the inevitable result, for the 
planter of cotton finds a certain market abroad for 
his staple, while other agriculturalists do not, and 
the assumption that the demand for cotton will in- 
crease aa importations increase, is founded on the 
supposition that other produce will find little de- 
mand in the regions from which imports are chiefly 
derived, and therefore tlie cotton trade will reap the 
principal advantage. This view of publie policy 
embraces but one interest, and looks only to the en- 
eonragement of that branch of American business. 
The other great branches of agricultural industry, 
having no markets abroad capable ot taking up the 
surplus of their productions, are forced upon the 
necessity of creating them at home, by diverting 
labor into other pursuits, and thus creating mutual 
wants fo be supplied by diversity of occupation, 

To accomplish this object, a policy, which is, 
to some extent, the opposite. of. that of the cotton 
grower has been deemed wise and expedient. The 
object has been to encourage the domestic produc- 
tion of certain articles, instead of iinportations; or 
rather to encourage our own laborers, instead of 
resorting to the shops and manufactures of foreign 
countries. While ttis policy like that of the cotton 
grower, has forits end the encouragement of do- 
mestie iudustry—like that also, it seeks stability 
hy the regulation of foreign trade. But instead of 
aiming at the direct increase of importations, it 
seeks aid from a discrimination in the assessment 
of duiies upon imports, which shall enable the ma- 
nulacterer and mechanic, under the protection tlius 
afforded, to bring the produce of their labor into the 
market on favorable terms, against imported articles 
of the same description, It thus appears that both 
parties seek the enlargement of domestie produc- 
tion, through the regulation of foreign trade; but the 
general policy of the one necessarily tends to de- 
press the agriculturalists who are not connected 
with cotton, by discouraging manufactures and the 
mechanic trades; while that of the other tends to 
strengthen and invigorate the diversified pursuits of 
labor. 

The question bere arises, are these great inleresls 
irreeoncileable, and must the one or the other po- 
liey ba pursued, regardless of all other considera- 
tions? I have neither time, nor is this a fit occa- 
sion, to discuss this question; though 1 may be per- 
mitted to remark, that the fortunes of the country 
do not appear to rest upon any such alternative. If 
the poliey which is opposed to diversity of employ- 
ment, could be carried out in its fullest extent, it 
would end in paralyzing and impoverishing the 
country, involving those who advocate it in the 
common calamity. If their exports depend upon 
the amount of imports, these must In turn depend 
upon the ability of the population to consume, and 
the imports cannot exceed tbat ability. The ad- 
voeates of the importing policy have, therefore, a 
great interest in sustaining the common prosperity 
of the whole country, as that alone is capable of 
sustaining their policy. Labor, as now divided, 
acta upon, and restrains, lo some extent, a portion 
only of tlie articles imported; but still diversity of 
employment is the vital principle of our ability to 
become the consumers of foreign products, as well 
as of raw cotton. 
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Whatever may he the objects of such a change in 


policy, there cau be no misapprehension about the 
effect, for it must operate unfavorably to a division 
of labor, by discouraging manufacturing and me- 
chanical pursuits; aud [ am not able to perceive 
any thing which can recommend such a cbange, 
unless it be desirable to substitute foreign for do- 
mestic productions. ‘There may be those who be- 
lieve the aggregate of importations will be increas- 
ed by diminishing domestic productions; but even 
this may be well doubted, for we mnst consider 
whether it will not he as likely to impair the ge- 
neral ability to consume, as to increase itoporta- 
tions. 

Have we then reached a point when expediency 
or public policy requires us to put at üazard the 
great interests of the country, by adopting a change 
of policy which promises nothing but evil? There 
would seem to be bnt one possible contingency in 
which the growers of cotton can reap advantage 
from it, and that is by increasing importations. But 
they, as well as others, must perceive that this re- 
sult can be attained only at the expense of domes- 
tic labor, by diminishing domestie production — 
There is little probability that any advantage will 
aceiue in this manner; or that there will be any 
equivalent to any interest for the sacrifice. The 
change can bring nothing with it to recommend it 
to us, and wbile it may be less injurious to others, 
it will probably bring no positive good to any. 
The revenue must be raised; and it is difficult to 
comprebend how auy well founded objection can 
exist to a discrimination in the assessment so as to 
favor the great laboring classes; unless it is desira- 
ble to cheek their prosperity by diminishing their 
business. The amount raised by either process is 
{he same; bul if one method is beneficial. and the 
other injurious, we ought to find no difficulty in 
choosing between them. 

This is a matter for grave consideration, and 
ought to be approached with candor and a concilia- 
tory temper on all sides; and may we not feel a 
strong assurance that if it is su examined, it will 
not be passed upon the couutry. It is worth while 
to inquire whether, if it should eventually become 
the law of the land, it will not pnt at hazard our 
best interests, and excite an unprofitable agitation 
ofthe publie mind. [t is manifest, that in assess- 
ing the revenue, all the great interest should be 
considered, embraced and harmonized in the policy. 
This may be accomplished by a just discrimination, 
favoring all the great interests that are promoted by 
a division of labor, and without raising unnecessary 
revenue or resorting to high duties. This course 
is so free froin well founded objections, and is so 
obviously the only one that will be likely to harine 
nize publie opinion, and give tranquillity to the 
public mind, that I trust it will meet with the ap- 
prohatioa of those whose duty it is to adjust this 
question. ‘The only question at issue is a choice 
between a fair and just discrimination and a hori- 
zontal level of duties by which the saine amount is 
imposed on all articles, and the reasons in favor of 
the principle of discrimination seems to be decisive. 

Joun Davis. 

Council chamber, Feb. 27th, 1841. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Election. Fram the returns that liave came in of 
the election held in that state on Tuesday last, it is 
pretty evident that the entire democratic ticket for 
congress and state officers has been elected bya 
majority equal to that of the November election. 


NEW YORK. 

Free banks. A panic exists in this state respect- 
ing the free banks. We find the following article 
on the subject in the Albany Argus: 

“Red Back” associations. The panic in relation 
to “red back" notes which has pervaded the public 
mind for several days, may he said to have reached 
a crisis yesterday. Down to Monday inclusive, 13 
of these ‘institutions had stepped payment, viz: 

Millers’ bank of Clyde. 

Farmers’ bank of Seneca county. 
Tonawanda bank. 

N. Y. city trust and banking co. (fraud) 
'Tenth Ward bank, N. Y. 

Chelsea bank, e 

Staten Island bank, — ** 

Washington bank, — « 

Erie County bank, Buffalo. 

Union bank, “ 

Bank of Western N. Y. Rochester, 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ bank, Batavia. 
Binghamton bank. 

On Wednesday, the following were thrown out 
by the agents in this city, viz: 

Bank of America, Butlalo. 
Merchants’ Exchange, “ 

And finally yesterday, the explosion become ge- 

neral, and the agents threw out the following: 
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Mechanies? bank 
Uuited States 
Phenix bank d 

Bank Conimerce e 

Bank of Brockport. 

Cattarangus County bank. 

Bank of Ladi. 

St. Lawrence bank, 

The two latter banks, it is supposed, wil furnish 
their agents with funds to go on and keep up their re- 
demptions in a short time; the officers and some of 
the stockholders of the St. Lawrence bank particu- 
larly, being among the most wealthy citizens of St. 
Lawrence county. 

The Commercial bank of Oswego, (safety fund), 
we understand, has been redeemed in sinall amounts; 
but such amounts as were sentin by banks to the 
agency, were refused. 

The panic has burst so suddenly upon the agen- 
cies of the associations, that the funds placed with 
thein were exhausted before they could arrange to 
meet such an extraordinary demand. 

By a siugular, it not an inadmissible construction 
of the law, by the late comptroller, (Mr. Cooke), 
preference has been given in the redemptions from 
the deposite in his hands to those who were the first 
to appear with their protests. 

Yesterday, a bill was passed through both branch- 
es of the legislature, and waits only the signature 
of the governor to become a law, providing that 
the circulating notes be paid pro rata 

The comptroller has put forth an officieal docu- 
meut in reference to these banks, which has the 
effect of placing more confidence in them. ‘The 
report gives the circulation and secuiities of each 
ofthe banks. In no case does the circulation at all 
approaeh the amount given in security, and although 
the stocks which form the main pledge of redemp- 
tion are much depreciated, there is no good reason 
to doubt the ability of the banks to meet their lia- 
bilities. Many of the securities are in bond and 
mortgages—the amount varying from $14,000 to 
nearly $100,000 for each bank. 

The Heidelberg, or patroon war, which created so 
wuch fuss fifteen months since, is to be renewed, it 
seems. The yonng palroon has recovered judg- 
ment against his tenants for rent justly due him. 
Executions have been levied, but an open resistance 
is threatened by the Heidelbergers, and the sheritfs 
as yet stand in awe oJ the “squatters.” The affair 
threatens to become a serious oue, and if much 
blood is not shed, much ink assuredly will be. 

Statistics. 1n compliance with a resolution of 
the assembly, the clerk of that body submitted to 
the house a detailed statement of the returns of the 
census of the state, as obtained trom the marshals 
of the northern and southern districts. The same 
has been printed, by order of the house, and makes 
a pamphlet of 80 pages, large 8vo. Some of the 
footings are annexed. «It is proper to say," re- 
marks the clerk in an accumpanying note, “that 
these aggregates are taken trom the footings of the 
deputy and assistant marshals who were einployed 
to take (he census, and may not in all cases be cn- 
tirely correct. These footings are now undergoing 
a careful revision in the department of state at 
Washington, which possibly inay vary the results 
in some instances; but it is believed that the errors 
will be few aud of but trifling importance.” 

Number of free white persons, 


of Bulfalo. 


Under five years of age Males — 187,553 
sr fe Females 180,659 
Five and under ten Males 158,059 
i Ke Females 154,195 
Ten and under fifteen Mates 139,653 
Oe ie Females 135,144 
Fifteen and under twenty Males 130,461 
i is Females 137,446 
Twenty aud under thirty — Males 230,836 
“ i Females 226,650 
Thirty aud inier forty Males 135,251 
ed a Females 143,809 
Forty and under fifty_ Males 97,496 
« s Peinales — 89,958 
Fifty and under sixty Males 55.102 
es is Females — 53,526 
Sixty and under seventy Males 30,887 
v +e Females 30,172 
Seventy and under cighty Mates 14,639 
“ m Females — 11,292 
Eighty and under ninety Males 3.961 
E LO Females 4,165 
Ninety and under 100 Males 373 
$t í Females 517 
One hundred and upwards Males 17 
96 eG Females 25 
Number of fice colored persons. 
Under ten years Males 5,990 
“ “ Females 6,150 
Ten and under twenty-four Males 6,363 
i ie Females 5,903 
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Twenty-four and under 36 Males 5,689 
nf i Females 6.503 
Thirty-six and under 55 Males 4,218 
a Og Females 4,427 
Fifty-five and under 100 Males 1,463 
di i Females 1,892 
One hundred and upwards Males 16 
t o Females 43 
Total population of the state — 2,429,476 
Number of persons employed in 

Mining 1,830 
Agriculture 436,175 
Commerce 28,595 
Manufactures and trades 102,576 
Navigation of the ocean 5,560 
Navigation of canals, lakes and rivers — 10,061 
Learned professions and engineers 14,231 
Revolutionary pensioners 4,029 


Number of deof and dumb, blind and insane. 


Deaf and dumb, of all ages white 995 
s “ gi colored 62 
Blind white 891 
ag colored 81 
Insane and idiots, at public charge, white 702 
n oG ie colored 48 
“ &€ private charge, white 1,470 
as e o6 colored 107 
Schools, &c. 
Universities or colleges 12 
Number of stndents 985 
Acadeinies and grammar schools 501 
Number of scholars 24,653 
Primary and common schools 10,571 
Number of scholars 501,156 
Number of scholars at public charge — 26,266 
Number of white persons over 20 years 
of age who cannot read and write — 43.715 


Schedule of mines, agriculture, commerce, manufac- 
tures, §e.— Mines, 

Numberof furnaces 190 

Tons ol cast iron produced 82,654 

Number of bloomeries, forges and rolling mills 116 


Tons of bar iron produced 58.278 

Tous of fuel consumed 366,249 

Number of men employed 3,378 

Capital invested $2,113,818 

Number of smelting honses, for lead 9 

Pounds of lead produced 570,050 

Number of men employed 333 

Capital invested $131,000 

Value of other metals produced $84,514 

Nuraber of bushels ol domestic salt 2,867,984 

Number of men employed 333 

Capital invested $5,601,000 
Value of granite marble and other stone 

produced $1,679.015 

Number of men employed 2,715 

Capital invested $1,494,005 

Agriculture. 

Number of horses and mules 476,115 

neat cattle 2,202,438 

sheep 5,381,225 

swine 1,9t6,953 

Poultry, estimated value $2,273,029 

Number bushels of wheat 11,853,507 

barley 2,498,170 

oats 20,718,738 

rye 2,984,913 

buckwheat 2,244,438 

Indian corn 11,085,142 

potatoes 30,000,508 

Pounds of wool 14,073,124 

hops 362,762 

wax 184,021 

tobaeco gathered 6,567 

silk eoeoans 2,103 

sugar made 10,093.991 

Tons of hay 2,160,916 

Cords of wood sold 3,085,048 

Value of produets ol the dairy $10,497,032 


of the orehard 
home inade goods 


$61,732,357 
$16,535,075 


marret gardens $462,508 
nurseries and florists — $76,550 
Gallons of wine made 14,710 


Commerce. 
Number of commercial liouses in foreigu trade 459 
commission houses 1,049 
Capital invested $48,808.01 
Retail diy goods, groceries and other stores 12,063 
Capital invested $41,481,551 


Lumber yards and trade 707 
Capital invested $2,195.077 
Number of mem employed 9,329 


in mternal transportation 7,421 


hutehers, packers, &c. S04 
bartels pickled fish 22,214 
gallons spermaceti oil 100,251 


whale and other fish oil 1,269,341 
Value of whalebone, &c. $344,665 
Number of men employed 1,223 
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Value of lumber produced $3,765.173 


Barrels tar, pitch, turpentine and rosin 25 994 
Tons of pot and pearl ashes 6.504 
Skins and furs, value produced $15,734 
Ginseng and other productious of the fo- 

rest, value $141,026 


Manufuctures. 


Valne of machinery manufactured $2,794,569 


Number of men employed 3,408 
Value of hardware, cutlery, &c. manu- 

tactured $1,808,638 
Number of men employed 968 
cannon cast 112 

small arius made 8,051 

men employed 201 

Precious metals, value manufactnred — $1,002,903 
Various metals 2,614,092 
Granite, warble, &c. 837,170 
Bricks and line 1,213,326 
Number of fulling mills 893 
woollen manufactures 328 

Value of gonds manniactured $3,417,224 
Number of persons e1aployed 1,664 
Capital invested $3,546,499 
Number of cotton mannfactories 115 
spindles 253,649 | 

Dyeing and printing establishments 12 
Value of manulactured articles $3,561,437 | 
Number of persons employed 7,136 | 
Capital invested $4,831,882, 
Number of pounds of silk made 371| 
Value ol satme $2,415 
Value of manufactures of flax $46,129 
mixed manufactures $1,496,347 
manufactured tobacco $331,571 
hats and caps manufactured $2,919,741} 

straw bonnets $150,593 

Number ol tanneries 1,212 
Sides of sole leather tanned 1,231,833 | 
of upper leather tanned 949,530 | 
Number of inen employed 5,811 
Capital invested $3,892,598 

All other manufactories of leather, sad- 

dleries, &c. 7,995 
Valne of manufactured articles $6,286,655 
Capital invested $2,477,874 | 
Number of lbs. of soap 10,700,974 
tallow candles 4,000,283 

. sperm and wax candles — 353,000 
Nuinber of men employed 491 
Capita] invested * $619,275 
Number ot distilleries 206 
gallons produced 2,710,110 

brewerles 86 

gallons produced 6,471,122 

Capital invested $3,214,776 

Powder rnills D 


Powder made, lbs. 585,000 | 


Men employed 41) 
Capital invested $81,500 | 
Drugs, paints, dyes, &c. value $593,791 
Turpentine and varnish, value $431,467 
Men employed 675 
Capital invested $1,294,735 
Glass houses Bt 
Glass cutting establishments 9 
Men euiployed 117 
Value of manufactured articles includ- 

ing looking glasses $367,870 
Capital invested $181,301 
Potteries "47 
Value of manufactured articles. $132,990 
Men einployed 192 
Capital invested $68,352 


Sugar refineries 


Value of produce $335,000 


Value of chocolate manufactured 85.007 
Value of conlectionary wace 5336, 140 
Men employed M6 
Capital invested $474,556 
Paper manutactories 77 
Value of poduce $692,821 
Value of all other manufacture of paper, Aw 

playing cards, &c. $39,637 
Men employed 740 
Capital invested $687,759 
Printing offices "o a2 
Binderies Y04 
Daily newspapers 166,611 
Weekly do. 146,914 
Sertai and tri- weekly do. 41,005 
Periodicals 12,585 
Men employed 3:210 
Capital invested $i 882,540 
Rope walks "45 
Value of produce $561,010 
Men eiaplayed "597 
Capital invested $242,180 
Musical instruments produced, value $324,130 
Men employed UU 488 


Capital invested $408,775 
Carriages manufactured, value $2,464,511 
Men employed 4,790 
Capital invested $1,927,413 
Flouring mills 334 
Bbls. flour manufactured 2,697,314 
Grist mills 1.761 
Saw mills 6,430 
Other mills 79 
Value of manufactures $18,088,182 
Men employcd 10.797 
| Capital invested $14,247,914 
Ships and vessels built, value $797,317 
Furniture, value $1,161,050 
Men employed 3,675 
Capital invested $1,615,700 
Brick and stone hnuses built 1,269 
Wooden do. 3:291 


Men employed 16,720 
Value of buildings constructed $1,101,634 
All other manufactures not enumerated $3.364,882 
Capital invested $5,825,356 


| Total capital invested in manufactures $52,069,356 


Common schools, By the late report of the su- 
perintendent of common schools in the state of New 
York, it appears that there are 10,760 school dis 
tricts in that commonwealth. This number shows 
an increase of sixty-three since the report of the 
preceding year. ‘The number of children in the 
state over five and under sixteen years of age, ex- 
clusive of the city of New York, was 592,564 at the 
close of the year 1839. The number of children 
instructed in the common schools during the year 
was 572.995. 

The snperintendent remarks: “It isa subject of 
congratulation tha! so many children of the repub- 
lic have had the school room opened to them; and 
although it may not have afiorded the high degree 
of instruction which may be desirable, yet much is 
gained by giving the opportunity of learning some- 
thing. They have acquired the elements; the good 
seed is sown; and matured hy genial institutions, it 
will germinate and grow and expand, even by its 
own jorce, What is thus obtained can never be 
lost; and it furnishes the foundation for advance- 
ment and progress by the gradually improving 
standard of edneation."* 

The productive capital of the common school fund 
in the state of New York amonnts to $2,033,807. 


It has also the revenue arising (rom upwards of 


three millions and a half of the surplus revenue of 
the United States deposited in the state treasury in 
1837. The school tund thus far has the benefit of 
the revenue yielded by a capital of more than five 
and a halt millions of dollars. The average pay of 
teachers in. the common schools is $18 per month. 


9! The schools are kept open, on an average, eight 


months in the year. 

The opinion is expressed by the superintendent 
that it is not best to have the schools entirely tree. 
By leaving a small portion of the expeuse to be 
paid by the inhabitants of each district, greater at- 
tention is secured to the good management of the 
schools. The amount raised by supervisers in the 
districts during the year 1830 was $244.74. 

[ Bolt. Amer. 
NEW JERSEY. 

The legislature adjourned sine die on the I2th 
instant. 

A state tax of $30,000 is deemed necessary for 
this year, and was laid. The state prison is so 
much ahead of its available means, as tn require, in 
the estimation of the keeper and inspectors, a cash 
advance of 5,000 dollars, to keep it in successful 


motion. The manufactures will not sell. 
The People's bank at Paterson, has been re. char- 
tered. 


The bill of Mr. Sutphen, to impose further re 
strictions on the hanks of the state, and to ponish 
the suspended banks, has failed by a close vote. 


We understand that George P. Molleson, esq. of 
New Brunswick, was yesterday elected attorney 
general of the state, vice Field, resigned, and Da- 
niel Elmer, of Cumberland, judge of the supreme 
court, vice Dayton, resigned. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Educolion. There were 282.4t0 pupils in the 
different literary institutions of Pennsylvania dnt- 
ing the past year. Of this number, 1.839 pupils 
are in colleges and universities; 1,430 in female 
seminaries; 2,165 in academies; 21,963 in the pub- 
lic schools of Philadelphia, and 254,008 in the com- 
mon schools throughout the state. 

One term. The joint resolution to amend the 
constitution of Pennsylvania, so as to provide that 
the governor shall serve but one term in a period 
of nine years, passed a third reading in the senate of 
the state, on Monday, by a vote of 19 to 9. 

The hon. John Banks, of Reading, has been 
unanimously nominated as the whig candidate for 


governor of Pennsylvania, by the state convention 
which inet at Harrisburg on the 10th inst. 
MARYLAND. 

Extra session. Proclamation of gov. Grason, 
calling an extra session: 

Whereas, the senate and house of delegates have 
declared, by their joint resolution of the filth inst. 
that the tine to which their session was then limit- 
ed, was not sufficient to enable them “to transact 
the important business entrusted to their charge,” 
and have requested me to convene them “at the 
earliest convenieot day after the 15th of April 
next:”” 

‘And whereas, the senate and house of delegates 
have the best means of forming a correct judgment 
lin relation to the importance of the business under 
their consideration, and to the necessity of having 
further time to act upon it: 

„And whereas, it is desirahle that questions, of so 
| much interest to the state as to require a special 
call of the legislature, should be settled withont un- 
necessary delay: 

Ido therefore convene the general assembly of 
Maryland, in compliance with the request contain- 
ed in the resolution aforesaid, and do accordingiy 
give notice to the members thereof to assembie at 
the seat of goverment on Wednesday the 24th dey 
of the present month, for the purpose of transaet- 
ing such business as in their jndgment the public 
interest may seem to require. 

Given under my hand and the great seal of the 

state, this eleventh day of March, in the 

[r. s.] year one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
one. WM. GRASON. 

By the governor, J. Murray, secretary of state. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

The Raleigh Register of Tuesday says: Our 
banks have again suspended the payment of their 
liabilities in specie. They have been compelled to 
this course because their credits with foreign banks 
fiom Phitade!phia to this city, have become wholly 
unavailable for specie purposes. Hitherto, a drait 
on a Virginia or Philadelphia bank has answered 
the same purpose as specie, and our banks have 
| thus been strengthened in their ability to meet their 
responsibilities; but now their checks on the Virgi- 
nia and more northern bauks, being paid in current 
notes only, they are no longer available as specie 
payments. 

In republishing the foregning paragraph, the 
Richmand Compiler of Thursday adds: 

Our banks stand now pretty much alone. If they 
can continue to pay specie while there is no place 
| whence they can draw specie to restore that they 
pay ont, and what is worse exchange with N. York 
five per cent. against us—and render the proper aid 
to trade at the saine tiine, they will do wonders. 


ALABAMA. 


The eleclorul vole. As we assisted lo circulate 
the statement that the vote of Alabama would be 
cast out hy congress, on account of the manner in 
which it was given, it becomes proper that we tell 
how the electors repaired their error, and saved the 
vote of the state. It is true, as we stated at the 
time, that iu their public convention in the hall of 
the house of representatives, the electors voted viva 
voce; but, at a private meeting in the evening (hav- 
ing probably learned that their mode of voting in 
the morning was illegal, and would vitiate the suf- 
frage), they again voted—this time by ballot—and 
made out their returns accordingly, in pursuance of 
the requirements of the constitution. The over- 
sight of the electors in their public proceedings of 

I thus repaired, and only exceeded 
rivate action in the even- 
[Florence (Ala.) Eng. 

MISSISSIPPi. 

The legislature has done itself honor, we were 
going to say—but this is making honesty rather too 
scarce in the market—by resolving, in spite of the 
official influence of governor McNutt, that the state 
was bound to redeem her bonds, and would redeem 
them. ‘The resolutions to this effect, strange to say, 
were voted by the governor!!! 

LOUISIANA. 

The house of representatives, on the 10th instant, 
adopted a resolution, requesting their senators and 
representatives in congress to use their endeavors 
to procure the alteration of the present naturaliza- 
tion laws, so as to require twenty-one years consecue 
live residence in the United States, before a foreigner 
could become naturalized. It passed by a vote of 
twenty-one to ten. 


the morning was j 
hy the ingenmty of their p 


ing. 


TENNESSEE. 

The whigs assembeld in convention at Murfrees- 
burg, on tlie 4th instant, for the purpose of desig- 
nating a candidate for governor in opposition to 
colonel Polk, at the Angust election. Forty coun- 


40 


ties ofthe state were represented in theconvention. 


Alter organizing, the convention adjourned till next | lished the branch at Chicago, 


day. On meeting next morning, the cominittee of 
nomination reported the name of JAwEs C. Jones, 
of Wilson county, as its choice—and thereupon 
the choice was unanimously agreed to by the con- 
vention, 

KENTUCKY. 

The senate have passed a bill providing for the 
congressional election in April, instead of August, 
should an extra session of congress be called, 

INDIANA. 

We extract the following statement from the N. 
York Argus: 

The legislature of Indiana adjourned on the 15th 
of February. 

Laws were passed laying a. poll tax of 75 cents, 
and a tax of 40 cents on each 100 dollars of proper- 
ty. The enumeration of persons subject to the poll 
tax, embraces about 100,000, yielding a revenue 
of £75,000 
The taxable property nf the slate is esti- 

mated at $100,000,000, on which 40 


cents on each $100, yields 400,000 

Froin bank stock and other sources the 
state has an income of 150,000 
$625,000 


This is about $200,000 less than the interest on 
the state debt and the expenses of making remit- 
tances to New York and London to pay it. The 
state scrip, or bills of credit, issued last year, are 
receivable for taxes, and these bills will probably 
absnrb the greater part of the amount collected fiom 
this source. 

Provision has been made by law that real estale, 
household furniture, farming implements and me- 
chanics tools, shall not be sold on execution Jor less 
than one-half their appraised value: And real estate 
may be redeemed in one year from the day of sale, 
on paying 124 per cent. on the purchase money. 

A law has also passed, appropriating the sinking 
fund, the surplus revenue lund, the saline lund, col- 
lege fund, and the school fund, all to banking pur- 
poses. Such of these moneys as are now loaned out, 
are fo be called in and paid over to the state bank. 
There is a provision that il any debtor to the sur- 
plus fund shall desire longer time, it shall he graut- 
ed to him at 6 per cent. interest, “upon delivering 
his note to the proper branch, with sofficient en. 
dorsers, for the payment of the sum he may owe," 
And it is provided also, that “the bank inay in ifs 
discretion grant any indulgence to such debtor, 
which it usually grants to other borrowers,” &c, 

* * * * * L4 

Exz-governor Noble has been appointed fund com- 
missioner in place of general Stapp, legislated ont 
of office. 

In 1836 the legislature of Indiana passed a law 
providing for the construction of 1,329 miles of roads 
and canals, as follows: z 


Canals, 9003 miles. 

Turnpike roads 338 e: 

Rail roads 904 « 
1,3291 


There has been expended already $7,199,149, 
and the sum required to complete them is estimat- 
ed at $13,346,000, being at least one-filth of the 
total value of all the real and personal property in 
the state. 

The state has abont 200 miles of canal in use, 
yielding about $5,000 in tolls. Two rail roads yield 
about $26,000 more; being a total of $31,000, as the 
present revenne growing out of a debt of fourteen 
millions of dollars. 

* * * * * * 

Instead of a tax of 5 or 10 cents on a 100 dollars, 
the people are now to be taxed 40 cents on each 
100 dollars, besides their town, county and village 
taxes, and in addition to this each male inhabitant 
of lawlul age is required to pay a poll tax of 75 
cents; and when all these taxes are collected there 
will not be enough by two hundred thonsand dollars 
to pay the interest on the publie debt. 

ILLINOIS, 

Banks. We learn by the Chicago American that 
by the suspension law the state bank of Ulinvis, is 
authorised to charge 7 per cent. interest on loans 
not exceeding six mouths, and 9 per cent, for any 
longer period, and is permitted to issue 91, $2 and 
$3 notes, The hank is prohibited during the sus. 
pension of specie payments, from disposiug of its 
specie, except in sums of $5 for change— may not 
increase the amount of circulation over the capital 
paid in, and is to ceceive aud dishurse the funds of 
the state, without charge. The bank is further re- 
quired to pay the ont-standing warrants drawn by 
the auditor, 


| barrier to the spread of 


The directors of the state bank have re-estab- 


lormer cashier, - 
MISSOURI. 
The legislature adjourned sine die on the 16th ult. 
after a session of about three montlis. 


a 
ABOLITION CONVENTION. 

In the Rochester American Citizen of March 
9th, we find the proceedings of a convention held 
on the 24th of February, at Warsaw, New York. 
“In compliance with a eal] addressed to Christians 
of every denomination in western New York" at 
which Elon Galusha presided, J. C. Jones and R. 
W. Lymon acted as secretaries. The names of the 
delegates in attendance are given—57 of whom are 
of Warsaw itself, and 43 from other places. The 
following are the resolutions adopted at the conven- 
tion, most of them unanimously: 

1. Resolved, That the**fruits? of the slaveholding 
system are a swilt witness against it, and fully con- 
viet those who appear as its apologists, of an at- 
tempt to screen from the point of faithful, Christian 
rebuke, and from the general indignation, practices 
alike abhorrent to the just requisitions of God's pure 
and nnalterable law, and to the Quperverted senti- 
mente of the civilized world. 

2. That the slaveholding relation interposes a 
pure Christianity, and to 
the establishment of true gospel churches over a 
large and most interesting portion of our republic: 
that in the judgment of this meeting, the respective 
churches and Christian communities. with which 
we are connected, are most soleinnly bound to per- 
sist in importunate prayer to God, and in the ap- 
plication of the most strenunus Christian efforts lor 
the complete demolition of this barrier. 

3. That we regard slaveholding to be a sin so 


gross, and so utterly at variance with the gospel of 


Jesns Christ, that we ought, as Christians, to with- 
draw all ecclesiastical connection from those slave- 
holders and slaveholding churches, who alter hav- 
ing been faithfully aud affectionately admonished, 
according to gospel rules, refuses to abandon this 
sin. 

4. That those who either apologize for slavehold- 
ing, or objeet to. its Jounediate, universal and un- 
ennditional abolition, or devise schemes of gradual 
or partial emancipation in ils stead; do thereby 
array thetnselves, not merely against the interests 
of our common humanity, the just claims of the 
slave and the fundamental principles of civil and 
religions freedom, but likewise against the cardinal 
doctrines of an orthodox Christian theology, as 
embodied iu the creeds, the confessions of Jaith, 
the sermons, and the standard theological writings 
of the principal evangelical denominations. d 

5. That the primative churches held up belore 
the community the true principles oi reform, which, 
if faithtally applied by modern churches, would 
supersede the necessity for anti-slavery, temper- 
ance, moral reform, missionary and other kindred 
societies. 

6. That whilst that sound maxim both of human 
and divine law, to wit: that the accessory is as 
guil!y as the principal, remains true, so long it will 
remain noless true, that the apologist for slavery and 
the witness of its black crimes, who does not spread 
the alarm, is as really guilty as he who actually 
perpetrates ifs intamous deeds, 

7. That the churches of the north are present 
spectators of the atrocious wickedness necessarily 
resulting irom the slave system, and many ol them 
not only retuse to lestily against it, and to adini- 
nister deserved rebuke to those implicated, but, to 
an alarming extent, and in various ways, have be- 
come i!s apologists, or real supporters. 

_ 3. That many of them either tolerate or require 
silence in their pulpits on the momentous subject 
of human rights; that in many ol tleir theological 
schools they observe a caution dictated by workdly 
policy, or attempt wholly to repress the rising spirit 
of freedom; they receive, unrebuked, kuown slave- 
holders to their pulpits and to their commnnions, 
seek to mingle in the streams of Christian charity 


along with their own, the unhallowed offerings of | United States filed 


“ungodly gain,” Wrüng from the unrequited toil of 
the crustied slave, 

9. That it is the right and the duty of the re. 
spective churches to investigate the subject of sla- 
very aud to act upon it—to enter Upon their records 
against slaveliolding ministers aud churches, a 
verdict of ejeetment from their pulpits and fellow- 
ship; and until they do so, the community will 
justly hold them recreant to the high duty prescrib. 
ed to them in the gospel, of rebuking ‘sin, aud as 
implicated deeply and willingly in the foulest 
transgressions of the divine law, 

10. Thal the monthly concert of prayer for the 
peaceful abolition of slavery, is a stated and in- 
portant anti-slavery 
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tian abolitionist should feel sacredly bound if pos- 


and re-appointed the | sible to attend, and which, in the opinion of this 


convention, may be truly regarded as the thermo- 
toeter in any community of the Christian aboli- 
tionism of that community. 


THE CASE OF THE AMISTAD. 
Supreme court of the U. States—Januory term, 1841. 
The United States, appellants, vs. the libellants 

and claimants of the schooner Avistad, her tackle, 
apparel and furniture, fogether with her cargo, 
and the Africans mentioned and described in the 
several libels and claims. On appeal from the 
circuit court of the United States lor the district 
of Connecticut. 

Mr. Justice Story delivered the opinion of the 
court: 

This is the case of an appeal from the decree of 
the circuit court of the district of Connecticut, 
silting in admiralty. The leading facts, as they 
appear upon the trauscript of the proceedings, are as 
follows: 

On the 27th of June, 1839, the schooner L'A mis- 
tad, being the property of Spanish subjects, clear- 
ed out fiom the port of Havana, in the Island of 
Coba, for Puerto Principe, in the same island. On 
board of the schooner were the captain, Ramon 
Ferrer and Jose Ruiz and Pedro Montez, all Spanish 
subjects. The former had with him a negro hoy 
named Antonio, claimed tobe his slave. Jose Ruiz 
had with hitn forty-nine negrnes, claimed by him 
as his slaves, and stated to be his property in a cer- 
lain pass or document signed by the governor gene- 
ral of Cuba, Pedro Montez had with him four 
other negroes, also claimed by him as his slaves, and 
stated to be his property in a similar pass or docu- 
ment, also signed by the governor general of Cuba. 
On the voyage, and betore the arrival of the vessel 
at her port of destination, the negroes rose, killed 
ihe captain and took possession of her. On the 
26th ot August the vessel was discovered by lient, 
Gedney, of the United States brig Washington, at 
anchor on the high seas, at the distance of half a 
mile fiom the shore nf Long Island. A part of the 
negroes were then on shore at Culloden point, Long 
Island, who were seized by lieutenant Gedney and 
brought on board. The vessel, with the negroes 
and other persons on board, was brought by lient. 
Gedney into the district of Connecticut, and there 
libelled for salvage in the distiict court ofthe United 
States. A libel for salvage was algo filed by Henry 
Green and Pelatiah Fordliam of Sag Harbor, Long 
Island. On the 18th of September, Ruiz and Mon. 
tez filed claims and libels,in which they asserted 
ownership of the negroes as their slaves, and of cer- 
tain parts of the cargo, and prayed that the same 
might be “delivered to them, orto the representa- 
lives of her Catholic majesty, as might be most 
proper." On the 19th of September, the attorney 
of the United States for the district of Connecticut 
filed an information or libel, setling forth that the 
Spanish minister had officially presented to the pro- 
per department of the government of the United 
States a claim for the restoration of the vessel, cargo 
and slaves, as the property of Spanish subjects 
which had arrived within the jurisdictional limits 
ol the United States, and were taken possession of 
by the said public armed brig of the United States, 
under such circumstances as made it the duty of 
the United States to cause the same to be restored 
to the true proprietors, pursuant to the treaty be- 
‘ween the United States and Spain; and praying the 
court, on its being made legally to appear that the 
claim of the Spanish minister was well founded, to 
make such order for the disposal of the vessel, cargo 
and slaves, as would best enabie the United States 
to comply with their treaty stipulations. But, il it 
should appear that tke negroes were persons Irans- 
ported from Africa in violation of the laws of the 
United States. and brought within the United States 
contrary to the same laws, he then prayed the court 
to make such order for their removal to the coast of 
Africa, pursuaut to tlie laws of the United States, as 
it shoulil deen fit. 

On the 19th of November the attorney of the 
a second information or libe] 
suuitar to the first, with the exception of the second 
prayer above set forth in liis former one. Ou the 
same day, Antonio G. Vega, the vice consul of 
Spain for the state of Connecticut. filed his libel, 
alleging that Antonin was a slave, the property of 
the representatives of Ramon Feirer, and praying 
the court fo cause him to be delivered to the said vice 
consul, that he might be returned by him to his law- 
fol owner in the Island of Cuba. 

Ou the 7th of January, 1540, the negroes, ( Cin- 
quez and others), with tlie exception ol Antonio, 
by their counsel, filed an answer denying that they 
were slaves, or the property of Ruiz and Montez; 
or that the court could, under the constitution or 


meetiug, which every Chris- laws of the United States, or under any treaty ex- 
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ercise any jurisdiction over their persons by reason 
ol the premises, and praying that they might be dis- 
missed. 

They specially set forth and insist in this answer 
that they were native born Africans, born free, and 
of right onght to be tree and not slaves; that they 
were, on or about the 15th of April, 1839, unlawfully 
kidnapped, and forcibly aud wrongfully carried ou 
board a certain vessel on the coast of Africa, which 
was unlawfully engaged in the slave trade, and were 
unlawfully transported in the same vessel to the 
Island of Cuba for the purpose of being there un- 
lawfully sold as slaves; that Ruiz aud Montez, well 
knowing the premises, made a pretended purchase 
of them; that afterwards, on or about the 28th of 
June, 1839, Ruiz and Montez, confederating with 
Ferrer, (captain of the Amistad), caused them, 
withoul law or right, to be placed on board of the 
Aunistad, to be transported to some place unknown 
to them, and there to be enslaved for life; that an 
the voyage they rose on the master and took pos- 
session of the vessel, intending to return therewith 
to their native country, or to seek an asylum in some 
free state; and the vessel arrived, abont the 26th oí 
August, 1839, off Montaug Point, near Long Island; 
a part of them there went ashore, and were seized 
by lient. Gedney, aud carried on board, and all of 
them were afterwards brought by him into the dis- 
trict of Connecticut. 

On the 7th of January, 1840, Jose Antonio Tel- 
fincas and Messrs. Aspe and Laca, all Spanish sub- 
jects residing in Cuba, filed their claims as owners to 
certain portions of the goods found on board of the 
schooner L’ Amistad. 

On the same day, all the libellants and claimants, 
by their counsel, except Jose Ruiz and Pedro Mon- 
tez, (whose libels and claims, as stated of record, 
respectively, were pursued by the Spanish minister, 
the same being merged in the claims), appeared, and 
the negroes also appeared by their counsel, and the 
case was heard on the libels, claims, answers and 
testimony of witnesses. 

On the 23d of January, 1840, the district court 
inade a decree. By that decree, the court rejected 
the claim of Green and Fordham for salvage, but 
allowed salvage to lieutenant Gedney and others on 
the vessel anil cargo of one-third of the value there- 
of, but aot on the negroes Cinquez and others. It 
allowed the claim of Tellineas and Aspe and Laca, 
with the exception of the above mentioned salvage. 
It dismissed the libels and elaims of Ruiz and Mon- 
tez with costs, as being included under the claim of 
the Sparish minister. It allowed the elaim of the 
Spanish vice consul for Antonio, on behalf of Fer- 
rer's representatives, It rejected the claims of Ruiz 
and Montez for the delivery of the negroes, but ad- 
mitted them for the eargo, with the exception of the 
above mentioned salvage. It rejected the claim 
made by the attorney of the United States, on behalf 
of the Spauish minister, for the restoration of the 
negroes under the treaty; but it decreed that they 
should be delivered to the president of the Uuited 
States, to he transported to A lrica, pnrsuant to the act 
of 3d of March, 1819. 

Froin this decree the district attorney, on behalf. 
oí the United States, appealed to the circuit court, 
except so far as related to the restitution of the slave 
Antonio. The claimants Telliucas and Aspe and 
Laca also appealed from that part of the decree 
which awarded salvage on the property respective- 
ly claiined by them. No appeal was interposed by 
Ruiz or Montez, or on behalt of the representatives 
of the owner of the Ainistad. The circuit court, 
by a iere pro lorma decree, affirmed the decree of 
the district court, reserving the question of salvage 
upon the claitos of Tellineas and Aspe and Laca. 
Aud from that decree the present appeal has been 
brought to this court. 

The cause has been very elaborately argued, as 
well upou the merits as upon a motion on behalf ot 
the appellees to dismiss the appeal. On the part ol 
the United States it has been contended, 1. That 

dne aud sufficient proof concerning the property 
has been made to authorise the restitution of the 
vessel, cargo and negroes to the Spanish subjects on 
whose behalf they are claimed, pursuant to the treaty 
with Spain of the 27th of October, 1795. 2. That 
the United States have a right to intervene in the 
inanner in which they have done, to obtain a decree 
for the restitution of the property upon the applica- 
tion of the Spanish minister. “These propositions 
have been strenuously denied on the other side. 
Other collateral aud incidental points have beeu 
stated, upon which it is not uecessary at this moment 
to dwell. 

Before entering upon the discussion of the main 

.poiuts involved in this interesting and important 
Controversy, it inay be necessary to say afew words 
as to the actual posture of the case as it aow stands 
before us. In the first place, then, the ouly parties 
now before the court, on one side, are the United 


States, intervening for the sole purpose of procuring 
restitution of the property as Spanish property, 
pursuant to the treatv, upon the grounds stated by 
the other parties elaiining (he property in their re- 
spective libels. ‘The United States do not assert 
auy property in themselves, or any violation of their 
own rights, or sovereignty, or laws, by the acts com- 
plained of. They do not insist that these negroes 
have been imported into the United States in con- 
travention of our own slave trade acts. They do 
not seek to have these negraes delivered up for the 
purpose of being transported to Cuba as pirates or 
robbers, or as fugative criminals found within our 
teriitories who have been guilty of offences against 
the laws of Spain. They do not assert that the sei- 
zure and bringing the vessel and cargo and negroes 
into port by lieutenant Gedney, for the purpose of 
adjudication, is a tortious act. They simply con- 
fine themselves to the right of the Spaoish claimants 
to the restitution of their property, upon the facts 
asserted in their respective allegations. 

In the next place, the parties before the court on 
the other side, as appellees, are lieut. Gedney, on his 
hbel for salvage, and the negroes (Cinquez and 
others) asserting themselves in their answer not to 
be slaves, but fiee native Africans, kidnapped in 
their own country, and illegally transported by force 
from that country, and now entitled to maintain their 
freedom. 

No question bas been bere made as lo the proprie- 
tary interest in the vessel and cargo. It is adinitted 
that they belong to Spanish subjects, and that they 
ought to be restored. The only point on this head 
is, whether the restitution ought fo be upon the pay- 
ment of saivage or not. The main controversy is, 
whether these negroes are the property of Ruiz and 
Montez, and ought to be delivered up; and to this, 
accordingly, we shall first direct our attention. It 
has been argued on behalt of the United States that 
the court are bound to deliver them up according to 
the treaty of 1795 with Spain, which has in this 
particular been continued in full force by the treaty 
of 1819, ratified in 1821. The sixth article of that 
treaty seems to have had principally in view eases 
where the properly of the subjects of either state 
had been taken possession of within the territorial 
jurisdiction of the other, during war. The eighth 
article provides for cases where the shipping of the 
inhabitants of either state are forced, throught stress 
of weather, pursuit of pirates or enemies, or any 
other urgent necessity, to seek shelter in the ports 
of the other. There may well be some doubt en- 
tertained whether the present ease, in its actual 
circumstances, falls within the purview of this arti- 
ele. Butit coes not seem necessary, for reasons 
hereafter stated, absolutely to deeide it. The ninth 
article provides “that all ships and merchandise, of 
what nature soever, whieh shall be rescued out of 
the hands of any pirates or robbers, on the high seas, 
shall be brought into some port of either state, aud 
shail be delivered to the custody of the othicers of 
that port, in order fo be taken care of and restored 
entire to the true proprietor, as soon as due and 
sufficient proof shall be made concerning the pro- 
perty thereof.” This is the article on which the 
main reliance is placed on behalf of the United 
States for the restitution of these negroes. To bring 
the case within the artiele, it 19 essential to estabiish, 
first, That these negroes, under all the eireuin- 
stances, fall within the description of merchandise, 
in the sense of the treaty; secondly, That there 
has been a rescue of them on the bigh seas out of 
the hands of pirates and robbers, which in the pre- 
sent case, can only be by showing that they thein- 
selves are pirates and robbers; and, thirdly, That 
Raiz and Montez, the asserted proprietors, are the 
tue proprietors, aud have established their title by 
competent proofs. If these negroes were at the 
time lawfully bell as slaves under the laws of Spain, 
and recognised hy those laws as property capable 
of heing lawfully bought aud sold, we see no reason 
why they may [uot] be justly deemed, within the 
intent of the treaty, to be incinded under the deno- 
mination of merchandise, [aud,] as such, ought to 
be restored to the claimants: for, upon that point, 
the laws of Spain would seem to furnish the proper 
rule of interpretation. But, adinitting this, it is 
clear, in onr opinion, that neither of the other es- 
sential facts and requisites has been established in 
proo!; and the onus probandi of both lies upon the 
claimants to give rise to the casus federis. It is 
plain, beyond coutroversy, if we examine the evi- 
dence, that these negroes never were the lawful 
slaves of Ruiz or Montez or of any other Spanish 
subjeets. They are natives of Africa, and were 
kidnapped there, and were unlawfully transported to 
Cuba, in violation of the laws and treaties of Spain, 
and the most soleton edicts and declarations of that 
government. By those laws and treaties and ediets 
the African slave trade is utterly abolished—the 
dealing in that trade is deemed a heinous critae; and 


1 


{ 
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the negroes thereby introduced into the dominions of 
Spain are declared tobe tree. Ruiz and Montez are 
proved to have made the pretended purchase of these 
negroes witha full knowledge of all the circum- 
stances, and, so cogent and irresistible is the evi- 
dence in this respect, that the district attorney has 
adinitted, in open court, upon the record, that tbese 
negroes were native Alricans, anil recently imported 
into Cuba, as alleged in their answers to the libels 
in the case. The supposed proprietary interest, 
then, of Ruiz and Montez is completely displaced, 
if we are at liberty to look at the evidence or the 
adinissions of the district attorney. Ti, then, these 
negroes are not slaves, but are kidnapped Africans, 
who, by the laws of Spain itself, are entitled to their 
freedom, and were kidnapped and illegally carried 
to Cuba, and illegally detained and restrained on 
board of the Amistad, there is no pretence to say 
that they are pirates or robbers. We inay lament 
the dreadful acts by which they asserted their liber- 
ty, and took possession of the Amistad, and endea- 
vored to regain their native country; but they can- 
not he deemed pirates or robbers in the sense of the 
law of nations, or the treaty with Spain, or the .. 
laws of Spain itself, at least so far as those laws 
have been brought to our knowledge; nor do the 
hbels of Ruiz and Montez assert thein to be such, 
This posture of the facts would seem of itself to 
put an end to the whole inquiry upon the merils, 
But it is argued, on behalf of the United States, that 
the ship and cargo and negroes were duly docu- 
mented as belonging to Spanish subjects, and this 
court have no right to look hehind these documents: 
that full faith and eredit is to be given to them; and 
that they are to be held conclusive evidence in this 
cause, even although it should be established by the 
most satisfactory proofs that they have been obtain- 
ed by the grossest frauds and impositions upon the 
constituted anthorities of Spain. To this argument 
we can in na wise assent. There is nothing in the 
treaty which justifies or sustains the areument.—- 
We do not here ineddle with the point whether there 
has been any connivance in this illegal trailic on the 
part of any of the colonial authorities or subordinate 
officers of Cuba, because, in our view, such an ex- 
amiuation is unnecessary, and ought not to be pur- 
sued unless it weie indispensable to publie justice, 
although it has been strongly pressed at the bar.— 
What we proceed. upon is this: that although public 
documents of the government accompanying pro- 
perty found on board of the private ships ol a £ reign 
nation certainly are to be deemed prima facie evi- 
dence of the faets whieh they purpoit to state, yet 
they are always open to be iinpngned for fraud; aud 
whether that fraud be in the original obtaining ot 
these documents, or in the subsequent fraudulent 
and illegal use of them, when once it is satisfacioni- 
ly established, it overthrows all their sanctity, and 
destroys theim as proofs Frand will vitiate any, 
even the most solemn, transactions, and an asserted 
title to property lounded npon it is utterly void. — 
The very language of ihe ninth artiele of ihe treaty 
ol 1795 requires the proprietor to make due anil 
sufficient proof of his propetty. And bow can that 
proof be deemed either due or sufficient which is 
but a connected and stained tissue of traud? This 
is not a mere rule of municipal jurisprudence,— 
Nothing is more clear in the law of nations, as an 
estab'ished rule to regulate their rights and duties 
aud intercourse, than the doctrine that the ship’s 
papers are but prima facie evidence, and that, if 
they are shown to be frandulent, they are not to be 
held proof of any valid title. This rule is familiarly 
applied, and indeed is of every day oceurrenee in 
cases of prize in the contests between belligerents 
and neutrals, as is apparent from numerous eases to 
be found in the reports of this court; and it is just 
as applicable to the transactions of civil intercourse 
between nations intimes of peace. Ifa private ship 
elothed with Spanish papers should enter the ports 
of tne United States elaiming the privileges aud im- 
inünities and rights belonging to bona fide subjeets 
of Spain under our treaties or laws, and she should 
in reality belong to the subjeets of another nation 
which was not entitled to any such privileges, im. 
munities or rights, and the proprietors were seek- 
ing by traud to cover their own illegal acts under 
the flag of Spain, there ean be no doubt that it would 
be the duty of our courts to strip off the disguise, 
and to look at the case according to its naked reali- 
ties. In the solemn treaties between nations, it ean 
never be presumed that either state intended fo pio- 
vide the means of perpetrating or protecting fiand; 
but all the provisions are to be construed as intend. 
el to be applied to bona fide transactions. The 
Vrth article of the treaty with Spain, which provides 
for certain passports and certificates as evidence of 
property on board of the ships of both states, is in ils 
terms applicable only to cases where either of the 
parties is engaged in a war This article required a 
ceitain form of passport to be agreed npon by the 
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parties, and annexed io the trealy. It never was 


aunexed; and therefore, in the case of the Amiable 
Isabella, (6 Wheat R. 1), it was held inoperative. 

It is also a most important consideration in the 
present case, which ought not io be lost sight of, 
ibat, supposing these African negroes not to be 
slaves, but kidnapped, and Iree negroes, the treaty 
with Spain cannot be obligatory upon them, and the 


United States are bound to respeet their rights as | 


much as those of Spanish subjects. ‘The conilict of 
rights between the parties under such circumstances 
becomes positive and inevitable, anil must be decid- 
eid upon the eternal principles of Justice and interna- 
tional law. If the contest were about any goods on 


board of this ship, to which Araerican citizens as- | 


serted a title, which was denied by the Spanish 
claimants, there could be no doubt of the right of 
such American citizens to litigate their claims be- 
fore any competent Anerican tribunal, notwith- 
standing the treaty with Spain, A fortiori the doc- 
trine inust apply where human life and huroan liber- 
ty are in issue, and constitute the very essence of the 
controversy. The treaty with Spain never could 
have intended to take away the equal rights of all 
foreigners, who should contest their claims before 
any of our courts, to equal justice, or to deprive 
such foreigners of the protection given them by 
other treaties, or by the general law ol nations.— 
Upon the merits of the case, then, there does not 
seem to us to be any ground for doubt that these ne- 
groes ought to be deemed free, and that the Spanish 
treaty interposes no obstacle to the just assertion of 
their rights. ; 

There is another consideration growing out ol 
this part of the case, which necessarily arises in 
judgment. It is observable that the United States, 
in their original claim, filed it in the alternative to 
have the negroes, if slaves and Spanish property, 
restored to the proprietors; or, if not slaves, but ne- 

roes who had been transported from Aliica in vio- 
Fion of the laws of the United States, and brought 
into the United States contrary to the same laws, 
then the court to pass an order to enable the United 
States to remove such persons to the coast of Anica, 
to be delivered there to such agent as may be eu- 
thorised to receive and provide for thein. Ata 
subsequent period, this last alternative claim was 
not insisted on, and another claiin was interposed 
omitting it, from which the conclusion naturally 
arises that it was abandoned. ‘The decree of the 
district court, however, contained an order for the 
delivery of the negroes to the United States, to be 


transported to the coast of Afiica under the act of} 


the 3d of March, 1819, ch. 224. The United States 
do not now insist upon any affirroance of this part 
of the decree; and, in our judgment, upon the ail- 
mitted facts, there is no ground to assert that the 
case comes within the purview of the act of 1819, 
or ol any other of our prohihitory slave trade acts. 
These negroes were never taken from Africa or 
brought to the United States in contravention ol 
those acts. When the Amistad arriver, she was in 
possession of the negroes asserting their fieedoin; 
and in no sense could they possibly imtend to import 
themselves here, as slaves, or for sale as slaves. In 
this view of the matter, that part of the decree of 
the district court 1s unaaintatnable, and must be re- 
versed. 

The view which has been thus taken of this case 


upon the merits under the first point renders it | 


wholly unnecessary lor us to give any opinion npon 
the ofher point, as to the right of the United States 
to intervene in this case in the manner already stat- 
etl, We dismiss this, therefore, as well as several 
minor poiuts made at the arguiaent, 

As to the claiin of lieut. Gedney for the salvage 
service, itis understood that the United States do 
not now desire tointerpose any obstacle to the al- 
lowance of it, if itis deemed reasonable by the 
court. Jt was a highly meritorious and useful s: r- 
viee to the proprietors of the ship and cargo; and 
such as, hy the general principles of maritime law, 
is always deemed a jast foundation for salvage.— 
The rate allowed by the conrt does not seein to ns 
10 have heen beyond the exercise of a sound discre- 
lion, under the very pecahar and embarrassing eir- 
cumstances of the cause, 

Upon the whole, our opinion is thal the decree of 
the circuit comt allirming that of the district court 
ought to be affirmed, except so far as it directed the 
negroes to be delivered to the president to be trans- 

orted to Airica in pursuance of the act oi the 3d ol 
Iarch, 1319; and, as to this, it ought to be reversed, 
and (hat the said negroes be declared lo be free, and 
be dismissed (rom the custady of the court, and go 
without day. True copy. l'est: 
WM. THOS. CARROLL, C. S. C. U. S. 
TUE DECREE, 
The United States, appellants, vs. the libellants and 
claimants of the schooner Amistad, ber tackle, 
apparel and furniture, together with her cargo and 


the Africans mentioned and described in the se- 

veral libels and claims. On appeal from the cir- 

cuit court of the United States lor the district of 

Connecticut. 

This cause came on to be heard on the transcript 
of the record from the circuit court of the United 
States for the district of Connecticut, and was argu- 
ed by counsel. On consideration whereof, it is the 
opinion of this court that there is error iu that part 
of the decree of the circuit court, atlirming the de- 
cree of the district court, which ordered the said 
negroes to be delivered to the president of the Uuit- 
ed States to be transported to Africa in pursuance 
of the act of congress of the 3d of March, 1819, and 
that, as to tbat part, it ought to be reversed, and, in 
all other respects, that the said deeree of the circuit 
court ought to be affirmed. It is therefore ordered, 
adjudged and deereed by this court, that the decree 
of the said circuit court be, and the same is hereby, 
affirmed, except as to the part aforesaid, and, as to 
that part, that it be reversed, and that the cause be 
remanded to the cirenit court with directions to en- 
ter in lien of that part a decree that the said negroes 
be, and are hereby, declared to be free, and that they 
be dismissed from the custody of the court, and be 
discharged from the suit, and go thereof quit without 
day. Truecopy. Test: 

WM. THOS. CARROLL, C. 8. C. U. S. 


DEBATE ON THE PROSPECTIVE PRE- 
EMPTION DILL. 
In senate, Junuary, 19, 1841. 

Mr. Wurre said: However imperfectly 1 feel 
mysell able to discuss this subject, I ain conscious, 
nevertheless, that in deciding upon it I occupy an 
impartial position, Indiana, in her progressive ad- 
vances from a wilderness state to the dignity of the 
fourth or filth member of the union, has reached 
that period in her history when she inay bold with a 
steady aud an equal hand the scales of interest be 
tween {he old states and the new. While, then, I 
listen with most respectful consideration to abler 
counsels than 1 myself can aspire to give upon a 
subject whose growing magnitude has inspired ve- 
teran senators with such apprehension as even to 
justify precipilate and immature legislation, I shall 
endeavor so to record my vote upon the several 
propositions before us as to secure to the new states 
all the equity they claim, and to the ofd states all 
the rights which they challenge, and to all the states 
an advantage of the most momentous importance, 
to be gained, as I conceive, irom no other source 
than froin the proceeds of our bouatiin! domain. 

In our plan of government, sir, simple as its ob- 
jec's and well-defined as its purposes are, many 
dithenlt and complicated questions are constantly 
occurring. They are chiefly questions of power. 
Our contederated, and at the saine time republican, 
principle—our relations with the Indian trihes—our 
partial system of domestic slavery—and our pro- 
vincial or territorial system, are all full enongh of 
perplexilies to put this experiment of government 
to ils severest trial. Indeed, sir, parties have a 
tendency to organize themselves not so mucli upon 
measures of policy as upon abstract questions ol 
constitutional constraction. This tendency of patty 
is greatly injurions, by producing political sophisins 
aid refined theories which override every practica! 
| power for good conferred by our constitution. 

The land question is not properly a question of 
| power, and yet incidently it involves considerations 
[of that character. Over the public domain which 
lies within the limits of the organized states, the 
United States seem to have something more than a 
[sinple property jurisdiction or a mere yuivate own- 
ership. This is proved by their right to make laws 
|for its convenience and government, and. by their 
power to protect their possessiors, and to determine 
al questions concerning {hose lands in courts of 
their own creation, Such powers are appurtenant 
to a species of territorial sovereignty. 

| I concur fully with senators who have ascrib- 
| 

| 


ed so great importance to the measure now before 
us. [t we regard it merely as a question of fi- 
| nance, it carries a grave and serions iraport..— Not 
the least among the high functions of government is 
| its power to raise and expend money. Next to the 
power to declare war, and to place under the aibi- 
trament of the sword the lile and furtune of the 
citizen, Ihe power to raise revenue is the highest 
prerogative of sovereignty. Oi equal importance 
is il if we have respect to the question of popula- 
tion or settlement and of social organization. These 
diffieulties are increased by the medinio through 
which senators choose to regard the subject. While 
the senator fiom Missouri, (Mr. BENTON), coin- 
plains that we will not treat the public domain as 
a fund lor revenue, the senator. from Tennessee, 
(Mr. Anderson), contends that it is by no meaus 
| to be considered as a question of finance. Concur- 
{ring fully as 1 do with the honorable senator who 
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introduced the bill now on your table, in the pro- 
priety of a permanent pre-emption law, I protest 
against tbe justice of the remarks with which he ac- 
companied its introduction, and to which I shall have 
occasion hererlter to advert. My purpose now is 
merely to express ny regret that a measure so inte- 
resting, and, I may add, beneficent, as the final dis- 
position of our public domain, could not be presented 
to this body without a conjuration of influences well — 
calculated to disturb the harmony of our legisla- — 
tion—influences which have lately been aroused in 1 
the conflict of contending parties, and which had 
expended themselves in the most conclusive demone 
strations at the ballot box. 

To one or all of these canses it is owing that our 
statute book groans under the weight of enactment 
in regard to the management of our land system. 
Since tbe colonial and agrarian system of Rome, na 
nation bas half such à complication of laws regu- 
lating its domain. It may well be conceived that 
so extensive and fertile a territory would be a pro- 
tific subject of legislation. Our entire domain is 
computed at 1,085,536,252 acres of land, to about 
400,000,000 of which the Indian tille has been ex- 
tinguished, and remains unextinguished to near 
700,000,000 acres. Of this vast domain, about 
seven-ninths lies east, and two-ninths west of the 
Rocky mountains. As yet we have sold to indi- 
viduals a little upwards of 80,000,000 acres, and if 
we add to that grants and reservations to slates ina 
dividuals, &c. there will still remain more than 
900,000,000 acres in which the United States has a 
proprietary interest. 

Nature stamps upon these teeming acres their 
uses for the abode of man, and for the development 
not only of the physical bnt of the moral and in- 
tellectnal energies of the Caucasian race. Extend- 
ing to the shores of the Pacific ocean, the retiring 
savage sliall give place to the Anglo Saxon, to il- 
lustrate in the face of the world, and upon the last 
great drama where it can be seen, the triumphs o 
civilization, of liberty, and of religion. 

Already upon a considerable part of this domain 
have these great purposes begun their accomplish- 
ment. Of the territory above mentioned, an erea of 
about 250,000,000 acres has been organized into 
republican states, and nine more stars of virgin lus- 
tre shine resplendent in the galaxy of tbe union. 

The bill and amendments before us contemplate a 
permanent and conclusive adjustment of the interest 
of the United States in this domain, and from the 
general view which we have taken of its uses and 
of the nature of the trust with which the govern- 
ment is invested in regard to it, we are prepared to 
di-cuss the several principles and details involved 
in the bill and proposed amendments. a 

From the beginning of ovr land policy, settlement 
and occupancy seem to have been the object of the 
government. It is true that largesscs have never 
been proposed, nor bounties awarded, to induce a 
cultivation of our wild domain. On the other hand, 
the government bas, with all possible expedition, 
from time to time, extinguished the Indian title, 
and thrown the lands into market. ‘The Indian 
claiin removed, no other obstacle has been left by 
our laws in the way of settlement, no limits pre- 
scribed to the exploration of the adventurous pio- 
neer, Tne method of settling the western lands in 
compact masses by townships at a time has been 
always repudiated. The government has incurred. 
no expense to protect the settlements; no garrisons | 
or military posts have been established upon our. 
trontier with this express refereace. On the cons 
trary, it has been lelt to the same fearless and hard 
spirit of individual resolution which dared to en- 
counter the obstacles of nature and the terrors of 
the forest to defend the pioneers agains| the maraud 
ing incursions of their savage netghbois. The rifl 
and the axe have gone together into the wilderness 
borne by the same hand, The mother bas left the: 
couch, where her infant reposed, to watch over the 
labors of the backwoodsman while engaged in "m 


l 
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daily and toilsome lask, and to give the first alar 
against the treachery of the Indian, and (lie hour of 
midnight repose has been rendered secure only by 
the guardianship of the hunter sentinel. 
In such a way as this, sir, have yonrgreat trae 
montane valleys been settled; until now, seeurit 
has suceceded to danger, ai tlie alarms of a borde 
warare drowned in the noisy tread of commerce 
and speculation. The pioneer has borne the danger 
of the adventure, shall he not reap its honors an 
rewards? Unaided, unregarded, unrecompensed, ha 
has laid, in virtue and in peace, the foundations o 
several of your most powerful states, strengthened 
the bonds ef your confederacy, added new interest 
lo your commerce, augmented sourres to your ree 
vennes, security to your liberties, and fresh glories 
to your empire, Will you now withdraw rom bim: 
your patronage when first it begins to be valuable? 
or, rather, will you nol confirm to him his ancien 
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charter? Is the same wise and liberal policy yet 
to continue, of covering tbis continent with republi- 
can states, or is the sordid grip of avarice to ar- 
rest this march of civil liberty towards its utmost 
destination? Is this paternal government willing to 
adopt the inotto 

*Quirenda pecunia primum est, virtus post nummos,» 
to postpone the highes! political interests of its peo- 
ple to a consideration of revenue? 

It is remarkable that, in almost every deed 
of,cession from the states, and in both the trea- 
ties with France and Spain for the purchase of 
Louisiana and Florida, guaranties are contained 
securing to the people of the acquired territorv a 
republican tora uf government, and free and equal 
admission into the union. If, then, even in our fo- 
reign negotiations this appears to be a fundamental 
object, let us not thwart by our domestic policy the 
earliest attainment of so great an end. Let revenue 
be a mere incidental consideration, or, in the ex- 
pressive and simple language of a member of the 
first congress, “let us make the best of liberty, our 
people, and our land.” 

Senators object to the pre-emption policy mainly 
upon these grounds: 

1. That it injures our exchequer by diminishing 
the price received for the lands. 

2. That, by conferring privileges aud bounties 
upon the people of the new states, it is partial in its 
operation and unjust to the people of the old states. 

3. That it produces an unnatural and forced drain 
upon the population of the old states. And 

4. That it engenders a spirit of insuibordination 
to tbe laws, and will lead to mischievous riots and 
excesses by tolerating a scramble for the public 
property. 

To the first objection, I reply, that, belore the 
former pre-emption laws had operated to any ex- 
tent, the gross average at which the lands have 
been sold since the present minimum price was 
established is about one dollar and thirty cents per 
acre. The inconsiderable loss of five cents per acre 
does not weigh a feather in the scale against the 
equity of pre-emption. To appease even the ill- 
founded complaints of a single state having public 
lands within its borders, you ought not to hesitate to 
make so small a sacrifice. You have assessed the 
value of the lands at $1 25 per acre. Why should 
you expose them to sale at auetion? Many of those 
lands are not worth the minimuin price, and yet 
you refuse, and for good reasons, to graduate them 
downwards. Why should you graduate thein up- 
wa ds? in any department of business there are 
evils iu the auction system, and it ought to be avoid- 
ed when it is possible to do so. It is the parent 
frequently of ruinous speculation, arising from an 
undue competition, which such an occasion. gene- 
rally arouses. Upon the commerce of our citizens 
we lay an equal duty, and do not sell the protection 
of our navy to the highest bidder. The facilities of 
the public mail and the privileges of the patent of- 
lice are aiforded at fixed rates. No part of our re- 
venue except from land, is raised in the shambles. 
Goverment offers none of its favors, none of its pri- 
vileges, to the cupidity of weaith, save the domicil 
of the poor man, of which, by conquest or purchase, 
it as become the lord paramount. 

The second objection assumes what I cannot 
grant—-*that the right of pre-emption is a bounty 
ora privilege." ‘The pre-elaptor pays a fair equi- 
valent for his right, of more value in the end to the 
goverument than the higher price which the capi- 
talist might bid at auction. Foregoing now the 
argument of increased resources and angmented na- 
tional wealth produced by conveying the lands to 
the actual occnpaot and cultivator, I urge the con- 
sideratian of enhanced value given to the adjacent 
lands by improvements ia their neighborhood. How 
much the sale of this class of lanis has been hasten- 
ed by such causes itis impossible to estimate, bnt 
F venture the assertion that your treasury, enriched 
as it has been from every source, including the 
twenty-five millions of treasury notes which have 
been issued, could not stand the shock of yielding 
np its gains derived in this very way. Is it more 
iu the nature of bounty to give these lauds for a 
fixed price to the first occupant, to the most indus- 
trious citizen, than to the wealthiest, who may per- 
chance bid more than they are worth?) But in what 
respect is this system unjust tothe people of the 
old states? Certainly, the lauds are not a fund for 
individual aggrandizement and profit. Whatever 
relation the government, as the trustee of the lands, 
bears to he stales upon the great principles of equity, 
which I shall by and by diseuss, it can be under no 
oblization to parcel the domain out per capita amoug 
the individual masses of people. ‘Che people ot the 
old states, remaining such, cannot complain that a 
purchase is denied to them for purposes of invest- 
ment and speculation (I do not like the word) 

which is allowed to him who is willing to join the 


new community in the wilderness, to lay his hearth- 
stone and to build his altar there. If the govern- 
ment does not hold these lands in trust for individual 
advantage, then it has a right to fix what principles 
it pleases for their sale and disposition; and surely no 
complaint can justly be made when those principles 
are friendly to the earliest developioent of the social 


and political system, and to the increase of popula- | 


tion within the limits of the new territory. Of this I 
defy relutation. 

I am willing to accord a character of plausibility 
to the third objection to pre-emptions, above enu- 
merated. Perhaps the tendency of American en- 
terprise is too mnch to a ditfusive population. To 
every section of the union the government owes an 
equal patronage, and no pratriotic citizen ot the 
west would desire to see his own section built up 
at the expense of the sister states. Especially 
would no western statesman commend himself to his 
constituents by the enactment of partial laws. The 
chain of dependance is such between the roost dis- 
tant portions of our confederacy, that one cannot be 
injuriously affected without sensible loss to the 
other. Jt is impossible, however, to restrain the 
emigrating spirit of our countrymen, and no better 
rule can be adopted than to leave each one free to 
follow those impulses which point to his own pros- 
perity and happiness. While the rewards of agri- 
culture in the rich and tertile plains west of the 
mountains are more tempting to the citizen than the 
appropriate pursuits to which those are destined 
who remain in the Atlantic states, it would be 
wrong to check that virtuous ambition which is 
emulous to reach them. Let it be remembered that 
agriculture is the almost universal pursuit of the 
western emigrant; and the more this proportion of 
our population increases, the more our real indepen- 
dence is secured, and the faster our. national wealth 
is augmented. Jam not about to adopt the exclu- 
sive and exploded doctrine of the economists, which 
denied the productive quality to the operations ot 
commerce and to the labors of the artisan; but I do 
contend that the agricultural employment is the 
best adapted to the genius of our people, and to the 
condition of onr country, and that it ought, and ever 
will, I trust, maintain a proud preponderance. Need 
I remind you, sir, that this class, in every emergency, 
will be the prop and stay of our republic? that here 
the virtues which shall save our institutions will 
find their true abiding place, and that sedition and 
misrule never enter the peaceful domicil of the hus- 
bandman? 

But there is a view of this subject which takes 
off the edge of the objection we are discussing. It 
is, that, although emigration may be too rapid trom 
tie old states to the new, the nature of our pursuits 
is such that there is a constant circulation of our po- 
pulation. ‘Though, in the process of this mighty 
provincial accretion which has so astonished ns with 


ts growth, the blood may he torced through the arte- 


ries in unusual currents, to the extremities, yet the 
self-restoring efiort of nature shall return it through 
a thousand veins to the seat of life. "The traveller 
from tlie old states, after many days, will return with 
the spoils of industry, and pour the greatiul offering 
into the maternal lap. 

A single word or two, sir, shall suffice in reply to 
the fourth objection. It is in effect “a beginning of 
the question,” for if you invite the occupant to take 
possession of your lands, he ceases to be a trespas- 
ser. Your act of 1807 forbade trespasses upon the 
public lands, and yet how little has the moral sense 
of the community been shocked by the frequent and 
constantly recurring violations of that aet which we 
have witnessed. The universal sentiment of the 
nation has pronounced it a dead letter. Can he who 
seeks a home and a domicil for his wife and his 
children offend against any rule ofsociety? In vain 
do yon set up. the artificial authoritv of any law 
against so holy a purpose! Restrict your pre emption 
law to the actual settler; cut up speculation by the 
roots; and your statute book will suiler no reproach, 
nor opprobriuin rest upon your authority from any 
ot the acts which yon fear. That there will be no 
strife or violent contention among the several be- 
neficiaries of the pre-emption law, the experience 
of the past sufficiently proves. The northwest cor- 
ner of Indiana (within my own observation) has 
heen settled by pre-emptors. A more orderly, in- 
dustrious, or better regulated community 1s not to be 
found. v» 

The argument in favor of pre-emptions is so preg- 
nant, that it seems almost superiluous to adduce the 
anthorily of other goveraments which have uni- 
formly extended the kindest protection towards their 
infant settlements. From the time when the wan- 
dering Scythian roamed from one hunting ground or 
pasturage to another, as his brief annual tennie 
would expire—trom the period ot the |follland aid 
bookland of the ancient Saxon—there has been no 
mercenary legislation upou lands. The far-famed 
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agrarian laws of Rome were designed to aid and 
protect the colonist. The states of our own confe- 
deracy have either surrendered their lands to settlers 
or sold them at a nominal price. We are all con- 
versant with that force of public opinion which con- 
strained Massachusetts to pass laws requiring the 
successful plaintiff in ejectment to pay the ocenpy- 
iug claimant for what they termed bis “betterments,”” 
answering to be **melioramenta" of the civil law, or 
the “improvements” of the western squatter. A 
rigorous policy against the settler would be alike in 
| violation of contemporary seltlement and of all the 
lights of experience. 

But senators say that the new states, not con- 
tent with bearing the palm of successtul rivalry from 
their older sisters, have really outstripped thein- 
| selves, and have asserted the rights of majnrity be- 
fore they have attained the age of twenty-one. 
Grant that this is true, sir. We have at least the 
proud satisfaction of knowing that our greatness has 
not “been thrust upan us.” [tis a trophy of onr 
own achieving. We glory in the fact that in our 
infancy, in our wilderness state, we have earned 
the honors of manhood. We boast not strength 
alone, but wisdom. In the ordinance of 1787, be- 
lore the birth of your constitution, we taught yon 
the principles of civil liberty. It is a singular taet 
that, in an ordinance creating a government design- 
ed to be temporary, those great principles should 
be laid down as the fundamental basis of our society, 
and expressed to be forever binding and irrevocable 
upon the people and states thereatter to arise. Like 
IHanribal, we were consecrated to liberty in one 
infancy, and now that our noon-day sun is cul- 
minating upor the continent, we conjure you to 
apprehend no evil, nor to fear influences, how- 
ever, powerful, which are thus benign. Let se- 
nators remember, when they are disposed to mete 
out their favors with asparing baml, under what 
difficulties, uuder what discouragements, and un- 
der what painful perils our early settlements were 
effected. Let them remember how, even in later 
times, it has cost us all our resources to settle down 
es owners upon the frowning forest. "The s'ate of 
Indiana has an area of upwards of twenty-two inil- 
lions of acres, and her citizens have already contri- 
buted to the national treasury, as the price of their 
demesness, more than twenty millions of dollars. 
Indiana has barely passed her minority. How, alter 
such exhaustion, has their industry been taxed to 
cultivate and stock their farms and to procure that 
bountiful subsistence which an Atoerican citizen 
demands. 

You have been reminded, sir, by way ofchecking 
too gratuitons a spisit towards the new states, of the 
hounty and munificence,or, as the senator from 
South Carolina, (Mr. PRESTON), eloquently ex- 
preses it, of the justice (for what higher attribute 
can be claimed m these degenerate ages?) of Vir- 
ginia and the other conceding states, in surrendering 
their rich possessions to tlie union. ‘The new states 
congratulate themselves npon this result. "They 
congratulate the union. Had the states retained this 
territory we should not now perhaps have been in 
tlie hands of a paternal governinent boasting its re- 
deemed guaranty for our admission into the union. 
Wiskonsan, Iowa, Florida, would not have held that 
guaranty yet to be faithtully and speedily perform- 
ed. The territory northwest of the Olio river would 
have beet: a mere appendage to the Old Dotninion. 
Louisiana, in all probability, would Lot have been 
acquired. nor the navigation of the Mississippi se- 
cured. We should net now have boasted N. Orleans, 
the peerless exporting city of this continent; nor 
would our great staple growing region ol the south 
have had the valleys of the upper Mississippi, the 
Ohio, the Hlinors and the Wabash, to pour tree ot 
duty their abundant and ceaseless supplies into her 
bosom, thus giving to her annual eighty millions of 
exports one-third of ibe element of their value. 

As a representative of western interests, I i'o not 
complain of partial or unequal Jaws; but it cannot 
be forgotten that commerce has its costly defences, 
aud manntactures a protection springing troin your 
laws. Of necessity, almost, the pecuniary patron- 
age of the government is limited to the seaboard, 
In proportion to its nuimbeis, the westie tlie largest 
| tax paying section of our country, for the simple 
reason that not an article of import is produced 
there. These drains upon our industry we submit 
to with an uncomplaining temper. But we cannct 
forget the equity which such considerations raise 
when you are called to pass laws upon subjects 
peculiarly affecting onr interests. Our staples are 
| the agricultural provucts, which seein to be placed 
beyond the pale of constitutional protection, Coin- 
pared with the magnitude ol the agricultural interest, 
all the other products of labor in this country sink 
into utter insignificance. Commerce has itr one 


hundred millicns of exports, and an equal amount 
fof imports, and our manufactures doubtless tran- 
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scend these sums in amount, but agriculture, tower- 
ing above all, ascends to two thousand millions per 
annum. No nation can be perfectly independent 
which does not raise its own breadstuffs; and tlie 
highest condition of social happiness and prosperity 
is attained when other interests to be sure are flour- 
ishing, but when the agricultural interest maintains 
the ascendant. In every vicissitude of trade, and in 
every revulsion of government, while famine and 
distress too often mark their desolating career in 


other countries, iu peace and in war, our teeming | 


soil continues to yield its fruits to ihe labor of the 
busbandman, and our barns and granaries (o furnish 
perpetual resources for tlie hfe of man. No event 
in history is associated with snch a mass of human 
happiness, present and prospective, as the settlement 
of our western country, by multiplying and chea- 
pening the food upon which man subsists. But I 
will not press this topic further. The people of the 
west, in their growing strength, expect fiom con- 
gress just and considerate laws, not so much from 
their power to enforce them as from the enlightened 
appreciation in which their claims must be held by 
the entire union. M 

1t is matter of regret (liat the dignity of these 
claims should be disparaged, or suspicion be thrown 
upon them, by the manner in which the present bill 
was introduced into tbe senate. When pre.emp- 
tion laws become the mere foot-ball of party, or are 


converted into an engine for political warfare, it is | 


no wonder that they tail to command that general 
assent to which they are entitled. The honorahle 
member who bronght in this bill remarked, upon 
its introduction, that the federal party (as he was 
pleased to term the whig party) had, in the recent 
presidential canvass, shown so devoted a love for 
log cabins and their inmates, he was fearful they 
would anticipate the friends of the administration in 
presenting the measure of a permanent pre-emp- 
tion—and he therefore hastened to submit the pro- 
posed measure. ( 
to this bill, if it shall not be interpreted as ironical 
upon its worthy beneficiaries, has at least that as- 
pect in reference to one of the great parties engag- 
ed in the recent presidential struggle. Certainly, 
sir, either the bill or its title, or some other associa- 
tions, have produced in this debate not a little rail- 
ery agaiust the emblems adopted, for good cause, 
by the whigs in the late contest. The freislit with 
which this pre-emption vessel is laden is aceepta- 
ble to my constituents, but they like not the flag 
under which she sails. In a word, sir, it cannot be 
concealed that this measure is intended to over- 


reach the action of the coming administration, and | 


either to force that administration into an antago- 
nist position, or obnubilate its glories by this forced 
and sudden interposition of a poliey for which the 
country was as rife eight eight years ago as now. 
Jt matters not fo me, however, whether this con- 
summation be achieved under the star of general 
Hatrisou—whether it be the concomitant of that 
series of conservative and patriotic measures which 
are to restore the character of the age and to elevate 
onr institulions—or whether now urged on by in- 
fluences no longer to be resisted, the measure has 
been precipitated upon us by the stern virtue which 
is felt and appreciated, and, I may add, feared, in 
the character of general Harrison, and by that pow- 
erful voice of the people which has pronounced his 
election. 

Connected with the subject of a final settlement 
of the land question, as proposed by the bill, two 
antagonist measures have been presented to the se- 
nate. That contained in the amendment of the 
honorable senator from Kentucky (Mr. Crivren 
DEN) proposes to grant to the actual settler whose 
estate shall not exceed the value of $1,000 the right 
of pre emption to any quantity of [and nol exceed 
ins 320 acres, and to distribute the proceeds of the 
sales uf the public lands among the several states ol 
the union in just and equitable proportions. The 
other, proposed by the honorable member from 
South Carolina, (Mr. CALHOUN), contemplates a 
ecssion of the public lands to the several states 
within whose limits they lie, upon conditions, the 
principal of which are, that the states shall annual- 
ly pay to the general government sixty-five per 
cent. of the gross proceeds, aud that the ecssion 
“shall be in fn lof the five per cent. fund, or any 
part thereof not already accrued to any state; and 
ilie said states shall be exclusively liable for all 
charges that may hereafter arise fiom the surveys, 
sales and management ol tlie public lands and ex- 
tinznishment of Indian title within the limitsof said 
states respectively.” It alse provides that the 
states may pass pre-emption and graduation laws. 
J shall first consider the amendinent of the senator 
from Sonth Carolina. 

I object ta this scheme as unsettling the whole 
laud system approved by the experience of forty 
years; as destroying that unilormily which has con 


tributed so much, not only fo the security of titles, 
but to the value of improvements made upon the 
newly purchased lands. Jt translers the muniments 
of title from the archives of this government to the 
custody of the executives of the several states, the 
torms of conveyance of course to be devised by the 
authorities of those states. It creates new respon- 
sibilities unknown fo the constitution and danger- 
ous to our revenues. Who can believe that the 
states will meet pecuniary engagements of this kind 
with promptitude? Your laws cannot enforce their 
collection, and your only reliance is upon the faith 
of the states. In original engagements of the se- 
veral states with the world, their plighted faith will 
be a sufficient guaranty for the redemption of any 
pecuniary obligalion. But here the case is very 
different. This proposition creates relations be- 
tween the states and the federal government not 
very dissimilar to those which existed under the old 
articles of confederation, A principal inducement 
for abolishing the old confederacy was, because re- 
quisitions for money (even for so serious a consi- 
deration as the payinent of the revolutionary debt) 
made by congress upon the states was not regard- 
ed. The failure of a single debtor state to meet 
engagements imposed by this measure would pro- 
duce dissatisfaction, and justify alike remissness on 
tbe part of others. In every aspect of the case, tbe 
relation of debtor and creditor between the states 
and this government is to be deprecated; but, when 
that relation is relied upon to supply a considerable 
portion of our eurrent revenue, it ean result only in 
disaster and disappointment until the seuse of obli- 
gation shall ultimately be broken. But one expe- 


riment of the kind has been made since tlie era of 


our constitution, and that was in the act of 1836 
depositing forty millions of our surplus revenue 
with the states. From the moment that this act 


Sir, the significant title prefixed | 


i of tlie states. 


was passed, and in eontravention of its very terms, 
the sense of the nation has pronounced it a distribu- 
tion and nof a deposite act. That fund (or rather 
so much of it as was deposited) has ceased to be- 
long to the resources of the federal government; and 
he who would treat it as such subjeets himseif to 
the just animadversion of every practical man. 

But if, for any purpose, and particularly for reve- 
nue purposes, it is unwise and hazardous to involve 
the states in a condition of indebtedness to the 
union, how is the argument strengthened and tlie 
danger increased when the consideration of that in- 
debtedness is the price of their own domain! Some 
of the states have already asserted that the proprie- 
tary interest of this government in these lands, and 
the anthority necessarily assumed in consequence 
thereof, is in derogation of the rights and sovereign- 
Such doctrines have been held, I 
believe, at least in Alabama and Missouri They 
have been advocated by prominent members, both 
upon this floor and in the other branch of congress. 
I can regard this amendinent in no other light than 
as an entering wedge for the surrender of all the 
public domain to the states where it lies. What, 
sir, are the principles of the contemplated cession? 
Not surely the employment of the states as agents 
merely of this government for the sale of the lands, 
bat a transfer to them in their own right, by virtue 
nf a contract of purchase. It was so treated by the 
coromittee on public lands at the last session, who 
were friendly to the measure. The amendment ex 
vi termini recognises a certain right on the part ot 
the states to control these lands, at least so strong 
an equity as to render it improper in this govern- 
ment lurther to direct their management. How 
long will it be after a cession made under such ma- 
lives and impulses, until the states, habituated to 
regard these lands in tlie first instance as their own, 
shall forget the secondary obligation nf yielding 
sixty-five per cent. of their proceeds to the general 
treasury? By this act you weaken, nav, alinost 
destroy, the sanction of the oll deeds of cession 
trom the original states, which now cannot be vio- 
lated without convulsion, and tempt the states to 
forget a contract which, after the lapse of a little 
time, shall seem to carry with i! no moral obligation, 
lsum up all when I say that the success of this 
measure is the loss of the lands. 

I forbear to treat of the objection which other 
senators have handled, of the great inequality of 
this plan among the several states to which the ces- 
sion is to be made, further than to quote a passage 
upon that subject from the report of a committee in 
the Indiana l:gislature, made in February last.— 
They say: 

“Besides the objections that will be made to this 
measure by the old states, its gross inequality cais 
not make it generally acceptable to the new states. 


The portion allotted to Indiana would be double 
that of Ohio. Ilinois would in like manner quad- 
ruple Indiana, Missouri, Arkansas and Michigan 
likewise. The result would be, that those states 
are to have the least benefit who have borne the 
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heat and burden of the day. The settlement of 
Michigan, Illinois, Missouri, Arkansas, Mississippi 
and Louisiana, has been comparatively easy to that 
of Ohio and Indiana. They have endured no de- 
vastating wars, their homes have not been pil- 
laged and destroyed and their citizens massacred, 
as ours have been; nor have they paid into the an- 
tional coffers any thing like the sums of money that 
Ohio and Indiana have done. Therefore, this mea- 
sure of Mr. Calhoun, so unequal in all its bearings, 
cannot be acceptable, especially to Indiana.” 

To this I will only add, that it is impossible so 
unequal a system can endure; and, in its destruc- 
tion, it is inevitable that tbe states will stand by the 
deeds you have given them, stipped of all condition. 
In such a dilemma, of but little avait will be the 
defeasance in your deed, or your reversionary in- 
terest. 

The committee of this body on the public lands 
of the last session did not attempt a vindication of 
this measure upon any ground of economy or right, 
but base their recommendation npon the equity due 
to the new states, and upon the Impracticability of 
the subject as a topic of federal legistation; and, as 
if doubting the validity of their own argument, they 
attempt to lessen the importance of the matter by 
disparaging the fund deemed to be available out of 
the public domain. I shall not attempt to follow 
the committee through the intricate process of rea- 
soning by which they endeavor to show that the 
present value of all the ansold lands in the nine 
states upon which this amendment would operate, 
(being 160,000,000 acres), amounts only to the sum 
of $26,400,000, or about 17 cents per acre, although 
it would be difficult to assent to such an estimate. 
The committee, fo determine the extent of the sub- 
ject, should have looked at that boundless territory 
which lies west of the states immediately named in 
the amendment, and whicb will claim its benefits 
the moment they are admitted into the confederacy. 
It is idle to suppose that their claim can be resisted, 
nor do J imagine that the advecates of this plan 
contemplate any other result. The consequence is, 
that lowa, or any of the territories, coming into the 
union with 60,000 inhabitants, will claim an inme- 
diate cession of their lands. The average area of 
the western states is 50,000,000 acres; this, divided 
among 60,000 inhabitants, would be 500 acres to 
each person, and toeach family of six persons 3,000 
acres. Thirty-five per cent. of this (their proper 
interest) would give fo each such family 1,050 
acres. What an appeal to the eupidity of our terri- 
toria inhabitants! What clamorous demand will it 
beget, on the part of the territories, for premature 
admission info the union! What conflicts with 
your authority! How will the gift turn to poison in 
their cup, and corrupt the legislation of the inlant 
states! I| there can be any appliance to tempt the 
population from the old states into fhe territories, 
the wit of man could not devise a more cffectual 
one than this. 

But, sir, it will give rise to other and unusual 
difficulties. The lederal government will be back- 
ward to extinguish the Indian title within the terri- 
tories when the benefit is to inure to the people of 
those territorics as soon as they are organized into 
states. The uniform policy of the government Las 
been to extinguish those titles as fast as practica- 
ble; hut now that the neighboring settlements bave 
rendered the Indian lands more valuable, there will 
be a constant. struggle between. the territories an 
the metropolitan government which shall avoid the 
costly sacrifice. Jt has been the boast of our insti- 
tutions that, amidst the jarring interests of states, 
the government has always preserved the most pa- 
ternal relation towaids its provineial appendages, 
the territories. Let the plan of cession succeed, 
and this relation will be broken up, and in its place 
will be substituted the most cold and bitter rivalry. 
One of the states named in the aoendment, Michi- 
gan, bas remaining within ber limits about eight 
millions of acres of Indian lands. — These lands lie 
adjacent to Lake Supeiior, and are of little value, 
You had not many thanks from Michigan when you 
gave her these lands in lieuof those valuable pos- 
sessions on the Mauinee bay, and her gratitude will 
scarce: ly be increased when you require licr to pay 
out of her own coffers for the extinction of the In- 
dian title. 

l cannot omit, before concluding my remarks up- 
on this topic, to inquire, what would be the condi- 
tion ol Indiana il this cession were accepted? Evi- 
dently one of pesitive Joss. There are remainiog 
within the Hints of Indiana, incluoing that part of, 
the Miami reserve not yet purchased, unsold lands 
amounting to 5,706,508 acres. From this deduct 
the sixteenth seetions reserved for school purposes, 
and the canal lands, (in all about 651,000 acies), and 
there remain 5,055,505 acres. A large pait of this 
is refuse land whicli has been in market trom twen- 
ty to thirty years. The whole cannot be estimated 
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at more than seventy-five cents per acre, making a 
sum of $3,791,630. ‘Thirty-five per cent. on this 
amount is $1,327,070, whict 1s the gross sum to be 
retained by the state. Against this sum we have to 
set off the fallowing amounts: 
Gross amounts due the Miamies and 
Pottawatamies by existing treaties 
Perpetual annuities under those treaties 
of $33,070, equal, at 5 per cent. to a 
capital sum of 

Three per cent. fund on nett amount of 
$3,602,050 is 

Estimate for extinguishing the residue 
of the Miami title 

Estimate (by the commissioner of In- 
dian affairs) for expenses of emigra- 
tion of the Miamies 

Estimate (by the commissioner of In- 
dian affairs) tor their subsistence one 
year 

Five per cent. estimated expenses of 
survey and sale is 


$255,544 


761,400 
108,061 
556,000 


55,000 


36,666 
189,581 


, 1,956,252 
Estimate by topographieal bureau for 
completing Cumberland road ia In- 


diana 3,144,250 


$5,100,502 

So that the state of Indiana, without includiug the 
Cumberland road, would be loser by the proposed 
"ession six hundred and twenty-nine thousand one 
hundred and eighty-two dollars, and, with the loss 
of the Cumberland road, three million seven hun- 
red aud seventy three thousand four hundred and 
thirty-two dollars. The comnuttee on the public 
ands, in recommending this measure, expressly say 
bat “their report has been drawn up on the sup- 
»osition that expenditures in the new s'ates by this 
zovernmeut for internal improvements would eease 
hould the bill pass;" in which they also inelude 
he annual appropiiations for improving the naviga. 
ion of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. They 
redit (by the operation of tlie bill) the federal go- 
‘ernment, and, consequently, charge the nine states 
mbiaced in the bill, among other things, with the 
withdrawal from those states of the follow 


ing ap- 
ropriations: 
srants and donations of land (except 
the sixteenth seetions ) $7,017,540 
inprovements in the Mississippi and 
Ohio rivers, and Cumberland road 6,939,274 


"ive per cent. fund to be surrendered 
by the states 10,214,262 
$24,171,076 
This loss, it is true, they distribute through a pe- 
od of eighty years, (the length of time computed 
) be necessary to dispose ot the lands), but the 
tates interested in those improvements wonld hard- 
r be willing to forego, at so critical a period of 
ieir affairs, alinost the only hold which they have 
pon the peeuniary patronage of the government, 
n every aspect in which it cau be viewed, this plan 
f conditional cession is {ull of objections not to be 
vercoiae. 
The amendment of the senator from Kentueky, 
Mr. CRITTENDEN), proposing a distribnuon of the 
roceeds of the public lands among the several 
ates of the union, is a renewal of a measure offered 
ine years ago by another distinguished senator 
‘om the same state, (Mr. Cray), whieh twice 
ssed this body, and was coneurred in by the po- 
ular branch by large majorities, but did not receive 
ie executive approval, It was then a measure of 
?nefit and of fruitful hope; it is now remedial.— 
Then we contemplate the present pecuniary eon- 
ition of the sfates, and contrast it with what it pro- 
ably would have been had the distribution bill be- 
nne a law; and when we review the substituted 
ies of measures whieh for the last nine years 
ive marked the progress of the government, and 
eir jufluence upon the policy of the states, it is 
‘possible to suppress our regret at a loss which 
any years of wise legislation will now scarcely 
‘fice to restore. When the distribution bill of 


332 was negatived by the president, the states 
ere involved in the most trivial amount of debt.— 
tthe present time the president estimates the an- 
Jal interest upon their debts to the twelve millions 
‘dollars, which, at six per cent. makes a principal 
bt of two hundred milhons. It is easy to trace 
is ruinous condition of the states to its primary 
uses, most prominent among whieh stands the 
sfeat of the distribution bill. At that time your 
easury, [roni an abundant eommeree, (the fruit of 
antecedent wise administration of the govern- 
nt), was redundant, and vour revenues ontran 
e necessities of the government, Instead of with- 
awing this excess from our exehequer, (whieh 
puld have been cected by giving the proceeds oi 


the lands to the sates), the whole of our revenues 
were removed [rom their accustomed depository, 
the bank of the United States, and placed in the 
loea! banks. Tustrueted by the secretary of the 
treasury, these- banks immediately increased their 
discounts to an unparalleled extent, and flooded the 
country with eurreney. Suddenly a wild and in- 
furtate spirit of speculation overran the land. Indi- 
viduals and states were hurried by an irresistible 
impulse into the inost extravagant enterprises, the 
sequel of which, on the part ot the states, is found 
in the tale of two hundred millions of debt. 

Meanwhile, our custom houses continued to pour 
their flood of revenue into the national eoffers until 
in (836 a surplus of more than forty millions had 
aecumulated. As a measure of the bighest neees- 
sity, this surplus was, by an act of that date, direet- 
ed to he deposited with the states, the true effect of 
wich was a distribution to the states of the amount 
paid under the act, about twenty-nine millions. — 
Unlortunately, for want of a supposed competeney 
in congress to do so, no specific application of this 
fund was directed. Some of the states invested 
tbeir portion of the fund for various purposes, others 
divided the prineipal sum per capita among their 
people, but the general effect of the uncontrolled 
possession of the money was to indnee new under- 
takings by the states, and an increased aceumula- 
tion of liability. Their resources being thus squan- 
dered and exhausted, it was impossible that either 
the states or the banks could long sustain thein- 
selves in such a career, and the revulsion has come, 
with which we are all too familiar to require a re- 
cital of it. 

Having looked at this uninviting picture, let us 
fora moment imagine what would have been our 
condition if the distribution bill of 1832 had Passed. 
Having withdrawn from our eurrent revenues so 
much as proceeded froin the lands,the deposite banks 
would have held no excess. The daily drafts oł 
the treasury would have employed all our funds, 
and the banks could not have enlarged their dis- 
counts beyond the ordinary wants of eommerce.— 
That rash spirit of individual adventure, which, 
combined in masses, controlled and directed the 
legislative councils of the country to the same ends, 
would not have been aroused. The moneys receiv- | 
ed by the states fron the lands were directed by 
the bill to speeifie ohjeets. These were, to purpo- 
ses of internal improvement or the payment of debts 
contracted therefor, of erueation, and of the colo- 
nization of (ree blacks. Thus stimulated by no ex- 
citing influences, and thus prudentially checked, 
what monuments would not the states already have 
built iu aid of commerce? what prouder monumeuts 
in aid of scieuce aud of intellect—unburdened with 
debt, and endowed with means and capabilities for 
progressive achievements in these great olij: e's 
of patriotism and benevolence through an untohi 
series of years! 

By a report from the secretary of the treasury, 
made in 1338, it appears that if the land bill of t832 
tiad passed, the states would have received, up to 
the 30th of September of that year, the sum of} 
$57,227,230. Of this, the share of Ohio would 
have been $4,557,932; of Indiana, $2,646,744; of | 
llinois, $1,797,554; of Alabama, $1,965,924; and | 
of New York, $3,190,102. These would have 
been the sums of money reeeived by those states 
in addition to the two per cent. fund aeeruing to 
the new states, and to the expenses incident to the 
sales of the lands. In addition to this, Indiana | 
would have received 115,000 aeres of land to make 
her equal with tormer grants to Ohio, and the other 
new states their proper proportions to reach the 
same equality. If the author of the land bill of 
1832 deserves what posterity will award him, per- 
petual remembrance trom his country, what must 
we say of those administrators of our aifairs who 
have entailed upon us that eounter-poliey to which 
we have adverted, and the fruits of whieh are now 
like waters of bitterness in our mouths? 

But gentlemen say that the distribution is uncon- 
stitutional, and in violation of the deeds of eession 
froin the otiginal states. : 

Iu opposition to this view, I shall not detain the 
senate to recapitulate at any length the argument 
whieh has been so ably maintained, and is so fatni- 
liar tothe country As to that portion of our terri- 
lory cided by the old states, it cannot be denied 
that congress holds it in trust—in trust. for all the 
states, old and new, and not for the people of the 
states. In this respeet the proeeeds of the land are 
different from ordinary revenues whieh are collect 
ed fiom the people, and for their henefit, and not 
for the use of the states. The states are, then, part- 
hers in this great land fund, and eongress the trus- 
tee. There is no principle in law or ethies which 
prevents a trustee from surrendering at pleasure a 
trust; and into whose hands ean he make the sur- 
render bnt those of the cestui que trust—the benefi 


ciary oi the trust? And here this argument ends, 
ami conelusively, For if, according to the ver 
terms of the deeds of cession, this be a trast for the 
use of the states, it must, of heeessity, be in their 
several and corporate eapacity. The eontrary idea 
cannot be found inour system. Tt was the states 
Who surrendered to the federal government all the 
powers contained in our constitution; the most of 
these powers, in their exercise, Operate upon the 
people of the United States, and the duties of the 
government inure to their benefit. But here is an 
exception in the very terms of the ehaiter. I can- 
not, under our constitution, conceive the idea whieh 
has been expressed by the learned senator irom 8. 
Carolina, ( Mr. CALHOUN), of states in their aggre- 
gate capacity. I can in their federal eapacity; and 
it in this eapaeity they were intended to liold their 
interest in the tands, the deeds would have express- 
ed tlie tenure to be for the benefit of the “United 
States," and not “for the use and benefit of such of 
the United States as have become and shall beeome 
ineu bers of the confederation or federal alliance of 
the said states, Virginia inclusive, according to their 
usual respeetive proportions,” &c. 

Then eame the constitution, providing that «the 
congress shall have power to dispose of and make 
all neediul rules and regulations respeeting the ter- 
ritory or other property belonging to the United 
States,” operating without qualification or condi- 
tion upon territory subsequently acquired, and upon 
the lands previously acquired, subject to the trusis 
contained in the deeds of cession. No proprietor 
can be vested with a more absolute mastery over 
his own estate; and the only limit to the powers of 
the national legislature in this respect is, that con- 
scientious obligation which binds it in the peiform- 
ance cf ail its duties to consult the welfare of the 
people and the states, 

Many powers have been exercised by 
which the constitution has not delegated 1n terms, 
For example, eongress liave made investments in 
state stocks; they have remi(ted duties to rail Toad 
companies und other associations, to supply whieh 
other classes must be taxed; they have given five 
per eent. of the lands to the new states, and grants 
of land; they have granted pensions and bounties 
to individuals: they have purehased territory be- 
yond the limits of the treaty of 1783, and formed 
out of it eunfederate states, and the have made sci- 
entific explorations. Not one of these but is of 
more equivocal authority than the cession of the 
proeeeds of the lands to all the states, 

The senator from Missouri (Mr. Benton 
dignaut at a proposition which, he says 
draw four millions of annual revenu 
by additional duties upon imports. 
outrage to divert this four millions (the annual pro- 
ceeds of tlie lands) from our exchequer into the 
freasuries of the several states, how much more se- 
verely do we wound the constitution if we annihi- 
late these proceeds altogether, and dry up the souree 
of revenue? And yet, sir, the late president has 
(ade this very recommendation. In his annual 
ineszage of December, 1832, general Jackson says; 
“It seems to me to be our tine policy that the pub. 
lig lands shalt evase as soon as practicable to he a 
souree of revenue." And he proceeds ta reeom- 
mend such a disposition of them as shall bearly 1e- 
imburse expenses. This was the very session after 
the land bill had been first introduced and passed 
this body, and yet the senator from Missouri now 
condemns it as an atfirmance of the very principle 
sustained by general Jackson. 

For inyselt, sir, I subscribe to the doetrine that 
the lands ought not to be a source of ordinary fede- 
ral revenue. In their management so many ques- 
tions of state policy, of jarring interests, and of pa- 
triotic atcommodation are mingled that they furnish 
too unecitain arelianee; and the Cumpetency of 
this government to realize from imposts all that is 
necessary for its economical adminis! ration, blended 
with high interests so iinniediately connected with 
the systein of impost duties, plainly indicates ano- 
ther and a better direetion ot the land fund. That 
direetion, sir, is given inthe amendment under con- 
sideration, and it is demanded by a foree and demou- 
stration of anthorily which the people have rarely 
exeited upon their legislative funetionaries. We 
cannot if we would shut our eyes to the condition 
of the states. Laboring under mountains ot debt, I 
will not say that the burden of interest will, ina 
year or two, beeome insupportable, and that their 
faith will be dishonored, beeause { believe they will 
sustain their honor at any sacrifice. My own state 
(Indiana) is largely a debtor State, but, during the 
susprnsicn of 1887, she was one of Only two,states, 
l believe, in the union who met her engagements 
in specie. A.d she will continue to do so. Buta 
few daysago 1 saw a notice from her lund commis- 
sioner of his readiness to pay her present January 
instalment of interest, 


eangress 


) is in- 
,18 to with- 
e, to be supplied 

If it be such an 
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[Here Mr. Cray, of Kentucy, inquired whether 
ihe state of Indiana had resorted to new loans for 
the payinent of interest? ] 

Mr. W. proceeded: Indiana has not piled Pelion 
upon Ossa. She may, for the time, have appro 
priated some doinestic funds for that purpose, and 
has been aided by her bank. But what will be the 
condition of the states when their vast amount of 
principal falls due from 1543 to 18653? A worse 
blight cannot fall upon the prosperity of the states 
thau a large and permanent debt, Our policy, in 
that respect, is essentially ditlerent froin that of 
England. We could not survive such a debt as the 
British nation owes to its own subjects, The deht 
of Great Britain is equivalent, lor the purposes of 
sustaining population, to an enlargement of her 
empire. Men live upon stacks there as they live 
upon land here. It is the garnered and the hoard- 
ed wealth of ages deposited with the government, 
and (he ineome to the owners is guarantied hy the 
industry of her millions of artificers whose lahorato- 
ries are the workshops of the world, and by the 
taxes which she draws froin the commerce of ail 
nations. In this country, capital finds other aud 
better employment in the improvement of the land. 
While England was an agricultural country she had 
no publie debt, Alter the balance of power bad 
heen adjusted in Europe, and the commercial era 
commenced, the British debt was contracted. Ex- 
pensive wars and the establishment of a eolouial 
system have been necessary to maintain that com- 
merce, and ber debt bas been rapidly accumulating, 
S» soon as she shall have established her commerce 
beyond the competition of the world, there will be 
an end of her debt. Until our territory becomes 
too thiekly populated to sustain the inhabitants, a 
public debt will prove a national calamity. 


Now, sir, it is in the power of this government, 
without in tke least impoverishiug itself, or trans- 
cending its proper sphere of aetion, to allot this 
rich domain of a thousand millions of acres to the 
states, and thus to relieve our people froin intermi- 
nable and hereditary taxes. Shall we abuse, by 
vile inaction, this capacity to do good, and incur 
the execra!ion of our coustituents? Is this confe- 
derated government a mere machine, to run in an 
endless circle of inanity? Are we forever to be 
settling first. prnciples, which, like the blighted 
flowers of early spring, shall yield no fruit? Has 
the constitution no vitality, and is our theory of 
government a mere abstraction? [n ordinary times, 
sir, we may sit here in cold deliberation, holding to 
the people the doctrine ‘that they expect too much 
from the government,” and escape under that gene- 
rous forbearance which accompanies a state of pros- 
perity, but, in such an exigency as the present, 
other and sterner duties invite us to action. Salus 
populi suprema lez, and let him abide the conse- 
quences who will not come to the rescue. Whiat is 
oor union when the states are ruined—our conlede- 
ration when its links are broken? Strike out the 
stars {rom eur national banner, and itis nothing but 
a piece of bunting. Sir, the distribution policy will 
control the next presidential election. No, I imis- 
take. Before that time, under different counsels 
aud another administration, this measure of sale! 
aud of bencficence will bave passed; the flag of the 
union will no longer prove a barren sceptre, aud 
the triumphs of the constitution will have been pro- 
claiined. 

Senatora have chosen in the progress of this de- 
bate, tu deride the principles upon which that ad. 
ministration his been brought into power. They 
inistake the type for the event, aud suppose that a 
phrenzied majority will ercet a log cabin upon the 
ruins of the capital. We rejoice, not, sir, that the 
log cabin has been brought to Washington, but that 
power has been translerred to the log cabiif—that 
the capitol has been removed to the country—that 
the people have exereised that residuary sovereignty 
which was always their own, and which heretolore 
tas hieu sud-red only to sleep—lliat, however the 
«ivine right” of rule may instal itself 1n the Tuil- 
levies, in Duekinzhamn palace or in the Kreinlin, in 
this country its appropriate residence is in the 
tiaiched cottage ofthe American citizen, L tyen- 
Heinen cavil at he watet- words of freemen! ^*Pip- 
pecanoe" às how another name for liberty, and 
hencetorwatd, in every stiagele for buinan rights, 
aid in every contest between the ruler aud the ruled, 
to the. hopes of the pitiiot deliverance shall come 
from the wilderness and the star of the west 15 the 
sign by which he shall conquer. 

Montesq tien says that “the fine system of Bri- 
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—one connected with all the labors, with all the 
experience, with all the glories of our mighty pro 
vincial settlements. It soul be strange if, under 


We caderas c aet tot. 


r del j ant Ty bd 
n 
lu 


his administration, that soeial and political develop- 
ment which he so happily begun ia the valley of 
the Mississippi should not be urged onward until 
that great region has reached the destiny for which 
the Almigbty designed it—part and parcel with the 
Atlantic states of one great confederated empire— 
borrowing from the old “thirteen” the glories of 
the revolutionary era, the last great drama of whieh 
was acted west of the mountains, aod imparting to 
the mother states, through every vicissitude of their 
future history, that vigor aud purity which we trust 
shall forever reside in the peaceful agricultural val- 
leys of the west. 


SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
EXTRA SESSION. 

March 4, 1841. 1n addition to those senators ap- 
pearing under their unexpired terms vf serviee, the 
following new members attended, were qualified, 
and took their seats, viz: 

From Maine, the hon. GEORGE Evans. 

From £llinois, the hon. SAMUEL McRonEnTS. 

From AAode Island, the hou. Jas. F. Simmons. 

From Michigan, tue hon. Wm. WOODBRIDGE. 

From New Jersey, the ton. Jacop W. MILLER. 

Froin Louisiana, the hon. ALEXANDER BARROW. 

From N, Hampshire the hon. Levi Woopsury. 

From Georgia, the hon. Jonn McPuerson BER- 

RIEN. 

From Kentacky, the hon. James T. MonEHEAD. 

Mr. Mangum moved the tollowing resolution, 
which lies on the table one day: 

“Resolved, That Blair & Rives be dismissed as prin- 
ters to the senate for the twenty-seventh eongress." 

March 5. The hon. IV. S. Archer, appointed a 
senatur from the state of Virginia, appeared, was 
qualified, and took his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Mangum, that the senate pro- 
ceed to consider tlie resolution submitted yesterday, 
in relation to the printer to the senate, it was de- 
terinined by veas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Areher, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Maa- 
gum, Merriek, Miller, Morchead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
uss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert. Fulton, King, Linn, 
MeRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pieree, Sevier, S:nith, 
of Coun. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—22. 

The resolution being thus brought under consi- 
deratioh, a debate arose upon it, which had not con- 
cluded, when a confidential message being received 
trom the president of the United States, the senate 
went iuto executive session, and so continued sit- 
ting with closed doors until the nsual hour of ad- 
journiment, 


March 6. Mr. Merrick introduced a resolution 
that the senate go into an election of sergeant-at- 
arms and door keeper on Monday next. Lies over 
oue day. 

The senate then, on motion of Mr. Cluy, of Ky. 
went into an executive session. 


March 8. The following resolution submitted by 
Mr. Merrick on Saturday last, was taken up for con- 
sideration. 

Resolved, That on Monday next, the senate will 
proceed to the election uf a sergeaut-at-arms and door- 
keeper. 

‘The propriety of taking up the resolution at this 
period was discussed at considerable length; Messrs, 
Merrick, Clay, o1 Ky. Mangum and Smith, ol Iud. ad- 
vocating it; and Messrs. Buchanan, King, Young, 
Sevier, Benton and Wright opposing it. — 

Mr. Benloa then moved, in conjormity with the 
49th rule of the senate, to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the resolution until the second Man- 
day of the lirst session of the next congress; which 
was decided in the negative—ayes, 20, noes 26, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchaaan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabaina, Cuthbert, fulton. King, Lina 
McRoberts, Nicholson, Sevier, Sinith, of Conn Star- 
eon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
Y ouno-—21. i 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bavard, Barrow. 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangin, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Moorehead, Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, 
Saith, of Ind. Southard, 'Tullmadee, White, Woud- 
bridiu—26. | 

The resolntion was then adopted—ayes 26, noes 
20, as follows: 

Yb.AsS—Mesars. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Barrow, 
Clay, of Ky. Clavton, Dixon. Evans, 


i n iit Ke Manawi Moraea Sn of Tadima, 3 hard, Pallmas:se, Whig 
d yi qan k PUT PLI Simin, | Woocbridys -26. 
XE iab os P Ounalu s, Wane, Woud-} NAYS— Mises. Won, Renton, Bue ian, Gall 


bridye—26. 

VAYS-—Mossrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal. 
hoan, Clay. ol Alabama, Cuthbert, Pultou, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. Stor- 


| Miller, Morehead, P 


geon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
Young—29. i 

The senate then proceeded to ballot for a ser- 
geant-at-arms, and the vice president announced | 
the result as follows: | 
Whole number of votes, 46 | 
Of which Edward Dyer received, 26 | 

Mr. Dyer was accordingly declared duly elected, 
and took the oatb ot office. 

The senate then proeeeded to the conside 
of the resolution for the disinissal ot Blair & Rives, 
as printers to the senate, which was discussed af | 
length by Messrs. Clay, of Ky. and Bayard advo- 
cating the resolution, and Messrs. Buchanan and 9 
Walker opposing it. i 

Mr. Hantirgton then obtained the floor, but yield- 
ed to a motion for adjournment. 

And the senate adjourned until 12 o'clock to- 
morrow, | 

March 9. The unfinished business of yesterday | 
was taken up, being (he motion submitted by Mr. 
Mangum to dismiss Blair & Rives as printers of the 
senate to the 27th congress. 

To this Mr. Benton offered an amendment, which, 
with some modifications proposed by Mr. Kiag, was 
in the following words: 

Resolved, That Messrs. Blair & Rives having been | 
duly elected printers to the senate during the late scs« 
sion of eongress, under the joint resolution of the two 
houses providing for the SERO of printers to con: 
gress, it is not competent for the senate to annal that 
election, aud thereby divest the rights which Blair & 
Rives may have acquired by that eleetion, they having 
entered into contract to execute the printing. and giving 
bond, which has been approved, as direeted by law. ] 

Messrs. Huntington aod Henderson advocated the $ 
original resolation and opposed the amendment, 
and were replied to by Mr. Smith, of Conn. 

The question was then taken on the ataendment, $ 
and it was negatived—ayes 18, noes 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buehanan, Cal fh 
hona, Clay, of Alabama, Cathbert. Fulton, King, Linn, 
MeRoberts, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. Stu 
geon, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wrighi—13. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrieny ff 
Clay, of Ky. Choate, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Hender $ 
son, Huntingion, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Moore- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Rives, Sinsmons, Smith, 
of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—25, 

The resolution was further debated by Messrs, 
Calhoun and King in opposition, and Messrs. Clay, | 
of Kentucky, and Preston in the affirmative. i 

Mr. Ilrizht obtained the floor, but yielded to a 
motion for adjournment. 

And the senate adjourned till to-morrow at 12] 
o’clock. i 

March 10. The discussion was continued on the 
resolution of Mr. Mangum, proposing to disiniss ifi 
Blair & Rives as printers to the 27th congress. 

Messrs. IVright, IValker, Sevier, Woodbury, and 
others opposed the resolution, and Mr. Mungum and 
others advocated it. 

At 4 o'clock, tlie senate, on motion of Mr. Pres- 
fon, proceeded to the consideration of executive bus 
siness. f 

March 11. After the journal was read, the vi 
president announced to the senate that he should] 
vacate his seat during the day, in order that the st 
nate iaight have au opportunity of electing a presi 
dent pro tein. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion € 
the resolution dismissing Blair & Rives as printe 
to the 27th congress, when Mr. Berrien rose ai 
addressed the body at soine length in favor of thel 
resolution, and in. reply to the several arguments 
urged against its adoption. 

Mr. Benton made a brief remark in reply, when 
the question was taken on the adoption ol the re» 
solution, and decided in the affirmative as follows 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Rates, Bayard 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ken. Clayton, Dixon, Ryan 
fHenderson, Hantingian, Kerr, Mangun, Merrick] 
Miller, Morehead, Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons 
Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Whitey 
Woodbridge—26, i 

NAYS—Messrs, Allen, Benion, Buchanan, Cal 
houn, Clay, ot Alabama, Cutiherr, Fulton, King, Linn 
MeRoherts, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith, of Coancetieu 
Surgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wrieht—13 

Mr. Clay then rose and moved that the secretary 
of the senate be directed to deliver to Blair & Rives 
their official bond. 

Mr. Benton asked for the yeas and nays, whet 
there appeared as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ken. Clayton, Dixon, Evans} 
Henderson, Luntingion, Kerr. Maazum, Merrie 
rer, Preston, Rives Simom 


honn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Lint 

MeRoberts, Nicholson, Sevier, Sinith, of Conne: tien 

Sturgeon, ‘Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright—k 
So the motion was carried. 
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The vice president then, in pursuance of the no- 
tice he had previously given, willdrew from the 
chair as presiding officer for the residue of the 
present session. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, the senate proceeded to 
ballot for president pro tem. 

On the ballot forty-six votes were cast—ol which 
number 


Mr. Southard, of New Jersey, received 26 
Mr. Kaung, of Alabama, received 15 
Scattering 2 


Mr. Southard having been declared duly elected, 
was accompanied to the chair by Messrs. Clay and 
Preston, when he rose and addressed the senate in 
substance as follows: 

Senators: A custom which has existed since 
the establishinent of the government requires from 
me, on this occasion, an acknowledgment of your 
confidence and respect. A feeling stronger than 
any law of custom demands the expression of my 
thanks. For eight years successively I have been 
a member ol this body, associated with you in the 
obligations of duty, in the conflicts of opinion, and 
in the struggles of debate; with [ew exceptions, 


my conduct fias been known to you all. Under 
such circumstances, I, must be far less sensitive 
tban l leel myself to be, in regard to the opinions 
of my associates, if I could receive such a prool of 
your confidence without the deepest sensibility and 
the inost grateful feeling. 

Yon have imposed upon me duties, to the dis- 
charge of which you may, I fear, discover that I 
am incompetent. Forms I have not studied; pre- 
cedents I have never examined, and with tlie rules 
of order I have only made myseif so far acquaint- 
ed as to be able to keep inyself within their iitoits. 
Experience in the duties of the chair I have had 
none. 

But my omission to learn is not without excuse; 
the dignified order and decorum which pervades 
this body, the skill and intelligence with which 
the business of this chair has been adininistered, 
and that feeling of respect in which each metaber 
has his full share, have secured, within and with- 
out this hall, a »rotonnd respect for its constitn- 
tional dignity aud authority, aud have lelt to the 
individual inembers little desire to acquire a know- 
ledge of technical rules, I must seek, then, in the 
conduct, character and feeling of this body, an 
apology for any deficiencies which may be loundin 
the execution of the trast with which I have been 
honored. In entering upon it, but for a short 
Period, [ have no promises to make, no pledges to 
give. The task required of ine is not hard to be 
inderstood, though it may be found difficult in 
practice. I am aware, as you all are aware, that it 
lemauds a study of all the rules of order and modes 
Kf proceeding, legislative, executive, and, if need 
ye, judicial; promptitude, decision and firmness, 
which must not hesitate to apply the authority of 
he body without considering ou whom its pressure 
may fall; but, above and beyond all, an unwavering, 
msleeping impartiality toward each and every 
nember. A failure iu the former may be over- 
ooked or pardoned; but ro mantle is broad enough 
o enver the latter. 

Should I fail in the former, I know that [ have 
| refuge in the generous confidence and liberality 
M generous inen; but il I transgress in regard to 
he latter, you ought not to extend to me that chati- 
y which suffers lung aud torbears much. 

I will not detain yon with any reinarks as to the 
mportance of this body, or ol its action in this go- 
'ernment. There is no act, no decision, here, 
lowever trivial or unimportant it may appear at 
he moment, which does not, in its ultimate conse- 
|uences, operate on the great and permanent inte- 
ests of the nation, and which may not, at some 
noment, be inade to bear on those free institutions 
n which we find our best, and may I not say last, 
lope of secnriug liberty to inan. Let each of 
is, then, in oar respective positions, look to it, 
hat our own hands be pure, and our conscience 
lean, where the great interests ol our cominou 
'ountry are concerned. 

On motion, the senate went into the considera- 
ion of executive business, and, after soine time 
pent therein, the doors were re-opened fora few 
aoments, when the senate adjourned. 

March 12. The resolution submitted yesterday 
y Mr. Rives, to grant extra pay to those persous 
onnected with the senate who lad been preter- 
aitted in a former resolution *igaking additional 
Mowances," &c. was briefly discussed, and, on 
iotion of Mr. Awrtinztoa, laid on the table. 
| The senate proceeded to the consideration of ex- 
cutive business, aud, aliet some ine spent tere- | 
I, adjourned to Monday. 

March 15 Mr. Tappan laid before the senate a 
tter fiom Blair & Rives, stating thal they shonin 


hold the senate to the contract made with them, as 
printers fo the 27th congress, and demanding a copy 
of all the documents, the printing of which may 
have been or shall be ordered during the 27th con- 


gress, as last as the orders shall be made, &c.; | 


which, on motion of Mr. Preston, the paper was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Preston then rose and addressed the senate 
as follows: It is, I am sure, paintnlly within the 
recollection of the senate, that a few days since a 
very unpleasant collision occurred on this floor be- 
tween the senator from Keutucky and the senator 
from Alabama. Any intermption of the habitual 
and characteristic harmony of this body or the par- 
liamentary decorum of iis proceedings, is, under 
any circuinstances, deeply to be regretted—but es- 
pecially in the preseut case, inasmuch as the mani- 
festation ol heat occurred between senators of such 
long and distinguished standing. It might well be 
supposed, that nothing but mistake or accident 
could have led to such a result, and, thoroughly 


convinced nf this, L rise, Mr. President, to state my | 


conviction of the existence of misapprehension, 
and to state succinctly the mode in which it occur- 
red. 

On the occasion alluded to, the senator from 
Kentucky conceiving that the remarks of the sena- 
tor from Alabatoa were calculated and intended to 
be injurous to his character, and personally offen- 
sive, retorted in language of direet affront—language 
which I am convinced he could uot have employed 
but under a deep sense of injury. In this view ot 
the remarks ol the senator from Alabama, I believe 
he was mistaken. Indeed, I am convinced, from 
information which bas casually came toiny posses- 
sion, that the senator fiom Alabama did not intend 
to be personally offensive. At the bottoin of this 
affair, therelore, there is a misapprehension, which 
l announce with pleasure, and in the cunfident be- 
liei that, being announced, the honorable aud dis- 
tinguished senators wall permit no furimal diificulty 
to arrest an adjustment which is earnestly demaud- 
ed—by the senate and the country. 

Mr. Clay, of Ky. said he shared with the sena- 
tor (roin South Carolina, (Mr. Preston), in the re- 
gret which he bad manifested, on account of the oc- 


cuirence, disturbing the usual harmony and good | 


feeling whioh prevail in the senate, to which he tad 
alluded; and he bore with pleasure testimony ta 
the honorable aud high-minded feelings which had 
prompted that senator to make the appeal which 
lie had just presented. 

Before he (Mr. C.) proceeded to respond particu- 
larly to that appeal, he wished to submit a tew ge- 
neral obsei vations ta the senate in regard to the pri- 
vileges of congressional or parliamentary debate. 

Every senater had the most pertect right to speak 
with the utmost freedom of those who were in 
power; he might denounce thein as arbitrary, wick- 
ed and incompetent, and their measures as tyranni- 


eal, corrupt and ruinous to the best interests of the | 


country. So it was equally the rigut of every 
membe: to deliver his sentiments without reserve 
on the character of all persons not members of the 
body, but whose naines or characters were connect- 
ed with the subject under debate, and all brought 
hefore the senate as candidates for appointment to 
office. All this a member bas a iight to do under 
no other responsibility than that which his own con 

science and public opinion impose. But while this 
right was clear and undeniable, was essential to the 
due discharge of cflicial duty, aud was in no case 
to be restrained, the satne liberty did not extend to 
the language of senators towards each other, or in 
reference 1o their motives. In speaking to or of 
each other, the ntmost respect and decoruin ought 
ever to be preserved, all personality avoided, and 
especially all imputation of improper motives. Un- 
der these impressions as to the privileges of debate, 
and guided by these rules, Mr. C. had spoken, a lew 
days since, ol the elder editor of the Globe newspa- 
per, whom it was then proposed to dismiss froin the 
olfice of printer to the senate. Had not that mdi- 
vidual been thus legitimately and directly before 
the body, he should have foiborne, as he had al- 
ways hitherto, in bis public station, loi borne, to say 
a word in regard to him or the paper which he 
edits, Notwithstanding ten years of the most un- 
paralleled abuse and wanton and unscrupulous at- 
tacks of himself, Mr. C. had remained silent; and so 
he should still have remained; but when the name 
of that person was directly belore the senate, and 
his character and couduet of a public journal be- 
came a legilimate subject lor its consideration, he 


had felt it to be his right to speak of hi'n in the | 


terms be bal done. When, on the nextday, the se 


j nator from Alabama (Mr King) addres-e-] the se 


hate, he must say that while tuat gentleman was 
speaking, he had thought that there was, on his part, 
a studied, a premeditated, and, as he then betieved, 
a precouceited design to make an assault upon bim 


and bis character. And when the senator con- 
cluded by institating a comparison of Mr. C. to a 
man whom he bad, but a day before, declared to be 
infamous, and of whom he had spoken as a common 
libeller. and of bis paper as libellous, he did not doubt 
that his cbjeet was a personal offence to Mr. C, It 
was under this impression that Mr. C. had addressed 
to the chair some remarks which he iutended as a de- 
liberate ollence to that senator. 

But it was due to the senalor from Alabama as 
well as to liiinsell to state that he had since received 
satislactory information, on which he placed impli- 
cit reliance, that there had been no purpose or in- 
tention on the pait of that senator to offer any per. 
sonal afiront to Mr. C. or to cast the slightest im- 
putation ou his character or honor. Mr. C. had 
therefore heen mistaken as to the design which he 
had supposed that senator to entertain; and he must 
have entirely misapprehended the language em- 
ployed. Ready, therefore, at all times promptly to 
repair an injury as he hoped he ever should be to 
repel an indignity, and always taking more plea- 
sure to repair than to repel, and without any regard 
to the nicety of mere technical forms, to which those 
acquainted with him well knew he never attached 
great importance—under these circumstances as 
thus explained, and with the understanding which 
he uow had of the real iatentions of that senator, it 
was with infinite pleasure he now declared every 
epitliet in the least derogatory to him, to his honor, 
or to bis character to be withdrawn. 

[This declaration ehcited a spontaneous burst of 
applause from the surrounding audience, who lad 
listened with eager attention to all that bad passed. 
The chair, however, inteifered, and the applause 
was immediately suppressed.] 

Mr. King said: I concur with the senator from 
Kentucky as to the duty which every senator owes 
to himself and to the body of which he is a meinber, 
He should studiously avoid all personalities, and 
keep himself strictly within the rules of order, and 
never depart trom decorum in debate. T have long 
been a meimher of this senate, and I can learlessly 
appeal to my brother senators to say whether on any 
joceasion [ have violated prescribed rules, or been 
| guilty of indecoruin iu debate. 
| The senator froin Kentucky, from whoever he 
received the information, has not been misinformed. 
That senator having, with his characteristic frank- 
| dess, explicitly withdrawn the injutious expressions 
used by him, I now feel wyseil at liberty to state, 
and I do it in the same spirit of frankness, that no- 
thing which was said by me was intended to be per- 
sonally offensive to that senator; nor was it my de- 
sign in any manner to derogate from his character 
as a gentleman or man of honor, l imake this state- 
ment with pleasure; for, while [ ain always prepar- 
ed to defend iny honor when assailed, l earefiily 
javoid attacking others. 

Mr. Preston stated that he conld not repress the 
feelings which prompted him to congratulate the 
{senate and. the country upon the honorable adjust- 

The geutletaen 


mont of this painful controversy. 
lhad acted as became their high character and dis- 
tinguished position—atlording an example for the 
future, of a fearless and. candi course under eip- 
jcumstances of apparent diffienlty; while the pain- 
jul suspense io whieh the senate bas been involved 
j for some days would be, he trusted, a gnaranty for 
the cantious maintenance of a serupulous forbear- 
jauce in debate hereafter. Again he congratulated 
jthe gentlemen, the senate, ant the countiy, 

[On the conclusion of these remarks, Mr. Clay 
rose aml advanced to Mr. Hing, and shook hands 
with bim, amidst loud applanses froin senators aud 
auditory.] 

On motion of Mr. Rives, the letter from the ad- 
jutaut general, explanatory of an omission which 
"ad occurred in printing the proceedings of the 
cont martial on the trial of major general Scott, 
was ordered to be printed, together with a letter 
fron the secretary of the senate in relation to the 
saine. 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, 

Resolved, That a comnittee of two senators he ap- 
[panied to wait on the president of the United States 
Jand, inform him that the senate, haviag finished tie 
business before them, are ready to adjourn nalezs he 
mav have further commnunteation tu make. 

Mi. Merrick aud Mr. Phelps were appoiüted by 
the chair the cominittee. 
| Mr. Merrick, from the committee appointed to 
| wait on the president of the United States, reported 
that the committee had waited on the president, in 
pursnanee of the resolution, and had been inforined 
that the president had na iether eom 


ynan ro 


mas e Nessa, at the same time, l ond resard 
ior the senators, indivitoaliy and collecuveiy, and 
his best wishes for their sate return to their homes. 

On motion of Mr. [Pright, the seuate then ad- 


ionrned without day 
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CHRONICLE. 

Banks. The Georgia Rail Read bank suspended 
specie payments on the 15th ult. after paying $200,000 
in specie fuads. Tne directors say they still have 
$190,000 of specie to resume with when the ensuing 
a shall have enabled their debtors to make payment. 

Now York begins now te experience embarrass- 
ments from the depreciation of the credit of her moneyed 
institutions. The notes of the free banks are ata 
heavy discount, and the safety fund institutions are 
effected. 

The Richmond Compiler of Wednesday says: wA 
sale of Virginia bank stock took place at the Coffee 
house yesterdiy;26 shares brought $76. This is a 
great fall in price; but is no indication ef any positive 
diminution in the intrinsic value of the stock. Lt only 
shows the scarcity of money.” 


Beer roor susar. The Boston Journal remarks 
that there are, comparatively, but few persons aware 
of the immense quantities of sugar manufactured on 
the continent of Europe, fram the beet root. It is 
compnted thatin France there are nearly six hundred 
beet root sugar masufactories in operation—and in 
other parts of the continent upwards of 200—and the 
whole amount of the annual production in Europe, is 
estimated at 150,000,000 pounds. [n Austria and Ita- 
ly, this business has lately been commenced with great 
zeil—audin France and Germany, it has increased 
greatly within the last six or eight years. The daties 
on sugar imported from the French colonies have late- 
ly beeu reduced. What effect this may have on the 
manufacture of beet roet sugar, time will determine. 


Josera Bonaparte. The enant de Survilliers [Jo- 
seph B inaparte], whose health suffered severely in the 
autumn, has had it quite re-established. The poor of 
Monles Kirby, a village adjoining the domain of Newn- 
ham Paddox. where the count resides, haye had 25 
giineas distributed amongst them by his orders. The 
uniform benevolence displayed by the ex-king during 
his protracted residence in this country would seem to 
indicate that the epithet of “the gond Joseph,” applied 
to him by madame Junot in her memoirs, was fully 
merited. Ile is extremely popalar in his neighborhood. 

[English paper. 


Bosrox anp LOWELL RAIL ROAD. From the last an- 
nual report we learn that four miles of second track 
have been laid during the last year, making twenty 
miles of this track now in nse, and leaving about five 
miles only to he laid, which will prebably be completed 
in the course of the ensuing suminer.. The amount 
expended iu construction lo the present time is 
$1,720,242; leaving of the capital unexpended $70,787. 

The receipts of the last year amounted to $231,575, 
of which from passengers in cars of the Bosten and 
Lowell rail road. 85,923; merchandise in do. 80,323, 
mail 1,953; passengers from the Nashna and Lowell 
Tail roads 24,347, merchandise from do. 17,923; pas- 
sencers from Boston and Portland rait road 16,733; 
merchandise do. $1,853. 

The expenses ef the vear were for repairs of rond 
$21,813; repairs of eogines and cars, 12,455; other ex- 
penses 55,933; total 391,400. Two dividends have 
been paid during the year, of 4 per cent. each; on 
$1,650,030, amounting re $132,000. 


Posrox narpor. ltappears by statements made by 
some of the nist iatelligent pilots and shipmasters of 
Boston, before a comm'te of the Massachusetts legis 
lature, during its present sessien, that Boston harbur 
is eradually filling up. 


CANAL across THE Istamus. By adviecs from Pa- 
nani, brouslit by the schoouer America, trom Chn- 
gres. we learn that the department, or state as it is cow 
called, renained quite under the new order of things, 
and that the obstacles heretofore interposed, by the 
clashing of the local and general goveraments with re- 
yard ty the proposed canal across the Isthmus, have 
been :tually set at rest. 

‘Tis important undertaking secms at length in a fair 
way to be accomplished, through the medium of the 
Frauco-Granadiau company, estahlished in Paris. The 
necessary funds are already provided, and we are as- 
sured that the work will be immediately commenced, 
and prosceu'ed to its completion. Further patriculars 
iti uar next. [N. York Jour. Com. 


''uz eorrox TRapE. The following trade exhibits 
the movements ia cotton this season, to the latest 
dates, froin the ports respectively, all calculated Irom 
the first of last October. 


Recud. sinve Oct, 1840, Cleared 
New O leans, 502,033 233,731 
AD ob de, 192 343 91,352 
Florida, 41,933 6 459 
Georgia, 73,173 27,732 
Sen h Carolina, 113.253 40,621 
North Carolina, 3,230 
Virginia, 4,655 1,690 
New York, 27,085 
Other ports, 6,703 160 
Total, 923 740 334/163 
Sime time last yeur, 1,147,205 675,259 
Same tine yeur before, — 871,922 361,169 


Coxseeration. The coosceration. of the rev. Dr. 
Illi ott, as bishop. of the Protestant Episcopal ehurch 
for the diocese of Georgia, tovuk pluce at Savannah on 
the 23 h ult, "here were present bishop Ives, of North 
Carolina, bishop Gadsden, of South Carolina, and 
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bishop Mead, of Virginia, besides the rectors of many 
distant churches. The ordination sermon was preach- 
ed by bishop Mead, of Virginia. 


. Henry Cray reached Baltimore on Tuesday even- 
ing, and on Wednesday morning was taken suddenly 
ill, but is recevering. 


Execnanee. New York en London 637; on France 
5f.30; on Boston par; on Philadelphia and Baltimore 
4*5 Richmond, Norfolk, Raleigh, Wilmington, &c. 5a 
51; Charleston 23; Augusta 15; Macon 20; Columbus 
15; Savannah 42; Mobile 10231153 New Orleans 8; 
Cincinnati 10; Nashville 16. 


Eanerants. The department of state has a state- 
meut of the number and description of passengers who 
arrived in the Usited States, from foreign countries in 
the year 1840, so far as returns. have been received at 
the department. The returns are incomplete; they how- 
ever, show that 115,206 persens came te the United 
States, by sea, during the year. 


Erricxson’s PROPELLERS. The barque Clarion, which 
has been fitted np with Errickson’s propeller, made a 
trial of lier speed on Friday in New York harbor. The 
experiment has been entirely successlul--she made 
seven and a half miles per hour, when the engine made 
forty-one revolutions. ‘They are talking about applying 
the propellers to all the New York packets. 


Extra session. The following extra sessions of 
congress have been called since the erganizatien ef onr 
goveroment. 

John Adams was inaugurated «n the 4th of March, 
1797. He coavened congress, May 16. 1797. His 
first annual address was delivered, Nov. 23, 1797. 

Thomas Jeffersun wasinangurated the 4:h of March, 
1801. He ordered a call session Oct. 17, 1803. 

James Madison was inaugurated the 4th of March, 
1809, He convened congress May 23, 1809, also on 
the 23th of May, 1513. 

Marin Van Bureo was inangurated the 4th of 
Marek, 1837, and convened congress the 4th of Sept. 

William Henry Harrisen was inangurated on the 
Ath of March, 1311, and convened cengress on the 
31st of May, 1311. 


FrovR. In Beston $1 50; for Howard street $4 75; 
fancy brands 5 123. 


FLonipa. St. Augustine, March T. Information 
reached here lastevening that an express arrived at 
Pilatka, from Fort Russell, on the night of the 4th, 
bringing intelligence that captain Barnum, with one 
hundred men, (including nine mounted), came up 
with the Indians (whom leut. Alburtis had been coni- 

elled to retreat from on account of the smallness of 
his force) at the head of Orange Lake, and cemmenc- 
ed an attack npon them. Captain B. had placed the 
nine mented men in ambush, asa reserve, and led 
on the others; but finding the Ludians in such a hody, 
he made a signal for the mounted men to come np. 
No sveuer was the signal made, when the Indians, 
having eut off these nien from the main. body, fired 
upon them, killing six, and the other three retreated to 
tae fort, being wounded. The express was immedi- 
ately sent off the Pilatka, withont knowing any thing 
further. ‘I'he wounded inen state that captain B. was 
sull fighting. 

Captain Carr, 2d dragoons, with one hundred men, 
was sent eut from Pilatka a few days previous, aod 
returned shortly after the express had arrived from 
Fort Russell. He immediately supplied his men with 
provisions, and started fer captain Barnum's baule 
ground. It is impossible te give the particulars ander 
such a circumstance. There is ne knowing the loss, 
as yet, that captain B. lias met with. Lient. Alburtis 
had lest six or seven men the day before, in his skir- 
inish with the Indians. and was forced to retreat on 
account of their number. This looks very much like 
“peace.” [ News. 


Ice. An English paper mentions that one of the 
American ships at Calcutta, recently landed 400 tons of 
ice, which sold at the wholesale rate of one penny per 
pound, netting a profit, exclusive of port duues, of up- 
wards of £3,700 sterling. 

Loss or THE STEAMBOAT RawpoLPH. On Tuesday 
evening, the steamboat Johu Randolph struck a snag 
during lier passage up the river, a little above Carrell: 
ton, aad went down shortly after. 'I'he Courier states 
that the destruction of property is estimated at $150,000; 
mostly insured. There were 390 hhds. of sugar on 
board. The bout was insured lor $39,099, but cost 
inore. A rumor prevails that u nuinber of persons lust 
their lives—it does not appear to be confirmed. 

[New Orleans Dee. 


Law precision. We understand, says the St. Louis 
New Eia, that the cirewit court, at ils sitting on Wed- 
nesday, decided that. the deviation of a steamboat, or 
other vessel, from her regular rowie, except to save life, 
vitiated the pale of insurance, and released. the in- 
snrers from hability. ‘The case before the court was 
that of the sreatiiboat Rolla, sunk a few yeare since in 
the lower Mississippi. She liad stopped a day or twa 
to render assistauee to the Goorge Collier, aground 
upon a bar. After gettiog her utl. she proceeded upon 
her voyage, was soagged and snuk. ‘The boatand 
cargo became a totul loss, ‘The owners of a part of 
the cargo brought suit against the insurance othee for 
the recovery of the amount insured. 

The decision of the judge (Mallanphy) was agninst 
the right of the plantil to recover. So that it should 


be generally understood by navigators upon the west 
era waters, that to stop their vessels, er to deviate from 
their usnal route, exccpt in the case mentioned, vitiates 
not only the policyof ingarance upen the boat, but 
likewise the carge. Such has not generally been re- 
garded as the law, for the uniform practice has been 
for the boats to relieve each other when in difficulty. 
The principle is, we are told, new,snch a case not 
having been betore presented in any of the courts for 
adjudication. 


Tur Missourian. We paid a visit, says the New 
Orleans Bec,a few days since tothe skeleton of the 
gigantic animal to which this name has been attached, 
as commemorative of the spot where it was discovered. 
Itis difficult forthe imagination to conceive the size 
and propertiens of the monster whose existence is in- 
dubitahly attested by these stupendous relies—a crea- 
ture, half elephant, half crocedile, of such colossal 
statnre, that the largest living specimens of animated 
nature, shrank inte Lilliputian dimensions when con- 
trasted with its wonderful bulk. A mamineth, to 
whose daily foed the monsters of the deep must have 
contributed, and whose insatiable maw cold only bave 
heen glutted by the depopulation of the country which 
it infested. The history of this marvelleus creature is 
buried in oblivion, or only preserved in the dim and 
shapeless fragments of Indian tradition, and yet to the 
naturalist and man of science, its study is a sonrce of 
profound instruction and information, as its habits, 
food, mede of existence and the probable peried when 
it roamed the prairies of the west, and raised its huge 
form ubeve the waters of our largest streams, may all 
be either satisfactorily determined or approximately de- 
duced froin an examination of its bony carcass. 


PASSENGERS To THE [NAUGURATION. Lyford’s Com- 
mercial Juurnal ststes that “the number of passengers, 
according to tickets sold, who tock seats in the cars, 
for Washington, from February 20th to March 4th, 
inclusive, was only 3,496: the number that came on in 
the Philadelphia cars fur Washington, during the two 
days previous te, and including, the 41h March, was 
from 1,500 te 1,700: and the number belonging te this 
city, whe took seats on the 3d and 4th, which 1s includ- 
ed in the first named number, was 867.” 


THE PRODUCE OF THE GOLD REGION in the U. States is 
estimated at more than two millions of dollars per an- 
num. Within the last three years, there have been 
minted from these mies, $4,337,550. 


Stocks. Shares of the U. S. bank of Pennsylvania 
are quoted at 162165 in New York, sod sales of 335 
shares on the 16th in Philadelphia at 163217; Indiana 
bends 532523. 


Wenster's REPLY To liaywr. The Washington 
correspondent of the Bosten Atlus relates an anecdote 
in relation to the celebrated reply of Mr. Webster to 
Mr. Hayne that has never before been published. At 
the time Mr. Hayne made his attack, Mr. Gales of the 
Nationa! Intelligencer, who had been the most acceme 
plished reporter in the country, chauced te be in the 
capitol. Hearing that Mr. Webster intended to reply, 
and being told by him that it would be a short one, he 
underiook once more his long neglected location of a E 
reporter. Instead, however, of consuming about half |— 
an hour, as Mr. Webster had promised in the com- | 
mencement, as is well known the senate adjourned | 
before he bad finished—Mr. Gales continuing to take | 
note of every word, in the mementary expectation of 
his concluding. 

Unwilling to leave off before Mr. Webster liad finish- 
ed, Mr. Gales continued the next ee until he had cou 
eluded. But when he came to look at the notes, the 
maguitude of the task that it would be to write them 
out, appeared so { rmidable, that he shrunk from it ag 
an impessibility, with the many other engagement 
that occupied his time. 

Soon after, Mr. Webster called npon, Mr. Gales to 
request a repert of his speech, as it was impossible for 
the fermer to give any thing beyond a mere sketch, 
having spoken unpremeditatedly, and te much greater - 
length than he had any expectation of doing when he 
begao. Mr. Gales expressing his utter inability to 
comply; but his lady, who had been in the habit of as- 
sisting her husband in reading his notes wheu a re- 
porter, undertook the task, and in the course of a weck | 
Mr. Gales submitted to Mr. Webster a full report of lis 
speech in the hand-writing of his wile. It will be re 
membered that that speech of Mr. Webster was no 
published unti) after a delay of several weeks. lt was 
owing to these circumstances. Mr. Gales has now in 
jus possession the notes, handsomely bound. 

It 15 stated that Mr. Webster did not change fiv 
words ta the whole report. ‘This is one of a very few 
instunces on record, in which we have a masterpiece 
of eloquence taken down as it fell from the lips of the 
speaker. ] 


Mr. Van Breen, ex-president, left Washington o 
the 13th instant, tarried a few days in Baltimore, wher 
he received the marked attention of Ins friends, aui 
left on the 16th for Philadelphia. He notifics his frieuds: 
in New York, in a letter declining a dinner there, that 
he wall be in that city an the 23d instant. 


VorcaANo. It is said that Kiruca, a burning moun- 
tmin in Owyliee, one of the Sandwich Islands, has & 
crater of more than nine miles in circumference, and 
lately threw forth a lake of liquid lava, one mile and & 
half broad, emitting inteuse licai, and glowing with ie 
tense brilliancy. 
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never be a peaceful and prospefons’conntry until it 
is reconquered and thrashed into obedience. The 
United States will continue to pester and plunder 
us until New York is burnt and Maine annihilated. 
|The news brought by the packet yesterday is con- 
clusive on this point.” 

The McLeod aifair and the boundary question 
had caused much talk in Engtand, the former, at one 
lint, being the all engrossing topic. 

It was rumored iu Paris at the latest dates that 
the French cabinet was disposed to otter her medi- 
ation te arrange our McLeod dispute with the U. 
States. 


As the news of the suspen- 
sion ot the Philadelphia banks had just reached Li- 


3| verpool, and is announced without comment in the 


Ex presipent Van BunEN—correspondence with gov. | papers of that city, it is impossible to judge of the 


Reynolds 52 | effect it has produced. 

Foreign ARTICLEs—various items 49 ESTER 

Foreten nELATIoNS—Mr. Everet's remarks on the re- | London, Wednesday, Murch 8. The excitement 
port of the committee on 55 


Frayce—treaty with Buenas Ayres ratified, financ ial 
embarrassments, inandations, gen. Bugeaud sailed 
for Algiers B 

FRONTIER DEFENCE—present state of 53 


INVENTIONS—IMPROVEMENTS—Pearson’s cannon, great 


iron steamer, new method of copying statues, rail- 
ways 57 
McLevov case—hon. J. J. Crittenden left for Lockport, 
remarks as to arrest of proceedings, trial postpon- 
ed 53 
Ponrucan—military demonstrations annulled and na- 
tional guards diss:ilved 5t 
PRINTERS TO THE SEXATE—remarks on the dique 
of 5 
Sovru AMERica— gloomy situation of New Grenada 51 
STATES OF THE UNION—eleeuons, the fozitive question, 


resignation of the governor of Virginia and adjourn- 
meat of the legislature, Illinois and Missouri diffi- | 


culties, state eredit; New Hampshire. Massachu- 
setts 55; New York, Pennsylvania, Delaware 56; 
Maryland, Virginia, Tennessee, Illinois, Indiana 57 
Seain—elections. outbreak of students at Madrid — 51 


Sweven—Russian embassador — 5t 
'l'enakgv, EaverT AND Spain—various items 5t 


A TE AEG SE EY 


FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

The steamship Caledonia arrived at Boston at 
eleven o'eloe& A. M. on Saturday the 20th instant, 
having leit Liverpool on the 4th instant. 

The packet ship George Washington, which sail- 
ed from New York February 9, anc carried out in- 
telligence of the third suspension of specie pay- 
ments by the United States hank. arrived at Liver- 
poulou the 3d of March. 7 
not, of course, reach Londan till the next day, and 
we bave no account of its reception in that metro- 
polis. It isannouneed iu the Liverpool papers, but 
none of theia contain a word of comment. 

The bills on Messrs. Morrison drawn by the U. 
States bank, have been accepted, and a portion of 
dm subsequently discounted by the Bank of Eng- 
land. 

From China there is nothing of much conse- 
quence. The over-land mail had not arrived when 
the steamer left. From Syria, Egypt and Turkey, 
the news still wearsa pacific aspect. Mehemuit 
Ali, unahle to resist the allied powers, appears dis- 
posed to put the best face upon affairs, and to sub- 
mit with the best possible grace to an unpleasant 
necessity. ; 

The news, sn far as it goes, is pacific. There is, 
certainly, nothing that would seem at all. to threa- 
ten tlie present ainicable relations of the European 
powers, In the house of commons, on. Monday, 
lord Palmerston said that he saw nothing which, in 
his apprehension, was likely to lead to the "distur- 
bance of paeific relations between France and Eng- 
land. 

The Liverpool Mail hlusters and talks of war, but 
is entitled to no attention. It is particularly via- 
dictive against this conntry. It says: “the revenue 
is declining—the expenditure is increasing—we 


This intelligence did | 


here was intense when the news respecting the ar- 
rest and imprisonment of McLeod was proinulgated, 
and the funds stightly declined in consequence. 
That excitement is now over, and the funds have 
revovered—the publie being under the irapression 
that the next advices [rom the United States, both 
as regards the case of McLeod and the boundary 
question, will place these difficulties between the 
two governments in a more favorable position. 

The boundary question. Tn the house of commons, 
Feh. 15, sir Robert Peeladdressed an inquiry to the 
foreign secretary, respecting the question of the 
northeastern boundary of the U. States, to which he 
received the following reply: 

Lord Palmerston said that the present situation of 
alfairs was this: Great Britain had first proposed a 
drait of a convention for the appointment of a com- 
mission to settle the bonndary. The draft had not 
been accepted by the United States, and a counter 
drait was sent over by that government. It was not 
one to which ministersin this country could accede, 
aud ir, the early part of last year they made another 
proposal. They thonght that it would have been 
agreed to by the Ainerican cabinet; but it had de- 
spatched ta Great Britain another proposition, which 
had not received assent on this side of the water.— 
They survey on which a repoit bad been made had 
taken place independently of the pending negotia- 
tion in order to save lime and to secure as inuch 
information as possible relative to the geographical 
interests of Great Britain. Of course what had 
| been done was only on the ex-parte statement of the 
British commissioners, and could not be binding 
(nor was it, of course, meant to be so), upon the 
other party. The United States had also sent com- 
missioners of their own to inquire, in the latter part 
of last summer, but he believed they had not made 
any material progress. 

Cupture of the Curoline. In the house of com- 
mons on the Ist inst. sir J. Graham addressed an 
inquiry to ministers in relation to a pension granted 
to lient. McCormick of the royal navy, for wounds 
received in the service, and tlie nature of that ser- 
vice. Lard John Russell answered that the services 
on account of which lieut. McCormick had been 
recoinmended for a pension to the lords of the ad- 
miralty were performed by him under the command 
of the supreme colonial authorities in the capture 
of the Caroline. That recommendation had heen 
made tothe lords of the adioiralty iu the commence- 
ment of the last year. 

Parliament has been oceupied principally with 
subjeets of little interest to the American reader, 
The trial of the earl of Cadizan, in the house of 
lords, is the principal topic of conversation, ‘The 
trial ocenpied the whole of Tuesday the 16th uit. 


| 


guilty," the duke of Clevelaud answering ‘not 
vuilty, Zegally, upon my honor." "The evidence 
lailed to prove the identity of capt. Tuckett as de- 
seried in the indictment. 


The court returned an nnanimous verdict of *'not| 


her majesty is again in an "interesting situation,” 
at once exciling the hopes and sympathies ot the 
nation, 

Sir Will Colebroake is tosueceed sir John Har- 
vey, governor of New Brunswick, who has been 
recalled. 

Loss of the Governor Fenner. One of the most 
awful collisions that ever took place at sea, ni: 
pened on the morning of Saturday, 20th nlt. about 
twoo'clock. The Americanship Governor Fenner, 
captain Andrews, left Liverpool the preceding day, 
about noon, with a crew of seventeen men, and one 
hundred and six steerage passengers, consisting of 
men, women 22! child-on; and when off Holyhead, 
she came in collision with the steamer Nottingham, 
striking ber amidships, and reducing her toa com- 
plete wreck. Contrary, however, to what might be 
expected, the vessel striking sustained greater in- 
jury than the one strnek. The Nottingham, though 
greatly injured, eontinued to float, and ultimately 
arrived in port; but the Governor Fenner was so 
dreadfully shattered, that she began to sink imme- 
diately, and in less than five minutes went to the 
bottom, engulphing in the waves not less than one 
hundred and twenty-two souls! The only persons 
| saved belonging to the ship, were captain Atirews 
and the mate, who were both on deck when the 
vessels struck. The mate saved his life by jump- 
ing trom the lore-yard-arm on the deck of the Not- 
tinghain, and the captain after failing to jump on 
the steamer, canght a rope that was hanging froin 
her side, just as his own vessel was going down. 
The shrieks of the unhappy passengers, who were 
ronsed froin their beds by the shock, were most ap- 
palling; but in less than five minutes the vessel 
went down, carrying with it every son] on board. 


The Gavernor Fenner was a teo year old ship, 
built at New York, aud recently repaired at Liver- 
pool, and strengthened, at an expenditure of $3,000, 
{ilh a number of iron knees. She was abont 500 
tons burden, and was considered in every respect 
one of the best and most seaworthy of the vessels 
of her class, She was the property of Messrs. An- 
drews & Co. of New York. The commander, capt. 
S E. Andrews, was of the firm, and owned a quar- 
ler of the vessel. 

Liverpool cotton markets. During the week end- 
ing Feb. 20, the demand for cotton was extensive, 
and the sales amounted at 47,750 bales, including 
t7,300 American on speculation, aud 450 for ex- 
port. 28,590 New Orleans, at Gd. to 8 1-3d. The 
sales of the week ending the 27th ult. were 31,790 
bales, including 9,800 American on speculation; 
16,820 New Orleans, 6d. to 8d.; 4,080 Mobile, ko 
61d.to 75d. The market being rather freely sup- 
plied, the demand was moderate, 


Feb. 27. We have had a great demand for col- 
ton to-day, and the sales amount to 7,500 bales at 
very full prices, with a gradually advancing mar- 
ket. Speculators are by no means inactive, having 
taken of the above fram 2,500 to 3,000 bales. 

March 1. We have had another brisk day in 
cotton. Consumers are very active buyers, and 
have taken 5,000 bales at Saturday’s full prices, 
in many instances an advance of 3d. on Friday's 
prices has been paid; 2,000 bales are placed to spe- 
enlatois? account; to-day the market closes with a 
firm and healthy feeling. 

Murch 3. To day there has been a very limited 
demand for cotton, not more than 2,500 bags, in- 
eluding 800 Ainerican on speculation. The par- 
tia] advance obtained in the early part of the week 
is quite lost. 

Liverpool corn market, March 2. The only alter- 
ation, on. Friday last, in the duties on grain from 
foreign ports is a deerease of 1s. 6d. per quarter on 
rye. Some further parcels of bonded flour, here 
and on the passage, have changed hands, at 23s. a 
253. 64. per hbl. and some few purchases, for ex- 
port, have been made at 26s. at which this article 
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areat war in China, aud we sball be at war with the 
Uuited States in the course of six weeks, and inost 
probably with France also. Lord John Russeli lias 
therefore quite enonzleto do, and we wish him a 
safe deliverance. If he could manage, to stir np a 

hu very much 


Six hundred and forty-eight thonsand passengers 
were conveyed during the last six inoaths upon 
the Gieat Western railway, without a single istal 
accident to one of them. 

The Thames tunselis now 1,138 feet 8 inches} Murch 3. At this day's market we experienced 
in length, and the exezvaticn fo: the shaft has been | a dullness, influenced by the decline in Mark-lane 
to the tranquillity of that country; for, when we | made to the depth of 23 feet, leaving only abont 50 | yesterday, and sales were made only to a very mo- 
are po Dedi ur never have too much of it, The f feet more to be completed. . Adereje««tent of wheat ata decline of 1d. to 2d. per 

ou. XSG. 4. E : 
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15 now generally held, and in consequence the spi- 
rit of speculation hag a little subsided; in bonded 
giain little fias been done, and prices quoted almost 
nominally. 


good rebellion in Ireland, it would ten 
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70 Ibs. and ofotherarticles at barely the nominal 
prices of thia day week, , 

The corn trade and the crops. A deeided improve- 
ment has taken place both in the demand for and 
valne of wheat within the last eight days; and it ap- 
pears to be the general opinion, that a further rise 
in the price must oceur. This disposition to spe- 
eulate seems prineipally based on the supposition, 
that the stocka are greatly exhausted, and that an 
importation from abroad will be reqnired before 
next harvest. The qnantity held by the merchants 
and millers is, we know, unusually small; bat we 
feel convinced that larger stocks are held at the 
present time by growers than was the ease at this 
period of either 1840 or 1839. That there was room 
for a rise, after the unnecessary depression whieh 
prices underwent last autumn, we are fully prepar- 
ed to allows; but, when we eonsider the appearance 
of the riek-yards in all parts of the country, we 
think a somewhat too sanguine view of the subject 
is taken, and certainly are not disposed to believe 
that there will be any diffieulty in fiading the quan- 
lity of wheat necessary to carry us to the next har- 
vest; whilst, therefore, the growing erop progresses 
favorably, no real reason exists to apprehend any 
very considerable rise on present terms, though a 
healthy trade, and the fluctuation of a few shillings 
up and down may, we think, be expected. The 
weather has, during the week, been mild and open, 
with a good deal of rain, which has kept the land 
in too wet a state to allow of field work being ae- 
tively commenced. Respecting the wheat plant, 
we continue to reeeive very satisfactory accounts, 


most of the reports describing the appearance of 


the blade as vigorous and healthy. 
L] [Mark Lane Express. 
CHINA. 

Most important and ealamitous intelligence from 
Pechele and Chusan. At 9 P. M. on Oct. 6, H. M 
S. Crnizer, H. W. Gifford, esq. commander, arrived 
froin Chusan. Her letters were delivered to H. M. 
8. Columbine; the packet was large but few have 
as yet reached Macao, We presume ordeis froin 
his superior officer prevented eaptain Gilford from 
remaining; but her arrival in India—should she be 


China will canse great disappointment to thousands, 

The intelligence brought by the Cruizer is, that 
an imperial commissioner is on his way to Canton 
invested with imperial powers to amicably arrange 
the ditficulties between China and Great Britain; 
and that corresponding with his progress, admiral 
Elliot is proceeding with the whole fleet to the 
southward, with the intention of meeting tbe im- 
perial commissioner in Canton, and to eommence 
negotiations for the arrangement of affairs. The 
commissioner may be expected to arrive in Canton 
about the 15th or 20th inst. 

Lin, the present governor of Canton, and former- 
ly high eommissioner, is placed under what the 
Chinese call *eraminators" who are to investigate 
his conduct since his arrival in Cantou on Mareh 
10, 1839, 

The state of matters in Chusan is very lamenta- 
ble. Mrs. Noble, 3 of H. M.'s offieers and 25 inen 
(a boat’s erew) had been seized by the Chinese, 
and sent over to Ningpo; they are well treated, and 
with fair speeches, the Chinese promise they shall be 
restored immediately the English evacuate Chusan. 
The last words we have heard are that captain El- 
liot and Mr. Morrison had gone over to Ningpo to 
negotiate for their release. Keshen has been re- 
peatedly in comiounieation with admiral Elliot; the 
Chinese statesmen is described as being peculiarly 
bland in his manners, but the chief driit of liis eon- 
versatious was to depreeate the opium trade; and it 
is said some kind of half promises have been made 
by the ehief commissioner that the opium trade 
shall be one of the questions of the future negotia- 
tions. 

We have headed the foregoing intellizenee as 
being 10st important and calamitous; we consider 
it the most disastrous, the most miserable intelligence 
that can go abroad for tlie national honor and eoin- 
1nercial interest of England. 

Mark and remark the absurdily of the proceed- 
ings: a British naval force arrives olf the Peiho 
river; the mere appearance ot these ships bends the 
Pekin government down to the measure of deput. 
ing one of the highest officers in the empire to con- 


fer with the English barbarian on the subject of his| 


grievances; well, why does nnt the barbarian, with 
his armed force—the efleet of its presenee in the 
waters of the province of Pechele he has already 
proved,—cominence his negotiations—if negotia- 
tions are to be again commenced—on board H. M. 
ship, or at Tientsiu, only 90 miles from Pekin, 
the capital of the empire and where the son of 
heaven, the saered and snpreme ruler resides? 

No! he is cajoled by ie bland, polite ead wily 


the only effieient part of his mission—her majesty’s 
ships of war—near 2,000 niles to tbe southward, at 
the eommeneement of the northeast monsoon, and 
renew his negotiations in Canton!—that city where 
the British name and nation has been trumpled ia the 
dust and robbed of its property! that city over which 
the English flag should have waved three months ago! 
that cily which the British superintendent declared in 
April, 1939, he would make too hoi to hold any one! 
O most lame and impotent eonelusion! The result 
of the capture of’ -Chusan, of the loss of British 
lives, the pining sickness of gallant British soldiers, 
the wrecks of British ships, of a large military and 
naval expedition, on which the eyes of the world 
are fixed—is the presence of a British admiral in 
Canton negotiating on that spot where his eonntry- 
men were imprisoned, robbed, disgraced! How 
ean he put his foot on board a Chinese boat, the 
langhter, the derision of the einperor, Keshen, Lin, 
the hong merehant, linguists, of every fisherinan 
and Tankea boatwoman and child on the pearly 
river of Canton? 

The end, then, of nearly two years of intense 
anxiety is, that British affairs aud. interests in the 
autumn of 1810, are exactly where they were in the 
spring of 1339:—no!—not where they then were, 
butin an infinitely inore eompiieuted, and eonse- 
quently, ta a more disgraced condition! 

Another imperial eommissioner is to come to 
Canton to settle matters! this devoutly not to be 
wished eonsummation, would have resulted before 
the end of July, had the Boeea Tigris been garri- 
soned by British troops on June 22, and iminedi- 
ately ulterwards possession taken of the city of 
Canton. 

The effect of these negotiations willbe to disturb 
men's minds, to eanse great fluctuations in the 
markets, and injure very inaterially British com- 
merce. [ Canton. Register, Oct. 7. 

England aad China. We eommend to the atten- 
tion of onr readers the following letter, written by 
the rev, Dr. Parker, who has spent several years in 
Canton, and enjoyed unusual faeilities for forming 
à eorrect estimate of the Chinese character, and of 


i r 2 € | the eontest, now become a national one, between a 
the first to arrive—without eouunereial letters (rom | 


powerfnl island queen and the greatest sovereign of 
the east. It was written at the request of a dis- 
tinguished gentleman, but as the views of the wri- 
ter, founded upon a close observation of events oc- 
curring under his own eye, differ trom the prevail- 
ing opinions respecting that eontroversy, we are 
persuaded the letter will be perused by our readers 
with no common degree of interest. 

To the hoa. S. T..4. Sim: Several weeks have 
elapsed since our eonversation relative to the ex- 
isting dillieulties between England and China. On 
private and public oceasions I have frequently heen 
interrogated upon (he subject, and with candor 
have endeavored to present the lacts, concerning 
whieh there lias been and still is great misappre- 
hension in this eountry. At this late hour F reply 
to your request, and the often repeated solicitations 
of public men and private friends, to exhibit the 
views of disinterested and impartial observers, who 
have been in China during this revolution. As the 
opinions of most are strongly established against 
the justice of the British cause, it seems necessary 
ta approaeh the topie with reserve and with elaims 
well fonnded to impartiality. With increased at- 
tachment to my own eountry, from having left it, T 
ean view, without bias, the virtues of the viees of 
other counties That Lam ardently attached to the 
Chinese, I ean give no higher proof than that ny 
life is devoted exclusively to their best good; that T 
love and honor England eannot be denied, and that 
I ean speak impartially of. her. government aud 
public men is also claimed. 

Two very common and erroneous opinions are 
entertained on this subject, viz: that the British 
government has sent a military and naval foree to 
China, to perpetnate the opium traílie; and that 
their eoneealed objec! is conquest. These eonclu- 
sions arc not adopted hy those who have reside in 
China, In official languige the real object is vin- 
demnity for the past and seeurily for the futurc;? 
or satisfaction for wrongs aeknowledged on all 
hands, which have been lone, and to restore that 
eominerce which, by imperial cdict, has been “eut 
olf to eternity; and, by right of treaty, to prevent 
the reeurrenee of the evil whieh has been intlieted 
on the Chinese on the one hand, and to prevent the 
recitrenee of outrages connuitted on the English 
on the other. 


So far as appears, the British government has 
never sympathized with the opium traffic, but quite 
{he eontrary, Lord Palmerston, in 1838, address- 
ed the chief superintendent of commerce in Chi- 
na to this effect: “Her majesty’s government can- 
not protect her subjects, in carrying on a traffic 


Keshen to remove the only evidence of bi? newer, which iè prebioited: by the nations to which they 


trade." So far frown fostering the opium tratie, 
tbe British superintendent, eaptain Elliot, in 1838, 
made overtures to his excelleney Tang, governor 
of Canton, to meet him, or sneh officers as he 
might depnte, to eoneert measures for the snppres- 
sion of an evil in which both Chinese and English 
were implicated. His exceileney replied, “I rule 
over the land of Yue, (i. e. the south of China); 
the evil which seems so great to you, is to me no 
more than an inseet upon a man’s nose, whieh is 
brushed off at pleasure. | require none of your 
assisÓanee." Then the British superintendent, 
upon his own responsibility, ordered the opium 
schonnere out of the inncr waters. His sentiments 
in reference to the result of this traffic, at that 
time, were thus expressed: “The distressing de- 
gradation of the foreign charaeter, the painful fact 
that such canses expose us more and more to the 
just indignation of this government and people, 
and diminish the sympathies of our own."  [Chi- 
nese Repository, vol. 7, page 452 and '3]. When 
eaptain Elliot heard of the appointment of an im- 
perial commissioner, to repair to Canton to snp- 
press the trade, he renewed his overtures to meet 
him, but with the same want of suecesa. On the 
arrival of Lin at Canton, March 11, 1837, where 
he made prisoners both the innocent and guilty, 
captain Elliot, hearing of this, repaired to the pro- 
viucial city, at the risk of his life. Reaehing 
„Whampoa, he presented his passport at the custom 
honse, but was told he could not proeeed. Through 
a linguist he replied: **I hear that British subjects 
are in duress at Canton. i hold in my hand the 
official permit to pass and repass between Macao 
and Canton; dead or alive, I am going to Canton, 
and passed on, pursned by Chinese officers and 
soldiers; and when he could proeeed no further 
with her majesty’s eutter, he took a small boat, 
manned with men from the sloop Larne, and in full 
uniform proceeded, sword in hand, shoving off the 
soldiers and others that opposed his boat, daring 
the officers to fire upon him. As the official boats 
were anehored in the river, swinging to the tide, 
before they could get round he had passed ahead of 
them, and by extreme good fortune suceeeded in 
reaching the British consulate hall, when a Chi- 
nese porter, who chanced to be present, threw open 
the gate to him and fled for his safety. Had the 
wind died away,or the tide failed five minutes 
sooner, he had been foiled, as the eordon of Chi- 
nese boats closed in immediately alter him, eutting 
off all eommnuieation. The manner in which the 
gallant ofticer effected his landing will long be re- 
membered by those who experieneed the emotions 
his presence afforded, and whose condition waa 
thus ameliorated. In the words of his eountrymen, 


jalluding to the fact, “it was worthy a British offi- 


eer.” 

The aspect of affairs was now entirely ehanged. 
Instead of being a diffienlty between tlie eommis- 
sioner and a few individuals, it becomes in effect 
one between the court of St. James and Taon- 
Kwang. A British oficerin the discharge of his 
duty, with two hundred or more of his fellow sub- 
jects, innocent or guilty become prisoners. The 
surrender of the opium, both that which was in 
China and that which was on the passage thither, 
was demanded on penalty of starvation and death, 
In this dilemma, eaptain Elliot requires it to be 
surrendered to him, pledging her majesty’s govern- 
ment for the. indemnity, and hence the ground for 
requiring pay from the Chinese. Had the contra- 
band article heen wrested in the usaal way, and the 
loss had come upon the party engaged in the trade, 
it is probable that the British government had never 
made any sueh demand. 

Spon after the imprisonment of all foreigners in 
Canton, in eonversation with eaptain Elliot, he re- 
marked, (and the eirenmstanees justify repeating 
what otherwise might seem a breaeh of confidence), 
“l repeat the words ol lord Palmerston. So far as 
the opium traffic is eoncerned, her majesty’s go- 
verninent is prepared to go to the utinost extreme 
of leniency; but when the Chinese shall take the 
life of a British subject, fAat is the point at which a 
new nnderslanding must be had between the two 
governinents.” In the second communication to 
lord Palmerston, atter his arrival at Canton, capt. 
Elliot speaks of “the opinm evil as one at which 
every feeling of humanity must revolt.” 

In the manifesto of capt. Elliot, published in 
Chinese on the arrival of the British forces, Jan. 
26, 1340, he nses the following language in refer- 
enee to his former overtures, The commissioner 
disregarded the immediate ofler of Elliot to fulfil the 
imperial pleasure, which he was ready faithfully to 
do in a mwner eonsistent with the dignity of the 
empire, with the preservation of peaee, and with 
the obligations of justiee to innoeent and absent 
men, unconneeted with the traffic in opium, &e, 
(Chinese Repository, vel. 7, p. 110). 
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That line of demarcation laid down by lord Pal- 
merston has been passed. A British schooner sail- 
ing from Macao to Hong-Kong, manned by seven 
lasears and with one European, who never liad any 
thing to do with opium in bis life, (neither was the 
schooner carrying opium), was becalmed uuder 
Lantaon. A Chinese war junk, or boat, approach- 
ed her in this situation, and fired charcoal into her, 
and then boarded her, and killed such of the crew 
asdid not jump overboard. Mr. Mass, the only 
white man, had his nose and ears ent off, and the 
latter wantonly thrust in his mouth, and he left in 
the bottom of the boat, as they supposed, dead, 
bot he survives a witness against them. This act 
has been acknowledged by the government by be- 
stowing rewards upon the perpetrators. At first it 
was presumed none but piiates could have done 
such a deed. Now, it is sincerely believed that it is 
the object of the British government to prevent the 
recurrence of such outrages, aud to restore her 
commerce, and to perform a work which, when ac- 
complished, shalt lay the people of China under 
lasting obligations to her, and, so far from meriting 
severe censure, Shall receive the gratulations and 
thanks of western nations. 

These are the views regarding the justice of the 
interposition of the British government, which are 
generally entertained by all foreign residents in 
China. The impartial editor ofthe Chinese Repo- 
sitory (vide C. R. May, 1839, vol. 8, p. 8.) writes, 
“We would have the era which has been now reach- 
ed, marked by an effort to bring the united moral 
power of the western world to bear with an irresis- 
tible pressure on the high barriers which have so 
long separated China irom the most enlightened 
and peaceful states of Christendom. The real 
grounds of dissatisfaction with the Chinese are com- 
mon to all. (Vol. 8, p. S). The rubicon is passed. 
Within the boundaries over which the Chinese 
claim jurisdiction, a force has entered that cannot 
be expelled and will not pay homage. The strug- 
gle now begun will not, aud onzlit not to end, antil 
the civilities, the rights, aud immunities usually 
yielded to and elaiined hy civilized nations are se- 
cured. All the world must rejoice that such a force 
is here.” 


The wisdom of the course adopted by that force | 


since ils arrival in China is not now a subject of 
consideration; my object is attained if the few ot 
many facts, above alluded to, shall tend to correct 
the misapprehension of the public mind. The sub- 
ject is not exhausted. 

One ward in respect to the opium evil. What- 
ever speculative opinions may have been entertain- 
ed formerly of the innocence of the use of opium, 
that it is a harmless luxury, can no longer be euter- 
tained. Though mnch has been published, both in 
China and in western nations, upon the evil, so far 
as I have seen, the half has not been told or gene- 
rally conceived. The evil is of the most revolling 
character; and is it to be supposed that an enlightened 
and Cliristian nation, that gloriés in having accom- 
plished so much for the advancement of our race in 
other parts of the world. should send a naval and 
military expedition to China to force on her this 
odious traffic?  l(so, well may the voice of univer- 
sal censure be raised against her, and the displea- 
sure of Him who rules over the nations and avenges 
the wrongs of the innocent be feared and realised. 
With great respect, yours, &e. PEP: 

Washington, March 15, 1841. 

FRANCE. 

The treaty between France and Buenos Ayres is 
now accepted by the two chambers, and ratified by 
the French government. 

The French papers speak of the financial embar- 
rassments of the government. There are not more 
than sixty millions of francs in the treasary—a sum 
inadeqnate to defray the ordinary expenses of the 
adininistration. 

Tnundations in France. The Rhine has again burst 
through its temporary banks; the river may be seen 
carrying away with it large trees, timber, farni- 
ture, aud sometimes even entire cuttazes. Dwellers 
in isolated hahitations have become a prey to the 
most ernel suffering; many are to be seen on the 
roofs, raising their arms and voices, and erying for 
succor. The cattle have generally gone to the 
hills, but many bave been drowned in the stables 
and farms. 

General Bugeaud has sailed for Algiers. Great 
works of colonization will be commenced in the 
Matidja, where a number of villages, surrounded by 
fosses, are to be coustructed. ‘Two thousand Swiss 
Catholics, who had resolved on emigrating to Ame- 
rica, have been invited by the French anthorities to 
form a settlement in the Metidja, where they have 
been promised an extensive tract of land. 

ALGIERS. 

It is stated that col. Cavaignac had completely 

routed 900 of Aid-el-Kaler’s regular troops, sup- 


I 


ported by a considerable body of Kabiles, who pre- 
sented themselves at the gates of the town. The 
ground was sharply contested, but the Arabs finally 
fled. The French loss is not stated. 

SPAIN. 

There is very little news Irom Spain. The Douro 
question having been settled, the Madrid elections 
liad occupied considerable attention. Gen. Espar- 
tero had been elected senator at Saragossa. All 
the deputies returned by that city belonged to the 
liberal party. 

There has been au outbreak by the medical stu- 
dents in Madrid, which, however, had been prompt- 
ly suppressed. 

PORTUGAL. 

All the recent military demonstrations conse- 
quent upon tlie anticipated rupture with Spain, 
liave been annulled, and the projected works of de- 
fence discontinued; the government has directed its 
altention to tbe measure, which has long been a 
favorite one, of dissnlving the national guard, and 
re-constructing it on the principle of the old militia. 

SWITZERLAND. 

The approbation of the grand council of Berne 
has been given to the acts of the exeeulive council, 
in aiding the government of Argan during the late 
disturbances, by a majority of 707 votes tu t6. 

It is stated that the French government, in com- 
phance with an application trom the vabinet of 
Vienna, has sent instructions to barron Mortier, its 
ambassador to the Swiss confederation, to support 


the reioonstrauces of the emperor against the snp- | 


pression of the convents in the canton of Argau. 
SWEDEN. 

Stockholm. The Russian ambassador recently as- 
saulted the Footman of a lady of distinction. ‘This 
act, in the king’s palace, is punishable with death; 
and as the lady lias formally complained to the 
court, the reply of the emperor is most anxiously 
looked lor. 

TURKEY, EGYPT, AND SYRIA. 

The Levant mail arrived in London on the 34 
instant, with intelligence from Turkey, Ezypt and 
Syria, but the news is of little importance. 

The dates from Constantinople are to the 8th 
ult. On the 4th a conference was beld at the mi- 
nistry of foreign affairs, between the ambassadors 
of the four allied powers and Redschid pasha, who 
had entirely recovered trom his late illness. No- 
thing had transpired respecting the object. 

The sublime port announced, on the 4th, in a 
proclamation, the conclusion of the Egytian ques- 
tion. 

The sultan expressed to Masloum Bey his satis- 
faction at the manner in which he had conducted 
the negotiations with Mehemit Ali. 

The whole Ottoman fleet had reached the bay of 
Marmorice, and on the 5th a portion of it set sail 
for Coustantinople. The rest was to have followed 
in a day or two. 

It was expected that commodore Napier would 
shortly repair to Smyrna with one or two ships of 
the line, aud that the remainder of the fleet wuald 
proceed, partly to Malta, and partly to Syracuse. 

Advices from Alexandria are to the 71h ult. Lbra- 
him Pasha was expected at Alexandria or at Da- 
mietta, to ascend the Nile on the Sth or 9th ult. 

The firman expected from Constantinople had 
not arrived, notwithstanding the despatch of the 
fleet, and private advices stated that neither it nar 
the return of the eonsuls- zeneral might be expect- 
ed till the settlement of all particulars at issue be- 
tween the porte and the pasha. 

Further, that Russia was endeavoring to com- 
pass the downfall of Redschid pasha, as a partisan 
of British interests, and the negotiator of a secret 
treaty, whereby Eugland had obtained the treedom 
of the navigation of the Euphrates for her steain- 
boats, and the maintenance of a garrison of 500 
men at Acre, &c. 

Mehemit Ali had commenced his military colo- 
nization, and had promised commodore Napier that 
he would take an early opportunity ot abolishing 
negro slavery. He had ordered a review of cavalry 
and artillery on the 6th. inst. at which the comino- 
dore was present. 

The plague still continued at Aelexandria and 
Rosetta. 

The Turkish forces under general Joehmus were 
at Jaffa, and all attempls to interfere with tlie re- 
treating army had been relinquished. Up to that 
nonent, however, preparations for an attack had 
been persevercd in; for on the same day, 2d ult. 
letters arrived at Alexandiia from Beyrout by the 
Emmetie packet, (three days en route), stating 
that they were shipping caunous there for the at- 
tack on Gaza. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

New Grenada. The following is a copy of a let- 
ter received by captain Waite, of the brig Emma, 
from an American gentleman. [Norfolk Beacon. 


——S—S=—_=_ aama 
Maracaibo, February 18th, 1841. From our last 
advices received within a few days from New Gre- 
nada, affairs in that nnfortunate country are repre- 
sented as being iu a most deplorable and gloomy 
state. The government troops 500 strong under 
colonel Mustas, marched into Cucuta, without any 
opposition; the inhabitants having deserted the 
town. General Herran was on his march to the 
north with 1,500 troops destined it is supposed, for 
Mompos, where the revolutionary general Carmona 
has under him 2,400 well disciplined men. Mompo, 
isa small town on the river Magdelena, distant 
about six days travelling from Carthagena, and he 
has no doubt selected that post to prevent the go- 
vernmenut troops irom descending the river. Gene- 
tal Mareno, the commander of Carthagena, has sta- 
tioned a numher of gun boats on the river to sus- 
tain him. In the republic of Venezuela every thing 
is tranquil; but should the revolutionists uniortu- 
nately succeeded in New Grenada, fears are enter- 
tained that it will aifect public tranquillity here. 


2 
NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 

Robert C. Cornell, of. New York, to he receiver 
general vf publie inoney, at New York, inthe place 
of Stephen Allen, removed. 

Samuel Frothingbam, of Boston, to be receiver 
geueral of publie money at Boston, in the place of 
Isaac Hill, 1einoved. 

Richard K. Kall, of Florida, to be governor in 
and for the territory of Florida, in the place of Ro- 
jbert R. Reid, reinnved. 

Charles C. Penrose, of Pennsylvania, to be soli- 
citor of the treasury, in the place of Matthew Bur- 
chard, removed. 

Elisha Whittlesey, of Ohio, to be auditor of the 
treasury tor the post office department, in the place 
of Charles K. Garduer, removed. 

Pani Rossignol, to bc superintendent of the branch 
mint at Dahlonega, in the state of Georgia, in the 
place of J. J. Singleton. 

Jobn Williamson, of Pennsylvania, to be recard- 
er of the general land office, in the place of Hud- 
son M. Garland, removed. 

Solomon Van Rensselaer, to be deputy postmas- 


;ter at Albany. 
Land officers. 

Thomas Scott. register, Chillicothe, Ohio, vice 
James S. McGinnis, removed. 

Ambiose Whitlock, receiver, Crawfordsville, Tn- 
diana, vice Ezekiel MeConnell, removed. 

Hirain Decker, register, Vincennes, Indiana, vice 
A. Badollet, resigned. 

Officers of the customs— Collectors. 

Joseph C. Noyes, Passamaquoddy, Maine, vice 
i Sullivan S. Rawson, removed. 

John M. Hale, Frenehman’s Bay, Maine, vice 
Edward S. Jarvis, removed. 

Charles J. Abbott, Penobscot, Maine, vice Row- 
land H. Bridghata, removed. 

Willian B. Sinith, Machias, Maine, vice William 
Brown, removed. 

George Thatcher, Belfast, Maine, vice Nathaniel 
M. Lowney, removed. 

George Allen, at Waldoborough, Maine, vice 
Deuny MeCobb, removed. 

Jereiniah Brooks, at York, Maine, vice Josepli 
P. Junkins, removed. 

Parker Shelden, at Bath, Maine, vice Joseph 
Sewall removed. " 

William P. Briggs, tor the district of Vermont, 
vice A. W. Hyde, removed. 

Edward Curtis, New York, vice John J. Morgan, 
removed, 
| James Hunter, Savannah, Georgia, vice Abm. B. 
Fannin, 1emoved. 


Surveyors. 

Shilowith S, Whipple, Eastport, Maine, vice Eze- 
kiel Foster, removed. 

Bazelleel Cushman, Portland, Maine, vice Ste- 
phen W Eaton, removed. 

William Taggart, New York, vice Ely Moore, 
removed, 

Naval officers. 

Isaac P. Davis, at Boston, Mass. vice Isaac O. 
; Barnes, removed. 

Thomas Lord, New York, vice William S. Coe, 
removed. 


Vice consun. The president of the U. States 
has recognized George Chacon, as vice consul of 
| Spain, for the port of Philadelphia. 

CIRCULAR. 
Department of state, March 20, 1841. 
To the hon. Thomas Ewing, sec ty of treasury: 

Sig: The president is of opinion that it is a great 
abuse to briug tbe patronage of the general govern- 
ment into conflict with the freedom of elections; 
and that this abuse ought to be corrected wherever 
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it may have been permitted to exist, and to be pre- | publie debt, and a consequent subjection to banking 


vented for the future. 

He therefore directs that information be given to 
all officers and agents in your department of the 
public service that partisan interference in popular 
elections, whether of state othcers or officers of 


this government, and for whomsvever or against! 


whomsoever it may be exercised, or the payment of 
any contribution or assessment on salaries or official 
cotopensation for party or election purposes, will be 
regarded by him as cause of removal. 

It is not intended that any officer shall be re- 
strained in the free and proper expression and inain- 
tenance of his opinions respecting publie men or 
public measures, or in the exercise, to the fullest 
degree, of the constitutional right of suffrage. But 
persons employed under the government, and paid 
for their services out of the publie treasury, are not 
expected to take an active or oflicious part in at- 
tempts to influence the minds or voters of others; 
such conduct being deemed inconsistent with the 
spirit of the constitution and the duties of pnblic 
agents acting under it; and the president is resolv- 
ed, so far as depends upon him, that while the ex- 
ercise of the elective tranchise by the people shall 
be free from undue influences of official station and 
authority, opinion shall also be free among the offi- 
cers and agents of the government. 

The president wishes it further to be announeed 
and distinctly understood, that from all collecting 
and disbursing officers proinptitude in rendering 
accounts, and entire punctuality in paying balances, 
will be rigoronsly exacted. In his opinion it is 
time to return, in this respect, to the early practice 
of the government, aod 1o hold any degree of delin- 
quency on the part of those entrusted withthe pub- 
lic money just cause of immediate removal. He 
deems the severe observance ot this rule to be es- 
sential to the public service, as every dollar lost 
to the treasury by unfaithfulness in office creates a 
necessity for a new charge upon the people. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

[Similar letters have been addressed to other 
heads of departments.] 

Ex-PRESIDENT Van Luren. Correspondence 
between the late president and governor Reynolds. 

Executive department, 
Cily of Jefferson, ( Mo.) Feb. 18, 1841. 

Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the general 
assembly ol the state of Missouri, I have the honor 
to transinit to you the enclosed address. 

On the part of the state of Missouri—a state 
which has been free from the delusions that have 
brought yonr opponent into power, and which, in 
the hour of peril, has nobly sustained her democra- 
lic faith—I feel honored in being selected to offer 
you this tribute of unabated conlidence in the wis- 
dom, virtue and patriotism that have marked your 
administration, With sentimentsof high regard, 1 
have the honor to be, &c. TH. REYNOLDS, 

Governor of. Missouri. 
To hts excellency M. Van Buren, president of the U. S. 
Washington, March 6, 1811. 
To his excellency gov. Reynolds: 
Sir: Your {nendly letter, accompanied by aa ad- 


dresa from the general assembly of the state of | 


Missouri, came to iny hands yesterday. 

Ishall not attempt to disguise the great satisfae- 
tion I have derived from this honorable testimonial 
of respect and rezard, rendered donbly valuable 
from the source whence it proceeded. Coming, as 
it obvionsly does, from the hearts of its authors, 
you may be assured it appeals directly to iny own. 
It is given ata period when its motives cannot be 
misinterpreted, and conveys the feelings of a ma- 
jority of the representatives of a state second to 
none of this union in the integrity of its political 
principles, its present prosperity, and future pros- 
pecta, ^ 

Nowhere has a strict and invariable adherence to 
the great principles of free government been at- 
tended with iaore beneficial consequences than in 
the state of Missouri. Founding tbeir political 
faith on the simple, self-denying doctrines of the 
great apostle of hberty, and firmly resisting all the 
delusive sednetions ol systems which have only re- 
sulted in a sudden, evanescent prosperity, as aud- 
denly followed. by disasters and ruin, the inhabi- 
tants of Missouri have steadily pursued thei 
course through all the vissicitudes of conflicting 
parties and antagonist. principles, without despon- 
dency and without compromise, thus securing the 
uniform ascendaney of deinociatlic inen, as well as 
the adoption of democratic iueasares in her coun- 
cils, froin the period of her admission iuto the union 
until the present time. 

The beneficial elfeets of a course so wise and so 
consistent are happily exemplified in the condition 
of the state. Free from the cmbarrassinents of a 


institutions and foreign capitalists, her unbounded 


resources remain unfettered by the chains of de- 
pendence, her credit remains unimpaired, and her 


means are fully adequate to all her wants, without 
the infliction of new burdens upon her citizens or 
the anticipation of future resources to meet the 
present exigencies. With a mixed currency, com- 
posed of a well-balanced and harmonious co-opera- 
tion of the standard of value and its paper repre- 
sentative, the latter always redeemable on demand, 
with light taxes, and no necessity [or increasing 
them, and with a population extensively agricultn- 
ral and ineebanical—wise enough to know that in- 


| dustry, frugality and temperance, are the only true 


sources of publie and private prosperity, the only 


jsafeguards of republican prineiples—the state of 


Missouri presents at this moment a most striking 
example of the wisdom and ctlieacy of the demo- 
cratie policy when steadily maintained, without oc- 
casional interference of a counteracting influence, 
interrupting its salutary course, and sowing the 
seeds of difficulties which ocenpy years to over- 
come. Should the friends of democratic principles 
wish fo point out to the world an example of the 
reanlts of their steady and practical appheation to 
the government of mankind, they may turn to Mis- 
souri with gratification and trinmph, 

The legislative address which you have conveyed 
to me in such obliging terms, and inost especially 
the resolutions subsequently adopted by the mem- 
bers in convention, speak of me, in connection 


with the next presidential election, ina way which 


makes a more particular notice of the subject on 
my part, consonant with that unreserved communi- 


cation of my opinions and wishes in relation fo 


public affairs which 1 have always maintained with 
ty political friends. 
Having, for years, been unceasingly assailed 


with the imputation of intriguing (or the presiden- 
cy, I felt it dne to myself when first nominated, as 


well as to those by whom that nomination was 
made, to put these charzes to the test, by declaring, 
in the lace of iny fellow citizens, that I had neither 


solicited the aid, nor sought the support, of any 


man for that high and responsible station: unless 
my frank replies to the interrogatories of my coun- 
trymen in relation to public measnres and political 
principles; together with my constant and sincere 
ellorts to make myself worthy of their regard and 
confidence, were liable to that construction. For 
ihe truth of that declaration, I appealed to the hun- 
dreds of honorable men who composed the then re- 
cent convention—to the numerous editors and poli- 
ticians thronghout the union who had distinguished 
me by their preference—and to my personal cur- 
respondents and friends, not excepting the very 
considerable number of persons once my intimate 
associates, who, in the fluctuations of politics, had 
been converted into opponents. I affirmed that in 
none of these classes, or in any other, was there a 
toan who conid traly say that I had solicited his 
political support, or with whom I had entered, or 
had sought to enter, into any arrangement to bring 


| about the nomination 1. bad then received, or to se- 


cure my elevation to the office of chief magistrate 
of the union. I took occasion to add, that f trusted 
1 should be excused by the liberal minded of all 
parties for thus speaking of my own course of con- 
duet iu reference to a point on which I had been so 
frequently assaned, aud had hitherto continued si- 
lent—most especially as l alone contd answer for it 


‘in relation to all iny countrymen, though thousands 
m 


might be ready to answer for themselves. 

The result of this appeal was such as might eon- 
fidently be expected from the truth in which it was 
lounded; and not a voice was heard in contraven- 
tion of the position I had assumed. It did not, 
however, relieve me from the assaults of my oppo- 
nents: aud in this 1 was not disappointed; for I had 
sufficient experience in such matters to satisfy me 
that, as long us l continned to merit the confidence 
ol my friends, I should reecive the condemnation 
ol my loes, and. that few political men ate praised 
by the latter until they are about abandoning the 
lurmer. lt however compelled them to change 
their position, and adopt new weapons of waifare. 

The feelings and principles by which my con 
duet was then regulated, will also guide it iu the 
Intnres and my friends may rest assured that I wih 
never place it out of my power to repeat, with per- 
fect truth, the declaration 1 atthat time felt inysell 
called on to make. 

l did not on that occasion, nor do I now, profess 
to be inilifferent toa station to which every citizen 
of the United States may aspire, by just and henor- 
able means, without in. the least interlerring with 
tights of others, because I did not then, nor do I 
now, chertsh such a feeling. ‘To make myself 
worthy of the olfice of chief magistrate of the 
most powerlul cenfederation of states thal ever ex 


isted, and to oceupy the highest station among men, 
if it could be gained without the sacrifice of my 
principles or my integrity, was, on the contrary, the 
object of my most earnest desire, as it may properly 
be that of every worthy member of this great com- 
munity, where no man is precluded from obtain- 
ing the bighest honors in the gift of hia fellow eiti- 
zens, 

The present occasion seems to me one which not 
only justifies but renders it lacumbent on me to ex- 
press myself with that perfect frankness, by which 
communications of this kind between friends and 
brethren of the same principles, should, in my opinion 
always be characterised. I will, therefore, with your 
permission, proceed to state my sentiments on this 
last head a little more at large. 

That I am deeply and greatly impressed with the 
zeal and consistency of that regard and confidence, 
so fully manifested by the general assembly of the 
state of Missouri, as well as by many others of my 
fellow citizeus in various other portions of the union, 
under circumstances apparently so discouraging, 
you cannot doubt for a moment. It is, on the 
contrary, in the unfeigned respect T cherish for 
those who have offered me these testimonials of 
continued attachment, that I find the strongest mo- 
tives to meet them at the threshold, by a free and 
frank expression of my views and feelings on the 
subject, indicated in these declarations of my 
friends. 

I beg yon, therefore, to believe me, when I in- 
forin you that the personal interest which I feel in 
the selection of a candinate for the next presidency, 
is restricted to a consideration of the ultimate in- 
fluence it may have on the final success of those — 
great principles on which I have earnestly labored 
to administer this government—which 1 have ever 
believed, and still believe, essential to the free~ 
dom and happiness of our common country, and 
with which I have always been content to stand or 
fall. 

Althonght I might never feel myself at liberty to 
shrink from any and every responsibility whieh it 
may please the deinocracy of the United States to l 
impose on me,and which is consistent with the - 
respect due to the people on account of the high 
stations I have held by their choice, I should never- 
theless, be not merely as well, bnt better satisfied ` 
at seeing those great objects accomplished under i 
the auspices of some one of the numerous names | 
to be found in the ranks of democracy, whose talents, 
character ant services, though they richly merit, 
have not yet received, the highest rewards of the 
people. 

My political friends every where, will, I hope | 
and believe, do me the justice to regard this decla- 
ration, made in the fulness of a greatfnl heart, as. 
indicating with absolute sincerily the feeling by 
which Iam actuated. They are made ppon a consi- 
deration of the subject, so full and so mature, as to | 
exempt the views and opinions they express, as far 
as brlongs to human determination, from all liability 
to change. 

No one ean expect or shonld desire to be always 
in office under a government and institutions hke 
ours; and F have enjoyed that privilege long enough 
fo satisfy my utmost ambition. i 

With regard to that vital consideration, which, in 
the estimation of a well organized mind and an ho- 
nest heart, will always be inore deep and impressive 
than the mere trappings of office—l mean the con- 
sciousness of rectitude of purpose ard the estima- 
tion of fiiends—1 think T canrot be mistaken in be- 
lieving that 1 could, under no ciicumstanres, hope 
to do better. I, therefore, there be any political. 
supporters who are or who may hereafter be indue 
ed by any consideration personal to myself, by 
respect to my feelings under a snpposition that the 
have been wounded or embittered by a defeat incu 
red in defence of their principles, to. bring me fore 
ward again as a eandidate for re-election, I beg them: 
in justice to. myself, to dismiss all such motives 
from their minds. F cherish no such feelings, andi 
require no new proofs of the confidence and good 
will of those who lave sustained me in success and 
rallied around me in defeat. The circumstances 
under which the democracy of my native country, / 
of my native state, and of the sister states, have 
raised me {rom the fist to the last step of advances] 
ment, the opportunities they have atlorded me fo} 
exemplify to the world the prineiples by which 
have been governed, and the indomitable spirit wit 
which they have sustained me in the late struggle 
to baffle the exeitions and appliances of selfish and 
political interests combined against me, and against! 
the measures which I have uviforinly advocated, 
and in part succeeded in establishing, have imposed | 
npon me an obligation lasting as lile, and leave! 
ing on my heart a debt of gratitude 1 can never dis: 
cliarge. | 
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It will be time enough herealter for the democra- 
cy to designate ifs candidate, It is not to be dis- 
guised that feelings of personal kindness towards 
myself, and for which I eaunot be too grateful, have 
been among the motives for thus early disignating 
tne for the station lrom which I have just retired. 
This feeling constitutes a dangerous ingredient in 
politieal operations, and from no one could an at- 
tempt to check it proceed more properly than from 
myself. Preparations for the next presidential elec- 
tion are not, on this occasion, and at this crisis, 
liableto the ordinary objection of prejudging the 
conduct of the incumbent for the time being, inas- 
much as he will, at all events, retire at the expiration 
of the constitutional term. 

The most appropriate as well as most useful ex- 
ertion which can be made at this time by our lriends, 
is in adopting the best measures anil means in their 
power for the explanation and diffusion of their 
ptinciples, the detection of falsehoods, and. the diş. 
semination of truth among the great body of the 
people, leaving the selection of their candidate to a 
more suitable period. In the latter, the democracy 
never had less to apprehend from discussion atnong 
its members, since there has not, according to 
my best judziaent, ever been a moment when the 
noble and patriotic sentiment advanced by your 
distinguished representative, “every thing for the 
cause—nothing for men”—was so nuiversal among 
the supporters of our principles. 

In the efforts to be made by the great democracy 
of the United States for re-establishing the ascen- 
deney of their principles in the administration of the 
general government, I shall be placed, in many re- 
spects, by the station I have ocenpied and the known 
sentiments of the people in reference to the con- 
duct becoming the position in whieh I stand, in the 
situation of an observer only. But it will not, I 
assure you, be that of one indifferent to the result. 
I can uever, while I live, look on an unconcerned 
spectator where the great principles, to the esta- 
blishment of which I have devoted the best years of 
my life, and the success of which, I am assured, is 
essential to the welfare of my country are at issue, 
and my friends are struggling for their preservation 
with the stern energies o] men conscious of the 
justice of their cause, and annimated by the full as- 
surance of its ultimate triumph. 

Icannot close tliis communication without ex- 
pressing my sincere acknowledgments for the friend- 
ly expressions of regard and confidence conveyed 
in your letter, aud assuring you that they added 
mutch to the gratification Í received froin the honor- 
able testimonial by which it was accompanied. Re- 
spectfully your friend and tellow citizen, 

M. VAN BUREN. 


Tue McLeon case. The hon. J. J. Critten- 
den, attorney general of the United States, left the 
seat of government last week, and proceeded to 
Lockport, New York, in consequence ol the pend- 
ing trial there of McLeod. 

A correspondent of the New York American, 
says—*The conclusion having been adopted, that 
in the present state of this question it would be 
improper to arrest the proceedings before an inves- 
tigation into the circumstace of the offence of wbich 
he is accused, the following inquiry naturally pre- 
sents itself; whether the federal government has.a 
right to intervene, as the law now stands, for the 
protection of McLeod? 

That it has such a right under the constitution 
can searcely be doubted, when it is considered— 

Ist. That the federal government is invested with 
the exelusive power over all the foreign relations of | 
the country, and the states are prohibited from in- 
ierfering with them in any manner except wiih the 
express consent o congress. Art. 1, sec. 10. 

2d. All governineuts have, by the inlerent rights 
of sovereignty, the power to maintain those rights, 
aud to avenge or to exaet satisfaction for, or to par- 
don, as they taay eleet, any aggression npon thera 

, by other sovereign states or acting under their au- 
thority. 

3d. As aggressions of this character must neces- 
sarily become the subject of national intervention, 
and be repelled; or, tf requisite, satisfaction inust 
be exacted by the national arins; it follows that so 
far as the punishment or pardon vf such offences 
way form the object of negotiation with foreign 
powers, the jurisdiction of the federal government 
was intended by the constitution to control that of 
the states as to offences of this character. I do not 


far the 25th section of the judiciary act would au- 
thorise an appeal to the federal courts in case of 
conviction. Still, it is not probable that the execu- 
tive of a state would hesitate, if requested by the 
president, to postpone the execution of the sen- 
tence, until congress should pass the laws necessary 
to bring the question within the cognizance of the 
federal courts—either by appeal alter conviction, 
or by removing the cause before trial, ina mode 
similar to that provided in revenue cases by the act 
of 1833. 

The want of a law to carry the powers of the fe- 
deral government into efleet may prove a temporary 
embarrassment; but it can be easily remedied at 
the extra session—and the federal government will 
then possess the actual power, as well as the con- 
stitutional authority, of disposing of the qnestion. 
The manner in which that power is to be exercised 
will forin the next subject ot inquiry. J. B. 

Trial postponcd. In cousequeuce of an error com- 
mitted by the clerk of Niagara county, 1n drawing 
a jury for the term of the court to have commenced 
ou Monday, the terio would not be held, and the 
trial of McLeod will of necessity from this cause, 
independent ot others, be postponed till the next 
term of the court. 

General Scott was in Albany at the last dates, 
suffering fiom the effects ot his fall; but would pro- 
ceed, notwithstanding the postponement of the trial, 
to the frontier, where some indications were sup- 
posed to exist of a purpose of rescue, by lawless 
persons from the Canada shore. The precautionary 
measures taken will doubtless put an end to such 
projects, if entertained. 


Frontier DEFENCE. While we entertain no 
apprehension of any speedy, or even remote, col- 
lísion with Great Britain, we cannot but express 
our suprise and regret that so little interest appears 
to be felt for the protection of our northern frontier. 
From Buffalo to Mackinac—every foot of which is 
accessible to an enemy—there are not fifteen hun- 
dred troops stationed! Nor is a siugle foit or gar- 
rison—uot a single block house or breast work— 
nothing which wears the slightest appearance of a 
fortification! The whole border is perfectly, shame- 
lessly, exposed; while upon the opposite shore, there 
are nuinerous depots of war inunitions—forts, gar- 
risons, block honses, &c. well fortified and well 
manned. And within two days march of the lakes 
there are more than six thousand veteran, disciplin- 
ed troops, ready at a moments notice, to enter upon 
all tbe duties of sanguinary warfare. 

[ Detroit Adv. 


PRINTERS TO THE SENATE. The discharge of 
the publisbers of the Globe from the office of prin- 
ters to the senate was upon the ground that the of- 
fice held by them was an office at will, and that in 
accepting it they had received it with the implied 
condition that the duratiou of it might be deter- 
mined atany time. It was urged on the other side 
that a contract had been made between the parties 
which the senate had no right to aunul. On this 
point the remarks ol Mr. Bayard, of Delaware, will 
show the views entertained by a majority of the 
senate. (Balt. Amer. 


carried in germine the principle of its own dissolu- 
tion—a contract made wilh an officer who holds his 
office at the will of {he senate. He shonld like to 
know whether the employment of any officer was 
not a contract? It belonged to this class of con- 
tractors—‘afier you have performed the work, I 
will pay you. There was the contract; and in ac- 
cepting an office, which is itself an office at will, 
the person accepted it with this consideration—that 
he could be removed at any moment. It was a par- 
liamentary otfice, and all such were a£ will. No 
principle was better understood than that all par- 
liamentary offices ave af will. AH were at will. 
The speaker of the house of representatives was at 
will—they might remove him. Did not our col- 
lectors, districts attorneys, atid marshals, hold their 
office for a pertod of years, and yet with a defeasi- 
ble condition? 

“And what difference did the bond make? Did 
not their clerk give bond? And yet was he not 
removable? This was the effect aud operation of the 
bond—simply, inasmuch as they were charged with 
a very important duty, that they perform the duty 
with fidelity as long as they remain in office. That 
was all. There was the limitation of it. It was 


intend to say (hat the state courts are divested of] inthe nature of things—that if an officer holds his of- 


the power to iuquire into such offences, or that they | fice at 


will, the same condition goes with the con- 


may not try, convict and sentence persons accused | tract. He takes it subject to the necessary restric- 


of such crimes; nor doi mean to assert that, ander 
the laws as they now stand, the sentence may not 
be carried into effect. Tere is some doubt how 


tion, What, then, was the necessary con'ract? We 
will employ yon so long as agreeable for us, and 
pay you ata certain rate. And what did the other 


| neral in their character, 


contract.” 


. THE COTTON INTEREST, The subjoined adver- 
üisemeut, which we find in a London magazine, 
confirms the rumors for sometime prevalent in this 
country, relative to the formation of a large British 
company to promote the cultivation of cotton in the 
East Indies. 

. While on this subject it may not be uninterest- 
ing to furnish some estimates of the relative pro- 
portions uf cotton grown at this time in different 
parts of the world. We derive the-estimates from 
an able article in the Merchants’ Magazine for 
March, and they are to be considered as very ge- 
They show, nevertheless, 
that the cotton interest is one of the greatest mag- 
nitude throughout the globe. 

The entire growth of cotton in the world is com- 
puted at one thousand million of pounds. Of this 
amount, it is estimated, tbat five hundred and fitty 
million pounds are produced in the United States; 
thirty millions to Brazil; eight millions in the West 
Indies; twenty-seven millions in Egypt; thirty-six 
millions in the west of Africa; one hundred and 
ninety millions in the west of Asia; thirty-five mil- 
lions in Mexico and South America, exclusive of 
Biazil; and fourteen millions elsewhere. At ten 
cents per pound this crop wonld be worth one 
hundred millions of dollars. 

Of this asoount it is estimated that there are con- 
sumed or manufactured 


In England, 350,000,000 Ibs, 


the United States, 150,000,000 *- 
France, 80,000,000 <$ 
India and China, 250,000,000 ** 
South America and Mexico, 25,000,000 « 
Germany, 35,000,000 ** 
Turkey and Africa, 45,000,000 « 
Spain, 10,000,000 ** 


Prussia, 
And the remainder elsewhere. 
It is stated that the value of cotton manufactures 


20,000,000 ** 


in England is aunually $170,000,000 
In France, 70,000,000 
Iu the United States, 50,000,000 


The capital employed in the eastern states of the 
United States in the cotton manufacture in 1831, 
was $40,612,984. 

The following advertisement explains the cha- 
racter ol the projected enterprise of the British in 
the East Indies. 

East India Cotton company. 
in 20,000 shares of £25 each. 
per share. 

Bankers. Messrs. Glynn, Halifax; Mills & Co. 
London; Manchester aod Salford Bank, Manches- 
ter; Messrs. Beckett, Blayds & Co. Leeds. 

Solicitor. Messrs. Swain, Stevens & Co. Frede- 
rick’s-place, Old Jewry, and 10, Whitehall. 

The principal object of the East Iudia cotton 
company willbe to supply the English market with 
a cheaper and superior cotton of Indian growth, 
The overwhelming importance of this question, in 
relation to the manufacturer and the shipowner, 
was strikingly brought before the directors of tbe 


Capital £500,000, 
Deposite £2 10s. 


«What sort of contract was it? A contract which | East India company by a deputation from the Man- 


| chester chamber of commerce, on the presentation 


of a memorial which stated, “that the quantity of 
cotton importedinto Great Britain in the first eleven 
months of the year 1838, amounted to 1,374,316 


| bales, of the value of £14,000,000 sterling, in its 


unmanufaetured state, of which only 96,113 bales 
were from the East Indies, of the value of about 
£600,000, or only five per cent. ol the whole value 
of cotton imported, about ninety per cent. of our 
supply being drawn from foreign sources. That 
the value of the above quantity of cotton in its ma- 
nufactured state was £40,000,000 sterling per an- 
num, giving freight for 300,000 tons of shipping, 
and employment to upwards of 2,000,000 persons; 
and concluded by pointing to India as an availahle, 
and at the same time a more desirable source of 
supply. 

That a large profil is to be derived by improving 
the eulture of cotton in India, and preparing it for 
the English market, has been placed beyond a doubt 
by the successful results of the experiments re- 
cently made; the difference in quantity alone, its 
superior quality between the indigenous cotton 
raised without care, and such as is well enltivated, 
being in the same field, as five to one in favor of 
improved culture. 

It was evidently a conviction of the greatest in- 
terest at stake which induced the East India com- 
pany, (although prohibited themselves by the terms 
of their charter from trading of any kind), to pro- 
cure froin the United States, within the last twelve 
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months, at tbeir own cost, through the express | hunting. 


mission of captain Bayles, a body ol' experienced 


cotton planters, who are now on their way to India. | 


A deputation of the East India co!tou company 
have had iaterviews of a higlily encouraging nature 
with the late chairman and the deputy chairman of 
the East India company, the president of the board 
of contro} and board of trade, and the several parties 
in London, at Mancester, Liverpool, Glasgow, New- 
castle and Bristol, interested in this most important 
object, all of whom agree ia the urgent necessity 
that a company should he formed for the purpase 
of carrying ont this ohject—the establishment ot 
such a company being, in their judgment, caleulat- 
ed to iasure ample returns to parties embarking 
capital,a relief from foreign dependency, and a 
wide channel of profit and employmeat to British 
sbipping. : 

Applications for sbares and prospectuses, with 
the names of the provisional directors, to be made 
to the bankers, to the solicitors, or to the secretary, 
at the company's offices, 30 Bucklersbury, London. 

FnrzpEnICE MAXWELL Danson, secretary. 


THE GOVERNMENT STEAMER now building at 
the navy yard in this city, will be launched about 
the middle of next month. She is of beautiful mo- 
del, and judging from a hasty examination of her 
last week, she is as strong as oak and iren can 
make her. Preparations are making for getting 
her engine on board, and her hall is nearly finish- 
ed. Her copper is on, and the painters are at 
work on the bulwarks and men are preparing the 
“ways” for tbe launch. We learn from the Journal 
of Commerce, that her iron centre shalt and cranks 
are now on board of a tow boat in the North River, 
being the first attempt at making these parts of the 
machinery of wrought iron. The shaft is 19 inches 
in diameter and 10 feet long, and weighs 12,461 
Ibs. They are from the West Point foundary. 

[Philadelphia North Amer. 


Snacs IN THE Mississippi. Captain Lee, U. 
S. engineer writes to the chief engineer, colonel 
Totten, that the river Mississippi was never so 
clear of snags as at the close of 1528, and, indeed, 
tbe few that remained scattered over its length, 
can hardly be said to offer any obstruction. The 
wbole number that have been removed the past 
year, amounts to 5,085, and tlie number of trees 
felled from the falling banks to 1,183. Of these, 
4.097 snags and 167 trees liave been taken trom the 
Mississippi, and 950 snags and trees from the Ohio 
river, 

ARMY. 

The Savannah Republican of the 8th inst. says: 
the U. S. steamer Beaufort, is just in irom Florida, 
bringing usthe following interesting letter from one 
of our correspondents: 

Florida, March 8. 

GENTLEMEN: Another flower is added to the 
wreath that decks the brow of our gallant, but 
abnsed little army in Florida. The battle of Orange 
creek, by lieutenant Albertis, fought day before 
yesterday, though a small one, is seldom surpassed 
1n skill, brave and determined perseverance. While 
sitting in the door of his tent, at Fort Brooks, lieut. 
Albertis heard the crack of Indiaa rifles, immedi- 
ately succeeded by their yells, in the direction of 
Orange creek bridge. He mustered his men, aud 
found that, alter leaving a small guard at the fort, 
he conld command but twenly-three. With these 
he salfied forth, and by a hurried march, soon came 
upon the savages in large numbers, and poured upon 
them a shower ol balls and buck shot. This caus- 
ed the woods around to ring with their yells aad 
brought upon him what was evidently the whole 
band of Aleck Tustenuggee, long known to aumber 
from 70 to 100 warriors. Lieut. A. and his men 
returned the “war whoop” with imitated Indian fe- 
rocity, and tlius the battle razed for halt aa hour, 
when the Indiaus took to the hammock, leaving 
lieut. A. as he supposed, raster of the fiell—but it 
was a ruge to cut him oll [rom the fort; as the Ia- 
dians, stretching across in lis rear, soon attacked 
him with redoubled effort, but were azain drivento 
the hammock, with considerable Joss, as several 
were seen to fall and he canied off. By this time 
the aminunition was exhausted, and finding the or- 
derly sergeant, a corporal and three privates severe- 
ly wounded, lieut. Albertis returucd to the fort.— 
But he did not return to rest. He had not yet as- 
certained the cause of the first firing and alarm, and 
fearing for the fate of a sinall party sent by liim that 
morning to Fort Russell, five miles olf, for provi- 
sions, lie put his wounded into the block house and, 
with 18 soldiers again set out for the bridge, and 
passing the scene of his contest, soon came upon the 
dead body of corporal Loug,w lio had been ‘on pads” 


This accounted for the alarm. He theo 
crossed the bridge and hastened through the creek 
hammock, upon the edge of which he again received 
the salutation of his Iriend Tustenuggee from both 
sides of the road. Here the force and attack of the 
enemy was tremendous—their yells hideous and ter- 
rific. Two men killed and one wounded, fell in their 
tiacks, but the balance raised the war shout and re- 
turning the fire with the utinost courage, three or 
four of the red skins were seen to fall, and those in 
frout gave way before the little band of soldiers.— 
The Indians now collected in the pine barrens and 
skirt of the hammock, but uot being able ta retain 
their position, were driven from tree to tree aud 
irom bush to bush for a mile and a half, when they 
gave it up and returned into the hammock. At one 
time, during this last attack, the lieutenant much 
feared they would all be annihilated, but the cheer- 
ing, the coolness and tlie hravery of the little band, 
was unlooked-for by Tustenuggee’s warriors. 

This gallantry was worthy of a nobler field. As 
an instance of the coolness here displayed, private 
Lane, during the heat of the engagement, finding 
his gun missiog fire, was seen lo drop upon his knee 
aud taking out his screw-driver, removed the old 
flint, and inserting a new one, re-coiinenced firing 
more to his satisfaction. 

Fort Holmes, E. F. March 3. 

You are aware, I believe, that gen. Armistead 
has 380 men, women and children, ia at Tampa, 
who are to embark for Arkansas on or belore the 
10th inst. They are closely guarded night and 
day by a company of infantry and half a com- 
pany of dragoons,so that they cannot escape. Two 
tried it, and were shot down and bayonetted—one 
killed instantly and tlieother died from liis wounds. 
If gen. A. gets these Indians off, as I bave no doubt 
he will, it will be more than tias been done for taany 
a day. I approve most cordially of his plan, and 
think, if thoroughly seconded, would succeed better 
than any thus lar tried; but] am stillot the opinion, 
that both oa the score of economy aod humanity, a 
force of at least 20,000 men should be sent here. 
However, I think oar services, are likely soon to 
be exchanged for those which will “try inen's souls." 
We cannot long keep out of a war with England 
and preserve our honor. As much as I deprecate 
à war, (and, unltke my friend Mr. Norvell, though a 
military man, I do most sincerely “deprecate” one), 
l would ratber shed the last drop of my blood than 
subinit to the wrongs she has heaped upon us. Not 
only does she violently seize our territory, invade 
us and murder our iuoffering inhabitants, but at- 
tempt to dictate humanity to us in an affair that be- 
longs to another nation. Does the blood of ^76 run 
in our veins? Shall we then submit to what they 
fought fur? Our wrongs are almost as great. But 
I have wandered from my subject, which was to 
give you Florida news. Yours, truly. 


Lieutenant Albertis, who so galantly ent his 
way with 17 men through 100 Indiaas in Florida, 
and reached Fort Russel, with only one man killed 
and one man missing, js a practical printer. He 
was a few years ago editor and proprietor of a paper 
published at Martinsburg, Va. but afterwards re- 
ceived a commission ta the army from president 
Jackson. [Newburyport Herald. 


NAVY. 

The U.S. ship Cyaae, from the Mediterranean, 
and Dolphin and Grampus, from the coast, were at 
the Cape de Verd Islands o" the 9th of February. 

The steamer Colonel Harney. The United States 
steamer “Colonel Harney,” built at Baltitoore under 
the supervision of captain D. S. Miles, assistant 
quartermaster, left oa the 18th instant, for Pilatki, 
East Florida, via Norfolk, Charleston and Savannah. 
She had been detained some days in consequence 
ofthe weather. This boat is commanded hy capt. 
John Pearson, and her crew consists of one mate, 
two engineers, three firemen, one cook and five 
deck hands. Captain D. S Miles is a passenger 
on board, for Florida. 

Correspondence of the N. York American. 
U. S. brig Dolphin, Porto Praga bay, St. Jago, 
Cape de Verd Islands, Feb. 7, 1841. 

My pear srr: We sailed from the quarantine 
ground on the 5th November, ult. and after stopping 
at Madeira, and the Rio Nunez, arrived at Sierra 
Leone on the 10th January. The United States 
schooner Grampus joined us ia the Nunez, on the 
3tst December, which completed our squadron on 
tlie coast. 

We left Sierra Leone on the J4th January, in 
great haste, with twenty-six cases of Alrican fever 
upon our sick list, aad arrived here on the 28th, 
having been at sea lourteen days. Onr list increas- 
ed till the 20th, when it attained its height, and 
numbered forty four, including the captain, 1st 
licutenant and assistant surgeon, who were the only 


officers sick, Our ship presented the spectacle ofa 
perteet hospital, with the trunk for our dispensary 
—and we lost nine men on the passage with fever, 
viz: H. Green, J. Morris, C. Griswold, T. P. Ri- 
caud, J. Downy, W. E. Burns, G. Piles, J. Smith 
and Stephen Tryon; the two former jumped over- 
board in delirinm, and the four lormer are a boat- 
Sw ain's mate, a cooper, armorer and yeoman, a great 
hole in the list of our petty officers, aod which en- 
lirely breaks up our cruise. 

We lett the Grampus at Sierra Leone; she was 
to and did follow us on Saturday, the 16th ult. and 
arrived here on the 30th, being at sea just 14 days, 
the same time as ourselves—and what to us is a 
most remarkable coincidence, the greatest number 
upon her sick list at any one time was the same as 
ours, Just forty-four. 

The fever attacked her officers more generally 
than ours, and from poit fo port; Mr. Drake, (a imid- 
shipman, of Newark, N.J.) was in watch, and with 
the gunner, aad when she arrived here, the only 
officers not upon the list, were the captain, assistant 
surgeon and Mr. Drake; the two former were sick 
with fever for two days, and at the sarae time during 
the passage, anil the latter was left all alone, with 
the sole charge of the vessel. She lost butthree of 
her company, one of whora was her master, Mr. 
Albert Smith Whittier, (a passed midshipman, from 
Maine), who died and was buried at sea, on the 
night of the 23rd; he was an honor to his profession, 
and died universally regretted by all who knew hiia. 

It was our good fortune to find the United States 
sloop Cyane here, bonad on a cruise down (he coast, 
by whase officers we have been treated with every 
kindness and attention, and to whotn we feel very 
grateful, particularly to Drs. Hunter and Grier, 
whose assistance and attentions, as we were desti- 
tute of a surgeon, were invaluable. She is to touch 
at Sierra Leone and Monrovia, and sails thence for 
the West Indies and home. 

Our sick, and those of the Grampus, are ashore 
in the hospital and all, without a solitary exception, 
convalescent; some few have returned on board and 
are now doing light duty. The captain is staying 
witb Mr. Gardiner, our consul, and for the last 
three or four days, has walked out. The doctor 
and Mr. War:] (our Ist lieutenant) are also reco- 
vering rapidly, and will soon be again on duty. 

This climate, which is most delightful, has had 
the etfect of magic on our sick, and has done more 
towards their recovery than all the inedicines 
known. 

The Cyane is to remain here until we are again 
upon our legs, and to the exertions of her assistant 
surgeon (Dr. Grier, who is surgeoa of the hospital 
ashore) we are indebted to the early convalescence 
of the crew. 

We shall not be able to leave here before the Ist 
of March, and then, it is rnmored, we are to sail dì- 
rect for the West Indies, and thence home, where 
we shall probably arrive about the middle of May. 
The Gratapus is to return to the coast, and will be 
home about the middle of Jnly. I annex a list of 
the officers of the squadron, which our consul says 
is the largest (Ihe squadron, not the officers), Ame- 
rican one, ever before in this pert, and which you 
may rely on for its correctness. 

Of the U. States ship Cyane, viz: W. K. Lati- 
mer, commander; S. W. Godon, Ist lieutenant; S. 
E£. Hazard, 2d lieutenant; A. Taylor, 3rd lieutenant; 
B. M. Dove, 4th lientenant; Lewis B. Hunter, sur- 
geon; W. Grier, assistant surgeon; H. Bridge, par- 
ser; J.J. Almy. master; J. Major, professor of i0a- 
theroatics; W. Reid, passed midshipman; F. Alex- 
ander, E. Allen, G. B. Balch, F. W. Colby, A. 
McRae, €. W. Place and A. C. Rhind, midship- 
men; Geo, Cutte, captain’s clerk. 

Lieutenant F. B. Ellison and Mr. Goldsborough, 
are passengers home in the Cyane. 

Of the U. States schooner Grampus, viz: Jolin 
Stone Paine, lientenant cominanding; C. Tey wood, 
Ist lieutenant; J. P. Mason, assistant surgeon; A. 
S. Whittier, master, (died 25rd ultimo); J S. Pat- 
terson, passed midshipman; A. J. Drake, C. 5, 
Throckmorton, J. Ladd and A. MeLaughlin, mid- 
shipmen; George Paine, captain’s clerk. 

Of the U. States brig Dolphin, viz: C. H. Bell, 
comipander; J. H. Ward, Jst lientenant; T. W. 
lont, 2d lientenant; J. D. Gibson, purser, R W. 
Leecock, assistant surgeon; M. Woodhull and R. 
D. izard, passed midshipineu; J.J. Barry, C. H. 
B. Caldwell and P. Wager, nmidshipinen; T. N., 
Meeker, captain's clerk; Adam Young, master's 
mate, 

By the arrival yesterday, of an American brig 
from the river Gambia, which is to sail direct for 
Saleni, Massachusetts, to-morrow, l avail myself of 
the opportunity of sending you this scrawl, in tnl- 
filinent of a promise I made you just belore leaving 
the United States. 
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STATES OF THE UNION. 

Erections. The following states have nol yet 
chosen iepiesoríatives to the 27:h congress: 

Rhode Island, Connecticut, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Indiana, Ilinois and Missouri—twelve 
in all, 

Ot these, Connecticut and Virginia hold their 
election in April; all the others in August, except 
Maryland, whicli holds its in October, but the laws 
provide that in case of an extra session, as in this 
ease, the governor shall issue his proclamation for 
an election, and Mississippi, which holds its in No- 
vember. 

Authority may be vested in the executive of the 
other states to provide for a special election—though 
of that we have no positive knowledge, 

In New York à vaeaucy exista i the district 
lately represented by Francis Granger—which will 
be supplied by a special election. 

THE FUGITIVE QUESTION. New Yorkand Vir- 
gima. The Baltimore American says: The in- 
spection bill which recently passed the Virginia le- 
gislature, provides that any vessel whatever, owned 
in whole or in part, or commanded by any citizen 
or resident of the state of New York, or any vesse 
bound to any port in New York from Virginia, shall 
be aubject to inspection—foreigu and national ves- 
Sela excepted. 

The design of the inspection thus ordered is “io 
see that no slave ar person held to service in Virgi- 
nia, or persou charged with the comtnission of any 
crime, shall be concealed on board said vessel.’ 

The captain or owner of any such vessel depart. 
ing without inspection is subject ta a penalty, for 
the benefit ol’ any person who will aue for the same. 
Every vessel as above desciibed that euters within 
the limits of Virginia is to be taken possession of by 
the inspector, and to be held by him until a bond 
with two securities is given hy the captain or owner 
to secure the payment of any Judgment rendered on 
violation of the act. If the captain or owner cannot 
procure such a bond, then his promise, under oath, 
not to violate any of the conditions of the act, shall 
be sufficient. Every vessel is liable for the ex- 
penses of her inspection. 

The act is not to go into force until May, 1842. 
The gavernor is also authorised to suspend its ope- 
ration if the governor of New York shall comply 
with the requisitions of Virginia for the surrender of 
three persons demanded as fogitivea from justice, 
and if the New York law entitled “an act to extend 
the right of trial by jury,” shall be repealed. 

Thirty-eight members of the house voted against 
the bill, believing that it involved an infraction ot 
the eonstitution. It is certainly lo be regretted that 
some ineans could not be found for setting the dith- 
culty through the judicial tribunals of the country 

My. Robertson, of the house ol delegates, spoke 
of the bill, during the debate, in these terms: 

“I believe it to be in conflict with the constitution 
of the United States—contrary to sound policy— 
doing violence to the (riendly—nay, fraternal feel- 
ings which should prevail, which {am fully con- 
vinced do at this moment prevail, between tlie great 
body of the people of New York and Virginia—and 
as tending to loosen, and it may be, finally to sunder 
the bonds of our gloiious and now happy union. I 
repeat, sir, and wish to state it as my firm convic- 
tion, that the strongest feelings of regard towards 
one another, as well as of attachment to the union, 
pervades the great mass of the people of these two 
states. [look with confidence to that feeling to at- 
ford us that redress whieh is due alike to our rights 
and to our safety. That feeling will doubtless be 
wounded, hrutsed, by the passage of this bill: but T 
confide in the strength of it to overcome the tenden- 
cies of this measure, that are adverse toan amicable 
adjustinent, and to render us justice in spite of the 
impediments it is calculated to interpose "' 

House of delegates of Virginia. On the 19th, the 
following resolution was submitted to the liouse of 
delegates, by Mr, May: 

“Whereas it appeais, that the governor of New 
York hath demanded of the governor of Virginia, a 
fugitive trom justice, legally charzed with erinie in 
that state, aud now confioed in this; and that such 
detaand hath been made in conformity with ihe eon- 
&litution and laws of the United States; but that the 
governor of this state considering that the governor 
of New York, has very recently refused to comply 
with a similar demand upon him, made by this state, 
he deeined it proper to decline or the preseut to 
surrender the said fugitive. And while the general 
assembly hath fnil confilence, that the coarse adopt- 
ed by our governor hath proceeded from an axious 
and pattiotie desire to induce the state of New Ycrk 
to comply with the constitutional obligations to this 
state;yet asthe general ussembly hath solemnly 
protested against the conduct of tliat state on the 


occasion alluded to, as a palpable violation of those 
obligations; and has maintained and still maintains 
that itis the duty ol the executive of each state to 
suirender fugitives legally charged with crime, 
when properly demanded by any other state, is one 
imperiously enjoined by the coustitution and laws: 

“ Resolved therefore by the general assembly, That 
in its opinion, any lugilive legally charged with 
crime and demanded by the governor of New York, 
according to the constitution and laws of the U. S. 
ought to be surrendered notwithstanding the refusal 
of the governor of that state to act in a similar cage.” 

On Mr. Bayly's motion, the resolution was laid 
upon the table. 

This resolution was followed by another on the 
motion of Mr. Tayloe, of King George, which was 
adopted, viz: That the governor be requested to 
communicate the late executive order respecting a 
demand made by the governor of New York far the 
surrender ol a fugitive froin justice; and the reasons 
for his refusal to comply with such deinaud aud a 
copy of the demand. 

In the comse of the morniug’s session, the follow- 
ing communication was received irom the governor: 

** [Execulive department, March 19, 1811. 

“Sin: I have just received a copy of a resolution 
adopted this day by tlie house of delegates, request- 
ing me to “communicate tlie late executive order 
respecting a deman made by the governor of New 
York for the surrender of a fugitive from justice, 
and the reasons for iny refusal to comply with such 
demand, and a copy of the demand,” 

SI accordingly transmit a copy of the order of 
this department of the 16th inst. and of the demand 
of the governor of New York, from which it will be 
perceived that I have deemed it my duty to suspend 


a compliance with the demand of the governor of; 


New York, until the governor of New York shall 
reconsider his refusal to comply with a previous si- 
milar demand on behalf of this state. 

“It is presumed that tbe origin and progress of 
this controversy with the state of New York are 
familiar to the house of delegates; and itis therefore 
hoped that the documents now communicated will 
satisfactorily respond to their resolution. Should 
the house of delegates or the general assembly, 
however, deem it their duty to take any farther ac- 
tion in reference to the course of this department, it 
may be consistent with their sense of justice to af- 
ford an opportunity of assigning more in detail the 
reasons and responsibilities which have intluenced 
my conduct.  Yoar obedient servant, 

i THOMAS W. GILMER. 

To the speaker of the house of delegates. 

The aceompanying documents are, 1st the follow- 
ing demand of the governor of New York. 

“William H. Seward, governor of the state of N. 
York, to his excellency the governor of Virginia: 

“It appears by the annexed papers. duly authen- 
ticated according to the laws of our state, that Ro- 
bert F. Curry slaads charged in this state with the 
crime of lorrery—and it has been represented to 
me, that he has fled trom the justice of this state and 
has taken refuge within the state of Virginia— 

“Now, therefore, pursuant to the provisions of the 
constitution and laws of the United States, in such 
cases made aud provided, I do hereby require, that 
the said Robert F. Curry be apprehended and deli- 
vered to John D. Dix, of Ithaca, who is hereby duly 
antliorised to receive him, and convey him to the 
state of N. York, there to be dealt with according to 
law. 

“Tn testimony whereof, 1 have hereunto affixed 
my name, and the privy seal of the state, this 
(r. s.]25th day of February, in the year of our Lord 
1841. WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 
By the governo? 

Sumuel Blaichford, private secretary. 

The other docitinent, accompanying the gover- 
nor's letter, was the executive order declining the 
surrender for the present. 

In relation to thia subject the Richmond Enquirer 
of the 10th inst. says: 

“There is some diversity of opinion—much was 
said in the house of delegates yesterday (both morr- 
ing and evening) —about the course of the governor 
of Virginia in relation to Curry. There seems, 
however, to be but one opinion as to the high and 
manty motives by which he has been actuated.— 
Those who differ most with the governor, are among 
the first to adinire his spirit and his patriotism,.— 
Many sincerely regret his course, some approve; 
none harshly condemn him. A decided majority ol 
the bonse of delegates seein to regret his decision, 
and will probably pass some resolution to that effect. 
But not a friend of the inspection bill veers one iota 
in his deterinination to carry out its provisions, and 
vindicate our constitutional rights. 

Resignation of the governor of Virginia. We 
were somewhat astonished to perceive by Rich- 
mond papers received yesterday, that the action of 


the legislature of Virginia iu relerence to the con- 
troversy with New York, had led to the resiznation 
of the governor of that commonwealth. The rea- 
son of the adoption of this course may be stated in 
a very few words:—New York in the first place re- 
fused to give up fugitives from justice, when de- 
inanded by Virginia, and when a similar demand 
was made by New York, gov, Gilmer, of Virginia, 
applied the “lex talionis,” and refused to give up 
an indicted forger. The legislature of Virginia, 
upon reviewing the cirenmstanecs of the refusal of 
gov. Gilioer, came to the conclusion that the go- 
vernor acted wrong, and so expressed it in a reso- 
lution, adopted with singular unanimity. The go- 
vernor, therefore, finding that he could not consci- 
entiously reflect the views ol the legislature, in this 
very inportant matter, immediately resigned his 
place. This took place on Saturday, and the le- 
gislature were to meet on Monday to choose a sue- 
cessor. We shall be disappointed if this event 
does not occasion a deeper sense ol the injustice of 
the eonduet of the authorities of New York, not 
only towards Virginia, but to the whole south. It 
will awaken a feeling whicli it will not be easy to 
repress. The south, under the national compact, 
has rights which may not be invaded without dan- 


iger, To use a common axiom, ‘the last drop will 


overflow the bucket,” and there is cause for appre- 
hension that the last drop is coming on apace.— 
May heaven avert the consequences! 

The legislature of this state, on Monday, ad- 
journed sine die, without going into the election of 
a chief magistrate; so the Old Dominion is now 


withont a commander. Scenes of considerable ex- 
citement took plaee previous to tke adjournment, 
which, says the Compiler, “were unworthy the 
membeis of the Virginia legislature? 

Intinors Anp Missourr rirricULTIES. The 
Alton ‘Telegraph, in speaking of the prohibition hy 
the citizens of Iliinois, of any further work on tiie 
pier, north of Bloody Island, says: We learn that 
two pieces of ordnance left this place for Illinois 
town, opposite St. Louis, where a number of men 
are assembled for the purpose of resisting any en- 
croachinent which may be attempted against the 
rights aud sovereignty ot this state, or the property 
of her citizens. The hope is indulged that steps 
will be promptly taken to prevent a resort to force. 

(St. Louis Republican. 


STATE CREDIT. Joel Crawford, esq. of Geor- 
gia, who a year or two since, visited Eogland for 
the purpose of negotiating a loan on the bonds of 
Georgia, wrote as follows to a coturoittee of the le- 
gislaluie of that state on the 14th of Nov. 1840: 

“The leading ohject at which the legislature of 
Georgia shonlt now aim, with a view to carry on 
her publie works, is the establishment of a high state 
eredit; and I take leave to assure you, irom much 
intercourse with capitalists on both sides of the At- 
lantic, that adequate and stable revenue laws are 
absolutely indispensable. They have not, or ought 
not to have any confidence in pledges of bank divi- 
dends or bank capital. They apprehend that the 
state governments dare not tax the people to raise 
the means of thaintaining the pnblic faith, and 
therefore they will not rely on it. But let the state 
of Georgia impose the requisite tax, and such an 
earnest is given of her honest and resolute purpose 
to pay her debts, as will at once dispel all doubts.” 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

Fast day. Governor Page has appointed the 15th 
of April, to be ohserved throughout the state as a 
day of humiliation, fasting and prayer, 

MASSACHUSETTS, 

Boston punctuality. Mr. Bancroft, the present 
collector of the port of Boston, will retire from his 
otfice March 21, that is at the close of the present 
quarter. lt isa remarkable fact that while Mr. 
Bancroft has collected more than ten millions of 
dollars of revenue, every bond which bas been 
taken by him and has fallen due, is discharged.— 
There is not now a single instance ol delault on the 
part of any merchant during his official term. Such 
a result, it is believed, has never occurred for any 
other period of the same length of time. Jt is most 
honorable testimony to the character of the Boston 
merchanta now on the stage. 

Legislature. ln the honse, on Tuesday morning, 
a resolve to authorise the treasurer to borrow 
$70,000, in anticipation of the revenue, passed to 
he engrossed. A bill to give the Commonwealth 
bank further time to close its concerns, passed to a 
third reading; and a resolve from the senate to pay 
the clerks ot the two branches $10 per diem, waa 
rejected alter its third reading. 

At EE A. M. the two hranches tet in convention 
for the purpose of choosing four directors of the 
Western rail read. The choice fell upon Parker 
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L. Hall, ot Pittsfield, John W. Lincoln, of Worces- { seein, from the statements before the senate, to have 


ter, John Howard, of Springfield, WwW 
Newton. 

Tie bill from the louse to abolish imprisonment 
tor debt in this coiamonwealth, was on Monday af- 
ternoon postponed to the next session. 

The legislature were to adjourn on Wednesday 
last. 

In the house, this morning, a motion to reconsi- 
der the vote which rejected the bill froin the senate, 
relating to intermarriage between persons of differ- 
ent races, was lost, 133 to 108. [Baston Tran. 

The tariff. In the house of representatives on 
the 9th inst. the following preamble and resolutions 
were reported by Mr. Bigelow, of Boston, froia 
the committee on manufactures: 

Whereas, a ctisis has arrived, which seems to 
demand a careful revision of the various measures 
of public poliey heretofore pursued by the federal 
government: among which the laws regulating trade 
and imposing duties upon imports are of great im- 
portance, involving as they do, the interests of the 
industrious and laboring classes of the country; and 
whereas, certain resolutions of the legistature of the 
states of Connecticut'and Alabama have been sub- 
mitted to this legislature, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing an expression of the opinions of the representa- 
tives of the people of this commonwealth, upon a 
subject of such importance to their interests and 
prosperity, therefore, 

Resolved, That a sound and wise policy seems to 
require oí the federal government, in raising a rc- 
venue by the assessinent of duties upon imports, to 
discriminate between those articles which come in 
competition with the products and manufactures of 
our country, and those which are exclusively the 
products and manufactures of foreign countries; in 
order tbat these duties may be so levied as to en- 
courage domestic productions and aid the laboring 
classes vf our own country. 

Resolved, That a just discrimination in the as- 
sessment of duties, by favoring all tbe great inter- 
ests which are promoted by a division of labor, and 
without raising unnecessary or extravagant reve- 
nues or resorting to high duties, will be of univer- 
sal benefit to all sections of this great country, abd 
to all classes ol its laboring and industrious citizens; 
and is the only system which can harmonize public 
opinion, and at the same time, secure to the people 
that encouragement and protection in the diversifi- 
vd pursuits ot labor which they have a right to ask 
of the general government. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor he 
requested to transmit a copy of these resolves to the 
governors of the several states, and also to each of 
fhe senators and representatives of thia common- 
wealth in congress. 

NEW YORK. 

A singular divorce case. The records of (he pro- 
ceedings of the legislatures of some cf the states 
present frequent cases of the dissolution ot the mar- 
riage contract by legislative enactment, anu neces- 
sarily, when that mode is resorted to, without strict 
adherance to any general principle or well settled 
judicial rule. In this state, the practice has wisely 

een to confine such applications to the court of 
chanceiy, where they are decided upon a uniform 
and rigid construction of the statute. 

A case is now pending before the New York 
senate, liowever, which is quite peculiar in its fea- 
tures. The common law fixes the “age ol con- 
sent,” as itis termed, at 12 years for a female.— 
Soine years since, the statute law of tliis state vari- 
ed that age of consent to L4 years, and at the same 
time declared it a felonious offence to marry a fe- 
male under that age, without the consent of ber pa- 
rents or guardians. Subsequently, the statute was 
amended, so as to restore the coininon. law rule of 
12 years of age as the period when a female be- 
comes legally marriazeable; but the penalty against 
clundestinely marrying a teinale less than 14 years 
of age was inadvertently left in force. 

During the autura of 1833, a daughter of a citizen 
of Stephentown, Rennselaer county, aged about 13 
years, attended the common school of the district in 
which he resided, and when going and returning 
was in the habit of calling at a neighbor’s house on 
the way. The mistress of this house seems to have 
been an inveterate match maker, and she so filled 
the simple girl’s mind with notions of matrimony, 
having reference to a particular young man of her 
acquaintance, as to prepare her to take that impor- 
tant step at the fiist convenient opportunity. 

In the course of eventa, the father and mother of 
the girl were absent from their residence, at a fu- 
neral, which would detain them tor nearly a day, 
and this occasion was iinproved by the husband of 
the officious match maker, and others, to persuade 
their victim, (though not without much hesitation 
on her part), to ride to a clerzytnan's in the vicini- 
ty, and be married to the young man—who would 


‘ 


m. Jackson, of, played but a secondary part in the aflair. 


Resulting from these proceedings was the indiet- 
went of the eonspiritois, and the sentence of the 
husband to the state prison. Meanwhile, the wife 
is such, in the eyes of the law; although the punish- 
inent of the husband pronounces her still under the 
control of her parents. To put an end to this double 
and incompatible relation, legistative action seems 
to be necessary. 

A bill for that purpose was repurted by Mr. Strong, 
fiom the judiciary committee, and was before the 
committee of the whole on Tuesday, but was te- 
committed on Friday, lor the purpose of having the 
facts spread upon the journals in a formal report, 
lest the case should be drawn into a precedent. 

(Albany Argus. 

J. Phillips Phenix, esq. on Monday evening re- 
ceived the nomination of the whig convention, as 
the candidate of that party for mayor of New York 
at the next clection. 

A letter from New York, March 17, says: An 
express arrived in the city last nigh! irom Albany, 
bringing news of the return of gov. Seward, and of 
his signature to the bill abolishing all preferences in 
cases of protested notes upon the tree banks. All 
bill holders are to be treated alike, and the brokers 
have no inducements now to break down the banks 
by panics and purchase of hills. The legislative 
proceedings are not of any additional importance. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Another anthracite furnuce. The Miners’ Jour- 
nal states that one of the larger class of. antbracite 
furnaces, ‘recently erected at Danville, by Messrs. 
Biddle, Chambers & Co. was blown in a few days 
since under the superintendence ofa Pennsylvania 
charcoal furnace man, and is now doing well—with 
a lair prospect of running out from eighty to one 
hundred tons of taetal weekly. This is the third 
anthracite furnace in operation in Danville. 

Bunks. The following tabular statement, as pre- 
pared by the Harrisburg reporter, from the autho- 
rised returns to the auditor general of Pennsylvania, 
exhibits an aggregate view of the resonrees and 
liabilities of all the banks in this state, exclusive of 
the U.S. bank. The returns froro which it was 
taken, are made up to the first discount day in Oc- 
tober, 18-40: 


Resources. 

Notes and bills discounted, $28,076,283 66 
Specie, 4,165,512 38 
Notes and checks of other banks, 8,502,766 54 
Due by other banks, 1,193,135 35 
Real estate, &c, &c. 2,504,865 93 
Expenses, 155,926 09 
Bilis of exchange, 644,413 95 
Btocks, 3,173,985 80 
Loans to common wealth, 1,274,002 V4 
Miscellaneous, 2,803,603 93 

Total resources, $58,994,365 80 


Liabilities. 


Capital stock paid in, $24,614,259 48 
Notes in circulation, 8,852,227 47 
Due to other banks, 8,830,867 3: 
Due depositors, 12,050.817 60 
Dividends on hand, 125,435 09 
Contingent fund, 1,725,080 51 
Profit and loss, 414.692 90 
Discounts, exchange. &c. 697,175 82 
Due to commonwealth, 291,752 49 
Loans and bonds—none. 
Miscellaneous, 1.112.027 11 
Total liabilities, $58 994,365 80 


In the lower house of the legislature, on Fri- 
day the 12th inst, the bill (or the relief of the banks, 
reported by Mr. Hinchman, was lost. On the 
question of the adoption o? the 3st section,—which 
suspends the penalties of the resumption reso!u- 
tions of 1810 fora refusal to pay specie, until the 
15th day of May 1843,—the vote stood 42 yeas, to 
43 nays. A motion to reconsiter this vote was 
afterwards made, and lost, by yeas 46, nays 47. In 


the senate, Mr. Spaekinan?s bill for the reliel of | 


the banks las passed to a second reading. 

Tavern licences, The temperance bill. The vote 
on this bill, whieh was lost in the louse a day or 
two since, was reconsidered yesterday with tri- 
fling amendments which were concurred in by the 
senate. The bill requires that all application for 
licenses, with the names of who petition for the same 
shall be published in the public papers; and it in- 
creases the tax on licenses considerably. This 
will be likely to thin off tippling shops very ma- 
terially but will not effect, in the least the interests 
ol respectable houses, Though they may have to 
pay a much heavier tax, their business will be 
greatly increased, which will more than compen- 
sate them for the increase of tax. 


good one, and will give the cause of temperance 
and decency an impetus not easily overcome. 

Mr. Penrose’s resignation. In thesenate on Sa- 
turday the 13th inst. Mr. Penrose, in pursuance 
of a purpose some days since announced, resigned 
the office of speaker of that body. His address on 
the occasion was touching and appropriate. On 
Mr. Penrose retiring fiom the chair, the senate 
proceeded to elect a successor, when John H. 
Ewing, (whig) of Washington county, was chosen 
speaker on the first ballot. The vote was for Ew- 
ing 18; Coplan, (V. B.) 7. Seattering 9. 

Finances. In the senate on Saturday the 15th 
inst. Mr. Reed, from the committee on finance, 
made a rep&t embracing among other matters an 
estimate of the probable receipts, from various 
sources of revenue, together witb the amount of 
interest that will be payable, during the coming 
year, It appears from this report that, the amount 
received fast year, pledged to the interest fund, was 
as follows: 


Auction duties $77,925 
Collateral inheritance tax 13,548 

Dividends on turnpike, bridge and navi- 
gation stock 38,850 
Canal aud rail road tolls 859,568 
$991,891 


The estimate uf the state treasurer, for 1841, 
which in most particulars the committee believe to 
he justified by reasonable calculation, is as fullows: 


Anction duties $73,000 
Collateral inheritance tox 24,000 

Dividends on turnpike, biidge and navi- 
gation stock 37,000 
Canal and rail road tolls 855,000 
State fax under act 11th June, 1840 500,000 
$1,489,000 


The amount of interest which will be payable dur- 
ing the year ending Feb, 1, 1542, will be 
$1,660,000 
To which iust be added, premium on 
specie at 7 per cent. assumed to bea 


fair average 116,200 
$1,776,200 

Deduct amount appropriated to interest 
fund 1,139,000 
Deficiency at end of fiscal year $287,200 


To meet this deficiency, the committee propose 
to add to the interest fund, the following revenue: 


Tax on retailers’ licenses, (estimated ) $80,000 
Auction commissions 23,000 
Tax on writs 35,000 
Tavern licenses 55 000 
Land office fees & 2000 

$232,500 


Leaving a deficiency of but $54,700 in the inte- 
rest fund. Jt is believed by the committee that the 
receipt from taxes under the act of 1840, even with 
the present very defective system of assessment, 
will exceed the amount above stated. From the 


| best judginent they can form, they are of opinion 


that the receipts from that source during the year 
will be $300,000, which would leave asurplus of 
$245,300 to be applied to the sinking fund. It a 
change be effected in the assessments thronghout 
the state, the receipts may be for the next year 
estimated at $1,000,000, giving asurplus of 445,300 
dollars. 

The following abstract of the “bill for the belter 
securing of the payinent of the interest on the pub- 
lic debt, and for the creation of a sinking fund,” as 
reported by Mr. Reed, from the committee on 
finance, is given in the Telegraph of yesterday. 
The bill passed the committee of the whole on 
Monday. 

Sec 1. That the state treasurer on the receipt of 
income specifically set apart from this tuad, shall 
deposite itin the Bank of Pennsylvania, and the 
commissioners of tund to be governor, chief jns- 
tice and state treasurer. 

Sec. 2. The interest of state debt to he paid in 
specie, semi-yearly, and the excess to be applied to 
the purchase of $200,000 per year of stale stock. 

Sec. 3. Anact to be laid betore the legislature 
annually. 

Sec. 4. The banks to pay dralts of commissioners 
in specie or current funds. 

Sec. 6. How commissioners shall aet in cases of 
vacancy. 

Sec. 6. Every description of revenue set apait 
for the use of this fund, except the portions neces- 
sary to carry on the governmental functions. 

DELAWARE. 
Surplus. The state of Delaware has a surplus of 


The Lillis a] one milion and a half of dollars. 
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MARYLAND. 

Extra session. Tue legislature re asseinbled on 
the 24th iust. in virtue of the governor’s proelauna- 
tion. 

Congressional candidates. Mr, Jenifer's declina 
tion. To the voters of. the seventh congressional dis- 
trict of Maryland. My object in addressing yon is 
to announce my intention of declining to be a can- 
didate for re-election. 

Having been honored by your confidence four 
terms in the house of representatives of the United 
States, I cannot permit the political relations which 
have so long existed between us to be severed with- 
out tendering my sincere acknowledgments for the 
kindness you have repeatedly bestowed, and the in- 
dulgence I have always received at your hands. 

To my political friends I owe muelh, which can 
only be repaid by a deep sense of gratitude, which 
I shall ever entertain. 

That my political course should have been ap- 
proved, and the sentiments I have expressed should 
lave met your approbation, is an ample reward for 
any saciifices Linay have made or difficulties en- 
countered. 

By your efforts, in common with those of the 
whigs generally, a great revolution has been effect- 
ed, a new era commeneed, which bids fair for the 
future honor and prosperity of the country. 

Believing that the present condition ot affairs is 
such as to require that congress should be convened 
before the usual period ot its meeting, I have deem- 
ed it proper thus early to advise you of my inten- 
tion, so that an opportunity may be afforded of se- 
lecting a successor. 

In taking leave of you, as a representative, i 
should do injustice to my own feelings were 1 to 
omit the expression of my sineere thanks for the 
very many evidences of kind personal regard 1 have 
received from my political opponents generally. 

March 10, 1841. DANIEL JENIFER. 

To the voters of the Ath congressional district The 
president of the United States having issued his pro- 
clamation, convening congress on the 31st of May 
next, an election of representatives from the state of 
Maryland must be held previous to that day. Itis 
to be presumed, therefore, that your attention will 
be immediately directed to the selection of eandi- 
dates for this district; and as many of my partial 
friends have expressed to me their desire lor my 
continuance in congress, | feel it to be my duty 
publicly to announce that I have long since deter- 
mined not to be a candidate for re-election. 

With the most profound gratitude for the honor 
you have already conferred in electing tne one of 
your representatives in the 26th congress, 1 remain 
your fellow citizen, JAMES CARROLL. 

Baltimore, March 18, 1841. 

VIRGINIA. 

The Richmond Enquirer, has the following let- 
ler addressed to the editor, dated Tappahannock, 
Mareh 16th. 

I forward the enclosed letter from Mr. R. M. T. 
Hunter, with a request that it may be published in 
the Euquirer. 

“Mr. Hunter and Mr. Braxton were at our court 
yesterday, and both addressed the people at length. 
Mr. H. during his address, declined the cortest, as 
he did at Caroline; but during the evening, he ac- 
cepts a nomination tendered him by a meeting com- 
posed of both parties, so that he is again fauly in 
the ficld, and pledged, as Il understand him, to go 
through the canvass. 

“The nationals will scarcely carry for Corbin 
more than one-half of the whigs in this county, and 
Hunter will get all the balance, viz: the state rights 
portion, together with a decided majority of the re- 
publicans. 

“After the nomination of Mr. H. by the meeting 
yesterday, it was insisted on by the repuhiicans, 
ihat as the meeting«had united on principle. alone, 
in the nomination of a candidate for congress, It was 
equally proper that they should all unite on principle 
for a candidate forthe county; and accordingly, eol. 
James Wright was selected, who has accepted the 
nomination. Col. Wright is fally and heartily with 
us, and it is thought will be very troublesome to his 
opponent, Mr. James Semple, a national whig, who 
took the field in December last, and has been walk- 
ing over the course ever since.” 

Loyd’s Essex, March 5th, 1811. 
To Messrs. Benj. F. Taliaferro, William A. IWrighl, 
L. Hawes and R. M. Davis: 

Gentlemen: 1 received your letter announcing the 
high bonor which the convention at Croxton’s 
springs had offered me a lew days betore the last 
Caroline court. I replied to it then in a public ad- 
dress at the Bowling Green, but to avoid tmiscon- 
struction, I beg leave also to respond to it also in 
writing. 

My sole object in presenting myself to the district 
bad been to endeavor to eflect a union between 


those republicans of both parties who agree on prin- 
ciple with each adur ane woh mysi D eua! 
upon seeing fiends of bal pare that an accept: 
ance oí the noiwinalion which was tendered me 
would, under the circumstances, be considered by 
many as a departure from the position which I had 
taken in the letter announcing myself asa eandi- 
date. That I wight not therelore produce division 
among friends ot both parties, whom I had sought 
to unite, and also to prevent my name from pro- 
dueing further embarrassment amongst those who 
had generously nominated me, 1 felt bound to with- 
draw from the canvass. This determination I an- 
nounced on that day, and while I felt bound to make 
no effort to obtain office at the expense ol my 
friends of either party, I retired with the most grate- 
ful consideration of the high honor which you and 
those whom you represent had offered. With warin 
thanks both fo you and to them, I am most respect- 
fully, your obedient servant, R. M. T. HUNTER. 
TENNESSEE. 

Congressional candidates. 2d district, Wm. T. 
Senter, esq. has been nominated for congress by the 
whigs in conven!ion. 

8d district. Hon. Joseph L. Williams, the pre- 
sent representative, it is understood, will be the 
candidate of the whigs for re-election. 

4th district. Col. Thomas J. Campbell, late whig 
elector, has been unanimorisly nominated by the 
whig convention to be tlie candidate for congress 
against the present incninbent, J. W. Blackwell. 

6th district. The bon. Wm. B. Campbell is a 
candidate for re-election; so is also the hon. Mere- 
dith P. Gentry, in the eighth. 

12ih district. Milton Brown, esq. has received 
the nnanimous vote ol the whig convention for 
congress. 

13th district. The hon. C. H. Williams is an- 
nounced as a eandidate for re-election. 

Zebulon Payne, the murderer of Coltrart, arrived 
here day before yesterday, on the steamboat Rio, 
trom New Orleans, in custody of the gentleman who | 
had arrested him in Galveston, Texas, who im- 
inediately proceeded with him to Winchester, where 
lie will remain in durance until trial. Too much 
praise cannot be awarded to the energy and perse- 
verance of those who have thus succeeded in bring- 
ing this fugitive back where he will be made to an- 
swer the outraged laws for the inhuman butchery. 

[Nashville Banner. 
ILLINOIS. 

The Legislature adjouined sine die on the Ist inst. 
Arong its acts was one, for legalizing the suspen- 
sion by the state bank. 

Another of the laws passed, was one authorising 
a company to construct a rail road from Springfield, 
via Berlin to Aiton. Another law, requires their 
completion of the rail road between Springfield and | 
tbe Illinois river. 

INDIANA. 

The state debt is upwards of fourteen millions of 
dollais. It has been increased more than one mil- 
lion dollars by the payment of interest. 


———————— 
INVENTIONS—IMPROVEMENTS. 

PrAmsow'scANNoN. The Newbnryport Herald | 
says tbat Michael Pearson of that town, has reeent- 
ly invented a very ingenious cannon, capable of 
Being discharged with three times the speed of the 
comion cannon, and by half the number of men 
usually required. Tt is his intention to preseutit to 
the departinent at Washington. 


GREAT IRON STEAMER. The great iron steam 
ship now being built at Bristol, will probably com- | 
bine a greater numher and variety of untried prin- 
ciples than were ever before united in any one en- 
terprise of the same magnitude and importance 
The vessel herse/f—her enormous maguitude— 
(about 3,600 tons 1t ts said )—her inaterial— (plate 
iron)—her engines, nearly twelve hundied horse 
nominal power—cylinders one hundred and twenty 
iuches in diameter!—no piston rods!—no beams!— 
the connecting rod laying hold immediately on the 
piston and a moveable hollow casing playing through 
a stuffing box in top of the piston to give play to 
the said connectiag rod!—an unlimited application 
of the expansive principle!—and to ciuwn all no 
paddle wheels, no paddle boxes projecting from 
her vast sides!—no apparent propelling power, but 
an unseen agent revolving under her keel aud en- 
abling her to 

Walk the water like a thing of life. 

Verily, verily, we live in anage of wonders, and il 
the mechanical genius of the era give safe birth to 
this creature of its conception, and foster her into 


vigorous maturity, it will be difficult henceforward 
to set any bounds to locomotion over the waters of 
the deep. _ N 
Oneand one only obvious improvement remains, to 
give grace and beauly as well as speed and power to 


the steam ship. Remove the funnel ——annihilate the 
smoke, "Tas is da diom bus anspracticabl o 0! 
thier use of the funniest ts U precuce vile nece 
draft an the furnaces. This draft nay be produced by 
a tanner anda variety ol'otber expedients well known 
to engineers and the products of combustion may be 
blown into the sea. 

Do this and you will restore to the ship that won- 
drous divinity and grace, all those pictnresque qua- 
tities which have rendered here the favorite theme 
of the poet and the artist, and you will at the same 
time remove one of those parts of the machinery 
(if the chimney can be so called) which is most 
vulnerable in war steamers, (Pail. Gaz. 


NEW PROCESS OF COPYING STATUES. An in- 
genious instrument, ascribed to M. Collas, has been 
invented in France, which professes to copy, with- 
out the assistance of an artist, and with extreme 
correctness, any medal, has-1elief, or statue, whe- 
ther of wax, plaster, wood, marble, or metal; to 
reduce or enlarge its dimensions withont impairing 
the harmony of its proportions and to eopy it on 
wood, stone, ivory or marble, with an accuracy such 
that the artist himself could not distinguish the 
original frou the copy. All this the Collas process 
is staled to accomplish easily and at an inconsider- 
able eost. “We have already admired," says a 
Paris journal, “the bas-reliefs of the Parthenon, the 
originals of which are ia London; the Venus of Milo, 
still so beautiful, despite of her mutilation; and se- 
veral other pieeious models, reduced to proportions 
of two-filths ora half, witha truth scarcely coneciv- 
able. The Parthenon metopes, those venerable 
monuments of art at its origin, are moulded in plas- 
ter, with their pairts worn by time aud their innti- 
lated projeetures. We have also remarked several 
large bas-reliefs reduced upon steatite the propor- 
tions of a cameo. Nothing is wanting in them. The 
most fugitive details of the model are seen with a 
lens in those eharming copies.” 


Rarnways. The British parliaments has, in the 
session just commenced, taken the first step towards 
bringing the great lines of railways in that country 
uuder legislative control. It is difficult, by any 
analogy supplied by our railways, for an Ainerican 
to estimate the eonditions under which these great 
arteries of British intercourse are formed and main- 
tained in operation. ‘The eapital invested in the 
first construction, the floating eapital necessary to 
work them, the quantity of traffic transported over 
them, aud the speed with which that transport is 
effected, are severally elements, so different fiom 
what we are accustomed to contemplate, that tbe 
incre statement of a few of them must excite both 
interest and surprise. 

The railway connecting Liverpool and Manches- 
ter involved an outlay of capital amonnting to about 
six millions of dollars. It is thirty-one miles in 
length, and eost therefore at the rate of above two 
hundred thousand dollars per mile, The eurrent 
traffic on this line is very nearly as follows: Of 
passenger trains there are fwenly daily, and from 
fifteen to twenty trains of merchandise. The ave- 
rage number of passengers carried daily from ter- 
minus to terminus, is 1,680, and the number of 
tons of merchandise daily is about 1,000. To afford 
space and time for the passenger trains, most of the 
merehandise is carried at night. The fastest pas- 
senger trains have recently made the trip in the 
average time of seventy minutes, including a stop- 
page of about four minutes half way, The rate when 
moving on level parts of the line is generally above 
thirty miles an hour. 

The railway between Liverpool and London is 
about 210 miles iu leng!h, and exclusive of the stop- 
page halfway, at Birminghain, the trip is performed 
by the first class passe nger trainsin ten hours, ‘This 
inclndes a vast number ol stoppages at intermediate 
stations; not less probably than twenty-five in the 
above journey. The speed when moving is generally 
about thirty mile an hour. 

The railway between Bringham and London is 
not yet completed, though the rails are all laid, aud 
the line throughont bas been for some time at work. 
It is computed that this line, when the depots have 
been completed, will cost abont thirty millions of 
dollars, and iis total length being 112 miles, the 
cost will be nearly $260,000 per mile! The daily 
receipts for traffic at present npon the line amount 
to above $10,000. ‘The depot of this line at London 
isnot yet completed, but its estimated cost was above 
a million of dollars. 

The railway connecting London with Bristol is 
not yet completed. The expenditure of capitol upon 
it already has been so lavish, and the inethocs of 
road structure have been subjected to such eapri- 
cious changes, that it is difficult to say what will be 
its ultimate cost. Its length is abont the same as 
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that leading to Birioingham, and its cost per mile 
will probably be much mote. The wid b of the | 
rais on this tine is seven feet, the common standard 
being four feet eight inches. This auginented gauge 
necessarily infers a proportionally increased scale 
in all the works, and a proportionably increased ex- 
pense. p M 
The numerous accidents and great loss of life 
which ocenr on the English railways, are owing to 
the vast amount of the traffic carried on upon them, 
and the enormous speed at which it is transported. 
These accidents do not arise trom the explosion of 
engines, or fiom any other cause iminediately con- 
nected with steam power, but are due, almost ex- 
ciusively, to the collision of trains. The railways 
being all without exception dauble lines, trains 
never move in contrary directions on the same rails, 
and consequeatly, collision never occurs trom traius 
unexpectedly meeting each olher. Such accidents 


cliosen to put forth the gratuitous opinions of the 
majoiily—and, as the honorable chairman has said, 
of a bare majority—of a political majority of the 
committee? One administration is about going out 
of power. In twenty days it will expire, and ana- 
ther succeed. Without intending any disrespect 
to the majority of the committee, I ask, is it proper, 
is it decorous, thus to attempt to embarrass the in- 
coming administration—to compromit its couse on 
subjects so delicate—so important? The report is 
little short of an officious interterence of one admi- 
nistration with things that belong to atrother. 

But, sir, without regard to a change of adminis- 
tration, is this interference proper or useful? 
Our foreign relations are committed to the execu- 
tive. Negotiations can be conducted only by the 
executive. When they are at an end, this house— 
both houses mustact. Congress alone can dictate 
the ulterior measures. I do not mean to say there 


always arise from one train overlooking and running lare not cases in which either house may, pending 


into another. When this occurs, the most terriffic 
consequences ensue, the carriages bring generally 
smashed to pieces, and their uutortunate occupiers 
maitoed or killed. 

One of the most curious and interesting results 
of the establishment of railways in Europe, is the 
enormous jacrease of intercourse they have pro- 
duced, as compared with the intercourse which was 
previously maintained between the same places on 
common roads. This increase has been never less 
than three fold, and has, in some cases, been seven 
or eight fold. In some localities, the intercourse 
has attained an amount which borders on the incre- 
dible. Since the completion ot the railway between 
Paris aud St. Germain, the daily intercourse between 
these places is said to amount to above 3,000 persons 
per day; and it appears, by evidence given belore 
the house of commons, that the intercourse between 
the city of Dublin (population under 30,000) and the 
town of Kingstown, amounts to 3,500 daily! 

[Phil. Gaz. 


REMARKS OF MR. EVERETT, OF VT. 
In house of representatives, Suturday, Feb. 13, 1811, 
ON THE REPORT DF THE COMMITTEE ON 
FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

Mr. Pickens having moved that the report be 
laid on the table and printed— 

Mr. Everert said that, as the repnrt embraced 
the case of the Caroline as well as that of McLeod, 
(which alnne had been snbmitted), he slionld move 
to print ali the documents relating to both cases.— 
They had been heretofore published, trom time to 
time, as communicated to the house. He desired 
to bring them together on this occasion, to enable 
the lionse and the country duly to appreciate the 
report, and the measures taken by the executive to 
preserve our neutrality. He thought that, since 
the allair of the Caroline, every thing had been 
done which the means within the control of the 
executive enabled it to do. Ile then sent to the 
chair a list of the documents, (honse doe. 25th 
cong. 2d sess. Nos. 64, 73, 74, trom page 25 to the 
end; 76, 302, and of 26th cong. 2l sess. No. 33, ol 
28th Dec. 1840, and 4th Jan. 1841; the neutrality 
act of March 10, 1838, and the president's proclama- 
tions of 5th Jan. and 21st Nov. 1838), which he 
moved to have printed with the report. 

[Mr. Grancer, Mr. Pickens, and Mr. ADAMS, 
took part in the debate on the report ] 

Mr. Everett said that, but tor the remarks of 
the bon. chairman of the committee on foreign af- 
fairs, he should not liave taken part in tlie debate, 
He now felt it due to himself, as a dissentient mem- 
mer of that committee, to slate, in part, the grounds 
of his dissent. 

The report relates to matters of the gravest im- 
port, and which are now the subject of dipiomaric 
discussion between the Iwo governuents—a discus- 
sion confided by the constitution to the executive. | 
He felt great embarrassment in debating subjects 
of this character aud importance with open dones, 
It was difficutt, if not impossible, to do tull justice 
to the subject, or to onrselves, without danger of 
saying things that should not be heard beyond these 
walls. I yield, said lie, to the restraint imposed by 
the tiine and the place. 1 shall endeavor to say no- 
thing that should aot be beard by all. In the enm- 
Inittee roor there was no restramt, I said things 
there that I stall not say here. Perhaps ] ought ra- 
ther to congratulate myself on b ‘ing now tls re- | 
stricted, than to complain ot it, as in some of my | 
views ] stood alone in the committee, 

Sir, in my judgment the report is uncalled for— 
iM-timed—and a worse than useless inferierence | 
with the duties of the executive. The discussion | 
is now pending between tlie two governments. ‘The | 
documents were. communicaled werely in answer 
to a call uf the house. ‘The excentive bas not asked 
either for its opinion or action. At this tune, why 
stiould either be desired? And what is the tine 


a negotiation, expiess its opinions. If the execu- 
tive be remiss in his duty—if he pursue a course 
deemed wrong in principle, or dangerons in its con- 
sequences—or if the executive seek its opinion, 
with a view to give effect to its measures, it may be 
very proper for either house to express it. But, sir, 
the report has none of these grounds tor its support. 
It is entirely uncalled for, and its eifeet may be to 
compromit the executive to a course that its better 
judgment would decline; and to produce an ex- 
citement in the country that may create additional 
embarrassinents, and new obstacles to the final ad- 
Justinent of our controversies with Great Britain. 

I pass the discursive cliaracter of the report—its 
references to subjects not referred—its (to me) 
somewhat exceptionable language—and come to 
the matter referred, the case of Alexander McLeod. 
That case, and that alone, was referred to the com- 
mittee, and to that alone should the report have 
been confined. That case, {hough connected with 
the case of the Caroline, rests on different princi- 
ples. The case of Mr. McLeod, as presented in 
the documents, is entirely separate and distinct 
from the question, whether the destruction of the 
Caroline was or was not justifiable. 

I desired that no report shouid be made while 
‘he negotiations were pending between the two 
countries. ln my opinion, no opinion or action of 
this house was, at this time required. I will now 
read to the honse a statement of the negotiations to 
this time, so far, and so far only, as is necessary to 
the case of McLeod—and to show that his case as 
well as the Caroline are now the subjects of diplo- 
matie discussion between the two governments. 
Before Í sit down Y will also submit to the house 
the substitute submitted to, and rejected by, the 
committee, 1 will here take leave to say that I 
have given this subject the most careful considera- 
tion, without party views or party feeling. It is 
above and beyond all party considerations: 

“The case of Alexander McLeod, The facts ma- 
terial to the subject submitted to the cominittee 
are, that, on the night of the 29th December, 1837, 
a detachment of the British lorces stationed at 
Chippewa, in the province of Upper Cauada, 
crossed the Niagara to Schlosser, in the state of 
New York, and there made a hostile attack on the 
steamboat Caroline, the property of an American 
cilizen, killed and wounded a number of Ameri- 
can citizens, captured the boat, towed her into the 
current, set her on fire, and sent her in flames over 
the falls. 

“On the 5th January, 1828, the secretary of state 
coininunicated to Mr. Fox, the British Ininister, a 
copy of the evidence furnished to the department pf 
this *extrordinary outrage, eommilted from her Bri- 
tannie majesty's province of Upper Canada, on the 
persons and property ol citizens of the U. States 
within the jurisdiclon of the slute of New Yorks? and 
stating that ‘it would necessarily form the subject of 
a demand for redress upon her majesty's govern- 
went. 

“On the 6th February, Mr. Fox comiunicated 
to the secretary of state a despatch froin sir Francis 
Head, lieutenant. governor ot Upper Canada, con- 
taining the distinct avowals, that the Carolitte was 
destroyed by order of col. MacNab, commanding 
the militia in her majesty’s service, aud that he, {sir 
Francis] approved the act. 

“On the 22d May, Mr. Stevenson presented the 
subject to the consideration of her majesty ’s govern- 
ment. After referring to those avowals, he said 
that, ‘under such civeninstanees, it was not to have 
been expected that the whole proceeding could be 
regarded by the government of the United States in 
any other light than as a manifest act of hostile and 
daring agzression upon its rights and sovereignty, 
utterly inconsistent with all the principles of na- 
tional law, and wholly irreconcilable with the friendly 
and peaceful relations of the two countries; that 
‘the cuse, then is one of open, undisguised and un- 
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warrantable hostility? He concludes by expressin 
‘the confident expectation of the president of the U. 
States that the whole proceedinz will not only be 
disavowed and disapproved, but that such redress as 
{he nature of the case obviously requires will be 
promptly made.’ To this our government waits the 
final answer of the British government. 

“On the 13th November last, Alexander McLeod, 
a British subject, was arrested and imprisoned by 
the authorities of the state of New York, on a charge 
of arson and murder, as having been engaged in the 
capture and destruction of the Caroline. 

“On the 12{h December, the British minister made 
a demand on the president for the release of Mr. 
McLeod, on tbe ground that the destruction of Ihe 
Carotine was a public act of persons in her majesiy’s 
service, obeying the order of their superior authorities; 
and that the act, according to the usages of nations, 
cun only be the subject of discussion between the 
two national governments. . 

“To this demand the secretary of state has repli- 
ed {hat the president has no power under ihe con- 
stitution and laws of the union to interpose between 
McLeod and the constituted authorities of the state 
of New York—and that ‘the president 1s not aware 
of any principle ot international law, or indeed of 
reason or justice, which entitles such offenders to 
impunity before the legal tribunals, wben coming 
voluntaily within their independent and undonbted 
jurisdiction, because they acted in obedience to their 
superior authorities, or because their acts have be- 
come the subject of diplomatic discussion between 
the two governments.” And that, ‘if the destruc- 
tion of the Caroline was a public act of persons in 
her majesty's service, obeying the orders pf their 
superior authorities, this fact has not been before 
cominunicated to the government nf the U. States, 
by a person authorised tn make the admission; and it 
will be for the court which has cognizance of the 
offence with which Mr. McLeod is charged, to 
decide on ifs validity when legally established be- 
fore it? 

“The British minister, expressing his regret at 
the decision, had referred the subject to his govern- 
ment.” 

This statement, I repeat, is limited to the case of 
McLeod. 

The points in difference, in this case, are— 1. 
Whether McLeod, having, in the distruction of the 
Caroline, acted in obedience to the orders of the su- 
perior authorities of tbe province of Upper Canada, 
is or is not amenable to the laws of New York, as 
for the crimes of murder and arson; and, 2. If not, 
whether the executive has any power to interpose 
between him and the laws of New York. 

On these questions I forbear expressing any opi- 
nion, in accordance with the view that none is re- 
quired of the committee or of the house. It is snf- 
ficient for the justification of the ground I have 
taken, that these questions are now the subjects of 
diptomatic discussion between the two governments. 
The impropriety of the report is the more manifest, 
trom the consideration that the discussion is but just 
commenced. And it is not unreasonable to suppose 
that, on questions of such limited extent, the go- 
vernment in the wrong way may, by the further 
discussion, be convinced of its error. Atleast, we 
should wait the reply of the British government, to 
which the subject is referred, and the issue finally 
tendered by its executive. 

The consequences of an error on either side may 
compromit the peace of the country. In case of 
reprisals, executed to the extreine point, the inter- 
vention of all the powers of Europe conld not pre- 
venta war. In view of tbese consequences it may 
be proper to review tlie correspondence, to ascertain 
the positions taken on both sides that bear on the 
case of McLeod. 

Mr. Forsyth, in liis note of the 5th January, care- 
fully and properly avoids giving any national cha- 
racter to the destruction of the Caroline. Le calls 
it an outrage “committed from her Britannic majes- 
lys province of Upper Canada." He leaves it to 
Mr. Fox to deterinine whether it was a publie or a 
private wrong, or to assume or disclaim [or his go- 
vernment the responsibility. Mr. Fox, in his reply, 
(6th Feb. 1838), gives it a publie character, by 
com*nunicating the fact that it was destroyed by the 
order of the commande: of the militia iu her majesty's 
service, and that the act was approved by the go- 
verhor of the province. 

And here F innst express my surprise that Mr. 
Forsyth should deem the late note to Mr. Fox to be 
the first avowal of the fact by a person aulhorised 
fo make it. In the note of the Gth Febrnary, 1838, 
the fact itself was communicated by Mr. Fox. His 
late note is only the recognition and re-assertion of 
the fact. The tact then and now avowed is, that the 
Caroline was destroyed hy persons obeying the pr- 
der of their superior authorities; and Mr. Fox con- 
tends that those obeying were justified by THE 
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ORDER. It remains to be seen whether the British 
government will Jusufv tuat oRDER. McLeod's case 
is put on the first, and the case of the Caroline on 
the last. 

[Mr. Prekens. Does the gentleman from Ver- 
mont intend to say that the British minister had 
ever, hefore his late note, avowed that the Caroline 
was destroyed by the order of the constituted antho- 
rities of Canada?] 

Mr. Everett. I dosav that Mr. Fox, in his 
note of the 6th February, did avow it. Io the de- 
spateh of sir Francis Head, then communicated, it 
is expressly stated that col. MacNab eominanied a 
body of militia stationed on tbe frontier; that in the 
niglit of the 29th, “Ae seni a porty of militia in boats, 
with orders to take or destroy her. ‘They proceed- 
ed to execute the order," &c. Nor did he content 
himselť with the mere communication of tbe fact, 
but even attempted to justify the destrnetion of the 
Caroline as an act of self-defence. Mr. Fox, in re- 
ference to the communication of sir Francis Head, 
Says: 

“The piratical character of the steamboat Caro- 
line, and the necessity of self-defence and self-pre- 
servation, under whieh her majesty's subjects acted 
in destroying that vessel, seems to be sufficiently 
established.” 

** At the time when the event happened, the ordi- 
nary laws of the United States were not enforced 
within the frontier district of the state of N. York. 
The authority of the law was overborne, publicly, 
by piratical violence. Through sueh violetice, her 
majesty’s subjects in Upper Canada had already 
severally suffered: and they were threatened with 
still further injury and outrage. This extraordina- 
ry state of things appears, naturally and necessa 
rily, to have impelled them to consult their own 
security, by pursuing and destroying the vesse] of 
their piratical enemy, wheresoever they imighl find 
her.” 

Mr. Stevenson presents the act, in connexion 
with these avowals, as an acl “of open, undisguised, 
unwarrantable hostility," “wholly irrreconcilable 
with the friendly and peacelu] relations of tlie two 
countries He calls upon the British government 
to disavow it. It is thus, by our minister, charac- 
terised as an act of war. And it is for participat- 
ing in this act that McLeod is arrested; andon this 
act, thus avowed and thus characterised, the ques- 
tion is made by the two governments. Sir, 1 repeat, 
let negotiation be exhausted before eongress is call- 
ed to act orto interpose its opinion, or to take a 
final ground, from which, when taken, there can be 
no reireat, Whether right or wrong, Great Britain 
may choose to put this eontroversy in advance of the 
others. Let ns then be eertain that it be not her 
strongest ground. It is much easier to be right at 
first, thau to get right at last. We should also look 
to the possible eonsequences of even the errors of 
our adversary. Is it uot among the possibilities that 
she may deem herself bound to protect those who 
have obeyed the orders of their superior authorities 
in her service, and that, under the spirit attributed 
to her in the report, she may resort to retatiation? 
And I repeat, if pushed to the extreme, war is in- 
evitable. Is it not then, the safest course to leave 
the case in the hands of the executive, without, at 
least, adding to the excitement, which, from recent 
evidence, is sufficiently rile? 

But, sir, the report also embraces the case of the 
Caroline, which was not submitted to the commit- 
tee. To exhibit the point in controversy, only oue 
addition to the statement [ bave read is necessary, 
viz: That the destruction of the Caroline is at- 
tempted to be justified in the dispatch of sir Francis 
Head on the ground of self-delence. He alledges, 
in substance, that the force nn Navy Island pro- 
ceeded from the American shore, and was angment- 
ing. through the ageney of the Caroline, unrestrict- 
ed by the authorities of the state of New York, or 
of the United States. 

This is the only ground taken by the British go- 
vernment as a justification nf the destruction of the 
Caroline; and, being taken, a report oa the case of 
ihe Caroline should have met it directly, by a de- 
nial either of the fact or of the consequence. 

I complain that the case is not met. No, sir, it 
isnot met. It is evaded. Mr. Fox says, “the 
place where the vessel was destroyed was, nomi- 
nally, it is trne, within the territory of a friendly 
power; hut the friendly power had been deprived, 
through overbearing piratical violence, of the use 
of its proper authority over that portion of territo- 
ry.” Aud what is the reply in the report? “Now. 
the insinuation of the British minister that Schlos- 
ser was “nominally” within the territory of the U. 
States, may well be retorted, as we ean, with equal 
truth, say that Navy island was “nominally” within 
the “territory” of the British. government: for, at 
the period to which we allude, the people collected 
there had as effectually defied Canadian authorities 


as any portion nf our people had ours.” 
this, sir, but an adinisstoo that Schlosser and Navy 
island were equally 1n the power of the patriots, in 
equal defiance of tlie power of the government to 
which they respectively belonged? What but an 
evasion, if not an admission of the ground taken by 
Mr. Fox? Is tlis the position on which we are 
willing to rest our cause—to place the issue of 
peace or war? No, sir, no. I hope we can make 
a better case. In order to make our case, I think 
the facts should be re-examined. Tam not satisfi- 
ed torest the case on the evidence taken. We 
should be in the right—we should be certain we are 
right, before we take our final stand. In my jadg- 
ment, the evidenee shonld be retaken. I desire 
that a person of the highest respectability should be 
commissioned to re-examine the whole ease, with 
a view to arrive atthe truth, whether for or against us, 
Perhaps, too, it might be advisable to ask the British 
minister to join in ihe investigation. Let the testi- 
mony be taken on both sides of the line. For one, 
I desire to know how far tbe proper authority of 
the United States was overthrown by the violence 
of the patriots. I desire further information of the 
character of the Caroline. In both respects, I 
think the evidence is defeetive. I repeat, that I 
desire the truth, and nothing but the truth. It is 
beneath the character of a uation to altemp! eva- 
sion. lam not satisfied with the depositions that 
speak of the Caroline having landed certain pussen- 
gers and certain freight. I desire to know the eha- 
racter of those passengers—whether civil or milita- 
ry; of the quality of the freight—whether merchan- 
dise or milttary stores. 

I do not desire to fuult the present executive, or 
that it should be fuulted by the next administration. 
No,sir. The executive should be a unit, in who- 
soever hands it is plaeed. What] desire is, that the 
evidence should be fully taken. If it sustain the 
course taken, as LI hope it may, then that course 
will he sustained. lfit do not sustain it, then the 
executive will be at liberty to pursue such course 
as the new ease shall require, and that, without iin- 
puting any fault for the past. We must in the end 
deny the fact or its consequence. As the evi- 
lence now stands, I am not willing to make up the 
final issue, This controversy should be conducted 
as honest men conduct their controversies, with a 
mutual and earnest desire to ascertain what is true. 

I have fears that this report will encourage an ex- 
citement which should have reeeived a severe re- 
buke. Whatever may be our sympathies with those 
who live under a government less free than our 
own, we onght not to forget the duties imposed on 
us as a neutral nation. 1n the case of the attempts 
of our citizens in Upper Canada, there was but one 
little canse for their sympathy, and no justification 
for their eonduct. The people of Upper Canada 
were well satisfied with their government. They 
have shown no desire for revolution. But our ei- 
tizens have volunteered to make a revolution for 
them. Theirconduct cannot be too strongly re- 
probated. 

Atthe present time, no useful purpose cau he 
attained by the report. It proposes no action. Its 
effect will be ouly to excite on the one side, and ir- 
ritate on the other. The report which L send to the 
chair is that which 1 proposed as a substitute: 

“It appearing, that the reciprocal complaints re- 
ferred to in the correspondence submitted are the 
subjects of diplomatic discussion between the go- 
vernmentsof the two countries, the committee, hav- 
ing entire considence that the rights and honor of 
the United States will be sustamed by the execu- 
tive, and entertaining the hope that the controver- 
sy will be brought to a satisfactory teriniuation, are 
of the opinion that no action of this house is, at 
this time, necessary. They, therefore, ask to be 
discharged irom the further consideration of the 
subject." 


REPORT OF THE CLERK OF THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES U. STATES, 

In compliance with the “act to authorise the appoint- 
ment of additional paymasters and for other pur- 
poses," passed July, 4, 1826. 

Office of ihe hause af representatives, March 4, 1341. 
In obedience to the 6th section of the “act to 

authorise the appointment of additional paymasters 

anıl for other purposes,” passed July 4, 1826, which 
requires “the secretary of the senate and the clerk 
of the honse of representatives, as soon as may he 
after the close of each session of congress, to pub- 
lish a statement of all appropriations made dnring 
the session; and also a statement of the new offices 
created, and the salaries of each; and also a state- 
ment of the offices the salaries of which are increased, 
and the amount of such increase," the clerk ol the 
lonse of representatives submits the accompanying 
statements. H. A. GARLAND, 

Clerk house of representutives. 


What is| Statement of appropriations made during. the 9d ses- 


ston of the 26th congress of the Uatted States of 
America, specifying the amount and abject of euch 
2D SESSION 26TH CONGRESS, ) 
H. R. No. 525. For the support of the government. 
in part, for the year 1841. 
For pay and mileage of members of 
congress and delegates 
For pay of the officers and clerks ofthe 
senate and house of representatives 
For stationery, fuel, printing anıl all 
other incidental and contingent ex- 
penses of the senate 
For stationery, Inel, printing and all 
other ineidental and contingenl ex- 
penses of the house of representa- 
tives 
For the payment of the sums due by 
law to the several messengers of the 
respective states, as compensation 
for conveying to the seat of govern- 
ment the vote of the electors of the 
said states for president and vice 
president of the United States 
H. R. 601. For the civil and diploma- 
Hc expenses of the government for 
the year 1841. 
For pay and inileage of the members 
of congress and delegates 
For pay of the officers and clerks of the 
senate and house of representatives 
For stationery, fne], printing and all 
other contingent expenses of the 
senate 
For stationery, fuel, printing 
other contingent expenses 
house of representatives 
For compensation to the president and 
vice presideut of the United States, 
the secretary of state, the sccretary 
ofthe treasury, the secretary of war, 
the secretary of the navy, and the 
postinaster general 
Forsalary of the secretary to sign 
patents for pnblic lands, per act of 
Juty fourth, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-six 
For clerks and messengers in the of- 
fice of the secretary of state 
For the contingent expenses of the 
department of state, including pub- 
lishing and distributing the laws 
For compiling, printing, &c. the Bi- 
ennial Register 
For the superintendent and watchmen 
of the northeast executive building 
For the contingent expenses of said 
bnildiog, including fuel, labor, oil 
and repairs 
For compensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the secre- 
tary of the treasury 
Far compensation to the clerks in said 
office, per aet of the twenty-third 
June, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
six, entitled **an act to regulate the 
deposites of the public money" 
For eampensation to the first comp- 
troller of the treasury 
For compensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the first 
comptroller 19,300 
For compensation to the second eomp- 
troller 
For compensation to the elerks and 
messengerin the office of the second 
comptroller, ineluding the eompen- 
sation of twoclerks transferred Irom 
the office of the fourth anditor 
For compensation to the first auditor 
of the treasury 
For compensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the first 
auditor 
For eompensation to the second audi- 
tor of the treasury 
For compensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the se- 
eont auditor 
For compensation to the third auditor 
Foreompensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the third 
auditor 
For compensation to two clerks em- 
ployed on claims, unter the act of 
the eighteenth January, eighteen 


$250,000 
25,000 


25,000 


100,000 


12,000 


111,408 
19,900 
35,000 

and all 


of the 
15,000 


15,900 
3,000 


16.700 
3,000 


hundred and thirty-seven 2,100 
For compensation to the fourth auditor 8,000 
For compensation to the clerks and 

messengers in the office of the fourth 

auditor 16,950 
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For compensation to the fifth auditor 

For compensation to the eluks and 
messengers in the office ol the filth 
auditor 

For compensation of two clerks in the 
office of the fifth auditor, according 
to the act of the seventh July, eigh- 
teen hundred and thicty-eight 

For compensation of the treasurer of 
the United States 

For compensation of the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the trea- 
surer ot the United States 

For compensation to the register of 
the treasury 

For compensation to the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the re- 
gister of the treasury 

For compensation of the commission- 
er of tlie general land office, per act 
of fourth July, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-six 

For compensation of the recorder, 
solicitor, dranghtsinan and assistant 
draoghtsmao, clerks, messengers 
and packers in the office of the com- 
missioner of the general land office 

For compensation to the solicitor of 
the treasury 

For compensation to the clerks and 
messenger in the office of the soli- 
citor of the treasury 

For translating foreign languages and 
transmitting passports and sea let- 
ters in the office of the secretary of 
the treasury 

For stating and printing the public 
accounts, including a deficiency in 
former appropriations 

For stationery, printing and all other 
cootingent expenses of the treasury 
departinent, vìz: 

For the office of the first comptroller 

For the office of the second comptroller 

For the office of the first auditor 

For the office of the second anditor 

For the office of the third auditor 

For the office ol the fourth auditor 

For the office of the filth auditor 

For the office of the treasurer of the 
United States 

For the office of the register of the 
treasury 

For the office of the solicitor of the 
treasury 

For eighty-three thousand pieces of 
parchment and printing, books and 
stationery, advertising and contin- 
gent expenses of the general land 
office, and for books and blanks for 
district land offices 

For compensation of the superinten- 
dent and watchmen of the southeast 
executive building 

For contingent expenses of the build- 
ing occupied by the treasury, in- 
cludiug fuel, labor, oil, carryingthe 
department wails, and sealing ship's 
registers 

For compensation lo the clerks and 
messeogers in the office of the se- 
cretary of war, including the mes- 
senger in the bounty land bureau, 
and the clerkship under the act of 
April twentieth, eighteen huudred 
and eighteen, transterred back from 
pension olliee on the first of Mareh, 
eighteen hundred aod forty 

For contingent expenses of the office 
of the secietary of war 

For books, maps and plans for the war 
depaitinent 

For co'npensation ofextra clerks when 
employed in said offices 

For compensation ol the commission- 
erof Indian affairs 

For compensiution of the clerks and 
messenger in the office of the com- 
missioner of Indian adairs 

For contingent expenses of said office 

Forcompensation of the commissioner 
of pensions 

For compensation fo clerks and. mes- 
sengers lor the office of the com- 
missioner of pensions, authorised 
by the act of ninth May, cighteca 
hundred and thirty-six 

For compensation of clerks transfer- 
red froin the office of the s eretary 


3,000 


9,800 


2,000 


3,000 


10,750 


3,000 


24,200 


3,000 


1,800 


2,000 
1,500 
1,060 
1,000 
1,000 
1,346 
1,000 
2,000 
3,000 


1,500 


24,670 


2,100 


12,000 


13,186 
3,000 
1,000 


3,000 


12,430 


of war to the office of the commis- 

| sioner of pensions 

| For compensation of one clerk trans- 
ferred (rom the navy department, 
per act March fourth, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty 

For contingent expenses of said office 

For compensation of clerk and mes- 
senger in the office of the com- 
manding general 

For contingent expenses of said office 

For compensation to clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the adjutant 
general 

For contingent expenses of said office 

For compensation of clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the quarter- 
master general 

For contingent expenses of said office 

For compensation of clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the paymas- 
ter general 

For contingent expenses of said office 

For compensation of clerks and mes- 
senger in the oflice of commissary 
general of purchases 

For contingent expenses of said office 

For compensation of clerks and mes- 
senger in the office of the commis- 
sary general of subsistence 

For contingent expenses of said office 

For compensation of cterks and mes- 
senger in the office of the chief 
engineer 

For contingent expenses of said office 

For coiopensation to clerk and mes- 
senger in the office of surgeon ge- 
neral 

| For contingent expenses of said office 

For compensation of a clerk, at one 
thousand dollars, under the act of 
April twenty, eighteen hundred and 
eighteen, transferred from the office 
of the secretary of war to the said 
office of surgeon general 

For compensation to elerks and mes- 
senger in the ordnance office 

For contingent expenses of said office 


43 | For compensation to clerks and mes- 


senger in the office of topographi- 
cal bureau 

For compensation of a clerk, at one 
thousand four hundred dollars, trans- 
ferred from the office of the secie- 
tary of war to the pension office, 
to be transferred from that office on 
the first of. March, eighteen hun- 
dred forty one. 

For contingent expenses of said office 

For compensation of the superinten- 
dent and watchmen of the north- 
west executive building 

For contingent expenses of said build- 
ing, including rent of bounty land 
office, for labor, fuel, oil and re- 
pairs, and for the contingencies of 
the fire engines and apparatus 

For compensation of the clerks and 
messengers in the office of the se- 
cretary of the navy, after deducting 
one clerk transferred to the pension 
office, per act of March four, eigh- 
teen hundred and forty, at sixteen 
hundred dollars 

For contingent expenses of said office 

For compensation of the commission- 
ers of the navy board 

For coinpensalion of the secretary of 
the navy board 

For compensation to the clerks and 
inessenger of the navy board 

For contingent expenses of said office 

For salary of superintendent and 
watchmen of the southwest execu- 
tive building 

For contingent expenses of said build- 
ing, including fuel, labor, oil, re- 
pais of building, engine and im- 
provements of the grounds 

For compensation to three assistant 
postmasters general, per act July 
three, ane thousand eight hundred 
and (hirty-six 

For compensation fo clerks and mes- 
sengers in the general post office 

For salaries of two watchmen 

For topographer and additional clerks 
in said office, per acts March three, 
one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-nine, and May eight, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty, 


2,793 


4,700 


3,350 


7,500 


48,600 
600 


40 


and a clerk to keep the appropria- 
tion account 

For contingent expenses of said office, 
including fuel far the auditor's 
office, and four thousand dollars lor 
rent of building occupied by the 
department 

For compensation to the audifor of 
the post office 

For compensation to clerks and mes- 
sengers in said olfice 

For eleven additional clerks in said 
office, per act of July seven, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
eight 

For contingent expenses of said office, 
including the expense of quarterly 
books, stationery, printing and pay 
of laborers 

For compensation of the surveyor 
general northwest of the Ohio 

For compensation to clerks in his 
office, per actof ninth of May, one 
thousand eight hundred thirty-six 

For compensation of the surveyor ge- 
neral of Illinois and Missouri 

For compensation to clerks in his 
office, per act of ninth of May, one 
(housand eight hundred and thirty- 
six 

For compensation to the surveyor ge- 
neral of Arkansas 

For compensation to his clerks, per 
act of ninth May, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-six 

Far compensation of the surveyor ge- 
neral of Louisiana 

For compensation to his clerks, per 
act of ninth May, one thonsand 
eight hundred and thirty-six 

For compensation to the surveyor ge- 
neral of Mississippi 

For compensation to his clerks, per 
act of ninth May, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-six 

For compensation to the surveyor ge- 
neral of Alabama 

For compensation to his clerks, per 
act of ninth May, one thousand 
eight bundred and thirty-six 

For compensation to (he surveyor ge- 
neral of Florida 

For cowpensation to his cleik, per act 
of ninth May, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-six 

For compensation of the surveyor ge- 
ral of Wiskonsan and lowa, per act 
of June twelve, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-eight 

For compensation to his clerks, per 
act of June twelve, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-eight 

For extra clerks and draughtsmen in 
the offices ol’ the surveyors general, 
in addition to the unexpended ba- 
lances of former appropriations to 
be apportioned to them according 
to the exigencies of the public ser- 
vice 

For extra clerks in the offices of the 
surveyors general to trauscribe field 
notes of survey, for the purpose of 
preserving them at the seat of go- 
vernment, in addition to the unex- 
pended balances of former appro- 
priations, viz: 

Office of the surveyor general north- 
west of the Ohio 

Office of the surveyor general of Il- 
linois and Missouri 

Office of the surveyor general of Ar- 
kansas 

Office of the surveyor general of Loui- 
siana 

For compensation to the commissioner 
of the public buildings iu Washing- 
ton, per act of the twenty-fiist of 
July, one thousand eight hunderd 
and forty 

For compensation to commissiouer, 
from the twenty-first July to the 
thirty: first December, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty 

For compensation to two assistants to 
the commissioner, as. superinternd- 
ent ot the Potomac hridge, at one 
dolar aud fifty cents per day, in- 
cluding oil for lamps, fuel aud re- 
pairs 

For compensation to Ihe officers and 

| clerks of the mint 


11,600 


10,500 
3,000 
55,500 


13,200 


4,700 


2,000 


6,300 


2,000 


3,820 


2,000 


2,800 
2,000 


2,500 
2,000 


1,000 
2,000 


2,200 
2,000 


500 


1,500 


1,600 


7,200 


31,360 
18,900 
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For pay of laborers in the various de- 
partments of the mint 

For incidental and contingent expen- 
ses, including the wastage of gold 
and silver, fuel, materials, statione- 
ry, waterrent and taxes, in addition 
to the unexpended balance of the 
appropriation of eighteen hundred 
and forty 

For specimens of ores and coins to be 
reserved at the mint 

For compensation to tbe officers and 
clerk of the hranch tint at Char- 
lotte, North Carolina 

For pay of laborers in the various de- 
partments of the same 

For wastage of gold, and for contin- 
gent expenses of the same 

For compensation to the officers and 
elerk of the branch mint at Dahlo- 
nega, Georgia 

For payment of laborers in the vari- 
ous departments of the same 

For wastage of gold, and tor contin- 
gent expenses of the saine 

For compensation to the officers and 
clerks of the branch mint at New 
Orleans 

For pay of laborers in the various de- 
partments of the same 

For wastage of gold and silver, and 
for contingent expenses of the same 

For compensation of the governor, 
judges and secretary of Wiskonsan 
territory 

For contingent expenses of said terri- 
tory 

For pay and mileage of the members 
of the legislative assembly, pay of 
officers, printing, furniture, station- 
ery, fuel and all incidental expenses 

For compensation to the governor, 
judges and secretary of the territory 
of lowa 

For contingent expenses of said ter- 
ritory 

For pay and mileage to the legislative 
assembly, pay of officers, priuting, 
stationery, fuel and all other inci- 
dental expenses 

For compensation of the governor, 
judges and secretary of the teirito- 
ry of Florida 

For contingent expenses of said terri- 
tory 

For pay and mileage of the members 
of the legislative council of said ter- 
ritory, pay to the officers of the 
council, printing, furniture, rent, 
stationery, fuel and all other inci- 
dental expenses 

For coinpensation of the chief justice, 
the associate judges and district 
judges of the United States 

For compensation of the chief justice 
and associate judges of the District 
of Columbia, and of the judges of 
the criminal aud orphans’ courts of 
said district 

For carrying inte effect the provisions 
of the act approved on the second 
of February instant, “making tem- 
porary provision for lunatics in the 
District of Columbia” 

For compensation of the attorney ge- 
neral ot the United States 

For compensation of clerk and mes- 
senger in the office of the attorney 
general 

For contingent expenses of said office 

For compensation to the reporter of 
decisions of the supreme court 

For compensation to the district at- 
torneys ani marshals, ineluding 
those in the several territories 

For defraying the expenses of the su- 
preme, circuit and district courts of 
the United States, including the 
District of Columbia; also, for ju- 
rors and witnesses, in aid of the 
funds arising from fines, penalties 
and forfeitures incurred in the year 
eighteen hundred and torty-one and 
preceding years; and likewise for 
defraying the expenses ol suits in 
which the U. States are concerned, 
and of prosecutions for offences 
committed against the U. S. and 
for the safe-keeping of prisoners 

For the payment of annuities and 
grants by special acts of congress 


24,000 


800 


1,000 


6,000 
3,500 
2,500 


6,000 
2,880 


1,000 


12,900 
22,000 


17,100 


9,100 


350 


20,000 


9,100 


27,125 


93,900 


12,700 


3,000 
4,000 
1,500 

500 
1,000 


14,450 


325,000 
900 


| For survey of the coast of the United 
States, including the conipensation 
of the superintendent and assistants 
For compensation of the two keepers 
of the publie archives in Florida 
For salaries of registers and receivers 
of land offices where there are no 
sales 
For expenses ia relation to the relief 
nf certain insolvent debtors of the 
United States 
For allowance to thelaw agent, assis- 
tant counsel and district attorney, 
under the acts providing for the 
settlement of private land claims in 
Florida 
For the support and maintenance of 
light houses, floating lights, bea- 
cons, buoys and stakeages, includ- 
ing the purchase of lamps, oil, 
wicks, buffskins, whiting and cot- 
ton cloth, transporting oil, &c. 
keepers’ salaries, repairs, improve- 
ments and contingent expenses 
Forthe payment of Luigi Persicoand 
Horace Greenough tor statnes to 
adorn the two blockings, east front 
of the capitol 
For payments to the artists engaged 
in executing four historical paint- 
ings for the vacant panets of the 
rotundo of the capitol 
For the support and maintenance of 
the penitentiary of the District of 
Columbia 
To make good a deficiency in tbe 
years eighteen hundred and thirty- 
nine and eighteen hundred and for- 
ty, in the fund for the relief of sick 
anddisabled seamen,as established 
by the act of third May, eighteen 
bundred and two 
For balance due the commissioner for 
ascertaining and marking the south- 
ern boundary ot towa territory, un- 
der the act of eighteenth June, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-eight 
For carrying on the work of the new 
enstom bouse building at Bnston 
For defraying the cost of extra work 
on the publie warehouse at Balti- 
more 
For payment of arrearages for enm- 
pleting the custom honse N. York 
For the payment of expenses incurred 
by the collector of New York, un- 
der the act of seventh July, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-eight, to 
remit the duties upon certain gonds 
destroyed by fire at the late confla- 
gration in the city of New York 
For the payment of ceitain certificates, 
being the balance of a foriner apprn- 
priation carried to the surplus tund 
on the thirty-lirst December, one 
thonsand eight hundred and thirty- 
eight 
For turniture for the president’s house, 
of American manufacture, sa far as 
may be practicable and expedient, 
to be expended under the direction 
of the president, in addition to the 
avails of the sales of decayed fuini- 
ture, the sum of 
For annual repairs of the capitol, at- 
tending furnaces, water closets, 
lamp lighting, oil, laborers on capi- 
tol grounds, tools,keeping iron pipes 
and wooden fences in order, attend- 
ing at gates, rardener's salary, and 
for top-dressing delicate and valua- 
ble plants 
For annual repairs of the presidents 
bouse, gardener's salary, horse and 
cart, laborers and fools, and for 
amount due F, Masi and company 
for repairs on furniture 
For completing back buildings, grad- 
ing grounds, and entting balance of 
stone for west portico of the new 
treasury building, and paying for 
matcrials delivered 
For fnting columns of portico of new 
patent office, finishing roof, and the 
cut stone work of said building, and 
paying tor materials delivered 
For enclosing the new jail yard, in the 
city of Washington 
For new general post office building 
For completing the court konse in the 
city of Alexandria 


100,000 


1,000 


3,500 


3,000 


5,000 


484,072 


8,000 


8,000 


8,381 


97,000 


114 


100,000 


3,000 


34,221 


700 


6,000 


2,628 


11,183 


7,550 


5,000 
100,000 


3,000 


86 


2 


- 


50 


| For payment to the stone cutters and 
the other workmen on the treasury 
building and the new patent office 
building of the sums allowed them 
by the commissioners appointed by 
tlie president of the Umted States, 
to superintend the prosecution of 
the work in the constrnetion of said 
buildings, in fulfilment of a resolu- 
lion of congress of the twentieth of 
July, eighteen hundred and forty 
For surveying the publie lands, in ad- 
dition to the unexpended balances of 
former appropriations, to be appor- 
tioned to the several surveying dis- 
triets according to the exigencies 
of the public service, including of- 
fice vent and fnel, for the year eigb- 
teen hundred and forty-one 
For retracing certain old surveys in 
the state of Alabama, at a rate not 
exceeding four dollars a mile 
For surveys in Missouri, in the towns 
; named in the act of twenty-sixth 
|! May, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
| four, in addition to the sum of six 
! thousand dollars appropriated for 
the saine object by the act of eighth 
April, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight 
For surveying. five hundred miles of 
detached and unfinished lines in 1i- 
nois and Missouri, principally in the 
military district, 11linois, at a rate 
not exceeding six dollars a mile 
For salaries of ministers of the Unit- 
ed States to Great Britain, France, 
Russia, Prussia, Anstriaand Mexico 
For salaries of the seeretaries of lega- 
tion to the saine places 
For salary of the minister resident of 
the United States to Turkey 
For salaries of the charges des affaires 
to Portugal, Spain, Denmark, Swe- 
den, Holland, Belgium, Brazil, Chi- 
li, Pern, New Grenada, Venezuela, 
Texas, Naples and Sardinia 
For salary of a dragoinan to the lega- 
tion to Turkey 
For contingent expenses of all the 
missions abroad 
For outfits of ministers to Austria and 
Great Britain, and of charges des 
allaires to Venezuela 
For salaries of the consuls of the 
United States at London and Paris 
For the relief and protection of Ame- 
rican seamen in foreign countries 
For clerk hire, office rent, stationery 
aud other expenses in the office of 
ihe American consul at London, 
peract ol January nineteenth, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-six 
For expenses of intercourse with the 
Barbary powers 
For contingeut expenses of foreign 
intercourse 
For salary of the principal and two 
assistant librarians, pay ef the mes- 
senger and for contingent expenses 
ot the library 
For the purchase of books for the li- 
brary of congress 
For the payment of arrearages incur- 
red in enforcing the neutrality laws 
on the northern and northwestern 
frontier 
And for the continnance of the survey 
of the coast of the Gulf of Mexico 
For the balance certified as due to the 
agent and commissioners at Havana 
to procure the archives uf Florida, 
and to transmit them to this coun- 
try, aud in full execution of the 
laws npon this subject 
For compensation to Wm. W. Chew, 
late acting charge d'affaires at Rus- 
sia, from the twenty-third of July, 
eighteen hundred anc thirty-nine 
tillthe twenty-first of September, 
eighteen hundred and forty, the dif- 
ference between his salary as sec- 
retary of legation and the pay ofa 
charge d’affaires during that period 
For the pay and mileage of the mem- 
bers of the senate for the extra ses- 
sion of that body, to be convened in 
i's executive capacity on the fourth 
day-of March of the present year 
| For the contingent expenses ot the 
| senate for the extra session, includ- 


61 


12,923 31 


55,000 


15,000 


2,000 


3,000 


54,000 
12,000 


6,000 


63,000 
2,500 


30,000 


22,500 
4,000 


60,000 


2,800 
17,400 


30,000 


3,950 
5,000 


5,000 
20,000 


6,048 


2,900 


13,424 
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cations and frontier posts, and of 


62 


H. R. 544. For the naval service for the year 1841. 


ing the pay of messengers, service 
of hnrses, fuel, stationery and all 


lead from tbe mines to the several 


For pay of commission, warrant and 


other contingent items of the extra arsenals 242,000 petty officers and seamen $2,335,000 
session 3,000 For the incidental expenses of the For pay of superintendents, naval con- 
For a hydrographic survey of the qnartermaster’s department; con- structors, and all the civil establish- 
coast of the northern and north- sisting of postage on public letters ments at the several yards 40,000 
western lakes of the United States, and packets; expenses of courts For provisions : 500,000 
to be expended under the direction martial and courts of inquiry, in- For increase, repair, armament and 
of the president 15,000 cluding compensation to judge ad- equipment of the navy, and wear 
The librarian of congress is authoris- vocates, members, and wituesses; and tear of vessels iu commission | 2,000,000 
ed to employ an additional assist- extra pay to soldiers under the act Four hundred thousand dollars of 
ant, who shall receive a yearly com- of March second, eighteen hundred whieh sum shall be expended in 
pensation of eleven hundred and and nineteen; expenses of express- building and equipping war steam- 
filty dollars 1,150 es, and of the interment of non- ers of medium size. 3 ' 
— ——| commissioned officers and soldiers; For medicines snd surgical instru- 
$3,630,459 35| hire of laborers; compensation of ments, hospital stores, and other 
For tbe service of the general post clerks in the offices of the quarter- expenses on account of the sick 30,000 
office for tbe year eighteen hundred masters and assistant quartermas- For improvement and necessary re- 
and forty-one, in conformity to the ters at posts where their duties can- pairs of the navy yard at Portsmouth, 
act ofsecond July, eighteen hundred not be performed without such aid, New Hampshire 25,000 
and thirty-six: and of temporary agents in charge For improvement and necessary re- 
For transportation of the mail 3,280,000 of dismantled works and in the per- pairs of the navy yard at Charles- 
For compensation of postinasters 1,050,000 formance of other duties; expendi- town, Massachusetts. 423,000 
For ship, steamboat and way letters 40,000 tures uecessary to Keep the two For improvement and necessary re- 
For wrapping paper 25,000 regiments of dragoons complete, in- pairs of the navy yard at Brooklyn, 
For office turmture 5,000 cluding the purchase of horses to New York 78,000 
For advertising 36,000 supply the place of those which For improvement and necessary re- 
For mail bags 35,000 may be lost and become anfit for pairs of the navy yard at Philadel- 
For blanks 33,000 the service, and the erection of sta- pbia, Pennsylvania 9,000 
For mail locks, keys and stamps 15,000 bles 127,000 For improvement and necessary re- 
For mail depredations and special For the coutingencies ofthe army 9,000 pairs of the navy yard at Washing- 
agents 22,000 For extra pay to re-entisted soldiers, ton, D. C. 11,000 
Far elerks for office 210,000 and forthe contingent expenses of For improvement and necessary re- 
For miscellaneous 60,620 the reeruiting service 48,749 pairs of the navy yard at Gosport, 
H. R. 637. For the expenses of an For the carrent expenses of the ord- Virginia 49,000 
exploration and survey of that part nance service 85,000 For improvement and necessary re- 
of the northeastern boandary line of For the armament of fortifications 100,000 pairs of the navy yard near Pensa- 
the United States which separates For orduance, ordnance stores and cola, Florida 20,000 
the states of Maine and New Hainp- supplies 80,000 For defraying the expenses that may 
shire from the British proviuces 75,000 For the national armories 360,000 accrue lor the following purposes, 
——_-——_— | For arsenals 120,000 viz: For the freight and transporta- 
$8,517,079 35 | For the purcbase of a site and rebuild- tion of materials and stores of every 
H. R. 580. For the support of the army for the ing the arsenal at Charleston, South description; for wharfage and dock- 
year 1841. Carolina 25,000 age, storage and rent; travelling 
For the pay of the army $1,172,028 For repairs and improvements and expenses of officers and transporta- 
For the subsistence of officers 514,439 new machinery at the Springfield tion of seamen; bouse rent to pur- 
For forage of officers? horses 114,571 armory 20,000 sers, when duly authorised; for 
For payments in lieu of clothing not For repairs and improvements and funeral expenses; for commissions, 
drawn in kind 80,030 new machinery at the Harper’s Fer- clerk hire, office rent, stationery, 
For subsistence, exclusive of that of ry armory 38,000 and fuel to navy agents; for premi- 
officers 645,599 For the expense of preparing draw- ums and incidental expenses of 
For clothing of the army, camp and ings of a uniform system of artillery 3,600 recruiting; for apprehending deser- 
garrison eqnipage, cooking utensils, For the purchase of saltpetre and ters; for compensation to judge ad- 
and hospital furniture 505,737 hrimstone 20,000 vocates; for per diem allowance to 
For the medical and hospital depart- For continuing the barracks, quar- persons attending courts martial and 
ment 28,000 ters, &c. at Fort Smith 50,000 courts of inquiry, or other services 
For the regular supplies furnished by For barracks, quarters, &c. at Fur- authorised by law; for printing and 
the quactermaster’s department,con- key river 15,000 stationery of every description, and 
sisting of fuel, forage, straw, sta- For continuing the military road on for working the lithographic press; 
tionery and printing 261,000 the western frontier 5,000 for books, maps, charts, mathema- 
For barracks, qnarters, and store- For continuing the barracks, quarters, tical and nautical instruments, chro- 
houses, embracing the repairs and &e. at Sacket’s harbor 1,000 nometers, models, and drawings; 
enlargement of barracks, quarters, For preventing and suppressing hos- for the purchase and repair of fire 
store-liouses and hospitals; the erec- tilities in Florida, to be expended engines and machinery; for the re- 
tion of temporary cantonments, and under the direction of the secretary pair of steam engines in navy vards; 
ofgun houses for the protection of of war, cunformably to the acts of for the purchase and maintenance 
cannon; the purchase of tools aud congress of the nineteenth of March oloxen and horses, and tor carts, 
materials, and of furnitare for the and the second of July, eighteen timber wheels, and workmen’s tools 
barrack rooms; rent of quarters for hundred and thirty-six, and the acts of every description; for pnstage of 
officers, of barracks for troops where therein referred to, viz: For forage; letters on public service; for pilotage 
there are no public buildings tor for freight or transportation of mi- and towing ships of war; for taxes 
their accommodation, of store- litary supplies of every description and assessments on publie property; 
liouses for the safe keeping of sub- from the place of purchase to Flo- for assistance rendered to vessels iu 
sistence, clothing, aud other milita- rida; for the purchase of wagons distress; for incidental laborat navy 
ry supplies, and of grounds for and harness, of boats and lighters, yards, not applicable to any other 
summer cantonments and encainp- and other vessels, of horses, mules, appropriation; tor coal and other 
* inents for military practice 160,000 and oxen to keep up the trains, of fuel, and lor candles and oil, for the 
For transportation of officers’ baggage tools, leather, and other materials use of navy yards and shore sta- 
when travelling on duty without for repairs; for transportion within tions, ant for no other object or 
troops 65,000 Florida, including the hire nfsteam- purpose whatever 450,000 
For transportation of troops and sup- hoats and other vessels for service For contingent expenses for objects 
plics, viz: transportation of the ar- in the rivers and cn the coasts; and not hereinbefore enumerated 3,000 
my and baggage; freight and ferri- the expenses of maintaining the For necessary repairs of the hospital 
agez; purchase or hire ot horses, severa] steamboals and transport building at Charlestown, Mass. 1,500 
mules, oxen, carts, wagons, and schooners, connected with the ope- For necessary repairs of the hospital 
boats for the purposes of transpor- rations of the army; for hire of me- building at Brooklyn, New York 3,000 
tation or garrison use; drayage aud chanics, laborers, mule drivers, For necessary repairs of the hospital 
cartage; hire of teamsters; transpor- teamsters and other assistants, it- building at Norfolk, Va. 2,000 
tation of funds for the pay depart- cluding their subsistence; for mis- For necessary repairs of the hospital 
ment; expense of transport vessels, cellaueous and contingent charges, building at Pennsacola, Florida 1,500 
and of procuring water at such posts and lor arrearages in eighteen buu- For pay of officers, non-commissioned 
as from their situation require its dred and forty 1,061,816 ollicers, musicians, privates, and 
transportation of clothing froin the For removing the raft of Red river, servants serving on shore, and sub- 
depot at Philadelphia to the stations urder the direction of the secretary sistence of officers of the marine 
of the troops; of subsistence from of war 75,000 corps 176,927 
the places of purchase and delivery For designating and marking the For provisions for the non-commis- 
under contracts to such points as boundary line between the state of sioned officers, musicians, privates 
the circumstances of the service Michigan aud territory of Wiskon- and servants and washerwomen 
may require; of ordnance, ord- san 6,600 serving on shore 45,054 
nance stores, and arms from the For clothing 43,662 
foundries and arsenals to the forlifi- $6,041,919 For fuel 16,274 
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For keeping barracks in repair, and 
for rent of temporary barracks at 
New York 

For transportation of officers, non- 
commissioned officers, musicians, 
aud privates, and expenses of re- 
eruiting 

For medicines, hospital supplies, sur- 
gical instruments, pay of matron 
and hospital stewards 

For military stores, pay of armorers, 
keeping arms in repair, accoutre- 
ments,ordinance stores, flags,drums, 
fifes, and other instruments 

For contingent expenses of said corps, 
viz: for treight, ferriage, toll, wharf- 
age and cartage; for per diem al. 
lowance for attending courts martial 
and courts of inquiry, campensation 
to judge advocates, house rent where 
there are no public quarters assign- 
ed, per diem allowance to enlisted 
men on constant labor, expenses of 
burying deceased marines, printing, 
stationery, forage, postage on pub- 
lic letters, expenses in pursuit of 
deserters, candles and oil, straw, 
barrack furniture, bed sacks, spades, 
axes, shovels, pieks, carpenter's 
tools, and for keeping a horse for 
the messenger 

For the purpose of making a satisfac- 
tory experiment of lieut. Hunter’s 
invention to propel war steamers by 
horizontal wheels that will be safe 
from the balls of an enemy 

For defraying the expense of trars- 
porting to the city of Washington, 
and arranging and preserving tlie 
collections made by the exploring 
expedition 


6,000 


8,000 


4,140 


2,300 


17,980 


1,000 


5,000 


$5,926,337 
H. R. 612. For certain fortifications of the United 


States for the year 1841. 
For repairs of Fort Independence and 


sea wall at Castle island 35,000 
For Fort Warren 15,000 
For Fort Adams 35,000 
For fortifications at New London har- 

bor 15,000 
For Fort Schuyler 30,000 
For permanent wharves for Fort Co- 

lumbus, Castle Williams, and South 

battery, Governor's island 10,000 
For repairs of sea wall of Castle Wil- 

liams, and other parts of Governor's 

island 10,000 
For repairs of Fort Gibson, N. York 

barbor 5,000 
For repairs of Fort Washington 15,000 
For Fort Monroe 35,000 
For Fort Calhoun 10,000 
For repairs of Fort Macon 15,000 
For the preservation of the site of 

Fort Macon, North Carolina 25,000 
For Fort Sumter 60,000 
For repairs of Castle Pinckney 2,000 
For Fort Pulaski 15,000 
For Fort Pickens 10,000 
For Fort Barancas 30,000 
For Fort Livingston 30,000 
For repairs of Fort Mifflin 5,000 
For cantingencies of fortifications 5,000 
For incidental expenses atteading re- 

pairs of fortifications 10,000 
For repairs of sea wall ou Deer island, 

Boston harbor 1,500 
For repairs of sea wall on Rainsford 

island, Boston harbor 1,000 
For continuing sea wall at St. Augus- 

tine 15,000 
For the preservation of the site of 

Fort Johnsou 16,000 


$485,500 


H. R. 676. For the support of the military academy 


Jor the year 1841. 

For the pay of ollicers, cadets, and 
musicians 

For the subsistence of officers and ca- 
dets 40,077 

For forage of officers’ horses 

For clothing of officers’ servanis 

For deíraying the expenses of the 
board of visiters at West Point 2,000 

For repairs, improvements and ex- 
penses ot buildings, grounds, roads, 
wharves, boats and fences 

For fuel, forage, stationery, printing, 
transportation ant postage 


7,757 50 


12,531 43 | For the Cherckees 
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For pay of adjutant’s and disbursing 


officer's clerks 930 
For increase and expenses of the li- 
brary 1,000 


For progress with binding books in- 

jured vat the fire in Febrnary, 

eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, 

and imported stitched 300 
For miscellaneous items and inciden- 


tal expenses 726 25 
For the department of engineering 300 
For the department of philosophy 887 33 
For the department of chemistry 525 
For the department of drawing 275 
For the departtuent of mathematics 75 
For the department of artillery 310 
For completing the reconstruction of 

the buildings for the library, engi- 

heer, cheinical and philosophical 

departments, commenced under the 

act of July seven, eighteen hundred 

and thirty-eight 7,581 37 
For military and geographical surveys 

west of the Mississippi river 20,000 
To pay a balance certified by the topo- 

graphical burean to be due to Lyon 

and Howard as the balance upon a 

contract lor building two steam- 

dredging machines upon Lake Mi- 

chigan 4,369 

$165,842 90 
H.R.599. For the payment of the re- 

lutionary and other pensioners of 

the United States, for the year 1841 $314,000 
For payment of invalid pensions 107,000 
For pensions to widows and orphans, 

under tbe act of the fourth of July, 

one thousand eight bundred and 

thirty-six 448,241 
For five years’ pensions to widows, 

under the act of the seventh of July, 

one thousand eight hundred and 

thirty-eight 163,914 
For half pay pensions, payable through 

the offices of the second and third 

auditors 5,000 
For arrearages, payable through the 

second auilitor's office 600 
For arrearages, payable through the 

third auditor's office 1,000 

$1,041,155 


H. R. 543. 


For ihe current and. contingent expenses 


of the Indian department, and. for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations wiih the various Indian tribes for the 


year 1841, viz: 

For the pay of the superintendent of 
Indian affairs at St. Louis, and the 
several Indian agents, as provided 
by the acts of June thirtieth, eigh- 
teen hundred and thirty-four, and 
of March third, eighteen hundred 


and thirty-seven ; 16,500 
For the pay of sub-agents authorised 
by the act of Juue thirtieth, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-four 13,000 
For the pay of interpreters, as autho- 
rised by the same act 11,300 
For the purchase of provisions for In- 
dians at the distribution of annui- 
ties while on visits of business with 
the superintendents and agents, aud 
when assembled on publie business — 11,800 
For the necessary buildings required 
at the several agencies, and repairs 
thereof 2,000 
For postages, rent, stationery, fuel for 
offices, and other contiuzencies of 
the Indian departiaent, and for 
transportation and incidental ex- 
peuses 36,500 
For the salary of one clerk in the of- 
fice of the superintendent of Indian 
affairs south of the Missouri river 1,000 
For carrying into effect the stipula- 
tions ol certain Indian treaties, and 
the laws connected therewith, viz: 
For the Christian Indians 400 
For the Chippewas ofthe Mississippi 35,000 
For the Chippewas of Saganaw 5,800 
For the Chippewas, Menomonees, 
Winuebagoes and N. York Indians 1,500 
For the Chippewas, Ottawas and Pot- 
tawatomies 34,290 
For the Choctaws 49,950 
For the Creeks 63.910 
For the Chickasaws 6,000 
7,610 


For the Delawares 


Y 1 : 10,344 
For the Florida Iudians 9,610 
For the Iowas 7,973 
For the Kickapoos 5,500 
For the Kaskaskins and Peorias 3,000 
For the Kauzas 6,040 
For the Miainies 52,878 
For the Eel Rivers 1,100 
For the Menomonees 31,830 
For the Omahas 1,440 
For the Ottawas and Chippewas 62,365 
For the Ottoes and Missourias 5,640 
For the Osages 34,406 
For the Ottawas 4,300 
For the Pottawatomies 20,200 
For the Pottawatomies of Huron 400 
For the Pottawatomies of the Prarie 16,000 
For the Potlawatomies of the Wabash 20,000 
For the Pottawatomies of Indiana 17,000 
For the Piankeshaws 800 
For the Pawnees 9,600 
For the Quapaws 4,660 
For the Six Nations of New York 4,500 
For the Senecas of New York 6,000 
For the Sioux of the Mississippi 40,510 
For the Yancton and Santie Sioux 1,340 
For the Sacs and Foxes of the Missouri — 7,870 
For the Saes and Foxes of the Mississippi 48,540 
For the Shawnees 7,180 
For the Senecas and Shawnees 2,060 
For the Senecas 2,660 
For the Wyandots 6,810 
For the Weas 3,000 
For the Wyandots, Munsees and De- 

lawares 1,000 
For the Winnebagoes 92,560 
Sec. 2. And be further enacted, That 

the following sums of money be ap- 

propriated lor the purposes of ex- 
tinznishing the Indian title, namely: 
To defray the expenses of holding a 

treaty with the Wyandot Indians in 

the state of Ohio 3,000 
To defray the expenses of holding 

treaties with the Indian tribes for 

the extingnishment ol their titles to 

their lauds within the limits of the 

state of Michigan 5,000 
To defray the expenses of holding a 

treaty with the Sac and Fox, Win- 

nebago aud Sioux tribes of Indians 

for their title of theirland in the ter- 

ritory of Iowa 5,000 
For the expenses of making the treaty 

of twenty. eighth November, eigh- 

teen hundred and forty, with the 

Miarnies, and of obtaining their as- 

Sent to the amendinents of the senate 

by its resolution of the twenty-filth 

February eighteen hundred and for- 

ty-oue 5,000 
H. R. 654. For defraying the ex- 

pense of a celegation of the Semi- 

nole Indians west of the Mississippi, 

and other agents engaged in an at- 

tempt to effect a pacification with 

the hostile portion of that tribe in 

Florida 15,000 
H. R. 6835. For the temporary sup- 

port ol eertain destitute Kickapoo 

Indians 22,600 
H. R. 529. For the removal, subsis- 

tence and benefit of such of the Se- 

minote Indian chief and warriors as 

may surrender for emigration 100,000 

$1,000,968 
PRIVATE. 
S. 18. Avery, Saltmarsh & Co. $9,779 00 
S. 30. Joab Seely 20 00 
S. 62. C. M. Keller and H. Stone 227 50 
S. 192. Lieut. Johu E. Bispham 29 16 


$10,055 66 


RECAPITULATION 
Civil and diplomatic list $8,517,079 35 
Army 6,041,919 00 
Navy 5,926,357 00 
Fortifications 485,500 00 
Military academy 165,842 90 
Revolutionary and other pensioners — 1,044,155 00 
Indian department, treaties, &c. 1,000,968 00 
Private 10,055 66 


$23,191,856 91 


Note.—No new offices created or salaries in- 
creased. 
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CHRONICLE. 
Tne AwrsrAD NEGROES have left New Haven for 
Farrmogina, where they are to be placed on the farm 
of Mr. Williams, until able to take care of themselves. 


Baxr U. S. The notes of the U. S. Bank of Penn- 
sylvania depreciated to 17a 18 per cent. in Philadel- 
phia. Efforts were made to induce the other banks of 
the city to receive them ja. paymeat, duriag the pro- 
gress of which their value in market varied trom the 
ahove rate to 12a 125, "They had declined to 225 be- 
low specie standard ia N. York. 

In London the shares of the bank were at £9 at the 
last dates. 

OF the bills drawa by the Bank of the U. States on 
Morrisoa & Co. about £450,000 had been accepted. 
£100,000 on Browns, aad £190,000 on Deniston, had 
also been accepted. £70,000 on Morrison drawn to 
pay the Boston debt, went ont Ly the packet which 
carried the news of the third suspension. ‘The fate of 
these is of course nat known, but there is no reason to 
doubt that they were regularly accepted. If so, this 
whole job is disposed of. LN. X. Jour. of Com. 


CANAL NAVIGATION. The water has been let into 
the whole line of the Pennsylvania canals between Phila- 
delphia and Pittsburg, and the canal is in operation 
except at the Huntingdon aqueduct. 

Mr. Crav's bealth continued to improve. 
this city on Friday last in the Frederick ears 
west, accompanied by senator Morehead and 
other gentlemen. 


Corton. Liverpool dates at the 2d inst. says: We 
have had a great demand for cotton to-day, aad the 
sales amount to 7,500 bales at very full prices, with a 
gradually advancing market. Speculators sre by ao 
meaas iaaetive, having taken of the above from 2,300 
to 3,000 bales. 

March 3. We have had another brisk day in cot- 
ton. Consumers are very active buyers, and have 
taken 5,000 bales at Saturday’s full prices, in many in- 
stances at id. advance on Friday's prices lias been 
paid, 2,000 bales are placed to speculators’ account; 
to-day the market closes with a firm and healthy feel- 
ing. 


He left 
tor the 
several 


Countrrrits. The Philadelphia Sentinel says that 
counterfeit American quarters of dollars are in circula- 
tion. Thev are dated 1836, and are so well executed 
that it is difficult to distinguish them from the genuine. 


Cnorox aquepuct. The water commissioners 
have made a report to the common council of New 
York, enclosing the copy of a memorial which they 
had presented ro the legislature. This memorial sets 
forth that the whole liae of the aqueduct in Westches- 
ter county, thirty-two miles in length is completed, 
with the exception of forty yards in length, und the 
remaining portions of the work, excepting the high 
bridge and receiviag and distribnting reservoir will be 
completed during the ensuing summer. 


Deatus, during the last week at IN. York 156, of 
which 33 were by consumption, and 4 by small pox. 
In Baltimore 53, of whom 10 were tree culored, aad 4 
slaves; 20 were under] year of age and 24 over 21 
years. 


Frovm. The inspections of the last week in Balti- 
more amounts to 7,996 barrels. 


Greenoven's sTATUE or Wasuineton. The Phila- 
delphia North American says, that Greenouglh’s statue 
of Washington is completed, and is now on its way to 
this country on board of the U. S. ship Obie. He has 
received instalments to the amount ol $20,000 and the 
balance, $5,000, is to be paid on delivery of the work. 
It will occupy the centre of the rotunda in the capitol 
at Washington. 


Gen. Gaines’ surr. Gen. Gaines’ suit against B- 
Chew and others, is in a queer predicament. 

Gen. Gaines wants to proceed in the Louisiana 
court according to the rules of. chancery practice, as 
lud down by the U. S. supreme court, ‘I'he district 
judge will not permit it. ‘The supreme court say they 
have no power to compel him to conform to those 
rules; and all that they can. do is regularly to reverse 
bis decisions on the question of. praeuce, as often as it 
is brought up for their adjudicauon, They extremely 
regret the district judge’s course—they say it amounts 
in some cases toa denial of a man’s rights—but they 
are powerless. (St. Louis Gazette. 


Ginarp’s WILI. The case of Girard vs. the mayor, 
aldermen and citizens of Philadelphia, disputing the 
validity of the will of ihe Inte Stephen Girard, was call- 
ed up tor argument on Monday morning, in the United 
States cirenit court before judges Baldwin and Hop- 
kins. Afer a few words from connsel, the case was 
pesiponed until the completion of some necessary forms. 
Able counsel will argue the ease on buth sides, and 
among them the hon. Jolin Sergeant appears on the 
part of the city, and the hon. Walter Jones on the part 
of the complainant. [Phil, Nut. Gaz. 


GREAT rresner. The rail road murch injured. Pro- 
bulle inundation of Augusta aud Hamburg, The con- 
pated rams which have prevailed fora number ot days 
past, have doubtless becn the cause of much damage 
aud destruction of property in the interior. Its effects 
on the rail road, buve been of the must disastrous cha- 
racter, and great fears ure entertained that Hamburg 
and Angusta have again suffered even to u greater extent 
than during the freshet of lust summer. 


We have had no mail from these places siace Wed- 
nesday last. On Saturday, a coaductor of the cars 
on the rail road, arrived ia town, who left Hamburg on 
Thursday moraiag last. He states that the waier at 
that place, when he left, was within eight feet as high 
as at the recent iauadatioa—that the river was rising at 
the rate of 18 inches per hour—aad that the iahabitaats 
were removiag their families and goods, in anticipation 
of the place being submerged. At House ereek (4 
miles from Hamburg) about 200 feet of the road was 
entirely broken up; and at Edisto swamp about a 
mile and a half of the road was impassible. ‘The con- 
ductor reached Branchville on Thursday night, and 
started from there with a hand carat 11 o'clock on Eri- 
day, reaching Summerville at 10 P. M. from which 
place he came to town on Saturday morning. 

At Cattle creek (fifty-five miles from the city) seve» 
ral hundred feet of the railway is broken up, the 
trussle work washed away, and the rails held together 
only by the irva., la the course of tl:e udis of the 
coaduetor and those in his company they encounter- 
ed much faügue, and had some narrow escapes of loss 
of life. 

At the foot of the inclined plane the banks were all 
falling ia, covering the track of the road. 

The locomotive Ravencl had started on Thursday, to 
give assistance to passengers coming down, and at 
Edisto swamp, the road gave way, and threw her on the 
embankment, where she now lies. She had a freight 
car attached. which floated off with the rail road hands, 
who were all, however, safe, the water at that point be- 
iag 10 feet deep. 


Since the information above received, we have had 
a conversation with Mr. Tupper, the president of the 
Hamborg road, who arrived here oa Saturday evening, 
and leftagain yesterday, to superintend tbe work of 
repairing the damage caused by the freshet. From him 
we learn that there is now no communication above 
the Four Hole swamp—that the water was on the rise 
when he left, (4 P. M. on Saturday)—that at that place 
the rail was covered for the distance of a mile—and 
that half a mile of the railway was broken up. 1t was 
the impression of those who were experienced in the 
matter, that the water would continue to rise yet, for 
a day or two, although the rain had ceased; and at the 
present time no ealeulation can be made as to whatmay 
he the amount of damages sustained. 

(Charleston Courier, March 15. 


HosrrTALs. We have received an interesting pam- 
phlet irom the pen of F. A. Packard, esq. of this city, 
who has recently returned from a visit to England and 
the continent, coniainiag memoranda of the principal 
hospitals, prisons, &c. in France, Scotland and Eog- 
land, addressed to the acting committee of the Philadel- 
phia society for alleviating the miseries of public pri- 
soas. Mr. P. has evidently been a diligent and discrimi- 
nating observer, and the results of his inquiries as here 
embodied, will be read with interest and profit. It is 
undoubtedly true as he states, that publie sentiment 
among all civilized nations is passieg through a great 
change on the subject of prison discipline, and the 
treatment of the children of misfortune and sorrow. 
Hence facts, such as are collated ia this paruphlet 
have a special value. Weare sorry to see such evi- 
dence ot the neglect of the claims of a wise mercy not 
only in the prison discipline of France and Englaad, 
but in their asylums for the insaae. Take this picture 
of the Hospice de la Sal Petriere in Paris, a Innate 
asylum. Itis so called from its having been originally 
a saltpetre manufactory, and was cenverted mto a 
place f confineuent for beggars nearly 200 years ago. 
Mr. P. says: 

“Tt is an immense structure, being 1,630 feet long by 
1,164 broad, and covering 109,000 squure yards. The 
principal front is 600 feet 1n length. ‘Phe largest num- 
ber of iamates received in any one year is 9,000. The 
buildings are now appropriated exclusively to women, 
the anmber of whom on the day of my visit was 5,500, 
ot whom 1.230 were lanaties, 500 eqlepties, and 300 
idiots. My fancy never could have painted the horrible 
speciacle Y saw in their wards and yards. In one of 
the enclosures I saw fifteen or twenty small buildings 
resembling very closely those which are put up in zoo- 
losical gardeas for particular classes of wild animals. 
The doors were doubled like those of a prison. In 
some of them a place was fitted up inuch like the cages 
of lions and tigers in the menageries. The floor was 
strewed with straw. A thiek, strong barrier, hke a rack 
for cattle to eat from, separated the maniac from the 
spectator. Rolliag about in this filthy straw, I saw a 
woman, nealy or quite unclothed, and an object of the 
most loathsome description. In goiaginto two or three 
of these cages, I was cautioned to be on my guard, as 
„they were ferteuse—and. who would not be under cir- 
euinstanees so hornbly aggravated! The idiots were 
nearly all in one yard, aud their filthy persons and re- 
volg countenances added to their grimaces and mut- 
terings, presented a heart-sickening scene. The epi- 
leptics and paralyties were less offensive, but their si- 
toation is any thing but comfortable, us we use the 
tern.” (Phila. Sentinel, 


Grn. Jackson visited Nashville on the 4th iastant; 
and his general health, the Nashville Union says, seems 
to be as good as it has been for several years. 


Cor. R. M. Jonssox. The Richmond Enquirer ol 
the 10th says: An ussertion has been made by several 
of tho whig presses, that ex-vice president Johnson lias 
given in his adhesion tothe new adimiustration, ‘The 
ast Petersburg Statesman has repeated the teport. 


have changed or ean change 
is very humiliating to me. 


But the New York Evening Post contradicts it, It 
quotes a letter written by col. Johnson on the 11th inst. 
which states explicitly as follows: 

“J know rumor can make my friends believe that I 
my position in polines; it 
The romors of that kind 
cannot be worthy of any thing but the lie direct from 
those who have confidence in me.” 


Mormon war. An unprofitable business. The pay- 
master general of the Missouri militia has made a re- 


port, in which it appears, that what he ealls the Mor- 
mon wur, cost the state of Missouri one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars. 


More. The business capacity of Mobile may be 
inferred from these facts. Stock of cotton new on 
hand, 105,726 bags against 110,326 last year. Imports 
this season, 173,986 bags of cotton, —18,000 barrels of 
flour,—35,000 sacks of salt, —5,500 barrels of whiskey, 
6,885 bags of coffee, —1,226 barrels of pork,—3,500 
pieces of bagging and 8,900 coils rope. The receipts 
of cotton for 1540 up to this time were 168,124 bags.— 
Exports this year 69,312 against 59,262 last season.— 
At the preseat time they have 63 ships, 11 barques, 9 
brigs and 22 vessels in port. 


Sroexs. London, March 3. The stock market ia 
firm to-day, though the transactions have been limited. 
Coasols for money are 832 to 882, and for the account 
§9ia89!. Exchequer bills maintain the advance to 10 
and 12 prem. and India bonds are at8al4 dis. ‘The 
new three and a half per cents realise 97ga}, and the 
three per cents 89fa4. 


Sram sums. The Britannia left Boston on tbe af- 
ternoon of the 16tb for Liverpool, with oaly fifteen 
passengers. Just as she was leaving her berth, two 
men had their legs broken by the parüng of a hawser. 


Srrampoats. The Renown was snagged and sunk 
a short time since at Moore's Bloff, on the Litle Big- 
bee river. She was on her downward passage, and 
had some cotton on board, though not a full cargo. 
This is the fourth boat which lias been sunk in the 
Alabama river within a week. 

Steamer Chester was snagged on the Mississippi, 
about 18 miles above the mouth of the Ohio, and, it is 
feared, will prove a total loss of boat and cargo; as 
part of her hurricane deck is under water. She hada 
valuable cargo of produce, and was bound to New 
Orleans. The accident occurred the morning of the 


7th inst.in rounding to at a wood yard, and she filled 


sn quick that the passengers were not able to secure 
the whole of their baggage. 


TEMPERANCE AT LoweLL, Mass. On the question 
“shall the mayor and aldermen be instructed to grant 
no liceases for the sale of intoxicating drinks, during 


the ensuing municipal year?"—the vote was as follows: 
yeas 830; nays 365, 


Tosacco TRADE. During the year 1810, no less than 
2,069 hhds. of tobacco were exported trom Baltimore 
to Trieste, Austria. 

Commercial accounts from Genoa state that five 
cargoes of tobacco had arrived in that city from Rich- 
mond during the same year, designed for the transit 
trade opened with inland countries by the }4:h article 
of the late treaty of commerce with Sardinia. 

[ Madisonian. 


. Tue wEiTBER. Winter has truly been “lingering 
inthe lap of spring," from the 4th tothe 20:h was un- 
usually severe for March. Sleighing was good in 
maay places. A heavy N, W. snow storm la-ted froin 
the 17th to ihe 19th, and the snow was eightcea inekes 
deep in the viemity of Norfolk an the last mentioned | 
date. Oir the 20th the weather changed, and the tem- 
peratnre since has heen delightful. ! 
At Rochester, N. Y. on Saturday, 12th and 13th 


| instant, snow fellto the depth of abont a foot. At Al- 


| 
bany on Wednesday morning last, the mercury stuod — 
only 3 degrees above zero, | 

The Raleigh N. C. Register of the 19th says thatthe | 
snow was lying there ten inches deep. | 

They have had thirty-one snow storms at Bangor 
this season, and the sleighing has been good there since 
19th of November. 

The winter in Missouri it appears has been as re- 
markable for drought as it has been upon the Atlantic 
for rain. 

The Lexington, Missouri Express of the 20th Feb. 
says: ‘There has not been a drop of rain during this 
whole winter, and only about four inches of snow, al- 
together. Our streets and roads are dry and in fiae 
order. To take the season through, we never observed 
a milder or more delightful one, even in the Old Domi- 
nion, 

A letter from Monticello, Sulliven county, N. Y. dat 
ed the 13th inst. says that the snow is four feet deep, 
that many of the cross roads are impassable. 


Imrration. Wooden eakes, beautifully frosted, and 
mahogany doughnuts, are advertised to be let for pare 
ties in one of the Bangor papers. 


WrsTERN Rivers. From the 12th. to the 15ih the | 
water ia the Ohio rose with extraordinary rapidity.— 
On the 15th they had upwards of 20 fect in the chane 
nel. The Comberland at Nashville on the 10th inst. 
was still on the rise; and some heavy rains having lal- 
leu, there wasa good prospect that it would continue 
in à good state for navigation for some weeks. The 
river at St. Loms was ia gool order on the 9th instant; 
and the Brazil had arrived from this port. 
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FOREIGN APTICLES. 
ENGLAND. 

American manufactures. A correspondent of the 
London Courier alludes to the fact that the Birming- 
bam and Gloucester railway company have **actual- 
ly bought ten locomotive engines made in the Unit- 
ed States." They cost upwards of £1,500 each; 
but it is “the stigma and reflections” cast pou the 
manufactories of England that is complained of. 
The writer adds: 

“It is a lact that iron, cotton, woollen and other 
manulactures are extending in America, France, 
Germany, Switzerland and other countries; still let 
us hope the day is lar distant when our manufactu- 
rera shall feel the diminution of foreign demand for 
the immense quantity of goods manulactured in this 
country. It is to be hoped the introduction of fo- 
reign machinery will rouse our mechanical men to 
greater application, which will tend to further and 
more important inventions and improvements in 
engines and other articles of machinery, so necessa- 
ry to maintain our commercial supremacy and so 
indispensable for the support of our vast popula- 
tion.” 

Stalistics af the London post office. We gather the 
following troin a report recently made to our go- 
verninent hy Mr. Plitt, who was sent oot sometirne 
ago to Enrope, by the direction of Mr. Van Buren, 
for the purpose of collecting information relative 
te the post office and mail arrangement of the old 
world. ` 

The average number of lettera received daily, for 
delivery in the London post office, is 75,350. 

The average number of newspapers received dai- 
ly, lor delivery in the London post office, is 11,460. 

The average number of letters sent, daily posted 
in London, is 80,370. 

The average number of letters daily distributed 
and forwarded, is 22,310. 

The average number of newspapers daily posted 
in London, is 83,410. 

The average number of newspapers daily distri- 
buted anıl forwarded, is 3,000. 

In the London district post, the average number 
of letters received and delivered daily, is 68,000; 
number of newspapers, 3,500. 

Besides the letter carriers there are also attached 
to the general post, ninety-five bellmen, who call 
at every honse in their walk for letters to go by 
the evening despatch. They carry a locked bag, 
with an aperture large enough to drop in a letter, 
which can only be opened at the post office. Any 
person baviug letters to go by the mail may drop 
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{hem inlo the bag himself, pay the bellman his fee 
of one penny for each letter, and then may rest as- 
sored that they will be despatched by the mail of 
the same eveuing. 

The number of post towns in the United King- 
doin is 3,938; the number of miles upon which the 
mail in the United Kingdom is annually carried by 
mail coaches, horse and [oot posts, is 7,464,250; by 
railways, 926,590. The annual cost of which, for 
the former, is £302,659; for the railway, is 
£19,940. 

Each mailis accompanied with a guard, armed 
with a blnuderbuss and pistols. The business has 
increased immensely, siuce the introduction of tle 
penny post system. 

FRANCE. 

M. Guizot. The Americans in Paris have united 
in soliciting M. Guizor to sit for his portrait to an 
Americao artist, Mr. HeaLy, testifying thereby tlie 
high estimation in which they hold the distinguish- 
ed Frenchman, for his admirable essay on the cha- 
racter of WasHineton. The London Quarterly, 
we may add, speaks of this book of Guiznt's, as the 
ablest of his works. The letter froin the American 
committee concludes by saying: 

“Our ulterior purpose is to transmit the portrait 
to the speaker of our congress, and to request for it 
a place in the library of that body, as a periaanent 
meinorial of the profound respect wbich we enter- 
tain for your personal character and intellectual 


7 | trophies, and, in particular, of the gratitude which 


all Americans should feel, lor your hberal agency 
in exhibiting anew to Europe; the true nature of 
their revolution, and the distinctive pre-eminence 
of it here.” 

To this communication M. Guizot replicd in the 
following manaer: 

“Department of foreign affairs, Paris, Feb. 12. 

“Genllemen—I am protoundly sensible to your 
proceeding. lacceptwith gratitude the honor you 
are pleased to confer. As soon as I shall be disen- 
gaged Irom the imperative occupations, which, at 
this juncture, leave no moment at my own disposal, 
1 will cheerlully give to the American artist, whom 
you designate, the sittings requisite for iny portrait. 
It gratifies me exceedingly that the United States 
of America, have found my homage to Washington 
worthy of the great man. I shall rejoice, il'a placc 
be assigned to be in the library of congress, and 1 
thank you for the conception. I pray you, gentle- 
men, to receive the sincere assurance of my inmost 
distinguished consideration. *GUIZOT." 

PORTUGAL. 

Portuguese legation in U. S. 18th March, 1811. 

The Lisbon “Diario do Governo" of the 17th De- 
cember, 1840, contains the official publication of tlie 
amnesty grauted, ou the preceding day, by H. M. 
the queen of Portugal, and of which the following 
is a translation: 

“Desiring to give a public testimony of my royal 
clemency towards my subjects who deceived and 
led into crime, were the instruments of the attempts, 
and revolutionary movements whicl: occurred in 
this capitol on the night of the llth to the 12th of 
August last, on 27th of the said month in the city 
of Castello Branco, and on the Ist of September in 
Portoalegre, l am pleased, after consulting my coun- 
cil of ministers, and availing of the power the po- 
litical constitution ot the monarchy confers upon 
me, m its article 82d and 11th, to decree as lol- 
lows: 

“Those Porluguese, who, deceived and led into 
crime, were the instruments of the attempts and 
revolutionary movements on the night of the Lth 
to the 12th of August last in this capitol, of the 
27th of the said month in Castello Branco, and of 
the Ist of September in Portoalegre, are pardoned; 
they shall no longer be molested, all proceedings 
against them shall cease, and remain in oblivion. 

“The millitary officera, who, in contempt of their 
most sacred duties, of honor and fidelity of the 
army and navy, beaded the aforementioned attempts 
and revolutionary movements, or took part in theta, 
are excepted from the aforesaid amnesty; legal pro- 
ceedings shall remain in force, and be instituted 
against them for the crimes of insubordination, mi- 
litary sedition, and desea tion.” 

«The ministers and secretaries of state of all the 
departments shall so understand it, and cause it to 
be executed. Palace das Necessidades, the t6th ol 
December 1840. THE QUEEN, Conde do Bom- 


Jim, Rodrigo du Fonseca Magathaes, Antonio, Ber- 
nardo da Costa Cabral, Florido Roriguez Pereira 
Ferras.” 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

Latest from Rio de Janciro. The brig Mary, at 
this port, brings advices fron Rio de Janeiro to the 
6th February. By her we have received files of 
papers of that city to the 5th of February, from 
which the following items are translated. We 
are also indebted to the kindness of a commercial 
ad for the annexed extract of a letler received by 

er: 

Great disturbances had occurred al Bolivia at the 
election for members of the general legislature. 
Some lives were lost and much disorder prevailed, 
Mr. Pedro Rodrigues Fernandes Chaves, late Brazi- 
lian charge, in this country, had arrived a Rioin the 
Falmouth packet. 

The coufirmation of Lavalle's defeat had been 
brought to Rio by the French steamer “Tonnere.” 
Even Lavalle's party gave his cause up as lost. 

The rebels of Rio Grande had invaded the pro- 
vince of St. Catharine; fears were entertained that 
the province of St. Pauls mightshare the same fate, 
iu consequence of which the government had called 
out the militia of tbe latter province to aid the re- 
gular force. 1 

There were rumors of a revolution in Paraguay 
against the existing government, the object of which 
was to call a general congress. 

General Hunter, tae United States eharge, had 
addressed a note to the imparlial government ex- 
pressing his thanks for the ready and valuable ex- 
ertions of the Brazilian navy ín behalf of the 
United States ship Marion. Mr. Hunter also re- 
quested that permiasion inight be granted to cap- 
tain Long of the corvette Boston, to erect a tem- 
porary observatory on Rat Islaod for astronoinical 
observations, and correction of chonometers, which 
was granted, 

The Moutevidean government had convoked the 
legislature for the 15th February last, for the only 
purpose of taking into consideration the atlairs 
which directly or indirectly concern “the defence 
and safety of the republic." "This speaks volumes 
for the state of that country in its quarrels with ge- 
neral Rosas. ‘This general had placed himself at the 
head of the Buenos Ayrean army, and Philip Arana, 
the secretary of state, was acting as governor of 
the republic, aud in thal capacity had sent his mes- 
sage to the 28th legislature, which was in session. 

Revolution in Vera Cruz. The New Orleans 
Bulletin of the 12th contains the following letter 
translated from a Yucatan paper, the Siglo XIX, of 
Merida, just received. 

“Carmen, Feb. 9th, 1841. 

*I beg to inform you of the arrival last night of 
the Texian war schooner St. Barnard, which lelt 
Galveston on the 24th of last month, bound to Vera 
Cruz for the purpose of delivering to the com- 
mander of the first British man of war he might fall 
in with, the despatches of Mr. Pactcenham, frorn the 
cabinet of St. James, respecting the recognition of 
the independence of Texas. 

“The St. Barnard appeared off Vera Cruz on 27th 
of the said month, and its commander has informed 
us that on that day, about 6 P. M. he heard loud 
eannonading between the castle of San Juan de 
Ulloa and the city of Vera Cruz, and that there were 
also heavy discharges of musketry; that the firing 
lasted about two hours, and that there remained no 
doubt but that the firing from the city was made 
with balls, as some of them fell within half a mile 
of where the St. Bernard lay. After nightfall the 
St. Bernard left for this island for the purpose of re- 
placing a mast she had carried away. 

Her commander assures us, she will return again 
to Vera Cruz for the purpose of accomplishing the 
object above stated. It is also stated that the 
Texian steamship of war Zavalla, will arrive at 
this port in a few days. The preceding information 
was given by the commander of the St. Bernard to 
the inilitary commandant of this island through the 
British vice council, Mr. George Shiels. 

MEXICO. 

Letters received at New Orleans from Matamo- 
ras and the city of Mexico, &c. state that general 
Arista lias succeeded in two ‘pitched battles” in 
chasing the Camanche Indians beyond the Irontiers, 
capturing all the horses, money, &c. which they 
had robbed from the department ot Coahuilas, and 


vo 
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releasing forty-two captives the savages had carried 
away prisoners. Arista arrived at Matamoras on 
the 14th February, and was received by the inha- 


bitants with every demonstration of joy. 


TEXAS. 

The Courier and Enquirer publishes a Ietter from 
general James Hamilton, the Texian cominissioner 
in Europe, dated Paris, 14th February, in which 
that gentleman announces that on “that day he had 
concluded a contract with the bank of J. Lafitte & 
Co. for the Texian loaa.” 

It is not stated for what amount, nor on what 
terms, this loan was obtained. 

We have received Texas papers to the 17th inst. 
brought by the steam packet New York. / 

[New Orleans Bullelin. 

The papers contain very little news of interest. 

The report from the frontiers is, that every thing 
wears a pacific aspect. 4 

Ata dinner given to gen. Houston in Galveston, 
the French consul gave the following toast: 

* May the ties of friendship which unite the re- 
public of France, end which found their first germ 
on the illustrious field of San Jacinto, be strength- 
ened by a commercial intercourse, and may France 
soon see the single star wave in her commercial 
ports.” 

An unknown correspondent writes to us from 
Galveston, that news had just come in of a great 
flood in the Colorado, which had carried away five 
or six miles of the raft above Matagorda. We should 
be pleased to have this report confirmed, as would 
be all others interested in the navigation of that 
noble river. 

A rumor was also afloat that the Texian ship St. 
Bernard had been captured by the Mexicans. This 
report perhaps has some connexion with the caunon- 
ading at Vera Cruz. 

CANADA. 

The papers continue to give accounts of the riots 
attendant upon the elections in Canada. In Ber- 
thier county, according to the Montreal Herald, the 
scenes ol violence and bloodshed were unparallel- 
ed. That paper states that about a thousand Cana- 
dians, armed with blodgeons, attacked a body of 
Irishmen, estimated at forty or fifty; and that the 
encounter resulted in the death of one Canadian and 
six Irishmen, and the wounding of a great number 
on both sides. 

The union party, which excludes the tories, will 
have, it is said, a considerable majority in the par- 
liament of Canada under the new administration. 
in several places very serious disturbances and riots 
have grown aut of the elections. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

PRESIDENT HARRISON, as we learn from the 
Washington papers, was taken ill on Saturday even- 
ing last, of a severe pneumonia, which, for several 
days assumed such character as to create the most 
serious apprehensions. We are happy in being 
able to state that letters have been received here, 
dated at Washington, 5 o’clock, yesterday morning, 
which represent that the president passed a quiet 
pight,and every hope was entertained ol his recovery. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE, Mr. WEBSTER, left 
Washington on Sunday, 28th alt. for New York, 
in consequence of the dangerous illness of Mrs. 
Webster’s father, Herman Le Roy, a gentleman 
of advanced age, long known as au eminent mer- 
chant of that city. He returned to the seat of go- 
vernment on Thursday evening last. 

THe ATTORNEY GENERAL or THE U. S. Mr. 
CRITTENDEN, reached Washington on the 29th ult. 
from the western part of New York, to which he | 
had been on official business, | 


APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS BY THE PRE- 
SIDENT, by and with the advice and consent of the sc- 
nale. 

Jacoh De La Motta, to be recciver of public mo- 
ney at Charleston, in the state of South Carolina. 

George Loyall, to be navy agent for the pnrt of 
Nortolk, Va. reappointed. 

John P. Henry, to be navy agent lor the port of 
Savannah, Ga. reappointed. 

Thomas Hayes, to be navy agent for the port of 
Philadelphia, in place of Michael W. Ash, resigued. 
Promotions. 

Commander W. A. Spencer, to be a captain in 
the navy from the 22d January, 1241. 

Lieutenant A. Bigelow, to be a commander in the 
navy from the 22d January, 18-11. 

Passed midshipman William L. Maury, to be a 
lieutenant in the navy from the 26th February, 1841. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 

Robert C. Wetmore, to be navy agent for the 
port of New Yoik, in place of John R. Living- 
ston, jr. removed, 


John Chambers, to be governor of the territory 
of Iowa. 

Otho H. W. Stull, to be secretary for said terri- 
tory. 

Thomas B. Johnson, to be marshal for said terri- 
tory. 

Cornelius Darragh, to be attorney for the western 
district of Pennsylvania, Walter Forward, who was 
appointed to said office, having declined its accept- 
ance. 

Return J. Meigs, to be attorney for the middle 
district of Tennessee. 

Charles Hopkins, to be solicitor of the general 
land office. 

John Hogan, to be register of the land office at 
Dixon, Iltinois, vice Samuel Hacklelon, removed. 

James Watson Riley, register of the land office 
at Lima, Ohio. 

Collectors of ihe customs. 

Nathaniel F. Williams, Baltimore, Md. vice Wil- 
lian Frick, removed. 

Levi Lincoin, district of Boston and Charlestown, 
vice George Bancrolt, resigned. 

Joseph Eaches, Alexandria, D. C. vice George 
Brent reoioved, 

William P. Briggs, for the district of Vermunt 
vice A. W. Hyde, removed. 

William Coad, St. Mary's, Maryland, vice James 
W. Roach, removed. 

Robert W. Alston, St. Mark's, Florida, vice J. 
F. Kackler, removed. 

Arnold Naudin, Delaware, vice Henry Whitely, 
removed. 

Surveyor. 

William Floyd, Town Creek, Maryland, vice 

James R. Thompson, removed. a 
Land office receiver. 

Daniel G. Garnsey, Dixon, Illinois, vice John 
Dement, removed. 

Posimasters. 

John C. Montgomery, at Philadelphia, in the 
place of James Page, removed. 


James Rees, at Geneva, N. York, in the place of 


G. J. Grosvenor, removed. 
SET D. Hoyt, at Palmyra, Wayne county, N. 
ork. 

Enoch A. Hall, at West Bloomfield, Ontario 
county, N. York. 

Matthew H. Stevens, at Shusan, Washington 
county, N. York. 

Jonathan K. Horton, at Greenwich, Washington 
connty, N. York. 

Jerome D. Mosher, at White Creek, Washing- 
ton county, N. York. 

John Harris, at Charlestown, Middtesex county, 
Massachusetts. 

David Brigham, Madison, Lowa county, Wis- 
konsan territory. 

Jared Lake, South Port, Racine caunty, Wis- 
konsan territory. 

Enos Smith, Raciac, Racine county, Wiskonsan 
territory. 

Horace Hatch, Pike, Allegheny county, N. Y. 

Asahel Burrington, Burke, Caledonia county, 
Verinont. 

Isaac Covington, Berlin, Worcester county, Ma- 
ryland. 

John C. Rouse, Argyle, Washington county, N. 
York. 

Cor. Jonn CuausEns, of Kentucky, it will be 
perceived, is officially announced as being appoint- 
ed by the president to be governor of the territory 
of lowa. Itis understood that the president ten- 
dered to him an office of greater emolument at the 
seat of the general government, but le preferred 
the station to which he is appointed. [ Nat. Ind. 


Our townsman, Jon L. Witson, esq. has de- 
clined the appointment of district attorney of-the 
U.S. for the western district of Florida, recently 
conleried upon him by the government. 

[ Churleslon Courier. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, MARCH 27, 1841. To 
M. St. Cloir Clarke, William S. Murphy and. Hud- 
son M. Garland, esgrs. 

GENTLEMEN: It is the desire of the president to 
be fully acquainted wilh the state of progress in 
which the public works in this city now are, and 
with the degree of skill, fidelity and economy with 
which those works are eariied on. 

For this purpose be has appointed you a cam- 
mission ol examination and inquiry. and he wishes 
you to direct your attention to the following points: 

1. What is the number of persons employed on 
(he public buildings now in progress in the city, 
exclusive of laborers? This is the more necessary 
as many of these persons hold offices not created by 
specific provisions ol law. 


2. What is the respective duty of each of these 


persons? 


3. What prices are paid to thein lor their servi- 


ces; and whether, in any case, the compensation is 
unreasonably large? 


4. Whether there has been, oris, any just ground 


of complaint against those persons, or any of tbein, 
either in regard to their own diligence and skill, or 
in regard to their treatmeut of laborers employed by 
then? 


If you have any reason tu suppose that any one 


has been guilty of misconduct, yon will state tlie 


charge to him and give him an opportunity to an- 
swer it; and will report no evidence of which the 
party shall not have had notice. 

You will iiquire into no man’s political opinions 
or preferences; but, if it be alledged that any per- 
son, baving the power of employing and dismissing 
laborers, has used that power, either in employing 
or dismissiug, with any reference to the political 
opinions of those who nay have been employed or 
dismissed, or for any political or party object wliat- 
ever, or in any other way violated bis duty for par- 
ty or election purposes, you will inquire into the 
truth of sueh suggestion; and it you find reason to 
think it well-tounded, iu any case you will state 
the particular facts and circumstances on which 
your opinion js formed. 

It is not intended that this commission shall be 
of long conlinuance, nor be attended with any con- 
siderable expense. You will use as much despateh, 
therelore, as the nature of the case may allow, and 
make report to this department. A reasonable sum 
will be allowed to you for yaur time and service out 
of the appropriate fund. 

By the president’s order: 

Danie, WEBSTER, seerciury of stele. 


TREASURY CIRCULAR, In pursuance of instruc- 
tions from the secretary of the treasury, the follow- 
ing circular has been forwarded to alt the disburs- 
ing officers and agents of the war, navy and Indian 
departments, whose accounts are subject to the re- 
vision of the second comptroller. 

Circular. Treasury department, second compirol- 
ler’s office, March 22, 1841. 

Sig: You are hereby requested to render your 
account of disbursements for the current quarter as 
soan atter its close as praeticable, and in so doing 
you will present with and refer to in your account 
current two abstracts, one referring to vouchers for 
pay ments made for demands which accrued prior to 
the 4th instant, the other tothose subsequent there- 
to, unless your disbursements since that day have nol 
exceeded. in amount the funds then on hand. Should 
that be the lact, your account may be rendered as 
heretofore. 

You will, however, in all cases, report the 
amount of funds in your hands on the 4th instant, 

Subsequent quarterly accounts are to be render- 
edas required above, should they embrace pay- 
ments tor demands which acerued prior to the 4th 
inst* By direction of the secretary of the treasury: 

ALBION K. Parris, complroller 

THE EX-PRESIDENT. Mr. Pun Buren has been 
received in New York, in the warmest and most 
cordial manner. The N. York Evening Post says: 
Thongh the day was unpropitious, the rain falling 
in torients tbe greater part of the time, nothing 
could have exceeded the animation of the occasion, 
Not since the famous visit of gea. Jackson in 1833, 
have the people turned out in greater numbers or 
testified with more sincere and unequivocal expres- 
sion their approbation of the services, and their es- 
teem of the virtues, of a public servant. 

When he landed at Castle Garden, the air was rent 
with the shouts of the multitude who tbronged to 
see him, and so great was the press of people, and 
so eager the desire of bis l'iiends to pay theiriespects 
to the distinguished statestnan who liad sustained | 
their principles, under all circumstances, with a 
manly zeal and honesty, that it was difficult a way | 
was made for hiin to the coach designed to carry hiim 
in the procession. 

The crowd pressed round the carrige, and hung 
upon its steps and wheels. Nothing less than a hearty 
shake of the hand, or a personal recognition, seemed 
to satisfy their ardent wish to manifest their 
undiminished attachment to their intrepid leader, 
who had been so true to his and their convictions, 
during the great politieal struggles of the last twelve 
yeas, and their unwavering confidence in his pa- 
triotism, fidelity and talent. 

The procession, which was headed by captain | 
Brown's corps of lancers, beautifully dressed and . 
equipped, and a numerous body of armed firemen, | 
under the command of capt. Follen, moved in the | 
direction of Broadway. But bere the street was so 
completely filled by the thrangs of people, that the | 

l 


progress of the line towards tlie city hati was almost 
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obstructed. The entire space of the vast thorough 
fare seemed covered with carriages and men, while 
the public buildings, dwelling houses and stores on 
each side, from every balcony, window and door, 
were animated by a living mass of human heads. 
The waving of handkerchiefs and hats, and the pro- 
longed and deafening cheers greeted the procession 
wherever it passed. 


Mn. WEBSTER AND SLAVERY. It will be recol- 
lected (say the Boston Transcript) that on the day 
Mr. Webster resigned his seat in the senate of the 
United States, he was furiously assailed by Mr. 
Cuthbert, of Georgia, who took advantage of Mr. 
Webster’s not being able to reply, and charged him 
with being inimical to the interests of the south; 
in other wards, charged with being an abolitionist, 
and favoring the views and priuciples of the aboli- 
lionists. Mr. Cuthbert has also, since, made a 
second attack upon him; in both cases he was ably 
and eloquently defended by Mr. Clay, Mr. Preston 
and others. As Mr. Webster now occupies the 
highest post uuder the gift of the president, it will 
not be uninteresting to know what his principles in 
relation to the slave question are; and to show what 
grounds Mr. Cuthbert had for attacking him, we 
copy the following letter which he addressed to the 
hon. Mr. Bolton, of Georgia, in answer to oue re- 
questing his opiaion upon this exciting subject: 

New York, Muy 17th, 1533. 

My pear sir: I have received your letter of last 
evening, requesting me to state my opinion of the 
powers of congress on tbe subject of slaves and 
slavery; and ot the existence of any wish or design, 
on the part of the northern men, to interfere with 
the security or regulation of that speciea of pro- 

erty. 

My sentiments on this subject, my dear sir, have 
been often publicly expressed; but I can have no 
objection to repeat the declaration of them, if it be 
thought by you that such a declaration might, in 
the sinallest degree, aid the friends of union and the 
constitution in the south in dispelling prejudices 


which are so industriously fostered, and in quieting 
| 


agitations so uunecessarily kept alive. 

Iu my opinion, the domestic slavery of the south- 
ern stales is a subject within the exclusive control 
of the states themselves; and, this, I am sure, is the 
opinion of the whole north. Congress has no au- 
thority to interfere ia the emancipation ol slaves, or 
in the treatment of them in any of the states. This 
was so resolved by the honse of representatives, 
when congress sat in this city in 1790; in the re- 


port of a committee consisting almost entirely of 


northern members; and ! do nol know an instance 
of the expression of a different opinion, in either 
house of congress, since. l cannot say that paiti- 
lar individuals might not possibly be found, who 
suppose that congress may posses some power over 
the subject, but ! do not know any such persons, 
and if there be any, l am sure they are few. The 
servitude of so gieat a portion of the population of 
the south is undoubtedly regarded at the north as a 
great evil, moral and political; and the discussions 
upon it, which have recently taken place iu the le- 
gislatures of several of the slaveholding states, have 
been read with very deep interest. But it is re- 
garded, nevertheless, as an evil, the remedy for 
which lies with those legislatures themselves, to be 
provided and applied aceording to their own sense 
of policy and duty. The imputations whieh you 
say, and say truly, are constantly made against the 
north, are, in tny opinion, entirely destitute of any 
just foundation. 1 have endeavored to repel them, 
go lar as has been in my power, on all proper acca- 
sions; and fora fuller expression of my own opi- 
nions, both on the power of congress, and on the 
grounaless charges against nortnern men, I beg 
leave to refer you to my remarks in the debate on 
Mr. Foot's resolution in 1830, I am, my dear sir, 
with much true regard, your obedident servant, 
DanreL WERSTER 

To John Bolton, esq. 

Unitep STATES AND Great Bartain. The 
Madisonian states that the despatches received by 
our government, by the Caledonia, from Great Bri. 
tain, are of entirely a pacific character, and although 
there had been some excitement in England on ac- 
count ol the arrest of McLeod, yet the public mind 
was becoming inure quiet. 


TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 
PonrvGar. The following remarks from a London 
paper refer to the commercial treaty recently made 

etween the United States and Portugal, The 
principle of reciprocity is one which our govern- 
ment long since recognised, althongh of late years 
jt has been overlooked to our great disadvantage. 

“The ratification of a treaty of reciprocity be- 
tween Portugal and the United States, imposes on 


on Portuguese p 

One effect of this treaty may be seriously felt in 
parts of the British North American colonies. The 
people of the United States have already deeply in- 
jured the prosperity of Newfoundland, by almost 
driving the British colonists out of their own fish- 
ing waters. Now, unless Biitish vessels in Portu- 
gnese ports be placed on the same footing as United 
States? vessels, this treaty will give to the latter 
country a monopoly in supplying Portugal with salt 
fish, and thus afford to the encroaching fishermen of 
the republic the strongest motive for completing 
their conquest of the British fishing waters. In 
coarse and heavy articles of cotton manufacture, 
known as domestics, the treaty will also give to the 
Americansa superiority in the Portuguese market.” 

TRADE AND COMMERCE. 

Trade between England and the United States. 
The following resolutions, passed unanimously by 
the American chamber of commerce in Liverpool, 
relate toa subject of great interest. It will be seen 
that the apprehension of increased duties in this 
country on British manufactures is one of the rea- 
sons urged for a reduction of British imposts upon 
our important staples. We fake the resolutions 
from the Liverpool Mail of the 4th ult. 

At a general meeting of the American chamber 
of commerce, held on the 2d March, 1841, Nicholas 
Roskell, esq. president, &c. &c. Kc. the following 
resolutions were unanimously passed on the subject 
ot the duties on imports: 

First— Resolved, That the evidence taken before 
a committee of the honse of commons, during the 
last session of parliament, which was appointed “to 
inquire into the several duties levied on imports 
into the United Kingdom,” has clearly established 
the necessity of a thorough revision of the whale of 


the present systein of custom duties, with a view to | 


the removal of injurious restrictions, and the reduc- 
tiun of imposts which bear most grievously on the 
industry and success of the community, this cham- 
ber being convinced that such reduction, judicious- 
ly applied, would materially improve rather than 
diminish the revenue. 

Secondly—T hat this chamber, being composed of 
members deeply interested in furthering the com- 
mercial relations between this country and the U. 
States of America, feelit incumbent on them to ex- 
press their thorough conviction, that, unless some 
important modification of the existing duties takes 
place in respeet to flour, rice, tiniber, tobacco, cot- 
ton and other articles, the growth of that country, 
changes in the tariff of the United States will be in- 
troduced, in the course of tliis year, highly injurious 
to the British interests, and especially detrimental 
to its principal manufactures. à 

Thndly—That the itopolicy of taxing raw mate- 
tials iatroduced into a country so dependent an its 
manülactariug prosperity is sufficiently demonstrat- 
ed to induce the removal or lessening of the duty 
on cotton. That the enormous extent of the de- 
moralising practice of smuggling in tobacco, and 
the certainty that lowering the duty would lead to 
such increase of consumption as to more than com- 
pensate for any apprehended loss to tlie revenue, 
are convincing argumenta in favor of such redne- 
tion. That sound policy calls for the adinission of 
American grain, flour and rice, at a moderate fixed 
duty. And that the practical exclusion of Ameri- 
can timber operates most injuriously an the British 


shipping interest, the manufacturer, and the com- | 


(Signed) 

N. ROSKELL, president. 

Our trade with France. 1n 1880, says the Balti- 
more Sun, our exports to France amounted to 
$18,336,854. The principal article whieh we send 
to France is cotton. Of the aggregate exports just 
named, $13,323,142, was in cotton, $310,036 in 
tobacco, and $320,311 in rice. Our imports from 
France, during the same year, reached the sum of 
$32,531,321, of which $15,099,473 were in silks, 
$4,376,976 in wines; worsted and worstel stuff 
goods, $1,500,000; linen, $500,000; and manufac- 
fured cutton goods, less than one million of dollars. 
This statement, which we believe to be authentic, 
shows an excess of imports over exports ot 
$14, t94,467 for the year above named. !nacom- 
parison of the imports from France, of 1839, with 


munity at large. 


toms. Of the imports in 1839, $30,411,627 were 
in our own vessels; and of the exports, $18,336,854. 


DUTIES UPON ARTICLES OF LUXURY. One of the 
first duties of the new congress at its extra session 
will be to establish a maderate tariff of duties npon 
articles of luxury and upon other articles now ad- 
mitted duty free. The necessities of the treasury 
require this. 

The amount of the government debt now exist- 
ing is not fully known. It consists of treasury notes 
outstanding, interest aecruing on them, debts of the 
District cities assumed by the government, sums 
payable to Indian tribes, deficiencies in the navy 
pension fund, deferred claims growing ont of the 
Florida war, the fourth instalment under the de- 
posite act of 1836 claimed by the states, and other 
claims, estimated to amount in tbe total aggregate 
‘to a sum between thirty and forty millions of dol- 
lars. Mr. Bernard, of New York, in his able speech 
in the house of representatives, estimated the whole 
amount of government indebtedness and liabilities, 
lon account of past transactions, at about thirty-six 
iniliions on the first ol January, 1841. 

If no debt existed on account of past transactions, 
there would yet be a necessity for an increase of 
revenue to meet the current expenses of the govern- 
ment and to provide the means of national defence 
adequate to the present exigencies of the country. 
The system of decreasing duties established by the 
compromise act is now operating to lessen the pub- 
lie revenues, while the growing responsibilities of 
the government demand an enlargement of sup- 
plies. 

It appears from statements exhibiting the im- 
portations of 1840 that there were imperted into 
the United States for the year ending September 30, 
1840, silks, laces, worsted stuff goods, linens and 
various miscellaneous articles, afl free of duty, to 
the amount of $24,596,234. 

For the same year tea and coffee were imported, 
free of duty, to the amount of $12,948,633. 

Wines bearing low duties, none higher than 123 
cen's per gallon, and the wines of France only from 
one and a half to two and a half cents per gallon, 
were imported to the value of $2,207,862. At the 
existing rates of duties the wines imported in 1840 
yielded revenne to the amount of $196,065 81; at 
the rate of 20 per cent. nearly three hundred thou- 
sand dollars would havé acerued, without including 
| the wines of France, which, by treaty with that na- 
tion, cannot be taxed above present rates until July, 
1841. The largest importations of wines from any 
country into tlie United States are from France. 

All articles here referred to, amounting for one 
year’s importation to more than forty millions of 
dollars, are entirely free of duty except wines, upon 
which the duties are slight. What other articles 
there are bearing a less duty than 20 per cent. we 
have not now at band the means of ascertaining. 

Upon the policy of laying a twenty per cent. du- 
ty on articles now free, aud of increasing the du- 
ties upon commodities now adinitted at less than 
twenty per cent. there would seem to be no room 
for a difference of opinion. There is no denying 
that an increase of revenue is necessary, and itis 
equally plain that direct taxation should not be re- 
sorted to when the requisite amount may be raised 
without difficulty from impost duties, which falling 
upon articles of luxury, will be paid mostly by the 
wealthiest portion of the community, Nor will the 
duties be so high as to cause oppression to any class. 

The following passage from a report of the late 
secretary of the treasury, Mr. Woodbury, submitted 
to the house in compliance with a resolution of that 
body, and which we believe is the last official com- 
munication of that officer to congress, expresses 
views which will commend themselves to the con- 
sideration of all parties: 

«In raising the sum needed, if it does not become 
necessary to subject all free articles to a duty, or to 
one as high as twenty per cent. and as a discrimi- 
nation ean therefore be indulged within the restric- 
tions of the compromise act, it is doubtless a sound 
axiom to select for highest taxation articles ot lux- 
ury, rather than of necessity. Under similar cir- 
cumstances, it is also not only competent, but ex- 
pedient to select such of the former as compete 
most with similar articles of American growth or 
manufacture, though not to raise tbe duly on them 
above the limitation of twenty per cent. And ano- 
ther diserimination, sometimes useful, might be to 
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select those articles, in certain cases, for an increas- 
ed impost, not usually exceeding the same limita- 
tion, which may he proper for countervailing inju- 
rious imports, placed an our own productions by 
any Joreiga power. The broad and well settled 
ground on which these distinctions rest, cannot re- 
quire ou this occasion much detailed illustration.— 
For the luxuries of life are eujoyed by the few, ra- 
ther than the many—the rich instead of the poor— 
and their nse tends rather to effeminacy and plea- 
sure, than to what invigorates or makes useful. — 

The last congress adjourned without legislating 
on this important subject. That omission consti- 
tutes one of the chief reasons for the call of an ex- 
tra session. The county will expect from those 
now in power a lull exhibit of the real state of the 
national finances at the meeting of congress, and a 
wel! digested systein to provide for the exigeucies 
that all acknowledge to exist. [ Bait. Amer. 

PiscHARGE or TRooPs. The National Intelli- 
gencer says: **We learn that instructions have been 
promptly despatched (on the lith nltimo), by the 
secretary of war, to discharge the brigade of Flori- 
da militia, (‘sedentary,’) under gen. Read, autho- 
rised to be called into the service of the U. States 
during the past snmmer. We are somewhat cori- 
ous to learu what this force will have cost the coon- 
try; and whether it is likely that the services of 
such a ‘sedentary’ mounted corps have been coro- 
mensurate with the enormousexpense for its main- 
tenance.” 


INDIAN TROUBLES. The St. Louis papers of the 
18th ult. contained a letter from Fort Leavenworth, 
giving ar account of a most cowardly and bloody 
massacre committed by some Kanzas upon some 
Pawnees. The Kauzas, 65 in number, took advan- 
tage ofthe absence of the Pawnee warriors [roin 
their encampment, and massacred all but eleven of 
the women and children found in it. One woman 
sold her life dearly. She sprang upon one of the 
Kanzas warriors, like a tigress—clutched his throat 
and would have strangled him, if her arms had not 
been hewa from her body. The Pawnee prisoners 
were arrested by a detachment from the American 
force stationed at Foit Leavenworth, and had been 
brought into Bellevieu, 

ARMY. 

General Scott, attended by captain Anderson, ar- 
rived at Rochester on last Monday evening, aud on 
Tuesday morning set off for the Niagara trontier.— 
Although recovered from its paiutul effects, the 

eneral bore upon his face the tokens of his severe 
all upon the ice at Albany.  [JN. Y. Com. Adv. 
Generat orders, No. 18. 
Head quarters of the army, adj l. general's office, 
Washinglon, March 24, 1841. 

I.—Promotions and appointments in the army of 
the United States, by the president, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate, since the pub- 
lication of the official register in Jan, 1841. 

Second. regiment of dragoons. 

First lieut. Seth B. Thornton, to be captain Ist 
February, 1841, vice Macomb, resigned. 

First lieut. Chas A. May, to be captain 2d Feb 
1841, vice Bullock, resigned. 

Second lieut. Ripley A. Arnold, to be 1st lieut. 
ist Feb. 1841, vice Thornton, protnoted. 

Second lient. Z. M. P. Inge, to be Ist lieut. 2d 
Feb. 1841, vice May, promoted. 

Brevet 2d lieut. Wm. Robertson, to be 2d lient. 
1st Feb. 1841, vice Arnold, promoted. 

Brevet 2d lieut. Wm. Steele, to be 2d lieut. 2d 
Feb. 1841, vice Inge, prnmoted. 

Third regiment of ortillery. 

First lieut. R. D. A. Wade, to be captain 26th 
December, 1840, vice Davidson, deceased. 

Second lieut. Henry B. Judd, to be Ist lieutenant 
26th December, 1840, vice Wade, promoted. 

Fourth regiment of infantry. 

First lieut. Charles H. Larned, to be captain 25th 
Feb. 1841, vice Collins, dismissed. 

Second lieut. Richard H. Graham, to be captain 
25th Feb. 1841, vice Larned, promoted. 

Eighth regiment of tufuntry. 

Second lieut. John A. Riell, to be Ist licut. 8th 
January, J$41, vice O’Brien, deceased. 

Beyard Clark, of New York, to be 2d lieot. 3d 
March, 1841, vice Riell, promoted Company F. 

Quartermaster’s department. 

First lieut. Wm. Wall, of the 3d artillery, to be 
assistant quartertnaster, with the rank of captain, 
9th January, 1811. 

Promotions by brevet. 

Lieut. colonel A. C. W. Fanning, of the 4th re- 
ginent of artillery, to be colonel by brevet 31st 
December, 1835, for gallant and meritorious conduct 
in the battle near the Withlachoochie, under gen, 
Cliuch, aud in the defence of Fort Mellon, Florida, 


Lieutenant colonel Wm. S. Harney, of the 2d re- 
giment of dragoons, to be colonel by brevet 7th De- 
cember, 1840, for gallant and meritorious cundoct 
in several successive engagements with the bostile 
{ndians in Florida. 

Captain Gabriel J. Rains, of the 7th regiment of 
infantry, to be roajor by brevet 28th April, 1840, 
for gallant and meritorious conduct in the action 
with the Indians, near Fort King, Florida. 

First Jieut. W. K. Hanson, of the 7th regiment of 
inlantry, to be captain by brevet 3d August, 1839, 
for meritorious conduct and gallautry in the war in 
Florida. 

Cusualties—(7). 

Resignations—(4).—Captain E. D. Bullock, 2d 
dragoons, Ist Feb. 1841. 

Captain Alex. S. Macomb, 2d dragoons, 31st 
Jan. 1841. 

Captain B, A. Terrett, as ass’t. qr. master, Sth 
Jan, 1841. 

Second lieut. R. I. Powell, 2d infantry, 12th Jan. 
1841. 

Deaths (2). Captain W. B. Davidson, 3d artil- 
lery, at Indian Key, Florida, 25th Dec. 1840. 

First lient. Lucius O’Brien, 8th infantry, at Fort 
Brooke, Florida, 7! January, 1341. 

Dismissed (1). Captain R. D. C. Collins, 4th 
intantry, 24th Feb. IS4t. 

The officers promoted and appointed will join 
their proper stations and companies without delay, 
and those on detached service, or acting under spe- 
cial orders and instructions, will report by letter to 
their respective colonels. By orderol ALEXANDER 
Macomp, major general commanding in chief. 

R. JONES, adjutant general. 
Memorandum.— Re-appointed. 

Callender Irvine, re-appuinted commissary ge- 
neral of purchases, from the 2d March, 1841, when 
his former commission expired. 

Adam B. Stewart, re-appointed paymaster in the 
army, from the 14th January, 1841, when his for- 
mer commission expired. 

Court of inquiry. A court of inquiry, lieut. col. 
Riley, president, convened at Fort Micanopy, E. F. 
ou the 15th of February, 1841, at the request of 
lient, N. Hopson, 7th infantry, for the purpose ol 
investigating his conduct as connected with the at- 
tack on the party commanded by the late lieutenant 
Sherwood, on the 28th of December, 1840. 

The court, after duly examining all the testimony 
offered in the case, pronounced the following opi- 
nion thereon: 

«The court after a mature deliberation of the tes- 
timony adduced, is of the opinion that uo censure 
or blame is to be attached to the conduct of lieut. 
Hopson as connected with theattack by the Indians 
on the party commanded by the late leut. Sher- 
wood, on the 28th ot December, 1840, except ne- 
glecting 1o report the circumstances of the affair to 
the commanding officer of this post, when ordered 
here for assistance; but from his finding on his ar- 
rival here, that the troops were parading, prepara- 
toiy to marching to the assistance of lieut. Sher- 
wood, the court helieves that the necessity ol re- 
porting to the commauding officer did not occur to 
lieut. Hopson.” 

THE NAVY. 

Pensacola. We leara by the Gazette, that the 
French corvette Sabine, cuoumanded by M. Cosmae 
Dumanadiz, arrived there on the 4th instant from 
Havana. 

The U.S. frigate Macedonian, bearing the broad 
peunant of cominodore Wilkinson, and sloop of war 
Levant, captain Fitzhue, sailed (tence on the Ist 
instant, on a cruise. 

There was no ships of war left in the port of Pen- 
sacola. LN. O. Bulletin. 

The U. S. ship Warren was at Santa Martha on 
tlie 15th February, all well. 

The Rio carrespondenut of the Exchange, under 
date of the 4th February, says:—In port U. S. ship 
Potomac, capt. Storer, bearing the broad penant of 
com Ridgely; Constellation, bearing the board pen- 
nant of com. Kearuey; Boston, capt. Long; Decatur, 
capt. Ogden; Marion, capt. Belt, and U.S. sehouner 
Enterprize, capt. Goldsborough. The U. S. ships 
Yorktown, Dall and Reliet, sailed fur their separate 
destinations on the 5th instant. 

Superiorily of English shipsof war to American.— 
The officers ot the United States ship Decatur, and 
the Biitish brig of war Grecian, recently exchanged 
visits in Rio Janeiro. These vessels are of the 
same size, the Decatar mounting fourteen thirty- 
two pound earionades, and two long eighteens; the 
Grecian, mounting ten thirty-two pound carrouades, 
lour Paixham's guns, to throw horizontal shells, and 
two long eighteens. Commodore Ridgely acknow- 
ledged the Grecian to be superior to the Decatur, 
in every particular; she having more than ample 
room for the berthing of her men, greater height, 
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and more beam between decks; and in every way 
more commodious; together with the advantage of 
being able to sail round the Decatur at least once 
In every two miles distauce. It will be recollected 
the Decatur is one of the new experiment slaops, 
and would have been of the same arroament of the 
Grecian, except for the general adoption of the 
bomb-cannon in the British navy: whicb, shame to 
our government, is not more in use in our own.— 
The Grecian is one of the models of Symonds, and 
has become a terror to slavers on the coast. 

Our naval defences. The Norfolk Beacon cites 
from a report ot the board of army officers the follow- 
ing instances, showing the great advantage which 
guns on land, even within slight entrenchments, 
bave over guns afluat, whether in ships of war or 
on floating batteries: 

Gibraltar iu 1782 is cited as an eminent instance 
of the inefliciency ol floating batterier, comprehend- 
ing ships under this term; also, Algesiras in 1801; 
and it is thus attempted to he proved that guas on 
shore are superior to guns afloat. 

In the attack on Algesiras, although the disparity 
was greatly in favor of the assaulting fleet, that a 
few guus in battery on shore, well located, ana well 
inanaged, repulsed the enemy's fleet, and caused it 
a total failure. 

The attack on Fort Moultrie, during our revola- 
tionary war, is also cited, where thirty guus behind 
a palmettn rampart defeated vessels carrying more 
than two hundred and fifty guns. 

Lord Nelson’s famous attack on Copenhagen, 
which has been quoted as furnishing striking and 
conspicuous proof of the superiority of a fleet in 
operating against a strongly fortified place, is re- 
viewed, and it is maintained (hat the contest up to 
the titoe when lord Nelson proposed the parley, was 
between vessels and vessels, the struggle being al- 
together naval, and the victory being over the 
floating force, and that the batteries were unable 
to interfere from remoteness or relative position, 
the Dutch fleet being between the most important of 
them, and the enemy uutil almost the last hour of 
combat, and that it therefore furnishes no argument 
either way. 

Lord Exmouth's atlack on Algiers is also review- 
ed. The English and Dutch fleets mounted about 
one thousand guns, and there was only a little up- 
wards of three hundred guus on shore, and the whole 
of them could not be brought to operate iu the ac- 
tion. The loss of kilied aud wounded by the com- 
bined forces amounted to nearly nine hundred; and 
it is contended that il the Algerine battery had been 
afloat, it would have been silenced by the assailing 
fleet, with slight loss and with very little effort on 
their part; and as evidence of the greater power of 
annoyance by guns on shore, the opinion is express- 
ed by this intelligent board, that, had the guns on 
shore been skilfully, opportunely aud perseveringly 
managed, Inrd Exmouth would have failed in dicta- 
ting terns to the dey of Algeirs. 

The board cite, as further evidence of the greater 
power of annoyance of guns on shore than in guns 
afloat, the account given.by the British military wri- 
ters of the attack made by sir Sidney Smith with an 
eighty gun ship and two (rigates by firing successive 
broadsilles at a two gun battery on cape Licosa ua- 
til his ammunition was nearly expended; and the re- 
turn fire being unabated and destructive, he had to 
land with a party; and when the commanding officer 
capitulated, it appeared that one of his two guns 
had been dismounted for some time. Another case 
is cited, when a single heavy gun, mounted on a 
martello tower, beat off one or two British ships. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 

New Yorx AND VinGiN1A. On page 55 of the 
ReerstTer will be lound a stafement of the pro- 
ceedings in this case up to Friday evening. The 
following is the order of the governor declining the 
surrender and the subsequence of the proceedings 
in the case. 

Execulive department, March 15, 1841. 

A demand from the governor of New York, for 
the surrender of Robert F. Curry, charged with the 
crime of forgery under the laws of that state, was 
this day presented hy Jolin D. Dix, the accredited 
agent of the excutive of New York, together with a 
duly certified copy of an indictment tound by the 
grand jury of Thompkins county, in the state of 
New York, against the said Curry; and it being stat- 
ed that the said Curry has been arrested, and is 
now in eustody within the jurisdiction of this com- 
inonwealtlis Ut is ordered, that the demaud for the 
said Robert F. Curry, is in proper form and will be 
complied with whenevera simlar demand for the 
anrrender of Peter Johnson, Edward Sinith and 
Isaac Gansey, heretolore charged with felony under 
the laws of this state, shall be complied with by the 
governor or other authorilies of the state of New 
York. 
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It is furthered ordered, to be certified to the go- 
vernor of New York, that measures will be taken 
for the detention of the said Curry for six months 
from the time of his arrest, a period sufficient, it is 
hoped, to enable the authorities of that state to de- 
termine whether the constitution and laws under 
which this demand is made are of as binding foree 
on the state of New York as in the state of Virgi- 
nia. By order of the governor. 

WM. H. RICHARD, secretary of the com. 

Friday, evening session. Mr. May submitted the 
following resolution: 

“IVkereas it appears that the governor of New 
York hath demanded of the governor of Virginia a 
fugitive from justice, legally eharzed with crime iu 
that state, and now confined in this, and that such 
demand hath been made in contormity with the 
constitution and laws of the United States, but that 
the governor of this state, considering that the go- 
veruor of New York has very recently refused to 
comply with a similar demand upon him made by 
this state, has deemed it proper to decline for the 
Present to surrender the said fugitives; and while 
the general assembly hath full confidence that the 
course adopted by our governor hath proceeded 
from an anxious and patriotic desire to induce the 
state of New York to comply with her constitu- 
tional obligations to this state; yet, as the general 
assembly hath solemnly protested against the cou- 
duct of that state on the occasion alladeded to, as a 
palpable violation of said obligation, and has main- 
tained and still maintains, that the duty of the exe- 
cutive of each state to surrender fugitives legally 
charged with crime, when properly demanded by 
any other state, is one llaperiously enjoined by the 
ennstitution and laws: 

“Resolved therefore hy the general assembly, That 
in its opinion any fegitive legally charged wilh 
crime, and demanded by the governor of New York 
according the constitution aud laws of the United 
States, ought to be surrendered, notwithstanding the 
refusal of the governor of that state so to act in a 
similar case." 

After some discussion Mr. Holladay moved the 
following as a substitute: 

“Resolved by the general assembly, That in their 
opinion the refusal of the governor of New York to 
surreuder fugitives from justice legally charged with 
crime, and demanded by the governor of Virginia, 
accordiug to the constitution and laws of the United 
States, (though a palpable violation of that instru- 
ment, and highly injurions to the rights and interests 
of Virginia), does not suspend or release the con- 
stitutional obligation to make such surrender in case 
of a similar demand by the governor of New York 
on the governor of Virginia.” 

After considerable discussion upon these resolu- 
tions, the house acjoarned, in order to decide coolly 
upon the affair to-inotrow. 

Salurday, March 20. The resolution and the 
amendment which was under consideration when 
the house adjourned yesterday, was taken up, and 
Mr. Holladay having withdrawn his amendment, 
Mr. May submitted the following as the resolution 
to the preamble. 

“ Resolved, therefore, by lhe general assembly, That 
in its opinion the said fugitive, if legally charged 
with crime committed in New York, aud demanded 
by the governor of that state according to the cor- 
stitution and laws of the United States, onght to be 
surrendered, notwithstanding the refusal of the go- 
vernor of New York so to act in a siiniiar case." 

Ail the members present voted for this resolution, 
except Messrs. Cropper, Smith, of I. W. Worth- 
ington, Babney, Tayloe, of King George, Sinith, of 
Gloucester and Mullen. 

Some time after which, the speaker submitted 
the following communication trom the governor: 

Executive department, March 20, 1841. 
To ihe general assembly of Virginia: 

Í have received and most respectfully considered 
the proceedings of the general assembly in refe- 
rence to an order of this department, declining for 
the present to surrender a fugitive from justice on 
the deinand of the governor of New York While 
it is a source of unaffected regret to me that any 
difference of opinion should exist between the de- 
partments uf our government on subjects of so 
1nuch delicacy and importance as those involved in 
the present unfortunate relations between our own 
state and the state of New York, I am anxious to 
believe that the agents of the people of Virginia 
differ only as to the means of protecting rights 
which are, or ought to be, equatly dear to all. 
Thongh the duties of the states, with regard to the 
surrender of fugitives froin justice, have devolved, 
under the constitution and Jaws of the union, on the 
executive departments of their governments, and 
though, in the language of our state coostitution, 
“the legislative, executive and judiciary depart- 
ments, shall be separate and distinct, so that neither 


exereise the powers properly belonging to either of 
the others," still the opinion of the general assein- 
bly of Virginia is entitled to the utmost respect and 
consideration by the executive, because the execu- 
tive agents are here appointed by the legislature. 
Conceding thus much, it is tnaintained that, with 
the exceptions recognised in our constitution, each 
departinent of our government is reponsible within 
the sphere of its powers oniy to the people. 

As I am unable to concur with the general assem- 
bly in their opiniou as to the duties of this depart- 
ment on the present occasion, I may be excused, I 
trust, for assigning some of the reasons which have 
seemed to me to indicate the course of executive 
action. Before [ had the honor to hold iy present 
station, a resolution was adopted by the general as- 
sembly of Virginia in these words: 

“That the course pursued by the executive of 
New York (in reference toa demand for the sur- 
render of three fugitives from justice) cannot be 
aequiesced in, and, if sanctioned by that state and 
persisted in, it will become tbe soleinn duty of Vir- 
ginia to adopt the most decisive and efficient mea- 
sures for the protection of the property of her citi- 
zens, and the maintenance of rights which she can- 
not, and will not, under any circumstances, sur- 
render or abandon." 

By another resolution I was requested to renew a 
correspondence with the governor of New York on 
the subject of a demand by my predecessor, with 
which the governor of New York had refused to 
comply, for the surrender of ihree persons charged 
with baving feloniously carried away a slave, the 
property of a citizen of this commonwealth. I was 
further requested to invite the attention of the other 
sladeholding states to the subject, and ta invoke their 
co-operation in redressing the wrongs to which our 
state was exposed by the refusal of the governor of 
the state of New York to surrender these fugitives 
froin justice. The correspondence which eusued 
with the governor of New York and with the slave- 
holding states, and its results, have been cominuni- 
cated to the getieral assembly. The whole agency 
of this department in connexion with this contro- 
versy since I have been charged with its high and 
honorable trust, has consisted in executing the re- 
quest and pursuing the line of policy marked out 
by the legislature. 

The governor of New York has persisted in that 
course of utter and wanton disregard of the obliga- 
tions of the constitution, which the last legislature 
declared would not only justify but demand from 
this state the most decisive and etficient measures of 
defence. While the governor ot New York alone 
could be regarded as responsible for that course, 
and while a hope remained that it would be repudi- 
ated by his state, I urged on. your consideration the 
inmost pacific and conciliatory measures. But when 
it became apparent that the course which the go- 
vernor of New York had thus persisted in had been, 
in the language of the last general assembly, “sanc- 
tioned” by the legislature of his state at its present 
session, I concurred in the conclusion which had 
been anticipated and declared by our own legisla- 
ture, that it became “the solemn duty of Virginia 
to adopt the mast decisive and efficient measures 
for the protection of the property of her citizens, 
and tlie maintenance of rights which could not and 
would not, under any circumstances be surrendered 
or abandoned.” 

The state of Virginia had heen committed as to 
her course in this controversy, and by legislative 
authority, before I had the honor to be connected 
with the executive department. Events have oc- 
curred which, in the estimation of the general as- 
sembly, justihed them in denying to the citizens of 
New York rights and privileges within our limits 
which are enjoyed by the citizens of every other 
state, and in imposing restrictions on the citizens of 
New York in their intercourse with Virginia which 
are imposed on the citizens of no other state. By 
an act of very recent date you have undertaken, as 
one of the co-ordinate departments of tbis govern- 
ment, to interdict the cotamerce and intercourse of 
citizens of New York with this state, except under 
severe restrictions. You have applied these terms | 
indiscriminately to the innocent and guilty, and pro- 
claiined that every citizen of New York should be 
held responsible fo a certain extent for the refusal 
of the governor of that state to surrender fugitives 
from justice who had been constitutionally and le- 
gally demanded. The aci of the present session, 
“to prevent citizens of New York from carrying 
slaves out of this commonwealth, and to prevent 
the escape of persons charged with the commission 
of any crime," has been deemed, on your part, a 
measure of necessary defence or precaution war- 
ranted by the refusal of the governor of New York 
to acknowledge and perform his constitutional obli- 
gations to this state. You have thereby attempted 
to control the action of tlie legislative departinent 


of the government of that state, Your authority 
as one of the co-ordinate departments of this govern- 
ment, and your duty to protect the commonwealth 
by all legitimate means, has not been questioned; 
and unless it is conceived that all the powers and all 
the responsibilities of our state governments have 
been entrusted to the legislative branch, it will not 
be denied that the executive also has duties to per- 
form and responsibilities to meet with in the sphere 
of its powers, and that these may be employed for 
the publie safety by this departioent, with as much 
propriety and as ample discretion as those with 
which you are invested can be employed by your- 
selves. The act of congress of 1793 requires that 
a demand for fugitives trom justice shall be made 
on the governor of a state. Our own constitution 
requires the governor of this state to conduct all 
intercourse with other and foreign states, The 
question then arises whether the executive of this 
state, in its intercourse with other states, has any 
discretion within the acknowledged sphere of its 
duties, or whether it is a mere passive instrument, 
bound absolutely and unconditionally to regard a 
mutual and reciprocal contract, the total disregard 
of which, on the part of another state, has rendered 
such extreme measures of precaution necessary in 
your own estimation. Are the citizens of New 
York more culpable (han their governor, or has the 
legislature of this state any more authority to reta- 
liate on them for his delinquencies than this depart- 
ment has to require that he shall do justice before 
he exact it; that he shall obey the constitution and 
laws which were designed to regulate onr inter- 
course, before he insists on their tulfilment by this 
state? The federal constitution prescribes certain 
plain rules, which were intended to apply to all the 
states. New York has denied that these rules or 
remedies are applicable to Virginia, and yet insists 
that Virginia shall extend them to her. Her de- 
mand is made on the execulive of Virginia, and on 
this department devolves the responsibility of de- 
ciding whether the burdens only of the federal 
compact as to this question are to be borne by Vir- 
ginia, while the benefits are to be enjoyed exclu- 
sively by New York. The constitational obliga- 
tionsof Virginia have not been denied. It has been 
assumed, liowever, that they are imposed by an au- 
thority as binding on New York as on Virginia; 
and it has been aunounced that they will be com- 
plied with on our part when they are acknowledg- 
ed on hers. Is the executive departinent of Vir- 
ginia alone to “acquiesce” where the legislature of 
the state has denounced acquiescence as treason? 
The federal constitution is a compact between 
states. Each of these states has rights beyond the 
control of that constitution, while its remedies are 
designed to be, and must of necessity be, mutual or 
unavailing. If the obligations of the constitution 
are sct at defiance by one state as to another, the in- 
jured state must either submit to the wrong, appeal 
to the coustitutional arbiter, or seek, by its own in- 
herent pnwer, to obtain redress. It is apprehended 
that few persons will he found in Virginia who will 
advocate suhmission to the wrong which has been 
perpetrated on this state by the governor of New 
York. This department bas already communicated 
to the general assembly its views as to the powers 
ol the federal gavernment in reference to this contro- 
versy, hut itis not within the scope of executive 
authority to appeal to that government, and the re- 
presentatives of the people have not thought proper 
lodo so. You have preferred to rely on the re- 
sources within the reach of your department; yon 
have brought those resources to bear on the whole 
state of New York, and this department has only 
suspended its compliance with a demand of the go- 
vernor of New York, acknowledging its validity, 
until that other shall think proper to comply with a 
precisely similar demand long since made on behalf 
of Virginia. EB. 
Are the representatives of the people of Virginia 
alone to complain of this? The governor of New 
York cannot complain, because he is informed that 
the rights of his state will be respected when he re- 
spects those of Viiginia. The people of New York, 
to whom their governor is responsible, may ask him 
how long justice shall be withheld from them, since 
it is in his power at any moment to entitle thein to 
that which he withholds from the people of Virginia. 
In all the relations of life, the demands of justice 
are mntual—and is it only in the iuterconrse of 
states that this rule is to be disregarded? If the ag- 
gression of one state on the rights of another are not 
to affect the claims of the offending state in precise- 
ly similar cases, when they are preferred in the fo- 
rum of the state which has been injured, acquies- 
cence on our part will only encourage the perpetra- 
tion of wrong and oppression on the part of others. 
1f the instances of flagrant disregard of constitution- 
al abligations which has occurred on the partof New 
York does not affect her demands ou Virginia, it 
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may be inquired how often the offence is to be re- 
peated before we can be permitted to hesitate in our 
submission? 

It ig not the fault of Virginia that our relations 
with New York have been subjected to these em- 


barrassments. Every expedient has been resorted | 
to, in vain, by different departments of our govern- | 


ment to avert this slate of things. The state of New 
York hag placed herself beyond the pale of the con- 
stitution, and it is competent for her executive to re- 
store the relations which once existed, and which 
we desire to exist again, at its pleasure. As the 
chief magistrate of Virginia, I have not been willing 
to acknowledge any superiority in the demands of 
New York over those of this state; and, while I hold 
this station, no demand of the governor ol New York 
will be respected until it is conceded that Virginia 
is entitled to at least an equal measure of justice and 
respect with New York. It would have been tome 
a souice of inexpressible satisfaction if, in this view 
of my official duty, 1 had been sustained by the le- 
gislature. I am very sensible of the il] consequences 
resulting from dissensions in the councils of our state 
onsuch subjects. Lt cannot be longer disgnised that 
interests are iuvolved in this controversy whieh are 
never in danger while Virginiaus are united in their 
defence, which, on the other hand, are exposed to 
extreme peril by our divisions. { may have formed 
an erroneous estimate of those interests, or enter- 
tained mistaken views as to the high responsibilities 
of my station. On questions of such moment, lam 
not willing to obstruct the action of the general as- 
sembly by my individual judgment. It is now ap- 
parent that, whatever of force the position of this 
department may have possessed, has been impaired, 
if not destroyed. The general assembly have done 
me no more than justice in believing that my course 
has been prompted by proper motives, ] shall re- 
joice if the course which you have indicated will at- 
tain the ends which we mutually desire; and, while 
my own conscientious convictions of duty to the 
state will not allow me to conform the actioo of this 
department to the views yon have expressed, I beg 
leave to resigu to the general assembly, as I now do 
most respectinlly, the office of governor or chief 
magistrate of Virginia, in order to afford you an op- 
portunity of selecting an individual who will concur 
in the measure which you have recommended. In 
thus dissolving the official ties which have connect- 
ed us, I cannot forbear to express to the general as- 
sembly, and tlirough thein tothe people of Virginia, 
the profound sense of gratitude which I shall always 
cherish in remembrance of the unmerited distinction 
which their confidence bestowed on ine. 1 am your 
fellow citizen, THOMAS W. GILMER. 

At the afternoon session, beginning at 4 o'clock 
this day, Mr. Crutehfield submitted the following: 

«Resolved, That the message of the governor of 
ihis commonwealth of this day be respectfully re- 
ferred to that officer, and that he is hereby informed 
of the wishes of the present general asseinbly that 
he would withdraw so much thereof as embraces the 
resignation of his said office.” 

After considerable debate, Mr. May moved the 
following: 

«That leave be given to bring in a. bill to fix the 
time when the term ol the governor of this state shall 
commence—and that the committee have leave to sit 
during the session of the house." 

This proposition was agreed to and Messrs. May, 
Goode, Holladay, Crutchfield, Worthingtun, Fulton 
and Strother, were appointed (he committee. 

Mr. May, after a short time, presented a bill fix- 


ing the commencement of the term of service of 


the governor of Virginia from the Ist day of April. 

The bill was immediately taken through its diffe- 
rent stages, passed, and sent to the senate. In ashort 
time a toessage was received from that body that it 
had passed there also. 

Mr. May thereupon offered a resolution that the 
legislature proeeed on the 22d ( Monday) to the elec- 
tion of a governor. 

Before the question on the adoption of the reso- 
Intinn was taken, ou motion, the house adjourned; 
Mr. Crutchfield having, however, first obtained leave 
to withdraw the resolution offered by him. 

Monday haviug been previously fixed upon as the 
day for the adjournment of the legislature of Vir- 
ginia, a great nuinber of meinbers having departed 
for home before the resignation ot the governor, and 
a few only having returned in consequence of hear- 
ing of it, the proposition to go into ue election of a 
governor with so thin an attendance of members, 
under the act which passed on Saturday, gave rise 
to a debate so protracted as to make it certain that 
the time for adjournment would arrive without com- 
ing to a decision, if the discussion was persisted in, 
nnd the state be thus left withont a gavernor, either 
actual or acting. Under these cirenmstances, a 
motion was made and carried to lay the whole sub- 
jeet on the table. A bill was then introduced to 


repeat the act passed on Saturday; and the bill was 
forthwith passed into a law, nem. con. and the two 
houses adjourned without further action in the pre- 
mises. The effect of this proceeding is, a9 we un- 
derstand from the Enquirer, that “the duties of the 
governor will now devolve upon John M. Patton, 
esq. until the 31st March and from that time upon 
the sueceeding senior councillor, col. John Ruther- 
ford, until the next legislature shall pass the neces- 
sary law, and elect a governor. 
[ Nut. Int. March 25. 


We understand that on Monday last, after the du- 


| ties of governor devolved on him as lieutenant go- 


vernor Mr. Patton issued his warrant for the surren- 
der of Robert F. Curry, the fugitive from justice 
irom New York; in compliance with the demand 
made by the governor of New York. He had pre- 
vionsly, in his capacity of councillor, advised the 
surrender of the fugitive when the subject was sub- 
mitted to the eouncil for their advice by gov. Gilmer. 
His own sense of duty, therefore, required of lin fo 
pursue the course be has so promptly taken. He 
has, we understand, enclosed the warrant to gov. 
Seward in a briel letter, containing a strong and de- 
cided remonstranee against the conduet of the go- 
vernor and legislature of New York as to fugitives 
from justice aud fugitive slaves, with an earnest 
but respectful appeal to them to arrest the unhappy 
and dangerous collisions which must ensue from à 
perseverance in their assaults upon the rights of the 
state of Virginia and the other southern states. 
[Richmond Whig. 


MAINE. 

David Bronson, the whig candidate for congress 
in the Kennebec distriet, (Me.) vacant by the elec- 
tion of the hon. G. Evans to the United States se- 
nate, has succeeded by a large majority. 

Edward Kent has been unanimously nominated as 
the whig candidate for governor of Maine. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The hon. Levi Lincoln, resigned on Tuesday last 
his trust of representative in congress from tlie Wor- 
cester district, to which he was re-elected some 
months ago. 

By a minority report made to the house of re- 
presentatives upon the finances of this state, it ap- 
pears that the expenditures have for several suc- 
cessive years exceeded the income, and the commit- 
tee which made the report conclude with the fol- 
lowing wise sylogism: 

«We spend more money than we have income or 
resouces; 

«We employ more people in public offices than 
we have means to pay, without running in debt: 

“We must therefore either spend less, and re- 
dace the pay of some of our public servants, and 
dismiss others, or without taxation the state trea- 
snry can never make the two ends meet.” 

Ít is supposed that it will be necessary to lay a 
direct tax of at least $100,000 to cover the defi- 
ciency of this year. 

NEW YORK. 

McLeod's case. The Albany Argus of Monday 
contains a letter from Lockport, communicating 
intelligence that at. the court of oyer and terminer 
at Lockport, on the 21st March, after the judge 
had decided that the informality in summoning the 
jury was fatal, McLeod was arraigned and plead 
nof guilly, His counsel then applied for, and ob- 
tained two commissions; one for the examination 
of Mr. Webster, secretary of state, and Mr. Fox, 


British minister; another for the examination of 


McNabb, and others in Upper Canada. The peo- 
ple of the state, are of course, joined in the com- 
mission. 

The correspoudent of the Argus thus proceeds: 

_ An application was then made to the eircuit 
judge, to allow a certiorari to remove the cause 
irom the oyer and terminer to the supreme court, 
onan affidavit setting forth some of the circum- 
stances of the offence charged to have been com- 
mitted, and that difficult and complicated questions 
of law would ariseon the trial. ‘The counsel urged 
that at the oyer and terminer the presiding judge 
might be overruled by the county judges, and that 
it was proper in this Case for that reason, that this 
cause should be tried in the circuit court rather 
than in the oyer and terminer. ‘The circuit judge 
declined allowing the certiorari upon that ground, 
as there was no allegation of improper bias on the 
part of the county judges, and our statute has pro- 
vided the means of correcting any error in the pru- 
ceedings of the oyer and terminer by a bill of ex- 
ception. 

The counsel asked for lime to add an affidavit in 
relation to the excitement which had existed in the 
county upon the subject and the reasons why it 
was believed a fair trial could not be had. This 
was granled, and the court adjourned over to the 
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afternoon, to give au opportunity to serve the writ 
if allowed. 

During the intermission the affidavits were pre- 
pared, the certiorari allowed, and served on the 
court ou their going in,in the afternoon. This 
gives McLeod’s counsel an opportunity to move 
the supreme court to change the venue to some 
other county. 

Nomination. Ex-recorder Morris, of N. York, 
has been nominated by the Van Buren party of 
that city as a candidate for the mayoralty and hag 
accepted the nomination. 

The most important document which has made 
its appearance since the annual message of go- 
vernor Seward is a report from Mr. Verplanck in 
reference to the financial interests of New York. 
The report gives a picture of things based upon 
facts, and most favorable to the prospects of this 
great and growing state. Notwithstanding the 
heavy deht New York owes, she has abundant 
means to meet it. Any future deficiency is consi- 
dered highly improbable in the report, even in the 
completion of all the important internal improve- 
ments which have beer contemplated. The en- 
largement of the Erie canal is spoken of as a work 
which may increase the revenne, upon the ground 
that it will diminish the rates of transportation very 
materially, and add much to the funds of the state 
to be derived Irom tolls. The report shows that 
{en millions of our debt have been expended upan 
works as yet unproductive, because unfinished. 
These works finished, and a cautious movement 
made in reference to others, of course we shall 
have clear and good sledding. 

Internal improvements and state debis. Several 
bills in the legislature, appropriating money to 
works of internal improvement in this state, have 
been rejected. On one bill only thirty-nine mem- 
bers of the house voted affirmatively out of a total 
of one hundred and twenty-eight. 

NEW JERSEY. 

The situation of the finances of the state ia report- 
ed as follows: The expenses for the coming year are 
estimated at $82,700. The revenue at $53,933 38; 
leaving about $30,000 to be provided for by taxa- 
tion or otherwise. The legislative expenditures are 

ut down at $23,000, the salaries of state officers 
at $14,000. The cash on hand $9,633 39. The 
amount of the sehool fund on the Ist of April will 
be $30,500 35. 

The Morris conal. According to the Newark 
Daily Advertiser, the work ot enlarging the locks 
on this canal, undertaken last winter, and then 
suspended, is to be immediately resumed and per- 
feeted, so that the navigation will be opened by 1st 
July. 

The work is to be paid for in post notes, which, 
by a resolution of tlie directois of the bank, are to 
be receivable a£ par in all debts due to the bank for 
the purchase of coal transported on the canal. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Bank bill. The bill for the relief of the banks has 
finally passed the legislature, the senate on Satur- 
day having concurred in the amendments made in 
the honse. It was to be presented to the governor 
yesterday, but whether he would approve or veto 
it was not known. The bill is in substance as fol- 
lows: 

Sec. 1. Provides that the banks of the common- 
wealth shall be liable for the payment of their debts 
as individuals are now by law liable, and that the 
extraordinary penalties shall be repealed. : 

See. 2. Gives the banks the privilege of issuing 
small notes to the amount of fifteen per cent. on 
their capital stocks, tor a period of five years. 

Sec, 3. The total amount of debts and liabilities, 
exclusive of deposites, not to exceed double the 
amount of the capital stock. 

Sec. 4. The stocks owned by the banks, (except 
of this commonwealth), not to exceed 10 per cent. 
of the amount of their capitals respectively; provid- 
ed, that no investments already mace shali be cum- 
pelled to be reduced more rapidly than 123 per 
cent. every ninety days. 

Sec. 5. No president, cashier or other officer of 
abank to be permitted to loan its funds. Also, 
fixes a limit to tlie loans of directors, proportioned 
to the capitals of the banks. 

Sec. 6. No loan to be made to the cashiers, tel- 
lers, clerks, &c. ot the banks respectively. 

Sec. 7. Abolislies the proxy system of voting for 
officers. 

Sec. 8. Persons io be eligible as directors to own 
amounts ol stock proportioned to the capital of the 
banks respectively. No persons to be a director in 
more than one bank at the same time. 

Sec. 9. Frauds by directors and officers provided 
against. 

Sec. 10. No dividend allowed greater than seven 
per cent. and the excess to form a contingent fund, 
one-half of which is to be paid into the treasury. 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER--APRIL 


wot 


i i LN S EE 


3, 1841—STATES OF THE UNION. 


TU COMM Seta e 


71 


Sec. 12. Dividend of five per cent. allowed during 
a suspension. 

Sec. 18. Returns of the condition of the banks 
provided for. 

Sec. 14. Provides penalties in case said reports 
be not properly made. 

Sec. 15. Makes it the duty of the secretary to 
forward a copy ol the act to the banks for their ac- 
ceptance, and the governor to issue a proclamation 
upon receiving their answers. 

Sec. 16. Repeals foriner acts inconsistent with 
this one. 

Sec. 17. Authorises the capital of the U. States 
bank, if the stockholders desire it, to be reduced to 
14 millions, and the bank to be released frora part 
of her bonus. 

DELAWARE. 

Appointments. The Georgetown, (Del.) Repub- 
lican states, that James Booth, esq. of New Castle 
county, has been appointed, by the governor, chief 
justice of the state of Delaware, iu lieu of the hon. 
Richard H. Bayard resigned. In compliance with 
the requisitions of a law, passed at the late session 
vf the legislature of the state, the governor has ap- 
pointed capt. L. L. Lyons commissioner of wrecks, 
or wreck master for Sussex county. 

VIRGINIA. 

Bank law. The Richmond Compiler furnishes 
the following abstract of the provisiuus of the law 
which was passed at the late session of the legisla- 
ture in reterence to the banks of Virginia: 

It remits the forfeitures incurred by the banks for 
the non-payment of specie and restores their char- 
ters; suspends until the first of January next the 
provision which authorises any person to recover 
the amount of notes or debts from the banks by 
motion on ten days notice; repeals so much ol 
any act as subjects the banks to lorfeiture of char- 
ter for failing to pay specie, reserving to the legis- | 
lature the right to modify or repeal their charters at 
pleasure, 

Suspends, until the first of April, 1842, such acts | 
as subjects the banks to pay ten per cent. damages, 
and fifteen per cent. interest for failing to pay spe- 
cies, and subjecis the banks, after the 1st of Janu- 
ary next, to the payment of twelve per cent. in- 
terest for such failure; suspends until the Ist of 
April aforesaid, such acts as prohibit the banks 
frot issuing notes of a less denomination than twen- 
ty dollars, and from receiving in payment or on 
deposite the notes of banks out of the state below 
ten dollars; no bank however to issue or put in cir- 
culation any nole of less denomination than five 
dollars, except as provided by the act of the present 
session. 

Prohibits the banks whenever, after the Ist Janu- 
ary next, the proportion of coin held by them shall, 
to the paper circulation, be less than as one to five, 
and shall so continue for sixty days, from making 
any new loan or discount until by curtailment, or 
otherwise the said proportion shall be re-establish- 
ed. Authorises the holders of notes, after suspen- 
sions of specie payments by the banks, to present 
the notes for payment, and if payment be refused, 
requires the officer of the bank to endorse thereon 
the fact and date of such presentation, and declares 
that such note shall thereafter bear an interest of 


six per cent. per annum until paid; and upon refu- 
sal of the officer to make such endorsement, the 
holder or bearer of any note so presented may ob- 
tain judgiaent for the same with twelve per cent. 
interest from the time of presentation; toakes it 
felony, punishable by confinement in the peniten- 
tiary for a tenn not less than two nor more than ten 
years, for any officer or clerk of any bank wilfully 
1o make, or suffer ta be made, any false entry, and 
io omit making any proper entry, or to alter any 
proper entry in any account kept in the bank, with 
intent to conceal the true state of the account, or to 
defraud the bank, or to enable any one to obtain 
money to which he is not entitled. Fixes the an- 
nual meetings of stockholders of the Bank of the 


Valley on the third Wednesday in May. Gives the 
legislature the right to alter or modity the charter 
of any bank accepting the benefit of the act or any 
part of it. Requires the banks to redeem their 
notes heretofore issued under the denomination of 
five dollars, whenever presented at such banks, or 
their branches, and whether emitted or issued by 
such bank or agency, where payment is demanded 
or not, and for failure to he subject to all the reme- 
dies and penalties prescribed by the act passed dur- 
ing the present session to allow the issue of small 
notes. 

Divorce. The house of delegates, moved by the 
extraordinary number of applications for divorce 
brought before it have passed a bill on the subject, 
giving to the circuit superior court the decision in 
the case, under the provisions of the bill of which 
the following is a part: 


“And be it further enacted, That, after the lapse | 


ofseven years from the rendition of any decree of 
divorce æ mensa el thoro, the same shall operate for 
the party applying for and obtaining it as a decree 
of divorce a vinculo matrimonii, and it shall be law- 
ful for such party to marry again.” 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

The governor of the state of Nortb Carolina has, 
in pursuance of authorily vested in him, fixed upon 
Thursday, the 13th day of May next, as the day of 
election, throughout that state, of representatives to 
congress. 

ALABAMA. 

State bank. The bad debts due to the bank of 
tbe state of Alabama and its branches, are officially 
reported by a committee of the legislature to 
amount to the very enormous eum of $5,640,761 59! 
This bank belongs to the state, and has been go- 
verned by officers elected by the legislature. The 
loss will, of course, be suffered by the state. 

TENNESSEE. 

Bank exhibit. 
and its branehes exhibited on the Ist of March, the 
following state of affairs: 

Discounts 2,000,000; home bills 800,000; sus- 
pended debt 540,000; property bought in 168,000; 
notes of other banks 209,000; specie 225,000; cir- 
culation 1,151,000; deposites 3,381,000. That is 
she owes five dollars for every one she has in gold 
aud silver. This is tao great a disproportion. 

The direetors for the present year are M. Wat- 
son, F. B. Fogg, T. H. Fleteher, J. W. Saunders, 
S. V. D. Stout, A. Hyues, J. Vanlx, H. Kirkham, 
R. H. McEwen, H. Petway, W. G. Dickinson. 

OHIO. 

Legislature. In the house of representatives, on 
Friday last, an important proposition, after a long 
debate, was adopted by a decisive vote, as stated in 
the journal, it was enntained in an amendment to 
the appropriation bill for the public works, aud 
provides in effect for an authorised suspension of 
the banks, for one or two years, as the suspension 
ofspecie payments may be continued in the ad- 
jacent states, on condition that the banks shall make 
a tempoiary loan to the state of one and a half mil- 
tions of dollars. 

The hill to protect camp meetings passed a read- 
ing, in the senate, on Saturday, by a vote of 30 ta 6. 

In the house of representatives on 'Tuesday, the 
bill making appropriations lor the public works and 
repealing the 12 per cent. penalty upon banks sus- 
pending specie payments, was finally passed by the 
close vote of 33 to 32. 

The senate had adopted a resolution lo admit J. 
C. Wright esq. npon the floor of that body, so as 
to make one speech, in support of his claims to the 
seat oceupied by Mr. Holmes. 

In the senate, the bank committee made their 
majority and minority reports, on Thursday. Mr. 
Faran, from the majority, presented a bill to rein- 
corporate the banks on the so called safety fund 
prineiple, adopting as the basis of his scheme, the 
bill some time since introduced by Mr. Bissell. Mr. 
Vance, from the minorify of the committee, sub- 
mitted an able and interesting report upon the sub- 
ject of banking generally, with reference to the 
present wants of the state, accompanied by the 
house bill with amendments. Both reports were 
ordered to be printed. [ Bait. Pat. 

INDIANA, 

Caleb B. Smith has been nominated by a county 
convention, as a candidate for congress in the dis- 
trict late represented by Mr. Rariden, who declines 
a re-election. 

Fire. A new and extensive bagging faclory at 
New Albany, was destroyed by fire on the 22d iust. 
Loss about $45,000. 

MISSOURI. 

California, An expedition is expected lo leave 
Missouri in the course of a few months for Upper 
California. Ata meeting held at Independence, in 
that state, fifty eight individuals volunteered for the 
expedition, nineteen of whom will take their faini- 
lies with them. A place of rendezvous is named 
whieh it is requested that all who wish to join in the 
expedition will assemble by the 10th of May. 
Among the resolutions adopted by tbe meeting was 
one in the following words: 

Resolved, That our object in going there is that 
of peace and good will towards the people and go- 
verument of California, and our principal induce- 
ment for emigrating to that country is, that we be- 
lieve it, from the best information we have been 
able to procure, to be more congenial to aur inte- 
rests aud enjoyments than that of our present loca- 
tion. 

State bank. This institution has. rescinded its 
order of the 12th of November, 1839, and resalved 
to receive the notes of the Illinois, Indiana and Ken- 
tucky banks. 


The Planters’ bank of Tennessee į 


| everglades, in p 


The house of representatives passed a hill at its 
session making it an indictable offence to pass or 
receive a $3 or $10 note atter January, 1842. It 
provides that all contracts the consideration of 
which, or any part thereot, should be in the prohi- 
bited bank notes, should be void, and that all pay- 
ments made in thatenrrency should he void; and 
that after a debt had been once paid in such curren- 
cy, the person to whom the payment was made 
might sue and make the debtor pay it over again! 
Fortunately, this oppressive bill failed in the se- 
nate. 

WISKONSAN. 

Bankrupt law. The legislative power of Wis- 
konsan is a part of the legislative power of congress 
over the U. States. It extends “to all rightful sub- 
jects of legislation,” and its exercise is to be re- 
spected and sustained in all courts and places as the 
action of the government of the United States. 

An act of the territorial legislature takes effect 
from its date, On the first Monday of December, 
after its passage, it is submitted to congress, and 
if it is not disapproved by that body, it coutinues in 
force. By this silent action of congress, it becomes 
anactofcongress. It may be repealed at any time by 
congress or the territorial legislature. But until 
it is so repeated it is in force with the essent of con- 
gress. 

There is a single exception to this rule. By a 
special act of congress, all charters containing bank- 
ing privileges granted by the legislatures of either 
of the territories must be actually approved of by 
congress before they can take effect. This is the 
only instance in which the assent of congress is 
positively required to give effect toa territorial act. 
ln every other, the combined power of the general 
and state government is fully delegated to the as- 
sembly of Wiskonsan. 

A bankrupt law passed by the legislature of Wis- 
konsan is as valid and binding in all courte, in every 
part of the United States, as a law of the territorial 
legislature of Florida was declared to be by the su- 
preine court of the United States, establishiug courts 
of admiralty in Florida. A decree of that court was 
effectual in every part of tbe United States, and so 
is a discharge under the bankrupt law of Wiskonasu. 

LN. Y. Star. 
FLORIDA. 

Indians captured. The correspondent of the Sa- 
vannah Republican under date of Pilatka, March 
14, says: 

«Captain Ker, 2d dragoons, a day or two since 
took twenty-one Indians with their chief, Koxa Tus- 
tenuggee. 

Twenty old Indians came in a few days ago at 
Fort Fanning, and gave themselves up. 

Wild Cat has been in at Tampa and gone out to 
bring in his people, and letters to nigbt say that 
ninety men were sent out on the 11th to escort 
ninety odd warriors on their way in. 

A bout four hundred Indians are already at Tampa 
waiting to be shipped—in fact every oue writes 
that the war is over.” 

Halleck Tustenuggee, with about 100 warriors, 
having been twice whipped by lieutenant Albeitis, 
of which 1 gave you the particulars, was trailed to 
his camp on the Ochlaw aha, eight miles south of 
Fort Mackay, by captain Barnham, and again 
whipped and routed with considerable loss. 

Captain Barnham and a sergeant Pearson aud pri- 
vate Bower, were severely, the latter I fear, mortally 
wounded. Soon after the engagement he was join- 
ed by captain Smith, 2d infantry, and lieut. Sibley, 
2d dragoons, each with a company, and Indian Billy 
for a guide, and they all set off in pursuit. In the 
meantime captain Ker with bis company of dra- 
goons, has taken the opposite side of the river, hop- 
ing to bave the game jlushed and driven into bis 
hands. 

Metuncholy memorials. In an Indian camp, in 
Florida, from whieh the savages were driven by 
captain Barnham, there were tound an undress uni- 
form coat, betonging to the late lieut. Sherwood, 
and a lace collar which was the property of the un- 
fortunate Mrs. Moatgomery. A quantity of cloth- 
ing taken fromm the body of slain soldiers, was also 
discovered, and much plunder. 

Second expedilion of col. Harney in the everglades, 
Florida. The following letter, says the Charleston 
Courier, from a gentleman in Florida, to his friends 
in tbis city, dated Tampa Bay, March 10, comprises 
a journal of col. HARNEY’s latest expedition to the 
ursuit of Sam Jones, and is fur- 
nished by an officer, who accompanied col. Harney. 
It will show the great enterprise and endurance that 
are requisite on the part of those who exert tbem- 
selves in the protracted and extraordinary cuntest 
with the savages of Florida. 

On the Ist of January, , 
Harney started a second time for th 
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with a force of 20 dragoons, 70 of 3d artillery, with 
four officers of the line, and 140 mariners and sailors 
under the command of capt. McLaughlin and the 
officers of the Flirt, Wave and Otsego, U. States 
schooners. With the exception of four or five large 
canues, carrying [rom six to ten men each, the force 
was distributed in small canoes made expressly for 
the purpose, and carrying five men each. The or- 
ders of the day directed that each man should be 

rovided with twenty days’ rations, sixty rounds of 
ban cartridge, and the necessary blankets, &c. The 
most perfect silence to be preserved by every one; 
orders to be commnnicated Ly signal whistles, with 
which the officers were supplied; the boats when 
moving in single file, open order, to he kept twenty 
paces apart, and every man ready to drop his pad- 
dle and seize his musket ata moments notice,— 
The dragoons were armed with Colt’s repeating 
ifle, and, being under the command of col. H. form- 
ed a well tried band of experienced Indian fighters. 
Half an hour after sunset, and during a shower of 
rain, the command left Fort Dallas, which is situat- 
ed in the bay at the mouth of the Indian river, eight 
miles above Key Biscayne; col. H.in advaace, 
with Mico as guide, and negro John as interpreter, 
the army next, and the navy in the rear. After 
passing up the bay seven miles, we entered the 
month of Little river, a tortuous and extremely 
rapid outlet from the everglades, and struggled 
against the current until alter midnight, when we 
seached our first resting place, the site of an old 
plantation, and landed. January 2d. The guide 
says that by not starting from here until towards 
evening, we willreach Chitto-Tustenuggee’s island, 
ao hour or two hefore daybreak, to-morrow; we 
therefore remained as we were, as much aè possible 
concealed in the grass and thickets, until four P. M. 
when we again started, bnt in reversed order, the 
colonel in advance, the navy next, and the army in 
the rear. [t may be as well to mention here, that 
throughout the expedition the army and navy al- 
teruated in order of precedence, the colonel, how- 
ever, always at the head of the column. After 
passing up a few miles of very swift rapids, we en- 
tered the everglades at sunset, and skirting along a 
projecting elbow of the Pine barren for two miles, 
lay concealed behind the point of it until it was 
quited dark. We then moved forward swiftly and 
noiselessly, at one time following the course of 
serpentine channels, openiug out occasionally into 
beautiful lagoons, at another forcing our way 
through barriers of tall saw grass. After several 
hours hard paddling, we came in sight of Chitto’s 
island, and the signal was passed ^to close np." 
Approaching cautiously, we took our positions 
around the island, and lay in anxious expectation of 
the signal, “move up and effect a landing.” An 
advance guard having been sent in to reconnoitre, 
after some time reported that the enemy had lelt 
the island, and, in a tone of bitter disappointment, 
the colonel gave the word, “move up and land, the 
Indians have escaped.” 

January 3d, Chitto-Tustenuggee’s or Snake War- 
rior’s island is a most beautiful spot, containing 
from 18 to 20 acres; the soil is extremely rich and 
about two feet deep, lying on rotten lime stone.— 
The centre is cleared, but the circumference is well 
protected by immense live oak and wild fig trees, 
and an almost impenetrable thicket of mangroves. 
There are two towns, two dancing grounds and one 
council lodge, on this island; with the exception of 
the dancing ground and small patch of fine Cuba 
tobacco, the whole clearing is overrun with pump- 
kin, squash and melon vines, with occasionally Li- 
ma beans in great luxuriance and of a most excel- 
lent quality. The Indians have been gone at least 
two weeks, and have left behind them all useless 
articles, such as war dance masks, supernumerary 
baskets, kettles, fishing spears, bows, &c. Atl 
A. M. the colonel despatched a small force to re- 
conuoitre Tusconee’s island, which lies about three 
miles west of us; they returned at 4 P. M. and re- 
ported recent sigus of a inan, wamen and child.— 
The only trophies they had obtained, were some 
eats of green corn and a few stalks of sugar cane. 

January 4th. Started at 9 A. M. for Sam Jones? 
island. He is said to have 70 warriors with him, 
and to hold a strong position; the only fear, how- 
ever, entertained either by the officers or men, is 
that he too may have seen fit to desert his istand, 
and belake himselfto the Big Cypress. After pad- 
dling until 8 P. M. we reached a small cluster of 
trees, from the tops of which the guide said that 
Bam's camp was visible; he was accordingly sent up 
aloft to nake an observation, and soon pronounced 
tlie place deserted, 

This information altercd the colonel’s plans, and 
instead of waiting until night should conceal his 
movements, he advanced immediately towards the 
island; at the same time, however, not omitting the 
precaution of sending off flanking parties, and an 


advance guard to reconnuitre. Belore sunset we 
had all landed, and were enjoying our bacon and 
bniscuit in the midst of an Indian village. Janua- 
ry 5th, Sam Jones’ possessions consist of a group 
of several islands differing in size, and separated by 
narrow sluices. Upon the largest of these, which 
is about one hundred and filly yards in width and 
half a mile in length, are three villages and dancing 
grounds; the general features the same as those ol 
Chitto's island, but the soil sandy. There are no 
villages on the other islands, but they have been 
cleared in the centre and planted with pumpkins, 
melons and corn, whieh were of course destroyed. 
Our greatest annoyance at this place, was the im- 
mense number of fleas, cockroaches and musque- 
toes; every thing you touched, even the ground, 
was alive wiih the former, which with tbe musqui- 
toes, attacked us, while the roaches luxuriated on 
our provisions. The whole group of islands, (call- 
ed Army and Navy gronp), is nearly a mile and a 
half in length, and, upon careful examination, pre- 
sented no recent Indiau signs. 

January 6th, At 8 A. M. passed over three miles 
to the Piue Keys, and secured their whole extent; 
returned at night, hungry and fatigued, to Sam 
Jones’ camp. January 6th. Started early for the 
Prophet'sisland, which, according to Mico, is “two 
suns” from here. At 11 A. M. stopped at a small 
island and destroyed a flourishing crop of young 
corn. At3 P. M. came lo another island of small 
exten! and uncleared; upon sending negro John up 
à tree to look out, he reported two Indians ip canoes, 
two miles off, coming toward us. Orders were im- 
mediately given hy col. H. to lie close, as they were 
evidently coming to the island. fn a few minutes, 
John reported that they had seen ns and were going 
back. The colonel gave chase, but finding there 
was not water enough for his large canoe, transfer- 
red the guide to captain MceLaughlin's boat, and 
directed him to move on in pursnit—the light boats 
of the artillery to accompany the captain and his 
command. The colonel, with the large canoes, re- 
turned to the island, and sent up a look-out, who 
reported the Indians as out of sight, but our boats 
still going at speed, and rapidly nearing a smal) is- 
land about three miles off. Col. H. becoming im- 
patient and feeling confident that he could find a 
passage across without any guide, started for the 
other island, and reached it just as some of the ad- 
vance boats flushed a party consisting of four war- 
tiors, five squaws and two children; each warrior 
had a separate canoe, containing his family and 
worldly possessions. They left the boats to the 
care of the women, and took to the grass water, 
loading and firing as they ran; three of the warriors 
were soon shot, three squaws and one child taken; 
the other child was drowned by its mother to pre- 
veut its cries leading to lier detection. Night com- 
ing on, one warrior and two squaws, favored hy the 
darkness, escaped. Only one soldier was slightly 
wounded in this affair. January Sth. Early this 
morning, col. H. sent outa small force to follow the 
trai! of the other warrior and endeavor, if possible, 
to take him alive, as be had learnt from the squaws 
that it was Chia, one of the best guides in the whole 
territory. Alter following the trail five miles, they 
caine up with a squaw (Chia’s wife) and took her; 
a few yards further on, upon hearing a rustling in 
the giass, several of the men leaped into tlie water, 
and one of the mariners, in the act of springing 
from the boat, was shot by tlie Indian in the side, 
who then ran a few paces reloading his rifle, and as 
sergeant Searles, of 3d artillery, rushed toward him, 
he turned and fired atonly five paces, wounding the 
sergeant mortally, who, however, Kept on towards 
him; Chia then struck at him with his rifle—poor 
Searles sank. for an instant under the blow, but 
blinded and fainting as he was from loss of blood, 
he quickly rallied for a last effort, aud threw him- 
self upon the Indian’s neck crying, “I have him; 
Chia then drew his knife and was about to stah his 
captor, when a soldier arrested his murderous hand. 
Alter secuting the captive, the sergeant was lifted 
iuto a canoe and brought back to the island, where 
his wounds were examined and dressed by the me- 
dical officer. The hall was found to have passed 
through the right arm, eutered the right side, break- 
ing a rib, opening the right lung, and passing into 
the liver. The marine was not much hurt, the ball 
having only made a flesh wound. January 9th.— 
We were compelled to sleep in onr boats, and, in 
addition to this discomfort, it rained hard, with a 
cold south wind, all last night. Chia says, that 
Sam Jones, immediately on hearing of col. Har- 
ney’s first expedition, had sent over to the Semi- 
noles for powder and lead, and said that he would 
go into the Big Cypress, where, if he was pursued, 
he would fight to the death. Chia and his party 
were going to join him, and he (with a gallows in 
perspective, slionkl he prove false), prounses to 
guide us faithfully to him. In consequence of this 


information, we returned to Sam Jones? island, 
which we reached at noon. 

January 10th. The description given by Chia of 
Sam Jones’ probable position, is such as would in- 
timidate almost any one except col. H. from at- 
tempting to dislodge him. At S A. M. we started 
for the head waters of New river, which we reach- 
ed at sundown, and passed down the stream to Fort 
Lauderdale, where we arrived at midoight. 

January 1th, Having disposed of our wounded 
men and the female prisoners, we left Lauderdale 
at sundown and ascended the New river, entering 
the everglades by the right hand branch, an hour 
before sunrise. Jan. 12. After allowing the men 
two hours rest, we moved on to a group of keys, 
lying between the expanse of the everglades and 
the edge ofthe Big Cypress. It was here that Chia 
had expected to find the main body of the enemy; 
but upon examination of the signs, he pronounced 
that they had gone on to the O-kee-cho-bee. With 
a heart swelling witb disappointment, col. Harney 
found his schemes thwarted hy the cowardice of the 
Indians, who had fled panic-stricken upon hearing 
of Cha-kai-kee’s fate, and deserted their hitherto 
inaccessible retreats. At noon the navy left us, 
taking with them Mico and negro John as guides 
across the everglades, in the direction taken by the 
first expedition. Alter a hasty dinner, we bore 
away lor Lauderdale, and aided by the swift cor- 
tent of the New river, reached our destination at 8 
P. M. Jan. 13th. Col. Harney, this morning, start- 
ed with twenty men, to search for a reported pas- 
sage from the New river, into the Hillsborough in- 
let, the low state of the water proved an insur- 
mountable obstacle, he returned at. sundown, and 
gave orders to be prepared to move homeward to- 
morrow. 

January 14th. Passing down the New river to 
its mouth, we coasted along the shore, until we 
reached the Haul-over and encamped for the night. 
Jan. 15th, At early dawn the canoes were hauled 
over from the beach into the bay; and passing down 
toit, we reached Fort Dallas at noon. 


The Pay-hai-o-kee, grasswater or everglades, 
comprises a large portion of southern Florida, lying 
south of the twenty-seventh degree of latitude, and 
separated from the Atlantic and Galph of Mexico, 
by a pine barren varying in width from 5 to 20 or 
more miles. There are a number of outlets on the 
eastern or Atlantic coast, while on the western or 
gulph coast there is only one, now named, after its 
first navigator, Harney river, The appearance pre- 
sented upon entering the everglades is that of an 
immeuse prairie, stretching out farther than the eye 
can reach, covered by thick saw grass rising 6 feet 
above the surface of the water, which it conceals, 
the monotony varied by numerous snakelike chan- 
nels, and verdant islands scattered few and far be- 
tween; the average depth of water over the whole 
extent, is from 2 to 4 feet. The channels differ in 
width from ten to twenty feet, and in some places 
we had to force our boats throngh the waving saw- 
grass. The larger islands are about two feet above 
the usual water level, though no doubt, in very wet 
seasons occasionally oveiflowed. The water was 
clear and wholesome, and even where no current 
was perceptible, there was no appearauce of stag- 
nation. 

The results of this expedition, although appa- 
rently not very brilliant, have only been surpassed 
in usefulness, by those of the first everglade expe- 
dition, undertaken and proseeuted with sach untir- 
ing energy and eminent success by col. Harney. 
The knowledge acquired of the nature of the conn- 
try, the localities of the islands, and the strength of 
the positions, occupied by two ol the most formida- 
ble chiels, is of itself ample reward for the suffering 
and privations necessarily encountered during a 
movement in open boats, with no tents, a limited 
supply of blankets and provisions, exposed to the 
sun by day, and the cew by night, to the drenching 
rain and biting blast, but rarely allowed the luxury 
of a fire, and living upon fare which requires a 
strong appetite to relish. 

— 
DEBATE ON THE PROSPECTIVE PRE- 
EMPTION BILL 
In senate, January, 15 and 16, 1841. 

January 15. Mr. Sournarp said that he wish- 
ed to expressed the views which he entertained on 
the subject of the present Lill. And though he 
could not but regret the late hour at which he was 
compelled to commence, yet, as he desired that no 
delay should be occasioned on his account, he would 
proceed. 

] understand (said Mr. S.) the questions before 
ilie senate to be, first, on the amendment moved by 
(he senator Irom South Carolina, (Mr. Caruown), 
which proposes a cession of all the public lands to 
the states in which they lie, wilh a partial gradua- 
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Taxation would give them no trouble, in- 


This was offered in the formof an amendment to a | ternal improvements become a light burden, our 


previous amendment proposed by the senator frora 
Kentucky, (Mr. CRITTENDEN), which provided 
for a distribution of the proceeds of the public do- 
main among all the stales of the union, witli a par- 
tial pre-emption granting to the settler, if his pro- 
perty was not worth over a thousand dollars, three 
hundred and twenty acres of land at the govern- 
ment price. lt is possible that I might bring my 
mind to consent to all these matters in a modified 
form—I inight vote for something in the shape of 
Hu nion and gradualion, provided they should 

e strictly lirnited and placed ou safe principles— 
but for neither, unless limited with a plan ot distri- 
bution. 

In approaching this question, permit me to re- 
mark, in the first place, that I cannot consent to act 
here under what I regard only as a threat, founded 
onthe power which may in fnture be exerted, if 
we do not consent to yield up these lands now. The 


senator from Arkansas (Mr. Sevier) was pleased | 


to commence and to close his remaiks. addressed as 
they were, or should have been, to the intelligence 
and judgwent of the senale, with a distinet intima- 
tion that we inust now do what was required of us, 
or, when there should be power in the new states to 
entorce their will on this subjeet, we should be 
compelled to yield to necessity. I do not under- 
stand that kind of argument as addressed to the in- 
tellect, and much less to the conseience of a sena- 
tor, in the discharge of his high duty. When a 
great question is to be discussed, 1 do not compre- 
hend how my judgment is to be made to yield by 
having it said to me, give these lands now, or here- 
aller we will take them as soon as we shall have 
strength to do so. J am not to be convinced by an 
arguinent of that character. 1t the dietates ol my 
judgment and a solemn sense of publie duty lead 
me to refuse my assent to measures proposed here, 
no appeal to future power, no threat of future ven- 
geance, will induce me to record iny vote in their 
favor. Such questions should be decided without 
reference to threats of any kind, and, in my appre- 
hension, they are very ill-applied to a body like 
this, consisting of the high representatives of states, 
and standing here under the shield of the constitu- 
tion, for the protection of the rights ol the people 
and the states which sent them. 

Again. There has been introduced in the pre- 
sent argument much which relates to the catch- 
words ol party and the emblems and ensigns em- 
pues in the time of the election, to obtain the 

enefit of the impression they might make amidst 
the exeitement of such a scene. I ask, what have 
these to do with the grave questions, to. whom be- 
long the public lands? and what is the duty of go- 
vernment in their management? These questions 
are very little conneeted with log cabins. What 
have they or other political emblems to do with the 
inquiry, what is now ourduty? Was the word log 
cabin introdaced both into the bill and the title, as 
reporled from the land committee, by way of sneer? 
And cana sneer conquer the judgment or convince 
the conscience? Or are these things intended to 
forward electioneering and party purposes? The 
question before us is lar higher than those connect- 
ed with the temporary occupaney of the executive 
chair. It connects itself with the origin and foun- 
dation of our institntions—with all that has follow- 
ed from that eventful moment to the present—and 
it presses on all that is hereafter to affeet onr ehil- 
dren and our children's children. Such a question 
had no appropriate conuexion with the electioneer- 
ing emblems. 

It is proper that I should thus notice these things, 
because I intend, as far as I can control my feelings, 
to avoid entirely all such allusions; and whenever 
I find myself approaching, in the course of my ar- 
gument, any point to which they have been direct- 
ed, I will endeavor to prevent mysel( from turning 
aside lo reply to the arguments derived from thern. 

This is said to be a question of great excitement, 
It is so; but it ought to be so only beeause of the 
lnagnificent and profound interest which is inherent 
in the subject itself. It should not be a questioo of 
that species of exeitement relerred to in the debate, 
und which is found here, and in the state legisla- 
tures, and among politicians, to a far greater degree 
than among the plain, laboricus, unsophisticated 
portion of the community, either in the west or the 
eut. Itis easy to see why it is here made a ques- 
tion of great excitement, and the motives which 
lead gentlemen to make it so. It is so exciting 
in the legislatures of sotae of the states because it 
is a question which addresses its-lf to the removal 
of the most painful of all the duties which the inem- 
bers of those bodies have to diseharge. If asys- 
tem of pre-emption and graduation and cession 
could be fully aecomplished upon terms whieh they 
desire, they would be relieved from many onerous 


| 


joint property be the easy remedy lor such difficul- 
ties. There is no mystery in the reason why poli- 


still within their lips, rejeet the proffered boon— 
demand of us the eontinuance of our obligations in 
regard to the whole territory, eeded and uicedcd 
and their portion of the preceeds (rom the wLale.— 


ticians aud legislatures make this a question of ex- | Three or four states take a rich inleritanee lor 


citement; but it should be Ireed fromm all such as- 


themselves and their people—have their pride, I had 


socialions and influences. Here is an iinmense do- | alinost said passions, giatified, by the rejection of 
main, the common property of the United States. | your authority as to your owa property, and still 


It is admitted even now, and has been, in this de- 
bate, to be the common property of the whole 
union, ain] the question. is, what obligation, under 
the history of the revolution, the terms of cession, 
and the principles of the union, resis upon us in the 
management and disposal of this great cominon 
Ud 

lie first plan is offered to us by Ihe scnator from 
South Carolina, (Mr. CALHOUN), and proposes a 
distribution of the whale domain, lying within nine 
of the states, fo those states. It gives it to them, and 
they either take it, by cession, and obtain the legal 
title to it, and perfect control over it, or they are to 
be the agents ol this government for its manage- 
ment. From the argument of the senator, I could 
not distinctly understand whether his amendment 
was intended to secure an absolute cession to those 
states, so that congress ean no longer have any eon- 
trol over the property—or whether the states are to 
be regarded as the agents of (he general government, 
to carry out its purposes, and to make return to it 
of the results of their agency. In the first case, that 
of an aetual eession of the whole territory to the 
states, the United States lose their title to the land, 
if they have one, and the states acquire it, and have 
the lani! as their own, absolute, indefeasible inheri- 
tance. When this shall be the case, if the doctrines 
which have been advaneed by gentlemen from the 
new states be correct, ali the obligations which those 


states may assume will be, not parehmeut, but pack- | foresee that 


elaim a participation of all the benefits of all the 
lands beyond their limits. The other states, in these 
respects, hold an inlerior position. Is this right?— 
Aie we prepared to ineet its consequences? 

The bill says that the cession shall not be opera- 
live unless the slafes receiving the cession shall pass 
“irrevoeahle laws” in eonlormity with it. What is 
the meaning of this? Is it not the doctine of the 
present day, (abhorrent, I admit, to my own judg- 
ment, and, in my opinion, utterly false), that a le- 
gislature ean pass no itrevceable aet—and has no 
power to bind ils successors? Suppose such a doc- 
triue shall prevail—the state legislature pass laws 
which they declare to be irrevocable, fixing the rate 
of allowance to the general government tor the pub- 
lic land sold, and the very next legislature shall re- 
peal the law, and declare it of no etieet. Where are 
sou then? Have they not power to revoke, aecord- 
ing to this doctrine? True, it is a bargain. aud they 
assent fo the terms of 1t; but then there comes a 
change of circuinstances, and a change ol public 
men, and a change of public opinioo, and the legis- 
lature way suy, take back your land—we revoke the 
bargain, and by paying back your consideration we 
ob!ain a right to break our promise. How then? [I 
believe I have as much faith in the integrity and 
honor of the states, aud in their devotion to consti- 
tutional principles, as any senator ean have; but 
when I am called to make a bargain, with whieh I 
great principles and interests may inter- 


thread, broken by the slightest effort of the weakest | fere, and especially when I look at the ground some 
among them. If the principles which have been) ol these principles rest upon, I pause and wait be- 


asserted here be sonud, that must be the result. 
do not adimit them to be so, but, arguing with those 
who do, | point them and others to the consequence 
whieh I think must ensue when the states shall pos- 
sess the lands in fee simple, and have the absolute 
control over them. They will take them—ijleny 
your right of interferenee; nay, deny that you have 
any interest in them. Their state sovereignty over 
all lands within their limits will be the ready answer 
to all your claims and rights. 

But suppose the states to be mere agents of the 
union to execute the duty whieh the general govern- 
went has entrusted to thein in discharge of its awn 
high trast under the instrument of cession. Put 
ther in that position, and then how stand we? With 
our present land system still to control them, i! we 
appoint officers to receive our portion of the money, 
we must keep up our registers and receivers, our 
land districts in the states, and our Jand department 
here. I mean that, so far as these states are con- 
cerned, all the eharacteristics and all the expense af 
the existing land system must still continue. We 
gain nothing, or so little, that it is not worth consi- 
deration in relieving ourselves froia responsibility 
and expense. They are our agents, and, as such, 
they must appoint agents of their own to sell the 
land. A citizen comes to pay for the land he has 
entered, and he offers to pay a part to the receiver 
of the general government and a part to the receiv- 
ing officer of the state. Suppose the state, or its 
agent, shall say no. Or suppose an arrangement is 


made that the offieer of the state shall receive thej 


money and pay over the proper proportion of it to 
the United States, and be fails to do so, what is your 
remedy? He is not your officer, and where is your 
power to punish him? He is an officer ol the state, 
and we have heard much of this government having 
no power to enforce a constitutional obligation upon 
such. I ask, how will you enlorce the payment of 
your money? 

Look at it, then, in either aspect. You give the 
lands to (he state in absolute inheritance, without 
retaining any efficient lien, or the states are your 
agents, aud you are to enforce the obligation of the 
contract. Is it wise—is it disereet to meet either 
alternative? Does either arraogement eome within 
the faithful discharge of our trust over this property? 

But suppose, again, a portion of the states to 
whom this eession is to be made shall refuse fo re- 
ceive fhe land on the conditions proposed. It has 
already been annonaced to us by one senator that 
his own state is not likely to agree to such an ar- 
rangement, and that, if he be asked his opinion, he 
shall advise her not to agree to it. What then?— 
Admit that Ohio shall refuse, that Indiana shall re- 
fuse, and some two or three other states in nearly 


Ij fore l yield m 


y assent to the agreement proposed. 
But suppose, again, that all the nine western 
states shall assent to the offer of cession—what then? 
You have given thein (he entire public domain with- 
in their limits; you have distributed one hundred and 
sixty ne lions of acres among nine state of the nuion. 
Have you divided the lands equally among them? 
Are the benefits to Arkansas and to Indiana the 
same? Arethe shares of Missouri and Ohio alike? 
No man can look at the docutaents and not perceive 
that there is a high degree of benefit conferred on 
some states, and a very 1noderate one on others, 

Where do you get your authority for making this 
wide diserimination between state and state? Show 
me where, in the terms of union of these twenty-six 
states, and in the terms of the constitntion, you get 
your authority to make any such distinetion. J 
have not read the constitution aright if you have 
such power; and I hope you have not. If you eom- 
menee to exercise it, where is to be the end? Your 
laws, 1 thought, were to be equal. The states are 
hot to regard each other as inferiors or superiors— as 
favorities or exiles from favor. You have tio right 
to make any such distiuction, and the moment you 
do, the seeds of discord and dissolution are son n, 
and they will grow. If part af the states shall von- 
eur in the proposed arrangement, you will be ina 
condition to be lamented. — 1f all shall concur, you 
will have made a distinction which you bave no 
right to make. ] do not speak wow ol the distine- 
tion between these nine states collectively, and (he 
remaining seventeen other states of the union, but 
of a distinction among these states themselves, with 
whom you deal, and with regard to whom vou pro- 
pose to take astep which is a violation ‘alike of 
equal justice and of the constitution, 

lí | comprehend the effect of this amendment, and 
especially ef the grant of land to the states—if the 
word cEDE is to be understood in its teehnieal 
meaning, in that in which it is used in the instru- 
menis which gave us the land, or in any meaning in 
whieh it has ever been nsed, so far as I know, and 
the states shall refuse, or neglect, or omit, the pay- 
ment of the money, then you ereate the relation of 
creditor aud debtor between the general and the stale 
governments. I ask you whether it is wise, whe- 
ther it is prudent and disereet to put this govern- 
ment in the relation of creditor, and any one or more 
of the states in that of debtor to it? £n such a rela- 
tionship you will stand in a worse condition thaa did 
the colonies in the revolution anterior ro the eonfe- 
deration, and the states after the confederation. A 
state owes you a large sum of money; duriog the 
confederation such a state would have been com- 
maniled, (powerless, I admit, the command, and 
leading to a state of things which came nigh defeat- 


the same situation with these shall also refuse—in | ing the revolution), but it wonld have been com- 


what condition shall we stand? In this: we shall | manded to 


have made the grant to three or four states of aa 
immense amount of land, and they will take all the 
benefits of it; while the other states, with our lands 


make payment. It obeyed or not, at its 
pleasure. Naw how will yuu enforce your demand? 
Arkansas owes you a million of dollars, and says 
that she cannot make payment; or, speaking in the 
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spirit of her representative here, that she will not; 
where is your power to compel her? Yon would 
hear very different language then from what yau 
hear now, and you would find that you had no con- 

stitutional power to coerce the payment bul one, and 
that is the power to make war and suppress insur- 
rection. You might compel payment, but it must 
be by drawing the sword, and bathing it deeply in| 
the blood of your fellow citizens. Forsuch a spec- | 
tacle I have no desire, and would avoid the cause of 
it. I would abstain from creating a relation so dan- 
gerous, because, should any state refuse that ire 


as trustees it is your duty to demand, your only re- 
medy is to yield, or to spill the blood of your coun- 
trymer. You must make your calculation either 
for results like these, or to listen to appeals made to 
you by sovereign states, in terms of subserviency 
and huiniliation, invoking your moderation, aud 
begging forbearance. Before | would see states of 
this union reduced to this, and begging at your bar 
that you will put off the day of execution, I would 
be alinost ready to invoke the power of war itself. 
State degradation like that would be incompatible | 
with the existence of the union, and 1 regard the 
diguity of the states too highly to place them, by 
any aet of mine, in such a situation. 

Something has been said in this aspect of the snb- 
ject as to the credit which is to be given to a state; 
and some of the arguments (such I suppose they 
were intended to be) sounded, in my ear, much like 
sneets at the credit system, and all that kind of 
party eluquence. T care little forsneers when deal- 
ing with such a question. It is not one of credit to 
the states, or of the states; but of the indebtedness 
of citizens to their own government, and of states to 
the union. This subject was referred to by the se- 
natur froin South Carolina, ( Mr. Parston), in re- 
lation to the lands sold previous to cash payments. 
He wasright in his reference. The lands sold and 
unpaid for, previous to 1819-20, amounted to 
$21,775,327. It was a debt due from the people ol 
the states, or, if yon please, from the states them- 
selves. It was due iu Tennessee, in Ohio, in Indi- 
ana, and, so far as the territories were inhabited, in 
the territories. Yon had sold your land without re- 
ceiving cash at the sales. The purchasers were 
then yonr debtors, but il the state takes the title, and 
js to pay, is it not our debtor just the same as indì- 
viduals were in 1816, °17 and ^15? What is the dis- 
tinction? Then your debtors were a set of humble, 
taithful, industrious men, scattered over your new 
lands. They had bought the lands, bat could not 
pay you; and it has been truly stated that there was 
not at that day a public man, that loved his country, 
who did not look at the condition of thiugs with 
great alarm. How did you escape from sneh a con- 
dition? By relinquishing part of your debt; by giv- 
ing time for the remainder; and by substituting for 
the future the wholesome system of cash payments. 
Now your condition is to be greatly changed. You 
are abuut to create a debt of immensely greater mag- 
nitude; and you take for your debtors, not citizens, 
upon whom you can act with directness and power, 
but states, over whom you have no control but that 
of force. You could not compel payment from citi- 
zens ol the states, and yet you are to deal with the 
states of which they are citizens, You were afraid 
to bring the power of the government to enforce the 
public right, lor you were told that all your power 
could not reach the case; anil now you propose to 
make states yonr debtors. And can you better con- 
trol them? Yon are not to act on scattered indivi- 
duals, but on corporate masses of inen—on states, 
proud and haughty, and, if necessity require it, 
ready to resist your demand. Be warned in time. 
Avoid that condition of things. Create not that ne- 
cessity. Let us see if we cannot continue to ma- 
nage (his public domain, and shan such threatening 
dangers. 1 think we can, and so believing, I would 
nol render such resnlts possible. 

Mr. SovTHARD here gave way to a motion to 
adjourn, which was carried and the senate adjourn- 
ed. 

January 16. Mr. SovTHARD resumed. After re- 
capitulating the grounds of argument he had gone 
over, he proceeded: I have now a lew further sug- 
gestions to address to the states themselves. The 
langnage of the bill is, “that the said states shal) be 
exclusively liable fur all charges that may hereafter 
arise from the surveys, sales and management of the 
public lands, and extinguishinent of the Indian title 
within the limits of the said states respectively.” 
How liable? How to be adjusted? What right does 
it give to the states? What to the general govern- 
ment? Upon diflerences of opinion, how are they 
to be adjudged? Wow claims enforced? A more 
fruitful source of conflict, not even the inzenuity of 
the senator from South Carolina, (Mr. CALHOUN), 
could have devised. But this is not all. Are we] 
to nnierstand that, according to the provisions ul 
this amendment, ihe states who receive these lands! 
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are to crtinguish the Indien title? Are they to take 
upon themselves the high relations in which the 
ae government stands towards the Indian tribes? 
{ that is the meaning, I protest against the doctrine. 
This governinent has no power to surrender this re- 
lation to any state or nuinber of states. What right 
has Arkansas or Missouri to make a treaty with one 
of the Indian tribes? What right, il the treaty be 
violated, to punish or expel them from their territo- 
ry? None whatever. It would be a direct infrac- 
tion of the constitution. How can this government 
surrender its power to deal with the Indian tribes? 
Has the union in any form assented to the surrender 
of this bhigh constitutional power? Can the onion 
assent to it And if a state has no right even 
to made a treaty with Indians, can this govern- 
ment surrender the higher and holier power ol de- 
termining where and how the Indians are to be dis- 
posed of by force? Can they say to any state. we 
give you the land—you pay for the Indian title, and 
have therefore a right (o demand that it be extin- 
guished when and how, and on what terms you 
please? Yet sneh must be the result. If the pur- 


| port of this amendment is, that the states are to be 


regarded as having the power to remove the Indians 
by force, or to enter into treaties with them, it is 
utterly against the constitution. How can the go- 
vermnent say to Ohio, for example, here is the mise- 
rable remnant of the Leni Lenape, the remains of 
the once warlike and formidable Delawares, who 
held control over the porthern confederacy of In- 
dian nations. They are now within your limits, but 
reduced tu a few hundreds. You may make a treaty 
with them according to your own interests, or we 
will make it for you; and if they refuse to leave their 
ancient seats, you may remove them by any means 
which you clioose—by force—by blood—by exter- 
inination. If there be a provision in the constitu- 
tion which justifies this, I, at least, have been una- 
ble to find it. ‘Phese remarks have to do with the 
question of power. 

Next comes the consideration of humanity and 
policy. These states have, or fancy to have, a deep 
pecuniary interest in speedily expelling the aborigi- 
nal possessors of the soil. 1s it right, just, humane 
to let them decide on their expulsion, and the times, 
circumstances and considerations which shall go- 
vern the decision, and without consultation or ap- 
pea? Are they the only states and the only people 
who rise above the weaknesses and errors of our na- 
tures, and can calmly see tbe truth and the whole 
(ruth through all the interests and passions which 
mislead others? And when the union and the peo- 
ple of the union, have a recorded obligation, and in 
a record too which will not be erased or expunged, 
that they will regard these matters as a trust on their 
consciences and oaths, will they yield their duty to 
faith in others, and without the possibility of secur- 
ing the performance of the trust? Should error be 
committed and wrong done, when and how can we 
make compensation—when and how relieve our- 
selves? 

But I turn from this painful view to one of vastly 
inferior magnitude—yet one which has weight of its 
own in the scales of justice—the question of mo- 
ney. And in regard to this, I ask, are the states in 
whose favor the proposed cession is to be made, to 
bear the hurden of the expense of our intercouise 
with the Indians and of removing them? If they 
are, then 1 entreat the senate and I entreat gentle- 
men from those states to look at the eonsequences. 
Are they to sustain the expense of the Indian wars 
A hicb may arise from their treatment of the Indian 
tribes left within their territory? Should the Indians 
consider themselves aggrieved, as they are very 
likely to do, wars may grow out of their discontent, 
and the feeble remnants within these states may be 
connected with very powerful allies beyond their 
borders, aud when oppression is perpetrated on the 
one, fhe other may be prompt lo avenge it, and our 
history tells ks there are civilized and Christian na- 
tions ready to give them encouragement. Are these 
states to bear the cost of the Indian wars which 
their own conduct may create; or are we not only to 
surrender the land and give up our power to deal with 
the tribes, but in addition to carry on all the wars 
which may grow ont of the management and settle- 
went of these lands? Does the senator from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Catnoun), mean that sueh shall be 
the result o lis amendment or does he not? Such 
it must be, whether he designs it or not. 

Is it a part of his plan that, while we cede all the 
land, we shall retain all the burden? How can we 
avoid it? Will any “irrevocable” act of a state legis- 
lature relieve congress from this liability wheu wars 
shall have arisen? Let the Indian warwhoop sound, 
and one drop of American blood be shed hy an In- 
dian warrior, and what must be tlie result? This 
capitol will quickly hear it, and no sooner will it be 
hean} than the power of this nation will be called 
up to avenge the deed. Can we refuse? No, sir, 


no. It wonld be impossible; and yet witb sucha 
liability upon us, we are asked to surrender to the 
states on the frontier this entire matter, to manage 
according to their own notions of justice or feelinga 
of antipathy. As I understand the plan, the old 
states are not only to surrender their respective 
portions in the public domain, but they are still to 
bear the burden and cost of every frontier Indian 
war. I ask, again, can we avoid it? Can we, under 
the obligation of our constitutional duties, and in 
possession of those sympathies which live and glow 
in the bosom of every American citizen towards 
every other American citizen as sneh—can we, in 
the very nature of things, avoid i? New Jersey has 
not a single Indian left within her borders; or, if 
there be here and there a miserable survivor of his 
race, he isa being so degraded as to have neither 
hope nor power, ncr any capacity to influence the 
conduct of her people for either good or ill, but let 
the question arise whether Mississippi or Arkansas 
shall be protected from the inenrsions of a savage 
foe, and N. Jersey will quickly give her aid, in men 
or money—the soldier's touch of the elbow, or the 
sinews whicb give strength to resistance or securily 
of proteetion. She could not if she would, and she 
would nof if she could, escape her obligations in this 
regard. She and all the states must take and bear 
the ful] proportion of burdens in such a case. How- 
ever you inay frame your laws, and how solemnly 
soever you may declare that the expense of Indian 
wars and the burden of their own defence shall rest 
upon those states which have received the grant, 
you never can carry such laws into eflect. The 
heart, the head, the band of every American citizen 
rise up together and proclaim it impossible. I ask, 
then, is it wise or just to make surrender? And for 
what advantage to these states, so far as money, or 
any rational interest is concerned? They are to 
inake the expenditures for sales, &c. and to exhibit 
their accounts, and we to receive them. But if done 
wisely, discreetly, and according to the terms of 
this compact, how must that account be stated?— 
They are to take ont, 1. The whole expenses, ac- 
cording to their notion of the expenses, and 1 know 
no mode in which we ean correct them. 2. Ont of 
the nett proceeds they are to pay over 65 per cent.— 
when and how they will—tor yonr laws will give 
you noremedy. 3. They are to retain the balance, 
35 per cent. in full of their rights. Let the account 
be justly stated, and the matter fairly administered, 
and they will find their reward to be the gratifica- 
tion of the avarice of the possession of money and 
land, without any redeeming result in honor, power 
or even profit. They now get 5 percent. This is 
lost. The distribution bill would give 123 per cent. 
The balance is to meet their responsibilities and ex- 
penses. Wil it doit? It may, but 1 submit it to 
the senators of the new states to reflect on the re- 
sults of this game which is offered them, and, if 
they cannot rise above the mere question of the 
possession of money and land, to decide whether they 
inay not find themselves losers by ‘he contract, while 
the union also will be the loser. With me, however, 
this is, iu. comparison, but a small question. The 
question I propound and must decide is, what is our 
constitutional duty, and what are the rights of all the 
states? 

But this amendinent, give it all the force you will, 
meets not half of all the difficulties which now press 
upon us, and under which we are so restless and 
agitated on this subject of the publie lands, What 
does it embrace? The lands within the limits of 
nine states of the union, containing one hundred 
and sixty millions of acres. Huw many acres, in 
all, does this nation, according to the statements and 
estimate of the report of the senator from Michigan, 
(Mr. NORVELL), now possess? More than a thon- 
sand millions. To get rid of this question, you are 
dealing with one hundred and sixty millions of acres, 
lorgetting that by their side lie over eight hundred 
millions more. Do gentlemen suppose they are 
dealing with a trifle, or with only the one hundred 
and sixty millions? They forget tlie obstacles which 
beset them. What is to he the progress of this 
thing? We must keep up the existing land system; 
we must continue lo bear all its expenses. We have 
given notice, whether constitutiunallv or rot I shall 
not now discuss, to every American citizen, and 
even toevery alien, that he has the right to go in on 
all these eight hundred millions oCaeres of laud when 
he pleases and as he pleases, provided the Indians 
be not in possession. We have been told here that 
we cannot restrain him, and that tu attempt it is 
vain. Well, admititto be so, what then? Sixty 
thousand of these people get possession of a portion 
of this territory, aud what is their next demand? By 
some rash conduct they get into conflict with the 
Indians, and then the whole military power of the 
nation must be drawn out to protect them in their 
trespass. But is that all? It 15 not. There is another 
principle, which has been boldly maiutained here, 
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"m whenever a territory can number sixty thon- 
aod inhabitants, it not only may be adinitted into 
he union, but has a right fo demand admission and 
quality with all the other states, and then, the rao- 
nent it is admitted, all the land within its limits be- 

tomes theirs. 

i (Mr. LrxwN here interposed to explain. He had 

hever beard it advocated—it certainly never had 
teen by him—that the American people had a right 

o goupon Indian land the title to which had not 
seen extinguished; on the contrary, land of that 

lescription had always been excluded in every pre- 

amption law, nor had any amendment ever been 

»roposed, so far as he kuew to the contrary.] 

Mr. SovTrHaRD. I must have presented my idea 
hot so clearly as 1 intended, if the senator’s expla- | 
ation has been rendered necessary. What I say is 
bis: on the border of all these new states lie vast 

»odies of vacant land which we claim. The people, 
foreigners, under the doctrine which has been 
jere laid down, may cross over the line and settle 
ipon it, for they may not know where the India. 
itle has been extinguished and where it has not. 
Having multiplied 1n nnmhers, even if they be all 
oreiguers, they may come lere and require admit- 
ance, and wlen adinitted may, according to the 
yrovisions of this amendment, demand all the land 
ipon the same terms. I do not say it is distinctly 
:ahned that our citizens and fareigners can law- 
ully go on land to which the Indian title has vot 
been extinguished, but they do in fact often go on 
such land, aud there can be no argument against ad- 
mitting them tbere as soon as the Indian title shall 
have been relieved, for the langnage of the amend- 
meut is “whenever the Indian title has been or shall 
be extinguished.” Here I say we maintain a prin- 

ciple which will authorise our citizens or aliens to 

go without the limits of a state into the lands of lowa 
or Wiskonsan. We assert aud maintain their right 
to do it, and in doing so we bring ourselves into 
collision with the Indian tribes. And when a large 
number of these settlers shall send up their cry to 
our doors “you as our government are bound to 
protect us: the merciless savage is upon us: come 
speedily to our help!” how can we reluse them? I 


would not avoid it. I would not seek to avoid it. 
[ admit, in its fullest latitude, the obligation of the 
government to extend protection over all its citi- 
zens. I would have the name of an American citi- 
zen an impenetrable shield over every man who 
bears it, as in old Rome, at the cry “I am a Roman 
citizen,” the uplifted aria of tyranny and oppression 
was paralyzed and fell powerless at the sound. I 
would have itso here. At the cry “I am an Ame- 
rican citizen" I would be ever ready to put forth all 
the energy of this government for his protection and 
defence. But, while I admit this, I insist that, 
when we are laying our plans for the future, and can 
plainly see thata certain arrangement will tempt 
the states into a situation which is likely to bring us 
all iuto trouble, it is au. argument why we should 
refrain from making tbe arrangement. Settlers 
have no right, in bodies of fifty or sixty thousand, 
to go upon the public lands and bring upon the whole 
nation all the calamities and expense of an Indian 
war. Look at the consequences of this amendment. 
The nine new states take all the land within their 
limits. Presently the territory of Wiskonsan comes 
aad knocks at your door. We shall hear and admit 
lier into the confederacy. According to some gentle- 
men, we must do so, because we have no power— 
no constitutional power—to refuse. Well, Wiskon- 
aan is admitted; her territory contains millions of 
acres, and she then turns round and demanda that 
you shall cede all these lands to her, as you have 
ceded to Arkansas and Missouri. Can you deny 
her? You cannot. The moment she comes into the 
union, if this bill passes, all the land within her 
limits is hers, and musi he hers, and will be hers, if 
yon now consent to the cession which is propased. 
What next? Presently lowa comes and knocks, and 
she demands the same privilege as Wiskonsan. 
She tells you that her people have gone there oa the 
public land; that they have increased and multi- 
plied until they have attained the constitutianal 
numbers, and now they have aright to bea state 
and to enjoy equal prerogativea with all the other 
states. “True,” say they, “there are Indian titles 
in the way, and there may be Indian wara, but give 
us all the land, and then put your hand into tbe trea- 
sury of all the old states, and foot up and pay the bill 
of all the expense.” 

Your eighteen hundred millions of acres are daily 
being swallowed up by the progress of population. 
‘Yerritory after territory will apply, and the moment 
you admit them you have surreudered every foot of 
the public land which they contain. Yon are vir- 
tnally surrendering it now; for how can I stand here, 
alter having given the land to Arkansas, and refuse 
it to Wiskonsan and lo Lowa, and to every territory 
whicb may be formed to the Rocky mountains and 


the inouth of the Columbia river? Thus you are to 
have the burden of the settlement of these terri- 
tories, of the extinction of all the Indian titles, and 
the expense of all the Indian wars, and then to snr- 
render to them every acre of that inheritance which 
the old states purchased with blood, when the claim- 
ants were unknown, when they were yet in the loins 
of their fathers. 

There are various other objeclions which lie as 
well against the general character of this amend- 
ient as against ils details, and which, to me, appear 
to be insuperable. | had intended to suggest a num- 
ber of them; but I fear it will be nnwise to attempt 
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tbe struggle. These lands wereto pay the revclution- 
ary debt, so that the colonies might come out of the 
great contest free from poveity and suflering. There 
was not one of the colonies bnt looked to this source 
for relief. Hear what Maryland has said. Listen 
to what New Jersey said when the articles ot con- 
federation were presented to her. She was not 
wanting in spirit or in love of liberty. She well 
kuew that she was to be the Flanders, the battle 
ground of the revolution; that her property must be 
wrecked in the storm; and though she might come 
ont victorious, and even rich in glory, she must 
be hopelessly poor in other respects. She therelore 


this, further than to call attention to one or two. 
On the question of price I havealready commented, 
in shawing how the states will be sitnated as to the 
profit they are to derive from the proposed arrange- 
ment. There is another feature in the plan to 
which I have already alluded under other aspects 
of the general subject. This compact, it is pro- 
vided, is to be irrevocable. The slates are to de- 
clare it perpetual, inviolable, now and forever, and 
the general government is to be equally bound. 
Now, are we grown so wise, in our day and genera- 
tion, as to be prepared to bind both the general and 
state governments, in a manner irrevocable, for all 
future time, no matter what nnknown events may 
arise hereafter? Gentlemen. to be sure, may flatter 
themselves that their intelligence can stretch its 
piercing ken through all time to come, and antiei- 
pate and provide tor every possible posture of af- 
fairs. Our fatbers, however, had not equal intelli- 
gence. Go back buta quarter of a century, and 
where do you find a single inan who ever looked at 
the condition of things that now exist? Yet they, 
lam inclined to suppose, were as wise as we. | 
ask those who are so very ready to enter into mutual 
obligations, which are to be irrevocable through all 
future titae, whether in peace or in war, whether 
in prosperity or the deepest distress, if they be- 
lieve that they are so wise as to be able to foresee 
all that will happen, and how snch an arrangement 
will certainly bear upon events nof yet present? li 
they tell me they are, then I bow to them as prophets 
indoed Irom above with knowledge and foresight 
such as does not fall to the ordinary lot of humanity. 
For my linmble self, who claim no such high prero- 
gative, I must object to that featnre of perpetnity. 
We are binding ourselves, blindfolded, without 
knowing what circnmstances will arise or what will 
be the futnre conduct of these states, in relation to 
the contract their representatives are now so ready 
to make. Ner can we anticipate what may be our 
own necessities. I object to entering into an irreva- 
cable bond of this description. Let us pass such 
laws in relation to this publie land that we may 
reach it when justice, policy, necessily may de- 
mand. Let us place the subject so that we, or 
those who follow us, can lay our hands upon it— 
so that we and they may look round, may see 


freely yielded to the justice of her demand. 


Justice was its higliest encominm. 


made her appeal to her sister colonies, demanding 
that, while others became possessed of imtaense 
wealth in these lands, and while her blood mingled 
with theirs, aud was ponred ont in streams on many 
a battle field fonght in the common cause, she should 
not be lelt alone in poverty and distress, while they 
were proud and powerful. Her appeal was listened 
to, and one of the grounds of the cessinn of these 
lands tothe United States was that very appeal. 
As one of her representatives on this floor, I have 
not forgotten enough of all 1 have heard from my 
elders of the sniferings she endured in those days, 
to be willing here to surrender what, in the crisis of 
her trial, she demanded as Aer due, and what was 
The 
whole of these lands were relieved by the revolu- 
tion trom the claims of the British crown, and they 
became the common property of this nation by what 
has here been called the **generons? surrender of 
Virginia and other states. I wonld rather cal] it 
their just surrender to the equal rights of an equal 
suffering and an eqnal triumph. J think I do more 
honor to Virginia and those other states in saying 
that they believed it to be just, than in putting the 
act on any other gionrd—of magnanimity, libera- 
lity, or self-denial. A generous act it was, but its 
The iand came 
into our possession as a common fond, for the com- 
mon use and benefit; and I stop not to inquire whe- 
ther the transaction was financial or otherwise. 
Disenss that point as you raay, it will come to this 
at last, that whether the cession was made on gronnds 
of fiuance alone, or with a view to what the history 
of our war required and justice demanded, and to 
sustain onr repnblican government, our civil liber- 
ties, and thereby to preserve the bope of human 
hberty, it will be found of little consequence. I 
care not. In every aspect, these lands became the 
common property ol the union for the common use 
and benefit of ali the states. It has always been so 
inanaged,and so regarded. During the early bis- 
tory ol the government, it was never looked at in 
any other light. Search onr history from beginning 
to end, and yeu will find that all this doctrine about 
surrendering it to a few of the states is a notion of 
very modern growth. It is not a quarter of a cen- 
tury old, and J think we are becoming wise a little 


what our condition is—inay measure all our duties | loo fust, and that we are taught these lessons of wis- 
and obligations, and then decide according to the| dom by states then unknown and unborn. The 
existing state of things a! the moment of our or their | men who compose them were infants in their mo- 
action. thers’ arms, or brothers and sons of those whom 

I object, again, to the want of power in this go- | they would now deprive of their inheritance. The 
vernment to enfarce the provisions of its own bar- | oldest of them had not learned to read when this 
gain, if this is to be the bargain. Look at the| Virginia grant was inade, who now stand here to 
filth clause of this amendment, and see how you are | teach us that the public domain ia no longer to be 
to enforce it. On the principles of this union and | regarded as common property, held for the common. 
under the powers granted you by the constitution, | use. I prefer to take lessons, on such a subjecti, hom 


you cannot do it. 

Aad here I may notice another item, thongh it is 
a small one, in the details of the scheme. T refer 
to the cession here proposed to the state of Tennes- 
see. I do not know enough of the circumstances of 
the case to judge for what reason thts direct grant is 
to be made to that one state. She is not here placed 
upon the same ground with other states, but stands 
as aD exception among them. There may be good 
reasons for this; bnt I atn, lor the present, incompe- 
tent to conceive on what just ground a provision 
like this can rest. 

But my chief ohjeclion to this amendment lies! 
at the foundation of it. It has regard to the basis | 
on which the whole rests. J oppose if as a cession 
of the property of this nation. What is that proper- 
ty? It ia an inheritance in land, wider in its extent 
than the widest limits of the Roman empire; an in- 
heritance alinost equal to those far spreading lands 
which British rapaeity and power have been able to 


those who were themselves in the struggle which 
purchased them, and formed the compact; of those 
who knew their rights, and were willing to deal 
equally and justly. They knew the grounds on 
which they proceeded; they prepared aud exhibited 
to the world the principles they held and I am in- 
clined to believe that they were at least as patrio- 
tie in their views and opinions as those who stand 
ina position where local inleresis and slate pride 
have their full operation on the conclusions of the 
mind. 

Bat the idea that we are, either by this cession or 
by pre-emption laws, to take away the inheritance 
of the old states, bas coupled with it another objec- 
tionable feature. The land betongs to all the states 
in fee simple. But suppose it did not, and that it 
had been purchased for the benefit of those who 
settle on it without pretence of law, I ask, how haa 
it been paid for? You will fied, when you look into 
the actual state of facta on that subject, (I do not 


obtain for her in this the height of her glory and | refer to the Indian way of estimating the value of 
dominion, Need I say that such an inheritance is} the land)—you will find that, reckoning the money 


valuable? How came you possessed of it? Where 
did you get it from, that you have the right to give 
it away? How did you get it, that you may deal 
withit asa bounty to one class of s/ates, and ex- 
clude another part [ram its possession? When those 
who represented the American colonies proclaimed 


paid for Lonisiana and Florida, together with the 
expenditures under the existing land system, 150 
millions of dollars have been paid out of the treasu- 
ry, while but 108 millions have as vet returned into 
it. The lands are debtor to the United States—to 
the old states—to tbe amount of 40 millions of dol- 


them to be independent of the British crown, they 
looked, one und all, to the crown lands as being suffi- 
cient eventually to relieve thea: under the burden ol 


lare. And yet we must uow surrender the whole; 
we must forget the blood whieh has been shed, ani 
all the suffcrings which were endured, to earn this 
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land, and give it away to all who choose to come 

and claim it. Is this just? Isit right? Take as 

an example the case of the state of Arkansas; and I 

take that state only because she furnishes a striking 

illustration of the nature of this measure. — Louisi- | 
ana cost us, in the first instance, and in the subse- | 
quent expenses of interest and otherwise, sotoe 23 

or 24 millions. Indeed, il the acconnt were accu- f 
rately stated, with the interest. its cost would| 
amount to little if any short of 30 willions. This 
money was paid lor the territory, without regaid to 
the public lands already bonght; and bought, too, 
at the most precious price ever paid in buman his- 
tory. Now, what is the state of this purchase? It 
is said by some that the lands in Arkansas—a part 
of this territory—are in value one-tourth part of the 
whole; but I suppose (hat estitaate is quite too low. 

[Mr. Sevier. Yes; it should have been one- 
halt. 

It y be so. Icare not. Put it at even one- 
fourth. The people of Massachusetts, New York, 
Delaware, Pennsylvania and New Jersey, paid their 
full proportion tor the whole. Say, for Arkansas 
some seven to ten millions of dollars. What then? 
They have reeeived baek, fron: sales of lands in 
Arkansas, only $3,110,000. And now, wbat do 
these, our good friends, so very motlestly tell us? 
It is true you have uot got back more than three 
millions of your ten, but you must give up the ba- 
lauce tous. I think they might, without pretence 
to much moderation, at least wait till all we have 
paid out is returned to our pockets before they ask 
us to give up to them the whole estate, 

This is a striking fact as to one state, but it ap- 
plies, in all its force, to many other portions of the 
western states, as well as to the lands of Louisiana. 
I have paid ten millions for a plantation; you go 
into possession of it; I get three millions of my 
money back, and you then say, give up the whole 
tome. lask again, is this just? But you answer, 
my pride, iny delicate sense of honor, forbids me to 
submit to you; I can't think of it. I ask, I de- 
mand, the surrender of the entire estate; and il you 
do not give up to ine now, in a very few years I 
shall be strong encugh and t will take it from you. 
Is it possible that we can consent to principles like 
these as the principles of a common union among 
independent states? I think not. I hope not. 

I have ealled the attention of the senate to the 
case of Iowa, Wiskonsan and Florida. What is 
Florida—tor which we paid five millions of dollars? 
Florida, as we all remember, knocked at your door 
but a year ago, pretty unfortunately, for adinission 
into the union. How taneh have you received froin 
Florida? Will any gentleman tell me? Yet you 
are here, by the principles of the bill and amend- 
ment, to give her all the land within her limits. If 
you are to give to one state or territory, you must 
give to all. There must not be a handsbreadth of 
difference inthe benelits you confer on the diferent 
territories and states ol'the contederacy. The large 
states, perhaps, may not feel satisfied to be treated 
ona level with the small ones; but I hope 1 shall 
not be thought absurd in maintaining that, as to all 
favors, the states and territories are to be placed on 
the same level. I can know no ilitference between 
them. I will never consent to treat some as higher, 
and others as lower. Whatever you grant to one 
you must grant to the others. On the principles in 
this amendment, the old states—worthless old bo- 
dies, I grant, but they wore throngh tlie struggle of 
the revolution—are to lose their rights in the coin- 
mon domain, that they may be given away to the 
young statessince born. Experience often teaches 
us that the young Irequently take pride, and are a 
little too apt to tread upon the heels of those who 
go before them. 

It is perfeetly apparent, as it seems to me, that 
this cession proposed by the senator irom South | 
Carolina (Mr. Catnoun) leads to the resulls I have | 
indicated, as absolutely inevitable, especially when 
connected with your pre-emption principles. You 
authorise citizens, virtuous, useful and patriotic, or | 
otherwise, or aliens, unknown to your constitution 
and laws, who may readily be collected by money 
and power lor dangerous purposes, to go upon your | 
territory, and 60,000 of them may demand to be 
placed on an equality with old. Virzinia, and Mas- 
sachusetts, and Conuecticut, and New Jersey; and 
when the demand, which you cannot deny, is grant- 
ed, they must possess the whole land, own it in their 
own right, pay you if they please, but, whether 
they do or not, enforce from you the defence of 
them and their lands, whether they keep any part 
of their hargain or not. My feelings rebel against 
every portion of the scheme. My judgment can 
lind no apology forit. It breaks up the very founda 
tions of our rights, and disorganizes the action of 
our system of government. 

I wish 1 could add the expenditures of the govern- 
ment for Indian wars, and the portions ol country 
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for whom they were made. It has been, however, 
for the people of the west—for these new states. 
But, say gentlemen, ought not those people to be 
proteeted? Unquestionably. When did the old 
states hesitate to furnish men and aris at the first 
note of western danger? Pressed down as those 
states say they are, let them at least remember tbat 
not one dollar of the amount has ever been expend- 
ed lor the protection of the territory of the old states. 
I beg them to remember also that, of this ainount 
for Indian wars, New Jersey and the other old states 
have paid tbeir full share. Has there been a hos- 
ule Indian on the soil of New Jersey? Was the 
money expended to save her citizens froi massacre? 
No, no; she paid her share on the principle that, 
when any portion of the union is endangered, mil- 
lions of stout hearts should be prepared to bleed, 
and twice the number of sturdy hands ready to 
strike in its defence, I affirm that there has not 
been an hour when the rights of our western bre- 
ihren were neglected, or a vote which forgot their 
elaims to our sympathy. And if money was paid 
at any time for the defences of the old states, they 
were equally tor the ultimate proteetion of the new, 
and paid in inch greater proportion by the old than 
the new states, 

On this point of general defence, the senator from 
Missouri (Mr. Linn) would apply the proceeds of 
these lands for the support and increase ot the navy, 
and seems to take merit from the idea that this is 
inost for our protection. And what interest have 
the states on the seabord in the augmentatiou and 
maintenance of a navy, which the western states 
have not in an equal, if not a greater, degree? IfI 
were called upon to say what part of the union is 
most interested in our gallant little navy, and in 
making it all that patriotism can demand that it 
should be, I would point to tlie valley of the Mis- 
sissippi; every portion of which can be reached in 
its vital interests by any naval power greater than 
our own. More interests depend on the outlet of 
western commerce at the month of the Mississippi 
than on any, | bad almost said all the ports of the 
Atlantic seabord. Hence the value of your Key 
West station and perhaps other stations which should 
years ago have been fortified and furnished for the 
protection and relief of the navy when engaged in 
the defence of that great western commercial empo- 
rium, the outlet of the wealth—the security of the 
interests of the great valley. 

I rejoice in the proposition, because it seems to 
be a waking np to their true interests in the west, 
after a long, long sleep I remember when, in 
another station, I urged, with a zeal whieh was re- 
garded as importunate, the increase of the navy,aud 
the proteetion of every interest on the borders or 
connected with the Gulf of Mexieo, I met dim eyes 
and heavy ears, and had for my reward, olten, too 
otten, the noes ol friends and the scorn and sneers of 
opponents. Times are changing. Our navy may 
now look to more of justice aud encouragement, — 
Our sGipes and stars, around which — whether in the 
breeze or the battl-—so many affections ot the pa- 
(riol’s heart cluster, and whieh, ia the calm and in 
the storm, when peace demanded only their coun- 
tenance, or war their power and vengeance, have 
steadily, and without ehange of course, borne on- 
ward the rights, the honor, the glory, nat of our 
laud only, but of liberty and free institntions—these 
stripes and these stars have ‘promise of good; let it 
come, let it come. 

Bul still, I may not, I cannot, adopt Ibis proposi- 
tion. The ocean should forever be our battle 
ground. Our soil should be untrodden by a foe- 
inan's foot. Our navy. tlie bulwarks of our defence 
which float upon the waves, should look for snste- 
nance and power to no one ol our separate and dis- 
linet resonrees. They have a right to demand 
them all, if all be necessary; and until they are so, 
I cannot agree, deeply as Í love them, to set apart 
a partienlar, separate fund, and especially this fund 
lo their support. Long and ardently as I have 
struggled for thein, 1 would not fet them—no, nor 
any other great and commanding interest—rest on 
one, and espeeially this one, of our sources for re- 
venne and expenditure. I would not consent to 
putthe maintenance of this arm of our defence, or 
Jeopard it, by resting on any one interest orresource 
in the republic. | would put i on the general Iren- 
aury; and I would demand for it what should cause 
the stars and stripes, its flag, to wave in that con- 
scious independence of which it is the emblem,— 
Why should we devote this specific revenue to that 
object? It was purchased by the states—by the re- 
volution accomplished by the states, It was devot- 
ed to them for their relief. They have paid the 
debt of the revolution a/mosf without its aid, but 
they liave a right to have the balance, the remain- 
der, to restore what they have expended, to weet 
their wants, to promote their prosperity. If they 
choose to surrender it, 1 cannot aid in that surren- 
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der, If New Jersey is prepared for it, she ought ti 
find some other agent to be her instrumentin thr 
sacrifice. 

"There is another point which I ought to suggest 
We have bought froin the Indians about four hun: 
dred and forty-two millions of acres; we bave paid 
about eighty-five millions of' dollars for them, ol 
which we have got back only about forty-five mil- 
lions. Yet we are to give up what we have pur- 
chased before our expenditure is returned.— 
Threughont this whole land scheme, I perceive thi 
one leading, one controlling idea. Although, as 
the representatives of the people of all the states, 
we are still ont of pocket; though we bave paid out 
enormous sums which have never been returned to 
hs, yet we are to surrender every acre we hold toa 
few of the states, who have paid very little of the 
whole amount. Twenty-six have purchased an es 
tate; nine, who have paid the smallest share, say, 
give the whole of it to us, on ourown terms. Wha 
right, I ask, have you to do any sueh thiug? Where 
is the principle of common union in such a demand? 

But we are told that those states have already 
paid enormous sums into the treasury; and the ar- 
gument is, that the balance should go to them, on} 
such terms as may bestsuitthem. How have these 
sums been paid? The lands within their limits, be- 
longing not to them, but to the nation, have been sold, 
and the money received bas come to the nation, as 
the proceeds of its own property. Those states 
have paid nothing but as parchasers—purchasers of 
lands which have made tbem rich, as their rapidly 
growing population and comfort abundantly prove. 
Are the sellers, under such circumstances, under 
heavy obligations to such purchasers for additiona 
acts of liberality? But who paid this money? Did 
the people of the new states? They had no people 
to purchase or pay. A part of the inhabitants of 
the old states, taking their resources from the old 
states, and making purchases, thus became citizens 
ofthe new. Thesurs paid into your treasury were 
paid by the old states—by their citizens—out of 
their means. Those who chose to desert them, to 
seek new homes and higher prosperity, ought not 
now to turn back to the ancient domicils of tbeir 
parentage and birth, and utter reproaches because 
thev are not permitted to take for nothing, or on 
their owu terms, all that remains vacant and uncul- 
tivated of the inheritance of those they lelt hehind, 
Look over this chamber. I believe ‘you will find 
some sixteen or eighteen senators who were born 
in the old states; some of them, perhaps, now with 
princely possessions; with an average, at least, of 
wealth beyond those who are here from the sea- 
bord. How came they here and thus? They left 
their relations, took their means, sought fame and 
prosperity, and found them in a country apt to fur- 
nish such results. But is it quite benevolent or 
Just for them or others, the partakers of a like des- 
tiny, to seek to deprive those they left behind, of 
their own blood, and, in a less enviable condition, 
of their share in ibe common inheritance? Let me 
suppose a case, and use the pronoun I. I have a 
brother. We inkerit a lew acres of worn-out land 
in a narrow state. We have also a common pro- 
perty in the west—a property from which we derive 
an income. I choose to remain and manage my 
share of the paternal estate, to let the incense still 
burn on the family altar, and ineet, as I may, the 
destiny of the family hearthstone. He chooses to 
part with his portion—take its proceeds, and adven- 
ture to our western property. He does so. And 
the moment he arrives an pays the required sum, 
to have a part set off to his exclusive use—he tells 
me that he has a right to my share also—that he is a 
pioneer—that he lias encountered the perils of the 
wilderness—that Ae has merits far beyond mine— 
that I must yield to him—and if I do not, he either 
has or soon will have (he strength to take what he 
elaims—and he will take that whieh is mine—mine 
by the sacrifice of revolutionary blool—tnine by the 
dearest price which luman nature can pay—inine 
by the compacts and covenants of the revolutionary 
hour, He may sneceed—but if he does, it is the 
trinmph of unticensed power over right and justice. 

But 1 deny the authority in another aspect. How 
do congress hold these lands? and what is your au- 
thority over them? We do not own these lands.— 
We only represent those who do. We are the frus- 
lees for their management. Can a trustee, at his 
pleasure, part with the trast fund, and pat it ont of 
bis hands, and either give it or contide its manage- 
ment to another? Are we any thing more or less 
than trustees? Congress, it is true, must, under the 
constitution, determine on the disposition of the land; 
but they do it in their relation toa trast fund.— 
Mave we any power to part with the fund? Where 
is such power given to ns? And where, too, is that 
other principle which is involved in the amendment 
—the power to appoint trustees of our own choice, 
under oursclves? In what court of equity, in what 
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rt of honor, in what heart, can such a doctrine 
ud its sanetiun? You bave been appointed a tius- 
e, and, without any authority ftom yonr princi- 
al, you are to band over your trust to another.— 
uch an act wonld be denounced in every court as 
violation both of honesty and honor. 
Disputants may debate about terms and expres- 
ons. They may reason about the effects of changes 
om the old conlederation and the old coogress, ta 
e new and existing government. But are we not, 
7 these changes, which have been made by thase 
ir whom the trust is held, put in tbe place and stead 
‘those who first received the trust! Does not this 
»vernment represent, aud by their will and their 
ymmand, those in whom they first confided? Is it 
ot, with a mere change of form and name, the same 
ustee? Do not all the ariginal responsibilities and 
ities rest upon us, in all their force? And can 
eavoid them, without quibbles, unworthy of an 
ivocate, in the humblest tribunal? No, Mr. Pre. 
dent, we stand here, in possession of the trust pre- 
rly, bound to execute it—to execute it faithfully, 
cording to the original purposes to which it was 
‘voted. There is not an honest and intelligent 
iancery on earth, which, if it could reach us; 
uld not compel us to discharge our duty. 
But it may be asked, how, then, are you to divide 
ddistribute that fund? I shall not'enter at this 
»ment into a discussion of that part of the subject, 
t will remark that the persons among whom we 
pose to divide the inberitance are the very per- 
ns from whom we have received the trust, who 
rU and are competent fo decide lor themselves on 
pir interests. They are competent to receive it. 
ley are the owners; we are trustees. If they say 
us, keep the title, but divide the proceeds among 
sand we obey their mandate, is there any viola- 
n of justice or law in such a division? It is the 
ly mode by which we can effect the just applica 
u ofa common fund, Graduation and pre-emp- 
n apply the fund only to a few of the awners— 
equally among them all. But when you distri- 
te the proceeds you can do exact and equa! jns- 
e to all and to every part ot the union. I can see 
thing either in the law or in the terms of the con- 
et, or the principle of justice, which forbids me 
adopt the measure. So far from it, I think I see 
it the only and last hope of those who made the 
rchase to receive one dollar of their money. If 
u will not agree to distribute the proceeds, they 
ist buy their account to lose the whole. What 
ecan New Jersey, or Connecticut, or Rhode 1s- 
d entertain of receiving any return for the mil- 
ns they have paid, and all the labor they have 
‘towed to earn this rich inheritance? None; none. 
d if you go on with your pre-emption bills, and 
ar graduation bills, and your cession bills, titl 
have parted with the last aere ont of your pos- 
sion, then will have heen accomplished before 
civilized world a grand exhibition of the justice 
republican communities. Alter the country has 
ted in an arduous and agonizing struggle for 
ional independence, and poured out its blood 
? water, and secured for those to come alter thein 
ch inheritance of [ree principles and social hap- 
ess, one of ihe great prizes which they won is 
zed and ravished irom the possession of those 
o gained it, and who suffered for ìt. Is this your 
ublican justice? 
But we are told that this damain is a subject of 
stant difficulty in the transaetion of our public 
iness—that it is a prize to be fought for—a stake 
which political gamblers will always be con- 
Ming—and that, if we would have any peace, it 
t be removed from our control. That these 
ts will always be held out as a bribe by the ain- 
ous wherewith to obtain power; that we do not 
sess sufficient firmness and virtue to resist; and 
t such a bid will be made for votes, throngh the 
mise ol this vast territory, as must disturb all the 
ire regular action of the government. It may 
So. ButI think that, if there have been bids 
le, the bids of the senator froin South Caroliua 
r. C.) far outstrips the whole of themn—and I 
e no future dealer in the coininodity will be able 
qualhim. Butisitso? That congress cannot 
form its regular legislative duty on aecount of 
immense prize which the public domain holds 
to ambitious men and to parties within its halls? 
n reluctant to believe it. But if it be true, by 
m is the bribe offered? and on whom does it act? 
must be otlered by the new states, or by those 
b court their (avor. They have the lands within 
t limits. Their politicans can make bids, but 
ie [rom the old states cannot so well do it, with- 
the desperate hazard which ambition is, some- 
2s, Mad enough to encounter. 
Vhen 1 bear gentlemen say that there is a poli- 
| game to be played by means of the public 
8, what am [ tounderstand but that the new 
'S hold a great prize, and that they can offer it 


to unchastened ambition, if it gratify their wishes. | to accord very 


A political garne? Where? Where does it op rate? 
Not, surely, on the great mass al the people of this 
country. Ida not believe the public lauds, if they 
were worth ten times as much, could bribe the 
American people to give theirsuilrages in any quar- 
ler which their judgments and their hearts do not 
approve. One thing I know, that no aspirant for 
power or place can purchase the votes of New Jer- 
sey at any such priee, How it may be with others, 
l can only judge by what I see of the virtue and 
consistency of those who represent them—and by 
their conduct. 

In connexion with this idea of our corruptibility, 
by means of the public lands, it occurs to me that 
another suggestion is worthy of some notice. It 
comes, however, fron a different quarter, and is sub- 
jeet to another construction. Tt is this, that our 
political affairs have been matter of stock speculation 
on the ezchunge of London. The interence—il any 
inference is intended to be drawn—must be, that 
London stock-jobbers and London capitalists have 
some connexion with the party opposed to the ex- 
isting administration, and have had some influence 
in the recent election, and must have some in ils 
future results and effects. And the adiainistration 
—the exeeutive—by its ucknowledged oRGAN, an- 
nonnces such to be their true opinion; an organ on 
which it seems mare to rely thai on any and all 
other means and instruments of defenee—pride 
themselves as these means and instruments inay.— 
Now, to me, this is a inarvellous idea; suited, in- 
deed, to the sense of right and wrong of any editor, 
sold, soul and bndy, to his party; but reekless of 
every Consequence save one—success. But, when 
ofiered on this floor, it should be sustained by evi- 
dence, which might at least afford an apology [or 
asserting a fact which, if true, inflicts unending de- 
gradation upon our country. So far as relaíes to 
the late election, I have said that I vould not, here, 
and on this cceasion, discuss it. 
that, at other limes and other places, I was not slow, 
however inexpert, to seize and wield the Weapons 
of political strife. But other matters claim our a't- 
fention—íar higher, both to my own state and the 
union, than the temporary possession of executive 
power, or the triumphs of the bour to a party. But 
the character of the country, the virtue and inte- 
grity of our widespread people, require that sug- 
gestions, coming with the pomp of authority and 
the confidence of influence, and which must, how- 
ever they may be intended, affect the luture action 
of the nation, should demand at least an inquiry as 
to the foundation on whieh they rest. 

I ask then for the evidence. What is it? So far 
as yet developed, a banking house in London bas 
written a letter, and artietes in newspapers and re- 
views, and perhaps some books, fiave been publish- 
edin London. When, and in what case, bas il been 
established that this was the proper evidence by 
which to try the charaeter of our parties, or the 
character and motives of our people? Since when 
have opinions, emanating trom that source, been so 
much in favor as to be considered conclusive an suet 
a point? Sir, we are changing rapidly; banks and 


I have proved | 


banking houses abroad are now regarded as good 
guides in estimating the character of our parties 
and people. 

But who is this banking-honse? What opinions 
have they expressed? What gives to their opinions 
such weight? How were they induced to say any 
thing on such a subject? I understand them to be 
an ordinary banking-honse in London, (Huth & 
Co.)—dealers in stocks and mouey—-one of the 
firm being for the time a director in the Bank of 
England. They have no peculiar knowledge of us, 
nor connexion with us; noreapacity to judge of us 
or of our interests, characters, or motives, I donot 
koow that they have the slightest connexion in 
feeling or interest with the whig party—though it 
wonld seein that they have witha portion, and that 
not an unimportant one. of the supporters of the 
present administration. What induced them to give 
an opinion? The state of Missouri choose to issue 
eertain stock, or obligations, which rested upon the 
respoosibility of that state, and by whieh money 
was to be raised to be used in the state. She choose 
to send, or to permit tn be sent, some of this stock 
—this state security—to London to pass it off and 
get the money which was needed. Her agent, I 
presume, sought the company, and not the compa- 
ny him, and the company was induced to manage 
the securities for the state, and sell them or other- 
Wise proeure the money. In all this what had the 
whig party or the majority of the people io do?— 
They surely did not control Missouri while the se- 
nator was so commanding in his influence. They 
did not send the securities to London. They did 
not select the agent there. And if that agent—the 


agent of an administration state and administration 
loterests, has expressed opinions, it does not seem 


well with fairness 

Duni us or the pecplé of the county by them. dr 
would be as fair and as just to receive as binding 
tbe allegations and opinions oi the representative 
of that state, her senator here, as conclusive. I 
should hardly be willing to place tbe evidenee of 
the agent in London above that of the seleeted re- 
presentalive of the state in Washington. The lat- 
ter holds a lar more commanding position. But 
what opinion do Huth & Co. express that ifs evi- 
dence is to be so eoutrolling? It seems to me, in 
substance, ta be nothing more than this: that state 
Seeurities, ard those of Missouri among thera, cən- 
not be sold in the present condition ot things; and 
that those who wish ta invest theìr money in them 
are not willing to do so because they are tearful of 
the opintons, and principles, and conduct whieh pre- 
vail, and which are tobe anticipated from the party 
in power in this country; but that they would be 
somewhat relieved, and mare willing to buy, if the 
opposition shouid sueceed. Now, if this opinion 
be ever so absurd and monstrous, I beg that we 
may not be saddled with it; that, if rebuke is to be 
given, it be applied by that state to this unworthy 
agent, and that he be taught by his principals more 
justice and good sense, and eourtesy towards them, 
It may be a difficult task for hiin to alter his con- 
victions. He buys and sells, not for himself, but for 
those who desire to make sure and permanent iuvent- 
ments. He does not buy to hold, but for sale tn 
others. The London brokers and banking houses 
are but the agencies though which the retired ani 
quiet holder af money makes his investments. And 
if be will not buy they cannot. sell. Aud could he 
or they buy with satety? Was there not justice in 
the apinion expressed?—proper grounds on which 
any man would hesitate to hazard his property. — 
Have not the general government and adininistra- 
lion party said and done enougb to make a prudent 
man pause? Recolleet the course of one state, and 
her want af punetuality in paying the interest; the 
avowed principles of the executive of another state; 
the doctrines promulgated in so many quarters of 
influence; and, worse if possible than all, the volun- 
teer, unnecessary resolntions of this body about as- 
suming state debts. If yoa had money to lend, 
would yon lend itto those who avowed such prin- 
ciples? Would you nat preferto lend it to those 
who entertained different prineiples, and acknow- 
ledged the unchanging obligation of their bonds, in 
whosever hands they might be found? 

But enough of this. Í ought not to reason on 
such a question or the floor of. this body. Befoie 
the representatives of what are proudly called so- 
vercign states, sliall it be said or insinuated, with- 
ont rebuke, that the people of those states have been 
influenced in their highest act of sovereignty by 
tie exchange of London? Is there money encugh 
in London and Paris, in Holland, or the combined 
wealth of Europe, to bribe the voters who deeided 
the recent eleetion—to govern theirsuffrages, when 
great principles of goveroment and civil liberty are 
to be discussed aod decided? Then have I miscal- 
culated the virtue of my Countryinen. 

Butil the gold of British bankers did operate 
with such a deadly and resistless power, it inust 
have been somewhere, and can he pointed out. I 
ask where? In what state of the nnion? Was it in 
Indiana? or Ohio? or Delaware? or Vermont? or Mas- 
sachusetts? or Connecticut? or Rhode Island? or 
Geo gia? or New Jersey? or was it in Missouri? or 
whieh of the states was brought to its vote by in- 
fluence froin the Landon exchange? Let us have 
Some specification. And if no single state be nam- 
ed, then I put it to senators, and ask them, one by 
one, to say whether it was their state that was 
“bought up by foreign capitalists?” Was it in your 
state? or ycurs? or yours? No; no stock-jobbing 
corobinafions could ever aeeomplish a political re- 
volution snch as has changed the face of ihis entire 
land. I have no belief in any such degrading of 
persons or toy country. I plant myself upon the 
intelligence, the honor, the virtue, of the Ainerican 
people, and T believe them far above the reach of 
any sueh influences. 

I do not believe the proposed scheme as lo the 
lands will operate at all to renove from our delibe- 
rations here the struggle of party opinions. If 
things have reached that point, or if we are servile 
and money bought, we had better, at once, give u 
the republic to the spoiler. Itis not worth strug- 
gling for, ifit have become already So corrupt as such 
arguments assume. Let each senator apply thein 
lo his own state, and if he think then merited, let 
him be content. But as applied to me and to mine, 
I repel them with indignation. 

I have now eoncluded what I liave to say 
gard to the amendment of the senator from 3. 
lina. 

The amendment proposed by the honorable se- 
nator from Kentucky, (Mr. CRITTENDEN), comes 


and justice, to 


in re- 
Caro- 
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next. 
nions in regard to that. But I now repeat the ex- 
pression of my hearty concurrence 1n à part of his 
amendment. | have said that I might be induced 
to go both for pre-emption and graduation, provid- 
ed they are consected with distribution, but I must 
have distribution; and even then the graduation and 
the pre-emption must be carefully guarded. I am 
not satisfied with his proposition in this respect. 
Itgives too much land. Ir the pre-emption be, 
indeed, intended for the poor man, half the amount 
he proposes to allow is amply sofficient. I goon 
the presumption that the fact in this respect is as it 
js presumed to be by the law. Nor am } satisfied 
with a limitation of ‘the pre-emplive right to per- 
sons not warth a thousand dollars. 1 am willing 
that the poor man should possess a roof and a hearth- 
stone that he may call bis own, especially such as 
have had to struggle with adversity, but I go on the 
ground that there should be no distinction as to pro- 
perty in any of our legislation. It should he the 
act of the man, and not his property, that should 
form the ground of distinction. Give a privilege 
to-day beeause a citizen is not. worth one thousand, 
and to-morrow yoo may and will make it ten, and 
the next day twenty—or you may, which is more 
probuble, reverse it, and deny a privilege because 
he is too poor. Equal laws—eqnal privileges un- 
der the laws, and equal rights, tor rich and poor— 
for poverty and wealth—even lor profligate idleness 
and thriving industry—are the principles of our 
system—the theory of our institulions—the broad 
and immovable basis of the religion we profess and 
the liberty we would cultivate. I am not willing 
to depart from it for any temporary expediency—or 
any ingenious theory. If it be right to give the 
sefiler on the public lands a preference in the pur- 
chase, let him have it without counting the number 
of dollars in his pocket—without telling him your 
poverty justifies your nation’s charity, oris the rea- 
son of your nation’s justice. Tempt not your citi- 
zens to make pretence of poverty that they may 
acquire, by gift, either privileges or wealth. It is 
not a fit principle to guide our legislation. And yet, 
Mr. President, E must vote lor this amendinent of 
my friend, (Mr. RITTEDEN), (rom Kentucky, be- 
cause his proposition contains two objects: the dis- 
tribntion of the proceeds among the states and. this 
modified pre-emption—and, by the rules of the se- 
nate, 1 cannot have them divided. I will take both, 
for the present, in preference to the bill of the com- 
mittee, or the amendment of the senator from South 
Carolina, (Mr. CALHOUN), and will endeavor iu 
the final action, to separate them, and establish 
what better suits my views on this point. 

Having subinitted my views of the amendments, I 
have reached the bill ot the cominittee, and in what 
1 have to offer iu regard to it, I hope to be brief. Its 
particular provisions have alrear'y been examined 
by several senators, and it is therefore the less neces- 
sary that I should dwell upon them. I could not 
make them more clear than they were made by the 
senator from Connecticut on my leit, (Mr. HUNT- 
INGTON), whose argument I hold to be unanswera- 
ble. I yield to it my assent, and need not, and shall 
not, attempt to repeat it, R 

To the simple principle of pre-emption, as such, 
and connected with no trespass on the rights of the 
country, I have no great objection, 1 can, at least, 
content myself to submit to it if it be properly re- 
gulated. But here is a bill, calling itself a pre- 
emption bill, which holds out a thousand millions of 
aeres of land asa lnre-to tempt all. people on the 
face ol this wide world to come aud seize it. It is 
a bill without liioit in point of time, and almost as 
illimitable in point of territory —wholly without re- 
striction as to color, race or country. The Altrican, 
the Indian, the Hindon, the Austrian, the Russian, 
the Spaniard, the Frenehman, the Englisman, all 
are alike invited to come aud take a po.tion of our 
soil and at once become American citizens, and re- 
ceive a title to land which can never be recalled. 
Nay, we are so anxious to give away these lands 
that we olfer them to infants of the age of eighteen, 
who cannot make a contract, under our laws, but 
whoin we propose to free froin the iron control of 
parental authority. When we purchased the largest 

- portion of this same territory, and were bound by 
tolemm treaty, our supreine law, to recognise and 
protect the nghts of the mbhabitants, we refused all 
claims to titles unless the claimants was, when the 
right was acquired, the head ol a lamily, or twenty- 
one years of age, 3 Laws, 652. Our Jiberality 
grows apace, in our zeal for pre-emptions—our 
justice is not so rapid in its motions, We are quite 
ready to admit lor the whole race of man what we 
denied to those in whose lavor the obligations of 
tight aud mercy were presented, Who makes this 
grant? Who issues this irievocahle proclamation? 
The government? [ would suggest to you, sir, 
it il be not, at least, a pluusille idea, that, when 


] have already expressed some of my opi- |the government thus grants land to an individual, 

and he takes possession of it, ihe very act does 
not make him a citizen, and no subsequent escheat 
can interrupt his possession. 
to discuss this point. 
all the prineiples of all the the laws in regard to 
the public Iaods which this government has ever 
passed. 
mocracy," who is quoted by some gentlemen much 
as the ancients quoted the responses of their ora- 
cles, was in the presidential chair, a bill was passed 
directing the exeentive to carry the laws for the 
protection of the lands of the Indian and national 
domain into effect; and, if the settlers relused to 
submit, to use the force of the government in re- 
moving then. 
present bill founded? I know that it was ninputed 
to that apostolic chief magistrate, as tie has been ir- 
reverently called, that when he urged the passage 
and gave his assent to the law, le had his eye on 


But I do not stop 
This bill is in violation of 


In 1807, when the ‘great apostle of de- 


On what principle of that act is the 


the budture at New Orleuns, and wished a pretext 
for removing the claimant; but that T did not be- 
lieve. I was one ol his admirers, and was satisfied 
that the law originated in a eonviction, on the part 
ot congress, and on his part, also, that the public 
domain of the United States was not to be tram- 
pled upon and plundered. Subsequently aod under 
peculiar circumstances, the inhabitants of Lower 
Louisiana, and also of Kahokia, Kaskaskia, and 
one or two other settlements, were granted pre- 
emption rights to the lands they held. On what 
zrounds? Those in Lower Louisiana had taken 
possession of their lands in virtue of grants and pub- 
lic documents from tie government which had rul- 
ed them, but, owing to some defects of title, they 
were unable to enforce their right. The country 
passed into our hands and became subjeet to. our 
government. These people were not pre-emption- 
ers in any sense now given to the term. They had 
not rashed upon their lands without pretence or 
color ol title. They settled in good faitb, thinking 
they had a valid title to the lands they ocenpy. So 
in relation to the Kaskaskia settlers. They were 
the subjects of a foreign government, and had been 
upon their lands for along course of years. They 
had improved their possessions, accumulated aronud 
them the comforts of life, and (he government re- 
solved that it would not disturb them. This was 
just and right; but these people had not gone upon 
land in violation of law, and taken possession of 1t 
by building u log cabin, or planting a potatoe patch. 
All our other pre-emption laws were influenced by 
considerations which operate on the jndgment aud 
justice of a government. In all your laws, you have 
said that, up toa given day, and under certain spe- 
cified circumstances, settlers who had possessed 
themselves of your land shonld be protected, and 
hold at the prices for which you were willing to 
sell it, But what do you say here? Come one, 
come all. Come from the four corners of the earth 
and with the four winds of heaven, settle on our 
publie domain, and take a quarter section of land to 
the reward of yoor merit. But this is not all. [t 
eight or ten seize, together, npon one quarter sec- 
tion, they may spread themselves over all the ad- 
joining land, till they have each got a quarter sec- 
tion. You send forth a proclamation to the house- 
less, the homeless, the unprincipled of the world, 
and throw open to them all the public land of all 
the states of this union. While I speak thus, 1 
must not be considered, and will not submit to be 
represented, as saying harsh and unkiud things ol 
those who arecalled pre-emptioners, I have burdens 
enough to bear without this addition of false and 
groundless accusations. [ admit these settlers to 
be as upright, correct and virtuous, in regard to 
other matters as their fellow citizens, though [ do 
not think them right in thus seizing the property of 
others. I am ready to concede to them equal merit 
with others, save in this—tliey have, heretofore, 
violated the laws of their country, and yon now 
offer to bribe all the inbabitants-of the world to 
imitate them, But while I will do them the ainplest 
justice, I cannot consent to sit here and hear it said 
that they are men of more perseverance, industry, 
enterprise, virtue and patriotism, than those whom 
they left behind them in the old states, or that the 
negro of Africa, the lazaroni of Naples, and the 
serf of Russia, have such merits, and may be re- 
warded at onr expense, I am not willing to hear 
these perpetual contrasts between the people of the 
old and the new states. It is constantly rang in 
nur ears that pre-einptioners are men of great in- 
telligence and enterprise—qnite the guardians of 
the country. Ladeed! Where did they get their 
intelligence? And if of more virtue, where did they 
aeqhite it? Of more devotion to their country—on 
what theatre did they learn this extra ultra patriot- 
is? That they understand the prineiples of civil 
liberty better—where did they get their knowledge? 
Who aie they? They are either foreigners, coming 


" 4 
here fiom lands of despotism, or they are descende 
ants of the men of the revolution. If they come} 
from abroad, why shall I admit their superiority 
over men born amidst the blessings, and imbu 
from their eradles, with the love of civil libeity? 
admit no such thing. 
ants of the men of the revolution, how came t 
by such exclusive and peculiar virtue? No, when | 
admit their equality with others, I admit every 
thing which can be justly demanded. 

I am not prepared to acknowledge that these 
llers, either past or future, are men of such 
eminent excellence that I am bound to submit 
wrong perpetrated on me and mine in order 
ward them. 
right have the people of Illinois over the peopl 
Delaware or New Jersey which anthorises u 
say to them—you have so much merit, that we 
take the property of the people of those states at 


states stand all on one common platform, and m 
provisions which shall apply equally to them al 


fore political power must be on that side of 
mountains. 


But if they are the desce 
Above 


to 
I do not admire such contrasts. WI 


give it to you? F hold it better and more just to à 
upon the principle that the people of the seve 


There is another idea which bas been advan 
here, to which I can never yield assent. It is, f 
we are, now, at that point in the bistory of tli 
lands where we enjoy, for the last time, the opp 
tunity of acting on them freed from compul 
and if they are not now ceded, they will very si 
be seized. I have said that this was not an ar 
ment properly addressed to the judgment: but wh 
kind of argument is it to the feedings of an eq 
and honorable man? To equal sovereign sta 
Gentleinen say, in substance, **we shall soon ] 
sess the balance of power in the valley of the I 
sissippi, and then we can vote you down, and,t 
we will have the land with your consent or with 
it.” If this were true, what sort of argument 
to address to me, as an independent senator, sta 
ing here in the discharge ol my duty to my sfi 
I do not believe it to be true. I am not at all ala 
ed by the threat. Inthe first place, they will 
have the balance or power in the valley of 
Mississippi, but, if they should, they will find 
this point, a divided empire. I donot admit 
because they toay have a majority of numbers, t 


There are many other things 
zo to make up political power besides mere 
bers. And among them, for] cannot pause f 
foll enumeration, are there not the advantages 
influence of commerce and the means of proteel 
that commerce? The connexion and ready il 
course with other nations whe control the inte 
of the civilized worll? Fifty millions ol freet 
may live and prosperin the great valley bet 
the Alleghany and Rocky mountaius; but if | 
do, they will not form an exclusive Chinese em 
but will seek avenues to and connexion with tho}: 
who can unite with them in promoting their inf 
rests. Have not the lastnesses of their bar 
mountains been already broken open, their ravinj 
made streams for transportation, their frosty sui 
mits iron passways for the farmer, the miner, fi 
manufactorer to traverse with the products of 
labor to the marts where that labor may best fin 
recompense? They will not rely on the montl 
the Mississippi alone, but on every bay, streama 
harbor of the Atlantic coast. 

In my opinion, if this union lasts, no man 
ever see the centre of power a hundred miles w 
of Pittsburg. I say to these aspiring states, 
cannot get the political power of this country. 
if you do, it is an unfounded idea that all the 
ings of the people of the valley of the Mississip 
must be tributary to sueh notions in regard to 
publie lands. Where is Ohio now? Where 
Indiana shortly be, when there comes to be a 
state beyond Missonri? Even now, Ludiara, by 
legislature and her senators, refuses to aceept j 
bribe of the publie lands. And thus you will g 
and find that as fast as new empires rise in the 
treme west, just so rapidly will other states 
new, be passing over into the condition and acc 
ing the interests and feelings of old states. 1 
threats about seizing the public lands, because y. 
will have the balance of power, if addressed ta 
as a persuasion to eede them to you now, I valf 
as nothing. [do not believe that your powe 
get possession of those lands will ever be gm 
than it ts at this moment. Hour by hour, as M 
souri, and Arkansas, and Michigan, aud Wisknn 
and Iowa become settled, so also, hour by h 
will other states wheel into line, and stand wi 
on the great question of the publie domain. 

When I bear gentlemen proelaiming to us,t 
tening tones, that this question must be settled 
they will soon get the power, and then they 
do, not what they suppose to be wrong, but 
I do, it gives ine no alarm. Do they remind | 
that Wiskonsan will soon he a state, and will u 
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weight to their side of the valance? I look at Ohio, 
and remember that she is at aur end. of the beam. 
Do they threaten me with Iowa? I look at Indiana. 
Do they point to the far west? I point them to the 
whole slope on this side the Mississippi. At every 
hour they must lose more than they gain. Iam 
therefore unconcerned on {his point of force. But 
suppose they were able to put their threats in exe- 
cution, I hold the rizht of the old states to the 
public lands to be unquestioned and unquestiona- 
bles and if asked to surrender that whole domain, 
I say “come and take it.” If I must surrender it, 
I bad rather surrender it to the pressure of your 
power, than tamely give it up under alarm at your 
threats. 

I have but a ward fo say as to the idea that this 
government does not possess the power to enforce 
its own laws, to protect its own property, to per- 
form its duty as trustee. It may be so; but is it 
wise to proclaim. 1n the ears of a listening world, 
that our boasted institutions, and this our American 
union, rest on such principles that we are incapable 
of protecting our own adinitted property? I know, 
indeed, too well, thata spirit of resistance to law 
has risen, within a few yeats, far beyond the point 
it had ever attained. The bistortan, if faithful, 
will trace it to the last twelve years of our annals. 
I know tbat there are inen who are for taking all 
power and judgment into their own bands, and 
who suppose that under the influence of passion 
and interest, they can decide better and more wise- 
ly than our Judicial tribunals, and have higher au- 
thority than the laws of the land. But I trust the 
hour has not yet come forannouncing that, in Ame- 
rica, the government and the laws are mol strong 
enough to enforce the rights of the nation againsi in- 
dividuals. l hope it is not so. I would ask sena- 
tors from those states, and I wish them to answer 
the question, not to me, but to themselves, would you 
prevent our own citizens from going to settle on such 
portions of this land as now belong to your states? 
Are your state governments so weak, so broken 
down, that they cannot prevent this? Where your 
states bave had large tracts given them, for works 
of internal improvement, or for other objects, do 
you protect your own land or da you not? And it 
you do, is it right to come here and say to ns, “we, 
the state governments, are abundantly stroug to 
protect our lands, but you, the government of the 
union, are utterly powerless to protect yours?" It 
js demanded of us that we shall pass pre-emption 
laws as an act of justice to the new states. These 
states hold large tracts of land, which are their own; 
will their senators be good enough to show me the 
pre-emption laws they have passed? Or do they 
think it is well enough to urge this policy upon us, 
while they repudiate it themselves? How much 
stronger would their argument be, if they could say, 
«this thing is right in principle, and you see we 
practise it in our own casei” But is itso? Ifa 
pre-emption law which is to affect my land is a good 
thing, why would it not be as good if it atfected 
theirs? E 

I bave one more objection to urge. I feel strong 
repuguance to that feature which calls men of 
all nations to come and take a part of our public 
domain. The invitatiou is too broad. No matter 
what clime a man may inhabit; no matter what 
hue a southern sun may have burnt upon his fea- 
tures, if he is in the torm of man, he is invited. 
And it is now claimed fer the states that they may 
make him a citizen at what time and on what terms 
they please. Ihave not read in the history of our 
revolutionary struggle, in the articles of the con- 
federation, or in the federal constitution, any thing 
which holds out to foreigners a bribe to come, nor 
justifies the states in making them our fellow citi- 
zeng at their pleasure. These doctrines are new, 
but they fit each other, aud, united, lead to conse- 
quences which demand that we pause and reflect. 
Why hold out such otfers? Do we need an army of 
foreigners to come among us because we are inca- 
pable of managing our own affairs? or because they 
are inen of better political and moral principles? or 
that they may protect us? I repeat here what I 
said as to pre-emptions. | will not be thrown into 
the position of one who is an opponent of foreign- 
ers. None of the miserable slang on that subject 
cao apply toany portion of my life. The question 
here is not as to the terms on which we shail admit 
them, but as to tle wisdom of thus inviting them, 
and to the power to admit them as citizens. It is 
not whether they shall pass through a probation of 
five years or of ten years, or whether a simple oath 
of allegiance alone shall place them in the posses- 
sion of the privileges and ander the obligations of 
citizenship. But who has aright to say what the 
terms of admission shall be? You invite them to 
take your land in [llinois; can Illinois, as soon as 
they get pnssession, say they shall have the right of 
suffrage—be citizens of that state and thus, by force 


of the constitution, entitled to all the privileges of 
citizens in another state? A Swede or an Airican, 
who was never a slave in this country or elsewhere, 
who has been freed, accepts your invitation—takes 
your offered quarter section—can that state make 
him a citizen of the union? 1s this power ol creating 
the citizen lodged in the states ur 1n the union? 

The question is not answered or affected by an 
amendinent which was offered to that bill, that if 
the foreigner declared, under oath, his intention to 
make the land his home, he might be a pre-emp- 
tioner. It respects not the mere oath of intention 
or allegiance. Itrises higher. Can the stales make 
a citizen of theunion? It was not so when we were 
colonies. Then power was in the British crown. 
The parliament might say who should be adinitted 
to citizenship in England; but even pailiament itself 
could not declare thata Frenchman should be a 
citizen of one of the British colonies. The crown 
was then the depository of that power. And let 
me remark that there are few, if any, of the great 
prioeiples of American liberty which are not nlti- 
mately funded on the prerogative of the Biitish 
crown, as in oppression to the powers of the British 
parliament. The king prescribed to us who should 
be admltted as our fellow colonists. We gave up 
that power to the confederation. Before that, each 
state was Independent of every otherin this respect. 
Bot the confederation was to control the exercise 
of this power lest one colony or state should, by 
admitting whom it pleased, be able virtually to say 
to another colony or state who shouls be its citi- 
zens. ‘The power given in the confederatinn over 
the subject of naturalization was intended to recon- 
eile the conflicting action of the states. Some re- 
ceived citizens in one way—others in another. 
The power conferred in the confederation may be 
found in 1 Laws, 14, article 4. The reason for giv- 
ing it and the difficulties which arose under it are 
explained by Mr. Madison in the Federalist. I 
need uot detain tlie senate by reading them. 

Then came the federal constitution which creat- 
ed the union; and what does it teach? Its first 
words are, “we the people of the United States.” 
Who were they? They were the citizens of the 
United States. The honorable senator from S. Ca- 
rolina said he wonld like to hear a detinition of what 
acitizen is. J have no skill at definitions, but I 
think I can describe who are and who are not citi- 
zens. At the time the eonstitution was adopted, 
the PEOPLE of the slales formed it. The mere 
holding of land did not constitute a inan a citizen, 
or one of the people of the states. A state may, 
if she pleases, allow an alien to take land, and hold 
and transmit it by her laws, and yet he may not be 
a citizen of the state or of the United States. We 
must go beyond that. The moment you allow a 
man the power to vote, the moment you give liim 
power to vote in the pohtical government, you make 
bim a citizen—one ot the people. We need not go 
back to Rome ou this matter. The man who pos- 
sesses political power; united fo the common rights 
of person and property, is your citizen. He must 
owe his allegiance here, be subject to all duties, 
possess all rights, or he cannot be a citizen with us. 
The language, “we the people uf the United 
States," meant such, and uone others. They form- 
ed their government for themselves—not for Eng- 
lishmen or Frenchmen—but for themselves alone, 
and such as they chose to adinit, upon terms which 
they shonid, in their joint capacity prescribe. The 
power to prescribe these they could not leave to 
the states. Would you have Maryland say to New 
Jersey, you shall reeeive this man because I have 
made him a citizen? There was therefore a ne- 
cessity of some common role, and the authority to 
prescribe it must be placed somewhere, and it 
could be placed uowbere but in the common coun- 
cils; and accordingly the constitution declared that 
congress should have the power “to establish a uni- 
forin rule of naturalization.” 
and yet leave the power to the states? Naturaliza- 
tion is the investing of an alien with the rights 
and privileges of one who is native born. That 
ia the whole idea. When, theretore, the constitu- 
tion says that congress shall have power to estab- 
lish a uniform rule of naturalization, it means this, 
and this only: congress shall prescribe the terms on 
which a foreigner, an alien, shall be admitted to 
the rights of a native—he one of “we the people.” 
Can there be a uniform role unless it is prescribed 
by some common eential power, and by that alone? 
There obviously cannot. The very object to be 
attained’ requires that the power should be vested 
exclusively in one bady, in the federal government. 

I hold, therefore, the coustitution of Illinois and 
so much of the constitution of Michigan as under- 
takes to admit foreigners to citizenship to be null 
and voil—a violation of the compact. We entered 
into the union on vertain terms and conditions re- 
lative to representation, taxation, and other mat- 


Could it be uniform, | 


ters. [t was necessary for us to say who should 
be admitted as copariners. But if an individual 
state may say this, the relative position ol thestates 
is changed—the conditions at once broken and de- 
stroyed. Illinois admits, we will suppose, 10,000 
persons to vote who are aliens, not naturalized, 
whom she has not had the consent of other states 
to admit—what is the effect upon New Jersey? It 
is this: that foreigners, strangers probably to ovr 
principles of government, our habits, our interests, 
to our very language, may outweigh and overeome 
the eitizens of New Jersey in the choice of a chief 
magistrate, and in all the management of all our 
public affairs. Is this fair? Is it right? Thisdoc- 
trine puts in the power of certain states so to ar- 
range as that foreigners shall send enough to make 
up the majority of representatives on the floor of 
the other house, and may decide the choice of pre- 
sident. The states, it is said, are too wise and just, 
and will uot do this I do not say they will, but I 
would rather staud hy the union, and trust the prin- 
ciples of the constitntion than them. We agreed 
that there should be a uniform rule of naturaliza- 
tion—a nuiform rule in New Jersey and in Micbi- 
gan, in Delaware and in Ilinois. But is the role 
now uniform? No, And if the other states should 
proceed after the example set by Illinois and Michi- 
gan, we shall soon have as many rules as there are 
states. 1 am not willing that such an unconstitu- 
tional and pernicious doctrine shall pass without 
giving it my condemnation. I insist that itisa 
violation of the constitution, Read the powers 
granted in that instrument te congress, and see if, 
| where similar langoage is used, the power is not 
jalways exclusive. This point has been brought 
| before tlie supreme court, and there was no dissen- 
tient voice in regard to it. I dread the consequen- 
ces of this doctrine, more espeeially when I see 
such a bill as this, tempting aliens to come, giving 
them our lands,that the states may make them 
citizens. lam not willing that the members of the 
house of represeutatives shall represent aliens, for 
ia process of time aliens may come to be a majori- 
ty, aud may choose my chief magistrate. This 
‘aw may make them so numerous in Wiskonean and 
Iowa as to control your native vote and make Jaws 
for your states. I wili not leave it to one state to 
say that they shall be permitted thus to control the 
general interests of all the states. Whom may not 
some of the states make citizens? Cast your eyes 
in certain directions, aud you can readily see what 
might be done. And recollect that the momenta 
state has pronounced a man a cilizen, the shield of 
the constitution is placed over him for his protec- 
tion, and he must be protected as a citizen, every- 
where, in all the states. I entreat gentlemen to 
pause before they establish this doetrine. For my- 
self, 1 will not hold out inducements either to our 
own citizens or to aliens to come and take posses- 
sion of our publie laads. It isa proposition ob- 
noxious to the laws and to the eonstitution, and to 
all the fundamental principles of vur goverument 
and unijon,and f mnst resistit. l1 am willing fo- 
reignersshall come and enjoy all the privileges which 
I do—I am willing to have them as neighbors and 
as triends, and let them stand by our side in battle 
—BUT they must cease to be ALIENS first. 

My doctrine in regard to these lands is siinple— 
neither clothed in mystery nor connected with par- 
ty polities. We have a great inheritance for us, 
nur children, and our children’s children. We ought 
to preserve il, not give it away or waste it. The 
hasty disposition of it is not demanded by our con- 
dition. Our population and our strength will not 
grow in proportion to our haste to part with it.— 
We should have had our sixteen millions of citi- 
zens, if Wiskonsan and Iowa had not been thrown 
open to intrusion. We should not have had a po- 
pulation so near the Rocky mountaias and the Pa- 
cific, but we should bave had less cause for the ex- 
penditore of money, and more vigor to resist a foe. 
Let us remember a maxim of wisdom— festina lente 
—and not throw over a region which we cannot 
command, a population which we cannot, without 
distress and diffienlty, protect. Let us give to en- 
terprise and to the pioneer all that enterprise and 
the pioneer may reasonably require, but let us re- 
serve something tor the citizens of the old states, 
who, when population crowds, may seek compe- 
tency and a home, The seabord states are thick- 
ening in the future years—and years, with nations, 
are but as days to individuals—they will be crowd- 
| ed, dense, requiring aa outlet, like the compact re- 
gious of Europe. Let it be found west—far west— 
bat still within the boundaries of a common empire 
of free institutions. Use these lands liberally, not 
wantonly—preserve, do not squander them. Let 
the citizen of the old states, who bought them, look 
to them as the heritage of his children. Thus used, 
they will strengthen the union, and last while cen- 
turies of liberty roll by. 
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CHRONICLE. 
Atumtnovs SALTS. We fidin the last namber of 
Silinaa's Journal, an dlustration of the preservative 


properties of alumioous salts—prop rues which have | which | c : 
nd were not anfrequently restored | renheit’s thermometer, 123 below freezing point. 


long been known, a mot an 
to by the ancients. That distinguished officer, gene- 
ral Wayue, died thirty or forty years ago, at Erie, (Pa.) 
and was buried in the vieinity of the lake. ‘Tbe body 
was uot long since disinterred and removed by his son, 
who was astonished to-fiad itin so perfect a state of 
preservation; aud on examination, it was discovered 
to have been deposited in argillaceoas soil strougly im- 
pregnated with a solution of alum. The features were 
at ouce recognised by those who had known general 
Wayne. i 

AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. The receipts for 
the month ending February 20th, were $3,234 56. 


ANTHRACITE coar is ten dollars aton at Philadelphia. 


ARTESIAN WELL. The city of Paris basat length 
succeeded in procoring water from an Artesian 
well, which has for several years heen in progress at 
Grenelle, at au expense of 160,000 francs. ‘The boring 
instrument, after having reached the enormoas depth 
of 560 metres, (1,837 Englisb feet), reached the water, 
which immediately sprang up in abundauce to the 
top of the bore. "his operation bas resolved a highly 
interesting geological problera, and proves that a body 
of waler exists under the green chalk strata which forms 
the bed of the environs of Paris. 


Bosron ice TRADE. The Evening Journal states that 
there are now sixicen. companies in Boston engaged 
in the basiness of shipping ice to the East and West 
Indies, and to New Orleans and other southern ports. 
The demand for the arücle is now so great for expor- 
tation, that large contracts have been made for it in 
Worcester county to be transported to Boston by rail 
road. They formerly sold their ice in New Orleans at 
six centsa paund, but now sell itat one cent, and 
where they made one dollar by selling it at six cents 
they now make four dollars by selling it at one cent a 
pound. When it sold at six cents, none but the weal- 
thy could afford to parcliase, but at one cent all classes 
buy it, so it is sold before mach of it is wasted by melt- 
ing. : 
"he ice is sawed by a machine into square blocks 
not less than 12 inches thick, and is packed on buard 
the vessels with straw and hay, boxcs with thin lumber 
and made air tight. One of the Boston companies paid 
last year $7,000 for the straw and hay they used for 
packing. 

Boor AND SHOE LEATHER. The town of Stonington, 
about seventeen miles from Boston, contains about 
2,000 inhabitants. Almost every man, woman and 
child are engaged, directly or indirectly, in attending 
to the understanding of people. During one of tbe last 
years, 180,000 pairs of boots and 54,000 pairs of shoes 
Were manufactured in that town, the value of which 
exceed $437,000! [ithe same number of persons on 
any one spot on the globe can show more honorable 
fruits of industry, why, in the langaage of the day, we'll 
“knock under.” [Phil. American. 


Deatus m Lonpow. Daring the year ending on the 
15th December, 1540, there were recorded 14,574 bn- 
rials; out of the whole but one person is recorded as 
having been mardered. 


DELIRIUM TREMENS NO EXCUSE. In an action brought 
in the common pleas, New York, by James Batterly 
vs. Robert Darling, for an outrageous assaalt and bat- 
tery by which the panni was woanded aud perma- 
nently iujured, the defence set up was jusanity, which 
upon investigation, proved to be delirium tremeus.— 
Judge Englis held that species of insanity did not ex- 
onerate the trespasser, and the jury rendered a verdict 
fur $500 dainages. 

DESTRUCTIVE FIRE AND LOSS OF LIFE. We learn by 
a slip trom the office of the Sc Johns (N. B.) Courier, 
that a disastrous firc broke oat in that city, which de- 
stroyed eight fine stores, and several buildings in the 
rear of them, among which were the Observer and 
Mornings News printing offices. 

A waman and two children perished in the flames, 
and Mr. Matthew Holdsworth, of the firm of IIolds- 
worth & Daniel, accidently fell through a hatehway 
from the third story, and was so mach injared that he 
sarvived buta few minutes. At the time of the break- 
ing ont of the lire the thermometer was below zero. 


Nearly all the bailding destroyed insured. 4 


Exenance. London reeeives, in the course of ex- 
change, trom Amsterdam, twelve florins stivers for one 
pound sterling; Hambarg, thirteen marks twelve shil- 
lings for ditto; Paris, twenty five francs fifty centimes 
for ditto; Frankford a hundred and fifty and a half bat- 
zen for ditto; Vienna ten florins two Kreuzers for ditto; 
Genoa, twenty-five lire thirty-five centisimichen for do. 
Berlin, six dollurs twenty-Gve silver groschen for ditto; 
Milan, thirty lire A thirty centimes lor ditio, 

Geury. The jury have returned a verdict of guilty 
against Peter Robinson, charged with the wilful mur 
der of Mr. Suydam, of New Brunswick, N. J. 

The jury fe emid bat about thirty-live minutes — 
The charge of the judge occupied in delivery about 
two hours and a half. 


Important. An inventor of a patent medicine to 
eure frosted fect, advertises to the public that he ia a 
greater man than gen. Jackson, ax the latter ve-tued 
the nation, but the inventor re-tovs it. 
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IwrENsE ARTIFICIAL COLD. The mostintense artificial 
cold that has ever been produced, is from a mixture of 
dilu'ed sulphurie acid and snow; the temperatare of 
has been knowo to sink to 91 degrees of Fah- 


Jerrerson. Thomas Jefferson once said, after he 
had been president of the United States: “The habit 
of using ardent.spirits, by men in public offices, has 
oecasioned more injary to the public service, and more 
trouble to me than any other cireumstanee which oc- 
curred ia the internal eoneerns of the country, during 
my administration. And were I to commence my ad- 
ministration again, with the knowledge which from 
experience I have acquired, the first question which I 
would ask, with regard to every candidate for office, 
should be, "Zs he addicted to the use of ardent spirits?” 


Law vectsion. It will be recollected that suit was 
brought a few days since, before justice Scheffer, by 
Daniel Bodge, against J. I. Cohen & Brothers, to reco- 
ver the amounr of a one dollar note of their issue. ‘The 
day after the trial, the following opinion was given, but 
being otherwise engaged we did not obtain it. 

“In this ease, the note in question having the signa- 
ture as well as the amount “one dollar," legible oa its 
face, I am of opinion, after having viven the tacts ad- 
duced a careful examination, that it is incumbent on tbe 
deteudants to show in evidence: Ist, that the note in 
question was cut or mutilated for the purpose or intent 
of fraud; 2d, that the plaintiff'or holder of said note was 
privy to such fraud; and, in the absence of such testimo- 
ny, which £ conceive to be all-important, I am of opi- 
nion that the plaintiff is entitled to recover. Jadument 
for the plaintiff $1 and costs.” [Sua 


LEGACY TO THE DUKE oF Rieuwowp. The New Or- 
leans Bulletin says:—Sometime ago we published a no- 
tice of a judgment of the court of probate uf New Or- 
leans, refusing to sanction the legacy of one hundred 
thousand dollars, left by oar deceased fellow citizen, 
Alexander Milne, to the town of Fochabers of Scot- 
land, of which the dake of Richmond was the seigno- 
rallord. This decision was reviewed yesterday by oar 
sapreme court. The principles upoa which the opi- 
uion of the court below was based, were elaborately 
investigated. We regret our inability to obtain a copy 
of the decision so as tu furnish it entire to our readers, 
lor seldom has a jadgmen! been pronounced from an 
American bench, that reflects such lustre upon our 
tribunals of justice. .At sume fature day it may be in 
our power to publish the decision. Saffice it to say 
for tbe present, that the decision of the coart of probates 
was reversed, and the duke of Richmond, as the legal 
representative of the town of Fovhabers, was declared 
capable of receiving the legacy. 


Map or tHe Rocry mountas. We are told by a 
trader, who has spent twenty years of his life in the 
mountains, that the most accurate and best delineated 
map of the Rocky mountains, and all the country em- 
braced under that name, is the bandiwork of a lady— 


the first white woman who ever encounted the perils of 


a journey from St. Louis to the shores of the Pucific.— 
She is the wife of the rev. Mr. Spanpina, a missionary to 
the Indians, now resident in that region. 

[St. Louis Repub. 


New Bronswicx. The population of New Bruns- 
wick, British province, is 156,000, 


Omo river. The Wheeling Times of Tuesday says: 
“On Saturday the swollen torrent of the Ohio began to 
give way perceptibly, and we supposed would return to 
its usual channel; bat on Saturday sight it again swell- 
ed; and we have it now about stationary as high as it 
has been tbis year. i 


THE POPULATION OF THE UNION. We are indebted to 

a friend for the following calculation. It will be seca 

that he makes the population of the U. Statesin 1530, 

upwards of 53,000,000. ‘Thus he says: “our population 
In 1190 was k : 2 : = 37299326 
TOO a a ng 605753 


1310 " z . 5 5 ü 7,239,903 
1N29 . B . . . . « 9 633.166 
1539) . à , . . « 12,856,107 


1510 oaght to be z " d 17,141,566 
He adds a third and makesitin 1350, 22,666,666; anu- 
ther third, and in. 15680, 30,222,221; another third, and 
in 1370, 40,296,295; and in 1830, 53,423,393." 


Post Orrice. About -£300,000 enclosed in letters, 
have accumulated in the dead lctter office, London. 


Steamers. The Acadia performed her last east- 
ward trip in 13 days anda few hours. 


Sravers. Capt. Lemist, of ship Caroline, at Boston, 
from Caleatta, touched at St. Helena 1th ult. He 
lett there three slavers captured by British cruisers — 
From oue 300 slaves had been landed; about half of 
those taken in tbe other two had died of small pox 
since their arrival at St. Helena: the rest remained on 
beard the vessels. T'he discase wasstill raging amongst 
them, 


Tror Water Cayat, We have authentic and very 
gratilying intelligence from the line of this work. A let- 
ter from the superintendent. dated atthe bead of the 
canal on Wednesday, gives the assurance that the 
whole line can be put in order for navigation by the 
10th of the present month. The damage sustained by 
the late extraordinary flood is, therefore, not cana 

[ Balt, American. 


| TEMPERANCE. 


Extraordinary temperonce movements. 
Last evening an overwhelming meeting was held at 
the Methodist Episeopal ehureh in Greene street. Ad- 
dresses were made by Messrs. Hawkins, Casey, Shaw 
and Pollard, delegates from the Washington Tempe- 
rance society of Baltimore, and by captam Wisdom of 
this city. These gentlemen have all been reclaimed 
irom intemperanee within a short time, and the dele- 
gation from Baltimore declared themselves to be “re- 
formed drunkards.” The speakers are all men of 
strong sense, and some of them truly eloquent, though 
at this meeting they simply related their experience, 
and urged upon others to share the benefits they have 
derived from abandoning the use of intoxicating 
drinks. Still it was done in a style at once forcible 
and pathetic, the effect of which upon the large au- 
dience was astonishing. 

During the first speech, a young man rose in the 
gallery, and though intoxicated, begged to know whe- 
ther there was hope for him, declaring his readiness to 
bind himself from that hour to drink no more. He 
was invited to come down and siga the pledge, which 
he did forrhwith in the presence of the audience, under 
deep emotion, which seemed to be contagious, for 
others followed, and duringeach of the speeches, they 

. continued to come forward and sign, until more than 

1a hundred pledges were obtained, a large proportion of 

| which were from intemperate persons, some of whom 

, Were old and grey headed. Such a scene as was be- 
held at the secretary's table while they were signing, 
the unaffected tears that were flowing, and the eordial 
greeting of the recruits by the Baltimore delegates, 
was never before exhibited in New York. 

The afternoon at the Methodist church in Duane st. 
and this evening at the Presbyterian church in Riv- 
ingston street, similar meetings are to be held; and Mr. 
Mitchell, the president of the Washington Temperance 
society of Baliimore, will address both meetings, he 
having joined the delegation last night, and will attend 
the subseqaent meetings during the week, in company 
with his colleagues. 

A class of our population who have been heretofore 
inaceessible by temperance efforts, it is believed will 
now be reached by this new and attractive measure of 
employing refurmed drunkards in this agency. As 
the New York Temperance society has incurred great 
expense in this effurt to do good,a collection is taken 
up at each meeting, which the friends of the cause 
would do well to remember. [N. Y. Com. 


The number of temperance pledges which have been 
taken in. Ireland amount to foar millions six handred 
thoasand. We hope soon to be able to record doable 
the namber as having taken the pledge in the United 
Sintes. [U. S. Gaz. 


A TEE-TOTALER BOTHERED. An English paper gives 
the following instance of a tee-totaler having an an- 
pleasant office imposed upon him. “Mr. Wm. Briglit 
was called upon to take the office of ale master. Mr. 
Bright hoped that the recorder would not compel him 
to undertake the duties of the above office, as he was 
not partial to the taste of ale, or any strong drink. The 
recorder said he considered that was nota sufficient 
objection. Mr. B. hoped the objection woald be held 
goo l, as he was a tee-totaler. The recorder said a 
gentlemau’s being a tee-totaler is not a sufficient dis- 
qualification for such an office; for all that he has to do, 
is-to ascertain whether the ale sold is of such a quality 
as is fit for her majesty’s subjects to drink. Mr. B. said 
he did not drink ale. The recorder said the jury could 
not appoint a fitter person—for his taste must be more 
perfect than those whoindulze in ale. He was certain 
he would make a very execllent taster. And he was 
at last compelled to take the tasters oath. So they had 
a man pledged not to drink, and yetsworn to taste. So 
the two pledges woald come together, somewhere be- 
tween the lips and the stomach. 


Tosacco. There were only 221 hhs. Maryland and 
33 hhds of Ohio inspected last week in Baltimore. 


TRE WESTERN RIVERS Were generally in excellent 
navigable condition at our latest dates from thenee.— 
Steamboats with sugar from New Orleans are unload- 
ing at Pittsburg. 


Wuate sar ARRIVED. The whale ship Ceres, of 
Wilmington, Del. arrived at that port on Saturday.— 
She has a cargo of 1,550 barrels of sperm oil. 


Wasuine'ron Nationa Monument society. Atan 
adjourned meeting of the Washington National Monn- 
ment society, held ou tho 24th instant, the followin 
gentlemen were duly elected officers and managers o 
the society to serve for three years from the 22d of 
February last, agreeably to the second article of the 
constitution, viz; 

Officers. William H. Harrison, president; William 
Cranch. Ist vice president; mayor of Washington, 2d 
vice president; William W. Seaton, 3d. vice president; 
Samuel H. Sinith, treasurer; George Watterston, se- 
eretary. 

Managers. Major general A. Macumb, general N. 
Towso:, colonel A. Henderson, colonel J, J. Abert, 
colonel James Kearney, William Brent, esq. Wilham 
L. Brent, esq. Thomas Munroe, esq. Thomas Carbery, 
esq. John MeLelland, esq. William A. Bradley, esq. 
Philip R. Fendall, esq. Peter Force, esq. 


. Water vs. steam. The Boston Traveller states that 
itis now generally admitted that entton goods can be 
inanatactured at a greater profit through the agency of 
steam than that of water. 
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INDEX OF CONTENTS OF NO. 6, Vor. 10. par that they may be foo feeble to resist the war lac-g the resources of this state be, and they are hereby 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT 88gtion?”? P placed at the disposal of the governor, and the spe- 


ARMY—ltems | 898 From the money articles in the same papers, wegcific sum of $400,000 be, and the same hereby is 
CanineT—respecting the 83* find that this American news caused a panic in the appropriated out of any money in the treasury, for 
Canapa—elections h ion bi inued 90 markets. Ethe purpose of carrying the said resolutions into 
B o debate ont bh Eo i cone SOB The Dispatch says, “the stoppage of the United$eifect.” He did nat know what authority there 
EE ial cab a ee "rumors of States bank will cause a great deal of misery herefwas for believing these resolutions fo be genuine; 

E UTER H as well as in America. Shares which brought two&but if they were authentic, they amounted to no- 


squadron and troops being ordered for America 81; l 1 t í t 
US en 82. ouran by a cruizer 53; dE GR years ago £24, are now anxiously sold at £4 10s."E (hing less than a declaration of war against Great 


Egypt, Syria, China, India 834 The Morning Herald says, “the financial and po-F Britain. (Hear, hear) He was more adverse to war 
Haraison, W m. H. Presipent—death of 83; physicians Mlitical news froin New York produced a considera-& than any individnal iu that house. He looked upon 
report, announcement by the cabinet 51; arrange-j ble impression on the stock market, but the deptliba war with the United States as one more to be de- 
i this impression would be ill measured by the ac-@precated than any other, inasmuch as it must be of 


meut of the funeral, gencral orders 85; funeral so- 
lemnities 7 563tual decline merely in quotations of stocks, lor itfa iratricidal character. (Hear, hear). He like- 
pecca mp ad tie funeral a pus be remembered that the funds were on the rise, wise saw that the vast commercial interests of this 
u ob a as "Pw o Band with a firm tendency to a greater rise still. ‘country must be exposed to disasters by its conti- 
ao and S. Hillen, jr. decline, canal bill, ph wy he Globe of the th says The arrival af the manes. m i l j y , 

E 533 Westehester from New York, whence she sailed ou& Still, if war did fake place on the present occa- 
Er Cae. W.—aneedote of ssathe 16th February, brings certain information that ! sion, it would not bea un of our uen Besides, 
Nars items s94the congress of the United States, by the large na- jwe should lose our high character asa nation, if we 
New Bnuxswicu- degislative proceedings, sir Zohn ae Cul quu A had hus in er P did nol defend our robme WIE neither 

Harvey's farewell address NE: 3gieport on the McLeod aifair, which was caleulated tofcould we claim their allegiance if we did not give 
Preswenr or U. S.—clauses of the constitution rela-Bexcite hostilities with England. The subject being[ (beim protection when ns were actiug dide air 
tive to succession in cases of vacancy oi Gel thus taken up by congress, the government must o authority. (Hear, hear). He had seen a great 
PosrscniPr—arrival of the Acadia ERT course act in conlormity with the will of the maja-Eexercise of our vigor under the auspices of the no- 
STATES OF THE aer A rak New IE - enn- E ity, and therefore the chance of seeing the acts ofgible secretary for foreign atfairs in another pait of 
Pana, Maryland 89; Ohio, Mississippi, busiana M ge interior jurisdiction of the state of New YorkEithe globe, where it was of a more ambiguous cha- 
EQUI Boverruted by the general government no longer ex-Bracter than it would be on the present occasion, and 


y N, late vice president, now president of the ul : K 1 
CHE VO ce in of office i E Sigists. It makes the danger of a collision more immi-Ethat he trusted that the noble lord would on this 


"TREASURY CIRCULAR Bi quent than it was before. Our citizens, viewing tE emergency display the same vigor which he had 
i f 83gin this light, have shown a much greater degree olBdisplayed elsewhere. His movements, bowever, 


a 


Topp, cor.—noticc o. G | i : l 1 
emea lar regarding the question this inorning, than they $were so secret—and he did not blame the noble lord 


FOREIGN ARTICLES. lid on the receipt of the previons communicaticn, for it—that the house had no opportunity of lorm- 
The steamship British Queen arrived at New [Sand stocks fell 3 3 or 3 per cent. immediately alterging an opinion upon the efficacy of his directions, 
York at an early hour on Saturday morning, the 4th the opening of business.” (Hear). It was, however, his duty, as a member 
inst. bringing London and Liverpool papers fo her City, 12 o'clock. The effect of the unfavorablegof parliament, to say that our interests would be 
day of sailing, the 10th March. news received yesterday from America is wearing# better secured than they were at presentin case we 
The Qneen experienced a very rough and disa-flofl here; but we perceive that it is viewed in aseri-Ehad astrong fleet in iront of the harbors of the U. 
greeable passage, and on the 30th alt. having theugous light iu Lancashire, where people have begun states and a strong army on the frontiers of British 
been out 20 days, fonnd herself obliged to put into gto purchase cotton laigely, under the impression that America. He left it to the gavernment to say 
Halifax for fuel. She left Halifax on the Ist, 3 e interruption to tne trade with America mayE whether tlie naval and military estimates were ona 
Fe l 
5] 


made the passage to New York in three days. possibly take place, and that articie has consequent- Esufficiently large scale to meet every contiugency 
GREAT BRITAIN. fly advanced in price. that might arise in that quarter ol the globe. (Hear, 

The people of England appear to have been panic} Two o'clock — Cousolsfor money had reached 888, E hear). If they were not, ministers would be want- 
struck at the intelligence which reached that coun- but they have again talen to 883 to 4, and for theBing in their duty it they did not come down to par- 
try by the packets George Washington, U. StatesZaccount 833. to $; new 33 per cents. 96 7-8 to J: and ask lor such sums as would enable 


and Westchester, from New York. The first named H iud exchequer bills 7s. to 9s. preminm. them to meet every contingency. (Hear, hear).— 
vessel took out the news of the stoppage of the [Globe of 9th, P. M. Ee was sure that tie house would willingly comply 
United States bank—the second that of the indict-@ -2 squadron ordered lo America! The Timesandgwith any demand which would euable thein to se- 
ment of McLeod, and the Westchester Mr. Pick. futher papers state as a positive fact that some partfjcure the honor and interests of the country. (Hear, 
ens’ report in congress on the McLeod affair. Theseziof the squadron, believed to consist of ten sail ofgthear). 

three canses coinbind, created a sudden panic the line, which had been engaged on the coast otf} Mr, Ewait did not see the necessity for anticipat- 
among all classes of persons, and the funds at the §Syria, had been suddenly ordered off the coast offging dillerences between the two couutries. He be- 
stock exchange were materially lowered in conse-{;-merica, to support the remonstiance of the Britishilieved that the great body of Americans were in- 


quence. ininister, Mr. Fox, against the ‘judicial murder ofgiclined to peace with this country—they know their 
We find it utterly impossible in our limited spare, MeLeod." [own interest too well, he believed, to wish for war. 
tu give at this moment even a synopsis of the com- lafantry for Halifax! The Times alsostates, that He trusted that the unbappy discord which it ap- 
peared existed at present might pass off without 


ments of the press npon this intelligence, but upoue ‘three battalions had been put suddenly ander or-i off w. 
Mr. Pickens? report, which seems to have created fiders for Halifax,” and adds, ‘God knows how tlie&evil results, and he was confident that, if it did, not 
the greatest shock, the Globe says—“the painful ef. Bliome service of the realu could be furnished aftergonly the interests, but the wishes, of both nations 
fect which this intemperate ‘party document’ inustg!heir departure.” -woulnd be satisfied, 
otherwise produce on the strongly cheiished hopesB The Atlas says, “war with America must andf& Mr. Hume hoped that the noble lord wonk be 
of the people of this country, of an amicable adjust. P will as surely follow upon the murder of MeLeod.jpiable to satisly the house and the country by some 
1nent of the dispute, will be much relieved by the&as the light of morning follows the darkness of night; 5-tatement ou this subject (eries of oh!) and remove 
tone ofthe principal speakers iu debate which ensued but then this war will be a war without any definite any prejudice which might be occasioned by si- 
on the question of printing the report,” object, except revenge foran injury which cannot#leuce. He (Mr. Hume) was of opinion that there 
“We see nothing in this manifesto of empty and bos no gronud for iminediate interference. He 
unreasonable deuunciations, qualified as they are by thought that nothing had taken place in America, 
the strong expressions of dissent and reprobation [interest Bent what lad heen done under the civil law. It 
with which it was received, to shake our belief thatjj In France every thing is as quiet as af our formergwas manifestly too soon to appeal to war when they 
peace will be preserved.” E late. Ewere not informed that any thing had taken place 
The Morning Chronicle of the 9th says: “The On the 5th of March, in the house of commons, which was not in accordance with the laws of these 
publication of this report created considerable unea- while discussing the question that the house go inte&countries in which they had taken place. 
siness. In this feeling, we confess, we do not alto a cominiltee of supply, to which the artay estiinates@ The house then went inte committee. 
gether participate. The very men who drew up this were to be referred— There had nothing occurred of inuch interest in 
document—it is plain upon the face of it—must havel} Mr. S. O'Brien took the opportunity of advertingzthe honse on the. 9th of March, On the 8th, the 
felt they were putting their names to a case üpon&ito the state of the relations between Great Britaingllollowing took place in the house of lords: 
which vo nation would venture to enter upon hostili Band the United States. Two circumstances wereg The earl of Mountcashel, said, he rose to put a 
ties. The language of the report is not the language §>tated in the newspapers to lave occurred recently, question to the nohle viscount opposite respecting 
of men who either were convinced that they had aS which, if true, deserved the immediate notice of theizsome information which had, it appeared, been just 
good cause, or were determined to go to extremities(lionse of camions. The first was that a true bill&ieccived from America, and which was of great ime 
in a bad one." E ^al been lound in the United States against colonel®partance to this country. That intelligence, he un- 
i MeLeod for murder and arson, on the allegation that@derstood, had created a great sensation in the city, 


The Times says: “We shall not quote from this& 
offensive and unjust tirade, but we earnestly invoke jhe had been present at a transaction ordered by the Zand had caused a fall in the price af the public funds. 


our readers to study it in extenso for themselves, andgcolonial authorities of Canada, and the second was,@lTe alluded te a report from the committee of foreign 
then judge themselves what chance exists of fair orBitbat the legislature of Maine had recently passed ;elations, made on the 13th of last month, to con- 
these two resolutions: icress, and he wished to know whether any confire 


just treatment for Great Britain from those anthori-& 

ties with which such a catalogue ol'insultscould have “That the government be anfhorised to fake im-Ejination as to the document in question being official 

Originated.” mediate measures to remove the troops of the queenBoad been received by her majesty’s ministers? It 
“If the Harrison government be, as we believe itMof Great Britain now quartered on the territory was not his intention, on the present occasion, ta 

gl. against the DOO is there not ground tofjcatled *disputed' by tbe British government; thatfeubmit to their lordshipe any motion on the subject 


oL. X—Sie. 6. z 


be atoned.” 
The news from the continent we find of very little 
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7 i 1 o cause a greater di-E 1870, 75; South Carolina, redeemable in 1856, 85; Liverpool cotton market, March 5. Of the trans- 
oe Pise quee iion Uv. pde Tu redeewahle in 1858 1o "68, 88 to $9, actions ne See p Um dc Moncay enn | 
which unfortunalely now existed. But when a re- Louisiana, redeemable in 1845, 47,48, 750 and 22,82 out 16,000 bales, one-third to dip “ig 
port, such as that to which he had referred, was: 87; Maryland, redeemable in 1889, $0; Alabama, jmainder being divided amongst the following four 

i it w that they should receive» redeemable in 1898, *59 and *60, 78; New York city days, in abont equal portions; and we have found, | 
Tun eee eds it was prone, ie For kien | cents 83 ‘aa we have noticed on Wednesday last, that in the 
information as to its authenticity. For bis own, five per cents $9. A irates ot demand, so has been the eed bres all rices, 
part, he thought it could not be genuine. He be-t] Tha United States bank. The fall of the United} E i d G BR 2 3, 
lieved that it must be an invention, and there werefi states bank, naturally drawa attention to the kare us i ae )e ame as on! n M t à s very 
many persons who would be glad to propagate such {contracted last year in Europe by that institution, IM SA ee OE or 
a report for stock-jobbing objects. He felt very as they show the very great extent of liability ec lie Monchester mo A Me 
great doubts as to the authenticity of this report; recently entered into. To meet its pressing en- MES. EN, E tuales buyers IM 5 n 
and why?—becanse, aware of the good under-Feasements then, at the period referred to, the bauk É E i Mere e "e E w E sil i 
standing of the inhabitants of the United States, hefitas received the following loans:—two in London, cout o Soor E pss n Jas ux 1 B wi P 
conld not think that they would maintain suchpltne first for £800,000, of which half will fall due in? Wes pe eula tara aE bius ; : alt of | 
doctrines. ) , April, 1841, and the remainder in April, 1842; aod 3* rude rus n : oe RES FONA N 5 € ] 

He was convinced that if the inhabitants of the ihe second for £900,000, payable in equal sums ing Da 2n urat were torwarded into the country 
United States would but consider—if they would October, 1841, and October, 1842; also, tbe Dutch Y mm eoll, BLU sales to-day are about} 
look around to the situation of their own finanees— oan lor £ 700,000, redeemable in five years. These 4,000 balea oral P A ee ma 
if they would recollect that there were 3,000,000 Eengagements amount to £ 2,100,000, To whieh is ae. ae p ; pue E à Un M cotton 
of negro slaves in their conntry, and a great body be added the £1,000,000 of credits on the agency gh y 9 ec B5, m A 3 Ae 
of Indians in the back settlements, who might be d.stablishment in Philadelphia; all entered into with: He bU Pio MS o ura 
induced, in consequence of the wrongs they com-Vin the space of about 2 ycars, and nearly the whole; he a very briek andin A 
plained of, to takea partin the contest —i(. they; unfortunately derived trom english capital enn ieu to dd "hi "e SN DE ug ys The advance] 
cast their eyes towards Canada, where there was as&ed tou, be it remembered, to save a part of the loss? a 5 rs j n. y BN eno c M 
loyal a set of men as any in the empire, and asked, which otherwise mnst have fallen upon the Ameri- nl a "s "U, a a eine NE id od m cal 
«Had they not the prower of gettiog into their Jeans themselves. It was a curreut remark in New vale ph c ane een oe M on 
hands individuals belonging to the United States?" York, when the large eredit in London in favor of *jolders to Sm draw their stocks from the market. 
and also if they recollected the very large body o! ithe United States bank were made known, that they; TEES. Bd ean tates CAN 
regular troops tbat we had in Canada, and the el- had served to realize for New York an equal amount). i Aus nau p x the ER : P. at 
ficient naval force wbich was now at our disposal, Br «snspended debt” and to throw the whole weighty Pw Du (bm ons iud eo s 5t A 
in consequence of the eastern question cna England. Sucha wreck of a great banking con-jjP EE d t T SM cme prao mie to E 
tled—they would, if they considered these points,Pcerg has probably never before occurred. ‘The 1003 A A i aut Le amily ne e oi egypt aa 
anxiously abstain from hostilities, They were aiullar shares, which used to be at 23/. to 267. pre-] re d D ad a m Pepe. CN n 
calenlating people, and they would see that they lvious to the first suspension ol specie payments, are! Hs MU UE “Tt jv orwarae k n exandria 
must sustain an immense loss hy such an event.2now quoted at 4/. t0s. and that in almost a nominal 20” t : M p 4 it Ali RU ien 1 c ordo 
For these reasons he was of opinion that the do-tiauotation. MN M. li Mes : pas i d LET Pla as] 
cument was not a true one. He therefore Ee | It seems to be the nearly universal opinion thatigl M zn es and regulations to which the pa- 
the noble viscount whether her majesty's minis-|laothing is now lelt but a liquidation, and that thegshas 9 EE to be HE. The second fir. 
ters hai received any official information respect- Honger it is delayed the worse it will be for the ere- d Rc S Qs atm. sena Rd UE of tri- 
ing this report. Under all the circumstances, he) ditors, [ Times. pro eR ponde ae yia to Consta 
felt that he was perfectly justified io putting this Bank of the United States. From the Londontgen a” ae pue Bem M 
question. The report had appeared in p BR cue of the New York Courier and Eu-Stpe orders of the **rovernor? of Egypt y unas 
lie papers, and it was necessary tbat some inlor- iquirer, we extract the following gratifying informa- È} 1t would SPHERE me Lonia Times, that the 

: Turkish goveinment anticipate a refusal on the par! 
of Mehemit Ali to accept the terms with which his 
recognition by the sultan was accompanied. 

The Ottoinan porte has addressed a circular to thi 


and which would be more confirmed when it was ambassador, annouucioplothem thet t oyn 


i ia the EIS. thal all ea a Bo reo affair being concluded, the blockade of the coast a 
s ivel LEAR DIU HS lo rer HORAS EuS CE VY {Egypt was raised, and the liberty of commence re 
. rs EE mu GI BE ohie cati Whatever renew al of difficulties this may lead to ind The London Times states that a protocol has beer 
ae by stating, that lie was not aware whether any E Du Dur Perceived Brigned by all the powers, parties to the treaty o 
yE tion had been received that mornings! this country, as the circumstance had been en- ‘July, in which it is declared that the provisions a 
font e ofestys dent Aen TOES States tirely unloreseen—but in the interim itis gratifying 
rom n & 1 : i 


mation should be afforded respecting it. At the; 


É AE sition: k 
present moment be did not think it right to maket saie intelligence of the asn panei 
any cbsetva lions on me sue Puti AUR were ot the bank of the United States was altogether un- 
SI EE aera ala ics iem ins duty, expected in England—the institution having heeng 
m 2 proper fine d ia he maite betore the g{thought to be in a course of returning prosperity—; 

, a 


house, for a document more insulting to this nation} 


ive ihe miende ol the banie ihat dil ne GEE. jthat convention are bronght to their natural close i 
: ; S L Or ETE ARO C a Led pane E consequeree of the fulfilment of the purpose whic! 
relative to the subject referred P ud he VINE which has been prevailing in the American marketit Se ae to accomplish; and da L definitiv 
hended from the form in which the document ap Ta not alarmed or moved in the slightest degree $. = to which F zE l Sue 
red, that there could be no doubt of ils authen- E É 5 arrangement,to which France will be a party. way b 
[d baec jte new London agents» ho not only have accept- "ine speedy aud appropriate consequence of the ex 
ticity. ; Mr. H ak ed without the slightest hesitation all the bills whieh piration of the late treaty. 
House of commons, March 9. Mr. Hume movediy ave come forward—but have offered the money at? E nanos 
for a “return under different heads, or the manners ) s A ; 


^ Ethe same time, at the inarket rate of intercst, to all: ‘nord i Baa illes. i| 

in whi ] sums voted for the insurree-E. M i SEES aa. 0s By an extraordinary express from Marseilles, i 

"n p aem 5 "1838, £500,000, in 1839,4" Vo prole sed to aA aken UN. anticipation of the overland mail from India, lat 
! i uitelligenee from China, from the several presider 


: “uo less asom thao £80,000 sterling, having to tlietz 
3 ; d in 1840; £553,000, amounting inf 5 8 à f i e | 
21000. ene d - 1 edie ies ol India, hom Alexandria, and from most of 1b! 


1 Cars to £1,700,000, were expended. 7g stow ledge of the present writer been ollered the 

A MM Pike nuinber of muskets and other fire 5 poney yereniay, dd nE m having ports inthe Mediterranean, was received in Londo 
anne of swords, and the quantity and kind of ire Hno nose = mus ES $9 UN a DE r rc on the morning of the 10th, and was brought by es 
litary stores, seot to and landed in Syria, sinceg ePtance o i ae nee b t E ae il MN press to Liverpool by our agent at London, in sez 
July, 1840.” Also tor “a retorn of the number of d)" iB Br jen 1 RS i th 3 js an F ; the! pen te be despaiched by the oe 
English, Seoleli and Irish non-commissioned of-!: Venu ecco DS nes o (nta ee ndr The great object of interest in the intelligence 


: 4 ; j m “first rate class, and as the vills of the bank of the U.; ived by this express is the state of the Briti 

pe a ihe nuole a M. eod {States are thus established as the best which ean be: | ig ars ep. M The " 

" D EDEN fi vdd MN (n qontained lor renilitahee to ossium ena are i UOS up to the 18th of December, which is th 
se 8, E ; 

and 1840, disting S | latest date of the news from Macao, appear to hav 


i h till ERU SEEDS En RIDE frog aid to be still alarge margin in the agreement with 

eee of the line” ORIG] #the London ee po pepante X observet produced nothing, for the Chinese seem desirous q 
: : 3 suspension of payments at home, t$, à be 

in the house of commons, on the same day, there [hatisotar as edel] noy d 1 Bshuflling and delay. 


Khas occurred at a time when ifs aifairs were re-es- ‘ " Rae : lint 3 
7 i he affair of McLeod, or Mr.&, y ; E On the 6th of November admiral Elliot issued 
SU a neliher wer i jnotice at Chusan to the British there, stating that) 


Picken’s report: neither was there on the following tablished in England, it is a consideration probably 
cee port. E Hof some OE in M of EE "M truce had been concluded with the Chinese, bindit 
TT ee ^ Sbusiness, or winding up its affairs. 1e firm and iiic ERAS Dnits he British bent 
um st impression of the : "5 3 them within cert«iu lits, shh boundary 
United Slales bank. The fir pP l?liberal conduct of the London agents has created T Chusan and the sipall islands adjacent. "Thi 

a 


mus 


news of the suspension of the United States bank, H y senonauavaraEtheshares cfe BTE A i ead : 
produced a panic among the stoekholders, and onjtnarked reat : ‘notice was accompanied with a recommendation ! 


: : and although every other American security is OW} endeavor t iliatethe Chinese, The othe 
è My. "United States bank stock]! " 5 P RE endeavor toconciliate the Chinese. 1e other ph 
m DR E ne (en STER £5 Tos ijtotally unsaleable, there is not only tliis afternoon ^ nipotentiary, captain Elliot, issued a eircular di 


d ie t bank shares at 5f. 15s. i 5 admits TIS 
which is the price quoted at the latest dates. P dod E an Moran m Oi, but carine that the interests of the British at Chuse 


pa ey T e Pehonld be attended to during the negotiations. 1 
BR Vanden Observer Eita ME SIUE a this dor the purchase of £200,000 shares, if to be ob-Bthe mean time, a dreadful mortalily diminished tl 
stock held in Europe at es p ON be ilained aL the rate of 3l. per share. hisori TUM 
e sa wes quuin eu that Of the state securities it is needless to enclose ai] The admiral, with a considerable portion of tt 
s ek would not desire that the affairs of the bank glist, no transactions being ventured upon by any “squadron, arrived on the 20(h of November at Ton; 
poem up. ‘The papet ol the 7th says: [;person in London, nor is there expected to be anyj'koo. On the 2tst captain Elliot proceeded in ti 
“The A to-day averaged about £5 10s each revival of business until the arrival of intellizence Queen steamer towards the Bogue forts, in order M 
The more current prices ta-day of such of thel from the new admiuislration of the United States. [deliver a letter for Keshen. A boat was sente 
American state securitics as have been actually Liverpool, March 9. ‘The duty on flour remains;switli a flag of truce flying, but it was fired at by tl 
i sex—New York redeemable in 18.15 s 
MED OU iuvene nuce to 65, per bbl. in bond, without finding buyeys, —"Thejveral shots were fired at the steamer, one of whit 
80; Ohio redeemable in 1956 to 760, 89 to 90; Mas-! corn market very dull and on the decline. Tur-#struck her. Two shells were thrown into the fc 
sachuselts, redeemable in $863, 100; Indiana, re- ‘pentine 11s. 64.a tts. 10d. per cwt. for lair quality.?.froi the steamer, which then rejoined the squadro 
deemable in 1861 to 66, 63 io 645 Indiana re- |T'abaeco is held at higher prices, and some few Captain Elliot went subsequently to Macao, 9 
deemabte in 1863, 72 to 73; Illinois, redeemable intsales have been made at an advance of Jagd. per lb.“ by some secret means contrived to send the lett: 


Sal 175. bd. and the article is olfering to day at 25s. B Chinese trom the fort. The boat returned; and s 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—APRIL 10, 
An apolngy was demanded for tbe insult to the flag and a constable named Davis was strnck in the hand NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
of truce, which, after some delay, was assented to by S—the ball piercing his coat. An express starte: ZDEATH OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE WU. STATES. 
Keshen. immediately for the military, and in a very short “I WISH YOU TO UNDERSTAND THE TRUE PRIN- 


On the 26th of November preparations were made $time, a company of the 34th was onthe spot. 'hegcrPLESOF THEGOVERNMENT. | WISH THEM CAR- 
for an attack on the Bogue lorts, as Keshen wasiriot act was read, and the soldiers cleared the streets. ÑRIED OUT. l ASK NOTHING MORE." Such were 
suspected of producing unnecessary delay. He,&Tüe honse was immediately forced, and eight inen, athe dying words of WinLiAM Henry Harrison— 
however, made his pubiie entry into Canton, havinggone of them much wounded, were escorted by thezhe, upon whom but one brief month since, were re- 
taken care to give previous notice of his arrival tosheriil' and a. party of the military to jail. Moresposed the confidence and affections, as well as the 
the admiral. On the 29th of November the admi-ğtroops arrived, and order was soon restored. highest hopes of this whole people; has been sud- 
ral, on the ground of serious indispositton froia pal- Sir George Arthur arrived at Boston on Monday, idenly, by the overuling dispensation of an ALL wise 
pitation of the heart, resigned the command of theNand takes passage in the Caledonia. The elections&PRovVIDENCE, removed trom the sphere of mortat 
expedition to coin. sir J, J. Gorden Bremer, andgin Canada, so lar, shows a return of of 36 uniouistsEthings, and a nation isin mourning. May we receive 
sailed for England on board the Volage. and 19 ol the opposition party. jthis chastening, with that true humility through 

The proceedings at Canton have since been'$ New Brunswick. The provincial legislature of which alone we are authorised to look beyond the 
strange. Keshen, on the ground that the peopleNew Brunswick closed its session on the 24Ih nlt Bdeepest of gloom to the rainbow which is still hung 
were apposed to his going to communicate in per-Yon which occasion the house of assembly and thean the Heaven. 
son with the outside barbarians, is said to have de-¥lieut. governor, sir John Harvey, took a tinal leave Washington, Aprit 4, 1341. 
clared that he had no interview witb them at Peiho.¥of each other, with strong expressions of inntual re- An all-wise Providence having suddeuty remov- 
and sent two subordinate mandarins to confer with@eard. The speaker of (he assembly, in presentingEed from this hfe Witttam Henry Harrison, late 
captain Elliot. Some efforts were made to d money bills tor the lient. governor's assent, ad- president of the United States, we liave thoughtit our 

$ 


Mr. Stanton, which were successful. Nothing isMdressed hiin as follows: Aduty, in the recess of congress, and in the absence of 
known of the other prisoners. “In presenting the money bills, I may be perrnit-5ithe VICE PRESIDENT from the seat of government, to 
Threats are stated to have been used by the com-{ted to observe, that since the arrival of your excel-ipake this afflicting bereavement known to the coun- 
modore, whose nomination to the command has beer filency in the province, six sessions of the legislature country, by this declaration, under our hands. 
hailed by all the British at Macao, that unless Kes-4have been held, in all of which tbe best understand He died at the president’s house, in this city, 
hen would begin the negotiations in reality, recourse fing existed, aud continues to the present inotnent.Sthis fourth day of April, Anno Doinini, 1841, at 
wonld he had to hostilities. The l4th and 17th ol;j The two deliberative branches cordially united ingthirty ininutes before one o'clock in the morning. 
December had been named as the days of attack;‘isustaining your excellency’s enlightened ani liberal] ‘The people of the United States, overwhelmed, 
bnt on the (3th captain Elliot went to Macao, aniSadininistration of the government. like ourselves, by an event so unexpected and so 
told the merchants that the negotiations were still “The results of this happy state of affairs are con-melancholy, will derive consolation from knowing 
open. Great anxiety is felt at Bombay about thejgitentinent and trauqnillity throughout the land —ex-Bithat his death was calm and resigned, as his life 
results, for while some pretended that Keshen isgtentive improvement—a rapid development of ourjihas been patriotic, useful and distinguised; and 
sincere in his efforts to make peace, others deniedresources—and a great advancement of generalHthat the last utterance of his lips expressed a fer- 
the fact, and stated that hostilities would become ¥prosperity. syvent desire forthe perpetuity of the constitution 
imperative. A few days would decide. “Tbe üsefat and unremitting labors of the presentdand the preservation of its true principles. In 
The merchants at Bombay have addressed peti-3session are not, therefore, particularly distingnish- death, as in life, the happines of his country was 
tions on the subject to both hinnses of parliament. Ged, but, like the five preceding, will, without doubt.Suppermost in his thoughts. 


The admiral left Singapore for England on M highly beneficial. B DANIEL WEBSTER, 


20th of December. «I cannot omit this opportunity of expressing my = Seerelary of state. 
Tranquillity prevailed in India, and the intelli-Z.feep and painful regret that your excellency isshort-7 THOMAS EWING, 


gence by the express brought nothing of importance gly to leave our shores, aud I am assured that my Secretary of the treasury. 
JOHN BELL, 


from any of tbe presidencies. feelings on this occasion are in unison with those of 4 
The commander-in-chief of the Madras army, si: {the whole population of this colony.” $ Secretary of war. 
S. F. Whittingham, died of apoplexy on the 19th@ Sir Jolm Harvey, in his address to the assembly, J. J. CRITTENDEN, 
ult. He has been sneceeded, ad interim, by majo: announcing the close of the session, after thanking Aliorney general. 
general Allen, during the absence of sir Roberi-the house for the liberal supplies voted for the pub- FRANCIS GRANGER, 
Dick, the senior officer. Great apprehension pre-Ejlic service, and after some remarks complimentary e Postmaster general. 
vails respecting the Golconda transport, which took dof the loyal and enlightened course of the provinciali] The following announcement of the death is from 
soldiers for China from Madras in September; and;dassembly, and of the general conduct of the peoplesthe Madisonian of the 6th. 
has not been heard of since she passed Singapoie. Hol the province, closed his address as follows:— 3 The national bereavement. A dark pall covers 
In the month of November, sir Lionel Smith, the “The queen having been pleased to terminate my this community. The arrow of death, which al- 


governor of the Mauritus, found himself obliged, Hofficial connexion with New Brunswick, the painful ways seems to love a shining mark, has reached 
trom the conduct adopted by the French governori2necessity is imposed apon me of bidding you adieu, onr late much beloved aud venerated president! 
of Bourbon, to issue a proclamation, ordering all the which I know you will believe that I do with feel-i$ Phe arm, which not long since wielded a sword in 
French aliens to prepare to leave that colony antilSings of deep einotton—arising as well from grati fidefence of the country, is palsied—the eye, which 
the question of peace or war be better decided. tude lor the coufidence which you so frankly repos-pilately beamed so brightly and benignantly, is clos- 
The French trizate Magicienne was lost near Pa-;ted in tae frorn the first hour of our intercourse——ajsed—the voice whose trumpet tones but a lew weeks 
lavoan on the 27th of November. The crew was confidence which has alleviated and facilitated theigago reverberated through the halls of the capitol, is 
saved by two English vessels. anxious datiss attaching to ny station, and rendered@torever hashed and silent—and the venerable form 
London, Mareh A0, 123. o'clock. The greatestE'their performance satisfactory and delightful, and asjgof Willian Henry Harrison, lately animated and 
excitement prevails in the city, occasioned hy thes T will hope, and as you have been pleased to assareferect, has become but a cold and lifeless clod. The 
promulgation of the news by the overland mail trom; beneficial to the providence—tirom regret at wy ghopes of a nation are withered, and high and confi- 
India and China. Tea has suddenly risen in price,{idisseverance from a people among whom several of Sdent expectation has given place to grief and de- 
and the stock market is very touch depressed, andthe happiest years of my life has been passed, and to“ispondency. 
exhibits a downward tendency. Hwhom I shall ever feel myself linked in sentiments Who shall measure the anguish of that afflicted 
I have notime to add another word, am only ena-Hof nuceasing resard and aifection—and lastly, from Sfainily, from whose midst an all-wise Providence 
bled to write this with a pencil on my way to&iprided and satisfaction at the prosperous and happy has removed the affectionate husband, fattisr, rela- 
Southampton by an express train. A steamer willdstate in which I leave you. give, fiiend and benefactor? And althongh the 
be ready to convey me to the British Queen, with “In imploring for the people of this noble pro-stears of multitudes may be mingled with those of 
all your despatches. Yourhumbleserv’t, P,Q. vince the continnance of those blessings to whichfgthe relative, and the sympathics of a nation be ex- 
TEXAS. their inany highminded qualities so justly enfitle&cited, yet who can repair the las? May God, in 
Overland trade with Mexico. A late number of®ithein, | will add, that for inyself it will constituteliuis Providence, sanetify the dispensation for the 
the Shrevesport Intelligencer states that two envoysBone of the chief consolaiions of my remainingHeverlasting good of the family and the nation. 
recently arrived in Texas from the interior provin-Edays, to. witness, though at a distance, the rapiifiThereis great consolation to be found in the histo- 
ces of Mexico, charged with power from the people® progress which New Bronswick is destiaed un of the eventu] and patriotic lile of the deceas- 


of Chiboahna, Durango and Zacatecas, to makefiu all that relates to her prosperity and improve-Hd, as there is also in tlie mannernf his death. In 
terms of amity and cammerce, in order to open a:iment. athe one, as in the other, he has manifested the rood- 
communication between those provinces and some “England already looks with great interest to thepgness of his heart, the canstancy of his patriotism, 
point on the Red river. The editor of the Shreves-Zpeople of New Brunswick, as to an impenetrableBand the purity of hisintentions. Short as has been 


E zi 2 : P E x 
port paper says that those provinces consume now./ barrier against the spread of unsonnd and unconsti jjhis administration, none who have been friendly to 
notwithstanding the disadvantages under which they tutional opinions on this continent; and 1 foresee, 

i ES 


hin will have cause to regret their efforts or their 
labor, about $5,000,000 worth of goods annually. {that in the course ofeverts. that Iceling will be ele Edevotion. 
CANADA. 5 vated into one of just pride in the possession of soz] The particulars. From the moment general Har- 
Elections. The Rochester A Ivertiser has a cora noble a bulwark of her glorious institutions. Briaon was elected president to the day of his illness, 
munication supposed to beirom Ww. L. MeKenzieg  *I have yet one more observation to make, and ifghis heait has been filled with gratitude to the peo- 
giving the result of the recent elections to the le-S!hatobservation should be deemed superfluous, V3ple, ta who.n indeed he has always been affection- 
gislature in Canada, as far as ascertained. The ar-Ztrust to your candor toimpute it to its true motive—Zately devoted. 1n the. generosity of that heart he 
ticle says, that of thirty-two members who havezjan anxious desire to perpetuate to you, as far as my {has invariably opened his doors wide to the recep. 
been elected nineteen are reformers; and thirteeu£advice or iufluence may be permitted to extend, thegtion of his friends, and his house has been the 
are classed as tories. The house consists of eighty-E blessings which must ever attend the harmonious abode of hospitality and kindness. He has indulg- 
four members, forty-two from each province; unti d sork of the machinery of which legislation anded his friends, alas, to his own destruction. From 


“government are composed — Permit me, then, pc in the morning, till nearly midnight in the 


further returns are received the political charae-2 
ter of the united parliament will remain in doubt. i'npress upon you the advantage to the public inte-jeveniug, he has incessantly devoted himself to his 


The Upper Canada returns are far more republican, rest which inust result from according to the dis-g!-llow citizens who visited him, with the excep- 
than was expected; those of Lower Canada less so.‘ilinguished individual who may be selected hy tation of the hour each day spent in cabinet council. 

A dreadful riot occurred at Toronto recently, be-Ż sovereign to represent her majesty in this province, AU was his habit, after rising, first to peruse his 
tween opposite political factions. One man nameds the same degree of confidence which yon were pleas-& Bible aud then to take a walk before breakfast; 
Jas. Dunn, a tailor, was killed on the spot. A se-sied to repose in ine, and to which, | repeat, I mainly Frequently he would bring in with him persons he 
sond, a coachman of the receiver general, received 4impnte, under. the blessing of Divine Providence, Bhad met iu his walk to breakfast with him. And 
a ball in the lungs, but we understand, is recovering.g whatever of success may have attended my cffortszalterwards, the whole day would be spent inre- 
A son of Mr. Cathcart, was shot through the thigh,t;to be uscful." i.cciving company and transacting business. 
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On Thursday morning week the porter, who foundfremembered. While Dr. WORTHINGTON and p And stars to set—bnt all, 


Ed 
E 


bim reading the Bible, and even then complaininggor two other attendants were standing over him, 
fhis throat, as if desiring to speak audibly, and, as 
«No, no”—said the kind hearted president—“let ed halí-inast, aad the different bells tolled through- 
a ont the day. 
and I will not refuse them." On Saturday morning& PRINCIPLES OF THE GOVERNMENT. I WISH THEM 
Fat the time ot the decease of their beloved relative, 
that he found so httle time to attend to importanti [An 
jpressed the gentlemen present so solemnly that Dr.R) Mns. TAvrom, of Richmond, (niece). 
the war in that territory to aclose. We believe thetipreservation. They present a brief but impressive[i va. ( 
FiNoLAY Harrison, of Ohio, (grand-son). 


s Thou hast all seasons for thine own, oh death!" 
of indisposition, suggested to him the propriety ofMbaving just administered to his comfort, he cleared | Upon the receipt of the news, the flags of the 
excluing visitera until 10 o'clock in the morning. as if jshipping in port as well as other places, were plac- 
fj hough he fancied himself addressing his successor 
them come in. Many of them have come iromgor some official associate in the government, said; 
distant states to see me, and they wish to get home,@‘Sir, | WISH you TO UNDERSTAND THE Tave General Harrison’s family. The connections of 
E 'general Harrison present in the executive mansion, 
week, we saw him, and he was at that time COM-FICARRIED OUT. I Ask NOTHING MORE.” ) 
plaining of a headache, and expressing his regret “These his last words were uttered in a distinct Were the following: ; 
i 2 a voice, and, as they were well calculated to do, im- Bl Mns WirLiAM Harrison, (son's widow). 
business before him, alluding to a map of Floridagi 
which he desired to examine, ashe wished to brinz Worthington immediately wrote them down for Ma. D. O. CovPELAND, (nephew ). 
Henry Harrison, ol Va. (grand-nephew). 
last letter he wrote, was on the subject of that war Brecord of the thoughts which occupied the last mo- 
The same alternoon he was taken with a chill, and ments of the departed patriot, and are characteristic% The number of strangers in the city yesterday 


retired to that bed, which has in eight days provedElof the Roman devotion to his constry which animat-Ej Was very large. The corpse lay in state in the en- 
his Jast. We were not without hope of his recove-Heq him throughout his life, and shone forth even in pry of the president’s house during the day, and 
ry until the alteraoon of last Saturday, when a se-Bithe hour of death. Thus passed from life, and from pithousands went with melancholy steps for the last 
rious diarrhea came on, under which fe soon sank-Hihe station on earth. most worthy of a noble ambi-fitime to view the mortal remains of the departed 
Religious services were performed by the rev.ftion, this good and wise and illustrious citizen. Itkjhero. 
Mr. Hawley Satuiday- evening, and lie did not seembjs not for us to attempt to do justice to the solem. E| Colonels Chambers and Todd. Animpresaive and 
to have become insensible until after 10 o'clock.Huity of the occasion, or to the deep grief which per-}jaflecting feature of the closing scenes of Saturday 
Ata quarter before 10 o'clock the president gaveSlyades all hearts. Aa more fitting and adequate than jnight, was the presence of tbose two gentlemen at 
utterance to his last speech, which was taken down dany thing which we could say, we quote the im-fjthe death-bed of their long-loved general. In the 
at the instant, by Dr. Worthington, and deserves pressive language uttered from one of our pulpits battle of the Thames they were the chosen aids ot 
to be remembered as reflecting glory upon his death. yesterday by an eloquent divine: {ihe commander-in-chief. Col. Todd was aid, and 
It was in the following words, and it may be sup-rj^ «The intelligence of this morning, my Christiangecting adjutant general from 1812, until general 
posed to be addressed to governor Tyler, who be-Sirjends, has filled thousands of hearts, and will filii Harrison resigned in 1814. Both colonel Todd and 
comes general Harrison’s successor under the con-H thousands more, with sadness and anxiety, Theajcolonel Chambers were in the hottest of the fight, 
stitution: “Sin: I WISH YOU TO UNDERSTAND THEM chief magistrate of our union is no rore! OneHon the right hand fork of the Thames. They stood 
TRUE PRINCIPLES OF THE GOVERNMENT. I wisti{short month since, amidst the breathless attentionllby general Harrison where the bullets flew thickest, 
THEM CARRIED OUT. Í ASK NOTHING MORE." Alof an immense multitude, with clear and solemnbjand when he told them to prime their pistols—that 
about 11 o'clock the general raised partially fromi! voice, he called God to witness that he would'he was determined not to be taken alive. Tbey 
his pillow and coughed. Afterwards there was not {faithfully discharge the duties of his high office, —fjhave stood by him devotedly from that day to this— 
the slightest indication of sensibility. He gradual- He has now gone to appear in the presence of thatWand during the late political campaign, no two men 
ly sunk—until the pulse first departed trom the left? God. The praises of his friends, the denunciationsh Were more zealous or active in repelling the assaults 
arm, and immediately after, viz: at half past 12\of his enemies, are alike awed into silence beforesjof the general’s eneinies, or in defending his fair 
o'clock, the circulation entirely stopped, and gen.}'this dispensation of mysterious Providence. ‘Amide fame, than they. They stood by him night and day 
Harrison, without a struggle, went into the eternal the busy echemings of man the Supreme Ruler hasE during this, the general's last battle with the king 
sleep of death. manifested his power; and we read with trembling [iof terrors, and saw that all was done that could be, 
As his fame will be immortal on earth, so may," sadness his awlul lesson, of the uncertainty of hu-pjto resist his final conqueror, death. There has sel- 
hia spirit reat in eternal happiness in heaven. inan life, the emptiness of earthly glory." dom uccurred an instance of more enduring and de- 
'There were present at the closing scene, in ad- | “You have seen—how recently and sadly seen, voted mutual attachment, confidence and friend- 
dition to the medical attendanee, such of tlic rela-Ethat the summit of human power affords no security ship. 
tives of the family as were in the city, the severalis(rom the shafts of death. The illustrious man, Before his death, general Harrison showed how 
meinbers of the cabinet, colonels Todd and Cham- Slately almost a. nation's idol, now lies in the calmphighly he estimated colonel Clamhers, by appoint- 
bers, who were the aids of the general at the bat- “deep alumber wbich knows no waking till the final&iing him governor of Iowa. He had also fully deter- 
tle of the Thames, and a numbcr of other personal ^ day, Those deeds of service to his country which}jmined to manifest his confidence in col. Todd, by 
friends. " ; were so familiar to the lips of thousands, and that nominating him to the senate for a mission abroad. 
Immedialely after the demise, the members of fidelity to his country’s good, lately so fervently ex- The vice president. Mr. Tyler arrived in Wash- 
the cabinent, (except the secretary of the navy, pressed, and as we trust so sincerely felt—these andglington city on Tuesday morning about 4 o'clock, 
who is absent), withdrew and prepared the aboveftal) else that graced his character have followed hime The special messengers who were sent to inform 
annunciation of the fact, which they deemed itiito the bar of the just and the mercilul Judge. Be- Shim of the death ol the presideut found him at 
their duty to make to tbe country, and despatched (ore that bar, my friends, we also are to appear.— jJ ames? 'Town, Virpinia. 
immediately an express for gov. Tyler, at Williams-:: We know not haw soon. May we so use the present] REPORT OF THE PHYSICIANS. 
burg in Virginia. T "E Bo prepare ourselves for that awful hour.” H Washington, April 4, 1841. 
The National Intelligencer ofthe 5th inst. in pab-[5. We extract the following annunciation of the death Dean sta: In compliance with the request made 
lishing the annunciation, by the secretaries of theidof general Harrison from two of the leading oppo- F to us by yourself and the other gentlemen of the 
departmenla, of the death of president HARRISON, cition papers. Eicabinef, the attending and consulting physicians 
accompanies it with the tollowing remarks: Office of the Globe, April 4, 2 o'clock, A. M. bave drawn up the abstract of a report on the pre- 
“The solemn event which is announced above, [t is with deep regret we announce that WIL-jsideut's case, which I herewith. transmit to you. 
although the public will have been in some degreeRLIAM HENRY HARRISON is no more. Hel Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
prepared for it, will be to the whote country an as-fdied at thirty minutes hofore one o'clock this morn- THO, MILLER, attending physician. | 
founding blow. The uninterrupted health of the?ing. His disease was pleurisy, complicated withį To the hon D. Webster, secretary of state. 
dec@Ased patriot, his robust constitution and actives disordered liver and bowels, and from the firsts On Saturday, March 27, 1841, president Harri- 
strength, up to the last week ot his life, had left his! bore a serious aspect. All the efforts of the incdicals/30n, after several days’ previous indisposition, was 
countrymen nothing to wish and nothing to fear jal) still and most nnremitted attention were unavailing [seized with a chill and other symptoms of fever, 
regard either to his bodily or mental capacity for In annonncing this melancholy event, all other re. [Ihe next day pneumonia, with congestion of the 
the able discharge of the high trust to which he wastdflections are absorbed in the thonght of the nothing-* 
called. The tens of thousands of citizens who as-E fi 
sembled to witness the ceremony of his inangura- 
tion felt, in the clear tones of his trumpet voice, an 
assurance that he possessed health and strength 
equal to the arduous duties which lay before him. 
But this promise and this confidence were soon tot 
suffer a sad reverse. ‘The week before last, pursu- 
ing the practice of his active life, and his habit off 
early rising and exercise, the president, in the 
course of along walk before breakfast, was over- 


ee 


liver and derangement of the stomach and bowels, 
ness of life, the emptiness of earthly grandeur, One Bras ascertained to exist. The age and debility of the 
brief month has witnessed the ascent to the suin- patient, with the immediate prostration, forbade a 
mit of human ambition—and his passage to thejresort to general blood letting, Topical depletion, 
tomb. ‘What shadows we are, and what shadows:jblistering and appropriate internal remedies, snb- 
we pursue.” dued, in a great measure, the disease of the lungs 
from the Baltimore Republican, Aprit 5. jand liver, but the stomach and intestines did not re- 
A NATION MOURNS ITS CHIEF! Death of Win. gain a healthy condition. Finally, on the 3d of 
Henry Harrison, president of the United States, Vig &ptil, at 3 o'elock P. M. profuse diarrhea came on, 
is with the dec pest and most sincere sorrow, that we&junder which he sank, at 30 minutes to 1 o'clock, 
er-Fare called upon to announce to the American peo. fon the morning of the 4th. 
taken by aslight shower, and got wet. The fol- ple, the melancholy intelligence of the demise ora The last words uttered by the president, as heard 
lowing day he felt sy mptoins ol indisposition, which} (heir chief magistrate, WILLIAM HENRY HA R- bby Dr. Worthington, were these: “Sir, I wish you 
were followed by pneumonia, or bilious pleurisy  RISON, who had scarcely entered upon the highEto understand the true principles of the government, 
which ultimately baffled all medical skill, and ter-§ and responsible duties of His elevated station before $1. wish them carried out. I ask nothing more.” 
minated his virtuous, useful and illustrious life, onihe shaft of death bas struck him to the earth, and? THO. MILLER, M. D. 
Sunday morning, after an illness of eight days. Hef¥|ijs spirit is summoned to mingle with the illus- Aitendiog physician. 
expired a little after midnight, surrounded by those#trious dead The whole nation must feel the shock, FRED. MAY. M D. 
members of hia family, who were in the city, theMand millions of freemen mourn the deeply afllict- N. W. WORTHINGTON, M.D. 
members of liis cabinet, and many personal friends. Sing occurrence. J. C. IALL, M. D. 
Immediately after his demise, the members of the We have never before witnessed such a universal ASHTON ALEXANDER, M.D. 
cabinet retired and drew up and signed the above | gloom thrown over a people, as was produced in Consullivg physicians. 
annunciation, and caused it to be published. In theEthis city yesterday morning upon the arrival of the Immediately after the decease of the PRESIDENT) 
course of Saturday the president appeared so much uclancholy intelligence from Washington, render- ; Mr. WeasTer, jr. chief clerk in the department 
better aa to inspire hopes that his disease would he Bled the more unexpected as it was, in consequence ,of state, accompanied by Mr. BEALL, an officer of 
subdued, but about four P. M. a sudden aml veryteof the information, brought by the late train of carstjthe senate, sat out for the residence of the vice 
unfavorable change took place, and he continued toon Saturday evening last, being of such a nature as PRESIDENT, in Virginia, bearing to him the follow- 
sink until death closed the scene, to create a hope that the sad event would be moref{ing letter: 
“The last time the president spoke was at ninefidistant, and that there was good grounds to believe 
o’clock—a little more than three hours belore heS that the president might recover, but, 
expired; and the words which he then uttered were “Leaves have their time to fall, : 
$0 remarkable that they deaerve lo be recorded and And flowera to wither at the north wind's breath,t 


“ JVashington, April 4, 1841. 

“To Joun TYLER, vice president of the U. S. 
«Sır: It has become onr most painful duty to in- 
form you that WiLLiAM Henry Harrison, lal 
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“This distressing event took place this day, at the share in the general grief which these considera- | ^ , Headquarters of the army, 
president's mansion in this city, at thirty minutes tions so naturally and irresistibly inspire, they will; JAdjl gen's office, Washington, Aprit 6, 1841. 
before one in the morning. Fidonbtless be penetrated with increased sensibility, |} The death of the president of the United States 
| «We lose no ti ne in despatching the chief clerk Hand feel a deeper concern in testilying, in the mane LM been officially annonnced from the war de- 

in the state department as a special messenger to?lner appropriate to them, the full measure of a na-Bpartment, the major general, commanding. in-chief, 

bear you these melancholy tidings. fjion's gratitude for the eminent services of the de-Heommonieates to the army the melancholy intelli- 

, “We have the honor to be, with the highest re-?parted patriot, and in rendering just and adequatesjgence with feelings of the most profound sorrow. 
| gard, your obedient servants, honors to his memory, because he was himself a¥ The long, arduous and faithful military services in 
| DANIEL WEBSTER, soldier, and an approved one: receiving his earliestz; which president Harrison has been engaged since 
Secretary of state. filessons in a camp, and, when in riper years rote fran first settlement of the western country, from the 


president of the United States, has departed this life While the officers and soldieis of the army m] GENERAL ORDERS. 


THOMAS EWING; to the command of armies, illustrating the profes-jjrauk of a subaltern to that of a commander-in-chief, 
Secretary of the treasury. jjsion of arms by his personal qualities, and contri-;are too well known to require a recital of them here. 
JOHN BELL, jbuling largely by his successes, to the stock of hisyi!t is sufficient to point to the fields of Tippecanoe, 
Secretary of war, Elcountry’s glory. fie banks of the Miama, and the Thames, in Upper 
| JOHN J. CRITTENDEN, 


It is to be regretted that the suddenness of the 4Canada, to recall to many of the soldiers of the pre- 


emergency has made it necessary to announce thisgsent army the p Hai e Some ene 
sad event in the absence of the vice president fromfja¢ hievements against the foes of his country, both 
ithe seat of government; but the greatest confidence; EU and e A b 

;is felt that he will cordially approve the sentiments he ariny has on farmer occasions been called 


Washington, April 4, 1941. Sexpressed, and that he will, in due time, give di-p upon Ec mourn d of ned pue 
The cirenmstances io which we are placed by thef{rections for such further marks of respect, noti ^ "n Bde dm De T x ure 5 WEE 
death of the PRESIDENT render it indispensable forgpreseribed by the existing regulations of the army,f, e t AS us: er a mE Bes z E RE 
us, in the recess of CONGREss and in the absencejgas may be demanded by the occasion. i M prd cM AM D E M 
a É in the actual exereise of the high functions of the 
¿chief magistracy of the union. 


of the VICE PRESIDENT, to make arrangements for; JNO. BELL. 
e 'The meinbers ofthe army, in common with their 


the funeral solemnities. Waving consulted with Navy deparlment, April 5, 1341. 
| the family and personal friends al the deceased, we } The department announces to the officers of the fellow citizens of all classes, aae O atn 
Bur cuider) that the inen he Spletni zed en navy, and marine corps, the death of WiLLiaMp bereavement; but although they have lost a friend, 
Wednesday, the 7th inst. at 12 o'clock. The reli-Fitexry Lartson, late president of the U. States, ever ready to protect their interests, his bright ex- 
gious services to be perlormed acconling to ther which occurred at the executive mansion, in the ample in the paths of honor and glory still remains 
| usage of the Episcopal chnreh,in which church the it of Washington, on the morning of the 4th inst ior their emulation. 
deceased most usually worshipped. The body to bees sng directs, that, uniting with their fellow citizens, The funeral honors directed to be paid by the 
taken from the president’s honse to the congress bu- din the manifestation of their respect for the exalted {troops in paragraph 523 of the general regulations 
Py ine ground, accompanied by a military anda civieM ears eter and eminent public services of the il- will be daly observed, and the troops at the several 
E 5 deposited in ibe receiving tomb. miustrious deceased, and, of their sense of the be-Pstations will be paraded at 10 o'clock, A. M. when 
_ The military arrangements to be under the direc- reavement the country has sustained by this aflliet-Ethis order will be read; after which all labors for tbe 
een of Dol general Macoma, the general com- ing dispensation of Providence, they wear thensnal&llay will cease; the national flag will be displayed 
manding in chief the army ol the United States, and badge of mourning for six months. Hat half staff; at dawn of day thirteen guns will be 
pistri Papel Dorn ears cite militant fic The department further directs, that funeral ho- E fired, besides the half hour guns as directed by the 
te nodoce Martis nors be paid him at each of the navy yards, and on regulations; and, at the close of the day, a national 


Commodore Morris, the senior captain in the navy s : TUE dm 
| i H 2 : | Se Hboard each of the public vessels in commission, byfsalnte. The standards, guidons, and colors of the 
now in the city, to have the direction of the AT : p ysevera) regiments will be put in mourning for the 


Aitorney general. 
FRANCIS GRANGER, 
Postmaster general. 


ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE FUNERAL. 


p 


XI 


ETT ans Mba Lord 


| firing twenty-six minute guns, commencing at 12 
arrangements, 5 D 2 2 é s Eme 

UN ; 1 »eriod of six montlis; aud the officers will wear the 
|! "The marshal of the District to have the direction El i 


»'elack, M. on the day after the receipt of this or- E i 
‘of the civie procession, assisted by the mayors ofatet» and by wearing their flags at half mast for onegusnal hadge gf monening an the lett arm above the 
Washington, Georgetown and Alexandria, the clerk g week- 


J.D.SIMMS, Belbow, and on the hilt of the sword for the same 
of the supreme court of the U. States, and soch 


Acting secretary of the navy. — B period. . 
"a e B By orderof ALEXANDER MAconn, major general, 
other citizens asthey may see fit to call to their aid.& Navy department, March 5, 1841. 
Joun Quincy Anams, ex-president of the Unit-& 


manding-in-chief. 
: A : 2 The acting secretary of the navy, requests the n z 
ed States, members of congress now in the city orf 


" uy A p R. JONES, adjutant general. 
E A ! orf officers of the navy, in the city of Washington, orf ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE FUNERAL OF THE PRE- 
its neighborhood, all the members of the diplomatic gin its neighborhood, to appear in nnilorm, at the 


H 
body resident in Washington, all officers of govern-f pr 


A 


| 
H 

bg daa z navy department, on Wednesday the 7th inst. at 108 adjutant generals office, Washington, Aprit 6, 1841. 

ut and citizens generally, are invited to attend. Ro’elock, A. M. to unite in the funeral honors to theB ‘The major general commanding the army of the 
m^ M a RI eed loine IW. plate president of the United States. B United States, and the major general commanding 
e come Moa en adel Fae ate Do Militia of the District of Columbia. The forego-pathe militia of the District of Columbia, having been 
kauni. DANIEL WEBSTER, T y “charged by the executive officers of the govern- 


ing notice fiom the heads of the executive depart- e 
| DD Nap ment of the government informs you what a signalÑ ment with the inilitary arrangements for the funerat 


| E os mur 1 calamity has befallen us, in the death of the president&bonors to be paid to the patiiot and illustrious eiti- 
| 7 JOHN BELL cts A of the United States, and the prominent part assign p zen, WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON, late EECAIDENE 
See to of wor. E ed you in those funeral honors which may bespeakEor THE UxiTTD STATES, direct the following order 
JOHN J CRITTENDEN ` fea nation’s respect to the memory of a departedgol arrangement: 
2 n E patriot and statesman, whose virtues and talents aski ORDER OF PROCESSION. 


Attorney general. 
FRANCIS GRANGER, 
3 Postmaster gencral. 


ta citizen and soldier, had achieved illnstrions ser-Ẹ MILITARY ESCORE 


à 
Évices, and whose sudden death has disappointedd] Major general Macomb, commanding-in-chief. 
athe expectation of still more important benefits tog Aids-de-camp. 
‘his country. E Major gen. Walter Jones, commanding the militia. 
War depariment, Washington, April 5, 1841. ẸÈ With a view to carry into effect the views of theseB — Aids-de-camp. 3 

It is with feelings of the deepest sorrow, that theBinigh officers of goyerument, in a manner betitting# Division of United States light artillery, 

secretary of war announces to the army, the death the occasion, and honorable to tbe militia corps off Squadron of volunteer cavalry. 
‘of the president of the United States. Witn1am® this District, 1 request the general and field officersli Battalion of United States marines. 
Henry Harrison is no more. His long andthe general staff, and the commandants of compa-E Battalion of voluateer infantry. 


faithful services in many subordinate, but impor-Euies, to assemble at my house this day, (Tuesday, E Officers of the army, navy and marine corps—on 
tant stations, his recent elevation to the highest ink April 6), precisely at 10 o'clock, to report thek foot. 


honor and power, and the briet term allotted tof p Officers of the militia and volunteer corps of the 


M. A strength and equipment of the several corps of the È M 3 " 
him, in the enjoyment of it, are circumstances ofi F aM l Distriet of Columbia—on foot. 
y p 
considerations. The dispensation is heaviest andf CIVIC PROCESSION. 
sion, are respecthilly invited to report to me as soong The mayors of Washington, Georgetown and Alex- 
sion as to its lutore condition;—at a time when US ange them in due and uniform order, as a. part Ni: 
Physicians to the president. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


l imst milita, and to receive final instructions for parade toi s 
themselves, which inust awaken the liveliest sym- Hand arangemeut in the military part of the juneralg Officers of the militia and puros corps of Balti- 
pathy in every bosom: bnt these are ouly personal procession. ‘a more, &c. 

Peli A ; 1 The commandants of such militia corps from the, . A am : 
most afflicting on publie grounds. This great ca- : d à AU T “United States marshal for the District of Columbia, 
lamity has belallen the Saints at a period of ge-picighboring states as desire to nnite ia the proces & and clerk of the supreme court. 
neral i or i -B ; UE : i E i 
peral anxiety for its preseat, and some apprehen-B > practicable their intention, with a view to ar-Ẹ YE 
3 most desirable that all its high offices shonld bel i 1 mili t Clergy of the District of Columbia. 

Alled, and all its high trusts administered in harmo- )* Seneral military escort. 


& 


ay, wisdom and vigor. The generosity of charac- The detail of these arrangements, to which all the * 
er of the deceased, the conspicuous honesty of hisginihtary accessories, hoth of the regulars and militia, d — Pall-bearers. SED Pall-bearers. 
orinciples and purposes, together with the skill and are expected to conform, will be published in duck ara BI 
irmness with wluch he maintained them in all si-B'ime for the information of all. H ozo? 
tuations, had won for him the affection and confi H For the present it is deemed sufficient to say thatff Pall-bearers 5 B Pall-bearera. 
ponce of his countrymen; but at the moment when,$ihe whole inilitary part of the procession, including iri 

fe The family and relations of the late PRESIDENT, 


the regular troops of every arm and denomination, 
and all the militia corps, whether of this District orfg 
nost beneficent resulte might justly have been an- Bof the states, will be consolidated in one colomn olf} 
jicipated from his great experience, his sound -scort, wherof major general Macoma, commander# i 
udgment, the high estimation in which he was heldgfof the army of the United States, will take the ge- The ex- presidents. 

»y the people, and his unquestioned devotion tofgneral command, anil brigadier gen. RoGER Jones, .. . The chief justice, and EE 
he constitution and union, it has pleased an all-feadjutant general of the army of the United States,Ñ Associate justices of the supreme court and district 
vise but mysterious Providence to remove himfi vill act as adjutant general and officer of the day.§ judges of the United States. 

uddenly from that and every other earthly employ-j WALTER JONES, mojor generat, The president of the senate, pro tempore, 


pent Commanding the militia of the District of Columbia. &ud secretary. i 


Dy their voice, he was raised to a station, in thej 
discharge of the powers and duties of which theg 
their chief clerks. 


The VICE PRESIDENT of the United States. 


i 
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Senators and offices of the senate. Erie, Richard D. Cutts, Otho M. Linthicum, W. H.z#torth these expressions of publie feeling. They 

Foreign ministers and suites. [ Edes, W. Lord. ALEXANDER HUNTER, will be substantially the saine in every part of the 

United States and Mexican commissioners for the? Marshal of the District of Columbia. "eonntty. As it was here, so it willbe every where. 
adjustment of claims under the convention i 


i " ; When the words “THE PRESIDENT 18 DEAD" met 
T à Í From the legislalure of Maryland. We learn by) : : É 
with Mexico, sithe following letters to the secretary of state nag Po can e uen o koane cropped WE ne 


Members ofthe houseof representatives and officers.L the legisla'ure of Maryland proposes to attend the the artisan dropped his tools—ehildren looked in 


Governors of states and territories, and meinbers of = the faces of their parents, and wives into the coun- 
state legislatures. B 3tenanees of their hnsbands, and the wail of sorrow 
Judges of the circuit court of the District of Co- 
jumbia, with the members of the bar and 

officers of the eourt, : 4down on the land he loved, he might, indeed “read 
Judges of the several states. is history in a nation's eyes;" and those, wbose 
The comptiollersof the treasury, auditors, lreasurer,z = bosoms glow and struggle with high purposes and 
registers and solicitor. E 3 i 5 i Estrong desires for their country’s good, may learn 
Cominissioners, and other civil officers of govern- lending his funeral RE TONAS Flin what they now behold, Siete they ee theic 
. ment. President of the senafe of Maryland. eyes, how glorions a reward awaits the memory of 

Officers and soldiers of the late war, who served CHAS. STERETT RIDGELY, E nda who faithfully serve theic country! 


under the command of the late president. NS 5 Bnt, while we mourn for ourselves, there is no 
Corporate authorities of Waslinaton: Speaker of the house of delegates of Maryland. cause of mourniog on behalf of the deceased, The 
Corporate authorities of Georgetown, Office of the clerk of the senate of Marylond, tray of bis country’s gratitude, though late, shone in 
Corporate authorities of Alexandria. : Annapolis, April 5, 1841, 21 o'clock, f'full splendor on his departing hour. He had attain- 

Such societies and fraternities as may wish to joing Dear sir: I liave been requested to inform you ied all that inan can reach of human honor. Freely, 
em to report to the marshal of the that the members of the general assembly of Mary-;;spontaneously, unanimously, had his countrymen 
istrict, who will assiga them tlieir re- Eland propose to reach Washington by the train otfiplaced him in the highest seat they had to give. 
spective positions. cars arriving at about half past 11 o’efock A. M. cn, He had done enough, during the brief time he oceu- 

Citizens and strangers. Wednesday, the 7th inst. for the purpose of altend-{pied it, to show that, as he had passed with honor 

The troops designated to form the escort will as-Fing the funeral of the late president of the United/jthrough many lesser trnsts, so he was equal to this 
semble in the avenue, north of the president’s house, States, the “great and good" Harrison. It isilast and highest tial to which his character aud 
and form line precisely at 11 o'clock, A. M. onfgthought proper to communicate this informationpowers conld be subjected. As much as he had 
IWednesduy the Tih instant, with its right, (captaintithat the chief marshal may have it in his power tomopportunity to do, he did well. The candid, even 
Ringold's eompany of hght infantry), resting op-Eassign the members, as a body, their appropriate {among his enemies, (if there be any who do not 
posite the western gate. place in the procession immediately after their ar- n blush to own that title) will admit this. But 
The procession will move precisely at 12 o'clock,Pirival. I have the honor to be sir, ioost respectfully:the had not so far entered ou the tempestuons sea of 


M. when minute guns will be fired by detach-fand faithfully, yonr much grieved fellow eitizensi publie affairs as to expose himself to new and per- 
ments of artillery stationed near St. John's ebureh, 


and servant, JOSEPH H. NICHOLSON, jsooal enmities from the discharge of his duty. Be- 
and the capitol.” At the saine hour, the bells of the Clerk senate Maryland. &fore the storm had time to gather—before envy, and 
several ehnrehes in Washington, Georgetown andy Hon. D. Webster, secretary of state. Adetraction, and party fury had begun to muster 
Alexandria will be tolled. 


&their stores of coming vengeance to pour without 
At sunrise to-morrow, (the 7th instant) a federal mercy upon his head—that venerable head, silvered 


É From the National Intelligencer of April 9. 


salute will be fired from the military stations in the} THE FUNERAL. “with the frosts of age and of long and arduous devo- 
vicinity of Washington; minute gnns between thel: What all the poinps and triumphs of onr lives {tion to his country’s service, is gently laid on the 
hours of 12 and 3—and a national salute at the set- But legacies in blussom! Youne. Bipillow of death. In that sacred sanctuary, whieh 


ting of the sun. When, but four weeks since, it was our welcometnothing earthly can invade, he sleeps in safety from 
The usual badge of mourning will be worn on theBitask to lay before our readers a sketch of the joy-pthe strife of tongnes. His name, free trom the sem- 
left arm, and on the hilt of the sword. ous scenes which marked the inauguration of a&blance of a spot, and illustrious in the halo of an 
The adjutant general of the army is charged withizbeloved chief magistrate, how little did we—alas!simperishable fame, is delivered over to history as a 
the military arrangements of the day, aided by the how little did any one—anticipate that our column-Hsaered trust, to be written on the same page with 
assistants adjutant general on duty at the headłwould so soon be occupied with the particulars ol Hthat of those pure patriots who, in every age and 
quarters of the army. his funeral obsequies? It seems, even yet, but as atjevery land, have been the disinterested friends of 
The United States marshal of the District has thefsdrcain—some false, but affiighting vision, Conldgbuman freedom and happiness. The beautiful union 
direction of the civie procession, assisted by thefgthe deep solicitude of the best and the wisest men@of private excellence with public virtue has never 
mayors of the cities of the District, and the clerks{—could the fond, the sanguine hopes of innumera-{jbeen more willingty exhibited than in the ease of 
of the supreme court of the United States. ble personal and political friends—eould the pray-Eizeneral Harrison. His {rank simplicity and free- 
By order, R. JONES, adjw't gen. U. S..2. ers. the sincere and fervent prayers, of a inultitude&ldom from all ostestation—his attachment to his sol- 
The general, staff and field officers of the volun Sof Christian people—could the undivided affection@diers—his urbanity and condescension to roen of 
teers, marine, corps and army, and the navy officers of almost an entire nation, have secured to one hu-qhumble fortune—his charity to the poor—his open- 
above the rank of lieutenant, to be mounted. man being piolonged life and ünimpaired health? hearted arid open-handed hospitality—his incorrup- 
Adj’l genl's office, Washington, April 6, 1841. and felicity, these would assuredly have been the&tible honesty in every pecuniary trust—his uniforin, 
The officers of the 27,,y on duty near the seal of&lot of WinLiAw Henry Harrison. Never,sincegunwavering devotion to bis eountry, illustrated in 
z^Y*:nment, and those now in the city, arerequestec the times of WasrirNGTON, has any one man so&his dying moments by the expression of his attach- 
to assemble at the war department to-morrow, thel4concentrated upon himself the love and eonfidenceBiment to the constitution, and sanctified by the sen- 
7th inst. at half past 10 o'clock A. M. precisely, tcEjof the Ainerican people; and never, since the me-gtiments of personal piety—nnite to entitle him to 
attend the funeral of the late president. :lancholy day which shronded a nation in mousningtythe insciiption on his tomb of “THE GOOD PRESI- 
R. JONES, adj't general. Ẹftor his sudden death, has any event prodnced sogDENT." 

ARRANGEMENTS OF THE MARSHAL. ‘The doorstizeneial and so profound a sensation of surprise and THE FUNERAL CEREMONIES. 
of the president’s house will be opened at 9 o'clock sorrow. Wednesday having heen set apart for the solem- 
A. M. forthe admission of the heads of departinents, So brief had been the late president’s illness.fgnities of the funeral of the late PRESIDENT, some 
foreign ministers, and others, who, by the order of §that now, as in the case of WASHINGTON, pene was felt, in the early part of the inorning, as 


2 


the executive officers of the government, are entitled had scarce been time for us to begin to fear, whenEto the weather, for the sky was overcast, and fears 
to admission as follows: ithe stunning blow of the reality fell upon us like} were entertained lest it should come on to rain: but 

All those designated in the published programme.Ethe stroke of thunder from a cloudless sky. Mengas the day advanced these apprehensions were dis- 
from “civic procession" down to “anditorsand com-flooked aghast, and staggered, as if amazed Bee EATUR and, thongh it continued rathee cool, this 
missioners” included. Admission will also be givenfisomething they could scarce believe. But it was lid but favorthe march of the troops and of the 
to the ladies; all of whoin are requested to alight&true. Ile who, with open beaming countenance, fiother namerous colleetions of persons who formed 
from their carriages at the western gate. passed along our streets in the jay of his beart—Ẹ portions of the funeral procession, 

No carriage will be permitted to enter the presi-ghe, the welcome, the long-expected, the desired. At sunrise, the sound of cannon from tlie severa! 
dent’s yard, until required so to do, on the line olfion whom all eyes were fastened, to whom all learts&inilitary stations in the vicinity of the city herald- 
march, "They are restricted from the avenue. but went ont, who had within him more stirring snb-Hed the melancholy occasion which was to assemble 
directed to forin on the street west of the president'spijeets of exbilirating conscionsness than have met infithe citizens ol the District and its neighborhood, and 
square. any single bosom since WAsHINGTON was erown-Ei minute guns were fired during the morning. In en- 

All associations, fraternities, &c. are requested#ed with wreaths as he came hack from Yorktown, tire consonance with those inournful sounds was the 
to assemble and form on the noith side of Pennsyl-swas, on Wednesday last, within one month, “onefiaspeet of the whole city, as well its dwellings as its 
vania avenue, the right resting on the square wes! pu month," borne along that same e:owdedf population. The buildings on each side of the en- 
of the presidents house, at 9 o'clock. A. M. when,[Pavenue—ciowded, not as belore with a nM length of the Pennsylvania avenue, with searce- 

4 


by reporting themselves to the marshal, their ce-Hpeople gathered from every quarter of the countey,ply an exception, and many houses on the contigu- 
spective positions will he assigned them. Such so-Ebut. with sincecely sorrowing multitudes followingpous streets, were hung with frstoons and streamers 
eietics will appoint maishals foc their own particu-glhis bier, As the shouts whieh then vent the aiiķof black, not only about the signs and entrances, 
Jar service on foot, were the tree spontaneous expression of the loveisbnt in many eases from all the npper stories. Al- 
It is respectfully requested that none will violatef/and joy of freemen, delighting to confer their high-Minost every private dwelling had crape upon the 
these rules, adopted froin necessity, est honors on one whom they believed to haveknocker and bell-handle of itsdoor, and many of the 
The following gentlemen will be respected as as-pirichly deserved them, so, now, the tears which felipvery humblest abodes hung out some spontaneons 
sistant marshals, and will be on horseback with ap-filroin the eyes of woman, the sighs and looks offisignal of the general sorrow. The stores, and 
propriate badges. ‘They will assemble at the presi- Fuvief of gray-headed men, the general, universal? places of business, even such as are too frequently 
dent's honse at 8 o'clock. Maspeet of public sorrow, were the unbonght, the&iseen open on the Sabbath, were all closed. Every 
W. B. Randolph, Joseph TH Bradley, J. M. Cutts, E nnpurchasable tribute ofa bereaved people to pub-f thing like business seemed to have been forgotten, 
J. C. Stull, Henry May, George Mason Graham, lie virtue and devoted patriotism, This was not thePand all minds to be occupied with the purpose of 
Wm. D. Nuit, Thomas Woodward, W. B. Magu Ñ momentary gush of felings wrought upon by the! the day. 
dec, Richard Wallach, John Tayloe, M. C. Ewing. pomp and circumstance of a funeral procession. 118) The rail road cars approaching the city were 
George Graham, Robert Lawrence, Seth Ilyatt,Qwas not the sable car, the nodding plumes, the crowded to exccss, althoneh the trains were doub- 
Thomas Alten, Walter Lenox, Win. A. Williams [slow and mournful array—it was the event itself —5 led, and a large portion of the passengers stood up, 
M. Zantzinger, Noble Young, R. S. Chew, S. Lau-Ltlie loss of such a man, at such a time, which diew liom necessity, the entire way from Baltimore 
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hither. The steamboats brought crawds of people: black. The effeet was very fine. The contrast of {above instanees, in the feeling of respect due to the 
from Alexandria, and the individuals entering tlieztliis stowly-moving body of white and black, sot memory of the honored dead. 
city froin the adjacent country on horseback and in *opposite to the strong eolors of the military around !/ 


vehicles of every description seemed to be more-it, struck the eve even from the greatest distance, | 4 THE NEW PRESIDENT. 
numerous than even on the occasion of the late;;and gave a chilling warning beforehand that the? By the extraordinary despatch nsed in sending 
inauguration. The great point of attraction was the} corpse was drawing nigh. ithe official intelligence to the VICE PRESIDENT, at 


presidents mansion. Towards that all steps, alls; The entire procession occupied two full miles ing{Wilhamsburs, a similar despatch by him in re- 
thoughts, were tending. There lay the ropy, elos-length, and was marshaled on its way by offiers onipairing to the seat of government, JOHN Tyra, 
ed in its leaden hearse, and covered with its solemn“ horseback carrying white batons with black tassels.fyaow president of the United States, arrived in 
pall, seated in that deep repose which nothing shall! The utmost order prevailed throughout; and, consi- Washington on Tuesday morning the 6th inst. at 4 
heak but the archangel’s tramp. ft lay on a biersidering the very great eancourse of peaple pollo E and took lodgings at Brown’s hotel. 
jn the east room, (au occupation how different tromgthe silence preserved during the whole eourse of the” At 12 o'clock, all the heads of departments, ex- 
its wont!) and ladies were admitted all the morn-; march was very impressive. cept the seeretary of the navy, (who has not yet 
ing, who heaped upon the coffin offerings of thet] Before the body was moved from the presidential ‘returned to the eity from his visit to his family), 
most beautiful flowers. The northern portico ot mansion, religious services were conducted in pre- {waited upon him, to pay him their official and per- 
the mansion was hung with long banners of black,{gsence of the PagstpENT of the Umited States and:isonal respects. They were received wilh all the 
extending from coluinn tocolumn. The iron gatesj;ex-president Apams, the members of the late and zjpoliteness and kindness which characterise the new 
of the enclosure in front were closed, save whenji present eabinets, the foreign ministers, and thefipresident. He signified nis deep feeling of the 
the carriages ol the foreign ministers, members oijmonrning household, by the rev. Mr. Hawrey.;jpublic ealamity sustained by the death ol presi- 
ihe cabinet, the attending physicians, the clergys;The reverend gentleman declined making any ad-Sdent Harrison, and expressed his profound sensi- 
and some other privileged persons, were admitted, sdress apon the occasion, but, pointing to a Bible bility to the heavy responsibilities so suddenly de- 
preparatory to their taking the places assigned tlisintiand Episcopal prayer book which lay upon the table,(jvolved upon himself. He spoke of the present 
in the funeral procession. astated that they had been purehased by the deceas- {state of ihings with great coneern and seriousness, 
The military portion of it, constituting the funeral&led president immediately alter his arrival in the eity,j2and wade known his wishes that the several heads 
escort, began to form the line on the New Yorkj{and had been in daily use by hiin sinee then; cs fw departments would continue to fil! the plaees 


avenue, immediately north of the presidents house, Rithe late president bad declared to him (Mr. Haw- (which they now vespeclively oceupy, and his con- 
and a most noble and imposing appearance it pre Erzv) personally his full belief in the truth of thezjfidenee that they would afford all the aid in their 
sented. Without undertaking to give the exactpjChristian religion, and liis purpose, nad not disease fspowcr to enable him to earry on the administration 
order or all the details of the military part of the giitegvened to prevent it, to have united himself toi$of the government suceesslully. . 
procession, it mustsuíziee us for the present to statethe church nn the sueceeding Sabbath. The present then took and subscribed the 
that of volunteers, besides the Light Infantry, Na-fi On the firing of the signal gun at. the appointed &following oath of office: 

tional Blues and Columbia artillery of this city, andghour, the procession, having received into its ranked 1 do solemnly swear that I will faithfully exe- 
squadron of Potomac Dragoons froin Georgetown, {ithe funeral ear and the family mourners who lol-Ecute the office of president of the United States, 
there were present the Eagle Artillerists, EutawB lowed the remains of their relalive to the tomb, End will, to the best of my ability, preserve, pro- 
Infantry, Invincibles, Independent Greys, National! moved along Pennsylvania avenue, under the fire UE and defend the constitution of the U. States, 


Guards, Maryland Cadets and Military Assoeiation.fjminute guns near the president’s house, repeated|i April 6, 1841. JOIIN TYLER. 
of Baltimore, the Annapolis Greys, from the city offfat the eity hall on the head ot the column arriving Distater or COLUMBIA, ? s 

Annapolis, and a part of the York Riflemen and£npposite to it, and at the capitol on its reaehing the City and county of Washington, $ "* 

Washington Blues from York, Pennsylvania. Thenjwestern gate of the enclosure. Having reached 1, WrzLrAM CmaNcH, ehief judge of the circuit 
there was a battalion of United States marines, andthe capitol square, passing on tlie south side of it.fycourt of the District of Columbia, certify that the 
a division of United States light artillery, com-fgthe procession advaneed over the plains eastward sabove named Joun Tyrer personally appeared 
manded by eapt. RrNGGorr, from Fort McHenry. till it reached the space in Front of the eongression-,,0efore ine this day, and, although he deems himself 
But one of the most irapressive portions of the mili-fjal burying ground. Here the ear halted, while thequalified to perform the duties and exereise the 
tary part of the procession consisted of the dis Hline was formed by the military as they arrived, powers and ofüce of president on the death of 
mounted and mounted officers of the army, navy, Hand then passed slowly on, being saluted as it pass-E] WILLIAM Henry Harrison, late president of the 
militia and volunteers, Seldom bas there been ex-Hed with eolors lowered, the troops presenting arms,fyUnited States, withont any other oath than that 
hibited within a space so limited so many distiu-Haud the officers saluting itin military form. Having Ajwhich he has taken as vice president, yet, as doubts 
guished military men; the sight of whose well Zreached the prineipal eutrance, the ear was againjsmay arise, aud for greater eaution, took and sub- 
known figures led back our thoughts to many aBbalted; the eoffin was taken down and plaeed on jscribed the foregoing oath hefore me. 


bloody field and many an ensanguined sea, on whichiathe shoulders of the bearers; the clergy advanced,fi April 6, 1941. W. CRANCH. 

the national honor has been well aud nobly main-Band the rev. Mr. Hawrxr, reciting the solemn fu-} From the American Sentinel. 

tained. neral service of the Episcopal liturgy, the proeession In consequence of the lamented decease of the 
The eivie partof the procession was not less advanced down the principal avenue of the ceine-{ilate president of the United States, the duties and 


responsibilities of that high office will devolve on 
the vice president, JoHN TYLER, for the residue 
ol the terin for which gen. Harrtson was eleeted, 
Zin pursuance of the first section of the second arti- 
icle of the constitulion of the United States, which 


striking than the military. It embraeed the muniei-Etry until it reached the receiving vault, where af: 
pal officers of the Distitet, the clergy of all deno-Kspace bad Leen kept open by sentries under arms, 
minations, the judiciary, and executive officers ofgand where a hallow square being formed, the eof- 
the government, ineluding the president of the U Eün was lowered into the vault. A signal being 
States and the heads af departments, the ex-mem-fiven te the troops outside, the battalion of light 
bers of the late cabinet now in the eity, the eomp-Barüllery, who were placed on an adjoining erni- iprovides, that— 

trollers, auditors and commissioners, treasurer, re-Einence, fired a salute, whieh was immediately fol-Ẹ “In ease of the removal of the president from 
gister, &c, with a wu-nerons column of clerks ingilawed by the several military bodies in line, whol ofce, or of his death, resignation, or inability to 
the several departinents. Sueh members of bothficommeneed bring from the Jett to the right, andEdischarge the powers and duties of the said office, 
houses of congress as are in the city also attended, continued the salute till it had thriee gone up theEthe same shall devolve on the viee president, and 
aud ex-president ApAms in his place. Next fol-E whole line. ‘the congress may by law provide for the case of 
lowed offieers and soldiers who had served underk] The procession then resumed its march, and re-&;removal, death, resignation, or inability, both of the 
gen. Haaarson in the late war. Another divisioni turned by the same route to the city, where theEpresident aud vice, declaring what offieer sball 
of the procession consisted of publie societies andfjtroops were dismissed, and the citizens retired fn act as president, and surh officer shall act ae- 


associations, preceded by their banners, and wear-iitheir severa! abodes. By five o'eloek, nothing re-Ecordingly, until the disability be removed ar a pre- 
ing their respective badzes—aimong whom we no- mained but empty streets and the emblems of inourn-B;sident shali be elected.” 3 
ticed the society of Odd-Fellows, very richly at-Ging upon tbe houses, and the still deeper gloom, To meet snme inquiries which have been made 
tired, the Washington Catholie Temperance assofiwhieh oppressed the general mind with renewed&of us, we subjoin the ninth and tenth sections of 
ciation, with their white banner displaying the power alter all was over, and the sense of the pnb f the act of congress, of the frst of March, 1792, 
cross which is the symbol of their faith, the Typo-Eüc bereavement alone was left to fill the thonghts. i which. designate the person who shall perform the 
graphical society, several schools and lyceuins.g7 The following gentlemen, as PALL-EEARE&S,E ties of president ina ease ol a vaeaney in the 
and, to close all, the different fire eompanies of the} were designated to represent the several states andkivifices of. president and vice „president, and pro- 
District, in their showy and picturesque uniforms#territories whieh we.e attached to (heir names at thegvide for the election of a presiceot and vice presi- 
of cloaks, bats, and accoutrements, and with ap féluneral of the late PRESIDENT: £ lentin such an event. E d 
propriate ensigns. R. Cutts, esq. for. Maiue gin. J.B. Moore, for N. H. Sec. 9. In ease of a removal, death, resignation, 
The lousie was excellent; several! fine bandsH Hon. C. Cushing, Mass RM. St. C. Clike, esq. R. f. bor. inability both of the president aod vice presi- 
playing mournful airs, giving place, from time toS W. B. Floyd, esq. Coan.plion. Hiland Hall, VrH ient of the United States, the president of the se- 
time, to the mnfflsd drums of the military, beatings) Cea Jobn Granger, N Y. Von.G.C. Washington, N. Jifaale pro tempore, and, in ease there shall be no 
slow marehes. t . Wilin.s esq. Pean§lton. A. Naudain, Del. resident of the senate, the speaker of the honse of 
But the object of chief interest, and one which, pays Hoffman, esq. Md § Major Camp, Va. Erepresentazives for the time being, shall aet as pre- 
as it passed, hushed every other sound, and caused Ton. E. D. White, N. C. Jolin Carter, ee o sident of the United States, until the disability be 
r p Gen. D. L. Chnch, Geo BTh. Crittenden, esq. Ky. - a M 
many a tear to fall, was YO ES Ten Bur Gralians Chio k removed, or a president shall be elected, 

M THE FUNERAL CAR M. Darald, esq. La fGen. Robert Hanna, Ind. Sec. 10. Whenever the offices of president and 
containing the body of the deceased president. Itf Ander’n Miller, esq. Miss ÑD. G. Garnsey, esq. Ll. fvice president shall both become vaeant, the seere- 
was of large ditaensions, in form an oblong plat-Z Dr. Perrine, Ala. Major Russcll, Mo.ftary of state shall forthwith cause a notification to 
form, on whieh was a raised dais, the whole eover-f A. W. Lyon, esq. — Ark.BGen. Howard, Micli.Fibe made to the executive of every state, and pub- 
ed with black velvet. From the cornice of the Hon. J. D. Duy, Wisk Bion. C Downing, Florida. glishei in at least one of the newspapers printed in 
platform fell a black velvet curtain outside of ca T W. B. Carter, Iowa QR. Smith, esq. D. of Col.Peach state, specifying that electors of the president 


1 


wheels to within a few inehes of the ground. From} The ex-members of the cabinet of the late admi- and of vice president of the United States shall be 
the corners of the car a black erape festoon wasSuistratiun, now in this city, were invited, and all3appointed nr ehosen in tbe several states, within 
formed on all sides, looped in the centre by a fune-B attended the funeral of gen. HARarson. fitity-foor days preceding the first Wednesday in 
ral wreath. On the coffin lay the sword of justieet] From the legislature of PENNSYLVANIA, in ses- c December next ensuing, if there shall be the space 
and the sword of state, surmounted by the scroll offsinn, a joint committee of both houses arrived in thisFof two months between sueh date and such Wed- 
the coustitution, bound together by a funeral wreathicity on Wednesday morning, and truly represented nesday, and of the term for which the president 
formed of the yew and the cypress, The car was ‘ithe feeling of that great state on this melancholy oe- Hand viee president last in office were elected shall 
drawn by six white horses, having at the head of&casion. not expire on the third day of Mareh next ensuing, 
each a colored groom, dressed in white, with white! There is something touching and morally beauti- he shall specily in the aotification that the eleetors 
turban and sash, and supported by pall. bearers ini ful in the merging of all party distinctions, in the£shall be appointed or chosen within tbirty-four 
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says preceding the first Wednesday in Decemberingrequire him to do so promptly. But we think as McLzron. An attempt was lately made to ena- 
the year next ensuing, within which time the elec-# very dangerons example may be set, if the secfeta-Éble McLeod to escape from jail, Alter the exit of 


tors sliall be appointed or chosen; and they shall ineetiéries of general Harrison atteinpl any measures ofa visitor, there was found concealed in the prisoner’s 
and give their votes on such Wednesday.” government, or if Mr. Tyler recognises them as#hed, a small saw, two smal} files, two chisels, a 


» 


From the Pennsylvanian. pofficers lor any purpose whatever, until he has re-[ watch main spring straightened, and teeth bled in 

The death of the president will call into applica-E2ppointed thera, As to all political usurpations, wegit like a saw, and fitted with a string or bow, in or- 
States for the first time. [t is an event in many ol Eprneiptis." z dow without making a noise. 
its aspects, of serious importance; aud in none moreff Mr. Tyler, although certainly not one whom the — 
than in the new test or trial to which it subjects the ripeopte of the United States ever intended to make HISTORICAL REMINISCENCES. 
ther the contingency has been sufficieutly guardedMWith the constitution. His position must be uncx- Charles S. Todd, of Kentucky, has been designated 
against by the fraraers of our fundamental law, will pected and embarrassing; and he is fairly entitlede by the president lor a foreign mission, sowe of the 
soon be ascertained. We anticipate no difficulty: §'0 generous treatment Irom his political adversaries, 5newspapers have asked who eol. Todd is. Those 
posed of in the spirit of candor and forbearance, so¥jzovernor of Virginia, and as the representative ofpthe war of 1812, and even tothe later period of Mr. 
that the great instrument of our national anion may filhat commonwealth in the senate of the United ; Monroe's administration, would need no one to tell 
be maintained inviolate, and that a precedent equai-fyStates he has shewn ability enough for any station. them who this gentleman is; but, for the informa- 
We extract such passages as seem to ns applicablegito the emergency. Let him not be softly deluded men and things of the periods Jo which we refer, we 
to the emergency, in order to state a lew of the py ue ae Rae peer acd re he may cotch the copy from the National Intelligencer of April 13, 
conclusions deducible {rom them: Emantle af Elisha; but put on his own vestments,E : 

Riake his own attitude, and steer his own course. , "Cul. C. S. Todd, late charge d'affaires of the 
ower shall be vested in a president of the Uritedli ^, - A J y United States to the governinent of Colombia, ar- 
tates of America, He shall hold his office daring Which first made him popular in tbe ancient domi- 

the term of four years, and, together wilh the vice > 
president, chosen for the sume leri, be elected as fol- 

Same article and section. **Clause 6. In caseg 
of the removal of ihe president from office, or of hisp - A 5 
death, resignation or inabilily to discharge the powers From the New York American. 

d dulies of the suid office, the same shall devolve : > i zoe ead : ; : 
a ee TE T S proe may, by law, ihe cabinet officers will resign. - Not so. This legal PUE n by ne meaner UE he has dis- 
provide for the case of removal, death, resignation e practice in monarchies, where ininisters are theficharged liis duties whilst abroad. 

laiinz what officer shall then act as president Dj" ?"ls of the people, and commissioned by the con-Ethis moment spoken of for a distinguished post 
T aa E shall act accordingly, ant the dis-*ent of the senate to offices created by law. pjabroad to revive the above notice of him, which 
ability be removed, or a president shall be elected.’ £i 

McLean, the postmaster general, Mr. Southard, se- 

sident shall, al slated limes, receive for his services di s JE myy oand Mr. Wirt the attorney L Todd. i interesih à l 
compensation which shail neither be increased nor di- Heneral, retained their commissions without anygeol. Todd, it may interest those nnacquainted with 
inished duri e peri hich he shall have : 4 d : 
uum pM MO er E The same course will doubtless be pursued now. was a son of judge Todd, of the supreme court of 
D [21 ] > z. P r: in 
execution of his office, he shall take the following pithe United States; was a graduate of William and 
oath or affirmation: “J do solemnly swear (or afirm) APPOINTMENT BY THE PRESIDENT. Walter 3 ; 

i) faithfull Sait ;sid. AP orw . of Pitts z “held, Connecticut; entered the late war as a volun- 
that I will fuithfully execute the office of president ore Forward, esq. of Pittsburg, has been appointed, bY Meer subalteru from Kentucky, in 1812; in 1813 was 
preerie. protect and defend the constitution of thepiMr. F. has accepted the appointment. preade a capiun im ihe iaki eee 
United States. E Meu É : 

" n a Ü $ Ein 1514, he was assistant inspector general and act- 

Same article, section 3. “He (the president). Treasury cincunar. To disbursing agentsfing adjutant general to Harrison and McArthur; in 
SHAME Tal 08 Ou. etl dhe piers ep ihe Gated By ips accounts are rendered to the first and fifth13815 he was inspector general of the eighth milita- 

: : ted auditors, 
t 
States,” r | Harri devol Bd Treasury department, Hehe had rendered the most important services from 

Ist. The death of general Harrison devolves Comptroller’s office, March 30, 1841. the opening of the campaign, and was particularly 

: z qdistinguished in the pursuit of Proctor." He and 
aig duties of the presidency. ; vm Maccount of disbursements for the eurrent quarter as 

2nd. Mr, Tyler will continue a NE ee e eo" alter its close as practicable; and in so doing, B loned his carriage and sword, which became their 
during the lerm of four years for which generalBivog will present with and refer to in your account@prize. No more beautiful eulogium could have 

d E mer two abstracts, one referring to vouchers lor pay-Ebeen pronounced upon an officer than gen. Harri- 
contemplated no special election for a president, gments made for demands whieh accrued prior to tlie [son's declaration to a distinguished member of the 
2 Mosq par ouis D mith instant, the other tothose subsequent thereto —Bzoverninent, “that he (col. Todd) was equal in 
died or became ma EROR ME or uh " ui: Horavery and superior in intelligence to any officer 
contingency, and in pursuance o econ Wahonalsyour hands on the 4th iustant, 
provision, congress legislated in 1792, desiznating Subsequent quarterly accounts are to be render-B 
i Red as required above, should they embrace pay-B Carrarn CuarLEs W. Morgan. There was no 
there shull x s president of ES nm theBl ments ior demands which accrued prior to the 4ihgbraver or worthier man awong the nine officers 
speaker of the house of representalwes, for the timeÑinstant. Rho were recently presented with swords of honor 


tion certain parts of the constitution of the United{zcannot too serupulously regard the maxiro, “obsta der to enable the prisoner to cut the bars at his wiu- 
established organization of our government. Whe-fitheir chiel magistrate, has become so in conformity Cou. Topp. In reference to a rumor that col. 
but should any arise, we trust that it will be dis-fas well as the best assistance of his friends, Asfwhose recollection ot public allairs extend back to 
ty wise, just and safe may be set for our posterity. Let him take his own stand with a frankness suited stion of younger politicians, less familiar with the 
: 31824, the following paragraph: 
e i 2 S e i 
Aur MEAE T Clase d. Phe execu ye iLet bin bring into action the democratic principles 
lows,” &c. 
BH THE cAmiNET. Some intimations are made thatgin the eyes of those who have had an opportunity 
or inability, both of the president and vice president, AFiug’s servants. In our republic they are the ser-g We have thought it due fo a gentleman who ia at 
When J. Q. Adams succeeded Mr. Monroe, Mr. 
S i tion. * se 7. Lhe pre- : E 
d mU uH pbent than mere party subserviency. In regaid to 
Euew appointment, or intermediate resignation. {his history to add that lie was born in Kentucky; 
been elected.” Clause 8. Before he enters on thep 
E Mary college; was educated for the law at Litch- 
the United States, and will, to the best of my abilily, Bthe presideut, first comptroller of the treasury.— 
camp to gen. Harrison at the battle of the Thames; 
shall take eare that the laws be faithfully executed, 
$ sry district, Gen, Harrison said in his report, that 
bl 
upon Johu Tyler, the vice president, the powers Sim: You are hereby required to render your 
Hcol. Wood pressed Proctor so closely that he aban- 
Harrison was elected. The constitution obviously H 
E 
except when BOTH the president and vice president E 
You will, in all cases, report the amount of funds ink 
; of his rank iu the army.” 
the “president uf the senate pro tempore, and in case Bod H 
being.” This case bas not arisen, and welhopeB Yon will be governed by the above, in lieu of the oy the state of Virginia, than captain Charles W, 


never will arise. Eicircular of the 22d inst." Ver 1: : f J.8 
À à : A A 2 : y respectfully, yourB Morgan, of the U.S. navy. We recollect an anec- 
3d. During the residue of the term of four years E.ibqt serv’t, J. N. BARKER, comptroller, dote of his gallantry during the late war, related to 
for which general Harrison was elected, the otee 5 £ 


E 


$ 
$ 


YAN ` : A Ejus by a fiend, and which we believe is not general- 
ol vice president remains virtually vacant. i P Biv known EN. Y. Times 
Ath, Clothed with ‘the powers and duties," Mr. Ñ Cnoctaw RESERVATIONS, Notice to purchasers B - - SE ER NA 
; 1 à deat reservalions under bes 10ih ari H At the commencement of the war the now silver 
Tyler is obviously entitled to the salary, of a presi go! reservi nder ihe 19th article and snpple-B, 5. m : m E 
dent which by a law of the 18th of February, 1793, fgraent ot Choctaw treaty ol 1830. praire veteran wan o v mid Hibma Ra 
was fixed to be “at the rate of $25,000 perannum, fi The office (at Columbus, Mississippi) of com-{ pehed p ennon ana i m p Pie: 
x Wu uA PU TR IET LS be. inissioner to examine and report on the above classe Ui I. the celebrated action with the Guerriere. 
with the use of. L re and. other effect Bros : i BOn that memorable occasion lie performed t 
longing to the United’ States, to be paid quarter year- Claitns has been discontinued by direction of thu nc pcd s g 1 i $ anac 
i ^i Hed E B-ecretary of war. Deeds, or other papers Sauce ye most jeroic daring. oon alter the com- 
y at ine treasury. : A : : : S Einence.oent of the battle, both vessels became en- 
h tituli warih a ns with them, which require the action of the exe-B DR E SUE us 

5th. As the constitution preserihes a special itive, will be t : ; : By eloped in a heavy cloud ol smoke, fram the inces- 

one taken asident, belare he entera on on uve» WIN be ranstnitled to the secretary of war, B. DAD T 3 
th uti th z as at 1; the takin * of thisk or to the office of the commissioner of [ndian affairs Rant cannonade, so that it was iropossible to dis- 

e execution of his office, and as the taking 4 TT SA "M'inguish ci à eek of i 

E tion : i i ue T ea T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD. j'inguish cither Irom the deck of the other, At this 
oa 3 gor i. n an pM ee i Y er erod dM Office Indiun affairs, March 30, 1841 Fperiod, young Morgan respectfully suggested to 
go through the form of inauguration, and may then, B E i ai £ Pcommodore Hull thata man should be sent alolt, 
as is usual, communicate to his fellow citizens, by} where the smoke was not so densely packed, in 
an address, the principles upon which he intends tof ANOTHER OUTRAGE by A DBniTIsH. cruiser. order to ascertain the position of the Guerriete, and 
administer the government. The Salem, Mass, Register says, that “letters haveBdireet the men how to point the guns. 

6th, Acting as president, Mr. Tyler, must re-ap-Bbeen reccived trom the brig Richmond, Bates, of The commodore declined to send any man on a 
point and recommission the incumbents of those of-pthis port, which state that this vessel had been over-Bseivice sa desperate. Young Morgan immediately 
fices held at the pleasure of the executive, except “penta hy a British cruiser. The Richmond wasẸẹvoluntecsed, ran up the shrouds, and in a few imo- 
where the law authorises them ta continue for somefjon her passage from Salem to St, [i lena, and thence &inents was directing the men, at the guns, from 
unfinished term or until successors be appointed. flo Mozambique; anda few weeks before her arrival Bamidst a shower of halls, Ilis clothes were cut in 
There 18 therefore, as we conceive, at this moment, Bat St. Helens, when off the Island of St. Thomas ong half a dozen places, aud he received one or two 
in striclness, NO CABINET; rip heads of departments wlhe coast of Aliica, she was brought to by a Britishslight wounds while in this perilous position, When 
holding hy subsisting commissions:—their com- mig ol war, (the Persian, our inlormant thinks), Pthe British higate surrendered, her commander in- 
missions expired with the president who gave them: ghee juveices and other papers were demanded audi quired of commodore Hull, whether this was a real 
and the several secretaries, and postiuaster. general gexamined, aud she was finally sulfered to proceed iran who had been stationed in the shrouds of the 
stiould forbear a official act of moment, "ntl iul: Yon her voyage, notbing heing found to justify a sei- Constitution. “Yes,” waa the reply, “why do you 
ly empowered. Mr. Tyler, lias cleaily the righttogzure. Hias is the fifth Salam vessel that had been Bask” “because”? said Daeres, ‘we have been firing at 

; | AN SEES RU. paS E 

make his own cabinet, and the public exigenciesgscarched by English ertusers within a few months,” ý him for this half hour; he must have a charmed lile.” 
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DL T TS DE Sa A i aL. corr Medi mr 
THE ARMY. & Markets. The news from England has had bufEbeen disappointed so far as a steady and infle xibte 
General Scott and one of his aids, captain An-; litte effect here. The holders of cotton are encou-gudherence to democratic measures sid men was n 
derson, arrived in this city by the Swiftsure coach,) raged by the uews from England, and the hoki apated. And, when it is remembered, (uM 
on Monday evening. Their stay was at the Eagle{ of tea choose not to sell unless upon advanced rat ing the long period that 1. have been in the publie 
hotel until the next morning, when they took their The stock market declined atnfle. U. States banks service, occasions have been trequeut, to try the 
departure for the Niagara frontier in the regular& brought 183. [Cor. Nat. Intel. souls of those who maintain the political doctrines 
mail coach. The generals lace is yet somewhat NEW JERSEY. to which it is well understood I am forever devoted 
discolored by the bruises he received by falling ou The experiment of smelting native iron ore with it must be conceded, that I have very good reason 
the ice, while crossing the Hudson at Albany—or, "anthracite coal, has been successfully practised atf indeed, to offer the homage of a grateful heart to 
we might say he carries demonstrable evidence off the Stanhope iron works, in Sussex county. jthat patriotic and noble people, who have allowed 
the necessity of a bridge at that place—testimony@ PENNSYLVANIA. Eme to escape without censure. With my whole 
which would have been too deatly bought by ihe The U. S. bank meeting. The Pennsylvanian of sheart I thank you. 
nation bad it cost, as it came near doing, his valna-E'the 6th inst. publishes the account of the meeting of From, that retirement to which I go, I shall look. 
ble life. [Rochester Democrat. Ethe stockholders of the United States bank, held infiwith deep anxiety, on the progress of that mighty 


St. Augustine, April 1, 1841. A letter received£ Philadelphia on Monday last, and says: **T his mect-j:contest for popular s ighty, in whi i 
ee ine depu Toes oe elp nday last, and say or popular sovereighty, in which, I most 


20 Bing was characterised by the most intense exvite-Hlonestly believe, my political associates are engag- 
presses the opinion that there will not be another? ment. A degree of earnestness and determinationjied, and stand prepared to give aid to the mond 
gun fired by the Indians in Florida, God grantB was exhibited such as is rarely met with. Nothing? cause, whenever called on by my fellow ITE 
that it may prove correct; but we can scarcely relyB would be listened to, but what was clearly to theEand, when that aid can be rendered, consistently 
upon it as yet. main purpose. The report ol the committee alone 3 witli my desire to bestow more attention than I have 
pwas demanded, and previons efforts at speaking 
THE NAVY. — Fere not allowed to proceed even far enongh to de- 
The New York American contains extracts fromfivetop their purpose. The report was indeed an 
a letter, written by Maxwell Woodhull, acting mas-Eyanportant document, and the community have 


ter of the United States schooner Dolphin, speak-Ei abundant cause to look eagerly for its printed pub- 


sheretolore done, to iny own neglected personal con- 
cerns. _ With the highest respect, I am, your fel- 
low citizen, Francis Tuomas, 


i 


, Hon; Soloman Hillen, jr. It will be seen by the 

t ‘ i aban “folowing letter that this gentleman decli aj 

ing of the success of tbe expedition, against theEtieation, which was ordered for Thursday, at theja candidate for SEceleri in SUE 

native kings and pirates, on the coast of Africa. S adjourned meeting. Its disclosures are startling — To the voters of the Ath congressional district. Fel- 

Sm this RES i appears un ne Dolphin PA they lay open systems of operation well caleulat- Pow citizens: Ina few weeks you will be called np- 
rampus, worked their way amidst very many ob-Ẹed toastound, and tbe elucidations thus given, will to elect ives 

stacles, up to the narrow river Nunez to the town} : Wo re ne cue CL 


r : ie n I à WDE probably not only throw light upon mismangeoientsÉ;ress, From the numerous SH i Em 
Wilkedi, the principal place or capital of the kingt connected with banking, but perhaps likewise fur Enends: as to my disposition URL iguin m 
of Scharah, a potentate, who some time since con-Finish materials for the proper nnderstanding of pos: fire-election, it becomes my duly, publicly, to an 
ceived he might plander American , vessels audfisares in political history. The report occupied abontl5nouncee, that my name will not bé presented to ihe 
abuse and ill-treat their CIE Y with impunity. Han hour in the reading, and was beard in deep silence jommating convention. This determination was 
Fo punish "ps worthy was the PE of the eX-Éexcept when exclamations of indignation broke pirepeatedly avowed, immediately after the close of 
D ar T a out Ey a üpp forth involantarly.” " jthe last congressional contest; and, I hope, it will 
(hys uet AIT Hes the Dolphin and GrampusB The Public Ledger also says: “It being an ad-Enot be considered presumptuous, respectfully to 
took a position in which they could soon have re-Ejourned meeting, the chairman of the former meet-Elecline the honor of a nomination, hy anticipating a 
duced the place to ashes. Satisfaction was de-Ping, Mr. Breck, ocevpied the chair, and called thes renewal of that kindness which I have already ex- 
perienced. My object is to wilhdraw my name 


manded, and alter some boasting and bragging onftassemblage to order. Some considerable confusion 


the part of his sable majesty, it appears he complied§!and noise ensued on the motion to read the report, E from public consideration, the result of whieh will 
with all the demands made on the part of our go Band, on captain Stockton attempting to speak, theP be the selection of another more deceiving Gone 
vernment, and the two vessels safcly descended theẸ excitement broke forth in bisses and obstreperousé(avor, but with whom I shall claim een a a 
Nunez, and arrived all well, at Sierra Leone. The#lclamor, so much so that he was compelled to desist.Elity in gratitnde for the unmerited ive eil 
river Nunez is so little know n, that on the best withont having concluded his remarks. The object,Ehavine ocenpied, hy virtue of your suffiages, a seat 
maps we dn net find the name of a single town laidBas far as we could gather it from what he did say $in Merona of the nation. Respectfully, E 
Sor. II rrrEN, JR. 


down. " H E was that he desired, or that he hoped, the reporti 

The pirates on ihe river had, however, madeB would not be personal. Ñ Baltimore, March 29th, 1941. 
themselves so notorious and offensive, that our go E The indignation on change, after the reading off] Chesapeake and Ohio canal. The provisions of 
vernment deemed it of importance to put an end toBthe report, towaids those now and recently connect-Bihe bill in favor of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal 
their depredations, and we are happy to hear thatBled with the institution, was greater than we ever£compauy, are substantially as follows: 


eaplain Bell has so successtully and neritoriously Buefore witnessed among those characterised as the That the bonds of the state are not fo be sold nn- 
ellected the objects of the expedition. Eder par; that until they can be sold the company 


: gb. , . Btriends of the bank, and as one of the consequences, 
Steam frigate Mississippi. We find in the Phila Bit may be noted that the stuck fell off 24 per cent. Éinay issue its notes or order formed on the bonds, of 
Eany denomination not under one dollar, and payable 


delphia Gazette e crip uon of the national steam] 73 Gettysburg contractars. The Harrisburg In- 
frigate now building at the navy yard in that city hy the treasurer ont of the proceeus of tlie bonds; 
and that the Jaw is not to operate until contracts 


s : |tellizencer of Tuesday says:—We are truly gratified 
Her dimensions are, length 218 feet, breadth 40H ii^ i : T 2 Es 
feet, depth 234 feet AS pee 184 feet, and with the action of the house on yesterday, in rela-§ i 
"CDD eed 3 j P 3 Etion to the bill granting relief to those contractorsgshall have been made by the company and approved 
on the Gettysburg rail road, who have since 1839, by the treasurer, by which the work will be secur- 


2 5 

her tonnage about 2,000 tons. The cylinders of herB 
engines are each 75 inches in diameter and 7 feet heen kept out of a large amount of money, which isEed to be performed for the two millions. Tere are 
Ec He pe bp sd d UR RB ùonestly due them. biwo futher conditions which are to be fulfilled be- 
aa ae sopp Ha Ua MU a uus Cumberland, Perry and Juniata, A special elec-[. fore the law is to have effect: 1. T he four mining 
porc Am E Mer Bion fora member of congress, is ordered in thatgcompanies of Jennings aud Braddock’s runs, are to 
Phe POE. a ae to à pressure of 80 lbs, perplistrict on the 4th of May, in the place of Mr.B*!Ve vond. D DUM be approved by the trea- 
uare inch above the atmosphere, and intended tog Ramsey. pud e EAS EOD 
a ea Pe nol pen s Tui Po mines hus cana ie time the canal shall 
cascal All WS mori and fitted as E frigate, andf] Congressional election. The governor has isse AP p du e EE 
armed with 10 guns—two 10 inch long guns, andgtis proclamation calling a special election, on thep iv. bond with security to be a rover Ct dhe ines 
ight 42 d " Bib of May next, for members of congress to re-B^ 5 à Up y rea- 
"8 V del E resent (bis state at the extra session "which will peurer popa scm annuae teat 
STATES OF THE UNION. Women on the 31st proxiino. à gp x months Mom (he lime ol com user 

NEW YORK. E 


E - .Eto Cumberland, the sum of two hundied thousand 
NIE n ction of dhe: day m: Hon. Francis Thomas. This gentleman, who has} dollars. They will be allowed in tolls that amount 
5 3 


for ten snecessive years done good service in theg, NS : 2 we 
this state 1s, how lar and bow fast, she can carry onfcause af the count:y and the great principles of de- ges ME a PU UAL ea 
her great system of internal improvements, Thatfjmocracy, declines being a candidate Jor congress. yo oy cess. ? pay 
the system should not, and will not, be abandoned. H The Frederick Citizen saysi—" We part with hime Sn ist T f the bill dir : 
js certain. The remaining question, then is—theB he last provision of the bill directs proceedings 


E ith regret, aud in the name of his constituency,§ 4o om | 
sole one indeed—as to the degree of despatch withB whose sentiments towards him are so. well under. Ẹ for foreclosing the mortgage of tlie state on the ca- 


which we should proceed. Mr. Sibley is for theBstood. return bim our cordial thanks for liis gene-§ 1 : A i 
Jestina lente, or make-haste-slowly policy, but is aslirous d- votion to onr best political interests, inade,B General tux bill. We have received a copy of 
decided as any man for going ahead. as it has been, at the expense of mach personal loss E!he tax bill as it bas just passed the legislature, 

The Albany bridge question. The committee ofBand inconvenience.” : Ehe following are two of the leading sections in it: 
the New York assembly on roads and bridges, alteri We are pleased to see that although Mr. Thomash Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the general assembly of 
an elaborate hearing, on the petition for a biidgzeg has withdrawn as a candidate, he still stands pre- Maryland, That all real and personal property in 
over the Hndson, at Albany, which has excited a pared to give his valuable aid to the good cause. — | this state, all ehattles, real and personal, alt goods, 
very deep interest, reported on Friday against theff _ , Frederick, March 24, 1841. fiwares and meichandises, and other stock, in trade 
project. The report was signed by four members That my fellow citizens may not act under mis fat home, or. not permanently located elsewhere, 
of the committee, one member who was in favnr offapprehensiou as to my wishes, I feel called upon tothe interest or proportion in all ships and other 
the petition being absent. In the house alter angceclare thus publicly, that I have declined becom-fivessels, whether in or out of port, owned by per- 
animated debate on a motion by Mr. Hofman toEing a candidate for re-election to congress. — Fons residents of this state, all debts secured by or 
recominit the report, with instructions to report theÑ The relation of representative and constituent. due on judgment, decree, mortgage, bund, bill of 
bill sabinitted by the petitioners for the inforinationjj having existed without interruption, for ten years, kexchange, promissory notes from solvent debtors, 
of the louse, withont intending to express any opi-Hbetween the people whom I have recently repre fi :xcept debis due for goods sold and delivered aller 
nion on the merits of the application, the motionjisented and myself, I canuot retire from their ser Bihe passage of this act, and bank notes; all stocks 
prevailed hy a vote of 74 to 34. ivice without expressing the deep and abiding grati- Er shares owned by residents of this state in any 

Albany. The legislature of New York has pass-Btude I shall forever feel, for the generons and con- ‘bank, institution or company, incorporated in any 
ed alaw to divide and equalize the wards in the city; fiding manner in which my attempts to serve my other state or territory, all debts due to residents of 
of Albany: and changing the time for holding un M have been received hy them. this stale by solvent debtois residing out of this 

E 
É 


MARYLAND. 


charter election in thal city, to the second Tuesday I am not aware, that the expectations of those tagjstate, except debts due for goods sold and delivered 
in April. whom Iam indebted for repealed elections, havegafter tle passage of this act, all investments in se- 
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cilities, or stocks of other states, made or AA MISSISSIPPI. & eturned from his expedition to the everglades, and 
vesideuts ol tnis state, all pavlic iouis and ste Rev. David O. Shattuck has been noininated as;;the prospect tor peace seems ones more encourag- 
v lialsoever, (except those created or issued by they the whig candidate for governor of Mississippi.jiing. The Indians now in Florida are estimated at 
United States), owned or held by residents of this» We have the pleasure of a personal acquaintance(.3,000 Seminoles, Mickasukies, Tallahassees and 
state, all stocks or shares in any bank, institution’ with this gentleman. He wasa few years ago, a; Creeks, who are only prevented from quarrelling 
or company, incorporated by this state, and all: travelling Methodist minister, and belonged to the jamong themselves, by their deeper batred to the 
other properly of every description whatsoever, Virginia and North Carolina conlerence, He is af white mau. 

shall be valued agreeably to the directiona of thisziman of sterling integrity, strong mind, and posses- The Savannah Republican of Monday says: The 
act, and sball be chargeable according to such va-zses great energy of character. He ia a self-made steamer generat Taylor, capt. Peek, arrived yester- 
luation with the public assessment; provided, thatzinan. He came to this atate from New England aday from Florida. A lettee statea that there were 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to au-f poor pedlar. While engaged in vending his wares £ about four hundred Indians at Tampa on the 21st 
thorise the assessiaent of or levy of, any tax upon!/he applied himself studiously to his books. Hee inst. realy for emigration, Vesaels were also in 
property belonging to the United States, to thisrisoon located, and alter having established anenviableb readiness to convey them to their new homes in 
state, or to any county or eily in this state, or to any |. charaeter for sound morality and piety, he present-:ithe west, but the commanding general was waiting 
incorporated hterary or charitable institution, coun-ed himselt as a candidate lor the ministry, was re-E'orders from Washington. 

ty schools, houses for publie woiship, huryinghveived into the Methodist connection, and labor. ji We have heen favored with the following extract 
grouuds, the crop and produce of, lands in the handsfted as a travelling preacher until the year 1828.6 f a letter, dated Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, E. F. 
of the producer, oc lis, lier or their agent, provi-E when he removed to the west. He soon wed his March 20, 1341. 

sions for the use and consumption of the person tozway to the hench in Mississippi, where he haa dis- “This afternoon I had the pleasure of seeing 
whom the same shall belong and his or her family, Etingoished himself as an able judge; and now he iSM abont 260 Indian friends, shipped tor their new 
plantation utensils, the working tools of mecha Eabout to be elevated 1o the chief inagistracy of thegi, omes in Arkansas. We have lett here now 70 or 
E30 who will follow soon, These devils have kept 


nies and manufacturers moved or worked by hand, state. 
Mus in a ferment ever since we have had charge of 


and the produce of their respective occupations Judge Shattuck presents a brilliant example of 

whilst in their possession or the possession of theii individual effort aud success, and of the beauty andar, expecting every night that they would make 

agents, wearing apparel, fish at the time fishermen excellence of our republican system, under. whichl. attempt to escape; consequently our men have 

may be employed in catching, salting and packing}: men may raise themselves by their own merits frome, been on guard every other day, which has caused a 

the same, or while they remain in their possessionfiihe humblest walks of life to the bighest stations ing) reat ee EM MER m PN 

or thal of their agents unsold, household manntac- ‘the government; and his success ought to atimnlateB no ERR ID. Ics BR POS IBIE E Mm 
sand encourage the hundreds and thousands of ourien Beara long. Nane amive eA yesterday that 


turea, judgments, bonds, mortgages, promissory j 1 c D 
notes, or other securities belonging to any bank or youth wbo are entering upon. life with no brighter sg Indians had come in at Sarra-Sota, a post 30 
¿prospects than those which dimly shone upon hiss 


other incorporated institution, the capital stock E WE : : 
whereol ia made subject to taxation by the provi-fvarly path-way, to diligent, vigorous and persever- med NUT Me 
Eus efforts. All may not attain to the highest point& Ah 5 d 1 


i is 8, wares, mer- 3 4 : : 
sions of this act, uoc to any goods, wares, mering eli à .Esome management or olher got an. interview with 
€liandises or other property belonging to persons jol eminence; yet every one can do somethiug fork 


not reedene oiis stale un the hands of factorstaimeel @antiiia country; and his motto, at Peas B (Ne celebrated chie! Hil Cat, who has been here- 


à : ME PS 24 «Q4. Btolore one of the worst ones in Florida, but has pro- 
in tliis state for sale. ought to be “PLL TRY." [Raleigh Star. H mised the colonel to come in, which every one here 


Sec. 9. dud be it enacied, That it shall be the duty posohutious, ‘The legislature of Mississippi, aflerB believes, and that he will bring his people. The 
ol the sard wssbsnbre in their Several counties anti stating the refusal by the governor ef Maine toMealonel as alec had a taie LEO Indian chief call- 


Rer Pode grot M. QUE with the requisition of the governor of Geor- ed Coah- Tuseanugce, who bas also promised to bring 
MCA UT ME RM y j s his people in—aud one other chiet.” 


ia, for the surrender of fugitives, and the refusal 

o! all the property in their respective counties andt of the governor of New Yok to comply with a si-f 3 : | 
districts, of every description whatsoever which? nilar requisition by the governor of Virginia, pro-# The editor of the Georgian has been favored with 
shall be liable to assessinent under the provisions ot ¥ seed to say : Do uu PR c A Armi- 
this aet, and to value the saine in the names of the Whereas, The offences charged against all said fu-B' ee ee po s ONE 
udi cum Bened Bie full dd jsitives from justice, was larceny in feloniously in-Bi t (pi. Ven Ln a white asd ule Wee 

ereol; and all property owned by persons residents al i g : 1 
ofthis state, and not permanently located elsewhere, slaves; and whereas, council and co-operation ol tired of the war, and wanted something to eat, for 


veigling, stealing, takioz and carrying away certaing 
within this state, shall be valued to the owner in thes) nis and all the other slaveholding states of this union PEY had nothing for three days. "o day about 
county, district and city wherein he or she may re z 


à : Ell'ortly Indians eame in from Peas creek, —making 

j A have been asked in the premises, to the end that our A 2: Su t A UNE 5 

side, and they shall apecify in their returns to bepicoimnmnon and easlariineraste may not be prejudie-p)'" all now at this post 83. Hospitaka, with three 
made as hereinalter mentioned, as far as roay beq by the action of our sister stales not interested 


Sol his warriors, have remained behind to hear trom 
practicable— 3in, but opposed to the institution of domestic slave- 
1. The names of the tracts or parcels of land orl V. there; 
ry; theretore, 


E Sam Jones and other chiefs south. They will pro- 
E hably be in, in a few days." 
other descriptions thereof owned by each individual, ~ "pe. jt resolved by the legislature of the state of _ Apalachicola, March 24. Indian emigration. The 
with the quantity of acres thereio, and value cre on That the right of executive authonty Esteamer Jas Adams, in the government service, ar- 


x 


2. The negro slaves, classifying them according #or one state to demand fagitives from justice of theEirived af this port on Munday afternoon, having on 
to their ages, as follows: the negro slaves under the a 


age of fourteen yeara, their number and agzregatc?., t ihe latter to surrender such fugitives upon the a 1 e a 
value; the male slaves Irom fourteen to Jorty live jemand, isa right secured by the terms of the fe-piwith the duty ol transporting these Indians to their 


years of age, their number and aggregate value; thee i, r1 compact, a right which cannot be denied with-pnew homes, was on board, accompanied by lieut. 
inale slave from forty-five yearsot age and upwards, Bout a palpable violation of the constitution, and af Sprague, Mr. Capers, disbursing agents, Dr. Ran- 
their number and aggregate value; the female slaves aight which no state legislatore ean annul, evade orfgall, and Mr. Cloud of the paymaster’s department. 


‘executive authority of another state, and the duty oy uE pine Bees ae pueri 


from fourteen to thirty-six yeara of age, their num- A npair. The party of Indians on board the Adams waa 


ber and aggregate value; the female slaves fromb ^ po jt further resolved, That the attempt of the go- nade up of fragments of different trihes, Tallahas- 
thirty-six years of age and upwards, their number veinoc and legislature of the state of Maine and theses Mickasukies, Seminoles, &c. Among them 
aud aggregate value. — se zovernor of New York, to evade, impair and deny fj were thirty warriors, the remainder were women 
3. Stock in trade, its general description andi. right, is deemed hy this legislature, an ontrageķHand children, The Spanish Indians captured by 
value. — E : Qo npon the chartered rights of Virginia and Georgia. pjcol- Harney, were also on board. 
4, Publie pease liable to yalo ation particu- Bird a precedent lull of danger to all the slaveholdingh From a conversation had with the officera, we 
larly specified, with their respective values, Estates. learned thata brig had sailed from "Tampa, having 
,9. Bank stocks and other stocks particularly spe Be it further resolved, That this state will makej;on board one hundred and ten, embracing Echo 
cified, with their respective values. f common eause with any of her sister states whose Emathla, the chief of the Tallahassees, with ninety 
6. Private secuiities, irghta have been or may hereafter be invaded asfiol his people; and also that one hundred and filty 


T. Live stock, {əforesaid, in any mode or measure of existence oii Were in with gen. Armistead at the time the Adams 
8. Houseliold furniture, al aggregateh i 


redress necessary for their or our protection. departed. The aspect of affairs in the east is favo- 


9. Plate, ; value of each. f] p, it further resolved, That the governor of thissrable to a close of the war. Wild Cat had gone in 
10. Gold and silver watches, | j state be requested to transinit copies of the foregoinggj!o col. Worth, at Fort Cuinroings, also Cos-a-tus- 
11. Property of'other descriptions, preamble and resolutions to the governors of theg!a-uag-gee, one of the most warlike chiefs, who 

OHIO. 


" T : V several states, > 7 4 
Legislature. This body adjourned on Monday k petal) oea oone nalor andie 


last alter a session of about. tonr mouths and at an 
expense fo the people, of some ferty or filty thou- 
sand dollars. 

All the bank projects were postponed. 

The fund counnissioners have been authorised to 
borrow money to continue the publie inprovements p 
restricting all loans to 6 per cent. except that for r " MISSOURT. " 1 
the completion of the Wabash and Erie canal, Times. Tt is stated in the St. Louis Bulletin, on 

A law lias passed reducing the salaries of engi-fjthe authority of the Paris Sentinel, that meetings? 
neers, &c, on the publie works, allowing but «prem been held in Cooper county, Missouri, for theg 


f, promisec to go ont and bring in all his party. 
presentalives in congress. 3 The Tallahassees were all in except Tigertail, 
Approved, Febuary 6, 1841. sand a little paity headed by him comprising only 
LOUISIANA gabout forty, among whom were but eighteen war- 
pana SEE Eriors, Tiger had been frequently in at Tampa ot 
b "ce uv nen Ru HO-filate, and said he was tired of fighting and wanted 


Kininated by the whigs of Louisiana, as a candidatepi;? 3 P PP MUT 
lior governor of that stale. í^to be triends with the white folks. [Journal. 


EMPTION BILL 
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 79.] 


, E Hm ` t i In senate, Weduesday, January 20, 1841. 
superintendent on the national road, as we learn jjpurpose of petitioning the executive officers of thal] Mr, HuNTINGTON said thal, before the senate 
county to resign, so as to prevent the sacrifice olg 


But 34 lawa of a general natae. were passed, a . : fadjourned last evening, he bad suggested that he 
great number of local laws, and joint resolutions,  Eproperty at publie sale for d. bts which may beẸ y ished to offer certain amendinents to the bill; and, 


j I mx [ Zuneseile Rep. — gow ing w u citiz'ns. The Bulletin Saya that aa they were now in order, he woul! proceed to 
{Catholic cathedral at Cincinnati. The Cincinnatigprobably the seareity of money was never felt so propose them. When, on a former day, he had made 
Chronicle states that bishop Purcell lias purchased seriously in that slate as at present, some remarks upon the general provisious of the 
a large lot in that city, on which are to be erceted | FLORIDA. bill, he had intimated it as his conviction that there 
anew Ronan Catholic cathedial, orphan house andi] Later accounts from Florida have been received was a majority of the senate in favor of a pre-emp- 
hospital. A church tor the accommodation of Gor. fot Savannah, Fifty-eight more Indians have come% tion system of some kind, and the votes given since 
man Catholics is also to be commenced this Season iin at Fort Fanning, and 100 more were deliberating the present bill had been under discussion ahowed 
nt Ciucinnali. kupon taking the same step. Colonel Harney had \ thal opinion to be correct; he had further observed 
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that, in his jndgment, the bill as it had heen report “and each settler shall be entitled to sp much from tion on tbe bill, and insisted that his amendment 
ed from the comnnttee on the public lands, was the contiguous vacant land as shall be sufficient lot would be preventive ot inucti fraud, and tat i went 
such a one as ought not to pass; and that he would, make up to him the fall quantity of a quarter sec-) no further than the taw ol 1533. 

when the proper opportunity should present, make: tion; but that no wilful intruder shall be entitled tog) Mr. Cray, nf Alabama, said the gentleman was 
an effort to have it amended. The senate, as Mr.rthe benefits of this provision of the law. It gives? mistaken. He supposed the law of 1838 to be the [ast 
H. understood it, had now settled certain principles: to every settler, (not a wilful intruder on the saineF pre-emption law, and that it was ouly revived in 
on the general subject; in the first place, that they quarter section), an equal right in that land, andi 1840; but the law of 1810 was supplemental, and 
would not adopt the plan of cession, as proposed by &also a right cf pre-emption to what is equivalent toj: was more liberal in its provisions than the law of 
the senator from S. Carolina, (Mr. CALHoon), anda whole quarter section, He is not inerely to havel 1535. 


again that they would not adopt the aiaendment of- “his interest in the quarter section with the rest whoi Mr. Cray, of Kentucky, said that the honorable 
fered by the senator from Kentucky, (Mr. CRIT- 


unite with bim in seizing upon it, but enough is toEsenator from Connecticut had called the attention 

TENDEN), attaching the principle of distributiongve taken from the adjoming land to make up afof the senate to the tact that a general pre emption 
to that of pre-emption; and, in the third place, that quarter section to each. Will not this prejudice thek law, retrospective in its character, had been passed 
they would not assent to the substitute proposed by E interests of the bona fide settler, and promote those in 1540, to continue for two years, thereby de- 
the senator from Vermont, (Mr. Prenriss), mak-Eof the speculator? It does not prohibit the Meme. ponstrating that there was no pressing necessity at 
ing pre-emption retrospective and nut prospective. K ment on a quarter section by more persons than one; ill for acting on the suhject of pre-emption at the 
These points he considered as now settled; and thefany number may agree to associate and unite in fix-F present session. He had risen to express his thanks 
amendment Mr. H. wished to propose would noting themselves on a single quarter section, andi;'o the senator for the amendinent he bad now pro- 
interfere at all with these decisions. ithence spread themselves over all tlie contiguous posed, and, unless gentlemen did actually intend 
There were some provisions in the bill which he lands, Will half a dozen individuals settle on ones ihat the bill should operate in a manner diferent 


Hi 


thought should not remain there, and some ue section of land, if they all intend to becomeg;trom that which it professed on its face, he hoped 


which might, with advantage, be modified, and some permanent residents on the soil. If they enter onj'the amendment wonld pass. Mr. C's objections to 
new ones which should be added, the better to se-fsthe land with a sincere desire of making theinselvesepre-emption laws were founded on the abuses to 
cure the nation and honest settlers from fiaud andEhomes in the wilderness, they will each take hisfwhich they always gave rise. They became, for 
imposition. The design of the amendments hef quarter section and begin to improve it; but, by thisfithe most part, mere instruments of speculation; the 
should offer would be to carry out the professed ob Bbill, a family may goon one, and improve it to-Epoor man, for whom they were professedly passed, 
ject of the bill, which was to give the bonest bonus gether, and then, when the time of sale comes, eachẸiderived little or no benefit from them. The henefit 
fide settler the prior right of purchase of a z: them embraced within the provisions of the biliğinured to the speculator alone. How would this bill 


section of land he had settled upon, and they went&will be entitled to a separate quarter section at thef{work in practice? A new and tertile tract ot laud 
to carry out the spirit of the pre-emption law offgovernment price. Nor is this all. If it were onlyÆliad just heen purchased from some Indian tribe. 
1838—a statute which has been continued and the&lamilies that could do this, their taking a tract to-Ẹ roin the fertility of its soil and the advantages of 
principal provisions nf which are now in force. zether might tarnish some evidence of an intentior pits situation, it offered a most inviling prospeet for 
This had not been particularly alluded to, but so isto settle permanently onthe property. But what is 5settlement. The Tudian title had been extingnish- 
the faet, We ure now under the pre-emption lawj3to prevent a company of speculators from going oupjed, but the land had not yel been surveyed. What 
of 1938; it is, with some alterations, at this hour, the land aud inhabiting it, and raising one log cabin.f;wonld be the efect? A company pf speculators 
the law of the land; it was revived in 1840, and ex-Eito furnish a shelter for (hem all, and, as soon as the would employ a number of men to go on this fresh 
tended to 1842; and the present bill is a departure pre-emption right is to be perfected, claiming, eachF:and rich land, put ap a log huilding by a spring, and 
from that law, not merely by making the systempjone, liis separate tract of land, at a dollar and athos obtain pre-emption rights to each man. The 
prospective instead of retrospective in its operation, quarter, and immediately selling it at a great profit? company would immediately purchase from them 
but by omitting important parts of that law, and al-&1 have no disposition to benefit settlers of this de Eror a trifle, and, distributing their rights on the ad- 
tering essentially some of its provisions. On whatgseriptton; and the pre-emption right should be con-# jacent land, would thus possess themselves of a 
grounds are pre-emption laws defended here, and ing fined to those, who, in good faith, make seltlementsfichoice tract ol the best land at the government 
the nation? On the two principles of public poliey& with a view of becoroing permanent residents. Andgprice. The senator from Alabama, however, haq 
and of private justice, this amendment effects this object, and therein car-Einsisted on the limitation that the settlers must take 

Is it not said to be justly due to the honest bonaziries out the principles avowed by the friends of theBitheir rights only from contiguous land; but conld any 
fide settler that he shall be protected in the enjoy-E Sill. Such was the provision of the act of 1328, aniEthinz be more vague than this? Suppose a hundred 
ment of the fruits of his indostry? Are we not tollcisuch is now the law of the land. gimen should be employed to settle, and it should be 
that if a foreigner leaves his country and comes Its provision is, that if more than one person shalif, found that they could not get their hundred quarter 
here, or one of our own citizens leaves his residence settle on a quarter section, each of the persons scEsections on land immediately adjoining that on 
in an old state aud goes on our public domain, andÉsettling shall have an equal share of the land, bntẸiwhich they set themselves down, would they uot 
erects a log cabin on it, that justice requires hefsball have no claim to any other land whatsoever&spread themselves through the township, or over 
shall be covered by a pre-emption law, and se-Éby virtue of that act, Such a bill became a law.Einto a contiguous township? for the provision of the 
cured in the possession of his land? Is uot this¥and by an act passed in 1510, it has been continnedElaw must be interpreted so as, if possible, to satisfy 
assumed every where, as the equity on which afin force two years longer. I presume the clause&the right of the party claiming under it; and if they 
pre-emption law is founded, so far as it respects was introduced expressly to guard against the evil-Ecould not lay their pre-emption on lands immediate- 
the individual? And, with regard to its publie po-Bt have mentioned. 1 am disposed to carry out thisgly contiguous, they must do the next best thing to 


licy, is it not said that such laws encourage theEpolicy. I wish to insert the guards which our pre- comply with the law, and take their lands some- 
settlement and sales of the public lands? that they 


F decessois thought proper to adopt, that they might where in the neighborhood. Such he was very con- 
raise the price of the lands, aud give an impulse to 


by the honorable senator fiom Connecticut, was in 


‘the very spirit of the arguments advanced by the 
ifriends of the bill, he trusted they would now 
demonstrate that they were not insincere in the 
grounds they had taken. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, now withdrew the call for 


Eshnt out the rich man and the speenlator, and be-grtident would be found to be the practical result of 
population, thus bringing strength to the couutry.É-tow the benefits of the bill on none but bona fide&this bill, and Mr. C. would here predict, in regard 
and adding to the public wealth? Am I not jostii-Bimprovers of the soil. 1 trust the amendment will to the preseut law, as in rezard to all other laws, so 
edin saying that these are the two principies onginot be objected to. far as they departed from our old, venerable and ex- 
which the pre-emption system is made to hinge Mr. Cray, of Alabama, said thal there were twogeellent land system, that it would redound to the 
Gentlemen may differ as to the expediency of the ways to destroy a hill; one was to vote it down, and&benefit of speculatois, As the amendment offered 
system, but its friends put it on the two grounds Ifanother was to talk it down. He regretted that the 
have stated. Ifthese be indeed the principles onẸ gentleman had not bronght forward his amendment 
which alone the bill can be defended, 1 hope its ad sooner, when the bill was in progress of amene-g 
vocates will support them, as they are assomed and% ment; but after the bill had been rendered as per- 
embodied in the amendments I shall offer, which go% tect as it conld be, a proposition had been brought 
to protect the bona fide settler, and him alone. lorward to recoinmit it with instructions, then 

With these views I offer the following amend Banother amendment had been offered to that, and the yeas and nays; but M 
ment to the bill, and ask the senate to compare itÉnow the whole ground was to be gone over again. Mr. Cray, of Kentucky, insisted on the call. 
with the bill, and judge whether it is not in accord-E What danger could reasonably be apprehended fiomB Mr. Cray, of Alabama, read to the senate a sec- 
ance with the principles on which any pre-emptionBithe section of the bill as reported by the cominittee.E'ion of the law of t840, ! : 
law can rest, and ought not therefore to he adopted.fit was rather restorative in its character, and intend- Mr. HUNTINGTON observed that the section ofthe 
Mr. H. here read the ainendment as follows: ed to refer to cases where several individuals bad&law just read bad no reference to his amendment, 
“Sec. 5. Alter the word ‘divided,’ in the thirdBsettled on tlie same tract. There might be a very Ej His design was to provide that, if a number ol per- 
line, strike out to the word ‘no,’ in the fourth line.&zood spring at a particular spot, aud half a dozen sona should agree to settle on one sinall tract, they 


have any claim, by virtue of this act, to any otherkjwater, wlile they cultivated elsewhere. Did thegquarter section of land. There was land. enough 
land; ang? ”? senator desire to confine them all to the same quarte: Ñ which might be embraced by the terin “contiguous,’ 
The bill now reads: section? The section gave them no floating claim.fi(o extend this privilege to a thonsand individuals. 
Sec. & And be it further enacted, That where#ibnt confined them to land immediately contiguous. Mr. Hussard hriefly opposed the amendment, 
two or more persons shall have settled on the samefiln this respect it was more restricted than the law and could not conceive why gentlemen should be 
quarter section, the same shall be divided betweengiot 1830, for that allowed them each a floating claim Ropposed to a provisinn, the sole object of which was 
them, and the deficiency made up to each out of theplt had been said tha! great frauds had been perpetrat-ġ lo art the land settled. . 
contiguous vacant ground; but no wilful intruder onged under cover of these floats, and the evil was not Mr. Kine, of Alabama, said he was prepared to 
the known claim of another shall be entitled to anyBcorrected by the most illiberal law congress had¥jzo as far as any gentleman in favor of the pre-emp- 
benefit under this section. ever passed. The gentleman apprehended great tion system, but he could not approve of that section 
li the amendment shall prevail, the section will&danger from speculators uniting to settle on a single zin the bill now proposed to be amended. It was 
read: Er section; but it would be most extraordinary 


and insert ‘equally between them, but neither shaliB persons might settle around it for the sake of thegishould not thereby entitle themseives, each to a 


“going back too ranch to the old system of “floa's,”’ 
“That where two or more persons shall have set-Eshould a man come all the way Irom the old alates. Sunder which frauds innumerahle had been perpetra- 
tled on the same quarter section, the same shall bessettling woods and making improvements, for the&ted and proved. The amendment was proper in 
divided equally between them, but neither shallgsake of the profit he might make on a single quarter tself, and he hoped it would be adopted withont in- 
have any claiin, by virtue of this act, to any otherEsection of land. Mr. C. adverted to the sinall profit ting on the yeas aud nays. 
land; and no wilful intrnder on the known claim offgained by the government froin the auction systein.g: ‘The call for the yeas and nays was thereupon 
another shall be cutitled to any benefit under this*and the advantage of parcelling ont the land arnong’s withdrawn, and the amendment was agreed to. a 
section.” Enumorons settlers. He demanded the yeas aud Mr. HUNTINGTON now ollered an amendmen " 

The bill in its present shape, declares that if lwog nays on the amendment. í ; Ewhieh proposed to strike ont the I E OE E 

or more persons shall settle on the same quarters’ Mr. Hunrincron repelled the idea of offering ; and insert “twenty-one, thereby confining the be- 
section, the land shall be divided between them, ¥ amendmendiments for the sake of impeding final ac-Buefits of the bill to heads of families, widows, and 
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ream. He perher, applying only to past cases, aad were@ ble senator as to the necessity of a speedy adjust- 


sinzle inen over the age of twenty : D c w d i : 
id he thought the bill in its present ton, with iis cnaeted nem time to time, as the purposes of jus-Gment of the question, he could not agree with him 
iovison [or minors, would be lighly iexpedient.züuce seemed to require, Nothing could be more just; as lo the mode of doing it, He did not think that 


Jt was ukeiy to produce one oi two evils, aud. per sihan that, if the legal owner would lay by, without3 the proposition to ceded the lands to the states in 
haps both. “It would either enconrage minors who” asserting his title, and sutier a purchaser, fora va. which they were situate would remove any of the 
were under parental government, and who had nott luable consideration, under a supposed but mistaken evils they had reason to apprehend from suffering 
the capacity in law to enter into a valid contract, K right, to expend money and labor npon his land, and: (he question to remain open and undecided. Pass- 
prematurely to leave their native home under thet hereby augment its valne, he should not be allow-[ling by all other objections to the proposition, it was 
temptation of getting a pre-emption right in the pub-jed to turn the innocent party out of possession with- enongh that the cession proposed would create the 
lic lands; or, if an individual who went upon theiout remunerating him to the extent of the real worth j relation of debtor and creditor between the new 
land was the head ofa family, and had sons overkof his improvements. Such was, in substance andpistates aud the general government; 3 relation, above 
eighteen years, instead of obtaining a single quarter&effect, the laws which had been referred to, and itall others, to be deprecated and studiously avoided. 
section—which was the benefit the bill professed to was quite a mistake to suppose that they afforded}; Besides if the new states, without a cessiou, would 
give him—he might through his sons obtain two organy countenance or support to pre-emption laws,} insist, as had been said, without even a plausible pre- 
perhaps three quarter sections more. He beheved and especially to a law like the one proposed by thisz tence of right, upon having all the lands to thein- 
that it had never before been proposed to grant tracts% bill. F selves to the exclusion of the old states, they wonld 
of the public lands to any but adults, nnless they i If, said Mr. P. there was no other objection to the be quite as likely, alter a cession, to insist, against 
were heads of families. The law of 1838, coufined? bill than the powerful temptation it held out to emi-Eright, upon keeping to themselves all ihe money 
its provisions, as to single persons, to such as were ration, that objection alone would be sufficient with which the lands produced. à 
over twenty-one years of age, and Mr. H. was fortia, Et might be well to look into the statistics ot In the opinion. of Mr. P. the only plan which 
following in the saine path. Joine of the old states, and see what had been thefgseeroed to be at the same time practicable, constitu- 
Mr. NoavELr said that he could not see any great!) progress, and what was the present state of their pa -5tional, and likely to settle the question finally and sa- 
necessity for the amendinent.orany great danger trom pniation. That would enable them to judge whe-f tislactorily, was a distribution of the proceeds of the 
the bill as it stood, because there could not be very Ether it was wise or just. by acts of legislation, toflands among the states. A division In fair and just 
nany minors in the same family, between the ages off create motives and indacements which coold not fail] proportions among all the states could not fail to com- 
13 and 21. Every body acquainted with westernfito give a new and active impulse to emigration. Hef nand general acqniescence, to secure general appro- 
habits, knew that nothiog was more common than} would ask attention to the cendition of his own state.Abation, and give general satisfaction. It would put an 
for young men to leave their homes before they were fa 1820, the population of Vermont, was over twofend at once and forever to a dangerously disturbing 
of age. ?hundred and thirty-five thonsand; in 1830, over twofiand distracting question. There would no longer ex- 
Mr. Huntineron demanded the yeas and naysjihundred and eighty thousand; and now, a little shoriliist among politicians any motive for agitation on the 
on the aiaendment, Por two hundred and ninety-two thousand. 1t wouldfsubject. It was moreover the only conservative 
Mr. Cray, of Alabama, suggested that young men‘: thus be seen, that from 1820 to 1830 the increase measure—the only measure which would preserve 
at the south were in the habit of marrying earlier’ was about forty-five thousand, while from 1820 tolthe public domain, save this great interest of the 
than in the coller climate of the senator from Con-5:1840 it was only about 11 thousand. And bow didficountry from spoilatioa, and secure permanently, 
uecticat. They often married before they were 2t,"jthe account stand in regard to the neighboring stateBand lor generations to come, its benefits to all the 
or at least had a contract on hand. Hof N. Hampshire? In 1820, the population of thai states. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON said that undoubtedly the gen [state was two hundred and forty four thoasand; inp] It had been said, among other things, in opposi- 
tleman was correct; but, if his object was to providr21830, two hundred and sixty-nine thousand; andpjtion to the measure, that it they took trom the trea- 
homes for young gentlemen who married so soon aszinow, abont two hundred and eighty-three thousand Bsury the revenue arising from the public lands, for 


E: 


& 


this, why was not rhe clause of the bill confined ex-$| From 1820 to 1830 the increase was full (wenty-fiveby the purpose of distribution, they would be obliged 
pressly to sach cases. ‘thousand, while fron 1830 to 1840 it was only ahont&‘o provide in some way for the deficiency ıt would 

Mr. Prentiss said that he was in favor of the fourteen thousand. In some of tlie towns in Ver-Eoccasion; and thatit would be idle and foolish to 
amendment, and hoped it would be adopted: for, al-$ nont, the population had diminished in the last tenfidistribute the money among the states, and then im- 
though be was opposed to the principle of the bill, heÑ years, and there was reason to presume that such® pose taxes to supply its place. Mr. P. would frank- 
wished to render ils provisions as unexceptionable as was the case in New Hampshire. Had it not beenkly admit that the reasoning of gentlemen would be 
possible. In the remarks he had taken occasion to&tor the manufacturing business, which, though great-ananswerable, and he should feel himsell bound to 
make in the commencement of the debate, te had&t, depressed of late, had built np considerable villa-Evote against distribution, if, in his opinion, congress 
expressed his opinion upon the policy of pre-emp-Ees in different parts, it was probable that the aggre-Ħ had the right either to distribute or retain the pro- 
tion laws in general, and especially upon the policy gate of population would not have been augtaented—iceeds of the lands at its discretion, and the question 
of this particular bill—a bill, he was obliged to re Kat all in either state, but might have been diini- [Was simply a question whether so much money 
peat, new and unprecedented in its character, andy nished. E should be retained or distributed, and nothing more. 
most extensive in its operation. While all lorinerij 1n view of these startling facts, Mr. P. said it wasgln his view, the question went far beyond that, and 
laws upon the sabject had been retrospective andf' quite impossible for him, representing as be did, aninvolved olher and higher considerations. It was a 
temporary, thia was to be prospective and perma-Bold state, to give his support to a measure whicliEquestion which agitated and distracted the councils 
nent. Itnot only ealarged and extended the pre-eimp-§ iilorded a bounty, and a most tempting bonnty, of the nation, and affected the peace, tranquillity 
tion policy beyond all previous precedent or example, too, to einigration. While we would inpose no re-Baud harmony of the union. It was on high consi- 
but in fact introduced new principles into the sys- straints upon emigration, but leave every one to goliderations of public policy, for the sake of settling 
tem. Nor content with subjeetiog the whole publicg where he pleased, he would give it no extraordina- he question, and at the same time giving to the 
comain, surveyed aod unsurveyed, to the operations y facilities or encourageinent, and especially snchẸstates what rightinlly belonged to them, that he was 
of future pre-emption, without any limitation offencouragement as this bill held out, and which nofiin favor of distribution. It was his deliberate opi- 
lime, the bill broke in upon the relation of parent one could fail to see must operate Very injuriouslypnion, long siuce formed and settled, that the states 
and child, aod invited minors, young men under age.P upon the old states. Emigration to the new statesfj were fairly and justly entitled to the proceeds of all 
to desert the family roof before their maturity, and&iwas rapid enough, and one would think that theyẸ the public lands embraced. in the compacts of ces- 
seek their fortunes in the wilderaess of the west.—¢ougtit to be satisfied with the surprising and almost sion. He had given the reasons for this opinion on 
It the bill inust pass, it was to be hoped, at least incredible accumulations their populations was an-Ẹa former occasion, and he did not know that he 
that it would be divested of this very objectionable ually receiving, without exacting new facilitieskconld add any thing, either new or material, to what 


feature. and new encouragement at the expense of the oldphe then said. He then considered as he now consi- 

states. This was what their true interests did notgldered, that the question depended upon the terms of 
aly i ; require, and what they bad no righ( to demand.— the deeds of cession, connected with certain provi- 

cinevous in its consequences, as lie deemed it nn B At any rate, it was what, coming as Mr. P. did fron:gslons of the constitution. 

sound in principle aod disorgamzing in tendency. —un old state, and meaning to perform his duty faith-B.— T he deed iror Virginia, the leading and most im- 

An honorable senator had yesterday, m justifica: iot ; d 


d iongilully in the station lie had the houor to occupy, he portant deed, and the only one material to be notic- 
and supputt of the bill, referred 10 certain laws which was not willing to yield, Red, declared that the lands ceded “shall be consider- 
existed in soine of the states of New England. T hefi Public attention (Mr. P. said) was awakcned toPed as a common fund, for the nse and benı fit of such 
honorable member seemed to think that betweeng tlie great and momentous subject of the public lands. of the United States as bave become, or shall be- 
these ae aud FINO laws there was a s The statesmen and patriots of the conntry were be come, members of the confederation or federal ali- 
ing analogy, and that bots rested essentially upou H inning to see and feel the importance, and even thegance of said states, Firginiu inclusive, according to 
Dr sune principle. Nathing, in the opinion of Mr.É necessity, of adjusting the question, and that speedi Bthe usual respective proportions iu the general charge 
P. gouil UE more erroneous. The laws to which re-f{ly too. It was not difficult to see that the publicfand expenditure; and shall be faithfully and bona fide 
kane iw fel inale were nat of a mere arbitrary y ands, if not made or used as a biibe [or votes, woulifiilisposed of for that purpose, and for no other use or 
character, as was supposed, but derived their origiifehecoine, more aod more a cause of jealousy andff pu pose whatsoever.” 
fo dn d aud approved prineiple—a principle rollision of interest between the old and new states.) 1t would be difficult, giving to language its fair 
as o ond B aan OL ay, roms old as tbelitending not only to coutlict ofopinion, lint to aliena kand legitimate sense, to make this clause any thing 
code o ne ein aw. They were little more in sub-B:ion of feeling. Every one knew, and well knew, Bmore or less than a declaratien of trust in bebalf of 

a the , > ; 1 : 
stance, than t n enactioent into tbe forin of faw of aMthat the question lad already eotered, more or less Jithe respective states composing the confederation. 
well known rule ol equity, making that a legal wliichsiinto the polities ot the country, and exerted a pow-E Such was its obvious import and meaning. The 
M pur Ren ab east tele and M NUR nd not a corrupting, inilaence in electious;j words “tor the use and benefit of such of the United 
viding ior it à simple, cheap and expeditious remedy. Hond unless the questi i ispos iti S ‘uginia d sive,” 
ELE ies. M fe oe 4 tion was soon disposed of, itfi States, &c, Firginia inclusive,” could be regarded 
ey a pariy entering upon and under cclorg would not only create a combination of ioterest, at fies nothing else than a declaration in terms that the 
r EN, ees munut, to have a valid right, butfltended with concert of action, of a natme and as-f cession was a grant to the nse of the several states. 
; nt » trial of an ejecnue ‘We e Nan i i 
x Mae n » um Ls an pecu turne d onl doe ct at once alarning and threatening, but engender} But not only was the use declared to the stales as 
a be detective, to recover compensation for kis im-Ma sectional spirit, fostered and inflamed as it inightislates; the ‘propoilion in which the states should 
provements, or rather for what he had made the land tie by interested and ainbitious politicians, or fearful -hare in the use was also declared. A rule was 
better. But, to entitle himseli ta compensation, them infiuence and niost dangerous tendency. The sena-[r given for apportioning the fund among the states; 
ur "aq b, ci i + > "n 1 «Ar: "d 1 -i E: 1 us ^ 
party Meu dn d that he tad entered un-&'or trom South Carolina, (Mr. CAznovN), had beenfjand the insertion of à rule of apportionment, of it- 
der adres s under a claun ol tiile apparently good Eso deeply impressed with the nature aud. extent offsell, necessarily implied a several, separate interest 
ius ps PENIS vid curs ay To to lie evils whieh threatened the country iron thisgin tbe states in the common fund, "They were fo share 
mere naked, wilful iutruders, nor did they hold ouifi-ource, that he had felt it hi VUE ; Gu: 2 Erie 2a or 
H E A N DRM. A po M MAU fel it his duty as a. publie manjin it *aecoiding to the usual respective proportions 
y e a courag ss luva- fro bring lorwatd a proposition for settling the ques-kin the general charge and expenditure,” that is, they 
D or wrougfal intrusions upon the property oiBtion by ceding away and disposing at once the lands ; were to share respectively in the fund, each state fo 
another, They were never prospective but always:hemselyes. While Mr. P. agreed with the houora-Bhave ils proportion, its distributive share, according 


experiment, and he leared that it would be as tis f 
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to the ratio prescribed. This was the plain import or federal officers. To that dectrine Mr. P. could leges which belonged only to a citizen, such as the 
of the language used, and there was nothing in the. by no means agree. It was not only, in liis opinion, exercise of the elective tianchise, which was the 
words “comman fund” which at all varied or in any repugnant to sound, acknowledged principles of na-* highest fuuction of a citizen, and was of general and 
way qualified the meaning. In the case of a grant tionaf policy, but was incompatible with the express: national concern, the constituency of the state go- 
to A, in trust for the use and benefit of B, C and D, : provision and plain object aud intention of the con-; vernments being the constituency of the general an: 
the fond would be a common lund, whether so de-Zstitution of the United States. b vernment, they did that in substance, if not in form 
clared or not, but the beneficial interest would be,’ The constitution gave to congress the power “to which was palpably at variance with the weaning, 
several. Nor was the meaning at all affected, asp establish a unilorm rule of naturalization.” ‘The spirit and policy of the Federal constitution. i 
some had contended it was, by the words in the power thus given was, frow its very nature, nation-Ẹ Mr. BUCHANAN said that, as he was veiy friend- 
concluding clause, “anil shall be faithfnlly and bona sal, and, though not made so in express terms, waszly to early inarriages, he could not consent to vote 
fide disposed of for that purpose, and for no other use Sof course exclusive, as much so as the power to re-Etor the amendment; and, indeed, on a little reflec- 
or purpose whatsoever.” Disposed of fur what pur-Egulate commerce, or the power to declare war. Ther uon, he was persuaded the senator from Connecti- 
pose? The words referred toan antecedent inem-5 states being one nation under the constitution, andgeut would never find it in his beart to deprive a 
ber of the sentence, and supposed the substantive jthese powers being all equally and strictly national: young tellow who was under 21, and had an affec- 
object of the grant to have been previously declared; in their nature and character, they coold be exer-5.tionate wife of 18, from getting a pre-emption right 
and stated. And what was it? Why, to form ^al eised only by the national government. It would¥and settling down in life. As to our western boys, 
common fund lor the use and benefit of suck of the&be inconsistent with the nature of the union, andshe believed many of them were disposed to mairy 
United States, &c. Virginia inclusive," &c. '"ThatEthe objects of the general government, to allowfearly, and he thought that those who did so, ought 
was the declared purpose of the grant, and that wasWeither of the powers to be exercised by the states. jinot to be discouraged from going into the new conn- 
the purpose for which the lands were required to bejCongress was empowered to establish a uniform rulepitry. Give them a fair chance; and even those who 
sold. The words “according to the nsual respective cof naturalization, and for the purpose of securing;;were uot married, let them go and erect a log cabin 
proportions in the general charge and expenditure” E uniformity on a subject of such high national con- gland get it ready to accommodate a wife immediately 
were used, not to designate the object or purposegcern, the power was surrendered by the states andĝjafter they should be 21. He thought it would be 
of the grant, but to give a measure of apportion-Bvested in the general government. rather a refleetion on the senate shonld they refuse 
ment, and limit and fix the respective interests off lt was to be borne in mind that no nne could be aso small a boon, ‘The provision in the bill could do 
the states in the fund. The short aud true readingi'citizen of any state without being a citizen of thefino barm, and te could not consent to strike it ont. 
of the deed then was, that the cession was a grant@United States. The constitution declares that «thet) Mr. Smita, of Connecticut, was opposed to the 
to the confederation by one member of it, for theficilizens of each state shall be entitled to all the pri-Hainendment as unnecessary. It was his belief that 
use and benefit of itself and the several other mem-Svileges and immunities of citizens in the severalgjthe inhabitants of the old states were quite as much, 
bers of it, respeetively, to be shared by them in thejsstates.” A cilizen of any one state, therefore, mustfif not more benefitted by pre-emption laws than 
proportions specified. Such was cleaily the mature Brave the rights and privileges of a citizen in every sjtliose of the new. The old states had so long been 
and effect of the cession under the confederation;sother state; and this consideration alone, if nothingszsettled that the population were crowding each 
and bad the substitution of the present constitution else would do it, demonstrated the utter repugnancy Mother out, and he was for holding out inducements 
and governinent in the place of the confederation'3and incompatibility of the exercise of the power by ftor (hein to go to the west, where land was cheap. A 
worked any change in the rights of the states to thefjthe states. 1t was true that it was once supposed, young man, by hiring himself out lor a year or two, 
fund? Whether it had or not, would be seen from the and indeed even held by the judiciary, that the£could earn money enough to buy hinself a snug 
constitution itself. Fistates possessed a concurrent authority 10 the matte: farın and settle himself for life; and it was no un- 
“The congress shall have power to dispose of andjjol’ naturalization; but, considering the nature and ‘common thing to see those who had begun in this 
make all needful rules and regulations respecting iba Cr pase of the power, and that such concurrent au- Ernanner eventually become prosperous and wealthy. 
territory or other property belonging to the United; thority would render the power entirely nugatory There were men in the western country now worth 
States; and nothing in this constitution shall be so Hand wholly defeat its policy, the error which a 60 and 100 thousand dollars, who had entered 


construed as to prejudice any claim of the U. StatesF'vailed for a time bad at length given way to sounder&ilhat country with an axe, and had nof been worth 
or of any particular state.” Freasoning and more compreliensive and enlighteneds,the elothes on their backs. By hiring out at $10 

«AN debts contracted, and engagements enteredtiviews npor the subject, so that it might now beeon-gand $15 a month, they had earned themselves a 
into, before the adoption of this constitution, shall!s.dered as settled and established that the powerfpiece of land, and by industry and integrity had be- 
be as valid against the United States under this con- was exclusive. jcome among the most valuable and respectable of 
stitution as under the confederation.” The power of naturalization given in the consti-Eour citizens. A man in the eastern states who had 

These provisions of the coustitution, which were}itution, Mr. P. said, necessarily implied that no wp family which he found it difficult to maintain, 


the only ones having any bearing upon the question, could be a citizen, or enjoy the full rights of a citi-Jjwould remove to the west, carrying with him sons 
iustead of extinguishing or impairing, in any degree, zen, who was not such by nativity of birth, exceptEbetween the ages of eighteen and twenty-one. It 
the obligation of the compacts of cession, saved andijby naturalization, Every one, therefore, was ang was an every-day occurrence. When he got there, 
confirmed all the antecedent rights springing out of Balien who was not a citizen, either native nr natura Shaving no better use for the services of his sons, 
them. The new constitution. superceded the old lized; and the question was, could the elective fran: f they would hire out, and, in a little while, eain 
contederation, but the trust continued a subsistingEchise be given to aliens, to persons who owed nofthemselves each a farm. Thus neighborhoods were 
and binding tinst, and the beneficial interest in theBallegiance to the eonntry, but were bound by allezi formed, and there were entire towns in the western 
lands remained, as belore, in the states. [fit had jjunce to a foreign eountry, which was the legal con Ejeountry which had been settled by persons original- 
so happened that the trust conid not now be exe-ption of every alien? Ifthe states could not exercise Ely moving from the same neighborhood in the eas- 
cuted in the precise manner designated and directedfithe power of naturalization, could they confer alifitern states. The young people would establish 
by the deeds of cession, then, according to wellgihe essential civil and political rights and privilegesfithemselves somewhere in the vicinity of their pa- 
known and established principles, it was to be exe-Ejwhich naturalization gave? If they could not direct rent, and would thus avail themselves of their ad- 
cuted as nearly in that manner as was practicable, iy, and in a legal and constitutional sense, make anẸ viee and friendly atd. This appeared to Mr. S. a 
orinsuch other way as would give edectto theE lien a citizen, could they give him all the rigbtəẸ veiy desirable state of things, and he would do no- 
trust. lf congress could not apportion the fundEiwhich belonged to a citizen, and thus jrdirectly,Ethiug to prevent it. 
among the states in the mode specified and prescrili- Ébut substantially, exercise the power of naturaliza Mr. Huntineton said that he wished the ho- 
ed, it was bound to adopt such other course as wouldpion? lt appeared to Mr. P. to be very plain thatsznorable senator trom Pennsylvania (Mr. BUCHAN- 
approximate in its results the nearest to that mode. tbey eould not. The constitution ol the United? Ax) bad furnished a more practical commentary, 
Such, Mr. P. said, was his reasoning upon theEStates was the supreme law of the land, and it wassithan he lad done on his own doctrine ol early mar- 
question at the last session, and what he had now Enardly necessary to say that every state coustitution 4dages. Mr. H. had no desire to prevent the pros- 
said upon tt was little else thanja repetition, in sub- Bor law which was repugnant to any of its provisionsEperity of enterprising young men, who chose to 
stavce, of what he then said. Distribution, he} was of nn validity and could confer no rights. Tf anbinarry early; and they were embraced in that pro- 
would repeat, was, in his judgment, the right of thefjalivn, withont naturalization, conld have and enjoygvision of the bill which gives the right of pre- 
states. Justice nol only required it, but it was de-E ill the rights, civil and political, which properly ap Eemption to “every person, being ihe head of a fa- 
manded by considerations ot pulicy of the highestBinertained to a citizen, he would be, to every intentmily;” but he eould not consent fo give this privi- 
and most weighty nature. He thonght the thanksfiand purpose, a citizen in every thing but in name.plege to minors whn were yet single, as this bill 
of the country were due to the honorable senator There would be nothing lelt of his alienisin but agidoes, under the description of a “single man over 
who originally brought forward the proposition. lHtfjnere abstraction. Ë the age of eighteen years.” In regard to the latter 
was a wise, just and conciliatary measure; and Mr. Mr. P. said it was very clear lo him that the rightEclass, he was inclined to “follow in the footsteps” of 
P. would venture to say that, among all the mea- Esto vote in political elections could only be bestowedBour “precessars,”’ esteeming their policy on tbis 
sures which the bonorable senator frome Kentueky upon citizens, native or naturalized. The supremepstubiect to be a wise one. A 
had originated, aud which bad rendered, and would, &jpower, aecording to the theory ol the American go- 3 Mr. Maxcvcn said that, afler the last votes which 
in future history, render his name signally conspi-Evernments, rested wholly iu the citizens, or, in the Ahad been given in favor of this bill, he presumed it 
cuous, the measure of distribution, above all o:hers.Wlanguage of the constitution, in the people—a word; was to pass, and was desirous to make it as perfect 
would be regarded by posterity as the highest and®evidently used as synonymous with cifizens—and itas possible. He was willing that a young man over 
strongest evidence of his wisdom, his sagacity, hisgjimight be assumed, as an elementary principle ing 18 and under 2t should have a pre-emption right, 
enlarged and enlightened patriotism. our political institutions, that the exercise of thegprovided he was married, and the head of a family; 
Mr. P. said there was one other topic, not very powers of government could be delegated by none@but, if a similar provision was to be extended to 
intimately conneeted, it was true, with the subject%bnt citizens, and only to citizens. Citizenship, on other minors, he appealed to gentlemen to consider 
before the senate, upon which he wished to say athe general principles of law and reason, was essen. what was the efeet likely to be produeed on the 
word or two. It was a topic which had arisenfgtial to the capacity of an elector. Though everypdomestic relations of life. Inviting young men 
1ather incidentally in the course of the diseussion,Kcitizen might not be an elector, no one could beauB(rom the homestead of their fathers, couferring 
and lie noticed it, not because it had any iminediatebelector who was not a citizen. It was true, thez property on them before they were of age, and set- 
bearing upon the meri's of the main question, but&states might superadd, or dispense with, other qua- tling them in masses in a new cuontry—what must 
on account of its general importance, and for theElifications, but they could not give, or dispense with.gbe the effect of this on themselves, as well as on 
purpose of expressing his dissent from some of the&the fundamental one of citizenship. They might,} the community into the midst of which they were 
doctrines which gentlemen bad taken occasion togperhaps, repeal the eommon law, which disabled angthrown, without being bound to it by any of the 
advauee upon it. alien to hold lands, and give bim all the rights ofZordinary social ties? It went to break up family 
It had been said that the states had the unqualifiedg property; they might, perhaps, remove other dis- “relations, and tempt young lads toa breach of the 
and exclusive right to determine and fix the qualifi- Ķqualificaticns, and allow him to be a juror, or te en-; duty they owed their parents. Was it wise thus 
cations of electors, and might by their constitutions§ joy other civil rights depending on municipal regu- 1o stimulate eiuigration, and throw young and inex- 
or laws admit whomsoever they pleased, whether §lation and of mere munieipal concern. But when ?perienced bnys into eircumstances where they would 
citizens or aliens, to vote in elections either of statešthey added to these civil rights the political privi-3 be exposed to all manner of imposition? What 


5 
i 


9t NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—APRIL 10, 1841—DEBATE ON THE PRE-EMPTION BILL. 


right had such young men to enter on our public’ there it had been decided that the settler must con- *.]y shown, amounts only to the difference of a few 
domain and erect themselves a log cabin or other fine himself to the exact amount of 160 acres. This?cents. He did not entertain a doubt of it. Why, 
building without the couseut of their parents? By was productive of great inconvenience. Part ofa "sir, have we not seen, from time to time, congress 
the laws,he believed, of every state in the union, “man’s larin might have been on such a fraction, and engaged, day by day, gravely discussivg, at aa im- 
their personal services, until they were of age, be-Ehe was thus prevented from entering it. Such cases fmense expense to the people, the qnestion whether 
longed to their fathers, Would gentlemen tempt’ could be provided for in this bill, aud he should banyon would pass laws to permit the earliest settlers 
thein to desert their duty—to deprive their parents!/sorry to see it prevented. kof the wilderness to purchase their lands at one dol- 
ol the aid on which they leaned, and to which byf Mr. HuxTINGTON said that the case supposed plar and twenty-five cents the acre? He considered 
the laws of the country, they were entitled, and.¢was already provided for in the bill, and his amend- “the money thus spent as absolutely squandered.— 
which they might elaita nnder a law of far higherẸ ment did not in his opinion interfere with it. file had voted for the senators amendiment (Mr. 
origin and far more sacred obligation? j The question being pnt, the amendment was;;HENTINGTON'S) requiring an oath to prevent fraud; 

Mr. NonvErL suggested that, by the laws of thefjagreed to. but he must be permitted to sav that there bave been 
general government, young taen of 18 could be- ] Mr. HoxTINGTON now offered asa further amend- au almost infinity of charges ol fraud brought against 
come purchasers of the public land. There was nož ment a new section to the bill as lollows: he settlers on our western lands which were nearly 
law to prevent it; and why, if lie wenton a nef “Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That before destitute ofloundation. "There was scarcely ground 


& 


‘ol wild land. with the intent to make it his home—}jany person claiming the benefit of this law shallSenongh of fact fora taan to plant the sole of bis loot 
if he cultivated the soil and erected on it a dwel-F upon while /ulminating tbe thunders of denuncia- 
hing, ought he to be placed on a worse footing thau f ition and abuse which have been heard here and 
others? joath belore some person authorised by law to ad- elsewhere. 

The question was now taken on the proposedHininister the same, which oath, with the certificate;j I believe (said he) there is more false swearing 
amendment to strike out 18 and insert 21, and ate person administering it, shall be filed within the custom house of one of our large cities, in oue 


have a patent tor the laud which he may claim by 
having complied with its provisions, he shall make 


cided in tlie negative, as follows: the register of the proper land office when the land? day, than would be sufficient to daron the whole 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky,[3is applied for, and by said register sent to the office world; certaiuly a thousand tiines more than exists 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Henderson, jof the commissioner of public lands, that he entered Son the whole line of our frontier, in relation to pre- 
upon the land which he claims in bis own right,Zemption rights, in a year. lt has become almost 
and exclusively tur his own use aud benefit; and proverbial to charge the peopie of the new states 
that he has not, directly or indirectly, made any gnth a want of moral sense. I fling back the charge 
agreement or contract, in any way or manner, with gon those who make it. I know it to be unfounded. 
jauy person or persons whatever, by which the p» stand here openly to deny it, and f aver that, save 


Huutington, Kerr, Kuight, Mangum, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Pielps, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, 
Ruggles, Sith, of Indiana, Southard, Webster, 
White, Williams—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bu- 
chanan, Clay, of Alabaina, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholson, Norvell, Por- 
ter, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wall, Wright, 


which he might acquire trom the government of theEin a very lew cases, the charge of frand is wholly 
United States should inure to the use or benelit of without foundation. How was this system of ac- 
sany one except himself, or to convey or transfer the}icusation employed against Louisiana? It was said 
said land, or the title which he may acquire to theffthat the speculators there had seized upon the fat- 
oung—24. R ! ‘same, to any other person or persons whatever, attest and most beautilnl land in all the country, and 
The senate being equally divided, the presidentidany subsequent time; aud if snch person claiming: joy frandulent practices had appropriated it tothem- 
gave his casting vote in the negative. So thetthe benefit of this law as aforesaid shall swear false- ES Well, the government employed an agent 
amendment was rejected. Sly in the premises, he shall be subject to all theBof character and experience to go to the spot aud 
Mr. HUNTINGTON now offered another amend-&pnains and penalties for perjury, forleit tbe money ‘search iuto the truth of the charge. He did so; and 
ment, proposing to strike out from section first ther which he may have paid for the laad, and all right what does he report to you? That he always heard 
words “has been or shall be extinguished,” and in Fland title to the said land; and any grant or convey-freports in relation to some other neighborhood, but 
sert “shall have been extingished at the time offfance which he may have made in pursuance of suchfinever was able to light on a spot where the exist- 
such settlement.” So that if the amendment bep agreement or contract as aforesaid shall be void, ex- Fence of fraud was found. As he approached the 
adopted, it will read, “on any of the public lands topicept in the hands of a purchaser in good faith, for a&isronnd, the charge receded before him; it vanished, 
which the Indian title shall have been extinguished? {valuable consideration without notice. And the it evaporated, and never proved to be tangible, ex- 
at the time of such settlement,” . A icertificate, which shall be filed with tbe commis- cept in a very few cases; and he wonld venture to 
lle said that he proposed it inerely with the viewE sioner as aforesaid, shall be taken to be conclusive say, that if similar charges, which liave been made 
of inaking the bill more explicit, and of preventingk evidence that the oath was legally adiainistered.” elsewhere, shall be subjected to a thorough investi- 
misconstruction, especially as the registers and re- Mr. H. said that his intention 1n this amendment ll zation, gentlemen will almost feel ashamed that they 
ceivers were to have power to decide in a summary} as in the others, was to carry out the professed ob-E ever entertained even a suspicion of their truth. 
inanner and definitively all questions arising under’ ject of the law, by preventing Frauds and securing I do not deny that traud may have been perpe- 
the act. As the bill stood, it might be so construed ihe honest, bona fide settler in the possession of hisEtrated, but 1 do say that it has occurred as seldoin 
as to apply to laud to which the Indian title had not&land. By the bill, in its present form, any indivi-Eas ever will be possible undera toerely human law. 
been extinguished. The object of the the worsEre was not only not prohibited, but was permit- is system of toats did, I admit, give occasion to 


was to prevent this. Instead, therefore, of the wordsEted to enter on land for the beuefit of others, instead linuch wrong to the United States, and the govern. 
in the bill, “the title to which has been or may begjol’ himself. Now, if the design of the law was tofineut, by that means, lost some of its best lands; and 
extus eed, he proposed to substitute the words ffsranta pre-emption tight to the bona fide settler only. fivet it was not fraud, but all originated from a con- 
‘shall have been extinguished at the time of sucht}was it not reasonable to require bis affidavit that hefistrnction given to the law by the land department 
acttlement. : . was such? "This was the security which the govern-E here, He said he was opposed to the construction at 
Mr. Cray, of Alabaina, said he concurred in the taent lad against frauds, and, however frail, it wasihe time, and should he still. The object of the 
amendment, . some security. Did western gentlemen want others pre-emption system is, that the new states may get 
Mr. Wontineron. 1 am glad there is onesjto get the Soon? Did they desire individuals to goflan accession of good, moral, industrious settlers.— 
ainendinent which the gentlemen can approve. upou the land for the benelitof speculators? As the And here ] must be permitted to say, on the subject 
Mr. Cray, And I au glad there is one of the®bill now is, a man might openly and professedly en-Eof the Jand stealing, that, while very little of it has 
geutleman’s measures which I can approve. ler on a quarter-section for the benefit of some rieb been eotainitted against the general government, the 
Mr. HuxTINGTON rejoined, that, although he wasfj.peculator, and obtain for hiin the right of pre-emp- {Uuited States have been guilty of no small amount 
pleased te have the support of the senator frompiion. Mr, H. said that he followed, iu this amend- Eof it, as regarde some of the United States. - By the 
Alabama in this amendment, he thought it tore im-F nent, the law of 1338; and though he adipitted that i'reaty of Paris of 1803, vou acquired possession of 
poitant to have a majority of the senate to concurZitr wonld prove a very inadequate security, still itÉthe magnificent territory of Louisiana, stretching 
1n this, as they already had done in another amend-Ẹjwonld be sorae, Good citizens would not refuse to¥lrom the Gulf of Mexico to the sources ol the Mis 
ment which he had proposet, and to which the gen-fitake the oath. j issippi, and by contignity to the great western 
tleinau froin Alabama had objected, Mr Cray, of Alabama, said that the friends of&ocean. With the country was transferred into the 
The amendinent was Agreed to, «the bill had no wish to allow men to enter on theEbosoin of the American family any thousand souls, 
Mr. HuNTINGTUN said he would propose to theEJands for the benefit of others; and, hoping that the inostly ignorent of our laws, customs and manners. 
senate another ainendment, the object ol which, as amendment, if adopted, might possibly have the ef-% I'his government was bound by that treaty to re- 
1n the last case, was to render the provisions ol tlie fect of reconciling some gentlemen to the bill, he spect that property. But did we not see that they 
bill more explicit. He could uot suppose it was th-fshould not oppose it. refused for many years to coufirm any tract over 
tended that the pre-emption right granted by the The amendment was agreed to. one league square, or any tract containing a lead 
bill should be extended to any other land than the Mr. HUNTINGTON now said that, as the gentle-y mine or salt spring. Was this just or right? And, 
d seetion on which the pre-emptioner settled, man from Alabama had gone thus far, he hoped toxir, have we not scen these same lands sold and the 
m nepi yan men it must be manilest thatfShave his concurience in the amendment he was Einoney pocketed by the government, aud title still 
m unt PS the a T Een andWabout to propose. The law was not only prospec- refused to the claimant; aud, when taken from bita 
ean ae ee E ANE anole the bill by mak- tive but permanent. He desired so to amend it aspand alierwaids confirtaeil, you force hiw to take tlie 
a d i a e j 1a; . DES , claim a pre-emptionBthat it should expire by its own limitation; and itfsatne amount fiom your picked and refuse public 
ght to any other quatter section open to set le i be open to renewal if, on trial, it should nolfdumain subject to sale at private entry. 
4 


SERS 


D on poen Tee ane a to ineen n be found to be productive of evil. He wished, This you call carrying out a soleinn treaty in the 
“jand.” ibe warnie sa A 2 DM jue aore to provide, as in former pre-emption laws, sspirit in which it was made. Bat, sir. I do not 
Nee ded P vll 4 en i ; ipon; ^ so Hu zi that the law should continue in force for a litnited charge this government with intentional wrong in 
;W will read “shail be entitled to a pre-ġtime ouly; and with that view he offered the follow-Mthis matter, notwithstanding it did steal some of 
emption in the purchase of a quantity of the publiegiing amendment: these strangers? lands. But ] do say that more 
id 3o settled upon, not exceeding one quarter sec- EUR Ire bee it further enacted, That this actHfrank injustice has been cominitted by the govern- 
: en shall be aud continue in for yo year 'bos rd 

Mr. Linn inquired whether his fiiend from Con- lounger.” SE uu: Make etre hei ese D pum ee 
necticut would exclude a mau who had settled ouh On this amendinent Mr. ITvnnanp demanded theÉted by the people of the whole state in relation to 
a traction containing 170 or 130 acces. The sena-k yeas and nays. i ; 
tor was aware that im the sutvey there were some Mr, Linn said he wished to offer a few words on 
fractional sections, one quarter of which would hots this ameudment. If, said Mr. L, we are to open afk with Great Britain, between the Missouri and the 
alwavs be 160 acres, This had produced some dit-z pre-emption discussion every two years, be predict- Mississippi civers ‘was left to defend itself by a po- 
ference of opimon in Missouri, At some laid ofli- ced that 1t would cost thts goverument ten times as! pulation wha had settled on the lands in defiance 
ces à inan was allowed to enter such a fraction, and = mach as it will ever gain by the abolishment ies your laws, these very squatters proved to be 


;vour publie domain, 
When the whole of ihe state, during the last war 


aloes not, In cousequence, an appeal had been ^ pre-emption system altogether, and putting the landsẸ vorr best soldiers, and such they ever willbe. And 
wade to the land department at. Washington, andé tu the highest bidder, which, as kas been couctusive-€ when the old states shall be sunk in Jollies aud 
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f others, 


A E à 3 y st order. 
tier a gallant band of hardy agriculturalists, among %that in the fourth congress there was a session of He would have the locks repaired, the painting and 


whom the love of liberty will still survive, aid tone hundred and ninety-seven days; and inthe sixth whitewash renewed, all the fasteuing of the house 
whose virtae and patriotisin will be the preservation o one hundred and ninety days. Another session; overhauled, and the entire premises scrubbed 
of our free institutions. God forbid that any un-Éexhibits one hundred and twenty-one days; andi washed, and put in state of complete and eredi- 
kind feeling should be excited in my bosom by the another one hundred and seventy-seven. And what: table repair. But what have we fiere? The ad- 
acts of this government in reference to Missouri.fdo you suppose was the longest session (not in-[' ministration who are about to surrender the pub- 
I am au American citizen, thoroughly and trulygeluding that in whieh war was declared against" lic departments to the possession of those whom 
such, as my votes will prove; bnt 1 confess I dot: Great Britain) since the government went into ope albe people have chosen to be their suceessors 
jee] nettled, at times, when I hear my constituentsyration? Lt began in November, 1797, and endedfare leaving every thing topsyturvy, and ina state 
charged as they have been on this floor; and if I amSin July, 1798—oceupying 246 days. The nextẸof the utinost confusion, dilapidation, and de- 
driven to carry the war on this side the mountains,s longest was the session during which we went tomeay. The financial etfeet of this bill will be to 
in their defence, | promise it will be in no measur-@war with England, and whieh continued 245 days; ! diminish the eurrent revenue of the year by every 
ed terms. Aud il the question is to be made offjand so the lists goes on, the long sessions gradually pre-emption that shall be sold; and I here predict 
comparative morality and of simple republican in Ẹ diminishing in their extent until gen. Jacksont that the greatest amount derived next year Irom the 
tegrity, well do I know on which side the balancesicame into power. Then commenced a new system publie tands will be From sales to pre-emptioners; 
will rest. joflegislation—the attacks on banks, the removaljand,as they have a year's credit, (he money will 

Mr. Cray, of Kentucky, said that the amendmentHof the deposites, the multiplication of graduation not come into the treasury till the year following. 
was one of greater importance than at first view it@and pre-emption bills, with all the other wild and But [ have been drawn aside from that whieh 
might appear to he. In all the pre-emption lawsfreekless and ruinous measures which have pros-Pteinpted me to trouble the senate on the present 
heretotore passed, a clause had been inserted limit- {trated the business and prosperity of the eountry.E occasion. I entreat gentlemen to forbear, and to 
ing their continuance to two years; and the ques-h Away with the idea that we are to be hightenedẸ give a fixed limitation to the operation of their bill, 
tion for the senate now to decide was, whether theyElipto the adoption of the present bill from any A E not send forth, with a census yet untold, and 


erimes, and shall have become a government olzaud vast machine of the new constitution, with ally ing and delivering it up to the oceupation o 


mere property, there will stili be found on the fron-; its mulititudipous parte, iuto motion. But I find, would be caretul to have it put in the nice 


would deviate from the uniform course of legisla-Eof relieving ourselves from labor and from those!) with eleet members of congress not in their places, 
tion, aud now pass a pre-emption law whieh shouldBhigh responsibilities and sacred duties whieh haveza measure which may operate most injurionsly, 
be interminable in its duration. It seemed to him% been imposed upon us by the constitution. {t hasZand which, if it shall operate well, will, without 
that there were so taany considerations in favor ol uo foundation in tact. The whole consumption off doubt, he continued. 

the senate’s listening to the amendment and givinei fime, of whieh gentlemen make such heavy eom-E Mr. Cray, of Alabama, said he shon!d not now 
foree to the arguments in its favor, that they conldf plaints, has heen eaused by their own impatieneeg attempt any reply to what had been said hy the 
not well refuse to adopt it. What was tlie systemẸ under the operation of our most admirable land sys-E senator from Kentueky on the subject of treasury 
which it was proposed to enact ior a period whollyfitem. All we ask ot them is that they will forbear,z notes. He had risen to correct the senator in an 
unlimited? 4t was asystem new, untried and peri j:that they will submit to a system whieh has been per tant matter of fact. That gentleman had said 
lous in the extreme. It went to open to the righ'¥so long and so successfully tried, and there will bet that the practical operation of the bill would be to 
of pre-emption the whole ol the lands of the Unit £a gradual diminution of the time consumed from deprive the new states of the benefit derived from 
ed States on whieh the Indian title had been extin year to year in the discussion of land debates. Yet,&the reservation of the sixteenth section in every 
guished; all that were subject to private entry; and§after all the complaints, the longest session we havel township for purposes of education. Mr. C. re- 
all that had not vet been surveyed and put up at®ever had was withia 12 years from the commence-zretted (hat the memory of the honorable senator 
auction. It invited settlers to seize upon the land#inent of the goverument. The next longest wask should be so conveniently short in reference to the 
belore it had been surveyed. It was a virtual re-fsthat in which we declared war, and the other longs provisions ot this bill. The subjeet of these re- 
peal of the auction system, for, when all the good£isessions have happened since general Jackson eamcjZserved sections had been adverted to; the objection 
land should be taken up, what would there be lett®into power. a heen brought forward, and Mr. C. had, 1n con- 

id 


for the auction to operate upon? Nothing. It 2 Now, I ask, shall we, as wise men, as safe, judi-E'sequence, offered an amendment declaring that, if 
amounted to a total alteration of our land system,jicious men, east behind us all the advantages of an 44 pre-emption was found to interfere with the six- 
which had been in suecessiul operation tor p NE and long tited, and advautageous system, whiehE teenth section, it should be removed, and that see- 
than fifty years—a systeia under which Ohio, from lias worked well and produced the happiest resulte d left untouehed. Did not every one know that, 
being an nneultivated wilderness, had sprung up.Eand subject ourselves toa new, untried aud intermi-Ehy the law which was the foundation of our land 
as if by enchantment, iuto a densely settled state, nable scheine like that proposed in the present bill? system, these sixteenth sections were to be reserv- 
numbering a taillion and a half inhabitants, while What will be its effect in a financial point of view?ged? And were they not excepted by the bill? And 
other states through the entire west had advanced&| The government is now aground. The ery for£ yet the senator could rise and tell the senate that 
with a progress not less rapid. Is it wise (said Mr.Ẹ treasury notes! treasury notes! is the only remedygithe effeet of the bill would be to take away the 
C.)—let me put it to the senate—let me put it tofsounded forth from the head of the treasury depart [land reserved for common schools. 

the country—is it wise to put this matter out of; ment. The denouncers of banks, and bank paper, As to the elearness of the language employed by 
reach of our lands until we are perfeetly sure thatgand tbe eredit system, now ery in our ears for more,{jthe secretary of the treasury on the snbject of the 
it will work well? Let me puta case to the Iriendspjand more, and yet more paper money. 1 eall the at-z revenue, Mr. C. eould rot perceive that it had any 
of this bill. lere is a new distiiet of lands opened, &tentioo of the senate to one of the reports trou theg very intimate eonnexion with the present bill. Nor 
lands of the most inviting character, containing ex-Eseeretary, froi which it will be pereeived that there&could he pereeive the necessity of going aside to 
actly the proper proportion of prairie and tiinber,Eis a labored exertion throughout to diminish thejimake an attack on a. distinguished individual now 
beautifully situated, aud of tlie highest degree officharges upon government, and to auginent the re [retired from publie life, but who, like some evil 
fertility. You then issue your proclamation to alif ceipts of the corrent year. And this AECE EER ANE seemed tobe ever present to the mind of 
the world, inviting all who choose to rush uponjz adininistration, in its expiiing moments, begins tog that honorable senator. And why? Had not the 
the fresh and virgin soil, under the promise thatipreaeti economy—a word whieh has been fiereto-?senator told the senate that after the 4th of Mareh 
they shall have a pre-emption right, and they comep/lore rigorously exeluded fiom their political voea-f nis political friends. would have the possession of 
at your eall, Now, by the provisions ot the pre-fjbulary. Look at liis estimate of the product of the? power, not only in the executive, but iu both 
sent land system you declare that the sixteenth see-f;customs during the present year. He sets them branches ol the legislature? And suppose the bill 
tion in every township shall be reserved for purpo-fidown at nineteen millions; and on what data? Oug should be ever so injurions, would they be afraid to 
ses ol education. By the elfeet of this bill that see-Einone whatever. Only because it was convenient=repeal it? ‘That would bea question for them to 
lion is gone, it ia gone. Who does not foresee that 


i] 


C3] 


to swell the income to that amount. The product consider. But if they choose to do it, they would 
such a settlement as is here invited mnst lead topiof the last year was but thirteen millions, and why certainly have the power. The senator had said 
scenes of violence and contention in regard to lanc does he estimate that of the coming year at nine- 3that this bill was to be irrevoeable, and to prevent 
titles on which no patriot eye ean look but witht 


E 


‘teen millions? Simply beeause those fizures wouldEthis he argued for its limitation. Now one of the 
soirow aud dismay. Under these cireumstances;/enable him to show a little surplus in the treasury Fürst. lessons Mr. C. had learned in the study of 
what is now proposed by my friend from Connee-[:at the end of the year; andif for that purpose ark Blackstone had been, that one parliament possessed 
ticut? It is merely to bring the act under review} estimate of twenty five millions had been lee. be power to contro} and bind a subsequent parlia- 
at the end of two years, when it shall have under: pat would have been so set down. Look at bis re iment. How then could the law be irrevocable. 
gone some trial as to its practical operation. Andžport, and what does he say? Why, that there is af Might it not be repealed as soon as that gentleman 
Is this a new proposal? have not all our prg emptiong sireng illustration of the probability of a conjee-Rand his friends got into power. But that senator 
laws heretofore been limited in point of time? Not& ture.’ (A laugh.] Yes, we have the «strong il Beould see nothing good in the bill, and had in faet 
one of them has heen, like this, universal in itsglustration of the probability of a conjecture.” ons hi at war with that section of the country from 


Pann nai HGRA 


range, and unlimited in ils duration. Slanguage reminds me very much of tbe expressions whieh Mr. C. came ever sinee he had enjoyed the 
Something has been said about the tediousness off used by a friend of mine now not living, but then ag tanor ol a seat on that floor, It must be perleetly 
legislation, and the great consumption ol congres-E member of the legislature of Kentueky. Rising tofobvious that there was no foree in the objection of 
sional time, occasioned by our debates on subjectsEspeak to some matter in debate, he said that he€ the senator in regard to the sixteenth section. That 
counected with the publie domain; but have gentle-* thought ‘he had a sort of a sign of a symptom ol aj; section was not in the least danger; it it were Mr. 
inen attended to the facis on this subject? I say, sensation of an idea on the subject before theg C. woul! be-the last man to vote for the bill. 
tiat, but for the series of experiments which has” house.” [A laugh ] And really that seems as4 Mr. PORTER, ol Miehigan now addressed the 
been so fatal in its operation on the whole country!) good to me as the secretary’s “strong illustration of senate, but in so low a tone of voice that very little 
and on all its interests, the sessions of congress, in-fithe probability of a conjecture.” And, after all Bat what he said reached the ear of the reporter. 
stead of increasing in length, have shown a eonstantẸ what is this “strong probability?” Itisa naked es He was understood to say, in substance, that he 
tendeney to diminution. 1 have before me a verysitimate nf the honorable seeretary that tbe receipts&tad voted against Mr. CarHovs's plan of cession 
curious documents on this subject, embracing every}, from the eustoms will amount to nineteen millions © under a conviction that 1t wonld rot operate for the 
session of congress from 1789 to the present time,3 I see, in a certain paper sent by hii to anothervinterest of Michigan; and that he bad voted agaiust 


being fifty-two annual sessions. Aud what are the): part of this capitol, that the secretary tells us thiszithe amendinent of Mr. CRITTENDEN, proposing a 
results it exhibits? That the two first sessions of overabundant, overwhelming revenue for the first-cdistribution of the proceeds of the public lands, 
congress, alter the government went into operation," qnarter of tS41 will amount to $3,000,000. Whereginot because he was against distribution as asub- 
were among the longest of any—one of them con-t:does he get the other $16,000,000, and what dosstantive measure, but because, in the amendment 
tinuing two hundred and twenty-one days, and thel you propose to do uriler such a miserable, wretch.” of the senator from Kentueky, it had been con- 
other two hundred and ten. I know it has been ed state of the finanees as that in whieh the pre- nected with a pre-emption bill. fle concluded by 
said, and truly said, that this is to be accounted for ‘seut administration is about to leave the treasury? \deelartng his determination not to vote for limiting 
fiom the fact that our whole system had then to be A gentleman possessed of the feelings of honor the present hill to two years, - 


organized; that the first congress had to put the new, aud seli-respect, if Le were about leaving a build- 2 (DEBATE TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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PO! UPT—A; m A ae Th. 1 i i i i i ts, of reading statutes from printed books— 
> TSCRIPT—ARRIVAL OF THE ACADIA. Thomas of New Baltimore, in that territory, have met in our courts, of res n ) 
det daga | the press to announee the arrival of the; with complete success in their experiments onsmelting warranted the distriet attorney Jn using those printed 

li ee Boston, with Liverpool advices to the copper ore. They eonstrueted a very simple furnace, acts, as evidence. . : 
Acala LUO: m j l i which eost only ten dollars. in. which they smelted, on 4, Exception was taken in this decision hy the counsel 
ign ie e " Rae f Mr =the 93th of September last, 2,500 penni of ore, from; for the claimants. . 
"The war panie excited by the pu Ee T A yj whieh they ohtained nearly 700 lbs. of good. copper, Shinplaster cases. Baltimore county coun at its 
Pickens’ report, and the position of McLeod a al- € pronounced by competent judges to be superior to theflate session, decided the elass of eases known un- 
fair, had somewhat subsided. Whilst some of theg South American pig copper. The time oecupied in* der the above significant title. The judgments render- 
publie journala were endeavoring lustily to blow upËproeuring from the ote the above, amount of coppert; ed by the magistrates in favor of the plaintiffs have 
a flame, the tone in the official eireles 13 calmẸwaa only nine hours. Neither Mr. Allord or Mr ff been sustained, and the parties making the issues are 
and pacific Thomas had any experience in the business of smelt- ae reena iiie by he deliberate opinion af He 
f i i i is j ore who 
i roof of confidence in the continn- Eing, and the result is justly deemed a matter of greatkeourt, judges Magrader an urviance, be 
* Eel p und in the tura which the cotton consequence to that territory, which abounds in rieh$;the above causes were argued. We congratulate the 
i n e vd bd Demand became active andj COPPer ore. community upon the result, aa now some check will 
market had taken. De a 


: d : be pnt to these issues, which parties have been in the 
prices advanced upon receipt of Pickens’ report, Anvonro, the slave of capt. Ferrer, of the Amistad, habit of imposing upon the public, and when called 


but on the day the Aeadia lett, the extra dematid had who was, according to the decree of the district court, apon to redeem them, take, if not the dishonest, at all 


; EX OUT a | 
= 1 -n to previous rates. ato have been delivered up to the Spanish authorities, E : couchaethasenisaues 
us D eu Ba ellos E has within a few days been among the missing at Newgie V6 1s the most ungracious defence, 
leg 2 


Rainer We have thispidaven. tis understood that he gave leg bail, with are contrary to law. [Basan 
Symloms of war with America. — au two sureties for his apprann and that the sureties Moxey MARKET. Itis a singular state of the mi 
day | AM He CALI eau t i S NK have probably before this time delivered liim up. market en the banka of our ciy, e De 
pare tor ally emergency ay IS E i y supposed to derive strength from deposites an 
Ease of Ale Lead (andi the regole coute m B Pei rs, tbt Ney uf frr va rit dom uly’ e account, decine opening 
we do not think there is a man in the kingdoni butice 937,123 in specie, and that their eirculation, afterpi3eW accounts with ciuzens; ane Be en ue un c 
will demand justice), have directed six regimentsé deducting the notes held by banks amounted 6,613,257 stand, the course which most of tlie banks of our city 
to hold themselves in readiness to embark for Pt = ave compelled to adopt. UN. Y. poper. 
j 


TRE 


America—two of which are the 19th and 84th re-b Boston bank dividends. The following are the divi-H — Mireurnt, C. F. Astounding villainy. We state 
imenta, now in Ireland. dends recently declared by the Boston banks, and pay-® with pain that several forged drafts on the New York 
It is also stated in private letters from the firsij;ably on Monday next. The gross amount is $495,750 
circles in Paris, that lord Grenville on the 27th ult.Eon an aggregate capital of $17,650,000. Atlas, 25 per 
officially announced to M. Guizot that the EnglisbẸ cent; Atlante 3; Boston 35; City none; Columbian 3;j 
overnment would find it necessary to send ten sail& Eagle 8; Freeman's 3p Globe 3; Granite 3; Hamiltong 
of the line to the same quarter. Of course a fleet Hi 4 dr lcu: n be aN Md Mere 
aay - I chants 24; New England 3; North 25; Shoe andi 

of steamers will form part of such an expedition. BLoailier ERE 31; Shawmut 3; State 23; Suffolk 4; 


The London Spectator issued prior to the sailing South 2; Tremont 3; Traders 3; Union 3; Washing 
of the Acadia, makes horrid war upon the report ol 


i T Dn ; t pretend to deny his guilt. 
Nunc ee os ME pea A Malers bank of C Uae TD Albany Evening Jour Mitchell bus ban one of the most determined and 
tor the following sensible remarks: 


.. Eual says, the mortgages deposited with the comptrollerBvehement applicants for office the past winter. By 
“Every thing seems to conspire to aggravate illgby the Millera bank of New York, were sold on Fri-Eimportunity, meer and bargaining, he had com- 
feelings and to neutralize hetter dispositions. Whicbi;day at the Merchants’ Exchange. "The amount of thejpined a large influence in favor of his application; but 
is lord Palmerston doing? Rumor says that he has hwhole, principal and interest, waa $85,272. They sold Bit was promptly overruled by general Harrison and his 
sent oul peremptory demands for Mr. McLeod’s jfor $64,705 an cash. The dividend to the bill-holderss cabinet, who appointed a better man tothe place be 
discharge, aad orders for ships of the line to back gil be over TE d ‘ Fisolicited. Mitchell had already been left ont of the next 

i r ; e banks at Richmond. suspended specie payments 

di dedu aber ud te S. E i " j Band the admiuistration that they are so well rid of a 


"state bank at Albany, amounting to several thousand 
dollars, have just been returned to brokers of this city 
and Philadelphia, and there is no reasen to doubt that 
their forgery is the work of C. F.:Mitchell, late member 
of congress from Niagara & Orleans counties. Mitchell 
has fled, and the officers of justice are now in hot pur- 
uit of him. Ina letter to the Courier and Enquirer 
Bhe intimaics that he will not be taken alive. He does 


ficongress hy his constituents. We congratulate them 
B JE aee > P on the 6th instant, having sustained heavy drains fork 

Sa es that E i a ‘some time past. They resolve that they will be ready g{rascal, ] ' 
é f PEU ARE TR i e that theti9 Tesume specie payments cotemporaneously with the Lle has probably gone to England in the Caledonia, 
officers of the crown, and made quite sure that. theÑ hanks of Philadelphia or Baltimore, or whenever theEhongh he tries to give the impression that he has start- 
United States can be called upon to give up Mr.Ẹbalance of trade between this state and the northernEled for Texas. He has left. wife, cbildren and frienda 
McLeod, before he has made appearance before the cities will render such a measure prudent and safe; and&in the lureh. without a arting word—his family, we 
tribunals, on a SERRE which, pele formally. x Eo this end it will be the fixed policy to ohserve the u.-fibelieve, wholly unprovided for. — [N. Y. Log Cabin. 
ever groundlessly made. must be legally disposed of? 


5; : ! 
i most prudence in their discounts, and to proceed t ; 2 

Has lord Palmerston chosen the proper time and Ropsrns & Sons. Most of our readers have heard 

mode of urging the demand to secure suecess? The 


nvert into active and available resources their sus- i 
Penden debts and EEEE balances : uf Vies taney, d ww Sons, the famous Sue 
A " 2 ate SE & eld eutlers. odgers’ penknives, scissors, &c. have 

most reasonable detnand may be so put as to makefy ‘The other banks of the state had previously sus Baer ee SPEI 
it eec to accede; the tnt y wend be glad pended. , ; eae RADI I. a 
to know how lord Palmerston has managed.” p Bank of the U. S. of Pennsylvania. Tuomas Deun- he time that the various woikmen of Messrs. Rodgers 

London, March 18, (evening). Upon mature res LAP, e8q. has resigned the office of president of the 
: 8, (evening ). 2 


JUEN Ehave been in the service of that firm—and the result 
EE fF the adi ener joank—col. Drayton, formerly of South Carolina, hasg 
flection the tenor of the advices received yesterday) eeq elected in his place. ‘The committee report in 


reflects the highest credit on both the employers and 


[rom New York, ia considered decidedly more satis-Biayor of a change of the name and charter of the in [he Mud P tele 
factory than the previous accounts, and consequent: Bsritution—eapitol to be reduced to fourteen millions—§j 55 years VE MICE 
ty the alarm which prevailed here, on the subjects " 


L $ post nutes and proxy voting prohibited—speeial security Bi 45 1 
of peace or war, has in some degree subsided. Theff'o be given—the directors to inquire into the obligations 35 to 40 3 
best proof ot this is the fact of a farther advance infincurrcd by the former officers of the the bank, and if} 30 to 35 3 
the prices of all securities, both English and foreignf}possible to proceed by legal means ta enforce the ful- — $5 to 30 5 
yesterday and to-day; those who had speculated tor filmen of them—the is of the benk aneor from 20 to 25 13 
PN s 4 ispositio - » theirfjvatis to keep secret the transactions of the bank from 15 to 20 3 
Se aes ae position to change th Ehe directors and cummittees of stockholders, &c. &e.E 10 to 15 is 
= 5 x " » i H A ^ 
It is said that four ships of war were fitting out Connacticut—clection, The general eleetion just 9 to 10 134 
with despateh—two at Sheerness, and two al Porls-jr terminated, is said to have resulted in favor of the whig S lo E 143 
mouth. ‘Their destination was supposed to he trans- B^ 2ndidates throughout. Under 2 years 66 


. fA. Sometime since, the workmen in the employment of 
phia 9 Messrs. Rodgers, invited those gentlemen to a dinner 
t—and presented them with a gold cap, which cost 90 
guineas, as a testimony of the esteem in which they 
were held, for their hberality in. giving the best prices 
‘ior work, and for their general gentlemanly demeanor 
xto these in their employ. [Boston Joar. 


James Warr. A truly great man. The Philadel- 
phia National Gazette says A London newspaper 
states that the university of Edinburg has ordered a 
eytatue of James Watt from sir Francis Chantrey, 
*vhich will be the sixth erected to the memory of that 
creat man. And the editor remarks that "even the 
statuvs to the duke of Wellington are fewer in num- 
bers thun those to plain James Watt, which with all 


Atlantic. 

* Two o'clock.— Consols are sleady at 88 1-4 to 4-8 J , ra 
for money, and S32 to} for account; new 34 per, He will long be, remembered for his publie spirit 
cents; 967 to 97, and exchequer bills 6s. to 8s. prem. E m od end Mugs a] waysin which he 

The money markel. Loudon, March 49. The ris contri autc to build up Philadelphia. The beauti- 

; : 5 athe ial cemetery, which was laid ont and planted under 
favorable impression produced by (he news reeei¥-F is immediate supcrvision, remains as a monument of 
ed by the Columbia from America, has led lo a fur-Éiis taste and industry. When such men die, sociey [: 
ther improvement in the funds to-day. Consels$loses a benefactor, and his circle of friends suffer a loss 
for the account having closed at 58$ to $, being à Wwhich is irreparable. 
er cent. advance since yesterday. — ExchequerBl In the New York American of the Ist inst. we find 
ills were Gs. o 83. prem. Erbe following aniunciation of the death of Herman Le 
ipi esq. the forhen in laot he n veel Webster. 
e mE The venerable Herman Le Roy, died last evening in 

CHRONICLE. ibe Sich year of his age. i PR 

AMERICAN COAL. ‘The Pottsville Miners’ Journal For nearly two-thirds of that long term of life, Mr febecoming respect and reverence for the illustrious eot- 
states thatthe quantity of foreign coal imported intoBLe Roy was honorably cunneeted with the commerve dier, says something for the intellectual and moral ad- 
the Uinted Stares last year will not fall much short offfof our city, whieh he has seen rising fiom a pettygvancement of the age” If we crr nui, (says the Gas 
200,000 tons. There is at present a duty on this articleB community until it has become the commercial einpo- eti) the progress of civilization among civilized na- 


Dearus. James Ronaldson, expired in Philadel 
don Monday last, in the 73d year of his age. 


of $1 63 per ton; yet on account of the difficulues of rium. dons is surely though gradually removing the passion 
internal naviradun, foreign voal muy be brought Irom 3 EST p . Filer war and ns glones. As the arts ef destructien and 
poeton, Novn Scotia, usd aod ini New Yoik ani Boss Law prcisions. The admissibility of printed copies # ihe physical courage to use them once constituted the 
ton 14 profit. of English acts of parliament, as evidence in the Unit highest merit of Christian gentlemen,—the. knights of 
tree? Britain imposes a duty of seven dollars a ton the days of chivalry—itis not wonderful that this age 
on foreign Coal thus protecting her own commodity still. fosters in a. great degree the spirit of the bloody 
meninst cometon, The mining business in this past. The adoration for heroes, —not heroes only who 
country it is sai! has not been, on the avernge, protita- have periled their own lives for the cause of justice or 
Vie to those engaged in it, T the importation of foreign iberty, but those who have urged millions on to self- 
coal from Nova Scota should be restricted by a hea- sacrifice to achieve fruitless victories or gratify the lust 
vier duty, eo ag to aifurd adequate protection to the do- of conquest,—the adoration for this class is giving 
tietie ariicle, the exinpetinen between home produ- place to sentiments of respect for the true benefactors 
Die coena GNO Was. furly established, of humanity, the ingenions and lnborious in the arts of 
would brinz Gown the price (o a minimum atandard. peace. There is less to awaken noble reflections in 
a the thunders uf a thousand fields of strife than in the 
single stroke of a piston. Between the Wellingtons 
snd the Watts, the future will discriminate. 


ed States courts, waa determined lastweek in a case 
1a the district court where the United States were pro- 
É seeutors against certain imported glass ware. 
The district attorney offering to read certain acts of 
parhament, procured from the official printer to the 
crown, it was objected to hy Mr. Puterson on behalf, 
fof the elaunants, and insisted thut such aeta could 
;inly be received in evidence when authenticated by 
the signature of the secretary of state for for eign af- 
lairs. 
The court decided that convenience, and abeneficial 
AMERICAN coprer. A late number of the Wiskon-Grelaxanon of the ancient strict rules of practicc—aa 
ean Enqtrer saye that Merere W Alford and F. wb well ae analogy derived from the custom no 4 univereal 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
ADDRESS OF FRESIDENT TYLER, TO THE PEOPLE 
OF THE UNITED STATES. 

FELLOW citizens: Before my arrival at the seat 
of government, the painful communication was 
made to you, by the officers presiding over the se- 
veral. departments, of the deeply regretted death of 
WiLLIAM Henry Harnison, late president of the 
United States. Upon him you had eonferred your 
suffrages for the first office in your gilt, and had se- 
lected him as your chosen iusttument to corrcet aud 
reform all such errors and abuses as had uiauifest- 
ed themselves froni time to time in the practical 
operation uf the government. While standing at 
the threshold of this great work, he has, by the dis- 
pensation of an all-wise Providence, been removed 
from amongst us, and by the provisions of the con. 
stitution, the eiorts to be direeted to tlie aecom- 
plishing of this vitally inportant task bave devolved 
upon myself. This saine oceurrence has subjected 
the wisdom and sufficiency of our institutions to a 
new test, For the first time in our history, the per- 
son elected to the vice presidency of the United 
States, by the happening of a contingency provided 
for in the constitution, hag had devolved upon hiin 
the presidential offiee. The spirit nf faction, which 
is directly opposed to the spirit of a lofty patriotisin, 
may find in this oceaston for assaults upon my ad- i 
ministration. Aud in sueceeding, under cirenm- 
stances so sudden and unexpected, and to responsi- 
bilities so greafly augmented, to tbe administration | 
ol puhlie affairs, I shall place in the inlelligence and 
patriotism of the people my only sure reliance.— 
My earnest prayer shall be constantly addressed to | 
the all-wise and all-powerful Beiug who made me, 
and by whose dispensation I am called to the high 
office of president of this eontederacy, understand- 
ingly to carry out the principles of that constilution 
whieh | have sworn “to protect, preserve and de- 
fend.” 

The usual opportunity whieh is afforded to a 
chief magistrate upon bis induction to office of 
presenting to his countrymen an exposition of the 
policy which would guide his administration, in the 
form of an inaugural address, not having, under the 
peculiar cireumstanees which have bronght.me to 
the discharge of the high duties of president of the 
United States, been aliorded to me, a. brief exposi- 
tion of the principles whieh will govern me in the 
general eourse of iny administration of public al- 
fairs would seem to be ilne as well to myself as to 
you. In regard to foreign nations, the groundwork 
of iny policy will be jusuee on our part to all, sub- 
miting to injustiee from none. While] shail se- 
dulously cultivate the relations of peace and amity 
with one and ail, it will be my mast imperative duty 
to see that the honor of the country shall sustain no 


| ow appointment. 


blemish. Witi a view to this, the cundition of our 
military defences wilt beeome a matter of anxious 
solicitude. The army, which has in other days 
covered itself with renown, and the navy, nof in- 
appropriately terined the right ario of the publie 
detence, which has spread a light of glory over the 
Auneriean standard in all the waters of the earth, 
should be rendered replete with efficiency. 

In view otthe fact, well avouched by history, 
that the tendeney of all human institutions is to 
Concentrate power in the hanJso ils 
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that their ultimate downfall has proceeded from this 
cause, [ deem il of the most essential importance 
that a complete separation should take place be- 
tween the sword and the purse. No matter where 
or how the public moneys shall be deposited, so 
long as the president can exert the power of ap- 
poiuting and removing, at his pleasure, the agents 
selected for their eustody, the cominander-in-cbief 
ot the army and navy is in fact the treasurer. A 
permanent and radical change shonld therefore be 
deereed. ‘Tle patronage incident to the presiden- 
tial office, already great, is constantly increasing. 
Such inerease is destined to keep pace with the 
growth of our population, until, without a figure of 
speech, an army of officeholders may be spread over 
the land. The unrestrained power exerted by a 
selfishly ambitious man, in order either to perpetu- 
ate his authority or to hand it over to sone lavorite 
as lus successor, may lead to the employment of all 
the means within liis control to accomplish his ob- 
ject. The right ta remove from office, while sub- 
Jected to no just restraint, is inevitably destined to 
produce a spirit of erouebing servility with the offi- 
cial corps, whieh, in order to uphold the hand which 
feeds thein, would lead to direct and active inter- 
ference in the elections, both state and federal, 
thereby subjecliug the course of state legislation to 
the dictation of the chief exceutive officer, anıl 
making the will of that officer absolute and sn- 
preme. I will, at a proper time, invoke the action 
of congress upon this subjeet, and shall readily ac- 
qniesee iu the adoption of all proper measures which 
are calculated to arrest these evils, so full of danger 
in their tendency. | will remove no inenabent 
from office who has faithfully and honestly acqoit- 
ted himself of the duties of his office, except in such 
cases where snch officer has been guilty of an ae- 
live partisanship, or by see:et means—the less maun- 
ly, and therefore the more objeetionable—has given 
his official influence to the purposes of party, there- 
by bring the patronage of (he government into eon- 
fliet with the freedoin of elections. Numerous re- 
movals may become necessary under this rnle.— 
These will be inade by me through no ascerbity of 
feeling. I tiave had no cause to cherish or indulge 
unkind feelings towards any, but my conduet will 
be regulated by a profound sense of what is due to 
the country and its institutions; nor shall 1 neglect 
toapply the same unbending rule to those of ny 
Freedom of opinion will be to- 
lerated, the full enjoyment of the right of suffrage 
will be maintained as the birthright of every Ame- 
riean citizen, but [ say emphatically to the official 
corps, “thus far aud no further? 
longer upon this subject, beean 
offiee are iik 
conntrymeu to understand the principle of the ex- 
eeutive action. 

In all publie expenditures the most rizid econo- 
my should be resorted to, and, as one of its results, 
a publie debt in time of peace be sedulously avoid- 
ed. A wise and patriotie constituency will never 
object to the imposition of necessary burdens for 
useful ends; and true wisdom dictates the resort to 
such means, in order to supply deficieneies in the 
revenue, rather than to those doobttul expedients, 
which, ultimating in a publie debt, serve to embar- 
rass the resources of the country and to lessen its 
ability to mect any great emergency which may 
arise. All siuecures should be abolished. The ap- 
propriations sliould be direct and explicit, so as to 
leave as limited a share of discretion to the dis- 
bursing agents as may be found compatible with 
the publie service. A strict responsibility on the 
part uf ail the agents of the govermrent should be 
maintained, and peenlatian or defalcation visited 
with immediate expulsion trom office and the most 
condign punishinent. 

The publie interest also demands that, if any 
war bas existed between the government aml the 
eunency, it shall erase. Measures of a Hnaneial 
character, now having the sanction of lezal enact- 
ment, shall he [aithitully enloreed until repcaled by 
the legislative enthority. Bar I esse it to my slt 
to declare that I regard existing enactinents as un- 
wise and impolitic, and in a ligu degree oppressive. 
l shall promptly give my sanction to any constitu- 
tional measure which, originating in congress, 
shall have for its object the restoralion of a sound 
cirenlating meditim, so essentially neeessary to 
give coufidenee in all the trauzactious of lile, to 


se removals from 


] have dwelt the | 


ely often to arise, and 1 would have my | 
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Secure to industry its just and adequate rewards, 
and to re-establish the public prosperity. In de- 
ciding upon the adaptation of any such measure to 
the end proposed, as well as its conformity to the 
constitution, 1 shall resort to the fathers of the 
great republican school for advice and instruction, 
to be drawn irom their sage views of our system of 
government, and the light of their ever glorious 
example. 

The institutions under which we live, my coun. 
trymen, secure each person in the perfect enjoy- 
ment of all his right. The spectacle is exhibited 
to the world ol a goverument deriving ifs powers 
from the consent of the governed, and having im- 
parted to it only so much power as is necessary for 
tts successful operation. ‘Those who are charged 
with its administration should caretully abstain 
trom all attempts to enlarge the range of powers 
thus granted to the several departments of the go- 
vernment, other than by an appeal to the people 
lor additional grants, lest by so doing they disturb 
that balance which the patriots and statesinen who 
{rained the constitution designed to establish be- 
tween the federal government and the states com- 
posing the union. The observance of these rules 
is enjoined upon us by that feeling of reverence 
and affection which finds a place in the heart of 
every patriot for the preservation of union and the 
blessings of nnion—for the goud af our children 
and our children’s children, through enuutless ge- 
uerations. An opposite course could not fail to 
generate factions, intent upon the gratification of 
their selfish ends; to give birth to local and sec- 
tional jealousies, and to ultimate either in break- 
ing asunder the bonds of uuinn, or in building up a 
central system, which would inevitably end ina 
bloody seeptre and an iron crown. 

In conclusion, L beg you to be assured that I 
shall exert myself to carly the foregoing principles 
into practice during my administration of the go- 
vernment, and, confiding in tlie protecting care of 
an ever-watehful and overruling Providence, it 
shall be my first and highest duty to preserve unime 
paired the free institutions under which we live, 
and transmit them to those who shall succeed me 
in their full force and vigor, JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, April 9, 1841. 


TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
A recommendation. 

When a Christian people feel themselves to be 
jovertaken by a great publie calamity, it heeomes 
them to humble themselves under the dispensation 
of Divine Providenee, to recognise His righteous 
| government over the children of men, to acknow- 
ledge His guodness in time past, as well as their 
own unworthiness, and to supplicate His merciful 
[o relecticn for the future. 

The death of WirLiAM Henny Harrison, late 
president of the United States, so soon after his 
elevation to that high uífice, is a bereavement pecu- 
liarly calculated to be regarded as a heavy affliction? 
and to impress all minds with a sense of the nncer- 
tainty of hunan things, and of the dependenceof na- 
tions, us well as of individuals, upon our Heavenly 
Parent, 

I have thought, therefore, that I should be acting 
in conforinity with the general expectation and feel- 
ings of the community, in recommending, as [ now 
do, to the people of the United States, of every re- 
ligious denomination, that, according to their seve- 
ral modes and forms of worship, they observe a day 
ol fasting and prayer, by such religious services as 
nay be suitable on the occasion; and [ recommend 
| Friday, the fourteenth day of May next, for that 
purpose; to the end that, ou that day, we may all, 
with one accord, join in humble aud reverential ap- 
proaeh to Him, in whose hands we are, invoking 
Him to inspire ua with a proper spirit and temper 
of heart anl mind under these Irowns of His Provi- 
dence, and still to bestow His gracious ben«dictions 
upon cur government and our conntry. 

JOHN TYLER. 


Washingt, . ?pril 13, i811. 


THE Vick PRESIDENT ov THE Unirrp STATES. 
According to the usages of the United States senate, 
previous to the adjournment of the session the vice 
president retires from the ehair, in order that a pre- 
silent pro tent. may be chosen, who, in case of sueh 
au tuvident as the couulry is now in mourning, suc- 
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ceeds to the vice presidency. At the lale extra 
session of the senate, SAMUEL L. SouTHARD, esq. 
of New Jersey, was ehosen president pro fem. of 
that body, and is now therefore vice president of 
the United States. Immediately on hearing of the 
death of president Harrison he left hone for Wash- 
ington, but was taken ill on the road, and is now 
confined at Trenton. 

We find the following on the subject of the offices 
of president and vice president of the U. States in the 
National Intelligeneer, of Thursday the 15th inst. 

‘An erroneous coneeption of the quality and de- 
signation ot tbe office devolving on the vice presi- 
dent, in case of the presidents removal [ram office, 
or of bis deatb, resignation, or inability, seems to 
prevail in some of the public papers, in which Mr. 
Tyler is styled the geting president: as if he were 
still, ex officio, vice president, merely acting ad ta- 
terim as president; the office proper of president be- 
jog vacant, and he performing the duties of that 
office in his quality of vice president. Whereas he 
is, to all intents and purposes, by the appointment 
of the constitution and by election, president of the 
United States; invested with the offiee proper of 
president, with as plenary right and authority as his 
predecessor, gen. Harrison; and exercises the pow- 
ers of the offiee, not in his quality of vice president, 
but of president, the office of viee president being 
vacated by his aecession to the office of president, 
or entirely merged in the superior offiee. By the 
terms of the constitution, the office of president 
«devolves on the vice president.” By his original 
election as vice president, he was provisionally elect- 
ed president; that is, elected to the office of presi- 
dent upon the happening of any one of the conditions 
provided in the constitution, 


The constitution uses very different terms when | 


il eomes to provide for the reraoval, death, &e. 
both of president and vice president. For sueha 
case congress is empowered to provide, by *tdeclar- 
ing what offieer shall then act as president; and such 
officer shall aet aecordingly, until the disability be 
removed, or a president shall be eleeted. The office 
of president devolves uot on him; he still retains 
his original office and official designation; as, for 
example, president pro fem. ot the senate, speaker 
of the house of representatives &c. and in quality 
of that office performs, ad interim, the duties ol 
another office; be becomes endued with two politi- 
cal capacities at the same time; ex officio, he is mere- 
ly president pro tempore of the senate, &e. and by 
that designation acts as president. Such an officer 
might properly enough, in common parlanee, be 
styled acting president, though we conceive his 
strictly official designation should be, “president 
pro tempore of the senate, (as the case may be), 
acting as president of the United States.” Not so 
the vice president when the office of president de- 
volves on him. He is no longer vice president, 
but becomes president ex officio, and fills up the va- 
cancy for the residue of the original term: the office 
of vice president is vacated by his accession to the 
office of president; he can neither perform the du- 
ties nor receive the salary appropriated to the office 
of vice president. Nor does there seem any con- 
stitutional provision for filling the offiee of vice 

resident, though all its active duties are to be per- 
ormed bya president pro tempore of the senate, 
chosen by the senate, in the absence of the vice 
president, or when the office of president devolves 
on him. The person, so chosen, takes not the office 
proper of vice president, but a new office under the 
designation of “president pro lem pore of the senate.” 


RESPECT FOR THE MEMORY OF PRESIDENT HAR- 
RISON. 

At every city, town and village in the nnion as 
tlie unwelcome tidings of the death ol the president 
arrives, it is received with every demonstration of 
mourning and regret, and followed iminediately by 
euch marks of respect to his memory as the seve- 
ral communities have it in their power to offer. 
Such legislative bodies as happen to be in session, 
are amongst the foremost to demonstrate their sym- 
p with the general impulse. That exhibited 

y the legislature of Maryland, in leaving the seat 
of the state government, and attending the faneral as 
an organized body, is amongst the most touching 
evidenees of the kind. 

The appropriate course of governor Porter, of 
Pennsylvania, in the solemn conjuucture, and of the 
legislature of that state, is worthy of record. The 
message of the governor, announcing to both houses, 
the demise of president Hanrison, bore strong and 
emphatie testimony to the "publie services and 
private worth of the distinguished citizen” whose 
death, the authorities and people of the eommon- 
wealth were then called npon to notice and de- 


announeing the melancholy event, and directing 
that, as a testimony of deep felt sorrow, under the 
afflietive visitation, the pnblie offices should be 
closed, and the transaction of public business sus- 


pended for the day. 


A deputation of members from eaeh branch of 
the legislature of that state, were also appointed to 
proceed from Harrisburg to Washington, for the 
purpose of representing that body at the funeral. 
The legislature of New York adopted such mea- 
sures as the occasion enabled them to do, to testify 
their feelings. The respective courts, wherever 
they were in. session, have officially united in the 
general expression—generally—indeed we may say 
with but a single exception so far as we have no- 
ticed, the 1aunicipalities of all the principal cities 
and towns in the union took immediate measures | 
to evidence their respect for the deceased—unless, 
indeed the measure was anticipated by a general 
meeting of the communily. The whole laud may 
be literally said to be festooned with the sad em- 
blems of wne, and the mournful tone of the iaufiled 
bell—or muffled drnin—or the sad sonnd of the half 
hour gun is heard from valley to valley, or from hill 
top to hill top, over the wide expanse of these 
United States—telling the tidings of bereavement. 

To attempt even an abbreviation of what sponta- 
neously bursts forth {rom millions of people and 
from thousands of communities, on this occasion, 
Still more so, any 
effort tn give the breathings of the public press. 
We ean bnt cull a few brief pages from the mas- 
sive columns that now crowd every paper in the 


would be a fruitless attempt. 


union. 


The whole people npon this solemn oecasion have 
felt alike. Not a shadow of party distinction is felt. 
The wildest elements have been awe-strnck as by a 
solemn injunction, “PEACE—BE STILL," and the | 
There is 
but one family of Amerieans at the tomb of Wm. 


turbulent waves in a moment subside. 


Henry Harrison. 


General Harrison’s family. Must sincerely do 
we mingle nur condolences with this bereaved fa- 
Ye know well, as all must, that the blow 
that has lighted down upon them from the hand of | 
But it must be 
one exceeding consolation to them, that a nation ; 
weeps with them, and that a nation will revere the 
character, and cherish the memory, of one they loved 


mily. 


the Almighty, is heavy and severe. 


so much and so worthily. 


The following relatives of gen, Harrison were 
present in the city on the day of the funeral, viz: 
Mrs. Jane Harrison, of Ohio, [son's widow] and 


two sons. 


Mrs. Taylor, of Virginia, [niece] a daughter and 


two sons. 


Pike Harrison, [grandson] son of J. C. S. Harri- 


son and grandson ot gen. Pike. 
Mr. D. O. Coupeland, of Ohio, [nephew]. 


Mr. Benjamin Harrison, of Berkeley, [nephew]. 
Henry Harrison, [graud-nephew] son of the pre- 
ceding, who has acted as confidential secretary of 


the president. 


Dr. John Minge, of Charles city, Virginia, [ne- 


phew]. 


We may also add the name of Mrs. Findlay, of 
Ohio, who adopted Mrs. Jane Harrison as a daugh- | 
ter, and who almost invariably oceupied the right | 


hand of the president at his table. 


The following are the surviving relations who 


were absent. 
Mrs. Harrison, the general’s bereaved wife. 
John Scott Harrison, the only living son. 
Mrs. Judge Short, eldest danghter. 
Mrs. Dr. Thornton, daughter. 
Mis. Taylor, daughter, 
near North Bend. 


Mr. Taylor and his wife and family were expect- 
ei to become members of the president's family tor 


the whole tern of his service. 


The following are the names of the deceased inein- 


bers of the family. 


Luey Harrison, a daughter, married judge Este. 
J.C. 8. Harrison, a son, married Miss Pike. 


Both dead 


Wiliam H. Harrison, jr. married Miss Jane Ir- 
llis widow presided at the presideut's table, 
and her personal graces have commended her to the 
alfections of all who have had the pleasure to know 


win. 


her. 


Dr. Benjamin Harrison, a son. Died the Jast sum- 


mer. 


Carter B, Harrison, a son, who was a lawyer of 
fine talents, and aceompanied gen. Harrison to Co- 
All of the sons left 


lumbia. 


Died two years ago. 
children. 


[ Madisonian, 


: In the night of Thursday before general Harri- 
lore, To the same end, a circular was addressed | son's death, he repeated the following verse from 

y the secretary of the commonwealth, to the heads | Isaiah 
of departments and other chief officers uf the state, Jing th 


All these are living al or 


to one of liis relations, at his side, remark- 
at it had made an impression on his mind, lin this chamber, to-day, 


which he had never been able to efface, vor fully to 
comprehend: 
Isaiah 21 chap. 1! and 12, verses. 
“He ealleth to me ont of Seir, watchman, what of 
the night? Watchman, what of the night?" 
“The watchman said, the morning cometh and also 
the night: if ye will inquire, inquire ye: roturn, cone 


Among the many appropriate and touching an- 
nunciations of our national bereavement, made in 
our churches on Sunday last, none could have been 
more so than was that of the reverend rector of 
Christ ebureh, Dr. Johns. He alluded most becom- 
ingly to general Harrison’s characler as a Chris- 
tian—to his having deviated from the usual and 
customary traek of all former presidents in their 
inangural addresses, in bis acknowledging his be- 
lief in the religion of Jesus Christ, which, as a mi- 
nister of the gospel, had particularly attracted his 
attention—of his habit of respectfully prostrating 
himsell, and of strictly eonforming to the services 
ofthe sanctuary while worshipping—and that since, 
Divine Providence, by the mysterious workings of 
his omnipotence, (whether for weal or woe, be 
could not undertake to say), had on that day spoken 
to our whole country in tones sufficiently loud and 
deep, his pulpit should be vacant, deeming it not 
becoming in him to add any thing therennto—and 
recommended his hearers to retire to their homes 
and in their prayers to commend our country, its 
rulers and its glorious constitution confidingly to an 
all-wise Providence. No American could have 
left the church, be his polities what they may, 
without having beea made to feel, if he did not be- 
fore, the grevious loss we bad sustained by the death 
of our illustrious chief magistate. [ Balt. Pat. 

Religions men feel an unusual degree of sympa- 
thy in the sudden decease of president Harrison.— 
His religious charaeter touches a sympathetic cord 
in their hearts. The Third Presbytery in New York, 
now in session, suspended its proceedings on Wed- 
nesday, and they determined to take a part in the 
solemn observanees in that city this day. The Pro- 
testant Episcopal ehureh in New York also, is about 
to take the lead in adopting some appropriate reli- 
gious exercise expressive of their grief in this na- 
tional hereavement.: It is expected a special day of 
humiliation and prayer will be set apart, or they 
will act in conjunction with the arrangements made 
by the civil authvrities. In some of the churches, 
the “prayer for a person under affliction,” has been 
varied, so as to read a prayer for a people under af- 
fiction, and in Trinity ebureh the reading of it 
melted the audience to tears. What an elevation 
it gives to the death of a great man, when it is 
known he has sustained a religious character. 

[PAil. North Amer. 

One of the first duties devolving upon congress, 
at the coming session, will be to provide in a man- 
ner worthy of a liberal nation for the bereaved fa- 
mily of general Harrison. His life was surren- 
dered in the serviee of the country—the cares and 
anxieties of public business, from none of which 
ihe would shrink, having in all possibility accele- 
rated his death. If he had known the sacrifice from 
the first, he was patriot enongh to have met it with- 
ont swerving a step—for the consciousness that his 
name and service would unite the great reforming 
party in harmony for the achievement of the coun- 
try’s deliverance would have been inducement suf- 
ficient to impel him to any personal risk. As the 
| action of congress on the subject will constitute a 
precedent for the future, we hope it will proceed 
upon a liberal and generous prineiple. 

The following senators and representatives in 
congress, being preseut in the city, attended the 
funeral of thelate president of the United States: 

[Nat. Int. 

Senators. Mr. Tallmadge, of New York, Mr. 
Benton, of Missonri, Mr. Merrick, of Maryland, 
Mr. Prentiss, of Vermont, Mr. Walker, of Missis- 
sippi, Mr. Cuthbert of Geoigia. 

Representatives. Mr. Adams, of Massachusetts, 
Mr. Saltonstall, of Massachusetts, Mr. White, of 
Louisiana, Mr. Cushing, of Massachusetts, Mr. 
Carter, of Tennessee, Mr. Sherrod Williams, of 
Kentucky, Mr. Jnbnson, of Maryland, Mr. Peek, of 
New York, Mr. Kemble, of New Yoik, Mr. Hall, 
of Vermont; also, Mr. Downing, delegate from Flo- 
rida, and Mr. Doty, delegate from Wiskonsan. 
TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF GENERAL HARRI- 

SON BY STATE LEGISLATURES. 
MARYLAND. 

Proceedings of the general assembly of Maryland 
on the death of the president: 

Annapolis, April 5th, 1841. 

In the senate—The hon. Richard Potts, of Frede- 
rick, announced the death of president Harrison, in 
the following chaste and appropriate terms: 

Mr. Presipent: We have taken our usual places 
with feelings that unfit us 


= 


for legislative action. An all-wise Providence has | 
seen proper to visit our country with an awful dis- 
pensation in removing from a place of highest earth- 
ly honor, to that of far more excellent glory, the 
lately installed bead of our nation. It is one short 
month, only, since at the capitol, was witnessed the 
imposing spectacle of the quadrennial inauguration | 
of a president, in the person of Wintiam Henay | 
HazRtsOeN, hallowed by invocations, throughout 
the land, for the blessings of Heaven, upon the 
Scene, which was there transacting. 

Although far advanced in life, his constitution 
hardened by toil in his country's service, and pre- 
served, in a measure, from usual decay, by habits 
of virtue and temperance, seemed to justify the as- 
surance that a generous people had not tasked him 
beyond his strength, nor overcalculated his probable 
lits. In the council of the Most High, however, 
there was other judgment in these matters. It was 
there determined, tbat this blow of heavy bereave- 
ment should fall upon our counfry, and at the close 
of a single month, his spirit should return to bim 
who gave it, atan instant, and under circumstances | 
which we will not permit ourselves to doubt, has | 
made him “immortal in both worlds.” | 

Let us then, Mr. President, at once tender the 
assurance of our deepestsympathy, with the wound- 
ed spirits of his afflicted family, and the mourning | 
tributes now, every where offering (rom his attached 
and severely stricken feflow citizens. This event| 
is the first of its kind, in our history; let us indulge 
the hope, and offer the fervent prayer, that if may 
also be the last. ; 

Immediately upon the conclusion of this address, 
the clerk of the house of delegates delivered a mes- 
sage proposing the appointinent of a joint commit- 
tee, to report “the proper mode of testifying the re- 
gret of the general assembly at the decease of the 
president.” 

Mr. Potts submitted a message in response, which 
was adopted. The Joint comioittee on the part of 
the house of Messrs. Brent, E. A. Lynch, Causin, 
Bowie and Presstman, and on the part of the senate 
ot Messrs. Potts, Howard, of Baltimore city, and 
Ricaud, proposed to the senate and house of defe- 
gales, respectfully, the following preamble and re- 
solutions, which were adopted, whereupon the ge- 
neral assembly adjourned. 

Whereas, the general assembly of Maryland 
feel the most unfeigned sorrow for the demise of 
Witttam H. Hannrison, president of the United 
States, and are over anxious to testify their respect | 
for the memory of the illustrious dead: Therefore, 

Be it unanimously resolved by the senate and house, 
of delegates of the stute of Maryland, That they sin- 
cerely' condole with the nation at large for the af- 
flicting calamity with which it has pleased Provi- 
dence to visit them, in the death of their much lov- 
ed president. 

And be it further unanimously resolved, That the | 
chairs of the president of the senate and of the 
speaker of the house ot delegates be shronded in 
black, and that the members and officers wear crape 
on the left arm for sixty days. 

And be it further unanimously resolved, That each 
branch of the legislature, accompanied by its respec- 
tive officers, will proceed to thecity of Washington, 
and attend the funeral of the late president, which, | 
it is understood, will take place on Wednesday 
next, and that the governor and secretary of state 
.be invited to unite with the legislature. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutians be l'ur- 
nished to the governor by the clerk of the senate. 

And be il further resolved, That the president of 
the senate and the speaker of the house of delegates, 
address a joint letter to the secretary of state, ap- 
prising him of the disposition of the legislature to 
unite in paying a tribute of respect to the memory 
of the late president as expressed in the above reso- 
lutions. 

And be it further unanimously resolved, That the 
governor of the state of Maryland, be requested to 
direct a copy of these resolutions to be transmitted 
to the respected Mrs, Harrison, assuring her of the 
profound respect this legislature will ever bear for 
her person and character, aud of their deep sympa- 
thies in her late afflicting bereavement. 

And be it further unanimously resolved, That both | 
houses of the legislature do now adjourn. 

In the house of delegates. Mr. Edward A. Lynch, | 
of Frederick county, arose and addressed tlie chair: | 

Ma. Speaker: While we have been inost anxi- 
ously and laboriously engaged in promoting the in- 
terests of our own beloved state, said tidings of be- 
reavement have been heard, and it becomes my 
painful duty to announce to you, and through you to 
this honorable house, that the great family of the 
union is witbout a head, this people without a fa- 
ther, this nation without aruler. The melancholy 
task devolves upon me of announcing the death of 
the chief magistrate of this confederacy, general. 


Wittram Henay HassrsoN. Sir, if tay lips had 
been touched, like the prophet of old, with hallow- 
ed fire, I might attempt a fitting eulogy of the cha- 
racter of the illustrinus deceased; but speaking 
as I do with “uncircumcised lips," I have not the 
power to express, and oppressed as [am with pain- 
ful emotions, I cannot command the utterance of 
my heartfelt grief. 

Yet, sir, [ feel that the occasion demands some 
mention of his services, and that this house expects 
and will require some tribute to his memory. 

Sir, gathered to his fathers, as your [amented pre- 
sident has been, in the fullness of his years and of 
his honors, when he had filled up the measure of 
his own and of his country’s glory, it would seem 
that at the moment whena grateful people had lift- 
ed him to the proudest elevation upon earth, Hea- 
ven had interposed to translate him to another 


world, where he might receive that reward of his! 


many services and virtues, which the highest earth- 
ly distinction bad failed to bestow. 

The lite of this distinguished hero, patriot and 
statesman, ineulcates a sublime moral lesson. Like 
the chivalrous Lafayette, his youth was devoted to 
the cause of humanity on the western frontier, and 
like the father of your country, his maturer years 
were spent at the head of your armies, or in the 
calin retirement of domestic life. Engaged in the 
pursuit of a liberal profession, his ear had canght 
the sound of arms upon the trontiers of the great 
west, and the eries of suffering families exposed to 
Indian massacre, awakened all his sympathies.— 
Discarding all private interests, he flew to the camp 
of Wayne, and amid the blood and carnage of a well- 
fought field, he won his early laurels in his bay- 
hood. Disaster and defeat had attended all our In. 
dian wars, until nnder the auspices of this gallant 
soldier, the red man was taught the efficiency of our 
soldiery, when led to battle by a skilful commander. 

Alter having repelled tlie savage tribes from your 
border and protected your frontier trom the toma- 
hawk and scalping knife, he heeame the governor 
of that vast region which had been conquered by 
his prowess. Valiant in battle, he was equally firm 
at the council fires, where he negotiated those trea- 
ties whieli secured to us, upon equitahle terms, an 
ahnost unlimited domain. And after his election 
to eongress, by a single act, requiring the public 
lands to be sold in small parcels, he opened the fo- 
rest to the early settlers. g 
the vast resources of the wilderness. He placed 
within the reach of the poor man a home and a free- 
hold. Fhe tide of emigration poured its fullness 
upon these once inhospitable regions, and where 
but a few years before was heard nothing but the 
sharp crack of the rifle, and the yell of the savage, 
the oppressed of the sons of the ehildren of men 
froro every quarter of the globe, sought a refuge 
and an asylum. The forest fell before the axe of 
the frontierman, that axe, which has brought with- 
in the pale of civilization a larger field than ever 
paled beneath the sword of a Cesar or the sceptre 
ofa Justinian. In this wild waste, within one ge- 
neration, empires have sprung up as if under tlie 
potent influence of a migician’s wand, aud cities 
now stud the margin of those waters which had roll. 
ed their tributary streams into the bosom of the king 
of waters from the creation of the world. 

At a later period of his life, when our arms had 
been dishonored and the nation filled with shame 
and dismay by the sarrender of Hull, upon our 
northern frontier, the hopes of the country were 
fixed upon hiin, and in a few short years he won 
back the trophies which had been lost, and added 
fresh laurels to the wreath which had already en- 
circled his brow. The spirit which animated the 
commander was infused into the bosoms of those 
who surrounded him, and a Croghan, a Johnson, 
and a Selby caught and reflected the bright beams 
of glory which emanated froin the commander-in- 
chtef of this army of heroes. Yes, sir, like another 
Fabius, after the disastrous battles of Canna and 
Thrasyinene, he was called upon to retrieve the 
losses of more inexperienced leaders. And under 
all exigencies, in every emergency, he has fulfilled 
his high destiny. 

After years of retirement he has of late been eall- 
ed, like another Cincinnatus, and like your own 
immortal Washington, whose severe virtues he so 
well imitated, from the plough to the first dignity 
of the republic. 

Bat to the hero and the statesman he snper-added | 
the adornments of the scholar; and the lighter tints 
of the bay were intermingled with the darker hnes 
ofthe laurel. He delighted to tread that classic | 
land which had been consecrated 1o perpetual fame 
by the stern virtues of the patriots, heroes, scholars | 
and statesmen, whoin succeeding generations still | 
propose as models. . | 

To this departmentofliteratare he directed much 
of his attention, not for the indulgence of literary | 


He gave us the key toj 
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curiosity or for purposes of display, but because 
he could not elsewhere find brighter examples of 
generous self-devotion and pure patriotism, than 
among the Greeks and Latins. Like tbe Ismenian 
priests of old, who sought amid the ashes of their 
altars some divination of coming events, he looked 
among the ruins and relics of the past, for light to 
guide him through the future. 

Mr. Speaker, virtues like his cast the odour of 
their sanctity around him, wheresoever he went in 
his earthly pilgrimage; and that ardent love of liber- 
ty which animated him in the land of his nativity, 
was equally displayed in distant climes. While re- 
presenting our government at Columbia, he became 
missionary of Anglo Saxon freedom to the descen- 
dants of the proud Castilian in the new world, and 
by precept and example subdued the ambition of 
the liberator Bolivar, who meditated the usurpation 
of absolute power. But, sir, lie has fallen. And 
like the aged trunk which was smitten by celestial 
fire among those ancient people, whose virtues he 
so much admired, he lias been consecrated in the 
heart and affections of his countrymen by the sud- 
denness and severity of the blow by which he has 
fallen, 

Mr. Speaker, our own beautiful institutions, like 
the temple of the children of Israel, were erected 
amid the dangers and confusion of battle, and with 
sword in hand, by our patriotic forefathers; and it 
| is for this reason perhaps that our people delight 
so much tu honor those who, to the qualities of a 
statesman superadd those of military greatness. So, 
let us cherish the memory of our dead. When we 
eease to reverence the illustrious dead, and prove 
| forgetful of the benetactors of the nation, the pe- 
‘riod will have arrived when the historian will com- 
mence the narrative of the decline and fall of our 
republic. 

Allthatremains of Wrrtram Henry Harrison 
is the clay cold tenement from which the spirit hath 
departed forever; and, sir, when he shall have been 
gathered to the receptacle of things which have 
been and are not, “goodness and greatness, and he, 
will fill one manument.? 

Mr. Jones, of Somerset, on seconding the resolu- 
tions offered by Mr. Brent, made some very affect- 
ing and appropriate remarks. 

VIRGINIA. 


| The following are the proceedings adopted by the 


executive of Virginia: 
Executive department, April 5, 1841. 

“The executive having reeeived the melancholy 
intelligence of the death of William Henry Harri- 
son, late president of the United States, and deem- 
ing it proper that measures should be adopted to pay 
all due honor to his memory, and to manifest a deep 
sense of the calamity which has so suddenly depriv- 
ed the American people of their chief magistrate— 
it is therefore ordered 

“Ist. That the Guard-house bell he tolled daring 
the day, and that the flag of the United States be 
displayed at the capitol and at the state armory, at 
half mast. 

«2nd. That one hundred guns be fired on the 
capitol square in the course of the day, at equal in- 
tervals of time commencing at sunrise and ending 
at sunset, 

“3rd. That the principal entrances of the capitol 
be hung with mourning drapery. 

“4th. That the members of the executive will 
wear crape lor thirty days, and that it be recoin- 
meaded to all the executive officers of the go- 
vernment to wear the saine badge for the same pe- 
riod. 

“That the execufive will unite with their fel- 
low eitiaens in whatever further demonstrations 
of respect for our distinguished fellow citizen and 
ehiet magistrate, they may deem proper toshew. 

“Captain Richardson, of the public guard, is 
charged with the execution of the first and third of 
the orders, and the duty required by the second, is 
assigned to captain Hyde ot the Richmond Fayette 
artillery.” 

In consequence of the above order from the exe- 
cutive the beil tolled during the day, and une hun- 
dred guns were fired froin the square. The eapitol 
was hung in mourning. [Richmond Eng. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
To the senate ond house of representatives of the com- 
monweulth of Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen: Intelligence has been received that 
WirriAM Henry Hagnisox. president of the Unit- 
ed States, has paid the debt of nature. He departed 
this life at fhe president’s house in the city of Wash- 
ington on yesterday morning. 

The public services and private worth of the dis- 
tingnished citizen who bad just been elevated to 
the highest station in the republic, call upon the 
general assembly of this cominonwealth, on behalf 
otour common constituents, for the appropriate tes- 
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timonials of public feeling whicb are inspire 
the melancholy event. 


DAVID R. PORTER. 

Executive chamber, April 5, 184t. 

When the message was read, Mr. Reed rose and 
addressed the chair as fellows: 

Mr. SPEAKER: The senate no doubt anticipates 
the object of the motion I am about to make. lt 
js to place among its archives the recorded expres- 
sion of the deep sorrow with which the intelligence 
of the death of the president of the United States 
has been received amongst us. A long life of pub- 
lic service has been suddenly terminated, and at the 
outset of a new career, which every American pa- 
triot hoped would be a career of usefulness the 

ower to render further and greater services has 

een arrested, and the inysterions dispensations of 
Providence have interposed to disappoint the na- 
tion’s hopes. At these dispensations we must not 
repine. Under this disappointment we should not 
mourn. Bot it is entirely consistent with subiois- 
sion, to testify our respect for the memory of the 
dead—our sincere sympathy with the sorrows of the 


living. The public services of gen. HARRISON are | 


now part of the unquestioned history of the country. 
They are placed by the hand of death beyond all 
party controversy which might exaggerate or depre- 
ciate them—and to his virtues a greateful people 
may now without dissent do disinterested justice. 
His was a long—an active—and an honored life. 
He lived without reproach. He tiled without an 
enemy to speak a word of unkindness or of dispa- 
ragement over his grave. S f 
Fifty years ago, the late president of the United 
States passed through the village where we are now 
sitting, on his way to his first campaign. The an- 
cient bnilding where the young soldiers then lodged, 
is yet standing. At that period. the institutions of 
our country were immature—their permanence un- 
certain—their efficacy untried. He has lived to see 


those institutions survive their hours of trial, and | 


jn tliose hours of trial he always stood faitbfally by 
them. He has lived to receive the highest honors 
of his country; but no honor did he ever in life re- 
ceive more worthy of his virtues than that sponta- 
neous tribute which, now that he has neither power 
nor patronage to bestow, the whole people pay to 
his memory. 

Mr. Reed then submitted the following resolu- 
tions, which, after a few appropriate remarks by 
Mr. Brown, were unanimously agreed to. 

Resolved, That the senate of Pennsylvania, hav- 
ing been informed of the death of the president of 
the United States, considers it a duty to the memo- 
ry of the dead, his publie services, unsollied charac- 
ter, and the station which he occupied, and to the 
deep sorrow which will pervade the nation, to ex- 

ress the mournfal sentient with which the intel- 
lienee has been received. 

Resolved, That a coromittee of four senators be 
appointed, to act with a committee of the house, 
should the house appoint such comiaittee, to report 
what measures should be adopted to testify the 
sense of the legislature on this mourulul occasion: 
and that the message received this morning froin 
the exeentive be referred to the committee. 

Resolved, That the senate do now adjouin. 

The speaker nained Messrs. Reed, Brown, Pear- 
son and Gibons, asthe committee, and the senate 
adjourned. 

In the house of representatives, when called to or- 
‘der, the message (given in the senate report) was 
presented, after which Mr. Law rose and addressed 
the ehair as follows: 

Mn. SPEAKER: The event just announced in the 
commmnieation from the executive, is one of the 
most solemn nature, and calls for the respectful con- 
sideration of the house. It is an event unprece- 
dented in the history of our country. Other presi- 
dents have paid the debt of nature, but it was after 
their career of usefulness had terminated. We have 
now atinonueed to us, for the first tiae, the death 
of one, who, as we all hoped, was about to set ont 
on a career of glory and of usefalness. Sir, it is an 
event which appeals to the sytapatliies of ull af us, 
and belore whieh all party considerations sink and 
dwindle into insignificanee. Tt is an occasion on 
which all of us feel only as Ataerican citizens, and 
not as members of this sect or that party, but as 
common children of our common country, Over 
the grave of departed excellence, envy, ambition, 
the prejudices of party, sectional feelings, and the 
animosities of faction, are hushed into silenee, and 
leave us time to look back upon along life of illus- 
services. 

This is not the time or the place to speak of the 
late president ashe deserves. Sir, [do not mean 
to enter upon his eulogy. 1 believe weall unite in 
the most profound regard for his virtues. As a 
brave soldier—as an enlightened statesman—as an 
upright honest man, he is entitled to the admiration 


d by |of this age, as he will obtain that of posterily. 
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hope the house on the present occasion will adopt 
without delay, some mode of testifying their re- 
spect for this illustrious man. There can be no 
doubt in regard to the present rumoer. {tis the off- 
spring of truth, and it comes in such a shape that it 
cannot be questioned. It demands the iaimediate 
action of the house. 

Mr. Lusk, of Susquehanna, then submitted the 
following preamble and resalution, whieh were una- 
nimonsty adopted. 

Whereas the melancholy information has reached 
this body by official announcement that an all-wise 
Providence has suddenly reinoved from this life, 
WinLiAM Henry Harrison, president of the U. 
States. Ant whereas, the members of this house 
feeling deeply impressed with the solemnity of this 
unexpected and painful intelligence, as a testimno- 
nial of suitable respect for the memory of the illus- 
trious deceased, be it 

Resolved, That a commiltee of four be appointad 
to act in conjunction with a similar committee of 
the senate (should the senate appoint such commit- 
tee) to report what further measures should be 
adopted ta signify the sense at this legislature un- 
der so afflicting a bereavement, aud that this house 
do now adjourn. 

The speaker named Messrs. Lusk, Smyser, Flen- 
nixen and Cox, the committee, when the bouse ad- 
journed. 

The joint committee, appointed to report the or- 
der to be observed in relation to the death and fu- 
neral of Wittiam Henry Harrison, late presi- 
dent of the United States, nade report:—That a 
committee, to consist of four senator and six repre- 
sentatives, proceed to Washington for the purpose of 
attending the funeral of the late president, in behalf 
of the people of the commonwealth of Pennsylva- 
nia; that Thoraas Williams, of the senate, be ap- 
nointed to deliver an eulogy upon the character and 
publie services of general Harrison, on Saturday, 
the 17th inst. in the hall of the house of represen- 
tatives; that the members of both houses wear the 
usual badge of mourning for the reraainder of the 
session; and that the governor be requested to for- 
ward a coppy of the proceedings to the family of 
the president. 

The committee, consisting of Messrs. Pearson, 
Kinsbury, Strom and Headly, of the senate, and 
Messrs. Cox, Brodhead, of Northampton, Smyser, 
Lusk, Chrisman and Hill, of the house, proceeded 
to Washington and atteaded the funeral of the pre- 
sident. 

All the bells in Harrisburg were tolled on the 5th, 
as a meaifestation of the sorrow felt by the citizens, 
without regard to party distinction. 

NEW YORK. 


Legislative honor to the memory of the late president. |. 


The legislature of the state convened on Tuesday 
at 9 o'cloek, A. M. to receive the officia! annuneia- 
tiun of the national bereavement, and shortly after 
(he prayer had been pronounced in the senate, a 
inessage was received from the governor, communi- 
eating in appropriate terms, the mournful intelli- 


gence. A shailar message was received by the as- 
sembly. In the senate, Mr. Taylor responded, in 


touching and eloquent language, to the melancholy 
announcement, ln the honse, Mr. Hoffman per- 
formed the same sorrowful duty. 

The following concurrent 1esolution was nnani- 
mously adopted in both branches of the legislature. 


Resolved, That the message of his excelleney, the 
governor, communicating intelligence of the lament- 
ed death of William Henry Harrison, president of 
the United States, be referred to a joiat committee, 
to consist of 8 members of the Snate, and 5 members 
of the assembly to take order thereupon. 

The two houses adjourned immediately after the 
passage of the above resolution, to meet at 10 o'clock, 
on the following morning. 

he adjutant general of the state of New York 
has issued an order from the comimander-in-chief of 
that state, that the nsual badge of inouraing be worn 


by all the commissioned olficcrs of the state, asa | 


manifestation of respect for tlie ieinory of the late 
president of the United States. We also directed 
that guns be fired by all the artillery companies in 
the slate from sunrise to sunset on the day alter the 
receplion of the order. 

BY THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

The New York Conrier & Enquirer of Tuesday, 
says: “It will be perecived that our common council, 
opposed as they were, politically, to the late presi» 
dent, have done thetiselves honor in promptly re- 
sponding to tlie general feelings ot the people, with- 
out regard to party. 

The following is the message of the acting mayor 
of New York, (Mr. Varian, the mayor, being sick.) 

Mayor's office, April 5, 1841. 

Gentlemen: 1t becomes my painful duty to an- 

nounce to you the welancholy intelligence of the 


I ;death of gen. WiLLIAM Henry HARRISON, presi- 


deut of the United States—an event, sudden, so- 
lemn and afflicting to tbe nation. Of his services, 
civil and military, n is unnecessary for me to speak 
—they are identified with the history of our country. 

I should do iojustice to my own feelings, and to 
the station I temporarily fill, were I not to partake 
of the general gloom that pervades the community, 
which mourns the loss of a chief magistrate, recent- 
ly called fiom peace and retirement to preside over 
a nation of freemen. 

1 respectfully suggest that such measures he ta- 
ken as will evince the respect and affection due to 
one who has occupied so exalted a station, and shar- 
ed so largely in the public confidence. 

Tam, with respect, gentlemen, yours, &c. 
ELIJAH F. PURDY, acting mayor. 

As there was not sufficient time to make ihe ne- 
cessary preparations by Wedaesday, the public pro- 
cession was postponed until Saturday. 

The Express of Wednesday, 3, P. M. has the fol- 
lowing paragraph: 

As we go to press, solemnily reigns in our midst. 
We hear the soleran notes of the funeral bell and the 
deep toaed roar of the minute guns, which come 
booming over our city. The flags upon our shipping 
are hung at half mast, as they are from every public 
place in the city. Nearly all the stores are closed, 
and more than the silence of the Sabbath reigns 
around us. Our places of public amusement will be 
closed to-night, and the remainder of the day devot- 
ed to a general reflection upon the nation's loss.— 
May God, in his wisdom, bless the land he lias affliet- 
ed, in the dispensation of his Providenee. 

The New York Historical society have resolved 
to wear the usual hadge of mourning, and the presi- 
dent of the society was requested fo pronounce an 
eulogium ou the death of gen. Harrison onsome day 
to be fixed herealter. 

'The students of Columbia college also resolved 
to wear the eustomary mourning for the late presi- 
dent. 

A similar resolution was adopted by the N. York 
chamber of commerce. 


On Wednesday, being the day set apart for the fu- 
neral solemnities of the late president, the stock ex- 
change boards of both Philadelphia and New York 
deemed if improper to do business, and immediately 
adjourned. 

New York and Brooklyn cilies. At a meeting on 
Tnesday of the joint committee of the cominon 
council of the city of New York and Brooklyn on 
the occasion of the decease ot WizzrAM HENRY 
Harrison, late president af the United States, the 
followiag preamole and resolutions were adopted: 
Whereas, it is announced that the funeral of the 
late president of the United States will take place 
on Wednesday, the 7th instant, at 12 o'clock at 
noon, it is resolved, by the joint committees of the 
eoinmon councils of the cities of New York and 
Brooklyn, that our fellow citizens of said cities 
are requested to close their stores and places of bn- 
siness to-morrow, from the hour of 12 at noon until 
sunset, and also all places of public amusements in 
the respective cities to-morrow evening—that the 
bells ol the several churches and the fire alarm 
bells in the two cities, be tolled from noon till 2 
o'clock, P. M. and that 68 minute guns (being the 
number of years of the late president), be fired 
from the battery, and also frora such places in the 
city of Brooklyn asthe committee from that city 
may desiguate—that the owners and masters of 
| vessels in the harbor, and the proprietors of all pub- 
lie places in the said cities are requested to display 
their flags al half mast during the whole day—and 
that our. fellow eitizens are requested to wear the 
usual badge of mourning for sixty days: 

Resolved, That the common conncils of the ci- 
tics of New York and Brooklyn will solemnize the 
death of the late president of the United States by 
a civic and military procession, io be composed of 
the military and ditferent societies and citizens of 
onr respective cilies—and that such procession 
take place on Saturday next. 

Resolved, That the diferent societies, trades and 
associations, and fire departments of our cities, are 
requested to send delegates to iaect a committee of 
this body on Thursday next, at. 12 o’elock, at the 
cominon council chamber, to make the necessary 
arrangements to carry out the views of the com- 
mon councils in an appropriate manner, 

Resolved, That the army and navy of the Untted 
States on this station, ale requested to co-operate 
with us in making the necessary arrangements, 
and that they are requested to send officers to re- 
present them at the meeting to be held at the.com- 
mon council chamber, Thursday at 12 o'elock. 

ELIAS L. SMITH, chairman. 

Joun A, UxpERWOOD, secretary. 
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On Saturday the funeral obsequies of president 
HannisoN took placein the city of New York. 
All business was suspended, aad all places of busi- 
ness closed. A procession was formed, comprising 


all the civil associations of the city, the teachers | 
and pupils of the public schools and seminaries of 


learning, the various benevolent societies, the offi- 
cers of the state and city governments, and of the 
courts, &c. &c. 

Nine regimeuts of infantry and cavalry, with 
banuers and uniforms trimmed with mourning em- 
blems, constituted the military part of the proces- 
sion. The ex-president of the United States, the 
governor, lieutenant governor, senate and house ol 
assembly of New York, the society of Cincinnati, 
gen. Scott, commodore Renshaw and other officers 
of the army and navy, members of congress, cler- 
gymen, and consuls, had appropriate places allotted 
to them. 

The conclusion of these imposing ceremonies, at 

-which many thousand were present, was as fol- 
lows: prayer by the rev. Dr. Cox, of the eity of 
Brooklyn; funeral oration by the hou. Frederick 
Frelinghuysen, chanceller of the university of the 
city of New York; arequiem written by general 
George P. Morris, and a beuediction by the right 
rev. bishop Onderdonk—the ceremonies to con- 
clude with the firiug of a volley by the U. States 
troops on duty. 

Protestant Episcopat church. The N. York Ame- 
rican of ‘Tuesday afternoon says—We are happy to 
learn from an official source, that the Protestant 
Episcopal church in this state is taking the lead in 
appropriate religious services, expressive of the 
sense of national bereavement, in the death of the 
Supreme executive of the nation. The first afflic- 
tion of the kind that has befallen us since we have 
been a nation. 

The following is the pastoral letter of bishop On- 
derdonk, appointing Friday the 23d inst. asa day 
of huiniliation and prayer, to be observed in the 
Episcopal church in the state of New York, iu 
token of reverential submission to the chastening 
hand whicti bas fallen so heavily ou the nation, in 
the death of its chief magistrate. 

To the clergy and laity of ihe diocese of New York. 

Brethren: The mournful dispensation of Divine 
Providence, hitherto without precedent, whieh has 
ceprived our country by death of its chief magistrate, 
has not, I trust, failed to nroduee in our hearts im- 
pressions of a deeply soleinn nature. To those whose 
faith embraces the wise ordering, in all things, of 
the High and Mighty Ruler of the universe, an 
event of such moment to a nation cannot, consist- 
ently with the dicfates of sound reason, be suffered 
to pass without leading to reflections of the inost 
serious kind. Nor ean we, as Christians, regard 
any impressions resulting from it, as at all adequate 
to the demands of our religion, which do not em- 
brace a full recognition of the hand of Gop therein 
manifested, and a deep solicitude, inthe spirit of the 
true faith and devotion of the gospel, to have it 
overruled to the best interests of our beloved eoun- 
try, and to the spiritual and eternal welfare of its 
citizens. Therefore, brethren, I affectionately com- 
mend the mournful subject to your heartfelt religions 
consideration. Ponder it well as a dispensation of 
Divine Providence, which, rightly received, may be 
surely expected to be, by His blessirg, fruitful of 
good; but neglected, or lightly treated, or profanely 
abused, must increase our personal and national 
guilt and punishment. Let it be a call to you to 
consider your way, as individuals, as members of 
the church, aid as citizens of the commonwealth. 
Let it lead you to inereased prayer that God wonld 
open the hearts al all orders of men among us to 
a just sense of their responsibility to Him for fide- 
lity in every department of duty and obligation 
which may rest upon them; and a personal realiz- 
ing, each one for hitazelf, of the solemn sudden 
ness with which the call may come to the great ac- 
couut that all must render to Hun “unto whom all 
hearts are open, all desires know, and {rom whom 
ho secrets are hid." Nor let me forget to commen: 
to your affectionate intercessions with that Merci- 
ful God and Heavenly Father, who has taught us in 
His holy word that He does not willingly afflict or 
grieve the children of men, the bereft family uf the 
venerated individual for whose loss our nation 
mourns. 

In the humble hope of contributing, by the Divine 
blessing, to our sojregarding and receiving this me- 
lancholy dispensation that it may be promotive of 
both public and personal itaprovement, 1 would that 
the diocese should observe on occasion of it, a so- 
lemn day of humiliation and prayer. Appropriate 
services will be seasonably set forth for its observ- 
ance, aud my reverned brethren the clergy are af- 
fectionately requested to endeavor, with Gou’s help, 
to direct their several portions of the flock com- 
mitted to our charge, to such a practical religious 


view of the occasion as befit its high and solemn 
import. d 

The day which 1 recommend for this purpose, is 
Friday, the 23d of the present montli of. April, un- 
less sorae other day should be appointed tor similar 
observance by the eivil authority; in which event, 
the latter will be substituted. ; 

Soliciting the union of your prayers with mine 
that this and all oar doings may be blessed to the 
advancement of Gop's glory, the good of His ehurch, 
the weltare of the nation, aud the spiritual and eter- 

nal benefit of its citizens, I remain, dear brethren, 
| your affectionale dioeesan, 
Bens. T, ONDERDONK, 
Bishop of the diocese of New York. 

New York, April 5, (841. 

Third Presbytery. The subjoined proceedings of 
the Third Presbytery of New York in reference to 
{the death of the late president Witttam Henny 
Harrison, have been handed us for publication. 
The feelings inavifested in these proceedings and 
| the course recommended to the chürelies, we know, 
will meet the hearty approbation of the people: 

At the stated ineetiag of the Third Presbytery of 
New York, April 7th, 1341, the committee to whom 
was referred the eonsideration of the course proper 
to be pursued by this Presbytery, in view of the 
death of the chief magistrate of the United States, 
and the recomipeudation ot the common council of 
the eity of New York, made a report which was 
adopted and is as follows, viz: 

“Resolved, 1. That this Presbytery deeply sym- 
palhise with their fellow citizens in the recent af- 
flietive dispensation of Divine Providence in the 
unexpected removal, by death, of William Henry 
Harrison, the president of the United States, which 
event occurred ou the 4th of April, at about one 
n'clock, A. M. 

*2. That this Preshytery distinctly recognize the 
hand of Godin this solemn Providence, by which 
He emphatically teaches us that He is the ruler 
among the nations, and giveth the kingdom to 
whomsoever He pleaseth. Whilst at the same time 
they are constrained to regard this event as a mark- 
jed rebuke, in view of which and of our national 
Isins, we are called upon as a people to humble our- 
|s Ives before God. 

“3. Having received intelligence that the publie 
authorities of this city have requested that, asa token 
of respect for the deceased, all ordinary business be 
suspended on and alter 12 o'clock this day, there- 
Jore resolved, That this Presbytery will adjourn their 
regular sessions at 12 o'clock until 9 o'clock to- 
morrow morning. 

*4. Having also received information that the 
common council of this city have designated Sa- 
turday of this week [or special services in re- 
ference to the death of the president of the United 
States, therefore resolved, That this Presbytery will 
cordially accede to the recommendations made by 
the civil authoiities, and will be also ready to co- 
operate in any expressions of humiliation which 
may be recommended by the authorities of the NA- 
TIONAL GOVERNMENT. 

“5. That it be recommended to the respective 
pastors of the ehurches under our care to make an 
improvement of this solemn dispensation on the next 
Sabbath, in such manner as to them may appear 
proper.” , 

A true extract from the minutes. 

EpwiN F. HaTFIELD, staled clerk. 
BY THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA. 

There was a general suspension of business in 
Philadelphia on Weduesday. The U. S. Gazette 
Says: 

The window shutters of the dwelling houses in 
our city were bowed, as is customary when there 
has been a recent death in the family. At an early 
hour, the stores aud places of business were closed, 
and the doors huug with grape, and at many of the 
hotels and large stores hlaek drapery was festooned 
on the porticos and doors. At the navy yard, a na- 
tional salute of twenty-six guns was fired—the first 
gun being at twelve o'clock, noon, and continuing 
at intervals of one minute. The bells ot tlie 
churches and that of the state house were muffled 
and tolled, and people passed in the street with an 
appearance of gloom, as if each had lost a relative 
or a personal friend. : 

All feeling of party was merged in the sense ot 
the national calamity, and it was a sublime specta- 
cle to behold the thousands of people gathering to- 
gether to pay a tribute of respect to the illustrious 
dead. The meeting, at the state house yard was 
conducted in solemn silence, and as the impressive 
words of the speaker feli upon the ear, no voice 
was heard, but ibe effect might be seen in the coun- 
tenances of all. 

The Philadelphia Sentinel of yesterday says: 

We learn that the third pregSytery of Philadel- 
phia now in session in this city, resolved to suspend 


| 
| 


ihe regular business of that body between the hours 
of twelve and one to-day, (7th inst.) in eonseqence 
of the funeral ol the late president, gen. Harrison, 
and to spend the time in religious exercises, 

The Pennsylvanian says: 

We understand that on Tuesday next, a discourse 
iu reference to the melancholy event which so pain- 
fully aflects the American people, will be delivered 
at Christ church, by bishop Onderdonk. 

Ata public meeting of the citizens of Philadel- 
phia, over which the mayor presided, appropriate 
resolutions of regret at the death of the president of 
the United States were adopted, and a committee 
appointed to co-operate with the commiltees of the 
councils of that city and of the several contiguous 
corporations in inaking arrangements to express the 
sense of the community on the loss the nation has 
sustained. The ineeting was addressed by the hon. 
| John Sergeant and J, K. Kane, esq. 

The commissioners of the tawnship of Moya- 
mensing adopted resolutions of regret at the death 
of the ehief magistrate of the union, and determin- 
ed to participate in the soleinnities abaut to be per- 
formed by the inhabitants of the city and county of 
Philadelphia. 

Similar resolutions were adopted by the cominis- 
sioners of the Northern Liberties. 

The annual conference of the Methodist Episco- 
pal choreb, sitting in Philadelphia, on Wednesday 
adopted a resolution expressive of their sense of the 
national affliction, and immediately adjourned. 

The class of the medical institute of Philadelphia 
resolved to wear mourning, and suspended the du- 
ties of the inslitute on Wednesday. 

BY THE CITY OF BOSTON. 

Ou receipt of the melancholy news of yesterday, 

the collector of this port issued the following: 
District or MASSACHUSETTS. 

Port of Boston and Charlestown, April 6, 1841. 

It having pleased Ahoighty God, to remove the 
president of the United States, by death, and, in 
this sudden and impressive act of his inscrutable 
Providence, to fill the nation with sorrow and 
mourning, if will be the spontaneous diclate of his 
heart to give utterance to the affliction with which 
it is oppressed, by the event; and to testify the sen- 
timents of respect and affection, in which his me- 
jmory will be cherished by a people, just to his 
| character, and grateful for his eminent. public ser- 
vices. 

To give to the outward manifestations of mourn- 
ing appropriate to the occasion, a becoming uni- 
forinity of expression, I recommend to masters of 
merchant vessels, within the port of Boston and 
Charlestown, to lower, aud keep at half mast, their 
flags through the day. 

Capt. Sturgis, ol'the revenue cutter, will fire mi- 
note guns, at 12 o’clock, for one hour, with his co- 
lors at ha!f mast, in solemn and melancholy recog- 
nition ol the loss, which the country has so great 
an occasion to deplore. 

© LEVI LINCOLN, collector. 

In compliance with the above, the flags of the 
shipping 1n the harbor were hung at half mast, and 
minute guns were fired iom the cutter. 

The April term of the court of common pleas 
commenced in this eity yesterday morning, chief 
justice Willianis presiding. 

Atthe opening of the court, S. D. Parker, esq. 
rose and remarked that in consequence of the me- 
lancholy event which the bells were even now an- 
| nouneing, it seemed no more than a proper tribute 
of respect to the memory of the chief magistrate of 
this union, that the court should adjourn tor a day, 
as those of Philadelphia and New York had done. 

BY THE CITY OF BATIMORE. 

The ineeting called, by public notice, at the Ex- 
change, ou the 12th inst. of the eitizens of Baltimore, 
for the purpose of manifesting their deep concern 
and sympathy for the great bereavement which our 
country and his family have sustained in the death 
our late piesident, WirLiAM Henry Harrison, 
was nttmerously aiteuded, the capacions rotunda 
being filled to overflowing, notwithstanding the pre- 
valence of a iurious northeastern snow storm. 

The vast assemblage was called to order by Co- 
Inmbus O'Donnell, esq. who nominated col. Samuel 
Moore, to act as president of the meeting. The no- 
mination was unapimonsly concurred iu. On taking 
the chair, col. Samuel Moore appropriately remark- 
ed iu reference to the mournful dispensation of Pro- 
vidence which had deprived the country of its vene- 
rable ehief magistrate, and the cuty which now de- 
volved upon the citizens of Baltimore, to evince in 
a most solemn and public manuer, their sense of the 
public services and private virtues of the illustrious 
deceased 

On motion, Robert Gilmor, esq. and col. Solomon 
Hillen, were unanimously appointed vice presidents, 
and Samuel T. Thompson and William H. Cole, jr. 
secretaries, 
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On motion of Z, Collins Lee, esq. it was resolved 
unanimously that a committee, 
from each ward, be appointed to retire aud draft re- 
solutions expressive of the feelings of the citizens of 
Baltimore for the melancholy bereavement sustain- 
ed by tbe death of the late illnstrious president.— 
Whereupon the chair appointed the following gen- 
tlemen to compose the commitlee:—Ist Ward, capt: 
James Frazier; 2nd do. capt. Wiliam H. Watson; 
3d do. capt. Richard Lilly; 4th do. gen. S. C. Lea- 
kin; 5th do. Isaac M. Denson; 6th do. Wai, G. Bol- 

iano; 7th do. Robert M. Welch; Sth do. gen, C. 
O'Donnell; 9th do. col, Samuel Lucas; 10th do. Da- 
niel A. Piper; 11th do. Z. Collins Lee, chairman; 
12th do Levi Fahuestock; 13th do. Wm. P. Stewart; 
14th do. Henry Sunder, 

The committee then retired, and on its return to 
the meeting, the chaiiman, Mr. Lee, read the fol-! 
lowing preamble and resolutions, prefacing them 
with a few brief and eloquent remarks. They were 
unanimonsly adopted. 


Whereas, the people of Baltimore, paiticipating 
deeply in the general sorrow winch the death ot their 
late beloved and lamented chief magistrate, Wm. H. 
Harrison, lias produced—have assembled in town 
meeting this day to express their keen sense of the 
bereavement the conutry has sustained, at a time | 


when the sage experience, tried patriotism, aud uu- 
sullied virtues of the illustrious deceased were wost 
necded to conduct the administration of public af- 
faira. And also to adopt such measures as are pro- 
perfor the expression ol their feelings at this mourn- 
ful event—therelore 

Resolved, That as the long life of onr late honor- 
ed and venerated president has been distinguished 
by the most sigual services to hia country, on the 
field of battle, andin the public councils, at periods 
which “tried 1nen's souls”—and bis career in pri- 
vate life, illustrated by the exercise of the kindest 
atiections and purest principles ot the heart—we 
now realize more truly bis loss, lor independent of 
all official rank and worldly honor, he will bere- 
membered as a good man, whose bosom overflowed 
with benevolence and charity, and from whose 
bright example, future generations may derive in- 
struction and encouragement. 

Resolved, That atter a faithful devotion to his 
country, in mauy subordinate military and civil ca- 
pacities, we beheld hio called by the voice of that 
country, to preside over her destinies and witnessed 
the spontaneous and heartfelt applause, which he- 
ralded him to that exalted station—as an earnest ol 
the attachment and respect of all classes ol the peo- 
ple to his character and person. 

Resolved, That but one short month had elaps- 
ed since that elevation—alas! too brief! but long 
enough for his owu glory and rewalds, already cou- 
plete and consecrated by a nation’s highest honors 
—whien, by au all-wise aud inscrutable Providence, 
he is snatched trom the atlections of a whole peo- 
ple, and the hearts of a mourning circle of kiudred 
to receive yet higher honors aud more imperishable 
glory, among the band of patriots, and fathers ol 
our land, whe, like him, having been first in war 
and first in peace, will ever remain Jirs£. in the 
hearts of their conntrymen. 

Resolved, That we most sincerely condole with 
the bereaved widow and efflicted Iainily, who uow 
deplore the death of a husband, father, beuefactor 
and friend, and whose tears are mingling in the cup 
of a nation’s grief. 

Resolved, ‘hat in testimony of our regard for the 
illustrous dead, the citizens of Baltimore aud the 
state of Maryland, be requested to wear the usual 
badge of mourning for uinely days aud that in tliis 
aad office, the ladies of our city and state be also 
requested to unite, A 

‘Resolved, ‘That a commiltee be appointed by the 
chair, consisting of two irom each ward, to prepare 
the programme of a publie. civic and military. pro- 
cessiol——bearing all the msigma of imouinimg, and 
comtneniurative of the death of gen, Wat. H. Har- 
RISON; and to invite all societies and other bodies 
who may desire to unite 1n tliis solemn ceremony; 
and that the procession and funeral ceremonies shall 
take place on Monday, 26th iust. 


Resolved, That a copy of tliese proceedings be 
enclosed to the family of the late president of the 
United States, accompanied by a letter froin. the 
committee expressive of the feeling of condolence 
and sorrow Which the citizeus of Balumoie aud 
state ol Maryland intertain on the occasion, of this 
their nelaucholy bereavement aud ailliction. 

On motion it waa 

Resotved, That the committee who reported the 
resolutions and the officers of this meeting, co-ope- 
rate with the cnininittee appointed. to make ar- 
rangements, and that the president of this meeting 
act as chairman of the committee ol arrangementa. 
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Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting! prove by his official acts the sincerity of his pro- 


consisting of one | be published in all the papers of the city and state. 


SAMUEL MOORE, president. 

ROBERT GILMOR, 

Sotomon HiLLEN, 

Samuel T. Thompson, 
Wm. H. Cole, jr. 


BY THE CITY OF CINCINNATI. 

The news of the death of president HARRISON 
reached Cincinnati on the 8th, and forthwith busi- 
ness was generally snspended in the city by com- 
mou cousent. ln addition 1o the large spontaneous 
meeting of the citizens on Third street, a special 
meeting of the city council was held in the after- 
noon. In the evening, the theatre and other places 
of amusement were closed, and the whole city seem- 
ed to be absorbed in the most unaffected griei, 

From the Cincinnati Republican, April 9. 

Meeting of the people. An immense meeting as- 
sembled yesterday alternoon, to do houor to the 
dead. Public notice was given, calling upon the 
citizens 1o assemble in tront of tlie Heurie bonse, 
at 3, P. M. for the purpose of testilying their re- 
spect to the memory of WinLiAM Henry HARRI- 
son. Judge Burnet was called to the chair, and ib. 
C. Vaughan appointed secretary. The following 
resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, it has pleased Almighty God to remove, 
by death, our neighbor and friend, Wittram HEN- 
ry Harrison, the chief magistrate of the nation, 
a great aud good man, whose whole life has been 
devoted to the service of the country: thereiore, 

Be it resolved by the citizens of Cincinnati, in so- 
lemn meeting held, That in testimouy ol our respect 
for his memory, we suspend all business on to- 
morrow, and observe it as a day consecrated to the 
remembrance of the lamented dead. 

Resolved, That the mayor of the city be request- 
ed to issue a proclamation 1n accordance with the 
foregoing resolution. 

Resolved, That we unite in tendering to the he- 
reaved family of our illnstrious tellow citizen, the 
expression of our deepest sympathy in the melan- 
choly dispensation of Providence, which has taken 
from them the venerable and beloved head, who 
was endeared to them and his fellow citizens by bis 
social virtues, his benevolent nature, and the ster- 
ling manlioess of his heart and character. 

On motion, it was further 

Resolved, That a coiomittee of twenty-six be ap- 
pointed to co-operate with any committee of the 
city council, as to any further proceedings on the 
subject. 

Resolved, That the chairman of this meeting, 
judge Burnet, be one of that committee, and J. C. 
Vauglian act as secretary. 

On inotion, the meeting adjourned. 

Jacos Burnet, chairmen. 

John C. Vaughan, secretary. 

nY THE CITY OF COLUMBUS. 

In pursuance of a notice given by a number of 
the citizens of Columbus, a meeting was held at the 
state house in said city, at 7 o'clock, ou the evening 
of the 7th inst. for the purpose of testifying their 
deep regret at the death of the PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES; to offer their condolence to his 
afflicted family, and to deplore the loss the country 
has sustained by the decease of one of the most il- 
lustrious of its statesmen and patriots, 

Alfred Kelley was called upon to preside at the 
meeting, and Joseph Ridgway, sen. and Noah H. 
Swayne were appointed vice presidents. John 
Sloane and A. S. Clew were appointed secretaries. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, à committee ot three 
meinbers was appointed to dralt resolutions expres- 
sive of the sense of this meeting. Whereupon, 
Win. B. Hubbard, Dr. Robert Thompson and John 
Sloane were appotuted said committee. 

While the committee were absent, the hon. Jas, 
T. Morehead, United States senator from Kentuc- 
ky, addressed the meeting. 

The committee appointed to draught resolutions 
reported the following, which were unanimously 
adopted; 

fiesolved, That, with feelings of deep and heart- 
felt griet, we bave heard of the death o! our beloved 
and venerated fellow citizen, gen. Ww. HENRY 
Harrison, late president of the United States. 

Resolved, That we sincerely condole with the 
widow and relatives of the deceased in this sudden 
and afflicting dispensation of an inscrutable but all- 
wise Providence, which bas caused a whole people 
to mourn, 

Resolved, That while we view the death of pre- 
sident Harrison as a great national calamity, we 
have reason to be thanklul to the Almighty Dispo- 
ser of events that his hte was spared until the peo- 
ple of the United States had expressed their grati- 
tude for his services, and their coufidence in his in- 
tegrity and patriotisin; uutil he had been enabled to 


} vice presidents. 


} secrelaries. 


lessions; and until be had been permitted to point 
out, and commence the course leading to the resto- 
ration of, the vital principles of the constitution, 
and to national prosperity. 

Resolved, That though we deeply deplore the loss 
of the patriot and statesman whom the American 
people had chosen as their president—while vene- 
ration for his character and memory, as well as love 
for our country, equally demand ol us to assist in 
carrying out the great principles which he had pre- 
scribed as the basis of his administration—still we 
feel entire reliance in the virtue, ability and patri- 
otisin of the distinguished individnal on whom the 
administration of the government is now, by the 
constitution, devolved; and that in the character of 
the vice president our country has a sure guaranty 
lor the faithfn! and constitutional administration of 
the government during his term ol office. 

Resolved, That as a testimony of the high regard 
which the members ol this meeting entertain for the 
character of the deceased, and of the sincere grief 
which they feel for his loss, they will each wear 
crape on the left arin for thirty days. 

Resolved, That copies of the foregoing resolutions 
be sent to the widow of the late gen. Harrison, to 
the vicE PRESIDENT of the United States, to the 
acting president of the senate, to each of the heada 
of departments, and be published in the newspapera 
of this city. 

On motion of Mr. Lazell, it was 

Resolved, That the diilerent clergymen of this 
city he requested, on an early Sabbath, to deliver 
a funeral sermon on the subject of the death of the 
president of the United States. 

On motion of Mr, Ware, it was 

Resolved, That a committee of six members be 
appointed to select a suitable person to deliver at 
the capitol a funeral eulogy on the character of 
general Harrison, at such time as they may ap- 

oint. 
n Col. John McElvain, Dr. N. M. Miller, Wm. 
Neill, N. H. Swayne, Juseph Ridgway. sen. and 
Robert Ware, were appointed this cominittee. The 
meeting then adjourned. 
ALFRED KELLEY, president. 
JosepH RioGway, 
Noan H. Swayne, 
John Sloane, 
JA. S. Chew, 


L presidents. . 
} secretaries. 


BY THE PUBLIC PRESS. 

The public press of both political parties—with 
a few exceptions—sympathizes with the people un- 
der the heavy dispensation with which it has pleas- 
ed God to afflict the nation, and we have a pelan» 
choly satisfaction in transferring to our columns the 
evidences of a common sorrow. 

From the Globe. 

All other reflections are absorbed in the thought 
of the nothingness of life, and the emptiness of 
earthly grandeur. One bief month has witnessed 
gen. Harrison’s ascent to the summit of haman am- 
bition—and his passage to tbe tomb. ‘What sha- 
dows we are, and what shadows we pursue.” 

From the Albany Argus. 

The death of president Harrison. Weannounced 
to our readejs in an extra this morning, the event 
which has shrouded all classes and parties in mourn- 
ing; and we auticipate our publication of to-mor- 
row, for the purpose of adding such particulars 
from the various newspaper publications, and the 
proceedings of the legislature, as the event lias 
called forth. 

Towards the distinguished individual who has 
been thus suddenly reinoved from the high atation 
to which he had been so recently elevated, aul at 
the threshold of his administration, every feeling of 
political hostility is buried in the depth and solem- 
nity of the tread of death. 

From the Albaay Evening Journal. 

The president’s death. ‘The most painful appre- 
hensious ol yesterday are realized. President Har- 
rison is no moe. The shadow of death has passed 
over the glory aud gladness of the nation. The 
hopes of an exulting people are crushed by the in- 
exorable decree of an overruling Providence. The 
hand of the Alinighty chastener has been made visi- 
ble to ali eyes. Human pride standa rebuked in 
the presence of his dark messenger—death. We 
sliall attempt no eulogy upon the departed. The 
virtues and services of his life praise him, The sym- 
pathies of a grateful people that joyously thronged 
around his inauguration, attend. lum to the tomb — 
Ambition may envy such a death. Without a stain 
upon the purity of his public or private fame, be 
passes to au immorlality where temptation, sin and 
error cannot reach hin. Our regrets at this national 
bereavewent are all for the living. To them we 
dedicate our syinpathy—with them we mourn this 
irreparable loss. 
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From the Albany Daily Advertiser. 

Death of the president of ihe United States. We 
discharge the most painful duty that has yet devolv- 
ed upon us as public journalists in announcing to 
our readers the unwelcome and unlooked for intelli- 
geace of the death ol general Harrison. The par- 
ticulars of this heavy and afflicting dispensation 
will be found annexed. The president died full of 
years and honors, in the service of the republic—his | 
parting words will forever hallow his memory in 
the hearts of the American people. 


From the New York Commercial Advertiser. 

To ourselves, the scenes of the past month have 
been as a protracted dream—opening in a oright 
and glorious vision on the 4th of March, and ending 
in gloom at the close of one short month. Just one 
month ago yesterday, we saw the good old man 
moving io triumph through the streets of the capi- 
tal, attended by a throng of countless thousands | 
making the arches of heaven to ring with their 
shouts of gladness. We marked his own deport- 
ment—grave and solemn, as though deeply impress- 
ed with the high duiies devolving upon hii by the 
new relation in which he was to stand to the peo- 
ple. He was neither lifted up in his exultation nor 
depressed as though the charge was too great for 
him, but his carriage was altogether that of an on- 
ostentatious and plain republican statestaan, carry- 
ing upon his countenance the impress of patriotism, 
iutegrity and benevolence. 

We saw hiw dismount from his steed, and stand 
forth upon the portico of the national capitel, there 
to proclaim the principles which should govern him 
in the administration of the concerns of this vast re- 
public. Calmly stood the good old man, surround- 
ed by the wisdom of the seuate, the representatives 
of the people, the chivalry of the army and navy 
and much of the beauty of the land—to say nothing 
ol the ministers of foreign powers gazing intently | 
upon such a popular pageant as the world cannot 
exhibit. Having read his declaration in a full, clear | 
voice, the uoble and patriotic sentiments of which 
met the ardent respanse of thousands, he then with 
deep solemnity received the oath from the lips of 
the chief justice of the United States, and reverent- 
ly kissed the sacred book of God, in whose name 
he swore to he true to the constitution and the peo- 
ple. 

Then went up the last long shont of the mighty 
throng—proclaiming that the work of the people m 
a great civil and bloodless revolution was accom- 
plished—it remaining only for their servants to exe- 
cute their high behests. The moment was one of 
awful solemnity and grandeur. But how true the 
line of Cowper: 

“God moves in a mysterious way!” 


One short month, and the nation then so joyful is 
whelmed in woe. 


Fram the Philadelphia Americon Sentinel. 

It is our painlul duty to announce the death of 
the late president af the United States WILLIAM 
Henry Harrison. The circular from the heads 
of departmeuts will inform our readers of the parti- 
culars of this most afflictive national bereavement. 
This sad event will be heard throughout the coun- 
iry with prafoundest sorrow, and the millions of his 
countrymen will in spirit follow him to the grave 
with lamentations that a great and good man has 
fallen. No death since that of general Washington 
-has prodnced such a sensation as will be caused by 
the one we are announcing. It is the first instance 
of the death of a president ol the United States 
since the organization of the government. Dark 
and mysterious is this dispensation of a wise and 
holy Providence. We bow under it with smitten 
hearts, and offer our supplication to the God of na- 
tions that so sad and statling a chastisetnent may be 
mede for good. Solemn indeed is tlie admoni- 

ion. 


From the Philadelphia U. S. Gazette. 

It is doubtful whether any chiel magistrate ever 
gave more attention in that time to the duties of his 
statiou, than did the venerable deceased. He has 
fallen before the voice of the people that saluted his 
entrance into the high office had died away. 


We believe we express the opinion of almost 
every citizen of the United States, when we say 
that general Harrison was a sound patriot, unsur- 
passed in love of country and its republican institu- 
tions, upright in all his dealings, publie and pri- 
vate—one who passed throngh every station of pub- 
lic life with clear bands and a pure heart. When 
such a man dies and leaves vacant the executive 
chair of the nation, a natian mouras. ‘The pang of 
individual grief at the loss of a tried friend must be 
forgotten lor a time in the public privation, and 
those who weep must remember that the land 
mourns when sucha man is called away froma 
sphere of such usefulness. 


From the Philadelphia North American. 
President Harrison is no longer numbered with 
the living! The painful event will create intense 
feeling and throw the whole American people into 
the deepest mourning. The gloomy intelligence 
saddens every heart, for political detraction is now 
hushed, and obloquy molests not the dead. The 
grave covers every infirmity, it extinguishes all re- 
sentments, and but one expression of deep, heart- 
felt regret is heard, lamenting the sad and untimely 
decease of general Harrison. We bow submissive- 
ly to the will of Heaven, trusting with confidence 
in the arin which has thus far sustained the country 
in seasons of darkness and doubt, to carry it through 
this trymg emergency. 

From the Philadelphia Gazette. 

The ruler is fallen! A nation has been emitten— 
a republic has been saddened by the fiat of a pow- 
er, to which none can give resistance, and the 
swaying ol a sceptre which none can disown.— 
Death, who in the beautiful and expressive laoguage 
of the Latin poet, knocks with equal pace at the 
doors of cottages, or palaces of kings, has received 
the late president into his icy arms—his freezing 
kiss has emancipated a noble and benignant spirit— 
and that which but yesterday was the shrine of pure 
and patriotic aspirations, of warm love of country 
and hope for its happiness and honor, is now but 
palid and deserted dust, from which the life of life 
has fled forever! It is a picture of solemnity, of 
awe and adinonition; it teaches us the evanescence 
of human hopes, the futility of sublunary wishes— 
and tells us, loudly, and with awful emphasis, how 
worse than vain are the calculations on the length 
of years and honors with which the eminent are so 
often as it were proscriptively invested. The king 
of shadows loves a shining mark—and against such 
objects how often do his quickest and most fatal ar- 
rows hurtle! Whom we love, what we venerate, 
what we press to our bosoms, and wear in our 
hearts—how they bow to the mandate of “pass ye 
away!" Our fathers, where are they? and the pru- 
phets, do they live forever? 

No language can descibe the sorrowful consterna- 
tion, the profound regret, which will pervade the 
union, as the intelligence of the death of its late 
president spreads far and wide. It will pass through 
the vast west, like the sound of a mighty oak, falling 
in the stillness of the forest; the steamers, as they 
plough along our inighty rivers, will bear with therm 
tbe emblems of inouruing—aud an universal sadness 
like the cloud that heralds torth the imminent tem- 
pest, will spread itself over the whole mass of the 
nation, from the dark streams of Maine to the wa- 
ters of Mexico. Death has sought out and smitten 
a lofty victim; there is sackcloth in the high places 
and wailing through the lana. 

“Not glittering line 

Of guards in pompons mail arrayed, 
Bastion, or moated wall, or mound, 

Or palisade; 
Or covered trench, secure and deep,— 
All these cannot one victim keep, 

Ob death! fram thee. 
When thon dost battle in thy wrath, 
And thy strong shafts pursue their path, 

Unerringly.” 

From the Cincinnati Gazelle. 

We have never before seen the hand of sorrow 
laid so heavily upon any community as it has been 
upon this for the past two days. Yesterday in par- 
ticular, after the tidings of the nation’s bereave- 
ment had been circulated over the entire city by 
the newspapers, the evidences of a deep and poig- 
nant grief were visible in alt countenances. The 
calamity which has thrown the whole unian into 
mourning, Aere comes with a peculiar shock, not 
only touching every heart, but entering every 
dwelling, and dispensing gloom about every heart. 
We have lost not merely a great and distinguished 
countryman, but a citizen, an associate, à fiiend, a 
brother: one eudeared to us by qualities but seldoin 
found united in the same bosom, and grappled to 
our hearts by recollectiuns that will go with us to 
our tombs. 

Yesterday most of onr stores were closed; the 
arm of labor rested; bells tolled at intervals through- 
out the day; minute guns were fired; our public 
schools were dismissed, and our city was given up 
to an expression, felt keenly and openly indulged, 
of profoundest sorrow. 

All classes partake in this feeling, yet all bow 
subinissively to the inscrutable dispensation of Him 
who chastens whom he loves. 


From the National Intelligencer. 

It is known that, lor many years past, general 
Harrison had become daily more and more ita- 
pressed with religious feelings, always treating se- 
rious things seriously, and showing himself mindfnl 
of his future accountability. A member of his fami- 


ly has stated that, for many months past, be has ne- 
ver omitted the reading of the scriptures every night 
belore retiring to rest, however harrassed by com- 
pany, or worn down by fatigue. On Monday, the 
third day of his indisposition, and before he felt 
himself in any particular danger, he declared to 
tbose around hum that he had long been deeply im- 
pressed with the trnths of the Christian religion, 
and regretted that he had not connected himself with 
the church as a communicant. 

The occasion aifords us an appropriate opportu- 
nity for republishing a paragraph from his inaugu- 
| ral address, which we know has been read with 
| pleasure by thousands, and will now, we are confi- 
| dent, be perosed again, with increased interest.— 
Already speaking from the tomb, how valuable are 
those sentiments of morality and religion, address- 
ed to the living by the distinguished dead! 

SE deem the present occasion sufficiently impor- 
tant and solemn to justify me in expressing to iny 
fellow citizens a proiound reverence for the Christian 
religion, and a thorough conviction that sound mo- 
rals, religious liberty, and a just sense of religious 
responsibility, are essentially connected with all 
true and lasting happiness; and to that good Being 
who has blessed us by the gifts of civil and religious 
freedom, who watched overand prospered the labors 
of our fathers, and has hitherto preserved to us in- 
| stitutions, lar exceeding in excellence those of any 
other people, let us unite in fervently commending 
| interest of our beloved country in all future 

ime." 

Speaking of the attachment of president Harrison 
to the cause of Christianity, the correspondent of the 
Baltimore Sun says: 

*] take leave to add a little incident, strikingly 
illustrative of the delight he took in “searching the 
scriptures; on the very day after the inauguration, 
whilst our streets were yet tbronged with the mighty 
roultitude, and the joyous acclamations of a nation’s 
jubilee bad scarcely subsided, the venerable presi- 
dent, unattended took a watk down Pennsylvania 
avenue, and, after a stat absence, returned to the 
mansion in a carriage; on alighting he directed the 
porter to “bring the package out of the carriage," he 
did so, and on opening it, it was found to contain a 
handsome octavo Bible and a Prayer Book, accord- 
ing to the forms of the Protestant Episcopal church. 
Let itbe borne in mind by the frieuds of Christianity, 
the lovers of sound morality, and the youth of Ame- 
rica, that the first ornaments procured for the man- 
sion, by president Hanison, was a BIBLE AND A 
Prayer Book." 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 

James D. Doty, to be governor of the territory of 
Wiskousan. 

Joseph Ritner, to be treasurer of the inint at Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Henry Harrison, register of the land office at Du- 
buque, Lowa, vice Benjamin R. Petrikin. 

Attorneys. 

Absalom Fowler, for the district of Arkansas. 

Charles Chapman, for the district of Connecticut. 

Joe} Eastman, for the district of New Hampshire. 

John Holmes, for the district of Maine. 

Charles Davis, for the district of Vermont. 

Marshals. 

Joshua Howard, for the district of Michigan. 

Minor Walker, for the middle district of Florida. 

William H. Russell, for the district of Missouri. 

William Prentiss, for the district of Hlinois. 

Isaac Otis, for the eastern district of Pennsylvania. 

Sylvester Hartshorn, for the district of R. Island. 

Israel W. Kelly, tor the district of N. Hampshire. 

Jolin D. Kinsman, for the district of Maine. 

Alexander K. McClung, for the northern district 
of Mississippi. 

Anderson Miller, for the southern district of Mis- 
sissippi. 

Officers of the customs— Collectors, 

James Perrine, Mobile, Alabama, in the place of 
John B. Hogan. 

Edward Brooks, 
of John McDonell. 

Jonathan Roberts, Philadelphia, vice Calvin 
Blythe. 


Detroit, Michigan, in the place 


Surveyor. 
J. Washington Tysau, Philadelphia, in the place 
of George W. Riter. 
Nawal officer. 
Bela Badger, Philadelphia, in the place of John 
Horn. 


THE SECRETARY oF THE NAVY returned to tliis 
city on Wednesday evening from his visit to North 
Carolina. 

THE ATToRNEY GENERAL has left this city on 
a visit to his residence in Kentucky. ` i 

[ National Intelligencer of the Y6lÀ inst. 
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REronw. The Pittsburg Gazette of April 3, 
contains the following: 

We publish the following for general information. 
About one thousand dollars a year was, we believe, 
paid to an individual who held an office which is 
now declared to be “entirely unnecessary.” 

War department, March 29th, 1841. 

Sin: As you have applied for the appointment of 
military storekeeper in tbe quarter master’s depait- 
ment at Pittsburg, I deem ıt proper to inform you 
that finding the office to be entirely unnecessaly, 
and a just regard to the public interests requiring its 
discontinuance, it has been abolished. Very re- 
spectfully your obedient servant, 

JOHN BELL. 

Samuel Hubley, esq. Pilisburg, Pa. 


Mr. CurHBERT AND Mn. WrssrER. The 
Globe publishes the following notes which have re- 
cently passed between Mr. Curngert of the U. 
S. senate and Mr. WEBSTER, secretary of state. 

Mr, Cuthbert to Mr. Webster. 
March 6, 1841. 

Sia: Your friends have declared that you would 
promptly reply to the inguiry lam now proposing 
to you, and have invited to sts being made. 1 ask 
you, then, respeetlully, whether in your opinion 
“congress has any authority under the constitution 
of the United States to prohibit the transfer of 
slaves from one state to another." As your nomina- 
tion to the cabinet has been decided upon by the 
senate, there can be now uo indelicacy in making 
the inquiry, Your obedient servant, 

A. CUTHBERT. 


Hon. Daniel Webster. 

Up to the 15th March, Mr, Cuthbert had receiv- 
ed no answer to this communication. He then ad- 
dressed to Mr. Webster a note, of which no copy 
was taken, but which must have been ucarly in the 
following words: 

Mr. Cuthbert’s compliments to Mr. Webster. 
Mr. C. has received no answer to the written coin- 
inunication whieh he addressed to Mr. W. on the 
Gth inst. Mr. C. supposes that his communication 
may have miscarried, and he therefore directs the 
bearer of this to know that it js placed in Mr. Web- 
ster's hands. 

March 15, 1841. 

Mr. Webster to Mr. Cuthbert. 

Mr. Webster received Mr. Cuthbert’s communi- 
cation of the — iust. 

Desirous of treating Mr. Cuthbert with the re- 
spect due to his public character and station, Mr. 
Webster thinks nevertheless, that Mr. Cuthbert will 
himself, npon reflection, see that, under present 
cireumstauces, Mr. Webster could not enter into 
correspondence with bim upon the subject to which 
his communication refers. 

Mr. Cuthbert is referred to Mr. Webster's speech 
at Richmond, in October, 1849, a copy of wluch is 
herewith transmitted; to the correspondence between 
Johu Bolton, of Georgia, and himselt, dated 17th and 
19th May, 1833; published in the newspapers of the 
day and which will be found in Niles’ Register of 
the 29th June, 1832; and also to his speech in reply 
to Mr. Hayne of the 21st Jauuary, 1820. 

March 15, 1511. 

Mr. Cuthbert to Mr. Webster. 
Murch 29, 1811. 

Str: Yours of the 15th did not reach me nntil se- 
veral days alter its date. I have sulfered it to lie 
some days by uie, and iny reflections stil! suggest no 
sullicient reason why the plain question proposed to 
you in mine of the Gih, should not be auswered., 

On the 22d of February, in opensenate, Mr. Rives 
in the character of your political [ricnd, and zealous 
eulogist and defender, voluntarily declared that he 
entertained no doubt that if I should address to you 
a written eomiounication, proposing the inquiry 
eanveyed in my note of the 6th iust. yon would re- 
turn to that inquiry a prompt and satisfactory an- 
swer, and he plainly proinpted me to that course.— 
On the ist March, in open senate, Mr. Rives de- 
manded of ine whether ] had made the inquiry, and 
in the forin which he had suggested, and again sti- 
mulated me to do so. On hoth occasions, I pledged 
myself to address to you such a letter of inquiry as 
lic suggested. {have redeemed my pledge, address- 
ing you in such respectful terms, as your public sta- 
tion and character made proper. You decline to 
answer, and our correspondence here ends. The 
world must determine on your molive in declining 
to answer. Your obedient servant, 3 

A. CUTIIBERT. 

Hon. Daniel Webster. 

THE BOUNDARY QUESTION, On receiving the re- 
solutions ol'the legistature of the state of Maine, ap. 
pealiug to the several state governments to support 
the clann of that state npon the government of the 
union “to establish the line which that government 


has solemnly declared to be the true boundary” be- 
tween the territory of the United States and that of 
Great Britain, the senate of the etate of Maryland 
referred these resolutions to a select committee, ol 
which gen. B. C. Howard was the chaiunan. By 
this committee a report was made, elaborate and 
able, accompanied by three maps, reviewing the 
whole ground of the controversy with a precision as 
well as acuteness which could hardly be expceted 
of any one who was less familiar with the subject 
than the distinguished chairman of the committee, 
who enjoyed the best oppurtunity of making himself 
acquainted with it during his late service in congress 
at the head of the committee of foreign relations 
in the house ol representatives. The reasoning of 
the report is entirely favorable to the claim, hereto- 
fore asserted by the executive of the United States, 
and sustained by the unanimous votes of both houses 
of congress. It is to the subjoined conclusions, how- 
ever, (and not to the reasoning of the committee). 
that we now propose to invite the attention of our 
readers; conelusions which are entitled to their most 
serious consideration: 

«Wih regard to the course which ought to be 
pursued in obtaining a settlement of this controver- 
sy, the committee do aot feel themselves qualified 
to express an opinion. The constitulion of our 
country has wisely placed our toreign relations in 
the exclusive guardianship of the federal govern- 
ment, whose dignity and power are commensurate 
tothe duty it has to perlorm. It is clear that all 
reasonable eflorts should be exhausted to accoin- 
plish a pacific and speedy adjustment of the diffi- 
culty; and it is also clear that, if they should un- 
fortunately fail, it will hecoroe the duty of the states 
of the union to rally around the federal govern- 
ment and carry it successfully through the struggle 
that must then come. 

“The following resolutions are subinitted to the 
consideralion of the senate: 

“Resolved, That the legislature of Maryland en- 
teriains a perfect conviction of the justice and va- 
lidity of the title of the United States, and state of 
Maine, to the tull extent of all the territory in dis- 
pute between Great Britain aud the U. States. 

“Resolved, That the legislature of Maryland looks 
to the federal government with an entire reliance 
npon its disposition to biing the controversy to an 
amicable and speedy settlement; but if these efforts 
should fail, the state of Maryland will cheerfully 
place herself in the support of the federal govern- 
ment in what will then become its duty to itself and 
tlie state of Maine. 

* Resolved, That after expressing the above opi- 
nions, the state of Marylaud feels that it has a right 
to request the state of Maine to contribute, by all 
the means in its power, towards an amicable settle- 
iment of the dispute upon honorable terins. 

“Resolved, That if the British government would 
acknowledge the title of the state of Maine to the ter- 
ritary in dispute, aud offer a fuir cquivalent for the 
passage through it of a military road, it would bea 
reasonable mode of adjusting the dispute, aad ought 
to be salisficlory tothe stale of Maine. 

“Resolved, That the governor be and he is here by 
requested to transinit a copy of (his report and these 
resolutions to each of the governors of the several 
states, and to each of the senators aud representatives 
1n congress from the state of Maryland.’? 

These resolutions were unanimously adopted by 
both bianches of the legislature of the state of Ma- 
ryland, and must be regarded, therefore, as a deli- 
berate expression of the opinion of that state, as 
well in regard to what is due to the rights of Maine, 
as to what the other states of the nnion have a right 
to expect fiom Maine herself. The part of these 
resolutions which we have italicized includes a pro- 
position which, though not entirely original, lias per- 
haps never been before presented to the public 
mind under so imposing a sanction. [Nat. Intel. 


FRANCE AND THE UxirED States. The cor- 
respondent of the Courier des Estats Unis, writing 
from Paris the 7ih March, gives the following ac- 
count of the state of opinion in France iu regard to 
a war between England and the United States. He 
says, “the difficulties between England and the Unit- 
ed States attract a great deal of attention in Europe, 
and especially in France. A report is current among 
the best informed people, that the British cabinet, 
wishing to terrily “those republican pirates, as they 
say, Who assume a lofty tone, better te disguise their 
lears," have sent a squadion to compel the govern- 
ment at Washington, by the mouth of the cannon, 
lo make itself 1aore pliant and accommodating. 
The news of this insolence ou the part of Biitain, 
caused every French patriot's heart to beat high. 
We have the strongest faith in patriotism and cou- 
rage of the Americans. We are assured that they 
will maintain theirdignity inviolable, and that should 
a war break out between the American eagle, and 


the British lion, the first will not long have flapped 
its powerful wings, before the French flag will be 
seen lloatirg by its side. This is our profound cou- 
viction. War would not have waged a month be- 
tween the two nations, before our government 
would be forced to take patt in the contest. How- 
ever tenacious its disposition towards peace, it 
would be hurried along by the torrent of public opi- 
nion." 


THE ARMY. 

Harper's Ferry armory. The Winchester Repub- 
lican states that the amory at Harper's Ferry will 
shortly be placed under the control of an officer of 
the U. S. army with instructions to examine into all 
ifs concerns. The administration having determin- 
ed that every department of the government should 
undergo the most rigid scrutiny, in order that abuses, 
wherever they exist, may be corrected, it is proper 
that the arinory at Harper's Ferry should not be an 
exception, more especially as it has been asserted 
that the manufacture of fire arms there has cost the 
government considerably more than the same kind 
of arms cost at Springfield; and certainly no one 
will be better able to obtain the desired information 
than an experienced officer of the orduance depart- 
ient. E 

THE NAVY. 

The Norfolk Beacon says:— The following is the 
armament determined upon for the ship of the line 
Pennsylvania, at Portsmouth, Va. and which is now 
taking on board: 

Lower gun deck, 28 long 32 pounders and 4 Paix- 
han guns, and Paixhan shot are thrown from an 80 
pounder. 

Middle gun deck, 30 long 
Paixhan guns. 

Upper gun deck 32 32 pound medium guns and 4 
Paixhan guns. 

Spar deck 32 32 pound cannonades and 4 medi- 
um 32 pound guus. Total 138. 

Weight of metal of one broadside near 2,496 Ibs. 

The U.S. ship Levant, commander Fitzhugh, 
was at Key West Ist inst. to sail in a few days for 
Mobile. Officers and crew well. 

The National Intelligencer contradicls, on offi- 
cial authority, the report that the U. S. sloop of 
war Marion had received any tnaterial injury by 
the accident which happened to her some months 
since at Rio. 

The U. S. schooner Porpoise was spoken 29th 
ult. lat. 35, 10. lon. 75, 5, on a cruise. All well. 

The U. S. ship Warren, commander Jamieson, 
arrived at Pensacola 20th ult. all well. 

The Norfolk Beacon says: * We learn by a letter 
from the purser of the U.S. sloop of war Concord, 
that lieut. Algernon S. Worth, died at sea on the 
3d of February, 184]. He has left a wife in Ports- 
mouth, to mourn his loss.” 

The Norfolk Beacon speaks thus of a new appli- 
cation of steam power, invented by lieut. Hunter, 
of the navy. 

A desideratum in the application of steam power 
to national vessels and to the navigation of canals 
lias been elected and practically proven by the ac- 
tual and entirely successful operation in our harbor 
of a small vessel constructed by private enterprise 
and at individual cost, We have seen a plan in de- 
tailof the arrangement of the machinery and the 
constiuction of the vessel designed for national pur- 
poses, which is in onr opinion properly withheld by 
fieut. Hanter from the genesal publie in order that 
our government may peculiarly receive all the be- 
nefits derivable from its use, and we feel that we 
hazard nothing in declaring that it will be fonnd to 
have accomplished all that is desired for the perfec- 
tion of a war steamer for harbor defence or as a erui- 
zer, as the moving power by the Ingenious construc» 
tionot tlie vessel is protected Iroin the effeet of Paix- 
han or any other shot. , 

From the Sandwich islands. The N. York Jour- 
nal of Commerce has received a file of the Sand- 
wich Island Polynesian to the t9th December, from 
which it makes the following extracts: 

Honolulu, Dec. 5. The exploring squadron has 
now left our harbor to cruise in various directions. 

The Porpoise has sailed (so it is said) for the 
Sonthern groups, to return. here in. four months.— 
The Peacock and Flying-Fish to Ascention, King's : 
Mill group, and the Caroline, Archipelago, thence 
to the Columbia river, in spring, when a store ship 
will sail from here for that place, with all necessary 
supplies, whieh will probably obviate the necessity 
of their returning here. The Vincennes has gone 
to Mawii, for the purpose of making a thorough sur- 
vey of the volcano and Mauna Loa, and all the in- 
teresting points in that vicinity. She will also go 
to the Colniabia in a few months, 

Honolulu, Nov. 28. By the Julia, fiom Sydney, 
we learn that two French tiigates, with an emigrant 


32 pounders and 4 


| 
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ship, had arrived at the Bay of Islands, New Zea- [ passed at the regular session; amongst them was an] «That the ereditor, 


land. Gov. Hobsen had ealled upon the commo- 
dore, who retised to recognise bis authority, which 
circumstance would probably lead toa difficulty, as 
the Fiench, like the English, claim large tracis of 
land by right of purchase from the natives. 

Passengers in the ship Lausanne, sailed from Ho- 
nolulu, Dec. 2, for New York: rev. I. Diell, lady 
and three children; Dr. White, lady and two chil- 
dren, and servant; Miss Mary Smith; lieutenant R. 
Pinckney, U. S. navy; passed midshipman J. Lew- 
is, U. S. navy; Mr. H. Grimes. 

From Rio Janeiro. The ship Hibernia arrived at 
New York on Friday morning from Rio Janeiro, 
which port sbe left on the 26th of February. At 
that date the following United States ships were in 
port: the Constellation, captain Kearney, refitting 
for China, to sail in ten days; Potomac, captain 
Ridgely; Decatur, captain Ogden; Concord, captain 
Boeium; Marion, capt. Belt, and Enterprize, lieut. 
Goldsborough, destination unknown. 

The brig Malek Adhel was to sail for Baitimore 
on the 27th in charge of lieut. Ogden, of the Poto- 
tomac. Among the passengers on board the Hiber- 
nia are Messrs. Clary, Mix and Humphries, U. 8. 
N. and thirty-three disabled seamen from the East 
India and Brazilian squadron. 


STATES OF THE UNION, 
CONNECTICUT. 

Election, The particulars have not yet reached 
us. The general result is aseertained—the whig 
candidates are elected throughout. 

NEW YORK. 

Cily election. The charter election, held on the 
13th, 1s spoken of as having been one of the most 
orderly and quiet elections, held in that city for| 
many years. Mr. Morris, the Van Buren candi- 
date is elected mayor, by a majority of between five 
and six hnndred votes. Last April the Van Buren 
majority was 1,62t. At least tO of the 17 wards 
have eleeted Van Buren councilmen. 

Brooklyn. The charter election has resulted in 
a sweeping triumph to the whigs. Mr. Smith, the 
whig candidate for mayor, who was elected last 
April by a majority of 187, has now a majority ot 
725 votes. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Governor Porter hàs vetoed and refurned the bill 
lately passed by the legislature for the relief of the | 
banks of the state. His veto message is in type 
aud will be inserted in our next number. 

Upon submittiug the bill to a vote, notwithstand- 
ing the veto, there was not a sufficient majority tor it, 

Another bill, proposed by Mr. Johnson, was un- 
der discussion in the house, when our latest advices 
left Harrisburg. 

An application was also made on behalf of the| 
Bank of the U. States of Pa. tor an act to carry ont 


| unexpired portion of Mr. Giliaer's term. 


the suggestions made in the report of the stock- 
holders of that iastitution. d 
Good old Adams county. It is with no slight de- 


act to assess all tue taxable property in the several 
counties and cities oi the state, and levying a tax 
of twenty cents in every hundred dollars of the va- 
lnation, lor the support of the state treasury and to 
roaintain inviolate the credit of the state. It is ex- 
pected that this will realise about half a niillion of 
dollars annually. 

Another important bill passed was the one appro- 
priating two millions of dollars to complete the 
Chesapeake and Ohio canal to Cumberland. 

The congressional election is to take place, accord- 
ing to governor Grason's proclamation, on the 17th 
May. Of the late iaembers, Messrs. CARROLL and 
HirLEN, (V. B ) who represented the 4th district, 
Mr. F. Tuomas, (V. B.) who represented the 5th 
district, and Mr. JENIFER, (W.) who represented 
the 7th district, severally decline being candidates 
for re-election.  WrrLrAM Cost JOHNSON, esq. is 
again a candidate for re-election in the 6th district. 
The parties are making their dispositions for a re- 
gular contest, aud many candidates are Spoken oí 
on both sides. 

VIRGINIA. 

The governar. Certain grave doubts have been 
expressed in Virginia, since the retireiaent from the 
executive chair of the state by governor Gilmer, as 
to the person on whom the charge devolved by the 
constitution. 
the lieut. governor, Patton, must be considered the 
actual gcveruor of the commonwealth during the 
On the 
other it was said that the senior counsellor, Mr. 
Rutherford, was the officeron whom it constitu- 
tionally devolved, and the attorney general having 
so decided, Mr. Rutherford has entered upon the 
discharge of the duties of the station, and will con- 
tinue acting governor of Virginia, until the 31st of 
March, 1842. 

Election. The general election takes place on 
the 22d instant, and the papers of the state are of 
course much occupied with the subject. Parties 
appear to be fully arrayed, and the result is doubtful. 

Gov. Gilmer, who lad heen nominated for con- 
gress in the Albemarle district, has declined being a 
candidate. 

TENNESSEE, 

Congressional election. Gov. Polk has issued his 
proclamation for an election of members of congress 
in Tennessee on the 6th day of May, 1841. 

KENTUCKY. 

Congressional election. The election for mem- 
bers of congress to the extra session, is to take 
place in Kentucky, on the fourth Monday, in the 
present racnth. 

OHIO. 

The wheat crops of this state appear to he very 
large. The crop of 1839 is estimated at eighteen 
millions of bushels. ~ Estimating the home con- 
sumption at seven bushels to each person, which is 
a fair allowance, considering the quantity of Indian 
corn eonsumed in the state, and eight millions re- 


It was contended on the one side that | 


gree of pleasure that | communicate a fact, whieh} main for exportation. The production of wheat 
I know will be to the citizens of our county a sub- | then yields to the state, not less than six millions of 
ject of much gratification. Other counties aay! dollars per annum, exclusive of its entire bread con- 
boast of their wealth and their population—of their | sumption. The production of Indian coru is hardly 
furnaces and their coal mines—their finished rail|less than thirty millions of bushels. Aa amount 
roads and canals—their rapidly increasing power| whieh may give an idea of the vast number ol hogs, 
and iraportance—let them. They cannot boast as} cattle and horses which are raised in the west. 

we can—that there is not a solitary prisoner in our INDIANA. A 
jail. Not one who awaits bis trial foroffence against! Congressional election. The governor of Indiana 
the law of the land—not one, who is expiating the | has ordered the election of members of congress in 
just sentence of that law—-not even one who lan- | that state to be held on the 3d day of May, proximo. 
guishes in bondage because lie is poor, in debt and MISSOURI, 

friendless. Let them boast of their wealth; their! At the St. Louis eity election, held on the 5th 
motto may be that in which the Roman poet said | inst. the whig caudidates for mayor, recorder, mar- 
his coontrymen rejoiced—* Virtus post nummos," | shal, &e. and a majority of tlie city council. were 
Let them vaunt their power and the nuraber of their | elected. i "p" 
population-—we cannot; our glory and our pride is The legislature adjourned on the 21sf ult. sine die. 
in the virtueand integrity of our people. Theyare| A bill has passed tbe house of representatives 
the only true elements of happiness in society—the} prohibiting the circulation of notes of a smaller de- 
only fira foundation upon which a nation’s great- | nomination than five dollars, after July 1341, with a 
ness can be reared. They constitute true wealth, | penalty of ten dollars for each infraction, Alter 


real power, and genuine 1mportance. 
[Gettysbvrg Slar. 
MARYLAND. 


July 1342, the prohibition will extend to notes under 
ten dollars. 
An issue of state bonds, to the aiacont of $258,261, 


The extra session closed. The constitution of the| at 10 per cent. and. $12,000 at seven per cent. has 
state was so altered during the twa last years, as to | been authorised tor specific purposes. 


compel the legislature to close its annual session at 


Mention is made of the existence of counferteit 


faithest by the 10th of March. The very first ap- | Indiana scrip, said to be very well executed. 


plication of this rule, found the most important bu- 
siness of the session unfinished, and the expedient 


MICHIGAN. 
The l-gisla'ure of this state, at its present session, 


to be resorted to of requesting the governor to con- passed a relief or stop-law containing tbe following 
vene an extra session, in order to complete what| provisions: 


was in progress. Ten days notice at least being 


«That no real or personal property shall hereafter 


required, the state has to endure the itenerant ex. | be sold by foreclosure of inortagage, on execution, 
penses of the raembers going home and returning.|or upon process of any court, until the same shall 
The governor summoned thei to reassemble on tlie | be appraised by disinterested freeholders. 


24th March, and they closed their session alter at- 


«That no real or personal property shall be sold 


tending the funeral of president Harrison, on the 7th] by any officer unless the same shall be bid off at 
inst. having enacted 54 laws in addition to those | two-thirds the appraised cash value or more. 
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1 his agent or attorney, and the 
debtoi, his agent or ailorney, may eaeh Seleet oue 
appraiser; if those appraisers cannot ügree, they 
may select a thiid, and if they cannot agree in this 
the officer having the proceess is to select the third: 

“That there shall be no redemptiou of auy pro- 
perty sold under the provisions ot the act. 

“That the act shall take effect from and after its 
passage.” 

FLORIDA. 

The U. S. steamer Beaufort capi. Peck, arrived 
yesterday from Pilatka. We learn froma passen- 
ger that on Monday last an express had arrived 
from Fort King, and stated that while two soldiers 
were hunting on the 4th inst. about 14 miles from 
the fort, they were fired upon by a party of seven 
Indians, and one of the soldiers killed, “The other 
escaped. 

Capt. Davidson, with a detachment of troops, on 
hearing of the murder, immediately started in pur- 
suit of the Indians, but they had vanished. The 
body of the murdered soldier was found. 

Dates to the Ist instant, have been received from 
St. Augustine. The same tale is told of Indians 
coming in and surrendering. The News of ihe Ist, 
Says:—'*À letter received here, from an officer of 
the army at Tampa bay, expresses the opinion that 
there will not be another gun fired by the Indians 
in Florida. God grant that it may prove correct, 
but we can searcely rely upon it as yet. The ship- 
ment of from two to three hundred Indians is con- 
fined.” The Herald of the same date, states that 
| perhaps 600 Indians of all sorts, tave surrendered 
or been eaptuied, and among them near 100 war- 


: à 5. 
riors. It adds—*No impression appears to have 
been made on the Cree 


ks, and but little upon the 
Seminoles proper, of whom Hospitakhee (not come 
in) is the chief. Much, very tauch, therelore, re- 
mains to be accomplished before (after being so 
often cheated) we can be assured that our troubles 
are over.” [ Balt. Sun. 

The National Intelligencer of the 16th instant, 
says, “We have read with much pain the subjoiued 
iuformation, showing that the spirit of evil is not 
yet entirely either quelled or propitiated among the 
Indians in Florida. Our information, we are sorry 
to say, leads us to the belief that there is a inischie- 
vous influence at work among certain persons in 
Florida other than Indians, whieh, prompted by 
merely mercenary considerations, counteracts the 
dispositions ot the Indians for pacification, and 
prompts them to keep up hostilities when they would 
otherwise find their interest in giving up their 
arms. It is difficult to believe in the reality of con- 
duct so detestable; yet it is positively affirmed in 
private letters received in this city. We express 
only what we are sure must be the universal senti- 
ment when we say those white savages are infinite- 
ly more criminal and more wurthy of punishment 
than the red men whom they practice upon.” 

The correspondent of. the Savannah Republiean 
writes as follows from Florida, under date of the 4th 
instant; 

“An express has this morring arrived af Pilatka 
froin Fort King, stating that the Indians have ex- 
hibited a hostile attitude this day within one mile of 
Fort King. A parly of seven warriors, suddenly 
emerging from the hammoek, attacked a small pare 
ty of soldieis who were out hunting, fired upon 
thein, and Killed private Thorapson, company H, 2d 
regiment infantry, and another individual, a private 
citizen. This occurrence took placeat t2 M A 
j Setachment of the command at Fort King immedi- 
ately left in pursuit. Another item to add to the 
| Pleasing prospect of closing the war. These In- 
dians are supposed to be of the same party which 
left Fort Clinch yesterday about the time the ex- 
press started irom that station for Fort King. Itis 
now the full of the moon, and you may expect 
shortly to insert in your columns an article headed 
"bloody massacre.” 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Report af the committee of investigation, appatuted 
at the meeting of stockholders. 

The committee appointed at the meeting of the 
stockholders of the Bank of the United States, 
held January 4, 1841, to examine the details of 
the statement then submitted by the president, 
respectfully submit the following report. 

The committee originally appointed, consisted of 
Joshua Lippincott, Moses Kempton, Charles Mas- 
sey, Thomas P. Cope, Richard Willing and David 
Kirkpatrick. The three last named gentlemen de- 
clined acting; and Edward Coles, James S. New- 
bold and John Bacon having been selected to fill 
the vacancies, the committee were finally organiz- 
ed, by the election of Joshua Lippincott as ehair- 
man, and George Slarswood as Secretary; and en 
the twentietb-ninth day of January, commenced 
the performance of the duties assigned them. 
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‘The committee were accommodated by the board | to present itself. In regard to these two lines, the 
of directors, with an apartment in the bank, and | committee will content themselves with remark- 
were trom time to time, attended by a committee! ing, that but a small proportion consists of regular 


of that body, as well as by the officers and clerks | 


of the baok. Every facility was afforded to them, 
in the prosecution ot their labors, as far as was 
practicable, by submitting to their examination, 
the books of the bank, and by giving such verbal 
explanatious, and furnishing such extracts and co- 
pies, a3 were requested. At an early stage of their 
proceedings, they were officially notified by the 
president, that a resolution had been adopted by the 
board of directors, “that the committee of stock- 
holders be informed, that the board is ready to 
afford them every facility, in the prosecution of any 
investigation, which the committee may be willing 
to make, of the affairs and transactions ol this 
bank, and the causes ot its actual situation, and 
that it is the wish of this board, that the committee 
should make sucb investigation, in order that the 
results may be laid before the meeting of the stock- 
holders in April next. Conceiving it to be their 
duty, under the terios of their original appoint- 
ment, as well as under the invitation thus extend- 
ed to them by the board, the committee accordingly 
commenced an examination of *the affairs and 
transactions of the bank," and *the causes of its 
actual situation." 

The committee proceeded in the first instance, 
to verify in detail, the statement of the assets and 
habilities of December 21, 1841. The securities 
and evidences in the possesion of the bank at Phi- 
ladelphia, were accordingly produced, and on com- 
parison therewith, the same was found to he cor- 
rect, 
March, and corresponded with the leger balance of 
tbat day. The returns from the several offices and 
agencies, were read aod lound to agree with the 
printed statement. The accounts of the circula. 
tion and issues, of the late and present bank, were 
also examined. 

The comuuttee have prepared and herewith sub- 
mit a still more detailed statement of the assets and 


liabilities of the bank, on the twenty-first day of 


December, 1810, than that heretofore presented; 
exhibiting the particulars of each item of the ori- 
ginal statement, in the same order and arragement, 
as is therein pursued; omitting, however, the items 
«Bank United States stock, balance unsold,” and 
the amount eredited as “bonus for charter.” 

The next object proposed was to make a valita- 
tion of the assets, With this view they proceeded 
to re-examine the items of active and suspended 
debt, stocks, real estate, bonds and mortgages, fo- 
reign bills of exchange, and amounts due by state 
hanks. The president of the bank was also re- 
quested to obtain an estimate of the probable loss, 
onthe assets at the different offices and agencies: 
returns from allof which have accordingly been 
received. The estimates thus made are presented 
jua columu, added to the detailed statement, now 
submitted and before referred to, (appendix A ). 

The attempt to make an estimate of probable 
losses, was found to be attended with considerable 
difficulty and embarrassment. To adopt the pre- 
sent depressed market value of the several stocks 
and loaus held by the bank, would not be a fair 
criterion ol their actual worth, which, rather than 
their. present availability, was that at which the 
committee endeavored to arrive — Still they have 
been necessarily guided, in a great ineasure, by the 

rice current of the day. Of the real estate and 
onds and mortgages, a very imperfect judgment 
could be formed, without inquiries as to the title 
and incumbrances, which the committee had not 
time to make. Many of the securities are of a 
charaeter to render it alinost impracticable to forin 


even a reasonable conjecture of their value. While’ and interest, 
therefore the committee bespeak for this portion ot | Profit and loss, 


The cash was counted, on the second of 


mercantile discounts. On the active debt, Decem- 
ber 21, 1840, are loans to seven incorporated or 
other companies of 1,211,193 dollars 22 cents, in- 
cludiug one of 502,222 dollars 22 cents, to the 
Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore rail road 
company. The sum of 740,056 dollars 33 cents, 
is on obligations, baving on that day more than six 
months to run, and of this sum 597,028 dollars 5 
cents, had more than twelve months to run. The 
sum of 279,888 dollars 41 cents, a part of this line 
entered as “bills receivable,” being nominally paya- 
ble on demand, though really composed of perma- 
nent accommodations, is not included in either of 
these amounts. Nor is the sum of 66,800 dollars 
86 cents, “bills receivable for sale of offices." A 
considerable part of it is in large amouuts, as will 
sufficiently appear from the fact, that forty-eight 
individuals, firms and companies, have discounts 
exceeding 20,000 dollars each, of whom twenty- 
seven liave discounts exceeding 50,000 dollars each, 
and nine exceeding 100,000 each. 

A similar examination of the suspended debt ex- 
hibits as the result fifty-two individuals, firms and 
companies, standing charged on the books of that 
department, with more than 20,000 dollars each, 
twenly-nine with more than 50,000 dollars eacb, 
and eighteen with more than 100,000 dollars each. 
There are six individuals and firms whose debts 
amount to 2,314,000 dollars, two of which are over 
650,000 dollars each, a larze amount of which will 
be lost; and four others, who have loans amounting 
to 569,000 dollars, Eleven joint stock companies 
are indebtcd on this list 807,58] dollars 22 cents, 
of which the Philadelphia and Germantown rail 
road company is 129,902 dollars 76 cents. 

The whole result of the valuation made by the 
committee, may be thus stated in short: 

The assets of the bank, amounting on the 21st 
day ot December, 1840, according to the statement 
of the committee, to 69,531,742 dollars 46 cents, 
have been estimated at $51,779,795 46 
From which deduct liabilities 


Leaves the sum of $14,820,256 11 


to represent the capital of $35,000,000 00 
Less amount of Bank of United 


States stock on hand 2,471,400 00 


$32,528,600 00 

To this may he added the sum of four or five 
hundred thousand dollars, for that part of the cir- 
culation, amounting on the twenty-first of Decem- 
ber, 1840, to 9,336,000 dollars 90 cents, which is 
prohably lost or destroyed. 

The committee submit also herewith, condensed 
general statements of the condition of the bank, on 
the first day of February, 1836, on the first day of 
April, 1839, on the first day of Mareh, 1841; with 
a comparative table of assets and liabilities, for 
these three periods, and alsoa general statement of 
April 1, 184t.. (Appendix B. C. D. E. and F.) 

Tne general statement of the condition of the 
bank February 1, 1836, is a copy of that submitted 
to the stockholders convened at the bank, upoo the 
nineteenth day of that month, for the purpose ol 
considering the propriety of accepting the charter, 
then recently granted by the legislature of Penu- 
sylvania. By that statement, showing the condition 
ol the institution, after a period of active business 
extending over twenty years, abd including more 
than one period of serious commercial difficulty, 
there appeared to the credit of discount, exrhange, 
$423,875 15 
3,765,399 54 


their labors that regard, which is due to an honest | Contingent fund, exceeding the losses 


etfort, from tlie best means within their reach, to 
arrive at the truth, they must be permitted to quali- 
fy it with the remark, that it is necessarily only an 
approximation: in which they cannot ask the stock- 
holders to place entire confidence. The ability of 
the institution to realize any thing like a fair equi- 
valent for its assets, will depend much upon tlie 
course of policy it may in luture pursue, and upon 
circumstances which no oue can be expected to 
foresee. The estimate is presented however with 
less reluctance, as from the details now given, each 
stockholder will he able to form a judginent for 
himself. 

1t may be proper here to remark, that it has been 
thought best by a majority of the committee, not to 
submit the lists in detail of the active and suspend- 
ed debt. The injury which would result to the 
credit of individuals by such an exposition, might 
uliüiinately be detrimental to the interests of the 
stockholders, while no benefit of sufficient impor- 
tance to counterbalance such a mischief, appeared 


chargeable thereto, by the sum of 1,486,561 65 
Foreign exchange account 847,87] 03 
Fund for extinguishing cost of bank- 

ing houses 1,104,223 09 


Contingent interest 440,854 14 


$8,018,784 60 
These sums, after deducting the amount i 
of deficiencies and expenses, 
formed the surplus funds of the institn- 
tion $7,801,590 38 
from which it will be recollected, it was strongly 
urged upon the stockholders, as the main argument 
in favor of accepting the charter then offered, and 
after making the most liberal allowance for proha- 
ble losses on the suspended debt and real estate, the 
entire bonus could he paid, without in the least de- 
gree impairing the capital. 
The origin of the course of policy, which has con- 
ducted to the present situation of the affairs ol the 


217,194 22 


36,959,539 63| 
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institution, dates, however, beyond the period of the 
recharter by the state. When it was perceived that 
the charter of the late bank ot the United States 
would not be renewed or extended by congress, the 
president and directors commenced winding up its 
concerns, and among tbe first measures taken to 
that end, was to sell or dispose of, as far and as 
speedily as could be effected, the assets of its seve- 
ral branches. This was generally done to state 
banks, who gave for thetn their obligations, payable 
by instalments at distant periods. At the same 
time, the policy was adopted of converting the ac- 
tive debt into loans upon the security of stocks, by 
which permanent investments might be provided 
for the capital of the bank during the long period of 
its anticipated liquidation. On the 6th of March, 
1835, “the president submitted to the board, a ge- 
neral view of the situation of the bank, its means 
and liabilities, its circulation and deposites, and the 
probable future demands upon it, showing its am- 
ple resources and power of expansion: whereupon” 
the committee of excbange, which was composed 
of three directors, appointed by the president, were 
authorised by the board “to make loans on the se- 
curity of the stock of this bank, or other approved 
security, and if neeessary, ata lower rate than six, 
but not less than five per cent. per annum.” 


This delegation of power to the exchange com- 
mittee, was never expressly and formally renewed 
under the new charter, unless it be considered as in- 
cluded under a general resolution of the new board 
adopting *the by-laws, rules and regulations" of 
the former bank. By the stateinent of the condi- 
tion of the bank upon the 2d of March, 1835, the 
whole amount of loans upon bank stock, and other 
than personal security, was 4,797,936 dollars 55 
cents, while by that of March 3, 1836, these loans 
bad increased to the sum of 20,446,367 dollars SS 
cents, Under such circumstances, the active means 
ofthe bank were comparatively small, to pay the 
immediate demand of the state for the bonus, to 
settle with the government of the United States for 
its stock, and to meet its circulation of 20,113,227 
dollars 56 cents, which, contrary to the anticipa- 
tion, expressed at the period of its re-charter, soon 
began to be rapidly presented for redemption. The 
bank was of necessity driven into the market as 
borrowers, and very soon the first step was taken to 
obtain loans abroad, by sending the cashier to Eu-. 
rope for that purpose. Two loans were according- 
ly negociated by him: one in England, of 1,000,000: 
pounds sterling, and another iu France,of 12,500,000 
francs, on favorable terms. 

In order to provide for the payment of these loans 
and to negociate others. and in general to superin- 
tend the interests of the institntion abroad, it was 
determined by the board to have a general agent 
residing in London, and on the 22d of September, 
Mr. Samuel Jaudon, then cashier, was elecled to 
that post, and his agency there commenced accord- 
ingly, November 8, 1837, 

At the same time, the bank entered the foreign 
aud domestic markets as borrowers, upon their post 
notes and bonds payable in Europe: the whole 
amount obtained in this way at different periods up 
to July, 1840, being more than twenty-three mil- 
lions. 

From these causes, as well as from the general 
derangeinent of affairs, the suspension of specie 
payments, and the discredit consequently thrown 
upon American securities, and more particularly 
from the course of the bank'sdealing in foreign ex- 
change, by drawing bills to alarge amount without 


having previously provided the funds for their pay-* 


ment, and thus subjecting their agent in London, 
to the necessity of ubtaining money in haste, in or- 
der lo maintain the credit of the bank, it was no 
longer found possible.to command funds there upon 
the same favorable terms as before. And accord- 
ingly, upon Mr. Jaudon’s subsequent negociations 
for loans, to the amount altogether of $12,212,697 
46 cents, there is chargeable to losses the surn of 
1,149,907 dollars 4 cents, being for discount, com- 
missions to foreign bankers, and other cliarges; not 
including Mr. Jaudon's own commissions, and the 
expenses of the agency in London amounting up to 
January 1, 1841, to the sum of 69,344 pounds 17 
shillings 6 pence sterling, which at nine per cent, 
exchange is equal to 335,937 dollars 39 cents. 

It may be proper to explain in passing, how this 
large sum for the expenses of the agency at London 
arises. When Mr. Jaudon was elected to the place 


of foreign agent, he was the principal cashier, ata | 


salary ol 7,000 dollars per annum. 
the loss on the sale of his furniture, 5,074 dollars, 
and the passage of himself and family to London, a 
further sum of 1,015 dollars. He was to devote 
himself exclusively to the business of the bank, to 
negotiate an uncovered credit in England, fo pro- 
vide for the then existing debt in Europe, to recelve 


| 


The bank paid | 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—APRIL 17, 1841—BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


107 


its fands, to pay its bilis and dividends, to eifect 
sales of stocks, and generally to protect the interests 
ol the bank and “the country at large.” For these 
services he was to receive the commission therefore 
charged and allowed to Baring, Brothers & Compa- 
ny, equal to about 28,000 dollars per annum. In 
addition to which, the expenses of the ageacy 
were allowed him, ineludinga salary of 1,000 pounds 
sterling fo his brother, Mr. Chares B. Jaudon, as 
his principal clerk. From the increase of money 
operations, arising from facilities afforded by the 
agency, the amount upou which coinmissions were 
charged was greatly augmented, so that the sums 
paid him for his country services up to January, 
1841, amounted at nine per cent. exchange to 
173,044 dollars 47 cents, and the expeuses of the 
agency to 35,66 dollars 99 cents. 

In addition to these suras, he was allowed by the 
exchange commiítee, an extra commission of one 
per cent. upoa a loan effected in October, 1839, of 
800,000 pounds, say $38,755 56, and upon bis 
claim ‘for a similar comission, upon subsequent 
loans in France and Holland, to the amount of 
$9,837,141 90, the board of directors, under the 
sanction of a legal opinion, from counsel of high 
standing, and the views of the former president, by 
whom the agreement with Mr. Jaudon was made, 
that the case of extraordinary loans was not antici- 
pated, nor meant to be included in the original ar- 
rangemenut,allowed the further charge of $83,970 37. 
These several sums amount to $335,937 39, as be- 
fore stated. 

Such were some of the results of the resolution 
of March, 1335, though it cannot be questioned, that 
much may be fairly attributed to tlie unhappy situa- 
tion of the business and exchanges of the country, 
concurring with the unfortunate policy pursued by 
the administration of the bank. Thus the iustitu- 
tion has gone ou to increase its indebtedness abroad, 
until it has now more money borrowed in Europe, 
than it has on loan on its list of active debt in Ame- | 
rica. To this has been superadded, extensive deal. | 
ing in stocks, and a continuation of the policy of 
loaning upon stock securities, though it was evi- 
dently proper upon the recharter, that such a policy 
should be at once and entirely abandoned. Such 
indeed was its avowed purpose, yet one year alter- 
wards, in March, 1837, its loans on stocks and other 
than personal security had increased $7,821,541, 
while the bills discounted on personal security, and 
domestic exchange, bad sutlered a diminution of 
$9,516,163 73. 

It seems to have beeu sufficient, to obtain money 
oa loan, to pledge the stock of an “incorporated 
company,” however remote its operation or uncer- 
tain its. prospects. Many large loans, originally 
made on a pledge of stocks, were paid for in the 
same kind of property, and that too at par, when in 
many instances they lad become depreciated in 
value. It is very evident to the committee, that 
several of the officers of the bank were themselves 
engaged in large operations in stocks and specula- | 
tions, of a similar character, with funds obtained 
of the bank, and at the sarme time loane were made 
to the companies in which they were interested, 
and to others engaged in the same kind of opera- 
tions, in amounts greatly disproportionate to the 
means of the parties, or to their proper aad legiti- 
mate wants and dealings. The effect of this system, 
was to monopolise the active means of the institu- 
tion, and disable it from aiding and accommodating 
men engaged in businegsreally productive and use- 
ful to the community; and as might have been anti- 
cipated, a large part of the sums thus loaned were 
ultimately lost, or the bank compelled, on disadvan- 
tageons terins as to price, to take in payment stocks, 
back lands and other fragments of the estates of 
great specolators. 

The loose and irregular manner, in which the bu- 
siuess of loaning money was condncted, tended 
greatly to prnduce this result, and deserves particu- 
lar notice and explanation. From March, 1835, 
the period of the passage of the resolution above 
referred to, the chief control and management of the 
affairs of the institution, appears to have passed 
from the hands of the directors. The mode in which 
the committee of exchange transacted their busi- 
ness, shows that there really existed no check what- 
ever upon the officers, and that the funds of the 
bank were almost entirely at their disposition. That 
committee met daily, and were attended by the ca- 
shier, and at times by the president. They exer- 
cised the power of making loans and settlements, 
to full as great an extent as the board itself. They 
kept no minutes of their proceeding—no book in 
which the loans made, aud business doae, were en- 
tered, but their decisions and directions, were given 
verbally to the officers, to be by them carried into 
execution. The established course of bnsiness 
Seems, to have beeu, for the first teller to pay on 
presentation at the counter, all checks, notes, or due 


‘waite, then secoid assistant cashier, was in debt to 


bills having iadorsed the order or the initials of one \ 
of the cashiers, and to place these as vouchers in 
his drawer, tor so much cash, where they remained, 
until just before the regular periodical counting of 
the cash, by the standing committee of the board 
on the state of the bank. These vouchers were 
then taken out, and entered as “bills receivable, in 
a small memorandum book, under the charge of one 
of the clerks. These bills were not discounted, but 
bore interest payable semi-annually, and were secur- 
ed by a pledge of'stock, or sotae other kind of proper- 
ty. It is evidently impossible, under sucli circum- 
stances, to ascertain, or be assured, in regard toany 
partilar loan or settlement, that it was sanetioned by 
a majority of the exchange committee. It can be 
said, however, with entire certainty, that the very 
large business transacted in this way, does not ap- 
pear upor. the face of the discount buoks, was never 
submitted tothe examination of the members of 
the board, at its regular meetings, nor is it any 
where entered on the ininutes, as having been re- 
ported to that body, for their information or appro- 
batinn. As illustrative of the extent of these trans- 
actions, it may be proper to state, that the sum total 
of “bills reecivable” 

On the 4th of March, 1836, was 
On the 4th of Mareh, 1837, 

On the 4th of March, 1838, 

On the 4th of March, 1839, 6,772,733 80 
On the 4th of March, 1840, 4,041,705 84 

The amount ontstanding on (he books of this de- 
partment, on the 4th of Mareh, 1341, had become 
reduced to the sum of 176,954 dollars 12 cents. 
The accounts have been settled in various ways, 
or transferred to other heads, the department hav- 
ing resolved to abolish altogether a cnurse of pro- 
ceeding, so pregnant with mischief and loss, and 
to prohibit entirely, all loans except by the board 
itself. 

There stands now upon tlie books of the suspend- 
ed debt department, transferred thereto (rom “bills 
receivable,” still unsettled — 1,470,651 dollars 77 
cents. A portion is on the list nf active debt having 
beea changed into bills discounted, at deferred pe- 
riods of maturity. 

These loans were generally ia large amounts. In 
the list of debtors on “bills receivable” of the first 
of January 1837, twenty-one individuals, firms and 
companies, stand charged, each with an amount of 
one hundred thousand dollars and upwards. One 
lirin of this city received accommodations of this 
kind between August 1835 and November 1837 to 
the extent of 4,213,878 dollars 30 cents, more than 
half of which was obtained in 1837. The officers 
of the bank themselves received in this way, loans 
to a large amount. In March 1336, when the bank 
went into operation, under its new charter, Mr. 
Samuel Jalon, then elecled its principal cashier, 
was indebted to it, 100,500 dollars. When he re- 
signed the sitnation ot cashier, aud was appointed 
foreign agent, he was iu debt 408,389 dollars 25 
cents, and on the first of March (341, he still stood 
charged with an indebtedness of 117,500 dollars. 
Mr. John Andrews, first assistant cashier, was in- 
debted to the bank in March 1836, 104,000 dollars, 
By subsequent loans aud advances made during the 
next three years, he received in all, the sum of 
426,930 dollars 67 ceuts. Mr. Joseph Cowperth- 


$6,221,660 85 
8,183,445 0t 
7,229,503 25 


the bank in March 1826, 115,000 dollars; when he 
was appointed cashier iu September 1837, 326,382 
dollars 50 cents; when he resigned, and was eleet- 
ed adireetor by the board, in June 1840, 72,860 
dollars, and he staads charged March 3, 1841, on 
the books with the suin of 55,081 dollars 95 cenís. 
It appears on the hooks of the bank, that these 
three gentlemen, were engaged in making invest- 
ments on (heir joiut accounts, in the stock and loan 
of the Catnden and Woodbury rail road company, | 
Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore rail road 
epmpany, Dauphin and Lycoming coal lands, and 
Grand Gulf rail road and banking company. 

The various settlements effeeted with the officers 
and other debtors for these irregular loans, must not 
be suffered to pass without notice, These settle. 
ments were withont the knowledge or approbation 
of the board, at least so far as appears from their 
minntes. The large loan (oa firm ia this city, be- 
fore adverted to, was settled by the reeeipt in pay- 
mentof various stocks and real estate, except 224,264 
dollars 56 cents, in cash. Another large amonnt of 
loans to a single individual of 1,014,977 dollars 80 
cents, was settled in like manner. 

There was taken in settlement of debt from 
Messrs. Bevan & Humphreys, (Mr. Joseph Cabot, 
one of that firin, being at the time a director of the 
bank) one thousand one hundred and fifty shares of 
United States bank stock, in 1838, vizi—On the 3d 
of Angust, two hundred and filty shareg, at 123 
dollars, the bank selling on the same day at 120, 
less brokerage: on the 22d of August, five hyadred 


P rT 
shares, and on the 23d of August, tour hunared 
shares at 125 dollars, the market price on those two 
days being 123 dollars 25 cents, the bank sellin the 
day after at 123, less brokerage. Settlements of a 
similar character with debtors for smaller amounts, 
were of frequent recurrence. 

The first instance in which an officer paid his 
debt to the bank in other tban moneys which the 
committee can find, was in March 1838, when Mr. 
Samuel Jaudon (then in London as the agent of the 
bank), Mr. Joseph Cowperthwaite, (then cashier), 
and Mr. John Andrews, (then first assistant ca- 
shier), paid a debt of 269,500 dollars, which they 
owed the bank on joint account, in Danville and 
Pottsville rail road company five per cent. 


loan, 70,000 
Union canal six per cent. loan, 10,000 
Philadelphia and Reading rail road com- 

pany stock, 3,590 shares, 179,500 
West Feliciana rail road company stock, 

100 shares, 10,000 

$269,500 

Of course, the committee cannot Say, that the 


exchange committee did or did nnt authorise, or 
sanction this settlement. The paper which consti- 
tutes the only evidence of it, and which the com- 
mittee have seen exhihits no sign of sueh autho- 
rity orapprobation, other than the initials of Mr. 
Andrews himself. 

Of the residue of the large debt of Mr. Andrews 
of 463,104 dollars 88 cents, which incIndes his one- 
third proportion of the foregoing snm of 269,500 dol- 
lars, all except 31,311 dollars 55 cents was settled 
by the transter of stocks and loans. 

An account of the settlement with Messrs. Jan- 
don, Cowperthwaite and Andrews, accompanies a 
report made by the exchange committee, to the 
board on the 21st of August, 1840. That commit- 
tee remark in their report, “your committee are un- 
able to say, if any authority was given by the board 
under the charter from congress, but are very cer- 
tain that the boards, under the present charfer, have 
never sanetioned such loans or settlements, and 
they cannot too strongly condemn such acts. The 
power of making loans and settlements must be re- 
served to the board, while the officers toust be con- 
tent with being the executive of its decisions.” 

The accounts of these officers are herewith sub- 
mitted, together with some others. [Appendix G.] 

In order to inform the stockholders, not only of 
the character of the assets, but of tlle mode by 
which they came into the possession of the bank, 
there is attached to this repart, a statement show- 
ing the particulars of the stocks on hand at the bank, 
the amount taken in settlement of debt, purchased 
or subscribed, and a list of the stocks in possession 
April 1, 1839. (Appendix H. E.) Of the whole 
amonnt of stocks and loans, which the hauk has 
received since its recharter, including those since 
disposed ol, it appears, that more than thirty-one 
millions of dollars have been taken in settlement of 
debts and advances. 

In the conrse of the investigation the attention 
of the committee has been directed to certain ac- 
connts, which appear on the books as “advances on 
merchandise," but which were, in fact, payments 
for cotton, tobacco and other produce, purchased 
by the direction of the then president, Mr. Nicholas 
Biddle, and shipped to Europe on account to him- 
self and others. These accounts were kept by a 
clerk in the foreign exchange department, this de- 
partment being under the charge of Mr. Cowpeth- 
waite, until September 22, 1837, when he was 
elected cashier, and of Mr. Thomas Dunlap, until 
March, 20, 18-(0, when lie was chosen president. 

The original documents, necessary to enable the 
committee to arrive af all the facts in relation to 
these transactions, were not accessible, having been 
retained, as was supposed, by the parties interested, 
as private papers. A sueciuct view of the whole 
matter, sufficient to convey to the stockholders a 
general idea of its character, may be drawn from 
the report of a coininittee of the board of directors, 
appointed on the 21st July, 1840, for the purpose of 
adjusting and settling these accounts, and who re- 
ported on the 2tst of December, 1840, which report 
with the accompanying accounts, is spread at large 
upou the niuntes. 

The first transactions were in July, 1837, and 
appear as advances, to A. G. Jandon, to purchase 
entton for shipment to Baring, Brothers & Co. of 
Liverpool, the proceeds to be remitted to their 
house in London, then acting as the agents of the 
bank. The amount of these shipments was 2,152,998 
dollars 98 gents. The proceeds were passed to the 
credit of the bank, and the account appears to be 
balanced. "The results, as to the profit and loss, do 
potwppeai, and the committee had no meaos of 
ascertaining them, nor the names of the parties in- 
terested.” ? 
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In the autumn of 1837, when the second of these , agreed to give him a full diseharge from its claim 
"iansaetions commenced, 1t will be recalf-cted, that jon bin lor lis share of the Inss on these operations. 


Mr. Samael Jaudou had been appointed the agent 
oi the bank to reside in Landon. About the saine 
time, a co-partnersliip was formed between Mr. 
May Humphreys, then a director of the bank, and 
a son of Mr. Nicholas Biddle under the firin of Bid- 
dle and Humphreys. ‘This house was established 
at Liverpool, and theneeforward acted as agents 
for the sale of the produce shipped to that place, 
which comprised a large proportion of the whole 
amount. E 7 
in explanation of these proceedings, the commit- 
tee annex to their report a copy of a letter dated 
iladelphia 
uU Te of the bank, from Mr. Joseph Cabot, 
one of the firm of Bevan and Humphreys, and who 
beeame a director at the election in January, 1838. 
This letter was read to the board, December 29, 
1840, but was not inserted on the ininutes. 


pendix R3. 


1838 and 1839, the transactions of whieh amount- 
ed to 8,969,450 dollars 95 cents. 
were made principally to Biddle and Hompltireys, 


were paid for by dratison Bevan and Humphreys— | Commercial and Rail Road bank of 


the funds advanced by the bank, and the proceeds 


This contract has been performed. The eominittee 
of the board say in reference to this settlement— 
“Aware that the Texian seeurities were much be- 
low par in the market, the committee relnctantly 
agreed to the settlement, under the heliel that a 
better arrangement for the hank eould not be, (at 
least amicably ) effeeted, and in the hope founded on 
general inlormation, that the bonds might at a 
distant day, be disposed of without serious loss.” 

The committee also settled with Mr. Joseph Cow- 

perthwaite, for one-fourth of the 


loss, $157,847 74 


December 28, 1840, to the president | For which was received in payment 


Mr. Cowperthwaite’s share in cer- 
tain Dauphin county eoal land, 
which cost $120,000, less a mort- 


This arrangement continued during the year 1537, | Land in Lyeoming eounty, Wiskonsan 


gage thereon of $10,000 $110,000 
(Ap- | Laud in Cataraugus county, New York, 

which cost, 5,000 

and Mietigan, 20,000 


The shipments | Boston aud Illinois land company stock, 


seventeen shares par, 17,000 


Vicksburg, 350 shares par, 35,000 


remitted to Mr. Samuel Jaudon, agent of the bank | Planters’ bank of Mississippi, 59 shares 


in London. f 
It appears that there was paid to Messrs. Be 


& Humphreys by the bank in Philadelphia during | Germantown and Norristown rail rnad 


the months of Mareh, April and May, 1539, the 


sum of eight bandred thousand dollars and the ac- | Camden and Woodbury rail, road eom- 


count was tbus balaneed. The eommittee have 


reason to believe, that this sum eonstitued a part ar | Loan of Camden and Woodbury rail road 


perhaps the whole ot the profits derived from the 
seeond seties of shipments. How, and among whom, 
it was distribnted, they have not been informed, 


bnt from the terms ol the final settlement to be ad- | And a eash payment, the committee say 


verted to presently, each one will be at liberty to 
make his own inlerences, 


The third and last aeeount, amonnting to 3,241,042 | Making altogether, 


ilollars 83 cents, appears on the books, as “bills on 
London, advances 8. V. S. W.” These letters stand 
tor the name of S. V. S. Wilder, of New York.— 
Messrs. Humphreys & Biddle to whom these eon- 
signments were made, eontinued their aceounts ia 
ihe name of Bevan & Humphreys, bat without the 
knowledge of that fiim, as appears by Mr. CaboUs 
letter of December 28, 1840. The result of these 
last shipments, was a loss of 962,524 dollars 13 ets. 
OF this amount the suin of 553,908 dollars 57 cents 
was lor excess of payments by Messrs. Humphreys 
& Biddle to the London agency, beyond the pro- 
ceeds of sale, with interest thereon, The parties 
interested, claimed and were allowed a deduetion 
tor loss on 526,000 dollars of southern funds, used 
in the purehase of eotton, when at a discount, the 
sum of 210,071 dollars 20 eents, and also this soin, 
being banker’s commission to Messrs. Humphreys 
& Biddle on advanees to Samuel Jaudon, agent, 
21,061 dollars 86 cents, making 331.133 dollars 16 
eents, and leaving to be settled by the parties the 
som of 631,390 dollars 97 cents. 

Belore proceeding to state the particulars of this 
settlement, it will be proper to precede it by the re- 
marks of the committee of the directors, by whom 
it was elleceted. They say: “A long and difficult 
negotiation has resulted in the settlement of three- 
fourths of the balanee, and an agreement for the 
settlement of the remaining fourth. The payment 
othalf the amount, and the agreement for one-fourih, 
are neither of them such as the committee labared 
to obtain: yet the terms are better than at one period 
of the negotiation they eonld reasonably have ex- 
pected and although upsatislaetory in tliemselves, 
are acceptable under the peculiar cireumstances of 
the case." 

The settlement reported to the board on the 21st 
of December, 1340, was as follows: 
With Mr. Nicholas Biddle far one-half 

amounting with interest to 
For wineh there was receivd from hin 

in payment, three bonds of the re- 
publie of Texas, for five thonsand 
dollars each, and an order on gen. 

Jas. Hainilton, then in London, to 

deliver to the eashier, or liis order, 

a bond of the repnblie of Texas, 

payable in London, lor £10,126 

13s. 1d. and also ninety bonds of the 
same, lor two hundred and (ity 
pounds caeh; these with interest 

dne and exehange, aceotding to a 

ealenlatian made by Mr. Samuel 

Jaudon, «amount to 


$119,577 93 


Leaving a balanee of 
z 


{ 


par, 5,900 

van | West Felieiana bank, 100 shares par, 10,000 
company, 500 shares par, 25,000 

pany, 100 shares par, 5,000 
company, 12,000 

of “about”? 16,000 
$203,900 


The committee stale, in reference to their settle- 
ment with Mr. Cowperthwaite, that it was made 
on the ground, that “with the exeeption of a tew 
thousand dollars retained to pay other debts, the 
agreement comprised all his remaining property.” 
The eoininittee also settled with Mr. 

S. V. S. Wilder the remaining one- 

fourth, amonnting with interest to 
For the purpose of enabling Mr. Wil- 

der to settle this amount in eash, 

the bank of the United States in N. 

York, loaned to him the sum of 

$112,000 on the seenrity of 
1, Real estate at Green Hill, Phila- 

delphia county, $20,000 
2. Five thousand five hun- 

dred acres of “iron land” 

and two furnances in Co- 

jumbia eounty, Pennsyl- 

vania, in operation and 

prodacing a rent equal to 


$161,793 33 


6 per cent. on $200,000 79,000 
3. On his claim upon Wo. 

H. Robertson, of Mobile, 7,500 
4. On his elaim on Mr. Big- 

low, of New York, 5,500 


112,000 00 
The balanee was settled by reeeiving 
the whole amonnt trom Mr. Wilder 
in cash, 49,793 33 
$161,793 23 
Mr. Thomas Dunlap of Philadelphia guarantees 
under date of December 21, 1849, the laitlifül and 
puvetual payment of the loans to Mr. Wilder. The 
eoumittee of the board add “under tliis arrange- 
ment we apprehend no loss to the bank.” 


Upon the. presentation of the report of the eom- 


$321,220 13 | mittee on advanees, to the board on the 21st of De- 


cember, 1840, a motion was tnade, ta recoinmit the 
same forthe purpose of having inserted therein, the 
name of the party reaily interested inthe one-tourth, 
for which the settlement was made with Mr. S. V. 
S. Wilder. This motion did not prevail, but the re- 
port was accepted and the committee diseliarged., 
After tlie repart tad been read, the following pre- 
amble and resolutions were snbiaitted by Mr. James 
Martin, and unanimously adopted by the direetors 
present, who were Messrs. John R. Neff, Joseph 
Cahot, Lewis Waln, Jolin Connell, Manuel Eyre, 
Richard Piiee, Lawrenee Lewis, James Martin, 
George Handy and Robert Taylor; Mr, Neff aeting 


201,612 20 | by deputation as president pro tem, in the absence 


of Mr. Dunlap. 
“Aas it appears by the report of the eointnittee on 


For this balance Mr. Biddle agreed to deliver to} advances, that large transactions have been going 
the hank within one month, Texas bonds, and on |on for several years without the sanction or know- 
the delivery of the last mentioned bonds, the bank [ledge of the board of direetois, and as it further ap- 


pears, that these transactions were mostly if not 
wholly for the aecount and to the profit and loss of 
the executive officers of this bank at those times, 
it is due from this board, that their just coudemna- 
tion of such things should be fully expressed, and 
recorded: It is therefore 

“Resolved, That the business of loaning money 
exclusively and of right belongs to the board of di- 
rectors, and that all loans or discounts made by a 
committee of the board, in concurrence with the of- 
fieers, should be duly reported to a regular meeting 
of the board. 

“Resolved, That the loaning or discounting on 
the deposite of eolateral security or promissory 
notes of the officers of the bank is nnauthorised, 
and cnatrary to the proper adtinistration of the af- 
fairs of the bank. 

‘Resolved, That the large advances made by the 
officers ol the bank, in the periods of 1837-8, and 
1838 9, being totally unanthorised and unknown 
tothe board of direetors, merits and receives our 
just censure and condemnation.” f 

By the thirteenth standing rule of the bank, it is 
provided that the committee on the state of the 
bank, eomposed of five members, and elected by 
ballot every three months, should “at least once 
during their time of service, examine and count the 
discounted notes, and eompare the amount thereof 
with the balance of the amount of bills discounted 
in the general ledger: they shall also count the cash, 
and the printed and the unprinted paper in the pos- 
session of the cashier—examine the evidences of 
the publie debt and property of the eorporation, 
make an inventory of the same, to be compared with 
the books, in order to aseertain their agreement and 
report to the board." The custom appears to have 
been for this eommiltee to confine their examina- 
tion exelosively to the cash, bills discounted on 
personal and other seeurity, the issues, and the 
printed and unprinted bank paperon hand. The 
aeeonnt, however, of the general state of the bank, 
submitted to the directors at every stated meeting, 
contained the items of ‘bills receivable on bank 
stoek and other seeurity," which inelnded as well 
the bills receivable for sale of branehes as the loans 
made in the manner heretofore adverted to, and 
‘foreign bills of exchange,” under which head was 
contained the advances on shipments of merehan- 
dise. Thus, on the 28th of Jone, 1838, on which 
day an examination was reported by the committee 
on the state of the bank, there stood to the debit of 
“bills receivable,” the snin of $13,106,074 55 ets. 
and of “foreign bills of exchange," the sum of 
$7,216,109 34 cts. The eommittee annex to this 
report a list of the directors and the several standing 
committees of the board since the re-charter.— 
(Appendix L). 

Not only in regard to loans and settlements, but 
in relation to the purchase and sale of stocks, the 
establisl ment of agencies and other important mea- 
sures of general policy, the board of directors were 
not regularly eonsulied. Of this, the committee 
must be permilted to present some instances as il- 
lustrative. In September, 1836, the bank purebas- 
ed the *Merehants’ Bank of New Orleans" of the 
capital of one million of dollars for an advance of 
76,250 dollars, and established it as the agent of this 
bank at that place. On the eighth day of Novem- 
ber, 1336, in like manner a purchase was made for 
$384,000 of “the Insurance Bank of Columbus, 
Georgia." Ia August, 1839, arrangements were 
«ade for the purchase of the charter of "the Ha- 
milton bank,” ot Baltimore, and the purehase effect- 
ed, but as the bank never went into operatian the 
advanee was but small. There was taken from 
Mr. Joseph Cowperthwaite, on the Ist of March, 
1838, eighty-nine shares of Bank United States 
stock at 120 doliars, the bank selling the saine day 
at 118 dollars, less brokerage; and on the 8th of 
January, 1840, there was received from liim as cash 
one hundred and thiity shares at 100 dollars, tbe 
market price of that day being 85 dollars 75 eents. 
On the 4th of March, 1339, Messrs. Joseph Cow- 
perlhwaite, Thomas Dunlap and Joseph Cabot, 
agreed to porchase of the bank two thousand shares 


of Philadelphia and Reading rail road eampany 
stock, at forty-five dollars per share, on a eredit of 
two years, and on the application of these parties on 
the 15th of February, 1340, the said contraet was 
annuled. Itis stated in a report of the exehange 
committee of Augnst 23, 1840, and entered on the 
minutes of the boaid, that the Philadelphia and 
Reading rail road company have made a contract 
with Mr. Jos. Cowperttiwaite for a loan of 500,000 
dollars in bis individual eapacity, (although sup- 
posed by the company to have been on account of 
the bank), to be converted iuto sterling bonds at 4 
dollars 80 cents per pnuud sterling, At the period 
of that report tlie sum of 326,000 dollars of this loan 
had been taken up, of whieh the bank was then the 
holders of 272,000 dollars, and on that day, (with 
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the assent of the board), assumed the balance no- 
paid of the contract. Upon the eighleenth day of 
August, 1838, the bank guaranteed a contract made 
by Mr. Nicholas Biddie in liis individual capacity, 
for the purchase of two thousand five hundred bonds 
of the state of Mississippi, of (wo thousand dollars 
each, amounting in the whole to 5,000,000 datlars. 
The signature of Mr. Thomas Dunlap, then second 
assistant cashier, was affixed to the guarantee, on be- 
half of the bank, upon the verbal authority of the 
president. Upon the 29th of January, 1839, the 
bank guaranteed to the state of Michigan, the punc- 
tual fulfilment of the obligations of the Morris canal 
and Banking company, for the purchase of bonds of 
that state, to the extent of 3,145,687 dollars 50 cts. 
for 2,700,000 taken at par, and including interest 
on the instalments payable every three months up 
to January, 1843. On the 29th of April, 1829, the 
bank guaranteed a contract entered into by Mr. 
Thomas Dunlap in his individual capacity for the 
purchase of one million of dollars of the «Illinois 
and Michigan canal stock.” In regard to these 
transactions, the cominittee can find no authority 
on the minutes of the board, and liave been referred 
to none, by the president, upon whom they called 
lor information. 

The committee submit herewitli (Appendix M.) 
a statement of the profit and loss acconnt of the 
contingent fund, and an abstract of the losses | 
chargeable thereto. In this last account there is a | 
charge under date of June 30, 1840, of $400,000 to 
“parent bank notes account,” which has not been 
explained to the satistaction of the cominittee. It 
must be also mentioned, that among the expendi- 
tures of the bank, there is entered, at various dates, 


| 


tion of that system? Not at all. Does it go to re- 
duce the price of the lana? Not, at the ulinost, more 
than three or fourcents an acre. What is its nature? 
Gentlemen should take an extended view of the 
whole subject before tbey make up an opinion in 
regard to its merits. We own a vast wilderness of 
unsettled lands subject to sule, at times there have 
been attempts on the part of speculators to monopo- 
lize it; fortunately, however, they have not yet suc- 
ceeded. No fortunes have been realized in this 
way, so far as I have heard. In this state of things, 
is it not our duty, our interest, and onr truest po- 
licy to encourage the settlement of the new states 
in the west by a hardy, industrious and moral popu- 
lation? And in what does this pre-emption system 
trench upon, or in the least interfere with the estab- 
lished land system of the country? It only allows 
the poor man, who wishes to establish himself in a 
permanent home, to buy for himself a quarter sec- 
tion of land at the full government price. There is 
the whole of it. In consideration of the expediency 
and desirableoess of filling up this new country with 
a hardy, and active, and enterprising race of settlers, | 
we do—what? Give them tbe public land? No; 

but receive from them for it a doliar anda quarter 

an acre, and then give it to them in perpetuity. The 

difierence in the receipts at the treasury from what 

would be obtained jor the sawe land at an auction 

sale has never been estimated higer than six cents 

an acre; and if it amounted to that and even more, | 
in an enlarged view of the bearings of the entire 

subject, that consideration preseuts no ohjection in 

my mind. There is such vast quantities of land, 

and such a vast and ample choice, that tlie specu- 


commencing May 5, 1836, sums amounting in all to 
618,640 dollars 15 cents, as paid on the “receipts 
of Mr. N. Biddle,” of “Mr. N. Biddle and J. Cow- 
perthwaite,” and “cashier’s vouchers.” As the 
committee were unable to obtain satistactory infor- 
mation upon the subject of these expenses from the 
books or officers of the bank, application was made 
by letter to Mr. N. Biddle and Mr. J. Cowperth- 
waite, from whom no reply has been received. 
The committee have now peformed the task as- 
signed thein by the stockholders. They have en- 
deavored to select from the mass of materials sub- 


lator will never be obliged to give much more than 
the government price. And as to all the lands taken 
up by pre-emption rights, they are, when compared 
to our entire domain, but as a drop in the ocean. 
Such, at least, has been our past experience. Here- 
tofore, we bave been very cautious to pass none but 
limited pre-emption bills, and we liave wisely deter- 
mined to pat down forever the practice of granting | 
what are called “floats,” which was certanly praduc- 
tive of many and great frauds. We have confined the 
extent of the pre-emption grant fo a single quarter | 
section of 160 acres of land; and it is now proposed 
to make this right of pre-emption prospective and 


mitted to their examination, only such as seemed | perpetual. The amendment of the senator from 
sufficient to illustrate the general course of the ad- | Kentucky, (Mr. CRITTENDEN), proposes to extend 
ministration of the bank, To have gone more into it in regard to every man whose property does not 
detail, would have required more lime than was al- | exceed $1,000, not merely to 160, but to 320 acres 
lotted to the committee, and to have accompanied of land. And I now venture to predict that, when the 
each partieular with fall explanations, would have | long proposed distribution bill of the senator from 
extended their report beyond all reasonable limits. | Kentucky shall lave become a law, (and I presume 
They have given the simple facts without com- | that day is not far distant), there will be incorpo- 
ment; but enough has been presented, it is believ- | rated into it a provision granting to the actual bona 
ed, to enable each stockholder to form a judgment | fide settier a pre-emption right to at least 160 acres. 
of the manner in which the interests emmitted by | Even in his own bill of 1339, unless my memory 
him to his trustees and agents, tlie directors and | should fail me, and if at does he will correct me, | 
officers, have been managed. To satisfy mere idle | there was a provision in favor of pre-emption. I 
curiosity, the committee had no inclination, and | repeat that, while l am in favor of the settled land 
would have gladly omitted many of the facts aud | system, such as it now exists, pre-emption has no 
explanations, they have given, could such a course | terrors for me. 
have heen reconciled to their sense ofduty,tothose| The honorable senator has thought proper to say 
by whom they were appointed. something of the “wild, reckless and ruinaus legis- 
JOSHUA LIPPINCOTT, lation” which prevailed under the administration of 
MOSES KEMPTON, general Jackson; and said that, during that period | 
CHARLES MASSEY, Jr. in our history, the sessions of congress have been | 
EDWARD COLES, protracted to an unusuat length. I was not a mem 
JOHN BACON, ber of the senate when what he referred to as (he 
JAMES S. NEWBOLD. longest session ever known took place; but, I ask, | 
Bank of the U. States, Philadelphia, April 3, 1841. | what was the cause of the protracted length of that | 
Attest, GEORGE SHARSWOOD, sec'y. | session? It any one would know, let him look at 


the volumes—I think there are not less than six— 
DEBATE ON THE PROSPECTIVE PRE- | yes, six large volumes of “panic” memorials—which 
EMPTION BILL. 


| tion to extend our importations. 


were then sent up and flooded both houses. And 
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 95.) let him remember the long and eloquent speeches | 
which, for the most part, accompanied their pre- | 
| sentation, intended to convince the American peo- 
ple that they were the most oppressed, iinpoverish- 


In senate, Wednesday, January 20, 1841. 
Mr. Buchanan said his opinion in regard to the 
existing land system of the country was, that it was 


based on the soundest principles of wisdom and the | ed, and ruined nation that ever existed. And all 
truest views of policy. He was as much attached, lor wha!? Why, simply with a view to have the 
to that systein, aml as much disposed to adhere to depasites restored tu the U. States bank? And are 
it with unshaken fidelity, as the senator from Ken- | we to be charged with the pretraction of sessions of 
tucky himself, (Mr. Cray.) Me was in favor of no congress when the true canse is so manifest? Gen, 
new experinents upon it, for the wisdom of half a: Jackson has now retired to the Hermitage, and may 
century had proved that no wiser or better plan could | perhaps live to have the jndginent of posterity as it 
be devised by human ingenuity. But, while these | were passed upon him. He was an able, sagacions 
were his conscientious convictions, he was, never- | and truly patriotic inan; aud | now say that those 
theless, of opinion that the senator {roin Kentucky | of us, if there be any such, who shall survive dur- 
was alarmed at spectres. Mr. B. had witnessed | ing a quarter of a century lorger, will live to see 
with adunration the gigantic efforts of that gentle-| the day when Jackson's name and lame shell he 
man against pre-emption at former sessions, and yet) cherished atike by persons of all. political parties. 


tain. When he was at the heat of the government, 
I ever abstained from his eulogy. But now, when 
praise irom me or any one else can no longer be sns- 
pected to proceed trom selfish motives, my heart 
dictates to me todo hiin the tallest justice wiuch my 
tongue can accomplish. 

And now, as to the extravagance of the present 
administration, have we not repeatedly called on 
gentlemen who so loudly urged the general charge 
to specify particulars? “Mr. Van Buren inherited 
the war with the Indians in Florida. He came into 
power incumbered with an immense debt for the 
removal of the Indians tribes west of the Missis- 
sippi, and he entered on the presidency just at the 
commencement of agreat fiscal revulsion, which, 
affecting the concerns of the whole country, dried 
up the sources of revenue. He had to encounter 
every conceivable obstacle fo a prosperous finan- 
cial administration of the government. The se- 
nator from Kentucky, (Mr. CRITTENDEN), can 
very readily give us the aggregate cf expenditure 
which has accrued, bul that is not the question. If 
the expenditure of a large sum was rendered neces- 
rary by the state of the country, who is to blaine? 
No body. If the gentleman can go to the records, 
which are all open to his inspection, and point out 
extravagant and illegitimate charges on the treasury, 
the administration must answer tor it. But, when 
he merely puts things in the gross without render- 
ing any bill of particulars to prove that the various 
expenditures were wasteful and extravagant, his 
charge falls to the ground. General, indefinite ac- 
cusalions of this kind amount to nothing. If this 
country is engaged in a just and defensive war, the 
expenses attending it would no doubt be enormous; 
but would their mere magnitude constitute in itself 
a just charge against any administration? Surely 
not. The charge of extravagance in the present case 
is advanced in the very face of documents going to 
show that the regular expenditures of the govern- 
ment over which the executive has had any control, 
have been in a course of gradual diminution from 
year to year. I sincerely hope that, in this respect, 
general Harrison may “walk in the footsteps of his 
predecessor." 1 make no war on general Harrison 
in advance. Itis not my nature. 1 will judge of 
his acts fairly, and if he shall go out of office, afler 
four years, with as little just complaint, on the 
ground of extravagance as Marlin Van Buren will 
do, 1 shall consider his administration a most Tortu- 
nate one in this particular. 

On the doctrine of pre-emption, I find myself sus- 
taining the opinions of general Harrison against his 
friends here. He gave the strongest evidence, by 
his action when in the senate, that he was then the 
friend of pre-emption. 

Mr. Benton, (speaking across.) He professed 
the same thing in his letters written last summer. 

Mr BucHANAN. I do not know any thing as fo 


| what he may have written last summer. 


Mr. Bexton. I do. 

Mr. BvcHANAN. If he adheres to his principles, 
he is in favor of pre-emption still. 

In regard tothe secretary of the treasnry, although 
politically his friend, I may say that my intercourse 
with him bas not been very lamiliar. 1 shall not 
enter on the question of the merits of his style ac p 
wiiter; but I think I can see very clearly, Irom That 
lie states, how our revenue from imports dutine the 
year may amount to $19,000,000. "The pub'ic pa- 
pers state that the business of the country is reviv- 
ing; that there have been more arrivals Lately than 
during tlie same period for several years past; and 
canit be atherwise? From the indebtedness of the. 
country for some time past, il was ovt of the ques- 
The laws el trade 
and the interests of individuals alike forbade it. We 
were obliged to pay up aur old debts before we could 
contract new ones. That time bas now passed away. 
We are not now in deht as a people, to Europe, ex- 
cept for the accruing interest on state bonds. The 
sbarkles have fallen off ftom our foreign commerce 


> 


and it now flows Ireely. The country i5; exhausted 
of foreign goods, and now importations «ill natural- 
ly increase to fill up the vacuum. Commerce {rom 


abroad will naturally pour into onr s 
revenues of the year are, in my jud 
reach $19,000,000 at least, and I li» 
degree of attention to the subject. 

to embarrass tlie administration 
by leaving on his hands an empty treasury, and I 
ain free to say that I would rather we had been dis- 
tinetly informed by the Secrelary of the treasury, 


eahord, and the 
&ment, likely to 
ve paid no sinall 
l have no wish 
of general Harrison 


lie had never begun to fear, nor did he now indulge Duriug the late tremendous presidential canvass, 
the slightest feeling of alarm in regard. to this sub- | amidst all the thousand speeches which were made, 
ject. I think, (said Mr. B.) that the time has now | who denounced him? Not one, at least in my part 
arrived when the pre-emption principle may, wilh ; of the conntry; and ] personally know at least one, 
the utmost safety, and with perfect justice, be en-| and he a man formerly opposed lo general Jackson 
gralted on our excellent systein for the management | with all his heart, who then lauded him to the very 


at the commencement of the session, that we must 
provide $3,000,000; bul will our successors com- 
plain of the issue of treasury notes to this amount? 
They bave new all the benefil of this argument 
against us, and they will have the advantage of 


ol the public domain. Does the introduction of that | echo. Were that distinguished man now in power, 
principle vary, in the least degree, any material por-] I would not speak of him the high opiuion I enter- 


the money also. We shall make provision for 
giving to gen. Harrison’s administration a peace- 
iul aud prosperous commencement; and I think the 


. 
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senator when his friends enter into power, will find 
that we have swept out the house, and left it ina 
comfortable condition for his reception. [Mr. CLAY, 
across. Yes, you have awept it clean, A langh.] 
And, so far from clearing out the treasury, have 
given our successors $5,000,900 to commence house- 
keeping upon. i : 

1 conclade by repeating that I am in favor of this 
pre-emption bill, and equally in favor of the old 
and long tried land system, and that 1 have yet 
seen no new project which will induce me to depart 
from it. 

Mr. Cray, of Kentucky, said he should be much 
obliged to the distinguished senator trom Pennsylva- 
nia if he would farnish the senate with some of 
those strong reasons which went to “illustrate the 
probability of a conjecture” that there would be 
$19,000,000 of revenue received at the treasury 
during the present year. The honorable senator, 
said Mr. C. has referred to the papers of the day as 
declaring that a considerable revival of business has 
already taken place. So there has, thank God, since 
the result ot the last election has been known. [A 
laugh.] But I greatly doubt whether the revenue 
will at once start up from 13,000,000 to 19,000,000 
dollars withia a single year. It is too great a leap, 
considering the condition in which the treasury was 
left us; and, before I can believe it, I must have some 
specification of the grounds on which to build such 
a belief. 

The honorable senator spoke of general Jackson, 
and made that an occasion tor pronouncing a eulogy 
upon his friend. Now, I said not a word concern- 
ing general Jackson personally, but directed what 
lhad to say to bis administration. The senator, 
however, has said, and the declaration is to his bonor, 
that the eulogy he prononneed was prompted by 
his heart. ‘That the late minister to the court of the 
emperor of all the Russias should feel some emo- 
tions of gratitude towards his distinguished patron 
was to be expected, and the senator would certainly 
be to blame if it were not so. 1 certainly shall be 
the last to find fault with him for giving expression 
to that gratitude. 

It seems, however, according to the honorable 
senator, that poor Mr. Van Buren came into power 
under very disadvantageous circumstances. It may 
be so; and, what is still more unfortunate, these 
disadvantageous circumstances have been aggravated 
during every year since by an excessof $5,000,000 
a year in our expenditures over the receipts at the 
treasury. But this was only the poor geutleinan's 
misfortune. The honorable senator tells us not to 
confine ourselves to general charges, but to go into 
the items of the account. That we will do when 
we get the papers. We have called on the seereta- 
ry of the treasury and on the head of the post office 
department in vain; there is in their possession a 
great elass of papers which are not to be seen, but 
such as the most profligate administration ever 
known in England could never have dared to with- 
hold from the investigation of parliament. Give us 
the papers, and we will present him with items 
enough, and will show to him and to all the world 
the immense and extravagant expenditures of the 
administration now going out of power. But the 
common sense of the people is guided by no such 
induetion of particulars. They cannot go into all 
the mioute iteras of a long account. They will look 
at the fuating of the bill; they will compare the pre- 
seul with the past, and promises with performance. 
But, il the honorable senator challenges ua to items, 
{ could pecupy days together in showing more 
than, perhaps, he would like to see. It is true 
that Mr. Van Buren was very unfortunate; he was 
a sort codieil to a previous administration, and, 
though most willing to “follow in the footsteps of 
his’ illustrious predecessor," has sometimes mistaken 
the path, andl has been unable to regain it. Why, my 
God! can the senator be serious in asking gen. Harri- 
sun to tollowing in the tootstepsof Martin Van Buren? 
{Alau.rh.] H be should one event would follow 
whieh the gentleman, perhaps, would be delighted to 
see; the tootsteps would lead him to just such another 
result as w e are now witnessing. But, for myself, 
I hope for general Harrison better things. I trust 
he will avoid those devious and downward paths in 
which his predecessors have walked. I hope he will 
blaze for hiinselt a new way in the forest. I hope 
he will put an end to those multiplied abuses whieh 
have prostrated the institutions of the country and 
brought the country itself down to its present low, 
weak, degraded aud miserable condition. F tiust 
he will better fulfil his promises and pledges as to 
a wise aud prosperous adininistration of our public 
affairs. 

The senator tells us that he isa great friend to our 
old and well-tried laud system; thal he will not dis- 
turb it; but is it no alteration of that system to susa- 
tain a bill which goes to «upersede some of its most 
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rison is a pre-emptioner, and that he is advocating 
the doctrines of general Harrison against his friends 
bere. But where, I ask, is the evidence of his friend- 
ship for our land system and his unwillingness to 
disturb it, when he opposes such a just and reasona- 
ble restriction as is now proposed, and leave the bill 
alinost boundless in its application and interminable 
in point of time? ; 

The senator over the way (Mr. Cray, of Alaba- 
ma), thought no part of my oojections worthy of the 
least notice but that in reference to the loss of the 
sixteenth section reserved in every township for 
purposes of education. He says my fears on that 
subject are groundless, and my representations de- 
ceptive, because the sixteenth section is already re- 
served by a provision in tbe bill. "Phat is matter of 
construction. It is not reserved by the words of the 
bill. Suppose a inan should settle on the sixteenth 
section, (and how are you going to prevent him?) 
When it is found that that is a good section, and 
has been settled on, you will be immediately ap- 
plied {to change the school section in that town- 
ship for another. Have we seen nothing like this ia 
time past? 

But tlie senator said that I had always warred 
against the new states, and agaiust the people of his 
state in particolar. I deny it; 1 repudiate tbe 
charge. It is his interpretation of my course; but 
I plead to his jurisdiction, aud I deny the trnth of 
his accusation. No, sir; it is the senator himself 
who is warring against the interests of his own 
state. Itis the senator who is willing to give up 
the share of that state in the rich and tertile lands 
of Missouri and Arkansas, for a parcel of wretch- 
ed, miserable pine barrens. For these he is ready 
to barter away the inheritance of his own Alabama, 
in all the rich and abundant regions northwest of the 
Ohio. No, sir, no; I have been the true friend of 
the new states, as, 1 hope, of all the states. In of- 
leriug a just and liberal distribution among them all, 
of the proceeds of the publie domain, and in consi- 
deration of the peculiar situation of the newer states, 
l have proposed to add twelve and a balf per cent. 
to their shares in this distribution. la this the part 
of an enemy? If the senator chose to say that, in 
his opinion, ] was warring against the interests of 
his state, it would have been another tbing; but 1 
deny his right here, or that of any other senator, to 
pronounce, as ex cathedra, that 1 am the enemy of 
the new states, and am warring against them. The 
fact is directly the reverse. I have been consulting 
their truest interests by urging a just, liberal, gene- 
rous system of policy, which would at once advance 
the interests and secure the ultimate prosperity of 
every state in the union. l regret that the senator 
should have taken occasion to make this remark. 
It was unnecessary; it was uncalled for. If the se- 
nator differs trom me in opinion, let bim differ like 
à man, in an open, fair, dignified and courteous man- 
ner. Because he opposes my course in reference to 
the publie lands, does it therefore follow that 1 am 
hostile to the new states? I trust not, and I hope, 
in future, that the honorable gentleman will manifest 
a little more of toleration and of courtesy iv his 
speeches here. The senator chose to use the word 
“irrevocable,” as applied by me to the provisions ot 
this bill. I never used the word. I said the hill was 
fnterininable in point of time; and in its present form 
it is interminable, until the requisite authority shall 
interpose to repeal it. 

From a view of the whole subject, I am opposed 
to the hill, as impairing the amount of revenue to 
come into the treasury during the present year, there- 
by augmenting a deficit. for whieh provision ought 
|long since to have been made, and as fraught with 
evils passiog all imagination, from the disputes and 
contests for title among that flood of settlers which 
is invited froin all the quarters of the known world 
[to rush in a inass upon our publie domain. I lave | 
made, and shall continue to make opposition, as 
heretofore, with this dulference, that whereas for- 
merly l opposed pre-emption bills, though only re 
trospective in their operation, and conlined to a par- 
ticular district, I oppose this the more as being pro 
spective, interminable and reaching to the entire 
extent of the public domain. And, most marvellous | 
of all, it is yet said that all this involves no inteife- 
rence whatever with ovr admirable, our venerable 
and long-tried land system, which has been so justly 
landed on the present occasion. 

Mr. Bucitanan said it was not his purpose to 
interfere in the dispute between the two senators of 
the same name, though ou opposite sides of the se- 
wate and of the question, He should leave them to 
fight their own battle. I gave my reasons (said Mr. 
B.) for believing that the revenue duiing the present 
year will be much greater than that of the paat, and 
is likely to reach $19,000,000. 

Mr. Craw. (tuterposing). Will the senator 
be so good as to tell us, if the matter stands as he 


jraportaut provisions?  ITe tellsus that general Har-" has just represented, how it happens tliat the se- 
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cretary of the treasury has estimated the first quar- 
ter of the present year at no more than 8,000,000 
dollars? 

Mr. BucHanan. The senator from Kenlucky 
has expressed an opinion contrary to mine. Mine is 
based on soine facts, at least. His, so far as appears, 
is founded upon none. 

Mr. Cray. None except the products of tbe last 

ear. 

: Mr. Bucuanan. Yes; but I have shown a dis- 
tinction between our cireumstances during the last 
year and the present. The senator speaks of the re- 
venue for the first quarter. Why, sir, we have enter- 
ed but 20 days into that. quarter, and what estimate 
can as yet be formed as to that? : 

Mr. Cray. The secretary has made one, 

Mr. BucHANAN. The receipts of this quarter 
will mainly depend on last fall’s importations, not on 
those of the present year. You cannot, as yet, know 
what the results will be for this year. "There have 
been great and unusual storms on tlie occasion, and 
great destruction of property; but so many arrivals 
have already taken plaee, as to justify the expecta- 
tion that the amount of duties at the eustom house 
will be largely increased. Every body can see that 
the receipts for the first quarter must, of course, 
fali short, because they depend on the importations 
of last vear, and there has not been time, as yet, to 
show whether the senator's estimate for the whole 
year or my ownis correct. I calculate that there will 
be $19,000,000 of revenue, because no reduction of 
tlie tariff will occur under the existing laws till the 
last day of next December. But vast importations, 
though they angment the revenue, furnish in them- 
selves no evidence of national prosperity. On that 
subject, our history runs one enternal eycle. One 
year we import too much, and have more goods than 
we can pay for, We become alarmed at. this, and 
the next year import too little; and hence the bistory 
of our foreign commerce is a history of expansion 
and contraction, and of perpetually recurring revul- 
sions. 

The next thing I shall referto in the remarks 
which fell from the honorable senator, was, that his 
good faste and bis good nature, did not induce him 
to forbear from some remarks upon my poor mission 
to Russia. 

[Mr. Cray, (speaking across). You filled it so 
well that you ought not to complain of me on that 
account.] ] 

That, to be sure, is a sugae-plum, whieh in some 
measure corrects the acidity of what went hefore. 
It comes in very timely, and prevents some remarka 
in which I might otherwise have indulged. 1 can, 
with great truth, say that that mission was wholly 
unsolicited by me, and that it was as unexpected as 
any event, the most improbable, could have been, 
noc was it desired by me. : 

(Mr. Cr (across), No bad thing though—not 
a thing fora man to tarn up his nose at.] 

1t was not refused, il is trne—but for the reason 
that it was pressed with so much earnestness by the 
distinguished man then at the head of the govern- 
ment; to have refused it would have been difficult 
and ungracions. I accordingly yielded and went 
abroad; and I ean say, for the benefit of any gentle- 
man (if such there be) who may be looking forward 
to a foreign mission as some great thing, that he will 
most assuredly be disappointed, unless, indeed, he 
happens to be a millionaire. I am glad that I ac- 
cepted the mission on one account, however. 1 
have no doubt general Harrison will in this respect 
atleast walk in the steps of general Jackson. It 
would be hard indeed should he be deprived of the 
services of so many distinguished members of con- 
gress, by establishing a precedent which must pre- 
vent their appointment to office. If I read the sign 
of the times aright, whatever objections there may 
have existed against gen. Jackson on this score, 
they will at least be equally well founded as against 
his illustrious successor; and if bis fienda ‘here 
shonld, any of them, happen to be looking out for 
loaves and fishes, all I ean say is that 1 wish them 
God speed. - 

The honorable senator says that the lime has not 
yet come to investigate the extravaganceof the Van 
Buren administration. Well, I hope it may come, 


| and I now venture to say that those who attaek it 


will not be able to show, in the whole course of that 
atministration, any items of censnrable cxtrava- 
gance. If any such exist, the opportunity to inves- 
tigate them is always present. Every particular of 
expenditure, down to the last cent, ts open before 
you. What acl of congress has Mr. Van Buren 
violated? In what has he departed from those eco- 
nomical principles we all protess, aud which 1 hope 
we shall all practice? [know of none. We have 
called on gentlemen to specify particulars, but the 
senator from Kentucky says that he goes only for 
aggregates He looks only at the footing of the bill. 
Can lie defend such a couise? With all his ability 
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and eloquence, can he show that this is a fair mode 
of judging? The question depends not on the gross 
amount of expenditure, but whether the expendi- 
tures have been kept within the proper limits; whe- 
ther they have been wisely directed. If aman buys 
what is very valuable he must pay proportionally, 
and no money has been spent by this administration 
which was not sanctioned by congress. 

On the subject of pre-emption, I think I am per- 
fectly safe, for, although I am menaced by the giant 
arm of the senator trom Kentucky, yet I am shield- 
ed by that of general Harrison, the distingnisbed 
‘military chieftain’? who is soon to take the bead of 
the government. We have heard that he goes the 
whole for the pre-emption principle. Would it, 
then, not be well tor the senator from Kentucky to 
reconsider his oppasition? Let him not attack the 
bill as hostile to the great principles of our land sys- 
tem, because it does not trench upon them at all.— 
It does not reduce the price of the land. It propo- 
ses to keep that upat $1 25 peracre. Its whole 
effectis to give to the industrious and honest settler 
an opportunity to buy for himself a home, provided 
he contents himself with a quarter section of land— 
a small inroad indeed on the existing land system— 
a system to which [ am quite as much devoted as 
the senator from Kentucky. 

Mr, Cray, of Alabama, said he should not pro- 
tract the debate, but would occupy as little time as 
possible, for he sought to hasten the engrossinent of 
the bill. He was, however, called up by the re- 
marks of the senator from Kentucky, (Mr. CLAY). 
He had heen unfortunate enough to excite tliat se- 
nator's ire because he had controverted the two al- 
leged facts on which the senator relied as objections 
drawn from the bill. The one was, that the bill, de- 
stroyed and utterly took away the sixteenth or school 
section in every township; iu contradiction to which, 
Mr. C. had reterred to the law of the country which 
reserved the 16th section beyond the reach of dan- 
ger. Asto the term which the senator had applied 
to the bill, Mr. C. had quoted it as -‘irrevocable;”’ it 
was probably ‘‘interminable;” but Mr. C. consider- 
ed the two words as much the same. He should 
hike to know the practical difference between them. 
If the bill was “interminable,” did not tbat deny the 
power of congress to repeal it jast as much as if it 
was “irrevocable?” Mr. C. said he was disposed to 
treat the senator from Kentucky with courtesy, but 
when a measure, in introdacing which Mr. C. had 
taken anactive part, was assailed in an unwarranta- 
ble manner, he felt bound to defend it. The sena- 
tor enmplained of Mr. C. for charging him with 
warring against the new states. He had made such 
a charge, and lie thought himself warranted by facts 
todoso. The senator, however, plead to his juris- 
diction; and yet, in the very next breath, undertook 
to defend himself against the charge. Mr. C. did 
not claim to be the senator's judge; he was not the 
judge, nor did he claim jurisdiction over him; lie 

- was the complainant, the senator was the party to 
be tried; the true judge in the case was the country, 
and to its decision Mr. C. would leave him. The 
senator might attempt to constitate himself a judge 
in this as in many other tnatters, bat Mr. C. should 
appeal to the people of the United States, and the 
memorials of their legislatures. What did they say? 
They had applied to congress to have the lands of 
inferior quality placed upon their proper basis; they 
had remonstrated against and censured the policy 
which that senator advocated. They had passed 
npon the question; they had repeated their remon- 
strances and meinorials for these fi(teen years past, 
which fully confirmed Mr. C. in the opinion he had 
expressed. Had not tlie? senator advocated princi- 
ples directly in contradiction to tlie prayer of these 


from Kentucky should be his judge on that suhject:! on the 


he was not responsible to bim. The senator had 
imputed to Mr. C. the warring against the interests 


ground. -That' was the onl way i T 
they ever should get the question. ae kou 
The motion to ‘adjourn having -been withdrawn, 


of his own state, when, in fact he was but obeying | the question was put on Mr. HuNTINGTON's amend- 


her voice. 

As to gen. Harrison, did the senator doubt that he 
was pledged, both by his votes in the senate and by 
his letters since, in favor ot pre-emption and gradua-. 
tion? Did the senator doubt this? At one time, in 
1838, the seuator had a very distinct impression on 
that subject. When injurious epithets had been 
used by the senator against the pioneers of the wild- 
erness, the friends of gen. Harrison had deemed it 
necessary that they should speak for him as to his 
views on that subject; and the editor of the Cam- 
mercial Bulletin, a paper published in Missouri, ad- 
verted to a letter of gen. Harrison, which was very 
taconic and to the point, stating that he was in (avor 
of pre-emption, and, had always been so. When 
Mr. C. read the jetter he was gratified; and he pre- 
sumed that he need not assure either the senate or 
the gentleman from Kentucky that this avowal, to- 
gether with his forraer votes in favor of graduation 
and pre-emption, went very far toward obtaining 
for gen. Harrison the amount of votes he had re- 
ceived. It had been very truly said by the honora- 
ble gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. BUCHANAN) 
that the professed triends of gen. Harrison here were 
at variance with the votes and opinions of gen. H. 
himself; and yet they complained of Mr. C, and his 
fiiends, who were engaged in an effort to establish, 
in advance, the very principle which the coming 
president avowed. Mr. C. could not see any plau- 
sible objection to the measure; it merely allowed 
honest settlers to take up a small quantity of land, 
in preference to speculatars and rich inonopolisis, 
who would otherwise get possession of the Jands 
and liold them up from sale. 

Mr. Cray, ot Kentucky, said he would add but 
two or three words io reply. Nothing was further 
(said Mr. C). from my purpose, in what I said 
when last up, than to intimate that the worthy se- 
nator from Pennsylvania, my chairman in the com- 
mittee of foreign relations, did any thing improper 
in accepting the offer of his late mission to Kussia; 
far, very far from it. I know what was his standing 


ment, to insert an additional section confining the 
operation of the bill to two years only, and decided 
iu the negative, as follows: yeas 18, nays 28. 

So the amendment was rejected, 

The question now recurring on Mr. WurrE's 
amendment, withholding [rom the action of the bill 
lands granted for canal purposes; Mr. Cr Av, of Ala- 
bama, accepted that amendinent as a modification 
of the bill. 

The questian next recurring on the amendment 
moved by Mr. Porter, for a proviso requiring the 
pre-einptioner to satisfy the register that be had re- 
sided on his land for foar months— . 

Mr. Cray, of Alabama, opposed the amendment. 
The question had been tried already in the vnte 
upon tlie amendment proposed by the senator from 
Vermont, (Mr. Prentiss), and rejected. He was 
astonished that an amendment of this character 
should corne from the senator from Michigan. 

Mr. Porter, though as usual most imperfectly 
heard by the reporter, was understood to say that 
his amendment was not the same with that of the 
Senator from Vermont, inasmuch as it applied to 
land unsurveyed. Without some provision of this 
kind, credit might have been obtained for five years. 
His objeet was to protect the settler from the ma- 
rauding speenlator. By the law ot 1836, if a hun- 
dred men went on a quarter section, built a cabin, 
grabbed a few roots, and slept there one night, each 
of them would be entitled to a pre-emption. Mr. 
P. had been opposed to such policy. He did not 
want the land taken np by men who did not intend 
to settle it. The bill would operate injariously to 
his state. It would in fact give the lard to the log 
cabin and not to its tenant, for the man who had 
built his cabin and got his pre-emption would then 
quit and leave the log cabin to hold theland. Mr. 
P. meant his amendment to apply only to Jand an- 
surveyed. 

The question being put on Mr. Porter’s amend- 
went, it was rejected: yeas 20, nays 23. 

The bill was now reported from the committee 


with his party, which no doubt induced the offer of | of the whole, and the question being on the senate’s 


such an appointment; nor do I doyht that, in accept- 
ing it, he yielded to the earnest and pressing solici- 
tations of his worthy chief, a former president of the 
United States. I said that the motive which led to 
the eulogy pronoanced by him on general Jackson 
was a sense of gratitude, and this feeling must 
doubtless have been greatly increased by the cir- 
cumstances to which he referred. Besides, a foreign 
mission, and that a mission to Russia, is not a thing 
to he sneered at. No doubt the worthy senator, in 
fulfilling his distinguished appointineut, may have 
suffered mueh in his tamily affairs, and his separa- 
tion from those to whom he may be bound in tender 
ties; and if he went, it was merely to oblige his 
friend and patron, who neg the appointment upon 
him. 

A word to the senator from Alabama. He says 
that [ have been condemned in my views of policy 
by all the nine new landed states. AR! the senator 
no doubt is very correct! What says Ohio? She 
has been anxious for the policy I advocate for these 
eight years past. The governor, in his message to 
the state legislature, sanctions and recommends it. 
What says Indiana? Her lezislature is in favor of 
my distribution policy by a majority of sixty votes; 
aud Missouri is not much behind her. And I now 
predict that, when that measure shall be presented 
to this body there will be scarce a senator trom the 
uew states but will be in favor of it, recommended 


memorials? Had he not opposed the reduction of | as it is hy all just and generous principles and con- 


the price even of the swamp lands of Mississippi? 
The people even of the old states could see into the 
justice ot this. Mr. C. would be willing to appeal 
to then; he was ready to make them his judges.— 
But the appeal came too late; julgineut had been 
already pronounced upon the senator—not by Mr. 
C. but by his constituents, as well as by all the se- 
natoisrepresenting the new states. 

The senator had talked about the effect of this bill 
in reducing tlie publie revenue, which he represent- 
ei as most ruinous: but did the honorable senator 
torget that he had himself voted to distribute the en- 
tire revenue among the states? Would that have no 
effect in impoverishing the treasury? Mr. C. deni- 
ed the senator’s position in all its bearings. But it 
was most manifest that the senator's own scheme nf 
distribution was open to the very objection he urged 
against this bill in a still greater degree. The se- 
nator seemed to have forgotten the policy he had 
himself been advocating and urging on the country 
lor the last eight or nine years. Mr. C. it seemed, 
was already judged by the senator for truly repre- 
sentiug the interests and sentiments of his constitu- 
euls: he was not. willing, however, that the senator 


siderations which address themselves to the mind ol 
a patriot and a statesman. 

Mr. Cray, of Alabama, explained. He had re- 
ferred to the opinions expressed by the new states 
during the fifteen years last past. He might have 


} 


| 


concurring iu the amendments as reported from the 
comtnittee— 

Mr. l'ALLMADGE said that one amendment agreed 
to in committee made the bill read «every white 
man, being the head of a.family," &e. Mr.T. had 
voted tor it without discussion, under the impression 
that there were some states where a free colored 
man could not hold landed property. He had since 
been informed that in every state they could hold 
it, and. might enter the land at private sale, and he 
should, therefore, change his vote. 

The amendinent referred to was excepted; and. 
the question recurring upon concurring with all the 
remaining amendments, it passed in the affirmative. 

The question being then put on striking out the, 
word “white,” it was negatived. 

Mr. CritTENDEN said that he felt extremely re- 
luctant to delay the action of the senate. 'The sub- 


| Jeet had been debated fora Jong tirne, and he saw 


gentlemen were very impatient. Qne senator had 
intimated that they never should get a bill till they 
agreed to encamp on the ground, and sit it out.— 
Under these circumstances he should not move to 
adjourn, but a sense of Quty would coiupel him to 
niter in the senate the amendment he had previous- 
ly offered in committee. 

Mr. C. thereupon moved to recomipit the bill, 
with instructions to amend it by restricting the pre- 
emption to settlers not worth over one thousand dol- 
lars, and by adding a provision for the distribution 
of the proceeds of the public lands among the states, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that, with a view to al- 
low the senator from Kentncky an opportunity to 
advocate his amendment, he would move to adjourn. 

After some conversation, the question was put, 


been mistaken as to Ohio fnr a few years. In the | and decided in the negative: yeas 22, nays 23. 


existing state of things there, placed, as she was, in 
the hands of a party openly opposed to graduation, 
the friends of the present bill could entertatn no hope. 

The question was now pat on Mr. HUNTING- 
TOx's amendment, restricting the operation of the 
bill to two years, and decided by yeas and nays as 
follows: Yeas 22, nays 22. 

The president of the senate voting in the negative, 
the amendment was rejected. $ 

A motion was then made that the senate adjourn. 

Mr. Mangum said that, if tbe triends of the bill 
insisted on going on and obtaining the question, he 
stood pledged by his previous promise to aid them 
in that effort, and if they insisted, he must vote 
against adjournment, and repeat that vote as often 
as they wished it. 

Mr. Sevier said he hoped there would be no ad- 
jounment. He was for sticking to it, for camping 


The question was then put on ordering the bill to 
be engiossed for a third reading, and decided as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Bn- 
chanan, Clay, ot Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, Hub- 
hard, King, Linn, Lampkin, Monton, Nicholas, Ni- 
cliolson, Norvell, Pierce, Porter, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith, of Connectient, Smith, of Indiana, Sturgeon, 
Talhnadge, Tappan, Walker, Wall, White, Williams 
Wright, Young—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, ol Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dixon, Graham, Huntington, 
Kerr, Knight, Mangum, Merrick, Phelps, Prentiss, 
Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Southard—t7. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed; and then 
on motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the senate ad- 
journed. 


a 


[DEBATE TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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CHRONICLE. . 
POSTSCRIPT. The mail from the west brings us 
the afflicting tidings, that the mansion house at North 
Bend, the residenee of the lamented ex-president, W m. 
Henry Haartsox, was burnt to the ground on the 
evening of Sunday the 11th instant. 


Banks. Gov. Portera message vetoing the Pennsyl- 
vania bank bil, is in type, and will be inserted in our 
next. 

Nicholas Biddle, esq. late president of the baek of 
the United States of Pennsylvania, has published two 
letters, and a third is announced, in reply to the report 
which is inserted in page 205. The hrst in reference 
to the cotton speculation. It will be Registered. 

The Nashville Whig states that Thomas L. Budd, 
book keeper in the Union bank of that city. waa thrown 
into jail nn the 27th ult. on the charge of feloniously 
embezzling the funds of the bank, by false entries, and 
of purloining from the vault, one or more packages o 
the circulating notes of the institution, amounting to 
abaut eighteen thousand dollars; to the first of which 
charges, he confessed on judicial examination. 

The bank of Meneral Point, Wiskonsan territory, has 
exploded, and the managers have heen as nsnal, guilt 
of gross fraud. They were connected with the Gal- 
lapolis bank's fraudulent operations. 


Canars. The Pennsylvania and Union canals are 
now in operation. The Tide Water eanal sustained 
some injury daring the late unusual freshet, but will be 
ready for business it is stated by the 22d instant. At 
a ineeting of the eanal commissioners held at Albany 
oa the 12th instant, it was ; 

*: Rasolved, That the canals of this state be opened 
for navigation on the 24th instant." 


Henry Cray reached home on the 31st ult. having 
recovered from the indisposition which detained him 
some days in Baltimore, but he is still feeble trom its 
effects. 


Corrox. The market remains firm at former quota- 
tions. "There have been some eonsiderable purchases 
within the week in New York. y À 

Ezports of American cotton to Austria. Official cus- 
tom house returns show that the average amount of 
cotton exported from different ports in the United 
States ta Trieste, from the year 1830 to the year 1839, 
was 4,046,368 lbs. 

For the year 1840 the exports were— 


From New York, 3,461,056 lbs. 
* Philadelphia, 25,155 y 
“u  Nafulk, 171,050 x 
* — Charleston, 457,794 : 
“ New Orleans, 7,192,934 ' 


Total amonnt for the year 1840, — 11,550,959 lbs, 


Currency. The Natehez Free Trader of a late 
date says—"On Saturday we saw a ten dollar gold 
pieee sold for $100 in Mississippi rail road notes; and 
on Monday a common Marseilles vest brought 5100 
in notes of the Mississippi Shipping company.” This 
js going back to continental quotations. 


+ 
Camo. City building. Thejunction of the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers would be a great place for a eity, if 
there was only a sate site to build upon. As it is, the 
point is subjeet to inundation at every flood of the 
mighty streams that here mingle their waters. _ Great 
efforts are now making hy a company of capitalists, 
residing principally in Eogland, to build up a city un- 
der the name of Cuiro, at this point. They have pur- 
chased a traet of land, and expended a large sum in 
grading and embanking to keep outthe waters. Quite 
a businesa settlement has already been located, and un- 
less the whole town some day slips into and is lost in 
the rushing flood, mouey and enterprise will in time 

make Cairo, an important and flourishing city. 

[Cleveland Herald. 


DacvERREOTYUE DISCOVERY. By a peculiar pena 
tion of the plate, discovered hy Mr. Geo. Prosche of this 
city, daguerrotype lilkeneascs are taken at the studio of 
professor Morse, with the most perfect correctness, in 
a second of time—as quick, indeed, as the aparture of 
the lens can be opencd and shut again. 

[New York Jour. 


Dearus. With deep feelings of regret we have to 

record the death of one of onr best friends, Frederiek 
Wilkinson, Inte of the U.S. army, and deputy survey- 
or general of the state of Louisiana. A Tew weeks 
since le was inthe prime of health; and with firm 
si sp he paced the iu of lity looking to the future 
wi à hopes now lic has Tone from umong us, as the 
shag ^Y of a passing eloud. Poor Wilkinson! a better 
or u b. ever heart never beat within the breast of man. 
A few ears since, he Jost unathetionate and newly- 
found wo 3 but he drank of the bitter cup, with the 
composure of a philasopher. A chequered life was his; 
but ‘twas destined to be cut short in the prime of man- 
hood. He lea."¢8 a large virele af friends to regret his 
loss, and an ath “Honate father and mother in Pough- 
keepsic, N. Y. tg Memocan his death [N. O. Adv. 

The Cincinnati p'Ders announce tho death, on the 
Jet inatant, of Benjurt’n Drake, esq. of thateity, formerly 
editor of tha Cincinnautt Chronicle, and author of the 
“Life of Black Hawk,” and other publications, — 

We regret ta announce the decease of Dr. Samuel 
Calhoun, professor of materia medica in the Pennsyl. 
vania college. lle expired on W ednesday morning, 
after a suit illness. (Pai. U. S. Guz. 


Mr. Chitty. 'This distinguished lawyer, whose worka 
on pleadings, billa of exchange and practice, have been 
sa extensively used in our country, died on the 17th of 
February, 1841, in Southampton street, Fitzroy square, 
London, in the 66th year of his age. 


Docror or pivinity. Ata meeting of the faculty of 
theology of St. Mary's college, Baltimore, held on the 
19th ult. the degree of doctor of divinity, was conferred 
on the right rev. Benediet Fenwick, bishop of Boston; 
on the rightrev. Joho Hughes, coadjutor bishop of New 
York; and, on the rightrev. Richard Vincent Whelaa, 
bisbop of Richmond. On the same occasion, the same 
degree was conferred on the rev. Gilbert Raymond, 
president of St. Mary's college, Baltimore; and on the 
rev. Felix Varella, of New York. [ Balt. Amer. 


EARTHQUAKE IN Iraty. The city of Reggio, in 
Calabria, was nearly destroyed by an earthouake on 
the 22d February. The shocks were fifteen in num- 
her; the street of the Marine was converted ioto one 
heap of ruins; most of the honses were thrown down, 
and the rest were so damaged as to be altogether un- 
iuhabitable. The palace of the governor, the tribunal, 
the prison, the barrack of St. Augustine, the cathe- 
dral, five other churehes, and various other public 
buildings, were entirely destroyed. The inhabitants 
had sought refuge partly at Messina and partly at 
Naples. 


EMIGRATION TO America. Letters from Europe an- 
nounee animmense emigration of persons from Eu- 
rope the ensuing spring and summer. Great prepara- 
üons are makiog in Germsny—Holland; whole eom- 
munities are holding meetiogs preparatory to setting 
out, under the direction of intelligent persons, selecte 
to direct the efforts of these emigrants after they ar- 
rive here. Considerable purchases have been made 
in Delaware and Ulster counties, in this state, for ac- 
count of French asriculturists. Many settlements of 
Scotch farmers have been made in Delaware county 
with great suecess. The emigrants begin tofind they 
can do better on farms in this state, than in the far 
west, both as to profit aed health, hesides affording 
them an opportunity of seeing their relatives and friends 
twice a year, without the labor, risk and expense of 
travelling two thousand miles. Thisis one of the early 
results of the policy of making the Erie rail road. 

[N. Y. Star. 


MR. Esry, THE mETEoROLIGIST. The Paris corres- 
poodent of the Boston Courier, in a letter received by 
the Acadia, says: 

“Mr. Espy has been here for some time, trying to get 
an opinion from the academy, respecting his theory of 
storms, &c. and at last has succeeded. The commit- 
tee has made a very favorable report, which was to 
have been read in public session yesterday. He deli- 
vered last week a course of lectures upon the subject, 
to a select circle of Americans and French savans, and 
has gone to Havre, to embark in the packet of the 6th 
for New York. Mr. Espy has lectured in England aod 
Scotland, and 1 believe he is the first American that 


ever has given a lecture on any science in Great Bri- 
tain.” 


Fires. Fiftcen buildings were destroyed by fire at 
St. Louis, on the night of March 29:h.' They were 
situated on the north side of Market street, between 
Main and Second, adf helonged ta Messrs, George 
Morton and Joseph C. Lavielle. They werecstimated 
at from 14,000 to 15,000 dollars. 

The house oceupied by the hranch of the State bank 
of Illinois, at Galena, was destroyed by fire on the 23th 
ult. "The fire originated in the room oceupied hy the 
cashier, Mr. Turner. [t was not known whether the 
vault was injured, but sone damage to it was feared. 


TJopGe’s STEAM FIRE ENGINE. On Saturday last, sc- 
| veral experiments were made with this engine in front 
of the City Hall and in presence of the members of the 
commen council; the result of which seems to show 
that a new era in the extinguishing of fires may com- 
mence, whenever our corporation see fit to ordain it. 

The two principal trials of the engine were as fol- 
lows: A stream of one inch ond a holf diameter was 
thrown at an angle of 45 degrees to a point of 120 feet 
perpendicular elevation. This stream would have gone 
far above any elevation where fire is likely to oceur, 
and the body of water thrown was equal ta what four 
of aur ordinary engines could discharge: a prodigious 
result, certainly; and oec that bids fair to exclude the 
present engine from use altogether. 

At the second trial a stream of twa inches was thrown 
to a perpendicular height of seventy feet, the cngine 
being at the time worked to only two-thirds ol its 
power! Now, as seventy feet is still above the eleva- 
tion of an ordinary fire, and as tlie engiue to throw 
the water seventy fect was not taxed to its full force, 
it may be assumed that the maehino is capable of 
tlrawing a stream of three or four inches to the height 
al forty fect; and itis evident that such a stream wauld 
reach and almost instantaneously extinguiah any fire 
that could possibly occur in our city. 

We do not know the expense of one of these engines 
hut it ia very safe to estimate that the cost of the forty 
or fif'y engines now owned by the corporation, must 
be equal to anme four or five of tlie steam machines; 
and it ia Suns safe to assert that fuur or five of the 
latter would do the work of a hundred of the former, 
and mach more; becausa tho steam engine can do 
with ease what the eummon engine esnnui do atall— 
viz: extinguish a fire at nn elevatian of 80, 100 and 
even 120 fect Irom the ground. Besides, when thece 


steam engines are once construeted, there is little com- 
parative expense in working them; and there would 
then, be no necessity for legislative action about the or- 
ganization and recompense of fire eompanies. , 

[New York Signal. 


Oupestr man iN New ENcLaAND. Deacnn John 
Whiman was born in Bridgewater, Mareh 25, 1738, 
and entered npon his one hundred and seventh year 
last Friday. His bodily health is good, and heis able 
to walk out without a cane. His mental faculties have 
failed him, and he has lost his eye-sight. He has been 
a temperate man all bis life; not having tasted ardent 
spirits for the last fifty years. 


‘THE PREEWENT’s MANSION. President Tyler left his 
ledging's at Brown's Hotel, on the 15th inst. for the 
mansion. Governor Chambers and col. Todd have 
left the city for the west, as well as most of the eon- 
nexions of the lamented chief, who so lately took pos- 
session. 


THE QUEEN OF ENGLAND. The privy purse of tbe 
queen of England amounts to 7.60,000, per annum, or 
1.164 7s. 10d. a day. She has besides Buckingham pa- 
laee, St. James's palace, Windsor castle and Brighton 

avilion. Including the expenses of the royal house- 

old, royal bounties and eharities, pensions, unsppro- 
priated money, &e. the queen'a ineome annually is 
4t5,0002 or 1,1371.a day. Queen Adelaide receives 
100,0007. a year, or 2741.'a day. 


Steamers. The N. York Herald says: “Five stea- 
mers sre now ploughing the Atlantic. Three are run- 
ning hitherward—the Great Western, Columbia and 
President. The first sailed on the 3d, and the Colum- 
bia on the 4th iast. The Jatter sailed last Saturday.— 
All will arrive this month. If the weather be any way 
pleasant, the Great Western willreach New York next 
Saturday or Sunday. 


Srocxs. U. S. bank of Ps. shares have gone up in 
New York. On the 12th sales were made to a conai- 
derable amount at 18 a 182, and some as high as 19.— 
How are we to accouat for this? On the 14th sales were 
made at 172 218. ‘Transactions in other stocks are 
19,500 shares N. York 5's of 1858 at 83; 3.000 Iodiana 
bonds 523; Vicksburg 52 a 6; Ilinois bank 38; Canton 
co. 231; $5,000 canal 5's of 1538, 83; $2,400 Ohio 6's of 
1860, 90; $2,000 Illinois 6’s of 1870, 49; $10,000 Indiana 
bonds 525; 275 shares North American Trust company 
10$ a 1035 450 shares Delaware and Hudson 90} a 901; 
175 shares Stonnington 28 a 282; 25 shares United 
States 17 a 18. 


Taxation tv ENGLAND. We can inform Brother 
Jonathaa what are the inevitable consequences of be- 
ing too fond of glory: Taxes upon every article which 
enters the mouth or covers tlie back, or is placed under 
the foot—taxes npon every thing which is pleassnt to 
see, hear, feel, smell or taste—tsxes upon warinth, light, 
loeomotion—taxes on every thing on earth, and in the 
waters under the earth—on every thing that eomes 
from abroad, or is grown at home—taxeson the raw 
material, and on every fresh value that is added to it 
by the industry of man—taxes on the sauce whieh 
pampers man's appetite, and on the drug which re- 
stores him to health—on the ermine which decorates 
the judge, and the rope which hangs the criminal—on 
the poor man's salt and the rich man's spice; on the 
brass nails of the coffin, and the ribbons of the bride; 
at bed or beard, couchant or levant, we must pay. 
The school boy whips his taxed top—the beardless 
youth manages his taxed horse with a taxed hridle, on 
a taxed road—and the dying Englishman, pouring out 
his mecieine, which has paid 7 per cent. flings himself 
back upou his chintz bed, which has paid 22 per cent. 
and expires in the arms of a taxed apothecary, who haa 
paid a licence of £100 sterling, for the privilege of prac- 
üsing his calling? His whole property is then tuxed from 
two to ten percent. and besides the probate, large fees 
are demanded for barying him in the chancel, his vir- 
tues are handed down to posterity on taxed marble, 
and he is at length gathered to bis fathers—to be taxcd 
no more! [English paper. 


Toracce monoroLY mx France. A late Paris paper 
states, on the authority of dn official report dist ied 
among the deputies by the minister of finance, that tlie 
profits of the tobacco monopoly to the state for 1839 
were 66,001,841 francs, ($12,375,345 19), being 
4,319,416 francs more than in 1833. The profits on 
the gun powder manopoly for the same period were 
2,902,710 Jranes, being 34,798 lvanes less than in 153%, 


'l'oenacco TRADE The Baltimare American states 
that a parcel of tobacco was recently shipped from 
Maysville, Kentucky, to Pittsburg at n cost of 20 cents 
per 100 lbs. and was thence brought to Bahimore hy 
oue of the transportation lines at 85 cents per 100, the 
whole freight costing, when delivered at the depot in 
Baltimore, at $1 05 per 100 Ibs. The only charge afier 
its arrival is tha draysge to the warehouse and the 
colomission of the consignee, generally two and a 
half percent. The owner is moreover allowed by tho 
purchaser one dollar for eneh cask, and is subject to 
no charge for inspection, and has the privilege of stor- 
ing it for twelve months in the state warehouses with- 
out cost for etoroge. 

Another lot of tohacco waa recently received in Bal- 
timore from Clarkeville, on the Missouri river, the 
transportation of which cost only $1 10 per 100 lbs. 
The distance frem Clarksville to Baltimore is about 
1,700 miles. 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

The steam ship Coluinbia, captaiu Judkins, ar- 
rived at Boston, on the 19th instant. She lett Li- 
verpool on the 4th. 

No news of great importance. The press of Eng- 
land appears to have been discussing the McLeod 
question with a great deal of ardor. 

The arrival of the packet ship Patrick Henry, 
with general Harrison's address, and of the Britan- 
nia, with despatches for the British government, 
tended to allay a most feverish exciteiaent which 
had prevailed in all classes, and our last advices 
show a much better feeling towards this country, 
and a rapid advance in the money market. 

The Great Western was not to sail till the Sth.— 
She was at first ordered to call at Halifax, from fear 
of difficullies asising between this conntry and 
England. The iutention of calling at Halifax was re- 
linquished in consequence ot the peaceable advices 
recently received toia the United States. 

The greatest anxiety prevailed in England at the 
time of the departure of the Columbia at the non- 
arrival of the steam ship president; fearful anticipa- 
tions were entertained that she had met with soine 
serious acvident. 

The Britannia arrived at Liverpool on Wednesday 
the 13th nlt. in 15 days irom this port. 

The packet ship Patrick Henry, capt. Delano, ar- 
rived at Liverpool on Wednesday, alter a remarka- 
bly rapid passage of 15 days and 10 honts, She leit 
that city on the Sth inst.at2v’clock, P. M. and took 
pilot off Liverpool on the morning of the 24th, at 5 
A.M. [ London Times. 
The Times of the 2d instant, says, “government 
received despatches froin Mr. lox by the same 
steamer which brought out letters and papers, and 
these despatches leave no doubt of an amicable and 
inmediate settlement between the United States 
and Great Britain as far as regards the qneslion of 
McLeod. Mr. Fox had received a communi- 
cation to thal effect from the American govern- 
mentcouched in the most conciliatory language.— 
We think the public mind may be at rest on this 
point. 

The Morning Chronicle of the same date says, 
‘the news from the United States, by the Britannia 
steamer, may be looked upon in a two-fold charac- 
ter—political and commercial. In regard to the 
first, the contents are considered very favorable, 
and the best evidence of that is, that the funds have 
risen in consequence 4 per cent. The only points 
cunsidered to be at issue now are, the tiine and man- 
ner of McLeod’s liberation, for all fears tor his sale- 
ty, or indeed conviction, are at an end. 

“The commercial intellizence fram America is 
not so gratifying as the political. The taoney mar- 
ket was very much depressed; capitalists represent- 
ed as desirous to limit theirliabilities, and the mas- 
ses as evincing an inclination to hoard. It must be 
kept in view, however, that when the Britannia sail- 
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THE BAST—THE PRESENT—FOR THE FUTURE. 


ed the Americans were not aware that the bills] TRIBUTE 


drawn up on the three London houses by the Bank 
of the United States had been accepted—we may 


reasonably look for some revival of confidence and | from the v 


appearance of better things when this shall have be- 
coine known.” 


AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 


TO THE MEMORY OF THE LATE PRESI- 
DENT, WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON. 
Amongst the papers which now daily reach us 
arious sections of this union, we yet open 
many that contain president Harrison's inaugural 
address, and accounts of the entbusiasin with which 


An extraordinary excitement appears to have pre- | be was hailed on his arrival at the capitol to assume 


vailed previous to the arrival of the Britannia, but | one of the most elevated 
it will be seen by these extracts from the leading | of human authority; 
ceased imine-|open is surrounded wil 


London papers, that this panic had 
diately alter her news became known. 

A large meeti 
Glasgow soon, W 
ral question of the duties oo every description o 
goods and prod 


hich will embrace the broad gene- 


uce imported iato the United King- | sions. 


positions io all the circle 
and the next paper which we 
h all the habilaments of 
mourning, and its pages filled with melancholy tes- 


ng is announced to take place in| timonials of a bereaved people, mourning their de- 


parted chief. We have received a number of urgent 


f| requests already, to register those public expres- 


It must be obvious to all, that our limits 


doin, including, of course, the duties levied upon | can afford but a mere specimen of what has been uf- 


corn and provisions. 
1t is now stated that sir William Parker will suc- 
ceed adiniral Elliot in China. 
FRANCE. 


Anarehical movement. The French government | and how deeply 


received the follow telegraphic despateh trom 
Marseilles, Marche 
**Prefecl of th 


the interior. 


tered [rom almost every community and association 
in the union—sufficieut will be given from which, 
in the far luture, a correct idea may be formed of 
low this people respect the man of their choice, 
they lameut his loss. 

The few members of gen. Harrison’s family that 
were remaining in Washington, departed from the 


oushes du Rhone to the ministers of | city yesterday. The sympathies of a nation will 


[ollow thein, and as soon as that nation can express 


«Some anarchists of the lowest class attempted a | its disposition through the constitutional channels, 


j| movement laat night; we were on our guard. From 


we trust the family of gen. Harrison will receive a 


12 to 15 individuals, most of them bearers of arins | testimony more substantial than words, 


and cartridges, have beeu arrested. Justice is mak- 
ing inquiries. Every thing is perfectly tranquil. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
Land offices. 

Garret Elkin, register ot the land office at Sprig- 
field, Illinois, vice Marvellous Easthain. 

John Beard, receiver of public moneys at Craw- 
fordsville, indiana, vice Ambrose Whitlock, (ap- 
pointed ia the place of Marks Crome), who de- 
clines the appointment. 

Surveyors general. 

William Pelhani, for the state of Arkansas. 

Benjamin A. Ludlowe, tor the district sonth of 
Tennessee. 

Allorneys of the United Stotes. 

George C. Bates, loi Michigan. 

Balie Peyton, tor eastern district of Louisiana. 

Josbua A. Spencer, for northern district of Ne 
York. 

Marshal, 

Silas M. Stilwell, to be marshal of the Uniled 

States lor the southern district of New York. 
Collector. 

Willis H. Arnold, collector of the customs for the 

district of Pearl river, Mi. vice Isaac W. Jewett. 


Coxsurs. The president has recognized the lol- 
lowing consuls and vice consuls to the U. States, 
viz: 

Moses Patten consul of Texas for the port of 
Bangor, in the state ol Maine. . 

James Winthrop Andrews consul of Greece lor 
the port of Boston aud its dependencies, 1n the 
state of Massachusetts. 

John Lucius Hedley, vice consul of Portngal at 
Charleston, in and for the state of South Carola. 

Lawrence A. Edmondston vice consul of Sar- 
dinia, for the stale of South Carolina, to reside at 
Chaileston, 


Trrte! May not the good people of this repub- 
lic be spared trom an idle controversy In regard to 
the appellation by which the person now at the head 
of its executive department shall be designated?— 
The Richmond Enguirer took occasion couspicu- 
ously to style Mr. Tyler as the «acting president." 
The Nationat Iatetligencer insists that the vice pre- 
sident in case of the death ot the president, suc- 
ceeds, under the provisions of the constitution to 
the appellation ol, as weil as to the powers and 
duties of, “president of the United Slules." The 
New York Post takes part with the [ 
reluses to allow that Mr. Tyler is “the president.” 
The editor of the Enquirer reiterates, that he is 
willing to allow Mr. Tyler “all the powers and du- 
lies of the office—full powers, and all its dnties.— 
Me may ride upon the top of his commission—but 
alter all, he does not succeed to the title of “presi- 


dent of the United States,” and promised his read-|sympathies and prayers 
ers more upon the subject as soon as they have | membra 


leizure! 


A letter from Cincinnati says: Mrs. Harrison 
had reached that city on her way to Washington 
the morning on which the intelligence of tlie presi- 
dent’s death reached there. Her bereavement has 
been sad indeed—but she bears it, I am informed, 
better than, in her inliria state of health, could have 
been hoped. Most of her family are near her, to 
support and comlort her, and if the sympathy of a 
whole nation can avail, we^w^y hope that her loss 
will not be altogether irreparable: 

Gen. Harrisun and his wife. A touching remi- 
niscence connected with a visit made by the voca- 
list, Mr. Russell, to North Bend last summer, is 
given in the New York Express. 

The sweet singer, like every other friend, found 
a warm welcome at the hospitable mausion of ge- 
neral Harrison. Among the songs sung was a 
plaintive domestic one, happy in its tho’ls and 
touching in its language, entitled “My Old Wife.” 


w|The language was strikingly adapted to the hap- 


py life and loves of general Harrison and his “old 
wife," both of whom found in the society of each 
other the most perfect happiness which it is possi- 
ble to enjoy. The music was overpowering at 
the time, recalling as it did the events of years of 
uninterrupted dumestic bliss. Mrs. Harrison wept 
hike a child, and as tears are contagious when the 
fountains of sympathy are not dried up, the hus- 
band of the “old wife” could not refrain from weep- 
ing also. The remark of Mrs. Hariison in excuse 
(or what she deemed a woman's weakness, was the 
dread of change, which of necessity must come—a 
change of residence from North Bend to Wash- 
ington, and in a change of condition from the hum- 
ble citizen superintending his farm, to the president 
of 2 nation, with the cares and responsibilities of 
government upon his shoulders. “t wish," said 
Mis. H. “that my husband’s friends had left him 
where he is, happy aud contented in retirement.” 
General Harrison’s heart, in the hour of social 
quiet, surrounded by the remnant of his family, re- 
sponded to the sentiment, and doubtless felt the 
vanity of all things earthly. Alas, how fully have 
been the dark torebodings of the wife realized! 
She who a week since was “the good old wife,” 
is now the lone widow, and before the eyes of the 
reader are fixed upoa the paragraph we write, re- 
lating the simple story of a pious and good woman, 
hers are filled with tears at the loss of one dearer to 
her than life. How often will the recollection of 
the wish we have named return to ber, and how 
roany and painsul will be the regrets that hushand 
and wile, who had lived so long and so happ.ly to- 


Enquirer, and | gether, were separated in the hour of death. 


“There is a tear for all who die, 

A mourner o'er the bumblest graves 
But nations swell the funeral cry, 

And triumph weeps above the brave.” 

A nation now swells the funeral cry forthe dead. 
We hope the general mourning of the nation, the 
of the people, will be re- 
nees for the consolation of “the good old 
wife” of the deceased patiiot who has left us, 


114 


The last scene. One of the most affecting inci- 


dents of the interment of our late venerated chief 


magistrate occurred at the moment those who had 
deposited his remains in the vault ascended from it. 
His devoted friends, gov. Chambers and col. T'odd, 
stepped from the family circle of mourners—de- 
scended iuto the vault—stood by liis coffin. Thus, 
as it were, literally descending into the grave with 
the man by whose side they had stood in the field 
of battle, in the hour of deadly confliet—to whose 
support and aid, in the day of his adversity, they 
had rallied in the feelings of their affectiob, with 
unflinching firmness and untiring zeal. 

None had rejoiced more sincerely in his triumph, 
or participated more largely in his confidence. 
They watched over him with more than brotherly 
affection in health—stood by his bedside and adini- 
nistered to his wants in his last moments—closed 
his eyes in death—mourned over his lifeless body, 
and descended with it to place of final rest. The 
manly tears which stood upon their laces as they 
ascended from the vault. bespoke their conscious- 
ness that their intercourse with the friend they 
loved had closed forever! 

This affecting example of gov. Chambers and 
col. Todd was immediately followed by the rela- 
tives of the deceased, by president Tyler, and each 
of his cabinet, and by ex-president Adams, and 
some others who were present. Need I picture 
the moral sublimity of the scene? 

AN EYE WITNESS. 

The public feeling. As a steamboat was about 
leaving Wheeling, crowded with passengers, a 
heartless man observed that he regarded the presi- 
dent's death as a public blessiug. The remark 
startled those who heard it, and, for a time, deep 
silence was the only answer which was made. At 
length a man, venerable in appearance and years, 
in a voice stifled with grief, said, such wanton 
levity was not consistent with a true American, 
aod that he would pot travel with any one who 
could so speak. All the passengers concurred in 
this opinion,and the heartless wretch was ordered 
on shore as being unfit to associate with men 

[ Cincinnati Republican. 

Gen. Harrison's last leller. On Saturday the 10th 
inst. a hardy, weather beaten, bnt very respectable 
looking seaman presented himself to the collector, at 
the custom house, aud inquiring for Mr. Curtis, 
said, “general Harrison tald me to give this letter 
into your own hand. He told me to give his kind 
respects to Mr. Curlis, and said Mr. Curtis was his 
friend, and would be my Iriend." Mr. Curtis open- 
ed the letter, and found it to be, from ils date, one 
of the last, il not the very fast letter, written by gen. 
Harrison. It hears date of the day when his illness 
commenced, The reader will see, from a perusal 
of it, tbat amidst all the cares and troubles uf his 
high position, he was trneto the humblest of his old 
friends. Tucker says the general made him come 
to the dinner table with the great folks, and when 
he hesitated and intimated that lie had better go be- 
low for his dinner, the general said, “Tucker yon 
and I have been shipinates, and a long time to- 
gether, You are an honestinan; come and cat your 
«inner with me, and come here again to-morrow 
morning and get your breakfast witli me." 

Tucker says the general invited him tastay in 
Washington, and told lim he would take care ol 
him, but his wife and children being in New York, 
Tucker preferred to return. He says gen, H. fol- 
lowed him into the grounds on the east side of the 
white house, and then walked with him arm-in-arm, 
that the general had no hat ou, and when Tucker 
adverted to his liability to take cold, he waived the 
remark by saying he was already unwell. Uaving 


received the letter trom tlie general, Tucker says he | 


followed bim to the door, and shook him by the 
liaud, saying, “go to my friend Mr, Curtis, and after 
you have been to him, don’t forget to wiite to me 
that you and your wife and children are happy 
again.” 

Tucker says he lad no money to come home by 
laud, but he did not let the general know that, for 
he knew he would give itto himin a minute, aud 
he did not wish to take money froin the gaod old inan 
who had heen so kind to hiin, And so Tucker went 
on board the schooner L. L. Sturgis, at Alexandria, 
and worked his passage home to New York. When 
he came to the custom bouse be had not been ashore 
thirty minutes, and having first heard the sad news 
of the death of his kind benetactor as he passed np 


the old slip dock, the abundant teais that fell down! 


his hardy cheek testified that his is no ungrateful 
heart. 
We are glad to hear that Mr. Curtis immediately 
appointed Mr. Tucker an inspector of the customs, 
LN. Y. Com. dver, 
Washington, 26th March, 1S tt. 
«Dear sin:—The bearer hereof, Mr. Thomas 
Tucker, a veteran seaman, came with me trom Car- 
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thagena, as the mate of the brig Montidia, in the 
year 1529, In an association of several weeks lim- 
bibed a high opinion of his character—so much so 
that (expressing a desire to leave the sea) L invited 
| him to come to North Bend and spend the remain- 
der of his days with me. Subsequent misfortunes 
prevented bis daing so, as he was desirous ta bring 
some Inoney with him to commence larming opera- 
tions. His bad fortune still continues, having been 
several times shipwrecked within a few years. He 
says that himself and family are now in such a sita- 
ation that the humblest employment would be ac- 
ceptable to him, and I wate this to recommend him 
to your favorable notice. I am persuaded that no 
one possess, in a higher degree, the virtues of fideli- 
ty, honesty and indefatigable indnstry, and, I might 
add, of indomitable bravery, if that was a quality 
necessary for the kind of employment he seeks.— 
Yours very truly, W. H. HARRISON, 

“Edward Curtis, esq. collector, &c. New York.” 

An incident in the New York procession. The N. 
York Sun says: “Very creditable to the respected 
consuls of England and France, was the method 
adopted by them to attest their sympathy with the 
citizens of this republic in their late national be- 
reavemert. These two gentlemen, we are glad to 
nntice, appeared in the ranks of the great funeral 
procession, each bearing the furled flag of his re- 
spective country, shrouded in crape. It was a hap- 
py incident, aud one well calculated to pramote 
that good leeling between the citizens of this re- 
public and the governa resented by these 
gentlemen which now exists, anh we hope always 
will exist, and never cease to won with its 
age.’ 

" Gen. Harrison and judge Burnet. At the meeting 
of the committee in Cincinuati to.ggtee updingnita- 
ble measure to express the public teeliuzs oh the 
melancholy occasion of gen, HarRtson’s death, a 
motion was made and unanimously adopted, that 
judge Borner be requested to deliver the eulogy 
upon the late president. The judge was present 
being chairman of the committee, He declined the 
request, and “never,” says the Cincinnati Republi- 
cau, “did we witness deeper feeling or listen to truer 
eloquence than in the remarks he made.” “I can- 
uot accept," said he, “I could not speak. J knew 
Harrison lorty-six years ago; he was a brother to 
me then; we have been brothers ever since; our hearts 
were knit together, and I would choke were I to 
attempt to speak of him. He is the Jast of the little 
band who started this city. 1 am alone now, all 
alone, and I cannot talk of my friend. I cannot,” 
And the manly tears fell down his cheeks, and the 
sobs which were heard coming alike from the aged 
and the young of both parties told the deep sympa- 
thy which all felt. "Phe scene was touching. It 
overcame all who witnessed it, 

Maine. .4 great and honorable tribute. The 
members ol the legislature of Maine went to the 
fountain head of all goodness to find consolation for 
the loss of the beloved chief magistrate af the na- 
tion, The governor sent a suitable message to the 
legislature announcing the melancholy event, and 
resolutions were adopted, commemorating the name 
and services of the illustrious dead. In joint meet- 
ing, also, the following order was adopted, credita- 
ble alike to the state and the legislature: 
| Ordered, ‘That in view ol the death of Winuraat 
| Henry HARRISON, president of these U. States 
|the two branches or the legislature immediately 
| alter their adjournment, will repair to one of the 
meeting houses of tius town, and. attend prayers, 
that this dispensation af Divine Providence “may 
have its proper influence upon the people of this 
state and of the nation, 

New Yonx. Funeral honors. The citizens of 
Albany, partaking of the general sorrow (or the 
nation’s bereavement, solemnized the event on | 
| Friday by a funeral procession, Thonzh the day | 
was rendered nnpropitious by falling rain, it did | 
| not interrupt the formation of the procession or! 
materially diminish the nuinber of those who par- 
ticipated in the mournful ceremonies, T'he day 
was ushered in by the firing of a federal salute, and 
the tolling of the bells of all the churches; the of- 
fices and places of public resort and most of the 
stores were dressed iu decp mourning; the national 
flag, shrouded in erape, hung Irom the principal 
hotels, and was displayed at half mzst fom the 
capitol, the publie buildings and the various ship 
| pingin the harbor. The governor and his suite, 
the senate and house ol assembly of the state, the 
unnicipal councils of Albany and city and county 
officers, all the toilitary companies, and civil and 
mechanical associations of all descriptions, turned 
out in great numbers on the occasion, swelling the 
procession to upwards of a mile in length, which 
moved through the principal streets of the city, 
with slow and solemn music, arrayed in the iusig- 
nia of decp and hearttelt sorrow, to the church 


which had been selected for the performance of the 
religious exercises. After the conclusion ol these 
ceremonies, a eulogium on the life, character aud 
virtues of the deceased president was pronounced 
by the rev. Dr. Sprague, which is described as a 
inasterly effort, replete with interest, eloquence and 
pathos, and well calculated, on an occasion so 
fraught with all that could touch the feelings or 
awaken the sensibilities of the soul, to enchain an 
audience in deep and breathless attention, and ad- 
monish all present of the vanity of earthly great- 
ness and the folly of human hopes. 

The torch light procession. This novel and most 
imposing part of the obsequies in honor of the il- 
lustrions dead, says the Albauy Evening Journal, 
took place on Saturday evening. It was arranged 
under the auspices and direction of the firemen of 
Albany—ever ready at the call of duty or patriot- 
ism. The procession was composed of members of 
the different companies, in their firemen’s dresa, 
accompanied by a full band of music, and bearing 
the funeral urn covered with its pall—the whole 
illominated by the light of upwards of 600 torches. 
It passed through the principal streets of the city 
between 8 and 10 o'clock. The night was still and 
very dark; and the effect produced by the long ar- 
ray of mourners at thatusnal hour—the luneral em- 
blems—the solemn music, and the strong red glare 
of the torches, revealing from the gloom and light- 
ing up with picturesque effect the houses and 
ciowds of spectators which thronged the windows 
as they passed, lelt an impression which will not 
soon be effaced from the memory of those who be- 
lield the scene. 

This striking and elfective testimonial of the grief 
of the people lor the lamented Harrison fitly closed 
the week whicli the tidings of his death had render- 
ed indeed a period of heaviness and monrning, 

The procession. The New Yark Evening Post 
says—The funeral procession on Saturday, in honor 
ol the memory of the late president, was composed, 
it is estimated, of about thirty thousand persons. 
All the military of this city and of Brooklyn, all the 
public bodies, all the charitable societies, sailors 
from the navy yard, the fire department, and a 
great number of citizens tonk part in the solemn 
ceremony. Although the day was stormy, a larger 
conconrse of persons were seldom, if ever, assem- 
bled here on any occasion. ‘The streets were lined on 
both sides, wherever the procession moved, by mul- 
titudes of men, women and children, who during 
the whole of the storm, continued to keep their 
places, Owing to the lateness of the hour at which 
the immense body reached the Park, the luneral 
oration by chancellor Frelinghuysen, was obliged 
to be postponed. 

Pennsytvania. In the Lancaster Examiner, 
we find amang the names of the speakers who ad- 
dressed the meetiug called by the inayor of that city 
on the melancholy occasion, that of senator Buchan- 
an—of whom the account says: “Owing to his pe- 
culiar position we were particularly pleased with 
the sentiinents of the honorable James Buchanan. 
He was truly eloquent, and spoke not only as a 
statesman and patnot should speak on such an oc- 
casion—but as a repulican—a true hearted Ame- 
rican.” 

Marytanp, The Baltimore committee of ar- 
rangements for paying public honors due to the 
memory of the late president of the United States 
manimonsly voted to request chief justice Taney 
to deliver the oration on the occasion. From the 
followinz reply it will be seen that he has been ne- 
cessarily obliged to decline the invitation: 

Baltimore, tprit 15, 1841. 

GENTLEMEN! I sincerely regret {hat it is not in 
my power to comply with the wistes ol the com- 
millee, in delivering an oration at the celebration 
of the funeral obsequies of the lamented general 
Harrison, late president of the United States. But 
Lam only now recovering from an illness under 
which ] suffered during the late winter, and have 
not the physical strength to deliver an oration to a 
crowded audience. ] am ready, hawever, to unite 
most cordially with my fellow citizens of Balti- 
more, in paying the honors so justly due to the me- 
mory of the distinguished dead, in any other station 
in which the committee may think it proper to 
place me. Lani, gentlemen, with high respect and 
regard, R. B. TANEY. 

To Samuel Monre, 8. C. Leakin, James Carroll, 
Z. Collins Lee, and Coluinbus O'Donnell, esqs, 

JONATHAN MEREDITH, esq. has accepted the 
invitation to deliver the Iuneral oration on Monday 


| next, 


Vircinra. a tribute to the memory of the lute 
president. Ata ineeting of the citizens of Rich- 
mond, convened at Trinity cliureh. on Thursday, 
the Sth inst. general Wm. Lambert, mayor of the 
city, was called to the chair, and G. W. Munford, 
appointed secretary. 
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On motion of Mr. B. W. Leigh, the following 
preamble and resolution was unaniunously adopted: 

The citizens of Richmond assembled in general 
meeting, ou occasion of the lamented death of Wir- 
LIAM Henry Harrison, late president of the 
United States, all hearts uniting in the desire to pay 
merited honors to the memory of the chosen chief 
magistrate of tbe people, are sensible that they can- 
not more effectually render such honors, than by 
testifying, thus publicly, the respect, veneration 
and love they bore him, while living; their grateful 
sense of his exalted civie and private virtues, so 
signally manilested throughout his life, and of his 
eminent and distinguished pnblic services; and their 
sorrow for the awtul dispensation of Providence, 
that has so suddenly removed him from the high 
station to which he had been recently called by the 
well-earned confidence of his country, and bereav- 
ed the people of his tirmness, moderation, patriot- 
ism and wisdom, in the administration of their af- 
fairs: 

Resolved, unanimously, That the citizens of Rich- 
mond here assembled, will themselves, and they re- 
commend that all their fellow citizens shall like- 
wise, pot on and wear the usual badge of mourning 
for the illustrious dead, for one month. 

And then the meeting adjourned. 

WM. LAMBERT, pres’t. 

Geo. IV. Munford, sec'y. 

The common conncil of the city of Richmond, 
also passed on Saturday last, after an appropriate 
preamble, the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, therefore, That we respectfully re- | 
commend to our fellow citizens, to set apart Fri- 
day, the 16th day of the present month, as a day of 
mourning, and that the reverend clergy of all deno- 
ininations of this place be requested to hold, on that | 
day, at 11 o'clock, A. M. in their respective places | 
of worship, such religious services as they may | 
deem appropriate to the solemn occasion. 

2. Resolved, That we also recommend to our fel- | 
low citizens on that day, to suspend all ordinary 
business from the hours of 10, A. M. until 2, P. M. 

8. Resolved, That the president of the common 
council be requested to transmit a copy of the fore- 
going preamble and resolutions to the respective | 
mayors of the borough of Norfolk and town of Pe- 
tersburg. 

We have given the very full and graphie account 
of general Harrison's funeral at Washington, from 
the National Intelligencer. The final destination 
of his remains most probably awaits the wishes and 
decision of his distressed fainily. One rumor is, | 
that they will be brought to his native seat of 
Berkely, in this state: another, that they will be 
carried to North Bend. [Richmond Eng. 

The Richmond Enquirer of Tuesday, thus an- 
nounced the event: 

Death of the president of the United States. A 
new and extraordinary event has coioe to darken 
the annals of our country. The struggle is over, 
aut William Henry Harrison, in the 69th year of his 
age, sleeps with liis lathers! Althongh this vene- 
sable man, the president of the United States by a 
great majority, was not our choice, yet we re- 
spect him for his military services—we respect 
him for his love of country—we esteem hini for his 
kind heart and his social qualities. His sudden lass 
comes upon the nation as an event, full of regret, 
full of profound themes for moralizing upon the 1n- 
stability ot all human fortunes, and the worthless- 
ness of the objects of human ambition. Asso often 
quoted from Burke, it shows us “what shadows we 
are, and what shadows we pursue," But twelve 
months ago, suppose it had been predicted amidst 
the contests of an excited campaign, “this man will 
be elected to one of the highest offices in the world, 
and inone short month after his inauguration, he will 
be gathered unto his faihers"—what heart would 
not have slirnnk within itself, at the idea of pass- 
ing so rapidly from a private life to the presidential | 
chair, and from that eminent station ta the silent | 
tomb? In honor of the chief magistrate of our com- 
mon country, thns elevated by the voice of the peo- 
ple, and thus suddenly strack down in the midst of 
his sympathizing countrymen, we have shrouded our 
columns in mourning. 

It is iudeed, a sudden, most unexpected, and ex- 
traordinary event. The confederated republic of| 
the United States has now been in operation tor} 
52 years—during which time it bas seen nine pre- 
sideuts elected in suecession—most of them old 
men—five of them serving eight years each — and 
yet not one of them has died during his presidency, 
except the last. He has been in office but one 
short mouth, from the 4th of March to the 4th of 
April, when he breathed his last, amid his prayers 
for the success of the true principles of the con- 
stitution. The four Virginia presidents who were 
liviag in Virginia, (all serving out their eight yeais) 


survived till the end of their terms, but now are all 
no more, Three of the others are still living. 

It is more wonderful, indeed, that more of them 
have not perished in office, than that gen. Harrison 
should be the first to die. The regret at his death 
comes, perhaps, with a more awful lorce, on account 
of its singularity. 

GEgonGiA. ‘The painful news reached Savannah, 
(Georgia), on the morning of the 8th inst. and pro- 
duced a like sensation among all classes of citizens. 
A public meeting was beld, judge Wayne, of the 
supreme court, presiding, at which resolutions were 
adopted expressive of the publie feeling under the 
nattonal calamity, and of sympathy for the bereav- 
ed family under the affliction. A committee was 
also appointed to select a citizen to pronounce a 
eulogy on the life and character of the deceased, 
and to make the necessary arrangements for the oc- 
casion. The city council of Savannah also took 
order on the melancholy subject. Premising that 
the death of president Harrison wasa national cala- 
mity, to be felt and acknowledged by all, without 
distinction of party, and that a meeting of the citi- 
zens was about to be held, the council resolved 
that the board would cordially unite with the citi- 
zens insuch action on the subject as should he de- 
termined on by them. 

Onto. Referring to the death of president Har- 
RISON, the Cincinnati Gazette of the 10th says— 

“We have never béloie seen the hand of sorrow 
laid so heavily upon avy community, as it has been 
upon this for the past two days. Yesterday in par- 
ticular, after the tidings of the nation’s bereavement 
had been circulated over the entire city by the 
newspapers, the evidences ol a deep and poignant 
grief were visible in all countenances, The cala- 
mity which has thrown the whole union into mourn- 
ing, here comes with a peeuliar shock, not only 
touching every heart, but eutering every dwelling, 
aud dispensing gloom about every hearth. We have 
lost not merely a great and distinguished country- 
man, but a citizen, an associate, a friend, a brother; 
one endeared to us by qualities but seldom found 
united in the same bosom, and giappled to our hearts 
by recollections that will go with us to our tombs. 

Yesterday most of our stores were closed—the 
arm of labor rested—bells tolled at intervals through- 
ont the day—iminute guns were fired—our publie 
schools were dismissed—and our city was given up 
to an expression, felt keenly, and openly indulged of 
profoundest sorrow. 

Ail classes partake in this feeling, yet all bow 
submissively to the inserntable dispeusation, of 
Him who chastens whoin he loves. 

MicHiGAN. The intelligence of the death of the 
late PRESIDENT first reached the city of Detroit, on 
Saturday, the 10th inst. at 1 o'cloek, by the steam- 
boat Gen. Scott, which eutered the port from the 
lake, with her flags at half mast. The inelaucholy 
intelligence, was soon spread over the city, and the 
stores and public offices were at once closed, and a 
heavy gloom settled upon the countenances of all 
the citizens. The flags above the capitol and the 
colors of the shipping were lowered to half inast, 
while the church bells were tolled in inournlul uni- 
son with the feelings of the community. 

Public meeting in Washington. The following 
notice having been circulated in the city, in hand- 
bills, on Thursday, the Sth of April, viz: 

“General WittiAm Henry Harrison, the pa- 
triot president of the United States and the great 
exponent of whig prrnciples, having departed this 
lite, the warcs or WASHINGTON are requested to 
meet at 7 o’ctock this evening at the Washington 
Assembly rooms, on Louisiana avenue, for the pur- 
pose of adopting resolutions suitable to that inourn- 
ful event, which has carried poignant grief to the 
heart of every good citizen. MANY wuHics.” 

Pursuant thereto, a large meeting of the citizens 
took place at the time aud place mentioned. Gen. 
WALTER Jones was called to the chair, WILLIAM 
L. Brent and GrogGE SwrENY were appointed 
vice presidents, and RopErTr FARNHAN and Gro. 
WATTERSTON secretaries of the meeting. The 
meeting was opened hy gen. Jones, with a brief 
hut eloquent address, explanatory of the objects of 
the call. 

On motion of Mr. ANDERSON, it was resolved, 
that a committee of seven be appointed to prepare 
and report resolutions for the consideration of the 
ineeting; and the following gentlemen were there- 
upon nominated and appointed the committee, viz: 
Messrs. P. R. Fendall, D. A. Hall, Seth Hyatt, 
Donald McLeod, J. H. Bradley, Jacob Gideon and 
James F. Haliday. 

The committee, afler a short. absence, reported 


the following resolutions, which, after some just 


and appropriate introductory remarks by the chair- 
man, Mr. Fendail, were unanimously adopted: 

1. Resolved, That this meeting keenly sympa- 
thize with their fellow citizens tlioughont the 


— — M 


union in the loss of Wittiam Henry Harrison, 
late president of the United States; of whom an 
untimely death has bereaved a grateful and admir- 
ing country, at a moment of deep interest to her 
prosperity, her institutions, and her destinies, after 
a life crowded by illustrious services, and adorned 
hy virtues at once elevated and endearing; a life 
long enough for glory, but, alas! too short for hope. 

2. Resolved, That the heart-felt condolence of 
this meeting be tendered to the family of the de- 
ceased; in whose hearts the memory of his domes- 
tic virtues lies enshrined, anl who need not the 
splendor of his public character to enhance either 
their love or their grief. 

3. Resolved, That the blow which, in the death 
of president Harrison, has stricken the whole na- 
tion, falls with peculiar severity on the hearts of 
the people of the Distriet of Columbia; who had 
found in him, not a ruler that “elt power and for- 
got right," but a father and a friend; a chief magis- 
trate wlio regarded all. within his power as being 
junder his protection; and who, in the face of the 
world, officially proclaimed the rights of the peo- 
ple of the District of Columbia as American citi- 
zens. 

4. Resolved, That, amid their anguish for the 
loss of their paternal president, the citizens of this 
Distriet are soothed by the reflection that the go- 
vernment is to be administered by Joun TYLER, 
who, while a senator of the United States, proved 
himself their constant, enlightened and efficient 
friend; and wha more recently avowed, publicly 
and emphatically, bis solicitude for their welfare. 

5. Resolved, That, as the whigs of Washington, 
together with the whigs of the other cities ot the 
District, were among the first to raise a voice for 
“HARRISON, TVLER and REFORM,” so it becomes 
us to be foremost in adjuring, as we now do, most 
respectfully, but most earnestly, our political bre- 
thren in the several states to rally around the stan- 
dard of the constitation in (he novel and interesting 
trial to which it is subjected; and to give their 
unanimous, vigilant, energetic support to the admi- 
nistration of president TYLER, on whom the man- 
ie of the illustrious and beloved Harrison has 
fallen. 

6. Resolved, That in the signal ability with which 
president TYLER, a favorite son of the ancient and 
glorious commonwealth of Virginia, has heretofore 
discharged various high political trusts; in the prin- 
ciples on which he was elected to the vice presi- 
dency; in his prempt and cordial invitation to pre- 
sident HAnRISON'S wise and patriotic cabinet to 
continue their services; in his proved republican- 
ism; in his lofty honor; and in the purity ot his life, 
this meeting finds full assurance tbat the momen- 
tous trust devolving on him will be administered 
| ably and faithfully, with loyalty to the whig princi- 
ples that have brought hito inte power, and with 
adherence to the administrative policy to which his 
| predecessor stood pledged; and, to express all our 
| fond hopes and unfaltering convictions in a single 
phrase, that Tvren,like Harrison, will be the 
"PRESIDENT OF THE PEOPLE." 

On motion of Mr. M. Saint Clair Clarke, it was 
unanimously resolved, That the proceedings of this 
meeting be publisbed in the several whig newspa- 
pers of the Distriet of Columbia. 

WALTER JONES, chairman. 
RoszxenT FARNHAM, 
GEORGE WATTERSON, 


? secrelaries, 


PRESIDENT TYLER. The following letter from 
governor, now president TYLER, to col. W. Robin- 
son, jr. ol Putsburg, will be read with peculiar in- 
terest, at this moment. His views on the impor- 
tant question of the tarill—the distribution of the 
public lauds, and incidentally on the subject of the 
currency are briefly but clearly indicated. 

Williamsburg, l'a. Oci. 17, 1840. 

My dear sir: Your letter and its enclosure reach- 
ed here a few hours after my own arrival. I con- 
fess myself not at all surprised at the gross perver- 
sion of all truth, on the part of our opponents. 
This is not confined to Pittsburg. The leading edi- 
tor of the locos in this state is bnsily engaged in 
the saine ditty work, but takes good care to make 
representations precisely the opposite to those made 
| by his allies with you. His correspondents repre- 
sent me as haying held, at St. Clairsville, a very 
| dilferent language from that ascribed to me at Pitts- 
| burg. Thus the one plays his game desparately for 
| the south, and the other for the north. Our friends 
every where should, as lar as practicable, be made 
to understand this. Here, the adiüinistration party 
are open-mouthed against the compromise. They 
would annihijate it entirely; and this, at the mo- 
ment the manufacturing interest become deeply 
interested in its preservation. With you the tone 
is ehanzed—aud while Mr. Van Buren is here sus- 
tained a3 a friend to frec hade, the effort is now 
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making at Pittsburg to induce the belief that he 
and his supporters are the exclusive friends of in- 
dustry. j 

My opinions were fully expressed at St. Clairs- 
ville and at Steubenville. Atboth places, in regard 
to the question “what are your opinions as to the 
tariff?" 1 answered that I was in favor of sustain- 
ing the compromise bill. That it contained the 
principle of retroaction; the moment the duty at- 
tained its minimum, which forced up the protection 
co inslanti to what was equivalent to 40 per cent. 
That the change which it effected in the place of 
valuation, and the mode of payineut, was fully equal 
in my view to 15 or 20 per cent; and that with a 
cessation of the war upon the currency which had 
paralyzed the industry of the country, l was sangiune 


m the hope and the belief, that prosperity would | 


be speedily restored. Thatin counection with this, 
I would take occasion to say that I was in favor of 
the distribution of the proceeds of the sales of the 
public laads among the states, and in favor of rais- 
ing the revenne by duties on imports, in opposition 
toa resort to a system of direct taxation, as every 
way onerous tothe peeple, unproductive to the trea- 
sury, and expensive in thecollection. That in these 
views I was pleased to believe that I concurred with 
Mr. Clay and gen. Harrison, so that there existed a 
prospect, in the event of general Harrison’s elec- 
tion, that a permanent system would he introduced 
in place of a fleeting and ever varying system which 
promised one thing to-day, and produced another to- 
morrow. 

The above, as well as I can now recollect, was 
in substance what I said at St. Clairsville, and 
Steubenville. I seein it nothing to retract and no- 
thing to explain, and should have repeated the 
aboveat Pittsburg. but tor the fact that those around 
me exclaimed “that is enough!” when my auswer 
was given, 


1 think that our friends need entertain no fear of 


harm from what I said among them. My opinions 
upon all subjects ot general interest, was well 
Kkuown here and in the south, and Virginia, North 
Carolina and Georgia, have responded in no equi- 
vocal language. Alabama and Mississippi will not 
fail to class themselves along side of their southern 
sisters. Tam, dear sir, truly yours, 
JOHN TYLER. 


Tue Amistap. The following letter adds ano- 
ther testimony to the volumes already before the 
public, of the untiring zeal which actuates its an- 
thor in every matter involving the cause of hu- 
man liberty, while it manifests an activity aud sa 
gaciousness of mind which seem to have no paral- 
lel. [Boston Times. 

Iashington, 17th March, t34l. 

Messrs. Simeon S. Jocelyn, Joshua Leavitt and 
Lewis Tappan, New York. 

Gentlemen: 1 cordially syinpathize with you in 
rejoicing at the decision of the supreme court of the 
United States, that the Africans captured within the 
laaritimne jurisdiction of the United States, by lien- 
tenant Gedney, were then, and that those of them 
who survive yet are free and not slaves. But be- 
sides this question, the only one directly decided by 
the supreme court, because not there contested, 
there were several others involved in it of deep 
interest to our country and to human liberty, some 
or Which were decided in the district and’ civcuit 
courts, and affirmed by the supreme court, but of 
which I cannot consider tho decisions in the lower 
js rts authoritive in any case which may hereafter 
TU. 
othe first o, these is the right of visitation and sei- 
zure exercised by lieut. Gedney, upon the high seas, 
over the Amistad, a Joreigu vessel, in time of peace. 
By what law of nations orof the land dul. he board 
tie vessel, take her by force, and bring lier into the 
harbor of New London? , P , 

The second is, by what. right he seized. without 
warrant from a civil magistrate, more than twenty 
[reamen, on the soil of the state of New York, and 
transported them by sea to the state af Connectieut. 
Is the nullus tiber homo capiutur of magna charta not 
Jaw in the slate of New York? , 

Thirdly—Jf the Africans, when visited and seiz- 
ed by lieutenant Gedney, were free, and not slaves, 
pirates or robbers, was net the Ainistad and her 
cargo in their possession their property, taken. by 
the right of war from their vanquished enemy, 
and indispeneably necessary tu them to convey them 
home? 3 

Fourthly—Ruiz aud Montez and Antonio were 
puspuers, By coming within our ter torial jurisdic: 
tion they might have been hberated upon habens eor- 
pus. But il Autonio was a slave, he was their pro- 
petty; what right had we to take hun trom them, and 
give him, not to his former master, who waa dead, 
bat to a Spanish vice consul, who could have no more 
„ght to him than the august. quecn 1egeut, whose 


heart was so deeply afflicted with the discomtitures 
of Pipi or Pepe? 

Firthly—the supreme court gave no decision upon 
the right of the United States to appeal, as a party 
lo the suit, from the Judgment of the courts below. 
But what would the court have done with a private 
j Suitor who should have made himself a party to the 

cause upon false pretences? 

Sixthly—What would the court have done with 
an officer of the lower court, conspiring with a pri- 
vate suifor, to spirit away thirty-six prisoners, 
in the judicial custody and protection of the court, 
and ship them oft by stealth to the public vengeance 
of the barracoons of Cuba? 

Sevently—If lieutenant Gedney was entitled to 
salvage for recapturing from African freemen their 
prize of war,and restoring it to their enemies from 
whom they had taken it, why was he not entitled to 
| salvage for the slave Antonio, surrender to the Span- 
ish vice consul, to be restored to the representatives 
of capt. Ferrer, as toerchadise? In the Antelope, 
capt. Jackson was allowed salvage for the slaves de- 
livered np to the Spanish consul. 

Eighthly—The supreme court gave no decision 
upon the fraudulent Spanish passports produced 
by Ruiz and Montez, and attempted to be palm- 
ed off upon the courts, not only as valid pass- 
ports, but as incontestable (itte deeds, into the vali- 
dity of which the courts thezjselves bad no right to 
inquire, 

Ninthly—The court gave no opinion upon the 
neglect of the American secretary of state to cou- 
lest the utterly inadmissable claims of the Spanish 
ministers, thronghout the whole correspondence on 
(his subject, nor upon the monstrous doctrines of the 
ate attorney general Grundy, io his official counsel 

to the president on this occasion, Nor upon that 
inconceivable lettre de cachet fiom Martin Van Bu- 
ren, without even the authentication of his official 
character, except by the countersign of the secre- 
tary of state, and so loosely and heedlessly issued 
that it became necessary to send it back for cor- 
recien to give it so much as an appearance of vali- 
ity. 

That order, the effect of which was to ship off and 
transport beyond the seas, and consign to certain 
death or irredeemable hereditary slavery thirty-six 
luman beings, male and teinale; adults and children, 
in a tnass, without individual identification—that act 
of nnspeakable despotism. bearing the sign manual 
of the president of the United States, the conrt pass- 
ed over withont notice, as they did that more than 
semi-official publication in the Globe of the seventh 
of January last, at the very moment of the meeting 
of the court, with high editorial commendation, of 
an inflammatory appeal tothe passions of the south, 
under the guise of a view of the trial of the Amis- 
tad case in the lower courts, with language of gross 
outrage and indignity upon the decisions of the dis- 
trict judge. 

All this the opinion and decree ol the supreme 
court passed overin silence, as was perhaps the 
course best suited to their dignity, while their decree 
itself sufficiently vindicated their firmness and their 
independence, 

1 shall endeavor, as you desire, to write out in 
full extent my argument before the court,in which 
all this was noticed and commented upon: and if it 
has no other effect, I hope it will at least. have that 
of admonishing the free people of this union to keep 
perpetually watchful eyes upon every aet of their 
executive administration, having any relation what- 
ever to the subject of slavery. 

Tam, with great respect, gentlemen, your friend 
and fellow citizen, 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 


OrriCES AND OFFICERS. The following whole- 
some suggestions we extract fiom a New Orleans pa- 
per, Which reached ts by the last mail. A change 
ot the executive officer since it was penned, leaves 
it none the less applicable. 

Offices—patronage. Tt cannot be kept ton dis- 
tinctly before the people, and before general Har- 
rison's adininistration, that the public offices are not 
to be granted as sinecures and pensions, but are to 
be conferred upon active, efficient, steady and com- 
petent men, who are sober, inlustrions and expe- 
rienced in. business, ‘he whig party throughout 
the union, ought to bear in mind, that public otlices 
are sacred trusts that those who receive them and 
enjoy their honors and emoluments, should not re- 
ceive thein with the expectation of spending their 
time in case, pleasure and idleness, but with the 
expectation of spending their time in the constant, 


laborious, and faithful discharge of their official du- 
|ties.. Industry, punetuality and fidelity are. to be 
i required of all. General EEuvisons adminiatration 
must be distinguished. for wordt and economy. Let 
hiin keep out of the pubhe serviee all Aulf pay 


drones—let no man be appointed to office because 
he is not fit for anything else, or cannot make his 
living in any other way. Public officers shonld be 
coinpelent and effective. Offices were created, not 
as a retreat for political paupers, but for the pur- 
pose of having the public business faithfully and 
promptly done. Every public officer should be re-- 
quired to labor and exert himselt for public benefit, 
in the same manner that private individuals exert 
themselves to promote their own interests in private 
life. Men should be appointed upon their personal 
merits and qualificatinns, and men who are to fill 
offices of trust shonld be selected with the full nn- 
derstanding that they are to attend (o the business 
themselves, and devote to it their time and atten- 
tion personally, and not farm out the offices to mer- 
cenaries, favorites or dependants. “Let every tub 
stand on its own botton.” It is a matter of regret 
that applicants tor office are generally pnorly qua- 
lified lor office. Demagognes and office-seekers are 
n very unsuitable persons to fill public of- 
ices. 

It shonld also be distinctly understood, that fru- 
gality, economy and fidelity, in the expenditure and 
disbursement of (tie public money will be rigidly 
required of all publie officers and agents. The 
most strictaccountability should be enforced against 
all public officers. Frequent and full settlements 
should be made at stated periods; the business and 
accounts of no office should be permitted to get in 
arrears, No officer should be permitted to squan- 
der the public money, or retain it for his own use. 
It has been too common for twelve years past, to 
seek public offices for the purpose of embezzling 
the publie money, eheating the government, orspe- 
culating on the government funds. This game 
should be blocked. Those who make bargains, 
procure property, employ lahor, or disburse money 
tor the United States, should use the same care, 
fidelity and economy, as if they were doing the 
same business for themselves; and not pay extor- 
tionate prices merely because it is to be paid out of 
the public treasury. There is no good reason why 
inore should be paid fora government contract, than 
on a private contract. The practice of giving awny 
thousands, and hundreds of thonsands of dollars un- 
der prelence that it is for public work, or repairs, or 
for the settlement of old accounts, should be stop- 
ped. Those who have the care nf the public pro- 
perty, should be held toa rigid accountability, as 
well as those who hold public money. Many mil- 
lions of dollars worth of property have been annu- 
ally lost, destroyed, or converted to individual use, 
for the want of proper care and fidelity on the part 
of the public officers; and especially has this been 
the case since the day when it was publiely, boldly 
and unblushingly proclaimed from high places, that 
“to the victors belong the spoils.” This should be 
attended to in a scrutinizing mauner. Constructive 
services and fictitious charges should be avoided. 
Every public officer shonld stay of his post, andstrict 
rules shou!d be made and enforced against plurali- 
lies and non-residence, atoong the office-holders. 
Public officers should be men of business, and not 
of pleasure. Every officer should earn his fees, or 
salary. If the public offices should be condneted 
on the principles above set forth, many a present 
government officer might be dispensed with, aud a 
very material saving of public money and public 
property might be effected. If general HARRI- 
son’s administration will open their new books 
upon these principles, they will drive off the drones, 
idlers and paupers, who desire to fasten themselves 
upon the treasury, atid will supply their places with 
a much more useful class of citizens. 

Such a course. would be unpopular with a large 
portion of the office seeking, and government con- 
tracting population, and wonld he seized on by the 
opposition as a cause of attack; but it would promote 
the interest of the country, and secure the confi- 
dence and support of all witelligent and patriotic 
citizens. For twelve years past there have been 
great abuses in. the administration of the govern- 
iment; offices have been filled with speculators and 
defaulters, and millions have been wasted and ab- 
stracted. Political demagogues have been appnint- 
ed to offices that should be filled by men of first 
rate business qualifications, and the conseqnence 
has been that the annual expenses of governinent 
have increased from 13 tu 39 millions of dollars, 
All such men should he turned out of office. This 
the country looks for, and expects trom gen. Har- 
Rtson. "his would be tine reform, General Han- 
Rison was elected because the people believed that 
there was great need of reform. The people do 
not expect him to adopt the proseriplive policy, but 
they do expect hin to bring about a reform in the 
administration of the government, in the true sense 
of theter. True reform cannot be effected without 
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turning out all corrupt, and incompetent public ofti- | 


cers and agents, 


Hf geu. HannrsoN will faithfully carry on the 
goverument on true whig principles, he will merit, 
and should reeeive, the approbation of all honest 
citizens, whatever may bave been their party poli- 
tics in times that are past. He roay save millions 
of dollars that are misapplied under the name ol 
contingencies. ‘The reforming hand should be ap- 
plied to the army and navy, the Indian department, 
as well as to the evil list and to the publie offi- 
cers. Those that will not work, neither sbould they 
eat. 


Commerce. A correspondent of the Philadel- 
phia National Gazette gives the annexed statement 
of the number of arrivals at New York, Philadel- 
phia, Boston, Baltimore, and other ports in the U. 
States, during the first quarter of the present year. 


N. York. Phila. Boston Balt, Other pts. 

Great Britain 53 7 11 4 195 
Franee 25 3 3 l 34 
Belgium 1 0 0 ü 12 
Holland ei 0 4 8 23 
Germany 10 3 1 5 1? 
Denmark 0 0 0 0 0 
Sweden 9 0 0 0 4 
Prussia 0 0 2 0 0 
Austria 27 0 0 0 6 
Italy & Isles 14 2 12 1 4 
Spain 10 6 4 3 5 
Portngal 4 0 0 5 2 
Smyrna 2 0 4 0 0 
East Indies 0 0 5 0 0 
China 1 1 0 0 0 
Pacifie & Isles 7 I 1 2 1 
Africa & Isles 8 t 5 0 2 
S. America 36 22 2t 23 46 
W. Indies 173 51 92 50 264 
Mexieo & Gua- 

tamala 21 0 2 0 14 
Texas 2 0 2 2 5 
Br. N.Ameriea 6 9 19 0 0 
U. States 594 21 504 0 0 
Whaling 0 0 0 0 38 


STATES OF THE UNION. 

RATES or INTEREST. The following are the 
rates of interest in the states and territories of the 
union, together with the punishinent of usury. It 
is a valuable statement, and sliould be preserved. 

Maine, 6 per cent.—lorfeit of the debt or claim. 

New Hampshire, 6 per cent.—forfeit of three 
times the amount unlawfully taken. 

Vermont, 6 per eent.—reeovery in action with 
costs. 

Massaehusetts, 6 per eent.—forfeit of three fold 
ihe usury. 

Rhode Island, 6 per eent.—forfeit of the money 
and interest ou the debt. 

Conneetieut, 6 per cent.—forfeit of the whole 
debt. 

N. York, 7 per eent.—forfeit of the whole debt. 

N. Jersey, 6 per cent.—torfeit of the whole debt. 

Pennsylvania, 6 per cent.—forteit of the whole 
debt. 

Delaware, 6 per eent.—forleitof tbe whole debt. 

Maryland, 6 per eeut.—on tobacco contraets 8 
per eent.—usurious eontracts void. 

Virginia, 6 per cent.—forfeit double the usury 
taken. 


North Carolina, 6 per cent.—contraets for usury 
void— forieit double the usury. 

South Carolina, 7 per cent.—forfeit of interest 
and premium taken, with costs to debtor. 

Georgia, 8 per cent.—lorfeit of three times the 
usury and contract void. 

Alabama, S per eent.—forfeit of interest and 
usury. 

Mississippi, 8 per eent.—by contracts as high as 
10—usury recoverable in aetion of debt. 

Louisiana, 5 per cent.—bank interest 6—eonven- 
tional as high as ten—beyond eontraet void. 

Tennessee, 6 per ceeut.—usurious eontraets void. 

Kentueky, 6 per eent.—usury may be recovered 
with eosts. 

Ohio, 6 per cent.—usurious eontraets void. 

Indiana 6 per eent.—on written agreement may 
go as high as 10— penalty of usury, fine of double 
the excess, 

Illinois, 6 per eent.—three fold amount of the 
whole interest. 

Missouri, 6 per eent.—by agreement, as high as 
10—if beyond, Forfeit o1 the whole interest due, and 
of the usury taken. 

Miehigan, 7 ner eent.—forfeit of the usury taken 
and one-fourth the debt. 

Arkansas, 6 per cent,—by agreement, and rate 
not higher than 10—aunount of usury recoverable, 
but eontraets void. 

Florida, 8 per eent.—forleit of interest and excess 
in case of usury. 


States, interest is computed at 6 per cent a year. 

Thus there is not a single state or territory where 
an enlightened system prevails upon the subjeet 
of interest, for alt laws limiting the price of money 
ought to be repealed. [ Louisville Adv. 

NEW YORK. 

Legislature proceedings—the MeLeod case. The 
Athany Advertiser furnishes the following abstraet 
of proceedings in the house of assembly on the 17th 
inst. 

Mr. Swackhamer one of the representatives of N. 
York city, oliered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to eom- 
inupieate to this house what eorrespondenee, if any, 
has taken place hetween the exeeutive authority of 
the United States and this state; or whether any ar- 
rangement whatever has been entered into by said 
departments, in referenee to the ease of MeLeod, 
now in prison at Loekport in this state. 

Mr. Swaekhamer briefly explained the objects of 
the resolution. 

Mr. Hoffman in alongspeceh, justified, under the 
British government, the attack made upon the Ca- 
roline, aod its consequences. The rebels, said Mr. 
H. had gained possession of Navy Island—the drafts 
of men there were made from tbe United States— 
the officers in command were over our citizens,and it 
was to be regretted that the authorities of this state 
and tlie United States were not present in sullieient 
foree to prevent the diflienlties whieh followed.— 
By the national law the sovereign whose territory 
is endangered had a right to repel the danger, and if 
in so doing (iu the language of an eminent person), 
he shall momentarily pass the line hetween the two 
countries, it must be the subject of negotiation.— 
The loeal authorities of Canada in this ease bad got 
out the means to destroy this boat and put an end 
to the danger which threatened them, aud does any 
one doubt that they thought they were in the exer- 
cise of an undoubted right in so doing? and whether 
in so thinking they judged right or wrong was not 
material now; the objeet was to repel the danger 
whieh threatened theim with invaston—the attack 
was made, and the lite of an Aroerican eitizen lost 
—tor this, McLeod stood indieted. 

Standing where he did in the face of the whole 
country, he ( Mr. H.) would ask where the man was 
in this state who would not have obeyed a similar 
order of the loeal authorities. 
bellion should erect itself in this state—il a boat 
should be seen daily plying lroin the Canadas fur- 
nishing those in arms with the means of warfare, 
aud orders should be issued by the authorities of 
this state to destroy that boat, was there any man 
who would for a moment refuse to obey that order? 

Mr. H. proceeded at great length to eotoment 
upon the etfeet proceeding to extremities would 
have upon McLeod, but we have not now space to 
follow lim. He eoncluded his remarks with a mo- 
lion to amend the resolution by referring it to the 
judiciary cominittee with instructions to bring ina 
bill *to'enter a nolle prosequi on the indietinent, 
and to giant McLeod a safe eonduet to his sove- 
reign.” 

Mr. O'Sullivan followed in support of Mr. Hoff- 
man’s amendment. 

Mr. Simmons opposed the aroendment iu toto, 
and also the diseussion of the subjeet at the present 
time in any shape. 

Mr. Richmond foilowed in denial of the positions 
assumed by Mr. Hotliman. 

Mr. Culver spoke in opposition to the amendment, 
and in favor of the resolution if modified by leav- 
ing it to the diseretion of the exeeutive to furnish 
the eorrespondenee. He denied the ground taken 
by Mr. Hoffinan, that. the British authorities were 
prompted to the destruction of the boat by any 
wish to sereen themselves lrom danger, it was the 
sympathy expressed by American citizens for their 
fellow beings in Canada that they wished to punish, 
but they eould not prevent that sympathy—they 
could not suppress it—it was hke a Conneetieut 
beer barrel whieh wonld work on a Sunday do what 
you eould. 


Mr. L. S. Chatfield said he should not have | 


thought it necessary to have troubled the honse, 
had it not been for the eourse pursued by Mr. 
Hoffman. He thought il that geotlemen’s speech 
had been delivered in the British parliament, it 
would have ensured for him a reputation but httle 


to be desired in thie country. The arguments of 


Mr. C. were against the adoption of the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. L. Hubbell followed in opposition to the 
amendment. 

Mr. S. C. Hawley then took the floor and moved 
an adjournment, with the view of speaking to the 
resolution at a luture day and at great length. 


If sedition and re- | 


| hardship. 


Mr. Holly took the floor and was proeeeding to 
debate against the amendment, but gave way to Mr. 
Ketsey, who with the view of giving Mr. 8. C. 
Hawley and others an opportunity to take a part in 
the debate at a future day, moved an adjournment, 
whieh prevailed, and the house adjourned. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
To the senate and house of representatives of the 
commonwealih of Pennsylvania. 

GENTLEMEN: The billientitled “an act relating 
to banks and to provide for the better government 
thereof,” is herewith returned to the senate, in 
whieh it originated, without the executive approba- 
tion, and with the following reasons why that sanc- 
tion is withheld. 

The bill relates to a subjeet of deep and univer- 
sal interest to the people of Pennsylvania; and to 
its consideration, 1 have brought all the energies of 
my mind, and all the light that an experience of 
upwards of half a eentury has furnished. I ean- 
uot persuade myself, that duty or patriotism would 
justify my sanetion of its provisions. Some things 
contained in it, I would gladly approve, but I ean- 
| not believe that the penalties imposed on the banks, 
so far as relates to the eitizens of this common- 
wealth, ought to be repealed, or that the issue of 
notes under the denomination of five dollars by the 
banks, to an amount of six 10illions of dollars, lora 
term of five years, should be authorised. 


It would be useless to go into a diseussion of the 
eauses whieli have led to the present derangement 
and embarrassineut of our monetary affairs. It is 
enough to know that they exist and that our bank- 
ing institutions generally, have been unable to meet 
their engagements. We have had three bank sus- 
pensions in less than four years. The result is an 
almost entire destruetion of the eonfidence of the 
public in our banking institutions. The intimate 
connexion existing between onr banks, has involv- 
ed all in one eomnion fate. ‘Those eondueted with 
prudenee and eare, are suffering from the miseon- 
duet of others. That there are some great aud ear- 
dinal errors in the inode of eondueting our banking 
operations, must be obvions to all, or those things 
would not oeeur so frequently as they have done. 
The publie will, seeking the publie good, has re- 
quired that these errors should be correeted. That 
eorrection all must be aware, eannot take place at 
any tirne, without eases of individual suffering and 
These are to he regretted, bul yet ought 
uot to prevent the eorreetion of greater evils to the 
publie at large. The indulgence given tothe banks 
by the resolutions passed on the third day of April, 
1840, which suspended existing penalties for not 
meeting their engagements until the 15th January 
jlast, it was hoped would have enabled them fully to 
resume. When I approved these resolutions, I be- 
‘Heved it was neeessary to give the banks and the 
people some time to meet their engagements. That 
| given, however, was greater than I then apprehend- 
ed to be neeessary, or exaetly satisfactory to the 
publie. But as it was a mere question of expe- 
dieucy as to time, E yielded my assent, rather than 
run the risk of having no legislation on the subjeet. 
The indulgence thus given, was dietated by a spirit 
of extraordinary forbearanee, and the publie fully 
expected that at the time appointed, the banks 
[would be fully able to meet their engagements. 
Sueh were most eertainly my own expeetations. 
Those expectations unfortunately have proved to 
be groundless. The banks are now iua state of 
general suspension, and this bill is designed by the 
legislature as a remedy for the evil, and a relief to 
the eommunity. Let us examine how far it seems 
likely to answer the end proposed. 

The priveipal features of it are, that it repeals 
absolutely and unconditionally the penalties and 
forfeitures, to whieh the banks of this eommon- 
wealth are subject, for the non-payment of their 
liabilities on demand, and renders the banks liable, 
|as natural persons or individuals are, agreeably to 
the laws of this commonwealth, for the payment of 
their bills, notes and other liabilities, and also, that 
it authorises the banks for the term of five years 
alter the passage of this act, to issue, circulate and 
reevive bills or notes of (he denomination of one, 
two and three dollars, to an atnonnt not exeeeding 
fifteen percent. on the amount of capital aetually 
paid in, It also provides sundry regulations, and 
imposes certain restrietions upon the banks. Some 
of these restrictions and regulations are wise and 
salutary, but many of them are in my opinion, eal- 
culated to produce far more misehief than good, 
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In relation to the repeal of tbe penalties and for- 
feitures, and placing the hanks on the same footing 
of natural persons, it seems to me that the bill is 
peculiarly objectionable in several inaterial respects. 
It prescribes no time when this repeal shall cease 
to be operative, and it saves none of the special 
provisions of the law under which, independent of 
penalties and forfeitures to which the banks are 
subject, they may be required to pay their liabili- 
ties. It seems to me that it would have been far 
better, if any law of this nature is to pass at all, 
instead of repealing absolutely the penalties and 
forfeitures, to suspend the law imposing them for 
some definite period of time. They would then, 
at the expiration of that tine, again take ee 
without auy positive legislation upon the subject. 
But, agreeably to the provisions of this bill, tbey 
are repealed forever. Should subsequent events re- 
quire tbeir re-enactment, we might be met with the 
objection, that the charters are inviolate; that the 
provisions of the bill in question, when accepted, 
became part ol the same, and that the legislature 
possess no power to re-inforce the existing penal- 
ties so taken off. 

Great caution should be exercised in the passage 
of laws affecting corporations or private rights, and 
private remedies in regard to them. Corporations 
being creatures of the law, and acting only by its 
express authority, and being responsible only in the 
manner pointed ont by the law, may, by a hasty 
and inconsiderate alteration of the Jaw, the whole 
operation of which was not foreseen at the time of 
jts passage, be ruinously crippled in their actions or 
placed beyond the reach of the citizens, who may 
have dealings with them, or demands upon thera. 
There are so many different modes in which the 
banks of this commonwealth are connected with 
the general interests of the community, and there 
are so many legal provisions regulating that con- 
nection, that it appears to me to be an extremely 
hazardous experiment to say, thaf so far as respects 
demands against them in their eorporate capacity, 
they shall be repealed, and the banks placed on the 
footing ef natural persons or individuals. At the 
first glance it appears to be plansible, but it may re- 
sult in a manner very prejudicial to the communi- 
ty, or tothe banks, or possibly to both. Without 
tracing its operation further, it would relieve the 
banks from a serious inconvenience in giving bail 
on suits brought, and on appeals fiom awards ob- 
tained on suits against thein; althongh the popniar 
impression is that it would free them from no such 
liability. There may be other changes which it 
would effect, bnt 1 shall not occupy any time in 
following them out, It would have been perfectly 
convenient to have simply provided on this subject 
that so much of any Jaws of this cominonwealth as 
relates to penalties imposed upon the banks, or the 
forfeitures of their charters, should have been sus- 
pended, leaving all the other laws for enforcing de- 
mands against them untouched. Then all the ques- 
tions that can relate to the enforcement of the law 
for the collection of demands against the banks 
would have been provided for, and it would have 
been known precisely what the condition of the 
banks was; but not so under this law, which places 
them in the same general class with natural per- 
sons or individuals. 

So lar as respects the authority given fo the banks 
to issne and circulate notes under the denomination 


of five dollars, I beg leave to refer you to iny an- | 


nual inessages, transmitted to the Tegislature of last 
year and to the present legislature, tor my general 
views. The nntoward circumstances which have 
placed the banksof this commonwealth in their pre- 
sent situation are to he deeply regretted, and in no 
particular more so than in the embarrassments 
thereby created, in procuring small sums, for the 
common purposes of change, among the citizens, 
in their various transactions. These embarrass- 
ments are undoubtedly, in inany instances, a severe 
hardship upon the community, but the question 
presented lor consideration is, whether this inode ot 
relief would not, in the end, be more injurious to 
the community than the temporary inconvenience 
they now suller. This provision would authorise 
the issuing and circulation of bank notes, for less 
than five dollars, to the aimonnt of six millions of 
dollars and upwards, and we might then well de- 
spair of seeing a dollar of specie in circulation. 
Whatever arguments might be adduced in favor 
of alimited amount of sinall notes, for a short pe- 
riod, to aid in the resumption of specie payments, 
the force of which has not been conelusive upon 
my mind, the amourt authorised by tlus bill, and 
the period of lime during which they ate permitted, 
are, in my judgment greater than can be required 
by the exigency cl the oceasion, or than the peo- 
dm the commonwealth would willing tolerate. 
The latter part of the same section, too, lor the first 
time in the legislation of Pennsylvania, expressly 


sanctions the issue of post notes. No portion of 
our citizens, so far as I have been informed, have 
asked this at the hands of the legislature; and the 
policy of issuing them by the banks has been more 
than rendered doubtful by the experience of past 
years, and has been loudly reprobated. 

Thave already stated that the regulations and re- 
strictions imposed upon the banks, were, some of 
them, wise and salutary, and I shall confine my no- 
tice only to some of the principal ones, which 1 con- 
sider peculiarly objectionahle. In the first place, 
this bill provides that the directors of any bank, in- 
dividually or collectively, shall not contract any 
liabilities to the bank, exceeding certain limits; that 
is, when the capital stock actually paid in does not 
exceed $250,000 to the amount of such liability 
sball not exceed the one-sixth part of the aggregate 
loans of such bank, and proceeding to provide that 
as the eapital of each bank increases in amount, 
the relative proportion of liabilities shall also be in- 
creased. Ata cursory glance, this provision might 
appear to be a very considerable security tothe 
public against the monopolizing rapaeity of bank 
directors; but upon more mature consideration, it 
will be manifestly fraught with dangerous conse- 
quences. One of the most grevious complaints 
against the banks of this commonwealth has been 
their over issues and expansions. The direct ten- 
dency of this provision seems to me to be, to pro- 
duce them. If, for instance, a bank has made loans 
loan amount of $100,000, the liability of all tlie 
directors can only amount to one-sixth of this sum. 
But should they wish to obtain more they have no- 
thing to do but to increase the extent of loans to 
$200,000, or to any other sum, without Hmit, and 
they can increase their own liabilities to one-sixth 
of that amount. Itis evidently, therefore, offering 
a direct induceinent to expand their circulation, and 
that, too, perhaps, by loaning their money to nnsonnd 
borrowers, or for purposes not calculated to pro- 
mote the interests of the public. I cannot, there- 
fore, yield my assent to such a provision as this. 

The cashiers of the banks are specially entrusted 
with all their cash and other property; yet by the 
sixth section of this bill, they are prohibited from 
keeping any private or individual acconnt with the 
banks of which they are cashiers. If there be wis- 


dom, or additional security to the public in this, it | 


is, 1 confess, beyond my comprehension. 

A meterial change in the number of votes to 
which stockholders of banks shall be entitled, is 
also made. It is provided that every share of stock 
not exceeding fifty, shall be entitled to a vote, and 


a proportionate increase of votes to the number of 


shares of stock held, is extended to an indefinite 
number, By the law as it stood before fifty shares 
of stock were entitled to thirteen votes with a re- 
lative proportion for any number of shares. Itap- 
pears to ine that the effect of this change would be 
to place the control of each bank in the hands of a 
few persons, and to enable them to monopolize its 
management. 1 cannot think, therefore, that this 


provision is caleulated to advance either the in- | 


terests of the banks or secure the interests of the 
public. : 

This bill further provides that directors hereafter 
fo be eleeted in banks with an amount of capital 
stock paid in not less than three millions of dollars, 
shall be holders of their own right of not less than 
three thousand dollars of the stock ofsaid bank, and 
extending a like proportionate qualification to the 
directors elected in all the other banks. And fur- 
ther providing, that persons to be elected state di- 
rectors, in the Bank of Pennsylvania and the Phila- 
deiphia bank, shall be stockholders to the amount of 
one thousand dollars, and in the Columbia bank and 
Bridge company, to the amount of five hundred dol- 
lars. This whole system, here proposed to be estab- 
lished of requiring the dircctors of the several 
banks of this commonwealth to be the holders ol 
stock to so large an amount, seems to me to be ex- 


| ceedingly objectionable. 1t places the control of the 


banks at once in the hands either of the rich, or of 
the large stockjobbers and stockholders. 
respects the country banks in particular, its opera- 
tion will be a bard one. It will amount to a dis- 
franchiseinent of some of the most competent and 
efficient bank directors in the commonwealth, and 
eventually place the banks in far less competent 
hands, than even those that now manage them. The 
banks are already aristocratie enough, without the 
addition of this, which is in effect, a property qnali- 
fication ta their directors. 1 can see nothing so pe- 
culiar in the character and duties of a bank director, 
as to require, that he shall possess from five hundred 
to three thousand dollars of property, to qualify him 
for it, When no other office in this commonwealth 
requires a similar qualification. Nor do I know that 
experience shows, that it is a wise standard to mea- 
sure a mans? intelligence or capacity by the length 
of his purse. Nor can I believe that in this en- 


So far as | 


lightened age, such a standard ought to be adopted. 
As respects the state directors in the banks referred 
to, it appears to me that the interests of the public 
will be far more likely to be secured by the election 
of state directors, who have no stock, or a very 
small amonat, than by the election of those who 
are interested in having so large an amount of stock 
as this bill requires. "The stockholders in these se- 
veral banks are fully represented by the directors 
whom they elect themselves, and the state, which 
has not a full proportion of representation in the 
board of directors, according to the amount of stock 
she holds, is supposed, in theory, at least, to be 
represented by the state directors elected by the 
legislature. 1s it not nnreasonable therefore to re- 
quire that those who are to represent the interests 
of the state which may sometimes be adverse to 
those of tbe: stockholders, should also be deeply in- 
terested in representing the stockholders who have 
more than their fair share of representation already? 
I cannot approve this feature in the bill, —— 

The provisioos in the 18th section, requiring the 
banks of this commonwealth to issue and pay ont 
none but their own notes, without the consent of 
the parties to whom the same are tendered, is ren- 
dered wholly nugatory by the exception of “special 
contracts." Banks can very easily evade the opera- 
tion of this section, by making a special contract 
with all those who deposite money with them, and 
obtain discounts from them, to take payment for 
the same in current bank notes, or in such manner 
as they may choose to specify. lt is useless to en- 
act a law which can be so easily rendered inopera- 
tive. 

The authority given to the stockholders of the 
bank of the United States, to reduce its capital from 
thirty-five to fourteen millions of dollars, has never 
| been asked for, by either the directors or the stock- 
holders of that bank, and in the form which this bill 
prescribes, seems to me to be unwise and nnneces- 
sary. Ifthe legislatnre is of the opinion, as a great 
many of the citizens of the commonwealth undoubt- 
edly are, that the capital of that bank is too large, 
this bill should have provided imperatively, that in 
order to entitle the bank to enjoy tbe indulgence 
which it gives, the capital should be reduced to such 
sum, as seemed compatible with the public interest. 
This bill, however, leaves it entirely to the discre- 
tion of the stockholders whether its capital should 
be reduced, and in case the stockholders shall choose 
to make the reduction, then the bank is to be re- 
leased from the obligations imposed upon it by its 
charter, of making a permanent loan to the com- 
| raonwealth not exceeding six millions of dollars, 
and a temporary loan not exceeding one million of 
dollars io any one year, at an interest of four per 
cent. The bank is to continue to enjoy all its ex- 
clusive privileges for the length of time for which 
it was incorporated, and to be released from this 
obligation, which at the time of its creation, was 
considered one of the most beneficial to the public, 
contained in its charter. The bank affects to treat 
its charter as a contract. hetween its stockholders 
and the state. It has very recently succeded in 
pleading that contract, as a protection against the 
provisions of the rcsuinption resolutions, passed 3d 
April, 1940. 

A highly competent court has decided, that, under 
the laws and constitution, tbis ebarter exempted it 
from the operation of those resolutions of tbe legis- 
lature, without proof of ihe assent of the bank to be 
honnd by those resolutions; and now it is proposed 
by this bill to extend a most tiberal boon to the bank, 
without subjecting it to the laws and regulations of 
the legislature, which contro] the otber banks of the 
commonwealth. But in relation to this section of 
the bill, a much more grave question is presented. 
The 25th section of the Ist article of the constitu- 
| tion of this commonwealth provides, that “no cor- 
| porate body shall be hereafter created, renewed or 
extended. with banking or discounting privileges 
without six months’ previous publie notice of the 
application for the same, in such manner as shall 
be preseribed by Jaw. Nor shall any charter for 
the purposes aforesaid, be granted for a longer pe- 
riod than twenty years, and every such charter shall 
contain a clause, reserving to the legislature ihe powcr 
to alter, revoke or annul the same, whenever in their 
opinion it may be injurious to the citizens of the 
commonwealth, in such manner however that no in- 
justice shall be done to the corporations," 

lt is conceded that no notice, such as is required 
by this section of the constitution, and the act of Ist 
Juge, 1839, passed in pursuance thereof, has been 
given in relation to the bill now under considera- 
tion. The 17th section of this bill does certainly 
absolve the bank of the United States froin some of 
the conditions iinposed upon it, by the act granting 
its charter, and if the provisions of that section do 
not come within the letter of the 25th section of 
the Ist article of the constitution, they certainly 


stitution quoted, it omits the very important provi- 
sion whicu the constitution requires, of a reseiva- 
tion to the legislature, of tbe “power to alter, re- 
voke or annul the same,” when found injurious to 
the citizens of the commonwealth, upon the terms 
of doing no injustice to the corporators. 

These are the prineipal objections to the form and 
details of this bill, that present themselves to my 
mind, and in addition to these, there are others 
which would render this bill as a measure of relief, 
either to the banks or to tlie public, wholly unavail- 
ing. Ihave retained this bill. without returning it 
to the legislature, almost to the latest period when 
I could do so, with the power of returning it with 
my objections, for the purpose of ascertaining, if 
possible the views of the most enlightened practical 
business men in the community, in relation to its 
various provisions; [ speak advisedly when I say, 
that if this bill were to become a law, it is ques- 
tionable whether one-tenth of the banks of the com- 
monwealth would accept of its provisions. Indeed, 
l can scarcely find atoong either the friends or the 
foes of the banks, or among any party, notwith- 
standing the extent of my intercourse with the citi- 
zens ol the commonwealth, from all quarters, any 
intelligent person who now believes that this bill 
ought to become a law. When it was first present- 
ed to me l examined it in vain fur a single provi- 
sion, Which promised either to give relief to the 
banks, or the people, and I feel strongly fortified in 
my convictions upon the subject, by the coinci- 
dence of the opinions of almost all practical per- 
sons, who so far as 1 know, have expressed opinions 
in all quarters of the commonwealth, and engaged 
in all pursuits of life. 

The present condition of the banks and the citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, is calculated to awaken our 
toost earnest and serious consideration. With an 
ample amount of resources to meet all their liabili- 
ties, and with the assurance that those resources are 
hourly multiplying, our pecuniary affairs are sur- 
rounded with erobarrasstnents and difficulty, and 
the forebodings of many, for the future, seem to af- 
ford little to cheer or encourage. 1 do not myself 
believe, that there is any real ground for the de. 
spondency that seems generally to prevail. We 
have wet with a slight revulsion of fortune, and 
without waiting to estimate its true extent, are 
seized with panic and apprehersion. I fear that 
neither tbe measures adopted by the legislature, nor 
the language held by many of its members is cal- 
culated to dispel this panic and apprehension. Tt 
is one of the incidental evils of a government like 
ours, that not only the condition of the public, but 
every action of those entrusted with the govern- 
ment, is liable to innocent misunderstanding, or in- 
terested misrepresentation. The instant a slight 
disturbance in the prosperous business of the coun- 
try occurs, either [roro any derangement of the ge- 
neral laws of trade, or from the mismanagement of 
the banking institutions ul the country, or from any 
combination of causes, not easily developed, it is 
seized hold of, and made a theme of partizan decla- 
mation against those who happen to differ in their 
political opinions troin the declaimer. ‘Truth is too 
olten sacrificed to expedieucy, and the welfare of 
the publie made to yield to the private or personal 
interests nf those who are contending for power.— 
By such meaus as these, isthe publie mind harrass- 
ed and disturbed, business men checked or driven 
from their avocations—the resources of the country 
depreciated and the measures designed tor the re- 
lief of the people thwarted and rendered fruitless. 

What but the operation of such a state of things 
as this cuuld have produced the prevalent impres- 
sion that the great and substantial state of Pennsyl- 
vania, with herrich and cultivated fields—her inex- 
haustible coal mines—her nomerous furnaces and 
foundaries, was on the verge of bankruptcy—ber 
cilizens within the very jaws of ruin, her business 
inen of all kinds languishing on tbe very point of) 
. general prostration and annihilation. It is true that 
the banks of Pennsylvania have suspended specie | 
payments—and many of her citizens have, by en- 
gaging somewhat too extensively in business or 
speculation, becotoe considerably involved in debt 
and earharrassment, but her banks, with possibly 
one or {wo exceptions, have atople meaus to meet 
all the demands upon them, and those of her citi- 
zens win ae embarrassed, with few exceptions, 
have abundance of property, which may not he 
convertible instantly iuto money, sufficient to pay | 
all their debts, but the resources ol the entne peo- 
ple of the state would almost in a single year, li- 
quidate all tte demands that can be made upon 
them trom abioad. Under such circumstances as 


these, commuuities may regulate themselves by the 
same general rules of wisdom, prudence and econo- 
my, which never fail to extricate individuals from si- 
milar difficulties. The substantial means of the peo- 
ple of Pennsylvania to pay off all. their liabilities, 
are not in the slightest degree impaired, The peo- 
ple vi this communwealth need nothing but a little 
time—reasonable patience under temporary evils— 
the application of their own persevering and hardy 
industry in producing and transporting to market 
her two great staples coal and iron, and the propitions 
blessings of Heaven upon ber harvest fields, to re- 
place thein upon that solid footing of prosperity and 
independence whicl they so proudly occupied be- 
fore they were hurled from it by the rash and head- 
long spirit of speculation, 

Those who, with their eyes open to these things, 
will persist that Pennsylvania and her cittzens have 
been precipitated into the bottom of the gull’ of 


oankruptey, must be permitted to cherish the phan- 
toms of their own creation and wait until the com- 
mon sense of the people, and the return of prosper- 
ous times have convinced them of their error.— 
Those who believe that their own interests, or 
those of the political party with which they happen 
to be associated will be promoted by traducing the 
credit of the state, and representing her condition 
to be one of hopeless indebtedness and distress, 
must be allowed to pursue the course which they 
have seen fit to adopt, until the unerring intelli- 
gence of the people has detected the deception and 
hold them up to the reproof of all honest men for 
attempting to practice upon their credulity, Penu- 
sylvania, like most of the sister states of the union, 
and some of the commercial nations of Europe, has 
engaged, beyond her available means, in trade, en- 
terprises of Improvement, and speculation, but her 
recuperalive energies will enable her to take the 
lead of all of them, in extricating herself froin the 
einbarrassments which beset her. Her resources 
are of a nature that seldom fail in furnishing an 
anuual supply, aud never can want a market. The 
industry of her citizens is untiring, and they love 
not only their nwn state, but its independence, too 
well to repine at the payment of a few dollars tax, 
or the suffering of a teinporary inconvenience, to 
see that state placed beyond the reach of fruitless 
demands made upon her justice, or unanswered 
calls upon her honor. A few may be lonnd whn 
would persuade thetn that their property and in- 
dustry are to be taxed forever, and who would in- 
culcate the unworthy sentiment, that those whn are 
in favor of maintaining the faith and honor nf the 
state antarnished, are the foes of the people; but 
they meet with no encouragement from the great 
mass of honest men, and are justly regarded as faith- 
less or interested advisers. On this important sub- 
ject, public feeling is sound and united, and will do 
much to direct the efforts and inspire confidence and 
resolution among our citizens. — ^ 

Owing to its peculiar geographical position, the 
city of Philadelphia is made the great distributing 
mart of foreign and domestic goods, and manufac- 
tures for a large portion of the western and south- 
ern states of the union. This circumstance has 
rendered both the banks and her citizens debtors to 
a large amount to New York and the northeastern 
states and to Eurnpe, and rendered the purchasers 
of these commodities in the west and south, in the 
same manner indebted to Philadelphia. The mo- 
ment the banks of Pennsylvania, resumed specie 
payments ou the 15th January last, large demands 
upon the banks, merchantsand citizens of Philadel- 
phia, which had been held in reserve in New York 
and the eastern states, both on the account of the, 
citizens of those states, aud on account of the fo- 
reign creditors of Philadelphia were presented to 
the Philadelphia hanks for payment in specie.—- 
Nearly eleven millions of collarsin specie or specie 
funds; were, I believe, drawn from the Philadelphia 
banks, during the nineteen days they continued 
specie payments, and immediately taken out the 
state. This enorioous sum sn drawn out of the 
Philadelphia banks, and the manner in which it | 
was disposed of, strongly leads us to the belief that | 
there must have been sotne combination or ander- | 
standing among those by whoin it was obtained, to | 
make an almost simultaueous rush upon the Phila- | 
delphia banks, either for the purpose of compelling | 
theim again (o suspend, or of restraining in some 
way their general operations. Á 

It is believed that there are large sums stiil due 
from the banks and eitizens of Philadelphia, to the | 
citizens of other states, and to foreign creditors. 
Under the laws of this commonwealth, imposing | 
penalties and anginented rates of interest upon the 
banks, these demands will undoubtedly be made, 
and their efforts for the reliet of the citizens of this, 
commonwealth be fatally restrained and erippled. 

The banks of Pennsylvania having been estab- 


the enforcement of the penalties to which t 
subject, may be safely left in the hands of the peo- 
ple. So long as the existence of the banks is be- 
leved to be useful, and their general ennduct is 
such as to deserve and secure the confidence of the 
public, they will not be distuibed, although hourly 


hey are 


| liable to the infliction of the penalties which the 


laws prescribe. Experience on former occasions 
during suspensions, clearly demonstrates this. If 
it be the interest of the publie that the banks should 
continue to exist, it is the interest of the banks to 
conduct themselves in such a manner as to satisfy 
the publie that such is the fact. 1f the pnblic for- 
bear towards the banks to enforce the penalties, the 
banks should doubtless forbear towards the public, 
to prodnce distress and embarrassment. The banks 
can do much by the mode in which they treat their 
debtors, to create or to diminish our pecuniary dif- 
ficulties. They have not only a right, but it is 
their duty to exact adequate security from their 
debtors, but should they press them unreasonably, 
should they bring to a sheriff’s sale and consequent 
sacrifice, the property of those who, by a safe and 
reasonahle course of treatment, might have paid 
them, they will peril that public conhdence which 
under the law is the shield of their protection, In 
limes of hardship and difficulty like the present, 
matual justice and mutual forbearance on the part 
of the banks and the people, is the great guaranty 
for the rights and interests of both. Let the banks 
of Pennsyivauia therefore act with discretion and 
Justice and they have nothing to fear from the citi- 
zens of this commonwealth. But the citizens of 
other states and the foreign creditors to whom I 
have above referred, have neither the same interests 
nor perhaps the same inclination, in extending in- 
dulgence to the banks of this state, to promote mu- 
tual advantage. It will be within their power to 
hatrass them, and thns to angmentin a very great 
measure the difficulty and embarrassments under 
which the citizens of this commonwealth suffer. It 
seems to me to be the part of duty, and I can see 
no injustice whatever, in protecting the citizens of 
this commonwealth from this impending calamity. 

l regret that the legislature after a session of three 
months should not have devised aad presented to 
me something that would seenre this salutary object. 
I would most cheerfully approve of any measure 
that will protect the banks of this commonwealth 
from being crippled in their uperations, and from 
the forfeiture nf their charters, by combinations of 
hrokers and sharpers of other states,and of Europe, 
to exact the penalties which were originally de- 
signed for the salety and security of the people of 
this commonwealth. Let those persons having de- 
mands against our banks be deprived of no civil re- 
medy, which can be afforded by the law; let our 
courts remain open to them; let them recover judg- 
ments and enloree them by execution, with such 
interest as is allowed in other like eases of debt; but 
the penalties, which can be exacted only at the 
hazard of creating embarrassinent and difficulty 
among our citizens should be reserved to be en- 
forced by our own citizens, who are so deeply in- 
terested in the consequences. Let those who are 
to feel the effects judge who thus will strike the 
blow. Such a law as tliis would be a measure of 
sell preservation, and could give nn just ground of 
complaint to those who would be deprived of no le- 
gal right they now enjoy, aud of no privilege but 
that of annoying and disturhing their neighbors, 
without obtaining any benefit for themselves. 

In all our legislative acts we should remember, 
that without encroaching upon the rights of the ci- 
tizeus of olher states, our first and highest duty is to 
take care of the interests of Pennsylvania. This is 
expected from us hy the people, and less than this 
would be an unpardonable shrinking from onr duty. 

DAVID R. PORTER. 

Exccutive chamber, April 8th, 1841. 

SOUTH CAROLINA, 

Wonld it not be advisable for the governor to 
call an extra session of the legislature? The alarm- 
ing condition of the country seetns to us to require 
it. When Charleston was partially burnt down, 
the emergency was universally deemed of suffi- 
cient importance to assemble the representatives of 
the pcople in extraordinary convention. But what 
was the destruction of a few millions of property 
compared to the dangers that overhang us fium the 
approaching extra session of cougress, aud which 
might be averted by the exercise of a timely firm- 
ness? Let the legislatures meet, put (he state under 
complete military organization, and instruct the go- 
vernor, in case a national bank or protective tariff 
is enacted by congress, to summon forthwith acon- 
vention of the peaple of South Carolina to dehbe- 
rate on the measures necessary to. be taken in de- 
fence of their liberlics, There should be no hesita- 
tion—no delay. Every thing depends on their bold, 


lished for the benefit of the people of Pennsy!vania, | uncompromising decision. His excellency has pledg- 
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ed himself to the world to meet the crisis, should it 
arrive, as it ougbt to be inet. His responsibility is 
great. Let him take no council of timid and inte- 
rested politicians. ‘The people—the people, whose 
servant he is—expect him to do his duty. 
A DEMOCRAT. 
[ Charleston. Mercury, March 31. 

The Philadelphia Sentinel, a Van Buren paper, 
places the above article under the caption of 
“QUEER DEMOCRACY” and adds, *We have not 
patience to comment on it. We think, however, 
that the time is past for further dictation, ou the 
part of South Carolina, to the union. * ME 

We hope, and do not doubt, that congress will 
legislate tor the good of the whole, that a national 
bank will be created—a tariff enacted—the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands distributed among the 
states, and all other conservative measures adopted, 
tending ta the general good. 1t will then be lor all 
the states, South Carolina among the rest, to ac- 
quiesce in the laws; and if any state dare impugn 
or resist theta, the time willhave arrived to test the 
value of the union. 1l it be a rope of sand, it will 
be dissolved—if it be fit for the parposes for which 
it was created, it will be preserved. 

Gen. Mc Duffie’s address. ‘The anniversary of the 
South Carolina State Agricultural society was held 
at Columbia on the 26th of November, 1840, and 
the address was delivered by gen. MeDoffie. 1t is 
unnecessary to say it is able; and although exelu- 
sively southern, or rather local, in its recommenda- 
tions, there is inuch in it to interest the friends of 
agriculture every where. The object proposed in 
the address is to point out some of the most promi- 
nent errors in southern agriculture, and to suggest 
remedies. 

ARKANSAS. 

Iar in the west. We copy the following lrom 
ilie Little Rock Gazette of the 24th ult: 

We are informed by a gentleman recently fiom 
the Indian country, that hostilities had commenced 
between the Choctaw and Kickapoo Indians, on the 
waters of Blue river, in the Choctaw nation. It 
appears that the Kickapoos have, fora number of 
years been eneroacbing on the Choctaw lands, and 
had been frequently requested to desist, to which 
they paid no altention, A few weeks since, the 
Choctaw council deemed it expedient to pass a law 
commanding them to leave their territory, which 
the Kickapoos refused to do, but assembled their 
tribe, nuinbcring twelve hundred warriors, deter- 
mined to resist the execulion of tlie Choctaw law. 
They have, in addition to this, sent the war hatchet 
to the numerous wild and savage tribes who inhabit 
the extensive tract of eountry lying between the 
Choctaw line and the Rocky rooontains. 

Our informant states, that all tbe traders who had 
been residing among the Indians, were busily en- 
gaged in removing their goods to the vicinity of 
Fort Towson for protection. He also stated that a 
runner had been reported with despatches for the 
Indian agent. 

We do not wish lo create any unnecessary ex- 
citement or alarm on thissubject, but we must con- 
tess that if all be true that we have heaid, a large 
torce will be required to bring the Indians to their 
senses. Should the Kickapoos succeed in obtain- 
ing the assistance of the wild tribes, who can tell 
how long the defenceless inhabitants on our fron- 
tier will remain unmolested? We believe that three 


of the military posts on the frontier are garrisoned | 


struction—total 1,057 miles, exclusive of some 
miles of common roads in sparsely settled portions 
of the slate. 

Rail roud. Lexingtanand Ohio. The work ofa 
company. This road is completed, and in opera- 
tion from Lexington to Frankfort, 28 miles, and 
from Louisville to Portland, 3 miles, and is incom- 
plete and suspended between Frankfort and Louis- 
ville, 66 iniles. 

Canal. Louisville and Portland. This is also 
the work of a company, and was constructed la over- 
come the falls of the Ohio—completed in 1820—2 
miles 100 yards long—lockage, at low water, 24 feet 
—cost about $1,000,000. Number of steamboats, 
that passed through the canal in 1840, 1,231; flat 
and keel boais, 392, witb an aggregate tonnage of 
224,841 tons. Amount of tolls received $134,904; 
dividend for the year, 12 percent, The dividend 
for 1839 was 17 per cent. 

River lock navigation for steam boats. Exclusively 
state works. There are under contract and in pro- 
gress five locks and dams on the Green river, form- 
ing 195 miles of navigation; five on the Kentucky, 
forming 95 miles; and five on the Licking, forming 
51 miles. Total 15 locks and daios, forming a 
steamboat navigation of 341 miles, Several of the 
locks on the Kentucky and Green rivers are so far 
completed as to be avatlable tor the purpose of navi- 
gation. An immense and valnable water power 
has been created hy those locks and dams, some of 
which is already applied to propelling machinery, 
and extensive preparations are making for its further 
application. 

Descending navigation. Consisting of wing dams, 
and the removal of obstructions to the descent of 
coal boats, &c. on the Cumberland and other 
streams. 

Expenditures by the state up to November 30, 1840. 
On turnpike roads and bridges $2,126,630 
On Lexington and Ohio rail 


road 215,000 
On river, lock navigation 1,554,827 
On descending navigation 11,982 


Onsurveys and general expenses 1,104,147 
—_— 4,012,656 
The whole amount required te complete 
the work under contracts, including the 
amount dne by the state at the above date, 
is estimated by the board of internal im- 
provement, as follows: 
On rivers 
On roads 


687,057 
750,003 
1.137,060 
Total amount which will have been ex- 
pended by the state, upon the completion 
\of all the works now under contract and in 
| progress $5,419,696 
Individuals have expended, in the construction of 
the works above enumerated, about four millions ol 
dollars, or an amount equal to that expended by the 
state. 


Finances of the state. 
The bonds sold by the state for iaternal improve- 
ment pruposes, are as follows, viz: 
1,385,000 5 per els. annual interest $69,250 


1,765.500 6 per cts. do. 105,930 
600,000 do. six year bonds — 36,000 


I Total annual interest $211,150 
If to this be adiled a temporary loan of $40,000 


| Total $3,750,500 


dends on bank stock purchased by the commission- 
ers of the sinking fund; revenue from the public 
works; profits of the slate from the penitentiary; 
profits of the Cominonwealth's bank, and the pto- 
ceeds of the state stock in the old Bank of Ken- 
tucky. 

The income of this fund, heretofore, has not only 
been sufficient to meet all demands upon it for in- 
terest on loans, but has left a large annual surplus 
for re-investment. Last year, however, the com- 
missioners report a deficiency of receipts to meet 
the expenditures of $10,802. This, they report, ‘is 
attributable mainly to the failure of the Bank of 
Kentucky to declare its usual dividend, the cause of 
which is well known to be in consequence of the 
fraud of the Schuylkill Bank of Philadelphia. The 
three dividends, thus withheld, are estimated at 
$157,788; and lor the year 1840, at $105,192. The 
deficiency in the sinking fund for the next year, the 
commissioners estimated would be $110,207. 

To meet this deficiency and preserve the faith 
and honor of the state inviolate, the legislature, at 
their late session, passed an act raising the state 
tax from ten cents upon every one hundred dollars 
worth of property, to fifleen cents, with this proviso: 
“That the additional tax hereby authorised to be 
raised, shall, when paid into the treasury, be carried 
to the credit of the sinking fund, to be applied ta 
the payment of principal and interest of the debts 
now owing by the state of Kentucky for works of 
internal imnprovemeat.”* 

The whole value of the taxable property in the 
state in 1840, as reported by the second auditor, was 
$272,250,027. Under the former law, he estimates 
| the nett amount of revenue collectable by sheriffs 
for the current fiscal year at $245,354. Under the 
present law, therefore, the additional tax raised will 
be $422,677—1he whole of which is to go tothe 
sinking fund—and it thus appears evident that am- 
ple provision has been made to meet the estimated 
deficiency of $110,207 for the current year. So 
soon as the Bank of Kentucky resumes the pay- 
ment of dividends, there will be an annual surplus 
of npwards of $100,000 to be vested and re-invesl- 
ed in the purchase of our own bonds, or other un- 
doubted securities, thas compounding this annuity 
ata rate of atleast six per cent. The committee on 
the sinking fund, in response to a resolution of the 
house, instructing them to inquire into the effect 
and expediency of this measure, state that “they 
have availed themselves ofthe services of Mr. M. 
R. Stealey, resident engineer upon the Kentucky 
river, in the preparation of a table, such as that re- 
quired in the resotution, which is relerred to as a 
part hereof. As to the propriety and expediency 
ol providing a fund tor the extinguishment of the 
state debt, they entertain no doubt, and the result 
shown by the table is, in their opinion, the strong- 
est argument that can be used in its favor, and one 
which your committee deem conclusive." It ap- 
pears [rom this table thata sum of $100,000 placed 
annually in a permanent fund, anil compounded at 
the rate of 6 per cent. would, at the expiration of 
20 years from the time of the first payment, amount 
lo $3,899,273, and in 30 years to $5,380,168. This 


2273, 3 
system has been adopted successfully in other coun- 
tries and formed the basis of Mr. Pitts’ celebrated 
sinking fond in England. 

The whole amount of the surplus revenue of the 
United States received hy the state of Kentucky, 
was $1,433,757 58. Of this $850,000 was set apart 


by about two hundred and seventy inen, who would | from the banks, the total liabilities of the state will | as a permanent school fund, and invested in inter- 
be utterly unable to hold the Indians in check, be $3,190,500, aud the annual interest, inclusive of | nal improvement bonds. A portion ol the dividends 
(should depredations be committed or hostilities | $8,120 exchange on interest payable in the east, | have been re-invested in the sume manner, and ihe 
against the whites be commenced), or to defend | will be $222,000. Those bonds, with the excep-| accumulated araaunt now is $937,500. The resi- 
the public property now ander their charge. Thus} lion of the six year one hundred dollar bonds, are | due of the surplus was subscribed and paid into the 
it becomes necessary that the general government| made redeemable at various periods from 1865 to| Bank of Kentucky, as a part of the 5th million in 


sbould send troops to Arkansas, for the protection | 1872. 


of her citizens, to say nothing of what the govern- 
meut is in justice bound to perform in regard tu 
inatters of this kind. 

KENTUCKY. 

Public works, state debt, revenue, &c. &e. Al- 
though there is much interest evinced on those sub- 
jects by the public at large, yet there are but com- 
paratively few individuals who are willing to wade 
through the mass of ducuments published annually 
by the legislature, for the purpose of arriving at 
detailed inlormation—sotme have not leisure or m- 
clination, and many bave nat the opportunity. ‘The 
following synoptical view of those subjects, there- 
tore, prepared carclully from ollicial documents, 
may be acceptable and interesting to some of your 
reader. { Frankfort Commonwealth. 

Public works. 

Turnpike roads. Those are constructed by incor- 
porated companies, in which the state has subserib- 
ed fiom one-half to two-thirds of the capital stock, 
the remainder heing made up by individual subserip- 
ton. There are about 620 miles completed, and 
437 miles under contract and in progress of con- 


They have been disposed of at an aggregate 

net profit of $54,588 over and above their par value, 

d deducting the expenses ol negotiation, as Jol- 

ows: 

To American Life Insurance and Trust 
company 

To Prune, Ward and King 

To war department 


1,250,000 
100,000 
165,000 


To Northein Bank of Kentucky 335,000 
To Bank of Kentucky 330,000 
‘To board of education 937,500 
To individoals 33,000 


To do. six year bonds, 600,000 


DA $3,750,500 
The interest on those bonds has been heretotore 
paid exclusively from. the income of the sinking 


the capital stock of that bank. The subseription 
of the state, at this time, amonnts to $700,000 in 
the 5th million, exclusive of the original subscrip- 
tion of one million. In addition to this, the state 
has acquired by purchase, through the commission- 
ers ol the sinking fund, 2,399 shares, and the board 
of education 735 shares in the same bank. ‘The 
cominissioners of the sinking fund also hold 400 
shares in the Northern bank, and 175 shares in the 
Bank of Louisville. The whole number of shares 
of bank stock held by the state, by purchase, is 
10,709, which at par value would be worth 1,070,900 
dollars. The state also holds of lier own bonds 
$937,500, making upwards of ftro millions in bonds 
and stocks as ati offset against her comparatively 
light indebtedness. 

Sueh is the fiscal condilion of the slate, as exhi- 


lund, established for that purpose, and without any 
aid from taxation. ‘The resources ol this fund are 


hited by the public records, and it is not hazarding 
much to say, “that Kentucky, in conjunction with 


—tax on the capital stock of the banks; excess of | enterprising and public spirited individuals, has 
dividends on two millions of stock owned by the} accomplished more than any other state in the 
state in the banks, alter paying the interest on the | anion in proportion to the amount of her state debt, 
five per cent. scrip issoed to those institutions and | What she has done has scarcely cost her an effort; 
held by them for the original subscriptions; divi- | what she may yet accomplish, will depend upon the 
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exertion to which she may put forth her latent en- 
ergies, and call into more useful activity the ele- 
ments of her ample resources and growing prospe- 
rity.” Public sentiment and legislative action, 
however, would indicate her policy to be, not to em- 
bark in any new enterprise, at feast until the works 
now in progress shall have been completed and 
their usefulness fully tested by experience. 

The following statistical view of Kentucky, Ohio 


and Indiana, derived from official documents of the | Neat cattle, 612,244 do. 9,183 660 
past year, exhibits some uileresting facts in rela-| Sheep, 486,751 do 953,502 
tion to those subjects. Swine, 1,445,925 do 4,337,775 
2 Kentucky. | Ohio. Indiana. | Poultry do. 340,600 
No. acres assessed| 17.144, 899| 19,093,575] 5,273,120 | Bushels of wheat, 3,263 552 do 2,020,720 
Value of do. 3127, 122,509) 64,523,045)58,343,992 | Bushels of barley, buckwheat and d cds 
rir value per EM 3 25 mos ESAE: 119,366 e do. 76,170 
vae sf rosea Tore AME 295, 58. anoo ys Fi soa so BUsHels oLoals nu E. do 1,136356 | 
Value of slaves, $62,218,989 Bushels of coru, 22,523,635 do 4,504,727 
Value of personal Pounds of wool, 624,948 do 285,457 
propery 859,412,745| 26,919,041|20,908.508 | Pounds of beeswax, 26,676 do. 6,669 
Total value 3272,250,0271112,031,561|21,756,019 Bushels of potatoes, 2,086,516 — do. 521,629 
Do. per $1,000. va- a m o Tous of hay, 138,125 do 1,105,500 
uatton bd " 140| Tons of flax and h 5.6 G0 40 
Am't of state tax $230,216 562,993| 192,751 | Pounds ot C S Ee Eu 
P ^ de 10 50 1S) Pounds of sugar, 399,713 do 49,964 
opular vole iur ae b a € : m. 
peer 91105|  272,937| 116,906 pM De aen do. ot 
Average individual P: det ts apo 445.621 
wealth $2,935 401 455 | Products of orchards 148,152 


I may be remarked that, in addition to the state 
tax of 562,993 dollars assessed iti Ohio, tliere were 
assessed in 1840, lor county purposes, 572,147 dol- 
lars—for road, township and poor tax, 329,711 dol- 
lars—for corporation, publie building and bridge 
tax, 130,493 dollars, and some others, making the 
total amount ol taxes for the year 1,049,540 dollars; | 
and yet, with this enormous burthen of taxation, 
there is not, perhaps, in tbe union a more prosper- 
ous and flourishing state than Ohio. Indiana has 
passed a tax law of 40 cents on the 100 dollars, in 
addition to a poll tax of 75 cents, and the estimated 
amount ofthe state tax, for 1341, is $592,526. 

From the foregoing comparalive statements, it 
will be perceived that, the assessed value of the 
real estate of Kentucky, 1s nearly equal to that ul | 
Ohio and Indiana togetker; that the total value ot | 
property of alt kinds in Kentucky is more than don- 
ble that of Ohio, and nearly treble that of Indiana; 
that our state debt, as compared with our assessed 
means, is less than one-seventh that of Ohio, and one- 
lenih that of Indiana; that taxes are lighter, and in- 
dividual wealth greater in Kentucky, than in Ohio 
or Indiana. 

I have thus endeavored to shew, in a concise 
manner, the fiscal condition of the state, and her 
resources—our ability to meet our engagements— 
our willingness and determination todo so. We 
bave done so heretofore, and no one acquainted 
with Kentucky, or Kentuckians, will, fora moment 
doubt that we shall continne to do so hereatter. 

Slave law. We learn from the Lexington (Ky.) 
Observer, that on the 31st ult. judge Woolley pro- 
nonnced the law of 1833, which prohibits the iutra- 
duction of slaves into the commonwealth, unconsti- 
tutional. Since this decision, it is stated, several 
prosecutions, which had recently been institnted, 
have been abandoned. It is suggested that judge 
Woolley, who is said to have displayed “great le- 
gal ability and profound constitutional research” on 
the occasion, write out and publish his opinion; and 
this it is to be hoped he may do, that the court of 
appeal may have before them, in a shape which 
cannot be misunderstood, the grounds of a decision 
which will create very general surprise, both in and 
out ol Kentucky. 

ILLINOIS. 

Statistics. J. S. Townsend, esq. of Alton, has 
prepared from the papers of the United States mar- 
shal a tabular statement, exhibiting a view ofthe po- 
pulation of Illinois frotn the U. States census of June, 
1840; and the produce of agriculture, commerce, 
manufactures, &c. of each county in the state. 

‘The writer says—The population of the state, as 
furnished by the deputy mars 
thousand less than the returns of the state census, 
taken from the first ol September. Omitting Irac- 
tions, and the population of Hlinois in 1840, varied 
but little from 450,000. T 
presidential electiun, was 93,010. 

He adds, the amount of produce, and 
aud value of stock, as obtained by the marshal, ar 
al least one-third below the true amount. In mul- 
titudes of families no account was given, a 
with any correctness. The people, in many 1n- 
stances, misunderstood the matter. 
they were to he taxed for every article aud refused, 
and many of the deputy marshals finding it rather 
unpopular to make so many specific inqniries, pre- 
ferred to pass over the business, or put down vague 
aud small amount. 
bounds to add fifty per cent. 
sheep, swine, poultry and vari 


| this number, he states that the difficulties w 


| have been drawn o 


and thirly-three per cent. to all other products as a 
fair estimate of the property of onr young and ris- 
ing state. 

The slate census of 1835, g 
Ilinois a traction short of 270,000. There 
been an increase in five years of more than 210,000. 
We give the lollowiug synopsis of the tables: 
Population of the state, 476,273. 

No of horses and mules, 200,741 val. 


Domestic goods 

Products of gardens and nurseries 

No. of stores, 1,374, capital invested 

Skins, ginseng, &c. value of 

Brick and lime, value of 

Carriages and wagous manufactured 

Number of flour, grist, saw and oil mills, 1,502. 

Value of flour, &c. manufactured 2,306,619 

No. of brick and frame houses built in 1839, 4.320. 

Value of honses 2,044,168 

Number of tanneries, 154. 

Sides of sole and upper leather, 63,808, 
valuation 


1,102,096 
97,996 
4.635,457 
258 838 
262.406 


Saddles, &c. value of producis 235,252 
Number of distilleries and breweries, 153. 
Gallons produced, 1,554,109, value 388 527 
Products of manufactures not enumerated 361,522 
Capital invested in manufactures not enu- 

merated 338,195 
Total amount of capital invested in manu- 

factories 2,969,912 
Total value of products of the severat 

counties, exelusive of the capital in- 

vested, and cost of buildings 51,411,606 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Tbe report made by a committee of the stock- 
holders of this institution, inserted in the last Re- 
GISTER, has brought out Mr. Biddle, in reply— 
three letters trom whom have been published,—the 
first of which, explaining the celebrated “cotton spe- 
culation,” belongs to the history ot the times, and 
throws considerable light on that transaction. liis 
inserted in this number, and will be followed by 
the other two. 

In Mr. Biddle’s first letter, which we insert in 
hich 
the United States now experience, 
u “by the efforts to break down 
the banks of New York—a real cause ol all the cis- 
| asters to the Bank of the United States." 
| That the Bank of the U 
vania W 
specie pay 
| trom New t 
| apprised, but that they had invited such 
ia retaliation, by 
of that city to stop, 


the Bank ol 


ments by reason of detoands on them 


hals, is about three |€ 


he popular vote at thej ve 


the number! 18 
e| bank o 


t least | elucidated by re 


Many fancied | Saturday, 


We shouid regard it within due | u 
to the horses, cattle or | 1n 
ous kinds of grain, ' foss must resu 


Biddle is the fiist to a 
We shall probably 
dent in the war betw 
Wall street and Chesnut strect, 
«demonstration — and, 1f we are to cre 
York papers, the seconc 
d; but the third was fatal. 
Neither of Mr. Biddle's othe 
further explanation on this poiat. 
American, of the 20th inst. 
rsion ol the affair—as follows: 
The atlempt to break the N. Yo 
39—now admitted to have been m 
f Pennsylvania, to some of th 
we adverted yesterday— 
calling the occurrences 0 


nnounce. 


of which 


The Liverpoo 
24ih Augus 
vious to her departure the fam 
guer & Co. were sold by the 
of this city. 


These bills were pressed on the market with great | 
t which they were suld 
lation to ascertain that 
on to the sellers, 


rgency, and tlie rales à 
ade it matter of easy calcu 1 
lt from the operati 


ave the population of 
has 


$9,023,245 


135,742 | 


nited States of Pennsyl- 
as, in the last instance, compelled to stop 


York and eastward, the public had been 
a measure 
attempting to compel the banks 
is a development which Mr. 


find out that it is but an inci- 
een the great muney marts of 
in which the first 
dit the New 
| “demonstration” also—fail- 


r leiters make any 
The New York 
furnishes us with their 


rk banks in August, 
ade by the 
e circumstances 
may be farther | an 
f the day, 
i steamer was to leave this port on 
t, and during the week pre- 
ous bills on Hottin- 
United States bank | 


who were to remit the specie they p 

order meet the bills. As, doce oe 
then a borrower in Europe, inquiry was uaturall 
excited as to what these drafts could mean. The 
doubt was soon resolved hy the demands of cum 
from onr banks ou Monday 26th, and Tuesday 27th. 
It is computed that the specie withdrawn hy the U. 
States bank here, on these two days, with the sums 
demanded in the current month, amonnted to abont 
one million two hundred thousand dollars—being a 
balance in its favor created by the sale of post nates 
and the Hottinguer bills. The circumstances under 
which the demand of Tuesday was made, that of 
Monday not having produced the desired effect, 
turnish the explanation, as it seems to us, of the 
motive. Half an hour before 3 o'clock—the usunal 
| bour of closing the banks—drafts were sent in trom 
the United States bank here, with a peremptory de- 
mand tor specie on the spot, and with a notary at 
hand to protest in case of demur. 

At the bank of the state of New York, a draft 
for $80,000 was handed in. The teller said it 
should be paid as soon as possible. The presenter 
of the dralt replied that it must be paid instanta- 
neously, or the check be given back; that he had 
no discretion. The cashier being called, aad in- 
formed of what was going on, said Ae had a discre- 
tion in the matter, and that he should nol give back 
the cheek, and that it should be paid by 3 o'clock. 
| Orders were given accordingly to count out the 
| specie— which was not quite accomplished when 
| the clock struck three. Upon the stroke, appeared 
| the notary, with a duplicate of the draft in the hand- 
writing af Mr. Young, the cashier of the United 
States bank here, and prepared to protest it for non- 
payment. Seeing, however, the money was there, 
and forthcoming, the protest could not decently be 
made; and thus the plot was defeated, for other 
banks having in like manner paid promplly the 
drafts upon them, the boped-for panie and protests 
were disappointed. 

If the New York banks could have been made 
to iefuse a specie dratt, the alarm consequent upon 
| the notoriety of that fact, would, it was hoped, 
cause a run upon them that would force a suapen- 
sion, and then the Philadelphia banks,—and espe- 
cially the Bank ol the United States of Pennsyl- 
vania, which foresaw its inability to con!inue specie 
paytnents—would have been preceded, and so far 
justified, in suspension, by those of New York. 

But the plot failed, and now we have the testi- 
mony of Mr. Cowperthwaite, as to how the ineans 
selected for its furtherance recoiled upon the heads 
of the inventors. The Hottinguer drafts, which 
were to ruin New York—drawn without funds, 
credit, ar advice—fites, in the worst sense of the 
word—were dishonored, and broke the Bank of the 
United States of Pennsylvania, leaving New York 
unscathed. True, the bank in Phitadelphia stop- 
ped payment on the 9th, on bonds payable on that 
day in this city and on its notes in Philadelphia— 
aud the Liverpool steamer returned here only on 
the 10th October, bringing the accounts of the dis- 
| honar of the drafts on Hottinguer—but that bank 
doubtless anticipated the fate ot its bills, for it had 
previously been warned by the Hottinguers that 
they could not accept without being covered—and 
their other liabilities increasing around them, the 
bank yielded a little—and only a little—in advance 
of the publication of the fact of its dishonored bills 
—and that fact put the seal upon its credit. 

Still the bitterness and vindictiveness against 
| New York, which persisted against all odds in being 
honest,—survived, and failing to break the banks 
before the suspension in Philadelphia, the next ef- 
fort wasto stir up the merchants and others here, 
who felt severely the pressure of the times, to call 
upon our banks for an extension of discounts, —the 
certain road, under the cireumstances, as the Phila- 
delphia banks had proved, to insolvency. 

Hence the public meeting at the City hotel, on 

23d October, which many of our readers doubtless 
remember, both for its mischievous tendency, and 
happily uapurposed proceedings. Who the parties 
were that prompted that meeting, that endeavored 
|to indice. honorable men to take part in it as oli- 
cers, and urged it on to peremptory calls upon the 
banks, will now, it is hoped, be exposed; and when 
this is done, it will be seen that in all this thing the 
hand of the United States bank of Pennsylvania, 
d its officers and agenta here, is to be traced. 
It is pertinent to add, that the Bank of the United 
States here is one of the free banking associations; 
that its whole capital is $200,000, invested in state 
stock, deposited with the comptroller for the secu- 
rity of its notes; and that the sole partners are Geo. 
Grisvold, of New York, and Rich'd Alsop, of Phi- 
ladelphia, who is also a director of the Bank ot the 
United States of Pennsylvania. 

Besides Mr. Biddle’s letters, the follow 
nations bave been published: 


ing expla- 
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LETTER FROM MR. DUNLAF. 
To the commitiee of stockholders of the Bank of the 
United States. 

GENTLEMEN: Your report to the stockholders of 
the 5th April inst. contains the following passage, 
viz; “On the 29th Apnl, 1839, the bank guaranteed | 
a contract entered into by Mr. Thomas Dunlap, in 
his individual capacity, for the purchase of one mil- 
Jion of dollars of Illinois and Michigan laud stock.” 

This statement, witbout proper explanation, is 
calculated to produce false impressions. The con- 
tract was made by me for the sole use and benefit 
of the bank. 1t was entered into with the commis- 
sioners of the state of Illinois, on the 29th of April, 
1839, at the Bank of the United States, the same 
day oa which the bank guaranteed it, and instantly 
plaeed on file with similar docuinents in the bank, 
where it has ever since remained. Proper and ex- 
plicit entries in regard to it were promptly made on 
the books of the bank where distinct entries also of 
each of the payments made under it appear. The 
sterling six per cent. bonds were originally deli- 
vered by the authorities of Illinois, not to me, but 
to the proper officer of the bank, and immediately 
after their receipt were transmitted by the cashier 
to the agent of the bank iu London, by whom they 
were subsequently hypothecated, with other securi- 
ties, for loans to the Bank of the United States, in 
which position I believe they still reraain. They | 
were never in my possession, nor had J any person- 
alinterest in them whatever. Tbe payment for 
them as appears by the contract, was to be made in 
ten monthly instalments, although the whole amount 
of bonds was delivered. The bank has had the in- 
terest of six per cent. on these bonds Irom the be- 
ginning, punctually paid to it by the state of Ili- 
nois, and the benefit of the funds raised by their 
deposite in Europe. 

As all these facts are of record in the books and 
papers of the bank, I regret that the committee did 
not think proper to connect them with the above 
statement in regard to myself, except that the con- 
tract was made in my name. As similar contracts, 
of record in the bank, were found to have been 
made by preceding officers, I had no connexion 
with or interest 1n the bonds in question. Very 
respectfully, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS DUNLAP. 

Philadelphia, April 8, 1841. 

LETTER FROM MR. BINNEY. 

The late report by “the committee of investiga- 
tion appointed at the meeting of the stockholders 
of the Bank of the United States," contains the fol- 
lowing paragraph:— 

“In addition to these sums, he (Mr. Jaudon) was 
allowed by the exchange committee an extra com- 
mission of one percent. upon atoan effected in Oc- 
tober, 1839, of 800,000 pounds, say 37,755 dollars 
56 cents, and upon his claim lor a similar commis- 
sion upon subsequent loans, in France and Holland, 
to the amount of 8,337,141 dollars 90 cts. the board 
of directors, under the sanction of a legal opinion 
from counsel of high standing, and the views of the 
former president, by whom the agreement with Mr. 
Jaudon was made, that the case o( extraordinary 
loans was not anticipated rior meant to be included 
in the original agreement, allowed the further 
charge of $3,970 dollars 37 cente.” 

It us understood that 1 am the counsel referred 
to. Whether the committee read the opinion 1 gave 
to Mr. Jaudon,—ior it was to Mr. Jandon that the 
opinion was given, and not to the bank,—I do not 
know; bat they have mistaken its import, if they 
mean to represent that it sanctioned any particular 
allowance for the service alluded to. This part of 
the report is not perfectly clear; but the ineaning 
which by some of its readers is attributed to the | 
clause, is inaccurale. 

I gave no opinion to Mr. Jaudon, nor to any one, 
that he was entitled to compensation lor the servi 
ces mentioned, to the amount stated, nor to any! 
particular amount, I was not consulted upon any | 
such question. The point upon which he asked 
my opinion was this and this only, — Whether the 
service of ellecting loans, for the ank, in. France 
and Holland under a power of attorney of 23d Au- 
gust, 1839, was embraced by the agreement in the 
president’s letter of 7th October, 1337, under which | 
he became the agent of the bank, in Loudon, so as 
to he included in the rule ol compensation preserib- 
ed by that agreement,—and I gave him my opinion 
that it was not; and not being within the agreement, 
that il stood upon the fnoting of services whieh he 
was free to perform or not at his pleasure, and if 
performed, for such compensation as Inight be 
agreed upon, or as should be just, if there was no 
express agreement. What in particular he was 
entitled ta claitn for the service, 1 was not asked, | 
and did not say. My opinion was founded upon tlie 
two writings referred to, and not upon the cominu- 


nication of views subsequently expressed by any 
one else. 

I must not he understood to imply that Mr. Jau- 
don was not entitled to all that he received for the 
critical service of negociating the continental loans. 
There is perhaps a known rule of compensation for 
sach services in Europe. But mean to say, that I 
did not give him or any one an opinion upon any 
other point jn his case, than that which 1 have 
stated, and that no other point was submitted to 
me. HORACE BINNEY. 

Philadelphia, April 10, 1841. 

LETTER FROM MR. BIDDLE. 
Andalusia, Bucks county, April 9, 4841. 
Hon. John M. Clayton, Dover, Delaware: 

My pear srr: You are aware that it is now two 
years since the state of my health compelled me to 
leave the service of the bank. From that moment 
I have been wholly occupied with otber matters, 
and have had not the slightest direction of its affairs, 
as both my inclination and my duty concurred in 
the propriety of leaving to those who had the re- 
sponsibility the entire control of its inanagement.— 
This total abstinence of mine docs not seem to be 
understood or appreciated, for, since the misfortunes 
of the bank, I find myself reproached for things of 
which I knew nothing, and denounced as the cause 
of all the troubles which have befallen not only the 
Bank of the United States but every man in the 
whole country. Being very indifferent to popular 
clamor, and never suffering myself to be influenced 
by it to do what I disapprove, I have contradicted 


nothing and explained nothing, because I could do! Deposites 


neither without injury to the interests of the bank; 
but its present prostration relieves me from that fas- 
tidiousness, for its pecuniary affairs will scarcely 
suffer from any explanation of mine. Accordingly 
I now feel at liberty tosay and to prove to you that 
when I left the institution, two years ago, it was in 
a safe and prosperous situation, and that whatever 
misfortunes have since come npoo it, iny admini- 
stration can in no wise be charged with them. 

To this 1 now proceed. 

For thirteen years, from 1823 to 1836, I was pre- 
sident of the Bank of the United States. The great 
object of my labors was to seeure to the whole 
country the blessings of a sound and uniform cur- 
rency; and now that the subjeet is historical, I 
think I may venture to say ibat the currency and 
the exchanges of the United States attained a de- 
gree of perfection scarcely known elsewhere. It 
was of that system the committee of ways and means 
of the house of representatives of the United States 


said, in 1830, «1t may be confidently asserted thal 


no country in the world has a circulating medium 
of greater uniformity tban the United States." And 
again, “lt gives to tlie national curr 
fect uniformity, that ideal perfection to which a 
currency of gold and silver in so extensive a coun- 
try could have no pretensions,” 

- It was of that system that the committee on fi- 
nance ot the senate of the United States said 


“That the United States are in the enjoyment of 


a uniform national currency not only sound and 
uniform in itself, and perfectly adapted to all the 
purposes of the government and the community, but 
more sound and uniforia than that possessed by 
any other country. It is not easy to Imagine, it is 
scarcely necessary to desire, any currency better 
than this.” 

The bank closed its affairs in 1836, when a board 
of valuation of the stock was formed 
a committee of the late Bank of the United States, 
consisting of Caleb Cope, Robert Ralston, jr. and 
John Bolilen, and a committee of the present Bank 
of the United States, consisting of Ambrose White, 
Matthew Newkirk and Richard Price; who called 
to their aid three disinterested citizens, John Moss, 
Benj. W. Richards and Robert Toland. 

‘This committee, in its negociation with the com. 
missioners of the governinent, began by offering for 
every sh 
missioners declared that “they estimated the stock 
fo be worth #115 69 per share, cash valuation,” 
adding “that this was consideaably below their for- 
mer estimates, and positively the lowest point at 
which they would fix the valuation.” Finally, the 
bank agreed to pay $115 58 per share. This was 
done by a bowd of directors, consisting of 

Joshua Lippincott, Caleb Cope, 

Manuel Eyre, John Boblen, 

John R. Netf, Thomas Dunlap, 

Williain Platt, AC Vanderkemp, 

Ambrose White, May Humphreys, 

Matthew Newkirk, Cheyney Hickinan, 

Richard Price, 

Thus far, at least, every thing was safe and pros- 
perous, 

The bank then herame merely a state institution 
and although it had to encounter the hostility of th 


5 
e 


dominant party of the United States, and the vio- 
lence of local and riva! opposition, still it was able 
to maintain itself against all these obstacles with 
unimpaired resources and credit. This will be ob- 
vious by examining the statement of its affairs, pre- 
pared about the tiine I left the bank, as it is report- 
ed by this committee. . 

Discarding any array of figures wbich would not 
be intelligible, that statement shows clearly these 
results; 

Its whole liabilities were, on the 1st April, 1839— 


For circulation 4511,571,024 
Deposites 4,473,595 

All other debis 19,376,892 
$35,421,614 


Its means were— 
Discounts 39,854,004 
Stocks, and due by the state 18,358,705 


Reat estate and mortgages 1,718,456 
State bank notes and debts — 8,748,084 
M. King and the U. States 45,412 
Specie 3,069,580 
Resulting balances—say due 
by agencies 3,047,345 
— 74,841,566 


being more than two dollars for one of its liabilities. 
Comparing this with thelast statement of the Bank 
of England which I have seen, that ofthe Ist of Fe- 
bruary, 1541, it is to the advantage of the Bank of 
the United States. 

Thus, the Bank of England had— 


eucy that per- 


» composed of 


are of S100 the suin of $111 47. ‘The com- | 


Circulation — 16,230,000 | Securities 22,595,000 
7,365,000 | Bullion 3,816,000 
33,595,000 26,111,000 


While the Bank of the United States, throwing out, 
to make the comparison accurate, the debts on one 
side, and an equal amount of securilies on the other, 
would present these points: 


Circulation — 11,571,124 | Securities 52,395,166 
Deposites 4,178,595 | Bullion 3,069,508 
16,044,719 55,464,674 


Ifthe extraordinary revulsion of the Jast two years 
has caused a depreciation in the state stocks, that 
jisa misfortune, nota fault. They were, at the time, 
of my retirement, worth at least what had been 
paid for them. 

Take, for instance, the rates of American stocks 
at London in January and February, 1839, as they 
were known here in March. 


Pennsylvania 65's 93 | Illinois 6's 93 
Mississippi 5’s 93 | Kentucky 6's 91 
Ohio 6's 99 | Louisiana 5's 95 


Add to these prices an exchange of eight or nine 
per cent. and these stocks were all above par. 

In March, 1839, moreover, there was nothing to 
disturb the ropose of the moneyed world. The ge- 
neral ease of moneyed affairs was apparent. In 
England the bank actually reduced the rate o£ its 
discount to three per cent. and the following quota- 
tions from the London Mercantile Journal, which 
happens to be at hand, will show how uniform and 
low was the rate of discount there. 

Jannary 14.—*Dizeounts on banker’s bills have 
been 3} per cent.” 

February 19.—*Discounts on the 
tinne at 34 per cent.” 

On the 25th of March, 1839 —“Money on hank- 
ers’ bills has been available at the same terms as 
quoted last week. First merchants’ paper has been 
33 to 4} per cent. discount.” 

April 2.—“Bankers’ bills have been currently 
done at 33 to 3j per cent." 

April 9.—« Money lias been rather plentiful than 
otherwise, and discounts continue at from 34 to 4 
per cent.” 

May 7.—'Money lias been more plentiful. Still 
ga continue at 3} to 4 per cent. on bankers’ 

ills. 

In this counlry stoeks were high, and, what was 
more important, the internal exchanges were low 
and uniform, and the foreign exchanges did not re- 
quire any exportation ofsperie, Take, for instance, 
the prices of those securities then most sought after 
and since so much depreciated. 


first paper con- 


Thus In March, 1839. In March, 1841. 
Bank of the U. States , 116 17 
Pennsylvania 5's 106 72 
Bank of Philadelphia 106 75 
Planters’ bank of Natchez 92 10 
Vicksburg 69 5 
Schuylkill navigation 6's 125 65 
Lehigh canal 90 19 


The domestic exchanges were all perfectly settled 
and very reasonable. That with New Orleans was 
at hom par fo 4 per cent. premium; that with 
Natchez at par to 4 diseount; and the highest rate of 
charge for drafts at sight from the most distant parts 
of the country did not exceed four per cent. 
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Finally, the bank had just closed its struggles 
with the general and state governments. It had ar- 


White, Matthew Newkirk, Richard Alsop, J. J.| March, 1839, it was in a safe and 
Vanderkemp, Richard Price. They reported that | dition? 


ranged its debt to the United States arising out of] the bank bad “an aggregate of surplus profits 


its partnership in the bank, and congress had ad- 
journed. 

The legislature of Pennsylvania too had finished 
its efforts to repeal the charter by a report which 
assured its tranquillity against future attacks, and 
that legislature had adjourned. 

Then, for the first time during many years, I 
found a moment when I could seek the retirement 
I desired, and accordingly resigned. 

Collect, now, all these elements of presperity.— 
Here was the bank— 

With 74 millions to pay 35. 

With the bighest character and credit. 

Dividing eight per cent. yet laying up somelbing 
every year. 

Its stock selling at 116. 

The foreign exchanges easy. 

The domestic exchanges low and uniform. 

All its controversies with the general and state 
governments settled. 

With peace at home and ahroad. 

And one can see nothing to create a doubt of its 
safety. So thought and so declared all the directors 
of the bank, who, by numerous committees and in 
successive boards, unanimously united in repeated 
and strong assurances that the bank was then in a 
condition of undoubted strength and prosperity. 

On the Ist of January, 1839, the board of direc- 
tors consisted ot the following gentlemen: 

Joshua Lippincott, Caleb Cope, 

John R. Nef, Cheyney Hickman, 

Jobu A. Brown, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 

Win. Platt, Lewis Waln, 

Lawrence Lewis, John Connell, 

John J. Vanderkemp, Joseph Cabot. 

Jolin Boblen, 

OI these gentlemen a dividend committee was 
appointed on the 4th of January, 1839, consisting 
oi Joshua Lippincott, J. J. Vanderkemp, Lawrence 
Lewis, Joseph Cabot and Jobn Conuelt. 

This committee made a report to the meeting of 
the board, at which were present Messrs, Lippin- 
cott, Vanderkemp, Cope, Brown, Waln, Lewis, 
Bohlen, Hickman, Cabot and Connell, who unani- 
mously adopted it. Now this report stated that 
there was “an aggregate of nett profits amounting 
to $4,344,707 99;" that declaring a dividend of four 
per cent. would “leave the amount of the surplus 
profits of the bank $2,944,707 99." «From these 
several statements," they proceed, “it will appear 
that the estimated probable loss on real estate and 
suspended debt is $76,040 51 less than the estimate 
of July lasi, and thatthe contingent lund is 92,661 75 
more than the eslimate of probableloss.” ‘They con- 
clade hy saying that the nett profits of the last six 
months were $1,528,020 19, which, after deducting 
the dividend of four per cent. $1,100,000, **wonld | 
leave $128,020 19 as the surplus profits of the last 
six uiontbs."? 

Up, then, to the 7tli of January, 1839, there was 
no doubt in the minds of the directors of the perlect 
safety and prosperity of the bank, since they bad a 
surplus profit on the last six month’s business ot 
$128,020 19,a total surplus of $4,244,707 99, a 
decreasing loss on suspended debt, and an excess of 
nearly $100,000 of the contingent fund above the 
losses it was destined to repair. 

On the 7th of January, 1339, came in the new 
board ol direetors lor that year. [t consisted of 

Manuel Eyre, Joseph Cabot, 

John A. Brown, Cheyney Hickman, 
Richard Alsop, Lewis Waln, 

Caleb Cope, Ambrose White, 
J.J. Vanderkemp, J. R. Ingersoll, 
Richard Price, Matthew Newkirk. 

Now what did these gentlemen declare of the situ- 
ation of the bank? 

In March, 1839, on the day of my retirement, 


the board unanimously adopted several resolutions | 


—in one of which they describe me among other 
things as one “who, having performed so wach and 
so faithfully, leaves the institution with which he 
is identified prosperous in all its relutions—stroug in 
ils abilities to promote the interesis of the communi- 
ties by which il is surrounded—cordial in ils associa- 
tions with sister eslublishments, and secure in the re- 
spect and esteem of all who are connected with il in 
foreign or domestic intercourse.” 

In transmitting to me these resolutions, the com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Ambrose White, Ca- 
feb Cope and J. R. Ingersoll, say: “In every emer- 
gency you have given it efficient support, and now 
that your official connexion bas ceased, you bave 
the rich consolation ul knowiog that you leave il 
entirely prosperous." 

Nor was this all. 

In July, 1839, four months after T left the bank, 
the dividend committee consisted ol Ambrose 


amounting to $4,421,289 32," and they therefore 
declared a dividend of four per cent. "This report 
was ratified unanimously by the following mem- 
bers then present; 
Manuel Eyre, 
Richard Alsop, 
John Bohlen, 


Joseph Cabot, 

Lewis Waln, 

Ambrose White, 
J.J. Vanderkemp, Richard Price, 
Cheyney Hickman, Matthew Newkirk. 

That these gentlemen shonld make a dividend of 
four per ceut. unless they believed the situation of 
the bank justified it, cannot be presumed. 

Further than this. In December, 1839, nine 
months after my retirement, Mr. Jaudon submitted 
to the creditors of the bank the following official 
statement, published in London: 

“A special committee, consisting of five mem- 
bers of the Bank of the United States, (Messrs. 
Richard Alsop, Lewis Waln, Richard Price, John 
Connell, and J. J. Vanderkemp), was appointed, 
on the 12th of November, to examine into tlie si- 
tuation of the bank. On the 15th of November 
(the day before the sailing of the Great Western 
steamer) they made a report that the limited time 
allowed them precluded an investigation of all the 
items of the account, and that they therefore di- 
rected their attention to the least perspicuous items. 


The other items, however, had been investigated by 
the committee on the state of the bank, (on which 
were Messrs. Richard Alsop, Ambrose White, 
Matthew Newkirk, and C. Hickman). The fol- 
lowing is given as the result.” 

The details are then mentioned, and the stale- 
ment concludes thus: 

«Probable surplusbeyondthe capital of 35,000,000 
dollars, $1,071,004 34. It should be recollected 
that the bonus of $2,500,000 paid in cash for the 
charter has already been charged to the surplus 
fund, and that, if this had been distributed in annual 
payments oyer the whole period of the charter, as 
was done by tbe late Bank of the United States, 
this fund would stand $2,000,000 higber than it now 
does,” 

Still more. On the Ist of January, 1840, ten 
months after my resignation, another dividend com- 
mittee, consisting of Caleb Cope, Joseph Cabot, 
Jolin Bohlen, Richard Price and Matthew New- 
kirk, made a report, concluding thus: 

“From the foregoing statements, exhibiting a 
surplus of $5,278,925 71, the committee are of opi- 
nion that a dividend could now be declured by the 
bank; and strong inducements to suggest that 
course would press themselves on the committee, 
if they considered only their wishes to meet the 
very natural expectations of the stockholders of the 
institution, who have looked with great confidence 
to a regular distribution of the profits at the accus- 
tomed period. But, upon mature consideration of 
the subject, they are induced to believe that the 
permanent interests of the institution and ultimate 
benefit of the stockholders themselves will be pro- 
moled by witbholding a dividend for the present. 
The actual condition of the banks of this state, and 
respect for the legislature now on the eve of as- 
sembling, furnish additional motives for this course.’* 

This report was unanimously adopted by the 
board, consisting still of 

Manuel Eyre, 
Richard Alsop, 
Lewis Waln, 
Caleb Cope, 
John A. Brown, 
John Bohlen, 


Now what shall we infer from all this? Here 
are successive boards of directors—dividend com- 
mittees—special committees, over and over again, 
declaring the existence of large surpluses and mak- 
ing dividends, and asserting the soundness and 
prosperity of the bank. 

Ou the 1st of January, 1839, declaring a dividend 
of lour per cent. and announcing a surplus of more 
than four millions. 

On the 29th of March, 1839, asserting that the 
bank was prosperous in all its relations. | 

On the 1st of July, 1839, declaring a dividend of 
four per cent. with a surplus of more than lour 
millions. . 

On tbe 15th of November, 1839, after a detailed 
examination by {wo committees, asserting still a 
surplus of three millions. M 

On the Ist of January, 1840, exhibiting a surplus 
of more than live millions, and abstaining irom 
making the dividend which they might do, merely 
irom prudential considerations, in respect to the le- 
gislature. 

Alter t 
propose to prove, that, when 


J. J. Vanderkemp, 
Cheyney Hickman, 
Richard Price, 
Matthew Newkirk, 
T. Dunlap. 


Í left the bank, in 


123 


prosperous con- 


It remains to show by what causes the whole of 
that scene ehanged into the present total prostra- 
tion of the bank. Some of them are unhappily too 
obvious. 

I have just stated that the winter of 1338-9 was 
à season uf great abundance and ease in moneyed 
concerns both in England and in this conntry; but 
England was soun after startled by the discovery 
that the grain crop was deficient, and a demand 
arose for specie to export for grain combined with 
some continental loans, that changed the whole 
surface ol aifairs. The Bank of England itself, 
alter borrowing ten millions of dollars from the 
Bank of France, was still so much drained for 
coin that it was loreed into very severe restrictive 
measures, which raised the interest of money to 
twice or three times its usual rate. The most in- 
jurions effect was on the stocks of this country, 
which were no longer convertible in England, ex- 
cept at great sacrifices. These causes immediately 
reacted on this country, producing the usual ef- 
fects of embarrassment in the community and alarm 
among the banks. These troubles, such as they were, 
lke many which had been inet and overcome in for- 
mer times by the bank, might perhaps have been 
again surmounted hy an exertion of the means and 
the credit of the bank, but for circumstance which 
is thus described in a letter from the late cashier of 
the bank, to wbom I applied for information as to 
the causes which had brought on these misfortunes. 
His answer is as follows: 

March 23, 1841. 

My pear sra: The queries you have propound- 
ed to me have occupied no small share of my 
thoughts. The utter prostration of the Bank of the 
United States passes, ] confess, my comprehen- 
sion. I may, however, point out some of the canses 
that, in my judgment, have mainly contributed to 
bring about its present painful and humiliating con- 
dition. The consequences of the premature re- 
sumioplion of cash payments after the first sus- 
pension by the banks, and the efforts of the Bank 
of the United States to make that resumption uni- 
versal, required in the administration of its al- 
fairs the utmost wisdom and experience in finance; 
and in alluding to a measure adopted by those gen- 
tlemen most prominent in its management after 
your retirement, I do not mean to impugn their 
motives or detract from tbeir merit. Alter the 
leverish excitement consequent on this loo speedy 
effort to return to cash payments bad in a good de- 
gree subsided, another crisis was anticipated, and 
it was feared that the banks generally would be 
obliged again to suspend. This was, unhappily, 
too soon to be realized, for the storm was then 
ready to burst, but, instead of meeting its fult force 
at once, it was deemed best to make it fall first 
upon the banks of New York. "Toeffect this pur- 
pose, large means were necessary, and to procure 
these, resort was had to the sale of foreign ex- 
change. The state of the accounts of the bank 
with its agents abroad did not warrant any large 
drafts upon them, especially that of the Messrs, 
Hottinguer in Paris. This difficulty, however, it 
was thought, might be avoided by shipping the 
coin to be drawn from the New York banks im- 
mediately to meet the hills. Accordingly, large 
masses of exchange, particular bills on Paris, which 
were then in great demand, were sent to N. York 
to be sold without limit. Indeed, the bills were 
signed in blank, and so sent to New York; and al- 
though a large book was thus forwarded, it was 
soon exhausted, and application was made to the 
agent of the-Paris house in New York for a further 
supply, who drew a considerable amount besides. 
The proceeds of these immense sales of exchange 
created very heavy balances against the New York 
banks, which, after all, signally failed in producing 
the contemplated effect. The bills not being pro- 
vided for, nor even regularly advised, as had uni- 
formly been the custom of the bank, were disho- 
nored; and although the agent in London did every 
thing which skill and judgment could accomplish, 
the eredit of the bank was gone, and froin that day 
to the present its etfects upon the institution have 
been more and more disastrous. Other causes might 
be adverted to: the connexion with the common- 
wealth—the over estimates of the value ol the char- 
ter—and various matters, all, however, subordi- 
nate to the particular unhappy measure that I have 
thus hastily bronght to your notice, which Mr. Jou- 
don and myself equally deplored as the immediate 
cause ol the disasters which have afflicted the bank. 
Very respectfally, J. COWPERTHWAIT. 

N. Biddle, esq. Philodelphia. 

Here, then, is revealed the real and secret cause 
of the disasters of the bank. Now, without mean- 


his exhibition, can any one deny whal Ij ing to say a single word abont the object of these 


| dralts, and without intending the slightest censure 


o 


- 
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of any one, it is impossible not to see in this single l 
circumstance the solution ot many of the difficulties 
of the bank. The bank, as 1 understand, suddenly 
draws an immense amount of bills on Messis. Hot- 
unguer & Co. withont having a dollar of funds in! 
their hands—without having any authority to draw 
for a dollar—without a hne of explanation as to the | 
nature and extent of these unexpected dralts—and | 
without eveo the usual commercial notice that such | 
bills had been drawn. Messrs. Hottinguer & Co. ( 
could not, aa prodent men, do otherwise than protest | 
these bills; and thus the bank, in the very fullness | 
of its high credit, was suddenly disgraced in the 
eyes of all Europe. 3 , 

The talents of Mr. Jaudon repaired to a certain 
extent tliis disaster, but it obliged him, 1n order to | 
protect the drafts drawn on himself as well as! 
Messrs. Hottinguer & Co. to make loans and to | 
pledge stocks, which were thus, instead of being 
sold, locked up to await the depreciation which has 
since overtaken them. And now, let me ask, 1n 
all fairness, whether this secret wound-—this ne- 
gleet, or inadvertanee, or omission, eall it by what- 
ever name you choose—to apprize Messrs Hottin- 
guer & Co. of these dratts, a thing which belonged 
to the interior details ot the bank, ean be charged 
npon my adininistration, which bad ceased long be- 
Jore that time. Yet these two officers, as we see 
in the above letter, regard that ‘as the immediate | 
cause „f tbe disasters which have afflicted the 
bank.” 

Even after this shock, such was the vitality of 
the bank, that L have no doubt it might have re- 
vived and prospered but for the late fatal resump- 
tion of specie payments. 

Itis undoubtedly true that the only lawful and pro- 
per banking is the payment of specie. But where, 
by any cause, a suspension once takes place, the 
tune of resumption 1s a question of expediency de- 
pending on many circumstances—on the position of 
the bank itself—the position of its neighbors—the 
position of other banks in other sections of the 
country, just as health is the natural condition of 
men; but if by aecident we are sick, prndence | 
must decide when we may venture out without the 
danger ol relapsing. The Bank of Englaud con- | 
tinued its suspensions for twenty-five years, and, if | 
it had been lorced inlo a premature resumption, 
would have certainly fallen a second time. Now 
neither the banks nor the community of Philadel- 
phia, oor the banks uor the communities with whom 


1 


been so 


fixed because they were in session, and had | pose than to obtain such an expression, 1 shall sub- 


wants which the banks alone could relieve—so that | mit a motion that the subject be postponed till Mon- 


the legislature was much more in the power of the 


banks than the banks were in the power of the le- | ject £ i 
How easy was it for the banks to say to | be reasonable. A few days cannot atfect the destiny 


vislatuie. 
the governor, you want to borrow $800,000; the 
state breaks on the Ist of February unless you can 
borrow it; you can borrowit only from us; and if we 
lend to you and resume specie payments, we ine- 
vitably hreak ourselves. Let us agree that neither 
shall break.  Authorise a suspension beyond the 
15th of January, and we will protect you on the Ist 
ot Fehrnary. ‘This would have been wise and easy. 
But, instead of this course, the banks resumed, 
then lent the $300,000, and then broke down im- 
inediately. 

Believing the resumption nnnecessary, as well as 
inexpedient, I think that all the borrowings of the 
hank, both at bone and abroad, for the purpose of 
resninption, were very unfortunate. They compli- 
cated the affairs of the bank, they embarrassed the 
other bauks, and were at last wholly ineffectual. 


One of the reasons which made them ineffectual | stitutional grounds. 


was the publication of the report of the Ist of Jan- 
uary, IS41, giving a partieular list of its assets 
withont the means of estimating them, and caleu- 
lated to inspire doubt and suspicion of its solvency. 
In fact, just on the eve of atteinpting to resume spe- 
cie payments, a statement of the bank was put forth 
which made every body believe that the bank could 
nof resume permanently, and induced the creditors 
to come immediately for their money before it was 
too late. 

These counsels I contd offer only as a private 
citizen. Had 1 occupied the position I once did, I 
most certainly would not bave permitted that re- 
sumption; and, though it may seem rash to say so, 
I have not the least donbt that but for that aet of 
insanity the city woull have been spared the suf- 
ferings of the last two months, the bank would at 
this day have been strong and safe, that it would 
have obtained a large portion of such government 
business as was done by banks, and that its stock- 
holders, instead of deploring, as they now do, its 
prostration, would have found its condition prosper- 
ous and its stock worth five iimes as much as it 
now is. 


day. F think that when the importance of the sub- 
is considered, such a motion will be admitted to 
of the bill in the other branch of the legislature; aud 
if gentlemen will but consent to wait ull Monday, 
when that day arrives they shall have my aid in ob- 
taining the speediest practicable action on the bill. 

Mr. C. now moved to postpone the further consi- 
deration of the bill till Monday. 

Mr. Cray, (of Ala.) said he should be reluctant 
to refuse the request of the honorable senator, il 
there was the least probability that the postponement 
would change the result of the vote upon the bill. 
The senator had reminded gentlemen that two new 
members of the body would shortly take their seats; 
but what change would this occasion in the vote 
upon the bil? The senator elect irom Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. BATES), might be in favor of the distri- 
bution, but the senator expected froin Virginia had 
again and again voted against tliat measure on con- 
t Unless, therefore, the senator 
from Kentucky, (Mr. CRITTENDEN), expected to 
be instrumental in producing some change of opi- 
nion in the senate, the postponement would produce 
no effect on the nltimate fate of the bill. The vote 
ordering it to its engrossment elearly indicated a 
purpose in the senate that the bill should pass, and 
the conclusive objection against postponement was 
that it might go too late to the other house to re- 
ceive legislative action there during the present ses- 
sion of congress. The bill was of the greatest im- 
portance to the interest of the west and to the gene- 
ral good, and, so far as Mr. C. was concerned, he 
could not yield his eonseut to the postponement. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said it was not his object to 
occupy time in pressing the motion he hal made. 
The votes hitherto taken on the bill were but 42, 
while there were 52 members of the senate. Two 
senators were absent. He therefore did not see how 
the vote given in committee was to be considered as 
so very decisive. The senator from Alabama had 
suggested that the senator elect from Virginia stood 
already committed on the subject of distribution; 
but it was to be remembered that the question in its 
present form, viz: as connecting distribution with 


I began by saying that I would prove that the| pre-emption, had never yet been presented to that 


bank when I left it was strong and prosperous, and 
that its present prostration cannot in the reinotest 
way be asciihed tome. Do you not think I have 


Philadelphia principally deals, were ready for re- 
sumplion, and 10 my judgment the projeet and the 
execution of 1t were equally unfortunate. 

1 was in town during that period, though merely 
as a private spectator, and it seemed to me that the 
true position and the only sale policy of the bank 
was this. The new adininistration ot the govern- 
aent of the United States will find itself, on the 
4th of March, with very small funds, and its poliey 
will be, 1t possible, not to encounter at once the de- 
batable question of a national bank, whatever inay | 
be its disposition hereafter. If, then, the bank at} 
the United States is in a position to do the public | 
business temporarily, it will, from ils extensive | 
eonnexions throughout the union, be more useful 
than any other existing institution, and thus may 
gradually become one of the fiseal agents. ‘To ac- 
complish this, it must be in a situation of strength 
on the 4th of March, ts41, and should reseive its 
powers tor that period. Hitherto the banks teliev- 
ed that they had been contending against an ad- 
ininist ation of public affairs hostile to the interests | 
with which banks are most connected. A great | 
political change has taken place, but the ellects of 
il on tlie publie intereste cannot be seen till the 
new inen come into power. Wait, then, lor that 
moment, see what the new administration intends 
to do lor the country, what relief it means to afford, 
and then, concuriing with its measures, you may 
resume permanently. Until then the Bank of the 
Utes States was not obliged to resume. The 
legislature had declared of all the banks, that if 
they did not resume on a given day, their charters 
were hable to forleiture, but that did not alfect the 
Bank of the United States. When the charter of that 
institution was passing through the legislature, the 
provision, common to all the other banks authoris- 
ing the legistature to alter or repeal it at pleasure, 
was inserted. But E then declared that I would not 
receive. it on such terios, and unless that provision 
was stricken out, the bill need go no futher. Ac- 
cordingly it was stricken out, andl when this very 
question, whether the legislature had a right to de- 
clare a forleitüre for the non-payment of specie, 
was reeently brought hefore the courts, the judges 
unanimously decided against the power of the le- 
gislature on the very giound of this rejection of the 
clause, 

The legislature, it is true, had fixed the 15th of 
January as a day of resumption. But that day had 


proved it? With great esteem, yours, 
N. BIDDLE. 


DEBATE ON THE PROSPECTIVE PRE- 
EMPTION BILL 
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE lll] 
In senate, Thursday, January 21, 1841. 

The pre-emption bill being still under considera- 
tion, Mr. CRITTENDEN rose to renew in the senate 
the motion he had made in committee of tlie whole 
to recommit the bill with the following instructions: 

Resolved, That the bill be reenimtnitted to the 
comuittee on publie lands, with instructions to re- 
port amendments thereto to the following effect: 

Ist. To distribute the pooceeds of the sales of the 
publie lands among the several states of the union 
in just and equitable proportions. 

2. To graut to actual bona fide settlers upon the 
publie lands the right of pre-emption to any quanti- 
ty thereof not exeeeding one-half’ section, or 320 
acres, ineluding place of settlement, at the minimum 
price of $1 25 per acre, with such provisions as 
shall limit this right of settlement and pre-einption 
to actual bona fide settlers whose estate at the time 
of settlement shall not exceed the value of $1,000: 
and further, with such provisions as shall etlectual- 
ly exclude the wealthier speculators froin all benefit 
under this law, and shall prevent them from inler- 
tering with, or participating in, the privileges and 
right of settlement and pre-emption which are here- 
by granted and intended for the sole advantage of 
me needy and honest settlers and cultivators of the 
soil, 

My object, (said Mr. C.) in making this motion 
was merely to obtain a fair and full expression of 
the sense of the senate on an interesting and in- 


portant measure. [had httle hope that any thing 
that E might say would canse a majority of this body 
to adopt that measure. 1 had no such ambitions 
thought or purpose. Indeed, we cannot, at present, 
have even 2 full expression of what the sentiment of 
the senate is in relation to it. The vote in committee 
was 20 for and 22 against my proposition. Several 
senators were then absent who are known to be in 
the city. We know also that a vacancy in the re- 
presentation of Virginia and another in that of Mas- 
sachbusetts have within a few days been filled, al- 
though the senators eleet have not yet had time to 
arrive. This is Thursday; by Monday next we 
may anticipate a full vote. Without any other pur- 


senator. He considered the seruples of the senator 
as very strange, lor any gentleman who conld vote 
to distribute the surplus revenue in lhe treasury 
might vote to distribute the proceeds of the public 
lands withont any great strnggle of conscience.— 
Possibly the senator’s mind might have got over the 
difficulty. Mr. C. had no knowledge as to what his 
sentiments at present were, but this he knew, that 
the gentleman in question was abundantly capable 
of judging on this and ether questions lor himself. 
Should both the elected senators vote for Mr. C's 
proposition, their votes alone would prodnee a tie. 
But, (said Mr. C.) there is another objection urged 
against postponement by the senator frota Alabaina, 
which may well render us cautious how we press 
this measure ten hastily throngh the senate. The 
object in pushing the bill is, that it may be in time 
to receive a discussion in the other braneh ef con- 
gress. Thus, in the expiring moments of a rejected 
administration, a measure of this importance is to 
be agitate, when we all know that the people have 
recently made great changes in both branches of the 


| legislature—echanges abmidantly sutticient to alter 


the majority on the subject of this bili; yet a majori- 
ty here, condemned, as they have been, by the votes 
of the people, soon to become a minority, insist upon 
action, and are bent in rushing the bill throngh the 
senate even before those entitled to vote on it can 
get to their seats. 

The ineasnre is said to be one of great imporlance 
lo the west; beitso; yet those gentlemen who are 
lo come inlo eongress will b» as capable of judging 
on that nnportanee as we, besides possessing the ad- 
ditional advantage of bringing with them the last de- 
cision of the people ot the United States, who are 
the sole and rightiul proprietors of the publie do- 
main. 

Mr. Benton. This is certainly a very strange 
proposition. In a measure ofa character so entirely 
its own as the subjeet nf pre-emption, its friends 
have refused to join it with its twin measure, viz: 
the graduation bill, allowing each to stand upon its 
own merits. In this state of things, gentlemen on 
the other side endeavor to load down the pre-emp- 
tion bill with a subject entirely foreign to it. The 
bill has been delayed nearly an entire month by 
propositions to distribute the proceeds of the land 
and to cede the land itself, A new debate on a 
subject entirely different has overshadowed and 
overlaid the bill. E holl it to be not only unfair, 
bnt unparlamentary, to. bling in matter "not. ger- 
main to the bill, and by debating this to overlay the 
the original measure, I hold this to be unparlia- 
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mentary. The graduation bill is entitled to consi- Itueky on the head with that hammer, and then I 
should have laid it aside. 
that the first pre-emptiou bill ever introduced was 


deration on its own merits; and if it is injurions and 
unparliamentary to load down the bill with matter 
entirely foreign to it, it is stil. more so to delay the 
bill yet further by propositions of posrponement.— 
Suppose Ishonid be taken sick between this and 
Monday, suppose the gentleman from Alab. should 
be called oti suddenly to visit his family, what is to 
become of us on this side of the house? The gen- 
tleman wants us to wait for senators elect. Must 
we wait lor Mr. CUTHBERT, too? No: I hold the 
proposition to be unparliamentary, and at war with 
the manner in which its friends got up the bill.— 
What is the history of this matter of pre-emption? 
The first bill on the subject was introdneed fourteen 
years ago. It contained thiee principles, all dis- 
tinctly avowed in its title, viz: graduation, pre- 
emption and cession. 1, myself, reported the bill, 
and it contained these three propositions, to gra- 


guate the land, to giant pre-emption rights, and to | 


cede the remainder. What was the result of a con- 
sultation among the friends of the bill? Furst, we 
were obliged to separate cession from the two re- 
maining principles. ‘Che moment that subject was 
introduced, although the cession was restricted to 
the remainder ol tlie land lelt on hand after gradua- 
tion, it bronght in a new question which oversha- 
dowed every thing, and retarded the passage of the 
bill, We tien went in for pre-emption and gradua- 
tion united, but still we found that each of these 
measures embarrassed the other. We, theretore, 
concluded on a new separation, presenting pre- 
emption and graduation in distinet bills. Aud what 


jintroduced by me, an 


Task for the yeas at 
discussion to a conclusi 


light, and I now notity 
that they may prepare 
sion. Before we pass th 
light again. 


Yeas 19, nays 28. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN ad 
port of the amendment. 
I purpose, he said, to 
of the senate. 


the subject, fur the n 


The yeas and nays bein 
tion to postpone, it was 


I renew the assertion, 


d contained the three priv 


ciples of graduation, pre-emption aud. Cession- 


id uays; I hope to bring this 
on thismght. No pre-emp- 


tion bili has ever gone through but by candie- 


the messengers of the house 
their lights fora night ses- 
is bill we shall have candel- 


now taken on the mo- 
ecided in the negative. 


So the bill was not postponed. 
The question then recurring on the motion to re- 
l commit the bill, with in 


structions— 
dressed the senate in sup- 


occupy bnt little of the time 


Althongh he had been eharged with 
being the eause of delay 
was not justly responsib 
much of the time it had thus far occupied. 
wy original intention (said 
myself with a silent vote. 

fering the amendinent was to present distinetly be- 
fore the connti y the proposition I am ready to vote 
for—that the position of parties in this body may be 
clearly known and understood. There is but hte 
chance that the publie willever know the truth upon 
ewspapers abound with ail sorts | 
of falselioods in relation to politics. 


ing this bill, he thought he 


]t was 
he) to have contented 
My sole intention iu of- 


le for the consumption. of | 


Gentlemen | 


was the result? 
emption laws, 
been passed if 
On this plan we are now proceeding. 
brought in at this con 
{or graduation, the other for pre-emption. 

osed to putting on eith 
a hill totally duierent. 
delayed us for a month, 
two to onei 
postpone 
the arriva 
it. 

What does all this matter turn on? 


Congress passed three or four pre- 
not one of which ever would have 
the two objects had been kept united. 
We have 
gress two separate bills, one 
I am op- 
er ol them the substance of 
Nat only has such a course 

though we had a vote of 
n lavor of the bill, but now we are to 
ali action upon it that we may wait for 
lof other senators who are to vote against 


I understand 


here, who move in any direction different from that 


eumity againsta whole class of the cooimunity. 
The senator from Alabaina, for instance, can scarce 
conceive the possibility that any opposition should 
be made either to graduation, pre-emption, or Ces- 
sion, that has not ils origin in feelings of hostility, 
and of direct warfare against his section of the coun- 
try; and. whoever ventures to utter a word against 
either of those measures is condemned almost to 
outlawry in the states which advocate it; and yet 
E am sure if the senator would but consult his own 
feelings he would find it possible to believe that a 
man may oppose his particular views of landed po- 


of certain party leaders, are at once charged with | 


it. Gentlemen cannot go on with their distribution 
bill unless they unite it with their pre-emption law. 
Is it not absurd, totally and thoroughly absurd? A 
measure of distribution cannot get along unless we 
will consent to detain the pre-emption bill. Gen- 
tlemen must pardon me; but when I see such gross 
and palpable absurdities as these, those who advo- 
cate the bill must speak out. Will the gentleman 
trom Kentucky say that he cannot originate his bill 
unless we bring in a pre-emption bill? It he says 
so, then, to save the states from so great a calamity 
as his bill will inflict, we may withhold the pie- 
emption bill altogether, and then he cannot get on 
at all. 

We have heard speeches after speeches against 
graduation and pre-emption, presenting both in the 
most odious light. We have seen them opposed for 
years. Stern epithets have been applied, and all 
sorts of arguinents employed to degrade this class of 
measures lo the lowest point of inlamy. J will now 
read what I find in another bill on the subject of the 
public lands, and then Jet us see, if it depends on 
the fact that a bill is brought in by oneor by another 
senator, whether the very same measure shall be 
adopted or stampted with opposition, [Mr. BEN- 
ToN here read an amendment to Mr. Cray’s land 
bill, providing for the graduation of the price of the 
public lands.] Here is graduation and here is pre- 
emption. Graduation down to 50 cents an acre, 
aud pre-emption to 120 acres. Here it is in one 
bill, there it isin another. Iu one bill it is per- 
jectly abominable, and the country is called upon 
to reject it with abhorrence; in this bill it i a sub- 
ject worthy ol legislation. Where is the dillerence? 
Does it lie in the paper or in the time in whieb the 
bill is introduced?) Where is the difference? That 
one should be denonnced as the total subversion and 
destruction of our beautilul land system, and calcu- 
lated to debauch, dewaralize and depopulate the 
states, while the other is a wholesome subject of 
legislation? I ask for the yeas and nays on the 
question to postpoue; and I say to the senator trom 
Kenineky, let him bring in bis distribution scheme 
as an independent proposition, and not employ it to 
overlay and overwhelm a measure witb which it has 
nothing to do. 

And here I have a word to say to the senator from 
Michigan, (Mr Porter). In voting between the 
two propositions to strike out the amendment of the 
senator from Kentucky, (Mr. CRITTENDEN), by 
voting in the ameudment of the gentleman from 8. 
Carolina, (Mr. Carnoux), I had no idea to over- 
lay the pre-emption bill either. { was only willing 
to knock the amendment ol the senator from Ken- 


licy, and yet be not only free from enmity to Ala- 
bama, but have a paternal regard for all the new 
states. I wishit, therefore, to be known that, if the 
two measures are united, if the equivalents are made 


to go together, 


if pre-emption for the benefit of the 


new states is coupled with the equivalent proposi- 


tion of distribution tor the benefit of the union, 


I 


and those who think wilh me are willing to go for 


it. 


there so palpably absurd and so incongruous? 


first relates the price to 
other provi 
it is received. 

rally connected? 
tion be inore analogous 
wish to have partial dec 
sults. We wish to pu 
(her. 
seek certain advantages 


am willing to g 


Is it not a fair compromise? 


‘And in this union of the two measures what is 


The 
be paid for the land; the 


des for the disposition of the money when 
Can any two things be muore natu- 
Can any two snbjects of legisla- 


to each other? We do not 
isions producing unjust re- 
t the two measures toge- 
The new states 
Irom the publie lands. I 


grant these if they will consent to 


an eqnitable distribution of the proceeds among all 


the states. 


This proposition to distribute is vehemently de- 
nounced. I have been told, in rather tannting terms, 


that it is no measure of 
trap, which I in a very 


here toadopt. Why, si 
the American world, 
this great measure. 
claim its paternity; but 
nor of being its author, 
plan, and I am for it. 

an adoption much more 
no states adopted it? 
serted their rights in 
will be found that reso 


Th 
genera 
all the 
New York has spoken, 
The legislature of Pen 


| recollection. 


in her senate by a vote 
message. 


tion. 


legislature a distributio 
diana, speaking throug 


the legislatures of a majority 
union demanding sach a distributio 
ave not examined the number, 
We have heard the voice of, 
New England states bnt 


acting on the propositio 


also, if Iam not mistaken, 
[Mr. BUCHANAN. 
may, the Keystone state is ont in favor of dis 
In the great state of Ohio, 
pular election, this subject was 
governor who was thereupon e 
Qas made it his very first act to recommend to the 
n of the 
h all the departments © 


mine—that itis a sort of 
tasteless mauner, ain willing 
r, all the world certainly all 


knows who is the anthority of | 
It would be vain for me to 


though I have not the ho- 
my judgment approves the 


The measure has obtained 


honorable thanmine. Have 


Have no state legislatures as- 
B 


relation to it? I believe it 


lutions have been adopted by | 


of all the states of the 
nas is proposed. 
but speak from 


New Hampshire. 


and New Jersey has spoken. 


nsylvania is at this moment 


n, and it has been approved 
of 21 to9. Her governor, 
recommended it in his 
No.] Be that as it 

istribn- 
at the recent po- 
discussed, and the 
lected and installed 


public lands. In- 


government, has demanded it. Kentucky has ex- 
| pressed her approbation of it almost without a dis- 
sentient voice. The vote in her legislature was not 
a party vote. Party had. not power enough to op- 
pese it It was, emphatically, the vole ot ite edle. 
And what are the sentiments of Lontsiana? You 
hear them fiom her governor, in his late message 
and they are to the same etfect. Whether there nos 
| yet been a legislative resolution on the same sub- 
ject, I do not know. North Carolina has demand- 
edit. Maryland demands it. Delaware umtes in 
the demand. There seems to be alinost oue unani- 
inous voice throughout the whole country in favor 
ol the measure, and yet it is denounced as an tenor- 
unly," as a proposition not only “absurd,” but 
“monstrous.” "This is gentlemen’s respeet tor the 
! voice of the democracy. This is the way iu whieh 
they are always ready to bow to the people. A 
| measure approved and ratified by publie sentiment, 
by the resolutions of state legislatures, by the re- 
commendation of state governors, by the general 
voice ot the American people, is stamped by thew 
as an enormity, as palpably unconstitutional and ut- 
| terly ruinous. Itasa sapping of the vitals of Ihe 
general government. The states who desire it are 
vampires, and, having once “licked”? and “lapped” 
| this federal “blood,” will be content with nothing 
| else lor their daily food. This is the opimon of gen- 
temen. Itis not iniue, and, with such high sanc- 
tion 1o back me, I shall listen to what I consider tlie 
voice ol duty, and shall seek to accomplish the adop- 
tion of the tweasure by all fair and honorable par- 
liamentary means. Iam unwilling to vote lor pre- 
emptior whie gentlemen refuse us distribution. 
With the one I aia prepared to vote for the other. 
All I ask is, that they shall go hand in hand, and 
that common justice shall be done to all the states. 
But it is the policy of gentlemen on tlie other side to 
go on from pie-erption to graduation, and from gra- 
dualion to cession, till they cousnme and 1nonopo- 
lize the public domain for the benefit of a few ta- 
vored states, to the detriment and disparagement of 
all the rest. This is not perfectly fair. li gentle- 
men reduce the price of the land, or give pre-emp- 
non rights at the minimum price now established, 
let thein do it; but let us have an equitable distribu- 
lion of the proceeds. This is all we demand. I 
have the most entire regard and sympathy for the 
class of pre-emplioners, and lam wilmg to prove 
it by grauling a pre-emption to every one of them 
for 320 acres ol Jand. This amendment of mine 
is really the poor man’s law. It 1s as good and 
better than the original bill. It gives twice the 
quantity of land, and it guards his nght hy sucha 
qualification as will effectually exclude those weal- 
thy speculators who are his competitors. It clothes 
him with a complete exclusive right to the laud, and 
it frees him from all. fear of competition. [t ouly 
asks tbat the money, when it has been paid, shall be 
distributed among the states instead of being retain- 
ed in the treasury. Is there any incompatibility, 
any incongruity between these two things? I can 
see none, aud 1 go for both united, thus forming 
one consistent systetn both for the disposition of tbe 
lands and the disposition of the proceeds. 

I have no inclination to protraet or widen tliis de- 
bate, but gentleinen tell us that this money is now 
wanted for general purposes. It is demanded by 
ihe exhausted state of the treasury. If that is the 
case, let them postpone the effect of the bill for one 
year. My proposition is open to amendment; it does 
not proless to go into the details of the subject, it only 
sketches out the great outline. If on the whole it 
shall be thought best to postpone the effect of the 
| bili till the tariff question shall have been adjusted, 

1 will not object, althongh the legislature of my state 
has instructed me to press the measure now. These 
modifications are not inconsistent with the recom- 
mitinent of the bill under the general instructions 
given, provided the committee shall abide by the ge- 
neral principles there laid down, 
| Butitissaid not only that the money js wanted 
by the government now, but that there willbe no time 
when if is not wanted; and, further, that the consti- 
tion does not admit of it being distributed. I hold 
that the constitution does admit of it, and that this 
inode of distributing the proceeds of the public do- 
main makes the nearest approach now possible to 
the mode prescribed in the deeds of cession under 
which we received the lands. Regarded in its re- 
| ference to the statistics of the union, it comes a3 
| near to the requirements of those deeds as possible; 
as to the constitutional difficulty, there exists 


{ 


and 
none which is at all comparable to the objection 
| which was niged against the distribution of the sur- 
| Here it isa question of com- 


[pius in the treasury. 
pact. The mode in which the proceeds of the land 
in terms in the acts of 


| are to be applied is expressed c 
| cession. Itis to go to the benefit of the states in 
| proportion to their respective contribution to the 


f her | general charge and expenditure; that is, as that con- 


9 


4 
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ibuti ulated under the confederation. {particulars of a long account of expenses; the people 
ee NIS lor contributions to the publie | must look at great results—they iook at argregater 
expenditure are now entirely ditlerent; yet the con- | —they inquire for totals. And what do they learn? 
| These | That one hundred and thirty-five millions of dollars | 
lands were vested for a particular purpose, and you | have been taken out of their pockets and expended 
are constituted the trustee; you are bound: to con- | by this administration. a a 
tinue your management of them as trustee; you jare the results? How has it been apa How 
cannot transler your trust toanother, any more than | mneh of it can they find in roads and canale? Ho 
you can delegate any other of your constitutional | much in improving the course of rivers? removing 
The deeds of cession, and your contract | the obstructions in harbors? in constructing military 
under them, are laws and constitution to you on this roads along our frontier? establishing posts? erecting 
The question is a question of contract; the fortifications? in repairing and building ships? in 
money arising {rom these lands is but as a drop in |arming our forts and protecting our maritime and 


tract remains as it was, and in all its force. 


powers. 
subject. 


the federal bucket; but if it was ever so great, and 


ever so important to the necessities of the treasury, | of peace or war? 


is that any reason that the states are to be deprived 
of that which is their due? Certainly not. We 
have ample sources of revenue; the states have given 
them up to us; by laying a just and reasonable tax 
upon artictes of luxury we can obtain an ample re- 
venne; and we have no right to forbear imposing 
such a duty in order to witbhold from the states 
their due. You cannot, in this way, make a title to 
that which does not belong to you. Wf there ever 
wasa measure of public policy which commands 
the universal approbation and support of the people, 
it is this. Where can another be pointed out which 
unites so many evidences of the popular favor? And 
are all these to be set aside by the denunciations ofa 
few interested senators here? No. Unless we are de- 
termined to be deaf to the publie voice which has 
made itself so audible to all the rest of the world, 
we certainly shall regard the will of the American 
people as imposing too high an obligation on us to be 
nullified by the terms *ainonstrous,"* “absurd,” or 
“enormity.” As to Pennsylvania, she has not 
merely expressed herself in favor of distribution, but 
has denounced the idea of prospective pre-einption 
also. . 

Cerlainly I ought to be the poor man's friend; if 
it were only out of sympathy, I ought to feel for 
him, and I do. I wish him to get his land and hold 
it free from all competition and interference of the 
rich. All I ask is, that the minimum price which 
he pays for it may goto the states to whom it belongs. 
Let us give to others their due, and then let us pro- 
vide for ourselves if we can. It would be better 
even to have the government without means, and 
have them to put their hand upon the people for its 
wants; the people would be the more apt to attend 
tothe manner in which their money is expended. 
We have seen the influence of this silent stream 
constantly and quietly flowing into the treasury. In 
one single year the government received over twen- 
ty millions of dollars from this source alone, and 
this with the other receipts from the customs acen- 
mulated a surplus in tlie treasury of over forty mil- 
lions of dollars. What has become of it? Have 
we any thing to show for it? What has become of 
so much ot it as went into the states? Can you 
show the roads which have been made; the canals 
that have been cnt; the rivers and the harbors that 
have been cleared out; the ships of war that have 
been built; the fortifications which have been erect- 
ed? Itis true that something has been done by the 
states, and they can account lor every cent they 
have received; but what bave you, the general go- 
vernment, to show for ali the vast amount of trea- 
sure you have expended? What great publie work | 
remains as the monument of this administration? 
What have the American people got from you for 
their hundred millians of dollars which you have 
had in your coffers? Your redoubtable scheme of a 
sub-treasnry has been condemned by twelve hun- 
dred thousand voters. And for the hundred millions 
and imore of the people's money what have they 
gol? Part of this was derived to you from the pub- 
lie domain; you insist on retaining this source of 
income as being the most competent authority to 
manage and to apply it. Ilook to what you have 
done with it heretofare, and from the past I ain jus- 
tified in inferring the future. The worthy senator 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. BucHANAN) insists that 
there has been na extravagance in your expenditure, 
and he challenges us to 
itein to support the charge: he might as. well deny 
the Alleghany was a mountain, and challenge us to 
put our finger on a single spot that was a mountain. 
It is a mountain of extravagance. I regret that the 
honorable seuator is absent, 

[Mr. BucHANAN (coming from a group of gen- 
tlemen in the rear of the president's chair). “He is 
here!??] 

Tain glad fo see hin in his place, and I now tell 
him that Mr. Van Buren has spent in four years a 
hundred and thirty-five millions of dollars.” What 
has he done with it? [ ask the senator from Penn- 
sylvania what he has done with i? lle. tells me to 
give him items. Why, twelve hundred thousand 
people—yes, two millions of them—cannot get 
round a table and look into items, and ciplie 


[i 


tion bas squandered millions on millions, and what 


put our finger on a single | ly? 
honse that, thongh congress positively refused to 


and the president, who seems to have heen viewed 
as a sort of residuary le 


ecutive authority, 500 mounted men and 3,200 in- 
fantry, inilitia, were immediately raised for the Flo. 
rida service. In regard to these 1,200 militia, an 
entirely new species of tactics was invented. These 
brave troops were ordered to continu 
at home, diligently to pursue the 
and never, on any 
twenty iniles from their own habitations! 
ter]. 
—the “senENTARV militia!” 

rout the | Yca, twenty miles was to be | 


It is a large sum; and what 


How 


In a word, how much for purposes 

Out of your one hundred and 
thirty-five millions only seven millions in all! Add 
the two millions appropriated betore, and you have 
applied to all these objects but $9,000,000. Of all 
the rest, what remains. It has left no trace, no 
shadow on the land. Yet this is not extravagance! 
The president is a very great friend of economy; 
yet, with one hundred and thirty-five millions ex- 
pended ina little more than four years, such have 
been the results. May I not throw on him the bur- 
den of showing what has been done with such a sum 
of money—especially when we do know that this 
government has been administered for far, far less? 

T welve years ago an administration was tnrned 
out of power as extravagant, which expended but 
thirteen millions a year. It was cried down as a 
most prodigal administration. Well, the same eco- 
nomical gentlemen who cried it down took the pub- 
lic purse into their hands, and their rate of expendi- 
ture, instead of thirteen millions, was thirty-one 
millions. And yet, here, the senator says J must 
give bim items; “the sum looks monstrous, to be 
sure, but put your finger on a single item of extra- 
vagance." Well: [ have not made much minute cal- 
culation about the particulars, but even a general 
and superficial observation enables me to accept the 
senator's challenge, and to answer him instantly. I 
think there has been some little extravagance in the 
management of the Florida war. What sort of an 
arrangement was it, in point of economy, fo resort 
all the way to Missouri for troops to be sent to the 
extremity of the peninsula of Florida against a rem- 
nant of some five or six hundred Indians, while vo- 
lunteers might be had at any time from Alabama, 


inland frontier? 


their expeditions. If they happened to be in full 
pursuit of Sain Jones or Tigertail, the moment they 
arrived at that prescribed limit they were **sedu- 
lously" to turn. round, and ‘“sedulously” to return, 
[laughter]; and then were to be paid for *sedulous- 
ly" staying at home. [Great merriment]. Yet 
the senator says there was no extravagance. He 
may say (and that is all he dnes say) that the ob- 
jects on which the money was expended were pro- 
per in themselves. ‘That may be. But can extra- 
vagance be shown only in spending money for im- 
proper objects? Surely not. It is equally mani- 
fested, and most commonly, in private as well as in 
public life, by unwise and wasteful applications of 
money to objects in themselves fit and proper. And 
that is the extravagance that I complain of here — 
It was proper enough to buy coffee and sugar and 
bacon and carn for the use of the troops; but was it 
not extravagant to heap up $500,000 worth of these 
supplies, and then to sell them off at auction for less 
than one-fifth of their actual cost? Corn that was 
bought at two dollars a bushel was sold for 123 cents, 
some for 17, and some for 20 cents. Bacon, worth 
ten cents a pound in the market, was sold for two or 
three cents; and the rest in like proportion. Was 
this not extravagance, improvidence and gross mis- 
manageinenti—to lose at one stroke half the provi- 
sions laid up for an army's campaign? Nor do I 
complain of the actual loss alone. I complain of 
this practice of encouraging jobs; of tempting our 
own officers to become speculators on the public 
want of economy. To set up more than half a mil- 
lion’s worth of valuable public property at auction 
in the midst of the woods, where there were no 
buyers!—what was it but to offer a bait to men 
whose pay is not so overabundant as to place them 
above temptation? And then to bring down half the 
army from the remotest borders of Missouri, when 
there were militia in abundance in the states close 
by!—is there no waste of the publie money in ma- 
nagement like this? 

I could give the honorable senator more instances; 
but his challenge has been fully met already. He 
asked for items, I have given them; he called for 
particulars, he has them. 

I ought to apologize for following the senator’s 
high example in departing from the suhject imme- 
diately before the senate; but he has challenged me 


Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee and Mississippi, all, 
comparatively, close by? Why send offto the re- 
mote region of Clay connty, on the Missouri river, 
to bring down horsemen to traverse the swainps of 
Florida? Can there be any thing like a military 
justification of such a movement as that? Or any j 
civil? The troops dragged trom this immense dis- 
tance had to be taken round by sea—a storm over- 
took them—and we lave had to pay lor more than 
300 of their horses which were lost overboard. A 
portion of them had to be marched by land through 
Kentucky, while the residue were sent down by 
water. The honorable senator ought to know 
something ahout this matter, for he had charge of 
the bills which were introduced for the payment of 
the expense. Was there no extravagance here? 

I will give the honorable senator another instance. 
There was collected somewhere in Tennessee a 
magazine of provisions to the amount of balf a mil- 
lion of dollars. Not being wanted for the use of 
the army, they were sold off by an auction held on 
the spot, in the midst of the woods, and the amount 
of sales was not over $50,000—leaving a clear loss 
to the government of $450,000. The articles were 
of the most valuable kind, such as coffee, sngar, 
grain, corn, bacon and the prices at which they 
were sacrificed are almost incredible. The senator 
asks me to put my finger on items; ! put my finger 
on these two. Economy in military expenditures 
is, L admit, very difficult. The possession of large 
sums of money renders inen careless in its expendi- 
ture, and it is almost impracticable to prevent it.— 
But for waste like that I have referred ta any ad- 
ministration is justly responsible. This administra- 


What have we seen late- 
It has been revealed in debate in the other 


liave they to show for it? 


raise a new militia army, we were no sooner gone, 


| gatee of all power in the go. 
vernment, remained here, than, by mere naked ex- 


e “sedulously” 
ir owu business, 
account, to move more than 
[Laugh- 
d—and very justly, E think 
[Roars of laughter]. 
he extreme limit of 


They were terme 


to point out instances of extravagance in the admi- 
nistration of the public finances, and this mnst be 
my excuse, I might point the honorable senator to 
the branch mints—mints where no money was 
made, though much was expended in the most ridi- 
culous and wanton manner—but I forbear. I say 
that much of this extravagance is owing to an ad- 
ministration’s having money flowing into their pos- 
session without taxing the people. No vigilance is 
awakened, no suspicion is excited, and they come 
at last to consider the money in their hands rather 
as theirs than the people's. Iam for giving the 
money into the peoples own hands. f am for dis- 
tributing it among the states, and not for leaving it 
here, at the seat of federal power, to be used, per- 
haps, little better under (he coming administration. 

But now, to return. There has been another cu- 
rious topic of inquiry suggested by my friend from 
Alabama, as to what the opinions of gen. Harrison 
are or are hot on this subject of pre-emption. I do 
not think it a very proper subject for our inquiry. 
The gentleman tells us that gen. Harrison is in favor 
of pre-emption. EIshould like to know whether the 
gentleman's convictions on this subject were as dis- 
tinctly announced before the people of Alabama, 
during the late canvass, as they are now given tons? 
[A laugh]. I should think, however, that we shall 
best consult the publie interest, as well as the dig- 
nity of the senate, by Inllowing what we onrselves 
consider proper on any point of public policy, rather 
than by occupying our time on an inquiry what may 
be the opinions of a president elect. It is not in 
nrder to speak here, in debate, of the opinions of a 
president aetually in power; the same course of rea- 
soning ought to render us very cautious to observe a 
like reserve asto the personal sentiments of a pre- 
sident elect. So faras Lam myself concerned, I ain 
entirely careless what inquiries the senator insti- 
tates on that subject. Butif his researches have 
shown that gen. Harrison is in favor of pre-emption, 
do not the same proofs show with equal evidence 
that he is in favor of distribution? If he takes gen. 
Harrison as his guide, let him follow him through- 
out; let him take my proposition for pre-emption 
united wilh distribution. Has he not the same evi- 
dence of the opinions ol gen. Harrison for the one’ 
that he has for the othe1? He has, and, I think evi- 
dence a little more authentic. So far as that name 
has any weight in the matter, the weight is in my 


| scale; but L regret the aid of any such authority; it 


is hot a fit subject for our consideration; we should 
act like independent men, fiom our own judgment 
of what is right, 
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In all this argument, our references to the recent 
decisions of the people seem to attract no regard 
from gentlemen on the other side. When we ask 
them to panse, becanse the people have since acted, 
and their newly ehosen agents are not yet here, our 
argument is met with something like a sneer. The 
thing is said to be incomprehensible. The senator 
from Missouri cannot understand the late movement; 
he says it is mere mockery to call it an election. — 


According to another organ of the party, it is the | 


effect of ignorance and drunkenness. According to 
another, it is the work of foreign bribery. And ac- 
cording to yet another, the whole mystery is ex- 
plained by referring it to the operation of log cabins 
and coon skins! [A laugh]. Yes, without purpose 
or prineiple, the American people have fallen down 
and worshipped the effigy of a log cabin adorned 
with coon skins. Is this fit language to be held by 
American senators? Gentlemen, I admit, have 
canse for grief—for inward grief; but I should say it 
was not, at least, very politic to sooth their grief by 
sneering at the people. The gentlemen stand very 
high; their authority is no doubt of great weight; 
but to sneer at twelve hnudred thonsand voters has 
in it something a little iidienlous. They are too 
many, entirely, to sneer at. It is going a good way 
to say that they are an ignorant drunken set, and 
that their decision at the ballot-box is all a matter of 
log cabins and coon skins. It is still more serious 
to say they were bribed by British gold. The whole 
country knows better. Where is the man who has 
not witnessed the late glorious assemblages of the 
people? And who that saw them gathering by 
thousands and millions from one end of the land to 
the other, can doubt where the expression of the 
publie will came from? It was the deep, self-mov- 
ed, sponlaneons movement of an indignant peopie. 
The people, the people, they must bear the brunt of 
the gentletnen’s displeasure. The voice of 1,200,000 
voters is quite sufficient to prove that none of the 
causes whieh have been assigned are the true ones. 
We are right, it is the judginent of the people on a 
rejected administration; it may liave been erroneous; 
the present administration may have been the very 
purest that ever existed; but it is neither they nor I 
that is to be the judge on that subject. Aithough 
they have spent 135 millious, and have nothing to 
show for it but the receipts—(the gentleman says 
he has got all the papers before him) [a laugh]— 
yet it may all be very right. Still the people, by 
the constitution, have been constituted the rightful 
judges; they have sat upon the question, and it will 
not suffice to set aside the verdict of snch a jury 
and say they were moved by coon skins, stupified 
by the orgies of alog cabin, and, to complete the 
climax ol corruption, that a senator was aclually 
seen to walk in a procession of the common people! 
Well, I suppose I am called to take my share ot the 
burden. I acknowledge to the gentlemen that I 
myself (and this is, perhaps, the very crime alluded 
to) was one ofa long procession marching as proud- 
ly and as trininphantly as ever men did march to the 
vescue of their country; yes, and feeling iayself 
prouder to he one of the people moving in the ma- 
jesty of their might, than ever I felt, even in my 
place upon this fior. And should senators, like 
other folks on a match, suifer the inconvenience of 
a little dust, why, they can bear it. I do not see, 
when the people are thus walking in solemn pro- 
cession to the altars of their conntry, that senators 
or any other dignitaries are greatly soiled or defil- 
ed, or exhibit any very great stoop of condescen- 
‘sion, should they happen to get a little of the 
sol of Ireedom deposited in the forin of dust upon 
their Anë new coals—ay, or even in their months, 
(for a senator told us they were almost choked). 
Is it a degradation for a senatar to go down among 
the people? Is it going down? Does he degrade 
his senatorial dignity by walking with his fellow 
citizens, cheering ard encouraging them by his 
presence as they march to the ballot box? Not in 
my opinion. The gentleman may call me a fede- 
ralist, by which, I suppose, he means an aristocrat; 
but my federalism does not consider it as the least 
reproach to walk with the people. I am one of 
them; and I hold it no degraitation to be seen by 
their side. Other gentlemen may hold tliemselves 
bound by thew dignity to eschew such gatherings, 
and may shrink, like a ball-room exquisite, fram 
the contact of a little dust—I cannot feel, or think, 
or act with tbem. For myself,I saw none of the 
drunkenness; nothing of the orgies which so re- 
volted tlie feelings of an honorable senator. I saw 
nothing but countless gatherings of the people, met, 
under a common impulse, for a common purpose, 
deporting theraselves in a manner as orderly as gen- 
tlemen in this senate, and understanding what they 
were about at least as well as we do. 
But all this is said with a view to weaken the 
coming administration. Gentlemen who despise 
the people—yes, those democrats who consider it 


degrading even to walk with them—are beginning 
to destroy the people’s president by prejudice; they 
‘hold him up to contempt, as a man chosen by bri- 
bery, by drunkenness, and by ignorance, that he 
may be condemned beforehand. ‘They are muster- 
ing forces for the battle against the people and the 
people's eaudidate. I will enter no such raitks. So 
far as my feeble voice and my vote can go, the peo- 
ple's choice shall be respected; for I believe they 
are capable of understanding and acting for them- 
selves, evenif they are the ignorant, corrupt. and 
druken set which their heretotore adorers represent 
them to be. 

[Mr. Bucuanan. The gentleman looks toward 
me; did I ever represent them as ignorant or drun- 
ken?] 

Mr. Critrenven, Never, never, The gentle- 
man will excuse ine for looking at him. [A langh.]| 
He never did. But I say that this is done for the 
sake of opposition to the president who is coming 
iuto offiee; it has been determined on before he has | 
had an opportunity to perform one official act. But 
itis in vam. This coon skin huipbuggery is all to 
be put aside. The Ides of March—the Ides of 
March are coming; and already this bellowing 
against an untried administration has commenced. 
I desire the people to know it. I wish them to un- 
derstand how the man whom they have elected to 
bear the weight of government is to be received. 
No means of warfare, however unrelenting or | 
fierce, are to be spared. Already the sound of bat- | 
tle is hurtling in the air. It has been resolved, by | 
calumnies and slanders in advance, to undermine, | 
aud, if possible, to overthrow the new administra- 
tion. Butthe calnmnies are so gross that they will | 
divert rather than provoke the people. I do not! 
say that all who are opposed fo gen. Harrison will | 
pursue snca a course; but I predict that this will 
be the policy ot an active and malignant section of 
the party in opposition. No president ever took 
office amidst such difficulties as the president elect 
will be called to encounter. You leave hin aeoun- 
try embarrassed; you leave him a treasury swept 
out clean, as my friend from Pennsylvania says —— 

[Mr. Bucuanan. No, I did not.] 

What, indeed, have you leit uüswepl? You do, 
indeed, leave him a law authorising the issue of 
treasury notes—the glorions privilege of going in 
debt the moment be comes into office. Will the 
gentleman say that they leave him one dollar— 
one hard dollar of the “constitutional currency?” 
This hard money government—a government which 
(or twelve years has been proclaiming every thing 
trash but the constitutional eurrency—after twelve 
years of palmy administration. when now it is 
about to leave the house of the people, what does it 
leave behind? The honorable senator from Penn- 
sylvania could not find any thing left but the privi- 
lege of issuing a promissory note. No; nota dol-} 
lar could he put his finger on. The secretary of | 
the treasury says he shall not he able to pay up to 
the 1st of March, aud therefore he asks for an is. 
sue of treasury notes to auswer his own purpose. 
President Harrison, then, is left to come into the 
government withoat one dollar at his command. 
You have spent one hundred and thirty-five mil- 
lions in four years; your treasury does not contain 
a dollar; and you bequeath to your successor no- 
thing but debts. You have sold and administered 
on all the goods and chattles of the government. | 
[A laugh.] The debt due you from the Bank of, 
the United States you have traffieed off; you have: 
collected all extra income, and spent it, together 
with all the aeeruing revenue, and you have no- 
thing left. You took the government with fifteen 
millions of surplus revenue in the treasury; you 
soon ordered the issue of five millions of treasury 
notes; the seeretary, to make all sure, took six mil- | 
| lions. Of the thirty-six millions ordered to be dis- | 
tributed among the states you reserved nine mil. | 
lions, and from the Bank of the United States you | 
got eight millions, making, in all, twenty-three | 
millions of dollars surplus over and above the re- 
venue; and yet, now our seeretary of the treasury 
comes and preaches us lectures on economy, and 
thinks the Harrison adininistration may get along | 
for a year without a dollar to begin with, and with | 
all the debts of the past administration on its shoul- | 
iders. He calculates nineteen millions from the | 
customs, when the calculation is for gen. ITariison; 
when for himself, he reduces it for tne first quarter | 
to three millions, which would make his receipts | 
for the year but twelve milliona. Ie makes a long | 
court for Harrison, and calculates he may get along 
(if he will reduce the expenditures. This is the so- 
vereign remedy; he leaves us a vast legacy of eco- 
nomy; he bequeaths us sage lessons, very good, to 
be sure, particularly when accompanied witb an| 
empty treasury; and, to complete the inheritance, | 
he adds a vast experience of the ills of extrava- 
gance. i 


| 


But I am going too far away. There i 
ground taken by the E from ee a 
which he seems to grasp at as his last hope, Tee 
isa day of dreadful retribution coming. A day is 
coming, he hopes, when no democrat will have to 
run the gauntlet of this administration. “No demo- 
crat." In our political contests terms change and 
shift so much that it is not easy to know what is in- 
tended: but let me inquire of the honorable senator 
what he means by “democrat.” 

[Mr. Cray was understood to say, 
friend to state rights and republicanisin 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Very good. 
the gentleman what [ mean by à republican: I un- 
derstand by it a friend to republican government as 
established hy the constitution of the United States: 
aman who is ready to defend all. the tights of the 
general government, and state governments, and of 
individuals, which they possess by virtue of the 
constitution. By democracy I mean repnblican 
government as established by the constitution, That 
1s constitutional democracy. Who goes tor that is 
a democrat. A man may be more, or he may be less 
but [ hold him to be a democrat who acknowledges 
and submits to all that the eonstitutior, enjoins; and 
I trust the time is coming when democracy of this 
stamp will have no gauntlets to run... Of that we 
have had enough, in all conscience. In this sense 
I may say, I was born a democrat—I was raised a 
deimocrat—and I hope to be always faithful to this 
democratic standard. When I hear gentlemen of 
every political stripe partaking something of the 
loco foeo, something of the federalist, and distin- 
guished chiefly by devotion to executive power, all 
labelled “democrat,” I feel willing that any body 
may take such democracy that likes. «I’{} nove of 
it" But when you come to genuine constitutional 
democracy, I will pnt my foot as far as he who 
goes furthest. That is my democracy. I inherit 
it; itis mine both by education and practice. The 
gentleman, I believe, did not claim demoeracy as 
theirs exclusively. There may be some pretext for 
such a claim when those who make it are in a very 
decided majority, and under such circumstances, 
though they may take what does not belong to 
them, they are guilty only of trespass under color of 
title; but now—now that the verdict of the people 
has been given, gentlemen would do well to mind 
how they take their neighbor’s names or policy. 
When you eall yonrselves democrats, consider me 
as challenging your right to the title, and as elaim- 
ing it, in the name of the people, for their presi- 
dent eleet. "The name of “democrat” is the peo- 
ple’s name; it is the people’s property; they have 
the sovereign right to bestow it; and they have be- 
stowed it on their true friends. In giving the his- 
tory of these times, I should denote you by an alias; 
and call you ‘federalists alias democrats.” [A 
laugh]. I hope you will take this as a friendly 
warning that, after the 4th of Maich next, I shall 
consider it more than a trespass if you take the 
term democrat as yours. Gentlemen must not take 
away from the people the name of democrat. If 
the people are not democrats, who are? They are 
what you have boastfully called thero, “the demn- 
cracy"—*"'the democracy of numbers’—and this 
democraey of numbers have, in every practicable 
form, consulted upon and demanded the distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the public domain. Let us 
heed their voiee. Let us follow their instructions. 
It does not seem to me that any of us should be 
dissatisfied with the measure I propose. [think 
there is in that measure so much of the nature of 
eompromise as might, of itself, render the idea ac- 
ceptable to the people of the United States, whose 
union is but a compromise upon a large seale. The 
new states are anxious for more seftlers; } as- 
sure them of my entire and perfect Syinpathy, and 
Ishall ever be ready fo go as far to advance their 
policy in this respect as a. sense of duty will allow 
me to go. I think, if this compromise can be made, 
I shall be at liherty, as a trustee, to adopt the whole 
as a wise aud well-balanced system for the adminis- 
tration of the publie lands. 

Atterall I have heard, I can hardly hope that my 
proposition will be adopted; but I have accomplish- 
ed my whole desire, at this time, by bringing it be- 
fore the people of the United States. I desire the 
remofest settler on our frontier to know that though 
he may, as a settler, have thought me his enemy, I 
am willing to grant him a pre-emption if he will 
only consent fo a just distribution of the proceeds 
of the sale. Though my plan is not adopted heie, 
my hope is tliat if. may be extensively küown, and 
that it will effectually answer any ealumnions aecu- 
sation ofenmity on my part toward the settlers of the 
wilderness. And now let me close with one remark: 
a solemn conviction of duty, and an unfeigned re- 
gard to the poor and meritorions cultivator of the 
soil, have been the sole motives of my action here. 

[DEBATE TO BE CONTINUED.] 


e reply, “a 
Now 1 wili tell 
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CHRONICLE. 

Banxs. An important decision. In a ease recently 
before the enurt of eommon pleas in Dauphin county, 
judge Parsons decided “the true rule of poliey and of 
ae, to be: That when bank notes are current itt, the 
place in which they are paid, aud they are received 
without objeetion, un 


the facts, it eould not be inferred that it had, although 
at the time, the notes in the place where the bank is 
located, are not current but utterly worthless, still, in 
law, itis a valid payment ol à pre-existing debt, and 
when so received, and the debt or judgment satisfied, 
itis a payment, and the original debt is relinquished. 

The ease has been removed to the supreme court for 
revision. 

Baxxrvrrcies. By a return of the failures whieh 
oecurred in Paris during the year 1840, it appears they 
were 526 in number, and amounted to 49,595 000f. say 
$10,000,000, The assets are set down at 32,806,000!. 
but the amount is merely ideal. 


The total number of bankruptcies ia England and | 


Wales, gazetted the last year, was 1,425, [and amount- 
ed to $100,000,000] being an exeess of 342 over the 
year 1539. 

Boston—wealth—taxation—the number of persons in 
thal eity who pay taxes to the amount of $500 aad up- 
wards is as follows: 


135 persons paid $500 and upwards. 
4} Dy 1,000 La 
22 Be 1,500 [o 
10 “ 2,000 “ 
6 te 2,500 “ 
2 Ke 5,000 “ 


t [m 


7,000 


E 
The taxes of John Parker, esq. are $7,011; those of 


Peter C. Brooks, esq. are $5,026, 


Britis ovrrace. Capt. Wyse, of the Leonidas, ar- 
rived in Baltimore from Rio de Janeiro, states that on 
the 6th of Mareh, in lat. 9 30 S. long. 3547 W. he 
was fired mto and brought to by the British sloop-of- 
war Rose; the boat sent on board, the papers demand- 
ed and examined under the plea of supposition that 
she was a slaver. After detaining him for some time, 
she was allowed to proceed. 


Dritisu erorms. The following abstraets from the 
official report to parliament of the export of woollen 
fobrics, mixed with cotton, linen, 4c. from Great Britain 
to the U. States, shew a remarkable increase, which 
perhaps some of your readers ean explain. 


In 1838, 136,939 yards. Official value £12,403 
1539, 631,200  " ie 35,317 
1540, 1,108,519 ^" “ 83,853 


BUSINESS CONVENTION. We notice that in severa] of 


the counties of Pennsylvania, meetings are being held | 


for the purpose of electing delegates to the convention 
of business men, to convene at Harrisburg on the 25th 
of May nest, to promote the agricultural, manutaetur- 
ing, mechanical and mining interests. 


CONNECTICUT ELECTION. 
For governor. 


1541. 1540. 
Elsworth. Nicoll, Ellsworth Niles. 

Whig, V. B. Wiss. V. B. 
Iartford eonnty 5,194 — 3,558 6045 — 4697 
New Haven 4.337 3203 4,951 4,160 
New London 3.173 2,541 3 569 3,065 
Fairfield 3,419 2.612 4,159 4,000 
Windham 2,342 1,806 2,686 2,357 
Litehfield 3,919 3,136 4,393 3,513 
Middlesex 3,878 1902 2353 2277| 
Tolland 1,736 1,370 1,959 

p 7 n E ns 95 » 

058 pss 30,9351 29,353 Amerie 
Whig ma) 5,620 
Do. in April last 1572 


Sir members of congress. 


1841. 1839. 
Joseph Trumbull 1,275 P Mr. Trumbull 1,081 
Wm. W. Boardinan 1,116 * Storrs* 134 
Thos. W. Williams — 620 |. “ Wilhams 90 
Thos. B. Oshorne 509 | Osborne 300 
ruman Smith 518| “ Smith 523 
John 1. Brockway 912 | “ Broekway 526 
5,550 2,654 
2.654 
Whig gain 2,4096 
Legislature, 

Counties, Whig V. n. Vacancies. 
Hartford i 12 11 
New Laven 16 ni 5 
New London 15 10 2 
Fairfield 19 6 5 
Litehticld 22 6 9 
Windham 15 2 4 
Tolland 12 6 2 
Middlesex 6 8 3 

116 51 4l 


Every senator excupt one, is now whiz. 


, *Resizned in 1840, and hon. Wm. Boardinan elceted 
in lus place. 


d paid in good faith, without any | 
knowledge that the bank had tailed; or where, from | 


Corron—Liverpool. The sales of the week, ending 

the 271h ult. were 15,650 bales; 3,570 Upland at 65 10 
73; 3,000 Mobile, &c. 61 to 73; 5,500 New Orleans, 6j 
to 55. 
Tie sales of the week, ending April 3d, are 18,700 
bales, of which 1,700 of American are placed to specu- 
tation account, and 1,300 of various descriptions for 
export. There was also forwarded into the interior 
unsold last month 1,020 bales. We quote the prices of 
all descriptions !d. to 2d. lower this week, with a flat 
| and heavy market at the decline. 


Deatus. During the last week, in New York, 163, 
of which 29 were of consumption, and 53 under 2 
years of age. 

Dreapren statistics. From the Ist of January 
last to the Ist inst. there have been 74 murders and 63 
snicides. Of the suicides, 19 came to sudden death by 
intemperance; 12 by taking landanum, and other poi- 
sons; 7 by hanging themselves; 7 by eutting their 
throats; 5 by drowning, aud 5 by shooting themselves. 

Ot the murders, 6 were in New York, 6 in Ohio, 4 
in Georgia, 4 in New Orleaus, 2 in Virginia, 2 in Ver- 
mont, 2 in New Jersey, 2in Kentneky, J in Arkansas. 

Of suicide, 32 were in New. York, 8 in Pennsylva- 
nia, 7 in Massachusetts, 6 in New Orleans, 2 in Con- 
necticut, tin Maioe, 1 in Kentueky, 1 in South Caro- 
lina, 1 in Wiskonsan, ] in Rbode Island, 3 in Virginia. 

Erections. The general election took place in Vir- 
ginia on Thursday last, the 22d inst. Congressmen 
were eleeted in Rhode Island on the 20th inst. 


Fisuertes. Shad in the Potamac are abundant. 
Superior quality are selling at Georgetown at $4 50 a 
hundred. At N. York they bring $35 a hundred. 


© TRE EXPLORING EXPEDITION. Sailed from Oahu, 
Nov. 16, U. S. brig Porpoise, capt. Riggold, comman- 
der; Dee. 2, ship Peacock, Wm. L. lIudson, comman- 
der; and schooner Flyiog Fish, S. Knox; 3d, ship Vin- 
| cinnes, C. Wilkes, commander,—all on a cruise. 


| Frovm. Prices remain with hardly a variation as 


last quoted. 

New Orleans, April 14. There have been 4,000 bar- 
rels of flour sold at $4 30, eash. The stock in port is 
now fally 25,000 barrels, of which 11,000 are in transitu. 
For Rio de Janeiro there. are, of this amount, 7,000, 
and for St. Thomas and a market, 2,000. 


Fort Wasnincton. We learn from the Alexandria 
Gazette, that under the appropriations for Fort Wash- 
iogton, passed by congress at its last session, the re- 
fituag of that lorüfieauon has comnieneed. 


TRucnanp Hovenron, the talented and indefatigable 
editor of the Boston Atlas is no more! The Mercan- 
tle Journal says: “Mr. Hanghton, in the Atlas of this 
morning, announced his intention of proceeding to 
Europe, in the Acadia; and at about 12 o'clock, while 
making arrangements for his departure, and apparent- 
ly in the possession of as much health as he had en- 
joyed for soiae months past, he was suddenly attacked 
with illness, probaly apoplexy, and immediately expired. 

Mr. Houghton was well known asan able editor. 
In industry and enterprise he has seldom been equal- 
led—his political knowledge was very extensive, and 
under his direction, the Atlas has exercised a great in- 
fluence in matters eonneeted with our state and na- 
tional governments for several years. Perhaps no pa- 
per iu the union has furnished more important aid in 
bringing abont the late great political revolution, which 
resulted in the election of. William Henry Harrison. 

Mr. Haughton had many warmly attached personal 
as well as political friends, for he possessed many 
qualines honorable to human nature—and his sudden 
and premature death, he being only about forty-five 


1,561 | years old, will carry sorrow to many a manly bosom. 


Ice. An English paper mentions that one of the 
i an ships at Caleutta, recently landed 400 tons 
ice, which sold at the wholesale rate of one penny per 
pound, neating a profit, exclusive of port duties, ol up- 
wards of £3,700 sterling. 


New Yomk. City election returns. — Mayorality— 
April, 18407 1510, : 
Wards, Morris. Phenix, Scat, Varian, Phonir. 

1 426 950 7 :530 1,062 
2 317 675 3 402 oot 
3 512 1,251 8 553 1,373 
4 1,030 1,021 1,31 1,035 
5 1,053 1,270 9 1,169 1,350 
6 1,076 1019 ARI 769 
7 1475 1,561 9 1,553 1714 
8 1797 — 151 2,145 1,908 
9 1,735 1.256 6 1.992 1,425 
10 1,487 1,263 FI 1,614 1,326 
li 1,417 594 1,548 661 
13 504 376 2 706 270 
13 1,319 1,003 10 1,502 1,034 
14 1,226 943 1,407 1,053 
15 609 1120 — 6 631 1,530 
16 1,283 957 3 1415 'gas 
n 1,257 1,153 1,332 — 1,213 
Total, 18,513 18,108 dy o9 941 19,624 


Morris’ majority, 437.  Varian’s majority, 1,617. 
Whig gain froin last year, 1,180, Ms 

Albany. unis Van Vechten, whig. is elceted mayor 
by a majority of eight votes. Last year the whig mayor 
had 368 majority. The aggregate vote is larger than it 
was last spring, but the Whig vote wus 27 lesa. 
Six out ol the ten. wards have eleeted whig council- 
men. 
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LLL ee em 


Mz. WirLras Lapp, extensively known as a man of 
warm hearted benevolence, who for a lang series of 
years has devoted his time, his property, his talents to 
ihe dissemination of the principles of peace, died in 
Portsmouth, on Friday evening last. 


Norru BEND. The aceonnt of the fire which took 
place was exaggerated. The main building of the 
mansion and nearly all the furniture was saved—main- 
ly by the exertions of the Irish laborers from the vicinity- 


NATIONAL INSTITUTION. We understand that Dr. 
Owen has lately forwarded to Washington the eollec- 
tion of specimens of rocks and minerals which he 
made during his geological survey of Iowa and Wis- 
konsan; also a seleetion made by him of European 
minerals from the eollection of the late William Ma- 
elure, esq. Both collections are destined for the Na- 
tional institute, lately formed at the seat of government. 

Dr. Owen, we learn, is now engaged in making a 
collection of specimens along the Ohio, from the states 
of Olo, Indiana and Kentucky. Fro this collection 
a complete suite of geological speeimens, illustrative of 
the formations along the Ohio river, will he forwarded 
to the National institution. [Louisiana Adv. 


Om. The U. S. Gazette says: "lt will astonish 
many not conversant with the business, to learn that 
the oil necessary to work the engines on the Columbia 
rail road, sevetity-one miles in length, eost last year 
sixteen thousand six hundred and thirty-one dollars 
and ninety cents. .A good large whale ship, well 
manned, and in the best luek, weuld scarcely supply 
the demands of the rail road. 


For tae Rocky mountains. The steamer Trapper, 
belonging te the Ameriean far company, left St. Lonis 
on the 7th inst. for the Yellow Stone river. On board 
were alarge number of hunters, all of whom appeared 
in the highest spirits, and the deck was strewed with 
their paraphernalia. She will be absent about tour 
months. 


Snow storms. In the vicinity of Hartford, beginning 
25th of October, 1840, to the first of Mareh, 1541, we 
have had 17, average abont 45 inehes deep. Aggregate 
onlevelaboutsix feet six inches. In all to 20th March 
17, aggregate 8 feet. 


Sreamer. The Aeadia left Boston for Halifax and 
Liverpool, on the 16th, with 85 passengers, 7,500 letters 
and 7 large bags of newspapers. Capt. Miller was so 
much indisposed as to be unable to go out in her, and 
Mr. Scott has command. 


Steam FRIGATES. On Monday-an experimental trip 
was made with the steam frigates whieh have been built 
at New York for the Spanish government. The result 
of the trial was in all respects graulying. There are 2 
of them, named the Lion and Eagle—each of 670 tons— 
breadth of beam 30 feet 8 inches, do. over all 49 feet six 
inches—length on deck 154 feet, length over all 170 teet. 
Each vessel can earry fuel for 20 days’ consumption,and 
of course, can easily make voyages aeross the Atlantic. 
They have round sterns and are pierced for twelve car- 
ronades, besides being arranged to carry, each, one of 
the Paixhan gunsin the stern. Their figure heads 
correspond to their names. [Sun. 


Carr. Josian STURGIS, of ihe revenue eutter 1amil- 
ton, stationed in Boston harbor, has been presented by 
the American Lile Boat eompany, in that city, with a 
splendid gig, built on a new model, in cousideration of 
ina having saved the lives of eleven lads in the summer 
of 1840. 


Sucar. Dy a doenment concerning the eultivation 
of sugar, trausmitted by the legislature of Louisiana to 
congress, it appears there are 525 sugar estates in that 
state, employing 40,000 hands and 10,000 horses, and 
thst the average erop is equal to 70,000 hogsheads of 
1,000 lbs. or 70,000,000 Ibs. sugar and 350,000 gallons 
molasses; the average value of sngar is six cents per 
pound, and molasses 20 eents per gallon, 


Town AFFAIR. The inhabitants of a town in Con- 
necticut, itis said, have voted that, whereas thu selling 
of rum 15 profitable to the seller and unprolitable to. the 
town, the town will take the business into their own 
bands. They aceordingly appointed a man to sell spi- 
nts fur them, voted him a salary, ordered the select 
men to furnish the rum, and directed the agent to re- 
Gilet every mun who bought the rum, and the quantity 

ought. 


"TREASURY NOTES. Treasury department, April 3, 
1541. Amount ot treasury notes issued under the pro- 
visions of tbe acts of congress of the 12th October, 1837, 
the 21st of May, 1833, and the 2d of March, 1839, 
$19,567,036 22 

19,370,358 93 


Amount redeemed of those issues 


Leaving nutstanding 
Issued under the act of 
31st March 1840, 
R..deeined of that issue 
about 


190,727 29 
7,114,251 31 
2,316,915 78 


4,797,335 53 


Outstanding of the above issues, 4,983,062 52 
Issued under the act of 
15th February, 1311, 


1,327,874 95 
Redeemed of that issue 


14,612 90 


1,313,262 05 
Aggregate outstending Ist instant 6,304,324 87 
T. EWING, secretary of the treasury. 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

The Great Western arrived at New York about 
1 o’clock, on Saturday, the 24th inst. having made 
the passage insixteen days—a very short one for 
this season of the year. i 

Among the passengers are Mr, Bates, managing 
partner of the late firin of Barring, Brothers & Co. 
with his lady and a party of triends; also professor 
Wayland, Joseph Hanni, esq. lady and daughter, 
Miss Jaudon, &c. 

The news brought by the Great Western will be 
read with deep interest. 

ENGLAND. 

Non-arrival of the President. Up to the closing 
of the mail trom Liverpool to Loudon, on the 7th 
inst. the steamer President hud not arrived, and it 
will be seen by the following extracts from the Lon- 
don Courier, that the most painful anxiety prevail- 
ed concerning her fate. 

A rumor prevailed here yesterday, and was pret- 
ty generally credited, that the President, about 
which such painful surmises are afloat, had been 
seen making for the Azores, in order to procure 
fuel. The statement turns out to be incorrect, but 
as yesterlay was Sunday, it was almost impossible 
iu trace it to its origin. Two vessels ariived here 


ycsterday from St. Michaels, one of the Azores— | 
the Lynx and the Star of the West. They sailed | 
in company on Thursday week, and arrived with | 


the same tide. The crew ot both vessels say that; 
| stable of Windsor and anuther person named Need- 


from the time of the sailing until reaching the chan- 
nel, they saw no steamer whatever. This is con- 
elusive asto the lalsehood of the report. 


lantic. In tbe mean time, public anxiety is stretch- 


There | 
can be no doubt that the President experienced the | D 
same hurricane which the Caledonia steamer en- | course ol yesterday. 
countered on the 43th and t4th ult. which is de- | 
scribed by some old captains on board as being one | 


of the most severe they ever witnessed in the At- | gery. 


[From the Shipping Gazette of April 7.) 
Half past treat per cent. has been pani out 
of doors on the President, and thereis a doubt whe- 
ther any thing less than 30 per cent. would be ac- 
cepted in the subscription room at Lloyd's. She 
was first insured at five per cent. 

House of commons— Case of McLeod. Viscount 
Palmerston said that the next motion in the paper 
was one of the honorable member from Kilkenny, 
relating to the diilerences at present existing be- 
tween this country and the government ot the Unit- 
ed States, and to the arrest of MeLeod. He put it 
to his honorable friend whether, at the present mo- 
ment, he would think it necessary to bring this 
question under the consideration of the house. For 
liis part, he did not see the expediency of bringing 
forward this question at the present moiment.— 
(Hear.) 

He trusted that there existed, on the part both of 


Corn markel— Liverpool, April 6. Since last 
market day the arrivals have been of fair amount, 
both of wheat and oats, and also flour, from the U. 
States. The weather is variable, but on Ihe whole 
very seasonable. At to-day’s market the better 
kinds of British and foreign wheat were both more 
in request; and though the sales were limited in 
amount, they fully realized the prices of this day 
week. Inferior kinds, however, were 1d. or 2d. low- 
er: 

A reduction of Gd, per barrel and 1s. per sack 
was submitted to, but at the reduced rates the sales 
were entirely of a retail description. No sales iu 
bond are reported. Oats declined 1d. to 2d. per 45 
Ib. and were dull of sale. Oatmeal was also 3d. to 
6d. a sack lower, and only in very limited demand. 
Other articles were steady at former quotations. 

Collon market. We lave had a steady market 
to-day, at which 2,000 bags of all descriptions bave 


the government of the United States and that of 
this country, an anxious desire to bring this matter 
to an amicable and satisfactory termination. (Hear, 
hear.) These inatters had excited a strong feeling 
hoth at this side of the Atlantic and the other, and 
whilst these matters were the subject of communi- 
cation between the two governments, any thing 
like a discussion of their defails could only tend to 
delay, perhaps to defeat the object, not only of his 
honorable friend, but that of the Euglish govern- 
ment and the government of the United States.— 
(Hear, hear.) He hoped, therefore, his honorable 
friend would postpone his motion. (Hear, hear.) | 

Mr. Hume said, no person was more anxious to 
see relations of friendship inanifested between this 
country and the United States. He was opposed 
to war of any kind, but a war with the U. States 
would be a most unnatural war. (Hear, hear. )— 
After what had been stafed by the noble lord, he 
had no objection to postpone his motion. 

Last night, in the house of commons, Mr. Hume 
was about to move for all the correspondence inthe 
Caroline affair, but desisted, at the request of lord 
Pahinerston, who stated that if the negociations are 
made public at present it might embarrass proceed- 
ings between the two governments—both of whom 
were desirous of preserving peace. Mr. Huine 
said, lie would postpone his eall till after the recess. 

Preparations. The London Naval and Military 
Gazette says that sixteen war steamers are ordered 
to be built, six of the first class and ten ol’ the se- 
cond, all to be armed with guns of ten inch calibre. 
Several of these will be laid down immediately, and 
the frames of the whole covered without delay, so 
as to be ready against tlie engines are prepared, 

The robbery at Windsor castle. April 6th. This 
morning Richard Lovegrove, the party suspected 
of being concerned in the extensive depredations at 
the castle, and who was advertised in the Police 
Gazette of Friday, arrived at Windsor by the eight | 


o'cioek train fram Paddington, with the high con- 


ham, fo whom, it is stated, (but from the secresy 
observed it is iinpossible at present to obtain the 
correct particulars), he gave himsel up in the 


Thomas Stevenson, ex-mayor of Staford, lias 
been exauiined and held to bail on a charze of for- 


There was another rumor, coming by way of | 


ed fo its utmost teasion respecting her fate; and it} Russia, on the 6th, that the China dispute had been 


also forne Ihe almost exclusive subject of conver- | 


sation. 
1th, P. M.—The accounts received from Liver- 
pool this morning deseribe the excitement existing 
on account of the President to exceed any thing of 
the kind ever remembered in connection with stip- 
ing. As yet we have nothing on which lo found 
any satislactory opinion respecting the canse of de- 


Yrüe Liverpool Albion says—nothing whatever 
has been heard of the President steamer. If she 
has run tu the sonthward, and made for the West- 
erp isles, for the purpose of replenishing her coal, 
she is not yet due. The Liverpool steam ship was, 
in the winter of 1539, compelled to run to the saine 


islands to replenish her coal, having been 27 days | East will coufirin the satisfactory conclusion anti- 
on the passage from New York to Liverpool, via | cipated. 


Fayal. The prevalent opinion is, that the Presi- 


deut must have ron to the Western isles, and that | alarmingly ill, but was considered betterat the las! 


she may be expected to atrive in a few days, 
Vou. X—$?1s 9. 


adjusted, but it was noteredited. Even the Globe, 
anxious to grasp at any thug favorable, could only 
present the following: 

The source of the report which we gave vester- 
day in our city correspondence, respecting the set- 
tleinent of the dispute between this country and 
China, was letters received via Petersburg by par- 
lies who, on a foriner occasion, (the arrival of our 
expedition near the mouth of the Pekin river), had 
intelligence of it by the same route some weeks | 
earlier than the India mails. 

Without, therefore, being able to confirm the re- 
port from other sources, we hope that its substance, 
the concession of our claims by the Chinese, will 
prove correct, and that the next arrivals from the 


been sold, including 200 Orleans at 8d. for export, 
and notin bond. Prices are steady; in fact we no- 
tice no change whatever. 

FRANCE. 

There is very little news of importance in the 
Paris papers, which are still occupied to a great 
extent with the lortification bill. Tue journals, 
the most opposed to the project, seem to think that 
even now some means may be devised to prevent 
it from being carried into execution. 

The copyright bill has been rejected by the 
chamber oi deputies. The main principle of the 


| bill was to give the family of an author or artist an 


exclusive interest in his works for thirty-years af- 
ter his decease. This principle appeared at one 
moment to be agreed to; but other difficulties arose, 
n the bill, after a fortnight's discussion, has been 
ost. 

Military and naval power, 
by sea and land, amount to 492,671 men, and 
112,774 horses, for the army; and for the navy to 120, 


artoed vessels, viz: 20 ships of the line, 22 frigates _ 
45 corvettes, brigs, &c. and 35 steamers—manned - 


by 46,415 seamen, besides 4,350 artillerymen, and 
15,551 infantry, to defend the ports, arsenals and 
colonies. 

AFRICA. 

The Monitor publishes advices from Algiers ofthe 
22d ult. The depaiture of the expedition destined to 
revictual the garrisons of Miliana and Medeah had 
been delayed several days, in order that the duke de 
Aumale might accompany it. It was to consist of 
10 battalions of infantry, anda regiment of African 
chesseurs, with a battery of field artillery, and 
would remain 15 days. 

An order of the governor general, which placed 
the national guards of the colony under the com- 
mand of the military authorities, had created con- 
siderable dissatisfaction among the European po- 
pulation of Algiers. This excitement had been 
greatly increased by the proclamation of gen. Bu- 
gnead, declaring Algeria to be under martial law. 

A letter from Angiers in the Journal des Debats, 
dated the 2d instant, says, that an immense float of 
timber, larzer thau any which is remeinbered to 
liave descended to. the Loire since the wars of the 
empire, has passed Pont de Ce on its way to Iu- 
dret. It aids, that this is not a fourth of the con- 
tingent, which is fo be supplied by the country 
washed by that river. This timber 1s designed, it 
is said, for tbe construction of the French trans- 
Atlactic steamers which are to be completed by 
the end of the present year. 

TUKEY. 

Affairs of the east. We have advices from Con- 
stantinople of the 27th nit. The Ottoman fleet re- 
turned to that capitol on the 16th, and bad resumed 
its former station along the European bank of the 
Bosphorus. 

In a conference held at Therapia, at lord Pon- 
sonby’s house, the reply of the porte to the petition 
of Mehemet Ali had been discussed. "The result 
of this conference is affirined to be that tlie porte is 
left to fhe alternative of yielding the modification 


| sought by Mehemet Ali of that part of the hatti 


schertfl which relates to the hereditary succession 
to tbe pasbalie, or of relinquishing all claim to the 
tuture intervention of the four’ powers in favor ol 
Turkey. The divan, it is therefore supposed, will 
conlorm to the wishes of the ambassadors. This 


Count Survilliers (Joseph Bonaparte) has been 


accounts. 


state of things is generally regarded as equivalent 
to a settlement of the eastern question. Thus far 


i 


* 


J: 
The forces of France, 4 ` 


9. 
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we report from a well informed Constantinople cor- 
respondent, Upon his statement we need only re- 
mark that the nuited influence ot the four powers 
upon the decision of the divan cannot fail of soe- 
cess, that influence being exercised in support only 


appeared at the head of the corps. We give be- 
low his address to the president, on behalf of him- 
self and his colleages, and the president’s reply. 

As the members of the body were respectively 
presented, the president spoke to RUM them of 

j le petition of the pasha. tbe relations, present or past, between his country 
Othe rique Fette riam initiated, (paraphe), jand the United States, and of his hope of tlie con- 
on the 15th ult. by the representatives of the five | tinuance of amigable relations; and received from 
great European powers and the ambassador of the | all congratulations and the assurance ol the desire 
porte, contains: of peace and amity with his country. 

A preamble of considerable length, stating and | In these short conversations wilh gentlemen, 
recognizing the rights ol the Ottoman porte as an | mostly stranger to him, tfe president was particu- 
independent power ìn her relations with the other | larly happy, and this, his first official intercourse 
European nations. with the representatives of other nations, was, we 

‘Articles 1 and 2, which stipulates the closing nf|doubt not, exceedingly satisfactory. Nothing, in- 
the Dardanelles against all foreign ships of war, | deed, could be more appropriate or in better taste 
without distinetion: than the president's remarks, aud the replies of the 

Article 3, which consists of an invitation to all} several members of the corps. (Nat. Intel. 
friendly powers, not parties to the treaty, to accede Mr. Bodisco’s address— translation. 
to it; and Mr. PazsipENT: The United States having been 

Article 4, which relates merely to the exchange | suddenly deprived of its supreme head, the consti- 
of the ratifications within a given tine. tution bas invested you with the chief magistracy 

The above are the entire contents of this im- | of the union. 
portant convention. The diplomatic corps has the honor to appear be- 
fore you, Mr. President, for the purpose of express- 
ing throngh me, its organ, its concern in the me- 
Madrid of the 27th and 28th nttimo. laucholy event which has so unexpectedly removed 

The regency question was more than ever the | general HARRISON from the hopes of the American 
order ot the day. In case the cortes should adopt E The diplomatic corps, hastens also to offer 

] 


SPAIN. 
We have received by express intelligence from 


the principle of a single regency, the duke of Vic- jup its vows, Mr. President, that your administra- 
tory will certainly be raised to that elevated station. | tion may be distinguished by the maintenance of 
But, if that of the triple regency should prevail, the | all the existing friendly relations, and by a constant 
authority will in all probability devolve on tlie duke, | increase in the prosperity of the United States. 
M. Argnelles and general Evaristo San Migule. The diplomatic corps embraces this opportunity, 
SOUTH AMERICA. Mr. President, to assure you of its earnest desires 


from Havana,with dates to the 15th inst. She brought The president’s reply. A 
over 70 passengers. Mr. Minister: In my character of. chiel ma- 
By the Courier of last evening, we learn, that a | gistrate of the United States, and in the name of 
few hours previous to the departure of the Natchez, |the people thereof, 1 have to return to the diploma- 
intelligence reached Havana, that 62 negroes from | tic. corps, whom on this occasion you represent, 
Jamaica, believed to be abolitionist emissaries, had | my acknowledgments for their expression of con- 
effected a landing on tlie south side of Cuba. Thirty | dolence on acconnt of the bereavement which this 
ol those black suhjects of queen Victoria had been |country has so recently sustained in the death of 
arrested, and ordered to be shot. The Spanish an- | its lamented and illustrious president. [ take oc- 
thorities were in pursuit of the others. Otherwise | casion, at the same time, to give the assurance that 
every thing was trauquil on the island. my most eainest desire, as his constitutional suc- 
[N. O. Pycaune. | cessor, will be to maintain and cherish the Iriendly 
TEXAS. relatinns which now so happily subsist between our 
Galveston dates io the 13th instant have been re- 
ceived at New Orleans. ; 
Judge Webb has been appointed envoy extraordi- 
nary and minister plenipotentiary to Mexico, and is 
to be conveyed by the San Bernard to Vera Cruz. 
There had been another fight with the Indians, 
about fifty miles above Austin, in which eight Ln- 
dians were killed and 80 horses captured. The ex- 
pedition was nnder the command of capt. Dolson, 
who was badly wounded. 
The Texian steamship Zavalla, arrived on the 8th 


respective countries. 


of the entire family of nations, and the cultivation 
of the feelings of mutual amity as the best mode of 
advancing that important end. 

l sincerely desire that the residence of the diplo- 
matic corps near this government inay prove every 
way agreeable to them; to accomplish which no- 
thing shall be wanting on my own pait. 


has increased the present season about one hundred 
thousand bales, and as this is not explained by any 
considerable increase in the aggreyate of foreign 
exports and of stocks at New York, we may sup- 
pose that the domestic consumption has already ad- 
vanced. 

In regard to the direct foreign exports. it should 
be observed, that the exports to Great Britain alone 
on the Ist of April last year, very nearly equalled the 
exports of this season to all foreign places. Still the 
stock on hand in the southern ports is much less 
than in 1840. 

'The amount of Sea Islands approaches much near- 
erto the crop of last year than was anticipated. 
The comparison on the 1st of April is as follows: 

1341, 16,301 bales. 
1340, 19,049 bales. 

Of all the southern states Georgia will suffer most 
from the deficiency. Notonly because the deficiency 
is there greatest, but her citizens are greatly in debt; 
her banking system is in the extremest confnsion, 
and a number of state works in progress, involving 
a greater expenditure, The entanglement of the 
state with rotten banks will add to the distress, if it 
does not bring about public bankinptey and a grand 
explosion of the credit system in Georgia. 

[Charleston Mercury. 

THE SILK AND COTTON CULTURE. The raising 
of silk appears to be attracting attention in our state, 
and as it becomes better nniderstond, the advantages 
to be derived from it will be acknowledged, and its 
culture generally and extensively gone into. That 
silk ean be raised here with greater piofit than cot- 
lon is proved by the following statement: 

We make trom 300 to 600 pounds of cotton per 
acre worth about 9 cents per ponnd, or $54 lor 600 
pounds. Cost of raising: oue hand makes about 
2,400 pounds per year, worth on an avarage $216; 
wages of one hand $150 per year; board of same 
and clothing, $50 per year; lor baggiug and rope 
for 6 bales of cotton $15; freight, &c. on the same 
$9; commission and storage at least $9; reni of 6 
acres of land $24; total expenses of raising 6 bales 
of cotton $257, present value of do. $216; loss in 
making six bales of cotton or on tlie service of one 
man per year, at present prices of cotton, $41. 
There may be put on an acre of ground 14,520 ino- 
rus rulticaulis trees for the first year, by planting 
the rows three feet apart, and tlie trees one foot apart 
in tbe rows. These trees will produce each three 
pounds ol leaves the fist year, (on such land as 
will not produce one-hall bale of cotton per acre), 
or 43,560 pounds of leaves per acre; 100 pounds of 
leaves will make one pound of silk. Thus yon 
will have the first year 435 6-10 pounds of silk per 
acre. Thisis worth at the lowest price $5 per 
pound, or $2,178 per acre, One hand can tend even 
more than this. Services of one hand per year 
$150, clothing and food $50, rent of one acre of 


from Yucatan. She had on board $8,460 in specie, 
having received $10,000 for services rendered by 
the Texian navy in taking Tobasco. 

A gentleman had arrived in Houston, from San 
Antonio, on his way to New Orleans, with $20,000 
in specie to purchase goods for the Mexican market. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, 

Thomas W. Newton, to be marshal for the dis- 
trict of Arkansas. 

John G. Miller, to be postmasler at Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Justin Butierfield, to be attorney for the district 
of Illinois, 

Martin Duralde, naval officer at New Oileaus, 
vice Henry D. Peire. 

John Willock, surveyor and inspector of the re- 
venue al Pittsburg, Pa. vice Robert H. Kerr. 

Land officcrs.— Receivers. 

Stoddard Judd, Green Bay, Wisconsin, vice L. S. 
Pease. 

Joseph C. Hawkins, Burlington, lowa, vice Ver. 
plank Van Antwerp. 

Ralph Guild, at Jackson, Missouri, vice Felix G. 
Allen. i 

Nathan Webster, at Natchiloches, Louisiana, vice 
Benoits Laurents. 

Registers. 
William Ross, Burlington, lowa, vice Enos Lowe. 


THe corToN crop. We gave it as our opinion | ground $4; total expenses $204; total produce 2,178 
on the Ist of March, that the falling off in the crop | dollars; clear profit of one acre and labor of one man 
lor the latter part of the year, would be greater in | for one year $1,974. [N. O. Bulletin. 
proportion tlian for the preceding five months, and 
on (his we based a caleulation that the present crop TRADE AND COMMERCE. 
would not exceed 1,600,000 baies. "Phereceiptslor| The restrictive system of Great Britain, The last 
the month of March indicate that it will fall short of | number of the Edinburgh Review contairs an ar- 
that. And nothing is more cerfain now, than thal | ticle based upon the report ot the committee ap- 
the deficiency is general, althongh more oppres- | pointed last year by the honse of commons “to in- 
sively great in South Carolina and Georgia than inj quire into the several duties levied on imports into 
the sonthwest. On the first of March the excess | the United Kingdom” with reference to the effects 
of the last, over the present crop, was as we stated, | of the same on the revenue. 
something more than 200,000 bales, The following! The Review advocates a reduction, and the report 
is a table of receipts of cotton at the principal south- | of the committee tends the same way. But so high 
ern ports at dates nearest the first ot April. are the rates of British duties at present. upon all 
1840-1. articles from abroad that may come in competition 
623,189 with home productions, or which may be made to 
265,39 yield revenue, that a very considerable reduction 
inight be made throughout the whole system, and 
still leave the standard of duties higher than the 
friends of a taritf here would wish to see it fixed in 
the United States. 

One reason that is urged for a reduction of the 
restiictive duties in England—and no doubt a very 
cogent one—is, that unless the productions of fo- 
reign. countries are admitted upou more favorable 
terins, the reciprocity of retaliation will be adopted 
against English productions. The Review says— 
«The duties that the United States and Brazil will 


1339 40. 
109,312 
308,456 

$82,050 
193,258 
217,586 


New Orleans, March 31, 
Mabile, m 
Florida, EU 
Georgia, 
S. Carolina, “ 2, 


145,255 


Total, 1,199,853 1,511,722 
1,199,853 | 


Deficiency of present crop. 311,569 

It appears from this that the receipts of March, 
1841, have fallen short of March, 1840, by 100,000 
bales, which indicates that the erop is nearly ex- 


à liausted, for March is ever a brisk month and the 
Paraclete Potter, Milwaukee, Wiskonsan, vice À. navigation for the greater part of it has been good. 
B. Morton. — | The treshet may have had some influence, but lor a 
Levi Sterling, at Muskoday, Wiskonsan, vice | very brief space. 
Pascall Bequette. 


The sleam ship Natchez, captain Swiler, arrived | to merit your confidence and esteem. 


In short, the prospect ot the crop 
for the remaining part ofthe year is gloomy enough, 
j and should warn all men to spend as little money as 
possihle. 

In regard to the disposition of that part of the 
crop whieh las already come to market, there is 
little to remark. The expoit coastwise is influ- 
enced by so many circumstances, that it is not 
easy to draw any conclusion Irom it. This item 


i 
The people of the United States regard their 
own prosperity as intimately connected with that 


PRESENTATION OF FOREIGN MINISTERS. Pre- 
sident TYLER received the diplomatic body on Sa- 
turday, at two o'clock, at the presidents mansion. 
ln the absence of the British minister, Mr. Fox, 
(who, we are sorry to say, was kept away by in- 
disposition), the Russian ininister, Mr. Bodisco, 


impose on our manufactures will in all probability 
be so entirely prohibitory, unless we consent to ad- 
init the productions of those countries into onr ports, 
that the time is arrived when the serions qnestion 
must be seriously met—whether it is fit that we 
should go on sacrificing our greatest national in- 
terests to the practice of giving protection to the 
private interests of a comparatively small portion of 
the community.” J 

The corn laws, according to the estiinates of the 
cointniltee, impose a tax of eleven millions ponnds 
sterling on the British community annually. The 
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duties on foreign coffee in England are fifteen pence 
per poond, aud on colonial coffee six pence.— 
It is recommended to reduce the former to six 
pence, and the latter to four pence. Now the lowest 
duty here named, iinposed. too on colonial coffee, is 
higher than any one would wish to see imposed in 
this country on foreign coffee. 

While England talks of free trade, her course will 
probably show no greater abandonment of the re- 
strictive system than will result to the benefit of her 
revenue or than may be forced upon her by the fear 
of retaliatory duties on the part of other nations. 

When he subject of increased duties comes up for 
discussion in congress there are three considerations 
which will force themselves prominently into notice. 
The first is concerning revenue; the second relating 
to protection; and the third embracing the principle 
of retaliatory duties. The first belongs to a perma- 
nent system of things, and is indispensable to the 
goveraaent—for revenue must be had, and direct 
taxation is not likely to be resorted to for that pur- 
pose. Protection is considered as pertaining to the 
manufacturing interest; retaliatory dulies are de- 
signed for the benefit of the agricultural portion of 
the union. Now it is essentially neeessary that pro- 
tection in this country must be moderate—for il by 
the action of retaliatory duties on our part Great 
Britain shall be induced to admit American flour, 
tobacco, provisions, &c. it will follow that we must 
adinit her manufactures without heavy duties. T'he 
great principle of our coromercial policy is that we 
will trade with all nations that receive pay in Anie- 
rican commodities. The other side of the rule 
should be observed, too, if we would be consistent. 

The amount of protection which good policy re- 
quires in our system should be embraced in a tariff 
tor revenue, and be established permanently. It is 
stability that is needed more than high rates of im- 
post. Within the limits of a tariff for revenue a 
judicious protection inay be -administered, and as it 
will be directed to the fostering of interests which 
have a substantial basis in the domestic resources 
of the country, the benefit which it proffers to 
classes will be extended to all; national wealth will 
be augmented by the increase of national produc- 
tiveness; and the employment of numbers in new 
branches of business will leave other vocations to 
realize better profits. [Baltimore American. 

More INDIAN TROUBLES. Advices from Wis- 
kousan, under date of April 10, are that large bodies 
ot Sioux, were gathering in the neighborhood of 
Fort Snelling, with intent as was supposed of making 
an attack upon it. One of the tribe, it seeins being 
drank and disorderly within the limits of the garri- 
son and resisting an attempt to remove kita, was shot 
down; hence the hostile aspect of the tribe. Two 
companies from Winnebago and Crawford had been 
ordered to Fort Snelling. 

BURT’S PATENT SOLAR CoMPAss. Extraelol a 
letter received at the general land office from the 
olfice of surveyor general at Cincinnati, Ohio, in 
relation to the above named instrument. April 8, 
1841. 

Mr. Bart is the inventor of this instrument, and 
has patented it. His specification, describing its 
construction and use, is ^n the patent office at Wash- 
ington, to which I beg leave to refer you for a imi- 
nute account of it. ‘There is fixed to it a moveable 
arch, which is elevated to the latitude of the place, 
and on this is attached a brass bar, which is again 
elevated or lowered to the declination of the sun at 
the ume of observation. By the proper adjustment 
of these parts, and causing the rays of the sun to 
pass through a small aperture at the upper end of 
the bar, so that a small image of the sun is formed 
upon the centre of two fine lines upon a silver plate 
at the other end, the sights of the compass (if previ- 
ously adjusted tothe meridian of the instroment) 
will then be on the true meridian of the place, and 
by turning them as in other eompasses can give any 
angle therefrom. 

The advantage of this instrument over every other 
jn use seems to be this: When the sun shines upon 
it, its adjustment to the true meridian of the place is 
the work of a moment only, and any course desired 
may be taken instantly by turning the sights to the 
sane. 

No matter what the variation of the needle may 
be, or tlie strength or variableness of the loeat ai- 
traction, this coinpass gives unerringly the true ne- 
ridian every time it is setin the light of the sun, and 
can in no wise he in the least affected by any ehauge 
of the variation of the needle, or any degree of local 
attraction. This constitutes its superiority over the 
common compass, particularly fur ruaning exterior 
township lines. 

Mr. Burt has used it with success for three cr four 
pears, and Mr. John Mullett and his son James, Mr. 

odgson, Mr. Brevoort, Mi. Brink, Mr, Ctason, 


| ria, to return soun, when I presume they will leave 


and others of my ablest deputies in Michigan have 
laid aside the coinmon compass, and adopted the so- 
lar instrument with high commendation. : 

The most of these compasses have been made in 
this city, (Cincinnati), where they 1aay be procur- 
ed tu order by addressing the maaufaeturer, Mr. 
Henry Ware. 

His price for the patent solar compass is $100 
independent of the charge of the patentee which is 
froin $15 to $20. 


THE ARMY, 

Cadets at ihe military academy. The National 
Intelligencer of the 27th ult. statea, that appoiat- 
ments of cadets were made previous to the 4th of 
March last, by the late a«miuistration to the full 
extent authorised by law, and of a sufficient num- 
ber beyond that extent to make it certain tbat no 
appointinents will be made within this year, unless 
perhaps of two youtlis, a grandson and another re- 
lative of the late president, whom it has been de. 
termined to appoint to the first. vacancies in that 
corps which shall occur. 

The following letter from one of the correspon- 
dents of the Savannah Republican is the latest ad- 
vice received from the seat of war: 

Florida, April 16, 1841. 

GENTLEMEN: I have nothing at present that will 
interest you or your readers about the Florida war. 
We are “in statu quo” Reports, however, froin 
Tampa are unfavorable. Coosa Tustenuggee, who 
went out to bring in his people, has not even brought 
himself back. Other chiefs, of whom Gea. Armi- 
stead was sanguine, have become lukewarm, and 
the general impression in these parts is that the | 
business of emigration will “wind up" with ano- 
ther summer campaign. Alec Tustenuggee is still 
quiet. No one knows where he has betaken him- 
sell. We shall doubtless hearof his position ere 
long, as you are aware he is the most restless of the 
Florida bandits. I will give you the cue of the 
war frequently—but do not elase it too suddenly, 
lest, like an imperfectly cured wound, it break out 
afresh to the annoyance of yourself and readers. 
Yours, &c. 

We learn from a passenger in the Gen. Clinch, 
capt. Brooks, from Pilatka, that an express rider 
passing from Tampato Fort Clinch, on the Withla- 
cooche river, was shot between Anutaliga swamp 
and Fort Clineh. Two balls were found in the 
nail bags, which were brought in by the horse, and 
first, by his presence, gave notice ot the attack. 


Lieut. Woodruff, 2d infantry, died at Fort Holmes 
a few days since. [Savannah Georgian. 


THE NAVY. 

A letter from the American consul at the Cape 
de Verd islands, dated Villa de Praia, 23d Februa- 
ry, says: “The United States ships Dolphin and 
Grampus are still here, and all are improving fast. 
The Cyane left ten days since for Monrovia, Libe- 


us. In fact there are no more bud cases on board.” 


STATES OF THE UNION. 
VERMONT. 

The censors in this state, who are chosen once in 
seven years, and whose dufy it is to examine whe- 
ther the laws have been administered ia aceordance 
with the constitution, and to exercise a general su- 
pervision over the executive and legislative depart- 
ments, were chosen on the 31st ult. The number of 
censors is thirteen; one Irom each county. The whig 
candidates were successful. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Election of governor. The official vofe lor go- 

vernor, by counties, is as follows; 


1841. 1840. 
Counties. Ellsworth. Niles. Ellsworth. Niles. 
Harlord, 5,194 — 3,860 6,045 — 4,687 
New Haven, 4,520 3,336 4,951 4.160 
New London, 3,241 2,617 3,569 3,068 
Fairfield, 4079 2,282 4,789 — 4,000 
Windham, 2.843 1,807 2,686 2,387 
Litehfield, 3,996 3,211 4.208 4,843 
Middlesex, 1,879 1,903 2,2258 2,277 
Tolland, 1,734 1,372 1,959 1,561 
Total, 26,986 21,338 30,555 25,989 

Ellsworth’s maj. 5,598 Do. 4,572 

NEW YORK. 


The legislature is yet in session, and will be so 
for some weeks. It would seem that the resolution 
relative to McLeod and the resolution touching the 
controversy beween this stateand Virginia have both 
been abandoned for the present. 

Chamber of commerce. Ata meeting yesterday, 
after considerable debate, the motion to appoint a 
cominittee for (he purpose of prepaiing a 1aeumurial 
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to congress in favor of a natioual bank, was adopted 
by a vote of 38 to 18. N. Y. Signal, 
PENNSYLYANIA. 

The legislature yet continues in session, having 
rescinded the resolution to adjourn on the 27th alt. 

Resignation. The hon. Enos Hook, member of 
congress from the 27th district in Pennsylvania, has 
resigned his seat on account of ill health. He was 
a friend to the last administration, 

It is stated in the Pennsylvanian that on Monday 
last three hundred and eighty cars passed Parks- 
burg, ou the Columbia rail road. 

Business convention. A convention is called in 
Harrisburg, on the 25th of May next, in which the 
agricultural, mechaoical and mining interests of the 
commonwealth are to be represented. To consider 
the present condition of the various braaches of in- 
dustry pursued within the limits of the state—exa- 
mine their immediate and prospective resources— 
inquire into the measures most suitable for their 
future relief from pressing embarrassments, and for 
their future protection, and lay the result before 
the people for their consideration, are the objects 
of the convention. e 

MARYLAND. 

Testimonies of respect to the lale presidenl. The 
tribute paid tothe lamented WirnrAM Henry HAR- 
RISON, by the citizens of Baltimore on Monday last, 
which day was observed hy them unanimously as a 
day of mourning and soleranities, was among the 
most imposing demonstrations of any community 
in the union. We delay the details for our next 
number, in order to register it more fully than we 
could do in this number. 

The secretary of state. James Murray, esq. has 
resigned the office of secretary of state. We have 
heard of no appointment having yet been made of 
a successor. 

Congressional candidates. The arrangements for 
the election which takes place on the 17th May are 
in progress by the political parties. 

In the first district, it is understood that no can- 
didate will be oamed by the Van Buren party, and 
no regular nomination has been made by the whigs. 
Mr. Dennis, the late whig representative, declines 
re-election. Three whig eandidates are in the field. 

In the second district, Mr. P. F. Thomas, the late 
Van Buren representative, is nominated as the can- 
didate of that party, and James .4. Pearce, esq. the 
former whig representative is nominated by a whig 
convention as his opponent. 

In the third district, lately represeuted by Mr. 
Worthingtoo, (V. B.) James W. Williams, esq. of 
Harford county, is nominated by the Van Buren 
convention of the district —Dr. Orrick, of Baltimore 
county, (V. B ) is also a candidate. Mr. Hm. S. 
IVinder, esq. (whig) is also announced as a candi- 
date. 

Fourth district —Botli the late Van Buren repre- 
sentatives having deelined, James Murray and Fran- 
cis Gallogher, esqs. have been nominated by a con- 
vention of that party, and are opposed by J. P. 
Kennedy and Alexander Randall, esqs. nominated by 
a whig convention. 

Fith district — William Cost Johnson, esq. the 
late (whig) representative is a candidate, and is 
opposed by Anthony Kimmell, esq also whig—no 
convention and no Van Buren opposition. 

Sixth district—Francis Thomas, esq. (V. B.) the 
late inember, having declined, John Thompson Ma- 
son, esq. has been nominated by a convention of 
that party. He is opposed by Edward A. Lynch, 
esq. nominated by a whig convention. 

Seventh distriet — Mr. Jeniter, the late (whig) re- 
presentative, having declined, and „Augustus R. Sol- 
lers, esq. of Calvert county, having been nominated 
by a whig convertion, ou the 22d instant, Thomas 
W. Bowie, of Prince Georges, a whig who had of- 
fered his services, retires trom the field. 

Revenue appointinents for the district and port of 
Battiinore, to take effect on the Ist May. 

Robert D. Millholland, weigh master, vice Henry 
McKinnell. 

Leonard Frailey, gauger, vice Robert Bines. 

Matthew Kelly, inspector, vice C. L. Gantt. 

Win. D. Greetham, inspector, vice P. Laurenson. 

Edward Wells, iuspector, vice Thos. S. Williams. 

John Showacre, inspector, vice D. H. Hudson. 

Sebastian Sultzer, marker, vice M. H. Keene. 

William Batchelor, watchman, viee J. I. Laty. 

Christian Slemmer, watchman, vice M.H. Keene. 

[ Patriot. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 

Manufactures. Cotton manufactories are rapidly 
springing up at the south. i 

The Fayette Observer. says, that within a short 
time, two new cotton factories have gone into ope- 
ration in that vicinity. Italso states that there are 
now six cotton factories in operation in that town, 


MISSISSIPPI. 

Oakland college—Munificent donation. The Nat- 
chez Courier says: **we learn with pleasure, thata 
wealthy lady, in the vicinity of Oakland college, has 
subscribed $15,000 to that valuable institution of 
learning. 

MISSQURI. 

Excilement, burglery, murder and arson at St. 
Louis. About 1 o'clock on the night of the 17th 
April, the large building oceupied by Simmonds & 
Morrison, as a cominission honse, and by W. G. 
Pettis, as a banker, was discovered to be on fire. 
On opening the door of the banking house, the dead 
body of Jacob Weaver was discovered, bearing the 
marks of a pistol shot over his eye, and sundry 
other wounds inflicted with a sharp instrament. 
This young man was a clerk of another firm, but 
in the habit of sleeping with Jesse Baker, a clerk 
of the commission house. Baker was missing. 
The fire extended. In the course of it, one of the 
walls fell and killed a fireman by the name of Anse) 
S. Kimball. His remains were soon after recover- 
ed from the ruins. The body of Jesse Baker, the 
other clerk, wa3 found on Monday morniog beneath 
the ruins of the bank vault, his head and neck burnt 
to the bone—it is thought he was killed by the 
rabbers, while attacking them or defending tlie 
vaults of the bank, A report of a pistol was beard 
that night in the banking house. 

‘The excitement 1n the city of course was at the 
highest pitch and every effort was making to de- 
tect the perpetrators. 

A meeting of the citizens was held—a committ«e 
of 12 for each ward appointed, to ferret out the mur- 
derers, and the mayor offered a reward of $5,000 for 
tlie arrest and conviction of the perpetrators of the 
act. The St. Louis fiie company offered an ad- 
ditional reward of $300. 

The loss by the fire is estimated at $42,000. It 
is supposed the burglars were alter a large sum of 
money which had been deposited in bank the day 
previous, but if so, they were [oiled for the money 
and papers were found after the fire was extinguish- 
ed, sale in the vault. 

An old woman had also been murdered in Flairs- 
out township lor $100, The murderer was coimuit- 
ted to Jail. 

FLORIDA. 
' Gov. R. K. Call. Fifty-tour guns were fired. in 
this city by the wbig party, on tlie receipt of the in- 
telligence of Richard K. Call being appointed go- 
vernor of this territory. [ St. ugustine News. 

Wild Cat. Extract of a letter from an officer of 
the Sth regiment to his Iriend in Albany, dated New 
Oileaus, April 2. 

“I am here on my way to Arkansas, with 200 
wretched Seminole Indians. They are the rem- 
nants of a Spartan race. The men are noble, hardy- 
looking fellows, whom yon ean but respect, though 
they have murdered the innocent and unoffending; 
but the women and children excite your pity and 
commisseration. On our tedions voyage hither 
they laid about the deck, perfeetly resigned and ap- 
parently indifferent to their fate, careless of life and 
fearless of death, 

“I was at Fort Cummings when the noted chiel 
Coacoochee, or IVild Cul, came in fora ‘talk? This 
man is remarkable for the many incidents in his 
life, aud for his bold and daring spirit, He was once 
a prisoner, bat made his escape through a hole in 
the walls of his prison so sui prisingly sinall that an 
ordinary man’s head would not enter it, and, after he 
was through, jumped twenty-fivetee! to the ground. 
This fellow has coiinitted morc murders and scalp- 
ed more women and children than any other Indian 
in Florida, and this man we were to take and did 
take, by the hand in friendship. He came into our 
camp, bringing with him seven ‘trusty squires, 
who, in looks, ilress and inanner, might well be 
painted to illustrate and peisonate the old one hiin- 
Scl(—a little etfusiou of briustone, a blue flame, and 
a few tails would have made the picture complete. 
Wild Cat's manner, upon coming into the pre- 
sence of so many officers, and surrounded as lie was 
by so large a body of soldiers, was somewhat con- 
fused, but he soon recovered himself, aud spoke with 
ease, and not ungracelully. He is about thirty 
years of age, five leet eight inches high, well pro- 
portioned, with a ealm, settled, manly face, and a 
dark fierce eye beaming with intelligence. The co- 
lone! talked to biin openly and frankly. He return- 
ed it, and promised to cease fizhting and emigrate. 
Mis little daughter, a child of tive years, who had 
been taken prisoner, and separated feom its parents 
soine five or six months, was then given up to him,’ 
and, for tlie first time in an In han, | saw the evidence 
of feeling aud affection. 

“I consider the Florida war as at an end. All the 
chiefs and Indians are surrendering. These I am 


now taking off have been the most deperate in the 
country, and are acknowledged to have been the 
very spirit of the war. I left at Tampa more than a 
hundred, who were waiting the arrival of their 
friends, when they willeinbark for their new 
homes.” 

WISKONSAN, 

New towns and villages are constantly springing 
up in this garden of the west. The Madison En- 
quirer gives the following account of two new vil- 
lages in that vicinity: 

White Water, in Walworth connty, about mid- 
way between Madison and Milwaukee, on the Fort 
Atkinson and Mequanego road, is a beautifully si- 
tuateé and thriving village, surronnced by a farm- 
ing country of the best kind, already settled and 
improvedtoa great extent. At this point where 
by a dam at the outlet of a little lake a good and 
never failing water power has been created, is Dr. 
Tripp's flouring mill—one of the best establish- 
ments of the kind, in. the territory, judging from 
some specimens of his mannfacture that we have 
seen. 

Clinton Prairie, in this county, 12 or 15 miles 
east of Madison, on the Fort Atkinson road, from 
its possessing every requisite necessary to make it 
a desirable point for farmers, may well be recom- 
mended to the attention of emigrants on the look- 
ont for geod locations. A large number of settles, 
we have been told, are expected on this prairie 
during the coming season. 


CASE OF McLEOD. 

The imporlance which this ease is assuming, both 
as a question between the United States and a lo- 
reign country, and as a question between the fede- 
ral government and a state authority, requires of us 
earefully to register whatever transpires in its pro- 
gress. We gave in our last number, under the New 
York head, a brief abstract of tae debate which took 
place in the legislature of that state upon the reso- 
lution submitted by Mr. Swackhamer, and the 
amendment thereto offered by Mr. Hoffman, re- 
questing the governor to issue a nolle prosequi in 
the case of McLeod. The Albany Argus, oi the 
19th inst, furnishes the debate zt large, and from 
their columns we extract il. In reference to it the 
editor of that paper observes: “It will be found, 
we think, highly interesting, as indicating the pub- 
lic feeling and temper, both in this stage of the 
discassion, and in the final result. The house meet 
again this afternoon for the purpose of taking up 
this subject, when, if it comes to a vote on Mr. 
Hoffinan’s amendment, whieh gave rise to the de- 
bate, and which he supported ina masterly speech, 
we apprehend it will show the unfairness ot the 
sinall effort of the Daily Advertiser to give it a 
party direction, by earetully stating the two demo- 
eratic speakers on one side, and only the federal 
speakers on the other, —oinitting all allusion to the 
able speech of Mr. L. 8. Chatfield.” 

It may be proper to add that Mr. SwACKHAMER 
is a Van Buren uieimnber froin the cily of New York, 
and Mr. Horratan is attached to the same party, 
and trom Herkimer, 

From the Albany Argus. 
DEBATE IN THE NEW YORK ASSEMULY, APRIL 17, 

Mr, Swackhamer otfer the tullowing: 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to com- 
municate to thts house the correspondence, if any, 
which has taken place between the executive an- 
thority of the U. States and of this state, and whe- 
ther any arrangements whatever may have been en- 
tered into by such departments in reference to the 
case of McLeod, now in prison at Lockport, iu this 
state, 


Mr. Swackhamer. Iu introducing a resolution of 


this importance, itis due to myself and the house | 


to offer a few words of explanation. 


And 1 would ! just taken bis seat. 


conccive to be his legitimate sphere of duty. it was 
currently reported, and without contradiction from 
any quarter, that he in conjunction with the attor- 
ney general of the state of New York, had examin- 
ed this case of McLeod, and had asserted, as the re- 
sult of that investigation, tha! there was no evidence 
in the case to warrant his conviction. And this too, 
alter McLeod had been indicted by the grand jury 
of the county of Nragara, and held to trial for one 
of the most heinous offenees known to the laws of 
this state. Sir, it does seem to tne that the execu- 
tive authority of the United States, have no more 
right or power to interfere in this case of MeLeod, 
in this stage of the affair at least, than it had to in- 
terfere in the case of Rubinson, alter he had been in- 
dicted for the murder of Snydbham, and hefore trial. 
And I would ask in all sincerity, what think you 
the people of New Jersey would Fave thought of 
such an interference, on the part of the attorney 
general of the United States, alter a trne bill had 
heen fonnd against Robinson? Is not this interfer- 
enee tantamount to an attempt to forestall the opi- 
nion of a New York jury, upon a ease which sooner 
or later, must come before them lur a verdict of ac- 
quittal or condemnation? 


I trust this subject will receive the consideration 
lo which it is entitled. I may be told that it was 
necessary that the zoverninent of the United States 
should take this case under its especial care, be- 
cause England has threatened vengeanee an the U., 
States, if but a hair of the head of McLeod is in- 
jured. Bunt, let me ask,did we complain, when the 
patriots, as they styled themselves, citizens of the 
United States, misguided men if you please, who 
had entered Canada in aid of what is called the re- 
bellion, were taken up, anil either executed or trans- 
ported, under the mere torm ol a trial? Was there 
any attempt on the part oi the proper authorities of 
the United States, to arrest the course of the law, 
mertial or civil, in the province of Canade? No, 
sir, they had their trial, such asit was; and although 
coudemned for the political offence of rearing tlie 
standard of liberty in a land of despotism,they were 
consigned to an ignominious death, and sutfered the 
utmost rigor of British laws, without interlerence 
troin this side of the Jine. Why should not the laws 
of New York take their course in a case hke this of 
MeLeod, where tlie charge is tlie murder of unof- 
fending citizens under eover of the night, in our 
own territory, and the wanton destruction of the 
property of a citizen of N. York? And why should 
we and cur laws be made the subject of inte ference 
froin any quarter? 

Sir, I trust this inquiry will be instituted. For L 
hold that the representatives ot this sovereign state, 
and through them the sovereign people of N. York, 
have a right to know whether there has been any 
improper interference ou the part of the executive 
of the United States, with our local jurisprodence, 
and whether the executive and attorney general of 
this state, in conjunction with officials of the gene- 
ral government, have sought to serene a culprit 
frou: justice, in a case coming exclusively within 
the cognizance cf our laws. And on the other hand, 
it is due to the exeeutive and to the attorney gene- 
ral ol this state, under the circainstanees, that the 
facts should come ont—to the end that if there has 
been nothing wrong on their pait, they may be ex- 
onerated—and if otherwise, that measures may be 
taken to asseit and vindicate the sovereignty of the 
state and the majesty of ber laws. 

Mr. Hoffman here took the ffoor, but his opening 
remark was not distinctly heard. He was onder- 
stoad to say, that in one respeet at least, he enter- 
tained sitoilar opinions with the gentleman who had 
He (Mr. H.) hat been called 


remark iu the outset, that I have not drawn np the | a radical, a state rights man, and almost every other 
resolution under the impulse of the moment, but) epithet that bad been in use with the one party 
have taken tine to refleet upon the consequences | against the other. He toeant to say here, (lie coi- 
to which it may lead. Neitber is it my design un- tinted) that he was a state rights inan to the entire 
necessarily to agitate the question involved in it, or | extent, 


to fan the flame already eukiadled on our northern 
frontier. d 

I was a little surprised to see it announced in tlie 
public prints, that the attorney general of the Unil- 
ed States had left his appropriate post at Washing- 
ton, and eome on here with special reference to this 
case of McLeod, which I conceive to he exclusive- 
ly within the cognizance aud jurisdiction of the state 
of New York. I presume I may assert herc, with- 
out fear of contradiction, that such a visit, on such 
an errand, by the attorney general of the U. States, 
is withont precedent in the history of this country. 
It is the first time, so far as 1 have heen able to 
learn, where the executive authority of the nnion, 
through ifs chief prosecatiog officer, has ever taken 
on itself to interfere with the criminal jurisprudence 


As the law of this state stood for a long period, 
(Mr. H. continued), when a person was indieted 
lor any offence whatever, the prosecuting attorney 
had a right, against the will of the court and on his 
own responsibility, to enter a nolle prosequi to the 
indictment. He did it asa part of the executive 
government, and under the high responsibility de- 
volving on bitu. Jt was part of the wisdom of ages 
ta give bim this right. I believe he cought to have 
it now, Ft is the excreise of high and sovereign 
power, imale necessary under certain circumstan- 
ceà. The case alluded to by the gentleman froin 
New York, (Mr. Swackhamer), nay be—I believe 
is—one where it is necessary to exercise that right, 
But the legislature of this state, under peculiar cir- 
cumstances, growing out of what is known as the 
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Morgan excitement, has crippled the attorney ge- 
neral in the exercise of this right. [ may be mis 

taken, but as I understand the law, if he exercises 
it now it must be by consent of court, and the jn- 
dicial tribunals must always be the judges. It will 
be seen that if this be the law, and a case should 
arise in which the sovereign power of the state, not 
for reasons which address themselves to the judi- 
cial tribunals, but for political reasons—I use the 
term in the highest and best sense—lor reasons of 
public policy, public justice, public security and the 
public peace—shonld teel itself under the necessity 
of staying a prosecution, the action of the execu- 
tive might be aud would be most seriously inconve- 
nienced. 

I have had this suhject under consideration at my 
private room. {tis one of a delicate and difficult 
nature. I have not felt at liberty, according to my 
sense of propriety, to canvass the matter over with 
members generally. What I have said has not ex- 
tended beyond ray colleague and messtoate. I have 
been deterred from hiinging it before the house, | 
not becanse [ thought it ought not to be brought 
here, but beeause I was unadvised as to what the 
action of the federal executive and of this state | 
might be. I saw very well that it might he, that | 
the United States governinent—I speak of the exe- 
eutive government, that has this matter specially in 
ebarge, and whose acts may result in peace or its op- 
posite—might aot be nuwilling to hold this thing 
where it is, until by negotiation between the two 
sovereignties, {lie case might be reached. It was 
with a view that I might judge rightly on this ques- 
tion, and under an apprehension that I might inter- 
fere with the progress of the matter in negotiation, | 
that I forbore to bring it np. 

Let me be more explicit—becanse questions of | 
this nature are somewhat new to us. In the exer- 
cise of our powers of sovereignty, limited as they 
are, we lave no loreign relations in theory. But 
we may have them in point of fact. The very con- 
troversy with Virginia, shows thal though strictly 
we can have no controversy with a neighboring 
state, yet you may have thew in point of fact. 
External relations do exist. Take, for example, 
this very case. Suppose the sovereign power of 
Great Britain had applied directly to the executive 
of this state, and had said in so inany words, we 
have authorised and do ratify and confirm the act 
of this nan. You have him and are prosecuting | 
him unto death before your judicial tribunals.— | 
Would it be an answer for tlie executive to say, we 
can't hear the application —you must go to Wash- 
ington? Suchan answer might be given, but it must 
be apparent to what result 1t might lead. The so- 
veieign making the application may say we take no 
notice of your internal arrangements— your confede- 
ration—your constitution. We find you here in em- 
bodied imittions under an organized executive go- 
vernmeut, We find you here seizing on one of our} 
own citizens for doinz an act which we have autho- 
nsed, and which we approve of, right or wrong, and 
we ask his release, What, sir, is the alternative pre- 
sented? Apologies, polite and civil expressions, such 
as your humble servant, at the end ol a note, may 
auswer very well in private lil? to get rid of a dif- 
fieulty and yet say nothing. But when a sovereign 
speaks be means something. He may not with- 
draw a request without dishonor and disgrace in 
the eyes of the world. ‘The request once made, 
such io my judgment would be the condition ol the 
sovern that made it. He mnst have an answer.— 
The sovereign to whom it is addressed may or may 
not, at his pleasure, reply; but he assumes on him- 
self, whatever may be his course, the responsibili- 
ties of his position. They meet each other face to 
face, the emboried communities, as it were, of 
which they are the heads—the one asking the re- 
]eaze and the other refusing it, as the case may be; 
and in the judgment of the civilized world, the 
question must be brought to an amicable adjust- 
ment, or the reverse. They cannot part except in 
friendship or hostility, There is no such thing as 
an appeal or certiorari to the supreme court They 
must separate amicably, or resort to force and vio- 
lence. That being the case, I put it to the judg- 
ment of this house, whether the attorney general 
should not he empowered, without consulting the 
courts, for high political reasons, to withdraw the 
indictment, to cease the prosecution, and thus leave 
the executive government to consult as to what re- 
medy it woulf pursue, under the law-and the con 
stitution, for an injury sought now lo be punished 
through the judicial tribunals. 

Mr. H. here went iuto the facts connected with 
the case of MeLeod. Rebels, he said, had gained 
possession of Nivy Island. They were largely 
drawn from. the United States. He believed he 
mightsay their general and commanding officers 
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province, and put in jeopardy the lives and proper- 
ty ol the subjects ola power with which we were 
at peace. The utmost efforts of the general and 
state governments, acting in co-operation, were in- 
sufficient to repress this rooveinent, or to rol] back 
from the Canada shore this cloud of danger and dis- 
turbance, By the rules of international law, the 
sovereign whose territory was thus imminently en- 
dangered, had a right to repel the danger, and in 
the language of a meninrable man, now no more, 
Wf, in doing so, he should momentarily pass the line 
between his own and the territory of a friendly 
| power, the act might be a subject of negotiation 
or complaint, but could hardly be deemed justifia- 
| ble ground ot war. The local authorities in Cana- | 
da believed themselves to be thus endangered, and 
believing also that it was necessary and proper to 
| destroy the bnat which they knew had been plying | 
| between our territory and the island in possession | 
of the rebels—(to use their own term in their own | 
sense)—4liey took it on themselves to fit out anex- | 
pedition tor that purpose, Did any mau doubt, that 

they thought this measure necessary and a matter 

of undoubted right. Whether they judged right or 

wrong was not now material in the point of view 

in which the subject presented itself to his mind. 

Their object was to repel the danger that threaten- 

edthem. They resolved to destroy the boat, and 

in the execution of that design, ordered by the mi- 

litary authority, they unfortunately destroyed the 

life of an American citizen within our territory, 

and for this the accused stands indicted before the 

judicial tribunals of the state. 

I submit (continued Mr. H.) to this house—I 
know there is some diversity of opinion among le- 
gal men—even the judges may hesitate about it— 
whether an act ol thie kind, (if it should turn out 
to he as I have stated it) jndged by the local law, 
would not be murder? I put it to those who have | 
devoted themselves to the study of international 
law, to the decisions of the judicial tribunals that 
have taken cognizance of it, especially those who 
have been led to look into the decisions of the ad- 
miralty courts, whether the prisoner can make a 
defence before the judicial tribunals of this state, 
on the ground that the state of which he was a 
member was iu imminent danger of invasion? That 
the authorities there ordered him on this duty? I 
may be mistaken, but my convietions are settled 
and strong that he mnst be judged by the laws of 
this state, and that though he may have been act- 
ing in obedience to the orders of his superior offi- 
cer, the judicial tribunals must consign him to infamy 
and death. Buti put it to the sober judgment of 
this house, if it be trne that the local authorities of 
Canada, under the belief that they were imminent- 
ly en‘langered by the tiostile gathering on Navy 
Island, did order this expedition, and that it was un- 
der this order that McLeod acted; whether he did 
not do for his country what every man not only 
American by birth, butevery man who has a spark 
of American feeling in him, would do for his own? 
1f, sir, sedition or rebellion should rage on the bor- 
ders of this state, its standard collecting from Cana- 
da, arms aud munitions of war as well as recruits, 
preparatory to an invasion of the very heart of the 
state—and in sight of the forces gathered to resist 
the danger, a boat should be found plying daily he. | 
tween the camp of the insurgents and the opposite 
shore—and if under the belief that this boat was in 
the service of the enemy, orders shnuld be issued 
on this side, to destroy it—is there any man in this | 
house—I will nol insult the honse with the inqniry | 
—I ask if there is any man in this state, be he citi- 
zen or foreigner, who has set bis foot here to dwell, 
that would hesitate one moment to obey the or- 
der?—For my own part, standing here in the face 
of this honse and the country, thongh with a frame 
unsuited to engage in conflicts of violence, [ am 
not prepared to confess to that degree of huraan 
baseness that wonld make me hesitate to obey.— 
And I affirm for all others—for my own constitu- 
ents, who breasted the shock which resulted in the 
independence of the country, and who went again 
into the conflict when the conflict was renewed 
that there is not a man of them that under such 
circuinstances would have faltered in girding him- 
selfto battle, and contributing his best services and 
his means towards repelling the expected invasion. 

I say therelore, whatever the judicial tribunals 
may determine as to the accused, that he is not gnil- 
ty of murder. I say that in what he did, he render- | 
ed service to his country, which every American | 
freeman lias ever been williog to render, and cheer- 
fully. The sovereign for whom he acted has ap- 
proved the act, and in that approval assumes the 
entire responsibility of it. It it had been done in| 
time of war, it wonld have been deemed an act of 
ordinary warfare. ftis for these high reasons of 
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were citizens ol the U. States. With hostile vio- 
lence they assailed the shore of the neighboring 


public policy that I say the executive government 
should be eupowered to withdraw the indictment. 


Judged by our law be must he condemned and ex- 
ecuted. and 1 believe there is no escape for him. 
Judged hy those high moral principles that consti- 
tute the basis of human society, he is not guilty, 
To execute him would be to stain the state with the 
guilt of murder—to draw down upon us the re- 
proaches of the civilized world. It would be to 
invoke the vengeance of Heaven against a people 
that should thus outrage the dictates of humanity 
and patriotism. I say that if we were armed to-day, 
aud in the feld—if the military force not only of 
these two millions of people but of the sixteen mil- 
lions with whom we are nnited, were now mar- 
shalled to punish this aggression on our territory, 
they should send this man before them with a safe 
conduct to his sovereign. The controversy is not 
with him. To prosecute him is revenge—to exe- 
cute him is murder. Send him to his sovereign— 
the sovereign he has served as we would serve ours, 
If we have canse of complaint, let us wage war, 
not against the individnal, but against the nation in 
whose name and by whose authority he acted. Let 
us take care, that in the event of an appeal to our 
sister states and to our own people for their co-ope- 
ration against invasion from abroad, we do not in 
advance enfeeble our cause by punishing in the 
person of an enemy that which we must not only 
commend in a citizen of our own state, but on which 
we must rely for success. No, no sir. If we ex- 
pect the blessing of Heaven to be with us in any of 
these controversies, as it was with onr forefathers— 
if we expect the deep toned religions sentiment 
that distinguishes us as above every other country 
under Heaven to go with us—if the open courage 
and magnanimity which marks our army and navy, 
is to be enlisted warmly in our cause in any future 
conflict—let us not stain the banner under which 
they aie to rally. So also, in reference to the ad- 
journed controversies hetween this country and 
Great Britain— would it be wise to draw upon our- 
selves in advance of any collision that may occur, 
the prejudices of the civilized world? Who does 
not see that in a controversy for territory with a 
nation that has grasped one handred and twenty 
‘aillions of people in the east—that has not only 
seized on the new continent of the South Pacific, 
bnt a part also of the continent of Africa—that has, 
in a word extended itself every where—it is im- 
portant that we retaio what the character and ge- 
nius of our institutions have won for us abroad—I 
mean the favorable judgment and partialities of the 
civilized world! But when the story shall be told 
that it required all the energy of the general and 
state governments to prevent certain restless spirits 
on our borders from rushing into a neighboring pro- 
vince in time of peace—that alter this man had been 
indicted and committed and set at liberty on bail, he 
was again consigned to imprisonment at the behest 
of a mob—rely upon it, sir, this mob which num- 
bered perhaps more stu/nps than men, will figure 
abroad as the people themselves, and it will be be- 
lieved to be the result of the ascendancy of mob vio- 
lence in this conntry over law and order, Not one 
of the one hundred and fifty millions in Enrope, bnt 
will set that down in the account against us. Is it 
prudent or politie that we should arm against us the 
prejudiees of the civilized world in a contest of the 
kind I have alluded to? 

I bez gentlemen to reflect that postponement is 
no remedy—that this matter must be brought to an 
amicable adjustment, or that hostilities will be the 
result—that the parties to this controversy must 
either separate in perfect kindness, or resort to the 
uifimatum of sovereigns. 1 ask if it be wiser to 
put this inan forward tn the front of this controver- 
sy, than to place ourselves in the commanding, that 
any gentleman should have taken the position ho- 
norahle, generous position I have endeavored to 
point out? For my own part, { am entirely willing, 
nay anxious, that this man should go [rom among 
ns—that the controversy should he carried on be- 
tween the sovereignties of the United States and 
Great Biitain—and [ submit cheerfully to the resnlt. 
1 trust, since this question has come here that our 
action imay be suci as to put it in the power of the 
executive government to give this man a safe con- 
duct to his sovereign. Let us have the controver- 
sy on the merits of the case, in regard to which the 
whole civilized world will coincide with us. If 
theretore, this call is made on the executive, I trust 
it will be qualified in the usual manner, in order 
that he may not be obliged to respond if he shall 
deem it to be inconsistent with the public interest 
to do so—for although we may command him, yet 
this isa point on which he should be left to jndge 
for himself, on his responsibility asa chief magis- 
trate. But after all, that in my judgment is not 
the best disposition that may be made of the ques- 
tion, The part that belongs to us is evident. It is 
to correct the error in the existing law—and I there- 
fore move 
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That the subject be referred to the committee on 
the judiciary, wilh instructions to report a bill pro- 
viding for the entry of a nolle prosequi on the in- 
dictment against Alexander Me Leod, and for his safe 
conduct. 

Mr. O'Sullivan had not the good fortune to hear 
the opening of the remarks which the gentleman 
from Herkimer bad so eloquently continued and 
concluded. He rejoiced, however, sincerely that 
this subject had now been introduced, and he could 
not bat indulge the hope that the direction now 
proposed to be given to it would succeed, It was 
precisely that whieh had commended itself to his 
judgment while the gentleman from Herkimer was 
Speaking, and which he designed to propose as soon 
as he could get the floor. There was scarcely a 
meipber of the louse that had not probably be- 
stowed some reflection on tlie peculiar difficulties 
which this unfortunate McLeod question presents 
to this country—and that reflection could scarcely 
have led any mind to any other than the one ob- 
vious conclusion, that the great difficulty grows 
out of the pecuhar relations that subsist between 
the federal and state governments—the one repre- 
senting the combined nationality of twenty-six se- 
veral sovereignties as regards foreign powers, 
while on the othec hand eacli sovereignty lias over 
its own territory complete municipal jurisdiction. 
This case connected itself direcfly with both these 
separate and parallel sovereignties, and as in tlie 
case of the northeastern boundary, so in this of 
McLeod, if any collision should grow out of it, it 
might be safely said to be entirely attributable to 
the conflicting rights and powers ol the general 
and state governments. "There could be no doubt 
that the municipal and local law of New York, in 


the absence of legislative interposition, must take | 


its course in the case of the unfortunate individual 
whose conduct has brought him within the reach 
of its application. There resided no power in the 
federal government, no rightful authority iu the 
executive of this state, to interpose to arrest the 
due regular course of the law. He rejoiced sin- 


cerely that a postponement had been been made of | 


a decision of this case until September—chirtly be- 
canse it would afford us time lor that interposition 
which he thought we were called on by every con- 
sideration of justice and magnanimity to make. He 
concurred with the gentleman from Herkimer, that 
to execute the individual in question, would be an 
atrocity even more atrocious thau the ordinary in- 
fliction of the barbarian punishment of death— 
that the event would shroud this whole land in 
mourning, not less.sincere than that whose insignia 
still surrounded that hall. At the same time there 
was uo power in this land, save the supreme legis- 
fative authority of the state, that could arrest such 
a result, and he most sincerely hoped that with a 
view to that object, and to obviate the peculiar dif 
ficulties that invested thia subject in its present 
shape, tlie motion to refer would prevail. 

Mr. Simmons did not rise to discuss the question, 
and he regretted that the mover of the inquiry, as 
well as the gentleman from Herkimer who had 
spoken so eloquently, had not reflected that under 
the pecaliar circumstances ot this case, nothing 
could be more improper than the expression of any 
opinion as to the guilt or innocence of this indivi- 
dual—and particularly to compare his case witb 
that of Robinson’s. 

Mr. Swackhamer denied that he had, in the sense 
intimated. He compared the case of Robinson un- 
der indictment, (not under sentence) to that of 
McLeod ander indictnient—nothing more. 

Mr. Simmons repeated then, that nothing could 
be more improper than to express opinions that 
might have an effect out of dours prejndicial to the 
prisoner, and he hoped the reporters would see the 
propriety of excluding it from their papers. On 
the other point, he desired merely to state that the 
executive authority of this state were not inatten- 
tive to the case in question. All he could state 
then was that the attorney general yesterday placed 
in his hands a bill which he desired should pass, 
directing the chief justice to appoint a special 
eircuit, for the trial ot this person at some other 
place than the county of Niagara. It had been 
delayed in order to have a full meeting of his coin- 
mittee. He forbore to express auy opinion on the 
merits of the case, under such a resolution ag this. 
He deprecated any such expression on the part of 
the legislature of the state where the individual 
might be tricd, as caleulated to aggravate the ex- 
isting cause of complaint, and he hoped to heat no 
remarks calenlated. prematurely to prejudge the 
csse. 

Mr. Richmond said the original resolution met 
his view, and he should vote lor it. We could not 
see how any harm could giow out of it, Mr. R. 
took the occasion to correct some impressions which 
he said had gone abroad and which had now been 


repeated on the floor. He denied that this steam- 
boat was in the practice daily of running between 
Schlosser and Navy Island. He was understood to 
say that he was on the island, as a visitor (for he 
had not the courage to fight) the day the boat came 
down for the first time, and that ahe was burnt that 
very night. This fact alone was sufficient he said 
to rebut the idea that its presence in those waters 
could well be deemed dangerous to the British 
power, at all events to such an extent as to warrant 
the invasion of our territory for the purpose of 
reaching and destroying her. He believed that act 
was prompted by vindictive and retaliatory feel- 
ings, and not as a measure of mere sell defence.— 
Nor could he assent to tlie idea that they who eut 
out the Caroline did no more than our citizens 
would have done under like circumstances. No 
inan on the floor could have a higher opinion of the 
gentleman irom Herkimer than he (Mr. R.) had; 
but he feared the result of the idea going abroad 
from this hall, that such as invaded our territory 
under orders from the authorities in Canada, under 
circumstances like these, were not amenable to oar 
laws, but that their acts of violence and bloodshed 
were in tact the acts ol their sovereign, and were 
to be redressed by negotiation or a resort to war. 
No man conld believe that these difficulties in Ca- 
nada were ended. Situated as that province was, 
bordering for thousands of miles on this free repub- 
lie, its inhabitants imbibing aud cherishing a re- 
newed attachmert to our institutions and laws and 
a hatred of their own, who could doubt that at in- 
tervals and upon every favorable opportunity, they 
would endeavor at least to assert their liherty?— 
Was it wise in view of such results to put forth the 
idea that the authorities there, and those under 
them might invade our territory, without being 
held personally amenable to our laws? He did not 
mean to justify the transportation of troops and mu- 
nitions of war into a country with which we were 
at peace; for that was not this case, nor conld it be 
justified on any principle of good laith as between 
nations. But he did protest against one rule 
being enforced against our citizens in Canada, and 
another and more lenient rule adopted against Ca- 
nadians committing like offences here. Those who 
went from this side into Canada, to take part in the 
rebellion, were tried snmmarily by a drum-head 
court martial—tried one day and hung the next.— 
He would not retaliate injury for injury;—but as an 
American eitizen he would say to the Canadians, if 
you come over here and commit murders upon un- 
armed citizens, (for this boat was unarmed—not a 
firelock on board) you come within the cognizance 
of our laws, and 1f caught and convicted, you must 
expect to suffer the punishinent which the law has 
prescribed for oar own citizens. He believed he 
spoke the sentiment of all parties in this country, 
as expressed in their leading journals, when he in- 
sisted that if McLeod was guilty, the U. States 
government could not rightlully step in to arrest 
the course of justice. 

Mr. Culver took ground against the instructions, 
though he was disposed to go for the original in- 
quiry. His objection was that the instructions 
would be deemed to be an expression on the pait of 
the liouse as to the guilt or innocence of the accus- 
ed. Aud lest the sentiments so fearlessly aud man- 
folly put forth by the gentleman from Herkimer, 
should be considered as the sentiments of the house, 
he desired to enter his dissent to another view of 
the sabject—and that was that an individual who 
has committed depredations and murders on our 
territory, under the orders of his government, should 
be permitted to shield himself behind that govern- 
ment. He objected to holding out this sort of en- 
courageinent to the thousands that were ready to 
avail themselves of any excuse to invade our terri- 
tory, burn our dwellings and murder their inmates. 
He objected to the idea that the offence charged 
against MeLeod could be repaired by negotiation. 
The British government might give us another 
| steamboat, bat couid she give us back the life of a 

citizen? There was no way to obtain redress for 
the outraged law but the mode which our laws pro- 
vided. He that takes the life of a citizen on our 
territory must take eare that he has authority for 
it by our law, which he is bound to know and obey. 
He protested against the inference going oat, that 
in the opinion of this house the order of some Al- 
lan McNab on the other side, would be a justifics- 
tion lor any enormities on this side the line. Lhe 
took it on himself to say that it was not the steam- 
boat merely that our neighbors sought to destroy 
—but the feeling of sympathy, pervading all classes 
and partics on this side, in favor of the oppressed 
on the other, that it was the object by that act to 
punish. That feeling he would have them to 
know, was irrepressible here. It was common to 
all. It was kindred to that of ’76. Like a Con- 
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morning. It was this feeling, no donbt, that had 
excited our neighbors at the worth against the 
states. It was the fear of the influence of Iree in- 
stitutions and free thinkers on their own tottering 
dynasty that gave the impulse to their outrages 
upon us. He did not hesitate ta say that but lor 
sume cowardly leaders of their own, and some co- 
wardly heroes of Navy Island, what is now called 
rebellion would have been chronicled as a revolu- 
tion. As to the particular outrage in question, he 
had only to say that British gold would not make 
amends for it. Hf the individual charged with a 
participation in it, were really guilty, he must an- 
swer for the offence to the violated law of the state 
—and it would be the height of injtistice to decide 
now in advance of the verdict of a jury, upon his 
guilt or innocence. 

Mr. I. S. Chatfield said he should not have felt 
justified in taking the floor, but for the extrordinary 
course of the gentleman from Herkimer. He waa 
willing to concede that few men were endowed with 
the gift of persuasive eloquence to s0 eminent a de- 
gree aa that gentleman, and fewer still perhaps that 
could lay claim to equal power in making the wrong 
appear the better reason. He was sensibly im- 
pressed with the conviction. during that gentlemar's 
remarks, that had they been uttered in the British 
parliament, they would have earned for him a re- 
pulation across the water, snch as few men have 
ever reached there. I consider that speech, (said 
Mr. C.) as altogether un-American and in direct 
conflict with the principles and doctrines that should 
ever characterize this country in its national, or its 
citizens in their individual capacities. 1 do not 
make these remarks with reference to the actual 
position of affairs; for had the state of things been 
different, then the gentleman's remarks would have 
been proper aud well applied. Ifat the time to 
which the resolution points, the twn countries had 
been in open hostility, the doctrines of the gentle- 
man from Herkimer would have been the only 1e- 
ceived doctrines in a civilized country. But sach 
was not the condition of things. At the time of the 
invasion of our soil under the orders of McNab, and 
the destruction of the Caroline, the two countries 
were in a state of profound peace, under treaty sti- 
pulations which seenred to each all the rights deem- 
ed desirable at the time the treaty was entered into. 
Although there was rebellion in Canada; although a 
portion of her majesty’s subjects had become dis- 
satisfied with their political condition, and had at- 
tempted to throw of the British yoke; although a 
few of the citizens of the United States entered 
warmly into the cause of the insurgents under an 
ardent desire that not a vestige of monarchy should 
pollate the soil of this hemisphere; yet the relations 
between the two countries were not disturbed. The 
course adopted by this government was the true 
course. Instead of encouraging this feeling here, 
or conniving at the acts to which it led, the U. States 
government did all inits power to suppress it, and fo 
prevent our citizens from compromising our neutra- 
lity. Those who invaded the territory of Great 
Britain, did it on their own responsibihty and risk as 
individuals, in direct opposition to the wishes and 
authority of this government, As might have been 
anticipated, the British government took the same 
course in regard to these men, that this state through 
its judicial tribunals is now about to take in regard 
to McLeod. Whenever they found a citizen of the 
U. States within their territory, in a hostile attitude, 
they subjected that citizen to the authority of the 
law of the territory he had invaded, and in many 
instances, they were executed according to the sen- 
teuces of their tribunals. This was their course, 
And why should not we pursue the same course in 
regard to a British subject who has invaded our 
territory? Where is the distinction between the two 
cases? LH it was right for her majesty to treat as 
culprits those who had passed the line in a hostile 
atlitade; to try them before the local tribunals, and 
to execute them under the laws of England, I ask, 
why we may not do the same thing in a hke case? 
Because it is couceded that the Caroline, at the mo- 
ment when the murders were committed on lier 
decks, was within our territory. 

I think the two cases precisely parallel. I be- 
lieve the British government have not recognized 
this act as theirs. Every body who lias tead what 
has transpired in parliament must have marked how 
cautiously lord Palmerston has steered clear of auy 
such acknowledgment. On every occasion he has 
evaded a direct answer to the questions put to him. 
The only tangible information extorted from Pal- 
merston was that Mr. Fox ha4 been directed to de- 
mand the surrender of McLeod, and in case ofa re- 
fusal to demand his passports. But suppose he had 
acknowledged the act as having been done under 
the authority of Great Britain? The difficulty then 
would be that the acknowledgment comes too late, 
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have been arrested and treated as such. At the tiine 
the matter was vilicially brought to the notice of the 
British government, it was its duty to have recog- 
nized or repudiated the act as hers. Not having 
done so, I repeat, the American governinent had no 
alternative but to seize the persous guilty of the ag- 
gression, aod put the law in operation. That bas 
been done. A British subject has been seized and 
indicted, and if guilty sir, I would hang him. I 
wonld never crouch, or truckle, or cringe, to the as- 
sumed omnipotence of Great Britain. I wonld 
never yield an American right because Great Bri- 
tain is strong or dictatorial or exacting. 1 would 
never submit in silence under a knowledge of the 
faet thatan American citizen had been sacrificed as 
a victim to British insolenee. It Great Britain ac- 
knowledges tlie aet, then I would have satisfaction. 
I would compel them to make restitution or ] 
would resort to the last alternative. I go lor the 
resolution, and against the reference lo the judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. L. Hubbeli expressed his concurrence for once, 
in every word that had fallen from the gentleman 
last up, regretting at the same time that any gentle- 
man should have taken the positiou assumed hy the 
gentleman from Herkimer, whoin he represented as 
having attempted to justify the murder of an Ame- 
rican citizen. 

Mr. O'Sullivan, in the absence of Mr. Hoffman, 
felt bound to correct what he said was a manifest 
inisapprebension of the tendeney of that geutleman’s 
teinarks. 

Mr. L. Hubbell resumed, saying that he was not 
aware that the gentleman was not in his seat, but 
insisting that he coald not be mistaken. He went 
on tu say that he resided in a county in which the 
relatives of the murdered Abraham Durfee now 
lived, and that not a breeze came over the green 
hills of that county that did not tell to every deni- 
zen of it that there was a widowed mother and or. 
phan children dependent on their bounty, and that 
the felon who perpetrated the deed, standing on the | 
borders of our own state, justified the deed and glo- 
ried in the act of having shed the blood of an Ame- 
rican citizen— d 

Mr. Simmons conld not hear this. He protested 
against such language on that floor in reference to 
any individual awaiting his trial before a jury ol this 
state. 

Mr. Hubbell was sorry ta disturb the feelings of 
the gentleman from Essex; but he spoke the senti- 
ments (he said) ot the people of New York; and he 
went on to tell those who sustained the proposition 
fo send this man home, that the governor would sizn 
no law for that purpose, and that if he did, the peo- 
ple would not ratity it. He «Mr. H.) stood there, 
he said, to justily those, who at Loekport, when a 
judge, without diseretion, instigateit by British emis- 
saries, was about to set at liberty, the eulprit who 
stands charged with murder, interposed to prevent 
it. He (Mr. H.) had he been there would have stood 
arounil the jail, and would have united in preventing 
the release of the eulpiit through the folly or eorrup- 
tion of the judge. He averred that there was not 
power enougli—there was not gold enough in Great 
Biitain to take this man’s body out of the eouuty 
of Niagara, until he shall have gone through the form 
ofa trial. lt was enough to know that he was a 
man who gloried in traving shed the blood of a eiti- 
zen ol this state. He (Mr. H.) believed he did shed 
tlie blood ofa citizen. 

Mr. Simmons again interposed, deprecating a 
course calculated to prevent a fair trial, in this state | 
at least. 

Mr. L. Hubbell’s answer was that if not guilty he 
was a liar—il guilty he was a inurderer. 

Mr. 58. C. Hawley expressed a wish to be heard 
belore ttie vote was taken, but the hour beiug late, 
moved an adjournment. 

Mr. Duer thought the resolution should not gol 
abroad without the vote of the house on it. He 
should leel alarmed for the peace of the rroutier other- 
wise. 

The house refused to adjourn, when Mr. Hoffman 
rose, but gave way to Mr. Holley, who said it was! 
but due to the gentleman irom Herkimer that he 
shoul! have an opportunity to be heard again. He 
added that he regretted the introduction of the reso- 
lution. He would not discuss it. He thought it in- 
discreet to do so, for reasons that would be obvious, 
He would only say that he could not think of going 
for the instruetions, becanse they judged this whole 
case. All kuew that the question of the disposition 
of McLeod, was one that agitated this state and 
country from one end to the other. Ali knew it to 
be a subject in regard to which the general govern- 
ment and Great Britain were negotiating; and we 
could not know enough ot the state of the question, 
between the parties, to undertake to step in here 
and cut off the whole matter. Whenever the na- 
tional government should intimale fo us that there 
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are difficulties which require the action 
ral state governments, that would be communicated 
to us. Until then no action seemed to hii called for. 

Mr. Kelsey here moved an adjournmeut, which 
was agreed to. 

The following version of the case of McLeod, we 
extract from a late number of the London Exami- 
ner. 

THE SEIZURE OF THE “CAROLINE.” 

We believe that the general excitement respecting 
Mr. McLeod res(s upon the assumption of the fol- 
lowing faets. That he eitherhad nothing to do with 
the burning of the Caroline, or, if concerned in it, 
acted in obedience to the orders of the British govern- 
ment; that the service on which he was employed 
(supposing him to have been actually engaged in it) 
was a lawful act of selt-defence; that the responsibi- 
lity of the act was assumed by the British govern- 
ment; that it has been the subject of negotiation be- 
tween the countries, and that Mr. MeLeod therefore 
is obviously irresponsible, whatever be the course 
whieh the negotiations may take; that notwithstand- 
ing this he has been arrested by the war party in the 
state of N. York, that au indictment has been found 
against him on perjured evidence, that after the judge 
lad, as he was bound to do, adinitted him to bail, an 
Awerican mob prevented liis reclaiming his liberty; 
that, notwithstanding the remonstrances of our am- 
bassador, he is, in violation to public law to be tried; 
that he will probably be convicted, and without our 
forcible intervention, hanged; and that our honor and 
our duty to one of our lellow subjeets require us to 
rescue him, though it be at the expense of a war. 

Happily of this assumption only a portion, and 
tbat not the inost material portion ofitis true; and we 
shall show the degree in which it is inaceurate by 
stating the real facts of the case. 

In Decemher, 1837, a set of ruffians consisting of 
several hundred of Canadian refugees aud Aimeriean 
borderers, seized Navy Island, an island within Bri- 
tish waters, and from thence attempted, though in- 
effectually to cannonade the British village of Chip- 
pewa, and threatened an actnal invasion of the con- 
tinent of Upper Canada. 


the house of assembly were ordered to the frontier. 
* He received orders,” says sir Francis Head, (see 
his despateh 20th January, 1838), *toacton the de- 


fensive only, and to be careful not to do any act of 


which the American government could justly eom- 
plain as a breach of neutrality. On the 28th of De- 
cember, posittve information was given that a small 
steamboat, the Caroline, had been hired by the pi- 
rates who called themselves patriots, to be employed 
in carrying down cannon, and other stores ana men, 
between Fort Schlosser (on the American side) and 
Navy Island. He resolved if she came and engaged 
in this service, to take or destroy her. She did come 
down, she transported a piece of artillery and other 
stores to the island, and made repeated passages be- 
tween it and tlie shore. 

In the night he sent a party of militia it appears 
frota capt. Drew's despatch, that they were volun- 
teers, in boats, with orders to take ar destroy her. 
They found the Caroline moored to the whart, oppo- 
site ta the inn at Fort Schlosser, On her deck was 
an armed party, She was boarded, and after a re- 
sistanee, in which some desperate wounds were in- 
flicted upon the assailants, she was carried. If any 
peaceable subjects ot the United States perished in 
the eouflict, it was and is equally unknown, or whe- 
ther any such were there. Before this vessel was 
taken, not a gun had been fired by the force under 
the orders of col. Macnab. ‘The party loused the 
vessel from the wharf, set her on fire, and let her 
drilt down the stream;" that is over the Niagara falis, 
Such are tlie facts as stated by sir F. Head, and they 
appear to be substantially correct. Mr. Maicv, the 
governor of New York, 'states officially the number 
of persons killed on board the vessel, or destroyed 
with ber as she went down the falls at twelve, be- 
sides one shot on tlie wharf, but it bas subsequently 
appeared, that this was an exaggeration, Mr. For- 
syth, the American secretary ot stale, complained to 
Mr. Fox, our minister at Washington, of the attack 
made on Caroline while moored to the American 
shore. Mr. Fox defends it on tlie ground of sell- 
defence, and the apparent inability of the New York 
authorities to control the ruffians who sallied trom 
her shores to attack ours. 

“This extraordinary state of things,” he adds 
“seems tohave impelled her majesty’s subjects in 
Upper Canada to consult their own security by pur- 
suing and destroying the vessel of their piratical ene- 
my wheresoever they might find her.” 

Mr. Forsyth in his reply, “denied that the facts 
referred to by Mr. Fox were a justification; the 
Aioerican government having adopted measures, 
prompt, vigorous and successful, to repress the un- 
lawlul interlerence of their inhabilants—the great 


of the seve- 


To prevent this a body of 
militia, commanded by Mr. Maenab, the speaker of 


obstacle to which was the excitement occasioned by 
the burning of the Caroline.” 

Mr. Fox in his reply, refers Mr. Forsyth to her 
majesty's government in England. 

Mr. Forsyth made his formal complaint to her ma- 
jesty’s government in England, and that government 
returned no answer. Undersuch circumstances Mr. 
MeLeod, who is supposed not to have really taken 
part in the affair, (though his brother was present), 
has more than once visited New York, and, as we 
understand, boasted to the English party there, that 
he had shared the glory of the attack. Now the at- 
tack prima facie, was unlawful. It was a midnight 
attack on Americen citizens, in an Ainerican boat, 
moored to the American shore, It was not an attack 
in the progress of hostilities, for it appears that not a 
shot had before been fired by Mr. Macnabor his mi- 
litiamen or volunteers. Whether any circumstances 
of provocation, or any inability of the stale of New 
York to restrain her subjects, would have made the 
act lawful, is a question; the better opinion among 
jurists seems to be that they would not. But, prt- 
ma fucie, it was, we repeat, unlawful; the Atneriean 
government had treated itas such in their complaints 
to the British minister, had been by Lim referred to 
the British government, and from the British go- 
vernment had received no answer. 

Mr. McLeod, apparently concerned in this prima 
facie unlawful act, was arrested sotoe time ago in the 
territory of New York by the local authorities, and, 
we know not by what means, got off. Inthe be- 
ginning of last December, he returned there, and 
was'again arrested, and committed to await his trial 
for murder, 

Mr. Fox demanded his release on the ground that 
“the burning of the Caroline was a public act of 
persons in her majesty’s service; obeying the orders 
of their superior authorities; and that the president 
of the United States bad made it the subject ofa re- 
monstrance to the British government, and the mat- 
ter was still under negotiation," 

Mr. Forsyth replyed— 

“That the president bad. not the power lo inter- 
fere with the independent jurisdiction of the state of 
New York; that the offence was committed within 
the territory of New York, against her laws and 
citizens, and within the competency of her tribu- 
nals, ‘Phat it was an unjustifiable invasion of the 
United States territory by an armed band from Ca- 
nada; and that if ihe destruction of the Caroline was 
a public act of persons in her majesty’s service, obey- 
ing the orders of their superiors, this fact had not 
before been communicated to the government of the 

United States by a person authorised to muke the ad- 
mission; and that it would be for the court to decide 
on the validity of such a defence when legally es- 
tablished.” 

Now this is at that the American government has 
done: indeed, the loca! authorities have endeavored 
to do even less, for they have endeavored to let 
McLeod get off by bailing him, though on a ca- 
pital charge. Ofeourse he must be tried, and will 
be tijed. 1f he fail in proving tbat he was not im- 
plicated, he will plead the orders of Mr. Maenab. 
We hope that the court may feel justified in allow- 
ing this plea: it would transfer the discussian from 
the legal to the politica! forum in the easiest man- 
ner. But if the court overrule the plea, and its va- 
lidity is purely a legal question, of course be must 
be convicted. 

But we have no fears of his being executed. It 
would be a rash aud a cruel act; and an aet without 
a motive, since the conviction, or indeed even the 
allowing the plea that he acted under the orders of 
his superiors, would sufficiently raise the question 
between the governments. We have no doubt that, 
i he be convieted, his execution will be respited 
until the issue of the political negotiation is ascer- 
tained. If that issue be Javorable to pesce, of course 
his pardon and release tust be the consequence; 
and even if it be unfavorable, we cannot think that 
vengeance would be taken on a solitary captive. 
His llfe, therefore, we eonsider safe. But how is 
the question between the governments to be decid- 
ed? How are we to avoid a war, which would cer- 
| tainly throw back America twenty-five yeais and 
England fifty, and which might open to one coun- 
try. or to both, a series of evils such as neither has 
endured or even feared? 

We see no means of coming to an agreement 
while each party remains judge in his own cause. 
| Every week of discussion makes them more confi- 
dentthat they are in the right, and us that we are 
| in the right. ` The only possible issue is a reference 
toa third party, before whom an agreed state of 
[acts, or, if the parties eaunot agree on one, then the 
whole evidence, shal} be laid, aud who shall say, 
first whether the seizure of the Curoline was or was 
not justifiable. If justifiable, what indemnity, il 
any, is to be given by the American government for 
the sufferings of McLeod? lí not justifiable, what 
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indemnity, if any, is to be given by the English go- | 
vernment to the owners and crew of the Caroline? 
We say, if any, because the referred inay hold that, 
' though the seizure was lawful, so was McLeod’s 
trial, and that he must take his indemnity, it any, 
from the British government; or the referee may 
hold the seizure unjustifiable, but yet that the ser- 
vices to which the Curoline lias been put, deprive 
those connected with her of any right to satisfaction. 

The local authorities wade, indeed, as it appears 
to us, an attempt to evade trying Mr. MeLeod by 
admitting him, (certainly by a great stretch of law, 
for murder is not a bailable otfence),to hail; the 
mob, however, interlerred and caused him to be de- 
tained. 

Now as far as those proceedings have gone, of | 
whom have we a right to complain? . | 

In the first place, of Mr. Macnab, for having, in 
violation of sir F, Head's express orders to remain 
on the defensive and do nothing of which the Aine- 
rican government could justly complain, began his 
campaign by an act prime facie illegal, and defensi- 
ble only on the extreme plea of necessity. 

Secondly of lord Palmerston, who allowed the 
American remonstranee, on so grave a subject, to 
remain three years unanswered. We are aware 
that it was a disagreeable question. We had to de- 
fend ourselves by the most offensive of argutnents— 
recrimination; and lord Palmerstoo probably thought 
that the conduct of neither party haviug been irre- 
proachable the best plan was ta make no auswer, in 
ihe hope that no answer would be required. And 
we are not sure that this condnet imight not have 
succeeded. But the folly, and if the facts which we 
have are correct, the vanity of McLeod, in. going 
amonga people before whose trihunals he mnst have 
known that the burning of the Caroline was a ques- 
tionable act, and boasting of his part in it, have pre- 
vented the success of lord Palmerston’s dilatory po- 
licy, and now force on the controversy, and certain- 
ly under unfavorable circuinstances. 

But have we also not a right to complain of the 
American authorities, either of the supreme govern- 
ment or of the local authorities? We say decidedly 
that up to the latest intelligence, we have a right to 
complain of neither. The American apthorities 
have done precisely what we should have, and in- 
deed must fiave, done under similar circumstances. 
If a mixed band of French refugees and English 
ruffians were to take part in a French civil war, to 
land on the French coast and annoy the neighboring 
country if they derived recruits and supplies from 
our shore, and belore our government could prevent 
their doing so, a steatner should run from Dover to 
France and earry them arns and men, and return at 
night and moor in. Dover harbor—il, we say, under 
these circumstances, a band of Freneli volunteers 
should at midnight enter Dover habor, attack the 
steamer, loose her frora the pier, and endeavor to 
kill the crew and senttle the vessel, should we, or 
should we not, on the alarm being given in the town, 
interfere to stop such proceedings? If we shonld 
interfere, it could be on the ground only that sueh 
proceedings within our lerritory; were unlawful, H 
the whole matter were effected betore our coast 
guard could interfere, should we, or should we not, 
attempt to intercept the actors in their retreat? It 
that could not be etfected, shoald we not remonstrate 
with the Fiench government? 1f that government 
gave no answer and a person describing himself, or | 
described by others as implicated in the attack, came 
to Dover or in any pait of Kent, would he not be ar- 
rested and committed for trial? And if the French 
government required him to be released, on the plea 
that he had acted in obedience to the lawtul com- 
inands of his superiors, would not {he answer, be— 
“This is the first time we have heard of this act! 
olfictally: let it be pleaded at the trial, let the court 
dicide whether he acted in obedience to his supe- 
riors, and whether the act was of such a nature as 
their command eould justify. But we will not, (the 
Americans say they cannot), interfere till the trial 
js over,” 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
[An awkwara mistake was made in making up 
the last number of the Register, whieh was not dis- 
covered until alter it was mailed. The second of 

Mr. Biddle’s letters was inserted instead of the first 

—both having beet prepared—The subjects treated 

in each were entirely distinct however. The first 

and £Awd ol his letters are inserted in this number— 
the fourth and fitth will be inserted in our next—a 
sixth is announced. ] 

From the National Gazette. 

FIRST LETTER FROM NICHOLAS DIVOLE, ESQ. TO 
THE HON. JOHN M. CLAYTON. 
Audalusia, Bucks county, April 8, 1341. 

Hon. John M. Clayton, Dover, Delaware: 

My prar sin: Dwing your late visit to Phila- 
delpliia, you were good enough to express your 


opinion of the peculiar hardship of my position in 
respect to the late meeting of the stockholders of 
the Bank of the United States. For sixteen years 
I had beeu the president of that institution, which 
upto the hour I left it enjoyed a long career of 
prosperity. Two years afterwards it fell into great 
trouble, and it seems to be the desire of those now 
connected with it to ascribe all its misfortunes, in- 
cluding the fatal resumption a lew weeks ago, en- 
tirely to my adininistration. Had this been done 
ina fair and open and manly way, no one would 
have been more ready then myself to meet that 
question. But instead of this, what was the course 
pursued? A committee of stockholders has been 
forthree months at work with all the books and 
papers ol the bank under their control, raking up 
every thing which by distortion may injure my ad- 
ministration, or revenge their own personal griefs, 


| 


those who encountered the trouble and the respon- 
sibility, Nor was there the slightest desire to eon- 
cealit. On the contrary. all the correspondence 
aud entries, I believe, passed through the bank—it 
was announced over and over again, in publica- 
tions known to come from the bank; and it was 
particularly described in a published letter of mine 
to Mr. Adams, on the 10th of December, 1838, of 
which the following is an extract: 

“In like manner, the derangement of the curren- 
cy placed the staples of the south entirely at the 
mercy of the foreign purchaser, who could have 
dictated the terms of sale to the prostrated planter. 
It was thought proper to avert that evil by employ- 
ing a large portion of the capital of the bank in 
making advances on southern produce. This had 
two effects. The first was to provide remittanees 


or pander to the morbid appetite which prevails 
abroad about banks and those connected with them. 
Fromm all communieation with that inquisitorial 
body, I was studiously excluded; and I understand 
thata proposal to invite my attendance or to ap- 

rise me of what they were doing, was rejeeted. 

hey ended at last by reporting exparte and par- 
tial statements in regard to myself; and, as you 
saw at the meeting, no opportunity was given to 
let the accused be heard before he was condemned, 
and the report is widely ciiculated with an air of 
official authority in distant places, where no expla- 
nation of mine can ever follow it. Now all this 
seeins to me a signal act of injustice. I know that 
misfortune has a right to be querulous; but this 
summary condemnation without a chance of expla- 
nation or delence,a privilege never denied to the 
humblest criminal, cannot fail to be regretted even 
by those who have joined iu it, when the passion 
of the moment shall subside. I deeply regret it— 
less on my own account, however, than because I 
think such an act of injostice inflicts a severe in- 
jury on the bank itsell—1 regret it still more be- 
cause,althiongh separated from the bank, I felt a 
sincere interest in its late and had prepared with 
great industry what I deemed the means of reviv- 
ing its prosperity, which I ineant to submit to the 
stockholders. 

Allthat, of course, is over now. But as 1 know 
you are desirous of ascertaining the truth, I shail 
proceed to explain to you as a personal lriend seve- 
ral matters, very simple in themselves, but which 
have been strangely misrepresented. Forinstance, 

You heard in the report a long and complicated 
story abont eotton purehases, and it is so offen said, 
that many begin to believe it—that the Bank of 
the United States speculated largely in cotton, and 
lost a great deal ot money by it. It seems unkind 
to disturb so established a fact—hut the truth is, 
that during my connection with the bank, it never 
owned a bale of cotton—and will not, I believe, 
lose a dollar by any operation in eotton, unless by 
great mismanagement hereafter, ‘That whole mat- 
ter has been to me a sonrce of so much pride, from 
its benefits to the bank and tothe country, that I 
take pleasure in stating the real history of it. 

In the year 1837, the bank went to the relief of 
the city of New York, hy issuing its bonds paya- 
ble in London, The question was how to provide 
the means of paying those bonds. Hitherto the 
only mode of doing it was by the purchase of bills 
drawn at the south on shipments of prodyce—but 
the difficulty now was, that in the general prostra- 
tios of credit at the south, there was great danger 
in taking private bills drawn there—while many of 
the Liverpool houses on whom these bills were 
usually drawa were themselves embarrassed. It 
oceurzed to ine, therefore, that the only mode of 
avoiding these dangers was to purchase no bills at 
all, exeept founded on direct shipinents of produce 
under the control of the bank. I aecordingly urged 
the mercantile part af the directors to engage in 
that aperation—bat linding none of them disposed 
to large operations, I deterinined that as 1t must he 
done I would doit myself. 1 accordingly request- 
ed Messrs. Bevan & Huinplreys to carry out tlie 
plan, which was simply to let their agents at the 
south draw on them domestie bills, for which they 
would receive the notes of the bank, purchase the 
produce and send it to France and England; then 
as their domestic bills came to maturity in Phila- 
delphia, to pay the bank, by sterling bills on the 
houses in Isngland and France, to whom the pro- 
duce was sent, and by whom it was sold. This 
was the whole operation, which lasted from the 
suminer of 1537 to the fall of 1338. It was un- 
dertaken without the least idea of any pecuniary 
advantage, and the only understanding ou that sub- 
ject was a inere verbal assurance (rom me—that if 
after repaying these advances to the bani, there 
should he any excess, as the bank could not by its 
eharter buy thia produce, or of course take any pro- 
fils arising fiom it, such excess should he given to 


to pay its own bonds in England, issned to New 
York merchants in their extreme distress, for, as 
the bank could not purchase these staples, it made 
advances upon them in the south, receiving, in ex- 
change, bills on Europe—the second was fo intro- 
duce into the market a new competition, and thns 
prevent the unconditional subjection of the planter 
to the forgein pruchaser. These advances were 
made not as ir. past years, on the mere personal se- 
curity of the merchants, whieh the contusion of all 
private credit would have rendered too hazardous— 
but, on the actual shipment of the produce to an 
American honse in ar elena: willing and able to 

rotect American property, from the reckless waste 
-with which it has been otten thrown into the mar- 
ket, with an entire disregard of all American inte- 
rests. The combination of these causes—the ap- 
plication of capital on this side, and the prudent 
reserve on the other—has saved to the planting in- 
terest an amount which it is difficult to estimate be- 
low ten or filteen millions of dollars. 1 believe too 
that nearly one-half of the commercial debt of this 
country to Europe has been pain by the mere diffe- 
rence between the actual sales of the securities and 
staples, and the prices they would have realised, haa 
they been thrown unprotected into the hands of 
Europeans. These measures were essentially of a 
temporary nature—they were measures ol emer- 
gency, adopted in the midst of à. public calamity 
and to be discontinued with the necessity whieh 
caused them. As soon, therefore, as the capital and 
industry of the country had time to subside into 
their accustomed channels, these operations were 
relinquished, and now they have totally and finally 
ceased." 

In the mean time the benefit was very great alike 
to the bank and to the country. To the bank, because 
it got the advantage of a large circulation of its 
notes—it got the premium of its drafts from the 
south—it got the funds in Europe without the least 
risk, and a large collection of its southern dehts. 
What is more important still, the possession of 
these funds abroad was the means of protecting and 
saving the agent ot the bank; and, of course, the 
bank itself trom prostration. Of this, the most de- 
cisive evidence is a declaration made by the presi- 
dent of the bank himself, in a letter to Messrs. Be- 
van and Humphreys, of the 5th of February, 1840, 
in which he says—*The state of the debt due by 
the bank to Messrs. Humphreys and Biddle of Li- 
verpool, has been for some time the subject of great 
anxiety. These gentlemen have, with a zeal in 
favor of the bank, tor which onr thanks are particu- 
larly due, sustained Mr. Jaudon in many periods of 
his lale struggles, with the aid not merely of their 
| funds, but wath all they could raise on their eredit, 
[and have enabled hira to ineet his payments, when 
| but for their assistance, he would nol have been able to 
extricate himself." 

Finally, the operation was of great use not mere- 
ly to the bank, but to the whole country. The to- 
tal prostration of all means and all credit in the 
south at the time, placed the whole crops at the 
merey of the foreign purchaser. The purchases 
made to provide bills for the bank, obliged these 
foreign purchasers to give something nore like 
the real value to sonthern protluce—it made an 
actual dillerence in lavor of the southern states of 
at least twenty or twenty-five millious—which 
gave them facilities in the discharge of their debts 
to the northern states as well as to the bank it- 
self. 

While these operations were in progress, F left 
the bank—about two years ago—and the whole 
matler was of course to await the event of these 
sales—to be treated as a mere ordinary mercantile 
transactinn, which it in fact was. After I had left 
the bank, a statement was presented to me by Mr. 
Cabot, of the house of Messrs. Bevan and Ham- 
phreys, who was then a direetor of the bank, and 
did this whole business as the intermediary be- 
tween the bank and his house. His statement wes 
as follows: 
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Sales advised in Liverpool, 


33,000 bales at sey 35. 35,000 
5.500 do. 8 i6 609 
19.000 do. 10 75.000 
6.000 do, 12 30,000 
9,000 do. 15 24,000 
18,500 do. 20 165,000 
91,000 
Estimating exchange at 109 315.000 


Profit on 91,000 baies sold in Liverpool $356,000 


Do. 45,000 bales on hand 450,000 
Sales in France and Holland— (105,000 

franes) 50,000 

6,000 bales on hand in France 50,000 

45,000 do. new crop 600,000 

1,400,000 

Deduct for interesi, over estimale, &c. 200,000 


Estimating French exchange at 5.25. 1,200,000 

From this amount it appeared that the profits 
realized, and confidently expected, amounted to 
$1,400,000, and that after paying $800,000 and re- 
imbursing all the advances to the bank there wonld 
still remain a sum of $600,000 in the bank to be 
enjoyed hy the bank in any way permitted by the 
charter. And now what possible disposition could 
be made ol this excess? It there had been no profit 
at all, I should have been content, for profit was no 
object in the operation,  Bnt if there «as a prolit, 
whether of five doltars or five million of dollars, ttie 
bank could take no part of it, for having no right to 
purchase the produce itself, to take the least por- 
tion of gain upon it would devolve an ownership 
which was forbidden by the charter; and all that the 
bank could do was to receive hack its principal aud 
interest and exchange with the collateral benefits 
of the operation. I had never known any thing 
whatever ot the accounts or details, and being whol- 
ly unconnected either officially or individua!ly with 
the bank, when F received this statement I presnin- 
ed that the result of the matter was correctly stat- 
ei, it was so settled accordingly, leaving the mar- 
gin of 600,000 dollars to provide against all possible 
contingency. 

Eighteen months after I had left the bauk, how- 
ever, I received a letter from the cashier, stating, 
that on winding up this concern, it was found that 
there was an over-advance of $631,390 97, and that 
the portion which it belunged to me to return was 
$315,695 44. This, of course, was a fair charge, 
and intended to be wholly responsible, and that the 
bank should be exempt from loss, J should have 
paid it at once, but for this consideration. 1 found, 
npon examining the case, that this loss was, in fact, 
occasioned by the sacrifice of this property, in order 
to sustain the bank in Europe from euibarrassiiente 
brought on wholly by the bank itself; and it be- 
came a question, how far, looking at it as a simple 
commercial operation, the only possible hght in 
which it could be regarded, I, a stanger, no longer 
connected with the bank, ought to bear the buiden 
of this sac.ifice. The nature and the cause ol if 
were soon discovered, It was thus: 

Messrs. Humphreys & Biddle of Liverpool, on 
the first of June, 1840, addressed a private and con- 
filential letter to Messrs. Bevan & Humphreys, 
in which they reply to an inquiry by the latter as 
to the reasons of their paying over so much money 
to Mr. Jaudon, that it was impossible for them to 
resist the repeated and anxious requests of Mr. 
Jandon for assistance. "Thus they say that their 
advinces to Mr. Jaudon were at one time as high 
as £270,000, besides being parties to bills on Lon- 
don houses which were then running for £226,000. 
They then quote from Mr. Jandon’s letters to thein 
extracts like these. On the 22d of August, 1339, 
he writes as lollows: 

eI must look to yon for £50,000 to make np the 
sum. If! donot get this, E get none; for all are 


contingent on my making up iwy estimates; every | 


thing, therefore, turns upon what you can do—tor 
here I am exhausted. You must therefore work 
you hardest tor ine—life or death to the Bank of 
the U. S. is the issue. [f 5,000 bales of cotton must 
go, let thein go, be the loss what 1t may—it cannot 
be so great as the loss from a protest, and mnst be 
borne by owners or bank as they may settle lhe 
matter between them. [ leave all to you, knowing 
that you will leave nothing untried thal may save 
me—the sale of 5,000 bales would do the business, 
and there ean be nodonbt as to the choice of this 
evil rather than the other.” 

And on the 23d he says further: 

“L wrote you yesterday stating the absolute ne- 
cessity of my relying upou you for £50,000 to help 
out my list, without which the whole must fall 
through, the large sale of cotton will help to provide 
this T hope.—I now want your turther aid [or ano- 
ther £50,000 in bills on Heth & Co.” 


rm 


They conchide these extracts by saying: 
this dueomina we tar bet ta d 
your coltan available for ihe desperate eimerges 
cy, —and again— We lave deemed it necessary | 
fo make this full and unreserved communication, 
by which you will see that Iree sales of the cotlon 
shipped by yon were absolutely necessary to refund 
the immense suns of money we had borrowed trom 
bankers and brokers for the use of Mr. Jundoo.” 

So manifestly wrong was it to throw upon them 
the loss upon tliis cotton, that the president of the | 
bank bimselt, in a letter to Messrs. Bevan & Hum- 
phreys, of the 5th of February, 1840, actually as- 
sumed this loss, His letter was as follows: 

Bank of the U. S. Feb. 5, 1840. 
Messrs, Bevan & Humphreys, Philadelphia: 

GENTLEMEN: The slate of the debt dne by the 
bank to Messrs. Humphreys & Biddie, of Liver- 
pool, has been lor some time the subject ol great 
solicitude. These gentlemen have witha zeal in 
favor of the bank, for which onr thanks are parti- 
cularly due, sustained Mr Jaudon in many periods 
of his struggles, with the aid, not merely of their | 
funds, but with all they could raise on their credit, 
and have enabled him to meet his payments when, | 
but for their assistance, he would not have been 
able to extricate himself. We now learn by the 
last advices, that their own eredit will suffer unless 
they are relieved from their heavy responsibilities | 
on bis account. We are, therefore, extremely anx- | 


In| 
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ious to repay them, butin the present state of the | 
bank itis impracticable to do it by direct remit- 
tances. We utiterstand, however, that they have 
still on hand a quantity of inerchanidise shipped by 
yon, some ol which they have already been obliged 
to sell to meet their most pressing engagements on 
,account of Mr. Jandon. As (he only remaining 
method of aequitting the debt due to thein, | have 
to request that you will direet them to raise funds 
by the sale of any or all the merchandise consigned 
by you to them, and if this sale should be attended 
by any sacrifice on ils cost, we will make up the dit- 
ference, and that the same difference will be made 
upon what they have alreudy sold. Having no other | 
method of paying a debt of so sacred a character, | 
we must submit fo any merely pecuniary loss it 
must occasion. With great respect, yours, z 
T. DUNLAP, president. 
Here, then, was the positive evidence—lhirst, that 
this loss was ineurred, by sacrifices, for the benefit | 
Jof the bank; and second, that the loss was recog- 
nized and assumed by the bank. 
Fearlul that my own judginent might mislead me, | 
I determined to consult some eminent gentleman, 
ont of Philadelphia, who wonld look at the ratter 
with candor and impartiality, and F, therefore, sub- 
mitted the whole case to chancellor Kent, That 
gentleman’s answer was as lollows: 
New York, Sept. 17, 1840. 


Nicholas Biddle, esq. 

Dear str: t have carefully pernsed the papers 
you seni me yesterday, containing the draft of your 
letter to the president and directors uf. the Bank of 
the United States, and a copy of Mr. Danlap’s let- 
ter to Messrs. Bevan and Huinphreys, ol the 5th of 
February, 1840. 

I am of opinion and most decidedly, that you are 
well founded in law and equity in your claim to 
have deducted from tbe acconnt, the difference be- 
tween the cost of the cotton sold at Liverpool by 
Messrs. Humphreys & Biddle to repay their ad- 
vances to Mr. Jaudon and the proceeds of the sales. 
The letter of Mr. Dunlap as president of the bank, 
directing the sale at all events and at any sacrifice 
to save Mr. Jaudon, and exempt the bank froin dis- 
credit—and stating that the bank wonld make np 
the difference il there was any sacrifice on the cost, 
| and that the assurance should ap ply tothe merchan- 
|dise already sold as well as that to be sold puts an 
end in my judgment to all doubt and difficulty as 
to the question of the responsibility of the bank, 
and of your claim to indemnity against the sacrifice 
The letter with ils assurances ts retrospective as 
well as prospective, founded on the equitable con- 
sideration and justice. ot the case, that sacrifices 
made at the pressing solicitations of Mr. Jaudon as | 
thé agent al the bank to relieve it, ought to be burne 
by it. Lam, dear sir, yours very respectfully, 

JAMES KENT. 

It was then manif. st to me that my property had 
been sacrifice to the necessities ol the bank— 
brought on by the conduct of the bank alter F left 
it—braught on by the efforts to break down the 
banks of New York—the real cause of all the dis- 
asters of the Bank of the U. 3, —which now called 
upon me to repair the injuries its own conduct hac 
inflicted. Ta these persons 1 dented all right to | 
make any such call. L would not consent that T 
should be mate to suffer from their mismanage- 
ment. At the same time, I. desired to avoid ali 
controversy, especially with the baak. 


th these i 
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mpressions, I put the whole matter 


m tpe! eee 


ORIENT Mp p ^h SUPR ü 


hun to «ille at in aay manner wit 
just and proper. 

He has aathotised me fo make the following 
statement: 

“I began by informing the committee that yen 
believed your propeity had been sacrificed by the 
bank to meet its necessities, and that you wonld 
not conseut to any loss growing out of that transac- 
lion. I had several interviews with the committce 
—they enden by the gentlemen cou posing it ex- 
pressing a wish that the matter in dispute should 
be amicably closed. To this I answered, that un- 
der all the circumstances you d:d not recognise the 
claim to any thing, and that you would pay tt mere- 
ly from an nnwilltngness to have a controversy with 
the bank. Among the securities mentioned on the 
accasion were some sterling bonds of Texas paya- 
bie in London; and as the cominittee were stiongly 
impressed with the belief, in which Mr. Jandon 
then recently from London concurred, that these 
bouds wouln, by the expected success of the Texian 
loan, be forthwith paid in London, and be equal to 
cash there—they preferred these to the otter secu- 
rities, and they were accordingly given. 

“Ina subsequent interview, alter discussing va- 
rious kinds of securities, the committee asked whe- 


deh Le andes is uL 


| ther you could not furmsh the whole amonot of the 


balance in the same Texian securities. This, atter 
consultation with you, was agreed to, and the ar- 
rangement was su concluded, Tne principal parts 
of it were, 

“Ist, That it was maintained by you that tlie 
hank had no claim upon you. 

“2d. That the payment was yielded to by you for 
the sake of peace. 

“3d. That these particular securities were se- 
lected by the committee themselves." 

Accoidingly the deficiency was provided for in 


| that way—the other parties settled tor their respec- 


tive shares, and thus the whole over advance was 
refunded by giving secniities which may be inae 


|or less easily convertible, but which cannot fail, I 


shouid think, to replace the whole of tlie over ad- 
vance, As to the securities—those of Texas— 
they are at this moment worth far more than the 
stock of the bank itself, and it happens, opportune- 
ly enough, that |. have this very day heard trom 
Europe, of the success of the Texian loan whieh 
secures the payment of these bonds as Mr. Jaudon 
anticipated, 


Now this payment of mine was wholly g 
tous. [ would not pay until I had ascertained and 
asserted my rights—aud having done that I votun- 
tarily yielded them. The coromittee said that they 
wished it settled amicably. Undoubtedly they did 
—lorthey knew that unless I. chose to pay they 
conld never receive a dollar. I actually paid these 
320,000 dollacs, which I was not under the least 
obligation to pay,—which chancellor Kent declared 
neither law nor equity made it necessary to pay,— 
and in doing at, E thonght I was giving a stiong 
proof how tar ancient and kindly recollections of 
the bank prevailed over all selfish considerations. 
Perhaps I should have been wiser—certainly I 
should have been richer—had I abstained {rvin a 
generosity which has been so ill-requited. 

Such is the history of this cotton operation. Tt 
ecnsisted merely in this—that the bank accustomed 
to buy bills of exchange on private credit, resalved 
lor greater precantion when private credit was very 
unsafe, to buy only from a known party ou real 
shipments af prodnce. This lasted about twelve 
months, and when it is over, it being found that the 
hank had advanced for these cottons more than they 
realized, in conseqnerce of the conduct of the bank 
itseli the parties interested refunded the money. 
Yet this transaction, simple, straightlerwaid and 
public, is perverted into a mysterious and -ruinous 
speculation 

To-morrow I will explain ta you another matter, 
and in the meantime remain wilh great respect and 
esteein, N. BIDDLE. 


gratui- 


THIRD LETTER FROM NICHOLAS BIDDLE, ESQ. TO 
THE HON JOHN M. CLAYTON. 
„Andalusia, Bucks county, April VA, 1841. 
Hon. John M. Clayton, Dover, Delaware: 

My DEAR srr: I am abont to explain to you 
some suigular: details of what would otherwise be 
unintellizihle—the origin and nature of the late pro- 
ceedings touching the Bank of the United States. 

To vou who have heen wholly uncainected with 
either the old or new Bauk of the United States— 
to you who have nevei borrowed a tlollar or receiv- 
eil a favor from either—nor been responsible for à 
dollar as principal or secority to either—what con- 
cerns the bank possesses but little interest-—5ut the 
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story should be preserved, not merely to show to 
the suffering stockbolders the influences which have 
inisled them, but as a curious illustration how ab- 
scure and insignificant causes produce great disas- 
ters. [pay you therefore tu follow tne down through 
these inysteries. 

On the docket of the court of common pleas 
Philadelphia—on tbe equity side—is the following 
entry: 

Cheyney Hickman for the use | 
of the president, directors and 
company of the Bank of the U. 
States, and the president, direc- 
tora and company of the Bauk of 
the United States, 

vs. 
Manuel Eyre & Chas. Massey. hw : 

Here is a suit the purpose of which is to decide 
aclaim fora som varying from 15,000 to 40,000 
dollars, according to an account which the bank 
wishes to compel tlie parties to render. 

Without meaning to give any opinion about that 
case, the simple tact that the bank had just brought 


Dec’r term, 1540. 
No. 1. 


leas of 


was ot itsell 


mittee of investigation to their proper sptiere of ve- 
rifying the assets, and had so instrneted the com- 
mittee of the board appointed to meet the commit- 
tee of investigation. But the moment they found 
that they could no longer continue specie payments 
—in the alarm and contusion which followed, they 
appealed to the committee of investigation and beg- 
| ged them now to exainine the causes of their pros- 
tration, That the purpose of this was to relieve 
themselves by throwing the blame on their prede- 
cessors, cannot be doubted, nor is it less evident 
that the committee as perfectly understood it as if 
it had been in the resolution, for the most remarka- 
ble character of the report is this—that trom the 
beginning to theend there is not censure, nor scarce- 
ly mentioned, any transaction of the bank within 
the last two years. There seems to have been a 
tacit understanding that the committee might inves- 
tigate what they pleased if they would only abstain 
from tonching the present board. “We comimenc- 
ed,” says the committee, ‘an examination of the af- 


| 


a snit against Mr. Charles Massey, 
sufficient to prevent his being a member of that a de i 
committee of investigation. Betore any tribunal he | It seems to me as if iny administration had been 
would have been rejected as a juror, and a sense of | sold to the committee by these directors at the price 
propriety should have induced him instantly to de- | of their own safety. Had they nothing to say about 
cline the appointment. His partner, Mr. Manuel | the protest by Messrs. Holtinguer & Co.—nothing 
Eyre, had been a director in 1840, but in conse- | of the injury to the credit of the institution by the 

uence of complaints against him was left out of the | sales of post notes in the fall of. 1839—nothing of 
board at the last election—a source of keen disap- | the publication of the Isl of January-—nothing of 
pointment. These feelings found other stimulants | the resumption—nuthing of the third suspension?— 
to support them. Mr. Eyre is understood to be the | Not one single word. The stockholder wanted to 
largest' stockholder in. the Schuylkill Navigation | know why his stock was reduced trom $116 in 
company, of which Mr. Lippincott is the president, | March, 1829, to $17, in March, 18441. Well—the 
aml these three persons, Mr. Massey, Mr. Lippin-| protest by Messrs. Huttinguer & Co. reduced the 
cott, and Mr. Eyre, and their friends are believed | stock $46 a share—that was a luss of 5,000,000 
to have nearly all their fortunes dependent on the | dollars;—the publication of the Ist ol January, 1841, 
success of that work, while they have no interest in| brought it seventeen dollars a share lower—that 
the bank—Mr. Massey owning only two shares, | was a loss ol about $6,000,000;—the suspension in 
Mr. Eyre three, and Mr. Lippincott five. It was | February still further reduced it $30 a share—that 
at one period thonght a profitable speculation, but} was a loss of about $10,000,000. Nene of these 
every day It is encroached on by later improve- | trifles seemed worthy of these auxious inquirers af- 
ments, and more especially by a rail road going di- | ter truth—but having at last obtained permission to 
rectly to the very mouth of the mines, so that its | examine the private accounts they repaid it by con- 
stock which was sold at #170 or $180 a share, is | fining their attention to those only whom they hoped 
naw on its decline, and has already reached $65 or to injure, and abstained from all serions notice of 
$60. These parties are extremely sensitive on thej what concerned those in power at present, Accord- 
subject of every new improvement which may in- | ingly during these three months inqnisition, they 
tertere wilh them, and they are more particularly | could find nothing more interesting than to seek, 
bitter against this Reading rail road, which, when | microscope in hand, the accounts ol certain officers 
completed, will probably supersede the river navi- | and parade them before a crowd of irritated stock- 
gation. Now the Bank of the United States has | holders to excite their indignation—acconnts, more- 
been obliged to take for debts a large number ol'| over, finally settled and therelore incapable of yield- 
shares in the Reading rail road, and with a view to | ing any thing but reproaches, and on which accord- 
protect its own interests has given facilities to ing to their own showing, itis impossible that a loss 
finish the road so as to make it productive; soine of 


the officers and directors were also holders of shares 
in the road, and what was still more criminal, Mr. 
Jaudon, while in England, negotiated some loan or 

ot some iron for the company. Now the owners 
ol the navigation company saw clearly that if these 

ersons shonld be rendered odions, if the Bank ot 
the United States could be broken down, it would 
earry down this Reading rail road, and thus inerease 
the profits of the company. This is really the toun- 
dation of the whole ot this attack upon the bank.— 
It is the vengeance of the Schuylkill Navigation 
company against the Bank of the United States for 
lending money to the Reading rail road. 

Of that intrigue the stockholders of the bank have 
been already the dupes, and I am very much afraid 
will be the victims. 

‘To carry it on, availing themselves of the confu- 


sion of the annual meeting in January, Mr. Lippin- | 


cott, proposed a committee, of which he was of 
course inade chairman, Mr. Massey another member, 
and four others completed the committee, which had 
power to fill their own vacancies. ‘Tliree ont of the 


six members declined serving, the remaining three | 


filled their places, and as of these remaining three 
Mr. Lippincott and Mr. Massey were the majority, 
the committee is in fact a committee of the Schuy Il. 
kill Navigation company. All this our gabant friend 
capt. Stockton began to explain to the meeting, bnt 


he was sitenced, as yno saw, hy the inpatieuce of 


the crowd. Very soon after they began their labors, 
which were originally confined to an examination 
of the assets o£ the bank, came the last. suspension 
ol speeie payments—and then tor the first time they 
received [roi the board ol directors a resulutian de- 


elaring “that the board is ready to afford them every | 


facility inthe prosecution of any investigation which 
the committee may be willing to make of the affuirs 
nud transactions of this bank and the causes of its 
uctual sitaation, and that it is the wish of tliis board 
that the eomunittee should make such investigation.” 
Up to the date of the suspension, and white the 
board believed that they conld go on continuing 
specie payments, they determined to keep this couie 


' ot any magnitude ean be sustained. 
Accordingly, when they have finished these gos- 
sipings, they seem to have done their work, and all 
that they have to say of the general administration 
of the bank is that during the existence of the late 
Bank of the United States on the 6th March, 1835, 
‘| the eoininittee of exchange was anthorised fo make 
stoek loans at five per cent. and they object: 

That such a power ought not to be delegated; 

That the committee made too large loans to indi- 
viduals and firms; 

‘That they onght not to discount but only buy 
bills of exchange; 

That they kept no minutes but gave verbal or- 
ders to the officers of the bank; and that 

Their transactions “were never submitted to the 
board at its regular meetings nor is it any where 
| mentioned on the minutes as have been reported to 
that body for their information or approbation,” 

Now, what I mean to prove is this— 

Ist. That these exchange committees have been 
in use since the foundation of the bank—very be- 
| nelicially to the bank. 


2d. ‘That the board have from time to time grant- 
ed to other exchange committees tlie same powers 
here delegated in 1835. 

34. That the board have instrucled them nol to 
confine themselves to exchange—but to make discounts, 
| and expressly exempted them from the necessity of 
porting their proceedings ta the board. 

Ah. And finally, L mean to prove that ol all the 
directors of the bank, from its commencement to 
this hour—the man who has been the inost decided 
in his support to the doings of the committee of ex- 
ehange—the man who again and again declared 
that the committee of exchange shonld not confine 
itself lo mere bills, but should make discounts, and 
should not report its proceedings to the board—that 
person is the very identical Mr. Joshna Lippincott, 
who now, as chairman of the investigating commit- 
tee, denounces these cominittees and hoards for not 
doing thts very thing, which he himself insisted 
they should not do. {shall at the same time nrove 


re- 


fairs and transactions ot the bank, and the causes of" 
its actual sitnation?'—and yet they find no canse, 
no transaction, no reason ior the actual sitna- 
tion of the bank that is not at least two years old. 


who was most zealous in the same cause, is Mr. 
Manuel Eyre, the real member of this committee, 
through his partner, Mr. Massey. ’ 

Ist. With regard to the exchange committee; in 
the year 1834, a committee of the senate of the U. 
States was appointed toinvestigate the Bank of the 
U. States, and of that committee Mr, Tyler was 
the chairman. The recent elevation of this gentle- 
man tothe chief magistiacy could aot induce me lo 
say it, but shall not prevent me from saying if, that 
no man ever went into that bank with a more sine 
cere disposition to seek the truth, and to expose 
what he should find wrong; but his inquiry, though 
thorough and severe, was conducted in a tone so 
decided and at the same tine so gentlemanly, that 
it was a pleasure to give him every information he 
songht. One of the objects of his inquiry was the 
history and formation ot the exchange commitlee. 
He traced it from its beginning in 1817 to its more 
regular form in 1821, and he concludes with this: 
“The committee on exchange was created at the 
same time with the committee on the offices and 
other committees, has continued ever since, and ex- 
ists as your committee believes not only in strict 
conlormity with the eharter but with advantages to 
the bank and convenience to the public.” 

24. As to the power heretolore conferred on such 
comraittees,—On the 9th of July, 1830, on motion 
of Mr. Alexander Henry, 

Resolved, That the committee of exchange be 
authorised to loan on the collateral security of ap- 
proved public stocks large sums of money at a rate 
ol discount not lower than five per cent. 

On the 17th of Septeinber, 1830, this power was 
extended by a resolution offered by Mr. J. C. Fish- 
er, as follows: 

Resolved, That a resolution adopted by the board 
on the 9th day ol July last, authorising the com- 
mittee of exchange to loan on the pledge of publie 
stock, be so modified as to permit such loans to be 
made on the saine, or other approved securities, ata 
rate of interest not less than 43 per cent. per an- 
num. 

Now let us see what wasdone by this commitlee 
of exchange, of which Mr. Eyre himself was chair- 
man. Under this resolution of 1830, a loan was 
made which happened to attract the attention of 
the committee of congress, in. 1832, on which occa- 
sion Manuel Evre, inade, under his own hand, the 
following startling statement: 

“The board of directors passed resolutions autho- 
rising the exchange committee to make investments 
at any rate of interest not less than four and a half 
percent. As chairman of that committee 1 called 
upon Messrs. T. Biddle & Co. several times and 
particularly requested them to inake all their great 
operations with us, and urged them fo take two or 
three millions of dollars or more at five per cent. ond 
for as long a lune as they wished. ‘They were not 
willing to take the loan for as long atime as the 
committee wished, but reserved the right of paying 
oll as might suit their convenience. The commit- 
tee, npon undoubted security, loaned them upwards 
of 1,000,000 dollars at 5 per cent.—which loan is 
now reduced as your committee has observed, to 
600,000 dollars, and will pay an interest of six per 
cent, If was thought a very advantageous arrange- 
ment lo obtain such a large investment at 5 per cent, 
ou such undoubted security, when the committee were 
authorised to loan al four and a half per cent. 1 have 
always regarded the operation as one in which the 
bank was the favored party, and 1 think it may be 
salely and truly said that the account of Messrs. T. 
Biddle & Co. has been one of the most advantage- 


ous acenunts in the bank. 
MANUEL EYRE, 

April 5, 1832.” 

Here is a chairman of a committee of exchanges, 
who urges a single house to take two or three mil- 
lions of dollars or more for as long a time as they 
wished, and by an odd coineidence, this very house 
on whom Mr. Eyre urged a loan of {wo or three mil- 
tions of dollars or more, at. five per cent and for os 
long a Lime as they wished, is the very house the 
amount of whose loan is the subject of complaint 
by the committee of investigation. 

3. The next complaint is that the committce 
made discounts as well as purchase ot bills. Now 
this was done in consequence of instructions in fact 
given by Mr. Lippincott ond Mr. Eyre themselves, of 
which the proof is as follows: 

On the 12th of April, 1833, the following pream- 
ble and resolution were ollered: 

“Whereas it 15 proper that the ordinary business 
of the board should not be transacted by a smaller 
number of directors than that required by the char- 
ter, and the business. of discounts can be conveni- 
ently transacted as heretolore it has heen at the 
meeting of the hoard, ‘Therefore, 

Resolved, That the duties of the commitiee on ex- 


; that next to Mr, Joshua Lippincott, the individual | change shall not extend. fo the business of discounts," 
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On this resolution you will of course suppose thaty it necessary, at. a lower rate than six, but not less 


these great champions of loans exclusively by the 
board would have heartily embraced this proposal. 

Well—This resolution was made the order of the 
day lor the 19th of April, on which day it was called 
up, when, strange to say, 

Mr. Eyre moved that said resolution be postpon- 
ed to the day fixed for the consideration of the rules 
ot the bank, and said motion, equivalent to a rejec- 
tion, was agreed to by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Yeas—Messrs. Eyre, Lippincott, White, Henry, 
Sergeant, Fisher, Newkirk, Lewis, Holmes, McKim, 
Biddle—13. 

Nays—Messrs. Macalester, 


Gilpin, Sullivan, 
M'Eldery, Wager—5. 


On the 2nd of May, 1833, the board proceeded to | 7. 


the order ol the day, the consideration ot the new 
rules and regulations for conducting the business 
of the baul [being the same which were adopted 
and are now in force in April, 1841]. 

On that occasion, the lollowing amendment was 
offered: 

“The committee of exchange shall act asa daily 
committee at tbe bank, and afford their aid and ad- 
vice in all cases relative to the inter-st and affairs | 
of the institution, but their duties shalt not extend to 
the business of discounts. They shail lay before the | 
bourd at every stated meeting, a statement of their 
proceedings which shalt be read before the discounts 
of the day are setiled.” 

This amendment was rejected, by yeas and nays, | 
as follows: | 

Yeas— Messrs. Sullivan, Wager and Gilpin—3. 

Nays—Messrs. Lippincott, Eyre, Bevan, White, 
Fisher, Chauncey, Newkirk, Macalester, Lewis, 
Holmes, Potter, Biddle—13. 

At the same sitting, this amendment to the rules 
was proposed: 

«A statement of the proceedings of the committee on | 
exchange since the last stated meeting shall be reported 
in wring and read," which was rejected by yeas 
and nays by the sawe inflexible haters of loans by 
the committee on exchange. The votes were— 

Yeas— Messrs. Gilpin, Wager, Sullivan, Willing, 
White, Macalester, Potter—7. 

Nays—Messrs. Lippincott, Eyre, Bevan, Fisher, 
Chauncey, Newkirk, Lewis, Holmes, Biddl-—9. 

The decision by this vote was in fact an instruc- 
tion to the committee that they onght to include 
discounts in their business, and that they need not 
report their doings to the board. 

Mr. Lippincott and Mr. Eyre, as members of the 
committee on investigation, think it wrong for the 
exchange committee to discount—still more wrong 
fora cashier alone to discount—and they would 
doubtless have added, il they had thought such an 
enormity conceivable, that the extremity of wrong 
would be for a director to obtain discounts [roin the 
cashier without the knowledge of the board—yet I 
ain assured by the late cashier that both Mr. Lip- 
pincottand Mr. Eyre, while sitting as directors, tre- 
quently asked and obtained from him large loans 
which they did not submit either to the boaid or to 
the committee. These acts of kindness ought to 
have prevented any very violent indignation on 
their part against loans by the cashier. 

Bat say the committee, the exchange committee 
keep no minutes—ioake no entries—but having de- 
cided any thing, give verbal orders to the officers to 
carry it into execution, Well, in what other way 
do committees aet? Mr. Lippincott has heen, I be- 
lieve a director for more than tweuty years, has 
been a member of many of the committees, and 
chairman I believe ot them. Did he ever keep 
minutes? Did he ever propose sucha thing—think 
of such a thing? Does any exchange committee of 
auy bank in Philadelphia keep minutes? And vow 
at the end of these twenty years he comes to re- 
proach his ancient colleagues with not doing what 
he did not do himself. 

And now we come to the final and most impor- 
tant part of this repnrt. 

In a year or two alter the veto of the bill rechar- 
tering the bank in 1832, it prepared by degrees to 
retreat back to Pennsylvania by the gradual sale of 
the branches, and by the concentration of the as- 
sets in stocks which might at any tiine be available 
in any aspect of its affairs, either to wind up or to 
expand under a new charter. 

Accordingly on the 6th of March, 18 
the following entry on the minutes: 

The president submitted to the board a general 
view ol the situation of the bank; its means and 
liabilities; its circulation and deposites; and the pro- 
bable future detoands upon it; showing its ample 
resources and power of expansion— 


ox 4 


35, there is 


Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Coxe, seconded 
by Mr. Heury— 

“Resolved, That the committee of exchange be 
authorised to make loans on the security of the 
stock of this bank or other approved security—and 


than five per cent per annum." 


Let us see then who are the persons composing 


these exchange committees to execute this resolu 
tion. They were according to the appendix to this 
report: 

In 1836—Mareh 4. Messrs. Platt, White, New- 
kirk. Oct. 7. White, Lewis, Price. 

In 1837—Jan. 6. Messrs. Lewis, Price, Platl. 
July Ut. Cope, Humphreys, Vanderkemp. 
In 1838—Jan.5. Platt, Cabot, Waln. 

Waln, Lewis, Vanderkemp. 

ln 1839—Jan. 11. Vanderkemp, Price, Cabot. 
July 5. Cabot, Cope, Waln. g 
In 1840—Jan. 7. Price, Lewis, Newkirk. July 

Price, Cabot, Handy. Oct. 13. Waln, Handy, 
Cabot. 

This then was the settled course of policy of the 
bank until its futare fate could be ascertained. No 
one can deny that this was the true course for the 
bank. Now this, according to the committee, is 
the source of all the diasters of the institution—and 
they assign as reasons the size of the loans made, 
and the want of minntes by the committee, whieh 
I have already answered, aud finally it is declared 
that the business done by the committee **was ne- 
ver submitted to the exainination of the board, at 
its regular meetings, nor is it any where entered on 
the minutes, as having been reported to that body, 
for their information or approbation.” 

«The established course of business," say they, 
“seems to have been lor the first teller to pay on 
presentation to the counter, all checks, notes, or 
due bills, having endorsed the order or the initials of 
one ol the cashiers—and to place these as vouchers 
in his drawers forso much cash— here they re- 


Oct. 9. 


mained until just before the regular periodical | 


counting of the cash oy the standing committee on 
the state of the bank. ‘These vouchers were then 
taken out and entered as ‘bills receivable,’ in a 
small memoranduin book under the charge of one 
of the clerks.” And then we are led to imagine 
that these irregular loans having once got into this 
gvlph of bills receivable lay hidden from every hu- 
man eye. 

This was undoubtedly what this committee would 
have persuaded the stockholders—this was what 
they meant to insinuate without asserting it. Bat 
by one of those lucky accidents which sometimes 
defeat the worst desizns,this very committee have in- 
advertently and unconsciously put forth a statement, 
which not only flatly contradicts the whole of their 
report, but convicts their chairman, Mr. Lippincott, 
of the grossest negligence or connivance. As long 
as the committee wished to prove that the officers 
of the bank and the exchange committee were 
guilty, it suited their purposes to represent these 
persons as concealing their proceedings, But hav- 
ing accomplished this, there were still some direc- 
tors—some stockholders probably of the Reading 
rail road—who were to be punished, and they 
therefore, turn short round, and dectare that these 
very proceedings were constantly before the direc- 
tors, who, they insinuate, are guilty of neglect in 
not examining and stopping them. Thanks to this 
blind rage for more vengeance, they thus reveal 
what completely answers all that lhey have previ- 
ously written, and never, ceitainly, was seen at the 
quarter sessions, any witness caughl more com- 
pletely in his own trap. All this is seen in the fol- 
lowing extract from the report: 

“By the thirteenth standing rule of the bank, it 
is provided that the committee on the state of the 
bank, composed of five members, and elected by 
ballot every three months, shonld ‘tat least once 
during their time of service examine and count the 
discounted notes; and compare the amount thereof 
with the balance of the amount of bills discounted 
in the general ledger; they shall also count the 
cash, and the printed and the unprinted paper in 
possession of the cashier—examine the evidences 
of the public debt and property of the corporations, 
make an inventory of the same, to be compared 
with the books in order to ascertain the agreement 
and report to the board." The custom appears to 
have been for this committee to confine their ex- 
amination exclusively to the cash, bills discounted 
on personal and other security, the issues, and the 
printed and unprinted bank paper on hand. The 
account, however, of the general state of the batik, 
submitted to the directors at every stated meeting, 
contained the items of “bills receivable on the bank 
stock and other security," which inelnded as well 
the bills receivable for sale of branches as the loans 
made in the manner herctofore odrerted to, and “tos 
reign bills of exchange,” under which head was con- 
linued the advances on shipments of merchandise. 
Thus, on June 28th, 1838, on which day an exaini- 
nation was reported hy the committee on the state 
of the bank, there stood to the debit of “bills receiv- 
able” the sum of $13,106,074 55 cents; and of ‘“fo- 


reign bills of exchange” the sum of 7,216,109 dol- 
lars, 34 cents. 

This is truly astounding. Here it appears by the 
declaration of this committee itsell, that at every 
stated meeting of the directors fo. many years, all 
these loans now deetned so secret—all these ad- 
vances on cotton—every species of investment 
which is the subject of reproach was subinitted to 
the directors. Every day did these directors see 
on the table belore them this stateinentol loans and 
advances, and any director who wished for tlie par- 
ticnlars had only to ask for it and the whole details 
would have been itntaediately brought into the di- 
rectors room. Not merely might every director 
examine it—but there was a committee whose spe- 
cial duty it was to examine it, according to the byc 
laws, every three months. 

Now who were these committees on the state of 

the bank, whose business it was to control the ex- 
| change committees? They were: 

| In 1336—Mareh 4. Lippincott, Neff, Brown, 
| Trotter, Beylaid. October 7. Neti, Troth, Beylard, 
Newkirk, Cope. 

In 1837—January 6. Newkirk, Lippincott, Boh- 
‘len, Vanderkemp, Hickman. April t4. Newkirk, 
Lippinestt, Bohlen, Lewis, Hickinan. 

Iu (838—January 5. Lippincott, Lewis, Bohlen, 
Brown, Connell. October 9. Cope, Nett, Cabot, 
Alsop, Hickman. 

in t889—January 11. Waln, Hickman, Alsop, 
White, Newkirk. July 5. Alsop, Hickman, White, 
Newkirk, Ingersoll. December 17. White, New- 
| kirk, Cabot, Cope, Price. 

In 1840—January 7. Waln, Neff, Connell, Han- 
dy, Cabot. July 7. Waln, Taylor, Alsop, Neif, 
Brown. October 13. Neff, Lewis, Martin, Byre, 
Brown. 1 

Bnt more especially let us follow Mr. Lippincott. 

We have just seen by the above extract trom the 
report of the committee that on tlie 25th of June, 
1833, on. which day an examination was reported 
by the committee on the state of the bauk, there 
stood to the debit of ‘bills receivable,” the sum of 
$13,106,074 55, and of foreign bills of exchange,” 
the sum of $7,216,109 34. 

Here then was every item of all these loans and 
cotton purehases before a cominittee whose bounden 
duty it was to examine them. Who was this com- 
mittee? What directors were they, so lost to their 
duty as not to have examined these doings and ex- 
pose them? Who, above all, was the chairman of 
that committee, the natnral leader of that great re- 
form? Alas, for human inlirmity. In the appen- 
dix of the committee's report is a list of all the 
committees tor several years, from which itap- 
pears that on the very 23th of June this vigilant 
committee on the state of the bank, stands record- 
ed, and at their head is 

JOSHUA LIPPINCOTT, chairman. 
Lawrence LEWIS, 

Jonn BOHLEN, 

Jonn A. Brown, 

Jonn CONNELL. 

And naw when this Mr. Lippincott goes before 
the stockholders to complain ot abuses, let hiin be 
asked by some iudependent man what he did on 
that occasion. Say to him did you examine these 
statements? If you say no—then yon betrayed 
your duty—then you were faithless to us. Il yes— 
then why did younot stop these proceedings which 
now, nearly three years alterwards, you come to 
us to denounce. You are unjust to us in either 
way, and we fear that all this pretended zeal in our 
service is but a mask to conceal your own selfish 
purposes. Let any stockholder say that to him, 
and see what he will answer. 

On the whole, my belief is, that this movement 
is a conspiracy got up by the managers of the 
Schuylkill Navigation company, aided by a few 
weak persors who did not see that they were the 
dupes of their selfish associates—that to carry 
their objects, they have by inisrepresentations irri- 
tated the stockholders into a measure which can- 
not lail greatly to injure their interests, and that 
the Bank of the United States has been sacrificed 
to the jealousy and the despair of the Schuylkill 
Navigation company. 

And now I have occupied you long enough with 
these miserable intrigues, and will release you with 
tlie assurance of the sincere respect of, vour's, 

N. BIDDLE. 


DEBATE ON THE PROSPECTIVE PRE- 
EMPTION BILL 
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 127.] 
In senate. Thursday, January 21, 1841. 

Mr. WzicHT said it would be unnecessary for 
him to say that he had. not power to answer the re- 
marks of the honorable senator from Kentucky who 
had just taken bis seat, (Mr. CRITTENDEN ) He. 
(Mr. WRIGHT), had been too long there, and was 
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tao sell kse va in that hodv 

W fer c Sr Scull i 
auge pla umbe at - eot ose 
lar as he understood them, a d of argument so far 
as he was able to bring arguinent to bear on those | 
facts. He conlessed he was nuexpectedly called | 
upon fo address the senate in immediate reply to the | 
senator from Kentucky. The senator on his tight, 
(Mr. BucHanan), to whom the appeal had been 
more particularly directed, had yielded the floor to 
him for a particnlar purpose, he net being prepared, 
as he, (Mr. W.)* was nof, williout ex enination 
into the facts, to answer the remark which had 
been made on the subject of certain ites of public 
expenditure. ; | 

He shoutd discuss but one single topic, first brief- 
ly noticing, and very imperlectly, some of the re- | 
marks of the honorable senator from Kentucky. 
But first it was due to himself that he, (Mr. 
Wiucnr), should offer his humble apology for an | 
interruption of the honorable senator, not that it | 
was noticed by the senate, but because H wes dis- 
cousteous on his part. Still it was a compliment te | 
the gentleman’s powers as a debater, lor it was an 
interruption whieh nothing could bave drawn frou | 
him bat Ihe rapidity and force with which he was) 
ushing to conclusions caleulated to earry his hearers 
along ‘with him, and to lead the senate, as Mr. | 
WniGHT thought, to erroneous irppressions upon 
the points he was discussing. Hence the interrup- 
tion, lor whieh hie sincerely asked his pardon. | 

(Mr. CRITTENDEN courteously remarked, in al 
under tone, that apology was wholly unnecessary] 

Mr. Wricut continued. The honorable senator | 
then told the friends of the present adininistration, | 
they had attempted to sneer at the now dominant | 
party. Now. 1l he had said or done any thing which | 
should seem to have given the honorable senator 
jast cause for such an iroputation, he bad said end 
done what le had not intended to say or do. He} 
(Mr. WniGHT), now stood in a minority in the | 
country, and he had been called upon on varions | 
occasions, since the meeting of the senate, to say | 
that he desired to demean himself with all Lecoin- | 
ing modesty and bumihty in that unfortunate condi- 
tion; but yet he might say to the honorable senator, 
while that honorable gentleman was presenting to 
them 1,200,000 votes ou his side as toolarge a body 
to be sneered at, that 1,100,000 [reeimen, as à mi- 
horily, might look and sinile, though they should 
not sneer, He a/mitted that the administration. 
Which was to come in on the 4th of March text, 
came in by a vastly larger vote than any which had | 
preceded it; and he would tell those gei tlemen— | 
and be did it with feelings of kindness—that they 
caine in, inthe face of a ieinority, in numbers and 
proportion much more powerfnl than any previons 
administration ever yet met. Let, then, on allj 
hands, the admonition of the honorable senator be | 
looked to; for, while it does not belong to tlie mino- | 
nority to sneer, the majority have not advantage | 
enough to swagger. ‘Phe great sea of. public opi- 
nion canuot hear deep agitation, without same dan- 
ger of a change of power, when the dit-ience be- 
tween the contending parties is so sinall, and a! 
change of ten per cent. may easily be wrought | 
agaist hun who dares excite this iminense 10ass of 
mind, even upon the surface. Let all, then, look 
well and carefully to their measnres and to their 
policy. He took the reproof, or desired to do so, 
with which the honorable senator. bad favored him- 
self and party; and he wonld be very glad to profit 
by it, At the same time he wished to impress the 
honorable senator and his friends with the papable 
truth that a strong pariy most do right or be over 
thrown. He appeals to the publie judgment of the 
freemen of the country. Mr. WziGHT cheerfully | 
acknowledged the pro, riety of the tribunal, and its | 
Perlect Jurisdiction, while he believed. the repie- 
sentatives of majorities might be sometimes wrong, 
and that constituent majorities were easily changed 
by over-confidenee on the parto! their representa- 
tives, and by consequent measures having more refe- 
rence fo interests and classes than to our entire con- 
stituency. 

Another position of the senator, in the course of 
his interesting argument, was that they, (the pre- 
sent majority), “as a dying party, npon the last 
stage of (heir condemned terin," were endeavoring 
to do—wla To ocenpy the ground af the tuhne 
administration, and forestall is aneasures. Was 
that so? Had the history ol this very short period, in 
which they had had the pleasure of sitting together, 
Warranted such a charge? "They bal, it was tine, | 
introduced the measure under dtscussion--a pie- 


woes 


vinption bill--a prospective pre-emption—and thas, 
it was true, in that jespect, was a gavel feature ira 
setti d poliey ol the retiring administration. Whal 


were the great ineasnres ol poliey, as he b -dlieved— | 
for no man could speak with any certainty on t 


ta attempt to fellas renh} et ——whiceh were lonke to by the whole coon. 


of doe entre s an ace Slane 
E i Peto. Bum ce ot the me- 
ai adinie trahon was, lie supposed, the most pio 
winent. Were they, (the present administration), 
responsible for presenting that? He knew the other 
honorable senator from Kentucky would discharge 
thei from such an accusation, for he would feel 


BENE 


honored in acknowledging that he had himself} q 


called upon thein, (the present majority), to undo 
what, with intentions as pure to their conntry as 
those which govern the gentlemen oppesite, they 
had done. He, (Mr. WRIGHT), complained not; 
yet surely they aught net to be charged v ith. at- 
tempting to forestall the measures of the coming in- 
administration. Thus far, the resolution to repeal 
the law establishing an independent treasury for the 
country was thurst upon them almost as soon as 
they were in their seats, and from one of the great 
leaders of the opposition to that strietly constita- 
tional and truly republiean measure. 

Next, as to this proposed distribution to the states 
ol the proeeeds of the public lands, Was not that 
looked upon every where as one of those measures 
which would be favorite and prominent with the 
coming in-administration, and as a measure against 
which the existing administration was known to 
lave sustained an immovable opposition? Where 
(hey then to be charged—and he would observe, if 
he should appear to speak warmly, thathe spoke 
with no ankindness—were they to be charged with 
bringing this measure before the senate, and, by 
acting upon it, with forestalling the measures and 
policy of the new adininistration? Certainly not. 
The honorable senator trom Kentucky, (Mr. CRIT- 
TENDEN), would concede that it was throngh his 
agency, and not through the ageuey of any triend of 
the present administration, that this question has 
heen forced on this body, and calls for its action and 
its judgment. 

Tahing the facts, then, as they stood, were the 
fiiends of the administration chargeable with fore- 
stalling the policy of the triumphant administration 
which was now so near? It had seemed to hiin that 
they were not. There were many other remarks of 


| the honorable senator which he might notice, but he 


would return fo the question beloie the senate, for 
the purpose of discussing briefly the single point 
which had called him to the floor. 

The proposition befure the senate was to recom- 
mit the bill to the comnuttee on public lands, whieh 
had reported it, with instractions 1o report a bill to 
provide for the distribution of the proceeds of those 
lands to the states, as a part of the instructions pro- 
posed. The point be wished now to discuss related 
to this part of the instructions; and although, at the 
commencement of the debate, he had proposed to 
himself to discuss this whole subject of distribu- 
tion, his present intention was to examine one single 
ground upon which the policy ol distribution was 
urged, 

He had been persuaded to take this course at this 
time, beeanse he had seen the short period which 
remained Jor the transaction of business during the 
present session of congress, the press of business to 
be done, and the great anxiety of the peenliar friends 
of the pre-emption bill lor its passage. 

This should eontrol. his present action: but if the 
debate should take a ditlerent direction, or if he 
should retain a seat in the senate, and a future oc- 
casion shouid arise, in consequence of a future pro 
seention of this policy, he might then elaim the 
privilege of giving his sentiments at large upon the 
proposed measure in all its aspects. 

At tlie persent tine he would consider but one of 
the arguments by which it was supported. in the 
country, aud in the minds of a portion of the con- 
stitneney ol the present congress. He referred to 
is conbexion with what is tamilimly knnwn as the 
tariff, or the protective policy of the country. E 
must be known to many members ol the two houses 
of congress that, with a large portion. of the people 
of the New England states, and he believed the same 
thing Was true as to portions of his own and other 
states, this policy of the distribution of the proceeds 
of the lands was popular, not so much from any love 
to the appropriation and application of these pro- 
ceeds as rom a wish to have that amount, whatever 
il might be, subtracted from the treasury, that there 
might be an occasion to Inerease the duties on im- 
ports to an equal amount, This idea, if indeed it 
did prevail inthe tariif states, must, it wenld he 
sern af once, rest upon the supposition that the 
more duties there were imposed. upon imports the 
mere protection must be ailorded to dowestie ma- 
nnlactures ar products coming in competition with 
the Ginports this burdened with doty. ba this a 
sound dnlerener? be was aware the inquiry was 
addiessed to those senators who represented states 
favoring the protective poliev. Ie was not sure 
the position Was sound or practical, but it se: ined to 


him to be beth, He was also sensible that it might, 
at the first unpression, strike. the minds ol the se- 
natis fiom the anti- tariff states as being an argu- 
ment, if it had any force, in favor of the policy of 
the distribution. He entreated all to hstea to the 
suggestions, and to take tine fo weizh them well, 
befure they should be made the foundation of of- 
ficial action upon either side of this important 
uestion. 

When, then, does a daty commence to be protec- 
tive? 1s it so either to our manufacturer or our pro- 
dueer while the foreigner has the entire and ex- 
clusive possession of our market for the sale of his 
manufactured article or foreign production? Alt 
would say no. The duty, under such a state of 
things, might fill the publie treasury, but it contd 
not, in any possible sense, protect any domestic 
interest. The operation of the tariff of duties must 
commerce to be exclusive and prohibitory before it 
can begin to be protective. lt must, to some ex- 
tent, shut the foreigner from our market, and open 
it to the domestic manufacturer and producer, betore 
its protective features can be at all valuable; and 
when this process once commenees, the further it ts 
carried in its exclusive and prohibitery action, the 
imore projective is the tariff under whieh it takes 
place. 

But what may be Ihe effec! upon the revenue of 
this protective action? In the precise proportion in 
which if is exclusive and prohibitory, it must di- 
minish the revenue upon imports. 1n other words, 
as lar as any taritf shall be protective in its action 
and eflect, just so tar it must be a tariff not the most 
perfectly fitted for the purposes of revenue. That 
tariff which is best adapted to the purposes of re- 
venne, by itself considered, must be that which 
promotes the greatest ainount of importations and 
the greatest amount of revenue combined. That 
tariff which is best adapted to the reasonable pur- 
poses of protection is the one which shall place 
American and foreign interest of the same eharacter 
upon a par in our own maikets, and this is the least 
which the tariff interest can desire. 

Try, ther, the policy of this ineasure with these 
interests. It is now proposed to separate trom the 
treasury, lo give away the revenne from the lands, 
our principal source of interual revenne, and that 
for the purpose of atiording an opportunity to impose 
higher duties where protection is desired. This is 
acling upon the principle, not sitnply that the higher 
the duty the greater will be the protection, but also 
that the higher the rate of duty the greater will be 
the amount of revenue received. 

A single reflection will convince any one that this 
will be true only while the foreiguer has the ex- 
elusive possession ol the market, aud, by necessary 
consequence, the doty is not protective at all. It 
the high rate begins to exclude the foreigner and let 
our own produce or inanufaetures compete with 
him in the maket, the question of revenne imme- 
diately becomes incidental, and its amount will de- 
pend, regardless of the rate of duty, upon the ad- 
vantage which the state of trade and of the market 
gives to tlie. foreign or the domestic parties, at any 
given period, Ifthe protective influence shall pre- 
dominate, the foreigner will be diven from the 
market, and the revenue will fail. How, then, is it 
fo he supplied? Most clearly, H iinpost be the only 
resort, by a reduction of the rate of duty, until the 
toreigner can again come into the domestic market, 
upon gionnds of advantageous coinpetition. In other 
words, by taking Irom the tairiif ils proteetive and 
giving it a revenue preponderance, Can there be a 
doubt that this must be the principle of action in all 
such legislation? 

How, tlen, is the principle of protection to be 
preserved consistently with its action? By giving 
away or destroying all our sources of internal reve- 
nue, and making onr treasury whally dependent 
npon inposte? Orhy fostenugand preserving every 
source ol internal revenue, so lar as the state ol the 
treasury will permit, that when our tanit (or revenue 
shall, by the course of trade, or exchange, or nation- 
al policy, heconie. protective, we may preserve it 
so, and not be compelled to rednce our rates of duty, 
to invite the foreigner into our makets to undersell 
our own citizens, that our treasury may be sustained 
irom the duty to be imposed upon the importations? 

The proposition. now under consideration is fo 
give away to the states, to take from the national 
treasury, ovr richest source of internal revenue, the 
proceeds of the sales of the publie lands, an amount 
of from three and a hall to four nall.ous of dollars 
annually, ant to throw that treasury exclusively 
npon a revenge from. enstoms for dependence anil 
support, THis, tao, is proposed to be done at a time 
when (he whole revenue from fanda and customs is 
not equal to the payment of the ordinary expenses 
of the government. And why isthis strange policy 
to be adoptec? Why is this most stable source of 
revenue to be cut oif, and given away in gratuities, 
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when we are berrowing money to pay the expenses 
of the nation? 

Among other grounds assigned lor the strange po- 
licy, one is that he had inentioned—to tavor the 
protective policy, by making the occasion for in- 
creased duties upon imports. Could it be uecessary 
for him to say more to show that this ground was 
not sustainabie?—that this policy would be suicidal 
to the interests it was advocated to protect? It 
seemed to him not. The proposition was too plain 
to admit of amphfication. Duwies, to be protective, 
must be, toa greater or less extent, exclusive and 
piohibitory—umust have a tendeucy rather to dimi- 
nish than to increase revenue, by giving a fair por- 
tion of the market to domestic products and manu- 
faciures, to the exclusion of foreign; and, when there 
is a deficiency of revenue trom 1inposts under such 
a system, it must be supplied trom internal sources, 
or the protection must be surrendered, the duties re- 
duced, greater advantages given to the foreigner in 
our market, and the iinpoitations be thus increased 
Under our system, the internal sources of revenue 
are the procerds of the lauds, excise and direct tax- 
ation. Give away the former, aud who expects a 
congress will ever be found to resort to either of the 
latter to raise revenue, when it can be raised by 
duties on imports? 


ings of the people, or the action of legislative bodies 
elected by tle people, would indulge such a hope. 

Our sources of internal revenue, then, which do 
not spring from taxation, must be preserved and fos- 
tered, or a protective policy cannot be independent: 
ly pursued. 

Take the articles of wonl and woollens, the great 
northern and eastern interests. So regulate the ta- 
rif that American wool holds the market against 
the foreign article, and that Ainerican cloths can 
enter into the consumption of the country in fair 


competition with the foreign, and then experience, | 
as at this time, a ceficiency of revenue, that arising | 


from an immense pulilic domain having been taken 
irom the treasury, and given tothe states. What 
are you to do. Will higher du'ies produce more 
revenue? Not in the case supposed; lor when the 
competition ts even, or balaucing in favor of the do- 
mestie interests, moere duties will be prohibition; 
and while protection may be rendered pertect by 
such legisiation, all revenue will be lost. You uiuat 
reduce the duty, then, and thus invite importations 


to raise your revenue, and, having no other resource, | 


the policy would be compulsory. 

It is aanistuke, then, to assume that this measure 
will necessarily favor the protected interests and the 
protec'ive policy. It inay injure both. It is a mis- 
take to suppose that forcing the treasury. to an ex- 
clusive dependence uponievenue froin imports will 
secure the system of protection, It may destroy it. 
The treasury of the nation inust be supplied; andl il 
such imports as are consistent with the system of 
protection do not. yield the requisite revenue, the 
protection must be yielded to the necessity for reve- 
nue. 

There is ancther consideration growing out of the 
policy of, aking the tleasiny dependent upon a re- 
venue from imports alone, which deserves the seri- 
ous examination of all betore it shall be adopted as 
the policy for our country. Where will rest the 
control, bolh as to our supply of revenue and the 
protection of our domestic interests under such a 
policy? Wall it be iu the bands of congress, or iu 
foreign hands? Congress van invite, but congress 
cannot compel, importations. "Those great interi 
which regulate the trade of the world govern our 
importations; aud. they are, at all tines, subject tu 
the iuflueuces of foreign interests and loreign policy, 
as well as our own. Make the treasury of the na- 
tion exclusively dependent upon these nnportahons, 
and it, fon, must be equally in subjection 10 the same 
influences. The protective fvatures ot our tariff be- 
come, in their operation, injurious to some inpor- 
tant interest of a country wilu Which our trade is 
extensive, and produce a desire ou the past of that 
country to change our rates of duty. Our treasury 
is solely dependent upon revenue from uaports, and, 
by cotsequence, proportionably dependent upan 
iinportations from the country in question. It stops 
its trade with us. Our revenue fails off, aud our 
treasury is made empty, while we are told, reduce 
your rates of duty and the suspended trade shall be 
renewed and extended. Can congress regulate this 
at'einpl to control our policy by a loreign power? — 
By a countervailing pol cy it can; but that will not 
produce revenue, or fiil our treasury; and, if our 
sources of internal revenue be destroyed, or given 
away, it cau only he adepted and sustained by a re- 
sort to direct taxation, What, in sneha case, would 
be likely to be donc? Would our systeai of protec- 
tion be adhered to, or our duties be reduced? If we 
have the land revenue to supply the treasury, the 


Who will believe that excise, | 
or direct taxation, will ever be imposed to save a) 
protective tarii? No man acquainted with the feel- | 


countervailing policy will be hkely to govern us; | 
but if it is to be resorted to at the expense ol direct | 
taxation, protection will be very sure to he yielded, 
and the treasury supplied by a reduction of cur rates 
ol duty. In short, st we place our treasury ina con- 
dition to be exclusively dependent upon custoins, 
our policy must be to invite importatious, to burden 
them as lightly as possible, lest they are turned into 
other channels; to inake the trade ot foreigners with 
us as profitable as possible, that they may consent, | 
through its meaus, to supply our treasury. 

Can considerations such as these fail to convince 
the taritf interests in our country that they are not 
fostered by giving away our sources of internal re- 
venue, and loreing ouiselves into a state of entue | 

dependence upon foreign trade for the supply of our | 
national treasury? It seemed to him not. 

Nor could this view of the operation of this distri- | 
bution, properly considered, iender the measure or 
the policy more acceptable to the anti-tariff mter- 
ests. They desire the least possible amnoui.t of du- 
fies consistent with a healthiol and certain revenue, 
and it is admitted, on all bands, that the distiioution 
| to the states of the land revenue will produce the in- 
stant necessity of an increase of duties to the full 
| extent of the money taken (roin the treasusy for dis- 
tiibution. Whatever, therefore, may be the efiect 
upon the protective policy, the induence of the 
measure upon the free trade principle cannot be 
‘equivocal. 

These suggestions had been hastily and crudely 
given, and yet lie hoped he had sufficiently develop 
| ed his views to enabie the ineinbers of the senate to 

understand Din. It was to them he desired to ad- | 
dress hiaself upon this point. They would reflect 
| upon the ideas he had thiown out, and he knew they 
would allow them all the weight they deserved, 11, 
| indeed, they should be tound to deserve any. 
| He would take up but a very few moments more 
of their time in biietly replying to sorne other obser- 
vations of the senator korn Kentucky. 1| lie un 
derstood that honorable senator—and he begged 
| him to believe that he did not wish to misunderstand | 
‘bioi—he said that the present adininislialion had | 
"spent one hundred and thirty-five millions of dolars 
‘inthe four years of its tenn; and. that upon roads, | 
| harbors, canals, ships, fortifications, &e. there had 
been expended bat nine milhons of dollars. 

He (Mi. Watcur) had not the ineans at hand to | 

| examine this ma'tei, but he believed in the four) 
| years they had been in the babit of passing bills ane | 
nually for fortifications of roin a hall tn a million of | 
| dollars; for the navy of [rom five to six millons, in- | 
| cluding a perinanent appropriation of bali a millon, | 
to be exclusively expended for the increase of the | 
navy, separate from the support, repairs and the | 
lke, as well as sundry large appropriations tor | 
, steam ships; for harbors, large appropiiatious, near. | 
ly apnnally, if not entirely so; though lor reads and 
canals, he was happy to Kuow httle or nothing bad 
| been done, because he considered all such expendi- 
tures by this government wrong in piinciple aud 
iinpolrtc in practice. i 

[Mr. CRITTENDEN said, in juslice to himself, tej 
should explain that he did not include the repairing | 
of ships, and the pay of the officers and the men, but | 
the mere building ol ships.] 

Mr. WRIGHT had understood the senator to speak 
simply of the ships, and not of the pay, but hie sup | 
posed he had intended 1o iuelude rebuilding, repans 
and similar expenitures. \ 

Well, then, the senalor said there were some one | 
bundred and [wenty-six millions of dollars which 
bad been expended within lony years, and how ex- 
pended? Why, expended in pursuance of appropri- | 
ations made by themselves (congress), aud for that 
whole period (hey had had the honorable senators 
watchluluess and guardian care over them, constant- 
ly; and he believed he did that honorable senato: no 
injustice when he said, that it he bad seemed to teef 
wore dissatisfied at one tiine than another with the 
votes of him, (Mr. WRIGHT), it was w he u be voted 
against appropriations, Sull he admitted there 
might lave been abuses practised in expenditures— 
he was not prepared to say there bad not been; bnt 
he said cheerfully —what the honorable senator tion 
Pennsylvania (Mr. BucHANAN) said yesterv'ay—be 
challenged investigation, not in a spirit of tiiuinpli, 
but with a patriotic leeling towards the country aid 
its interests. ll there had been abuse, let exposure , 
and punishment be visited upon the guilty; on hirn, | 
ifhe were the man; on his best friend; on any man, | 
whoever he might be, in this vast nation, who had | 
embezzled the publie money, who had squandered | 
it improperly, or who bad been anfaithtul in a pe- 
cuniary trust. He again said, examine, but examine 
with justice and truth. That was all the favor he 
asked; and he now appealed to that great party, for 
some of the members of which he cherished a feel- 
ing bordering on friendship, to do to their oppo- 


nents justice—to lell the tauli of them-vend to pu- not izistaken as to facts, 


nish them only when they should be found, after 
careful and fair examination, to deserve it The 
papers and recoids were soon 1o Pass into their - 
hands, and the means for investigation would be 
ample. Let not the desire to find tault be para- 
ount to the obligations of truth and justice. 
Another subject has given employment to the ho- 
norable senator's talent for satire in no stinted mea- 
sure, He referred to the senator’s sedentary army 
of militia, which the president is said to have or- 
ganized, to prosecute the Indian war in Florida. 
Previous to the late elections, the honorable se- 
nator and his party told a very different story touch- 
ing the military designs and propensities of the pre- 
silent. Then his purpose was a "*slandi.z army” 
ol 200,000 inen—unilitia, it is true—to be i.-«d, not 
to subdue the murderous Seminole, bnt to prostrate 
the liberties of this free country, to hreak down the 
constitution and the union, and establish a inilitary 


! despotism upon the ruins. 


He (Mr. WzicnT) could not forget this startling 
gionnd of the opposition during the late contest, be- 
cause he had then, as now, constantly found bimself 
contending upon this point betore meetings of the 


| prople, and then, as uow too, as the result had prev- 


ed, contending against antagonists who were more 
than a match lor him. Then the president was a 
leartul despot, a tyrant, and throngh the instrumen- 
tality of the neighbors, our friends, our lathes, 
brothers, sons, the militia of the country, converted 
into a standing army, not of regular soldiers with 
theii permanent officers, but of militia, was to de- 
stoy the liberties of this our beloved land, and to 
rule our sixteen millions of people as a military de- 
spot, supported aud sustained by these 200,000 citi- 
zen soldiers! 

What is the president now? In what frightful 
aspect does the senator present him to the country 
on this day? As imbecile in the extreme: as to ter- 
minate an Indian war of some four or five years? 
duration, winch has baffled the efforts of our whole 
gallant little army for that entire perio, by means 
ol a sedentary army of SIX HUNDRED inen; a corps of 
sedentary militia ot that formidable number. 

Oue thing he (Mr. W.) hoped he might now as- 
sure himself, and that was, that this new army of six 
hundred suling men would act frighten from their 
propriety the great party of which the honorable se- 
nator was so distinguished a member, nor render 
them inconveriept]y uneasy iu regard to the salety 
nt the liberties of the countrys most especially so 
when a few weeks must terminate the command of 
(heir present ehieltain. 

Look at these positions. That man who, on the 
first days of November, was to cleave down the 
liherty of the people by a standing army of militia, 
Aas now, in January, to defend the country by 600 
men, Whose duty it was to sit, not stand, and who 
were limited to an employment within twenty miles 
fiom the place on which they sat. Now, he thought 
there was a litte extravayanee in all this; and he 
could not believe, after all, that there would there- 
by be much added to the expenses of the goven- 
ment, 

[Mr. CnarrTENDEN read the order of general 
Read, to which be had ielerred, but the reporter 
could not obtain a copy Of the authority of the or- 
der, Mr. C. said he knew nothing. Lt had been plac- 
cd in bis hands, and was a publication from a news- 
paper j 

Mr. WnrGHT had only referred to the matter be- 
cause it bad been introduced by the hooorable sena- 
tor. He tbonght it wholly irrelevant to the sub. 
ject betore the senate, aud was not disposed to con- 
sune further time about it. What he bad learned 
liom the remarks of the gentleman, and the extract 
he bad read hom an unknown authority, constitut- 
ed the whole of his information upon the subject, 
He bad never betore heard of even the existence of 
{his wilitia torce—this silting army; and he certain- 
ly did not desire to extend iemarks upon a subject 
about which be knew nothing. 

A word upon another snbjeet. The honorable 
senator cotaplained that there had been a wanton 
expenditure ol money for supplies lor the army in 
Florida and the Creek aad Cherokee conntries; that 
provisions had been purchased for high prices, 
which were not used; and that they had been sold 
at public auction lor low prices. These might be 
facts. The senator read from a printed document 
which he (Mr. WRIGHT) had neverseen, but which 
he presumed was good authority for his positions. 
Did it follow, however, that the present president 
was in fault in the matter? D.d it follow, by ne- 
cessity, that any person was in fanlt? and, if any 
person, would it not be more just to state who was 
the cfficer in command, who bad charge of (he pnr- 
chases spoken of, and under what public agent the 
property had been thus sacrificed? — » 

"There had been a period in our history, if he was 
when provisions puichascd 
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for the use of our armies, at a dearer rate even than 
those referred to by the senator, had heen piled to- 
gether and burned, to further light fora distinguish- 
ed retreating general from a retreating enemy} and 
yet, neither the general, nor the administration un 
der which he served, was condemned either for the 
military achievement, or the loss of the public pro- | 
perty. ` This did not take place, as his memory told 
hii; npon the southwestern, but upon the narthwes- 
tern Irontier, and not during the Florida war, but the 
war with England of 1812—'15. p 

Had the officer in charge of this property in the 
Indian country pursued tlus course; had he, instead 
of his auction sale, burned the supplies, and made 
a precipitate retreat, the administration he served, 
as well as himself, might have been spared these 
sharp censures. He, however, as Mr. WRIGHT 
believed, had accomplished the duty assigned him, 
and was ready to disiniss his force to their homes, 
so far as they were militia, and to other service so 
far as they were regulars; and the supplies not be- 
ing wanted at the station where they were, and 
transportation being the principal ingredient of their 
cost, he took, whether wisely or not, the expedient 
ot a public sale at auction rather than that of a se- 
cond transportation. If the prices paid at the sale 
were low, the loss was the greater, but it was not 
a total loss, nor was the property consumed to fur- 
nish a light, not for a pursued, hut retreating gene- 
ral. He thought, therefore, he was authorised to 
say that if the entire public lossin the one case was 
not cause for censure upon the general, but rather 
tor his greater elevation, the partial loss in the other 
could not be a broad ground for the sweeping con- 
demnation of a whole administration, 

Mr. Wenster. I rise to say a tew words in an- 
swer to the honorable member fram New York, 
(Mr. WRIGET), on the amendment which has been 
inoved by the member from Kentucky, (Mr. CRIT- 
TENDEN), and which: proposes to connect with 
this pre-emption bill a provision for the distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the public lands among the 
States. 

l have been of opinion, for several years, that 
such a distributinn, made on principles of justice 
and equity, doing justice to all. the states, new and 
old, is a proposition which inakes dailv progress in 
public favor, and must at no distant day, receive 
the sanction of congress. I have, indeed, little 
doubt that the measure will pass at the next ses- 
sion, carrying with it a proper provision, by way of 
pre-emption, for actnal settlers, and fulfilling all the | 
just expectations of those of the new states to whom 
Jess of the public land has been given for purposes of 
improvement than to the others. But I shall not dis- 
cuss this subject now. 

The honorable member from New York has iuti- 
mated that the general feeling, in favor of distribu- 
tion, whieh prevails in the northern and eastern 
states, arises from the hope that, when the treasury 
shall be deprived ot the income from the land ol- 
fices, it will. become necessary to replenish it by 
laying heavier duties on importations, and that in 
this roanner greater protection to American manu- 
factures iny be secured. In other words, being not 
in favor of distribution, he invokes against it the 
fears of a high protecting tariff, 

It is not for me to say what reasons may actuate 
others, but such is not iny ground of proceeding. 1f 
there were not a single article produced in the conn- 
try which needed or deserved protection, { should 
be of the same opinion | now ain. 

Whatever reason there is for distribution lies in 
this, that, looking to the original object of the ces- 
sions made by Virginia and other states, and to the 
fact that the debt of the revolution has now been 
paid, a fair ease is presented to the states to say 
that the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
should be devided amongst them, according to num- 
hers, as the nearest approach that can now be mare 
to the original intention, in the transaction of ces- 
sion. 


This is the general ground. No doubt it is a 
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immediately to be laid on these articles. Why not? 
They are articles of consumption aliaost entirely by 
the more affluent... They are not of the necessaries 
of common life, or essential to any braneh of our 
own industry. Why then not collect duties from 
them; I am of opinion that an ad valorem dnty of 
twenty or twenty-five per cent. would probably 
quite supply the deficiency caused by withdrawing 
the proceeds of the lands from the treasury. And 
this is exactly what I recommend to be done. Dis- 
Tribute the proceeds of the sales of the publie lands 
among the states, and make up the loss fo the trea- 
sury byaduty on silks and wines. This is my 
opinion of our true policy, at the present moment. 
This question, thns stated, steers clear of all dis- 
pute about duties for protection. It pnts the sim- 
ple question, at once, is it bettet for all. the people 
that silks and wines should continue to come in free, 
or that they should be reasonably taxed at the cns- 
tom house, and the proceeds of the sales of land be 
divided among the states? This ia the plain, narrow, 
direct question. 

The honorable meraber from New York supposes 
it not wise to rely entirely on duties on imports for 
the support of goveroment. Certainly not, in time 
of war, or apprebensinn of war; but such duties 
have been our main reliance for two-thirds the his- 
tory of the government. Their amount is, of course, 
in some measure uncertain and fluctuating, but, hard- 
ly more so, in times of peace, than the amount of 
land sales. At the close ot the late war, the income 
from the sales of lands was very small. I remein- 
ber to have called on Mr. Madison, on the 4th or 
5th of March, 1817, the period of his retirement 
irora office. He spoke upon the subject of the 
publie lands, and remarked that northern and eas- 
tern gentlemen were not sufficiently sensible of 
their importance, and went on to observe that, in 
his opinion with prndent management, they might 
be made to produce a million and a hall a year, or 
certainly a million! So low was even his estimate 
at that time of the income to be expected from this 
quarter. We have seen it reach, at least, in one year, 
twenty times that amount. But even with such 
slight hopes from the publie lands, and a debt of 
eighty or a hundred millions, the internal taxes were 
repealed, and the nation trusted to commerce for the 
supply of the treasury. 

The honorable member from New York seemed 
to put his reasoning into the [orm of a syllogism. 
You rely on importations, he argues, to lurnish re- 
venue, and yet you lay duties to check importa- 
tions. 

[Mr. Wricur signified dissent lo this slate- 
ment.] 

Mr. WrnsTER. I so understood him; but, of 
course, he can best explain his own meaning. 

(Mr. WRIGHT explained. He said his argument 
was this; his idea of protection was this. The 
idea of protection by duties carried with it the idea 
that they should be such as to preclude foreign com- 
petition; and to be protecting duties they need not 
be revenue duties; uay, they might operate to stop 
revenue altogether. ] 

Mr. Wesster. So [I understood the honorable 
member, exactly. And none can doubt that if a 
government relies on duties upon importations for 
its revennes, it would be absurd to lay duties so 
high as to prevent importation. Certainly, l main- 
tain no inennsistency of that kind. But it is not 
always true that moderate duties diminish importa- 
tion at all, Sometimes even high duties have not 
that effect. There is no reason to suppose that a 
smalt duty on silk would greatly diminish its im- 
portation. Nor is it certain that it would increase 
the price. Althongh the general rule is true, that 
duties are paid by the consumers, yet there are in- 
stances in which the duty falls on the producer, by 
depressing the price in the maiket of production. 
Our own experience in some articles of West India 
traffic has shown cases of that kind. AN this de- 
pends on the nature of the article, on the number 
of markets which it finds in the world, and on the 
proportion of its whole produce which usnally finds 


measure affecting the finances and the state of the| a market in the country where the duty is laid. But 
treasury, aud this part of the case has not been over- | this subject is too extensive and various to be dis- 
looked. 1 know, of course, that distribution among | cussed now. 
the states, of the proceeds of the sales of the pub-{ In my opinion, duties necessary for revenne 
lic lands, reduces, by so much, the general receipt | should and may be so laid as to give incidental pro- 
into the treasury, and for one 1 am quite ready to|tection to our own labor, and that in this respect 
make up the deficiency by new duties, to be im- | we have a wide field for just and careful selection. 
posed on certain articles of luxury. 1 lave always | But it is my opinion also, that duties must be laid, 
spoken of such articles as proper subjects of duties, | sometimes, on articles, the labor of which we do 
Thave referred particularly. to silks and wines—| not produce, and therefore where no such inciden- 
which are not oi the class of protected articles It is|tal benefit accrues. And sneh is the case of silks 
tue, congress has been strenuously petitioned lo! and wines. The whole matter, 1 think can be sa- 
protect the silk manufacture, but the rate of duties] tisfactorily adjusted, if all parts of the country, and 
Which has been suggested would probably be little | all interests, will consider the subject calmly, and 
efficacious for such a result. ; not under the influence of any falsealarm. 

But luoking at the sohject in a merely financial) Much has been said of the late election, its causes, 
point of view, it appears to me that dutics ought! and its probable consequences to the country. It 


is not my habit to discuss such things in the senate. 
I do not indulge, however, in extravagant hopes of 
the immediate restoration of our former prosperity. 
Things will mend, bat their amendment mnst be the 
work of time as well as of wisdom. The deep-seated 
disease is, derangement ol the currency, and, in my 
opinion, this will never cure itself. 

1 may be permitted to say that I think the friends 
of the present administration may gracefully enongh 
abstain from angry declamation in advance against 
that which is 10 succeed. The coming administra- 
tion may fail to satisfy the country—that is uncertain; 
but the present administration has failed—that is cer- 
tain. One has been tried, and has not been fortunate; 
let the other have a fair trial. I believe the person 
wlio has been elected to the presidency will bring 
to the discharge of its duties as much uprightness 
of purpase, as [rank and honorable feeling, and as 
impartial a regard to all. parts of the country and 
all interests, as any man ever brought to the perfor- 
mance of public duties. And l doubt not that 
those who are elected, or who are to be elected, to 
seats in the next congress, as they will enme fresh 
from their elections, and with a full knowledge of 
public opinion in various quarters, will be in a con- 
dition to act usefully and acceptably nn leading put- 
lic measures. 

{ had hoped that gentlemen here would have been 
found willing to leave these important questions to 
their successors. We are already past the middle 
of the short session. There is no reason to believe 
that a pre einption bill, or any other measure re- 
specting the publie lands, can get through both 
houses. Why, then, agitate such measures?) Why 
consume time so unprofitably? On the subject 
of pre-einption, 1 have differed from many of my 
friends. 

I am favorable to it, and have supported pre-emp- 
tion bilistime and again. I shall be unwilling to vote 
against this. But we are only wasting time upon 
it. In the next sessinn of congress, I have no doubt, 
a distribution bill will pass, with proper provisions 
for actual settlers engraited upon it. Such seems 
to he tlie general sense of the conntry, and since 
nothing can be done this session, I regret that so 
much time should have been consuined, and that so 
much more is likely to be consumed if the debate 
should he continued. For my part, I have no wish 
to be drawn into a general discussion on the subject 
of distribution at present. I see no benefit to be 
obtained by it. 

Mr. Wzicnr rose in rejoinder. It has been con- 
tended, said he, that the revenue for the present 
year will be inadequate to the expeuses of govern- 
ment. The honorable senator froia Kentucky (Mr. 
CRITTENDEN) has pressed this consideration on the 
triends of the expiring administration as those who 
are supposed still to possess the controlling power 
here. {f the fact be so, ] had supposed it would be 
the most direct course for gentlemen to have laid a 
tax on luxuries during this session, and thus make 
it sure that the revenue will be equal to the wants 
of the governinent, and not fist to subtract one- filth 
from the receipts of the treasury; Tor then there will 
certainly be a deficit. 

{ know that after one year more your revenue on 
luxuries is to fall fearfully, and L thought that one of 
the best resources against the revulsion hkely to be 
created by such a state of things was to leave a mo- 
derate tax on those articles which the senator calls 
luxuries. He believes that it will do to take away 
three or four millions of the proceeds of the public 
lands, and to tax luxuries to make up the deficit. 
He would, however, take this landed revenue only 
tora limited number of years. If we are to take 
this money irom the treasniy to-give it to the states, 
the people must be immediately taxed to supply the 
deficit. Why not let them be saved fiom this round- 
about proceeding? Why not lay a tax at once aud 
distribute i1? Where is the dilference? 

[Mr. WEBSTER, across. 1 will tell yon.] 

l suppose that the senator will say that, with re- 
spect to the public lands, there is a peculiar obliga- 
tion growing out of the articles of cession; but I 
will endeavor, even against him, (and if I can 
against him I ean against any man upon earth), to 
demonstrate that there is nothing in the deeds of 
cession under which we have received the land that 
in the least contradistinguishes the proceeds from 
the publie doinain from any other branch or portion 
of the public revenue; and il there be, that it never 
has heen regarded in practice. If the payment of 
the debt of the revolution was the contingency on 
which our enjoyment of the proceeds of these lands 
depends, that debt exists at this momentasa charge 
on the treasury. But I will not enter on that ques- 
tion, 

Mr. Benton said he had heard a condensed ar- 
gaoment from the senator from Massachusetts in fa- 
vor of the constitutionality of distribulion. That 
argument (said Mr. B.) contains all I ever heard 
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on the tobacco of Missouri and the cotton of the 
sonth. If the exigencies of the government require 
more revenue, Í am williug to impose the tax; but 
when that is not the case, and excuses have to be 
imade for it. I am opposed to lay a tax on one-half of 
the United States, to be divided, as it is pretended. 
among all the states of the union, bnt in fact to give 
a far larger proportion of the money to that portion 
of the uuion lying north of the tobacco and cotton- 
growing region. This part of the states is to have 
a Benjamin’s portion: nearly two to one of the 
whole amount derived from taxing cotton and to- 
bacco. Our commerce with France grows out of 
the cotton and tobacco trade. Four. filths of the to- 
bacco she consumes is American; and nine pounds 
out of ten of all the cotton she imports are irom 
tbis country. I will not go into that now, but) 
when gentlemen come forward with their tax on 
French silks and French wines f will prove it. 
That we must pay this tax ourselves rests on no 
false logie; and we are now called on to exercise 
an unconstitutional power over the revenue for the 
sake of leading to a result which is as unconstitu- 
tional. 

And now, in the most amicable spirit, I shall take 
farewell of the honorable senator. t hope he will 
set himself to work to restore the prosperity of tbe | 
United States. I have always been taught to be- | 
lieve that when the people are enlightened on the 
subject of the taxes they pay they have nothing to 
fear. The government has done its part. What 
direct tax has it imposed? Has it not refused to 
lay one on bank paper? And as to indirect taxa- 
tion, one-half of the entire amount of our foreign 
commerce bas been wholly untouched; and in re- 
gard to the remaining half, some few classes have 
been individually atfected; but I say that, during 
the previons eight years, not one tax has been laid 
upon the farmers of the conntry, and that our fo- 
reign taxation has been lighter than has ever been 
known. With regard to foreign nations, how do 
we stand? Has not every channel of trade been 
fully explored? Not only have all the ancient chan- | 
nels been kept open, but new ones have been dis- 
covered. We hear of our merchant ships in regions 
unknown before; our flag waves in every wind, and | 
ranges the entire ocean, from pole to pole. f have 
no doubt that, at this very inoment, American mer- 
chants are successfully prosecuting the interests of| 
commerce while separated from us by half tlie | 
globe. And are we to be tnld that they have been | 
the victims of tyranny and oppression—that the go- 
vernment has destroyed their property—and that 
it is the new adminisiration who are to take them | 
by the haud, as a band ol brothers, and to restore | 
the national prosperity? I tell gentlemen that, so 
far as they deviate from the course pursued by | 
their predecessors, they will create, not prosperity, | 
but oppression and misery. One thing they have 
done—and [ will call it hy its name: they have 
effected a revolt of the money power against the) 
democracy of the American people. f say tbat, 
from the time of the Prztorian cohorts of Roine, 
there has not occurred a more regular revolt than 
the revolt of the money power tn put down the de- 
mocracy of this country. The business of the 
whole counlry has been convulsed and the curren. | 
cy destroyed The friends of the administration 
may subinit to this; but, as to the democracy, they 
do not mean to submit to it. I say that the govern- 
ment has done just what it shonld; it has imposed | 
light taxes, given us a free commerce, and main- 
tained peace with all the world. What is the point 
to which the public mind is now directed? Every 
body is looking tc the federal government to make 
them rich. Ail men seem to be seeking their tor- 
tune, not from the ordinary sources of economy 
and industry, but from the action of the federal go- 
vernment. There is a devouring thirst inr benelits 
irotn this government; one general, ferocious ap- 
petite tor office. ft is sickening to witness boys 
not yet grown, whose chius have not yet got the 
down on them, crying out for office, office. Aged, 
grey-headed men, loliowed by erowds of ladies, all 
Join in to swell the cry of office, olfice, office. Mo- 
hey, noney is wanted in all quarters, and is ex- 
pected to come from this government. Have we| 
hot ten thousand registered claims presented here 
from year to year? Do not the people come up to 
this capitol as they would come toa well, and draw 
out the money af the treasury by claims of all sorts 
and descriptions? And if you stop them for a time, 
the tide is but dammed np and backed up; and, the 
longer you stop it the stronger it becomes. I here 
predict that, at the called session which is to take 
place, the people may look out to see claims passed 
here which have been presented and rejected [or 
forty years. You will see the American people, 
having received a false direction, instead of looking 
to theirowu resources and their owu industry under 
the protection of a government known to them ouly 


urged in ils lavor: when we have heard the sena- 
tor's argument, we have heard the whole. I desire 
every seuator who shall be here when the final vote 
is taken to remember the argnment he has beard 
this day: and when the application comes, I wish 
bim to apply the argument to the bill, aud see 
whether it goes one iota further towards covering 
the broad ground of the bill than a yard and a half 
of carpeting would towards coverig this floor. 
Whatis the argument? 1 wish to fix the attention of 
the senate upon it: lor that is the whole arguioent— 
I reiterate the asseition, that it is all that ever has or 
can be urged in this house or out of it in favor 
of distribution, What is the bill? To distribute 
among the states the revenue from the public lands: 
but from what lands? from the pine barrens and 
sands of Alabama? the swamps of Missiasippi? the 
rolling hills of Ohio? or the wide prairies of Indiana 
and fllinois? fs this the extent of the bill? No: 
while the argument goes to this extent, and no lur- 
ther, the bill gaes down into Florida—crosses the 
Mississippi, and goes out into the rich and fertile 
bottoms of Louisiana. While the argument ties on 
this side the river, the bill goes over on the other. 
I defy the ingenuity of man to present an argu- 
meut which will cover the distribution of a single 
dollar derived from the lands of France and Spain, 
which will not equally justify the division of every 
dollar received at the custom house, and of all be- 
sides which the government possesses. I have lis 
teued attentively: it is the same argument I have 
heard always; and sorry F am to see the states Iram- 
ing instructions bottomed upon an argument which 
lies on this side the river, while the territory to be 
divided lies on the other. I have always intended 
to confine the bill to the argument—to restrict the 
operation of the bill to the odds and ends of land on 
this side the river—to cunfine the operation of the 
bill to the argument of the senator fiom Massachu- 
setts and the rest of the senators from the old states. 
That motion will be wade and rejected. You will 
cross the river, by your bill, without one word to 
Justify it, and when you have expended that money, 
i will gn to the revenue Irom the custom house. 
repeat the prediction once more, that, when the 
states shall once bave tasted that blood, they will be 
satisfied with no other food. Yet the senator from 
Massachusetts repeats to us, as something wonder- 
ful, that the states are becoming nore and more in la- 
vor ofthe measure of distribution Did I not tell yon 
that from the first? Did f not predict that the states, 
once fatniliar with distribution, will at last seize 
upon the current revenue of the government, and 
feave this federal government a mere engine to col- 
lect money irom the people and distribute it among 
the states, till we are brought to the condition of 
the old confederation, save that the paities are re- 
versed, and the states demand their quotas from the 
general government, instead of the general govern- 
ment demanding their quotas from the states? I 
rejeice that the senator from Massachusetts has de- 
livered his condensed argument: it may possibly be 
the last time he will have the opportunity to make 
that argument in this place. His argument is on 
this side the river, and within the 3tst degree of la- 
titude, aud his bill hes beyond both; we may there- 
fore see, in all its nakedness, the true unjustifiable 
nature of the proposition to take tlie landed revenue 
of the government and divide it among the states. 
Now, from this error, we may see another. From 
the senator’s assumption that the revenue from the 
lands reverts to the states, he denies our right to 
tax—to tax silks and wines—French silks and 
French wines. {t is an the assumption that we 
possess (lie constitutional right to take the landed 
revenue ol the government and divide it among the 
states that the constitutional right of taxing results. 
What becomes of the second part ol the argument? 
It is a mere naked proposition to use our tax col- 
lecting power to ge! inoney to distribute among the 
states. Here we can see the naked ohj-ct of the 
bill. They are lor taking the land ievenue arising 
from the rich lands of Louisiana and Florida, and 
dividing it among the states. Thatis it; there you 
have the naked propositinn—the naked, undisguis 
ed proposition, Adopt this, and how long will it 
be till you have bills brought into congress to raise 
twenty, thirty, filty millions of dollars and distribute 
among the states? A shorter distance than it has 
been {rom the first introduction of a motion to dis- 
tribute the surplus revenue until the present mo- 
ment. f rose lor the purpose of marking this—to 
markit. After hearing tlie argument of the senator 
from Massachusetts, I resolved that we should not 
rise from our places beiore 1l had shown that the 
argument did not touch the bill: that the whole 
proceeds worth having are expected to be derived 
from Louisiana; so that, if that were left out, they 
would not care one straw for the bill. I now repeat, 
what 1 said some days ago, that I am ready to prove 
that a tax on French silks and French wines is a tax 
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ment with minds excited and inflamed 
seutations, rushing here lor office from all quarters 
ofthe land. Nor is this all. Whatis now sought by 
individuals will then be sought by masses. What js 
now attempted by individuals who segregate them- 
selves into smaller associations will then be atlempt- 
ed by the aggregate nfthese associations, and states 
will be found marching up in phalanx and saying 
to this general government, we must have money. 
When that demand shall be presented, how many 
gentlemen will be lound here who will not stand up 
tor the claim of their own state? How many will 
be found with sufficient purity of patriotism to be 
willing to quit this capitol, never to see it agatn? 
It is all vain to say that this central government is 
in danger of swallnwing up the states. ‘There was 
indeed such a danger while its action was confined 
to political power; but, the moment its action is 
changed into the power of money, the states are at 
once on the paps of the government; and this federal 
government will be found helpless and lifeless, witli 
scarce a human being to stand np in its defence. — 
Whether it be a surplus of revenue, or money from 
the public lands, if the states demand it, we shall 
give it to the states. Who will they be who consi- 
der themselves as belonging to the general govern- 
ment, and bound to defend its interest? We? We 
belong to the states. No; it will not have a human 
being to save it. Iam not given to despuir; but, 
since | have seen this general, devouring thirst for 
office and lor money; and since f have tound con- 
gress becoming passive, and all the states coming 
up and by their resolutions demanding the tede- 
ral revenue, [ do look forward to the day when 
this government will be stripped of its last dollar. 
I deprecate the day when the whole community 
shall expect to have its prosperity advanced by this 
government. Men are not content with a govern- 
ment which taxes them lightly and preserves peace 
with ail the world, but expect to have their indivi- 
dual fortunes made by the government. We have 
had claims of all sorts for internal inprovements, 
for protection, and for almost every thing else; but 
now the states have brought their demand for re- 
venue; yes, far the current revenue of the govern- 
ment. We are arrived at the last stage of this pro- 
cess. We have made head against individuals; we 
have even withstood classes of men; but now they 
come upon us by states, and the federal government 
is left without even a lifeguard tn delend it 

Mr. WEBSTER observed that the honorable sena- 
tor trom New York (Mr. WRIGHT) had said that 
lie should be able, at the proper time, to show that 
the grant from the states created no fair claim for 
the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands. 
So (said Mr. W.) that senator defeats me on this 
side the Mississippi; the honorable member [rom 
Missouri says that, the public land beyond the Mis- 
sissippi not being derived from cession, but obtained 
by purchase from other governments, my argument 
does not apply to it; and so he defeats me on the 
other side of the Mississippi; and thns, between the 
two gentlemen, I am lelt with no ground to stand 
on. The time will come for discussing the first 
question with the honorable gentleman from New 
York; and as to the lanil west of the Mississippi, I 
am confident I stand, in regard to it, on the highest 
possible authority, for the member from Missouri 
himself has, for the last three days, been voting to 
give away aod distributea great part of that as well 
as of the rest of the publie domain to some of the 
states. When I shall hear the chain of argument 
by which he is prepared to give away thirty-five 
per cent. of the proceeds of all the public land in 
Missouri, f. will take the same ground of argument 
to show that, il the proceeds of these lands can be 
given to some of the states, they can be given toall 
the states. 

Mr. Benton. The senator from Massachusetts 
was, Í believe, uot in his seat when I eaid that T 
voted for the amendment of the senator from South 
Corolina, (Mr. C'ALHOUN), proposing a cession of 
the lands, only asa hammer wherewith to. knock 
on the head the other amendment of the senator 
from Kentucky, (Mr. CRITTENDEN), in favor of 
distribution. 1 had no idea of going either for ces- 
sion or distribution as amendments to a pre-emp- 
tion bill. 

Mr. Wesster. Did I understand the sanator to 
say that he wonld not vote for cession? 

Mr. BENTON. [said that I had brought in the 
first pre-emption bill ever introdnced here, and that 
it contained all the three ideas of pre-emption sight, 
graduation of the price of the land. and, aftera cer- 
tain time, the cession nf the remainder to the states. 

Mr. Wenster. Then the senator was in favor 
of cession. 

Mr. Benton. I was for cession on certain terms. 

The senate now adjourned. 

[PEBATE TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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CHRONICLE. 


THE ARAB VESSEL SULTANEE, so splendidly fitted | suffic 


out by our governmeat last summer for the sultan of 
Masat, arrived at Zanzibar after a passage of 120 
days from New York, and 20 froin the Cape of Good 
Hope. Captain Drinker, who went out as navigator, 
returned in the Brenda. Capt. D. had strong induce- 
ments held oat to him. by the sultan, to remain in his 
service, such as the command of the best frizate in his 
navy, with the prospect of a voyage to New York 
within a year, &e. bat be declined. The sultan also 
endeavored to retain by tempting offers the four Ame- 
rican seamen who went ont with capt. Drinker; but 
one, however, accepted his propasals. His navy is 
composed of many line sinps, all built at Bombay, of 
teak wood, but they are entively neglected and suffi r- 
ed ta zo to pieces. The inhabitants are described as a 
very hithy, half-naked, slavish race, and the towa a 
collection of huvels scarcely fit for dag kennels. 


ARTIFICIAL LIGHT--COMPARATIVE COST. One pound 
of tallow eandels will burn, on an average fifty hours; 
the light from them, therelure,is equivalent to that fram 
fiiy candles burning one hour, and cost seven peace. 
An imperial gallon of sperm oil, in an argand lamp, 
burns 104 hours, ytelding a light equal to five candles; 
the tial quantity of light being that of 250 candles for 
one hour, and costing Ts. 6d. Five cubic feet of well- 
purified gus, in an argand boroer, alfurds a light equal 
to twelve candles during one hour, und its eost is one: 
tcnüeth of a shilling, or rather more than a balf- 


penuy. m TT 
By the introduction into the house of eommons of 


was taken from the decision, and the ease was re-ar- 

gued before the court of error, and the judges revers- 

ed the former decision, giving their reasons at large, 

and thus settling the question there, as we suppose itis 

considered settled here, [at Pbiladelphia], viz: that the 

company is not accountahle to its servants for the acts 
1 of its servants. [U. S. Gazette. 


RAILWAY TRAVELLING. We are informed that the 
number of passengers conveyed upon the Great Wes- 
tern line, in the six months ending the 31st. December 
last, amounted to upwards of 649000, and that not a 
single fatal aceident has happened to one of them. Of 
this number abont 492,000 were carried on the London 
division of the line, and 156,000 on ihe line between 
Bristol and Bath, the opening of whieh took place on 
the 31st of August last. There ean be no doubt that as 
soon as the whole line is opened, the number of passen- 
gers will greatly exceed oue million and a half per an- 
nur. [Railway Mag. 


Mns. Sicourney. The friends of this gifted lady will 
be rejoieed to hear that she was a passenger home in 
the Great Western. 


Stavers. The British brig Wasp, arrived at New 
York on Sunday last, left at Sierra Leone, abont fiity 
days ago, twelve prizes, slavers, belong to different na- 
tions, 

Captain Ward, a passenger on board the ship Gro- 
tius, below at Boston, trom Manilla, and last from St. 
Helena. reports that seven vessels, slavers, had arrived 
at Sr. Helena, with seven hundred slaves, prizes to H. 
B. M. eruizerson the west coast of Africa. The last 


Execrion IN ViRaINtA. Congressional. We have 

ient teturns to ascertain that the following named 

persons are elected. 
Whigs. 

Franeis Mallory, 

Henry A. Wise, 

John M. Batts, 

John Tallaferro, 

Cuibhert Powell, 

'T. W. Gilmer, 

Win. L. Goggin, 

R. W. Barton, (gain), 

A. H. H. Stuart, (gain), 

G. W. Summers, (sain), 

R. M. T Hunter, (independent, is re-elected. 

[Thisis a net whig guin of two memben] , 

Stute senate. The last senate was politically divided 
equally. Of the eight senators whose terms expired 
but three were whizs,and we have aecounts of their 
re-election. "The whigs have earried also another se» 
nator, whieh will give them, without further changes, a 
majority of twoin the senate. 

House of delegotes. In the last house of delegates 
the whigs had 7! votes, V. B. 63 vates, and there was 
one usually desenbed as an “impraeticable.” 

Eighty-three eounties have been heard from, from 
wheb 62 wluzs, 5! Van Buren and 2 impracticables 
have been chosen—the whigs bave so far lost 10 or 11 
and gained 6 members—which leaves the result ex- 
ceedingly doubtful. If the remaining counties remain 
asat tbe last April eleetion, the opposition will have a 
majority in the honse—but if as at the November elec- 
tion the impracticables will once more have the casting 


Opposition. 
John W. Jones, 
George B. Cary, 
Linn Banks, 
W. O. Goode, 
Lewis Steenrod, 
Walter Coles, 


E. W. Hubbard, (gain). 


the bude light, a saving is, effected to the country of 
upwards of £1.000 per annum. The body ol the house 
is now lighted for twelve slulinus a night, and the li- 
brary, passages, committee rooms, &e. are lighted for 
£130 per session. [London paper. 


Amesica. Mr. Catherwood, the panorama gentle- 
man, and Mr. Stevens the celebrated traveller in the 
east, are hoth abnut to deliver a course of lectures in 
New York, relating ta their discoveries i1. Central 
America. 


AMERICAN HISTORY. Mr. Jared Sparks who has de- 
voted fumselt so successfully in researches in the pub- 
lie offices and libraries of both Eogland and France for 
documents relative to the early and revolutionary his- 
tory ot this conntry, returned in the steamer Columbia, 
alter an absence of ten months. From the pablic ar- | 
chives, aa well as from the British museum, and the | 
Royal library in Paris, he has procured some copies of, 
eurions and highly interesting manuscripts relative to 
the first settlement of this conniry. On a former occa- 
sion Mr. S. was engaged abroad more than a year in 
the same pursui s. The results have been seen in the 
works which he has since published. 


Banxs. The New York correspnndent of the Na- 
tional Intelligencer, of the 23th ult. says:—*I notice in 
the report of the state treasurer at Albany. that the free 
banks of New York, which have exploded, have fallen | 
in consequence of trusting too much to their own ere- | 
dit. T'he state stocks obtained. were purchased upan 
credit. Six of the broken banks were debtors tor these | 
accurities to the amount of between seven and eight 
hundred thousand dollars. The states, of course, suffer 
from such customers; and Indiana, Lain told, is a great} 
loser.” 

Bank of the U. S. of Pa. We have information from 
the proper souree (says the National Gazette) that the 
board at its meeting of Saturday, made a distinct ap- 

ropnation of securities to an amount which, it is be- 
fea will amply cover the clauns of the other eity | 
banks for the post notes held by tiem. ‘The trustees | 
appointed are five gentlemen froni the five principal 
ereditor banks. 

Besides this, the boar} agreed to place in the hands 
of trustees, Securities whieo are considered adequate tu 
caver the circulation of the other post notes, the depo- | 
sites and bank balanees. We leara that the appropria- 
fon for the latter purpose willbe made at once. ‘These 
very proper measures will, we hope, raise che eireula- 
tion to tlie Fair and ordina) y standard of non-specie pay- 
ing banks. 


Canars. The New York eanal is now said to be 
navigable throughent its whole line. 

The Rochester Democrat states that the water waa 
let into the enlarged eanal, through the erty, on Wed- 
nesday last, to the no small gratification of some thoa- 
saud spectators 


| 
H 


1 rs, who had colleeted to witness the rush. 

k forced itself through the dam, at the last ead of the 

aqueduet, and made n sublerraneaus passage through 

A Exchange and Baffülo streets, doing eansiderable 
aure. 


Coan—priec at New York 53; at Philadelphia 53; 
at Baltimore dt for yellow, 47 for white; at Charleston 
5f a 55; Savannah 55 a 56. 


Cotron—sales at N. York, as last quoted; at Charlea- 
ton, April 241, 6,660 huesut 9a th! es; at Savannah, 
April 24th, 2,151 bales, sanie prices; at New Orleana 
quotations, on tbe 21st April, were, (Liverpool classifi- 
cation) ordinary 9 n 93; middling 10; imiddliig fair 105; 
fur Ll; Tull fair His good thir 12; 200d and line 1255 


um 
PH 


a +) hi 
faney erop 13! a 14; average hats 95 a 11. 

Drarus reported for the last week in New York 140, 
of whom, 10 by consanption; and 27 under 2 yeurs of 


age. At Balimore 37, of which 9 were by con-ump- 
tion, 6 of old aze; 14 below 2 years of age: 7 free salar 
ed and 1 slave. 


that arrived (Mareh 2d) threw overboard sixty dead 
slaves in sight of St. Helena. 


SteamBoats. The South American, on her way 
from New York to Albany, on the night of the 24th 
ult broke her main shaft; and, the engine continuing 
to work, broke her machinery to fragments, throwing 
pieces of it in all directions, severely wounding two or 
three and scalding two or three more, one of whom has 
since died. 

The Henry Eckford, eaptain Tiee, and old boat used 
at New York for towing, &c. exploded her boilers on 
the 27th ult. killing and wounding several persons— 
amongst the latter the eaptain who was badly scalded 
and had his leg broken. 


Sream smiPs. The Great Western will leave New 
York, and the Columbia will leave Boston this day, Ist 


vote in hand. 


Excwances, including certificates and checks; (bank 
notes on distant places 5 per cent. greater diseount.)— 
New York on Boston, par a 4; Philadelphia, 33; Balti- 
more and Washington, 43; Richmond, Norfolk, Ra- 
leigh, 5 a 53; Charleston, 12; Augusta, 12 a 15; Colum- 
bus, 15; Savannah, 31; Mobile, 94; interior of Alabama, 
10!; New Orleans, 6; St. Lonis, 8; Louisville, Cincin- 
nau, 73; Nashville, 12:. Bills on London, 7 a 75; on 
Franee, 5f. 271. 


Proressor Esrv has returned to Philadelphia, after 
a highly graulying visit to England and Franee. The 
luquirer says: “He speaks in the warmest manner of 
his reception on the other side of the water, and of the 
kindness and courtesy which were every where extend- 


edtohin. He lectured atthe principal towns and cities | of May. 
] i : 2 x 

with much elfeet, and to large audiences. The Britannia, was toleave Liverpoalon the20ch 
Fires. The flour mills of the Messrs. Fagin, on the | ult. 


The steamer President which left the port of New 
York on the llth March, had not reached England 
at our latest dates. 

On the 13th of March a violent storm was experi- 
enced. A vessel which arrived on tbe 31st of March 
at New York, reported that on the 20th, in lat. 42 33, 
long. 59, saw a steamboat steering E. by S. which it 
is supposed was the President. 


Miaiii canal, in Cincinnati, were destroyed by fire on 

the 13th instant, loss $20,000; no insurance. At Wil- 

Harasport, Pa. on the 17th instant, the stable and hotel 

of Thomas Hall, and the store and dwellings of Jacob 

oe Joseph Grafius. The loss is from 30 to 40 thousand 
ullars. 


At New York 56 for Genesee, 94 75 for 
1 . At Philadel- 
phi: and Baltimore $4 50 a $4 37$. Charleston, 8. 

The postmaster general has been 


C. 55: a $6 00. 
busy making contracts for carrying the mails, which 


F'rocn. 
MAIL CONTRACTS. 
we understand have been effected on an average of 
twenty per cent. less than thev have been made at for 
1 


good southern; stoek in market reduced 

Sracks. 575 United States Bank of Pennsylvania 
shares at New York Apnl 25, at 17a17$; 9,200 New 
York eanal sixes at 85, 9.000 Indiana fives at 631. 

Even the siock of the state of New York, which is 
as good as gold, and much of whieh pays an interest 
of seven per cent. is eight or ten per eent. below its 
par value. Other stocks run far below the stueks of 
New York. 


Tue season. So backward and wet a spring—such 
late and severe frosis—so cold an April—has seldom 
been experienced in this latitude. The American Far- 
mer of the 23th says: “Work of all kind in the eountry 
is two or three weeks behind haad. Many have not 
yet sowed a bushel of oats, nor run a furrow for eorn— 
every farmer being aware that nothiug is so destructive 
as ploughinz land when too wet. Wheat, generally, 


the last twelve years. ‘The Kennebee Journal states 
that the mail from Portstnauth to Bangor is to be car- 
ried for less than half what has been paid for several 
years. 

McLeop. A bill has been reported in the N York 
legislature to provide for a special cireuit court far the 
trial of MeLeud. 


MirengLL, the forger, late M. C. is at Montreal, 
spending money freely at gambling and in houses of 


ill-fame, under the assumed name of Goodwin. He 


s ES. EC " ” 
was arrested. a few days since and taken before the looks tolerably well. à : 
police, but succeeded by leeing lawyers in getting elear. Vessels which have recently arrived at New York, 


alleoneur in their statements of the immense islands of 
ice which were eneountered in their lust trips across 
T the Atlantic; also, that gales of extraordinary severity 
_Opiom TRADE It appears, according to the late ad-) were experienced on the voyage. 1 
vices from Canton, that during the past year the abo- It is said that loaded teams were crossing Lake 
minable trathe in opinm, notwithstanding the ediets of! Champlain at Pitsburg on the 23]. April. There are 
the emperor, has been earried on in China 10 an three feet of snow only ten or twelve miles west of tha 
extent unprecedented in any former year. Notless|lake. "The farmers are nearly all out of hay, and their 
than 80,000 ehests have been sald at Canton and on | eattle in a starving condition. 


the eoast, at an average price of not less than $600 per} po. , 
chest, drawing from he countiy eoin and Ballon se TE E Re E] Tos feral voters gi 
the amount of eighteen millions of dollars. z i Abe a Of aaa. t a e SE meengi de- 
[Boston Mer. Journal, eee su 1936,18 davorel y 

Carraty Eome Fassia, one of the oldest slip-| A paragraph is going the rounds of the publie pa- 
masters in the United States, died at New York lust | pers, attributing the great temperance reformation tor 
week. Captain Fanning was for many years engag | the influenee of Dr. Rush's essay, published in 1504.— 
ed in the sealing and whaling trade, and made repeat- | I: should not be furgotten that the Quaker society was 
ed and protracted voyages in the Paeifie and southern | in. a strict sense, a Te-total abstinanee society long be- 
Qevan, in the courseof whieh he effected valuable} fore that period, and their discipline continues rigidly 
discoveries. to forbid the use of intoxieating liquurs. i 

Law case. Acts of servants. A ease of some im- | __ Lhe delegates from the Washington. Tempcranee 
portanee has recently been tried in Charleston, 8, C. society of Baltimore, have ereated quite a sensation in 
A man employed to assist the engineer of a loeoino- New York and Doston, where they are listened to by 
tive on the rail road had bis leg crushed so badly that | /!aensc muititades, many of whom have enrolled their 
it was subsequently amputated. It was eaused, in | PUES: 

art, by eaiclessness in the chief eniineer, aud partly] ‘Tea. The cargo of the Panama, sold at New York’ 
»y accident, Te. sailerer sued the eonipany for dá-| on the 27th at advaneed prices, notwithstanding the 
mages caused hy therservaat, (the engineer in ehief), | quantity in store in this eonniry as wellas in Englind 
and judgment was given in ma favor on. the grounds | is eenal to the demand for a long ume to eame. Tha 
that the eampany was liable lor the aets of its servants | merehan!s must have been persuaded that the diffzrones* 
toys servanbs as well as tothe publie. An appeall between England and China would comune. 


ths trank however was searched, and about $4,000 
was found in it mostly of notes of the Girard bank. 
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FOREIGN ARTICLEs. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

Duties. There is no question at present under dis- 
cussion so likely to affect the elections, or calculated 
to produce so great an amount of inmediate tangible 
good, as the financial reform suggested by the report 
of the committee of the house of commons upon im- 
port duties. The existing tariff is felt as a burden 
in every house. There is not a washerwoman who | 
sits down to her slice ol bread and butter and cup ot 
tea but feels its pressure. In the large body of evi- 
dence delivered to the committee on iinport duties, 
there is nothing more striking than the account of 
the rapid improvement of the habits of the working 
classes under the induence of temperance coffee 
houses, and the check which has been given to 
these institutions by the operation of our custom 
duties. Our traders with Brozil and the United 
States dread reprisals on account of our prohibitory 
duties. And all our great merchants feel their ope- 
rations limited by the tendency of these duties to 
prevent the natural expansion ot our commerce — 
The conviction is daily gaining ground, that inas- 
inuch as all aie consumers, the interests nt the con- 
sumers ought to be the principal objectin determin- 
ing the amount and distribution of imports duties. 
The spirit of Huskinson's legislation has survived, 
although there has been no statesman to catch up 
the toreh he let fall; the eause has grown, although 
the noise of other discussions has diverted attention 
from its progiezs. [London paper. 

There is a vessel only waiting for lair winds to | 
leave this country on a perlectly novel mission.— 
The Hector, captain Freeman, is under engagement 
to convey Mr. Barclay, the agent weneral for Jamai- | 
ca, to Seirra Leone, 1n order to oifer to the natives 
of Africa, a passage to the West [Indies as free emi- 
grants, aud so to parlicipate in the advautages, with- 
out the pains, already enjoyed by their countrymen 
who have left their native land as slaves. They are | 
to be quite unlettered by engagements before em- 
barkation, and free to choose their own employers, 
and make their own terms on reaching their new 
homes. To them the change froin a barbarous to a 
comparatively civilized country must be beneficial, 
To those who look beyond the surface, this Cone- 
mencement of an African emigration, which may 
one day supercede the slave trade throughout the 
world, will give no common gratification. 

ROME. 

The Conslilutional publishes a letter from Rome, 
which states thal the least of languages was cele- 
brated on the 12th ult. at the college of the Propa- 
ganda, cardinal Mezzofeuitt presided at this solem- 
nity, unique ta its way. All the strangers of dis- 
tinction 1n Rome were invited and assisted. The 
festival cntumenced by a prologue in Latin, deliver- 
eibyaulllyrian. A young man frown New York 


then recited a poem in Hebrew. Two Chaldeans, 
a dialogue in the idiom of the Rabbis. 
Vou X Sra 10, 


Assemani, a native of Lebannn, declaimed in Syri- 
an verse; and a young man from Bethlehem deliver- 
ed a discourse in Samaritan. A Persian spoke in 
Chaldean. 'Two Türks, one from Aleppo, another 
from Constantinople, dectaimed in Turkish poetry. 
Two young Indians of Pegu spoke in Birman, the 
younger of the two, only twelve years ot age, de- 
claimed with so much skill that he received un- 
bounded applause. Some Armenians read a latin 
elegy, a discourse in ancient Greek, and verses in 
modern Greek. A Curd read verses in that lan- 
guage, remarkable for the hardness of the sound.— 
An American ot New Scotland an idyl in. Celtic. 
Afterwards followed Illyrian, Bulgarian, Polish, 


German, Dutch, English and French. A negro 
from Godseiand spoke in Aminarien. An inhabi- 


tant of California sung a song in the Barbarian dia- 
lect of his nation, accompanying himself with casta- 
nettes. He was applauded, but the greatest applause 
was reserved for the Chinese, Joachim Ku-vo, from 
the province of Ho-nan, speaking the language of his 
country, composed entirely of monosylables. A se- 
cond speaking the Chinese of Canton. In fine, two 
other Chinese of Sci-an, presented themselves in 
their national costume, and read verses in the idiom 
of their province, terminating those academic exer- 
cises by a most harmonious Chinese song. The 
greater part of the anditors, understood but one 
word **allelnia," which occurred frequently. The 
lond applause bestowed by the visiters, Catholic and 
Protestant, proved to those young men how much 
their performance was admired. 
CHINA, 

Lin's visit to the Americans. About a week since 
the ex-governor, Lin, the Foyuen, several other 
high Canton mandarins, and some officers lately ar- 
rived from Pekin, went to Whampoa, ou board two 
American ships there, where they staid some time. 
Our correspondent suggests that this visit may have 
been caused by some plan of an intended improve- 
ment of the China navy being entertained. 

[Canton Press. 

We have been favored with the following letter, 
giving an interesting account of the proceedings in 
China. 

Cunlon, 22d December, 1840. 

Dear sias: The sailing of the Panama, for the 
United States, gives me an opportunity, ct which I 
am happy to avail myself, to inform you of the pre- 
sent state of things here. Shortly after the return 
of the British fleet from the North, Keshen, the new 
imperial commissioner, made his appearance in 
Canton. Without any delay, communications im- 
mediately took place between himselt and the Eng 
lish plenipotentiaries, and have been continued until 
the present time. Asitis perfectly well known 
that the admiral and captain Elliot were determined 
to have no unnecessary delays, it is a fair inference 
from the length of time that lias since elapsed with- 
out any hostile measures onthe part of the English, 
(hat the Chinese have given safisfaetory evidence 
of their serious desire for peace, and of their readi- 
ness to do what is necessary to secureit. So faras 
we can learn, the demands of the English are briefly 
these: compensation for the opium; tree official in- 
tereourse; social and commercial aineliorations; the 
putting ol the trade on a differeat footing; and a dis- 
avowal of Lin’s acta and measures. An attempt 
wil also probably be made, but perhaps not insisted 
on, to obtain tlie rightof trade at other porta, and to 
do away with the cohong and the whole present 
systern. How far the Chinese will yield to these 
demands, remains to be seen. If they do not graut 
all, they will certainly grant much; and there will 
he less difficully about the maney compensation, 
than about territorial possession, or extension of the 
trade to other ports than Canton. 

Greatly to the surprise of the Chinese, the tone 
of their authorities towards the English has wholly 
changed; anc the documents which is-ue from the 
high officers now for the first time speak the lan- 
guage of civility aud equality. It would be more 
satislaetory to the publie feclings so far as we can 
know auy thing of it, that war should be declared 
at once against England; bat the present commis- 
sioner is a inan of' great talent and intelligence, and 
sees, what Lin never did, tha means which the 
English possess of annoying China—the chief ol 
which is the power of possessing themselves of the 
junction of the grand canal, which leads to Pekin, 


Abdallah [with the great river Yantze Kuang, by means of 
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| scene of surpassing loveliness. 


which they could at once cut off the whole trade 
with the imperial capitol; furthermore, the sur- 
tender of Chusan depends on the seltlement of the 
present difficulties, and if this remains in the handa 
ofthe English, as a permanent position, they can 
at any time carry terror into the neighboring large 
cities of the coast. We are, therefore, decidedly 
of opinion that the Chinese must come to terms— 
perhaps not before a blow is struck at the Bogue, 
which their ignorance believes to be impregnable, 
but which probably could not resist the force that 
would be opposed te it lor an hour. Opinions, 
however, are by no means unanimous as to the 
prospect of peace, for some of the old residents be- 
lieve that the chance of it is so simal] as not to be 
worth caleniation: but we repeat that to us there 
seems little donbt that an arrangement will be come 
to. °Tis certainly known that the English were 
determined to take the forts by a given day, pro- 
vided they did not see clearly that the Chinese were 
disposed to yield; but the day has passed, and the 
forts have got been taken! The two ships which 
have been delained at Whampoa since the com- 
mencement of the blockade, in June, have at last 
been able to load; doubtless on assurance from the 
English plenipotentiary that they should be allowed 
to pass without molestation; hut this makes it pro- 
per to say that the eonduct of eaptain Elliot towards 
the Americans, has been throughout, marked by a 
courtesy and friendliness which have been evinced 
by very few of his countrymen. 

It seeins hardly worth while to go into any par- 
ticulars at present with reference to the market for 
teas. The supply is large the present season, and 
the crop of blacks is chielly down: greens'have not 
yet come forward freely. The qualitylis as good 
as usual, and that of ihe curious chops is little bet- 
ter. The supply of raw silk is also large, but neither 
for silk or teas can the Chinese be induced to name 
a price which would authorise speculation in either 
of them. A large smugghing trade is already going 
on, and there cannot be a doubt that if a settlement 
docs not take place or is long deferred, that a large 
amount of teas, &e. will find its way out in this 
manner. The present season most of the black 
teas have been brought to Cantons but another, 
they would be allowed to remain in the neiglibor- 
hood, at places trom which they sculd casily find 
their way out to Macao. The impossibility ot put- 
ting down smuggling in this country is evidenced 
by the present state of the opinm trade. The drug 
was never so cheap in Carton as at this moment. 
Many ships, American and English, are already 
outside, or are daily expected, waiting to see what 
turn events will take. Should the trade open, 
therefore, we roay look to see them loaded and im- 
mediately despatched to every quarter; be fore they 
could arrive in Europe or the United States, in- 
formation by the overland route will have been re- 
ceived, and markets iminedistely he effected. 

Every hour may bring news either of an adjust- 
ment or of an aftari on the Bogue; but should 
nothing be certainly known before the Panama 
finally leaves China, we repeat now that our own 
opinion is in lavor of a settlement before long. 

[New York Arerican. 
INDIA. 

British tyranny. The rev, J. Piermont gives the 
following description of the horrid tyranuy ol tlie 
British governinent in this unhappy region: 

©The sanguinary wars by which Gieat Britain has 
subjugated the hundred millions of India, and the 
stern despotism with which she rules and staryes 
them, that her merchant princes may roll in splendor 
and lap themselves in votuptuousness, have a voice 
which the whole thickness of the globe cannot keep 
out of our ears. ‘A more beautiful country,’ says 
a brother clergyman, recently of this city ‘than that 
from Cnddalone to Tanjore (in Madras) cannot pos- 
sibly be imagined. Lhe dense population and rich 
gnil give their euergies to each other, and produce a 
Bat the taxes and 
other causes keep down the laborers toa state below 
that of our southern slaves.’ ‘Turn your eyes 
backwards,’ says a speaker of their own, no longer 
ago than last September,* ‘turn your eyes back- 
ward upon the svenes of last year. Go with me into 
the northwest provinces of ibe Bengal presidency, 
aud I will show you the bleaching skeletons of five 


“Roy. H. Halcaln. 
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hundred thousand huiman beings, who perished of 
hunger in the space of a few short months. Yes; 
died of hunger in what has been justly called the 
granary of the world. The air for miles was poison- 
ed with the effluvia emitted irom the putrilying bo 

dies of the dead, The rivers were choked with the 
corpses thrown into their channels. Mothers cast 
their little ones beneath the rolling waves, because 
they would not sce them draw their last gasp, and 
feel them stiffen in their arms. Jackalls and vol- 
tures approached and fattened upon the bodies of 
men, women and children, before life was extinct. 
Madness, disease and despair stalked abroad, and no 
human power present to arrest their progess. And 
this occurred in British India, in the reign of Vic- 
toria the first. Nor was the event extraordinary or 
unforseen. Far fron it. 1935 witnessed a famine 
in the northern province, 1933 beheld one in the 
eastern. 1822 saw one in the Deccan. They have 
continued to increase in frequency and extent under 
our sway, for anore than balla century.’ Under the 
administration of lord Clive, a famine in the Bengal 
province swept off three millions; and at that time 
the British speculators in India had their granaries 
filed to repletion with corn. Horrid monopoly of 
the necessaries of bfe! Three millions died, while 
there was food enongh, and to spare, locked up in 
Ihe storehouse together. ‘To add to the horror with 
which he had been called upon to regard the last 
dreadfil famine, (that of the last year), we are made 
acquainted by the returns of the custom house, wilh 
the fact that as much grain was exported from the 
lower parts of Bengal, as would have fed the half 
million who perished, for a whole year. Yet this 
awful oppression and these desolating famines inust 
go on, that England may extort a hundred millions 
of dollars every year, irom her hundred millions of 
Hindoos; and poppies must grow instead of wheat, 
that, at her cannon’s mouth, she may force her opi- 
um upon the three hundred millions of the Chinese, 
while some one solitary tnarshman, perhaps, is 


translating the Bible of the Christians, to bring | 
these countless millions to accept the religion of a 


nation tliat stands ready at this moment to destroy 
one-half of them by war, that it may destioy tlie 
other half by poison.’** 

PRUSSIA. 

Many sovereigns have mounted thrones amidst 
tbe acclamations of an enthusiastic people, eager 
to anticipate froin their new ruler all that the policy 
of his predecessor withheld; and many sovereigns 
liave seen the confidence of their people sliaken and 
their own purposes blunted before the giltting on 
their thrones was tarnished but we have watched 
with no coiomon interest the policy of the court of 
Berlin in the few months which have elapsed since 
the accession of the present monarch, for there the 
acis of the king have surpassed the hopes of the 
people. "The diflerences which had given rise to 
serious dissensions respecting the conllicting rights 
of the church and the provincial governments have 
been promptly allayed. The deliberations of the 
foreign states belonging to the commercial league, 
lor the adjustment ot the tarilT and the commercial 
interests of Germany, have been conducted at Ber- 
ho with a degree of intelligence and harmony be- 
tween the various states which cannot bat tend to 
strengthen the political influence of Prussia in that 
vast national contederacy. The capital of Prussia 
bas become the hospital refuge of men of the great- 
est distinction iu letters, philosophy and in the arts; 
and the king appears to have received them in the 
character of representatives of the constitutional 
party in Germany, as well as in that of her princi- 
pal intellectual ornainents. The last intelligence 
fiom Prussia announces the opening of the diet by 
a decree which contains thy eleinents of constitu- 
tional goverument in the country. The crown 
pledges itself to convoke the states every two years; 
to give publicity to the debates and the propnsals 
of the states; to submit to the states various bills 
relating to the adininistration of justice, anda plan 
for a considerable reduction in taxation. It is iin- 
(ee to foresee how far the resolntion of the 
king or the course of events will promote or check 
these important changes; hut it cannot he doubted 
that the present policy of Frederick William will 
speedily place bun at the head of the great body ot 
the German vation, and extend the influence of his 
government beyond the territorial limits of his king- 
dom, [ Zunes. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

The Liverpool Courier of the 71h, contains in- 
teliigeuce liom New Sonth Wales up to 26th Oc 
tober, A great want of laborers was (elt there, and 
the colonial legislative council were devising mra- 
sures to enenurage increased immigration High 
prices are offered in the papers tor laborers of all 


kinds, especially printers, coopers and watchma- 
kers. To illustrate the advantages presented in this 
colony for enterprise and industry, the deposites in 
the Savings’ bank at Sydney, are stuted to have been 
£127,000 in Angust, 1840, whereas in December, 
1535, they amounted to only £24,469. The export 
of fine wool, which amounted in 1807 to, only 
£245 in 1839 was £6,597,984. Thisis said to be 
a commodity which may be produced 1n that colo- 
ny to any required extent. The total amount of ex- 
ports, including the produce of the fisheries, had 
risen during the interval between 1526 and 1839, 
from 106,600 to £548,776. 

At the cape of Good Hope, the export of fine wool 
during 1833 amounted to £26,627. 

PORTUGAL. 

The queen of Portugal has conferred upon vis- 
count Palmerston aud lord Howard de Walden the 
grand cross of the order of the tower and sword, 
in testimony of her approbation of their services 


in adjusting the differences between Spain and Por- 
tugal. 
BAAZIL. 

Slavery in Brazil. A circular trom the Brazilian 
minister of foreign affairs, to the ambassadors and 
eansuls in Evrope, was recently issued in one of the 
official journals. H urges the necessity on the part 
of goverment, of einploying all means within its 
reach, to promote withiu the empire, tlie moraland 
material improvements of whieh a new, vast and 
rich country is susceptible. One of these means is 
then alluded to in an effort to call to the aid of the 
country, the greatest nnmber ol free and industri- 
ous settlers. It is nol necessary, remarks the cir- 
cular, to pouder on the perils which the empire 
would run for the Inture, if perchance, as is no more 
possible, the introduction of Africans were to con- 
tinue in a century in which all civilized nations have 
united to put down the slave trade, and to establish 
daily, more rigorous measures to obtain this end. 
It is further stated, that in order to attract free la- 
bor to that country, government has prohibited the 
employment of slaves in any ol the public establish- 
| ments, ‘This is indeec, an important relorin, aud ina 
section of the warld where it was least expected. 

[Znguirer, 
CUBA. 

Troops for Havana. ‘The New Oileans Courier 
of a late date says: "It was understood in Havana, 
that 8,000 troops were about sailing from Cadiz for 
Havana. Indeed a few of them arrived last week. 

| This looks as if Espartero was apprehensive of an 
attack on Cuha from some European power or other. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY TIE PRESIDENT. 

Alexander P. Field, to be secretary for the terri- 
tory of Wiskonsan. 

, Robert Tyler, to be secretary to the president to 
sign patents, 

John B. Dade, of Virginia, to be warden of ihe 
penitentiary in (he Distiiet of Columbia. 

Thomas Sewall and Thomas Donoho, of Wash- 
ington, and Bernard Hooe, of Alexandria, to be in- 
spectors of the penitentiary in the District of Co- 
lumbia tor the year commencing on the 4th inst. 
when the previous year’s commission expired. 

Levi Steiling, receiver of publie moneys for the 
district of lands subject to sails at Muskoday, in the 
territory of Wiskonsan, vice Paschall Bequette, 

Surveyors general. 
James Wilson, lor Wiskonsan and lowa. 
Silas Reed, for Missonri and Jlmois. 
Illorneys 

Franklin Dexter, lor the district of Massachusetts, 

Thomas W. Sutherland, for the territory of Wis- 
konsan. 


Marshal. 
John B. Eldridge, for the district of Connecticut. 
Navy agents. 

Jackson Morton, for tlie port of Pensacola, Flo- 
| rida, in place of George Johnson, deceased. 

Timothy Upham, tor the port of Portsmouth, N. 
Hampshire, in place of John Laighton, removed. 

Meigs D. Benjamin, Edward ‘Taylor and Mathias 
|B Edgar, to be appraisers of merchandise at New 
York. 

Richard Coe and Samuel Spackman, to be apprai- 
| sers of merchandise at Philadelphia. 

Postmaslers 

Robert M. Riddle, at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 

Jonas M. Wheeler, at Canandaigua, N. York. 

George William Gordan, at Boston, Massachu- 
setts. 

James W. Coburn, at Mayesville, Kentucky. 

Keiland Tyver, at Macon, Georgia. 
| The St, Augustine Herald says the hon. E. B. 
| Gould, George Center and George MeLellan, esqs. 
are appointed commissioners to receive claims and 


* t * x DC TET 7 ge : s . 
See Thompson's lectues at Mancheste r, pp, 39| lake testimony concerning Indian depredations for 


and 59, 


the eastern district of Florida. 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE POSTMASTER GENE- 
RAL. Philo C. Butler, of Michigan, to be second 
assistant postinaster general. 

John 8. Skinaer, ot Maryland, to be third assis- 
lant postmaster general. 

VISITERS TO THE ANNUAL EXAMINATION OF 
CADETS AT THE MILITARY ACADEMY. ‘lhe fol- 
lowing gentlemen have been invited by the secre- 
tary of war to attend the annual examination of the 
cadets of the military academy, to cominence at 
West Point, N. York, on the first Monday in June: 

C. B. Hadduck, esq. of New Hampshire. 

Charles Davies, esq of Connecticut. 

Dr. Levi Wheaton, of Rhode Island. 

Major gen. Pierre Van Cortland, of New York. 

Chas. Agustus Davis, esq. of New York. 

Major gen. S. Alexander, of Pennsylvania. 

Jobu L. Gow, esq. of Pennsylvania. 

John How Peyton, esq of Virginia. 

Hedijah Meade, esq. of Virginia. 

Hon. Hogh S. Legare, of South Carolina. 

Asbury Hull, esq. of Georgia. 

Col. John Miller, of Kentucky. 

L. P. Williamson, esq. of Tennessee. 

Rey, John Breckenridge, D. D. of Louisiana. 

Capt. D. Hunter, of Illinois. 

Col. John O'Fallon, of Missouri. 

Jesse Turner, esq. of Arkansas. 

AT LARGE. 

Dr. Gerard Troost, o] Nashville university. 

Professor O. M. Mitchell, of Cincinnati college. 

Prolessor Win. Ruggles, Columbia college, D. C. 

Com. Charles Stewart, of the U. 8. navy. 

Coin. T. Ap Catesby Jones, of the U. S. navy. 

Gen. A Eustis, of the U.S. arny. 

Col. 5. Thayer, of the U. S. engineers. 

Upon the publication of this lst, the National 
Intelligence: of Wednesday reina:ks: [t is under- 
stood that a rule has been adopted within the last 
few years, confining the appointments of visiters at 
West Point, to one froso each state every alternate 
year, leaving a few on the list **at large," to be se- 
lected for great public services, eminence in science, 
or an account of their official connexion with aca- 
demic institutions. The strict observance of this 
rule has been departed from, in the present case, by 
the secretary of war, in respect to a few of the 
larger states, where two have been appointed. There 
are twn or three on the list fiom states not entitled 
to appointinents by the rule, but who had been de- 
signated before the secretary was aware af the re- 
gulation established by his predecessor. 


Cowsurs The president of the United States 
has recognized Christopher Fredeidrich Plate, as 
consul of Bremen for the port of Philadelphia; and 

Walter de Lacy, as vice consul of Spaio, jor the 
port of Norfolk. 


TREASURN NOTES, Treasury department, May 1, 
184t. Amount of treasury notes issued under the 
provision of the acts of congress of 1837, 1838, 
1839, 1840 $26,651,337 53 

Redeemed of those issues 22,070,040 07 


Leaving outstanding 
Issued under the act of Feb. 1841: 
Prior to Mar.4, 673,681 32 
Since Mar 4, 1,625,468 96 
-— —32,299,135 
Redeemed of that issue 5 


$4,611,297 46 


0 
2,251,093 38 
Aggregate outstanding $6,862,990 84 
T. Ewine, secretary of the treasury. 
Mr. Ewing has disposed of about half a million 
at par. 


THE NORTH EAST BOUNDARY QUESTION. The 
New York Commercial Advertiser says: 

“We learn that a convention has been signed on 
the part of Great Britain and the United States, 
which provides for the appointment of six commis- 
sioners, three for each party to the dispute. These 
six, if they can agree, are to give a final decision 
on the question. If they cannot agree, they are to 
appoint three others, and a decision by the majori- 
ty of the nine is to be conclusive. 

Such we understand to be the arrange ment agreed 
upon. Some of the details may be incorrectly sta- 
ted, but we have every reason to believe that the 
general tact, of a convention being signed, will 
prove authentic. 

Tue McLrop case, McLeod arrived at New 
York on the 3d inst, in custody of the sheriff of Ni- 
agara county, under a writ of Aabeas corpus, re- 
turnable at the May tern of the supreme court of 
New York, sitting in banco in that city. The N. 
York American says: 
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This writ has been taken out by the prisoner's 
counsel, in. order. in the first instánee, to try the 
quesnon of jurisdiefios, as a question ol law. 

Joshua A. Spencer, esq. as counsel for the pri- 
soner, accompanied him. The district attorney of 
the Niagara district, Mr. Wood, and the attorney 
general of the state, Mr, Hall, are here to argue the 
case in behalf of the state. 

In order to avoid excitement at Lockport, the in- 
tention of removing the prisoner under the writ of 
habeas corpus was judiciously kept private; and he 
was far on his way to this city belore it was known 
that he had gone. The formal return to the writ 
will be made to-day, but ttie argument on the case 
will not, we understand, be entered upon belore the 
next non-enumerated day, "Thursday. | McLeod 
was quite a Zion on board the boat last night, aud 
seemed, we hear, to enjoy it. It is this love for 
being lionized, we apprehend, that bas got this fool- 
ish individual into his present scrape, and come 
near involving two great nations in serious difficul- 
ties. 

The New York Commercial Advertiser of the 3d 
inst, alter mentioning the arrival of McLeod in that 
city, says— 

“In the meantime, if our private advices from 
Washington do not mislead us—and this they have 
never yet done—a decision of some importatice has 
been come fo there, in reference both to McLeod’s 
case and the boundary question. 

If we are rightly informed it has been agreed be- 
tween Mr. Fox and ihe government of the United 
States that no further opposition shall be made by 
the former to the trial ot MeLeod, That trial is fo 
go on, under the jurisdiction of New York, without 
interference either by the British minister or the! 
national government. If acquitted, as is most pro- 
bable, MeLeod will be discharged, of course, and 
the matter thus he disposed of. If convicted, the 
national goverament will then take the necessary 
steps to afford him that measure of justice aad 
protection which all the circumstances of the case | 
may require.” 

The New York Herald states that if the court 
shall deny the application for the discharge of Mce- 
Leod, his counsel will apply for a change of the 
venue. This will no doubt be granted, and he 
will go to trial at such time and place as his eoun- 
sel shall deem advisable. An eaily day is wished 
for by the prisoner, and is desirable on every ac- 
count. S 

McLeod is ostensibly in the custody of the she- 
riff, but no restraint is imposed upon’ his notions, 
and if he had any disposition to evade a trial and 
go back to Canada, or to the devil, if would seem 
that every facility isto be offered him. Heisa stout, 
and rather powerful man, and has been wandering 
about the city to-day, looking at the Hons, with ao- 
body to prevent his escape but the sheriff of Nia- 
gara county, a man much inferior in point of physi- 
cal strength, 


DISTILLERIES IN THE UNiTED STATES. We 
are indebted to the hun. Win, Slade, of Vermont, for 
a copy from the records of the department of state, 
of the nuiaber of distilleries ia each of the States, 
and gallons distilled; as exhibited in the returns 
of the last census. 


States, No, distilleries. Gallons distilled, 
Maine . E * 3 
New Hampshire . 5 : d 31,244 
Vermont x 2 2 NM X 3,500 
Massachusetts. 37 : . 5.177,910 
Connecticut . s XI A 215,592 
Rhode Island 4 f ; $55 000 
New York E = aS a a 4,003,616 
New Jersey * 219 5 » 956,417 
Pennsylvania . TO? . z 8,784,138 
Delaware . 2 3 é ; 39,500 
Maryland D TA x o 342,812 
Virzinia x . 1,450 A > 882,516 
North Carolina 2,793 a : 1,038,741 
South Carolina 251 n 3 102,288 
Georgia . à 350 . A 528,393 
Alabama . i 185 Y 127,261 
Mississippi. 15 3,150 
Louisiana . a 5 " 5 291.520 
Tennessee : 1381 . é 1,080,693 
Arkansas. s 47 " 17,215 
Kentucky 891 s 1,700,705 
Missouri . ^ 215 h 325,898 
Itlinoia s; 150 . 1.429.119 
Indiana . z 322 z . 1,786.964 
Ohio E 5 873 . x 166,857 
Michigan . A 59 S : 544,066 
Iowa ; 5 PES : 4,310 
Distriet of Columbia 1 i A 6,000 
9,657 36,343,236 
If the population of ihe United States be correct- 


ly estimated at 17 millions, the above quantity of 


distilled spirits, will furnish each man, woman and 
child, with 2 14-180 gallons nearly, 
[American Temperance Union. 

PRODUCT or sREADSTUFIS IN THE UNITED STATES. 
We have- received the returns of the agricultural pro- 
ducts of the United States, compiled from the returns 
of the marshals tor taking the census, in June last, 
with the exception of two states and two territories. — 
The aggregate is astonishingly large, and will be view- 
ed with gratification. It exhibits the growing wealth 
of our country. It will be seen that Michigan takes a 
front rank among the prodncing states, and distances 
most of them, when our population is considered. 

In this article, we give only the immense amount of 
breadstuffs produced, reserving the other important ar- 
ticles for a future number: 


Bushels ofi Bushels of | Bushels of | Popula- 
STATES wheat. jother grain.| potatoes. tion. 
Maine 845,166, 2 630,996; 10 392,380| 501,796 
N- Hamp.| 442,954, 3.034.854! 6,234,901] 9511481 
Vermont 612.963. 4,051,818} 8,206,784) 291,848 
Mass. 158,923) 3,604,082] 5,386,662 737,756 
R. Island 3,083) 697,408 904,773] 103,837 
Conn. 86,980) 3,995,176} 3,414,227) 310.83] 
N. York 11,553,907, 39,540,501) 30,055,000 2 132.535 
N. Jersey 774,023. 9,922,041] 2,074.1 IS; 373,27] 
Penn. 13,029,756 521| 3,626,925) 1,850,0U0 
Delaware 215,165) 705 200.712! 75,190 
Maryland | 3,511,443 12,712.280| 1,058,919} 167,567 
Virginia —||10,066,509, 50,054.236 2,573. 447|1,239,227 
5. Car. 705,925 16,236,512! 2,697,713) 594,439 
Georgia 1,732,956 15,703,310) 1,184,256 
Ohio 16,214,260) 45,797,112 5,600,556) 1,515,695 
Tenn. 4,547,372) 49.545.443). 9,373,034 
Louisiana 103) 6,622,395| 845.935] 683,314 
Alabama | 746,106) 16.146 577) 1,560,700| 
Misa. 196,476) 13,669,940 1,539,52M| 384.000 
Missouri 940,077) 13,840,190 634,492) 327,781 
Indiana 4,194,256) 34,056,545) 1,545,190 683,314 
| Ilinois 2,740,380, 28,354.932| 1,956,557 457,447 
Michigan 2,189,263) 6,152,273) 2,051.339| 211,705 
Arkansas 112,200| 4,084,712 290,597| 95,612 
Iowa ter. 157,747) 1,559,230 234 063 
Dist. Col. Tem 60,711 12,085, 43,712 
Bushels 166,089 947 419,776,871 109 459,926 


There are no returns from Norti Carolina, Kentuc- 
ky, Florida and Wiskonsan. When we receive them 
we shall give them. It will also be observed, that in 
several states, the population is not given, as the returns 
at Washington were supposed tu be so incorrect, that 
they were sent back to the marshals for revision. 

Recapitulation: 
Bushels of wheat 66,039,947 
Other grain 419,776,871 
Potatoes 102,459,926 
Estimate for Kentucky, North 
Carolina, &c. 70,000,000 
Bushels 658,326,744 

Over 38 bushels of breadstaffs for every inbabitant 
in the United States. Of the varivus kinds of grain, 
we find the following: 


Wheat 66,059,947 Bushels. 
Corn 297 562,240 “ 
Rye 17,082,102 “ 
Buckwheat 6,930,929 i 
Barley 3,540,037 u 
Potatoes 102,459,925 M 
94461363. “ 


Oats E 

For Kentucky, North Ca- 
rolna, Wiskonsan ter- ! A 
ritory, &c. say 70,000,000 of al) kinds, 


653,426 144 
During the long discussion in England on the sub- 


ject of the corn. laws, the neecseary quantity of grain 


required to find an individual with bread, has heen 
closely investigated, and it is estimated, that the ave- 
rage consumption, including young and old, is abont 


Jive bushels to a person, including all kinds of grain. 


Admitting this estimate to be correct, and putting 
the population of the United States at seventeen mil- 
lians, we have a surplus of 33 bushels to an inhabitant. 
Perhaps one half of the corn, most of the wheat and 
backwheat, and three quarters of the rye ie used for 
bread; and the remainder of the rye and a large part 
of the corn manufactured into whiskey, or used in fat- 
tening pork. We deduct the barley fur the brewers, 
and the oats for etock, although jn the western coun- 
ties of England, barley is used for bread, and m Scot- 
land, oat meal is in general use, and we find the re- 
sources of the United States will stand. as follows: 


heat 66,039,947 
Buckwheat 6,930,929 
Potatoes 102.499.926 
Corn 148,000,000 


Rye .  12,500.000 
For Kentucky, North Carolina, 
Wiskonean territory, &c. say 30,000,000 


356,020,302 


Bushels 
Over 22 bushels to an inhabirant! i 
In viewing the amunnt of breadstuffs roised, the lar- 
mer can draw his own conclusions, by tbe foregoing, 
as to the probability of a rise of prices, or conjecture as 
to a still further decline. Unless there is a great dẹ- 
mand forit abroad, we fear the latter. At present, we 


see nothing to encourage more than a nsual exporta- 
tion. 

In making a caleulation, 
there are about 4,000,000 of 
and South America, who now receive their flour from 
us, aad have for many years. Onr exports to those 
countries, amount to near 800,000 barrels annually, 
and the cottan. manufacturers of the country consuma 
100,000 barrels starch, &c. The past year a new 
trade has been carried on with the Canadas. 

We have taken pains to ascertain the amount, as 
near as we can, as the western trade with the British 
provinces has commenced within a year or two past. 

4,000 harrels from Detroit, equal io — 20,000 bushels, 

Bushels of wheat from St. Joseph 45,000 

70,995 bbls. from Cleveland, equal t0 354,974 

Bushels fron: Cleveland 896,650 

From Grand river, Ohio 11,000 

40 000 bbis. from Rochester, N. Y. 200,000 

No returns from Buffalo and other 

potis on the lake 


it must be recollected that 
people in the West Indies 


e 


“u 


4,527,425 
Most of this went ta England, as afterit once got 
into the provinces it passed for colonial wheat, and en- 
tered the ports of Great Britain, free of duty. 
Exports of flour and wheat from 1790 to 1840, 


S| Se 3 ‘ese (ae8. 
: Pw H aR | E wes 
be | Ee | ed [SES [STER 
$t By | 2B ees e 
e| $i PIE PE | ose | etes 
=| ES SS 5S | Ede |S ER 
- sl * Es ud ess 
17901.124,458| 58s. 2d.| 724,623| 8 5 56 | 4,025 903 
17911,015,339| 47 2 | 619,681| 5 22 | 3.934.735 
1792| 853,790, 41 9 | 821464 595 | 4323436 
793)1,450.575, 47 10 1,074,639} 5 90 | 6,340,370 
1794; 693,797) 80 8 | 846,010) 6 90 | 5,537,469 
1795| 141.273) 7211 | 687,369| 10 60 | 5.256.111 
1796| 31,226 76 3 | 725194| I2 50 | 9.064.955 
1797; 13,655, 52 9 | 615683] 8 91 | 4594290 
1798 15,021} 50 4 | 507,555) 8 20 | 4,653,091 
1799} 10,056, 66 1l | 519.263 9 66 | 5,016,099 
1800| 26,553 110 5 | 653,053| 9 86 | 6,139.092 
1501 233.920 115 I1 1,102,444] 10 40 |11,165.417 
1802} 280,231) 67 9 |L15624s) 6 90 1,973,111 
1803, 686.415, 57 ] jL311,523 6 73 | 8.528171 
1804, 127.024 60 5 | 810.005) 8 23 | 6.666.365 
1808. 18.041) 57 I | 777.513) 9 70 | 7541876 
1806| 56,781, 76 9 | 759,724) 7 30 | 5/113,895 
1807) 776,814) 73 1 |1249819] 7 17 | 8.961.202 
1506 3t 11 | 263.813] 5 69 | 1.501.095 
150% 9 | 846,247] 6 91 | $541,506 
1840 3 | 798,431] 9 37 | 7,481298 
I311 5 (1445.012) 9 95 114,377,869 
1512 8 [1.443.492] 9 83 |14,189,526 
1813 6 |1260,942| 8 92 |11.217 602 
1514 1 | 193,274; 8 60 | 1,662,156 
1815 8 | 862.739; 8 71 | 7,514,456 
1816) 2 | 729,053; 9 78 | 7,130,138 
1817| 96.407) 94 0 [1,479,193] 11 69 {17,291,594 
IRIS) 126.808, 83 8 |1,157,697| 9 98 11,530,662 
1819} 82,065) 72 3 | 750,660 7 11 | 5337192 
1820, 22,137, 65 10 |1,177,036] 4 72 | 5,555 609 
s: 95,821] 34 5 11,056,119} 4 78 | 5048948 
22) — 4,418) 43 3 | 827.865; 6 58 | 5.147,23] 
5 427| 51 9 56 6 82 | 5,160,708 
1824) 20,373) 62 0 5 62 | 5,601,971 
1825} 17,990) 66 6 5 10 | 4,150,920 
1826] 45166) 56 11 4 65 | 3938363 
I877, 22.152; 56 9 5 93 | 4,542,234 
1828, 8,906) 60 5 5 60 | 4,820 530 
1829,  4.007| 66 3 6 33 | 5,300,647 
1330] 45959, 64 3 4 83 | 5,925,506 
1831} 405,910 66 4 5 67 110,243,019 
1532, 89,304; 58 8 5 72 | 4,917,337 
1833) 32,421; 52 I] 5 63 | 5,380 974 
1534) 36.949 46 5 | 835359| 5 17 | 4,318,770 
1833] 47.762) 39 4 | 779.396) 5 83 1,532,848 
1536|  2,062| 43 6 | 505400| 7 99 | 4033.146 
1837| 17303, 55 IT | 313.719} 9 37 | 2,036,397 
1835,  6,291| 63 4 | 4431611 7 79 | iot 174 
1839 | 916 161 1,010,512 
1540 | $13,542 


Thos it will be seen that our exports have diminish- 
ed yearly from 1790 to this time, with the exception of 
the years when Europe has been at war. In 1792 we 
exported equal to 6,523,770 bushels of wheat, and in 
1353, only 2,216,769, although we produced five times 
as much as we did iu 1750, 

In 1700, the wheat grown in Great Britain, was only 
14,000 bushels, and barley 27.000, In 1830, wheat over 
100,000,000 and barlcy 37,000. 

Notwithstanding the immense increase of produc- 
tion of grain, owing to the Oppressiun of the corn laws 
to the poor, there is more suffering tor the want of bread 
in Great Britain and Ireland, than in any other part of 
Europe. 

The importation of wheat into England from her 
provinces, ia free of duty, that from the United States 
is subject to hercora laws, and when searcity and star- 
vation stares them in the face, and the price of grain 
reaches a cerlain point, she allows her subjects to pare 
take of foreign breadstuffs, and Ameriea then cames 
m competi&on with grain from Hamburg, Dantzic, 
Nuples and Odessa. "This lends ns to say a word in 
respect to the corn laws of England, whic bear hea- 
vier upon the products of the mighty west, than is ge- 
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nerally.understood. ‘That the farmer may understand 
the prices of flour in England, when he 1cads the quo- 
tations from English papers, we give the table of duties 
on the article graduated by the prices of sacks and 
quarters of wheat. Re ean tben make his own calcu- 
lation in sterling money, (a shilling being 22 cents) 
whether it will pay the eastern merchant for shipment 
to Europe, and thus he cap determine the prospect of 
foreign exports, and consequently know the rise and 
fall of the New York market. 

Table of duties —A sack of flour weighs 240 pounds, 
a barrel of American flour 196 pounds; thus a barrel of 
tlour is seren-tenths of a sack by weight. When he sees 
in the price current as follows:— 


A sack of flour Duties on Amer, flour. 


At 70s. equal a barrel at 49s. Od. s. Td. 
At 64s. 418. od. 10s. 0 $d. 
At 66s, . 46s, 3d. 1s. 5 ad. 
At 61s. dds. 9d. — 13s. 7 id. 
At 62s. 43s. 5d. 

At 60s. 42s. Od. 

At 533. 40s. 5d. 

At 56s. 30s. 3d; 

At 5ds. Siso Hl, 

At 525. 26s. 6d. 

At 50s 35s, 0d 


"The last intellizence from England, flour wasselling 
at 66s. a saek, which makes a duty of $2 70 per bar- 
rel on American flour, which amounts to a prohibition, 
so much so, that orders werc received by ths last arri- 
vals, to stop purchases ot over $4 30 in New York; and 
from the first to the tenth of last month, but 6,892 bar- 
rels were exported, which was taken at $4 60. 

Notwithstanding the pohey of England has been 
for years to protect her agricultural indusiry. no coun- 
tervailing protection has been adopted by the United 
States; but on the contrary, duties upon British goods 
nre every year lessening, and many of them are tree of 
duty. The producers of the westare obliged to pay a 
bonus to England for the privilege of trade. H Great 
Britain would receive the breadstulfs of our country, 
on the payment of the same duties which we pay on 
her manufactures, then the farmer would have no just 
cause tur complaint. 

The imporis of the United States, since 1790 to 1840, 
have exceeded the exports $193,159,635 
In the same time there have been but se- 
ven years, that we have exported more 


than we have imported, which was 51,931,205 


$741,526,430 

Seven hundied and forty-one million, five hundred and 
twenty-seven thousand, four hundred and thirty dollurs! ! 
which has been paid Io forcien gations in geld und sil- 
ver over our exports, for articles which could have been 
manulaetured in this country, and withio the last six 
years, acar three hundred muilions of this balance has 
&eerued against us, to say nothing of the two hundred 
milioos of state stacks which bave been sold in Eu- 
rope within the past five years. 

In 1333, the total amount of agricultural productions 
of all descriptions, with the exception of cotton, expart- 
ed to all parts of the world, amounting to only 6,043,065, 
avd the same year silks to the amount of over 25,000,000 
dollars were adipitted ta our poris, free of duty! 

But, we tind we are deviating from our subject, which 


was, to ascertain, as near as we can, the amount of 


lreadstuffs now m the country: 


Bushels. 
Gone to Canada 1,527,425 
f'o foreign countries 1310 4,067,110 
Used by manufacturers 100,000 
Shipping Irom New York since Jan. t 500,000 
se other ports, say 500,000 

Allow for West Indies, and Mexico, which 
we usually supply 4,000,000 
11,095,135 
Wheat raised 66,039,917 
Exported 11,095 175 
Wheat 91,502 


51,091,502 
Other hind of hreadstutfs CRATER Pret) 
312,768,522 
Allowing 10 bushels to cach inhabitant, which is 
double the average in Europe, and we have a surplus 
of 172,090,000 bushels. From which we canclnide, that 
unless there is an increased demand from abroad, pre- 
sent prices of breadstufls will not advance during the 
present season, whatever change may follow the mga- 
thermng of the cnsinug crop. [Detroit Duily Adv. 


ASSOCIATION OF ÅMERICAN GEOLOGISTS. This 
body lormed in 1510, held tts seeond session at the 
hall of the academy ol natural sciences in Broad 
street during the last. week, commencing on Mon- 
day afternoon, and ending about one wWelock on Sa- 
turday. Professor Silliman, chairman lor the pre- 
sent year, presided, “Phe incinbirs present had at 
varions tines beep engaged in general or local geo- 
logical surveys in wa Seotia, Maine, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhede Bland, Connec- 
ucut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Dela- 
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North and South Caro- 
lina, Ohio, Kentucky, Michigan, towa and Wis- 
konsan, together with occasional examinations im 


" 


| 
| 


absence ola few gentlemen having charge of state 
suiveys or reconnoissances, was in à degree com- 
pensated by the observations of those actually pre- 
sent, arid by the deep interest of their several com- 
munications, ‘She opening discourse delivered by 
professor Hitcheock, the chairinan of the tast vear, 
was replete with philosophical views, and with a 
vast variety of important facts which the geological 
surveys of our country have brought to light. This 
discourse is to be immediately put to press. Pa- 
peis were read by several gentleinen, among whom 
were professors Locke of Cincinnati; Beck, of New 
Brunswick, N. J; Vanuxerm, of Bristol, Pa. Tay- 
lor, of Philadelphia; Jackson, of Boston; and we 
believe by some others whose names do not now 
occur to us, These communications, together with 
the proceedings of the association, willatan early 


day be spread belore the public on the pages ol the | 


American Journal of Science, edited by the Messrs. 
Silliman. 

Verbal communications of great interest were 
likewise made by many grntletoen of the associa- 
lion, among whom were Mr. Nicollet, Dr. Rough- 
ton, prof. Mather, prof. Bailey, Dr. Morton, Dr. 
Harlan, P. A. Brown, esq. Mr Hodge, prof. Jobn- 
son, Mr. Redfield, prof. Hubbard, aud probably by 
other members whose names are not now recol- 
lected. The discussions growing out of these se- 
veral stateinents, as well asthose which arose npon 
the various written communications, were prose- 
cuted with an earnestness which zeal in so !mpor- 
fant a cause most inspire, and at the same lime with 


a courtesy which is the natural effect of elevated | 


|| sentiments and liberal puisuits. 


On resigning the chair on Friday evening, pro- 


| fessor Sillunan delivered belore the association and 


a crowded assemblage of intelligent citizens, in the 
new lecture 100m of the academy, a discourse 
which especially instructed and delighted his audi- 
ence. The great outlines of general geology were 
sketched with a masterly hand. The actual con- 
dition of our planet both internal and exicrnal—the 
index to the ages of racks—the periods of acqueous 
action marked hy the depository strata—the curious 
aud wonderful organized beings which once moved 
either on land or in the waters, hut what exist no 
lonzer—the amazing forces which have been at 
work and some ol which are still in action ta modi- 
fy the face of our globe—were a few of the tapies 
which entered into this excellent performance. A 
most interesting relerence was made to the early 


efforts of American geologists. in which a just tri- 


bnte was paid to the late president of the academy, 
Win. Maclure; and the lecture very appropriately 
relerred to his own early eliorts to cultivate geolo- 


gy, at a period when the now splendid cabinet of 


Yale college was all packed ina candle-box and 
brought to Philadelphia to he labelled by the late 
Mr. Seybert. He also ieterred. to the fact that in 
the early part of the present century even London 
contained no means of iurnishing geological in- 
strnetion, 


The next annual meeting is, we understand, to 
be held on the last Monday in April, 1542, in Bos- 
ton. Prof. S. G. Morton of this eny, was chosen 
chairman lor the next year, and Dr. C. J. Jackson, 
of Boston, was inade secretary. 
science have cause to rejoice at the auspicious 
commencement last year, and the still more happy 
repetition on the late occasion of the labors of this 
young and vigorous instituuen, [Vul Gaz. 


THE ARMY. 

A detachment ol United States maines, 78 in 
number, under the coromand of tivutenant Maddox, 
veaehed Norlolk on the 15tb ult. from Washington, 
A part of them are intended for the ship Detaware, 
and the balance as a guard for the navy yard, 

Indian trouble. ‘Ihe Wiskonsan liquirer says: 
“An express artived al Forts Crawford and Winne- 
bago, a day or two since, fiom Fort Snelling, with 
ihe intelligence that the warriors of the Sioux hibe 
of Indians were collecting in great numbers, in the 
vicinity of the last mentioned military station, and 
meditated an attack opon the ganison, A company 
of dragoons trom Fort Craw tod, and a company ol 
infantry Irom Winnebago, have been ordered, we 
understand, to St. Peters, to assis( in the defence 
of the post. 


THE NAVY. 

Exploring expedition—Curtusilies. It is stated 
that the ship Lausanne, which ariived last week 
lioin the Sandwieh [stands brought bome over two 
hundred packages, barrels, boxes, &e. of curiosities 
ol all kinds from the exploring expedition, whieh 
have been forwarded to Washington to be placed 
in the national collection there. The annexed pa- 
ragraph whieh we find in the Sandwich Hslatids Po- 


elher states, The regret felt at the unavoidable | lynesiau of Nov. 14th, rclates to the same subjects 


The friends of 


Novel branch of national industry, OF late the 
natives have driven a brisk trade with the gentle- 
inen of the scientific corps, for the purchase ol bugs, 
shells, corals, and ail the creeptig ond Ay ing things 
they could lay hands upon. One native otiered a 
lot of large centipedes for sale, about twenty or so, 
all alive and kicking, which he had strung by shp- 
nooses upon a stick, like a necklace, showing them 
round with quite a triumphant air,as they hung 
cheek hy jowl, “locked io fond embrace." They 
put us in mind of the man who having come across 
a man dead (drunk) in the street, tied huo up in a 
bag and took him to a dissector's for sale, “Why,” 
says the professional gentleman, as the body gave 
some signs of returning animation, “he’s alive.” 
“Il know it,” says the seller, “keep hit and kill 
him when you want him.’ — [.N. Y. Jour. Com. 

Melancholy casualty. The Portsmouth (Va.) 
Chronicle gives the following particulars of a most 
painful event which occurred at the navy yard at 
that place on Thursday might. “Our whole com- 
munity were paralyzed with amazement this morn- 
ing to learn that fieutenant W. B. Lyne, ol the U, 
States navy, was accidently drowned last night dur- 
ing his watch on board the Pennsylvania. From 
what we can learn it seers that he had got out 
upon the mizzen chains to lovk tor something and 
making a wistep, or his feet slipping, he fell over- 
hoard; before a beat could reach hiin, he had sunk 
to rise no imore. It is suppose that he must have 
been stunned by the fall; otherwise, being an ex- 
cellent swimmer, he would have sustained himself 
n the water until assistance could have reached 
jm. 

We are too greatly shocked by the suddenness of 
this awful event, to be able to speak of the deceased 
as his excellence deserves. A universal lavorite 
among our citizens, without an enemy in the wide 
wold, his loss will long be mourned by all who 
koew his manly worth. The service lias lost a 
brilliant ornament; the comrounity a most excellent 
citizen; his partner a most kind and indulgent hus- 
band. To ber theevert must be one of overpower- 
ing agony. We trust that among the many who 
appreciate his manly virtues, some one will favor 
us with a merited tribute to him who is gone, and 
gone forever? 


STATES OF THE UNION. 

AGDICULTURAL RANK OF THE SEVERAL STATES. 

It seems horo a recent statistical statement, that 
lhe rank of the several slates in agricultural pro- 
ductions, is as follows: 

In wHear—Ist, Ohio; 2d, Pennsylvania; 3d, N. 
York. 

In INDIAN conN—Ist, Tennessee; 2d, Virginia; 


| 3d, Ohio. 


The result in Kentucky are not given, il is pos- 
sible she might be second or thiid, 

ln PoTATOES—]sl, New Yok; 2d, Maine; 3d. 
Pennsylvauia. 

In corToN— lst, Mississippi; 2d, Alabama; 3d, 
Georgia. 

In ropacco—Ist, Tennessee; 2d, Maryland; 3d, 
Virginia. 

In woot—lIst, New York; 2d, Ohio; 3d, Ver- 
mont. 

in swine—Jst, Tennessec; 2d, Ohio; 3d, Ken- 
tucky, probably. 

In LumBeRn—lIst, New York; 2d, Maine. 

Louisiana, of course, 1aises the most sUGAR.— 
But there are immense quanti'its of maple or 
country sugar made in New York, Ohio, and other 
states. 

Looking at the above rank of the leading states 
in eight of the principal aiticles of agricultural pro- 
duction, some curious facts may be inferred, 

First: Of all the states in the nion, that whieh 
probably bas, and admits of in future, the most va- 
1ious productiau, (nol the greatest. aggregate). is 
Tennessee. The reason of this will be obvious 
from zn inspection of the map. The state embra- 
ces both. northern and southern productions, the 
most fertile land and the most abundant mineral 1e- 
sources. 

Secondly: The state capable of sustaining the 
largest population, is Ohio. ‘This is obvious tom 
her position. in relerence fo wheat, corn, hogs, 
wool, and many other productions, which are es- 
sential to the sustenance of buman lile. 

Thirdly: The state which at this time produces — 
the most in aggregate’ value, is New York, This | 
is owing to the combination of capital, experience | 
and population, 

Looking to the means of sustaining a very great | 
population in agriculture, and again giving employ- | 


lment to numerous manulacturers at howe and , 


abroad, to supply that population, Ohio stands i 
ahead of every other state; and ttis this great tact, | 
united with powerful moral causes, which has given | 
it such an extiao;dinary growth. Fertile alluvial : 
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lands have, over the whole earth, been the seat of 
the densest populations, aud the most flourishing 
empires. 

NEW JERSEY. 

The New Jersey Methodist Episcopal conference 
convened at Newark, on Wednesday morning, 28th 
ult. bishop Hedding presiding. About one hundred 
and twenty five preachers were in atlendance. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The relief bill. Alter a protracted disenssion of 
the bill forthe relief ofthe banks and the state treasu- 
ry, it was passed in the senate by a vote of 17 to 14; 
in tlie house it passed by a strict party vote, but be- 
ing vetoed by the governor, the same bill, substan- 
tially, was introduced and passed both branches of 
the legislature by the constitutional majority in 
each, and has therelore becoroe a law. It passed 
in the house by a large majority, the vote being 
ayes 62 lo 28 negatives. 

VIRGINIA, 

Election. The result of the election in this state 
for members of congress, is the choice of ten whigs, 
ten Van Burenites, and ooe described as indepen- 
dent, or, more properly, nentral, 

The election for state senators has resulted ina 
gain of one senator for the whigs; and of the house 
o[ delegates it is now believed that the majority is 
with the whigs, 

An exact statement of the names of the members 
of congress, and af the vote for delegates, shall be 
given to our readers when our friends at Richmond 
publish them, (Nu. Int. 

KENTUCKY. 

Great military encainpment. The Lonisville le- 
gion held a meeting on last Monday evening, for 
the purpose of making early arrangements for a! 
splendid celebration on the fourth of July. The 
whole lores of the legion is to be bronght ont and | 
eucampei in the vicinity of the city the week pre- 
vious to the fourth. All the independent compa- 
nies of Kentucky, of Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Nash- 
ville, St. Louis, &c. are to he invited to join in the 
celebration. The officers of the legion have al- 
ready commenced extensive preparations, and we 
anticipaie one of the inost splendid military assein- 
blages that ever met in the western country. 

[ Lauisvilte Adv. 

Park business ut Louisville. We learn from the 
Jonrnal, that Messis. A. S. White & Co. of Louis- 
ville, slaughtered this year 21,000 hogs, and put up 
1,700 kegs of lard. They have been engaged in the 
pork business three years—the first year they put 
up 19,000 hogs, and the second year 11,000.— 
Messrs. Thomas & Maxcy, the only other packing 
house in Louisville, put up the preseut year about 
11,000 hogs. 

ILLINOIS. 

The true state of fucts—State credit, Much un- 
just censure has heen bestowed on the last legisla- 
ture, which is the result of ignorance of what the 
legislature «dil do fo sustain the credit of tlie state. 
We notice that the New York papers are full of 
articles calculated deeply to injure the people ot 
this state, anf which are fonnded on sheer igno- 
rance of the avts of the last session, We will sum up 
the facts, as they actually exist, The acts of the 
late session contain the following provisions: 

l. The revenue is raised filty per cent. to be ex- 
elusively applied to the payineut. of interest on 
state indebtedness. 

2, The rate of valuation on tand is fixed so that 
no land cati be valued at less that three dollars per 
acre, 

3. The new lani becoming subject to taxation 
will of itself raise the revenue $50,000 per annui 
for the next five years. 

4. Another law increases the interest one per 
cent. upon all loans which have been or may he ne- 
gociated in the Bank of Illinois and State Bank of 
lliinois, iu which banks the state has $3,000,000 of 
stock. 

5. Anolher provision requires both banks to pay 
a bonus of one-hall per cent. on their whole capital 
stock into the state treasury, to he also applied to 
the payment of interest on the publie debt. 

6. Another provision requires the State Bank of 
Ilinois to purchase honds at par lo the amount of 
$50,000 semi-annually for two years, to aid in pay- 
ing the interest on the state debt. 

7. A law of last year authorises the commission- 
ers af the Illinois and Michigan canal to sell land to 
pay interest on the canal debt, 

8. Another provision requires, in case the reve- 
nue from all these sources is insutficient to pay 
the interest on the whole publie debt, that the fund 
commisstoner shall sell bonds at the market price 
to any amount sulficient to make up the interest. 

Now, we ask, what more the legislature could 
have done to sustain the eredit of the state? We 
say they have amply sustained it, and we hope the 


croakings in New York against lilinois will cease 
in luture. [Stute Register. 


FUNERAL HONORS TO GEN. IIARRISON, 
LATE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Monday the 26th of April, 1841, will be forever 
memorable in the annals of Baltimore. On that day 
were celebrated by her inhabitants, the funeral obse- 
mes of the first president ot the United States, that 
Ae during his term of service. General Harrison 
had but jnst taken possession of the chair of state as- 
sizned him by the voice of a free and a powerful peo- 
ple, when a voice more potent than theirs called upon 
him to abandon it forever. Ere he could unfold the 
»urpo-es of weighty import, that must have occupied 
his most anxious thoughts, in view of the arduous du- 
ties that devolved upon him, he was called by the 
irresistable fiat of Omnipotence, to exchange the robes 
of office for the hahinmentsof the grave. Of him it | 
might be properly said. that he was one wno, “after he 
had served his own generation, by the will of Gud fell 
asleep," tor by His will, histerm of service was clearly 
atanend. By such au occurrence, so sudden, £o un- 
looked for, so novel in this country, and without pre- 
cedent in the history of our national government, the 
whole people were astounded; they stood aghast and 
could scarcely believe in the reahty of the visitation; 
bor was it wonderful that, wider such circuoistaaces, 
and with snch feelings of astonishment and of grief, 
many should he for a time bewildered, hardly know- 
ing what to du, or how best io do honor to the illus- 
trious dead. But the suspended faculiies soon re- 
covered their wonted energies, partisan feelings fled 
from every bosom, party spirit hid its demon bead as 
if in very shame, and. afl—all, without distinction of 
any kind, either private or public, social, political or 
professional, united as with one heart and with one 
soul, to make publie manifestation of their grief for a 
national bereavement. However some might have 
been disposed to view general Harrison living, as the 
chief of an opposing aod victorious party, they could 
see nothing in general Uarrison dead, but the chief 
magistrate of a free, powertul and happy nation, one 
who as a private man was known ro be of an amiable 
and benevolent disposition, who in his public capacity 
had served his country well, asa patriot, a soldier and 
a statesman, and whose unexpected demise gave an 
emphatic Hlustvaiion of the truth, that 
“The paths of glory lend but to the grave.” 


The people of Baltimore, who are ever ready to ren- 
der all due honor to those who deserve it at their coun- 
try’s hands, bad appointed Monday as a day on which 
to evince in a. publie manner, their sense of ilie na- 
tional loss, and to honor, by funeral ceremonies, the 
memory of the distinguished deceased. ‘To convey by 
the pen to those who were nut spectators of the pro- 
ceedings, a [ull and perfect idea of the scene present- 
ed hy the city on that day, appears to us impossible. 
To be filly realised, it must have been witnessed; but 
that s me measure ot justice may he done to Balti- 
more, we shall attempt a descripnon for the infoinia- 
tion of the country at large. 

Day-break was announced bv several discharges of 
artillery; aod minute guns were fired during the march 
of the procession, by detachments from the company 
of Junior artilerists, captain Klunk, and the Eagle 
artilerists, captain Branson, at Fairmount and How- | 
ard’s Park, 

The weather wus well suited to the occasion. The 
morning sky was dark aud gloomy, as if in sympathy j 
at once with the feelings of the people and the ap- 
pearance of the city, which on the line of the proces- | 
sion, aml in most of the principal streets, was literally 
shronded in the sable habiliments cf woe. Apprc- 
hensions of rain were felt for a short time, but soon 
ceased, and at two o'clock. tbe sun came pariialiy out 
lora time, asif to witness ihe. doings on earth, and 
then shrouded hiniself again in his suinbie cloak, 

At an early hour, all the streets of the city began to 
pour out them inhabirants, of both sexes and of ali 
aves. From the hoary grandsire and grandioother, 
down to the child just able to walk, nay, to “the in- 
fant in crnis’—all were to be seen moving towards the 
line of the procession; and at about nine o'clock, not 
less than sixty thousand persons were abroad, partici- 
pators im the ceremonies and spectators included. 
Along the whole line of the procession, the sidewalks 
were completcly jammed with persons anxious to wit- 
ness the solemn and imposing ceremony of the pro- 
ecssion. The windows were all filled with human 
heads, and even the topsof the houses, wherever it 
was possible to retain a position on them, were occu- | 
pied. 'lhe beautyof the eny was there in the full 
toree ef numbers; but the fair hands that a brief space 
since waved whie handkerchiefs in honor of the 
living chieftain, now either supported the blanched | 
cheek, or hung listlessly dawn among the sable folds 
that draped the windows whence they viewed the sad 
scene passing before them, in ali the solemn pageantry 
of woe. ‘The note of rejoring that, a few month since, 
rent the startled an and “made the welkin ring," was 
hushed, and silence presided over the seene, disturbed 
only by the measured tread of fifieen thousand men, 
the tap of the muffled drum, or the solemn. music of 
the funeral march. Al! seemed to feel the influence ol 
the hour, 

“And woman's eye was wet, man’s cheek was pale.” 


1 


To convey a right conception of the appearance of 
the city, by a. detail of the nionzulmg de orauons, if 


the expression be admissible, would seem to be impos- 
sible, even if space and time gave opportunity. All 
we ean say then is, that all the flags in the city and in 
port were at half-mast through the day, and dressed in 
crape, the Washington and Battle monuments were 


| in eurning, as were the various pubbe buildings, the 


principal hotels, the shot towers, the engine houses of 
the fire companies, the places of miecting of the va- 
tons Societies, associations, &c.; and the houses of 
thousands of our citizens were almost hid trom view 
amid festoons of crape and black muslin. Weeping 
willows hung en manya front; portraits of the lamented 
deceased were m numerous instances suspended in 
frout of the houses, covered with erape and surround. 
ed with wreaths of honorable and affectionate Imports 
and various devices und mottoes appeared, expressive 
of the general feeling, among which were conspicuous 
the last words of the deceased patriot—"I wish you to 
understand the principles of the government—I wish 
them carried out—I ask nothing more"—*"a nation 
mourns her chiet,” &c. &c. but a detailed account of 
them all cannot be given; it mnst suffice to sav, that 
griet never before clothed itself with mare of taste, sige 
niicaney and solemnity. The bells of the churches 
and engine houses were tolled during the progress of 
the ceremonies; all business was SES from and 
after nine o'clock, aud all places of public amusement 
were closed throughout the day and evening. We 
€nnnot pow stop to dilate upon the lesson taught by 
the day's proceedings, to the enemies of free govern- 
ment, and to those who base calculations on a disrup- 
ton of the bonds of onr union, on the existence of 
what they suppose fatal divisious among us; neither 
can we spare space to speak in fitting terms and at 
length, of the gratifying revivalof the ancient military 
sprt among our domestic troops, as evinced by the 
‘turn out” va this occasion, Of these things we may 
speak hereafter; at present we must attend to 


‘THE rrocession. This moved from Charles{ street 
abont hali past ten o'elock, down Baltimore street cas- 
terly, the various military companies, societies and as- 
suciatious falling into the hne, as ir moved, the last con- 
necting with it in Bond street, and the whole line being 
not less than three miles in length, marching eight 
abreast, in the following order: 

First division—Charles M. Keyser, esq. chief mar- 
shal, with his aids, colonel Solomon IfTillen, ir. lieut, S. 
K. George, captain William H. Watson, S. T. Thomp- 
son, esq. captain J. Willey, captain J. H. Milhken. 
These were followed by the military escort, nnder com- 
mand of major general George H. Steuart, and com- 
posed of troops of the 5th regiment, being commanded 
hy colonel Hickman, and of the 53d, by lieut. colunel 
Iotlinan, and troops from other places as follows: The 
Maryland Cadets, captain Newman; the First Balti- 
more Invincibles, captain Watson; the German Yea- 
gers, captain Frederick; the Patapsco Patriots, captain 
Swain, from Ellieot's Mills; the Nano Guards, cap- 
tain Presstman, preceded by a band of music; the In- 
dependent Greys, captain Law; the National Blues, 
trom Washington, District of Columbia, commanded 
by heutenant Tucker; the Columbian Artillery, of 
Washington. D. C. represented by lieutenant Queen, 
(this company has revived the old. revolutionary uni- 
torm) the Eagle Arulicrists, captaio Branson; the How- 
ard Volunteers, fiom  Ellieot's Mills, commanded by 
culouel Carroll, of the 32d regiment; the First Ward 
City Guards, captain J. A. Robb; the Independent 
Blues, captain Lilly, preeeded by their band; the Ma- 
rion Gnards, captain Hewitr; the Eutaw Infantry, cap- 
tain Keyser, commanded. by lieutenant—-——; the 
German Guards, captain B. Brandt, preceded by pio- 
neers with axes, &c.; the Junior Guards, captain Ro- 
ney; the Junior Arullorists, captain Khink; “the old 
First Baltimore Light Infantry, captain Danakei; this 
emapany was the life guards cf sencral Washington 
on the western expedinon;” the ey Horse Guards, 
captain Davies; and captain Riugeld's company of 
United States Flying Artillery, from fort McHenry, 
with music. 

Second division—Acssistant marshals, colonel H. 
MekKinneli, David Cushing and John. H. O'Donnell; 
major general John S. Smith and aids; officers of the 
army and navy of the United States; officers of the 
milina of Maryland; brigade general C, O'Donnell and 
aids; officers of the City Guards of Baltimore; officers 
and soldiers of the late war; defenders of Fort Mc- 
Henry, and officers and soldiers of the battle of North 
Point; detachment of the United States seamen, un- 
der command. of Hentenant commanding G. N. Hol- 
lins, United States navy. The defenders of Fort Me- 
Henry, and the officers and soldiers of the battle of 
North Point, had a banner of white satin, on which was 
inscribed the words—"the surviving defenders of Bal- 
timore in the last wai;" and their old colors were furl- 
ed and shrouded in crape, and borne by Mr. John 
Lester, the same who bore them on the day of battle, 


| and who received several wounds in their defenee.— 


They numbered nearly four hundred, and attracted 
very especial interest, both along the hue of march, and 
at Mount Vernon, where they termed the inner line in 
the shape of a crescent, next to the funeral cai—an 
honorable positiun, aud a just tribute of respeetto those 
who “in the day and hour of danger,” had placed them- 
selves as a harrier between their ety and a powerful in- 
vading host, and stoail 


“Between their lov'd homes and the war's desolation,” 


i ivision— Assistant marshals, eaptain Charles 
Third di Assistant hal ptain Charles 
Howard, Let Ensey and William S. Browning; orator 


aw 
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of the day; officiating clergymen, and chairman of the 
committee of arrangements, in an open barouche, with 
the reverned clergy 1n several carriages. ‘These were 
very numerous, and it was highly gratifying to see 
them meet together on the common ground of death's 
territory, without respect to ereed or party, to do 
honor to a deceased fellow being, and a distinguished 
patriot. 

Fourth division— Assistant marshals, colonel Owen 
Bouldin and C. Hughes Armistead, led this division, in 
which was the 

FUNERAL CAR. , 

Thia was drawn by six white horses led by six 
grooms, white men, dressed after the Turkish fashion 
with white jackets nnd long loose trowsers of the same 
color, gathered by a ranning cord at the ankle; white 
turbans with black intertwined, and blaek sashes with 
white rosettes. T'he car—tbe same that bore the body 
of the deceased president to the tomb in whieh it was 
then reposing—was an object of especial interest. lts 
form was an oblong square, the top abont four feet 
from the ground. It was placed on four wheels, and 
was covered with black silk velvet, which fell in thick 
folds around its sides, bordered and festooned with 
black crape, fastened with rosettes of the same mate- 
rial, and the top bestrewn with flowers. On the car 
lay a coffin, made to resemble that which held the re- 
mains of the deceased, covered with a black silk velyet 

all, with gold binding, fringes and tassels. On the coffin 
ay a small silken flag of the U. States, with the national 
constitution and a sword, as if to indicate the civil 
and military character of the deceased, anda wreath 
emblematical of the honors he had won, and that had 
been accorded to him by his eountry. Immediately in 
the rear of the car, followed the horse on which the 
deceased rode, on the day of his inauguration as pre- 
sident. He was comparisoned as n war horse, with 
pistols in holsters, and a pair of military hoots and 
spurs reversed in the stirrups; he was also covered with 
pack housings, and led by a groom, dressed in Turk- 
ish costume, with white turban, black scarf and white 
rosettes. 

The eat was accompanied on eitherside, and fullow- 
ed by captain Samuel C. Owings’ company of Inde- 
pendent Light Dragoons, as a guard of honor; to 
which suceceded several carriages containing the pall 
bearers. 

The fifth division—Under the direction of marshals 
colonel William F. Giles and Charles Il. Pitts, esq. 
was composed exclusively of carriages, of which there 
were nearly one hundred, making of course an im- 
portant addition to the length of the line. though 
the occasion permitted little display in this depart- 
ment. 

In the open barouches at the head of the line rode 
the honorable Mr. Ewiug, secretary of the treasury; 
the honorable Mr. Granger, postmaster general; the 
honorable Roger B. Taney, chief justice of the United 
States; honorable U.S Meath, United States judge of 
the district of Maryland; major general Scott, brigadier 
general Towson, adjutant general Jones, of the army; 
commodore Ballard; captains Mayo and Geisinger and 
lieutenant. Davis, of the navy, and other distinguish- 
ed citizens, accompanied by the committee of recep- 
tion. 

In one of the private close carriages, of whieh we 
were pleased to see a goodly number, we observed a 
lady the one “solitary and alone” in the whole line of 
the procession. 

Letters were reecived by Z. Collins Lee, csq. ehair- 
man of the committee of invitation, from president 
Tyler, governor Grason, honorable. Danie) Webster, 
secretary of state of the United States, honorable John 
Bell, secretary of war; honorable G. E. Badger, secre- 
tary of the navy; and major general Alexander Ma- 
comb, commander-in-chief, accounting for their ina- 


bidity to attend, and expressive of regret at their una- | 


voidable absence. The pressure of public bosiness 
was the cause of absence in the case of all, except go- 
vernor Grason; who had not then sofficiently recover- 
ed from his illness, to be able to take a part in the pro- 
cession, or to witness the ceremonies. 

The sixth division, conducted hy marshals colonel 
Alexander Smith and W m. II. Norris, esq. was led by 
U.S. senators and members of congress. Senators and 
members of the legislature of Maryland, a small party 
jn decp mourning. 

The society of Cincinnati, also limited in numbers, 
withoot any characteristie emblems of the association 
aucceeded, and were followed by an equally small and 
venerable few pointed out to as by the order of proces- 
sion whom we did not fiil to recognize as the officers 
and soldiera of the revolution. 


After this honorable but dwindled remnant of the 
iron days of onr nation’s history, followed a highly re- 
spectahle, though sinall party, comprised of the eonsu- 
lar representation ol foreign nativos. They bad no par- 
ticular badge of designation, but wore the customary 
emblem of the national calamity—crape around the left 
arm. 

Next in order came his honor Samuel Brady, esq. 
mayor of the city ol Baltimore, accompanied by twelve 
members of the city council, and immediately. after 
them, about forty of the various officers of the eorpora- 
tion, wearing the universal token of mourning. Several 
members of the council were in other parts of the pro- 
cession in different cupacitics, and we believe. nearly, 
if not all the municipal body was in the line. 

A very imposing section succecdrd the city officers, 
composed of judges of the courta in the city, county 


and state in general 3 number of gentlemen of the 
bar aud stadents at Jaw, all arrayed in deep mourning. 
They were followed by the regents of the Maryland 
university, and the trustees and regents of the Wash- 
ington university,also dressed exclusively in black, and 
wearing crape on the hat and arm. Next came the 
gentlemen of the medical faculty, accompanied by the 
students of medicine in the various public and private 
instications of the city, all in deep mourning. The of- 
ficers and students of the Maryland institute of educa: 
tion, came next, followed by the colleetor and the of- 
ficers of customs, also habited in the same sable uni- 
form of woe; the division was closed by a considerable 
body of the sons of the ocean, comprising a highly re- 
spectable party of captains and officers of vessels, a 
goodly number of that hardy, daring and invaluable 
class, who may be denominated amphibious citizens— 
the pilots of Baltimore, and a large detachment of ma- 
riners from the craft in port. here was nothing to 
diversify this division but a band of musie and a large 
national flag; the general appearance of the whole was 
remarkably inipressive from the almost unbroken shade 
of black which prevailed. 

The seventh division, under the direction of marshals 
Messrs. Robert A. Dobbin and C. D. Slingluff, con- 
sisted of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, whose 
(number and characteristie display constituted an ex- 
tremely interesting feature of the procession. First in 
the line was the Union lodge, preceded by a banner 
borne by Mr. James Pascall. Inscription, on one side 
“Union lodge No. 16, F. P. Balmore,” and on the re- 
verse, the device “Hand in Hand,” with the motto “In 
Union is Strength.” One hunderd members were in 
the line. 

After them came captain Roundtree’s excllent band, 
in uniform, playing the admirable dirge dedicated to the 
memory of cen. Harrison, and composed for the ocea- 
sion by Dielman. The hand mastered its full strength, 
consisting of cighteen Instruments. 

Jetlerson lodge No. 9, under the marshalship of Mr. 
John S. Brashears, followed, with fifty members. A 
banner having on one side a portrait of Jeflerson, and 
on the otber a figure of Hope, was borne by Mr. S. 
| Conoway. 
| The Marion lodge No. 8, eame neyt, under Mr. H. 
|W. Hook, as marshal. The banner having on one 
| side the name of the lodge, and on the other an elegant 
| device, with the motto “Friendship, Love and Truth,” 
| was borne by Mr. Alexander Owen. Thirty members 

were in atteidence. 

Harmony lodge No. 6. followed, Mr. John E. Stewart, 
marshal. A banner bearing on one side the name of 
the lodge, and on the other an appropriate device, with 
the motto “Friendship, Benevolence and Brotherly 
Love,” was borne by Mr. Elijah Jarvis, and followed 
by fifty members. 

Gratitude lodge No. 5, was next in succession, with 
seventy members, under the marshalsbip of Mr. Elisha 
Jean. Mr. Henry Kone bore the banner, which had 
on one aide the name of the lodge, and on the other an 
altar, surmounted by a flaming heart, and encircled by 
a cornucopia. 

The line was here diversified by the introduction of 
of Metz's band, playing Dielman’s admirable dirge. 

The William Tell lodge, No. 4, followed. This 
lodge is composed chiefly, if not altogether, of Ger- 

mans, and turned out with seventy members, marshal- 
ed by Mr. D. Pralle. The banner, expressing the name 
of the lodge and a well executed figure of Tell in the 
act of shooting at the apple on his son’s head, was 
borne by Mr. Bourke. 

The Columbia lodge No. 3, headed by n beatiful 
banner, on one side having a figure of Moses descend- 
ingfrom Mount Sinai with the tablets of stone; and on 
the other of Mount Horeh, with a representation of 

having pat the sandals from his feet, encircled 
by the spiritual sentence, The spot whereon thon 
standeth is holy ground.” lt was borne by Mr. Peter 

Galloway. There were sixty members in the line, 
uer the direction of Mr. John L. Thompson, as mnr- 
shal. 

Franklin lodge No. 2, followcd, with a banner borne 
by Mr. Edward Grimes, having a bust of Franklin 
painted thereon, with the name of the ludge and the 
date of its formation. Marshal, Mr. John C. Bokce, 
with sixty-nine members. 

Washington lodge, No. 1, was next, with a. similar 
banner to the preceding, exeept the likeness, which was 

of the “Father of his eountry," borne by Mr. James 
Seargeant. ‘There were lifiy-six members in attend- 
ance, under Mr. Seth Pollard, as marshal. 

The excellent marine band. from the marine corps, 
Washington, under the command of col. Henderson, 
who despatched them for the occasion, were here in- 
trodacd into the line. They worea red uniform, and 
erape upon the arm and on the instruments; the band 
numbered eighteen men, and performed a funeral 
march composed for the day, by their leader, Mr. Rap- 
hual Tay. A good thing, and well played. 

The Kneampment of Patriarchs followed with a 
velvet hanner, bearing their title inscribed in letters of 
gold—borne by Mr. J. J. Stewart, There were fifty 
members, marshaled by Mr. Loami Burgess. 

The grand lodge of Maryland walked next in order, 
with their hanner indicating their station, borne hy Mr. 
George Waterton; there were one hundred members in 
the line, with their marshal, Mr. J. B. Emory. 

„Here followed the insignia borne by members, con- 
sisting of the globes, hour glass, fasces, cornucupix, 
brazen serpent, olive branch and tha srk, supported by 
twenty-four members of the grand lodge; on one side 


were earried foor ram’s horns, and on the other three. 
The Bible upon a triangolar velvet cushion shrouded in 
crape, and open atthe ninetieth psalm, was borne by 
three members. 

The order was closed by the grand lodge of the 
United States, comprising twelve members, having at 
their head P. G. S. Thomas Wildey, the father of the 
institution in this country, attended by D. G. S. Robert 
Nelson. 

The whole line of the Odd Fellows was of eourse in 
the fol] dress of the otder, and every lodge carried its 
complete insignia, but all shrouded in crape. They 
were, as a body, under the direction of eapt. Samuel 
pacas, whom they appointed to act as their chief mar- 
shal. 

The T. O. O. F. were sueceeded by a highly respec- 
table section, and one which possessed particular at- 
traction for us. Tt was the Baltimore Typographical 
association, and consisted of about seventy-three mem- 
bers, all dressed in blaek, and weanng crape upon the 
hat and arm. Upon the left breast each wore a crape 
rosette, the centre of which was oceupied by a minia- 
ture of the lamented Harrison, and from which waa 
suspended with a black ribbon, a polished “rule,” ge- 
nerally of steel, though sometimes of silver. They 
were distinguished by one of the most beautifut ban- 
ners in the line, painted by T. Ruekle, esq. Upon one 
side, painted on a white satin ground, is a. pedestal 
supporting the bust of Franklin, surmounted by a 
scroll inscribed with the words “Franklin our guide.” 
On the base of the pedestal, “Benjamin Franklia, born 
1706, died 1790.” Upon the dexter side of the figure, 
Fame, with trumpet lifted to the lip, appears, and on 
the sinister, Minerva stands, and points towards her 
favored son. At the foot of the pedestal the national 
eagle is seen, with pinions half upraised and the eye 
inclined upward. Beneath, upon a seroll are the 
words, “Baltimore Typographical society, instituted 
A.D. 1831.” The reverse of the banner is of a leaf 

reen, and presents the piess, surmounted by an eagle, 
folding in its beak a scroll bearing the apt quotation, 
“the tyrant’s foe, the people's fiiend.” Below, also 
upon a scroll, is inscribed the motto, "printing, the art 
preservative of all arts." 

Next to them came another section, whose appear- 
ance was in the highest degree respectable and appro- 
priate, and commanded the silent approval of every 
eye. It was the Mercantile Library association, num- 
bering one hundred and twenty-five members in the 
line, all arrayed in full suits of mourning, wearing 
badges and the usual crape. They were headed by 
the president, J. Morrison Harris, esq. preceded by a 
banner, inscribed with their title, and the period of 
id institution, Nov. 1839, borne by Mr. James How- 
nrd. 

The officers and students of Saint Mary's college, 
commonly known as the seminary in the western part 
of the city, were here designated by a rich banner 
bearing on one side their name, and on the reverse the 
words "formed 1799; raised to the rank of university 
1805." They were all dressed in black, and wore tha 
solemn erape emblems of the day. 

They were followed by the German society of Ma- 
ryland, numbering about eighty, distingaished by a 
banner, indicating their tide, &c. In their midst was 
borne upon a bier a large urn, being an excellent imi- 
tation of marble. Upon the square base in letters of 
gold, were the words “the German society of Mary- 
land,” and the body of the urn, in the same style of 
lettering, “in memory of the good president.” It was 
shrouded with a veil of black gauze. 

The St. Andrews society came next, designated by 
a handsome banner, exhibiting their tutelar saint bear- 
ing a eruss.. The members ot whom there were se- 
venty-four in line, wore plaid scarfs, and in the shoul- 
der knot of each a sprig of broom, thesymbol of death. 
“Auld Scotia” has some honorable representatives 
amongst us, and we did not fail to observe that the 
plaid in one instance, and for one day, took preeedence 
of the ermine, a worthy judge of onr city court, hnving 
na P occasion donned tlie emblem of that roman- 
uc land. 

Next to them came the Hibernian society of Mary- 
land, with a pluin green banner without device or 
word. Jt seemed to be a fair field upon which the his- 
tory of the Emerald Isle was yet to be written by her 
sons. ‘The members were in number thirty-mne, a 
great many of them being engaged in other parts of tha 
procession, as indeed, was the ease with every society. 
They wore scarfs of green silk, nrranged with erape. 

After them followed the Oliver Hibernian Frea 
school, with a small banner indicating tlie date of its 
foundation, &c. with one hundred and twelve youths 
in line. 

Then the bright tri-color of “la helle Frnnce,” cap- 
tivated the eye, a broad sheet of which, surmounted by 
a eock, shrouded in crape, was borne by Mr. Louis 
Milhau, in advance of the French Citizens’ nssocia- 
tion, of which there were fifty-two members. They 
wore a crape rosette npon the left breust, in the centre 
of which was observed the beloved tri-eolor, thc em- 
blem of that freedom so desr to the Frenchman's 
heart — 'T'hisassociation was preceded by an excellent 
band of music, and closed the division. 

The eighth division, directed by marshals Messra. 
Wesley Cowles and O. C. Tiffany, was almost exelu- 
sively composed ol literary societies, first of which came 

The Monumental Lyceum, an association of young 
men who nssemble fur the objects proposed, in Exeter 
street. They nambered eighty-five members, under 
their president, Mr. Jua. C. Nimmo. A beautisul bane 
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ner, painted by Mr. L. T. Voigt, was borne by Messrs. | 


C. H. Lutzand W. T. Ligiitner. On one side was the 
name and peried of their institution, August 23:h, 
1838. On the reverse ts to be seen the Batile monument, 
in front of which is a female figure, surrounded by vari- 
ous emblems oi literature, science and art, pointing to 
a constellation in the heavens representing a pen. 
very appropriate device. 

They were followed by the Patrick Henry lyceum, 
with a banner bearing irs name and date of institution, 
* A. D. 1837," and about forty members. 

Nextto thein came the Elk Ridge Landing lycenm, 
with a rich bine silk banner, having. inscribed thereon 
the name of the. association, with the period of its in- 
stiiution, A. D. 1534, and of its incorporation, 1536.— 
There were about fifty members in the line. 

. The Madison lyceutn, compused of youths, number- 
ing about sixty, were nextin order, and bore a small 
national banner. : 

. The Western lycenm succeeded them, and the divi- 
sion was closed with the Young Mens Central society 
with banner. 

The ninth division, nader the direction of marshals 
Messrs. H. R Laudermanand R.M. Welch, was in- 
troduced by a body of men of no lile importance at 
the present day, although their banner impressed us 
with the notion that there was a time when their art 
was in too little demand; we allude to 


The Balumore Tailors association, which, preceded | 


by a hand of musie, was distinguished by a banner 
having un one side a representation of Adam and Eve 
iu their first suit of clothes, aud on the other the arms 
of the association, with the suitable inscription, “I was 
naked and ye clothed me.” The society presented in 
numbers and appearance, no incousiderable item in 
the procession. 

They weie followed by the Chair Makers’ society, 
numerously atteided, and designated hy a banner 
bearing the arms of the craft, the centre of which was 
occupied hy a char, with the inserption beneath, ‘aa 
emblem we display." A band of music succeeded 
them, and preceded the long line of the 

Washington. Benetivial society, which was distin- 
guished by a banner bearing a bust of Washington; the 
members wore a badge indicating their membership, 
and imprinted hke their Hag with a bust of the great 
and good man whose name they have assumed. The 
usual emblems of mourning were invariably worn. 

The Calvert Beneficial society closed the division 
with about one hundied and sixty members in the line, 
headed hy n banner exhibiting their title and the date 
of their origin. 

The tenth division, conducted by marshals Messrs. 
J.J. Turner and Levi Fahnestock, was introduced, 
and composed almost entirely of 

The fire department of the city of Baltimore, under 
the direction of general Anthony Miltenberger, as 
chief marshal, assisted by the president of the depart- 
inent, Mr. Jesse Hunt, and a more gratifying spectacle 
throughont the line, did not present itself to the spectator. 
As phalanx atter phalanx of these soldiers of peace— 
these conservators of hfe and property against the ra- 
vages of a common enemy—passed under our gaze, 
we could but creditthem with a general feeling of zra- 
ttude, which we were assured their appearance would 
kindle in the minds of every beholder., How readily 
did we forgive them ull their faibles and all their faults, 
aud silently acknowledge how little we had to complain 
of, when weighed agaist the incalculable evils from 
which this volunteer host was manifestly able, and al- 
ways willing to slield us. The firemen of Baltimure 
can never fail to elicit the esteetn of the men, and the 
admiration of the gentler sex, so fone as they are true 
to themselves and to their own dignity. 

The Mechanical led the van, with a banner indiea- 
ting that it was No. 1, with a figure of Patrick. Lyon 
on the reverse. ‘The members of the respeetive de- 
partments of duty, were all correspondingly and fully 
equipped; and as the uniform of each eoüipany 15 so 
well Keown to all our eitizens, it would be needless and 
tedious to the reader to pursue the description rn this par- 
ticular. The “silver and blue" presented in the lme 
110 members. ‘There was_a seeond banner, dis- 
tinguisiung the Mechanical Library assoctatiun eon- 
nected with the company, a union we hope svon to re- 
cord of every cumpany ın the eny. 

The next company was the Union, with a banner 
having the words “Union Fire company, instituted 
1782—ln unon there is strength,’ inscnbed thereon; 
the reverse displayed the arms of the United States.— 
Sixty members were 1n attendance, fully equipped. 

They were succeeded by the Frienship, who muster- 
ed seventy-live members, under aa elegant banner, 
with an appropriate device. ‘I'he motto, however, was 
in a foreizn tongue, and though familiar with almost all 
living and dead languages, we never translated any 
thing German but a glass of kirssechenwasser, nor any 
thing Welsh but a rabbit, so that it was either German 
or Welsh; and Hndig our friend who bore the stand- 
ard no more au fud than ourselves, we mourn to eun- 
fess inabihty to sausfy the cuuusity of the reader in 
rios one particular. A United States flag was in. the 

ine. 

The Deptford, numbering fifty-four of our good eiti- 
zens of the Point, came next, with a beauuful banner, 
inseribed, “where liberty dwells, there is my honie.” 

Liberty dwelt immediately in the rear, so that our 
Deptford frends were just “at nume.” The Liberty 
turned out a neat party of seventy-six good inen and 
true, under a rich banner, a descripnon of which we 
accidentally lust. 


A band of musie divided the Liberty from the Inde- 
pendeat, at the head of which were four stalwart men 
in flesh colored shirts, fitting tight to the person and 
displaying the full chest and arm, and the rounded 
shoulder; each of these men bore a polished axe. An 
elegant banner waved over them, representing a figure 
of Independence trampling upon the emblems of ty- 
ranny. One hundred and twelve members were ont. 

The Vigilant tolluwed with ninety-eight members 
and a banner, with a device which escaped onr “vigi- 
lance,” though we remember that it was surmounted 
hy an eye. That eye would have aided us, tur with 
the two which have been allotted to our share, we could 
only survey about two-thirds of what we were desirous 
tu bring under the notice of our readers. 

A band was again introduced, whose solemn strains 
brought up the furmidable pioneers of the redoubtable 
New Market, with tlieir axes polished and reclining npon 
their shoulders; under a hanner representing an Indian 
stauding upon a rack, with a bow in his hand and an 
arrow drawn to the head, remarkably well executed, 
and designed probably for Metamora, or some equally 
renowned hero of the scalping knife. The members 
numbered ninety-two, and notwithstanding the terror 
of their name, we conld see nothing in. their appear- 
ance beyond a set of stout, hearty, good natured citi- 
zens. 

Lhe Columbian, a Fels Point company, followed 
with a banner tnscribed with the date of their institu- 
lion. They mustered fitiy-seven members, and made a 
display of eflective men. 

The First Baltimore Hose made anelegant and com- 
fortable appearance, numbering sixty men, under a 
rich banner, inscribed with their name and the period 
of their institution. 

The United Fire company, represented by sixty-five 
substantial young men, under ther banner of unity, 
followed, and were greeted with the same silent appro- 
bation or subdued remark which their predecessors 
had elicited. 

The Washington Hose company presented the 
strength of ninety-six active men, ia. their neat, dark 
uniform, fullowing a banner indicating the time of their 
association. 

Next to them came the Patapsco, with the banner 
of the company, numbering fifty-eight men, active, 
guod and true, as we have seen upon many a busy 
ume. 

The revived Howard have struggled throngh their 
difficulties, and displayed nader their banner, exhibit- 
ing the period of their incorporation, thirty men. 

A new company called the Watchman, who have 
been out yet but upon few occasions, made their first 
appearance in procession on Munday, and presented 
ninety-five men for the service of our city. Their equip- 
ments are tasty and useful and we hope they have 
guod apparatus to exercise themselves upon wheo they 
are needed. The members are generally young and 
appear to have ability—we are confident the wil can 
never be wanting. Although they brought np the rear 
of this noble department, they may if they choose be 
soon in the front ranks. 

The Wrecker Club, No. 1, comprising some seore 
of young men in red striped dress with a flag, came 
next. We do not understand the object of the club, 
and tlierefore, eannot enlighten the reader on a point 
which might have excited sume curiosity at the mo- 
ment. 

The Laurel Factory delegation with their magnifi- 
cent banner, which was displayed here upon a former 
occasion though the devices have since undergone a 
very salutary change, was very much admired. They 
numbered something over a hundred men and closed 
the division. 

The eleventh division, directed by marshals captain 
J. W. Watkins and Mr. James A. Lee, brought up 
those societies wlüch have within the past year aequir- 
ed a degree of weight and importance that is producing 
ihe most happy eouseqnences throughaut all the rami- 
fications of social hfe. They were introduced by 

The Washington Temperance society, numbering 
in its solid ranks some two hundred men, ever whom 
waved the banner dignified with the eonnterfeit pre- 
sentment of the immortal Washiagton, and otherwise 
decorated with the insignia of their cause. 

The Franklin, Cty, Marion and Howard temper- 
ance societies, several hundred strong, with banners 
and devices, as recently displayed when the pledged 
men of the city composed n procession themselves, 
completed the division. 

The twelfth division, headed by assistant marshals 
Joha W. Randolph and B. H. Richardson, consisted 
of the Maryland. Catholic T. S. of Baltimore; hand- 
some banner of white satin. Justice holding scales in 
one hand and a sprig of laurel in the other. A golden 
cross above, with these words, “In this sign we eon- 
quer." Besides other devices appeared a ship, beehive. 
an anchor, square, compass, an anvil and plough. 
The reverse, a grecn ground bordered with a wreathe 
emblematic of shamrac and laurel; staff surmounted 
with the harp vf Erin. Iun the centre father Matthew 
administering the temperance pledge to un assembly, 
male and female—motto nt the base, “The apostle of 
temperance.” President of the society, rev. P. S. 
&chreiber. 

Maryland Junior Catholie T. S. of Baltimore; ban- 
ner green silk, with yellow fringe-motto, “Just as the 
twig is bent the tree’s inclined.” 

Thirteenth division, assistant marshals, Geo. Rea 
and Francis Burns, consisted of the tullowing tempe- 
rance soeieties: 


Whatcoat T. A. society. Banner, on one side name 
and date of formation, 1832; on the reverse a weeping 
willow, with a tomb on which a mother leans, while 
jlamenting the untimely death of her son, cansed hy 
intemperance. Tnseribed are the words~"“Oh! inten- 
perance, what hast thou done!" and “no drunkard 
shalt inherit the kingdom of heaven.” 

North Baltimore T. A. society. Banner, blue silk 
with gold trimmings. Device, a female figure leaning 
on a fount of gushing water, her foot on a serpent. 
Motto, "we refrain from the mannfacture, purchase 
and use of all intoxicating liquors, as a beverage.” 

Baltimore City Temperance society. A handsome 
banner, with the words “pledge, total abstinence, 
formed July 4, 1837.” 

Washington Junior Temperance association. Ban- 
ner, blue satin, gold letters, tassels and fringe—device, 
bust of Washington—motto: “We respect his princi- 
ples,” entwined in a wreath of olive and oak; and 
ahove the whole a constellation of twenty-six stars. 
On the reverse were the following words: “Presented 
tothe Washington Junior Temperance society, bv the 
misses of the 10th ward." On the top of the staff was 
a miniature representation of a fountain. 

Washington Junior Temperance association, auxilia- 
ry No.l. A very beautiful banner, beariog the tem- 
perance coat of arms, with a cornucopie and other 
devices. supported by a male and a female figure. 

The Young Mens Central T. A. society, formed in 
1940. A handsome banner, with a fount in the centre, 
the water gushing forth—a male figure on one, and a 
female on the other side of it—with the invitation, 
“Come ye to the waters.” 

Marion 'T. A. society... Banner purple, letters gold. 
On one side, “Total abstinence—lormed January 6, 
1841; on the reverse, a lady pointing to heaven, the 
staff surmounted by a miniature fountain. 

The Junior Marion T. A. society had on one side 
of their banner the date of its furmation, February 6, 
1841, with a hand holding a pitcher inseribed “pure 
water; on the reverse were the words, "may we 
keep our pledge.” 

Western Franklin, auxiliary No. 1 to the Washing- 
ton, with a very handsome banner, inscribed with the 
date of its formation, “January 8, 1841," and the mot- 
to—Temperance, the handmaid and guardian angel 
of virtue, liberty and independence.” 

Jefferson society, auxiliary No. 2 to the Washington, 
Banner, blue satin, gold letters, and trimming, with 
suitable devices. and the motto, “our cause is glorious, 
and will prevail." 

Mount Vernon, auxiliary No.3 to the Washington. 
Banner, name and date,and on the reverse a single 
star. 

Fonrteeath division. 
^. Stansbury, W. G. Bolgiano. 
2d, 3d, 4th, Sih and 6th wards. 

Fifteenth division. Assistant marshals, Robert 
Howard, M. C. Jenkins. Citizens of the 7th, 8th, 9th 
and 10th wards. 

Sixteenth division. Assistant marshals, H. Snyder, 
T. E. Hambleton. Citizens of the 11th, !2th, 13th and 
14th wards. 


Seventeenth division. Assistant marshals, Wash- 
ington Booth, maj. Joshua Dryden. Baltimore Buteh- 
ers’ association, mounted, followed by citizens from 
the county, mounted. The boys of several schools ap- 
peared among the citizens of several wards; the 
butchers turned out tn great force, wearing white 
aprons and having a banner with appropriate devices; 
and they, together with the citizens from the county, 
| brought up the rear in a fine and imposing style. The 
procession wound its way by the circuitous route indi- 
ented in the programme, to Mount Vernon Place. The 
Washington monument had been put into mourning 
for the melancholy oceasion: and on the west side pre- 
parations had been made for the delivery of the oration. 

The scene at Mount Vernon Place, was grand and 
imposing. Long beíore the right of the procession 
eame in view, the grounds aronud the monument were 
coveted with thousands of spectators. The quiet ex- 
pectation of this erowd was broken for a few moments 
by the exciting spectacle of a frighreued horse, eseaped 
from his rider dashing along amid the alarmed groups 
of men, women and ehildren. Fortunately, his course 
was soon arrested, and althongh scores made but hair- 
breadth escapes, no one was injured. From all points 
the crowd continued to pour in, until no room seemed 
to be left for the thousands composing the immense 
procession. The nulitary escort at last came in sight, 
and formed along Cathedral street; after this, on foot, 
having lefi the earriages at Franklin street, eame mem- 
bers of the cabinet, with many distinguished officers of 
the army, the reverend elergy,and the pall bearers 
with the funeral ear. ‘These passed slowly along Ca- 
thedral street to Madison, and along Madison street to 
the northern avenue leading to the Washington mo- 
nument, and by this to the speaker’s stand, which wus 
| erected upon the iron railings surrounding the moni- 
ment and facing to the west. [n front of this the ear 
was placed, and the pall bearers, with the elergy, and 
the many distingnished individuals who were present 
to do honor to the memory of the illustrions dead, pass- 
ed up into the stand, Before the car, with its six white 
horses, each led by a groom dressed in white, came in 
front of the stand, the noble body of our gallant de- 
fenders, during the late war, had taken their station im- 
inediately facing the monument; and hehind these the 
whole body of the procession gradually filed in and 
each portion of it took its appropriate and allotted posi- 
uon. For nearly an hour atier the nulitary escort reach- 
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ed Mount Vernon Place, a dense body of men, forming 
a portion of the procession, coald be seen passing Gay 
street bridge, which was visible from the monument 
through an opening between the houses. Gradually 
company after ga and assuciation after nssocia- 
tion arrived upon the ground, and about three o’elock 
the services on tlie oceasion were commenced by an 
ode from the band, statinaed above the speakers 
stand, at the base of the column composing the mo- 
nument. A prayer from the rev. Dr. Jubns followed, 
then another ode, when Jonathan Meredith, esq. the 
eloquent orator of the day, took his place to pronounce 
the eulogy apon the great and good man who bad been 
removed from the highest place in the nation to the 
world of spirits. : at 

Why are we here, he asked, with all these exhibi- 
tions of mourning and grief? WILLIAM Henry lan- 
Rison is dcad! T'he patriot, the statesman, the soldier, 
the great and the good man has gone down tothe tomb, 
and a nation mourns the bereavement. In the general 
grief and bumihation at this event the speaker truly 
remarked, all party distinetions were lost and swallow- 
ed up. The man for whom, but a month before the 
pale messenger summoned him away, the fears ofa 
rejoicing nation swelled over mountain and valley, 
was not the president of a party, but of the people, and 
now the whole people are in tears al his loss. It a man 
hke Harrison could vain any thing from birth, said the 
orator, then we might refer to 


his country’s peril was not fonnd wanting. A brief and 
rapid glance at the history of our deeeased chief ma- 
gistrate, followed the eloquent and appropriate opening 

ortion of the address, from the time, when, as a strip- 
lins of seventeen, with an ensign's commission under 
the illustrious Washington, he ehose, instead of the 
quiet and emolument whieh were offered him in the 
capacity of a private citizen, to meet lor the sake of his 
suffering country, the bloodthirsty and wily savage on 
cur western frontier, up to the triamphant moment 
when he heeame president of this great and free peo- 
ple. In every position whieh he had occupied throagh 
allthe long years which intervened, he liad shown bhim- 
self the ardent lover of his country, and her pradent 
counsellor. And in the one foreign mission to which 
he had been appointed, he had, during the brief time 
of its eontinuanee, proved how much he was devoted 
to the principles of justice and humanity. In that 
troubled period of the history of Colunibia, when the 
country was fast merging towards a military despotism, 
he tanght the bigh minded, but somewhat misguided 
man who ruled her destinies, that, to be truly great, 
was to be eminently good. 
his country, he must seek to effect the greatest good to 
the greatest number of his suflering and hitherio op- 
pressed people. n 

The conclusion of the address was a most beautiful 
eulogium upon the life and charae‘er ot general Har- 
rson. Nor was ita mere finished and coldly propor- 
tioned outline—it came warn. and spontaneous from 
the beart, and cvery heart present aeknowledged the 
true portraiture, and responded to the genuine emotion 
that warmed the breasts of the orator. 

To this suceceded the following requiem, composed 
by the rev. Mr. lill, for the oecasion, and sung by the 
Musical association. This was given with fine effect, 
and added greatly to the interest and touebing solemni- 
ly of the occasion. A prayer by the rev. Mr. Sargent 
closed the ceremonies of the day. 

HYMN, 
Hark! a nation's wail of grief 


On eaeh passing hrecze is borne! 
For a nation's honored chicf 


From its bleeding heart is torn. 


He who lately near us stool, 
Ripe in honors as in years, 
]Ie—tbe wise, the great, the good— 
Claims the unbute of our tears. 


Like a transient tale that's told, 
Like a dream of yesterday, 
Like the pageant we behold, 
He from earth has passed away. 


From his highest sphere of fanic; 
Midst his conntry’s joyous breath, 
Softly—suddenly he came 
To the silent shades of death. 


Where the patriot fathers sleep 
In their well-deserved renown— 
Where the suns of freedom weep, 
Chiefiain! we have luid thee down. 


God! that rulest over all, 

God! that vest while we die, 
Let thy dread upon us fall, 

Let us on thyself rely. 


Thou! who was our fathers? God— 
Thou! who since hast been our own— 
Tho’ we (cel thy elinst'uing rod, 
Still we seek thy gracious throne. 


After the conclusion. of the religious ecremonics, 
three rounds were tired by cnpt. Riugsold's U. S. Fly- 
ing Artillery, which were posted on an adjacent hill 
and as many rounds of muskety were fired by troops 
in line on Cathedral street. The procession then par 
tially re-formed; dillerent scctions marching to their re- 
spective places of necting Shere they were dismissed; 
and thus closed a duy which, as we bave already said, 
will be forever memorable in the annals of Baltimore. 
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his father, who was of 
the old revolutionary stock; a man who in the hour of 


That, to be a true lover of 


We ought to have stated before, but it is not yet too 
late, that all who appeared abroad, either in the proces- 
sion or as spectators, wore mourning badges, which 
were to be had in great variety, and tastefully execat- 
ed. The number of persons at Mount Vernon Place, 
and on the various eminences in Howard?s Park, could 
not be less than fifty thousand; and those in tlie proees- 
sion are estimated at from then to twelve thousand.— 
One of the most pleasing exhibitions of respeet was the 
appearance of the Revenue Cutter, lying in the river, 
immediately opposite Market street Fels Point. The 
yards were fully manned, and as the procession passed 
salutes were lired from on board. Jt wasin full view 
of the entire procession as it proceeded down Market 
street. [Sun. 

TESTIMONIALS. 

It is stated that, when intelligence of the death of 
general Harrison reached Amherstburg, (U. C.) 
the flag which was flying on Fort Malden was low- 
ered to half- mast. 

The Kingston (Canada) Chronicle dressed its 
columns in mourning, on the receipt of the news of 
the death of gen. Harrison. 

The Eastern Argus says the flags of the shipping 
at St. Stephen, New Branswick, were displayed at 
half-mast on receiving the news of the presidents 
death. 

Ex-president Van Buren is noticed as one of the 
distinguished personages who joined in the funeral 
procession in New York in honor of the memory of 
gen. Hartison. 

Sunday, the 9th instant, is set apart by the peo- 
ple of Charleston, 8. C. as a funeral Sabbath, and 
discourses are to be delivered in tbe churches, 
adapted to the occasion of the death nf the presi- 
dent. 

At a meeting of the citizens nf Macon (Georgia) 
on the occasion of the death of gen. Harrison, the 
hon. Eugenius A. Nisbet was appointed to pro- 
nonnce an eulogy upon the deceased. 

Major gen. W. Seott was one of the pall-beareis 
in the funeral procession at Rochester, on Saturday, 
the 10th ultimo, in honor of the memory of the late 
president. 

From the Charleston Observer, (a religious paper). 

It is wonderful fo see how this event [the death 
of general Harrison] has allayed the bitterness of 
party strife—-how it has clustered around the bier 
of the departed the resolate opponents of yesterday, 
and caused them to vie with each other in their 
sympathies and sorrows, and in their unfeigned ex- 
pressions of affectionate regard for the memory of 
the dead. The trait of our national character which 
is thus exhibited is a noble one—is a spectacle to 
which the erowned potentates of the earth can be 
pointed as an evidence that the affections of our peo- 
ple are true to their country, and that they are ready, 
on every fitting oceasion to give honor to them 
whom honor is due; that, as a people, not withstand- 


ing all our ditference, we are one and indivisible, 
bound together by ties much stronger than mere 
physical foree—than individual interests, or the ne- 
cessity of mutnal defence—the fies of a common 
brotherhood, common aflection, common prineiples 
and common sympathy. The true patriot will love 
his country the more from this manifestation of the} 
heart by which she is animated, and will be inspired | 
with greater confidenee in the stability of her insti- 
tutions. The true philauthropist will labor more 
assiduously in promoting the best inferests of the 
people; and the devout Christian will pray the more 
fervently that the principles which lie at the foun- 
dation of well-regulated liberty—the principles of 
the gospel of the Son of God—may be retained and 
cherished in their purity, and govein alike the ruler 
and the ruled. 


N. YORK AND VIRGINIA CONTROVERSY. 
Communication from the hon. John M. Patton, lien- 
pu governor of Virginia, to the governor of N.| 
ork. 
Executive departinent, Richmond, March 22d, 1841. 
Str: The funetions of the executive of this com- 
monwealth having temporarily devolved on me, by 
the resignatinn of gov. Giliner, it has beeome my 
duty to act upon the demand recently made by you 
upon the governor of this commonwealth, for the 
surrender of Robert F. Curry, charged with the 
crime of forgery in the state of New York. 


The demand is in proper form, and the fact that 
be is charged with the eominission of an act which 
is a crime by the laws ot your state is duly authen- 
ticated. 

Recognising as I do the imperative obligation of 
the constitution and laws which require (he gover- 
nor of every state to surrender a fugitive fiom jus- 
tice, upon the demand of the governor of that state 
in which he isefiarged with the crime, I shall not 
hesitate ahout complying with thedemand. You are 
accordingly hereby informed that 1 have issued my 


| warrant, as acting governor of this commonwealth, 


commanding the delivery of the said fugitive to 
Jobn D. Dix, the agent appointed by yon to receive 
and convey bim to the state of New York. Mr. 
Dix having lelt here on his return io New York, I 
enclose the warrant to you, and will forward a copy 
or duplicate of it to the proper authorities in Wheel- 
ing, where it is understood Curry is in custody. 

The circumstances which have occurred in con- 
nexion witb this demand made it proper that in com- 
plying with it 1 should avail niysell of the occasion 
to express to your excellency the protound regret 
ol this department lor the course which the go- 
vernment of New York has pursued in relation 
to a similar demand made by the execulive of 
this state upon the governor of New York as long 
ago as the 25tb of July 1839, and which yet remains 
unsatisfied. 

It is not my purpose or desire to renew a discus- 
sion (whieh indeed bas already been exhausted) 
upon that subject. Lcannot, however, retrain from 
reminding you of this unsatisfied requisition, or 
from expressing to you what is the universal sen- 
timent for the people and government of this com- 
monwealth, that the refusal o1 New York to sur- 
render the fugitives charged with the commission 
of a henious crime against the laws of this state is 
a grevious and intolerable ontrage upon her rights 
and a plain violation of the duty imposed upon the 
state of New York by the constitution and laws of 
the United States. 

This relusal to surrender fugitives from justice, 
upon the grounds on which it has been vindicated 
by your excellency, and followed as it has been by 
an act of the general assembly of New York, which 
seems to have been seduonsly contrived to render 
it next. to impossible to recapture a fugitive slave 
who shall escape to New York, involves an assault 
upon an institution of the soulhern states, deeply 
interwoven with their whole polity, and to auy to- 
reign interference with which they are keenly sen- 
sitive. lt is not the less aggravating that the assault 
is made by direetly violating or rendering nugatory 
two ol the plainest and most explicit provisions of 
tbe constitution of the United States. 

In this state of things it is scarcely to be wonder- 
ed at that some of onr citizens eminent In virtue aud 
patriotism, should be inclined to regard New York 
as having placed herself out of the pale of the union, 
respected and complied with while she retains her 
present attitude of hostility to its obligations. While, 
however, a course of retaliation towards New York 
might be justified, as far as is concerned, by her re- 
peated and persevering disregard of her obligations, 
it is not deemed becoming the bigh character which 
it has been the desire of this state to deserve for good 
faith, respect for the constitution and devotion to the 
union, to retort even upon her an act involving a vi- 
olation of constitutional duty. 

She has refused to comply with the constitution. 
Virginia will scrupulously obey it. She has wan- 
tonly assailed our properly by acts of legislation, 
endangering its safety and impairing its valne, Vir- 
ginia will again appeal to her justice, and entreat- 
ing her to retrace her steps, in the meantime re- 
sort only to lawful and constitutional means of 
self protection and redress. She lias refused and 
still refuses to surrender criminals who have fled 
from our justice, and 1s pursuing a course calcu- 
lated to make the einpire state en. asylum for fe- 
lons and runaway slaves. Virginia still respects 
and relies upon the constitution and the laws and 
will surrender fugitives from labor when lawfully 
demanded. 

l trust, sir, that ynu will see in this tbat we are 
ready to perform nur duties, rather than quick to 
retaliate injuries. and that you will find it an exam- 
ple of forbearance, and proof of an anxious desire 
to preserve harmouy and a sedulous regard for jus- 
tice and good faith which will not be without bene- 
fit in indueing you and your great state to retract 
those assaults upon our institutions, of. which the 
state of Virginia so justly complaints. 

The motives aud. principles on which your de- 
mand is now unconditionally complied with by the 
executive of the state, (in conformity,as I am hap- 
py to believe, with the almost unanimous concur- 
rence of the legislature), ought to be regarded, as I 
hope it will he, as giving an earnest that as this 
state reeognises, in all their extent, and will per- 
form, faithfully and serupulously, all her duties and 
obligations under the constitution of the union, she 
expects and will insist upon every other state ex- 
hibiting an equal fidelity to its constitutional obli- 
gations, 

It is in no spirit of menace, but from an anxious 
desire to preserve harmony between the states, and 
prevent collisions which must necessarily impair 
the value and stability ef the union, if they do not en- 
danger and finally destroy it, that 1 assure you ex- 
celleuey that the state of Virginia cannot acquiesce 
in, and will not submit to those aggressions of New 


versy hetween those two great commonwealths. L 
therelore accompany this communication, inforin- 
ing youol the fact that your demand for the sucren- 
der of the fugitive Iram your state is granted, with 
an earhest protest against those aggressions, and an 
auxtons and respectinl appeal to you, and through 
you to the state whose ofgan you are, to review the 
position you have taken, and. by a inagnanimous 
abandonineut of erroneous and untenable opinions 
and measures, restore those harmonious relations 
between the states which it is alike the interest and 
the duty of us ail to endeavor to perpetuate. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectiully your 
obd’t serv’t JNO. M. PATTON. 

To his excellency Win. H. Seward, gov. af N. Y. 

GOVERNOR SEWARD's REPLY. 
State of New York: 
Executive department, Albany, April 6th, 1841. 

Sir: Your communication of the 22d ot March 
last, enclosing a warrant for the surrender ol Robert 
F. Curry, in compliance with my requisition, 18 
acknowledged. The proper agent has been direct- 
ed to receive the fugitive and couvey him to this 
state. 

Your compliance with this reqnisition is made, 
in your communication, a ground for asking a re- 
versal of my decision upon a similar process of your 
predecessor, demanding the surrender of Peter 
Johnson and others. Althongh the candor you 
have avowed is by no means questiooed, itis a ! 
matter of some surprise that you have treated the 
cases as altogether analogous. If you could have 
shown that the indietinent accompanying inv requi- 
sition was informal and detective in charging the 
crime of forgery; if a coinpetent jodicial iribunal 
had decided that the indictinent was thus defective, 
and that upon examination tliere was no probable 
cause to believe the lugitive guilty of an offence 
against any law of this state, and 1f foigery were 
not a crime or offence against the laws of Virginia, 
the coinnion law and the laws of all civilized coun- | 
fries, thea although the cases would be analazous, 
it would in my jucginent, and with great deference, 
follow rather that the demand made by ine onght | 
to have been denied, than that the requisition issued 
by your predecessor ought to be granted. 

Your views conceruing the questions recently 
discussed between your predecessor and mysells | 
yonr protest against supposed aggressions; and your 
appeal to me to review positions heretofore assuia- 
ed, to abandon opinious and measures protiounced 
by you to be erroneous and untenahle, and to re- 
store harmonions relations between the states of N. 
York and Virginia, have received most carelul aud 
respectul consideration, Since, however, von have 
intiinated that it would be unprofitable to renew the 
discussioa of the question referred to upon its me- 
rits, ny reply will necessarily be as general as your 
communication. 

The lieutenant governor of Virginia, in 1839, de- 
manded of the executive ol this state, Peter John- 
son, Edward Sinith and Isaac Gansey, as fugitives, 
upon a vague und insufficient chaige of stealing a 
heyro slave in that commonwealth. When this de- 
mand was made, the constitution had existed dur- 
ing a half century, a period sufficient, it may be 
supposed to present domestic exigencies ol every 
character loreseen and intended to be provided for 
by the framers of that instrument. During that pe- 
riod the instilution of slavery existed in Virginia | 
and some other states, while in this and others it| 
was abolished. Yet within that long lime only one 
case is known to have occuired 1n which the exe- 
cutive of a slaveholding state demanded Irom a 
slate in which slavery had ceased to exist, the sur- 
render of a fugitive upon a charge similar to that 
adopted by the lieutenant governor of Virginia; and 
no case is known to have happened in which a de- 
mand of (hat character, made under such circum- 
stances, was allowed. 

The affidavit was deemed by the executive insuf- 
ficient and detective, eventocharge a crime against 
the laws of Virginia, while the question involved, 
if the requisition were supported by a proper charge, 
was regarded as one of grave impurtance, requiring 
deliberate consideration. An intorinal note was 
delivered to the agent of Virginia, pointing out the 
defects in his papers, and giving leave to amend, 
and a time was appointed for the consideration of 
the whole subject. In tbe mean tune the suppos- 
ed fugitives availed themselves of the legal reme- 
dy and were discharged on awrit of habeas corpus, 
on the grounds that the charge was insulficient and 
that upon ex unination, it was ascertained that the 
actual otfence of the accused consisted in their beiog 
seamen on board of a ship in which a slave had 
coucealed himself, with a view to what proved an 
unsn-cesslul attempt to escape froin servitude. The 
lieutenant governor, to whom the circumstaners 
became known, neveitbeless demanded a decision 


pose of the snbject; and on the other, that of assnm- 
ing the broad constitutional ground upon which, on 
mature reflection, he was satisfied the ease must at 
last be decided. Both the frankness winch becomes 
public functionaries, and a proper respect for the 
lheutenant governor ot Virginia, required the adop- 
tion of the latter alternative. 

It was not untoreseen that an absolute and proba- 
bly irreconcilable diference of opinion must arise 
between the lieutenant governor and the executive 
of this state. It was obvious that the former would 
assume, in conformity wilh opinions known to pre- 
vail in Virginia, that men of a certain race and con- 
dition may be, and are, property and chattles, the 
subjects of purchase, sale, devise and theft. The 
executive al this state, on the contrary, would be 
laithless to the spirit uf its constitution and laws, il 
he did not maintain that all men, af whatever race 
or condition, are men, and of right ought to be free- 
ien; that every remedy for duress of a human be- 
ing, whether it be the writ de homine replegiando, 
habeas corpus, action for entice sent orlalse impri- 
sonment,ar indietment for kidnapping, regards him 
as a man, and not as property, and that it is as ab- 
suid in this state to speak of property in immortal 
beings, and consequently of stealing them, as it 
would be to discourse of a division of property in 
the common atinosphere. It was equally manitest 


that Virginia wonld insist that her sister states | 


shoul] recognise the right of property of one class 
of her people in another, as estublished by her laws. 
Ht would, on the contrary, become the duty of the 
executive of this state to hold, that, except so faras 
the principle in controlled by the article of the con- 
stitation which declares that. persons held to labor 
or service in one state, by the laws thereof, and es- 
caping into another, shall, on demand and proof, be 
delivered up to the persons to whoin such labor or 
service is due, the relation af master and slave isa 
peculiar local relation of the state where it exists, 
ani that this state is not bound to recognise or pio- 
tectitin any manner, much less to protect it by 
extending for that purpose an article in the consti- 
tution which had no such design, nor any refereuce 
whatever to the relation. 

The executive of this state, always careful to 
avoid any seeming interlerence with the institution 
or municipal affairs of other states, would have 
gladly avoided such a discaasion, not trom ohjec- 
tions on his own part, but because he supposed the 
discussion, although invited by the lieutenant go- 
vernor, could not be agreeable to the people of 
Virginia. But it was the pleasure, nevertheless, of 
the lieutenant governor of Virginia to demand an 
answer to the requisition, notwithstanding the de- 
cision would involve the great questions which had 
heen raised, aud notwithstanding he mast have 
known, moreover, that a compliance with tie re- 
quisition would be to surrender three men as cri- 
ininals whoin a competent tribunal had pronounced 
guiltless, and thus exhibit the executive trampling 
on the judiciary as well as striking down the liber. 
ty of citizens of this state. 


Such were the circumstances ander which the | 


executive of this state denied the requisition of the 
lieutenant governor, and assumed the grounds on 
which that denial has been vindicated. The deci- 
sion was not, as you have assnmed, designed as 
an aggression upon Virgiaia, and intended to effect 
her institutions. Virginia was admitted, in the 
broadest sense, to be sovereign within her terri- 
tory, in the enactinent and execution of her laws. 
1! was denied only that she could extend her legis- 
lative power so as to give a right to the executive 
of this state, or to render it his duty to surrender 
its citizens to be transported to that commonwealth 
to be tried, condemned and punisher! lor acts not in 
themselves wrongtol, nor regarded as criminal hy 
the laws ol tliis state; and inasinuch as difference 
might exist between the codes of the two states, il 
was conceded that in asceriaining the intent of the 
compact between them, relereuce might be made, 
in such cases, not to the particular code of the one or 
the other, but to the cominon law received hy both, 
the laws of nations, and the laws of all civilized 
countries, These principles had no exclusive re- 
ference to the states in which slavery exista, but 
were the same by which other demands upon this 
state are tested, and they have been applied not 
only in tbe case in qnestion but in others presented 
by Pennsylvania and New Hampshire, where that 
institution. has long sinee become obsolete. The 
discussion was, moreover, conducted in a manner 
which it is hoped will be found to have been al- 
ways courteous and-respectful lo Virginia. 
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RSY. 1 
| The governor of Virginia, in subitt 
| respoudence to the general assembly 

per to distinguish the non-complian 
| eutive of this stale, upon the grounds assumed by 
hun, as a flagrant invasion of the rights ot that NAE 
| inonwealth, which, in the event of the lailure ot other 
remedies. might render it the solemn duty of Virginia 
| toappeal trom the cancelled obligations ol the tedeial 
coupact to original rights and the law ot self-pre- 
servation. The executive of this state laid the Same 
correspondence before the legislature, with the re- 
luctant expression of his surprise and regret on ac- 
count of the seeming menace of the governor of 
Vuginia. The executive of this State, desirous to 
avoid increasing the embarrassment which had re- 
sulted in consequence of the conrse adopted by the 
authorities of Virginia, declared that he regade 
the subject as one lalling peculiaily within the pro- 
| vince of the executive department, and in relation 
to which the duties of that department were pre- 
scribed by the constitution and laws of the United 
| States, and not by the constitution and laws of this 
(State, and he carefully abstarmed from inyo 
| legislative sanction of his decision. 
of this stale subsequently complied, promptly and 
cheerfully, with the requesfat the general assembly 
ol Virginia, and submitted the appeal of that bod 
(hom the executive to the. legislature of this state 
{together with the able arguments of the governor 
of Virginia and of a committee of its house of de- 
legates, all of which documents were laid before 
the legislature without comment. The executive 
also, with equal cheerfulness, complied with the 
| urther request of the general assembly of Virginia 
by reviewing the positions assumed by him, and 
be trusts pertorined that duty ina spirit of candor 
and courtesy. The correspondence being thus again 
closed, the governor of that state submitted it to the 
general assembly in the manner he deemed proper. 
He at the same time offered large pecuniary re- 
wards to induce individuals who wight this be 
tempted to seize, within the jurisdiction of New 
York and in violation of its laws, and convey to 
Virginia, the three individuals, whose secarity was 
doubly assured to thei, first by the decision of a 
competent legal tribunal, and then by the executive 
authority of the state. The governor ot Virginia 
also addressed public circular letters to such, and 
such only,ol the American states as he assumed had 
peculiar sympathies with Virginia, inviting them 
to make common cause against New York. The 
executive of tlis stale submitted these proceedings 
and the correspondence to the legislature of New 
York without remark. The general assembly of 
Virginia then thought proper to passan actattempt- 
ing to impose invidious restiictions and onerous 
impositions upen citizens of this state engaged in 
commerce with that commonwealth, cit.zeus no 
otherwise responsible for the action of the govern- 
ment than as being among its constituents; and this 
was done with a ptu pose fully avowed to oblige the 
executive of this state to rescind a decision made 
under his constitutional responsibilities, and to com- 
pel the legislature of New York to repeal a law 
found on its statute book, in accordance with its 
constitution and the constitution of the United 
States, and havinz no connexion with the question 
in controversy. Sunultaneocusly with this proceed- 
ing, the governor of Virginia refused compliance 
with a requisition, admitted to be in due torin, for 
ithe suriender of a fugitive charged with the crime 
of torgery, unless the executive of this state would 
first rescind the decision previously made by him, 
allowing, however, to the execntive of this state six 
Anns as a reasonable period to decide upon the 
(astrorum proposition thus submitted. The ex- 
| ecutive of this state lost no tiine in assuring the au- 
thorities of Virginia that the original subject had 
been reconsidered upon its merits. and also in con- 
tection with those injuriousant retaliatory procced- 
ings, ahd snbinitted the result, that the decision hav- 
ing been made in accordance with convictions of 
constitutional duty still entertained, he found no 
sufficient ground for a reversal of the same. 
lt became the duty of the exeentive to commu- 
nicate those proceedings of Virginia to the legisla- 
ture of this state. Ln doing so he could not but foie- 
see that no one would think of repealing, and espe- 
cially under such circumstances, a law of the state 
designed tor the protection and security of its own 
citizens and others exposed to the risk of privation 
of liberty without even a charge of crime. There 
is no good reason to believe that the interests of the 
citizens of this state are less carefully guarded by its 
legislature, than the supposed interests of citizens of 
Virginia are by the general assembly of that com- 
mouwealth. There is no ground to suppose that 
the principles in regard to personal liberty anil! state 
sovereignity maintained by the executive of this 
state, are less sedulously cherished by the legisla- 
ture than the institution of slavery is by the general 
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assembly of our sister state. e 
cial position, eondition and relation of this state are 
considered, it is not unreasonable to suppose that 
the legislature, il it could transcend its constitution- 
al barriers, inizht annoy, harrass, and even oppress 
unoffending citizens ot Virginia, at least as severely 
as the general assembly of that commonwealth can 
oppress such citizens of New York. 

Nevertheless the executive deelared that he deem- 
ed any retaliatory action unworthy the dignity and 
inconsistent with the relations of thisstate. Here- 
commended no such measure. He declared that none 
should be adopted on his part; and assuining that 
the eitizens ol this state have ample constitutional 
remedies against any injuries they may suffer from 
the wrouglul legislation of Virginia, he declared his 
confident conviction that it might safely be lelt to 
the ipagnanimity of that state and her own experi- 
ence of the consequences of her measures to induce 


an abandonment of them and the perlorinanece ol her | 
The executive ot this) 


constitutional obligations. 1 
state has sincere pleasure in acknowledging that so 


far as one of the measures is concerned, this antici- | 


pation has been already realized. 


From this cursory review, rather of what has 


been done thao of what has been written, it will 
appear that the anthorities of New York had not 
been the actors in any transaction tending towards 
a derangement of the relations between this state 
and Virginia. New York has done nothing, and 
has spoken only when and so often as she was ap- 
pealed to by Virginia, and then always in the lan- 
guage ol respect and affection. New York has 
inate no novel or questionable demands, complain- 
€d of no wrongs, offered no rewards tor violations 
ot laws of Virginia, passed no vindictive acts, made 
ho menaces, nor has she endeavored, in any inan- 
ner, fo excite her sister states against Virginia, al- 
though she doubts not there are many and enlight- 
ened states among them whieh cherish her own 
principles and respect her decision. 

l trust, therefore, sir, that you will be satisfied 
that the spirit of conciliation, kindness and devo- 
tedness to the union, which you have so properly 
invoked will continue to prevail here, since no 
other spirit has been indu!ged from the beginning. 
You have a guaranty also of that spirit in the fact 
that, alihongt not lond and trequent in professions, 
New York is constant in work, showing her attach- 
menttothe union. Her history presents no in- 
stance in which she has questioned its value, nor 
has she ever indulged speculations concerning that 
alter state which sometimes engages the contem- 


plation of those whose estimate ol the value ol the ; 


union is rot fully settled. You have a gnaranty 
also in the perseverance with whieh New York 
pursues her policy of increasing her cominunica- 
tions with other states, and the determination she 
manifests to render equal justice to them all, while 
she protects her owu citizens as she ought upon 
principles essential to her own sovereignty and that 
of her sister states. 

I trust, also, that you will agree with me that il 
rests with Virzinia ta restore harmony between her- 
sell and New York, if indeed that harmony bas been 
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BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
From the National Gazette. 
FOURTH LETTER FROM NICHOLAS BIDDLE, ESQ. TO 
THE HON. JOHN M. CLAVTON. 
Andalusia, Bucks county, April 15, 1841. 
Hon. John M. Clayton, Dover, Detuware: 

Mv DEAR srr: I yesterday explained to you how 
three individuals, whose whole interest in the bank 
does not amount to one hundred and fifty doilars, 
sueceeded in forcing themselves into a position 
| where they controlled the fate of the whole thirty- 
| five millions of dollars of capital, and how they sa- 
crificed the interests of the real stockholders ol the 
bank to gratify their own animosities and protoote 
their own pecuniary advantage. 1 onght to add that 
in speaking of the managers ol the Sctiuylkill Na- 
vigation company I meant only these persons, with- 
, ont including the rest, none of whom I knew, ex- 
cept one, a very estunable gentleman, who would 
never join in so unworthy a project. Their exer- 
cise of this power was in perfect harmony with their 
| mode of aequiring it. They first possessed them- 
selves of ali the aceonnts of individuals, and after 
| hesitating how many of them could exhibit to the 
publie gaze without too much offeace to private feel- 
ings they seem to confine themselves to such only 
|as they could most easily render odious. Among 
| these 1 was selected under the impresssion doubtl-ss 

that I could be made to appear in the invidious light 

jot a large borrower fiom the bank, although my 
| account was entirely like that of any private citizen 
wholly unconnected with if. Still, had this been 
| 


| 


| 


done with any ordinary fairness, thongh I miglit 

have thought such a proceeding ungenerous and 1n- 

delicate, I would not have complained—as 1 have 
now a right to do—tliat since my private concerns 
were thus paraded before the country, the whole 

statement of. them froin tlie bezinning to the end is a 

tissue of misrepresentations. This I shall show in a 

few words: 

My account as stated by them is as follows— 
NICHOLAS BIDDLE. 

| January 30, 1840—his note, due Febru- 
ary 2, 1342, with interest—being for 
700 shares Reading rail road stock, 
purchased of the bank by his agent, 
Jan. 3, 1839, 

Jannary 3, t341—his note, due January 
6, 1842, with interest—originally a 
debt to the bank, guaranteed by Mr. 
N. Biddle, and never assumed by him, 

Balance of loans from “bills receiva- 
ble,” 


$31,500 


100,000 
29,500 


$161,000 
SECURITIES. 

700 shares Philadelphia and Reading rail road. 

4,000 shares New Castle and Frenchtown trans- 
portation and Reading rail road company. 

Deed to Mr. N. Biddle for lands in Dauphin conn- 
ty, but not conveyed to the bank—consideration, 
$30.000. 

The general purpose of this statement was lo show 
that I had borrowed these $161,000 from the bank, 
that I still owed it to the baut, and, as it is putamong 


E 


impaired, which New York is not yet prepared to | the ist of debts from the otficers of the bank, due 
admit, New York maintains, with regard to Vir- | and not paid, and in Jeopardy, it was evidently de- 
ginia, the same attitude and relations now as here- signed to throw over it the same shade, That is the 
tolore. She concedes to Virginia all she lias ever | geueral color of this deception. But when you come 
yielded. She asks of her nothing Virginia does | to particulars. 

not herself admit tn be constitutional aud just, and! 1. The first item is a purchase by me of a certain 
she maintains towards lier the same attitude and re- [stock belonging to the bank, which the bank was 
lations that she maintains towards the other states | anxious to sell, and which it sold for more than twice 
of the confederacy. If, however, it be not the | its present value. The transaction was wholly fa- 
pleasure of Virginia to retain ber ancient attitude | vorable to the bank, and desired by the bank, and 
and cherish ber ancient feelings towards New York, (certainly I am not the lavored party. It would 
I can only express my unavailing regret lor a cir- | doubtless have been put down as a common debt to 


cumstauce so unhappy and unfortunate. 


never assumed by him,” so that 1 am made to ap- 
pear as one who first obtained $100,000 from the 
bank through some one else on my guarantee, and 
alter I had gol the inoney would never assume the 
debt. 

Now when the committee made this statement 
they had before thein «ay own note payable January 
next, with ample colluieral security, forming as good 
aud sale a debt as any in the bank and which will he 
certainly paid at maturity. That is the second inis- 
representation. 

Let me explain how such a note ever came there 
al all. 

In my zeal to promote objects of improvement, I 
| determined some years ago with one or two public 

spirited gentlemen that there should be made a rail 

| road from Philadelphia to Baltimore. A large por- 
tion of the funds was borrowed from the bank, and 
with a view to ensure its completion, | became per- 
sonally the gurantee to the bank tor the safety of 
about $400,000 of the Joan. N 

Well, the road is now finished—Philadelphia and 
Baltimore are both in the full enjoyment of it, and 
the whole of the money principal and interest is re- 
paid or secured to the bank. Oi the part guarnteed by 
me all bas been paid except this $100,000, which is 
not due till January, 1342. 

The third iteio is “balance of loans fiom bills re- 
ceivable,”’ $29,500. 

This is designed to convey the impression that 
having borrowed this money, for its security I had 
leít a deed for some land which I had not or would 
not eonvey to the bank. 

Now this committee had before them a Jeter from 
the late cashier declaring that ke h2d no authority 
whatever to borrow this money tor ine, they knew that 
at the time this sum was charged to me I was ot 
l even aware of the existence of his loan—never au- 
thorised it—and never knew of this deed;—and that 
the matter was then in a course of negotiation with 
the bank. 

There is still another misrepresentation far more 
important. 

The committee say thal “not being able to obtain 
satisfactory information upon the subject of those 
expenses Irom the books on officers of the bank, ap- 
plication was made by letter to Mr. N. Biddle and 
Mr. J. Cowpertbwaite, from whom no reply has been 
received. 

Now contrast this with ihe truth. 

I myself made noanswer because I perceived that 
the letter was a ineie pretext. They were examin- 
! mg all iny affairs without giving me any notice, and 
this letter. asking information as to one insulated 
point was to be made the occasion of saying that 
they had give me notice on the only point in which 
they wanted information. But Mr. Cowperthwaite 
himself called on the writer of the letter, Mr. Lip- 
pincott, and in his presence drew upa written ac- 
count of the transaction and gave it to Mr. Lippin- 
coti. Mr. Cowperthwaite states these facts in a let- 
terto me just received, of which an extract follows: 

“Failing to obtain from the proper officers of the 
bank alter repeated applieation, perinission to ex- 
amine the vouchers alluded to in the letter of the 
jchairman of the committee to me ol the 24th ult. I 
| called npon that individual and expressed my anxie- 
ly lo give tothe committee any information I possessed 
jon that or any other subject, staling to bim the fact 
that I bad been tefused perinission to see these 
vouchers; Mr. Lippincott informed me that the com- 
mittee had also been precluded from seeing the 
voucliers— 4 then stated lo him what my recollection 
was respecting them, he requested it might be put down 
in writing, aad a short memorandum was accordingly 
made. Yours, &c. 

«J. COWPERTHWAITE.* 


i 
i 


You are pleased to remark that this state is pur- 
suing a course calculated to render her territory an 
asyluin for felons and runaway slaves. Waiving ail 
exceptions to the spirit of this remark, I trust 1 
may be permitted to reply, first, that it is not in- 
consistent with the most carefal regard to the pubhe 
morals to grant impunity to those declared innocent 
by the legal tribunals or to those whose conviction 
wonld involve no offence against the laws neces- 
sary for the preservation of a well ordered society, 
and no violation of abstract rights, is ascertained 
Irom the system of jurisprudence established in ci- 
vilized nations: and secondly, that the experience 
ot the people of this state has proved, at least to 
their own satislaction, that neither public virtue nor 
public pro-perity has received any Injury trom ex- 
tending, so lar as lias yet been done, equal justice to 
every class aud every race of men within our limits. 

Accept the assurance of high respect, with which | 
I remain your obedient servant, 

A WILLIAM IL SEWARD. 
The hon. John M. Patton, licut. and actéag governor 
of Virginia, or his successor in office. 


ithe bank for money borrowed, but by great good| Now is not all this very unfair? Here is a com- 
Inek, as it happened te be a purchase of this unhap- | mittee who assume to exainine the private affairs of 
py Reading rail road stock, the pleasure ol exhibit. every man who for twenty yems has had any deal- 
ing that guilt was too great for suppression, and for ings with the bank. They publish garbled state- 
| that reason the coinimittee gave the lact which en- | ments of his accounts, and when the accused goes 
ables me to show that instead of being a borrower I |to the chairman of the committee and delivers to 
ain only a purchaser—and that the purchase money [liim a written statement, the chaiiman makes the 
will not be due till January, 1842. There remained, | committee deny they ever received any communi- 


however, one chance of perverting tliis transaction, 
too tempting to be omitted. They say that this 
stock was purchased by me on January 3d, 1839, 
butin January 1839, 1 was the president of the bank, 
aud therefore it I bought this stock at that time 1 
should be guilly of the indelieacy ol' purchasing the 
assets of the bank while I was'at the head of it. 
Now it was not until. December—iong alter I had 
lett the bank—when I was merely a privale citizen, 
without the slightest connection with the bank in 
the transaclion—that I bought this stock of a stock 
braker. 

That this is the first misrepresentation. 

The second item is rather worse—here is a sum 
of $100,000 which they describe as “originally a 
debt to the bank guaranteed by Mr. N. Biddle and 


cation from him and turu his very silence into a 
crine, And bow is it to be tor the future! It was 
contemplated to publish the accounts of all the dea- 
lers with the bank, but they say, “it has been thought 
best not to publish the lists in detail of the active 
aud suspended debt. The injury which would result 
to the credit of individuals by snch an exposition 
might ultimately be detrimental to the interests of the 
stockholders.” 

They therefore reserve this for some fulure occa- 
sion, when the individual may be inae to suffer, and 
still be able to pay his debt to the bank, and in the 
mean time they may publish what they please and 
Just as much as they please. Yon ean have no ac- 
cess lo the papers in the bank to explain your own 
transactions there, and when you state them in write 
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ing to the leader of the six, he denies that you 
ever gave him any information about them. And 
wlio shall be safe that every week may not produce 


some fresh stories froin the same mint till the public | 


impatience rises lo crush them. 

And now having been obhged to introduce this 
subject of my own concerns, Î take the occasion to 
mention another matter which I have never had a fit 
opportunity of explaining, and I wish to place iton 
record now lest the same charges nay be revived, 
when I am no longer here to delend myself. In the 
war against the bank it was thought a popular topic 
to reproach me with favoritism—and as the only 
plausible object of it, to select the firm of Thomas 
Biddle & Co. distant relatives of mine, bnt with 
whom I do not think I ever had any pecuniary trans- 
action. When the committee of congress examined 
fhe bank in £832, their attention was directed to a 
large loan to this house of Thomas Biddle & Co. and 
an effort was made, partly political aud. partly per- 
sonal, to show that I had been guilty of great favori- 
tisin towards people who were represented as my 
relatives. 

That question was therefore thoroughly examin- 
ed by the committee, and although ıt may seem 


ostentatious, I think it so important, that I shall put) 


down the successive answers by the directors and 
officers as they were suramoned to give their testi- 
mony. 

Fust, the ex cashier, Mr, Thomas Wilson. 

When Mr. Biddie came in as president, I of my 
own accord and {rota tlie same considerations em- 
ployed Mr. Thomas Biddle again. I mention this 
in justice to Mr. N. Biddle and from a wish to be un- 
deistood that it was through me that Mr. T. Biddle 
was employed as broker of the bank." 


Aud again in answer to this question by Mr.) 


Adams: 

Do you know of any preference or favor, or par- 
tiality, shewn by the president of the bank to Mr. 
T. Biddie, in the transactions of the bank with him?“ 

“Answer. Ido not. When the sale of the for- 
feited bank stock was contemplated, a committee of 
the directors was appointed to conduet it, and Mr. 
Whitney went to New York in order to dispose of 
it. Such an operation of course to be conducted 
with secrecy. He made sales of a large portion of 
it through the primes; Mr. T. Biddle became the 
purchaser, He held the stock fora long time at a 
considerable disadvantage, and was not aware at the 
time he purchased, that it was the bank that was 
selling. 1 mention this circumstance to show there 
was no privity or connexion between Mr. T. Biddle 
and the president of the bank. It was a large ope- 
ralion, aud had it been known that the bank was sell- 
ing, the price would of course have fallen. 1 may add 
the commission alone on such a sale would have 
been a great object i. Mr. T. Biddle had been em- 
ployed as the agent to conduct it.” 

Then the cashier, Mr. McIlvaine, in answer toa 
question by Mr. McDuffie: 


“I have never seen any disposition on the part of | 


the president to show the smallest favor to the house 
of Thomas Biddle & Co,” 

And in answer to Mr. Adams’ question: 

“Have you ever known the president to manifest 
any partiality, or evince a disposition to grant any 
special favor to any one of his relatives or connec- 
tions." 

He answered: 

“I have not. Whenever the bank has been the 
purchaser of biilsof exchange from Thomas Biddle 
& Co. the president always appeared to make the 
best practicable bargain lor the bank. 

Then gen.Cadwalader, to a question by Mr. Adams: 

“Have you ever known the president to mani- 
fest any partiality, or evince a disposition to grant 
a special lavor to any one of his relatives or fiiends?”’ 

Answer—"I have not. I will however mention 
two or three instances the other way.” 

He then mentions the sale of stock described by 
Mr. Wilson, above, and adds— 

“Another circumstance within my recollection is 
an application which was made by Mr. Charles Bia- 
dle, the brother ol the president, for a cashiership in 
one of the western offices. Mr. C. Biddle’s talents 
and habits of business might be supposed to have 
eminently qualified him for such an appointment. 
His application however was disconraged by the pre- 
sident of the bank. Another application was made 
hy Mr. C. Biddle for the solicitorship of the Nash- 
ville office. The president of the bank declined re- 
commending him to the board of the branch for that 
office—his want of professional experience being 
suggested by the president as a sufficient objection. 
A tew years ago, l visited St. Lonis at the request 
of the board lor the purpose of reporting as to the 
eligibility of that place for the establishment of a 
branch. 


of the place to point to him for the presidency of the 


office. Being apprehensive linwever that the pre- 
silent of the parent bank would object to major 
Butdle on the score of the relationship, I placed next 
to him on my list the name of col. O'Fallon. When 
the offi® was afterwards established, and the board 
of directors were to be appointed, the president de- 
sired that col. O'Fallon should be placed at the head 
of the list, and it was so arranged by the committee 
on the offices." 


thought a very advantageous arrangement lo obtain 
such a large invesiment ai five per cent. on such un- 
doubted securily, when the coimmillee were authorised 
lo loan at four and a half per cent. I have always 
regarded this operation as one in. which the bank 
was the favored party, and I think it may be safely 
and truly said that the account of Messrs. T. Biddle 
& Co. has been one of the most advantageous ac- 
counts in the hank. MANUEL EYRE. 
April 5, 1832.” 


And again— There was still another loan of $32,000 to my 
*I have never known any leaning or partiality on | brother, Mr. Charles Biddle, which was ascribed to 
the part ol the president to Mr. T. Biddle or his similar favoritism. As the loan had taken place 
house.” (eight years before, I had no traces of it in my mind 
To Joseph Cowperthwaite, assistant cashier, in and could give no account of it, and there the mat- 
answer to Mr. McDuffie’s question— ler ended, except that Mr. Wilson, the cashier, tes- 
“Whether you have ever known the present pre- | tified that the loan was not made by me but by the 
siding officer to manifest on any occasion a disposi- | board. The following year Mr, Charles Biddle who 
| tion to grant favors to the house of Thomas Biddle | had been long absent, returned to Philadelphia, and 
& Co. or to extend ta them any facilities not con- | he then mentioned that the Bauk of Philadelphia, 
| ducive to the interest ol the bank.” fof which he was then a director, happening to get 
He says— With. regard to loans to T. Biddle & | into some temporary embarrassment, he on the part 
Co. in 1831, they were frequently the subject of|of the bank brought these notes to the Bank of the 
discussion before the exchange committee, and it| United States, where they were discounted for the 
always seemed to me that the president was the | exclusive use of the Bank of Philadelphia, that this 
least anxious on the subject. Ile was anxious that | statement was entirely correct, and 1 obtained a 
the funds of the hank shouli be invested, and letter from the cashier of the bank, then Quintin 
spoke in that general relation at the meetings of the | Campbell, esq. to that effect. The subject was 
committee. With regard to the partiality to which | happily introduced by Mr. Thomas P Cope in his 
the question releis I know no instance whatever of | speech on the subject of banks in the Penusylvania 
(dt. My own impressions have always been that the | convention. ‘A loan," says he, to “Charles Biddle 
president has erred in being too serupulons." has hkewise been the subject of criticism. It is 
He then cites the above case mentioned by Mr. | sufficient for ine to say in relation to that loan that 
Wilson, and adds—When I allnded to the matter| be was at the time a director in one of our city 
among the officers of the bank, l received the im- | banks, and that the money borrowed was lor the 
pression that 1t was done in order to avoid any im- | use of the bank at a period of public pressure—the 
pntation or partiality.” Bank of the United States at all times willing to 
So Mr. Paul Beck. jr. in answer to the question— ) render necessary assistance to any of the other state 


“Have you ever known the president of the bank | 
to manifest any partiality towards Thomas Biddle & | 
Co. in any of the transactions of the bank.” 

He says —‘*No never. Ihave seen him treat them 
as hard as any body. In time of press, broker’s and | 
auctioneer’s paper was always discounted last me- 
chanie's and trader’s always discounted first. 7 have 
very often seen the board willing to do more for Mr. | 
T. Biddle & Co. than the president would allow.” 

Other testimony was taken till the cominittee at 
length came to this resolution, as may” be seen in 
their reports. 

«The minority of the committee, [ Messrs. Adams, 
McDuffie and Watmongh], will avail themselves of 
this occasion to say that in all the transactions of | 
the bank with Thomas Biddle & Co. and Charles 
Biddle, the president has been not only free from 
the slightest imputation of partiality or favoritism, 
but that his conduct has been invariably governed 
by a nice and serupulous sense of delicacy and pro- 
priety, and this they feel authorised to say is the 
opinion of the majority of the committee.” 

The following resolution was unanimously adopt- 
ed by the committee, Messrs. Clayton, R. M. John- 
son, Thomas, Cambreleng, Adams, MeDuffie and 
Watmough. 

Resolved, That tho charges bronght against the 


The character, talents and standing of 


president of lending money to Thomas Biddle & 
Co. withont interest, and of discounting notes for 
that house and for Charles Biddle without the sanc- 
tion of the directors ere without foundation, and that 
there does not exist any ground for charging the 
president with having shown or manifested any dis- | 
position to show, any partiality to these individuals | 
in their transactions with the bank.” 

Still the question remained, how did this loan 
come into the bank? Mr. Cowperthwaite in the | 
part of his testimony above quoted, shows its origin. 
* He, (the president), was anxious that the funds of 
the bank should be invested, and 1 distinctly recol- 
lect hearing one or two of the committee, Mr. Cope! 
particularly, say that they liad been to Thomas 
Biddle & Co. to solicit investments of that sort.” 

But it remained for Mr. Manuel Eyre to explain 
the whole, which he did in the following statement 
which I repeat though you saw it in yesterday’s | 
letter: 

“The board of directors passed resolutions autho- 
rising the exchange committee to make investments 
at any rate of interest not less than four and and a 
half per cent. As chairman of thot commiitee T 
called upon Messrs. T. Biddle & Co. several times, 
and requested them to make all their great opera- 
tions with us, and urged them lo lake two or three 
millions of dollars or more at ñ per cent. and for as 
long a time as (hey wished. They were not willing 
to take the Joan tor as long a lime as the committee 
wished, bnt reserved the right of paying off as might 
suit their convenience. The cominittee npon nu- 


donbted security loaned them upwards of 1,100,000 
dollars at 5 per cent.—which loan is naw reduced 


banks.” 
You will not I am sure ascribe to me the idle 


| vanity of making a parade ol these things, but I re- 


cur to them now because the very same subject is 
brought forward by this committee, and in such a 
way as to produce greater elfect from being par- 
tially veiled. Thus it is said ‘tone firm of this 
city received accomodations of this kind between 
August 1835, and November 1837 to the extent of 
$4,213,878 30, more than half of whicli was ob- 
tained in 1837.” The suppression of the names is 
of no consequence since every body knows that it 
is (he firm of Thomas Biddle & Co. and then the 
natural commentary which follows is that there 
inust have been some most extraordinary favori- 
tism on my part towards a house bearing my own 
name. [ris tor that reason that I re-produce these 
testimonials to prove that during the whole time I 
was in power I never exhibited towards this house 
any tavoritism—that I even restrained the board, 
as Mr Paul Beck testifies, from giving them dis- 
counts, and that their large loans did not come 
throngh ine nor by me. This disposition thus prov- 
ed may perhaps serve as a general answer to the in- 
sinuation of favoritism, and certainly I am not aware 
of having in the slightest degree contributed to their 
loans. What I remeinber is this. In the year 183 
alter 1 came from New York where there had been 
a vast deal of commercial distress, it seemed just 
that the same measures of relief should be given to 
onrown city. Now there was two large establish- 
ments here then in great jeopardy. One was the 
house of Messrs. John A. Brown & Co. the other 
Thomas Biddle & Co. The first I took in hand 
inyself, making the necessary advances to carry 
thea through their troubles, and they were accord- 
ingly saved. With the house of Thomas Biddle & 
Co. I would not interfere; but I requested a com- 
inittee to examine their affairs and if they thought 
itexpedient to carry thein through, I would consent 
toit. They did so. All this increase of loan made 
in 1837, was a work in which I bad no part in what- 
ever any more than in the original loan made by 
Mr. Eyre, and the securities offered were, I under- 
stand, very substantial then, though in the great de- 
cline of all personal property they may now be in- 
adequate. Having said thus much concerning these 
loans | finally close tliis subject. 

And now let us see to what an end this committee 
is hurrying the bank. If they had been stockhold- 
ers themselves, if they had consulted the interests 
of the stockholders, their conrse was perlectly ob- 
vious, The bank had had quarrels enough— what 
it wanted was repose—it needed that its credit 
should be sustained abroad, and that at home it 
should seek favor and friendship with the communi- 
ty and the government. The bank might have been 
gradually restored—its capital diminished so as to 
enable it to make dividends and all its misfortunes 
gradually repaired. But what do these committee 
men? They villify all those who have heretofore 


major Thomas Biddle, a brother of the president, |as your committee has observed, to 600,000 dollars, | managed the bauk, they denounce Mr. cL cites 
seemed in the opinion of the most intelligent people( and. will pay an interest of 6 per cent. Zi was| they describe (he institution as one not entitie 
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ide “hati 5 2 They have] Besidesit was part of the inducement olfered to him , froin the bank. Officers of banks ought not to be 
confidence. Whatis the consequence uey have p pA S MA A UA nh aimee et eas 


destioyed the ability of Mr. Jaudon to serve the | to 


bank—they have so completely prostiated the credit 
ol the bank itself that it will be seaicely possible to 
make arrangements ror continuing to pay ifs interes! 
in Earope—and the bank baa no means ot sending 
it from here, so that at the first detault the forerzu 
creditor may be tempted to sell the seeuiities he 
holds at any price and come apnn the bank fo: the | 
diiference, a celain which would sweep away a large | 
part of its capital. At the same tune they have 
alienated many persons who were able and willing | 
to serve the bank—they have rendered itodious, and 
the legislature of Pennsylvania will either cut the 
bank aditit and leave it fo its fate—or else if it al 
fords any reliet will do it only on condition that it 
will give up ifs independence and place itsell at the 
mercy of the legislature, so that its charter may be 
at any time repealed without assigning a single rea- 
son. 

Snch are some of the blessed fruits of the labors of 
this coinmittee—and 1f hereafter the bank isdestioy- 
ed—if its whole capital is exhausted in consequence 
ol the discredit now thrown upon it by the eoiomit- 
tee—il the citizens of Philadelphia are to lose the 
use of the remainiag sixteen iDillioos of capital, | 
which the committee say is yet sate, and are to be | 
forced to pay up their debts, let the stockholders of | 
the bank and the citizens of Philadelphia know to 
whose financial ability anl disinterestedness their 
gratitude is due. . 

Alter such brilliant persons every thing else be- 

cones dull, and I will only add how sincerely T ain, 
Yours, N. BIDDLE. 
E 4 
FIFTH LETTER FROM NICHOLAS BIDDLE, ESQ. TO | 
THE HON. JOHN M. CLAYTON 
Andalusia, Bucks county, April 19, 1841. 
Hon. John M. Clayton, Dover, Delaware: 

My peAa srr: [shall devate an hour this morn- 
ing to a short notice ol tlie attack of the eominittee 
ou Samuel Jaudon, the agent of the bank in Lon- 
don. | 

I defend Jaudon, I am his friend, and I deem it | 
my duty to stand up for an absent friend when he 
is assailed. I have long known him and esteemed 
him. l know few men who unite so many fine} 
qualities. He has won the confidence of men of all) 
descriptions in Enrape—and he has used that repu- 
tation tor the common benelit of fits countrymen. 

How many of thein can bear witness to the zeal 
and kindness and urbanity with which he has as- 
sisted them —how many owe to hiia the snecess of 
their negotiations, while all these talents he has 
devoted and is at this moment devoting to the ser- 
vice of the bank. 1t was but the other day that l 
had a letter froin bitn expressing his anxiety to re- 
turn home, but that be could not leave England be- 
fore the 15th of April, because he had some impar- 
tant negotiation for the bank, and hoping that as; 
the publication by the bank in January had produc- 
ed so much mischief, the committee of investiga- 
tion would not make thiogs worse by “any unne- 
cessary and irritating reperi?’ He httle thonght 
what was preparing for him. To see such a man} 
denounced and vilified by those professing to re- | 
present the iastifuhon which | 


i 


} 


he had served and | 
suvedi—to see such a inan stabbed behind his buck | 
at the moment when he was laboring to protect the 
bank, and when all his talents and character were | 
needed in its service, 1s an act not merely ol injns- 
tice to him, bnt of insanity as respeets the bank it- 
self. Doubtless be will hereafter defend himselt— 
but in the meantime he shall not want my aid, in- 
competent though it be, 

Ol his account with the bank I know nothing | 
and never did knaw any thing, and it i$ quite pra- 
babie that the statement of it made by the cominit- 
tee may be just as inaccurate as that Ihey have 
made of mine. But taking it all for granted and | 
believing every word the comninittee have staled 
about it, what after all does it amount to. Let us 
examine, 

| When Mr. Jandan was sent to London the 
“bank paid the loss on ihe sale of his furniture | 
$5,074 

And why not? The bank wished his servicers in | 
England; he could not carry his fumture with him, 
and as hu had. to sell it, was it not natural that fie 
ought nof to bear the lass. Besides when he went] 
away, nobody could tell whether he would make 
any thing, lor bis whole compensation was contin- 
genton the business he was to do in London which, 
Wit were small would uot pay bis expenses, At 
any rate it was no extortion of his, © Uhe bank 
paid the loss,” say the committee, aad if the bank 
thonght proper to pay it was that his fanii? 

2. The bank paid “the passage of himself and 
family to London a farther sum of 51,005.77 

Well, is not that a very common thing if you 
send an agent abroad to pay his passage there? 


go. 
3. So the “expenses of the agency were allowed 
him including a salary of £1,000 to his brother 
Mr. Charles B. Jaudon, as his principal clerk.” 
Well what of tha? What is there extraavdiuary | 
in allowing office rent to an agent, and then is it 
not pitiable to see the name of bis brother thus in- | 
vidiously introduced. Mr. Jaudon was gning alone 
tito a world of strangers, it was extremely desira- 
ble to make hnn independent of those around hiini— 
to have some one who during his absence would 
attend to his engagements on account of the bank; | 
and in case of his death, take charge of all the pro- 


perty of the agency: all these advantages liappened , 
to be united m liis own brother, which was deemed | 
a fortunate coincidence, aud the salary ofa thonsand | 


pounds for a person so qualified and so situated, far 
iro being extravagant, was much below what 
sunilar services are paid lorin London. But whe- 
ther it. Was or was not, the dirertors made the al- 
lowance, and of course Mr. Jaudon is nol to be re- 
proached with it. 


4 For his services the committee say “he was to | 


receive the commission therefore charged by and 
allowed to Messrs. Bating, Brothers & Co. equal 
to about $28,000 per annum,” but they add, “trom 
the increase of inoney operations arising from faci- 
lities afforded by the agency, the amount upon 
whici comini-sions were charged was greally aug. 
mented, so that the sams paid him for his ordinary 
services up to January, 1841, amounted at nine per 
cent. exchange to $178,044 47, and the expenses 
of the agency to $35,166 99." 

Well be itso. These $35,166 99 of expenses 
for clerk hire, and rooms, &c. during these three 
years from Jannary, 1838, to Jannary, 1841, would 
amount to $11,722 32a year. Deduct the salary 
ot Mr. Jaudon, just exhibitedin high relief $35,000, 
and there remains $6.722 33 for all the expenses of 
rent and three clerks hire—and stainps and postages 
and every sort of tniscellaneous service, and really 


there was in tliis case apolozy forit. The bank 
was briuging home and investing its means in 
stocks, and as tbese stock Joans go exclosively on 
the credit of the stuck without much regard tn the 
personal responsibility, it was supposed nof to be 
of much iinportance who were tbe 1eal borrawers— 
the stoek itself being sufficient to secure the bank. 

Accordingly my unpression is that when the 
committee of exchange weut into these stock in- 
vestments they were rather inclined than not to let 
these officers who had been lahoring bard get some 
benefit uf there was to be any froin the rise of stocks; 
and soit went on by degrees until the loans became 
too large aud the stocks declined in valne. All 
this l have since learned at second hand, rather 
than from any personal knowleage from the com- 
| mittees, lor l was then occupied by the general 
movement of the concentration in Penusylvania and 
lett to the committee the details. 1t too he was 
mistaken in his estimate of stocks i! was an error 
shared by so many that its very universality might 
extenuate it. Have not the slirewdest men—the 
closest men been deceived about slucks—is there 
any man in the country whose personal estate ig 
worth hall—nay one-third what it was three years 
ago? When therefore I see that the first item in 
| Mi. Jandon’s account reads— 
July 1, 1837. For note payable on de- 

mand previous loans of 1335 and "36 

included $408,389 26 

I think I see the cause of these loans and the 
misfortunes growing out of the facilities of proenr- 
| ing loans at that period. 1t is easy now for men— 
wise alter the tact—to descant npon these impru- 
dences; but they were safest who had no means of 
cominittfinz thein. But this committee of investi- 
gation shall have the fall benetit of their discoveries, 
They say that “when he resigned the situation of 
cashier and was appointed foreign agent he was in 
debt $408,389 25." But in the appen lix the case 


it does not seem so very enormous, 

But after all it did not give Mr, Jaudon any pro- 
fit—so that all that he gained were these $173,044 
47, which for three years makes an annual allow- 
anecof $59,348 12. The Messrs. Baring, Brothers 
& Co. had **ahout $28,000," but as the rate of coin- 
inission to* both. was the saine, if the increase of 
money operations bad been as great with Baring, 
Brothers & Co. as with Mr. Jaudon, they would 
have received the $59.348 12—that is to say, yon 
seud Mr. Jaadon to London agreeing to give him 
what your former agent received. If you do little 
busivess he gets little—if inuch he gets much—and 
when tie is there yon of your own accord, without 
eonsultiog him at all, make “an increase ot money 
operations” and then you complain of him because 
bis comtpissions increase in propartion. But thi¢ 
is not all. 

When the protest by Messrs, Hottingner & Co. 
had nearly prostrated the bank he went to the con- 
tinent, and saved it by negociating a loan, and the 
question was whether this being a matter entirely 
foreign to his agency, wholly voluntary, and 6f in- 
finite service to the bank, he oaght not to receive 
the same cammission which any other person who 
did the business—and no other person could have 
done it as well as Mr. Jaudon—wontd liave charged 
as a matter of course, "The board of directors de- 
cided that he should, and that see:ns ta remove all 
reproach from Mr. Jandon at least. 

Like innst prejudiced persons, moreover, (he cam- 
mittee look only on one side. They count up with 
great care the sums which the ageney cost—but 
they do not count up what it saved. Now in one 
single item the presence of Mr, Jandon saved twice 
or three times, perhaps four times all that has been 
paid to him. 

tle charged nothing for making sales or paying 
dividends—bnt any other house in additinn to what 
was paid ta Mr. Jandon, would have charged as a 
maller af course a cominission of one per cent, on 
all storks, shares and other liabilities sold by the 
bank—and this commission alone would have far 
exceeded all. the commissions and expenses of the 
agency, In these very sales moreover the exertion 
of Mr. Judon must have saved a large sum, as no 
house ocenpied with its awn aflvirs contd be pre- i 


is still stronger against him—tor after he went 
away, some ‘instalments on varions stocks” and 
other things brought np the whole of his acconnt to 
the sum of $510,065 G6—not exactly that balanee 
at auy oue thine—bat that was the debit side of the 
acconnt up to January, $3840. That is a lact. 
While actually so in debt there 19 paid to hin by 
this very bank, lor services and expenses $335,937 
39. That also is a fact. Then again it 18 stated 
that “the first instance in which an officer paid his 
debt to the bank in other than money which the 
committee can find, was in March, 1838, when Mr. 
Sainnel Jaudon (then in London as the agent of the 
bank), two other persons, paid a debt of $269,500,” 
in certain stocks, of which Mr. Jaudon’s third was 
$86,500. 

But this the bank received voluntarily in Mr. 
Jandon’s absence, without his knowledge, and only 
because he was connected witb others with whom 
the bank was making settlements, and included 
him with theim. So states his hrother, Mr. A G. 
Jaudon, in his letter to the stockholders, and so the 
[account of the committee itself shows. Now here 
are the facts, “we have given," says the cominittee, 
("the simple facts without comment.” But nine 
, tines ont of ten these simple lacts without comment 
are made fo tell the greatest falsehoods. Facts are 
not truth—they are only the materials of truth—and 
| their value, nay, (heir very meaning depends on the 
manner in which they are presented. Forty-nine 
facts may make a falselood until the filtieth fact 
makes truth of the whole, and quite as mnch de- 
ception is pradnced by misplaciug facts as by total 
fiction. The case ot Mr. Jaudon is a remarkable 
instance of this, for here are a pateel of statements 
called facts, and [ suppase they are facts, but they 
are so scattered and separated that the great truth 
Which they contain is studiously bidden, and while 
these laets as stated by the committee are intended 
to operate to the disadvantage of Mr. Jaudon, when 
yon put these very facts in their proper places they 
reflect great credit upon him. For ins'ance— 
You say, in page 49, that Mr. Jaudoiu’s 


shined to manage it as well~anda trifling ditlerence 
of one or two per cent, in the negotiation of these 
large amounts would defray all his expenses and | 
commissions. 

Aml now we come to what | cansider the most 
disengenuous, or even part of this report, 

l beg you to understand that iny defence of my 
fien Jiadon is not indiscriminate. 1 do not piro- 
less to be blind to the errors of my friends. Làm 
much more proud of esteeming them in spite of 
their faults. Now I think he cominitted a great 
mistake in sullering himself to borrow so much 


acconnl was at one time as bigh as $510,000 
You say, in page 16, that it is now, Dec. 

1810, 117,000 

You perceive that he paid off 393,000 
OF this amount the only sum that was 

pail in stocks was (at page 17) 86,000 
Leaving what he actually paid in cash 

the sim of $307,000 
But (in page 13) you complain that lie 

received for scrviees the enormous 

amount of 335,000 
Well then his reecipts cxeeeded his re- 

payments only 23,000 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MAY 8, 1841--BANK OF THE UNITED S 


TATES. 157 


Do you not begin to pereeive that after deduct- | answer, not only did they certainly know it. hut it is | vouchers to pass the account were signed by myself 


ing for his expenses these S28 000 he has paid fo 
the É 


inm F a 
2 ra OR: 


the bark by vu ube seien es— seriens whieh he pei 


formed at much less cost than ony foreign merchant and he who could see the expenditures danog any stou od 819.000, the cashier 


would have churged—and that every dollar the bank 
has allowed him has gone to pay up this old debt. 
Does not every body see that this gives an entirely 
new aspect to the whole question—for after all 
what other debtor of the bank has paid so mach or 
eo well during that time? 

I doubt whether there is one single man who has 
paid in any thing like the same proportion of his 
debi—$333,000 paid aud. the remaining $117,000 
perfectly well secured and in a course of reduction. 
If he has been an imprudent borrower he has cer- 
tainly been a prompt and large payer—and he has 
nobly struggled to repair the consequences of his 
indiscretiou in purchasing stocks which have since 
depreciated. 

lf this denunciation of him has been unjust in 
itself—it seems little less than maduess as regards 
the bank. He has long been the confidential agent 
of the bank. His character is identified. with it, 
his talents necessary to it, and yet in the midst of | 
its embarrassments, at the very moment when lie 
Was most needed, it sends to Europe a public de- 
nunciation of him, which whatever mischief it 
may do to him recoils ten(old on the bank. 

The whole ease then of Mr. Jaudon seeins to be 
simply this. He owed a large sum of money to 
the bank—the bank employed him in a most im- 
portant service and gave him a liberal compensa- 
tion—all of which he returned to the bank in pay- 
ment of his debt. His conduct in that respect 
seems to be rather very uncominon than very atro- 
cious. With great respect, youis, 

N. BIDDLE. 


formation from the officers of the bank.” 


!Aamposcible that they should not ki ou it 
+ 


TR Vu E 


Test perol, lt i One centiamis nsl oi EAP ter 
time must unavoiledly see those since Ihat time. 


home to them. 
Take for instance the sum of $99,000. 


3d of March, 1840. 


the names of the committee of direetors who had 


inaking their investigation—they were alinost daily 
under the same roof—and yet knowing all this, {he 
eoiniüittee never say one single word to these dircc- 
tors—they never say one single word of thein—but 
they suppress all these cireumstances and throw the 
whole odiuin of these identical $99,000 upon me 
who had teft the bank filteen months before. 

Look near at the injustice of this conduet. 

They say that they could get no ‘‘satisfuctory in- 
Why, was 
uot Mr. Dunlap, the president, an officer of the bank, 
and did he not in writing apprise thein thud this mo- 
ney was disbursed by the comnullee of directors?— 
Was not that Zuformution? 

Mr. Cowperthwaite, the cashier, went fo the choir- 
man of this commutice uf mvestigahon, aud gave him a 
wrilten explanation of what relates to him. Was not 


SIXTH LETTER FMOM NICHOLAS BIDDLE, ESQ. TO 
THE HON. JOHN M. CLAYTON. 
Andalusia, Bucks couuty, April 25, 1841. 
Hon. John M. Clayton, Dover, Deluware. 

My pear srr: | am going to tell you, this morn- 
ing, a very strange aud true history about this com- 
mittee. 

At the close of their report, Ihey say: it must be 
also mentioned that among the expenditures of the 
bank there is entered at various dates eommeneing 
May Sth, 1336, sums amounting in. all to $613,640 
15, as paid on the receipts of Mr. N. Biddle aad J. 
Cowpertliwaite" and “cashiers vouchers.’ As the 
co umittee weie unable to obtain satisfactory info- 
mation upon the subject of these expenses troin the 
books or oflicers uf the bank—applieation was made 
by letter to Mi. N. Biddle and Mi. Cowperthwaite, 
from whom no reply has been received.” 

On reading this no one could fail to understand 
that here weve GfIS,UO0 dollars, which I bad obtained 
from the bank, and ou being questioned abontit had | 
declined giving any answer, [rom which the natural | 
interence was that these funds were never accounted 
for. This isevidently what the comrattee intended | 
to be undeistood—tliis is What every body does un- | 
derstand. 

Now what I ain abont to say is so incredihle that 
I would not say it unless I could clearly prove it. | 
It is 

First, That at the moment of charging me with 
these 618,000 dollars, the committee Anew perfectly | 
weil, that nearly three hundred thousand dollars of | 
thul sum, had been expended since J left the bank— 
and 

Second, That the reinainder had been regularly 
passed by the board of directors on the report of a 
comnilee ol which the chaniman, Joshoa Lippin- j 
colt, was the Metical Joshaa Lippincott, chairman 
of this very caminiltee of investigation. 

You are surprised at this. You will be shocked 
wheu you see the prools of it. 

1. In this sum of Gt8,000 dollars, are ineluded | 
two sums, one of $181,000 
and the other 99,000 


Making $280,000 
The first of these sums was passed to the profil 


and loss acconnt on the 6th of January, 1840, on the 
saige vouchers described in the seport—and it was 
so passed on the recommendation of the dividend 


committee ol the following directors: 
Messrs. Newkirk, Cope, Bohlen, Priee, Cabot. 
The seeoud was passed in like inanner 10 the pro 


fit and loss aceount on the 6th of July, 1840, on the 


report of a dividend committee consisting of 
Messrs. Eyre, Taylor, Martin, Neti, Connell. 
You naturally ask, is it possible that the commit 

tee of investigation could have &nown this fact. 


this information? 
SI called,” says be, “upon Mr. Lippincott and 
expressed my anzeely io give ta the comnutlee any in- 


formntion I possessed on that or any other subject, 


stating to him the fact that I had been relused prr- 
mission to see these vouchers—l then slated to hin 
what my recollection was respecting them, he request 
ed it might be pul down in writing, and a short me- 
morandum was accordingly made." 


They saw the minutes of the bank where this 
committee of direetors was appointed who, they 
were assured by the president of the bauk, made 
these disbursements. Was not that informution?— 
Aie not the minutes books? 


Yetin defiance of all this they declare that they 
were “not able to obtain satistactory information 
upon the subject of these expenses, trom the books 
or officers of the bank.” 


In the same way with regard to the $180,000 
eharged in January, 1340. They suw the names, the 
dates, the sums It they were in Mr. Cowpeith- 
waite's tine. ke had gone to the chairmun and offered 
the explunution—il they were since Mr. Cow perth- 
waite's time, Mr. Dualap hud expluined to them thai 
ihis commultee of directors were the persous to apply 
to. But this committee would do nothing. They 
did not ask the committee of directors; they would 
not listen to Mr. Cuwperthwate. One thing, how- 
ever, al least, was perfectly eertain, that, whoever 
made these disbursements, I contd by no possibility 
have had any thing to do with them. And yet they 
fasten the whole on me, and make every ore believe 
that these expenses were ineuned hy ine. Observe 
too the artifice by wineh this conclusion js made to 
be believed. “Among the expenditures of the 
bank," say the committee, “there is entered at. va- 
rious dates, commencing May 5, 1836, sums ainount- 


ing in all, &e. &e. Commencing May 5, 15306, but 


they do not say where cading. That important fact 


is studiously hidden, because it wonld have been! 


seen at once Where my responsibility ended, and 
that these $280,000 were disbursed alter I lelt the 
bank. 


You see, then, that this committee of investiga- 


tion, knowing perfectly well that these #280000) which w 


conld by no possibility be imputed to ine, have de- 
ceived the stockholders into the belief that 1 had re- 
ceived the money. 


But this knowledge shall be brought directly 


On the 
16th Mareh, 1841, the cominittee ol investigation 
wrote to the president of [he bank asking him for in-| of! any particular disbursement, or after many 
formation, among other things, about that specific, changes in Ihe board of directors to show any writ- 
(sum, covered by the vouchers of A Lardner, cash’r 

The president answered tn writing thot thut sum of 
99,000 dollurs wus disbursed under the direction of a 
committee of the baard of direciors appointed on the 


This committee then had Ihe minutes of the bank 
before them—they read the resolutios—they saw 


disbuised the inouey—tliey were all directors of the | 
bank at the very moment when this commiltee were | 


The same aethontial eoniso recsivinem crindeed Ua nr any 


d 


(pn That lor asi |ance eas De Gus) ss 


(dur 
u 


, Ha giviog hus veucher. and 
| the connmittee giving their authonty jn witing, 
| though it was more commonly done by verbal im- 

struction; as in the case of digcounts by the commit- 
tees. Ot course afler a lapse of yeais an officer 
| would find it difficult to recall what was the object 


ten authority or receipt from any commitrees but 
still this confidence in verbal orders is so natural on 
the pait ol those engaged together daily in a great 
tnaltiplicity of transaetions, that wrilten orders and 
instructions are not habitual, Knowing little of the 
details of these disbursements, my confidence was 
{hat all of thein would pass throngh some revision 
by a competent committee before they were finally 
disposed ol. 

Accoringly, with regard to these identical dis- 
buisements, made during my administration, the 
whole ol therm were duly examined, reported upon by 
a committee and confirmed by the board before I left 
the bunk, the chairman of the committee so repurt- 
ing them, being the same individual who is now 
chairman of the committee of investigation. 


On the 2d July, 1338, the dividend committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Lippincott, (chairman), Waln, 
Cabot, Lewis and Vanderkemp, made their repait. 

They presented the profit and loss aceount, in 
which the leading item was— 

1888. DR. 
July 2. To bonus and permanent 
expenses, 
This consisted of two items— 
The bonus, $2,822,022 30 
And the permanent 
expenses, 


i 


$2,510,604 39 


688,031 99 


Making exactly the $3,510,694 39 
The committee say that “lhe amount of profits 
arising fiom discounts, exchange, interest and other 
sources during the last six months is $1,992,202 02. 
Dedneting froin this sum all the expenses and charges 
of the institution for the same period amounting 
to $492.758 55, the nett profits will amount to 
51,479,442. 47." So much forthe current expenses. 
Now for the permanent expenses. After giving 
some details of the busines of the bank, the com- 
| mittee proceeds: “These sums, together with, 
$5,255,972 92, the balanee remaining to the credit 
of profit and loss asreported by the last divideod 
committee, form an aggregate of $7,727.332 08. 
Against which there are now charged the bonus paid 
for the charter, and the permanent expenses of the bank, 
amounting together to $3,510,694 29, leaving a 
| belance of nett profits ol $1,216,687 80” And 
having se settled it, the committee propose—* That 
a dividend of four per cent. be now declar.d on the 
capital stock of this bank. 
| Signed, JOSHUA LIPPENCOTT, 
Chairman of the dividend commiitee.” 


| Here thenis the report of the dividend committee, 
| who before making the dividend are of course to 
|examine the expenditures. Those merely current 
‘they dednet at once fiom the eurrent profits—those 
| not arising from eurrent expenditures—and to be 
gradually spread like the bonus over the whole snr- 
face ol the charter, are put with the bonus and form 
an item of profitand loss. Mr. Lippincott and the 
dividend cotomittee report both—they have of 
| course examined hoth, and recomend to the board 
what (odo with both. "The board adopts the 1e- 
port—charging the eunent expenses against the 
cuirent profits—and charging to profit and loss the 
expences of a more durable character ander the 
head of permanent expenses, 


Remark the phraseology —“against which are now 
charged?—that is, for the first time eharged. These 
| lisbursetnenis were recorded as “permanent ex- 
| penses," on a book called the “state of the bank,” 
as on the table of the directors every day 
‘they met. And now the dividend committee for the 
first time transferred them to the profit and loss ac- 
count. 


| 


1t is this very transfer—this change of place—this 
handling these acenuntsand vouchers, which proves 
that the dividend committee with Mi. Lippincott at 
their head, bad examined them and assigned lo ibem 
anew place. That be and the committee should 
not have examined all these expenses with their 
vouchers is incredible—and what makes the ease 
much stronger is that at that very time he was ac- 
tnaily chairman of the committee on the state of 
the bank, in which other capacity it was made lis 
duty to examine these vouchers and expenses. 


You see again that Ihis committee declare that | 
they could get no information ftom the books and 
officers of the bank, when the books with the lacis 
were before thei, and both Mr. Dunlap and Mr. 
Cowperthwaite had given the information in writing. 
E You are astonished at allthis. Be more astonish- 
ed at what follows. In all these various disburse- 
ments for the service of the bank my agency was one 
rather of form than of substance. When neeessary 
-| for any purpose, some comumiltee, or some daly au- 
[| thorised person made the disbursement, and the 
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Now this sum of $688,031 99 thus charged by|charge of extravagance advanced by the senator the administration any thing to do with that? Could 


the hoard ta. pr fitand Joss, contained all the cv 
qn (his sui of $ols,U00 . 

I repeat tiererore what I began by asserting that 
the committee knew perfeetiy well that nearly three 
hundred thousand dollars of these expenses which | 
they ascribe to me, were made since I lelt the bank, 
aud that the remainder was charged to profit and loss 
by the board of directors on the recommendation of 
this very chairman of the committee of investiga- 
tion himself. ; 4 

And now my dear sir, let ine ask, did you ever 
hear of any thing like this on DE ot oP UNES 
any thing so ungenerous—so tnlair—so unjust. 

With great ou yours, N. BIDDLE. 


DEBATE ON THE PROSPECTIVE PRE- 
EMPTION BILL 
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 143.] 
In senate, Friday, Junuary 22, 1841. 

The pre-emption bill beiug under consideration, 
and the question being on Mr. CRITTENDEN’S mo- 
tion to recoinmit the bill to the committee on pub- 
lie lands, with instructions to amend it by allowing 
to actual booa fided settlers on the public Jands the 
right of pre-emption to any quantity not exceeding 
32U acres, and to restrict this right to aetual settlers 
whose estate shall not exceed the value of $1,000, 
and also to make provision lor the distribution of 
the proceeds of the public lands among the several 
states of the union— 

Mr. BvcHANAN addressed the senate in reply to 
the remarks of Mr. CnrTTENDEN on the day pre- 
vious, 

He was sorry, he said, that the remarks of the 
hotiorable senator from Kentucky, (Mr. CRITTEN- 
DEN), had rendered it necessary for him again to 
trespass on the attention of the senate, so far, at 
least, as to answer one or two of the questions pro- 
pounded to him; although he felt that the condition 
of his bodily health was such that he should gladly 
be excused. K 

And, first, (said Mr. B.) permit me to observe 
that, although the senator in a very frank manner 
disclaimed any intention to impute to me the hav- 
ing sneered at log cabins, or spoken iu disparage- 
ment of the judgment recently expressed by the 
people, all such imputations, if made from any 
quarter, are totally without foundation. I came to 
congress this session in the expectation that it would 
be a business session; that the political agitations 
which have convulsed the country would be suter- 
ed to subside; and that, instead of having the public 
councils interiüpted and disturbed by party dis- 
putes, we should adcress ourselves to bringing up 
the arrears of the public business. If this senate 
has been converted into a polieal arena, I, at least, 
have not been the cause. T have scarcely opened 
my lips sinee the session began, and never unless 
In necessary selt-defenee. 

I have another reason for desiting to abstain from 
taking part in this debate. I know that this ques- 
tion ol distribution has been recently before the le- 
gislature of iny own state, for whose decisions [ 
shall ever entertain and express the utinost respect. 
l am not one who, alter the sunshine of prosperity 
is past, is going to shrink from the succeeding 
storm My opinions in regard to the doctrine of in- 
structions shall never be departed from in the hour 
ofappaient gloom and adversity. I have forborne 
from entering into the discussion of the 
ject of the management of the publie domain. 1 
have the strongest opinion in favor of the general 
doctrine of pre-emption: nor had I the remotest idea 
that it would have been the subject of instruction 
in my legislature. I am glad to find the senator 
from Kentucky himself in lavorof the general prin- 
ple of pre-emption, aud rejoice in the hope that, if 
ever the project tor the distribution of the proceeds 
of the public lands shall becoine a law, (as I dis- 
tinctly foresee that it will), a provision in tavor of 
pre-emption will be inserted and made a part of it, 
fam willing to await the event. I will wait till 
general Harrison is in power, and then F will judge 
the tree by its fruits. But Lain compelled in cav- 
dor to say—and I am sorry to say it—that if the 
new president shall agree with the senator from 
Kentucky on oue subjeet, he will esteem that as 
the greatest public good which I esteem the greatest 
of evils, viz: the establishment of a national bank. 
I shall not now enter on that subject further than 
to say that, financially considered, at this period of 
exertion on the part of the banks to resume specie 
payments, the establishinent ol a new national bank 
inst enevitably ruin or cripple all the state institu- 
tious which have got capital, or iust create a na- 
tional debt to sustain at. But enough of that. 

Let me now come back to my proposed. task; 
which is briefly, and very humbly, to show that the | 


great sub- | 


from Kentneky, iMr. Crrprennen), arainst theft 


T " Y qe MA HIS 
Pilal css well Sores JEN 


judge between us r 


Senate w.li 


rau 1 


hey avoid snendine the money affer the senate had 


you will hud that in relation 


ost es 


extraor 


y expenditures, and 


in May, 1840, a report was made by the se. |to all of them no discretion was left to the presi- 


cretary ol the treasury, which conclnded by stat- 
ing that the aggregate amount of the ordinary and 
regular expenditure of the government during the 
whole period between 1824 and 1839, both in- 
elusive, has averaged but thirteen millions of dol- 
lars. By the ordinary and regular expenditures I 
mean those of the civil list and of the army and 
navy—all this is needed to carry on the government 
in peace. Of that amount I have heard none com- |t 
plain. The national expenditure from 1824 to 1839 
had risen trom seven to thirteen millions; and the 
cause of this increase is as palpable as day. Since 
1924 we have admitted new states—we have in- 
creased our army and our navy—we have erected 
new terrifories—and all the expenses of congress 
have enormously increased. Gentlemen might as 
well attempt to say that the little garment of the 
child of eight or ten years, whieh 1s sufficient to 
protect him from the winds ard suns and rains of 
heaven, must be sufficient for the same child when 
risen up into a full-grown man, as to argue that the 
expenditures which were adequate to the necessi- 
ties of government twenty years ago shall not in- 
erease with the growth of the uation to the present 
hour. Now, as to expenditures of the class | have 
mentioned, nothing has been, or, aa I apprehend, 
can be said. The complaint does not apply to these 
ordinary and necessary expenditures under Mr. Van 
Buren's administration, but to extraordinary expen- 
ditures ouly. And I am happy—{ congratulate my- 
sel(—I congratulate my country—that, though we 
called as loug ago as May, 1840, upon gentlemen 
on the other side to place their finger on the defi- 
nite items of expenditure, instead of doing so, they 
call on us to justity our expenditure item by item. 
Why, sir, what would the senator from Kentucky 
have? Would he have us go over an account con- 
taining ten thousand items, and take each one and 
demonstrate that it was a proper expenditure? — 
That, as he well knows, would be reversing all the 
rules of common sense and common law. I hand 
him the aggregate, with all the items and particu- 
lars. lf he says that the expenditure has been 
extravagant, it is his duty to lay his hand upon the 
item, to point out what partienlar has been extra- 
vagant. I have shown that the ordinary expendi- 
ture has not been complained of, and as to the extra 
expenditures, the secretary has enumerated them 
item by item; and with which of them has the ho- 
norable senator lonud fault? But the senator is right. 
He shows hiroselt a much better tactician in confin- 
ing himself to general charges than his colleague 
has done in descending to partienlars. Nations 
have to pass through difficulties of various kinds; 
circumstances change with changing years. At one 
time they enjoy a season of great prosperity, while 
at another they are plunged in embarrassment and 
disaster. Heavy expenditures are often compelled 
by necessity. The sums disbursed at one pertud 
may be much larger than at another, without the 
least reflection on those who are entrusted with pub- 
lic affairs. 1s it not the strangest thing in the world 
that an administration that happens to be at the helm 
during one of these periods should be denounced 
merely because the amonnt of money then expend- 
ed was grea!? Economy does not consist in hoard- 
ing up money aud doing no good with it, in refusing 
to the nation the means of detence and of prosperi- 
ty; but in applying the pnhlie inoney to wise and 
useful objects at the cheapest rate possible. It is 
alinost ainusing to take np some of the items out of 
whieh this charge of waste and prodigality bas 
arisen. One fruitful source of such charges has 
been the expenditure on the publie buildings. Why, 
sir, Who voted againt those appropriations? Did any 
member of the senate raise his voice in opposition 
fo then? Yet they alone have amounted to near; [ 
four millions. Then there are not less than three 
millions appropriated for pensions. Did any gentle- 
wan on the other side complain of them? 
the money given by a greatful country 
defended her in the times that tried 
to the broken relies of a past age, who lelt to our 
charge their widows who had share 
home while their husbands were ir 
But, be it good or he it evil to pay these pensions, 
had the administration auy thing do with if? Did 
not congress pass the pension laws? Did not the | i 
senator from Kentucky vote for them? I do noti} 
know, for E never hunt up the yeas and nays with a 
view to convict gentlemen on their past votes. [|i 
know, from the nature of the inan, that he wonld |f 
be one of the last to refuse. Was it then just in 
bim to sit (his down as an item against us? ‘Then 
there are sums expended in purehasing Indian title, 
and the removal of the Indians to the west, 


! 
j 
t 


Was not|t 
to men wojt 
men’s souls? 
J 
d their perils at |] 
1 the battlefield? 


$130,000,000 in four years. 
grounds of charge are of so extraordinary a charac- 
ter tha! ] cannot help adverting to them. There is 


and seven millions. 
son, during his fortunate administration, succeeded 
in settling all our claims with foreign governments. 
There were the five millions froin France, and 
about a million from Denmark; and, at the same 
time that his government thus cleared off our old 
scores with foreign nations, it kept the country at 
peace with all the world. 
ed into the publie treasury, and constituting a 
sacred trust, aequired by the most active exertion, 
and obtained ‘for the benefit of the people of the 
whole country, is brought into the aceount, and js 
employed to lend its aid in making up a charge 
against Mr. Van Buren; and, alter gentlemen have 
thus managed to get up a large snin, then they tell 
us they go for footings and not for partieulars; that 
they look not at items, but at aggregates. Is this 
just, is this fair, thus to look at the aggregate of ex- 
penditures, and declaim about extravagance, and 
yet, when the whole account is laid before you, to 
refuse to put your finger on a single charge and 
say, “this was wrong?" 
coming course towards a retiring administration? 1 
should have rejoiced had this acensation been post- 
poned till general Hairison lad eome into office. 
The new administration will have all the books 
and papers, and then they ean investigate these 
things to their heart's content. For one 
notice that if I shall then be here, I sh 
gentlemen to make good the charge they now 
bring, and to show [rom the publie documents our 
want of economy. 
| which we are reproached, there are added in about 
$20,000,000 of a national debt. 
with which we are treated. 
18 first charged with the expenditures for the public 
Service; to meet these it is compelled to make a 
debt, and then it is charged with that debt itself. 
Thus, that which extinguishes the debt of the ad- 
ministration is charged as an additio 


or whether the 


election is over and the administra 
we have just four specifications o 
Suppose them to be well found 


of such a man as 


cle. 
of its laws and constitntion, 
of its public morality, 
Had | expeudilures € 


dent; he was obliged to execute the Jaw of the land, 
and to carry the treaties of the nation into efieet, 


hold, therefore, that it is unfair, and an aet of in- 
ustice, to put down these items in order to swell 
he total, and then charge him with expending 
One or two of the 


he item of indemnities, amounting to between six 
What are they? Gen. Jack- 


‘The money thus receiv- 


Is this a generous and be- 


, I now give 
all call upon 


In the 130,000,000 dollars with 


See the injustice 
The administration 


nal ontlay.— 


[Heie Mr. B. read from a treasury document the 


amonat of debt extingnished on treasnry notes.] It 
has been bad enongh, and we have been censured 
enough for having been compelled to create this 
debt; but to charge us with the debt, and then 
charge us with paying it too, is traly astonishing. 
The senator from Kentacky employs a man to build 
him a house; the agent borrows in his name ten 
thousand dollars; he is charged with this ten thon- 
| sand, aud, if he pays it, that is so in 
aud he is charged with twenty thous 


uch additional, 
and! 
Now, fortunately for this government, no admi- 


nislration can be very extravagant but in one man- 
ner. 
priations inade by law, 
lie money is alwa 


Not a dollar ean it expend but under appro- 
and in this manner the pub- 
ys protected by pioper guard.— 


Hereta‘ore, while a poor hungry wretch who stole 


five dollars to buy bread for his children was sent to 
the penitentiary for lareeny, a man entrusted with 
the public money, who squantlered it and then fled, 
was considered as a mere trustee, 
hand of publie justice, 
put that matter on a proper footing, made the act 
felouy, and sent the defaulter to the 
not on a mission to Paris or London. 
ot the United States has hut one way 
gant in regard to the public money. 


and escaped the 
The sub-treasury bill first 


penitentiary, and 

A president 
to he extrava- 
It is through 


ns party in congress. He and his party, if 1n the 


majority, may make extravagant expenditures, — 
The proper way to test the 1 


natter is to investigate 
hese expenditures, item by item, tosee if they could 
save been avoided; to see if any party opposed thein, 
accusers did not vole with the ma- 
ority to appropriate the money. We have chal- 
euged gentlemen to this course, and now, alter the 
lion is put down, 
f extravagance.— 
ed, happy, happy, 
, after so large a sum 
d, the known talent and ingenuity 
; my friend from Keutneky can get 
ip but four small items of eharge. No country in 
be world has ever before presentei such a specta- 
lt is to (he gl ry of our country, to the bonor 
and to the high praise 
that, after a report of public 
xlending through nearly four years 


ndeed, is the country where 
has been expende 
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bas been subioitted to the keenest intellects, under | $500,000, (though thal amount has never been 


a public challenge to investigate it, they come for- | made out), come not to be needed? The chief ot 
ward sla fill of sse fateris cesfirsd tofie te G, Aukeren, Jul, Ross, fuse fe Cuni, ette 
four small charges wluch the senator trom Kentucky | were becuming tns. serious, came on to this ely 
bas brought against us. and inade an arrangement which rendered it unne- 
Let us look at them. What is the first? That al cessary to employ the troops which had been raised, 


body of 310 inen were taken from Missouri to Flu- 
rida to fight the Indians. This, I am informed, was 
the total number. I know nothing of the facis my- 
self, but [ am assured from the war department that 
300 men were the whole number so transpurted.— 
And what is the charge as a matter of expenditure? 
It is the difference in the cost of transportation be- 


and a large portion of them were, cousequently, dis- 
missed. The provisions were on band, not con- 
sumed. Ross, who had contracted to remove the 
Indians, was offered these provisions, but would not 
take them off the hands ot the government at any 
| price. Now, then, where is the impropriety on the | 
part of the government? Was it in the collection of 


l 


The secretary of war assure 


; ret s me that 
is desciiptio 


n cost the government only c 
a a : 


troops of 
^ne @ieth 


ae E: ia 


; i hes j 
thagoons—-tial they were to Tecvive the ay olan- 
lai try, and nothing else. This description ol troops 
has cultivated the ground with so inuch diligence as 
fo bave reduced the price of corn and pork for the 
army. The surplus product has been sold, the 
transportation saved, and this force inaintained in 
the heart of Florida. Unluckily, however, for the 
senator, the secretary never succeeded in getting 
five hundred of these raen, but could ouly raise from 
two hundred and filty to three hundred. Yet now 


tween taking these troops trom Missouri, and taking 
them from Georgia, Alabama, or Kentucky, That 
is the gist of the charge. That ditterence forms the 
whole matter of offence. Now I am informed that 
these 300 troops were not murched through Kentne- 
ky. as the gentleman at first supposed,but were carri- 
ed hy water to Florida. Unlortunately, they encount- 
ereda storm on the way, and their horses were lost at 
sea. And why was this vast adilitional expenditure 
incurred? Because the government had no confi- 
dence in the bravery of the men ol Georgia, or Ala- 
bama, or Kentucky? Not at all; but because it was 


suggested that these men from the Missouri frontier, by the difference of price. But whether this be so | 
cousisting of hunters and trappers, were most ac- 


or ho, the administratiou is no more responsible for | 
customed to the habits of Indian warfare, and might] the loss than is the senator from Kentucky. "There 
be mure successiul in pursuing the wily savage foe fis no responsibilty on any one. The commander | 
through the recesses of their morasses and ever- | did his duty, the administration did its duty, and did | 
glades than men ever so brave who were destitute {not know of the sale of the provisions till all was | 
of this sort of experience. At the time of the Indi- | over. So much for the senator’s second item of 
an wars in Kentucky, the men of Kentucky would charge. 
have been the be-t possible troops to employ against) The third specification consists of a very ridicu- 
Indians, but the Indian wars in Kentucky have long | lous order of a general Read, in Florida. Now there 
since ceased, and it was thought the hardy border- | is no man living who better knows how to turn into | 
ers from the remote part of Missouri would be the | ridicule whatever will admit ol being so treated, than | 
best sort of inaterial to apply to such a service.— | tlie senator from Kentucky; and this, I admit, has 
That conclusion may have been wise. I believe something ridiculous in itself. Here Mr. B. read the 
myself it was wise. The conduct of these inen, | order, as lollows: 
with col. Gentry at their head, showed how hrave “Head quarters, Florida brigade, 
and fearless they were. Forty or fifty of them lost Newnansville, Dec. 4, 1840. 
their lives, and all we have had to pay was the dif- “The troops of the sedentary infantry service, of | 
ference in the transportation between St. Lonis, or | which captain Broer’s company is an integral por- 
Lexington, or Nashville. Happy. again I say, hap- | tiou, shail not at any time be ordered on active duty; 
py is the country where, in the very head and front | nor will it ever occur, during their terin of service, 
of the wasteful extravagance of the government, | that they shall be ordered to march a greater dis- | 
such an item as this is put forward. tance than twenty miles beyond the head quarters 
The honorable senator from Kentucky spoke of | of their respective companies. They will be di- 
certain dragoons who were marched throngh his | rected to remain at their ustal place of abode, and 
own state into Florida. That is tiue: they were so expected to engage seduously in the putsuit of their 
marched, but they were brouglit Irom the borders of | usual occupations. 
Arkansas, not fiom Missouri. And why were they “LEIGH READ, brig. gen. Florida brig. 
so marched? Not to spend money, but to save it. “Capt. Broer, Mundurin.” 
Tbey transported themselves, aud during their] Well, this is one item of extravagance against 
march they were trained every day upon the road,! Mr. Van Baren’s administralion. But when this 
so that when they arrived in Florida they were to a | comes to be explained, the senator will find why this 
considerable degree disciplined. Had they been | Florida general tells these troops whom he calls se- 
sent round by water, they might have lost their dentary mititia, to stay at home and mind their bu- 
horses, as the Missouri men did, and they could not | siness; and though it would certainly have been 
have been trained at all, I ain inlormed by men of | better not to have pat it in the form of a written or- 
military experience that the operation was one of | der, it may nevertheless have been very salutary 
economy. advice. It will be recollected that the secretary of 
And now to the second charge. I was fully pre- | war asked from the government a thousand mount- 
pared to meet this charge yesterday, but | thought | ed men, to have the same pay with cavalry, and to! 
Jt best to be quite certain of my ground, and there-| he enlisted for the war. The senate not only corn- | 
fore deferred my answer till to-day. The charge is, | plied with this request, bnt increased the number of 
that $500,000 worth of provisions were stored up at| men to filteen hundred. The bill passed this body, | 
a certain point iu the Cherokee nation, and that, not! and went to the house of representatives—there it 
being required by the army, tlie whole was sold lor | was referred to the committee on military affairs, 
$90,000. Now, in the first place, I am informed | who reported it back tothe house, recommending 
that there is great. exagzeration iu this statement; | that the number be increased to two thonsand, but 
that the provisions neither cost so high nor sold so| the bill was never reached, and consequently no 
lowas has been charged. There was, however, | tioops were raised. But did congress intend 1 that 
considerable loss. 1 will tell the senate how it oc- | Florida was not to be defended? That the president 
curred, and then I will ask the gentleman from Ken- might not call out the militia of Florida? Certainly 
tucky to retract the charge of extravagance. ‘Ihis| not. The very fact that congress did not act. upon 
government had entered into a treaty with the Clie- | any bill fur raising additional troops was, in itself, | 
rokee natiuu; the Cherokees refused to execute the | conclusive proof that they expected the president | 
treaty, and a state of incipient war commenced.— | should call out the wnilitia of Florida. None can 
The Indians thought the government never would presume that it was the intention of congress to give 
compel their removal, but they were located on the up the defenceless women and children of that ter- 
territory of three adjacent states, each of which was ritory to the tomahawk and scalping knife. Well, 
fully determ ned to have them removed, The United | belore any order was received trom government, 
States government, in order to carry into execution | the governor of Florida raised a body of mounted 
a public treaty, which was the law of the land, de- men, nominally at the expense of Florida itsel; bat 
Bpatched the here of Lundy’s lane, and vested hin | every body knew the expense would have to be paid 
with lull powers to enlorce its provisions. This by the United States; hence the secretary of war 
hero of Lundy’s lane and of Bridgewater may, at interposed, and ordered ont a thousand mounted 
some future day, become the most distinguished of | men, whuse duty it should be to pursue the Indians, 
our cilizens, for the 1ace of military heroes is not| while another body of five hundred militia were col- 
extinct iu our cnuntry, nor tie disposition to exalt | lected, who were to act like the. “minnte inen? of 
them to the presidency. General Scott executed | the revolution, who should remain at home, but be 
his commission with the utmost fidelity. He had ready for instant service. He knew that the [n- 
the example of the Florida war oetore his eyes, and | diaus were stealing in their secret, stealthy manner, 
it read a lesson of the necessity of the utmost cele- | and that the troops could not be every where. He 
rity and energy in the outset of a war. Was it, established barriers, and directed these ipilitia to 
then, necessary to execute that treaty by military | raise their own corn upon the land, but to be prepar- 


this amount of provisions which would have been 
necessary had the troops remained in service? What | 
would the gentleman have said had the troops been | 
| wanted, and no provisions prepared for their use?— | 
In consequence of the peaceable removal of the| 
Cherokees, the troops were dismissed, and the pro- | 
visions remained on hand. What was to be done 
with them? There they were, in the tnidst of the 
Indiaa country; there was no demand for them, and 
there was no sacrifice of the public inoney save on 
the articles of bacon and hard biscuit, for it would 
have cost more to remove the residue than was lost 


i 


the senator ridieules this order of the governor of 
Florida as direeting these sedentary infantry sedu- 
lously to remain at home, and there sedulnusly to 
attend to their business, when the very purpose for 
which they were raised was, rot that they night 
march through the peninsula of Florida, (that duty 
belonged to the monnted corps), but to form a com- 
pact ratnpart between oursettlements and the Indian 
toe—a body guard to tlie exposed and helpless wo- 
inen and childeen—a living barrier through which 
the savage enemy should not be permitted to pass. 
Had they gone in chase of Tigertail or Sam Jones 
they wonhl have been acting in direct contradic- 
tion to the purpose for which they were embodied 
and paid. 

And, now, in regard to the fourth and last item in 
this bili of particulars: and how the senator can 
manage to convert this into a charge against Mr, 
Van Buren's adininistration I am really at a loss to 
know. Lis the establishment of the branch mints, 
When and by whom were these established? By 
Mr. Van Buren? Not at all; but by the act of con- 
gress pf the 4th of March, 1835, two years before 
he came info power! It happened that I was my- 
self decidedly oppused to the measure; and I be- 
lieve it has turned ont that, with the exceplion of 
tlie mint at New Orleans, they have accomplished 
but little good. One of these branch mints was es- 


| tablished at Charlotte, North Carolina, and another 


at a place called Dahlonega, in Georgia. I believe 
tbat at the latter place the gold has given out. The 
mint, it is true, is there, and ready to do business, 
and wonld be mnch obliged to any one who would 
supply it with customers, but there is little or no gold 
there. 

Mr. LuurEiN, of Georgia, bere interposed to ex- 
plain, and said his friend from Pennsylvania was 
much mistaken. The gold in Georgia had not given 
out. So far from it, it was the opinion ol every intel- 
ligent man, and those most conversant with the sub- 
ject of mining, that the mines of that region were 
inexhaustible, and new discoveries were constantly 
making. 

Mr. Bucnanan. I am very glad to hear the state- 
ment of the honorable senator, but L believe that the 
nines have not furnished rauch within the last three 
or four years, or, if they bave found much gold, it 
has not been brought to the mint. I hope, I am 
sure, that it may come down upon them in showers, 
I desire it with all my heart. But whether that 
shall be the case or not will make no difference as 
to the question of Mr. Van Buren’s economy. His 
administration did not establish these mints, and is 
not responsible for them in any way. For myself 
Lam very sure that the other senator {rom Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Cray) willdo me the justice to state 


| that I stuck to him against these mits, under tbe 


lead of governor Hill, who would not let ms give 
even an incidental vote that was nota dead shot 
against these mints. They were not established by 
any party here—neither by the present adininistra- 
tion nor the past. 

I have now gone over the four specifications of 
charge referred to by the honorable senator from 
Kentucky, (Mr. CRITTENDEN), and happy indeed 
am I to find that these are the only items of acen- 
sation he has been able to get up against the exist- 
ing adininistration. I am sorry that the national 
expenditures have not been more economical. But 
what of that? If congress thought such large 
amounts were required by the necessities of govern- 
ment, and the gentleman himself and his frienda 
concurred in making the appropriations, is the presi- 
dent responsibile because he expended the money? 
As tu the future, I have a perfect confidence that 
the amount of revenue accruing froin the customs 
during the year will not be less than 18,000,000; 
and il so, they will have money enough. We will 
| furnish therm all the inuney we can, and are willing 
to provide them with $5,000,000 more in the shape 
of treasury notes. 

I rose merely to make these answers to the charges 
of the senator from Keutucky. I have no doubt that 
| the faets I bave stated are substantially correct. We 
shall soon have the details, and then I will furnish 


means, and not necessary to collect provisions for | ed to rush to head quarters at the shortest notices 
the troops? Now, nnder what circumstances did| and, having repelled invasion, to return to their 
this depot of provisions, which are said to have cost] peaceful pursuits, 


them to the gentlemen in an official form. 
[DEBATE TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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CHRONICLE. 
AMERICAN MANUFACTURES. A correspondent 


of the 
nmm 


ecanhae Duel 3t e-z?— 
They eost upwards of $1,500 each; but itis “the sigma 
and reflecuons” east upon the inanulactories of Eng- 
land that is complamed of. The writer adds: 

. "Iris a fact, thatiron, cotton, woollen a nd other ma- 
nufactures, are extending in America, France, Germa- 
ny, Switzerland, and other countries; still let us hupe 
the day is far distant when our manufacturers shall teel 
the diminution o ! e 
quantity of svads manufactured in ihis country. I is 
10 be hoped the introduction of furcign machinery will 
rouse our mechanical men to greater application, which 
will teud to farther and more important inventions and 
improveinents in engines and other articles of machine- 
ry, su necessary to maintain our cominercialsupremacy, 


and so indispensable for the support of our popalation.” 


AMERICAN TROTTERS. The Americans, who derive 
their best breed from ns, have hitherto been able to 
produce hurses d superior to ours in trotting, and 
the only. possible reason for this must be, that they 
early habituate those horses that appear likely to shiue 
at this pace to stiek tu it, and no other, which they cer- 
tainly would never think of doing were their trotting 

awers likely to be remnnerated by no more substantial 
beret to their owners than mere fame. The trotting 
stakes on the other side of the Atlantic, however, are 
sufficiently large to induce the Americans to turn their 
attention to improving a pace which, when rendered 
first rate, ia sure to be rewarded hy ample pecuniary 
gains; and there can be no doubt that, were similar 
prizes instituted in this country, we should very shorily 
be able ro curapete with Brother Jonathan in a pace 
which he has so studiously cultivated as to be able at 
the present moment to send horses to this country 
which throw down the gauntlet to our best trotters. 

(Old English Sporting Mag. for February. 


Antiquitics OF CENTRAL AMERICA. Mr. Stephens, 
the celebrated traveller in ihe east, delivered an intro- 
ductory lecture in New York, un Monday evening, the 
26:h of April, on the an'iquities of Central America.— 
Ie is to be followed by Mr. Catherwood. The Ameri- 
can says: 

“We have been favored with a sight of rhe numerous 
drawings made by Mr. Catherwood, at Palenque, Ux- 
mal and other places, many of which will be exhihited 
at the lectures, on an enlarged scale. 
gigantic edifices adorned with the most elaborate seulp- 


i 


Tn 


tures; colussal statues of grotesque figures; Basso relie- 


vos; tablets of hieroglyphics, as mysterious as were those 
of Egypt; altars of saenrifice, &c. 
au altar, which, in point of execution, is scarcely sur- 

assed hy the celebrated tomb of Alexander, described 
b Dr. Clark. 

“Mr. Stephens was fortunate in having such a com- 
panion as Mr. Catherwood, to aid iim in lus researches; 
as liis long residence in Egyp! and Syria, in connection 
wil his profession, (that of au architect), will enable 
him to draw comparisons and arrive at conclusions 
relative to the ancient monuments of America, which 


the ordinary student or aniquarian would be 1ncapa- 
bie of.” 


ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC CANAL. 
American merchants was held in. Rio Janeiro, in Fe- 
broary last, to take measares to further the construction 
of a ship canalthroagh the Isthmus of Darien. The 
meeting was of opinion that as the whole eredit of this 
enterprise ought to belong to the United Siates, they 
should undertuke it without delay, before other nations 
interfere to snatch from thein the prolit and credit of so 
great an enterprise, 


Baxr U, S. The Philadelphia Inquirer of the Ist 
inst. says; "We learn that the papers are now in prepa- 
ration, with regard to the trusteeships that have been 
deterinined upon by this institotion. One of these is 


intended to secure the city hauks that hold $5,000,000 
in post notes—the other is destuned far the beueüt of the 
ale 


circulation and depusters. Real estate stueks, &c. will 
be placed in the hands of the tii ; and we may pre- 
sume that the cireulation and deposites will be paid as 
speedily us possible. 

| “The cirentution of the U, States hank at the present 
Ume, Is estimated at $2,700,000. The money depo-ites 


in the bank in this eity, are under $300,000, The di- | 


rectora are making every ellort 1n their 
an arrangement ro enable them to liqui 


p to eifect 
claims at the earliest inotuent possible.” 


ate both these 


Port or Dosrow. During April there arrived at the 
port ol Boston 502 vessels, 364 of which were coastwise 
and 135 tovewn. ‘Phere cleared inthe same time 311 
of winch 231 were cuastwise and 110 foreign, ; 


CivcixsaTL— The annual exports uf Cincinnati are 
estimated. at $9,000,000, viz: pork and beef, in all 
forms, $3,000,000; flour, 31,200,000; whiskey, $300,000: 
manofaetured arueles of all kinds, $3,000 0J0; and the 
residue misecllaneous articles of produce. 

Coat, USED IN tite Uxirrp States 
the Western Farmer, stone co 
eastern cities, ns a substitute 
eonsumption inerea 
was anginented ro 815,000 tons, 

fn England itis in general use, and mac 
valent to the labor of 40,000,020 5 
in that country by its use. 


Iu 1820, says 
al wasintridneed into the 
tar wood. In 1526, the 
to 13,000 tons, and in 1840, yt 


hinery equi- 
vl tica, 1s now moved 


f foreign demand for the inmense | 


They consist of 


Among the latter ts 


A larg? meeting of 


s 


| 


| It is now applied ro steam power in this country a 
well as to iron furnaces, which has reduced the price o 
BS naui nre aenr dU per cent. 


DEArHs reported last week in. Pailadelphia 132, of 
which 19 by cousampuon and 46 were ander two years 
of age. 

Iu Baltimore 39, of which 10 were fiee blacks, aad 
3 slaves; and 13 were under two years of age. 


DisTILLERIES IN Tus Unirep States. There are 
9,057 distitleries in the Untred States, manufacturing 
36,313 236 gallons. North Carolina has 2,793 distille- 
ries, Virginia 1.450, Tennessee 1,331, Pennsylvania 707, 
| Kentucky 890, and New York bat 38. 


Exeetions took place on the 3d instant in. Indiana, 
for seven representatives to congress. The Cumber- 
land district uf Pennsylvania elected a representanve 
on the 4th; ‘Tennessee were io elect 13 representatives 
on the 6th; and Worcester district Massachusetts were 
to hold an election on the 5th; Ontario district New 


Maple sugar. General Chancey Eggleston has the 
most extensive sugar came in Ohio, situated in Auburn, 
G-auga county. His sogar honse is furnished wnh 
fixiures and appaiatus for manufacturing 600 pounds 
of sogar per day A reservoir capable of containiog 
60 or 8U barreis, receives the sap, Whence itis drawn 
into irou pans, pluced over a furnace 10 be boiled down, 
and transferred again toa large kettle for "sugarin 
off" 2,700 trees have been tapped this year, t wh 
the season bas not been a. favorable one for making 
sugar. 

Taverns IN PHILADELPHIA. By an enumeration just 
made it appears that there are in the city and. county of 
Philadelphia. nine hundred and two taverns. The num- 
berin the city alone is 338. In the Northern Liberties 
126; Spring Garden 69; Kensington 79; Southwark 79; 
Moyamensing 23; ail other places in the county 136. 

TEMPERANCE REFORM “A meeting of the friends of 


temperance was held in Cork, when the secretary of 
the general society, Mr. Kennagh, read the following 


York are to elect a representative on the 11th; North 
Carolina are to elect 13 on the 13th; and Maryland 8 
on the 17th; Alabama, Mississippi and Illinuis are yet 
to elect membris. 

The New York Journal of Commerce says, it is 
stated that governor Carlin, of Hlinois, has declined 
calling a speciaf session of the legislature, to provide 
for the elechon of congressmen. Tilincis will conse- 
quently not be represented in congress, at the extra ses- 
sion. 


ExenaxcE. New York on England 1093; on France 
5,27. Philadelphia 32; Baltimore 43; Richmond 5235; 


Nurth Carolina 4525; Savannah 3435: Augusta 12315; 
Charleston lali; New Orleans 5ia6; Louisville and 
Cincinnati 7472; St. Louis 8; Detroit and Nashville 12 
a 15. 


Tue FISHERIES. The Georgetown Advocate states 
that the sapply of fish this season, notwithstanding iis 
backwardness and general inclemency, is equal, per- 
haps, to any ever belore witnessed. The quality of both 
shad and herring is also excellent, so that our fishermen 
have been generally well rewarded in their laadable but 
labotious business. 


Frovm. No alterations in prices. The inspected last 
week in Baltimore 10,015 bbls. and 172 half bbls. 


Tron. In 1740, the amountof iron madein England 
and Wales was ahout 17,000 tons. In 1796. it had in- 
creased to 125,000 tons—in 1530, to 700,000 tons—in 
1539, it was the enormous amount of 1,512,000 tons, 
and within the last nine years, $54,000,000 worth of it 
was exported to this country. In the United States, the 
amount made is 250,000 tons; but it is fast increasing, 
and since the introdoeuon of bituminous coal for the 
furnace, it is hoped that we shall soon be able to supply 
ourselves. Last year we imported from England and 
Rossia, to the amount of $10,000,000, 


Ler, Mass. There are 12 paper mills in Lee, that 
manufactnre 1,200 tous of stock annually, producing 
paper to the value of about $300,000, 


A Metnoorst Eriscopan curc is being erected in 
Pluladelpmia, in which pews are to be introduced—the 
first if we are not mistaken in this country. 


AN OFPICAL MARRIAGE. A few days since, in New 
York, a young aud beautiful Jewess sued, a young 
tsruelite for breach of promise of marriage, laying her 
damages at $5.000; the faithless swain was lodged in 
the debtor's prison, in default of bail. There he lad 
time to reflect, and then azrecd to marry, when the 
lady refused; but the counsel and friends of both par- 
ties interposing, they became re-united again, and, pro- 
ceeding to the p ilice office with their witnesses, were 
duly married by justice Matsell. 

. Tug U. S. erig Porpotse, captain Ringgold. was 
in the Pacific ocean on the 24 December last, in lat. 2 
N. lon, 143 W.—~officers and crew all well. 


, QUARANTINE LAWS. The board of consulting physi- 
cians in Boston, have expressed an opinion thar ‘the 
total abolition of the present system of quarantine, re- 
gulations is demanded by the public good. 


. Suprine statistics. Pennsylvania, although remote 
fron the ocean, sull possessesa very handsonie amount 
oF tonnage, — Massaehüsers owns 526.000 tms of ship- 
pins: New York 463,000; Maine 232,050; Pennsvlva- 
nia 112,000; Maryland 110,000; Louisiana 109,000, 


SrrcE—which has been shipped for a year past from 
New York to Earope, at the rate of from a million to 
a milion and a halt per month, seems disposed to stop 
with as for the present prices—say from 4 to 6 per cent. 
in the Baltimore market. The Great Western left New 
York on Saturday without any, and that few sterling 
| bill transueuons by her orthe Columbia trom Boston. 

The barque Eugene, at New York from Vera Cruz 
brought $65,000 in specie. 

STEAM sirs. No aceounts yet of the President. By 
an oraval from Payal, we leari thatshe lad not reach- 
ed that purt us late as the 4 lr April, 


S rock: s—sules of Pennsylvania 5's of 1870 in. Phila- 
eipig at 84; U. 3. Bank of l'enusylvania shares 16$ a 
UT B 


1r 

Sugar. By late Texas papers we learn that the 
planters on the Colorado. are turniny their attention 
more and more to the cultivation of sugar, A sufficient 


statement, showing the result of the recent tour of the 
aposile of temperance. The subjoined numbers were 
respectively added to those previously reported— 

Tipperary, 60,000; Limerick, 10,000; Thurles, 75,000; 
Balleyshannon, county of Donegal, 60,000; Newton- 
berry, county of Wexford, 33,000; Ballygarret, do. do. 
20,000; Mountmellick, Queen's county, 25.000; Gorey, 
9,000; Enniscorihy. 15,000; Mallow, 7,000; Cork, 6,000; 
Casiledermot, 30,000; Durlavin, 25,000; Templemore, 
70,000; Carlow, 100,000; Merryborough, 100,000; Kells, 
(Meath), 100,000. 

Thev had ewht Roman Catholic prelates enrolled, 
and 700 of the Cathelie clergy. [Cheers.] The late toar 
produced 1,449 000—which, added to the former ge- 
oeral return, namely, 3,500 000, left the total 4,647,000. 
[Tremendous cheers.] Yes, four million six hundied 
and forty-seven of the population of Ireland were at the 
moment sound and determined tetotallars. [Cheers.] 

[Irish paper. 

Teas. The prices at which the cargo noticed in our 
last sold at New York at 6 months range for hyson 
—9 double chestsat $1 Ial 16; 10 chests at $1 07a 
1 06; 215 do. at 6152605; 300 6.b. hoxes at 60; 300 do. 
withdrawn. Young hvson—35 half chests at 86c; 157 
hf. chests at 8227705; 100 do. wiiidraw n; 229 chests and 
709 hf. chests at 762463; 58 chests and 40 hi. do. at 
59453; 496 lil. do. at 50247c. Gonpowder—6 hf. chests 
at $1 09; 5 do. at $1; 72 da. at 90280; 17 do.'at 60; 32 
withdrawn; 136 da. a! 56:55; 323 boxes of 13lhs. and 
254 of Gib. at 662652; 50 13lb. boxes at 57; 200 with- 
drawn; 30 cases cannisters at 86; 73 cannisiers withe 
drawn. Imperial—87 half chests at 86; 156 do. aod 
405 13ib. boxes at 660603; 40 half and 20U boxes at 
59253. 

Tonacco, A lively business was done last week in 
this article in Baltimore; good and middling at former 
quotations, but inferior aad common have declined a 
little; inferior and common $4a%4 50; middling to good 
$5a$7 50; good $8389 50; and fine $9a$13. Theieis 
some inquiry for Ohio, but the transactions are not 
large. We quote common to middling $5; good $5 50 
a$6 50; fine ied and wrappery $8u$12; prime yellow 
at $7 504810, and extra wrapperv $15417. The in- 
spections of the week comprise 634 hhds. Maryland; 
71 hhds. Ohio; 65 hhds. Kentucky; H hhds. Virginia, 
and 4 Ithds. Pennsylvania—totüit 755 hhds 

The Philadelphia U. S. Gazette says: “Since the 
erection by the city of the large and commodious to- 
bacca warehouse at the foot of Dock street, the business 
in this great staple of our produce has been s.eadily in- 
creasing, affording us well grounded hopes that this 
market will ere long become an important tobacco de- 
put both for exportation and home consumption. The 
receipts so far this season reach 750 hogsheads, against 
521 for ilie corresponding period of last year." 

WHALE FISHERY. There arrived ai New Bedford, 
doring the monti of March, three ships and one barque 
with 4,550 blils. sperm and 4.650 bhls, whüle oil. At 
Sagharbor, duting the sume time, four ships with 720 
bbis. sperm and 11,700 do. whale. At New London, 
i two ships with 210 bbls. sperm and 5,290 do. wha'e. At 
| Fairhaven, a ship and a baique with 2,300 hbls. sperm 
and 1800 whale. At other ports, ewht ships and one 
l bris, with 5.243 bb rm and 11.910 bbls. whale. 

[Newburynort Herald. 

Wuevr. At Baltimore for Pennsylvania. best red 95 
a 90; Maryland 35 to 90, very hide at market. 

Woor. A suit was tried in the United States cirent 
court, in New York, against the late collector of New 
York, to recover duties charged by the collector on 
wool, aud the question. turned on the canstruetion of 
the Ist section af the act of congress of 1832. ‘The in- 
voice was of unmanufactured wool and the question is, 
wus it subject to any duty, ar sobject to the. duty pre- 
scribed by the aot. The act says that when wool is 
unmanniietured and docs not exceed the valne of eight 
cents when purchased, it shall be free of duty, but if 
the valne be above eight cents, it shall be subject to 
the duties prescribed by the act, The cost of the wool 
woold te less then eight cents if the charges were not 
added to it, bit if the charges were added toit. it would 
be u traction above cight cents and liable to duty, Ht 
depended therefore on the question whether under the 
act, the charges aie to be considered. as part of the 
value. The court deeided that the charges were not to 


ls. spe 


quantity was raised lust yearin the neishborhood of the 
Leypuan settlement to supply that populous neighhur- 
hood. [N. O. Pecayuae, 


be considered as forming part of the value of the wool, 
in culculatiag is value for the purpose of subjeeting it 
to duty. Judgieut wus therefore given to the plaintif 
—in cffc et udmiting the wool free, 
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The steamer Britannia arrived at Boston on tbe 
5th inst. in thirty-eight hours (rota Halifax bringing 
Liverpool dates to the 20th alt. 

The Caledonia which left Boston on the Ist, and 
Halifax on the 4th alt. reached Liverpool in thirteen 
days and eighteen hours trom Boston. 

No intelligence had been received respecting the 
steam ship President, and the most intense anxiety 
was felt for her safety. Insurance could not be ef- 
fected under 80 per cent.—75 had been paid. Their 
last lingering liope appeared to rest upon the possi- 
bility that she might have gone into Bermuda; we 
have accounts from thence that prove tbat hope to be 
faliacious. 

The President had not been heard of at Fayal, on 
the 28th of March; at Terceira, on the 27th of 
March; or at St. Michael's on the 2nd of April. 

“Her majesty upon leaving Buckingham palace 
for Windsor castle, left commands that immediately 
upon the news of the safety of the President reach- 
ing London, a special messenger should be de- 
spatched with the intelligence.” 

O'Connell is again busy in Freland pushing the 
repeal agitation. 

Parliament not being in session, nothing has oc- 
curred in the domestic policy of England worthy of 
notice. 

The county of Kilkenney in Ireland, is represent- 
ed to be in au alarming state of anarchy and dis- 
turbance. We do not generally notice similar ac- 
counts with which the London papers so frequently 
abound but in this instance we find it in a govern- 
ment paper. 

Sir George Arthur, late lieutenant governor of 
Upper Canada, had arrived in Loudon, and bad long 
conferences at the foreign office. 

Some detachments of troops were under orders 
for the Brilish possessions on this continent, but 
they evidently were reliefs for others ordered home. 

The ford mayor ol London gave a splendid enter- 
tainment at the Mansion liouse on Easter Monday. 

At a public meeting held at Liverpool on the 12th 
ult. to consider a petition to parliament tor the re- 
peal of the corn laws, the proceedings were greatly 
interrupted by chartists. 

The raugership of Windsor Great Park hag heen 
conferred upon prince Albert. 

The duke of Sussex has entirely recovered from 
his late illness. 

Commodore Napier arrived at Liverpool in the 
steamer Oriental on the 13th alt. 

Tle London correspondent of the N. Y. Courier 
writes on the (9th, “The general intelligence receiv- 
ed by the Caledonia has been considered satisfacto- 
ry, but not sufficiently decided on several subjects 
of great importance, including the affair of Mr. 
McLeod. That this recently so exciting a business 
will pass away without farther danger to the peace 
of Great Britain and the United States, appears to 

Vou. X—S1a. 1H. 
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" THE PAST—THE PRESENT—FOR THE FUTURE. 


The state of the money market continues to be 
sound, and the foreign exchanges remain satisfacto- 
ry—but the intervention of the Easter holidays, bas 
materially diminished the speculative business of 
the fast ten days. The English funds liave improv- 
ed about 4 per cent. since the arrival of the Caledo- 
nia, and tbe general state of the money market is 
decidedly towards an extension of the currency, and 
a decrease of the rate of interest by the Bank of 
England, with a consequent advance in the value of 
mercantile and mouetary property of every descrip- 
tion in the course of the present year. 

fn American securities the business has not been 
extensive, but the late improved inquiry has been 


9 | sustained, and there is this niorning business in 


$10,000 of Pennsylvania stocks at 75, and numerous 
transactions in the shares of the bank ot the United 
States, though not at a better quotation than £5 
5and £5 10 per share. The other stocks are all 
saleable at the rates of the enclosed fist, though no 
actual business fias taken place in the course of the 
present day. 

The arrangement for the postponement of the 
payment of the debentures of the bank of the United 
States, due on the 15th inst. has been completed with 
only the difference from the account given in my 
last commuuication, that the holders do not receive 
any present payment—the 10 per cent. of the capital 
which was first proposed to be paid, being relinquish- 
ed, and the time ot extension reduced trom two toa 
single year. The prospects of the share holders, 
bond hofders, and ali concerned in the fortunes of 
this institution, now centre in the future value of the 
state seeurities held or hypothecated to so enormous 
an amount—but well informed parties are confident 
of a rapid improvement in the credit of the indivi- 
dual states atter the meeting of the extraordinary 
session of congress, when itis expected that the 
grand financial projects of the new governinent will 
be developed in the opening speech of gen. Harrison, 
and that either a consolidation of the state debts, or 
a distribution of the land revenues may be fully 
hoped to be consistent with that regard for the rights, 
credit and general welfare of the individual states— 
not only no opposition to which—as antagonistic to 
the general system—but the utmost consistent defe- 
rence to which pervaded the inauguration speech of 
the new president of the United States. 

On the morning of the departnre of the Great 
Western steam ship, arrived the overland mail from 
tndia, with intelligence of the final settlement of 
the disputes between the English and Chinese.— 
The particulars of the settlement had not been ar- 
ranged—but the Chinese have yielded the island of 
Hong Kong to the English and to pay $6,000,000 
for the expenses of the war. An express which 
was despatched trom London on the morning of the 
arrival of the over-land mail from India, arrived at 
Bristol too late by about two hours, and therefore 
the Caledonia takes out the important intelligence 
of the removal of the blockade of the Chinese coast 
and the re-opening of the general trade. 

The island of Hong Kong which has been ceded 
by the Chinese to the British, is represented to be 
very favorably chosen fora British settlement. It 
is of little extent, being but about fifleen miles in 
circumference, but it forms, with the neighboring 
lands, one of the finest ports in the world. Some 
affect to fear that this possession,in the hands of 
the British, will be worth little more than Macao 
is to the Portuguese. There is, however, a wide 
difference in the character and power of the two 
people. 


The reports from the manufacturing districts are | 
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The corp markets remain stationary, and none of 


number of years past. 

American funds,— London, April 19, 1841. 
Indiana 5 per ct. sterling 1863, 64 66 
Kentucky 6 per cent. 1868, about 80 
Louisiana 5 per ct. Baring's 1844, &c.ab’t 80 
Maryland 5 per ct. sterling 1889, buyers 74 


New York 5 per cent. 1858, 81 82 
Ohio 6 per cent. 1856, &c. 85; 86 
Peonsylvania 5 per cent. abont 75 
United States bank shares, £5 to £5 05 


The Morning Chronicle of the 14th says in re- 
ference to Ihe post notes of the Bank of the United 
States which would fall due on the 15th: 

“We learn that au arrangement has been effected 
with the principal holders af the post notes which 
will falf due on Thursday, to the effect that tbe prin- 
cipal sums shall remain over for another twelve 
months upon a farther deposite of 225,000 dollars of 
Pennsytvania stock as an addilionaf security.” 

FRANCE. 

The Paris papers contain no very momentous 
news. M. Guizot bad announced in the chamber 
ol deputies, that negotiations pendiug between 
Great Britain and France promised a satisfactory 
conclusion of the difference between two countries; 
but be would not give further explanation, which 
was demanded. 

The chamber of deputies had voted by a large 
majority, ali tbe extraordinary credits for 1841, re- 
quired for the department of war, marine and pub- 
lic works, amounting to a sum of upwards of 
200,000,000 francs, 


SPAIN. 

Madrid. The regency was still the all-engrossing 
topic of diseussion and speculation in the capital, 
but the question had as yet made no advance to- 
wards a solution. 

PORTUGAL. 

Liston. Senhor Manoel Gonsalves de Miranda, 
Portuguese minister of marine, died at Lisbon on 
5th instant. His successor had not been named; 
bat baron Bomffin was ordered to take charge of 
the portfolios on the Ist of April. 

We are informed by the papers that the bank, the 
Confianca company, and the capitalists of Lisbon, 
have jointly refused to enter into any transaction 
with the government. The advices received re- 
present money matters in a very embarrassed state. 

SWITZERLAND. ] 

Private letters from Berne of the Gth inst. state, 
that notwithstauding the recent decision of the fe- 
deral diet, the Argovian government was proceed- 
ing as actively as ever with the spoliation of tbe 
convents of the Canton. The Catholic population, 
on the other hand, emboldened by the admission of 
their rights by the legislature, were preparing, with 
the aid of their allies, to enforce the execution of 
the decree. The conservative party at Lucerne 
were prepared to support the Catholics of Argau by 
foris. The representatives of Austria, Russia and 
England had taken a strong part in arging the diet 
to oppose the proceedings of the Argau government. 

GERMANY. 

Berlin. The council of state is engaged on the 
new penal code, which is to be completed by the 
end of the year. At present, the new enactments 
for the prevention of duelling are under discussion, 
The penalties are much less severe than hitherto, 
duelling being treated as murder, and threatened 


not so improving as might have beeu anticipated | with the same penalties, but tbe punishment was 


fiom the favorable termination of the difficulties 
with China aud the United States. 
market appears to be heavy at Liverpool, atid there 
is a decline of 4d. per lb. in London on East India 
cotton, during the fast tour days. 

Parliament re-assembles to-morrow, after the 
Easter recess. The business, however, js not ex- 
pected to be important until the 30th inst. (he day 
oi the opening of the budget of the year. This im- 
portant expose of the financial situation and pros- 
pects of Great Britain, yon will therefore receive 
by the following steam ship. 


never inflicted. The law too made an improper dif- 


The cotton | lerence between noblemen and citizens. 


PERSIA. 

The latest Intelligence from Persia, dated Tehe- 
ran, Feb. I4th, conveys the important iuformation 
“that the differences existing between Persia and 
Great Britain had been satisfactory arranged, the 
schah of Persia having declared himself ready to 
cede the fortress of Gurian, taken by his troops in 
the last war.” It was consequently expected that 
the British embassy would return to Teberan forth- 
with, 
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TURKEY. j 

News from Constantinople, brought to Marseilles 
on the 11th inst. by the French levant steamer Men- 
tor comes down to the 28th ult, Several extraordi- 
nary councils had been lately held at the porte, or 
in the residence of some of the ministers, im order 
to deliberate on the reply which was to be returned | 
to Mehemit Ali. Persons generally well informed 
affirm that the affair was on the point of being defi- 
nitely adjusted in a satisfactory manner, acd that 
the divan had adopted a decision which, to avoid all 
further difficulties, had been referred to the appro- 
bation of the Lendon conference. 

From the London Morning Chronicle of April 19th. 

Change in the Turkish ministry. The long tnenac- 
ed ministerial revolution has taken place in Con- 
stantinople; at least so says the Austrian Observer 
of the 10th, the official Vienoa journal. Its account 
is as follows. 

“Advices from Constanlinople of the 29th ult. 
received by express, state that Reschid pasha has 
been dismissed from his post as minister of foreign 
affairs, and replaced by Ritant bey formerly ambas- 
sador from the porte to the court of Vienna, who 
has been also made a pasha. ‘The minister of com- 
merce, Fetbi Achemet, pasha, has heen replaced by 
the capitan pasha, said pasha, who is brother-in- 
law to the sultan aod Tahir pasha bas been appoint- 
ed capitan pasha in his stead.” 

The “recommendation” of the conference of Lon- 
don to the porte, to **modify the hatti-scherilf,”’ ay 
have been wise; but it has had the untoward result 
of upsetting in Constantinople that minister and 
that party most attached to the liberal ideas of the 
west. 

On the 16th March, the Turkish fleet, wilh only 
800 of the 21,000 men whe manned it on its reach- 
ing Egypt, re-entered the Bosphorus. ‘Che sultan 
had repaired in his steamer to the Kiosks ol the se- 
raglio-bonrnou, in order to witness the event. The 
*Mabmoudieh," ship of the line, took the head, 
and on doubling the point of the seraglio, fired a 
salute of 21 guns, which his highness ordered should 
be immediately returned. Al) the other vesels of 
the fleet. followed the example of the *Mahmou- 
dien." 

The fleet consisted of twenty-six sail; eight ships 
of the line, ten frigates, two corvettes, and six brigs, 
and other light vessels. The entire population of 
Constantinople and its environs lined the banks of 
the channel, and crowded the heights which over- 
looked the city, in order to enjoy the spectacle. In 
the course of the alternoon, the sultan went on 
board the **Mahmoudieh," accompanied by all the 
pashas, and complimented admiral Walker, in the 
most flattering terms, on his conduct throughout 
the recent accurrences. 

Major Brace, a Swede, and brother-in-law of ba- 
ron Brunow, the Russian ambassador in London, 
has entered the service of the poite, and is at Bey- 
rout, in command of a Turkish regiment. 

EGYPT. 

On the 17th ultimo, Mehemit Ali had returned 
from Cairo, leaving Ibrahim pasha there, invested 
with all administrative powers over the interior, as 
well as over the affairs of the military and marine 
of Egypt. They had liberated Slerif pasha, ex- 
governor of Damascus, from the arrest in which 
Abbas pasha held him, and had appointed him chief 
inspector of finance in the room of Hussein bey, | 
lately disgraced. Councils had been held in Cairo, 
and serious inquiries made into the recent misma- 
nagement in Syria. It was declared that 60,000 
men were necessary for [he eifective mavernment 
of Egypt, and Said hey had been sent up the Nile 
to concert t;casures for a new conscription, as the 
pasha has ouly halt that force on foot at present. 
The increase js rendered necessary by the hostility 
of the natives of Abyssina, led by a chiet who, 
many years since, destroyed the pasha's son, Tus- 
soon, and the threatening attitude ot the western 
Bedouins, who, it is said, were in a conspiracy with 
the late Said E! Gharbi against the pasha. The 
eastern Bedouins had also recommenced their at- 
tacks on the government conveys in the Suez de- 
sert. The pasha had paid off the long arreara of 
his army, and was now discharging those due to 
his marine and to their children. We was building 
barracks for the jhe sailors in Alexandria. The 
national guards of both cities were still constantly 
exercised. A marriage was on the tapis between 
the son of Ibrahim pasha and adaughter of Soliman 
rasha. 

Lieutenant colonel Napier had sailed wilh the 
Maronite Emirs and Druse Slieiks for Syria on the 
9th of March, in one of the pasha’s corvettes, and 
had encoyntered a severe gale, 

Storma and rains had set in at Alexandria from 
the 10th to the 14th. of March, and the cases of 
plague had risen to fifteen per day. 


Mehemit declares his fixed resolve not to do 
more towards acknowledging the supremacy of the 
sultan than paying a few hundred thousand dellars 
a year as tribute. He disregards the hatti-scheriff, 
appoints colonel Galise a bey of £750 a year, and 
sets him to fortify the sea shore; droves of mana- 
cled conscripts are ariiving. The pasla's governor 


‘of Kartoun, Ahmed, has been defeated by Mek 


Nemir, pf the Upper.,Nile. The Gervise Arabs 
have entered Egypt near the native lakes, and spoil- 
ed the tribes of Gebaviz. The pasha has stopped 
the supply of corn that Egypt annually sends to the 
holy cites, — ^". 

CHINA, 

Finol settlement of the differences with China! 
Excitement in Englund on the subject. From the 
London Morning Chronicle. We received last uight 
an extraordinary express from Paris of Wednesday 
evening, bringing our Marseilles correspondents 
summary ol the news brought by the India mail. 

Our dates are from Chusan io the 20th December, 
from Maco to the 27th of January, from Singapore 
lo the 25th of January, from Calcutta, tothe 18th of 
February, irom Mandras to the 20th of February, 
froin Scinde to the 22d of February, from Bombay 
lo the Ist of March, and from Alexandria to the 
25th of March. 

In consequence of the insincerity and tardiness 
displayed by the imperial commissioner, an at- 
tack was made on the morning of the 9th ol Janua- 
ry on the outposts of the Bogue forts. In two hours 
the fort was in possession of the Euglish, with a 
loss of only three killed and 23 wounded; that of 
the Chinese is estimated at froin 500 to 700. Many 
were killed in the attempt to escape by jumping 
down from their embrasures, a depth of 20 feet, to 
the rocks below. The ships and crews escaped un- 
hurt, although the fort monnted 35 guns. 

At the same time the fort of Tycocktow was at- 
tacked by another squadron, A heavy fire was 
opened on the lort, and promptly returned, but the 
Chinese guns were speedily disabled, and a party of 
seamen landed to seize the fort. The Chinese made 
a spirited resistance, but were soon overpowered 
and the fort captured. The first lieutenant ol the 
Samarang was wounded in the assault. 

The steam vessels then attacked the fleet of junks 
lying in Anson's bay, but owing to the shallowness 
of the water, only the Nemesis could approach them, 
towing 12 armed boals [rom her majesty’s ships. 
Her first rocket sel fire to the powder magazine ol 
one junk; 18 ethers were blown up by their own 
crews, and the rest escaped into the inner waters. 
Next morning her majesty’s ship Blenheim began 
to throw shells into the batteries at Wantong, and 
was preparing to attack the fort at Anunghoy, when 
the Chinese commander-in-chief made a communi- 
cation to capt. Elliot, who thereupon desisied from 
further hostMities. On the 20th of January, a cir- 
cular was addressed by the British plenipotentiary to 
her majesty’s subjects in China, announcing that 
preliminary arrangements between the inperial 
commissioner and himself had been made to the fol- 
lowing effect: 

_“1. The cession of the island and harbor ol Hong 
Kong to the British crown. All just charges and 
daties to the empire upon the commerce carried on 
there to be paid as if the trade were conducted at 
Whampoa. 

“2. An indemnity to the British government of 
6,000,000 dollars, 1,000,000 dollars payable at once, 
and the remainder in equal annual instalments, end- 
ing in 1846. 


of British ships and merchants, and be is only per- 
lorining his duty in offering the protection ol the 
British flag to the subjects, citizens and ships of 
foreign powers that may resort to her majesty’s pos- 
session. 

Pendingher majesty's further pleasure there will 
be no port or other charges to the British government 
(at Hong Kong). 


. <2 The plenipotentiary now permits himself to make 


a few general observations. 

The oblivion of past and redressed injuries will 
follow naturally from the right teeling ot the queen’a 
subjects:—Indeed it should be remembered that no 
extent of modification resulting only from political 
intervention can be efficaciaus inthe steady im- 
provement of onr condition, unless it be systema- 
tically seconded by conciliatory treatment of the 
people, and becoming deference for the institutions 
and government of the country, upon the threshold 
of which we are about to be established. 

The plenipotentiary can only presume to advert 
very briefly to the zeal and wisdom of the comman- 
der of the expedition to China; and to that rare union 
of ardor, patience and forbearance, which has dis- 
tinguished the officers and forces of al) arms at all 
poiuts ef occupation and operation. 

He is well assured the British community will 
sympathise cordially with him in these sentiments of 
lasting respect for his excellency and the whole force, 
which he is ashamed to express in such inadequate 
language. 

He cannot conclude without declaring, that, next 
to these causes the peaceful adjustment of difficulties 
must be ascribed to the scrupulous good faith of the 
very eminent person with whom negotiations are 
still pending. [Keshen!] 

Her majesty's plenipntentiary considers it incum- 
bent upon himsell to lose no time in assuring the 
commercial coinmoniiy that he will use his best 
effort with her majesty's government to secure an 
early and entire advance of their claims for indem- 
nity. [The opium dealers.] 

And, mindful of the interest of parties in India, 
he will not fail respectfully to move the right ho- 
norable the governor general of India to second 
these purposes as far as may seem just to his lord- 
ships. 

E (Signed), CHARLES ELLIOT, 
Her majesty’s plenipotentiary. 

Withdrawal of the forces from the Bogue. On 
the night of the 22d of January his excelleucy com- 
modore sir Gordon Bremer attived in. the roads ac- 
companied by several ships of war and steamers. 
The English colors were removed irom, and Chi- 
nese planted in their stead, on Clinenpee. On 
Thorsday last the ships of war have we learn left 
the Bogue, and part of them will proceed to Hong 
Kony itninediately to take possession of that island 
in the name of her majesty. 

Macoo, Jan. 21, 1841. Chnsan it is understood, 
will be evacuated, and no port will be open to the 
northward. The future course of the opium trade 
does not seem to have formed a subject of discus- 
sion; but we understand opium may be imported 
into the new settlement although still contraband in 
China. 

The general trade, this season, is to be carried on 
at Whampoa; and unti! we learn the proposed mea- 
sures of the British government with regard to 
Hong Kong, we cannot pretend to say when it is 
likely to be diverted to the new settlement. Alto- 
gether we look npon the arrangement as a very un- 
satisfactory description of compromise, and we fear 


“3. Direct official intercourse belween the coun-| the only real and tangible result will be the pay- 


tries upon an equal footing. 

“4. The trade of the part of Canton to be opened 
within ten days alter the Chinese New Year, and to 
be carried on al Whatopoa till further arrangements 
are praclicable at the new settlement. Details re- 
iain matter of negotiation.” 

“Hong Kong was to be garrisoned by the 18th 
Royal Irish, and the harbar protected by the two 
eighteea gun vessels. The plenipotentiary has 
published officially his intention to urge the opium 
indemnification claims upon the British government, 
with the concurrence also of the governor general 
of India." 

The following particulars, in addition to what is 
given above, are gleaned lroin the correspondence 
of the Morning Chronicle: 

Bombay, March 1. 

Mer tnajesty’s ship Columbine has proceeded to 
Chosau to recall the whole ol the troops, as posses- 
sion of the island is now to be returned to the Chi- 
nese. 

The imperial commissioner has despatched an or- 
der to Ninzpoe, directing the release of all the pri- 
Soners detained tliere. 

The plenipotentiary seizes the earliest occasion to 
declare that her majesty's government has sought lor 
no privilege in China exclusively for the advantage 


ment of 6,000,000 dollars within the specified time, 
possibly collected by some additional iunposts on the 
foreign trade. We do not learn that any reduction 
of the existing heavy duties is in contemplation, or 
any modification of the objectionable Hong system; 
but we trust, when the defails of the arrangement 
are promulgated, we shall find these matters will be 
properly arranged, and some hope be afforded of a 
more secure system of trade for the futme. 

The crop of tea is generally stated to be about 
450 to 460 chops of Congon, a very smali quantity 
of Souchong, but Pekoes abundant. The quality 
is generally very good. Of green teas the actual 
arrivals are as yet smail, but the quantity is said to 
be about the same as last year. The market was 
opened by the purchase of the Cangou of the 
Koscinsko (now trans-shipping to the Charles Kerr, 
John O’Gannt, and Lloyd's) from 24 to 35 T. for 
Gongon, and we suppose the rates will not decline 
inaterially. 

We do not hear of any Fokien Bohea having been 
bronght down, and of the *Woping'* used in tlie 
manufacture of Canton Bohea we helieve there ia 
very little, while the market is entirely bare of old 
tea; there will, therefore, be low priced tea, availa- 
ble for a considerahle time. Under these circuia- 
stances, and with ascaicity of tonnage available lor 
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England, we look fo 
and probably a total ex 
either of the two preceding. 
randum of the small export ot 
time, and a comparative statement of the supply 
sent home in previous seasons, which may prove 
iateresting. 

Of silk the supply is small, only about 2,509 
bales, we understand, being actually down, and the 
market is likely to open at high prices. 

Excitement in England relative to the treaty with 
China. As will be supposed, the terms of arrange- 
tment agreed upon by captain Elliot and the impe- 
rial commissioner have been made the subject 
already of a great deal of discussion. The prevail- 
ing feeling is, decidedly that of dissatistaction. 

Liverpool, April 16. A ineeting of the East In- 
dia and China association was held, on Thursday 
last, for the purpose of taking into consideration the 
late proceedings in China. The result of the deli- 
beration of the association was the adoption of a 
letter to viscount Palmerston, in which the mem- 
bers express their dissatisfaction at the arrange- 
meuts entered into by captain Elliot with the Chi- 
nese authorities. The letter was signed, on Satur- 
day, by all the houses engaged in the trade with 
China, and forwarded in the evening to London. 

We subjoin a copy of the document: 

“To the right lion. viscount Palinerston, her majes- 
ty’s secretary of state for foreign affairs, 

“My lord: We, the undersigned merchants of Li- 
verpool, engaged in the trade to India and China, 
venture to address your lordship on the subject of 
the intelligence which hae reached us by the last 
overlaud mail announcing that a preliminary treaty 
had been entered into between her majesty’s pleni- 
potentiary and the Chinese commissioner, and we 
do so under deep feelings of disappointment and 
alarm. 

“In the treaty to which we refer, as officially 
communicated to the British residents in China, on 
the 20th of Jan. last, we cannot recognise the ful- 
filment of any one of the great and important ob- 
jects avowedly sought to be obtained by her ma- 
Jesty’s government in the mission of the tormidable 
armament which proceeded {o the coast of China 
during the last year; nor can we trace in its provi- 
sions any thing calculated to afford a prospect of 
redress lor past loss and suffering, or to allay dis- 
trast and apprehension in entering upon new deal- 
ings with the Chinese. 

“We refrain from alluding to intelligence, how- 
ever worthy of credit, which has reached ns from 
private sources in China, and abstain Erom speculat- 
ing upon the nature of the details that are stated to 
remain to he negotiated; but we find, in the con- 
tenta of the circular itself, issued by her majesty’s 
plentpotentiary, ample reason for approaching your 
lordship with urgent entreaties that her m 
government will not ratify a treaty, the avowed and 
promiuent conditions of which are calculated to 
degrade the British character in the eyes of other 
Nations, and which contains neither that reparation 
for the past nor that security for the future which 
the country was led to expect she had a right to de- 
mand and was ina situation to enforce. 

“We have the honor to remain, my lord, your 
most obedient servants, &c. 

** Liverpool, April 16, 1841. 

London, April 19. 1t is understood that lord Pal- 
merston bas appointed Wednesday next, at five 
o'clock, to receive a deputation from the merchants 

` of London on the subject of captain Elliot's nego- 
tiations with the Chinese. 

The ahove iinportant news had created a great 
deal of excitement. The arrangeinent of captain 
Elliot were wholly unexpected, and did not appear 
to give unanimous satisfaction. The Liverpool 
Journal of April 17th has the following remarks on 
the subject: “The news of the negotiation of a con- 
vention or treaty with the governioent of China by 


We subjoin a inemo- 


capt. Elliot of which we gave the outlines in our! 


last, has by no means been received with unani- 
mous approbation. This was to be expected. Un- 
reasonable expectations in which inany people in- 
dulged, were not likely to be satisfied with reasona- 
bie stipulations. Besides the whole body of the 
holders of tea cannot but ex 
at a settlement which so 
value of the commodity, 
stocks; and the whole of 
and many of their correspondents here, are so deep- 
ly interested in the opium trade, that it was to be 
expected they would he extremely dissatisfied with 
any thing short ol a recognition of its legality. 

But leaving these considerations out ol the ques- 
tion, it mnst be admitted that there is ample room 
for doubt that the treaty is one of altogether a satis- 
Tactory deseription, or that lord John Russel's pro- 
mise to obtain ‘indemnity for the past and security 
for the future’ is realized by the officers of the go- 


very much reduced the 
of which they hold large 
the residents in Canton, 


ajesty's | 


perience a sore feeling | 


ra moderate export in season, | vernment, 
port not exceeding that of | islaud of Hong Kong, which is known to be an ex- 


tea up to the present | military 


Much depends upon the value of the 


cellent harbor, aud in every respect suitahle for a 
and commercial depot. But it is contend- 
ed that its situation and distance from Canton, near- 
ly, we believe, une huodred miles, makes it of little 
use for purposes of traffic; that Canton is the great 
mart, and that as other nations will go there, we 
must go there too; and that, in solid advanfage, very 
little is gained. Perhaps the most valuable conces- 
sion on the part of the Chinese governipent is that 
of treating with the British governmenton the foot- 
ing of a perfect equality. But on the interpreta- 
tion of this every thing depend.” 


ee 
NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 

Thomas Finley, to be postmaster at Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

Henry Curtis, surveyor of the revenue at Madi- 
sanville, La. vice W. Batterson, deceased, 

Thomas J. Charlton, collector of the customs at 
Edenton, N. C. vice Robert M. Noxen. 

THE NEW CENSUS. 
piled from the census returns a statement of the 
aggregate population of each state in 1840, as of- 
ficially returned by the marshals of the several dis- 
tricts and now nearly perfect; to which it attaches an 
imperfect list of the officers of the federal govern- 
ment in the several states, postmasters not includ- 


ed. The census returns are as follows: 
States. Population. States, Populution. 
Maine, 501,793 Florida, 54,207 


N. Hampsliire, 284.574 Dist. Columbia, 43,712 


Massachusetts, 737,699 N. Carolina, | 753,110 | 
Connecticut, 310,015 Georgia, *677,197 
Rhode Island, 108,830 Alabama, 1569,645 | 
Vermont, 291,948 Louisiana, 351,176 
New York, 2,428,921 Kentucky, $777,397 
New Jerssy, 373,306 Ohia, 1,519,467 
Pennsylvania, 1,724,022 Indiana, 683,314 
Delaware, 78,085 Hlinois, 474,401 
Maryland, 469,232 Missouri, 381,102 
Virginia, 1,230,797 Arkansas, 93,642 
S. Carolina, 594,398 Michigan, 211,705 
Mississippi, 375,654 Wiskonsan, 30,752 
Tennessee, 829,210 lowa, 43,068 
Total population returned, 17,100,572 


FINANCES AT THE CLOSE OF THE LAST ADMI- 
NISTRATION. Treasury department, March 2, 1841. 
In pursuance of a suggestion by the president, the 
secretary of the treasury submits, with his resigna- 
tion, a geweral statement of the fiscal operations of 
his department, since the tast annual report, in or- 
der to show its condition till the close of his con- 
nection with it. 

Sa far as yet ascertained 
tures for the year 1840, have since that report, 
proved to be less than those in 1839 by —, the 
amount then estimated of between two and three 
millions of dollars. 

The revenue has turned out, also to be nearly the 


same, as then calculated, making in the actual re- | 


sult—though affected by fuctuations in imports 
almost unexampled—little or no variation from the 
estunales in 1839, beyond what has been tlie ave- 
rage annually, tor the last quarter of a century. 
The available balance ol money in the treasury, 


e mint, subject to 
draft, lias proved to be about as inuch as was anti- 
cipated in December last. 

*Rerurns from nine counties wanting, seven of which 
contained in 1830, 55,581, 

tReturns from five counties not included, Four of 
the five counties contain, according to the marshal's 
returns, 95,701, 

tRetorns from Carter county wanting. The amount 
of population in seven counties of Georgia in 1830, and 
ihat ot tour counties of Alabama, mentioned in this 
note, are included in the sum total, 

The number of officers and fnnctionaries of the le- 
deral government, (postinasters, clerks, &c. at Wash- 
ington, and sundry agents not included), is as fallows: 


Officers of the army, ,366 
Do, ofthe navy, 2.590 
Civil functionaries, 2.590 
Do. fixedly employed in the several states, 2,292 
Total, 7,430 
Do. employed statedly at Washington, 61 
Natives of foreign countries, 35 


There are 1,421 officers of the federa] government in 
this state, beside 33 employed at Washington. 

The federal population ot the United Srates will pro- 
bably exceed 16, 00,000; so that if the ratio of represen- 
tation 1n the next congress is fixed at 60,000 there will 
he over 260 members in the next house! We hope it 
will be put to 80,000 at least. 


The Madisonian has com- | 


, the ordinary expendi- | 


The only material difference, and which has been 
since explitined to the proper committee, was caus- 
ed by some new charges imposed by congress 
tbrough new appropriations, which would ether. 
wise have fallen on 1841, and some failures by the 
B banks to pay so much in 1840 as was ex- 
peeted. 

The power remaining on the Ist of January t 
issue treasury notes, constitnted another of ‘the 
fiscal means of the present year, and it has been 
ascertained to exist in an amaunt Somewhat greater 
than had been estimated. 

Hence the present year commenced with re- 
snurces on hand quite equal to the anticipations pre- 
viously formed. The differences before named 
were, fortunately, of a character not to change the 
fiscal condition of 1841—as in Proportion to their 
respective amounts the receipts in that year will 
prooably be larger, and the expenses smaller. 

Bat notwithstanding this, it was deemed very im- 
portant, as detailed fully in the annual report, to 
obtain at an early day the aid of some subsidiary 
means, with a view to guard against flnctuations 
and contingencies generally, as well as to equalise 
the receipts and expenditures during 1811, the lat- 
ter being likely to fall very heavily on the first 
quarter of it. 

Accordingly, as had been done on some similar 
occasions since the publie debt was discharged, and 
the current revenue diminished, these means were 
reqnested hy the department the first moment prac- 
tieable after the session began, being the annual 
report itself. "The additiona] communications, in 
| this and other years, urging a compliance with such 
requests, were made only to develop new facts 
and reasons which had in the mean time occupied, 
j favorable to the previous recommendations. 
| Although the aid was not in this instance furaish- 
{ed as early as desired, yet the department has suc- 
|ceeded in coinmanding its funds so effectually as 
| with the existing resources on the first of Jannary, 
and the curent receipts afterwards, to meet all the 
| authorised claims that were due and presented dnr- 
ing the severe pressure experienced In that month. 

Since the desired aid was furnished by the pas- 
sage of the new aet concerning treasury notes, in 
| February: no necessity has arisen to issue any of 
them, solely with a view to defray claims already 
payable. But in consequence of the public con- 
venience being much promoted by advances of 
money for pensions before they would fall due, on 
the 4tb of March, those advances have been made, 
and an amount of notes under the new act has con- 
sequently been issued equal to about $500,000. 
This is not so great by $150,000, as the sum whicli 
has already been forwarded on account of those ad- 
vances. No greater amount for any purpose, and 
| probably not so great as that diiference, is likely to 
[be called lor before the 4th instant. Hence it ap- 
pears that other available ineans in the treasury 
| have, as- yet, proved more than enough, in the ag- 
gregate, fon the discharge of all engageinents of 
every kind sanctioned by congress, whether old or 
new, in arrear, or otherwise, which were due, and 
have been presented for ayment, 

It may be proper to ‘sfate further, that the re- 
ceipts since the year commenced, have fully sus- 
jtained the computation for the whole of the first 
| quarter made by the department, in January last, 
The accruing revenue from duties payable three 
and six months hence, has been 


j amount estimated in the 
| 
| ascertained, has probabl 
in the preceding month, 
believed to have been 
computed, however, 
months together, have 
j be their proportion in order to 
|for the whole year, from this so 
| annual estimate. Nor have the 
|the year began varied materially from the amount 
expected. It is gratifying to be able to add, that, 
after all the payments above described, the balance 
of available money no 
than a million of dol 
| subject to draft, and to 
the mints, and. with collectors and receivers. De- 
| ducting trust funds of every kind, which have sel- 
| dom been so small in amount, and none of which 
that should be invested remain uninvested, the ba- 
lance will still exceed three-fourths of a million, 
During the last three months also, as well as in 
all the former exigencies, since your administration 
commenced, that balance has never been less than 
from halfa million to a million of dollars, however 
much the treasury may, at times, have been exposed 
lo embarrassment at particular points, in the various 
crisis to which its affairs have been exposed, in the 
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performance of such large, distant, uncertain and 
sometimes unexpected operations. But any good 
fortune in preserving high and scrupulously the pe- 
cuniary credit of the general governinent, under 
such perils, should not be suflered to impair the 
force of the recommendations that have from time 
to time been submitted to congress for a provision 
of additional means, to guard well against sudden 
deficiencies in receipts and large fluctuations and 
inequalities between thei and the expenditures in 
different parts of the year. 

The first recommendation for some such precau- 
lionary measure was presented as long ago as 1835, 
immediately after the d 
and the termination of the necessity for keeping a 
large balance on band to aid in defraying it. 

The attention of congress has since been annual- 
ly invited to the subject with earnestness and in 
several different forms. In respect to our present 
financial condition, judging Irom that part of the 
year already expired, and from the existing means 
on hand, there appears to be no danger of embarass- 
ment, unless it is hereafter caused by the circum- 
stances pointed out in the fast annual report. 

Shonld congress before the expiration of the pre- 
sent session, or belore the year closes, burthen the 
treasury with a much greater amount of appiopria- 
tions than were called for in December last, the 
expected means of defraying them, as then explain- 
ed may prove proportiunably inadequate. So a cor- 
tinued suspensiun of specie payments, by most of 
the banks west and southwest of New York, would 
lessen the receipts of tlie treasury, as was then, also, 
stated. The sudden suspension again of several of 
those banks, in Fehruary, after resuming for a short 
time, has already exereised some malign influence 
on the reviving business of the country; and this 
circumstance was immediately submitted to the 
consideration of the appropriate committee. 

Bot though it nay continue to operate unfavora- 
bly on mercantile credit, there is nevertheless no 
good reason to doubt that, if the appropriations are 
not inereased beyond what was called tor in the 
annnal estimates, the means now on hand, with the 
current receipts and the existing power to issue five 
millions of treasury notes after the third of March, 
will prove amply sufficient to meet all ordinary en- 
gagements. If they do not also enable the depart- 
ment to extinguish the whole of the temporary in- 
debtedness caused by the issue of these notes, it will 
be owing to the recent and unexpeeted suspension 
again of many of the banks, so sensibly injuring the 
prospeet for increased business which existed to a 
very flattering extent early in December, 

But congress having not yet passed appropriations 
exceeding in the aggregate, the whole estimates, no 
serious danger seems to exist, unless some future 
action of that body, during the residue of the year, 
should augioent the expenditures. 

Nothing of course, is easier than the adoption of 
measures which must increase the expenses of 1341, 
ao as to exceed its authorised fiscal ineans, and thus 
not only to cause embarrassment, but impair the 

ecuniary credit of the general government, and 
eave no alternative except greatly increased taxa- 
tion nf some kind, or a permanent national debt, 

But itis a matter of congratulation that these 
financial evils have hitherto been avoided, though 
severe commercial convulsions, protracted Indian 
hostilities, and a periodical reduction of the revenue 
from customs, have at times pressed heavily on our 
operations. Wilhout doubt they can be longer 
avoided by a continued reduction in the public eu- 
gagements, through perseverance in economical re- 
trenchment, and the careful shunning of causes for 
pew or increased expense. Indeed, it must be a 
source of sincere satisfaction to the president per- 
sonally as well as lo the community al large, to see 
jus administration close without foreign war, dou- 
meshe insurrection, or any otber calamity, requir- 
ing heavy burdens of any kind to be imposed on 
the people by the general government—without the 
creation of any perinanent. public debt whatever, nr 
even of a temporary one, that might not be diseharg- 
ed within the year, if proving as prosperous as many 
haye anticipated, witheut any increase of taxes, 
but, on the contrary, many old ones reduced—with- 
out any claims due and authorised by congress and 
ihe accounting officera which have not, ae a general 
rule been paid with specie or ita equivalent, ard 
with promptitude, however mueh the department 
has been Micummoded by revulsion in commerce 
and bani suspensions, and, jn fine, without a trea- 
sury either empty or bankrupt, but its obligations 
in bigh eredit, and the means in its eontrol, proba- 
bly enongh to discharge in the usual manner and 
extent throughout the year, every expenditure that 
has yet been sanctioned by congress, or requested 
by yoursell or this department. Respecttully, 

: LEV) WOODBURY, 
: Secretary of the treasury, 


ischarge of the national debt, | 


WAR DEPARTMENT. 
tendering his resignation. 
1841. 

Sra: In tendering to you my resignation of the 
office of secretary of war, I think it my duty to set | 
forth briefly the condition of the department which 
I bave conducted for the last four years. 

More than forty thousand Indiaus have been re- 
moved peacefully, and are happily settled beyond 
the trootier of the western states. Tranquillity has 
been preserved and rains throughout the whole ot 
that border, and there exists no causes which are 
likely to lead to its disturbance. The Indians are 
generally contented, and are gradually advancing in 
the peaceful arts of life. 

The only exception to universal peace is the con- 
dition of the Indians in Florida. There, tou, I ain 
happy to have it in my power to say that hostilities 
are being rapidly brought to a close by the success- 
{ul interference of the Seminole chiefs, who have 
been brought there from the west. Contented with 
their lut io their new residence beyond the Missis- 
sippi, they are anxious to persuade their brethren 
to abandon a hopeless contest, and join theic kins- 
men inthe west. My last adviees seem to regard 
these peaceful efforts as likely to prove altogether 
succesful, and tbe war imay be considered virtually 
at an end. 

The necessary employment of the militia of Flo- 
rida during the late recess of congress, willgive rise 
to arrearages amounting to about $661,816, but, ac- 
cording to the experience of the department in set- 
tling claims of thischaracter, not mure than one-ball 
of this sum will probably be found valid, which will 
have to be discharged from the appropriations that 
have been asked for the purpose. Besides this 
amount, there is due the Cherokees about a million 
and a half, and the balances of lormer appropriations 
for Indian affairs, which still remain in the treasury, 
and amount to about a million more. How much 
of this may be required to discharge arrearages is 
not now known; though it is not supposed that the 
whule will be necessary for that purpose. It was 
never contemplated by the department to invest the 
amounts for the interest of. which the faith of the 
United States is pledged by treaty. It is deemed 
safer to keep these sums in the treasury forever, 
and appropriate annually the amount of interest due 
thereon, to the several tribes. They are not, there- 
fore, considered as a part of the arrearages. 

The amount due for pensiuns inthe present month 
and until September next, have all been sent to the 
several pension agents, so that nothing is due on that 
account. 

Immediately on the passage of the act authorising 
the issue of treasury notes, I direeted that all the 
outstanding claims against the department which 


Report of Mr. 


were ready for settlement, and for which appropri- 
ations had been made, should immediately be liqui- 
dated. All those for work done on the lortifica- 
tions and at the arsenals and armories, have accord- 
ingly been provided for, except only about sixty 
thonsad dollars, the payment of which has been de- 
layed only because the accounts have not been pre- 
senled. 

For other various objects entrusted to the depart- 
ment, the unpaid claims are estimated to amount to 
not more than $200,000, which have not been paid 
lor a similar reason. 

According to the reports of the different disburs- 


| ing bureaus of the departments, the unliquidated in 


their respective branches of the service, at claims 
this time, are probably not so great, certainly not 
greater than they were four years ago; so that the 
amount of payments made since I toos charge of the 
department, Tolly equals all its liabilities created 
within that period. 

The army is in a high state of discipline, and is 
composed of 10,069 men, part in Florida, and the 
residue stationed along our extensive Irontiers.— 
Notwithstanding the many causes which have exist- 
eit during the last four years, tending to increase the 
expenditures of the army, growing out of its increase 
in 1838, of its operation in Florida, and its employ- 
ment in the removals of Indians,and along our north- 
ern frontier by the enlorcement of asystem of rigid 
economy and accountability, the relative expendi- 
tures have been cunsiderably diminished. Ina re- 
port recently made hy this department to the house 
of representatives, it is shown by an average made 
of the whole expenses of the army during each ot 
the tour years, that the expense of eaeh individual 
has been gradually reduced, with the exception ol 
the year 1828, when an increase took place that was 
necessarily incident to the raising, organizing and 
equipping the additional foree. The expense for 
eael person in the army in 1537, was $400 15, and 
in 1840, $375 96; showing a reduction ot $24 19, 
or more than six per cent. 

The ordnance departinent has been rendered very 
eflicient, and regulations adopted for its government, 
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Poinsett on | and [or the better ordering of all matter connected 
War department March 2, | w 


ith the fonndries engaged in manufacturing ¢an- 
non for government. Since the return from Enrope 
uf the board of ordnance officers, models tor guns of 
the several calibres, authorised to be used io our 
service, have been submitted to the department of 
war, and have received my approval, and orders 
have been given to furnish the artillery regiments 
with their proper arms. 

‘The engineers office has been conducted in a man- 
ner to command my entire satisfaction. The forts 
have been, and continue to be as rapidly completed 
and repaired as the amounts appropriated lor that 
purpose will permit. The institution of a corps of 
sappers and miners will tend to keep them in good 
condition hereafter. 

The corps of topographical engineers is organized 
and employed so as to produce the most useful and 
beneficial results tothe country. The manner in 
which its duties bave been, and continue to be, per- 
formed, has been highly satisfactory to tbe depart- 
ment. 

The improvements introduced into the medical 
staff, render it equal to that of any service in the 
world. 

The quartermaster general’s deparlment has dis- 
charged its duties in a manner to secure the most 
econumical disbursement of the public funds com- 
mited to its charge. 

Through the agents of the commissary general of 
substance, the army is abundantly supplied, at dimi- 
nished cost, with rations of the best description. 

The duties of the commissary geneial of purchases 
are likewise performed ina satisfactory manner, and 
the army is regularly furnisbed with substantial 
clothing of nur domestic manufacture. 

The army is regularly paid at stated intervals, in 
legal currency, and the extensive duties vl this 
branch of the service have been performed during 
the last tour years without any loss to government. 

The long contested claims arising out of Indian 
reservations under the Creek treaty, are very near- 
ly brought toa close. More than three thousand 
have been decided by this department since 1838, 
and those arising under the contract made by go- 
verninent with Watsonobo have been decided by 
the special commissioner appointed for that pnr- 
pose; and await only the final action of the depart- 
ment. 

Having in many cases found that either the title 
to the lands on which forts and fortifications are si- 
tuated were incomplete, or the proper evidences of 
them did not exist in the departinent, measures 
were promptly taken to remedy this deficiency. 
This desirable and important object has been ac- 
complished, and the titles are all now believed to 
be perfect, except that of Pea Patch Island in the 
river Delaware the right to which the departinent 
not yet succeeded in setting, notwithstanding every 
effort has been made for that purpose. 

The expenses of the department have been gra- 
dually reduced, notwithstanding the cost of conduct- 
ing hostilities in Florida. 1n 1837 and 1338 the 
gross amount of expenditures was between eigh- 
teen and twenty millions, owing chiefly to the pro- 
fuse appropriations of those ana the preeeding years; 
in 1839 they were reduced to less than filteen 
millions, and 1840 to less than ten millions; being a 
reduction of more than eight millions in the annual 
expenditure, without injury to the service. Very 
respectfully, your most ob't serv’t, 

J. R POINTSETT. 
To the president of the United States. 


THE ARMY. 

Trouble ut Fort Snelling. The Galena Gazette 
says: ‘There have been rumnrs in town for seve- 
ral days past of difficulty between the Sioux and 
the United States troops at Fort Snelling. Tbe 
following comes from a gentleman fiota Prairie do 
Chien, and is most ltkely nearly correct. He says, 
an Indian attempling to get into the garrison at 
night was shot by a soldier. The Indians, upon 
this, demanded the surrender of the sentinel for 
punishment. Upon the demand being relnsed, they 
surrounded the fort, and exhibited such indications 
of hostility as to induce the commandant to seng an 
express to Fort Crawford (Prairie du Chien) lor 
remlorcements, which went np on the Chippewa. 
We apprehend no serious difficulty from this source. 
There are several boats above, and we expect to 
hear later news in a day or two." 

We understand that boats fiora {he Upper Mis- 
sissippi, sinee the date of the above, bring ro news 
which would induce the belief that any further diffi- 
culties bad occurred. 

[ St. Louis Repub, April 28. 
THE NAVY. 

Commodore Beverly Kennon has been ordered to 

the command of the navy yard, Washington, D. C. 
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to fil! the vacancy occasioned hy the death of com. 
Thos. H. Stevens. 

The American squadron was signalized at Gib- 
rattar on the 8th ult. beating down with the wind 
W. supposed for Cadiz. The wind had blown from 
the same quarter lor some time, and many vessels 
were wind bound in the bay. 

The U. S. frizate Constitution, com. Claxton, 
was at Talcahuana previous to the 15th of Febru- 
ary, to sail fnr the United States in July. 

The sloop of war St. Louis, capt. Forrest, sailed 
frorn Valparaiso on the 15th of January for the Is- 
ands. 

The U. S. schr. Shark, lieut. comdt. Bigelow, 
was at Coquimbo the 29th of January. 

The ship of the line Ohio, com. Hull, was at 
Mahon in the early part of March, alt well on board. 
The sloop of war Preble had not then arrived. The 
Ohio, it was expected, would sail for the United 
States in June or July, by which time it was sup- 
pesed the Delaware, under com. Morris, would be 
there to relieve her. 


The United States frigate Brandywine arrived at 
New York on the 10th instant, from the straits of 
Gibraltar. Her return was caused, it is stated in 
the Conrier by the threatening aspect of our affairs 
with Great Britain, intelligence having been re- 
ceived at Port Mahon which led to a council be- 
tween commo:lore Hull and his captains, on board 
the Ohio, on the 24th. This resulted in the sailing 
of the squadron, on the succeeding day, at twelve 
bours’ notice, for home. 

The Courier adds these particulars: 

The Brandywine parted company from the Ohio 
in thick and boisterous weather, off the Mediterra- 
nean cost of Spain, on the Sth of April; and having 
ascertained, by looking into the bay of Gibraltar, 
that no naval reinforcement, as was reported, had 
assembled there, passed into the Atlantic on the 9th 
following. 

Further intelligence was sought in the direct route 
between Europe and America, but no information 
80 recent as that already gained being met with, the 
fiigate hastened home, as the best point of learning 
the existing relations of the two countries, and the 
wishes of the governinent in the case. 

It is probable the Ohio and the Preble may have 
received more accurate information by calling off 
Lisbon, and returned in cousequence to the Medi- 
terraneaü station. 

The chaplain, the rev. W. Stewarl, was landed at 
Montreal, and proceeds to-day with despatehes to 
Washington. 

Officers of the U. S. ship Brandywine. Captain, 
W. C. Bolton; lieutenants, Mercer, Adams, Vail, 
Thacher, Roroan, Warburg, Bradtord; lieutenant of 
marines, A. Garland; surgeon, J. M. Foltz; chaplain, 
rev. C. J. Stewart; acting master, G. W. Chapman; 
assistant surgeons, J. M. Smith and W. B. Sinclair; 
acting prof. ot mathematics, W. Floyd; passed mid- 
shipmen, Adams, Cadwatder, Read and Stembal; 
midshipmen, Abbott, Baldwin, Corbin, Dallas, Da- 
ralde, Fairlax, Mason, Rogers, Van Hook, Wells 
and Westeott; eaptain’s clerk, C. S. Stewart; boat- 
swain, C. Matthews; gunner, L. Parker; carpenter, 
H. B. Leslee; sailmaker, W. Bennet. Purser Coo- 
per, and surgeon Greene, remained at Port Mahon. 


The steam frigate Mississippi. At about hal! past 
one o'clock, on Wednesday, the 5th inst. the stearo 
frigate Mississippi was launched in the presence of 
not lesa than thirty thousand people. It was a beau- 
tiful sight. She glided into the water with the 
lightness of a teather and the grace of a swan. A 
more perfect model of naval arehitecture was pro- 
bably never seen. The Ledger remarks: 

The keel of the Mississippi was laid in August, 
1839, since which time a daily average of about 100 
men have been engaged upon her, a periodof twen- 
ty-one months. She measures twelve feet more in 
length than the great ship Pennsylvania, launched 
from the same building; and though she has a few 
feet less of beam, her wheel house gives her the ap- 
pearance of much greater width. Her dimensions 
are as follows: 

Feet. Inches. 


Leugth of keel, 206 9 
Length between the perpendiculars, — 220 
Extreme length from the cutwater to 

the taffrail, 244 
Width of beam moulded vr widlb at the 

tunbers, 39 
The same outside of planking, 40 
Extreme breath outside the paddle boxes 66 6 
Depth of hold, 22 6 


Measureinent of tons (per carpenter's 

measureosent) as a double-decker, 1,788 tons. 
Measurement as a single-decker, 1,945 tons. 
Measurement by the rule that the ton- 

nage of the steamship President is es- 

timated by 2,280 tons. 


Slie has two magazines, one forward and one aft, 
lined all round with copper, fitted with wooden 
tanks lined with lead and thus made wholly imper- 
viona to water. In case the vessel should spring a 
leak, or by taking fire should render it necessary to 
overflow her with water, the powder would be kept 
dry and fit for instant use. This is a great improve- 
ment over tlie old practice of carrying it in barrels. 

She has thirty water tanks, twelve at the engine 
and eighteen forward. These tanks are of wrought 
iron, securely riveted, water tight, and enclosed in 
wooden cases. They are of different size and shape 
and when stowed form a level suriace. 

The frate of this lrigate is of live oak, from 
Finrida. The frame is admirably secured by iron 
trusses running from the gun deck to the se- 
cond futtock head, bolted through the frames.— 
These are five feet apart, four inches wide, and three 
quarters of an inch thick. Between the birth deck 
clamps and the bilge streaks at second futtock and 
first futtock heads, there are trusses of timber six 
inches square, running at rightangles with the bra- 
ces. The main kelson is of live oak, two feet deep; 
there are four wing kelsons of white oak, on which 
the bed plates for the engines rest. These bed 
plates are secured by about forty iron bolts, from 2 
to 4 inches in diameter, running through the tim- 
bers, the heads covered by the bottom planks. 

The engines are secured together by massive cast 
iron framing, in the Gothic style, combining in an 
eminent degree strength and coinpactness. 

The paddle wheel, shafts, cranks, connecting 
rolls, crogsheads, &c. are immense masses of wrought 
iron, which were forged at the West Point foundry, 
at Cold Spring. In addition to their being beauti- 
ful specimens of heavy forging, they are palpable 
evidences that heavy smith work of this description 
can be execuled in this country. 

The boilers are of copper, each being 13 feet 
wide, 14 feet long, 12 feet 3 inches high, with dou- 
ble return flues, so that the flame traverses the 
length of the boiler three times before it reaches 
the chimney. They are strongly braced at inter- 
valsof eight inches, and are to be proved toa pres- 
sure of thirty pounds to each square inch of sur- 
face. Each will weigh about 50,000 Ibs. The 
cylinders are 6 feet 3 inches in diameter—7 feet 
stroke. The castings weighed in the rongh about 
16,000 Ibs, and in their finished state about 12,000 
each. 

The lever beams are of cast iron—two for each 
engine—weighing 12,000, Ibs each. 

This vessel is intended to cariy between 700 and 
800 tons of roal, which will suffice for about 25 days 
Steaming. 

All the work, with the exception of the very 
heavy forging and the brass castings, has been exe- 
ented at the Southwark foundry, and in a man- 
ner that challenges comparisou. "The whole of 
the machinery reflects the highest credit upon 
those enterprising machinists, Messrs. Merrick and 
Town. 

Her arnament is intended to be on a scale com- 
mensurate with her magnificent bull and machine- 
ry. She is pierced with twenty-six ports in all, 
but it isintended that she shall carry but eighteen 
guns in all—six aft the wheel house and three for- 
ward only, on each side. She will earry two ten 
inch Paixhan guns forward, which are to traverse 
the greater part of a circle on a swivel; these two 
guns will be able to carry shot of one hundred 
pounds weight. "The other sixteen guns will be of 
eight inch bore, and will carry sixty-four pound 
balls. The intention now is to hore out double for- 
tified forty-two pounders for this purpose. This, 
however, may ultimately be abandoned, and eight 
inch ordnance, cast for this especial purpose, be 
adopted in their stead. : 

On her upperor main deck all herguns are in- 
tended to be placed. A large space is left in the 
centre of the berth deck for the engines and ma- 
chinery. There are two coal bunkers, each about 
eighty feet in length, and are situated on the lar- 
hoard and starboard sides of the engines. Her com- 
plement of inen will be about two hundred, the bertlis 
for whom will occupy all the space on the berth 
deck, from the bow up to 30 feet aft of the foremast, 
Then come the bulkheads of the engine-room and 
the coal bunkers. These bulkheads run ait, flush 
with the mainmast, all aft of which is preserved for 
the senior and junior officers. Below the berth deck, 
and from it to the keel, the frigate is divided into 
five compartments by four water-tight iron bulk- 
heads, which run athwart ships, and which would 
prevent her from sinking or filling, il by accident 
or battle she should spring aleak. The bulkwarks 
are cut away at the bow to allow the teo iach 
guns to traverse and play, and there are pieces 
hung by hinges as port-shutters, which fit in these 
apertures, to give it the appearance of being built 
up solid. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 

EXPENSES, EXECUTIVE, LEGISLATIVE AND JU- 
DICIARY OF THE SEVERAL STATES. We find in 
the Tuscaloosa Monitor, a very interesting table, 
prepared no doubt with much labor and industry by 
the editor, showing the annual cost to the people of 
each state, of their several departments of govern- 
ment, viz: executive, legislative and judicial. The 
editor observes, “to exhibit at one view the entire 
sum expended for all purposes, was more than we 
had materials to do; it varying with contingencies 
for which no uniform estimates could be made, and 
depending solely on the annual appropriations of 
the legislature.” The table therefore shows only 
the actual cost, annually, of the three departments 
of the government. 


„States. Exetive, Legis. Jud'ry. Total. 
Maine 5,700 20,000 11,800 37,500 
N. Hampshire 5,000 20,183 10,959 36,142 
Vermont 1,800 15,000 7,325 24,125 
Masssachusetts 14,800 65,280 51,285 131,365 
Rhode Island 1,800 8,100 1,750 11,650 
Connecticut 4,734 11,840 6,650 22,224 
New York 13,300 29,880 562,400 95,580 
New Jersey 3,050 22,000 7,380 22,430 
Pennsylvania 11,600 33,600 45,546 90,746 
Delaware 2,733 14,580 6,850 23,163 
Maryland 10,950 15,840 23,300 60,090 
Virginia 15,253 41,280 45,550 102,083 
North Carolina 5,300 49,620 24,330 79,250 
South Carolina 9,100 43,520 33,000 85,620 
Georgia 15,000 91,500 23,225 129,725 
Alabama 7,000 45,000 33,975 85,975 
Mississippi 10,000 30,800 34,750 75,550 
Louisiana 16,000 31,280 60,000 107,280 
Tennessee 6,250 25,450 33,910 65,610 
Kentucky 9,500 25,920 39,150 14,570 
Ohio 5,750 20,520 34,350 57,620 
Indiana 2,900 28,080 13,850 44,830 
Illinois 4,200 10,800 14,850 29,850 
Missouri 7,250 25,200 17,750 60,200 
Arkansas 5,200 18,480 10,150 33,830 
Michigan 4,300 13,500 7,100 24,900 


198,470 747,253 646,185 1,591,908 


WHEAT CROP OF THE WEST. We have seen 
some of the aggregate returns made by the marshals, 
under the census act, of the productions of particu- 
lar states. These afford an opportunity of compar» 
ing the results ol industry and fertility of soil, in the 
ditterent regions of the United States. 

Wheat is unquestionably the mest important sta- 
ple productions of the earth, because it is most ne- 
cessary to the support ot man. . 

Itseems by the statistical returns, that Obie ia 
the most productive wheat growing state. The order 
of the wheat production is tbns: 


Ohio, 16,000,000 bushels. 
Pennsylvania, 13,000,000 do. 
New York, 11,000,000 no. 
Virginia, 10,000,000 da. 


There is one fact to be noticed in the produc- 
tion of wheat, which we suppose none but close 
inquiriers are informed of. That is, that more than 
two-thirds of the states raise comparatively no 
wheat, or at least much less than their consumption. 
The New England states, for example, raise scarcely 
any wheat. Thesouthern raise but little, The pro- 
duction of the northwestern states stand thus: 


Obio, 36,000,000 bushels. 
Inctiana, 4 154,256 do. 
Illinois, 2,302,000 do. 
Michigan, 1,899,283 do. 
Western Virginia, 5,248,000 do. 
Western Pennsylvania, 5,000,600 do. 
Total 34,603,539 do. 


In Western Virginia is included the Valley, being 
the production of the whole country west of the 
Blue Ridge. 

South of the Ohio there is not a large portion of 
wheat raised, but how much we cannot now tell. 
Of all the north Western region, from tbe Blue 
Ridge to the Mississippi, Ohiu raises about half the 
wheat raised. The flour made from this wheat is 
eaten in New England, as well as Old England, the 
West Indies and South America. 

The raising of wheat in Ohio has sprung up as 
naturally as the forest plants, No speculative stimu- 
lans has been given toit. The only aid it has re- 
ceived was tbe building of the canals, without which 
the wheat crop of Ohio could not have reached its 
present magnitude. 

The farmers of Ohio receive on an avarage one- 
third less for each busbel of wheat than the farmers 
of New York and Eastern Pennsylvania and Vir- 
ginia. it may be asked, then, how have they been 
able to raise the most wheat? The answer is most 
evident. The fertility of the soil ia (with thesama 
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labor) more than one-third greater. 
natural richness of the western country, 
it great agricultural advantages over any 
United States. [Cm. Chron. 


CONNECTICUT. 


A stale military convention was to be held at. 


Hartford on Thursday last. Its object was to take 


The extreme | appearing as debt in our 
then, gives | wholly nominal, and matter only of account, or is 
part of the | fully provided for by well invested funds, produc- 


accounts, which is either] Throwing out of the calculation these funds, sa- 

cred to special purposes, justly cherished by our 

whole people, the remaining productive state pro- 
perty will (i found to consist: 

Ist. In the eanals, the tolls of which produce, after 
paying the expense of superintendence, a clear 
and increasing income of $1,250,000, equal, in 
their present state of partial completion, to a ca- 


ing an interest exceeding that annually paid. 
Throwing these debts out of the circulation, the 
present real debt of the state will be found as fol- 
lows: 
General fund debt, 


into consideration ihe present militia system, and | Astor stock at 5 per cent. $561,500] pital of ; .  $25,000,000 
to adopt efficient means to improve its condition. | Due to the bank salety fund 693,086 | The rents derived from tbe salt springs, 
NEW YORK. ——————| about $150,000 annually, equal to a 

Finances of the state. Report of the committee $1,254,586 | capital of 3,000,000 
on finance, on various reports referred, of the state ———— —— 
officers, in senate, Marcb 23, 1841. A Canal debt. $28,000,000 

Mr. Verplanck, from the committee on finance, | For the Erie canal enlargement $6,500,000] This income, like the canal revenue, is progres- 
to whom were referred the annual report of tlie | Forthe lateral canals finished, (as Oswa- sive, though not regularly so, as more distant mar- 
comptroller, that of the commissioners of the canal go, Cayuga and Seneea, Crooked kets are opened for the salt, or a greater demand 
fund, and other reports and documents, repor: i T ERT ies ud rea) I arises from our increase of population. 

That the committee have had tlie severa reports; nals), and unfinished, (the Black Ri- Therein 5 z inguiry isih 3 

: i portant point of inquiry is the com 

isco sierra reme. "rete wets alea) THER atone dt a exporditure,and of 
dations therein contaiaed. Bills in conformity there- Total canal debt $13,651,784 | ''erest upon funded debt paid by tbe state, 


with, have been prepared, some of which have al- 
ready been introduced, and are now pending, and 
another is herewith submitted. The present bill 
being intended to aid in presenting hereafter the 
financial eondition of the state to the legislature and 
the people, in a more clear and simple form than 
heretofore, the committee regard this asa proper 
occasion to present their general views of our finan- 
cial state aud policy, aud to give in a condensed 
form the results of the estimates upon which the 
measures and appropriations recommended by this 
committee were lounded. In the examination it is 
important first to state the real amount of the debts, 
and the public property of the state. 

Of the debt of $7,737 81 contracted before 1825, 
for the original construction of the Erie and Cham- 


its income. 

This comparison will be simplified by throwing 
aside from the estimate on both sides, the payments 
to the purposes of education [rom the specific funds 
ahove stated, as well as the income trom them; and 
also the expenses for tbe penitentiary establish- 
ments, so far as the same are met by their specific 
income; and those of the marine hospital, and other 
establishments, defrayed from the seamen’s and pas- 
senger’s fund. 

These, and similar receipts and expenditures, 
would, if stated, merely swell and complicate the 
account without producing any difference iu the re- 
sult. 

The legislative, judicial, executive and 
militia expenses paid by the state, 


OF this amount, about ten millions have been ex- 
pended on works which are not yet finisbed, and 
consequently produce no revenue. 

There are besides some present contingent liabi- 
lities of the state, being loans of state credit to in- 
corporated companies for objects of internal im- 
provement. For the payment of principal and in- 
terest of these, the several companies are bound in 
ihe first instanee, and the state is secured by the 
pledge of their whole property invested in the seve- 
ral works to a much larger amount than the respec- 
tive loaus. 

The loan of credit to the Delaware and 

Hudsnn canal 
Ditto to several rail road companies, 

(see comptroller's report of Jan. 26, 


$800,000 


plain canals, there remains, after extinguishing| 1841) 2,135,700}  amonnt annually to $300,000 
5,683,963, a debt which, (with the exception of | Since issued 300,000 | The indian annuities and expenses, geo- 
$36,000), cannot be redeemed before 1845, unless logical survey and miscellaneous ex- 
with the consent of the holders. ‘This amounts to $3,235,700 penditures, may be estimated at 60,000 
$2,054,808. —— ———— | Public buildings, new state-hall, asylum, 
The means for the redemption of the debt are al- | Thus there appears lo be, besides this &c. 100,000 
ready pened These consist of, amount of cuntingent and guarantied Annuities to institution for the deaf and 
Ist. The loan to the U. States deposite fund bearing; debt just stated, a total amount of dumb, blind, &c. 66,500 
an interest of six per cent. and invested in'these-| other state debt of $14,905,370 | Interest on state debt, other than thal for 
veral counties in bond and morlgage — $917,385| ‘hese debts, and whatever additional amounts} — internal improvement 61,600 
The moneys received from time to time may hereafter be added, were contracted doubtless ——— 
from these bonds are directed to be upon the general credit of the productive aggregate $588,100 
applied to the repayment of the loan wealth of the state; of which the official valuation This estimate includes the sum of $125,000 for 
after the extinguishment of a smaller of 1810 gave, of the real estate the value the erection of the new state-hall and the main 
similar debt to the general fund. of $517,723,170 idi 1 
E building of the state asylum, and for the geological 
2d. Loan to the we of Albany at five And of the personal property 121,449,830 survey, all of which will be completed in 1841.— 
er cent. which is in a progress of gra- ; ; imil 
iol reduction annually, so as E de Making a total amount of $639,173,000 as D may Me dy Ead pec 
extinguished d 162,000 i As this ee oe not include any of the pub- ace P 
3d. Deposites in banks drawing au inte- ie property, or that belonging to towns, cities, &c. i 
rest ey and five and half per cent. dins property pr in colleges, academies, DO UE IM payments for ihe last eei 
ui 5 : z k 5 swelled beyond this amount, by the expenditure of 
payable at 60 aud 90 days’ notice 944,510 | schools, churches, &c. and as thé valuation of the $145,941 for erection of buildings; of $42 000 for 
Ditto, without interest, subject to im- real estate, made for the purpose of local taxation, Pire Thef internal improvem H ; d $ TN qu 
inediate draft 46,069 | is well known to be placed, alinost every where, dm RU of Indian leaner b P". SE AP fih 3 
Making an aggregate of productive below its real and market value, and in very many D the ordinar 3p miale Pendir sec EEG 
funds applicable only to the payment counties, very far below that value, there is certain- B ME AU Renate 
of the above debt, of $2,079,914 ly a property of not less than one thousand millions The ordinary revenue arising from our salt rents, 
There is also another debt purely nominal, which | of dollars in this state which may be subjected to a | may be computed at present at $150,000 
has sometimes led to misstatement. state taxation, (from which it is now wholly ex- | From auction duties es 175,000 
ist. The general fund appears a debtor for toans!empt), in case ol any partial deficiency of ordinary | From fees of officers paid into the trea- 
from the canal fund without interest, according | revenue. Sury, and some sinaller revenues 65,000 
to the act of 1836, to tlie amount of $1,637,603 | This consideration, however, is important mainly pur 
This is the aggregate amount of the se- jas to the stability of our credit abroad and at hoine, $390,000 


veral sums applied out of the excess 
of the canal revenue to the general 
expenses of former years, when the 
other revenues fell short; under the act 
authorising such deficiency to be sup- 
plied by a lvan not exceeding 400,000 
dollars in any year from tħe surplus 
canal revenue. This being a mere 
matter of account between two funds, 
both belonging to the state, is no real 
debt. 

2d. Loan from the canal fund, made in 
1837, fur the use of the U.S. deposite 
fund to complete the fult amount of 
investment o! mortgages in tlie seve- 
Tal counties, and which has since beeu 
in gradual progress of reduction. It 
is now 917,385 

This loan being invested in bond and 
mortgage, is perfectly secure, and is 


| there being, as will he shown, 


no probable necessi- 
ty for 1esorting to such taxation. 

The property which the state holds in its own 
right, and not merely as a tight of eminent domain 
over the property of its citizens, is that to which we 
must look immediately for annual reverne, aod for 
the means of paying present and luture dehts, 

In estimating the public property of the state, that 
which is subject to general use is alone to be taken 
into account, The public buildings of the state, 
with its prisons, arsenals, asylum, &c, are therefore 
not taken into this estimate, any more than the well 
invested funda specially devoted to aid local taxa- 
tion and the collegiate and academic corporate 
funds, for the purposes of public instruction. 

These funds, liowever, in this general view of our 
financial condition, it is proper to state for the pur- 
pose of information. 
These consist of the original common 

school fund 
The lands belonging to the same, esti- 


The above estimate of revenue from the salt 
springs is made without any calculation of the pro- 
gressive cliaracter of this fund as a wider market is 
opened for our salt; whilst the estimate of the auc- 
tion duties is placed below the actual receipts of 
many former years, which have sometimes exceed- 
ed $250,000, and were last year reported at 325,000 
dollars. 

It is therefore believed that the state revenue, 
from these sources, will cominonly hereafter a good 
deal exceed the amount stated, butit has been 
thought preferable to avoit the chance of any over 
estimate, aud to plaee the amount at the receipts of 
the present year, leaving any future increase to meet 
any unexpected increase of expenditure trom un- 
loreseen causes. 

Thus the ordinary deficiency of the state revenue 
on this low estimate, exelusive of that derived 
from onr public works, to meet the probable annual 
expenditures, will be $197,000, or a sum not ex- 
ceeding 200,000 and which may, with economy as 


$2,033,808 


not a debt of the state, but simply so mated at 196,211 | to building and micellaneous expenses, be reduced 

much of the fund for the redemption The U. S. deposite fund, applied under to about $100,000, 

of the old canal debt, invested in bond the act of 1838 to the purposes of edn- It may also possibly, in some years of more free 

and mortgage in the name of the com- cation 4,014,520 | expenditure, be increased to $300,000. 

missioners of the U. S, deposite fund. The literature fund, for similar purposes, An annual appropriation of $200,000 from the 

This amounts to $2,551,998 | has, besides its unproductive lands, a canal revenues will meet tlie average deficiency of 
Makiog, with tbe old canal debt of 2,079,981! fund of 268,778 | the other state funds. 

GNU — The present gross amount of our canal revenues 

The aggregate of $4,634,952 $6,513,347 | may be safely estimated from the returns of the last 
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year's season of navigation, two months of which then, this estimate as the basis of ca 


fall within the present fiscal year. 

‘The revenue trom tolls was 

Income tiora water rents, &e. about 

The revenue of the lateral canals was 
about $75,000, or $63,040, exclusive 
of the Genesee valley, part of which 
was open fora short time at the end of 
the season. The revenue trom that 
canal during the year may be estimat- 
ed at $20,000, and the whole income 


81,775,747 
9,000 


dence that the sums to be raised would not, as in 
some other states and countries, be equal, or any 
where nearly so, to the whole amount of our ex- 
t penditures and annual interest, but wonld be mere- 
duction in the amount annually applied to our pub- | ly the excess of such expenditures and interest, 
lic works, and a retarded rate of progress in their | above the large canal and state revenues; so that 
construction. The aggregate canal revenue during | such a deficiency need never be very large, or the 
the ensuing six years, on this estimate, will be taxation reqnired to supply it very burdensome. 

$13,995,165, giving an average income of 2,265,560) A prudent management of those lunds, and a 
dollars annualiy, aud leaving at the end of the term | careful adjustment of our future appropriation to 
an annual income of ahont $2,600,000. | eur revenue, would make any such deficiency high- 


leulation, it 
must be borne in mind, that should the actual re- 
sults of revenue fall short of the estimates, that de- 
ficiency must be balanced by a correspnnding re- 


ance for those extra repairs whieh 


Interest on present canal debt 637,000 
are rather new constructions and im- 


Payinent in aid of general ex- 


ings,and a more rapid rate of completion of the 
works now in progress. 


of the laterals at 90,000 | Unt of this average income of $2,265,800 | ly improbable in any event. But it those funds 
must be deducted for the ordinary ex- should be aigmented from the distribution of the 
Making, in round numbers $1,875,000 | penses ol the canals, $500,000 income of the puhlie lands, in any manner, such a 
The expenses ol repairs, superinten- | Extra expenses and contingen- deficiency could not oceur in ali human probability 
dence, &e. including the usnal allaw- cies 150.000 | even in a larger extension of our publie undertak- 

J 

| 


provements, but which have been fre- 


penses 
quertly elassed under this head, are 


200,000 


abont $550,000 as 
Interest on present enlargement 
debt 330,000 Leaving an average excess which would 
Upon debt for the ennstruction amount during the 6 years to $4,372,800 
of the lateral canals, 357,000 Assuming moreover during these 6 years 
—— 1,237,000; an additional debt after the four mil- 
——| lions of the present year, of twelve 
Leaving an excess of income ot $635,000 millions spread over the succeediog 
From which there is also to be deducted five years, the aggregate amount at 
the payments necessary to meet the interest tliereon, calculating from tlie 
ordinary state expenditures 200,000, ordinary periods of making the loan 
—— | in each successive year, would be 
Leaving the sum of abaut 2,870,000 
The actual amount would exceed or fall 
contingent charge, or else be applied directly tothe | short of this sum, as the loans were 
cost of construction. larger or smaller iu 1842-43, and more 
The total cost af work still under contract, (the| thrown upon later years. 
greater part being put under contract during the " 
year 1838), amounts to $6,310,154. Should the | This would leave an excess of $1,402,800 


to be applied to the construction, which, with the 
moneys to be raised by loan, would amount to about 
seventeen millions and a hall, and complete the se- 
veral woiks now in progress. Or in another point 
of view, this would allow an eiror of $233,350, in 
the estimate of the annual average canal income, 
without compelling a resort to other sources of in- 
come. Such a result would fall a good deal short 
of the calculation of seven per cent, average in- 
erease lor periods of seven years, as stated in the 
repart above referred to, which has hitherto proved 
below the actual aggregate receipts. In this case 
the completion of these works must he delayed for 
at least another year. 

Ail these proportions of annual expenditures and 
loans, must be judged of by future legislatures, who 
will be able to examine the questions without being 
under tbe compulsion of providing to meet heavy 
immediate contracts. Adverse circumstances, or 
the assumption of new works may make it necessa- 
ry, if we would avoid any recourse to direct taxa- 
tron, jor the support ol internal improvements, to 
spread our expenditures over a still longer term ol 
years. 

i If again the requirements of trade manifested by 


sum of $4,000,000 be appropriated this year to be 
applied to these contracts, the future progress of 
publie works and their annual expense will be here. 
atter under the control of the legislature, without 
any risk of disappointing the arrangements of con- 
tractors or exposing the state to heavy responsibi- 
lities for conseqnent damages. The expenditures 
on our publie works, after the application of the 
present year's appropriatian, and about three mil- 
lions in addition, inay be enlarged or reduced, as 
the revenue may justify or the wants of trade re- 
quire, whilst the future additions to our canal debt 
and the rate of progress of our public works may 
be graduated accordingly. 

What that future revenue and rate ol progress 
may be, is of course a matter of estimate and pro- 
bability only. But such estimates need not rest 
upon mere conjecture. They may be drawn trom 
the observed laws of population and trade, since the 
canal transportation cannot but continue to hold 
some regular proportion to the inerease of popula- 
tion and weaith in our own state, and in the vast 
regions beyond, which must find their best avenue 
tothe Atlantic through onr artificial channels ot 
internal communication. Such estimates, though. |_ € ; 
like all hunan caleniations upon probabilities, li- | increased transportation, and consequently increas- 
able to error and disappointment as to their parti- ed revenue should demand an earlier completion: | 
cular application at any given time, and in all lor it the natural increase of that canal revenue, ori 
events but approximations to the actual results, are | the addition of new revenues from tlie now probable 
yetin the main, and on the long run, safe guides distribution of the incotoe of the public lands, 
for aetion when prudently used. should justity new and expensive undertakings, the | 

The canal board, in their special report to the | loans and expenditures above estimated, would be 
legislature of April 11, 1940, have shawn from the crowded iuto tour or five years. 
comparisons of the returns of former years, thatthe | 1n either case the whole amount of deht contract- | 
canal tolls had increased with remarkable regulari- | ed would be invested in perinanent and productive 
ty, at the rate of seven and a half per cent. annually, | works of equal value in themselves, with the mo- 
lor the period of ten years; that is, not seven and a | neys invested in them, and adding far greater value 
haif per cent. in regular progression suecessively | to the commerce and industry of the state. The 
upon each last year, but 75 per cent. in the ten |real redemption ol the debt would commence when- 
years, increasing regularly during the whole term. | ever the necessity ol new loans ceased, by the ope- 
This term was selected as being one sufficiently | ration of the only really efficient sinking fund, an 
long to embrace the ordinary fluctuations of trade, excess oí incoine over expenditures. ) 
and yet not so lang as to reach beyond the probable The views and estimates above furnished, lead 
operation of existing causes. ` the committee to the conclusion that there is no 

The probability of this estimate is not only sup- probable necessity of being compelled to resort to 
ported by the tormer experience of the canals, and { direct taxation upon that large aud increasing 
especially that ot the last seasor of navigation, sinee | amount of private property now assessed only lor 
the report and agreeing with its estiinate, but iscon- | local purposes, aud town or county charges. 
firmed by various considerations trom the general Such taxation was recountoended by some of the 
laws according to which population has hitherto | state officers in larmer years, as by comptroller 
angmented; and the interchange and eensumption | Wright, in 1836, in 1331, in 1332 and in 1833; and 
of domestic and foreign products have been regu- by comptroller Flagg, in each snecessive year, frowa 
lated. 1534 to 1839 inclusive. No one of the successive 

Tt may, therefore, be assumed as a safe and pro- | legislatures ut those ten years, concurred in that | 
bable basis of calculation of our future revenue, and opiion; and experience has thus far shown, that 
consequent means of prosecuting the public works, | the estimate entertained by the representatives of 
either now in progress or in contemplation. Yet|the people, of the resonrees and prospects of the 
notwithstanding its probable truth, prudence must state, was correct. Whatever tuture necessity may 
dictate that in this, as in all stmilar calculations, 


$438,000 
to meet the interest on any additional] debt or other 


———— 1,537,000; 


| arise, such taxation hitherto would have been only a 
mere probability must not be regarded as certainty, | usetess burden upon industry, enterprise and capital. 
but tbat the means of compensation for any unex- 


pected error should always be provided. Assuming, 


Should, however, such a necessity arise hereal-| : grez À 
ter, we may still entertain the most periect coni- | credit and confidence in our publie enterprises, 


There is, moreover, still another ultimate re- 
source, which, should the calculations of increased 
revenue, thus founded upon uniforin experience and 


$728,800 | high probability, be neverthetess disappointed by 


the result, or delayed lor some years, may still prove 
a sufficient compensation for any such error. This 
is to be found in the enlarged Erie canal itsetf.— 
The great end ta be effected by the enlargement, is 
{he diminution of the cost of transportation, by 
whieh, as well as by the augmented facility of that 
transpartation, the redundant agricultural abundance 
ofthe west, may be economically and rapidly ex- 
changed for the products of the industry or com- 
merce of the Atlantic coast. When this is effected 
by the enlargement, should the increase of trade 
and revenue not answer our present reasonable ex- 
pectatior, the great economy obtained in the cost 
of mere transportation, would allow if necessary, 
some increase in the tariff of tolls. There are ma- 
uy considerations, private and public, which should 
be an obstacle to any such measure, unless it be- 
came very important to the credit and revenue of 
the state. But in any such emergency it might be 
salely resorted to, in a moderate degree, and still 
leave a very great reduction in the aggregate charges 
af transportation, as compared with those on the 
present capal. By means of the enlarged and im- 
proved eanal, the average expense of transportation 
will be reduced about one-half. ‘his is the calcu- 
lation of seientifie engineers, founded on the law of 
traetion in water, as ascertained by numerous and 
accurate experiinenís, and reduced to mathematical 
formulas and rules of' caleulation by Du Buat, and 
other high authorities in mechanical science. This 
theoretic estimate, (il an estimate founded upon 
such data can be called theoretical) is confirmed bv 
the caleulations and experience of practical men 
engaged in the business of internal transportation, 
as to size of boats, number of men and horses em- 
ployed, &c. "The aggregate expense of transporta- 
tion now, average about one-fourth more than the 
amount of tolls. Thus the tolls on flour from Buf- 
falo ta Albany, are 35 38-100 cents the barrel, 
whilst the cost of transportation is stated to be about 
44 cents. 

This ratio varies in different degrees as to other 
articles in proportion to their cost of transportation 
from weight or bulk; but as flour forms one of the 
greatest and most valnable articles of onr internal 
trade, it presents as good an average example as 
ean be taken. 

Now the improvement of the canal navigation, it 
is calculated, will reduce that cost of transportation 
to 22 cents. It is then evident that if there be any 
strong necessity for an increase of revenue, that the 


| business of the canal would not be injured by an 


addition of twenty per cent. on the present tolls, 
when the seven cents thus added to the present ag- 
gregate charges on each barrel of flour, are more 
than compensated by twenty-two cents reduction in 
the cost of mere transportation, leaving a clear gain 
on the whole expense of transportation to tide wa- 
ter, of fifteen cents the barrel by reason of the en- 
largement. Sueh an increased tariff of tolls upon 
the revenue of the enlarged canals, allowing no 
great increase upon its present business, and esti- 
mated at from filteen to twenty-five per cent. on the 
existing rates, would secure an income of half a 
million a year, asum amply sufficient to meet any 
probable defieiency in the state's income, whilst 
the burden it would impose upon the trade would 
be light in comparison with the benefits it must re- 
ceive from the enlargement. x 
The committee have deemed it proper to point 
out this resource, not as a measure recommended 
by them, nor in their judgment likely to be requir- 
ed. They rather look to such a state of business 
some years hence as would justily a farther reduc- 
tion of the tolis. Butitisimportant to guard against 


jevery adverse contingency, and such a resource 


within the power of the state, though it may never 
be used, is caleulated to give great stability to our 
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In the mean while it appears to the committee 
that the arrangement of our accounls advised by 
them last year, and this year recommended in the 
annual report of the comptroller, would be of great 
service in giving clearness and simplicity to our an- 
nual statements, and enabling future legislatures to 
understand more distinctly as well as more easily 
the true condition of our finances in every year. 

This is in effect, to apply to the books of the 
treasury, the principle upon which the several state- 
meats of onr present revenue and expenditure pre- 
sented in this report have been made. It is, 

1st. To make all the deficiencies of the lateral 
canal to meet the interest on their debt and cost of 
superinlendence chargeable directly upon the sur- 
plus revenues of the Erie and Champlain canals af- 
ter the payment of their own expenses and interests 
for which they are specifically pledged. — 

2d. To put an end to the form of borrowing from 
the canal revenues to aid the general fund, and in- 
stead thereuf, to authorise the application of a sum 
not exceeding $200,000 annually, from the surplus 
canal income to the general purposes of the treasu- 
ry: and on the same ground, 

3d. To balance and close the account belween 
the two funds for nominal advances, and to strike 
out of our books and annual reports the nominal 
debt thus made to appear as owing by the state to 
the fund of which the state is the sole proprietor. 

In assembly, April 24, 1841. 

Report of the committee of ways and means, on 
ao much of the governor's message as relates to the 
debt, revenues and expenditures of the state, &c. 

Mr. Holley, from the committee on ways and 
means, to which was referred so much of the go- 
vernor's message as relates to the debt, revenuesand 
expenditures of the state; also, the annual message 
of the comptroller, and the engrossed bill from the 
senate entitled “an act to provide funds for carrying 
on the public works nuw 1n progress,” report: 

That at an earlier period of the session the com- 
mitlee had supposed that all the information neces- 
sary to enable the house to act upon the subjects so 
reterred, was contained in (he reports of the canal 
commissioners, the commissioners of the canal fund, 
and of the comptroller, and other reports and docu- 
meuts before the legislature, but from aome events 
which have since occurred, calculated to produce 
anxiety in regard to the financial condition of the 
state, the committee have concluded to submit some 
considerations to the house on those subjects, in the 
bope of promoting nnanimity and confidence ainong 
our fellow citizens in relation to our great works of 
internal improvement. 

The expenses of the enlargement of the Erie ca- 
nal, according to the corrected estimate, will be 
$23,254,931. Of that amount there has been ex- 
pended the sum of $8,726,250. The estimated 
cost of the Genesee Valley canal is $4,688,050, of 
which the sum of $2,452,500 has been already 
paid. The estimated expense of the construction 
of the Black River canalis $2,287,374, and there 
has been paid on account of that canal $1,317,597. 
The amount of public eredit pledged to the New 
York and Erie rzil road company was $3,000,000, 
of which stoek to the amount of $1,600,000 has 
already been issued, The aggregate sum required 
from the treasury, to carry into effect all these en- 
terprises, as ascertained from acts heretofore pass- 
ed and from the corrected estimate of the canal com- 
missioners, was $33,260,355. Of that amount the 
sum of $13,996,347 has been already expended, 
leaving to be raised for those works the furtber sum 
of $19,264,008. 

All these undertakings were commenced nnder a 
previous administration. Ot the sums expenced 
in their prosecution, $10,646,347 were paid under 
laws passed during the same administration. The 
whnle debt of the state is $14,905,370. Of this 
sum $3,260,000 were authorised by the last legis- 
lature, and all the residue, with the exception of 
$50,000 borrowed for the improvement of the 
Onedia river, by legislatures within the period be. 
fore referred to. — With. the exception of about 
$160,000 the whole sum of $12,496,347, expended 
on the enlargement of the Erie canal, and in the 
conatruction of the Genesee Valley and Black 
River canals, has been expended in the pertorm- 
ance of contracts made by the predecessors of the 
present commissioners. There are now existing 
contracls requiring for their fulfilment, Ihe pay- 
ment by the state previously to June 1, 1843, of 
the sum of $6,102,485. Of this amount only the 
sum of $439,850 is payable upon contracts made 
by the present canal commissioners. The sum of 
$3,774,12) will be required to comply with exist- 
ing contracts, which will expire prior to April 
15, 1842; the sum of $2,300,379, to fulfil further 
contracts expiring previously to April 15, 1843, 
and the aum of $27,985 on further contracts, which 
will expire before June 1, 1848. No new work 
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except the improvement of the Oneida river, at 
an estimated expense of $75,000, and the pur- 
chase of the Oneida lake canal and feeder for 
$50,000, has been undertaken during the present 
administration. When all the existing contracts 
shall have been performed, only about three-fiiths 
of the construclion of the public works undertaken 
under the previous administration will bave been 
completed. 

These references to a [ormer period, are not made 
with a view to raise any questions concerning the 
expediency of all or any of the public works, but 
with a view to illustrate more clearly the policy 
which has been heretofore pursued, and that which 
seems to be indicated for the future. Since the dis- 
covery that mistakes and tniscalculatinns were made 
hy our predecessors, to the amount of about filteen 
millions in their estimates of the cost of the public 
works, and since our experience of the revolutions 
of commerce and the prostratiun of credit through- 
out the union, all agree that it would have been well 
if a more limited scale, or a more cautious progres- 
sion in the prosecution of public works bad been 
adopted by our predecessors. Yet there are very few 
persons who affect to have at that time foreseen the 
present condition of the country. 

Such, however, has been stated, were lhe under- 
takings in which the state was engaged, and the rate 
of progress established, when its interests were 
committed to the hands of those by whom they are 
now conducted. It was soon discovered that new 
and extraordinary difficulties were to be encoun- 
tered, in ihe disastrous condition of commercial 
affairs, and that tlie estimates made of the sums to 
be provided, fell short almost one-half of the actual 
cost of the works which had been commenced. 
After a full consideration of these circuinstances, 
and after a careful examination into the fiscal con- 
dition of the state, it was announced, that with re- 
trenchment and retardation the public works might 
yet be completed; and that although the awakened 
expectations of our fellow citizens in various parts 
of the state, in regard to these and projected improve- 
ments must necessarily be delayed, they need not be 
ultimately disappointed. 

Fully convinced of the ultimate ability of the state 
to prosecute its present system of improvements toa 
successful result in due time, and to answer tbe just 
expectations of all portions of the state, it is impor- 
tant, nevertheless, lo notice such circumstances and 
events of recent occurrence as ought to be known and 
considered in determining the action of the present 
legislature 

The policy of borrowing money to carry on our 
public works, relying on their surplus revenues, 
when completed, to reimburse the principal and 
interest of the loans, is coeval with our system of 
improvements, and we are indebled to that policy 
for all the benefits we are now reaping from the 
adoption of thatsystem. Until very recently, most 
of the funds requized have been obtained at a rate 
of interest not exceeding five per cent. By the 
daily quotations of the stock markets at home and 
abroad, it is ceitain that money cannot now be ob- 
tained without an advance upon that rate; nor is it 
probable that the rate of interest will be reduced 
until the action of congress upon fiscal subjects at 
the special session, which has been called shall be 
known. 

Since the 25th of January last, the market value 
of five per cent. stocks of this state, redeemable at 
a period froin fifteen to twenty years distant has 
ranged from eighty-one lo ninety-one per cent. The 
latest quotation was at eighty-three. If money 
should be borrowed, the rate of interest upon a stock 
having the same period to run, would, according to 
this standard and in order to obtain par for the stock, 
be at frnm five per cent. and five-eights to five per 
cenl, and three quarters. An addilion of three quar- 
ters of one per cent. per annum to the interest 
upon a million of dollars, would amount in twenty 
years to one hundred and fifty thousand, and upon 
seventeen millions of dollars to two millions five 
hnndred and fifty thousand dollars. The inpor- 
tance of precuring long loans at low rates of inte- 
rest, is therefore evident since the ability of the 
state to carry on its system is diminished in propor- 
tion as the amounts paid tor interest are increased, 
Altbongh the rate of interest is not subject to our 
control, it may be atlected by our action. It is cer- 
tainly not to be reduced by offering higher rates 
liom time to time. Indeed the offer ol a large 
amount of stocks at high rates would operate very 
injuriously. The borrower who is found soliciting 
large sums in a season of commercial panic, and 
offering usurious interest, is sure, speedily to de- 
stroy his credit, however sound. Each new con- 
cession only tends to increase the next exaction. 
The principles which govern commerce are inexo- 
rable, and neither individuals nor states have any 
exemption from them. These views show the im- 


portance of a restricled use of the state creclt in 
such emergencies. It may not be unprofitable to 
consider the nature of that credit, its present condi- 
tion and prospects. 

There is seldom a surplus of domestic capital in 
our new and enterprising country. Nearly all the 
money ever borrowed upon our state stocks, was 
obtained directly or indirectly from Europe, capital- 
ists loan money to states and nations, because such 
loans are regarded as the safest and most convenient 
form forlarge investments. The hazzards and de- 
lays ol frequent investments are avoided, punctuality 
in the payment of interest is expected, while by rea- 
son of the convenience of the transfer of stocks, and 
the confidence generally reposed in the public faith 
pledged for their redeinption, it is alwaya easy to 
realize the amount invested. 

New York, in undertaking her system of inter- 
nal improvements, entered the markets of Europe 
in competition with sovereign states of both con- 
tinents. Her security is equal to that which any 
other state or nation can offer. She has more 
wealth and resources and a greater snrplus reve- 
nue in proportion to the debt she owes, than any 
nation in Europe, or any state on this continent. 
Although New York pays five per cent. interest, 
and Great Britain three, and three and a half, yet, 
the assessed value of property in New York is 
seven hundred millions of dollars, and her debt 
fifteen millions, while Great Britain, with a debt of 
nearly four thousand millious of dollars, has aggre- 
gate wealth of probably nol more than ten *imes that 
sum. 

‘The hazzards of war and civil commotion enler 
into the calculations of the lender, and affect the 
rate of interest. No country has more stable go- 
vernment or surer grounds to expect permanent 
peace than New York. None, in proportion to its 
extent, has greater resources, or more active ener- 
gy in developing them. None has a sinking fund 
so sure and unfailing as the constantly augmenting 
revenues uf our canals. Other governments bor- 
row tnoney to pay previous loans, to defray ordina- 
ry expenses of government or to carry on wars de« 
structive of the ability to reimburse the loans con- 
tracted. This state borrows only to increase and 
improve her sources of revenue. European stales 
borrow without expecting to repay the principal, 
except by renewed loans. This state limits her 
debts by a rule which contemplates the reimburse- 
ment of the principal at the end of twenty years. 
The credit of governments, however, like that of 
individuals, has atways a gradual and sometimes an 
unequal growth. The newness of our existence, the 
supposed instability of our institutions, the igno- 
rance of capitalists concerning us, and the prejudi- 
ces of Europeans against us, have caused the rate of 
interest on our stocks to be higher than that upon 
the debts of European governments. Nevertheless, 
an experience of twenty-five years has shown, that 
five percent. is as high a rate as it has yet been ne- 
cessary to pay, in a tranquil and ordinary condition 
of commercial affairs. 

An allusion to the cause of the depression of our 
stocks will serve to convince us that that depression 
must be temporary. The interest upon all our 
stock has always been punctually paid. Every dol- 
lar of the principal of our debts that bas fallen due 
has been promptly reimbursed, and we are now re- 
deeming at par, stocks that have not yet reached ma- 
turity. Without any resort tu any direct taxation 
we have an annual surplus revenue of half a million 
of doliars. It cannot be possible, therefore, that the 
depreciation of our stocks results from any unsound- 
ness in our fiscal condition, as the committee en- 
deavored to show in the former part of this report, 
that it could, in no degiee, be owing to the policy 
now pursued. 

The supply of capital seeking investment in 
American securities is, like every other supply in 
trade limited. The stocks of our sister states have 
been pressed into market with higher rates of inte- 
rest than New York has thought wise to offer.— 
These states, having perpetuity and sovereignty as 
well as ourown, their stocks have been supposed as 
sale, for investments as ours, while the higher inte- 
rest seemed toinsare great profit. Missouri issues 
stock bearing an interest ol ten per cent. An in- 
vestment in her stocks yield, without compounding 
interest, a return equal to one hundred per cent, on 
the whole sum loaned, inten years. Aninvestment 
in onr stocks yield, in the saine period, on the same 
principles of calculation, only fifty per cent. 

The stocks of all the states have been forced into 
market in unusual quantities, and at great sacrifice, 
during a long season of commercial einbarrassment. 
Apprehensions are indulged,in regard to several of 
the states, that the interest on their debis cannot be 
paid without a resort to taxation, and some hare al- 
ready partially resorted to thòs wode. The perfect- 
ly popular structure of our state governments, has 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER--MAY 15, 1841 —8TATES OF THE UNION. 


169 


been reterred to as furnishing grounds for supposing 
that taxes will not be borne; and hence, (hat tue 
American states may not have the stern virtue to be 
just, and preserve their public faith. In consequence 
of these and other causes, the stocks of several ol 
the states have been sinking lor the last two years. 
We have recently wituessed some of tlie elects ol 
this depreciation, in the losses suttered on the stocks 
heretofore received as securities under the act au- 
thoriemg free banking. The evil bas not been mi- 
tigated by the tone and temper manilested towards 
state credit by the former executive department of 
the union, and in the senate of the United States; 
while the federal government has increased the eta- 
barrassment of the times, by becoming itself a bor- 
rower to large amounts in the domestic market. The 
apprefiensions of a collision with Great Britain, 
growing out of the unsettled state of our relations 
with her, have not been harmless to the credit of the 
state. Under these circumstances, the stocks of all 
the states have depreciated. Illinois 6 per cents 
are sold at 48; Indiana 5 percents at 53; Arkansas 6 
per cents at 70; Ohio 6 per cents at 90; and Penn- 
sylvania 5 per cents at su. If, as itis not to be 
doubted, lHllinois 6 per cents shall ultimately be re- 
deemed, an investinent in them is as safe as in our 
own. One hundred thousend dolfars thus invested 
will bring a return of two hundred thousand, with 
interest nntil redemption at 6 per cent. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that stocks su. greally depre- 
ciated, found a more ready sale than our own. 

Very impertect knowledge is had in European 
cities, of the comparative wealth, resources and fis- 
cal condition of the several states; and consequently 
no carelul discrimination is made among tlieio. Our 
credit, and that of the other rich and long establish- 
ed states, has heretofore aided the credit of those 
which were new and less prosperous, aud now ours 
is slightly affected by their einbarrassments, Under 
these circumstances, moderation and economy are 
urged upou us equally by publie seutiment, by a just 
regaid to the public interest, and by a desire to reu- 
der our system of improvements coigplete aud com- 
prehensive. While we shonld steadily persevere in 
the prosecution of the system, we are undoubtedly 
called upou to limit the issue of our stocks as much 
as possible, during the present year. Our sister 
states will, it is confidently hoped, by generous el- 
forts, aided by a wise aud paternal policy on the 
part of the federal government, soon retrieve their 
credit. Their energies are only temporarily sus- 
pended, aud by no means paralysed. The indica- 
tions of a change of policy, are cheering aud satis- 
factory. Butii this expectation, which every lover 
of our common country must indulge, should fail, a 
discrimination must thea take place between our 
stocks and those of our sister states; and the effects 
as far as our credit ıs concerned, will be the saine. 
Probably another year will disclose with certainty, 
one or the other of these results, and it will then be 
apparent, either that the rate of iuterest on our state 
stocks will return to a foricer standard, or that, as 
some suppose, there is a perioanent advance in the 
rates upon all public securities, warranting an iu- 
crease 1n the rate upon our own. 

The committee apprehend little dissent from 
these views, so far as theundertakingof new works 
and the construction ol new portions of the canal 
js concerned. But the questions remains, what 
course shall be adopted in regard to the sum 
$6,102,485 required to fulfil existing contracts.— 


"There are those who wonld advise a snspension of 


the public works. Before such a decision shall be 
made, all the probable consequences ought to be 
considered. The public faith is pledged to our ci- 
tizens, they have invested. capital and pledged their 
credit to a very large amount in materials, machi- 
nery and implements, and labor to perforin their 
contracts; they have their agreement with subordi- 
nate contractors, and these again have others, and 
thusa very large number ol persons are relying 
upon the faith of the state. 

The abrupt suspension of the public works would 
bring new and unapprehended evils upon a com- 
munity deeply suttering trom pecuniary embarrass- 
ments. Provision must be made to indemuily the 
damages to those who have contracted directly 
with the state. The sum required for this purpose 
would far exceed the additional five-righths or 
three-fourths of one per cent. which the state would 
expend in obtaining the requisite funds at the pre- 
sent rate. But the damages thus paid, even ifthey 
were promptly discharged, would fail to reach 
thousands ol individuals and families, who, although 
unknown to the state, would be plunged into dis- 
tress by a failure of their accustomed occupation 
and means of support. Besides all this, the unfi- 
nished portions ot the public works left exposed to 
the accidents of the seasons, would become dilapi- 


dated, and the ultimate injury to the revenues of 
the state frora this cause cannot be estimated. This 


spectacle of dilapidated works, of discontent and of 
suffering woultt be as melancholy as it is uoneces- 
sary. A depreciation of labor, productions and 
property, nist ensue from so sudden and unlooked 
lor a contraction ot business, while injuries of even 
a more serious character would result, affecting the 
value of all property in the vicinity of the public 
works abandoned. The policy of the state would 
no looger be known or understood. No such sud- 
den change of policy ever occurs without serious 
injury to the public welfare and the permanent in- 
terests ol the state, and years would be required to 
repair the injury thus produced. When these 
evils should be felt, it may be reasonably doubted 
whether it would he a snificient excuse to the peo- 
ple, that our predecessors contracted [nr too large 
a plan or too rapid a prosecution of our enterprises, | 
and it certainly would not be a satisfactory answer, | 
that the rate of interest upon money had advanced 
five-eighths or three-quarters uf one per cent. be- 
yond what was expected when the works were 
undertaken. 

In view of the whole subject, it seems expedient 
and even necessary that provision should be made 
to complete existing contracts. Buta cureful re- 
gard for our permanent credit, requires that the | 
aiaount appropriated during the present year, shouid 
be no greater than is absolutely necessary to pre- 
serve the canals, and avert injury to the state, or 
to those engaged in the performance of contracts. | 
The committee believe, alter nuch consideration of 
the subject, that the amount appropriated by the 
bill from the senate, may be reduced to three mil- 
lions of dollars, of which sum, $2,150,000 should 
be apportioned to the Erie enlargement, $550,000 
to the Genesee Valley canal, and $300,000 to the 
Black River canal. "Though this reduction may ot- 
casion considerable inconvenience, and perhaps 
prove too sinall for the absolute emergencies of the 
works in progress, yet if there should be any error 
on such a subject, in such times as these, il is bet- 
ter that it should be on the side of caution and eco- 
nomy. 

The next legislature will have the advantage of 
knowing the settled and permanent condition of 
financial affairs in the country. Existing contracts 
will then be nearly completed. The state will be 
so nearly disembarrassed of previous engagements, 
that the legislature will have the whole system 
once more under its control, and its measures may 
be adapted to the actual condition of things, with- 
out being traminelled by the question of violation 
of contracts, of damages to contractors, and of di- 
lapidations of untinished portions of the works. If 
prudence shall then still require a retardation in 
our progress, or a inodification of the svstem, the 
legislature will be at liberty to adopt a correspond- 
ing policy. But if, on the contrary, it shall then 
appear, as all must hope it will, that the fiscal cop- 
dition of the state is sound, that its surplus reve- 
nues exhibit a steady augmentation, so as to war- 
rant increased expenditures, the legislature will 
find no embarrassments in adopting measures for 
further progress. HAT 

Considerations both of prudence and justice, 
seem lo require that the same principles be extend- 
ed to the New York and Erie rail road company, 
and the commiltee recommend that suitable restric- 
tions be imposed as to the amount of stock to be 
issued to that company during tlie present year— 
that the rate of interest upon the stock to be loaned 
to it be the same as npon that issued for the canals, 
and that the company be required to restrict its 
operations in such a proporlion as shall he neces- 
sary to conlorim to the restricted policy pursued ip 
regard to the cauals. 

The particulars in relation to the debt of the 
state, its revenues and expenditures, and the con- 
dition of the publie works, have been so fully stated 
in tbe reports referred to the committee, and espe- 
cially, in a very lucid and satisfactory report made 
by the financial committee of the senate, that we 
cannot hope to shed any new light upon those sub- 
jects. 


PENNSYLVANIA, 

The revenue bill passed, and the legislature adjourn- 
ed. The revenue bill, or relief biil, passed the se- 
nate of Penasylvania on. Monday, by the constitu- 
tional majority of two-thirds, notwithstanding the 
governor’s veto, and was sent to the house for con- | 
currence. It was there discussed with much ear- 
nestness on Tuesday morning, and the vote being 
taken, there appeared for the bill 48, against it 43. 
So the bill was lost, there not being a toajority ol 
two-thirds in its favor. 

At the commencement of the afternoon session, a 


carried, The bill was then passed by a vote ol 62 
to 28, and became a law of the state, without the 


motion to reconsider the above vote, was made and , 


signature of the governor. It ineludes the several 
sections relative to tlie United States bank. 


A modified revenue bill had passed the house, on 
Monday, embracing nearly the same provisions as 
the bill above mentioned, except so much as relates 
to the United States bank. Atter passing the se- 
nate, it was retuined to the house on Tuesday with 
amendments, which the house immediately concnr- 
redin. All this took place prior to the reconside- 
ration and passage of the bill above mentioned. 

At 11 o'clock, P. M. on Tuesday, the lezislature 
adjourned sine die. B 
. The Journal of. Commerce publishes the follow- 
ing as the substance ol the revenue bill. 

The governor is to negotiate a loan not to exceed 
three millions at five per cent. No certificate for 
less than $100. 

The banks of the commonwealth (the United 
States bank excepted) shall be authorised to sub- 
scribe to the loan, which they may pay into the 
state treasury in their own notes of the denomina- 
tions of one, two and three dollars, redeemable in 
state stock whenever presented to the amount of 
one hundred dollars at the counter of the banks 
which issued them. The notes thus redeemed to 
be marked ‘‘cancelled.” The bank charter to be 
declared *lorfeit, if the redemption is refused for 
ten days. A fine of froma $500 to $2,000 to be in- 
flicted npon every director, president, cashier or 
clerk, who shall knowingly issue a greater amount 
of these small notes than the bank (to which he is 
attached) shall possess of the state stock, and shall 
be personally responsible in his private property for 
the amount of such issue. The banks, after isau- 
ing said notes, and until they are redeemed with 
stock, receive one per cent. from the commonwealth 
for the loan. 

The banks, however, shall pay the interesi of 
five per cent. per annui to the holders of the state 
stock which they issue in redemption of their own 
small notes, and they shall deduct the interest thus 
paid from the dividend tax due the state. If the 
interest exceed the tax, then the stafe shall refund. 

Banks are to subscrihe for loan and issue notesin 
payment thereof in the lollowing proportion to 
their capital paid in: of $300,000, five per cent.; of 
$700,000, twenty per cent.; of $2,500,000, seven- 
teen per cent.; above the last named sum, six per 
cent. 

Sinall notes thus issued shall be receivable for 
debts due the common wealth, and may be re-issued 
by tlie state treasurer or by the bank, and shall be 
receivable by the bank for debts and on deposite, 
and payable in like currency: provided this permis- 
sion shall not affect special contracts ior the pay- 
ment of deposites. 

Banks which do not pay taxes on their dividends 
(excepting the Bank of the United States) may 
deposite with the auditor general portions of the 
tunded debts of the state as security for the re- 
demption of notes which they may issue, Such 
banks then may issue notes of denominations less 
than $5, in the sum proportioned to its stock as 
previously stated, and under the same penalties 
with regard to over issues: and the state officer will, 
when these notes are presented in amounts of $100 
issue scrip, to be returned tothe banks whose notes 
are redeemed, Interest on scrip to be suspended 
while in the hands of the auditor general. 

Bank notes issued under this act to have a uni- 
formity of phraseology. 

The banks not subject to the payment of more 
than six per cent. interest when sued for the pay- 
ment of notes, allowed to declare dividends of five 
per cent. during suspension, and the law of April, 
1840, relative to the forfeiture of charters is sus- 
pended—excepting all such banks as shall refuse or 
neglect to accept the conditions of this bill. Those 
accepting shall have the benefit of issuing the aionnt 
intended for all (in proportion tu their stoeks).— 
Banks to notify the governor ot their acceptance 
within forty days alter the passage of the bill. 

The following are the provisions relative to (he 
United States bank. 

If the stockholders, at (heir meeling next Tues- 
day, or at any other general meeting, shall decide 
by a majority of votes (according to the scale of 
votes allowed at the election of directors) to make 
an assigninent, it shall be the dnty ol the directors, 
in the corporate name of the bank, to make and eze- 
cute such an assigninent, and to deliver up all the 
property of the bank to fire or more trustees, to be 
elected by a like vote; and while in these trustees 
shall be vested all the goods, chattles, righls, &c. 
of the bank, there shall not be necessary any in- 
ventory or appraisements, nor shall security be re- 
quired. 

The assignment shall contain instructions to the 
trustees as to their duty and compensation. 

Trustees to hold their office until January next, 
when the same or other persons shall be elected by a 
like vote by the stockholders, and so on from year 
lo year until the trust shall be completed. 
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The corporate power of the bank, after the assign- 
ment, shall cease and determine, excepting for pur- 
poses of suing and being sued, and continuing suits 
now pending, making assurances, transfers abd other 
acts necessary for the trust; and tor calling the trus- 
tees to account and compeiling them to execute said 
trust, and for choosing directors to receive aud dis- 
tribute among the stockholders any surplus alter the 
payments of the debts. REN 

The courts of the commonwealth to have jurisdic- 
tion of the trust, and the legistature may, without 
cousent of the stockholders, change the provisions 
of this act as it may deem expedient. ^ 

The banking privilege to cease so lar as it regards 
loaning money, Issuing notes and bills, and to be 
confined to the settlement of its affairs and. the dis- 
posal ot its effects. ARE. 

No proxies valid unless issued within sixty days 
of the election or ineeting. 

Veto message from the governor, of the “act to pro- 
vide revenue to meet the demands on the treasury, 
and for other purposes.” 

On Saturday, the Ist inst. governor Porter sent to 
the legislature the following message, giving his 
reasons for withholding his assent to the relief bill. 
To the senate and house of representatives of the com- 

monwealth of Pennsylvania: 

GENTLEMEN: In returning to the legislature the 
bill entitled “au act to provide revenue to meet the 
demands on the treasury, and for other purposes,” 
without my approbation, I feel that 1 om discharg- 
ing one of the most responsible and painlul duties 
that has devolved upon me, since I have been en- 
trusted with the exeentive functions of the coinmon- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, by the people. I have ex- 
amined the various provisions of this bill, with an 
earnest and anxious desire to give it my sanction, 
it I could bring my mind to the conviction, that it 
was not wholly incotopatible with the public inter- 
esis; but alter the most careful consideration, I am 
constrained, by an overwhelming sense of duty, to 
refuse it my assent. No person can read this bill, 
however hastily, without perceiving that it is one 
of a peculiar character. It provides in the first in- 
stance, lor the negotiation of a loan of three millions 
one hundred thousand dollars, and the issue of that 
amount of notes, a large portion of which is un- 
der the denomination of five dollars, tn be based 
upon the loan by certain banks required to take it, 
described in the bill. The manner in which this 
loan is to be taken and redeeined, at tlie end of five 
years, or sooner, at the pleasure of the legislature, 
and also in which the notes are to be issued and 
finally cancelled, is somewhat intricate and comph- 
cated, but is still, perhaps, sufficiently clear to be 
carried into practicable operation, without any very 
great difficulty. The bill, also, provides for a limit- 
ed augmentation of the amount of tax upon certain 
classses of citizens, likewise for the depositing of 
certain portions of the funded debt of this state, as 
seeurity lor the redemption of notes of denomina- 
tions not less than five dollars to be issued upon the 
credit of said debt, by the banks of this common- 
wealth, except the Bank of the United States. And 
in the seventeenth section, it provides that the pe- 
nalties, imposed upon the banks, of paying a greater 
rate of interest than six per cent. and the provisions 
of the acts of assembly, and various acts of incorpo- 
ration, which point out a inode for the forleiture of 
any charter of any bank, for or by reason of the 
non-payment of its liabilities on demand, shall be 
and the same are suspended until further legislative 
action, and until the legislature makes provision for 
the re-payment of the loan authorised by the first 
section of this aet; and repeals the resolution passed 
the third day of April, 1840, entitled “a resolution 
providing lor the resumption of specie payments 
by the banks, and for other purposes." "The suc- 
ceeding sections authorise the stockholders of the 
Bank of the United States, to make a general as- 
sigotoent of all its real and personal estate, gaods, 
chattels, &e. to trustees, for the purpose of securing 
and paying the debts and obligatious of that insti? 
tution, aud exempts such trustees or assignees froin 
the operation of such parts of the general laws of 
this commonwealth as require that they shout file 
an inventory, or appraisement, of the property as- 
signed or conveyed in Uust; and also from giving 
security for the taitblul discharge of their duties, 
and leaves the whole of these itoportant guarantees 
tor the faithful execution of their trust, to the dis- 
cretion and regulation of the stockholders, And in 
the twenty-third section is found the Singular and 
extraordinary provision, that after subjecting the 
trustees appointed by the stockholders to the c xelu- 
sive control of the said stockholders, the courts of 
this commonwealth shall have jurisdiction of the 
said trust, as af it were created under any general 
law of the state. Then follows the provision, that 
it shall be lawful for the legislature, aud the power 
is hereby expressly reserved, at any time or limes, 


with the consent of the said stockholders, at a (ee 
neral meeting tor that purpose convened according 
to the charter, to change and alter the provisions of 
this act irrsueh a manner as to the legislature may 
seem expedient. If there be any security whatever 
to the public in these last named inoperative provi- 
| sions, 1 confess it is not obvious to my mind. Such 
is the general substatice of this bill, so far as it re- 
lates to the banking institutions of this common- 
| wealth. In addition to which it appropriates the 
loan above mentioned, of three inillions one hundred 
thousand dollars, to variuus necessary and important 
objects connected with the government. On the 
passage of this bill depends the successful prosecu- 
tion of the common school system, the payment of 
donations to academies aud female seminaries, pen- 
{sions and gratuities to old soldiers, the repairs of 
| the rail roads and canals for the current year, pay- 
inents of debts due for repairs made prior to first of 
November last, appropriations to orphan asylums 
and house of refuge, asylums for blind and deaf and 
dumb, to pay damages aud the militia expenses, to 
pay all the expenses of goverpment, to pay lock 
keepers, weigh masters and other persons employed 
on the publie works, to pay certain guarantees of 
interest by the state, to pay debts due on contracts 
lor work done on the Erie divisions, North Branch 
extension, Wisconisco canal, and numerons other 
specified publie improvements, to pay the canal 
commissioners, appraisers and engineers, and, in 


cution of which appropriations of money are re- 
quired. This bill, I believe, is the very first in 
the whole history of our government in which the 
necessary expenses of governinent, indeed the in- 
dispensable expenses of government, without which 
it cannot move on fora day, have been connected 
with extraneous subjects of questionable character, 
and concerning which, it was not only possible but 
i Probable that conflicting opinions respecting their 
policy would exist among the various departinents, 
whose united assent was necessary for the passage 
ol the law. It has been, hitherto, among the states- 
men of Pennsylvania, the receive 
indispensable expenditures of government should 
be furnished at all events, whatever else might fail. 
But this bill, departing from that long established 
usage, has directly involved these expenses with 
the regulation and control of the banking system of 
ihe commonwealth, upon which, perhaps, more than 
upon any other subject, irreconcilable differences 
of opinion exist. Without imputing it as the de- 
sign of the legislature to compel the executive to 
surrender honest and conscientious couvictions of 
duty, in reference to at least two of the provisions 
contained in this bill, for the purpose of obtaining 
appropriations which are inseparable from the suc. 
cessful prosecution of the government, I must be 
permitted to say that, such might very readily be a 
system ol coercion adopted by the legislature, by 
which they would be enabled to destroy entirely the 
the independence of the executive, or to arrest at 
any moment the action of government. I tale my 
stand at the threshold of these encroachments, and 
respectfully protest against the policy of connect- 
ing measures of undonbted publie utility, with those 
ol questionable utility, with a view of rendering 
what is just and proper a cover and a pretext for 
measures that are not deemed to be of that charac- 
ter. Lam aware that in a free government, like 
ours, eonsisting of independent co-odinate depart- 
ments, it would be vain and unjust to expect that 
either of those departments could, or should, compel 
the others to yield peculiar opinions of their own 
in all things, without mutual concession and com- 
proouse. J trust { shail never be found so unrea- 
sonable, as ta ask ttre legislature to forego all its 
own convictions of duty, on subjects of geueral 
publie. policy, without testifying to them my own 
entire willingness to meet them at least half way. 
It is true, when attempts h 
certain objeets, not so much of apparent public 
utility, as of party policy, by means which I deein- | 
ed unjust and. improper, I have not hesitated, nor! 
shall I hesitate, to take my position on that solid 
gronid of official independence, whereon T ain 
{placed by the constitution, fn such cases I have 
interposed my executive authority, to prevent the 
passage of laws, in which I clearly saw no great 
publie interest was involved, without concession or 
compromise. Seli-respect forbids my pursuing any 
other course. But when a measure like the present 
billis presented tor my sanction, l feel and acknow- 
ledge the strong obligation of duty which should 
| compel ine to refuse it my assent, and I trust I shall | 
| give evidence to the legislature and the people, that 
{ ata not acting without good reason; and if the vi- 


| 


fact, every operation of the government in the exe- | 


d opinion that the | 


ave been made to reach | people, 


I will now state concisely the objections to this 
bill, which appear to me to be insurmountable. 

In the first place, I consider the seventeenth sec- 
tion as giving to the banks an absolute exemption 
from the resumption of specie payments for at least 
the period of five years, mentioned in the first sec- 
tion of the bill. It is provided, ainong other things, 
in the seventeenth section, that all laws imposing 
penalties of interest. greater than six per cent. as 
also the forfeiture of their charters, for certain de- 
linquencies shall be suspended until further legisla- 
tive action, and until provision is made for the pay- 
ment of the loan authorised by the first section of 
the bill. Now, bad this subject of suspension been 
lelt entirely to the further action of the legislature, 
without coupling it with the provision for the re. 
payment of the Ioan of three millions one hundred 
thonsand dollars, it would have been far less ob- 
jectionable. But even then, what would be our 
condition? This suspension wonld continue till it 
| was terminated by legislative action, and althongh 
the people might, by a large majority, will that it 
should cease, yet if the banks could find favor with 
either branch of the lezislature, or with the execu- 
tive, it would be impossible to carry that will into 
execution. 

Is it wise, is it just, to surrender such power as 
this, to the banks, when in all contests heretofore 
had between these institutions and the people, they 
have proved victorious? But, by the bill before me, 
they are to enjoy these exemptions not only until 
| further legislation, but until the legislature provides 
for the re-payment of this large loan. How will 
it ever be repaid, if this bill should pass? Fhe 
banks control and regulate the peeuniary transac- 
tions of the country, in. which so large an amount 
of capital as this is involved. They are direetly 
interested in preventing the repayment of thisloan 
at the end of five years, or of len years, because they 
enjoy exemption from the forfeiture of their char- 
ters as long as this Joan remains unredeemed. It 
is not at all likely at the end of five years, or even 
ten years, the commonwealth will be able lo pay 
off a loan of three millions of dollars, without mak- 
jing another loan for that purpose. From whom 
can this loan be procured? Surely not from Eu. 
rope, for that market is glutted with our stocks 
already. Not from our own banks, for if the 
were to make a loan tothe state, it. would be to 
deprive themselves of the valuable privileges they 
enjoy, under the exemptions slready mentioned. 
Not Irom our own capitalists, for they are so deep- 
(ly interested in the banks, as to be restrained by 
jthat consideration; or they can probably find, as 
they have heretofore done, more profitable invest- 
ments for their money. It is idle, therefore, to 
say, that this loan can be repaid at the end of five 
years, or even a greater length of time, with such 
strong interests in the way to prevent it, 

An act of the legislature authorising a loan tobe 
taken for the repayment of this loan of three mil- 
lions one hundred thousand dollars, wonld be fruit- 
less; the money could not be obtained upon it, and 
until it was obtained, the banks would be beyond 
the reach of the legislature, and would enjoy their 
right of. suspension, in defiance of its action, It 
scarcely requires a prophet to foresee what would 
be the issue of a law like this. At the end ol the 
five years mentioned in the first section of the bill 
there would be a renewal of the same loan, and the 
same system of operations for auother period of 
| five years, or perhaps longer, and we should thus 
have suspension which might be well considered as 
perpetual. We cannot foretell its consequences, 
| we cannot foresee its end. The moment it is en. 
| grafted upon our system, we may despair of all 
[other reform. It will be fastened upon us unti] 

the system itself, by its own excesses and corrup- 

tions, is annihilated. The specie still Temaining 
in the vaults of the banks, and in the hands of the 
will vanish, and a dreary, hopeless era of 
irredeemable paper money, open upon this com- 
monwealth. I cannot bring my niind to eontem- 
plate this scene, without feelings of the deepest re- 
pugnance. Nor can] believe it is right to fasten 
such a condition as this upon a measure indispen- 
sably necessary to’ the healthful existence of the 
functions of governinent, 

The authority given to the stockholders of the 
Bank of the United States to make an assignment, 
and also the exoneration of the trustees or assignees 
from giving, as is usual in such cases, security for 
the faithful execution of the trust; andalso from mak- 
ing out an inventory, and having an appraisement 
taken of the property assigned, seems to me, to be 
a dangerous and an unnecessary surrender of the 
proper control over persons entrusted with such an 


tal and important objects provided for in this bill, 
fail to be finally secured, that it is not without a 
sincere and earnest effort on my part to prevent 
it, by every reasonable offer of mutual concession. 


Immense amount of property. Tt is true the man- 
uer of regnlatiug the conducto! the trustees or 
assignees, is vested in the stockholders of the bank, 
but from sundry recent developments in thal in- 
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stitution, it seemed doubtlul whether the stock- 
holders are, at all times, the safest and best deposi- 
tories of such unlimited power. The temptation 
to abuse it, on the part of the trustees or assignees 
would be great, and the security against it, is hte- 
jally nothing. I very much question the policy uf 
passing such sweeping acts of legislation as this. 
Why iutroduce the Bank of United States into this 
bill at all? That institution had surely very com- 

rebensive and indulgent powers granted to it at 
its creation, and deliberately accepted bv its stock- 
holders at the time. 

It has very recently, before the court of common 
pleas of Philadelphia city and county, succeeded in 
escaping [roia the provisions ol the resolutions of 
the third of April 1840 for the resumption ol specie 
payments, by pleading that its act of incorporation 
was a contract between the bank and the state. It 
it be so, let it abide by the terins of that contract, 
and stand or fall npon its own voluntary agreement. 
The influence of this institution upon the other 
banks, and upon the general prosperity of the 
country, has been abundantly deleterious, and I 
can see no special reason in favor of exoneratiog 
this bank and its trustees fror obligations tat are 
imposed upon every man, without distinction, who 
is invested with the same kind ot important trusts. 
The powers given to this bank at the time of its | 
origin, were considered ample lor every necessary 
purpose, and I do not perceive in its present condi. | 
tion any good ground for this unquahfied enlarge- 
ment of them. 

Having thus stated with much brevity, my prin- 
cipal objections to the present bill, I will proceed 
ta explain in what manuer these objections may be | 
removed. I always have been, aud I am still, 
most decidedly oppused to the issuing and circula- 
tion of notes under the denomination ol five dol- 
Jars, and I have on repeated occasions, both in ad- 
dressing the legislature, and my lellow citizens, 
expressed that opinion. I must in candor, how- | 
ever, adinit, that within a short time, the aspect of | 
this subject of small notes, 10 Pennsylvauta has 
materially changed. All the surrounding states 
have authorised their banks to issue notes of a less 
denomination than five dollars;—our own banks 
are in a condition which renders it exceeding- 
ly improbable that they will be able to resume 
specie payments for some littie time to come; in 
the mean while our spécie is in a great measure 
withdrawn Irom circulation, and the sinall notes ol 
the states surrounding us, on every side, in open 
defiance nf that most excellent law, passed in 1528, 
to prohibit their circulation, are thrown in upon 
our citizens to take its place, In this state of 
things, the issue of a limited amount of notes, un- 
der the denomination of five dollais, for a limited 
period of time, based upon the security of the state 
stock and state credit, seems to be less tiable to ob- 
jection than any other mode proposed at any former | 
period of time. There is, perhaps, another consi- 
deration which should operate with no sinall in- 
fluence in the decision of this question, The mode 
and manuer of raising inoney tor the ordinary pur- 
poses of the government, and to pay the debls and 
various obligations ol the commonwealth, belong 
properly to the wemubers of the legislature, as the 
immediate representatives of the people. It is lor 
them to judge in the first instance, subject to the 
higher judgment of their constituents, in what man- 
ner this money is to be procured; and if in the! 
optoion of the legislature, the amount required for 
the current year provided by this bill, can be rais- 
ed by no other means than that contained in it, of 
authorising the issue of notes such as I have de- 
scribed, I do not think [ wonld be justified iu deem- 
ing this a sufficient objection to prevent the pass- 
age of the bill, if otherwise faultless. As a pri- 
vate citizen, I would not yield my hostility to the 
issuing of small notes by the banks of this com- 
inonwealtl; but as the execntive, having no power! 
to origibate measures, but only that of approving 
such as are presented hy the legislature, I stand in 
a different position; and as between the sanction of 
such a measure as this, and the emharrassiments 
tbat must necessarily he produced, by the defeat oi 
a bill, making appropriatious for the indispensable 
wants of the government, I should consider itas a 
choice of evils at the best, and that as the least evil 
which would produce the least general distress. 

So far as respects the suspension of specie pay- 
ments, and the exemption ol the banks in the seven- 
teenth section of this bill, from penalties exceeding 
sıx per cent. interest, and the forfeiture of their 
cbarters, I think the boon extended to the banks is 
not only greater than is necessary, but greater than 
has been asked for by any of those institutions. By 
this section it is provided that “no banking institu- 
tion in this state shall be subject, by way of penalty 
or otherwise to any greater rate of interest than six 
per cent. per annum, any thing in any act of as- 


| charter; let the resolutions of the 3d April, 1840, 


to the contrary notwithstanding’—“and 
that all provisions of any other act of assembly 
heretofore passed, or ol any act of incorporation 
providing for the furfeiture of any charter, lor or 
by reason of the non-payinent ol any of 1ts liabilities 
on demand, be and the same are hereby suspended 
uutil further legislative action, and until the legis- 
lature shall provide for the repayment of the loan 
authorised by the first section of this act." No le- 
gislative inquiry upon this subject has been iusti- 
tuted—no petitions have been presented by the 
bauks themselves, except the Bank of the United 
States, asking lor such indulgence as this bill con- 
templates; and so far as |. have been able to learn 
the views of the bauks, throughout the cominon- 
wealth no further legislative action has been asked 
for or desired, except the repeal of the resumption 


sembly 


resolutions of 3d April, 1840, and the banks to be! 


placed on the same tooling they occupied previous 
to the passage of these resolutions, under the act of! 
1824. This act of 1821 for the general regulation | 
of the banks of this commonwealth, seems to have 
been framed in a spirit of greater liberality and for- 
bearance towards the banks, while at the same 
time it makes judicious provision for the seeurity 
of the rights and interests of the public. From the 
passage of this law ot 1824, up to the time the) 
Bank of the United States was chartered by the | 
legislature of Pennsylvania, the banks of this coin- 
tnonwealtli, subject to its provisions, were in a 
flourishing and prosperous condition—telt neither 
fears nor molestation, and never complained of the 
hardship of any of its provisions, and there were 
but few, if any, complaints on the pait of the peo- 
ple. But the enormous increase of banking capital, 
produced by the creation of the Bank of the United | 
States and other banks, during the same session of 
the legislature, gave such a wild and reckless im- 
pulse to the banking system, as to precipitate all 
these institutions into the unfortunate condition in 
which we now find them. There is obviously one 
rational and certain remedy for the evil: that is, to 
get rid of the causes which produced it, Let the 
Bank of the United States meet its fate under its 


passed with the hope of correcting some of the evils 
which the Bank of the United States has produced, 
be repealed, inasmuch as it has been decided by 
the proper tribunal, that ikat institution is exempt | 
from their operation, and on the same principle | 
(here are four other banks claiming like specia! 
privileges, which are exempt also, the whole of the 
capital of these banks aggregately amounting to! 
two-thirds of the banking capital of this state—and 
let the other bauks of the commonwealth be placed 
under the regulations of the act of 1824. I appeal 
to the recollection of those who have been familiar 
with the condition of things in Pennsylvania for 
years past, and to the history of the times, to bear me 
out in the assertion that neither the banks nor the 


debtor, they nust be broken u 
propeity pass under the hainine 
even our courts of justice, wh 
pendent and intlexible jndges should sit, would ex- 
perieuee their share of the common calamity: with- 
drawn trom their professions, prevented by the dis- 
charge of their official duties, from engaging in any 
other business fur the support of their families, and 
wany of them poor, even the salaries which are 
guaranteed to them by law, for services to the pub- 
lic cannot be paid, Can it be possible that such 
praiseworthy objects as these will be lelt ünprovid- 
cd lor by the legislature? Can an adjournment take 
place while a sacred duty, which every man has 
solemnly sworn to discharge, remains bhperform- 
ed? I cannot believe it possible. To Suppose it 
was so, wonld be casting, what I still hope and 
tiust is an undeserved Teproach, on those who have 
been selected by the people, to guard and promote 
their welfare. Iudependent of these particular 
classes of persons which will feel most imme- 
diately the weight of the blow, the entire mass of 
the community has not only a pecuniary interest 
arising [roin the direct and remote connection Sub- 
sisting between these classes and the other citi- 
zens, but has a higher and a dearef stake at issue, 
the character and hunor of our state. Tel! it not 
to the sister states of the union—tell it not to the 
world—that Pennsylvania, steadlast in the cause of 
integrity, abounding in resources and proud of her 
honor, has been the first to swerve from that highest 
of all duties, the duty ol preserving her fame. Are 
the members of this legislature willing and ready 
to be stamped to all future ages as the first Amer- 
cau legislature that brought infamy and disgrace 
upon onr republican government? “Are they pre- 
pared because the executive cannot sanction what 
he conscientiously and firmly believes to be, in ef- 
fect, a perpetual suspension hy the banks; to jeo- 
pard, nay, to sacrifice these ineritorions classes of 
Citizens to whom I have just referred and those 
great and vital interests which depend upon the 
appropriations contained in the bill to which l have 
expressed my readiness to give ny consent. If a 
sincere aud patriotic desire to promote the public 
good, be the governing motive with the several 
branches of the government, there can be little 
douht of the passage of a bill so eminently calenlat- 
ed to promote it, as the one I have suggested; but 
if there be any ulterior purpose in view, any paltry 
expectation of political advantage at the expense 
of the public welfare, then it is neither for me nor 
the people of Pennsylvania to know what will be 
the resnit. In a spirit of compromise and frank- 
ness I have buried my animosity to many promi- 
nent features in this bill. I have expressed a wil- 
lingness to yield rouch—yes, to yield every thing, 
except the point which [ consider of too strong and 
solemn import to the public welfare to be sanction- 
ed by authority of law; and having done this much 


p Tuinec, aud their 
r of the sheni, And 
ere none bnt inde. 


people of this commonwealth ever enjoyed a state 


| of higher prosperity, nor of more absolute [freedom 


from all pecuniary ewbarrassments and difficulties, 
than they did during the interval fron 1824 to 1836; 
and I do not perceive any well grounded reason to 
doubt that, with a little patience, prudence and eco- 
nomy,the same salptary results that flowed from 
the laws then in force, will be again felt, if the same 
laws are restored. 

Should the views here expressed be embodied in 
a section or sections, and substituted for the 17th 
section of the bill, [ would then feel myself justi- 
fiable in approving the bill, although I have a strong 
dislike for some of its provisions. But whatever 
may be my leelings of dislike, I am bound to re- 
press them when I consider that should no provi- 
sion be made by law for appropriations to the ob- 
ject contained in this hill, we shall have the pain 
and mortification of seeing the remaining soldiers 
of the revolutionary aud Indian wars who served 
in the Pennsylvania line, tottering unprovided for 
and penniless to the giave—the blind, the dumb, 
the orphan, and the friendless and unprotected in- 
mate of the house of refuge, would be deprived of 
that alleviation of their wants and sufferings whieh 
the bounty of the commonwealth has so liberally 
provided. The common school systein, in direct 
violation of the constitution of Pennsylvania, will 
languish and be destroyed. Operations upon the 
public improvements must be stopped; their repair 
will be impossible. The contractors npon our pub- 
lie improvements, trusting to the faith and honor of 
the state, contracted large debts to farmers, mer- 
chants, mechanics and laborers, from whom, unless 
provision be made for that purpose, the state will 
withhold the means of payment. And in relation 
to this numerous and enterprising class of onr citi- 


to prevent the evils which I have thus depicted and 
to save the honor of the state [rom disgrace, I have 
done my duty according to the best of my judgment. 
It not met by a corresponding spirit on the part of 
the legislature, the issue, momentons and deplora- 
ble as it may be, must come. To the people of this 
commonwealth, who must share in the blessings or 
in the curses uf the measure, [ cheerfully commit 
the decision. The great question is now distinetly 
put to them, whether they are or are not in favor of 
an irredeemable paper currency, and a perpetual 
suspension of specie payments by the banks? and 
also, whether they approve ol the failure on the 
part of the legislature, shoul it occur, to provide 
even for the indispensable wants of the government, 
without which, at becomes powerless, and almost 
ceases to be a government. Ifa majority of the 
pecple are in favor of these measures, be it so: L 
shall bow to their decree, but as a vitizen of Penn- 
sylvania, looking only to the common good of all, 
I shall deeply regret the evils it will entail upon 
us, and blush that [ have lived tosee the day of her 
tarnished and dishonored Jame. 

Itis idle to deceive ourselves by supposing that 
great hardship and embarrassment will not be pro- 
duced by the defeat of a bill calculated to relieve 
the community, by making the necessary provisions 
lor paying her just debts and carrying on the affairs 
af government. This must and will undonbtedly 
follow. But I trust there will be patriotic resolu- 
lion enough found among the citizens of Pennsyl- 
vania to eudore these hardships fora season with- 
out repining, if the alternative, presentea by this bill 
be, as I honestly believe it to be, far wurse. In the 
darkest and most perilous times of the revolution, 
our fathers, though destitute of food, clothing and 
money, bravely adhered to their country’s canse, 


zens, who are the creditors of the state, to so large 
an amonut, if any thing can add to the aggravation 
and injustice of their case 


barefooted in winter snows, and in the face of sn- 
| perior force, they clung to her standard, and dis- 


, itis the almost inevi- | daiued the comfort aud the gold offered by her 


table certainty, that while the state is largely their] foes—none deserted, aud none shrunk from the 
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GEORGIA. to New Orleans, New York, Philadelphia or Balti- 
Religions test. By a late decision of the superior] more. To the two last named cities a new route 
court for Oglethorpe county, Georgia, the testimo- | has been recently opened hy the cross cut from 
ny of several witnesses was declared to be inadinis- | Akron on the Ohio canal to Beaver near Pittsburg, 
sible on the ground that they were Universalists|so that the eastern line of communication is now 
and supposed not to believe in a future state of re- | the most eligible far a large portion of the state. In 
wards and punishments. addition to her great canal, which has been com- 
OHIO. pleted for some years, Ohio has other canals in 
Below the reader will find a tabular statement | progress—her whole system of works including in 
of the resources and financial condition of this | the aggregate nine hundred and twenty-four miles. 
state. The exhibition which it gives cannot but | These all run though fertile districts and must in 
cause surprise—indicating as it does a growth of as- | time become productive of a large revenue. 
tonishing magnitude and rapidity, Withia lessthan| This young state may he called the “infant phe- 
forty years, the population of that thriving state has | nomenon.” What she will be when her full growth 
increased [rom filty thousand to upwards of filteen | is attained may be in some'sort. coujectured from 
hundred thousand. Ohio is now the first wheat | the promise of her eaily days. With an active, in- 
growing state in the union—her wheat crops last | dustrious, enterprising and intelligent population; 
well before you depart to your respective places of | year amounting to upwards of sixteen million bush- | a soil rich and well fitted for tillage; with her in- 
abode, without making sore adequate provision to| els, which is some millions of bushels larger than | ternal improvements pervading all parts of her ex- 
save the government of the state from the want of | the crop of Pennsylvania, New York or Virginia. | tensive territory, rendering access to markets easy 
the pecuuiary means of performing its vital fune- | She has constructed a canal throughont the entire | and cheap—with all the advantages which position 
tions. [entreat you to contemplate the awful and | extent of her territory uniting Lake Erie with the | and natural and artificial aids can supply in the way 
unprecedented responsibility you would thus be as- | Ohio river, and comprising a length of three han- | of facilitating production, her increase in wealth 
suring, and to think of the jüdginent of posterity. | dred and thirty-three miles. lt runs through some | and greatneas must go on from year ta year, while 
I have done all that lies in my power—the rest is| of the most fertile regions in the world; it connecta | from her prolific resources a swelling tide of com- 


northern blasts that pierced their naked bodies, or 
the British bayonets presented at their breasts; and 
i they made such sacrifices to gain our liberty, their 
sons, abundantly clothed and abundantly ted, should 
be willing to make at least the sacrifice of suffering 
for a short time the inconvenience of empty pockets, 
to preserve the liberties their lathera handed down. 
Money is a great coavenience undoubtedly, and 
very desirable, but what amount of money would 
pay the price of our self-respect, the substantial 
prosperity of the state and ofoor freedom? Ifthe pev- 
ple of Pennsylvania prove recreant in this crisis, they 
will indeed have forgotten the example of their an- 
cestors, and will prove theinselves to be, what [ trust 
they would scorn to acknowledge, * degenerate sons 
ot noble sires."* I call upon you, fellow citizens of 
the legislature, [ conjure you to pause and think 


with you. DAVID R. PORTER. | the great lakes of the north with the Gulf of Mexi- | merce will be poured to enrich all who may parti- 
Executive chamber, May 1st, 1841. co; and affords means of conveyance by which the | cipate in ils benefits. 
VIRGINIA. teeming products of the state may be transported [ Baltimore American, 


Elections. The senate consists of thirly-fwo mem- 
bers, elected for four years, eight being chosen an- 
nnaly. Of the eight whose term has juat closed, 
three are whigs and five democrats. The three 
whigs, viz: James Lyons, Robert W. Carter, and 
Charles J. Faulkner, are all re-elected. The whigs 


Statisties. Area.  Thestate of Ohio containa a fraction over 40,000 square miles, or 25,600,000 acres. 

Estimated quantity of arable lang, 20,000,000 acres—wet, broken and sterile, 5,600,000 acres. 

Assessed tor taxation in 1840, 20,215,044 acres; probable amount liable to taxation in 1841, 21,200,000 
acres, 

Total number of acres in cullivation, including meadow and pasture lands, 7,500,000 acres. 
Population. Ohio became a state A.D. 1802. Estimated population, 50,000 


have also gained a senator in the election of Tun- : : em 
stall, which gives them a majority in tliat body.— Population a9 Per census un ER 230,760 inean Sean 180,760 
In the last senate the parties were tied 16 to 16. S E A 1830 nin zu oil 
E 17 s ae Pee ee 7 a a cee : ub. P P E Bess 
Pe a Taa abs Whe last Valuation. Real property subject to taxation, as valued for that purpose, in 1340, $99,154,745 00 
house was divided about thus: whigs 71, democrats I[orses, cattle, mercantile capital and pleasure carriages, subject to taxation 26,947,961 00 
3. lowing i ata qu Kies 
uS following PEN I uA AR Total amount of taxable property as valued far that purpose, $126,102,706 00 
or 3 aineubers Ald leaves A whig majority of 2 in Eslimated amount for the current year (1841), one hundred twenty eight millions.* 
SacHhanel 3 Exports in 1540. Breailstuffs, mostly wheat and flour—estimated value $7,098,810 00 
Congress, The complete congressional delega- Other agricultural prodncts, including distilled spirits 1,874,402 00 
TOR SENE aa iGllowentlinsein dlite are reputed fo Prodacts of domestic animals, chiefly pork, lard, butter, cheese and wool 2.315,069 00 
he whigs. F Damestic animals driven from the state on foot 2,600,000 00 
Dist. Y, Henry A. Wise, re-elected. Products of mines and forests " 782,700 00 
2, Francis Mallory,” re-elected. Manufactured articles - 5,000,000 00 
3, Geo. B. C ds F . Rives. . : : 
4, Jum M. Boii piae RR Rives Total value of the products of Ohio, exported in the year 1840, $19,670,981 00 
E . M. T. ELA : Cost, puid by Sum required Gross amt. of tolls Cost TE 
P: ud inre A MD Public works, owned by the state. E Hu Nav. Jrom Site to received wate gai Es 
i i i aes 10, 1840. ish. in 1840. 
7, E Teue d W. M McCurthy. | Ohio canal and branches 333 $4.694.934 19 Fite ped. $452,122 03 rep 
2 "a ma X enea D Miami canal and branches 86 1,287,552 16 do. 72,612 89 20,192 99 
in E E. 5s ee e, ee A romgoole. Wabash and Erie canal (in Ohio) 89t 1,666,619 89 $772,380 11 16400) Expense of re» 
n D n e E E me MATT Miami extension canal, 125 1,506,909 83 1,393,090 17 3.925 07 | pun a these 
12 Waite Cal i ae i SU . B. gain. | Hocking Valley canal 56 621,375 28 275,472 28 2,326 69 b works not sepa- 
2 T eU DL quo uem HU DE Walhouding canal, 24 491.364 96 89,623 23 rated from cost 
D pone i : GE Iu une Garland. Muskingum river improvement, 90 1,086,167 96 — 287,938 00 2,388 48 | of construction. 
is R B vd zm toS det Western Reserve and Maumee road — 31 165,000 00 19,000 00 3,240 59 3,132 90 
; dt. B. Darion, wg gain, succeeds Incas. | Pennsylvania & Ohio canal (in Ohio)f 86 420,000 00 finished. 4,200 00 net rec'd by state 
16, Samuel C. Williams, succeeds Mr. Beale.| Milan canalf 1 22.692 47 2 307 52 Š y 
i d: Eu dh whig VR Cincinnati and White Water canal] — 25 14,000 00 76.000 00 
Jp. (Crane We TREES DEHAHEGE Turnpike roads§ 1,008,188 00 563,215 22 16,555 98 nel rec'd by stat 
19, George W. Summers, whiz gain. Vee ð z , E u by state 
20, Samuel L. Hays, succeeds Jos. Johnson, 12,994,804 74 3,536,926 53 557,53568 145,230 18 


21, Lewis Stearod, re-elected. 

Total, eleven whigs and ten democrats; being a 
nett whig gainof three members compared with the 
last delegation as elected two years ago, or two as 
compared with the same delegation after the resig- 
nation of Mr. Holleman in the Norlork district, and 
the election of Mr. Mallory in his stead. 


From estimated amount necessary lo be provided by the state to finish public works, deduct estimat- 
ed proceeds of Wabash and Erie, and, Miami Extension canal lands, 379,552 acres at $3 per acre— 
$1,138.656—leaving the sum of $2,398.270 53 to be provided hy loans. 

Stale debt. Due on 6 pr. ct. stock payable 1850, '56 & '60, in N. York 10,511,123 00 ann. int. 630,667 38 
“ond per ct. * se 1850 and '56  * ss 550,000 00 of 27,600 00 
[Six pr. ct. state serip loaned to R. R. comps. '56 & '60 do. 501,515 00 — « 30,090 90 


" ae gome Ada as to the moner classifica- Total amount foreign debt, Nav. 15, 1840 $11,562,633 00 — * — $688,258 28 
pur i un Mi : Wenden | M i national Due to various school funds at 6 per cent. interest 1,289.534 08 « 11,372 04 
wank, as also are Messrs. Gilmerand Mallory. Mr. * counties, on account of surplus revenue 86,22977 “ 5,173 78 


Wiee, it is supposed, will vote for a national bank 
on cerlaia conditions. Of the whole delegation, 
not more than seven, perhaps not so many, will be 
fouad ia lavor ol a national bank. [Jour. of Com. 


, ; „Total state debl, November 15, 1840 $12,938,101 85 total inl.$774,804 10 
Six months’ interest on moneys to be borrowed during current year, say 50,000 00 


y KENTUCKY. Talal interest chargeable on revenue of current year, (1841 $20,804 10 
go METER is the general result of nies (estimated) for 1841, applicahle to payment of interest on state dum : a c 

fet Aicivigl 1. Bed Ta elec des pioceeds autole: water renta, &c. on Olno and Mtami canals $490,000 00 
Pee Philip Triplett, tak orm h i s Pennsylvania and Ohio canal, and state canals now unfiaished 36,000 00 
A E E Esa A S state's dividends on turnpike road stock 15,000 t0 
Br B. W. Owsley un ird Dus : , ail Road companies to meet interest on scrip loaned by stale 30,090 90 
BTE JB AI m Beet . roceeds of tax of 23 inills on the dollar of tlie graud levy (128 millious), 352,000 00 
6th — *« Willis Green, re-elected, 5 

Tih sss ae Pope, re-elected. i ee 0 
8th “ ames C. Sprigs, new member. , “Lands are valued for taxation as if in a state of nature, taking into view the value reflect i 
oth « John White, T improvements, but without reference to the improvements on Meland itself. The true en oie ea 
TP ‘eke Marshallotiew imembher: perty of the state cannot be less than $400,000,000; of personal property, not lesa than $150,000,000. 


tThis connects 144 miles of finished canal in Indians with Lake Erie. 


lith — « L. W. Andrews, re-e : e 
ndrews, re-elected {One third of these canals, only, is owned by the state. The money paid by the state, only, is given in the 


ITE Garret Davis, re-elected. abave tnhle 
3th o“ IV. O. Butler, re-elected. One half. onl ] i 
RUNS MEM LAE Eu ne W min belongs to the state, ‘The payments made and to he made by the state, as nbove given, are 


aR LU pM This item should not he considered as f th 3 i i ied i 
— 1 : part of the debt of the state; the avails not having been applied in 
Antibank. the construction of works owned by the state, and the Rail Road companies having eTel Papen 
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THE PRE-EMPTION BILL. 


ALABAMA. 


A law having passed the legislature uf Alabama |a few 


for holling a special election for members of eon- 
gress, governor Bagby h 
appointing the 20th of N 
members of congress. 
under the general ticket system. The act just | 
passed, requires the citizens, at the regular elec- 
tions in August, to state whether they are for “ge- 
neral ticket,” or for “district system.” 
[-dugusta Constitutionalist. 

MISSOURI. 

The whig members of the legislature adopted the 
following memorial to general Harrison just belure 
their adjournment: 

“To W. H. Harrison, president of the U. States. 
The undersigned members of the Missouri legisla- 
ture, who are friendly to your administration, re- 
spectfully request that you will discourage the uni- 
versal mania lor office-seeking that prevails in the 
country, by refusing to appoint to olfice the nume- 
rous applicants, and who nake personal application 
for appointments, who hawk about papers to pro- 
cure recommendations to executive patronage. 

City of Jefferson, Feb. 13, 3541." 


DEBATE ON THE PROSPECTIVE PRE- 
EMPTION BILL 
[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 159.] 
In seaute, Friday, January 22, 1841. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN rose in rejoinder. I did not 
coine torward as a volunteer accuser of the existing 
adininistration on the subject of ils expenditures. I 
came only in response to the triumphant challenge 
of the honorable senator from Pennsylvania, who 
defied me to put iny finger on one single item of im- 
proper or extravagant expenditure. The gentle- 
man as-nines engeniously enough, but not very can- 
didly, that, because I have mentioned one or two 
particulars, these aie the only charges that can be 
made, and effects to be put by me on his defence; 
whereas it was he that made the broad challenge, 
calling upon me, or any one else, to prove the ex- 
travaganee of the administration in a single instance, 
Thus challenged, L cited one or two particulars, 
more from memory at the instant than from any re- 
search, for I bave made none. [ go into no charges, 
I prefer no indictment, I have merely accepted bis 
challenge. 

Before going into his answer, he made some pre- 
liminary remarks which deserve reply. If the prin- 
ciples be assumes be correct, then has he proved 
not only that the present adininistratiun has been | 
guilly of nu extravagance, but that no future ad- 
instration can be; that the thing is impracticable 
because, though the publie money may be squander- 
ed, it can only be done according to law. 

Mr. BucHANAN. The senator will pardon me 
for interrupting hun, but I advanced no such posi- 
tion. I said that where there were specific appropria- 
tions, the money could not be squandered; but that 
where congress only designated the objects on which 
public money was to be expended, there it wight be 
wastelully used, and that a president, together with 
his party in congress, might be guilty of passing 
unnecessary and improper laws wastetully appro- 
priating the public mozey. 

Mr. RITTENDEN. I donot intend to misrepre- 
sent the honorable senator. He says, if [ under- 
stand him, that no money can be drawn from the 
treasury but according to law; that no money can | 
be spent that is not so drawn; and that, if too rauch 
money is spent, it is nut the president’s fault. Now, 
I ask, in that case, what hold have the people on 
this matter? Whom are they to hold to account? 
The president is the most powerlul officer in the 
executive department of the governiaent; but he, it 
£eems, is to be wholly exonerated, although all the 
appropriations made by congress aie guided hy and 
founded npon the estimates of the executive depart- 
ment; and although it is a part of the doctrine of the 
senator's own party that the president himself is a 
component part of the legislative power. If he be, 
then he must partake of the legislative responsibi- 
lity, and that in appropriations as iu other things. 
But, whether he be or not a part of the lezislature, 
it cannot be denied that, as a part of the executive, 
his departineut exercises a great and powerful in- 
fluence on the legislation ot congress, more especial- 
ly in regard to appropriations; and that that influence 
is feltan all the preparatory steps which lead to the 
mational expenditure. If the president is to be ex- 
empt, then 1 ask, who is to be responsible? It the 
president is not, then the senator will find it neces- 
sary for him to show that he and bis party are not 
responsible, Why are they not so? When one great 
and predoininant political party has not only the 
executive on its side, but a large majority in both 
branches of the legislature when the whole pha- 
lanx of government power is under its control, why 
js tt nul responsible for tlie acts of government? Be- 


as issued his proclamation, | 
lay lor the election of five | no one, and, let the government be guilty of what it 
This election takes place | will, the people do not know on whom to charge 


cause, forsootb, it can show that in particular cases 
individuals of the opposite party concurred in 
voting for them. That is a most happy argument, 
whieh relieves every body; it fixes responsibility on 


the wrong. The president is not responsible; the 
majority in congress is not responsible. Oh, no! 
But all congress is responsible. A very convenient 
doctrine, indeed! It diffuses the responsibility so 
(ar and wide that the portion attached to each in- 
dividual is too small to be worthy of considera- 
tion. The position amounts to this, that in this re- 
publican government of. professed responsibility 
there is no body responsible; that you cannot put 
your finger on any individual and say, *“ You 
are the man;” or on any majority and say, “ Fou are 
the party." The arguinent relieves at once every 
future president. Now, to apply this doctrine to 
the matter in hand. [cited as a case in point, to! 
show the itoprovidence and extravagance of this 
administration, that a large mass of provisions had 
been accumnlated at a particular spot, where it was | 
not required for the consuimption of the troops, and 
alterwards put up lor sale, and auctioned off at an 
enormous sacrifice. And how does the senator 
acquit the government? Who is responsible for this 
waste? nr can the senator’s logie redeem every body 
from responsibility? Are the people to consider the 
subordinales answerable? or is responsibility to rest 
iu some degree on those who are at the head of the | 
government? To exempt the administration, if there 
lias really been abuse, he tells us that the government 
did not know of it till all was done and over, and 
that now we have not accurate accounts either ol 
the provisions, or the sums for which they were sold. 

Mr. BvcEANAN. I did not say that. There are 
fult accounts of every dollar. But [said that í had 
not had time to procure the particulars froin the de- 
partment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Be it so; but is this the way 
in which a government is to shuffle off all responsi- 
bility? The senator’s argument lays a foundation for 
absolute impunity to every future administration. 
For appropriations, neither the president nor his 
party are answerable; for the expenditure of the 
inoney, however wasteful and extravagant, the pre- | 
sident is not responsible unless he personally ex- 
pended the money with his own hand. "This, by 
the constitution, he eannnt do; but must expend it 
hy agenis whom he appoints, and who expeud it 
under his supervision. What, then, is your pre-| 
siden? To what a skeleton, to what a shadow do 
you reduce him! Is he not to know that a half inil- 
lion of publie property was collected at a point in 
the Indian country?. Was he not to know that that | 
public property was sold, and that the sum received | 
for it was tar too small? Was he not bound to think | 
or know any thing about this? What is he? A mere 
state apparation—an automaton—a publie officer, 
salaried and fed, but not responsible to any one! Is 
it not one of the favorite executive doctrines—a 
doctrine to which, I presume, the senator from 
Pennsylvania yields his assent—that the executive 
is one great unit; that all subordinates are bu! the 
hands and limbs of the president; and is it not for 
that very express reason that the arbitrary power of 
appointment and dismissal is claimed for him? Yet 
here, when a case of profligate public waste oc- 
curs, what do we hear? Ob,it may have been very | 
bad, but the president did not know any thing about 
it! He was ignorant, and therefore innocent. I ask, 
is it fair thus to base the defence of the executive on 
its inaction and want of information? The presi- 
dent not responsible! He is responsible. Respon- 
sibility is the incident to his high office, and consti- 
tutes its highest honor; the office amounts to nothing 
without it. Lhave not charged Mr. Van Buren with | 
being personally responsible in any of the cases I 
have relerred to, Not at all. But I say that there 
are inatters for which his administration is, and will 
be, justly held to responsibility. Have I intimated, 
in the reinotest degree, that Mr. Van Buren ever 
personally desired such a waste of the publie pro- 
perty—tliat he ever directly intended to injure the 
country—that he willed it or assented to it? Assu- 
redly not. But all these public acts form part and 
parcel of the acts and doings of his administration; 
and they are acts from which, on every public po- 
litical principle, he, as the head of that adiministra- 
tion, is responsible. 

And now let me come 
the charges I have made. | presume I was mistaken, 
in point of fact, when I supposed that any part of 
the Missouri troops had been inarched thiough Ken- 
tuky. I said this on the authority of a colleague, 
who told me that they did, and that he was in the 
county of Morgan with them at the time. He was 
probably mistaken as to the particular corps. But 
it is a point of no importance. The gentletnan can 
never justify, in point of economy, 


down to the particulars of| 
1 


| challenged to show extrava 


the bringing of|in payment but gold and sil 


173 


a body of troops from a point a thousand miles dis- 
tant, when others as good were to be had close by. 
U itis true, as the senator says, that there weie but 
300 ol these troops, then every solitary horse belong- 
ing tothe whole body was lost, for you certainly 
pud for at least that nuinber. Was there, I ask, no 
want of econoiny in all this? The senator admits it 
would have been better, even if they had maiched 
through Kentucky, but I ask, would it not have 
been better still, if they had been drawn froin Georgia 
or Alabama? What can be the excuse for it? Nut that 
I insinuate that the men from Missouri weie not as 
gallant soldiers as the world contains, but I may be 
permitted to suppose that in Georgia or in Alabama, 
or even in old Kentucky, men as brave as they 
might have been found. They could have been em- 
ployed at the same rate, and we shonld have been 
saved the cost of transportation and the price ol the 
dead borses. Did one single horseman biing his 
horse back? I do not reler to this particular troop, 
but to all the mounted men. Has uot the U. States 
paid for every single solitary borse employed in that 
cainpaign? 

Mr. BUCHANAN. 
horses. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Yes: but did we not pass a 
bill paying for 300 horses lost at sea? And as to 
the otheis, if they were not drowned, they died for 
want of fodder; or, if not, to bring thern baek by 
steamboat to Missouri er Arkansas would have cost 
as much as they were worth. All this shows a want 
of due management and economy. Did the govern- 
ment, when it ordered these troops into Florida, 
ever calcniate that it was to pay lor the horses? Yet 
n. were charged the original price for every one of 
them. 


Mr. Linn. The senator is misinformed. The 
hoses were bought by government at a valuation 
made of them in Florida, and not in Missouri, and 
that has been urged by the gentleman’s triends as 
one ground of accusation against us. 

Mr. Crirtenpen. 1 think the senalor is mis- 
taken. I know at least that all our Kentucky borses 
were valued at home, so far as I have any know- 
ledge. Now, I ask, was there no extravagance in 
drawing these men from Missouri? The senator 
admits that there has been large additional cost, and 
for what reason was it incurred? That the men from 
Missouri were fitter for the serviee. Why? Be- 
cause they were more versed in Indian wartare and 
better able to pursue and uncover the lurking foe. 
Bat what reason has the senator to assume this?— 
Have not the people of Geurgia been living among 
Indians and waring with them? How long is it 
since the Indians were removed from Alabama and 
Tennessee? And why were not the people from 
these states as familiar with the habits of southern 
Indians as the inen of Missouri? It is a mere color 
of delenee. I admit it is no great matter, but stil] 
it roeets the challenge of the senator. 

And nuw, to return to the subject of the sale of 
provisions. ‘Che senator says that the president 
knew nothing about it, and asks whether it was not 
necessary that a depot of provisions should be pro- 
vided for the ariny. Certainly; but how should this 
have been done? It should have been founded on pre- 
vious knowledge, arrangement and calculation; and 
here lies the ground of complaint. J say it was great 
improvidence to collect a vast mass of provisions 
which were not wanted, as the event plainly proves. 
Here is the mismanagement. Here is the extrava- 
gance. And how does the senator justify it? Oh, 
the provisions might have been wanted; if there had 
heen an arty tbere to eat them, they would have 
been eaten up. And this is military skill; this is 
the profound foresight of the war departinent. The 
army and its provisions separated (rotn each other! 
the army in one place and the provisions iu another! 
and, for aught [ know, suffering fur the want of 
them. Is this vour inilitary combination? And waa 
it good economy to let these provisions be sold for 
a song? That Mr. Van Buren would have reprobat- 
ed such proceedings, | have not a donbl; but I was 
gance in his administra- 
tion, not wanton wickedness in himself. The se- 
nator says I am mistaken as to the amount for which 
the provisions were sold. lere is an account of a 
quantity of corn sold—some at 17 cents, some at 
11, some at 10, some at 34, some at 134; and here 
is the cost of the same corn—part at $1 50 and part 
at $2. The bighest price at which it was sold was 
17 cents, and the lowest 34 cents. 

But this is not the whole story. If common fame 
is to be credited, or other autbority in which I have 
the highest confidence, there was a large inultitude 
of people who attended at the place of sale, and the 
provisions were of a kind to command the highest 
prices; but, just before the sale commenced, procla- 
ination was made that nothing would be received 
ver or treasury notes. 


The government bought the 
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The effect was astounding; the bidders fiad collect- |law on the subject, and left the executive to defend presi 3 
ingi i dinary ency which | the territory by other means. Now, asks the honor- | thousand pages of docuinents with w 
e A aded alle e gress | rally accompanied, is of itself enough to deter any 


d | human being from going through them for any pur- 


prevailed in the vicinity, but they were all thown 
ont at once, anil had to stand by aud see the public 
property belonging to government sold to men who 
had public money in their hands, and who doubtless 
purchased it with public funds placed in their custo- 
dy lor any purpose but this. I believe this is sus- 
ceptible of proof; and further, that these same pro- 
visions were alterwards sold, on private account, at 
a large advance, for the very money which had 
been refused at the government auction sale, 

I ain very sure that my condemnation of such pro- 
ceedings as these cannot be more sincere or more 
thorough than is that of the senators on all sides of 
the house whom I address; but I charge this as an 
instance of gross mismanagement and abuse; the 
facts are not denied, and no adequate reply has been 
made to the charge. The government lost nearly 
half a miflion of dollars by this single transaction, 
and it occurred under the management of the pre- 
sent administration. 

As to the mints, I confess 1 do not know muen 
about them. IT leave to my friend from Pennsylva- 
nia (Mr. BUCHANAN) and wy friend from Georgia, 
(Mr. Lumpkin) to settle the dispute as to how 
much gold is likely to be found in the Georgia mines, 
or brought to the Dahlonega mint. I think it seems 
to be adiniited that little, if any, has been bronght 
there lately. Why then do we not shut up shop, 
when there are no customers? Why keep the mill 
open, the wheels going round, aud the miller on pay, 
when there is no grist to grind? The gold, it seeins, 
has given out, or nearly so; new veins, it is true, 
may hereafter be found. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia seems to have gone on in faith, and the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania very heartily wishes him 
abundant showers of gold from above; but my friend 
from Georgia does not expect his gold, I take it, 
from above, but trom beneath. Glorious, indeed, 
will it be for him shonld golden streains spout ont 
from below ground, and golden showers at the same 
moment come rushing down from above, and all in 
answer to the prayers of the senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Loud faughter.] Butin the mean while 
you have been keeping your mill ready—your 
wheels greased—your officers well paid, so that, 
however so little gold flowed in, no small amount 
was flowing out all the while. Ido not say yon 
have done this from a mere wish to spend the mo- 
ney of the government; but I call this mismanage- 
ment, and T charge it as extravagance by which the 
publie money lias been lost; and can the senator 
deny it? 

Now for another item. (1 will thank the senator 
from Pennsylvania for that precious little Florida 
document.) When I read this paper to the senate, 
1 inteaded in what I said of it to be very cautious 
and very inodest. I said that I knew but little about 
the matter, and spoke only (roin. the document in 
my hand, which appeared, in point of form, to be 
authentic. I had heared there was proof to show 
that it was so. Now, I ask, is there no extrava- 
gance in such an arrangement as this? If it was 
wasteful to bring a corps of inen all the way fiom 
Missouri, they at least were to do some fighting— 
were to perform some service; but what can be the 
economy of employing and paying a body of “sx 
DENTARY mililia"—(men who were to do nothing, 
but *sedulously?* to remain at hnme, and there “se- 
dulousty” attend to their own private concerns? 

“Head quarters, Florida brigade, 
Newnansville, Dec. 4, 1840, 

“The troops of the sedentary infantry service, of 
which captain Broer’s company is an integral por- 
tion, shall not at any time be ordered on active duty; 
nor will it ever ocenr, during their tern of Service, 
that they shall be ordered to march a greater dis- 
tance than twenty miles beyond tlie head quarters 
of their respective cotnpauies. They will be di- 
rected to remain at their usual place of abode, and 
expected to engage sedulously in the puisuit of their 
usual occupations. 

“LEIGH READ, brig. gen. Florida brig, 

“Capt. Broer, Muadurin.” 

This, { confess, is to me something quite new in 
the military way; a little out of the ordinary course 
of tactics; a quite modern and original system of 
military operations, 
tiad been publicly charged in th 
ing a farge body of troops. witliout auy shadow of 
authority from congress. This was the first order { 
saw; and I did not know whether it waa intended 
to apply to federal troops or not. f thought it was a 
Floiida contrivance to get a little of Uncle Satn’s 
money. I now know the whole case, and 1 call the 
attention of the senate to the tacts, 

A bill passed the senate providing fora corps of 
1,000 inounted men, and went to the other house: 
the house added 500 more, but the bill thus amend- 
ed was never reached: congress therefore passed no 


e papers wilh rais- 


I said that the secretary of war | 


able geutleman, was it ever intended by con 
‘that the citizens of Florida should be butehere 
| with their helpless wives and children by the sa 
vage foe? Ce 


we omitted to provide the necessary means of de- 


was the secretary authorised to assume that if con- 
gress failed to do its duty in the case, therefore the 
executive was the residuary legatee of all fegisla- 
| tive powers, and was empowered to do all that con- 
gress should have done, but omitted to do? This is 
[strange doctrine. Congress had the subject before 
them, and failed to pass, or did not pass, any law in 
regard to it: they refused to raise the fifteen bun- 
dred taounted men which had been proposed: but 
no sooner was this fact. known, and the session of 
| congress at an end, than, in the exercise of the new 
executive logic, the executive, of itsown mere mo- 
lion and authority, proceeded to raise a little execu- 
jlive army! It undertook to argue the question of 
; the intentiona of congress, and forthwith to suppy 
the want of a law by a naked asumption of power, 

H that is to be the course of this government, 
' why not adjourn congress at once, sine die, and leave 
tlie executive to infer what its intentions must have 
been, and what laws it would have passed, and there- 
upon to do the whole business himsell? But no. The 


rtainly that never was the intention | read one of them through. 
or desire of any senator here: but whether or not, if| familar with the details of tl 


fence, it was great negligence on cur part. Bnt|as the senator has said “I did not introduce it." 


execulive can gather no power trom our negligence. | 


Our refusal to raise these troops was a negative on 
raising them. The executive had no power to em- 
body any such corps. But the corps was raised, 
aud you have got to pay them, and here is the order 
of tlie general. which prescribes the service they 
were to perform, namely, to stay at home and sedu- 
lously to mind their own business. The troops were 
not raised by Florida, they were paid as federal 
troops. The secretary authorised the raising of one 
thousand mounted men and five hundred infantry; 
true, he did not succeed in getting all the men, but 
if he had got the full complement you must have 
paid them. Now, I ask, in all candog, whether this 
is no extravagance, to pay men for staying at home? 
Troops are usually raised for the purposes of war; 
but these “sedentary” forees were, if seems, pro- 
vided for the peaceful oceupations of hoeing corn 
and feeding pigs; and we have heard great exulta- 
tion that the snccess of their inilitary operations in 
corn and bacon had a great effect in redncing the 
price of those articles to Uncle Sam. Whoever 
heard before of such an achievement, whether by 
|geueral Read, or any other general? (a laugh.] 
What a triumph, what a victory, to increase the 
quantity of eatables! [ am soriy to cast the slightest 
shade over snch glory; but is there not some little 
doubt as to the truth of the account? It 
| July when the corps was raised; what sort of a cro 
of corn could these men have raised by their “se- 
sedulous” diligence? They musthave raised more 
thrifty hogs than even Mr. 
tame in that way we have 
jhave been able to reduce the ptice of bacon I 
doubt if it will not be found that these glorious 
achieveinents of our federal troops against the hostile 
Indians in reducing the price of corn and hogs are 
hot somewhat apocryphal. They may have been 
| very meritorious "sedeufary" militia; they may 
have pursued their labors inost “sedulously,’? and 
may never, during the whale campaign, have march- 
ed a Sabbath day's journey from home, And hasit 
jcome to this? The senator from South Carolinia 
(Mr. CALHOUN) is very much oppose to tlie erec- 
tion of an agricultural department; as soon as such 
à thiug was proposed, we tool the alarin; Í for one. 
But here the secretary of war, stepping strangely 
| beyond his sphere, has established and agricultural 
military colony in Florida! My triend says it has 
| Prove abundaotly useful in reducing the price of 
coin; if so, may not the secretary establish similar 
| colonies in all the territories? Call thein**sedentary 
militia," and so at once bring therm under the autho- 
rity of his departinent. 


lieard great accounts), te 


ho extravagance to pay men as soldiers for stayiog 
at home? The gentleman says he is not familar 
with the facts of the case; neither am I; but I will 
read to the senale a slioit. extract. foma puhlie 
journal published in that part of the country. [Here 
Mr. C quoted trom a paper published at St. Augus- 
j tine.J 
This looks as if the pay of these sedentary heroes 
was a little more than seven dollars a month. 
| pay is here stated at. eighteen, 
mouth, lor sedufously remaining at 
| will go no farther. 1 say that the charge of ex- 
travagance las not been salistactorily answered. 
| The senator threw us oùt a proud challenge, and I 
have met it. r 
| euments to fin 


home! 


d these things. The mere bulk of a 


But the honorable senator | 
says there is no extravagance in all this, No? Is itl 


l have not rummaged among the do- | 


Ellsworth, (of whose | plies, w 


I 
I 
| 


, um on his administration, for which, ulti 
s The} 
Eighteen dollars a | 


message, now-a-days, and the mass of a 
hich it is gene- 


I had almost rather pay donble taxes than 
I do not profess to be 
he cases I have referred 
to. And, in relation to the whofe subject, I can say, 
I 
never will be the first to introduce such topics here. 
Inever have been. We have heard sneer after 
sneer from the other side about log cabins and coon 
skins, (not, I admit, from the senator from Penn- 
sylvania), but from high sources in this house—they 
have degraded the symbols adopted by the people 
to express their own preferences, and have told us 
that that overwhelming majority of the nation which 
has put general Harrison into power are a mass 
without principles, and have no design but to tear 
| down this capitol, and replace it by alog cabin; they 
| have attributed our votes to foreign influence and 
actual bribery; and that is the way in which thia 
subject came to be introduced into the present de- 
bate. [ dió not bring it into the senate; I never 
should have done so; it is not my temper; l am rea- 
dy to deprecate the least asperity of feeling—my 
temper is quiet—I bad rather, at any time, pour oil 
on the turbid waters of party confention, than to 
augineut the tempest, There never has been a time 
during alf our strifes when there were not in the 
ranks of my political opponents men the dearest to 
me by ties of friendship aud alfection. Through- 
out the whole of the recent contest, and even in the 
hour of vietory and triumph, I have felt the wish in 
my heart that it could have been won without in- 
flicting one pang on the bosom of any man. For in 
civil war victory itself is scarce worth the tears 
which it has shed. I wish I could have viewed the 
great controversy through which we have passed 
without the inixture of any personal coosideration 
in any way connected with it. I rejoice, it is true, 
in the victory; I rejoice that the people have reco- 
vered the control of their own government; I rejoice, 
| but not as over those who have been driven from 
power; 1 rejoice for the conntry and for the coun- 
| try’s sake alone. 

Mr. BucHANAN. I consider this a proud day for 
the expiring administration. It isa spectacle for 
the world to wonder at—that, alter the expenditure 
of one hundred and thirty millions of dollars in four 
years, we have, from the able and intelligent sena- 
tor from Kentucky, an enumeration of just tour items 
of extravagance!” Did the world ever behold a na- 
tion in which such a scene could be exlibited? Look 
at the contrast t presents to the corrupt administra- 
tion of the governments of Europe. Bebold the 
abuses of the Van Buren administration! After ex- 


pose. 


was after | pending one hundred and thirty millions of public 
p| money in four years, its offences consists in this: It 


transported three hundred troops from Missouri to 
Florida; it collected half a million’s worth of sup- 
hich were not needed in consequence of the 
disbanding of an army, it established a body of two 
| hundred and fifty stationary militia in Florida, and 
| erected two brauch inints at Charlotte and Dahlone- 
|ga. That is the whole charge. After having had it 
in their power to spend public money in every part 
of the union, this is the formidable account of its ex- 
travagance! We pnt forth this challenge in May 
last—i! was not then met. At this late hour the 
challenge is taken up, and behold the result 
Here we have the whole. The working of the 
system of republican government is truly admi- 
rable, no ad«ainistratipn can squander the people's 
tooney without certain detection; it is impossible; 
they could not if they would; and they would not it 
they could, Its own interest forbids the folly, and 
the ind:gnant voice of the public condemnation stands 
up in terrorem to deter fiom the crime. 

I do not impute to the senator from Kentucky in- 
tentional unfairness in the charges he has preferred, 
or the argument he has made; but he said that the 
effect cf my position woulil be, that no president can 
ever be responsible for official extravagance in his 
own person, or by those under liis authority. Hea- 
ven forbid that any such doetrine should be held by 
me; far, very far from it. The station of a chief 
magistrate of this nnion is responsible in the highest 
degree Itis the highest station upon earth, and 
its responsibility is proportionate to its dignity, Not 
only is he respousihle for his own conduct; but that 
ot his sahordinates, if etiminat or un wise, brings odi- 
mately, he 
is, in public opinion, held responsible. I never have 
denied the priuciple. 

But on this ground I take up the triumphant re- 
port of the secretary of the treasury, a report whieh 
cannot fairly be met or overturned. I said that tha 
ordinary expenditures of government, during Mr, 
Van Buren’s administration, have been bat thirteen 


millions of dollars. Has any complaint been ad- 
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vanced against them? And how is the executive to 
blame for those which have exceeded this amount? 
The senator says they were based on executive es 

timates? Well, and what are executive estimates? 
Are they not calenlations of what will be the ex- 
pense of measures provided for by law? It is the 
duty of the executive to go through the statutes; to 
discover what the law has enjoined to be done, and 
to estimate the expense of doing it. He is guided 
by the existing laws; and while he keeps himself 
Within these hmits, he incurs no responsibility what- 
éver—he stands upon the law of the land. He is 
but the executive officer, and, through his secretary, 
he states to congress the sums which will be requir- 

ed to carry those laws into effect. It isan establish- 
ed principle that no appropriation bill repeals an 

existing law; and how is the president responsible | 
for estimating the expense of doing that which the 

legislature has commanded to be done? There is a! 
class of cases in which the executive is justly re- 

sponsible; it is where he makes unwise recommen- 

dations as to how money shall be expended. And 

he is responsible lor the expenses which his party 

advocated and carry in the legislature. Here he 

shares the responsibility with congress, on whom, 

ultimately, the great burden of the responsibilities of 
government must lie. 

There is vne other class of cases where the pre- | 
sident is peculiarly answerable; and that is, when 
sums are appropriated in gross toward a given ob- 
ject, and it 1s impossible to designate the exaet 
amount of money to be used. Here he is responsi- 
ble for having the object effected in the cheapest 
maoner possible, consistent with its being properly 
and well done. I iuliy admit the presidents re- 
sponsibility 1n all cases of this kind; and, with that 
admission, I have taken up the book giving a de- 
tailed account of the expenditure of 130 millions, 
presented it with all its details, and have challenged 
gentleraen to point to a single item which the coun- 
try could safely have dispensed with. The senator 
said he did not complain of the objects of expendi- 
ture. No; he did not; and he eonld not. There is 
not one of them, from first to last, which could have 
been avoided with a due regard to the great inter- 
ests of the country. All expenses have been cur- 
tailed which could be curtailed. 

And now I have but a word to say as to the four 
items of the senator’s bill of indictment. I shall 
not attempt to follow that honorable gentleman in 
his fine displays of wit. If I had the power to do 
so, this is nota fitting occasion. The government 
brought 200 men {row Missouri, instead of taking 
them from Georgia or Alabama! Why, the secre- 
tary of war way possibiy have judged unwisely; 
but it he was oustaken in Supposing that the hun- 
ters and trappers of western. Missouri were more 
experienced 1u Indian warfare, an'l therefore fitter 
for the Florida service, is that a serions charge 
against Mr. Van Buren's administration? Is it to 
be condemned on account of the difference of ex- 
pense in the transportation of the men? Uniortu- | 
nately, the horses were lost in a storm. Was it 
Mr. Van Buren’s fault that the winds blew? The 
whole measure may have been an error in judg- 
ment; but what higher compliment could been have 
paid to the government than the selection of such a 
charge against it? 

As to the provisions in the Creek country, we all 
know that at that time there was not only danger of 
a war, but that an actual state of incipient war had 
cotwomenced, I believe, thongh I am not sure, that 
blood had been shed. The whole southern country 
was in commotion; the people were terrified, dread- 
ing the horrors of a savage ontbreak. Was it not 
the duty of the administration, in such a state of 
things, to collect troops? And, if they collected 
troops, must they not collect provisions to feed 
them? ] will ask my lriend to say whether, if the 
department had embodied a large mass of armed 
men, and had neglecled to provide a depot of pro- 
visions for their sustenance, the administration 
might not have justly been attacked on the score of 
improvidence? 1t would have beena crime against 
the people of the states where the Indians were si- 
fuated, It became absolutely, indispensably, and 
immediately necessary to collect provisions. , And 
now, if, by the overruling eare of a wise and indul- 
gent Providence, we were saved from the occur- 
rence of another Indian war in addition to that in 
Florida, who is to blame? I think that, instead of 
quarrelling with the government for providing food 
for the arwy, we shonld rather be thankful that the 
horrors of a savaze war were avoided, and the pro- 
visions no longer rendered necessary. I shrink 
from no responsibility on this point. General Scott 
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t 
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session, and omitt 
the territory, wha 
not devolve on the 
ont the militia to defend it? 
needed, was the secretar 
ont? 
state of things rendered it neces 
tified in doing so. 

do so by law, and it 


authorities of Florida. 


his arms, and left Florida bl 
said, “I know that the wo 
rida are exposed to the rifle 
but congress has refused m 
I will not call ont the mi 
sponsibility an congress 
am innocent?” 
not. There is not a man in America that would 
not have recoiled irom snch language. Yet, with 
all the senators well known ingeuuity and elo- 
quence, what is he driven to? He is obliged to read 
a foolish paper to raise a laugh. 

duce a sneer in the senate at the 
mihtia receiving 


veu forbid that the time shall ever 


please, should, nezlecting to do t 
the senate of the United States the poor liltle ma- 


senator remember that divine injunction, “Do unto 
others as ye would that they should do unto yon." 
How would you like it, should we, on such antho- 
rity, attack your administration? 
under our owr hand. 


THE PRE-EMPTION BILL. 


sions but that they should be sold? If it be true 
that the sale was an nnfair one; if the agents of go- 
vernment at one time said that nothing should be 
received in payment but gold and silver, and then, 
when they had got the provisions in their own pos- 
session, took other funds in payment, every man 
concerned in tlie transaction ought at once to be 
dismissed the service. I have heard it said that the 
provisions were partially damaged; and I hope, for 
the honor of those concerned, that it was true, I 
know it to bea fact that John Ross, the Indian 
chief, who undertook to remove his tribe, would 
not take the provisions at any price, though they 
were just such as he wonld shortly need. Tfany 
officer of the United States conducted himself as 
has been charged by the senator fiom Kentucky, let 
him he instantly dismissed. I admit that Mr. Van 
Buren was in a degree responsible for the loss which 
accrued ta the treasury from this transaction; but I 
say again, happy is the administration against which 
no heavier aceusation can be proven. 

And now, as to the Florida war, and the pay of | 
the roilitia there, When congress had closed its 
ed to provide for the defence of | 
t was the consequence? Dud it 
executive, under the law, to call 
Ifa militia force was 
y prohibited from calling it 
true. It was his duty; the 
sary. He was jus- 
Congress had authorised tim to 
did not repeal the law. 

[Mr. CRITTENDEN. Were not the officers ap- | 
pointed by the Umted States?] 


I takeit for granted they were not. I believe 
hat they weie militia officers, appointed hy the 
What else could the seere- 
ary have done? What would the senator from Ken- 
ucky hunsell have done? Would he have folded 
eeding? Would he have 
men and children of Flo- 
and knife of the savage, 
ethe troops I asked for; 
litia, I will leave the re- 
; Florida may bleed, but 1 
No; oh, no; no; I know lie. would 


No; the reverse is 


[ 
j 


He seeks to pro- 
thought of these 
pay atthe cost of Uncle Sam! But 
he senator is mistaken as to their receiving $13 a 
nouth. My inlormation is far otherwise; and bea- | 
come when sena- 
ors, who can at any time make a Searching call on 
he departments and get all the details when they 
his, bring here into 


icious slanders of a newspaper! Let the honorable 


Prove us guilly 
You have the power to call 
or all the papers; bring them out and then prove us 


guilty, and you will have effected something; but 
do not try ns on newspaper evidence. 
all, it turns out that this amazing corps of troops 
amounted to but two hundred and fifty men. But 
the senator attempts to get one laugh against us by 
saving that these militia could not have raised a 
crop of corn since the month of July, and he sue- 
ceei!s in raising a laugh at our expense. Did I not 
tell hun that tiis force had been organized by the 
people of Florida while we were sitting here de- 
baung on the law to authorise it? 
the spot, who are likely to know something about | 


And, alter 


The people an 


their own sitnation, believed this measure to be the | 
wisest and the best that could be adopted; and 


knowing, as the secretary did, that in the end we 


must pay for it, he took upon him to order it out 


and to pay the inen; and the benelicial consequences 
will be shown to the senate if ever the papers are | 
called for. 


The administration is about to expire, and these 
are all the items of indictment against it: but no; 


j his own wit and humor, 


| expenditure—and then let them write 


tive and executive power? 
grave charge, and tells us about millstones and mil- 
ler's pay, and all that, When, il the president had 
closed the doors of these mints, he would tlave de- 
served impeachment. I was glad to find that the 
senator from North Carolina on my right (Mr. 
Mangum) takes the same view of the iuuiility of 
these establishments which I do; that is the proper 
source irom which should proceed the proposition 
ta put an end to them; and, notwithstanding the fine 
prospect of gold in Georgia, I am ready to £o heart 
and hand with him for a repeal of the law. But 
how the present administration is chargeable for the 
existence of these mints, which were erected before 
it came into being, nothing, I am sure, bnt the in- 
genuily of the senator from Kentucky can ever 
show. He indeed, trom the abundant fountains of 
can turn the most serions 
matters into ridicule. Let him do so; he may raise 
a laugh here, but he never can blot from theremem- 
brance of the American people that, at the close of 
president Van Buren’s administration, all that could 


be raked up against it was these four items at petty 
aeensation, 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


The senator makes a 


The honorable senator still 
persists in assuming that the particulars I happened 
to recollect at the time of his challenge are all which 
ean be adduced against the retiring administration. 
I never said that these were all. I never dreamed 
of sucha thing. On the contrary, I expressly told 
hiin that accusations might be brought forward in 
wultitudes, and such as conld not be answered. T 
could give the senator a dozen now. But, as I said, 
l have no desire to attack the senator or his Triends 
and I addnced these only because he dared me to 
put my finger on a single item. I think I have 
made good every charge; as I might fifty more — 
But of what account are specifications? Let the 
“happy” administration which has none but these 
charges against it go belore the people; let them 
hold up their broad shield with their 130 millions of 
“economy” 
— above and beneath, and 
all around it, and see who then will call for items. 
At that bar let them answer. Let thein show there 
the great amount of good they have done with this 
money. Let them show tfie Indian nations they 
have conquered: the territory they have acquired: 
the noble works of fortification they have erected; 
the increase ol the navy they have effected. The 
people, the people, they are the praper and the only 
ultimate judges. Let them go there and plead— 
“oh, this is but a small matter’—«that itera isa 
trifle’—<dor this there was law%—*for that the 
president is not responsible.” Happy, happy ad- 
ministration, whose items of offence are so small, 
and whose advocates are so great. 

Mr.CarHovN. lt is due to the sentiments I 
have always expressed here tosay that L agree with 
the honorable senator from Kentucky that there are 
extiavagances in the expenditures of this govern- 
ment whieh need to be corrected; aud I shall bald 
the coming administration bound to correct them; 
(and common report says that the honorable gentle- 
man is hiiosell'to be one of that administration) — 
lf he and his associates contribute to reduce the 
pnblie expenditures, they will do much to gain tlie 
public confidence. Further: I will say that [ hold 
all parties responsible for the whole expenditure: 
gentlemen in both houses of congress and all others 
concerned, 

Economy should be made a party question; it is 
a republican principle, and among the highest of 
them. I mean to hold the coming adioinistration 
to this principle, as well asallother administrations, 
There are duties in relerence to this snbject which 
devolve upon the opposition also. It there has been 
blame, I tear that a full share of it belongs to both 
sides. Large masses of the expenditure have been 
as mucl sanctioned by the opposition as by any 
body. I hol it the peculiar duty of an opposition 
to hold tliose in poser to the obligatian of econo- 
my. What bas been the cause of our extravagance? 
There has been a cause—a powerful canse. There 
have been arguinents in the senate in favor of lay- 
ing duties, not lor revenue, bat for the avowed ob- 
ject of putting money in the treasury in the form of 
bank paper—a form the most dangerous that ean 
possibly be caneeived, when there were millions 


“economy”—“economy”. 


these are not all. The mints—the branch mints. 
Well; these establishments still exist; and the pre- 
sident is to. be indicted, I suppose, because he did 
uot abolish them. How could he? What power 
has he to do it? How could he repeal the law? How 
conid he refuse to execute the law congress has en- 
acted? Had he attempted to do this, he would have 


and millions in the treasury already. This money 
has been spent with an extravagance such as never 
was witnessed in any government under the sun. I 
will give due credit to the late administration.— 
They have done a great deal to bring down this 
habit of extravaganee. To bring it down all at 
once is as diffieult and as dangerous as it wonld be 


faithluily peiformed bis duty. I never will attempt | been guilty of an offence against the laws, and of a to bring down the revenue all at once. Both mnst 


to shuifle olf the government's responsibility upon 
him. 

Bat, the Indians having been Temoved, what or- 
der could have been given respecting these provi- 


stretch of prerogative. Then he might with justice 
have been condemned for an attempt to usurp legis- 
lative power, and he would, in fact, have become a 
tyraut; for what is tyranny but the union of legisla- 


be done gradually—slowly. I trust in God there 
may come an administration which will do this. 

Mr. C. then yielded the floor for a mution to ad- 
journ. 
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CHRONICLE. 

AwTiGUA. Nearly one quarter part of the tawn. of 
Antena was destroyed by fire on the Sih ult. including 
the custom house. The damage was estimated at about 
$300,000. 


Carr. Bancray, the celebrated English pedestrian, 
came passenger in the Britannia. 


BURGLARS ARRESTED. The celebrated Hawk Eye, alias 
Thompson, the suppased leader of the gang of robbers 
who have been perpetrating their robberies and burgla- 
ries in Boston, New York and Philadelphia, within 
some months past, has been arrested in Montreal, by 
captain Cowes, of ihe Montreal police, and will be sent 
to Boston for trial, Six others of the gang, West, Fish- 
er, Brittain, Smith and Talford, have also been taken 
inte custody. 

Caxar TRADE. The Cleveland Herald of the 4th inst. 
says: “This morning the steamboat Wiskonsan arrtv- 
ed with 51 paekages of goods consigued to M. D. Scott, 
destined for Cincinnati and Loaisville,the first that have 
been received this season from New York via Erie ca- 
nal. 


Crors. The Germantown Telegraph says: "The 
cropa of wheat and rye in this and the adjoining coun- 
ties, never, we believe looked better at this season of 
the year, than they do at the present time.” 


Corton crop. The Charleston Mercury observes: 
“As we anticipated, we learn that the raw and gusty 
weather, we reported last week has done serious injury 
tothe Sea Island crops, and replantiag has become 
very generally necessary. On John's Island, and near 
this way, where with a elay internuxture the soil is more 


tenacious, the injury has been less and exposed points 
alane require planting over, but on the island farther 
south, about Beaufort and between there and Sayan- 
nah, where the soil is very light, the soil of entire helds 
took wing, the young cotton was swept from the ground 
and there muat be replanting altogether.” 


LIVERPOOL COTTON MARKET. April 17. In the early 
part of the week there was an improved demand for 
cotton from the trade, on the prospect of the China bu- 
siness being soon settled, and an advance of 3d. per Ib. 
was, in many instances obtained, in the current. quali- 
ties of American; but during the lust few days the de- 
mand has been very limited, and the week closes hea- 
vily without change from the last weeks quotations.— 
Sea Island is freely offered at declining priees. 

The sales uf the week amaunt to 26,260 bales, includ- 
ing 1.500 American on speculation, and 3,200 Ameri- 
ean for export. Sales130 Sea Island 15a20d. 40 stain- 
ed do. llal1:d. 7,370 Uplands 61a7;d. 5,200 Mobile, 
&e. 62aT:d. 9,850 New Orleans 6a8id. 


DaMaers. Some time last year we published a letter 
from Montreal, announcing the elopement of Mrs. 
Harris, wite of captain Harris, 24th regiment, with E. 
D. David, esq. of Montreal, barrister, and major in the 


menced by capt: Harris against Mr. David was tried in 
Manireal, and resulted in a verdict for thisty thousand 
dollars damages. LN. Y. Com. Adv. 


Deatns during the last week—at New York 152, of 
which 3 were with small pos; at. Philudelphia 139, of 
which 23 by consumption and 59 were undertwo years 
of age; at Baltimore 31, of which 11 were under the age 
of one year, 4 free colored, 1 slave. 

At Washington, D. C. only 22 deatlis are reported to 
the board of health during the month of An 


Dr. T. W. Dvorr, who has been confined for about 
two years at Cherry Hil prison, has been pardoned by 
governor Porter. 


Favny ErssrER according to the English journals ia 
36 years of age, and has a son 18 years old. 


ExicnaNTS. Letters irom Amsterdam and Havre 
announce a very large emigration from the European 
continent te the United States during the coming year. 
A late Liverpool paper saya that thirty vessels ore in 
the London St. Catherine docks, fitting out to convey 
emigrants to Syducy, New York, Canada and New 
Zealand. In Scotland, too, there is a great move 
among the people. The accounts state that sume of 
the most respectable of the middle class of farmers and 
many manufacturers residing in the neighborhood of 
Glasgow, are about to try their furtunesin the United 
States, 

‘The number of emigrants that arrived at the port of 
New York alone, in 1840, was over sizty thousand.— 
The namber for this year thus far is not equal to the 
arrivals for the corresponding period of 1540, 


EXCHANGE. N. York on England 1238; on France 
5[271223]. Domestic exchange as at last quotations. 


, Fires. New York suffered by a fire on the morn- 
ing of the 6th inst. which originated at No. 146 Pearl 
street, and destroyed property in the vicinity to the 
value of $355,000, of which $253,000 was insured. 

At Dristul, on the 5th inst. property was destroyed to 
the amouat of $3,000, $ 

At Charleston, 5. C. on the morning of the 3d inst. 
on Magweod's South wharf, a three story brick 
warehouse, containing between 800 and 1,000 bales of 
cotton, the greater part of which together with the 
warehouse, waa deatroyed. Tlie warehouse not insur- 
ed. The cotton ia insured. 

At St. Louia, Mo. on the night of the 2d inst. tlie 


place, originated at the corner of Main and Market 
streets, in the store kept by John Thorburn. from 
which it extended in both directions, destroying a num- 
ber of buildings and a vast amount of goods in. store, 
and including the sub-treasury building. It was not 
ascertained how the fire originated. 


Frovr at Boston $4 87a$5; New York $4 75285; 
Philadelphia $4 44a4 50; Baltimore 94 25a4 37. The 
inspections of the last week in Balumore consisted of 
11,371 bbls. wheat, 251 of rye flour, 77 hhds. and 80 
bbls. corn meal. At Richmond $4 50a; Charleston 
$5 31a5 50; New Orleans $4 23. 


Hone Kone, the island ceded to England by China 
in the late treaty.is situated in latitude 22 15 N. and lon. 
114 15 E. and is half the size of Kent Island, in the 
Chesapeake bay. 


INDIANA ELECTION. The Cincinnati Republican of 
the €th instant says: We learn by private letters that 
the whigs have carried every district in the state, ex- 
cept the fifth. — In this, (Rariden's) although it is the 
strongest whig district in the state, and gave gen. Har- 
rison a majority of 4,622 last October, by a most mise- 
rable policy the whigs run three candidates; and at the 
last moment a Van Buren eandidate was started, and 
sueceeded, as a plurality elects in this state. The last 
congress stood 2 whigs, 5 Van Buren—the next one will 
stand 6 whigs, | Van Buren. 


Cor. R. M. Jonnson, ex-vice president, is announced 
as a candidate to represent Scott county, Kentucky, in 
the state legislature. 


LETTERS By THE STEAM SHIP, The Britannia bronght 
about 11,000 letters in her mail. Passengers taking let- 
ters to England are liable to a penalty ot £5, and whoe- 
ver receives it is liable to one of £20. An English gen- 
tleman was recently lined £50, for his evasion of the 
post office laws. All letters must be put in the mail 
bags. 


MITCHELL THE FORGER. A letter received from one 
of the police officers, who went in pursuit of the honor- 
able absquatulator, dated Montreal, May 6, 1841, states 
that he has “positively arrested Mitchell, has him now 
in custody, and is about to start for New York, with 
him in charge.” 

A letter irom Bowyer, the New York police officer 
says: 

^ Veni— Vidi—Vicimus (a little alteration)—1 have at 
length secured the honorable M. C. and much pleased 
Iam but blush to say that he is an American. He 
didn't attempt to. use his contingent frienda, but tried 
hard to escape. 1 am much indebted to the untiring 
vigilance of Alexander Comeau, captain of police, 
and two of his officers, for his arrest. He had been 
concealed for a week at Point au Tremble, about ten 
miles from here, and on attempting to arrest him he 
leaped from the garret window, and made for the river 


St. Lawrence. Finding himself pursued, he plunged 
Montreal cavalry. On the 6th inst. the action com- | E : ERE 


in when one of the officers told him to stop or he would 
fire. He then took fram his bosom a package of mo- 
ney.containing $2,700, and said "there is the last"— 
threw itout in the stream, and said ‘‘fire—I am now 
ready to die." Atthis moment a companion of his, he- 


fore he could be prevented, shoved off a canoe to him, in 
which he got, and made for an island in the river; but 
soon after he was captured, and brought. Heis now safe 
under bolts and bars, awaiting the requisition of our go- 
vernor, which I hope I will soon receive. as I am anx- 
ious to get home with him. When I do, I will give you 
further particulars. 

Ihave been treated in the kindest manner by the 
attorney general, Charles R. Ogden, who has rendered 
me every assistance in his power, I muststop, for I am 
most gone." 


MONEY MAREKET. London, April1tth. The English 
funds have improved during the week; and atone lime 
yesterday the quotations were $ per cent. above thase 
of last Saturday. The market opened firmly this morn- 
ing, and consols for money were done at 907; but a 
reaction has since occured, and a sale of hank notes 
was made during the day at 90. Again, however, the 
market has reeovercd, and other English funds have 
improved in the same degree as consols. 

Exchequer bills 15s. 13s. premium, India bonds 2s. 
remium. The new three and a half per cents. 993 to 4. 
ank stock has been steady at 172 to 132; and India 

stock at 255, 

“The share market is firm, but the transactions limit- 
ed. Great Western 15; Birmingham 69 to 693, and 
York and North Midland 30 premium. Brighton 
shares are 2} discount; Colonial bani sharea bring 10 
premmm?” 

Notes of the U. S. bank of Pa. are selling at 15 per 
cent. discount in Philadelphia. 

Newsrarers. In the state of Michigan, JS years 
ago, there was but one newspaper. Now there are 35, 
two of which are published daily. Ia. 1839 the num- 
hor of newspapers in the United. States was stated as 
ollows: 


9 


New England stutes, 267 
Middle, 566 
Southern, 294 
Western, 423 


. M. M. Noam, esq. late editor of the N. York Star, 
is pened judge of the court of sessions, N. York, 
und his appointment is confirmed by the unanimous 


vote of the senate. Wha would huve dreamed of tho 


moat deatructive fire that has ever occurred in that | factious editor turning judge? 
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Rain. Our readers are no doubt aware that we 
have had considerable rain this spring. The following 
comparative statement of the quantity that. has fallen 
during the months of January, February, March and 
April, for a few years back, has been handed to us: 
1837, 11,098 inches; 1833, 11.300 do.; 1839, 11,738 do.; 
1810, 14.885 do.; 1541, 22,494 do. — [Pennsylvunian. 


SrrAxsHiPS. The President. The anxiety which 
is felt for the fate of this ship, which left N. York on 
the 11th March and has not since been heard of, in- 
dee us to register the names of the passengers on 

oard: 

P. C. Pfeffel, of N. York; A. R. Warburg, N. York; 
lieutenant F. Lenox and Mr. Courtney, British army; 
Tyrone Power and servant, England; C. A. D. Meise- 
gares, Philadelphia; S. Mails, N. York: C. L. Cadet, 
Buenos Ayres; T. Palmer, Baltimore; Dr. M. Torner, 
Cuba: T. Blanehor, Cuba; John Fraser, N. York; A. 
Van Lohe,jr. Amsterdam; A. L. Byrne, Londen; — 
Thorndike, N. York; W. W. Martin, England; E. B. 
Howell and friend, N. York; A. Livingston, N. York; 
rev. G. G. Cookman, Washington city; D. Deuchar, 
Scotland; B. Morris and child; E. Berry; J. C. Ro- 
berts, N. York; J. Leo Wolfe, wile and child; mas- 
ter Mohring.—Total 27, and two children. 

The steamer Clarion, using Ericson's propellers, ar- 
rived at Havana on the 23d ult.in eight daya and a 
half from New York. 

Cunard's line of Atlantic steamers is to have addi- 
tional vessels, so that one will leave England every 
week, and every alternate one to touch at New York. 

The New York Commercial states the building of an 
American line of steamships to run between N. York 
and Liverpool has been fully determined upon, and 
that contracts for two of them have already been sign- 
ed, the models completed, and the timber procured. 
They are expected to be finished in eighteen month, 
when the keels of two more will be Jaid down. 

First steamboat arrival at Chicago. The Great West- 
ern, capt. Walker, arrived at Chicago April 26th. 


Srocrs. U.S. bank shares sold at New York on 
the Sth inst. at 17 3-4 a 18; Indiana 8's at 59; Cincin- 
nati 6's at 83; Vicksburg bank C. & P. at 5 1-2 Wil- 
mington 6's at 88. 


STRAWBERRIES. Charleston, May T. We were yes- 
terday presented. with a small bashet of this delicious 
fruit, which, lor size and flavor, we have never seen 
surpassed. They were from the garden of Jonathan 
Lucas, eg and their fine appearance and luscious 
qualities show that a little care and attention in culti- 
vation 1eturns a rich reward. [Courier. 


TEA TRADE. London, April12. The tea trade has 
received a severe shock by the intelligence brought to 
hand siace this day week from China, and the expec- 
tation that priees may yet go lower has temporarily 
checked the consumption in the country. The delive- 
ries in London last week having fallen off to 380,000 Ib. 
or upwards of 30,000 |b. less than they were in the pre- 
ceding week, and 140,000 Ib. below the quantity taken 
in the first week of March last. Privately there is 
scarcely any business doing, even at the decline in com- 
pany’s Congou to Js. 4d. per lb., but the public sales 
to-morrow will probably establish some certain rates. 

April 13. The market continues dull, without alte- 
ration in. prices. 

April 17. Tea sales have been firm and promising. 
Company's Congou fetched 1s. 6d. to 1s. 53d. per lb. 
cash. The deliveries continue large, and itis presum- 
ed that the present fallin price will still further aug- 
ment consumption. 


Toxacco. Notwithstanding the large amount brought 
ta market, prices are fully sustained, and the demand 
is equal to the supply. The inspections of last week in 
Baltimore consisted of 1,308 hhds.—1,039 Maryland: 
143 Ohio; 52 Kentucky; 20 Virginia aud 4 Tennessee. 

The 31. Louis New Era states that the export of to- 
bacco from the state of Missouri this year will amount 
to 9,000 hhds. which is estimated at about $720,000. 


May wEATHER. We have bad cool weather and 
rain almost every day since the month came in. There 
was a snow storm at Albany on Sunday last. On Mon- 
day it commenced snowing at Boston at 1 o'clock and 
cuntinued through the night. 

A letter dated Langdon, N. H. May 3d, states that 
snow fell the night previous from 6 to 30 inches deep. 

At Grafton, Ransseler county, snow feil to the depth 
of eighteen inches a few nights since. . 

From Maine, a correspondent of the Kennebec Jour- 
nal, “up among the mountains,” writes that for live 
months the only chance he has had to see the ground 
was by going down tlie cellar with a light. 

At Quebec, on. the 5th inst. snow was yet lying so 
deep that many sleighs continued to come to market, 

The Richtinond Whig says that on Sunday last the 
Blue Ridge was covered Wilh snow. On Monday 
morning, (here was a heavy frost, which, itis appre- 
hended, has seriously injured the fruit, if not destrayed 
it entirely. 

The Charleston Patriot of the 30th ult. says—We are 
now on the eve of May and the temperature is that of 
March. Fires are coinfürtable, and the cold state of 
the carth and atmosphere will, we fear, seriously retard 
the growth of the erops. 


 Waeat. There is good reason says the Buffalo 
Commercial Advertiser and Journal, to believe that 
the export from Lake Erie of this great western staple 
will not fall below ten millions ar bushels during the 
present season. 
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CLES. 
COMPARATIVE REVENUE OF FRANCE AND ENG- 


FOREIGN ARTI 


LAND. A late number of the Paris Quotidienne 
contains the following (rom official returns. The 
stuns are in francs. England. France. 

Custoins 493,833,500 168,195,000 
Stamps of all kinds 165,897,550 225,150,200 
Excise in direct taxes 314,384,300 230,512,000 


Direct and assessed taxes 68,661,100 392,764,907 


Post office 11,025,000 15,188,000 
Crown lands 4,178,500 
Public instruction 4,165,500 
Various products 4,912,900 — 11,308,000 
Loans and repayments 29,113,000 


Extraordinary means 
Woods aud fisheries 


57,255,292 
34,577,632 


Total 1,118,600,000 1,184,523,365 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

The burning of the Caroline. "The London Times 
gives the following statement: 

Henry Dixon, a young man of color, and a native 
of Upper Canada, came befere sir John Cowan, 
bart, to ask his advice. 

The applicant stated on a previous day that he 
came to England from New York in December last, 
on board the British Queen, to endeavor to get a 
situation in this country, but had been ever since 
unsuecessful,and in consequence of ill health he 
had been compelled to pawn his clothes, and had 
speut all ihe money he had broughtaway with him, 
which was nearly sixty pounds; be therefore wished 
to know how he was to proceed to get his clothes, to 
work his passage back to his own conutry. He 
further stated that at the tiine of the late Canadian 
rebellion he was stewaid on board of one of the pas- 
sage boats that plied between Buffalo and the city 
ol Rochester, near the falls of Niagara, and finding 
the English were in want of troops he volunteered 
his services under colonel Kirby, and was chiefly 
employed in giving information of the movements 
of McKenzie andthe enemies, through which he 
got intioduced lo the notice of captain Paget. He 
had been formerly waiter at the Eagle tavern, Buf- 
falo, and had assisted in cutliug out the Caroline at 
Black Rock; and it was cluefly through his informa- 
tion that the vessel was burnt. 

On that occasion. Mr. Alderman Lucas advised 
him to get a certificate from (he owners of the Bri- 
tsh Queen of his good conduct, and to call again. 
Hein consequence brought a written certificate 
from the owners of the vessel, stating that lie had 
come over as a passenger, and had paid £11 for his 
passage. 

Sir John Cowan now asked him if he knew any 
one here who could give him a good character, as 
he thought it would be dangerous to go back to 
New York, as he had been in the secret service of 
the British government, to which he replied that he 
knew capt. Paget, at Chelsea hospital, and had just 
been to that gentleman, who said that if he had 
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known he was coming over io ihis c 
would have engaged him as a servant. 

SirJohn Cowan: What made you leave the ser- 
vice in Canada? Applicant: When the regular 
troops came, I was not wanted. My situation was 
worth fifty dollars a month before I enlisted. 

Sir John Cowan: Have you any friends out there? 
Applicant: My fatheris dead, and my mother like- 
wise. My father was a gunsmith, and was well 
known about Buffaln for 14 years. 

Sir John Cowan: Did you ever hear any thing 
abont col. McLeod being the person that fired the 


ountry he 


persons who cut her out of the ice at Black Rock 
harbor. 

Sir Jolm Cowan: Were any human beings on 
board when she was fired? Applicant: There were 
eight persons on board. One was Hemmings, the 
other captain Appleby, a third was a black man 
named Pony Johnson, but they all made their es- 
cape, except a lad, who was killed. 

Sir John Cowan: The American government says 
that several American citizens were killed. 

Applicant: They said so, but they could not give 
the name of any one killed. When the Caroline 
was boarded, it was an exceedingly dark night, and 
as the boarders got up on one side the crew went 
over the other, except Johnson whe was too drunk 


toleave the Caroline, and he begged for his life, 
which was gran!ed. 

Sir John Cowan: When were you to go away? 
Applicant: I intended to go on Saturday, in the 
Philadelphia. 

The alderman then asked Mr. Newman, the 
clerk, whether it would not be better to give the 
young man a letter of introduction to some one at 
the colonial office, for if he had served the govern- 
ment as he stated, the distressed condition to which 
he was reduced would, no doubt, be considered, of 
which plan Mr. Newman approved: but it was de- 
ferred for Mr. Alderman Lucas’s eonentrence. The 
poor fellow, (who was very intelligent and polite) 
then received a little reliel, and was about to leave 
the office, to await the result of further investiga- 
tion on the part of the alderman, when colonel An- 
gelo came into the justice room, and stated that, 
having seen the reports in the papeis, he wished to 
see Dixon. The colonel then put several questions 
to the young man about the officers and the cireum- 
stances of the time, to which he seemed to give sa- 
tisfactory answers. Col. Angelo then had a private 
interview with sir John Cowan, when the latter re- 
entered the office, and stated to Dixon that the gal- 
lant colonel intended to see sir F. Headon the snb- 
ject of his application. [London Times. 

England ond Texas. The London papers contain 
the treaty of commerce signed in that capital on the 
13th November last between England and Texas. 
It is framed on the basis of strict reciprocity, but 
does not apply to the colonies. The conditions 
upon which Texas may trade with the colonies are 
to be regulated hereafter. Vessels wholly owned 
by citizens of Texas, and whereof the master and 
three-fourths of the mariners, at least, are citizens 
of the republic, are declared to be Texian vessels 
within the meaning of the treaty, although not built | 
in that country. T'he treaty is to continne in force 
eight years, and furtber, until the expiration of 12 
months after one of the high contracting parties 
shall have notified to the other an intention to ter- 
minate its duration. [National Intel. 

FRANCE. 

Steamers. Steam communication in the south of 
France is becoming of vast extent. The beautiful) 
passage down the Sanne from Chalons to Lyons is 
now much resorted to by travellers. At Lyons | 
there is the ‘blue’? Rhone, with its picturesque 
mountains covered with vines, its ruimed castles of 
many a “baron bold," and its anlique towers, to 
tempt tonrists from dusty diligence expeditions.— 
Take Arles on the route, and contemplate its migh- 
ty rnins, the arena, or aiuphitheatre, second only to 
those of Nismes and Rome. From Arles you inay 
plunge by the mouths of the Rhone into the Medi- 
terranean, and seven hours’ “steaming” under a 
southern sky deposites you in Marseilles. Take 
five hours more of coasting, and you go from Mar- 
seilles to Toulon, avoidiug the execrable roads be- 
tween these two ports. A marine service is rapid- 
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| ly forming; steamer sailors they may be, but if the 
“steam” be up, there is material to fora crews. 
Expenditures and resources. It appears from 
official statements snbmitted to the chamber of 
deputies, and the facts elicited in debate there- 
jan, that the splendid military preparations of 
France, the expenses of her African conquest, and 
other costly schemes prosecuted during the last 
three years, have burdened her with a heavy debt. 
The liabilities of the government for the years 1840, 
| 41 and 742, will, it is stated, exceed the revenue for 
| those years in the sun of nearly one thousund mil- 


Caroline? Applicant: I did not know any thing | lions of francs. 
| about the persons who fired her; I was one of the | 


The following statement laid before the chamber 


iby M. Gouin, ex-minister of finance, the correct- 


ness of which was not impugned by the ministerial 
party, will show the manner in which this debt has 
heen incurred. a 
116,009,386. deficit on the ordinary budgets of 
1840, 41 and ^42. 
( 228,269,000 extraordinary civil pub- 
lic works. 

(140,000,000f. fortifi- 

tions of Paris. 


582,000,000f. 75,000,000f, fortifi- 
catus in other places. 
15,000,000f. bar^cks 
| 353,731,000 & magazines. 
L 12,000,000f. artillery. 
414,000,000f. port of 
Cherbourg. 
7,731,000f. other 
military works. 
29,000,000 construction of steamers. 
35,931,500f. 2 6,931,500 construction of steamers 
for the Levant. 
extraordi- ( 15,800,000f. for 1840. 
84,000,000r. 2 nary naval 238,200,000f. for 1841. 
armaments. ¢ 30,000,000f. for 1342. 


extraordi- (93 900,000f. for 1840. 
nary $4,900,000f. for 1811. 


military | 60,000,000f. for 1842. 
armaments | 


36,000, 000F. interest of the new loan. 
1.120,9:10,88Gf. grand tofal. a, 
137,400,000. to be deducted as paid from existing 
funds. 


md 


983,540,886[. to be met by extraordinary ways and 
means. 

The answer of M. Thiers to this somewhat ap- 
palling array of figures is characteristic. *"True," 
he says, “we have spent a inilliaad more than we 
had to spend, but we have spent it well; (he passions 
of the country have been grutified; immense numbers 
of Arabs have been slaughtered; our capital will 
soon be surrounded by ramparts and ditches; and 
we have half a million of fine active young men ta- 
ken from their natural employment to live ut the 
publie expense in the burracks we have just buill for 
them," - 

The resnlts so exultingly pointed to as benefits by 
M. Thicrs, we hold, most of them, to be positive 
evils; aud his speech confirms the opinion we have 
long entertained, that M. Thiers is a sagacious de- 
inagogue, without a partiele of genuine patriotism, 
and that, like certain other demagognes who have 
recently felt the force of public opinion in this coun- 
try, he looks upon the people, whose interests hef- 
lects to have so deeply at heart, as the mere tools of 
ambition—puppets to be played npon through their 
passions and their prejudices. He will be found 
ont at last, as his brother deioagogues on this side 
of the Atlantic have been, and, like them, will be- 
come a mark for the finger of scorn. 

Mr. Gouin io the course ol the speech in which 
he eubinitted ilie financial statistics given above, ob- 
served, that his chief anxiety was directed, not to 
the means of stopping the gap, at the present mo- 
ment, for that must evidently be done by a vast 
loan, and as the money is spent the less that is said 
about it the better; but he felt that it was of the ut- 
most importance to ascertain whether reasonable 
expectations can be entertained of balancing the or- 
dinary revenue and the ordinary expenditure of the 
country in future years, without reterence to any of 
these occasional storms in the coinmercial and poli- 
tieal world, which may drive the stoutest vessel out 
of its course. The result is, in M. Gouin's opi- 
nion, that France is threatened with a regular annual 
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deficit of 60 millions, which may amount to 100 
millions ifthe system of armed peace is to be main- 
tained. 

This is, however, searcely a fair supposition; 
since M. Gonin does not take into account the pro- 
bablé increase of the revenue. The revenue raised 
by direct taxes in France has increased during the 
last five years 20 millions of Irancs per annua, and 
there is every reason to expect a farthec augmenta- 
tion, though not in proportion ta the enormous ratio 
of increase in the expenditures during the last two 
years, A 

The government must retrench its expenses, and 
the permanent interests, not the “passions,” of the 
people, must be consulted in the appropriation of 
the public money; tbe “half million of fine active 
young men, taken from their natural employment to 
live at the public expense," must be restored to 
agriculture, commerce and manufactures; and the 
furor for military aggrandisement which bas been 
so artfully stimulated by M. Thiers and his collea- 
gues, must be superseded by a wiser, a calmer, and 
a more domestic spirit, before the income of la belle 
France ean be made to balanee her expenditures. 

Common seuse, and the material interests of the 
industrious and working classes, are happily fast 
undermining in Europe the passion for war—that 
most expensive of all luxuries for nations that have 
once come to understand the value and comforts of 
peace, and the blessings which peace biing. So- 
vereigns, and feudal barons, who reap all the ho- 
nors, and defray few of the expenses, of war, may 
rejoice like magnificent hunters in the excitements 
and perils of the bloady chase of man against man; 
but the masses, whose property is wasted, whose 
blood is poured out, and who indeed are the hunt- 
ed, have now become too enlightened, and happily 
too powerful to be olten or longer fooled into war 
to geatify leaders, or win laurels for military chiet- 
tains. 

Even France, the most military nation in Europe, 
begins to count tlie cost of indulging in its ancient 
passion, and the following notice Irom a late Lon- 
don Spectator, (17th April), of the present state of 
feeling in that country, is NE both as indi- 
eating that the peace of Europe, though much 
threatened, is not soon likely to be disturbed, and as 
proving, what these remarks were designed to es- 
tablish, that war must go out of fashion, and com- 
mon sense and enlightened self-interest obtain the 
ascendency. 

The expense of the mere preparation for war, 
coupled with judicious moderation on the part of 
the present government, appeara to have been mak- 
ing a very considerable change in the feeling of the 
French lately. The fit of mihtary ardor is subsid- 
ing. M. Thiers says that France is always under 
the influence of some passion, which dies only to 
give place to another. Alter the revolution of 1830, 
it was a passion for politics; then came a passion 
for publie works; and now that the neglected mili- 
tary passion of the empire is revived, all the para- 
phernalia for its gratification have to be repurchased 
or repaired, at iinmense cost. This damps the ar- 
dor of the passion military; and even M. Thiers, 
whn was once willing to play the part of pander to 
the passion which he so eritically describes, begins 
to count the expense. He lelt the ministry with 
vast achemes on foot, with entangled anl difficult 
foreign relations, and with a people excited toa 
pitch ol furor by the passion which he had foment- 
ed. 

His successora found the torrent for which he 
had opened tlie sluices too powerful to be suddenly 
ateunned, and they yielded lor a while to the stream, 
proceeding in the same direction to which he had 
pointed. Having once committed themselves, per- 
haps almost unavoidably, to that seeming adoption 
of his policy, they were obliged for the sake of con- 
sistent appearances to continue it lora time, until 
they could gradually turn the stream. Just at the 
turn, M. Thiers takes an artful advantage of their 
position, and asks, 1f you do not mean to carry out 
my policy, why do you carry on my expenditure? 
He knows well enough, that he made it dangerons 
for them to do otherwise in the first instance, and 
that itia not yet time for them to have elleeted a 
change; but no auswer is ready for him, and he has 
the advantage of cleverly reducing them to a non- 

lus. 

Meanwhile, the couditional demand for reduced 
establiahinents conveyed in this query, and still 
more the indifference with which M. Thiers speaks 
of the warlike policy, as a thing out of date—to- 
gether with the French chaneellor of the exche- 
quer's assertion, faintly contradicted, (hat France 
cannot support an enormous onllay like Englan!— 
ull evince a remarkable alteration in the state of 
opinion in France, The daily sight of the rising 
wall which is to hem 1n the Parisians, and of the 
regiments of the workmen to be fed with taxea, 


will perhaps extinguish the remains of the passion 
military. It seems not impossible that the next 
passion to possess the excitable people may be a 
passion for pulling down bastioned walls. 

Paris, April 5, 1341. Although the news brought 
by the Britannia, to the I6thot March, does not put 
us in possession of a single new fact to alter the po- 
sition of affairs in America, the English press, and 
the English brokers, and the Euglish government, 
even, have hastened to take advantage of the want 
of positive warlike intelligence, to believe that there 
will be no further trouble between America and 
England, The altered tone of the English press, 
since the government has found out that there was 
really some fear of a war, and since it has been de- 
monstrated that however defenceless we are, they 
are as little able to attack, is one of the signs of the 
times, which it does well to note. It is to be hoped 
that our new government will work assiduously for 
the future, to revive our navy, and to do justice to 
ourarmy. Letthem take warning by the present 
position of the British navy, powerlul and nume- 
rous as it is in ships, the actual condition of it is to 
be laughed at and not feared. There are good ships 
in the Mediterranean, but they cannot be spared; 
their fleet in India is too far off—small as it is, to 
be olservice. They have been fighting with igno- 
rant people, unacquainted with the European mode 
of warfare, and without either a military or a com- 
mercial marine, and they have carried all before 
them. But they dare not go to war single handed 
against any civilized power, however weak it may 
be; and the late flare up, to use a cominon term, 
| has opened their own eyes to the fact. They did 
| not fear Frauce during the negotiation of lastsum- 
mer, because they were baeked by all the other 
European powers. But when ilcame to bea ques- 
tion between America and England —when il war 
fakes place, the latter must fight single handed 
against one nation as enlightened as herself, with 
the almost certainty that one, if not two, other 
powers, would eventually be brought into it, she 
began to look at the matteras serious and the con- 
sequence is, that now England talks of the Jolly, 
the wickedness, the impalicy of war, and hopes— 
yes, hope is the word of the government papers, 
that America will not be so loolish as to declare 
war! Now, the chieanery of this whole talk in 
England, beats all Brother Jonathan's cuteness com- 
pletely. The first threat of war came from this 
side of the Atlantic it came [rom England, Irom the 
members of parliament in their places in the house, 
from the government papers, and from the mouth 
of every Englishman yot met, either in Loudon or 
Paris, We were threatened with utter annihilation 
the moment we heard of Mr. Fox’s tetter to Mr. 
| Forsyth. Mr Pickens’ report, although it over- 
| shot the mark in some respects, opened their eyes, 
and they saw that there was some, and not a liltle 
reason in most of his grievances, if not in all 
of them. They were alarmed to find that any man 
existed who did not fear England's supremacy, and 
find that boasted supremaey not so very supreme 
after all, they were glad of an opportunity to do 
what the boy wanted to do when his father was 
about to flog him, and exclaimed, “stop Dad let’s 
argue"—they then began to think it was best to 
stop and argue, From that time to this they have 
been glad to find any inkling of peaceable intelli- 
gence in the Americao news, and to make the most 
of it. The fact that the English eonsols advanced 
on (he reception of the news by the Britannia, 
which, as I said before is no news at all, giving us 
no new facts, only shows how easily the funds are 
atlected by interested persons, and how much more 
the people of England are led by the newspapers, 
than we are in America. Some of the American 
whig papeis, showing more partizan zeal against 


commented on his report in such a manner and at 
such foolish length, as to afford the ultra tory pa- 
| pers of England ample opportunity to sneer at the 
| people of the United States. A long article in ihe 
New York Express, wiilten with a party reckless- 


the new administration, and of the authorised 
mouth-piece of the great majority which elected 
gen. Harrison. Our papers, generally, I am sorry 
to say, tvo often furnish occasion to make us appear 
ridiculous when made use of as they are by the En- 
glish press. Whatever may be thought of Mr. Pick- 
ens’ report, and however inexpedient (he publication 
of it may have heen, it contained sacred truths 
which cannot be controverted —and it has had a good 
effect. 

But to go hack to onr navy and army. We must 
prepare for war, for war we shall have sooner or 


later, and however we may wish to avoid it, how- 
ever we may try to shut our cyes to the necessity 
for it, that necersity will force it upon us, and it is 


Mr. Pickens and his party than patriotism, have | 


tine to take advantage of every delay to be prepar- 
ed for it. The English government see it, and 
they will not long be in their present state -The 
fortifications of our coast, the increase of T navy p 
and manulacturing of the material for war, such as 
large cannon and other arms, should not be delay. 
any longer. itis useless to talk, we must act, and 
that with promptness and energy. Urge it upon the 
government as an imperious duty, and upon the 
people as the means ol present safety and future 
prosperity. 

We have no news of impartance since my last, 
if we except the fact that a four wheel carriage— 
a perlect love of a thing—has heen built for the 
princess royal of Great Britain, to be drawn by two 
Shetland ponies, so gentle that even a child may 
drive them; and that the queen of Naples has got a 
daughter. [Cor. Bost, Cour. 


SPAIN. 

The position of affais in Spain at the present 
moment is particularly interesting. A newly elect- 
ed cortes has just assembled, the political character 
of which is yet to be ascertained, on whom devolve 
not only the duties of ordinary legislation, but the 
responsibility of establishing a regeney, on whom 
must devolve the powers of the sovereigu during the 
minority of the queen. All eyes are of course turned 
to the successful general of the day, Espartero, who 
is dignified with the title of duke de la Victoria. The 
leading question which has been agitated of late is 
whether the duke of Victory, who is at present the 
head of the provisional regency—that is, the presi- 
dent of a board of three members—shall be consti- 
tuted sole regent, or shall be elected one of three 
co-regents, 

SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

The New Haven Register has received from an 
officer of the exploring expedition several numbers 
of the Polynesian, a paper printed at Oahu, in the 
Sandwich Islands. A paper of the date of June, 
1840, contains an interesting account of the loss of 
a small vessel, which was on a trip to an island about 
a hundred miles distant. Most of those on board 
Were natives—several of whom saved their lives by 
swimming twenty or thirty riles. The following 
is an extract of a letter to the editor, giving an ac- 
countof the calamity. Mauae, is the name of a na- 
tive missionary, who was, with his wife, on board of 
the boat. [N. Y. Post. 

“You will be afflicted to learn that trien! Mauae 
is among those who were lost. His wife was saved, 
and they both swam twenty-five miles together be- 

| fore he died. What is wonderlul beyond deserip- 
tion is, that bis wife carried him when he could no 
longer swim himself, and carried him till atter he 
was dead. When she found be could go no further, 
she bid him hold to the hair of her head, and so she 
dragged him; but soon his had slipped, and she tried 
in vain to rouse him. She told him he inst pray; 
he commenced bat could only utter a sentenee or 
two. She then put his arms around her neck, held 
thew with one hand and swam with the otlier.— 
When within a quarter of a mile of the shore, after 
swimming twenty-eight or thirly hours, she found 
he was dead and lett him ” 
SOUTH AMERICA. 

From California. The tollowing are extracts from 
a letter in the Boston Advertiser, dated “San Diego, 
March 2. In mine of Jannary 13, I mentioned a 
report bronght by the brig Catalina, concerning the 
coasting trade, since which, official notice has been 


lust past, the coasting trade is prohihited to all io- 
reign vessels that 1nay arrive. subsequently to that 
date; they may enter their vessels at Monterey, 
(providing they have no sugar nor salt on board) 
deposite their goods, and then proceed in ballast to 
each port once to make their sales, and alterward 
transport the amount sold in the same vessels under 
the Mexican flag. 

“Such I believe aresome of the principal features 
| of the new regulations. Two vessels from the Sand- 
wich islands arrived at Montercy, but were not al- 
| lowed to entec in consequence of having salt and 


ness altogether inappropriate to the occasion, has | sugar on board. The brig Thomas Perkins is now 
been extensively copied as the voiee of the organ of | here; she came without the knowledge or consent 


of the government to take some hides which are 
here belonging to Messrs. Pierce & Brewer. She 
is, however, ordered off and sails to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

“The country is in a deplorable state, in conse- 
quence of drought. ‘There has been no rain yet 
below San Fransisco, excepling two or three showers 
a few days since, and to add lo the distress, the 
country fram Sonoma to San Diego lias been burnt 
pver. ‘fhe fire is still raging in many places, and 
has destroyed numbers of cattle and horses. There - 
is neither grass nor water tor them exeept in small 
quantities, and if there is uot 1ain snon, great num- 
bers must perish with hunger, in fact some have 
died already. 


received that trom and alter the first day of January, « 
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MEXICO. 

The dales from Vera Cruz are to the 21st ultimo. 

A few cases of yellow fever had been reported 
by the authorities in Vera Cruz. The small pox 
was also raging to a considerable degree. 

The Censor states that the internal duty of 15; 
per cent. recently laid, has entirely failed—not pro- 
ducing 5 per cent. on the old duty, for the reason 
that the Yucatan vessels, loaded with goods re- 
cognised bv the tariff, coast along and smuggle at 
every point, defeating the whole revenue project. 
The smuggling has not been confined solely to Yu- 
catan vessels, for the American sehooner Sarah 
Ann, captain Bouissou, has been captured in the 
illegal traffic off the bar of Zanbuijo, aud sent to 
Vera Cruz for trial. 

TEXAS. 

The national debt of Texas, consisting of bonds, 
treasury notes, &c. is $7,000,000. The amount of 
one year's taxes ia estimated at $1,000,000; and the 
expenses of the government for the same period 
$500,000, par money. 

The Texian congress have passed a law, which | 
has been approved by the president, forbidding the 
sale of any slaves, or indentured free negroes under 
any process of law, except it be under a decree of 
court for the final settlement of a deceased person’s 
estate No creditor can, by any process, lorce a 
sale of the negroes. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 

Williaio C. Lord, collector, Wilmington, N. C. 
vice Lewis H. Marsteller. 

Abraham Inskeep, appraiser, New Orleans, vice 
Sheldon 8. Clark. 

Com. William M. Crane, to be a member of the 
board of navy commissioners, (April 29th). 

Postinasters. 

Charles Marlin, at Chillicothe, Ohio. 

Caleb Foote, at Salem, Massachusetts. 

James H. Turner, at New London, Conn. 

John Wall, at Winchester, Virginia. 

Diptomatic. The Washiugton correspondent 
of the New York commercial writes—''It is said 
that the hon. John M. Clayton goes to England as 
minister plenipotentiary, and a finer specimen of 
American statesmanship cannot go there. He isa 
man of splendid attainments, and will do honor to 
our country at that court. I have no doubt that 
you will find the report contirmed by the official 
annunciation of the fact very shortly.” 

Charge @offuirs to Texas. ‘The president has ap- 
pointed the lion. Joseph Eve, of Kentucky, charge 
to the repnblic of Texas. This isan important ap- 
pointment, and it has been bestowed upon a firn 
and inflexible patriot—one who will in all stations 
and conditions maintain the honor of his conntry. 

[Frankfort Courier. 


CUSTOM HOUSE COMMISSIONERS. The twocom- 
missioners will proceed with the investigation at 
once. A room will be prepared for them in the 
new custom house. LN. Y. Express. 

PRESIDENT HARRISON'S REMAINS. 

In relation to the resting place of the remains of 
the lamented president Harrison, the Shelby (Ky.) 
News has the following paragraph: 

We learn froin col. Todd, that on his way to his 
residence in this county last week, he, in the per- 
formance ol a sacred duty, called upon the venera- 
ble wrpow of our lamented deceased president.— 
Whilst there, he was invited by that lady to a con- 
sultation with herself and her only remaining son, as 
to the ultimate depository of the remains of herdis-| 
tinguished and beloved husband,—the great and 
good president. It was determined, at this consul- 
tation, to remove the remains immediately to North 
Bend, to he deposited upon a beautiful and elevated | 
natural mound, where the monument may be seen 
for several miles up and down the Ohio river. * * 
* "Ybere, the traveller of distant ages, will be re- 
freshed by a visit to the tomb of the warrior, who 
was never defeated; of the patriot, who died poor; 
and the statesman, who, from the proud height of 
president, “fell, like a star struck from its sphere, 
covered with glory and renown.” 


PRESIDENT TYLER AND THE ISRAELITES, 
From the Baltimore Sun. 
To his excellency, John Tyler, president af the Unit- 
ed States: 

Sra: In your recommendation lo the people of 
the United States, on the 13th iust. to observe the 
fourteenth day of May next, as a day of fasting and 
prayer; bnt whereas, in the introduction you say, 
when a Christian people feel themselves to be over- 
taken by a great public calamity, it becomes them 
to huinble themselves under the dispensation of 


Divine Providence to recognise his rigbteous go- 
vernment over the children of men. 

I most respectfully request you to inform us, if 
the worda a Christian people it becomes them, should 
be construed as excluding those who do not belong 
to the Christian church, or profess peculiar Chris- 
tian ideaa. A. WEGLIN, president, 

Of the Baltimore Hebrew congregation, Bond st. 

Ballimore, Aprit 30, 1841. 


To A. Wegtin, esq. president of the Hebrew congre- 

galion, Bond street, Baltimore, Md. 

Washington, May 1, 1841. 

Srn: In reply to your letter of yesterday, I have 
the honor to state, that in using the expression 
“Christian people” in the first part of my re- 
commendation, 1 certainly never designed to be ex- 
clusive; su far from it, that I esteem it equally in- 
cumbent on all to bend in adoration before the com- 
mon Father of mankind, to ask his protection and 
blessing and to implore his guardianship and care. 
No people have ever had more cause to acknow- 
ledge the truth of this than the people of Israel.— 
The last paragraph of the recommendation ought to 
be sufficient to put yourself and all others at ease 
upon this subject, since by it every sect and every 
religious denomination, according to its own forms 
of worship, is requested to unite in the religions 
exercises proposes for the 14th inst. As the chief 
magistrate of the United States, Iam restrained by 
the express prohibitions of the constitution from all 
interference with the conaciences of men, and Hea- 
ven forbid that I should in any manner usurp the 
judgment seat which belongs alone to the Most 
High God. Let us then ali unite in imploring, ou 
the day designated, benedictions on our common 
country. I salute you as a fellow citizen, 

JOHN TYLER. 


Mr. Van Boren. From the Albany Argus we 
learn that Mr. Van Buren came up the river on Sa- 
turday last, in the steam boat Albany, reaching 
Stuyvesant Landing on the afternoon ol that day.— 
He was received by a large concourse of his towns- 
men and citizens of the connty, between one and 
two thousand with a cordial welcome and escorted 
to tbe village of Kinderhook, where he remains, 
preparatory to taking possession of his residence, 
the mausion of the late W. P. Van Ness, near that 
village. 


Mr. WEBSTER, who reached New York on Fri- 


|day morning Mth inst. from Boston on his way to 


Washington, fo day, (17th), accompanied by Mr. 
Southard and other friends, paid a visit, by invitation 
of capt. Bolton, to the United States frigate Brandy- 
wine, lying off the battery. 

The'customary salute was fired on hia leaving 
the ship—and he was gratified, we do not doubt, by 
the appearance of this noble vessel, which is, we 
hear, in crack order. 

Onerpas corne west. Five boat loads of In- 
dians from Oneida passed through this city yester- 
day (May 11) on their way to Green Bay—the 
men dressed with coats and bats like white men— 
the women in the ordinary costume of their unfor- 
tunate race. [Rochester Dem. 


McLeon case. New York supreme court, May 
17, 1841. Chiel justice Neilson and judges Corwan 
and Bronson presiding. 

A large crowd was again collected within and 
outside the court room this (Monday) morning, be- 
ing the day appointed for hearing the arguments in| 
this case. At half past 9 Mr. McLeod, accompa- | 
nied by the sheriff of Niagara, entered the court and 
took liis seat in the recess of one of the windows. | 
At 10 o'elock precisely, their honors took their 
seats, and inquired if counsel were ready in the | 
criminal case set down for that morning. 

Mr. Spencer replied that he was ready on the 
part of the prisoner. 

The attorney general uot having arrived, how- | 
ever, some preliminary business was disposed of, | 
and Mr. Hale soon after appeared with Mr. Wood | 
on the part of the people. Mr. Spencer and Mr. | 
Bradley, counsel for McLeod, who took his seat at; 
the table by their side. 

A discussion then took place, as to which side 
had the right to open the argument. The attorney 
general contending that having interposed in demu- 
rer, the right to commence waa on his side. 

The court said, it was not a vital question who 
should nave the last word, and directed the coun- 
sel for the prisoner to proceed, 5 i 

Mr. Bradley then read the return of the sheriff to; 
the writ, stating that McLeod was in his custody 
under the order of the court of oyer and terminer 1n 
March term, 1841, under an arraigninent on an In- 
dictment for murder, also by virtue ofa writ of 


capis respondendum on the part of the people for 
trespass, and an order for commitment for entering 
upon, damaging and destroying {he stearaboat Ca- 
roline, layiog the damages at $50,000, and ordering 
him to be held to bail in the sum of $7,000. 

A note from Mr. Fox to Mr. Webster, dated 
March 12, 1841, was next read—it was as lollows: 

“Her inajesty's government have had under con- 
sideration the subject of the arrest and imprison- 
ment of Alexander McLeod, on a pretended charge 
of arsun and murder, and I am directed to make 
known to the government of the United States that 
the British. government entirely approved of the 
course pursued by him. I aminstructed to demand 
formally, and in the name of the British govern- 
ment, the immediate release of Alexander McLeod, 
lor the reason that the transaction was one of a pub- 
lic character, planned and executed by persons du- 
ly authorised by the colonial government, to take 
such measures as may be necessary for protecting 
the property and lives of her majesty's subjects, 
and, being therefore an act of publie duty, they can- 
not be held responsible to the laws and tribuuals of 
any foreign country." 

The counsel also read extracts from the publish- 
ed correspondence between the authorities at Buf- 
fafo and the president, and that between Mr. Fox 
and Mr. Forsyth; the object, as the counsel said, 
being to show that the whole was a national affair, 
and that the president had considered it so, when 
he stated by Mr. Forsyth that it wasa proceeding 
which would oblize tbem to make a demand for re- 
paration from the British government. 

Mr. Wood then slated the reasons for opposing 
the motion— 

First, because the return of tbe sheriff showed 
that the prisoner was detained on an indictment lor 
murder, to which be had pleaded not guilty, and 
me court could not investigate such indictment or 

ea. 

j Secondly, because the matter set forth in tbe al- 
legations did not show that his imprisonment was 
illegal; but referred merely to the question of his 
guilt or innocence, which was not uow before the 
court, 

Thirdly, because the attack on the steamboat 
Caroline, a boat owned by a private citizen, un- 
conneeted with the insurgents, and navigating the 
waters in a lawful business for ought shown to the 
contrary, under a license from the United States, 
was made while owned in the state of New York 
and withont the jurisdiction of Canada. 

Forthly, because the government of Upper Ca- 
nada or col. MeNab had no authority to send per- 
sons to commit the act in the state of New York, 
and consequently each individual was responsible 
for his acts. 

Fitihly, because Amos Durfee who was murder- 
ed, was a peaceable citizen of the U. States, uncon- 
nected with the insurgents, guilty of no offence 
against the laws of this state or the laws of Upper 
Canada, and tbat it was not necessarily connected 
witli the attack of the Caroline, or necessary for the 
protection of her majesty's subjects. 

Some discussions then arose as to the question be- 
fore tlie court, and as it appeared to take a different 
eourse to that he expected, be asked to be indulged 
with further time, to prepare for the argument, and 
the court postponed the further hearing until to- 
morrow morning 10 o'clock. — (AN. Y. Express. 
COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH GREAT BRITAIN. 

The letter of Mr. Hume, member of the British 
parliament, to Mr. JENIFER, ot this state, which 
we puhlish below, will be of interest to our readers 
as referring to a subject that greatly concerns the 
United States and the grain growing sections of lhe 
union especially. It is quite obvious that a power- 
ful effort will be made at the next session of the 
British parliament to change the corn law system 
in England, so as to admit foreign wheat into the 
United Kingdom upon easy terms. 

One strong inducement to this change is drawn 
from the apprehension that if Great Britain does 
not alter ber exclusive and illiberal system of pro- 
hibitive duties, other nations will be bound in self- 
protection to retaliate hy similar restrictions upon 
British productions. Deprive the English manu- 
facturer of the foreign market and bis occupation is 
gone. Yet how can England expect that other na- 
tions will continue to receive her manufactures 
while she persists in excluding their commodities 
from her ports? 

The relations of trade between two countries 
should always rest upon the basea of mutual inte- 
rest. The present would probably be a favorable 
opportunity for contracting a special treaty with 
England by which American breadstuffs might be 
received there upon terms of favorable discrimina- 
tion, in view of the fact that the American market 
is one of great importance to the British manufac- 
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turer. 
draw her surplies of flour from this eountry rather 
than from the regions of the Baltic, because in the 
latter case she would have to pay for them in spe- 
cie; here, payments could be made in eommodities 
ol her own produetion, A year or two ago there 
was, as we all recolleet, a heavy drain of bullion 
and eoin from Great Britain to pay for Baltie wheat 
which the failure of the English erops for that sea- 
son compelled her to import. The consequences 
of that drain of the precious metals were felt in this 
country very severely—and the more so beeause it 
happened that our own crops were deficient that 
year, not so mueh from the badness of the season 
as on aceount of the speculating mania which drew 
away multitudes of our citizens trom the eultiva- 
tion of the soil. 

It would seem to be the duty of our government 
to take the ground of countervailing duties at once; 
in order that we might then have it ia our power to 
make proper discriminations in favor of England 


proporlionate to the favors which she might be wil- | 


hing to extend to us. The operation of sueh duties 


wonld be likely also to go a good way towards con- | 
vincing her statesmen of the impolicy of their pre- | 


sent restrictive systein. À 
The opening of the British market to American 
breadstufls would be an event worthy of general 
congratulation. At present, with the exception of 
Brazil and the West Indies there is seareely any fo- 
reign market of importance open to our flour. No- 
thing but a fair outlet to the productions of the in- 
terior is wanted to make Baltimore a city of the 
first magnitude. The immense supplics trom the 
middle and western states coming to this port, 
would render our market exhaustless, and a trade 
in wheat and flour migbt be opened with England 
that would bring wealth and prosperity to all classes 
of our industrious citizens. [ Balt. American, 
To the editors of the National Intelligencer. 
Milton Hill, ( Md.) May 7, 1841. 

GENTLEMEN: I send you the enclosed whieh | 
received by last mail. As it refers to matters of 
general interest in regard to our commercial rela- 
tions, Lsee no reason why it should not be general- 
ly known thatactive efforts are being made in Great 
Britain to modify the duties and restrictions upon 
American products. And as congress is abont to 
meet, the subject of the tariff may be taken into 
consideration, when an opportunity will be afforded 
of so legislating as to make a proper discrimination 
in favor of those counties whieh meet the acts of 
the American government in a reeiproeal spirit, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. JENIFER. 

Messrs. Gales & Seaton. 

London, March 22, 1841. 

Sin: E have the honor herewith to enclose a copy 
of resolutions agreed to at a meeting of members of 
the British parliament, and sanetioned by upwards 
of one hundred and twenty of thal body. 

The subject of free trade and the extension of 
our commercial relations with the rest of the world 
by simplifying our tariff, and thus leading other 
nations, by such au example, to co-operate with us 
for the attainment of so important and so desirable 
an object, has lately engaged much of the public 
attention in this country; and the general feeling 
manifested in favor of such changes will, we con- 
fidently hope, soon induce the government and le- 
gislature to take the proper steps for carrying out 
extensive measures of commercial reform. 

The report of a select committee of the house of 
commons, with the evidence given before it on the 


subjeet of import duties, in the last session of par- | 


liament, has been chiefly instrumentalio producing 
a state of public opinion lavorable to a more liberal 
commercial poliey, hy clearly proving that {he re- 
strictions and prohibitions of the present commer- 
cial code of tli British empire, are, in the bighest 
degree, prejudicial to the best interests of the na- 
tion. Allew ine, therefore, as the late ehairman of 
that committee, to lorwaid to you a copy of that 
report and evidence, and to reqnest the favor of 
your most earnest consideration for it. 

The liberal course recommended by the commit- 
tee will be found applicable to the wants of all 
countries; and, in a malter so deeply interesting to 
the peace of the world, and to the prosperity of na- 
tions, I venture to hope lor your zealous support in 
the conviction that the enlightened friends of [ree 
trade may be appealed to witii peculiar propriety at 
the present moment; and at a vigorous and simulta- 
necns movement in the dillerent parts of the com- 
merejal and civilized world cannot tail to be attend- 
ed with most important and beneficial results. 

E send you, also, a eopy of the last report of the 
Manchester chamber ol cominerce, in which the 
opinions of the merchants and manufacturers of 
that great commercial community are strongly and 
favorably expressed. 


It would be to the interest of England toy 
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Public meetings of the merchants and inhabitants 
of Liverpool, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dundee, Bol- 
ton, Ashton, and many other eities and towns, have 
already been held, where resolutions have been 
agreed to, warinly approving of the eourse recom- 
mended by the acleet committee and by the meet- 
ing of the members of parliament. 

It will give me much satislaetion if you will fa- 
vor me with any suggestions likely to forward the 
great object we have in view; and, on my part, I 
I shall be most happy to supply any information 
which you may deem it desirable to obtain, and 
which it may be in my power to afford. 

Ehave the honor to remain your obedient and 
humble servant, JOSEPH HUME, 

To the hon. Daniel Jenifer. 


THE APPROACHING SESSION OF CONGRESS. 
Within three weeks irom the present date, the new 
congress will have assembled at the eapitol. aecord- 
ing to the proclamation of the late lamented presi- 
dent, issued a few days aller he entered upon the 
administration of the government. 

The near approach of the session naturally sets us 
to thinkivg of the purposes for which it haa been 
ealled together, and the measures which are likely 
to oceupy its attention. 

At peace with all the world, possessing in profu- 
sion all the elements of national and individual 
prosperity, this people had yet been for several 
years suflering under cirenmstanees so adverse to 
both, that a sense of the pain at length roused them 
to a pereeption of the neeessity ol exerting their 
own power to relieve themselves froin it. In a 
case in whieh the disease in tlie body politic was 
so visibly the consequence of imal-adininistration of 
the government, the remedy was too obvious to be 
missed or mistaken. ‘The power of the people was 
applied accordingly; and they dismissed from au- 
| thority the chief agent who had by mismanagement 
| forfeited all elaim to farther confidenee, and iustal- 
pled another in his place. 

This ehange of one president for another was 


public affairs desired and expeeted by the people, 
but if was the means by which the reforin was to! 
be brought about. It was a removal of the original | 
eause of disease, the first care of every skilful phy- 
sician, That great purpose has been accomplish- 
ed by tlie people. What is next to be done, the 
devising and enacting of those measures whieh are 
necessary to restore to the deranged functions of 
the government, and thereby to the industry and 
enterprise ol the country, their natural and wonted 
vigor, is a duty which devolves upon the represen- 
tatives of the people in congress. 

It was therefore that president Harrison found 
it necessary, withiu the second week of his official 
term, to issue his proclamation, requiiing the sena- 
tors and representatives to meet in the capitol, in 
the city of Washington, on Monday the 31st day of 
May, ‘in order to receive such information respect- 
ing the state of the anion as may be given to them, 
and to devise and adopt such mneasures as the good 
of the country may seem to them, in the exercise 
of their wisdom and diseretion, to require." The 
reason assigned for this convocation of congress! 
is, “that sundry important and weighty matters, 
principally growing out of the condition of tne re- 
venue and finanees of the eountry, appear to call 
for the consideration of eongress at an earlier day 
than its next annual session." 

Such are the tertas of tbe proelamation issued on 
the 17th day of Mareh by the late president. His 
lamented death lias indeed devolved upon another 
the duty of meeting the congress thus convoked; 
but the motives of this eaily summons of the repre- 
sentatives of the people remain as expressed in the 
proclamation. And an indoubting eonfidenee is 
entertained that president Tyrer will exert all his 
just authority to earry out the reforin indicated by 
the popular vote, and ratified by his own deelara- 
tions in his late address to the people of the United 
States. 

The extraordinary oecasion, therefore, (in the 
language of the constilution), upon whieh congress 
has been ealled together, is the condition in which, 
upon coming into office, the present administration 
found the revenue and finanecs ot the country. There 
is the seat of the disorder. It is to these funetions 
of the government that the efforts at reform hy eon- 
gress, at the coming session, are to be mainly di- 
rected. 

The disorder in the revenue and finauees eonsisls, 
in the first place, ina derangement of the eurrency, 
coiomeree and exchanges of the country, predneed 
directly by the iinpolitic measures of the two last 
adininistrations; aud, secondly, in a deficiency of 
revenue consequent upon that derangement. 

It is not necessary now to go into a review of 
the impolitic measures of the late administrations 


not in itself the reform in the administration of| ciency prospective as well as present. 


by which this mischief has been wrought—to relate 
the history of the demolition of the old national 
bank, begun by the illegal removal of the public 
deposites; of the effeet of the artificial excitement 
of the publie deposites confided to them to inflate 
unnaturally the ability of the state banks; of their 
lavish discounts tospeeulators in public lands, pub- 
lic stocks, &e.; of the flood of revenue overrunning 
the pubtic chest from sales of publie lands thus 
stimulated; of lhe eonsequent necessity of dispos- 
ing of a surplus of revenue by distribution of it 
among tlie states; of the speeie eireular intended to 
eheck the sales of publie lands, but having the ef- 
fect to explode the state banks which the govern- 
ment itselt had indueed unwisely to enlarge their 
discounts; of the thrice-rejeeted bnt finally foreed- 
down panacea, the sub-treasury, the last in the 
train. of disastrous experiments, the [rnit of igno- 
ranee of eivil affairs and an “iron nerve” united in 
one president, and of overweening confidence anda 
fatuitous relianee on predestination in his successor. 
Every reader is already familliar with the history 
of those administiations; the last of which, presump- 
tnously disdaining to follow the examples of its 
great predecessors [rom WasHINGTON down to 
Jackson, treated politics as a game, upon which 
itstaked the whole prosperity of the country, trust- 
ing to the last to its lucky star to save it from dis- 
grace and ruin, 

lustead of looking baek, or disputing about the 
merits of past a:lministrations, it will be the busi- 
ness ol coxcGnEss to look at things as they are, and 
act aecorilingly. 

The evils under which the country and the go- 
verument now labor are practical, and require prae- 
tical remedies. Though widely extended, pervad- 
ing every ocenpation of life, and effecting every 
class and order of people, the most sensible of these 
evils (that is, a vitiated currency) is believed to be 
within the power ofthe general government, Next 
to this, the evil most immediately deinanding the 
attention of eongress is a deficiency in the means 
of the treasury to carry on the government; a deti- 
A third 
evil is the instability of the poliey of the govern- 
ment in regard to its finanees; the dependence upon 
expedients and makeshilts to supply revenne, in- 
stead of regulating the supply by fore-handed le- 
gislation, so that the people may know what to ex- 
pect to pay, and the government may know what 
lo expeet to receive, and both people and govern- 
ment be enabled to make their calculations accord- 
ingly. 

"This specifieation includes nearly all the objects 
connected with the revenue and finances whieh 
will claiin the attention of congress at the extra 
session, 


The last of these objects, though probably not the 
one for which an extra session of congress would 
have been deemed advisable, is perhaps the most 
important ofthe whole. Uneertainty and instability 
in the finaneial policy of any governinent are sources 
of helpless embarrassment to merchants, manufac- 
turers, planters, farmers, artisans and eapitalists, 
aud hence to every interest of the people, as well 
as to lhe governmentitself, They should be avoided 
and guarded against by all the means within the 
power of the national legislature. 

Among the causes which disturb the public poli- 
ey is the Auctuation of the revenue springing trom 
the publie lands We have seen the annual amount 
rise in one year from less than five millions to near- 
ty fifteen millions of dollars, and in the next year 
to almost twenty-five millions of dollars; and we 
have seen the revenue trom the same source, with- 
in two years after reaching this inaximum amount, 
come down again to three millions of dollars.* 
Upon such a stream, capricionsly swelling From a 
jill to a torrent, and dwindling again froin a torrent 
to a rill, which at one season is hardly to be found 
in its rocky bed, and at another floods the plains 
with its abundanee; what reliance ean be placed? 
To relinquish this revenue to those to whom the 
national domain actually belongs, is a dictate no 
less, of sound policy, in reference to the etfeet of 
such relinqnishment, than of strict justice, the right 
of the thing being considered. The distribution 
among the several states of the proceeds of the sales 
of the publie land, upon the principle of the bill 
whieh was passed by congress several years ago, 


*The following are the amounts received into the 
treasury for proeeeds of sales of public lands during 
the years stated—extracted from ihe annual reports of 
the state of the treasury, viz: 


]n the year 1532 2.623 781 


1823 3,961,781 
1834 4,357.000 
1535 94 751,600 
1336 14,377,179 
1837 6,776,256 
1839 8,031,939 
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and which was arbitrarily and contemptuously pre- 
vented by president JACKSON trom becoming a law, 
will thereture, we trust, be the fundainentar act of 
the extra sessiou—fist of the series of measures, 
which is, we londly hope, to make that sessluii 
memorable in history. 

The distribution among the states of the proceeds 
of the public lands we have always regarded as a 
measure of justice and sound policy. ii is no new 
opinion ot ours. The measure 1s also cne which, 
beyond the control of party diseipline, we have seen 
approved, npon its own positive merit, by almost 
evey state in the union. Itis, nevertheless, a great 
satisfaction to us to know that this measure, which a 
inajority of the states and of the people have always 
deemed expedient as well as just is now recoin- 
mended by the additional consideration fhat it will 
yield to the inidebted state (whom general depres- 
sion of business has involved in the general embar- 
rassinent) the means, 1n part at least, of paying the | 
iuterest upon their debis until they become able to 
pay the principal, and thus averting the otherwise 
inevitable bankruptey of some states—a catastrophe 
little less to be dreaded and deprecated than the 
bankruptey of the union—and involving indeed the 
worst consequences which would attend such a dis- 
aster, Happy is it not for tlie couutry that relief 
can thus be afforded to the debtor states without a 
violation of any principle, and especially without 
incurring the odium aliached to the idea ot an as- 
sumption by the general government of the state | 
debts! Fortunate is it not that, by au act ol simple | 
justice, by paying over to the states what already | 
by rights belongs to them, itis in the power of con- 

ress do so much tor the relief ot the dehtor states! 
More fortunate still, that the debtor states ean thus | 
be aided by the general governinent, uot ouly with- 
out prejudice to the other states, but to their advan- 
tage, by placing at the disposal of tbose states (their 
proportion of the revenue troin lands) funds which | 
they will be able to employ to the greatest advan- 
tage in purposes of intellectual and general 1mprove- 
meut. 

The disposition of the proceeds of the sales of the | 
publie lands will place itin the power of congress | 
to impait to the financial policy of the government) 
stability, that esseutial element of publie prosperity. | 
That an augmentation of the annual revenue is ne- 
cessary la. meet the ordinary expenses of the go- 
vernment is known to every body. For several 
years past it has been eked out by supplements ol 
treasury notes; but that expedient is a miserable 
financial resort on any other than casual temporary 
occasions. The amount ot treasury notes at any 
fime outstanding is neither more nor less than so 
much public debt, in the most troublesome form 
which it can assutoe; and the amount of public debt 
contracted within a given time, in whatever form 
it exists, is but tbe measure ol the deficiency of the 
revenue. What ihe total amount of public debt 
now is, in the various forms of outstanding treasu- 
ry notes, deferred payments to contraelors and other 
publie creditors, stocks due to Indian tribes, the | 
fourth instalinent due to the states under the act of 
1836, &c. we bave not the means of accurately 
stating; but we may, without lear of exaggeration, 
set it down at torty millions of dollars of debt, all 
contracted within the last four years. The defi- 
ciency of fhe revenne, therefore, for the last four 
years must have been, on an average, some ten 
inillions of dollars a year. Allow what you will for 
the falling off of the imposts caused by the blight- 
ing influence of the policy of the government, still 
the revenue which for four successive years falls so 
far short of the wants of the government cannot be 
expected to improve, even under brighter auspices, 
to an adequate amount without some enlargement | 
ofthe sources of supply. The ordinary expenses 
of the government may indeed be reduced hy a 
more economical administration; the extraordinary 
expense of the Florida war—exiraordinary in every 
sense—which has been such a drain upon the trea- 
sury, may cease altogether; all this may happen, 
and yet the aggregate of expenditures of the go- 
vernment be increased instead of being diminished. 
For not a donbt is entertained, we presume, in the 
mind of the present administration, that large ap- 
propriations of money are necessary for extending 
and strengthening the public defences by land and 
sea, and that no consideration of false economy 
ought to be suffered to stand in the way of the ac- 
complishment of this great purpose. Such, we 
know, was the opinion of the late lamented presi- 
dent, and such we believe to be the opinion of his: 
successor. ‘J shall shrink from no proper respon- 
sibility atfached to my station,” said gen. Harrison, | 
two days before his last illness, to a friend with 
whom he conversed. “Ishall recommend to eon- 
press large appropriations for the public defences. if 
they shall not respond to my recommendations, or 
shall refuse or neglect to provide tbe ways and 


means to carry them info effect, with them will rest 
the responsibility, 4 shall have done my duty."— 
Believing that this sentiment of the late president 
reflects the tine policy of the government, and the 
paramount duty ol cangress as well as the execa- 
tive, we have no idea ol any reduction onetliena- 
gregate amount of the expenditures of the govern- 
ment. An augmentation of fhe revenue to some 
extent, is therefore inevitable. Whether that ang- 
mentation is to be secured by a resort to direct fax- 
ation and excises, or by a inodification of (he duties 
upon imports, cannot be long, it for a moment, a 
question among the representatives of a people who 
are free, and who are determined to reiaain so. 

A revision of (he duties upon imports, therefore, 
with a view to revenue, is one of the main objects 
which require the attention of congress at the exlra 
session. In modilying those duties, let no pretence 
be given for an anti-tariff clamor by any attempt fo 
lorce or unduly lavor particular arts or products of 
our own country by high duties or prohibitions. 
Not that in levying the revenue we would depart 
from the policy, common to all nations. and not in- 
coinpatible with the most enlarged notion of free 
trade, of a discrimination in favor of American in- 
dustry. But let a just ariangement be made, in 
which the prineiple of diserimination in favor of 
labor may be sufficiently adhered fo, and yet a 
large portion of our imports left sufficiently free 
for al! the purposes of a prosperous commerce. 

‘Fhe third great object which requires the action 
of congress at the extra session is the condition ol | 
the currency, and the questions connected with that 
most urgent and engrossing interest. The repeal 
of the sub-treasury act, that odious measure so Un- 
equivocaily condemned by the voice of the people 
and the experience of the government, would ap- 
pear to be a thing of course, about which there can | 
hardly be a diversity of sentiment. Then comes 
the vexed question, what financial agent shall be | 
employed, in lieu of it, to. receive, keep, and pay 
ont the public money? Our own opinion on that 
subject has been foo often expressed not to be | 
known fo our readers. Believing that all the diffi- 
culties and. embarrassments under which the peo- 
ple and government have painlully labored—inelud- | 
ing our degraded currency, fluetuating exchanges, 
and paralyzed commerce and industry—have been 
the necessary consequence of the unwise policy of | 
the two last administrations, we are of opinion 
that the true preventive of these evils is to be lound 
in a restoration of the state of things under which 
the country was prosperous and happy before the 
action of the government itself made them other- 
wise. In other words, we believe in the expedien 
ey, and indeed necessity, of a national bank, to 
discharge the double functions of a fiscal agent for 
the government anda regulator of the currency 
tor the people This is the opinion of the editors 
of this paper, in repeating which now and here 
they do not pietend, not heiag authorised, to repre- | 
sent the views ot the executive. 

That a central fiscal agent, under whatever form 
or modification ol its details, is necessary and pro- 
per, if not indispensable, to. (he coliection of the 
revenue and. the regulation of the exchanges, (an 
essential element of ecommerce), we believe to be 
the conviction of nearly every intelligent person 
who has had oceasion to examine the subject at all. 
What torn that agent shall assume, what offices it 
shall perform, by what name it shail be called, 
where it shall be located, how governed, &e. con- 
stitnte a mass of considerations, out of which pos- | 
sibly some central agent might be devised, and es- 
tablished, free from the objections of those who 
have conscientious scruples against esfablishing a 
bank eo nomine, and from the objections against 
banks as now organized, or at least as now admi- 
uistered amongst us. 

If, owing to the scruples which have heretofore | 
prevailed in some of the sonthern states against a 
national banking institution, it shall be found im- 
practicable to unite a majority of the two houses 
in favor of any such institution, then let those who | 
entertain those scruples bring forward their mea- 
sure; and let that measure be tried. | 

The adoption of any rational system, under) 
which the publie revenues can be so managed as to 
establish some circulating medium of equal value | 
in all parts of the United States (which nothing 
short of the power of the general governinenf can 
effect) will restore tranquillity to the publie tnind, 
which is preferable to continned agitation under 
any circumstances. We doubt, however, whether 
opposition to the establishment of a central fiscal 
agent will not be found fo he the sentiment of a 
inajority of the representives of southern feelings 
and interests, whatever it may have been hereto- 
fore. "There is no school like adveisity. More 
than any other portion of the United States have 
the people of the southern states been ground down 


| 
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by the experiments instituted by their late rulers, 
one after another, as if to try how many such they 
could bear and live. If, indeed, the sigus of the 
times are tu he at all relied upon, great changes of 
opinion have very recently taken placeon this sub- 
ject in the south; and we should not be very much 
surprised if, froin soine states hitherto most oppos- 
ed to a national bank, we were to have in the pre- 
sent congress nearly an unanimous expression of 
sentiment in ifs favor. 

Of all speculations as fo what congress may or 
may nof do in reference to fhe currency, perhaps, 
after all, no more can now be set down as certain 
than that the extra session will nof pass away with- 
out the establishment of some fiscal agency asa 
substitute for (hat which exists under the familiar 
name of the sub-treasury system. 

The measures, in fine, which may be expected 
to become the subject of deliberation in congress 
at (he approaching session, are, 

1. The distribution of the proceeds of the sales 

of public lands among the several states. 

. A revision and augmentation of the duties on 
imports, for the purpose of securiug from 
that soorce a revenue adequate to the wants 
of the government. 

. The repeal of the sub-freasury law. 

. The establishment of a fiscal agent, cenfral 
or other, fo aid the governinent in collecting 
and disbursing the revenue and equalizing 
the currency. 

. A temporary loan, if necessary to supply the 
immediate necessities of the treasury, 
These measures would at once disperse the clouds 

that have so long overhung and yet obscure the 
prospect before us. These measures, taken to- 
gether, would, we feel entirely confident, suffice 
not only to restore fo the country its wonted vigor, 
bnt carry if forward with a firmer step than it has 
ever taken. 

We have said nothing about the existing publie 
debt, which it will be time enough to provide for at 
the regular annual session of congress, when its 
amount will have been better ascertained than it 
ean yet be, Nor have we taken into cocsideration 
the “question of a uniform system of bankruptcy, 
whieh seems to be within the contemplation of 
some of our friends ag a measure to be agitated at 
the extra session; nor any other question of a ge- 
neral character. Because congress has been called 
together with a special view to the revenue and 
the finances; and it seems fo be desirable, under 
every aspect of the case, that the deliberations of 
the two houses of congress should be limited, as 
far as possible, to the objects for which they have 
been convened. [ Nat. Int. 
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PonrrrcAr. Announcement of a candidate for the 
next presidency and organization in his favor. The 
Philadelphia papers furnish the following: The un- 
dersigned, demoeratie citizens, having assembled 
for the purpose hereinafter mentioned, unanimotis- 
ly adopt the following preamble and resolutions. 

Whereas, ‘The name of com. Charles Stewart, of 
Pennsylvania, has been formally presented to the 
American people, as a suitable candidate fo be sup- 
ported for the high office of president of the United 
States—therefore 

Resolved, That we will form a political associa- 
tion, fhe object of which shall be to use every ho- 
norable exertion fo produce the election of the Old 
Commodore,” the hickory of the sea, for the follow- 
lowing reasons: 

Because, we believe bim to be eminently entit- 
led, by a long life af devotion to the publie guod, to 
the highest reward in the gift of a free nation: 

Becanse, at a time when our gallant little navy, 
during the first term of the administration of presi- 
dent Madison, would have disbanded, had it not 
been for the timely interference of com, Stewart, 
and a few kindred spirits, who valiantly swore that 
«the enemy might come as they pleased, but by 
heaven they should never come by water." 

Because the state of Pennsylvania baving never 
had a president or vice president of the United 
States, and believing its claims to be justly found- 
ed, from the fact of it being one of the Old Thir- 
teen, from its vasf resources, its immense popula- 
tion, and its steadfast adherence to democratic 
principles of the government, fhroughont the most 
trying periods of our nation’s history. 

B-cause, in selecting com. Stewart, we select a 
man who is in all respects a democrat, one who 
from early boyhood has been ardently attached to 
his country, one who has done more to maintain 
the honor and interests of our counfiy upon the 
ocean wave than any man now living, one who com- 
bines all the qualifications of a hero, patriot and 
statesinan, and one whom Pennsylvania should de- 
light fo honor. 
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Resolved, That a commitlee be appointed to pre- 
pare bye-laws for the government of this associa- 
tion. 

Resolved, That this association shall be known 
by the style and title of the “Old Iron Sides Club 
of Soulhwark, No. 1.” 

Resolved, That the democratic citizens who are 
friendly to the cause, he requested to attend an ad- 
journed meeting, to be held on Thursday evening, 
the 13th inst. at the house of H. P. Mitcbel, S. E. 
corner of German and Filth streets, at 8 o'clock, 


when an election for officers will take place. 
WM. ENGLISH, chairman. 
JoHN McCoy, 
Tuos. MANDERFIELD, 
Francis CriNTON, 
TuHomas DALY, 
Stre. B. LASSALLE, 
John W. Nesbill, : 
IM DES: secrelaries. 
* Old Ironsides Club.” 

Pursuant to adjournment of the 3d inst. there was 
a large and spirited meeting of the democratic citi- 
zens favorable to the election of commodore Charles 
Stewart to the next presidency held on Saturday 
evening, the Sth inst. at tbe head quarters of the 
club, corner of Carpenter and Sixth streets, The 
large room iu which the meeting was held was fill- 
ed to overflowing. The preamble, constitution and 
bye-laws of the club were read, unanimously adopt- 
ed and signed by all present. The lollowing reso- 
lutions were then unanimously passed, and ordered 
to be signed by the officers, and published in all the 
democratic papers. 

Resolved, That the first election of officers of this 
association, shall be held on Saturday the 15th inst. 
and that the officers then elected, shall hold their 
offices until others are elected pursuant to the 2d 
article of the constitution. 

Resolved, That up to 9 o'clock no Saturday even- 
ing, all persons who sign the constitution shall be | 


| vice presidents, 


members, and that the election for officers shall | C 


take place at that hour. 

Resolved, That this meeting adjourn ta meet at 
the same place on Saturday evening next, at half 
past seven o’clock, where all democratic citizens 
of the city and county, favorable to the object of 
the club, are respectfully invited to attend and enrol 
themselves among its members. 

G. SMITH, chairman. 

R. K. Scort, ? 

Rosert P. DESILVER, $ 

POPULAR RIGHTS AND POPULAR WILL. The 
absurd and impious doctrine, that the voice of the 
people is the voice of God, is thus disposed of by 
prolessor Henry ot the New York university: 

Itis the fundamental maxim of all political ethics 
that political rights imply political obligations: so 
much the more liberty a people enjoy, and so many 
the more rights they possess, so tnany the more are 
their duties. Yet at the present moment, notions 
of popular rights appear to me to have sprung up 
and spread over the country which are false, absurd | 
anddangerous. We have got the habit of taking for 
granted that the people have a right to do whatever 
they please to do; and that whatever they please to 
do 7s therefore right. Political nrent has thus be- 
come separated from purty, and has praetically come 
to mean nothing but mere POPULAR WILL. 

We are continually told that the sovereign power 
resides in the people. This is in its naked form 
but a Aalf-truth; and, as has been well said, a half- 
truth is otten the greatest ol lies. Tt is unquestion- 
ably true that the sovercign power, in a certain 
sense, residea in the people; but in the sense in 
which it is commonly understood it is a great and 
pernicious error. It is God's ordinance, and the 
necessity of man’s nature, that man should exist in 
sociETY. To do this he must exist as a sTATE— 
that is, a community in which justice aud social 
order are maintained. GovERNMENT is the powers 
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of the state organized, embodied, and put in action; 
and the Form of government is the particular mode 
in which the powera of the state are embodied and 
put in action. 

Hence it is clear, thal the foundation of gavern- 
ment is not in the mere, unlimited will of the peo- 
ple; and that the sovereignty of the people is not in 
mere natural right, but in duty. We are too prone 
in general to forget the great comprehensive trntb, 
that rights and obligations ever co together. There 
is scarcely such a thing in all the empire of God, 
as the ABSOLUTE right of doing what one merel 
wiLLs todo. The only absolute right in the uni- 
verse, is the right of not being wronged. In politi- 
cal affairs, neither the mere will ol a majority, nor 
even of the whole people, can make a thing right, 
or justify their action. Nothing ean be made right 
by mere willing to do it. Still; as a right which is 
to be dulifully exercised, I maintain the doctrine 


that the sovereignty is vested in the people. And 
iu the exercise of the sovereign power residing in 
them, the people of this country have organized our 
form of governmeut—and have defined and distribut- 
ed the powers of the state. They have done this 
in our CONSTITUTION, Practically therefore to all 
intents and purposes, the sovereignty, at this mo- 
ment, and so long as the constitution stands unre- 
pealed, is lodged in the cnnstitution. That is the 
SUPREME LAW Of the land; there it resides the so- 
vereign power of the nation: and it resides there 
out of the reach of the present will of a mere nume- 
rical majority. The constitution can be changed 
only under parlicular cireumstances, and by three- 
fourths of the states. 


Brue Boog. Thesubjoined table has been com- 
piled with all convenient accuracy from the Blue 
Book of 1840, and the returns of the census of 1840, 
as they have been prepared for printing at the state 
department. 

Though not exact, they will probably be found 
very near the truth, There are a large nuinber of 
officers and agents not named in the Blue Book, 
which are not ineluded. And there are a number 
— probably hundreds—named there, whose places of 
nativity are not designated. "These are not iuclud- 
ed in the table. 

The sum total does not comprise the list of post- 
masters in the United States, nor are the persons 
employed in Washington inclnded. 
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HISTORICAL REMINISCENCES. 

Naval battles and surviving naval heroes. The re- 
cent decease of commodore Stevens, has led us to 
ascertain the list of the dead and living commanders 
who shed so much lustre upon our national flag in 
the last war. War was declaredin June, 1812.— 
Peace was signed at Ghent, December 24, 1814, and 
proclaimed by the president, February 18, 1815. 
MM GE eee 


*Returns from nine counties wanting, 7 of which 
contained in 1830, 55,581. 

TReturns from five counties not included. Four of 
the live counties contain, according to the marshal's 
returns, 85,701. 

tReturns from Carter county wanting. Theamount 
of population iu 7 counties of Georgia in 1830, and that 
of four counties of Alabama, mention in this note, are 
included in the surn total. 


There were fifteen naval actions between British 
and American vessels of war. In eleven battles, 
fought by single ships, the Americans conquered; 
in tour only the British triumphed—two ot which 
were by single ships, viz: Chesapeake, of 47 guns, 
taken by the Shannon, 52; and the Argus, 16 guns, 
taken by the Pelican, 20. The other two British 
captures were two to one, and four to one against us. 

During the war, there were captured from the 
British, on the ocean, three frigatesand fifteen sloopa 
of war, and smaller ships; and on the lakes thirteen, 
several of them frigates and sloops. The whole 
number captured by the Americans were thirty-one. 
The British took from us, and destroyed at navy 
yard, but twenty-three armed vessels, viz: three 
frigates, (Chesapeake, President and Essex), twelve 
sloops and gun brigs, and eight schooners, 

Of the commanders who fought the naval battles, 
there have died— 

Decatur, who took the Macedonian, 
Bainbridge, who took the Java, 


Oct 25, 1812. 
Dec. 29, 1812. 


Lawrence, who took the Peacock, Feb. 24, 1813. 
Burrows, who took the Boxer, Sept. 5, 1813. 
Blakely, who took the Reindeer, June 28, 1814. 

Also, the Avon, Sept. 7, 1814. 


Perry, of the Lawrence; Almey, of the Snmers; 
Conklin, of the Tigress; Senati, of the Porcupine; 
and T. Holdup Stevens, of the Trippe, of com- 
modore Perry's squadron that captured the Bri- 
tish squadron of six ships on Lake Erie, 

Sept. 10, 1813. 

Macdonough, of the Saratoga, and Henley, of the 
Eagle, of commodore Macdonough's squadron 
that captured the British squadron of four vessels 
on Lake Champlain, Sept. 11, 1814. 

Allen, of tbe Argus, taken by the Pelican, 

Aug. 14, 18t3. 

The surviving naval commanders in the last war, 
who achieved victories, are— 

Isaac Hull, who took the Guerriere, Aug. 20, 1812. 

David Porter, who took the Alert, Aug. 13, 1812, 
and lought the ships Phebe and Cherub, at Val- 
paraiso, March 28, 1814. 

Jacob Jones, who took the Frolic, Oct. 18, 1812. 

Lewis Warrington, who took the Epervier, 

April 29, 1814. 

Charles Stewart, who took the two sloops Levant 
and Cyane with the Constitution, Feh. 29, 1815. 

Jesse D. Elliot, who commanded the Niagara in 
Berry victory. 

Daniel Turner, wlio commanded the Caledonia. 

Stephen Chaplin, who commanded the Scorpion. 

Stephen Cassin, of the Ticonderoga, in Macdo- 
nough’s victory. 

Of the sarviving commanders, all are post cap- 
tains except commander Champlain and captain 
Porter. 

There are many survivors still on the list of our 
gallant naval officers who were distinguished by 
bravery and conduct, in the war, under the eom- 
mand of superiors; but the above are all the survivors 
of those that had immediate commands. The ca- 
talogue presents thirteen deceased and nine living. 

[Boston Posl. 


THE NAVY. 

The rev. Charles Henry Alden, of Philadelphia, 
has been appointed a chaplain in the U.S. navy. 

Com. Charles W. Morgan; is appointed to the 
command of the Brazil station, 

The return home of the Medilerronean squadron. 
Our readers will doubtless be surprised at the sud- 
den return home of the United States squadron of 
vessels of war from the Mediterranean. So should 
we certainly have been, had we not received infor- 
mation, some days ago, that advice had been trans- 
mitted by our minister at London to the comman- 
der of that squadron, of the great excitement in Eng- 
land on the receipt of Mr Pickens? repoit, accom- 
panied by some indication that the immediate re- 
turn of that squadron to the United States was ad- 
visable, the station being one which, in the event of 
a war with Great Britain, it would be entirely un- 
safe for it to attempt to remain in. 

We have no doubt that our information on the 
subject, though unofficial, was substantially correct. 
That the circumstance of so precipitale a return of 
the squadron to port at home, leaving the immense 
commerce of the United States unprotected in the 
Mediterianean, is very much to be regretted, and is 
besides calculated to spread an unnecessary alarm 
amongst Americans abroad, elsewhere as well as in 
the Mediterranean, cannot admit of adoubt. We 
are admonished by the fact of such advice having 
been deemed necessary, how much nearer we have 
been to the point of actual hostilities with Great 
Britain than was supposed in this country; for no- 
thing certainly but an absolute conviction of the 
probability of such a conflict could have induced 
our minister af London lo take the responsibility of 
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advising the return of our ships of war 
sea. 
What a lesson onght not this to be against such 
ingsevehous aa tie repetcol Mo Peas, ll can 
si-mi and herp us it was, aud n: staraed 
either by ihe peuple or the executive of tue United 
States! What a waring aga 1 
mittees of such importance as the committee on 
foreign relations out of mere party men, having no 
idea of any policy but what is suggested by party 
feeling! We do not mean to apply this observation 
to Mr. Pickens particularly, but to the party majo- 
rity of one vote in the committee on foreign rela- 
tions which sustained him (the chairman of it) ip 
making such a report, not ouly gratuitous in itself, 
but, under the circumstances of our pending rela- 
tions with Great Britain, positively mischievous. 
The immediate consequence of the return of the 
squadron under commodore Hull will, we presume, 
be to expedite the departure of the squadron, un- 
der commodore Morris, which was understood to be 
fitting out for the purpose of relieving the squadron 
noy returned. [ Nat. Intel. 
The United States ship Cyane, Wiliiam H. Lati- 
mer, esq. commander, [rom the Mediterranean by 
the way ol the islands of Madeira, Canaries, Cape 
de Verdes, the coast of Africa and the Windward 
West India Islands, last from St. Thomas, which 
port she left on the 3d instant, was towed up to the 
navy yard at Norfolk on Monday evening by the 
United States steamer Poinsett, and exchanged 
salutes with the Penosylvania, the flag ship of com. 
Shubrick 
The exploring expedition. Capt. Lawrence of the 
ship Champion arrived at Edgartown from the 
Pacific ocean, reports the U. S. hrig Porpoise, 
capt. Ringgold, at Tahita, Jan, 26, to sal op a 
cruise the next day. The Porpoise bad visited 
many of the Fegee Tslands, and several others not 
laid down in the charts; officers and crew all well. 
The Norfolk Beacon says: The United States 
ship of the line Delaware, capt. McCauley, destin- 
ed tor the Mediterranean, dropped down ou yester- 
day to the anehorage off the naval hospital in tow 
of the U. S. steamer Poinsett. The Delaware 
moved down in beaatiful style, it being supposed 
that she went at the rate ol six miles an liour 
against a flood tide, and wind very light fram N. E. 
A man-ol- war was at anchor below Willeughby's 
Point yesterday morning, probably the Cyane, froin 
the Mediterranean. [Norfolk Beacon, May YT. 
We regret to learn. that lieut. Shrabrick, U. 8. 
navy, aceilentally shot away a part of his face while 
on a scout in the Everglades, a short titae siuce. 
[ St. Augustine News, May 11. 


We are much gratified to learn that the United 
States governinent have adopted for the use of the 
navy, captain Taylor's submarine exploring. appa- 
ratus. Three ol (hese suits of Murine armor are to 
be put on board the three first large ships of war, 
whieh leave this country—and three are to be de- 
posited at the navy yards, to be used as occasion 
may require. [ Boston Jour. 


The United States brig Dolphin, from the coast 
of Africa and last from the Cape de Verds, arriv- 
ed at Guadatoupe on the 5th of April, thence sail- 
ed for Martinque where she remained four days 
and arrived at Frederickstadt, island of Sapta Cruz, 
on the 21st ult. Thence she was to sail for Porto 
Rico and St. Thomas, and then returned to the U. 
States. 

Ten deaths in all had taken place on board the 
Dolphin—the last was John Jackson, aseamen who 
died at sea. 

On board 1 
midshipinan 
Dolphiu to t 
was supplied 
Grampus. 

The Grampus was fo remain at the Cape de Verds 
until the return of the Cyane, when she would sail 


he Grampus there had been five deaths; 
Caldwell had been transferred froiu the 
he Grampus, and his place in the former 
by midshipman McLaughlin, from the 


for the coast of Africa, and then home, via the West 


Indies. 

Tue National Intelligencer states that the frigate 
Brandywine is to return forthwith to the Mediter- 
ranean. The residne of the squadron, it ia pos- 
sible, if not probable, bas received such informa- 
tion, afier the Brandywine parted company with 
it, as to induee it to return to the Mediterranean 
station. 


Coast squadron. Some few weeks since, we 
mentioned that it was in contemplation to organize 
and put in commission a squadron for the protection 
of our coast, and we are now pleased to tearn that 
what was then only a surmise, is now about to be 
confirmed. The secretary of the navy, with a view 
to the effective detence of our large and sufficient 
naval force. A portion of the squadron will be 
stationed off the southern harbors, commencing at 
Charleston, South Carolina. Another off Noriolk 


inst constituting com- | inay be 


from that jand that immediate vicinity. Another off N. York. 


Another off Boston —and fhe last in the neighbor- 
hood of St. George’s Shoals and the Fishing Banks. 
, Ti adtition te this the West Tndia squadron is to be 
| largely increas: d, and when all these additions te 
; our present eif:ctive force shall be completed, we 
gin to think ourselves in a tolerable posture 
for any emergency. Of the necessity for this step 
none can doubt, and we trust that nothing may oc- 
cur to thwart the views of the department, for such 
iioportapt ends. As the work will doubtless be com- 
mented as soon as practicable, we may expect busy 
times at our various yards and naval depots. 
LN. Y. Sun. 


Submarine exploring apparatus. The National 
Intelligencer states that the U. 8. government liave 
adopted for the use ofthe navy, capt. Taylor's sub- 
marine exploring apparatus. 

The Fredericksburg Arena states that commo- 
dore T. Ap. C. Jones has been appointed to the 
command of the Pacifie squadron, and will hoist 
his flag on hoard the U. S. ship Independence. 


U. S. ship Constellation. A letter frora on board 
the U. S. ship Constellation, dated at Ria Janeiro, 
March 2d, states that com. Kearney, atter he took 
command of the ship, gave the men permission to 
go on shore, and that an apprentice boy hy the 
name of Moore, of Charlestown, Mass. stabbed a 
man by the name of Miller, who died of the wound 
received. [Boston Ev. Gaz. 

It is stated in the New York Express that the 
slnop of war Fairfield was put ia commission on 
Monday, and a part of her erew plaeed on board. 
She proceeds forthwith to the North river, whence 
she will proceed to sea, when her complement of 
inen shall be completed. Surgeon Samuel Mosely 
has been ordered to the Fairfield. 


RECIPROCITY OF TRADE. 
From ihe Mobile Journal of Commerce. 

The time is at hand when it will become neces- 
sary to remodel our system of duties, sa as to in- 
crease our revenues to an amount adejuate to the 
wants aud neeessities of government, or to adopt 
some other system of taxation fer its support, 1f 
deemed by the majerity more consistent with gaod 
policy, or eongenial to tho parity and permanence 
That a great differ- 
ence of opinion should exist on the subjeet, ina 
country like ours, where the mass are intelligent 
and eapable of thinking for themsely:s, and dis- 
cussing the most grave aud intricate questions of 
national poliey, is not. surprising, or to be regretted. 

It is to be hoped, when the congress of the na- 
tion shall be called upon to aet upon this impor- 
tant question, they will do so in a spirit of mutual | 
kindness and forbearanee, and that harmony and 
god feeling, divested of all local or sectional pre- 
jndiees, may characterize their preceedings; that 
they may legislate as Americans should do upon a 
question of American poliey. 

Our present system of duties will deubtless oc- 
cupy much of the time and attention of eopgress 
at its extra session; and the manner in which the 
subjeet was incidentally introduced inte the debates 
of the last session, induces the belief that 1t will be 
approachod with great caution, and no action taken 
without mature deliberation, The discussion of) 
the subject will embrace such others as have any 


ef our political institutions. 


eonnection with, or even distant bearing upon, the 
question of revenue.—finance, carrency, free trade, 
protection, reciproeity and retaliation, commerce, 
&c. Atihough, nominally, there is bet one object 
to aceamplish, (that of bringing the receipts of the 
government to an amount equivalent to its expendi- 
tures,) yet there may be said to exist four sets of 
opinions as to the best mode of doing sp. 

It ia my purpose, briefly, to notice what appear to 
me the mast flagrant errors ef opinion on the subject 
of duties, which seem to prevail to seme extent; 
though not with the expectation of doing full justice 
to a subject of such magnitude and importanee; it 
requires an abler pen than mine. The views which 
1 offer, are (hose of a merchant and not a pofilician. 

I have said that tour sets of opinions prevail iu 
congress ag tu the most expedient mode of enacting 
a revenue sefficient ta meet the expenses ol govern- 
ment. They may be classed as follows: 
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1st, The advocates of unrestricted free trade and 
direct taxation. 

2ud. The friends of free trade, except so. faras a 
duty 1s necessiry for the support of the government, 
giving a preference to articles of luxury. 

3d. The supporters of a protective system. 

Ath. ‘he advocates of reciprocative and retalia- 
tive duties. 

Though the advocates of «unrestrieted free trade" 
are few in number, their position and standing in 
the councils of their country entitle their views, 
They would 
see our ports thrown open to every species of pro- 
duction and manufacture from other nations, while 
our produets are either excladed from their ports, 
ot made to pay a heavy tribute for the support of 
theirgovernoents. ‘They would make us the abject 
dependants upon foreigners for many articles of eon- 
sumption, and give them the power fo dictate the 
price at which they will take ours. They would 
compel the poor man to pay more in proportien to 
his means, for the support of his government, than 
the rich man with his hoarded millions, who indul- 
ges in the luxuries of every clime. There need be 
no apprehension, however, that such notions of na- 
tional policy will ever obtain currency in any civi- 
lized country, until all comercial nations shall 
agree to reciprocate. 


however absurd, to a passing notice, 


"Phe second, and probably most numerous, class 
in congress are those who believe in the poliey of 
free trade, except so far as a duty ia necessary for 
the purposes of revenue, and wonld select for their 
object articles of luxury, the product of countries that 
tax eur produets heavily; and such, also, as we have 
the ability to produce ourselves, sueh as silks, wines, 
linens, &c., without wishing to interfere. with the 
principle upon which the «compromise act" was 
founded, or disturb its provisions any further than 
is necessary for revenue purposes. 


They are opposed to free trade in its extreme lite- 
ral sense but are so far its advocates, as to oppose any 
rate of duties beyond the wants of government, ot 
equivalent to those paid upon our exports to foreign 
nations, at their ports. There are many, ainong 
the advocates ef this course of policy, who believe in 
the expediency of the protective system, but feel 
themselves pledged, to consider that qnestion settled 
by the eompro..ise bill. 

Among the many who a few years since were 
strenuous ta their support of the «protective system,” 
but few re uain who so pertinaeiously adhere to 
their opinions as to openly avow and advocate them, 
aud refuse to eonsider the settlement of the question 
between the two antagonistical parties at that time, 
as binding. Whether the so called «American sya- 
tem” was one of sound policy, and caleulated to 
promote the best interests of our country, remains 
for future generations to judge; the present one has 
been too niüch agitated, prejudices for and against 
excited too deep and violent, to permit an unbisased 
decision, and the discussion of the prineiples involv- 
cd in its poliey, has been almost entirely abandoned 
by common consent, under the influence of a patri- 
ptic love of country and attachment to the union, 
alike creditable to its friends and its opponents. 

The extraordinary discrepancy between the duties 
levied by many foreign nations upon our products, 
and the rates of deties required in our ports upon 
products and manufactored articles from these na~- 
tions, has led some of our most enlightened states- 
men to advacate a system of «reciprecative apd re- 
taliative duties,” 

The term «retaliative” may grate somewhat 
harshly upon the sensitive cars of statesmen, whose 
opinions ot national wealth and political economy 
are founded vpon fine span theories; which, though 
they strike the mind as conclusive, will not stand 
the test of praetical experience. But let us en- 
quire if the exigencies of the case do not cal! for 
the adoption of such a course of policy in our com- 
mercial relations with foreign powers, as shall in- 
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duce them to extend to us the same liberality we 
have ever mauifested toward them. 

It is an axiom in political economy, that the 
wealth of a nation dependa upon its exports more 
than its imports; in other words, that it sells morc 
than it buys. If the reverse is the case, it sinks 
into poverty and bankruptcy. It has, therefore, 
been the pelicy of avery enlightened government| 
so to legislate ns to increase the onc and diminish 
the other, One means by which tliis has been ac- 
complished to a great extent, particularly by Eng- 
land and France, has been hy effecting such trea- 
tiea with other powers aa to secure the admission 
into their several kingdoms, of their products and 
manufactured goods, on the most favorable terms; 
and, af the same time, levying enormous daties 
upon the prodacts of other countries, particularly 
upon articles of juxury, which inaterially lessens | 
consumption. 

Both England and France, which maka great 
pretentiona ta «reciprocity in trade,” receive annual- 
ly at their costom houses, more than double the 
amount of duties upon their imports from abroad 
than is paid on a much lorger amount of exports 
at the custom houses of the several nations to which 
they send their productions. 

Let us contrast the position of Great Britain with 
her restrictive and probibitory policy, with the 
United States and her free trade, or «noininal duty" 
system, "Pho United Kingdom, with a population 
of 30,000,000 located upon two little islands, which 
possess no variety of climate, and a soil not capable 
of producing even its own bread stutfs, exports, en- 
nually to the amount of five hundred millions of 
dollars, exceeding its imports over $200,000,000, 
which excess goes to increase her national wealth. | 
She is the wealthiest and most powerful nation upon 
the globe. Almost every nation is her debtor, and 
she has become the centre of the financial and 
monied world. 

The United States, with a population of 14,000,- 
000, occupying an almost boundless extent of terri- 
tory, which embraces nearly every grade of climate 
between the two extremes, a fertile and productive 
soil capable of prodacing every necessary ef life, 
ond nearly až of its luxuries, exports annually onc! 
hundred million of dollars, against an import ex- 
cecding that amount, taking the average for 10 years 
past, of nearly 25 per cent per annum. She owes 
a foreign debt of nearly $250,000,000,* her citizens 
individually end collectively embarrassed, her car- 
rency unsound, confidence at home and abroad im- 
paircd, end nothing but her vast natural resources 
of soil and climate, and the physical and intellectual 
energiea of lier. people, could save her from bank- 
ruptcy aud universal poverty, This difference in 
the condition end prosperity of the two most en- 
lightened nations 11 the world, inevitably leads ma 
to the conclusion that there is somethiag wrong 1n 
our commercial policy, that the evil grows out of 
our excessive imports and limited exports, and tnat 
legislation may and should he so applied as to reine- 
dy it by diminishing the one and incrcastng the 
other, Thia may be done by the adoption of a 
system of duties which shall permit the frce intro- 
duction of foreign products into our ports, upon 
precisely tho same terms that our products are rc- 
ceived iuto theirs, If England will admit our cotton, 
tobacco, ond flour into lier ports free of duty, let us 
admit her silks and monulactured goods on the same 
condition, if she places a duty of 50 per cent, let us 
do the samo. In this way, wo can bring other 
nationa to reciprocate and act upon our free trade 
principles; but without the adoption of some auch 
course, wo may continue to toil on for the benefit of 


* While the United States from her cxcesa of im- 
ports above exports lias contracted a debt of 250.- 
000,000 in 10 yeors, the excess in the value of 
exporta from Great Britain above licr imports in the 
saine time reaches tle enormous sum of 1856 mil- 
lione of dollars. 


other nations, enriching them, and finding ourselves 
more deeply in debt every year. 

Were it possible by treaty or otherwise, for us at 
once to secure the admission of our products into all 
the ports of foreign powers upon as favorable a foot- 
ing as we receive tlicirs, I venture to assert, that in 
less than 10 years our exports would be double what 
they now are, while our imports would not increase 
50 per cent Ia support of this opinion, I will 
name two articles of production which we have the 
ability to produce to an extent almost sufficient to 
supply the entire demand of Europe, if their restric- 
tive duties upon them were reduced to tlie maxi- 
mum of ours, namely, tobacco and flour, Upon 
tobacco, which costs at New Orleans but 5 to 10c. 
per pound, the duty in England is 3. shillings ster]- 
ing, or about 75 cents (equivalent to 1000 per cent 
on its cost;) aud about the same throughout the con- 
tinent of Europe, which to a great extent interdicts 
its introdnetion and use, as it is too expensive o laxn- 
ry for the poorer classes to. indulge in; but remove 
the restriction so as to place it within the reach of 
the Isboring classes, which embrace 9-10ths of the 
whole population, and the consumption would in- 
crease 109 per cent per annum for the next 5 years, 
cause a demand that would extend ite cultivation in 
this country, enhance prices hy which the planter 
would realize a good profit, and in a few years be- 
come as large and important an item in our list of 
exports as cotton. 


Were the heavy duties on flour removed, we could 
export annually to England, the West Indies, and 
elsewhere $20,000,000 or more. 


While England charges a duty of 72 cents per 
100 lbs on cotton, $2 to $44 per bb! on our flour, 
and 3s on tobacco, we are taking from her, silks, 
linens, worsted-stuffs, &c. free of duty, amounting 
to more than $20,000,000 a year. 


In our trade with France, of pur imports, which 
are more than double our exports, more than two- 
thirds are admitted duty free, and the balance pays 
a mere nominal one of 10 to 224 per cent, while 
not an article that we export is admitted into their 
ports except at a heavy duty, our cotton paying 5 
per cent more than Egyptian, 

Similar discrepancies in the rates uf daties to 
those above pointed out, characterize our whole com- 
mercial intercourse with foreign nations. In evi 
dence of this fact, I herewith annex a table embrac- 
ing our principal exports to, and imports from 
Havana, with their value, the amount ef duties paid, 
&c. for the year 1840. 1t is proper to remark, that 
on all Spanish products, imported into the island of 
Cuba, the doty is materially less—as for example, 
flour in forcign vessels pays $54, and in Spanish 
vessels $24 per bbl, 


EXPORTS. 
|Average} Rate | Amount of 
Articles. 'Quantity.| cost. | Value. af duty) duty. 
Beef 32616ble $11 p bl] 823776] 3.14b;} $8214 24 
Batter 818qls| 20 p ql! 16360) 425q| 317615 
T.cand)’s} 80920 * | 12 do. | 107040 1199| 3737480 
pem.do. 1309 | 36 do.| 47124| 8.96qi| 11728 64 
Codfish | 28217 *| 9 do.| 56424 .98g| 27651 66 
Flour 55048bls| 5p b!| 275240|10,105!| 555984 80 
Hains ?tl3gls| 10 p qi} 21130) 3.50q! 7395 50 
Lard 36194 “| Tdo | 255355} 4.19q]| 115458 86 
Pork 366tbls 12 phi) 33965| 489b]| 17926 96 
Onions [721500* 3c, hch.| 20654| Ot 1218 00 
Potatoes | 19666b]s $1 prbl| 19666| .70b] 13766 20 
Rice — 113505gis $2: p ql) 297120| 2.10q]| 238996 80 
Soa 613 | 4° do. 2452| 3.00) 1839 00 
Nails 9792 ** do.) 48960/ t "T5ql| 15386 00 
lumber | 22446m.} 9 pr m| 190694] 6.00m] 134676 00 
Sundries 272000 71311 00 
1693976 1263405 21 
IMPORTS. 
Coffee — |17427313t|2cts.]b|2091127) free. 
Sugars 68647}!$30 hox|2059410| .t ilb| 486362 00 


1150537 $486362 00 


*Bunches—t Pounds weizht—tBoxes of 415 lbs. each. 
-$The duty on euear, under the compromise act, for 
the present year (184!) ie about 1 4-10 cents—nfier the 
firet of Jonuary, 1842, 4-5ct. per lb. at an estimated 
average of value. 


From the above table, it will be observed that on 
our exports to Havana, amounting in round nambers 
16$1,700,000, a duty is paid at that port of $1,268.- 
405, or 73 per cent, while on an import from thence 
of $4,150,000, onr governinent requires a duty of 


| $186,000, or less than 12 per cent; and after 1st 


January next, the same import will pay bat $220,- 
000, or less than 5 per cent. 


Iam aware that the friends of a «reciprocative 
and retaliative" system of duties will he met by its 
opponents with the argument that all duties are a 
tax upon the consumer to the amount levied. ‘This, 
with a certain class of statesmen who can theorise 
eloquently upon the science of commerce, discuss by 
the week abstract questions of trade finance and 
currency without knowing practically the origin 
character or use of a bill of exchange, is deemed a 
concInsive and unanswerable argument against the 


jexpediency of increasing the present rates of duty 


upon articles of luxary. To adopt it as a settled 
principle that the consumer pays the duty, is as er- 
roneons as it would be to assume that it was paid by 
the producer. No general role can be made to ap- 
ply, as the fact is eontingent upon circumstances. 
If the duty be a mere nominal one, it is paid by tha 
consainer, as the laws which regulate supply and de- 
mand are not interrupted by it; bnt if it be a heavy 
one, consumption is proportionately lessened—con- 
sequently the producer must sell at a less price that 
the falling off in consumption may be checked and 
a market kept up for his products, l'orexample, we 
can sell no flour in Cubo unless we produce it at a 
price and of a quality thet will enable it to poy a 
duty there of $10 10 and compete with Spanish 
flour which pays hut $2}. A few years since coffee 
was sahject to a daty of 23 cents per lb; the duty 
was removed, but the price did not decline, and has 
tuled as high since as before, the producer putting 
the 24 cents in his pucket, and the consumer receiv- 
ing no benefit from it. 


Let any one examine the list of our imports, end 
he will find that such articlesas are the most heavily 
taxed have steadily declined in price, particularly 
those that we have it in onr power to produce or 
manufacture ; while such as are admitted duty free 
have remained stationary, or have advanced. ‘The 
article of silk, on which there is no duty, and of 
which we imported last yeer over $200,000,000 
worth, has steadily advanced for the last ten years. 


An uiereased duty on pork imported from Canada, 
which was levied a few years since by Great Bri- 
lain, compelled the farmers on the frontier, whose 
most accessable markets were Montreal and Quebec, 
to produco or sell it at a less price than before to 
eompete with Canada and the mother country. 

Many facts may be presented which prove con- 
clusively that the producer, in all cases where the 
duty is an exorbitant one, pays a large proportion 
if not the whole of it. The consequence is that 
under our system of nominal duties and free trade, 
the prodacer of flour is made to pay an enormous 
tax for the support of the government of Cuba, the 
grower of tobacco is a tax payer tu France, England, 
&c while the duties here on the cigars from the 
one, and the wines from the other, being merely 
nominal aad insufficient to check consumption aro 
paid by the consumer, 


Tho tobacco planter, if he is a consumer of wine 
is taxed for the support not only for hia own guv- 
ernment, bat also for that of France ten timea as 
heavily as for his own. Why this should be so I 
can sec no good reason, and it is time a remedy 
were applied. 

This subject has not been taken up and discussed 
by the press so gencrally as its iinportance seema to 
demand. ‘The time is short, ere congress meets, and 
it is desirable that public opinion should be fully ex- 
pressed. A duty upon silks and wines was objec- 
ted tà last season hy certain monibers of congress, 
because, said they, «if we refuse to take theso articles 
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fram Franee, she will not buy our cotton aud tohac- 
co;” in other words, if we do not buy two dollars 


worth of her wine, Prauce will not bay one d dlar's | 


worth of eotton from us. This is a singular hind ot 
reasoning. Suppose a planter was to eome to Mu- 
bile with his erop of cotton, worth $4000, and on 
offering it for sale, he should be told that no put- 
chaser could be found, unless he would agree to 
purchase $8000 worth of merchandize, weuld he 
not laugh in the face of his infurmant? As before 
stated, we take more than twice os much from France 
as she takes from us, and pay her three times es 
much duty on our praduets, as hers pay at our ports, 
and itis perfectly rediculous, childish, to suppose 
that a duty of 20 per cent, or even 50 on her pro- 
duets would induce her to do without our cotton, an 
article she zust hive, and cannot produc: lierself, 
İf an additional duty on these articles should have 
the effect to lesson. consumption, so much tho bet- 
ter; we should be so much richer for it, in a national 
point of view; and certainly more temperate. 

Tt is a humiliating acknowledgement of vassalage 
toa foreign power, ta manifest an apprehension, 
that on increase of duty by our government on its 
produets, would induce her todo without ours.— 
Fertunately we are not dependant entirely on France 
for a market, shoul] she be disposed to punish us 
for daring to regulate our own commercial a.fairs, 

I have above stated that could the exhorbitaut du- 
ties levied by the several powers of Europe upon our 
tobacco be removed, it would soon become as impor- 
tant on item ju our list of exports as cotton. This 
fact, a slight examination intothe subjeet wiil pr.ve. 
Our exports of this artiele are about 100,000 hogs- 
heads per annuuin, valoed here at $90 per hhid, a- 
mounting to $9.00),000; the duty which it pays at 
foreign ports amounts to so:oe $30,000,000. The 
United States consumes tiree times as much tobaeco 
aa Great Britain, with less thon half the population, 
and more than England, Franee and Spain put to- 
gether. Its use throughout Europe to the same ex- 
tent as in the United States, with the improvement 
in price which would certainly follow an inercased 
demand, would soon swell the value of our e: ports 
of this article to $50,000,000, and in fess than 10 
years to $100,000,000. fn proof af the influence of 
the rate of duty upon consumption,—in 1792 the 
duty on tobaeco in England was 1s per pound, the 
consumption 1,767,000 Ibs, in 1793 and 4 the duty 
was reduced to 6d., and consumption suddenly iv- 
creased until in the latter year it reached nearly 10,- 
000,000 pounds, In 1795 and 6 the duty was in- 
creased to 8d and consuinption fell to 6,000,100 
pounds, in 1798 it was again increased to ls and 
consumtion was reduced to 4,800,000 pounds.— 
From 1860 to 1830, a space of 30 years, under a 
duty varying from 2« 2d to 4s, notwithstanding the 
increase of population, the inerease of consumption 
was bat about 300 hhds, In 1785 under a inode- 
ute rate of duty, France took from us 35,000 lilids. 
Under her existing system of monopoly and high 
duty, she takes but 6000 hhds. While France has 
been heaping onerous restrictious upon our com- 
merce, we, in our exvessive liberality, under the in- 
fluence of free trade notions, have been removing 
the nomino! duty that formerly existed on lur silks, 
wives, brandies, &c, which enables her to sell us 
$40,000,000 per annum of these luxuries, for which 
she eondescends to buy $23,000,000 per anuum of 
our cotton, &e if we will consent to pay 50 per 
cent more doty than other nations pay. 

The grower of cntton may say, he has na interest 
in forcing a market for the farmer of the west, or 
tobacco planter of Virginia, so long as he finds one 
for his staple, Sueh a conclusion could only result 
from a very superficial ond eontracted view of the 
subject. 


In addition to the interest which every American 
citizen should Secl in the general prosperity and in- 
ereased wealth of his country, which is promoted 
by large exports of ita products, the cotton planter 


has a direct individual interest not on!y. in facilita- 
ting aad encouraging a large production and expor- 
tation of tobacco, riee, sugar and. molasses, but also 
[in firmly establishing as a principle of our govern- 
ment in its commercial regulations, a system. ol 
cooutervaiing duties. ‘I'he very moment England 
finds she ean obtain a supply of cotton from her 
East India possessions, that moment she will 
place a duty on ours sutlieient to exclude it from her 
ports, or compel the planter to produce it at a price 
aa much belew the present, as will mect the duty 
levied, making the producer the payer of the tax; 


and if the experiment she is now maktog in the | 


culture of cotton in India succeed, of whieh there 
jis every prospect, that day zs nol. far distunt.— 
If however, our government shall adopt a eourse of 
policy by which forcign uations may be made to 
feel, that to retain us asa market, they must open 


their ports to our products on terms of fair and hon- i 


orable reciproeity, they will do so; as they Anow we 
are their best eustomer. It isa fair and legitimate 
proposition fora grocer to say to a dry good mer- 
ehant «buy ynor sugar fro n me or 1 cannot buy 
your silks'" and it is epually so between nations, 
aud one to which they can take no exceptions — 


creased exports is, it leads to more equal and better 
applieation. 


Carolina, the northern portion of Georgia, Alabama, 
Mississippi and Arkansas, now employed in the cul- 
ture of cotton, would be applied to its production— 


Virginia, Maryland and Kentueky, enhaneing the 
value of the slave labor throaghout the South,— 
Open a market for our sugar and malasses, or 1u- 
vrease its consumption at home by excluding fo- 
reign sugars, and that portion of our cotton lands 
south of 32° of latitude may be used in their cul- 
ture. Place a foreign silks and wi ies, half equal to 
the duty paid on products at the ports of France 
and England, and in less than 20 years there is 
searcely a plantation in the cotton growing states of 
any magnitude, that will not have a silk nursery or 
vine-yard uttaelied to it as one of its chief sources af 
profit, Every planter knows that the less cottun he 
makea the more money he gets tor it—reduce the 


supply and prices advance at once, as a general rule. 

It is of the highest impotance to the eotton planter 
that profitable channels of employ meat, other than 
tha one single staple presents, should be open to 
him, that when prices ga to a point below the cost 
of production, he may turn his attention to some. 
thing else, and. that he be not necessitated to rely 
upon a single production as his only source of in- 
come. "T'here is no one class in the country whose 
interest would be n.ore direetly promoted by the 
adoption of reciprocal and retaliative system of du- 
ties, than the cotton planter of the south. 

To show that the measures here suggested as a 
means nf relieving our commeree from the enormous 
burthens imposed upon it by foreign powers, are not 
new, or novel, I give the views of several of our 
most distinguished statesinen. 

In 1793, Mr. Jefferson, who was seeretary of 
state under general Washington, made a report to 
congress ou tue subject to the then existing restrie- 
tion on our commerce by foreign nations, in which 
lie says 

«Suel being the restrietions on the commerce and 


navigation of the United States, the question is, in 
what way they may best be removed, modified, or 
counteraeted ! 

«As to commerce two methods occur: first, hy 
friendly arrangement with the several nations with 
whom these restrictions cxist; or, second, by the 
separate aet of our legislature for countervailing 
their effects. There can be no doubt of these two, 
friendly arrangements aa the most eligible,” &c. 


: à | 
Another benefit which the cotton produeer, in cem- 
mon with every other interest isto derive from in- | 


division of the phisical foree of the country in its | 


| 
Open a inarket for our tobacco, and a 
A LEN | 
portion ef the slave labor in ‘Fennessee, North 


also profitably employment given to the slaves of | 


And, after arguing the benefits of navira 
commerce reciprocally free with ail 


Say Si 


tion and 
oations, he 


“Bat should any nation, contrary to our wishes, 
suppose it may better find its advantage by evu- 
jtinuing its system of prohibitions, duties and rc. 
i gulalions, a behoves us ta protect our citizens, 
their commerce and navigation, by counter pro- 
hibilions, duties and regulations, also. Frea 
coinmeree and navigation nre not to he given in ex- 
change for restrictions and vexations; nor are they 
likely to produce a relaxation of them." 

In another part of the same report, he says: 

«The following prineiples being founded in reci- 
proeity appear perfectly just, and to offer no eanso 
of complaint to any nation: 

«First, Wheu a nation imposes high duties on 
vur productions, or prohibits them altogether, it inay 
be proper for us to de the same by theirs,” ác. 

Prior ta this, in 1785, Mr. Jefferson presented a 
remonstrance to the Freueh government, on this 
subjeet, in which he said that the government of 
the United States would be compelled to resort to 
| countervailing duties, if the Freneh governmeot did 
not joodify the burden. It is proper here to remark 
(hat this threat had the desired efivet, the burden 
Was in part removed for n time, but subsequently 
imposed again in a more onerous and objectionable 
shape, and now exists, 


Our respectable anid distinguished representative 
to the government of Franee, general Cass, made 
persevering efforts to induce that. government to re- 
move the restrictions placed hy 
| merce, but without success. 


it upon our com- 
Some 18 months since 
he addressed a communication to the secretary of 
state on the subj. ct, in which he seems to despair of 
| Success by negotiation, and 1eeo.imends as a neces- 
sary measure refaliutive duties, 


| the annexed extract, 


as will be scen by 


«I have nothing now to add, but that the matter 
is beyond the reach of ordinary diplomatie discus- 
sion, and that its solution must depend on the mea- 
sures which the execntive and which congress may 
see proper to adopt, As long as France, in carrying 
out the restrietive system she has adopted, can. ex- 
poit ta the United States twice as much as she im- 
ports from there, withoud any fear of a change of 
measures on our purt, so long the present state of 
things will continue, exhibiting one of the most 
striking examples of inequality in the trade between 
two nations whieh is to bo f.und in the histery of 
modern commerce.” 


Mr. ‘Tyler, now president of the United States, in 
his reply to imnterogatorics propounded to him by a 
committee of Heurico county, Va., on the subjeet of 
duties says: 


«The power to lay duties is given by the consti- 
tution in express terms, ‘Phe Tight to select tho 
articles of import on whieh to levy the duties, is un- 
questionable. Every duty imposed, operates pro 
tunia asa bounty on the produetion of the s 
article at home, and it has heen eo 


ame 
nshlered a wise 
policy on the part of atr, adininistrationg so to im- 
pose the duties as to advance the prodaetiun of such 
articles as were of national i nportance, f certainly 
do not doubt the policy or expedieney of sueh a 
course. T'he duties, bowever, should be laid wah 
reference to revenue, except when they are laid to 
counteract the policy of a foreign government, and 
with a view to the regulation of trade.” 


Those who kuow Mr. Tyler, wiil not fora mo 
ment doubt, that at an carly day as president of tha 
United States, he will call the attention of congress 
to this subject, and reco.nmend a course of policy in 
accordance with bis opinions as above expressed, 


In my next J propose to consider the cfect of a 
“reciprocative and retaliative” systein of duties upon 
the currency and financial affairs of our country, 

Commences, 
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MASSACHUSETTS. r 
Worcesler district congressional election, The 
votes lur member 0) congress in the fiii congres- 


Farmington 
Glastenbury 
Gianby 


sional district were yesterday counted by the gover- | Hartland 


nor and conncil. 


'The whole number of votes was 5,362 
Necessary for a choice 2,632 
Charles Hudson had 3,099 
Isaac Davis 1,732 
Cyrus P. Grosvenor 333 
Natlianiel Wood 94 
Others 54 


It will be seen that the hon. Charles Hudson is 
elected by a majority of 836 votes. 

The Western rail road. Twenty-eight miles to 
Chester, next beyond Springfield, will be opened 
for travel next week, making (wilh 12 miles open- 
ed 4th inst. from Pittsfield onward), forty iniles in 
use since the 4th inst. Thus will the travellinz by | 
coach between Boston and Hudson city, on Hudson 
river, be reduced to 22 miles. [ Bost, Trans. | 

RHODE ISLAND. 

The lezislature of Rhode Island met at Newport 
on Wednesday last, and the government was orga- 
nized under the recent election. The hon. Henry 
Y. Cranston was nominated for re-election as spea- 
ker, bnt declined the honor, and Charles Jackson, 
esq. of Providence, was chosen. The votes were 
counted, and gov. King, lieut. gov. Dimon, and the | 
whnle whig ticket were declared elected. Gov. | 
King was absent, in consequence of the death of his | 
wile. Itis not customary in Rhode Island for the 
governor to deliver a speech or message on his in- 
auguration, or on the opeuing of the session. 

On Thursday the committee appointed to count 
(he votes for members of congress, toade the tollow- | 
ing report, which was accepted. That the whole 
nuinber of electors voting was 2,725; necessary for 
a choice 1.303; that Robert B- Cranston received 
2.516; Joseph L. Tillinghast, 2,436, and that they 
were elected. The judges of the snpreme court, 
the judges of the court of coummon pleas for Bristol 
county, the clerk aud the sheriff, were re-elected. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The annual session of the legislature commenced 
at Harford on Wednesday, the 5th instant. Hon. 
Samnel C. Selden was elected president pro fem. 
of the senate, and C. J. McCurdy, speaker of the 
house. The house adopted the principle of choos- 
ing its clerks beyond its own body, leaving the 
members nutrammeled in their representative func- 
tions by extra legislative duties. 

The message ol governor Ellsworth is a concise 
and satisfactory document. He expresses himself 
strongly in favor ota protective taiit. Of the finan- 
cial condition of the state he gives a good account. 
She owes “uo inan any thing," aud hasa school 
fund of $2,000,000, yielding an anuual income of 
$113,000. The annnal expenses of the cominon- 
wealth do not exceed $80,000. Over legislation is 
an evil under which Connecticut does not seem to 
labor, since all her public statutes, enacted during 
a perind of two bundred years, are contained in one 
volume. The militia torce is 40,000 men. 

Altogether the state appears to be in a inost en- 


viable condition. [Star. 
Election.— Official canvass. 
New London county. 
1841. 1840. 
Towns. Nicoll. Elsworth, V. B. H. 

New London 334 382 383 420 
Norwich 8395 525 493 666 
Bozrah 68 98 82 109 
Colchester 139 187 of 219 
Fast Lyme 80 98 59 139 
Franklin 87 101 89 101 
Griswold 67 151 36 176 
Groton 199 128 211 191 
Lebanon 216 196 220 217 | 
Ledyard 155 142 165 151 
Lisbon 97 99 109 111 
Ly ie E! 205 181 249 
Montville 13 165 99 193 
North Stoninglon 186 134 237 146 
Preston 176 134 100 154 
Salem 64 89 73 go | 
Stonington 143 802 202 252 | 
Waterlord 140 95 194 135 | 

EC REN — J 

2,617 3.241 3,148 4,815 

Hurtford county. 
Hartford G44 1,220 766 1,549 | 
Avon 31 129 35 150 | 
Beilin 265 290 301 366 
Bustol 156 250 186 297 
Burlingfon 91 [EN 93 141 | 
Bloomfield sy 113 100 121| 
Canton 10» — 200 — Iwt — 223, 
East Hartford 222 231 231 259 | 
East Windsor 165 350 225 433 | 


Manchester 
Marlborough 
Simsbury 
Southington 
Suffield 
Wethersfield 
Windsor 


|New Haven 


Bethany 
Branford 
Cheshire 
Derby 


| East Haven 


Guilford 
Hamden 
Madison 
Meriden 
Middlebury 
Milford 
North Branford 
North Haven 
Orange 
Oxford 
Prospect 
Southbury 
Wallingford 
Waterbury 
Woodbridge 


Fairfield 
Danbury 
Bridgeport 
Brookfield 
Darien 
Greenwich 
Huntington 
Monroe 
New Canaan 
New Fairfield 
Newtowu 
Norwalk 
Reading 
Ridgefield 
Stamtord 
Sherman 
Strattord 
Trumbull 
Weston 
Wilton 
Westport 


Brooklyn 
Aslitord 
Canterbnry 
Chaplin 
Hampton 
Killingly 
Plainfield 
Pomfret 
Sterling 
Thompson 
Voluntown 
Woodslock 


Litchfield 
Barkhamsted 
Betilem 
Canaan 
Colebrook 
Cornwall 
Goshen 
Harwinton 
Keut 

New Hartford 
New Milford 
Norfolk 
Plyinonth 
Roxbury 
Salshury 
Sharon 
Torrington 
Washington 
Watertown 
Winchester 
Woodbury 


232 
116 185 
216 186 
194 247 
99 77 
127 173 
75 52 
178 186 
152 186 
259 243 
266 296 
210 192 
3,860 — 5,194 
New Haven counly. 
625 1,215 
235 68 
148 58 
161 190 
224 27) 
72 161 
150 238 
149 100 
131 179 
184 156 
32 163 
52 315 
94 93 
147 150 
28 114 
172 155 
61 58 
136 117 
208 174 
303 393 
63 110 
3,336 4,520 
Fairfield county. 
117 247 
386 426 
218 392 
152 133 
44 94 
282 248 
135 114 
162 87 
185 185 
96 94 
210 275 
114 326 
110 154 
106 214 
167 305 
105 46 ` 
127 161 
129 142 
181 129 
74 168 
113 139 
3,282 4,079 
Windham county. 
82 150 
166 310 
91 168 
51 87 
119 97 
216 285 
169 186 
ga 168 
81 100 
177 295 
104 249 
165 275 
1,807 2,343 
Litchfield county. 
354 436 , 
101 165 
92 72 
183 189 
117 88 
154 173 
71 165 
64 143 
167 189 
76 175 
209 375 
89 145 
177 212 
116 84 
203 198 
226 280 
85 194 
144 158 
87 168 
137 170 
194 18) 
3,9311 2,996 


150 
120 
344 
222 
120 
145 

58 
198 
197 
314 
282 
244 


4,496 


B41 
167 
177 
153 
255 


273 
228 
226 
234 

87 
208 

87 
191 
200 
289 
242 
242 


6,216 


1,407 


5,100 


81 

90 
190 
410 
179 
208 
105 
199 
177 
108 
408 
114 
167 
132 
167 

73 
140 
197 
404 
113 


339 
470 
464 
347 


Tolland county. 
Tolland 118 130 129 152 
Bolton 89 64 91 13 
Coluinbia 64 57 106 63 
Coventry 152 285 166 228 
Ellington 82 134 61 152 
Hebron 112 159 140 198 
Mansfield 147 184 162 234 
Somers 218 268 243 282 
Union 65 74 18 71 
Vernon 12 188 78 220 
Wilmington 93 126 95 154 
1,372 1,734 1,509 1,991 
Middlesex counly. 
Middletown 563 499 622 638 
Chatham 302 185 359 229 
Chester 107 57 111 85 
Clinton 58 125 77 149 
Durhain 129 121 138 131 
East Haddam 182 220 210 262 
i Haddam 241 210 272 245 
Lillingworth 137 63 161 71 
Saybrook 126 287 249 346 
Westbrook 59 110 76 121 
1,903 1,879 2,275 2,276 
Recapitulation, 

Vieholl, | Ellsworlh. 

New London county 2,617 3,241 

Hartford is 3,860 5,194 

New Haven * 3,336 4,520 

Fairfield te 3,282 4,079 

Windham e 1.807 2,343 

Litehfield « 3211 3,996 

Middlesex ie 1,903 1,879 

Tolland it 1,372 1,734 

21,388 26 986 

Scattering 463——21,851 

Ellsworth's majority 5,135 

For lieutenant governor. 

Charles Hawley 26,832 


Benjamin Pinuey 21,373 


Scattering 529— 21,902 
Hawley’s majority 4,936 
For treasurer. 
Hiram Rider 26,893 
Edwin Benjamin *21,372 
Scattering 889—22,261 
Rider’s majority 4,637 
For secretary. 
Royal R. Hinman 26,867 
Robinson S. Hinman 27,323 


Scaltering 526—21,854 


R. R. Hinman'a majority 5,013 
For comptroller. 
Henry Kilbourn 26,958 
John DeWitt 21,370 
Scattering 481—21,851 
Kilbourn’s majority 5,107 
Members of congress. —Hartford county. 
Joseph T'rumhull 5,142 
Thomas H. Seymour 3,867 
Scattering 67— 3,934 
Trumbull’s majarity 1,208 
New Haven and Middlesex counties. 
Wm. W. Boardman 6,225 
Charles A. Ingersoll 5,234 
Scattering 245— 5,477 
Boardman's majority 748 
New London county. 
Thomas W. Williams 3,230 
Erastns Coit 2,565 
Scaltering 17—2,582 
Williams’ majority 648 
Fuirfield county. 
Thomas B. Osborn 4,089 
Wm. S. Pomeroy 3,269 
Scattering 18—3,287 
Osborn's majority 792 
Litchfield county. 
Trnman Smith 3,993 
John C. Smith, jr. 3,157 
Scaitering 58—3,315 
T. Sinith's majority 778 


O E 

*Four bundred and five of these votes were thrown 
out by tlie board of canvassers, the name being spelle 
wrong. As these were intended for Mr. Benjamin, 
we add thein, thus showing his correct vote. 
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Windham and Tolland counties. 


J. H. Brockway 4,121 

Chauncey F. Cleveland 3,076 

Scattering 106—3,182 
Brockway’s majority 930 


NEW YORK. 

Trade. According to Hunt’s Merchant’s Maga- 
zine, the amount of capital in the state invested 
in foreign trade, is $48,508,401. The nuaiber of 
retail dry goods, groceries and other stores in the 
state is 12,063, with a capitol of $41,481,551. 

The total number of commercial houses in the 
state of New York engaged in foreign trade is 459, 
of which 417 are in the city of New York. 

The total number of coiminission houses in the 
state of New York is 1,049, of which 918 are in the 
city of New York. 

Agriculture. The legislature of New York has 
made the jndicious appropriation of $3,000 a year 
for five years, for the promotion of agriculture and 
household manufactures in that state. tt is the 
duty of the officers of the state and county agri- 
cultural societies to regnlate and award premiums 
on such articles as are best calculated to promote 
the agricultural and household ianulactuung in- 
terests of the state giving the reward for the wost 
economical or profitable mode of competition, An 
accurate written description of the whole process 
jn raising the crop, or feeding the animal, as may 
be, is to be given by the person claiming (he re- 
ward. 

The patroon case. Every reader of the newspa- 
pers will recollect something of the controversy 
between the heirs of the late Stephen Van Rens- 
selaer and his tenants, so high was the excitement, 
and so great were the rights and interests involved 
in the question that commissioners were appointed 
by the governorol New York to investigate the 
subject and if possible to adjust the difficulties. 
The following, from the Troy Whig is the ciearest 
and the most comprehensive account of the subject 
that we have seen. 

Report of the Commissioners appointed to effect a set- 
tlement of the disputes existing between the land- 
lord and tenaats of ihe manor of Rensseluerwyck. 
Hugh Maxwell and Gary V. Sackett having been 

appointed by the governor, commissioners lor the 
above purpose, entered upon their duties during the 
last suinmer, and visited the western towns within 
the manor, where disputes between Mr. Van Rens- 
selaer and his tenants hast existed, for the purpose 
ot obtaining information necessary to a proper dis- 
charge of their duty in regard to the state, the ten- 
ants and the landlord. 

The manor of Rensselaerwyck is about twenty- 
four miles in length from Barn Island in the Hud- 
sou to the Cohoes falls, and extends east and west 
from the Hudson river each way, twenty-four miles, 
excepting an extent of land one mile wide and six- 
teen miles long on the west side of the river, and 
including the greater part of the city of Albany; 
and also exceptiug the land on which the city ol 
Troy stands and those portions of the counties of 
Albany and Rensselaer of which the fee simple has 
been surrendered. The tract which now consti- 
tutes the manor was purchased by Killian Van 
Rensselaer of the Indians during the several years 
extending from 1630 to 1637, under the sanction of 
a charter granted by the states general. After the 
conquest of the province of New York by the En- 
glish, a new charter was granted by queen Anne to 
Killian Van Rensselaer, the then patroon, in the 
year 1704. The charter conferred upon the pa- 
tioon the right to hold a court leet and court baron, 
to receive all fines, issues ans] amercements at such 
courts and at the assizes of oyer and terminer to is- 
sue Writs, distrain for rent, and exercise all other 
powers granted to lords of the manor under the En- 
glish law. 

The American revolution left the proprictor in 
the enjoyment of a fee simple in the manor, but 
stripped him of his baronial rights and privileges. 

In 1785, the manor came into the possession of 
the late Stephen Van Rensselaer who found a large 
portion of it unoccupied and unimproved. But hy 
the use of liberal and judicious measures, he had 
the gratification at the end of fifty years of his ac- 
tive life, to see the manor seltled, occupied and im- 
proved by an industrious, enterprising and intelli- 
gent population. 

The policy which the patron adopted was to grant 
perpetual teases of his land, in quantities of one 
hundred and twenty acres each, with a reservation 
to the proprietor of all mines, minerals, steams of 
water—such fire wood and timber as the proprietor 
should find necessary for building or repairing mills 
and mining operations; also the right of egress, 
way and passage, and the liberty to lay aut roads 
in any part of the land; the tenant was likewise 
bound to pay to the proprietor, a yearly rent in 
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wheat, and also to deliver annually at the manor 
house four fat fowls, and to render one day’s ser- 
vice with his wagon and horses; also to pay all taxes 
and assessments upon the land. 

| There was also reserved a certain portion of the 
consideration money upon every alienation of the 
estate, otherwise than by devise or last will and tes- 
| ament; aud there was a covenant that the tenant 
should pay such proportion of the price obtained at 
any sale. This right or claim is usually termed 
quarter sales, 

On acenunt of the indulgent disposition, how- 
ever, of the late Stephen Van Rensselaer, many of 
his tenants became remiss and negligent in the pay- 
inent of their rents, and at the time of his death, the 
rents i 
lars. 

The present patroon ol that portion of the manor 
which lies in Albany county, having urged the 
payment of these arrears upon his tenants, having, 
moreover, insisted upon the performance of certain 
| provisions of their leases onerous in themselves, 
| and inconsistent with the spirit of our institutions, 
has became involved in serious dispntes with a 
large portion of them. To settle these dispntes, 
commissioners were appointed by the governor, 
with the authority of the legislature; from whose 
report we learn that general Van Rensselaer re- 
quires the payment of all arrears to be made by 
the Ist of March next. with interest from the late 
patroon’s death; and if the whole cannot be paid 


the balance, to be paid at a reasonable time there- 
after. 

In cases of utter inability, poverty, misfortune, 
&e. the settlement of the arrears to be in conlor- 
inity with the provisions of the late patroon's will. 

If the arrears of rent are thus settled, he will re- 
lease the quarter sale on a farin for $30. 

He will consent to receive a money rent of $30 
for a farin yielding 222 bushels of wheat, one day's 
service and four fowls. 

He will release the water privileges for a reason- 
able price. 

lf all arreais of rent are paid he will release all 
his interest in any farm for $4 an acre, payable one- 
filth in hand, and the remainder in four equal annu- 
al instatments with lawin] interest to be paid annu- 
ally; to be secured by a bond and mortgage on the 
premises. 

The preceding terms are only intended to include 


Knox. 

In reply to these terms the tenants submitted the 
following proposition; that the rent in wheat be 
valued at one dollar per bushel, and all restrictions 
be taken off; and that the tenants have the privi- 
lege of purchasing the fee at a snm, at seven per 
cent. interest, which would amonnt toa given num- 
ber of bushels of wheat. 


the farms for which they pay 223 bushels ol wheat) 

321 42; or abont $3 per acre. 

In this situation do the affairs of the landlord and 
his tenants remain at present. The commissioners 
say they ‘have thonght they should best perforio 
their duty to the parties and to the public, by sus- 
pending the interference for the present, and until 
some indication shall appear of a disposition on the 
part of the landlord or that of the tenants, to recon- 
sider the terms submitted, and approximate to- 
wards those offered by the other party. "The dis- 
position manifested by a great majority of the ten- 
ants, induces us to hope that finally a settlement 
will be effected between them and the landlord. 
The interest of the landlord, as well as that of the 
tenants, will be inost advantageously secured by 
mutual concession and comprainise.” 

* NEW JERSEY. 

Census. We have heen tavored this morning by 
general Darcy, the United States marshal for (his 
district, with the following table of the corrected 
returns of the census of this state, by whichit will 
be seen that the population of N. Jersey is 374,462. 
The first returns of the depnty marshals appear to 


Difference, 17 


n arrears exceeded four hundred thousand dol- | 


by that day, an acknowledgment to be given of 


the towns of Rensselaerville, Bern, Westerloo and | 


Meaning thereby, to pay | 
lor 160 acres of land (being the sizes generally of | 


ee 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Congressional candidate. The Van Buren con- 
vention which met io: that purpose at Uniontown, 
Peusylyamia, on the 8th instant, noninated gen. 
| H. W. Beeson,as a candidate Ior congress in place 
of Enos Hook, resigned. 


Charles Ogle, meinber of congress, died on the 
| 16th inst. at his residence in Somerset, Penn. of 
consumption, 


The relief bill. We have been informed that the 
following banks have refused to accept the “relief 
bill,” viz:—Philadelphia, Commercial, North A me- 
rica, Western and Southwark. — [ Pennsylvanian. 


The revenue and improvement bill. The motives 
of the democratic members of the legislature, who 
voted, on the alternoon of the adjournment, for the 
bill, an act to provide revenne to meet the demands 
on the treasury, and Jor other purposes, having 
been most grossly impugned in the Philadelphia 
Spirit of the Times, of yesterday, (no doubt irom 
erroneous information) several of the political 
fiends of those members, who know thal they act- 
ed irom the purest motives, and with no intention 
| of abandoning the principles of their party, deem 
it proper that the reasons for their votes, which has 
been placed upon the journals of the house of re- 
presentatives, shonld be laid immediately before 
the people of Pennsylvania. ‘This course has been 
adopted without any consultation with the mem- 
bers alluded to, as they have left the seat of go- 
vernment. “Strike, but hear me,” is a motto pe- 
culiarly applicable in the present instance, and one 
which, under the peenliar circumstances of the 
case, will foreibly address itself to every patriotic 
democrat of Pennsylvania. 

Extract from the journals of the house of represen- 
tatives, Tuesday, May 4, 1841. 

Having voted in the affirmative on the final pas- 
sage of the act entitled, *an act to provide reve- 
nue to meet the demands on the treasury, and for 
other purposes,” we respectínlly ask leave to enter 
ou the journals of the honse the reasons for having 
so voted. 

It has been our anxious desire throughout the 
session to obtain the passage of such a billto meet 
the public exigencies, as would accord with the 
views oi our immediate constituents, and carry ont 
the policy which bas for many years been contend- 
eil lor by the party to which we belong. The jour- 
nals of the house will bear evidence that such has 
been our course of conduct on every till which has 
been presented this session to provide the ways and 
means to maintain the honor and credit of Penn- 
Sylvania. But being in a minority, our views and 
wishes have been Irnstrated by the power of a ina- 
jority, entertaining different opinions of public po- 
| licy from those which we have always cherished, 
In this emergency no other alternative was pre- 
sented to us, than to permit the legislature to ad- 
journ without the passage of any measure to sus- 
| tain the plighted faith of the commonwealth, and 
to prevent a portion of her citizens, to whom she ia 
indebled from being reduced to a state of beggary, 
or to vote for the bill whieh has just becoine a law. 
In adopting this latter alternative, we have not 
abandoned any of the principles npon which we 
were elected. We have been governed solely by 
our solemn convictions of publie duty. We have 
been willing in a patriatic spirit of conciliation to 
make such a compromise with our opponents on 
this floor as were jnstified by the deplorable state 
of the public treasury. The executive with whom 
itis our pride to act, had pointed out in his most 


have been remarkably accurate: 
[Newark Daily Adv. 
Bergen co. 14,379 Hunterdon, 24,789 
Hudson, 9,4153 Mercer, 21.502 
Essex, 44.621 Monmouth, 32,909 
Passsaic, 16,734 Bulington, 32,831 
Morris, 25,844 Gloucester, 25,138 
Warren, 20.366 Atlantic, 8,126 
Sussex, 21.770 Salem, 16,024 | 
Somerset, 17,455  Curnberland, 11,374 
Middlesex, 21,893 Cape May 5,324 
374,462 
Returns of the marshal’s assistants, 874,445 


excellent veto message, the ground upon which he 
was willing to ineet the majority of the legislature. 
But that majority having the power in theirown 
hands, were unwilling to relinquish it, and exhibit- 
ed their determination to reject any modification of 
ibe bill which would give it even the coloring of a 
cola rain ss: and the evidence was too clear to be 
resisted, that the question was narrowed down 
either to pass the bill for which we voted, or to 
leave the treasury bankrupt, the credit of the state 
tarnished, and a large portion of our meritorious 
fellow citizens, who had relied upon her soleinn 
faith lor the liquidation of their demands to utter 
min. In this emergency, without the numerical 
strength to adapt the bill to our views, or to the 
views of those whom we more immediately repre- 
sent, we felt it to be our duty as representatives of 
a people who have felt proud of the character 
which they have hitherto borne for private and pub- 
lic integrity, to make a temporary saciifice of many 
ol our preconceived opinions. From ihe com- 
| mencement of the present session, we have been 
{strenuously opposing the objectionable featnres of 
this bill--we have used all our energies to obtain 
one more in consonance with our own opinions— 
we have entreated the majority to meet us upon 
terms of a fair compromise—but our opposition 
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and our entreaties have been of no avail. Our op- | 
ponents, knowing their strength, seemed deterinin- 
ed to exoreise it. We thas. wi hin a fess homs af 

the fiat adjutinitaent, saw teat trie poblie credit of 
the stale must be dis! onored—the public creditors, 

both Jlo1eigu and domestic, deprived ol every pros- 

peet of ree«iving their just claims, unless this ob- | 
jectionable bill should become a law. Under these | 
circumstances, the path of public duty was plain 
io us. Sooner than see our treasury bankrupt— 
sooner than see the credit of our beloved Pennsyl- 
vania dishonored—sooner than witness the utter 
ruin which would inevitably visit the firesides of 
so inany of our domestic creditors—sooner than 
permit the war-worn veterans of the revolution to 
beg their daily bread for the want of the pensions 
whieh had been granted them as a small recom- 
pense for their glorious deeds—sooner than see our 
enlightened common school system crippled for the 
want ol funds—sooner than hear the wailings of) 
the widows and orphans who look either (o the 
justice or the bounty of the state tor their subsis- ; 
tence—sooner, in fhort, than behold the common- 
wealth become a by-word and reproach ainong the ; 
nations of the earth, we reluctantly waived our ob- 
jections to the bills and voted for it. Having done | 
so, we have only to look to the rectitude of our in- ! 
teutions, to the immediate, nay, the permanent 
consequences of the act, and to the, as yet, unsulli- 
ed honor of Pennsylvania, as justification to those 
whom we had the hanor to represent. 

H. B WRIGHT, GEORGE BOAL, 

James L. GILLIS, JoserH DovGLAsSs, 

JAMES GAMBLE, ANDREW CORTRIGHT, 

Jonn WFAVER, DANIEL SNYDER, 

Jons May, F. Lvsx, 

ALEX. HoLEMAN, GAYLORD Cuvunci. 

J.C. HORTON, 

Harrisburg, May 4, 1841. 

Business convention. The call which has been 
inade for a convention of business men, to be held 
at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, on the 25th of May, 
appears to be well responded to in various parts of 
that state. It is therefore, probable, from present 
signs, that the proposed convention will be large- 
ly attended, by the active business inen, (ol all 
branches), in the key stone state. The effect of 
this gathering will be sa far at least salutary, that 
it will tend to soften the asperities of political par- 
ty, aud to produce a Pennsylvania feeling—in like | 
manner as great meetings of the people, without | 
distinetion of party, in reference to national sub- | 
jects or events, tend to produce an American feel 
ing. All that thus t-nds, should be cultivated; for 
the error aud tendency of the day, are rather to an | 
opposite result. 

Improvements, The Philadelphia National Ga- 
zette has the following stateinent Iounded on the 
statistics furnished by the auditor general cxhibit- 
ing the expenditure and revenue of the finished 
lines of canal and rail road in the state. 

“When a mau’s living exceeds his income, he is 
generally considered in the high road to beggary. | 
A community irom like causes must experience | 
like elfeets. The state of Pennsylvania is on the 
high road to beggary. Or, what is worse she has | 
been spending more than her earnings, ani] has beg- 
ged until her story has become stale, and no sensi- 
ble person will give her a sous, ‘The precious truth 
is just revealed, aud all the public works of the 
state yield a less aggregate sum per annum under 
this present administration, than is required to use 
them and keep them in repair. In homely phrase, 
they cost moie than they come to by about half a 
inillion of dollars a year.” 

The total revenue from the state's works of in- 
ternal improvement is put down at $6,181,624 &t; 
the total expenditure to keep them in use and in 
proper repair is $6,694,206 $0—showing a dillr- | 
ence ot more than hali a million against the state. | 

The intervention of the Portage rail road on the | 
tain tine of the Pennsylvania works, interrupting 
a direct waler communication between Ptuladel- 
phis and Pittsburg, ia a great obstacle to the profit- 
able trade of. the principal canal. If the saine boat | 
starting at Pittsburg could run all the way throngh, | 
the trausportation on the canal would be open to im- 
dividnat enterprise as it is ou tlie great Erie eanal of 
New York, and the cost would be greatly reduced | 
below the rates now charged by transportation com- 
panies who are obliged to keep up large and sepa 
tate establishinents on eaeh side of the Poitaze.— 
The consequence would be that the trade of the 
west would flow from Pittsburg towards the cast | 
with a steadily increasing current, and the revenues 
of Pennsylvania finu this portion of the works 
would be greatly increased. 

The canals along the western and north branches 
of the Susquehanna had no convenient outlet until 
the completion of the tide water ceanal, which nuit. 
ed them with the Chesapeake. it way be confi- 


dently expected that the revenues from these irn- 
provements will he augmented from year to year 
fora Jong time to come. The chief eilficutty whieh 
prevents tie state af Pennsylvania fiom reaping a 
lich return. froin her system ol internal improve- 
meus is to be found in the obstruction of the AI- 
legheny ridire now crossed by the Portage rail road, 
and intirrupting a water communication between 
Pittsburg and Philadelphia [Baltimore Ame. 
Statement of the cost, revenue and expenditures of the 
several finished lines of the Pennsylvania canals 
and rail roads. 
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Importanti legal decision, ‘The Philadelphia Led- 
ger states that it was on Saturday decided by the 
judges of the distriet court, for the city and conn- 
ty of Philadelphia, in the case of Craft vs. Reiff, 
that in a case where a check drawn payable to 
bearer, and loaned by the drawer to the payer for 
his accommocation, and by the payer passed tn a 
third party, in payment of a bona fide debt, the 
holder could not recover thereon. 

Lockhart, vs. Bank of the U. States. Judge Ran- 
dall gave his opinion in this ease, on Saturday in 
the court of common pleas. 1le decided against the 
forfeiture of the bank’s charter on the ground that 
tlie same persons should hohl the notes at the time 


ol the proceeding who held them at their first pre-" 


sentation and refusal of pay ment. 
MARYLAND. 

The congressional etection look place on Monday 
the i70 instant, Of the eight representatives froin 
{his state in the last congress, five were Van Buren 
and three whigs. It is ascertained that in the en- 
suing congress there will be six whigs and two 
Van Buren representatives irom Marylaud. 

Inthe first thstrict itis yet uncertain whether 
Isaac D. Jones or T. S. Cottman is elected—both 
are whigs. No V. B. candidate. 

241 district —J. A. Pearce (whig) is elected with- 
out opposition, 


[ Penns. 


*Eutimated, though from such daia as not materially 
to vary the result from the tive amount. 
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34 district. Jas. W. Williams beats Dr. Orrick 
twa to one—both Van Buren—uo whig candidate, 

Ath distriet. J. P. Kennedy and Alex. Randall, 
esq. (Whigs) are elected over Gallagher and Mur- 
ray, (V. B.) average whig inajerity 191. 

5th district—Win. Cost Johnson, esq. re-elected 
by a large majority over col. Kimmall. No Van 
Buren candidate. 

6th distriet—John Thompson Mason, (V. B.) 
elected over E. A. Lyneh, (whig). 

7th district —Augustus R. Sollars, (whig), elect- 
ed without opposition. 

Secrelary of state. The governor has appointed 
Thomas Wright, 3d, esq. of Queen Ann’s county, 
to be secretary of state, vice James Murray, esq. re- 
signed. 

Lottery law case. Baltimore counly court. State 
of Maryland, vs. Edward P. Roberts, Einory & Co. 
and others. This being one ol a series of prosecu- 
tions, set on foot by the state lottery commissioners 
against the apellees, fur an alleged violation of the 
lottery laws of Maryland, in selling town hall lot- 
tery tickets without license, having been ably ar- 
gued by counsel, was decided by the court in favor 
of the apellees. The question involved being of 
great importance, the opinion of the court was given 
at length. It determined— 

Ist. That the town hall lottery commissioners, 
under their grant, had the undonhted right to sell 
their tickets without license. 
| 9d. That having such power, they could confer 
it upon agents, legitimately employed lor selling 
their tickets. 

3d. That the existing confracts made by them 
with those whom they authorised to sell their tickets, 
were cleaily contracts of agency within their power, 
and as such the apellees, and others sitoilarly 
situate, were not bound to take ont licenses. 


vered all the points raised in the case, and thorongh- 
ly decided them in lavor of the town hall commis- 
sioners. An end is thus put toa hitherto much 
vexed controversy. 

Counsel for the state, J. Nevett Steele, state's at- 
| tomey, Wm. Schley and J V. L. McMahon; for 
the apellees, R. Johnson and Charles F. Mayer. 

[ Baltimore Patriot. 

The Susquehanna rail road has proved itself a 
most efficient and important medium of transporta- 
tion between Baltimore and Pittsburg. We learn 
from the Commercial Journal that the five transpor- 
tation lines whose operations are conducted on this 
road and the Pennsylvania works, have conveyed 
| the following amount of merchandise and produce 

from the 16ih March to the ist instant: 
From Baltimore, tbs. 1,274,817: or tons, 637,317 
From Pittsburg, lbs. 1,922,765: or tons, 961,463 


Total, Ibs. 3,197,082 tons, 1,598,782 
This is stated to be exclusive of the trade on the 
road from other points; among which were cars be- 
longing to the Philadelphia and Hagerstown lines, 
as well as others, that have brought freight from 
the neighborhood of Hagerstown in this state. 
VIRGINIA. 

Geology. Report of the progress of the geologi- 
cal survey of the state of Virginia for the year 1840. 
By Wm. B. Rogers. professor of natural philosophy 
in the university ol Virginia. 

Virginia was one of the first states of the union 
which ordered a geological survey of her territory. 
The task was confided to the learned professor of 
natural philosophy in her university, a native of 
that state. The annual reports to the legislature 
bear ample testimony of the ability and fidelity 
with which he has discharged his important dnties. 
The operations iu the fiell will, it is stated, be 
bionglit to a close with the termination of the pre- 
sent season, and then will follow the final report, 
Which will contain accuate descriptions and deli- 
neations of the geology of the state, and present a 
coinplete and finished picture of its numerous and 
valuable mineral resources, 

If there be any opponents of the liberal policy 
which dictates enterprises of this kind, their objec- 
tions ought to be silenced hy a knowledge of the 
inexliaustible sources of national wealth which has 
been obtained through the medium of reports ol geo- 
logical explorations, A few years ago our most 
enlightened statesmen possessed but little informa- 
tion upon the subject. In 1790, Mr. Hamiiton 
made his celebrated report on manulactures. For 
upwards of twenty years afterwards that document 
was consulted tor imformaiion respecting the mino- 
ral wealth of the United States, At the time of its 
publication but lew mines of coal had been opened, 
and the value of the article not justly appreciated; 
lead was manufactured on a small scale in the south- 
western part of Virginia, and the existence of cop- 
per scarcely known. At the present day employ- 
ment fora large portion of our population is afforded 


The opinion of the court was elaborate, and eo- | 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MAY 22, 1841—STATES OF THE UNION. 


189 


by the manulacture ofsalt, ot iron, of lead, of copper, 
and other metals, and in mining coal, for domestic 
uses and tor exportation. As arts flourish and 1na- 
nutactures multiply in proportion to tbe abundance 
and couvenience of the materials from which they 
are derived, or by which they are supplied, and as 
these have an intimate connexion with mineral 
treasures, certainly that policy which leads to a de- 
velopment of those treasures must bave its founda- 
tion in troe wisdom. Nor do all the benefits accrue 
to arts aud manulactures. Agticulture is promoted 
by the discovery of mineral manures and the com- 
position of soils, a knowledge of which geology in- 
culeates. Inno brauch of industiy has more im- 
provements been made than in agricolture, since an 
acquaintance with geology has been cultivated in 
this country. 

The report which has led to these remarks is 
comprised in one hundred an thirty-(wo pages. To 
give an outline of ils contents would swell this 
communication to au unreasonable length. Those 
who wish to be intormed of its valuable details will 
resort to the report ilgelf. But there is a portion of 
it which inerits a wider circulation tliau that of a 
legislative document. ] mean ihe observations ot 
professor Rogers upon the infusorial stratum of the 
tertiary formation, which he discovered during the 
last year's investigations. Besides the novelty ot 
the organic remaius which it includes, this bed has 
a further and moch higher claim to our interest 
in a scientific point of view, from the fact of its 
composing a distinct subdivision of oor great tertiary 
formations, aud. thas of age fur anterior to that ot 
the infusorial stratum sparsely found in some of the | 
eastern states. The epoch of its forination is, pro- | 
bably, but little ditferent from that of the polir| 
scheifer of Bohemia. 

Believing that an extract from the report of pro- 


fessor Rogers will be acceptable to many of your 
readers, t now send you his general remarks upon 
tlie inlusorial stratum, which, if published by yon, | 
will be followed by another extract containing a | 
more detailed account of this interesting formation 
in connexion with its associated beds of tertiary. 
WENLOCK. 

Extract from the report. The peculiar featore of 
these tertiary beds, in view ol which I have propos- 
ed devoting to them a distiuct consideration, con- 
sists ot a very reinarkable stratum, varying from 
twelve to twenty-five teet in. thickness, composed 
almost entirely of inicioscopic fossils between the 
beds containing the eocene and those containing 
the meiocene iinpressions. 

This stratum, which will be more particularly | 
described under a subsequent head, giving no indi- 1 
cations to the naked eye, or ever under an ordinary 
iicrosenpe, of its real! conposition, was until re- | 
cently regarded hy ine as nothing mure than a clay | 
of unasually fine texture, such as i$ not onfrequent- 
ly met within the groupol tertiary strata. Nor was) 
its troe nature unfolded until, struck by ils remark- 
able lightness and its almost exclusively silicioos | 
composition, and adverting to the recent. discove- 
ries of microscopic fossils in Europe, I was led to| 
inspect it through a powerlul microscope, when £, 
foond it to be made up alinost entirely of exquisite- | 
ly minute and delicate organic remains. 

These curious relics, too minute to be descried by 
the most penetrating eye, thus accumolated in a) 
compact torm into a stratuin of great thickness, be- 
long to a class of objects which, of late years, have | 
excited much attention in Europe, from having been | 
found tn coislitnte an important portion of the mass 
of extensive beds of earth and rock, and are in fact) 
the shells and sheaths of various species of ani- | 
maculz, analogous to those which are met with in 
countless numbers in the waters ol popls and, 
marshes, and in the sea, aud which are denominat- | 
ed infusory animals. 

Until the recent researces of the cetebrated En 
RENBERG disclosed the inportant agency of these 
minute beings in the production of some of the mi- 
neral masses belonging to former geological eras, 
as observed in Eurnpe, no one had ever dreamed of 
finding whole strata, of great thickness and extent, 
literally made up of these shells and other solid ap- 

endages; yet nothing is more certainly established 
than that these reinaias form not only the priocipal 
material of the light white earth which is known 
gradually to accumulate in peat bogs aad in other 
moist situations, of the leaf Tripoli found in many: 
parts of Germany in widely extended beds of many 
feet in thickness, of the seini-opal and other dense 
products met with in these beds, and of the com- 
mon gun-fliut found in layers af nodules running 
throngh strata of chalk, but that. they compose, in 
the shape of cileareous as well as siücious shells, 
and especially Ihe former, nearly the whole sub- 
Staice of the vast strata of the chalk itself, over- 
spreading extensive districts of Europe, to a depth, 
jn many places, of several hundred feet! 


]n view ol these interesting facts, the discovery 
of the inlusory stratum above referred tn, as one ot 
the members of our series of tertiary deposites, can- 
not fail to be regarded as an iinportant additition to 
our knowledge ofthe tertiary of the conntry, aad 
has tbe greater interest at present from being the 
first example yet discovered in the United States ol 
the occurrence of infasorial remains in any but the 
most recent geological formations, [Nat. Int. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

The election for members of congress in this 
state took place on the 13th instant. The follow- 
ing are the names of the candidates with the vote 
iu the several districts at the presidential election: 


Whigs. Van Buren. 
1. *Kenneth Rayner, 3,347/Robt. H. Ballaid, 1,536 
2. Wm. W. Cherry, = 1,941, fno. R.J. Daniel, 1,720 
3. "Edward Stanly, — 2,966 | No opp. eandidate, 2,300 
4. W.H. Washington, 2,563/J. O. Watson, 2,353 
5. No ad. candidate, 2.142|*T. J. McKay, 4,239 
6. Noad. candidate, 1,490/*M. T. Hawkins, 3,018 
Wim. Russell, (app. Arch. Arrington, 
7. *Edw. Deberny, 4,870| No app. candidate, 2,553 
8. James S. Smith, — 2,879|R. M. Saunders, 3.194 
9. A. H. Shepherd, — 4,335|David S. Reid, 3,549 | 
10. Abm. Rencher, 5,533] No opp. candidate 1,954 
Jonathan Worth, 
11. D. M. Barringer, — 2.590]G. W. Caldwell — 3.558 
12. *James Graham, — 6,534|No opp. candidate, 3,093 
*T. L. Clingrnan, 
13. Lewis Williams 4 


,999 No. opp. candidate, 1,714 


Total Hariison, 46,376|Van Boren, 33,782 

(Messrs. Jesse A. Bynum ot the 2d, Charles She- 
pard of the 4th, Wm. Montgomery of the Sit, John 
Hill of the 9th, Chas. Fisher of the 10th and Henry 
W. Connor of the 11th, all V. B. retire.] 

Those marked with a * were members of the last 
congress. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 

4 national bank—aullificution. Some people have 
very large eyes—and believe other people to have 
very large ears. Nobody has ever proposed or iina- 


gined the possibility that the state would or could | 


unilidy the charter of a national bank. Bot the state 


might, and not improbably would, do the things 


following: 

1. Fist declare in the mosf solemn form that 
such charter is a violation of the constitution, and 
as such ought to be repealed. 

2. Enact that no branch of such unconstitutional 
corporation shall be established in South Carolina, 
to impoverish her citizens and turn us into a colony 
of some northern city. 

3. Enact that no bank chartered by this state shall 
receive or pay out the notes of such bauk—under 
penalty of having their own paper refused in all 
paymeuts to the treasury. We do not apprehend, 
however, that there will be any difference of opi- 
nion between the state and the banks on that point. 
South Carnlina will regulate and protect her own 
local currency, beyond doubt, leaving peaceably to 
the federal government its proper power to ‘coin 
money and regulate the value thereol and of foreign 
coins.” 

Ila national bank is chartered, its charter will he 
repealed, and in that too, South Carolina will doobt- 
less take part most cheerluily. — [ Charleston Mer. 

, GEORGIA. 

Important decision. The Augusta Chronicle states 
thal judge Andrews, of the northern circuit, (Geor- 
gia), hetd at the late term of the superior court, of 
Oglethorpe county—in a capital case—that a per- 
son could not be sworn as a witness in a court of 
justice, who did not believe in the existence ol Gad, 
the obligations of an oath, and a fulure stule of re- 
wards and punishments. He maintained with the 
supreme court of New York, that “religion is a 
subject in which every man has a right to think ac- 
cording to the dictates of bis understanding. It is 


| a solenin concern between his conscience and his 


God; with which vo liuman tribunal has a right to 
meddle. But in the development of facts, aud the 
ascertainment ol truth, bnan tribunals have a right 
to intefere. ‘They are bound to see that no man’s 


rights are impaired or taken away, but through the | 
inedium of testimony entitled to belief; and no testi- | 


mony js entitled to credit, unless delivered under 
the solemnity of an oath, which comes home to the 
conscience of the witness, and will treat a lie aris- 
ing fiom his belief, that false swearing would ex- 
pose him to punishment in the life to come. 
this great principle rest all our institutinus, and es- 


pecially the distribution of justice between men.” | 


ALABAMA. 
Criminal code, 
at the last session of the legislature, (says the 


Louisville Advertiser), make but one kind of crime | 


punishable by death, while forty dwo kinds are hell 
punishable by confinement in the penitentiary, from 
periods varying from two up to filty years. Mur- 
der in the first degree is the crime which the law 
makes punishable by death, but even tina the court 


On | 


The laws of Alabama, as revised 


can, at its option, punish by sentence of imprison- 
ment in the penitentiary lor hfe. Death in a duel 
is held to be murder in tlie second degree, and made 
punishable by confinement in the penitentiary lor 
a period ol ten years. To give, accept, or carry a 
challenge, disqualifies for holding office in the stale, 
jand is further punishable by confinement in the pe- 
|nitentiary for two years. Bribery of executive, 
legislative, or judicial officers, from two to seven 
years; steamboat racing, by which life is endanger- 
ed, lortwo years; and loss of life, or injury to the 
person by negligence or want of skill in officers of 
boats, from two to ten years. 
MISSISSIPPI. 

This state will not be represented a! fhe extra 
session of congress. Gov. McNutt has declined 
calling an extra sessian of the tegislature tor the 
purpose of appointing a period for the clection, and 
| does tut cousider hiupself authorised to order an 
| election without the intervention of the legislature. 

Law case—state of Louisiane vs. W. H. Williams. 
| This case, originating in the attempt on the part of 
[the defendant to dispose ofa number of slave con- 
| viets purchased from the state of Virginia, under a 
| pledge that they were to be shipped beyond the ter- 
| ritory of the United States, has been decided against 

the «defendant. it will be remembered that he 
| landed his slaves in Louisiana last fall, after an at- 
teinpt to lani thein at Mobile. The New Orleans 
| Picayane cf May 2d, has the following notice of the 
| trial: 

Criminal court. Before judge Canonge. The 
|state vs. W. H. Williams. "This important. soit, 
which for the third time commenced on Friday 
morning, terminated at six o'clock yesterday atter- 
| noon by a verdict of “guiity” against the defendant. 
When itis known that Williams was represented 
by connsellors Grymes and Mazorean, it will be 
presumed that nothing which legal ability conid 
effect in favor of the prisoner was left undone.— 
The atcouut involved in the issue of this trial and 
he loss of the defendant, is the jarge sum of 
313,000, viz: 


Cost of 24 slaves, at $500 each, $12,000 
The fiue for each slave, $500, 12,000 


The ainount of bonds passed to the state of 
Virginia, that he would transport the 
slaves beyond the territory of the United 
States, and now, we presume, forfeited, 


24,000 


$45,000 


| Total loss, 


LOUISIANA, 

New Orleans, April 27, 1841. Our citizens have, 
within a day or two, been surprised and shocked at 
several instances of peculation and fraud on the 
pait of certain. officers of two of our banks. [n 
the one case the book keeper of the Louisiana State 
bank is accused of having overdrawn his account 
in that institution folly eighty thousand dollars. 
His sudden disappearance led to an examination of 
the affair, when the defalcation was discovered, 
The excitement consequent upon the developiaert 
ol this delinquency had nat subsided, when a ru- 
mor prevailed (hat two of the clerks of the Bank 
of Louisiana (the Ist book keeper and receiving 
teller) had absconded, and that a deficit of some 
$75,n00 had been discovered. As the hanks in 
| question have so far published nothing explanatory 
of these alleged malversations, there may be some 
inaccuracy with regard to the amounts abstracted, 
but as respecta the lact of large deficits having been 
ascertained and of the departure of the delinquents 
i —uiost probably to Texas—there can scarcely bea 
doubt. 


The Batture case. Municipality No. 2 vs. the 
Orleans Cotton Press company. This importaat 
case was yesterday decided in the supreme court, 
four judges heing for the defendants, judge Martin 
dissenting. The result of the decision 1s, that the 
defendants are entitled to the batture now formed, 
aud all that may be formed hereafter, Theim- 
ineuse amount of property involved in this ques- 
tion, renders the decision of great importance, in- 
asmuch as it lias setlled a point which will for the 
future put at rest any question about the ownership 
of the land fronting the river, and the right to the 
alluvion, [N_O leans Bulletin, April 8. 

ARKANSAS. 

A gentleman who for some 12 or 15 years hasie- 
sided in Arkansas, recently visited this, his native 
place. His statements were somewhat coiious aud 
interesting. The village where he lives is 1,800 
(iles distant by lanl; but in coming on by the 
White Mississippi and Olio rivers, lis route was 
2,300 miles. on acconnt of their siunosities. The 
, Arkansas winters are materially shorter ant! milder 

than ours—water seldom freezing in them, The air 
in sniamer is pore aml healthy, though the heat is 
| rather debilitating; and the day is followed by ex- 
Jceedingly heavy dews. The society is grod, in- 
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cluiling physicians and members of the bar. Being 
a Presbyterian in religion, he rides 100 miles to 
commune with the church of which he is a mem- 
ber, as there is no minister of that denoinmation 
nearer. There are but three Presbyterian minis- 
ters to 100,000 souls. i " 
Of fruit, they have an excellent variety; but the 
curraut will not grow there. Sweet potatoes 
abound. As to gare, they have various kinds in 
abundance; and of wild tarkies, with the exception 
of two months ia winter, they can trap or shoot as 
many as they wish, if it bea dozena day. In the 
autumn the pigeons visit the forest to feed upon the 
acorus. In that of 1331 or '32 he heard that the 
neighboring forest was filled with them. | Early one 
morning, just at the dawn, the inhabitants were 
roused by a tremendous noise in the air, and disco- 
vered clouds of pigeons. They were about a mile 
wide, and so numerous as to fly {wo hours withont 
scarcely a break, and so dense as to obscure the 
rays of the sun, They flew so low that they could 
be killed with sticks and stones—being too much 
crowded in fact to get ont of the way. 
[Newark Daily. 


OHIO. 
Public waks. We learn that the amount of the 
loan effect by the fund commissioners has been ap- 


portioned among the public works of the state, as | 


fullows: 
Wabash and Erie canal 
Miami Extension canal 
Hocking Valley canal 
Walhonding canal 
Muskingam improvement 
Western Reserve and Maumee rnad 15,500 00 
Urbana, Troy and Greenville road 5,000 00 
Canat commerce of Cleaveland. The Herald gives 
atabular statement of property chargeable with tolls, 
which has passed through the canal trom and to 
Cleaveland, tor the month of April, from which we 
make up the annexed particulars: 
Anived at Cleaveland, during the month of April, 
1341 14,925,742 lbs. 


195,000 00 
90,000 00 
25,000 00 


Last year, same month 25,906,107 “ 
Cleared, daring last month 1,446,324 “ 
Last year, during April 1,319,430 — ** 


The first arrival of property by {he canal this 
year, was on the 17th of April—last year on the 7th 
of the same month. 

The following are the chief articles which arriv- 
ed, viz: 98,094 bushels wheat, 10,694 do. mineral 
coal, 26,56t barrels flour, 3.553 do. pork, 762 do. 
whiskey, 15,549 Ibs. butter, 106,504 do. lard, 321,832 
do. bacon, 304.234 do. iron and nails, 56,082 do. 
inerchandise, 224 cords wood. 

Among the articles cleared from Cleaveland, we 
find the following, viz: 1,05t barrels salt, 1,822 do. 
lake fish, 108,963 pounds merchandise, 40,138 do. 
furniture, 136.335 do. gypsum, 50,001 feet luinber, 
534 M. shingles. : 
MISSOURI. 

The tragedy of the night of the 17th, at St. Louis. 
For some day past, the cily authorities have been 
engaged in investigating some recent developments 
connected with the murder ol Messrs. Baker and 
Weaver, and the burning of the store of Messrs. Col- 
lier aud Pettus, and we have refrained irom giving 
any of the particulars, lest nar doing so might im- 
pede their operations. ‘The object ol secrecy being 
over, in the opinion of the officers, we feel at liberty 
to state the particulars »o lar as they have been de- 
veloped. 

A negro man named Edward H. Ennis, who has 
been fur some time past in the employ of a barber 
pamed Jolinson, on Maiket street, opposite the Na- 
tional hotel, made the di-closure. The communi- 
cations it seems, Were made to Ennis, by onevf the 
parties, that Ennis being uneasy about it, and yet 
afraid, because ol the excitement, and also of the 
murders, to tell what he knew, went an Friday last 


to Butcher, a yellow man, who resides iu Brooklyn, | 


on the opposite side of the river, aud tolit him what 
he knew, and asked liis advice. Butcher refused to 
give any advice; on Sanday he went over again aud 
wentto Allon, when Butcher communicated the 
facis to two constables who arrested Ennis, and af- 
ter taking liis statement, came here with expectation 
of catching one of the parties, (Warrick) but be 
had Itt betore their arrival. 

The circu ostances of the liorrible affair, as detail- 
ed by Ennis, are as follows: About 10 o'clock, on 
Saturday might, Ennis went from the barber shop to 
his bowding honse, kept by Leah, a free yellow wo- 
man, and Peter Charleville, a free man, on Third, 
between Market and Watuut streets. Shortly after 
he had gone to bed, a negro slave named Madison, 
caine tothe door, knocked and was admitted. Soon 
alter being admitted, Mathison exclained, *G—u—na 
the lurk,’ and on an mquiry why, he stated T 
have done inore murder to-night (han l ever did be 
fore, and have not been paid for it" and after re- 


$130,500 00 | 


125,000 00 | 
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1 marking, that there would be an alarm of fire short- 
ly, he statea in substance, that hie and three yellow 
inen, viz: James Seward, alias Sewell, Warrick 
and Brown, had gone on that night to Mr. Pettus’ 
counting room, that the door was unlocked; Madi- 
son entered alone, Mr. Baker was sitting down with 
his boots off, reading a newspaper, Madison walked 
up and presented a bank bill to him, and asked him 
il it was good, and as Baker turned to look at the 
bill he struck him over the head with a short bar ol 
iron which he had concealed under his arm; the others 
then came in, and they repeated the blows until he 
was quite dead, his skull and one side of the head 
completely mashed. After searching the body for 
keys, they rolled it up in the bed clothes and placed 
itin the bed. 

They secured the door and went to work on the 
vault to open it. Whilst at this work, Mr. Weaver 
came to the door and knocked, and called to Jesse, 
(Mr. Baker) to let him in. Some dispute ensued 
between Brown and Madison, which should kill 
Weaver; and it was insisted that Madison should as 
he killed Baker, but he refused, saying tbat he had 
done his share and would do no more. Brown open- 
ed the door and placed himsetf behind it, and as 
Weaver passed into the room, struck him over the 
head with the bar of iron; on the second blow he fell, 
and atteinpting to rise, Brown thrust a sharp iron 
through his head. Ennis, in his statement, does not 
confirin the report of the firing of the pistols, but 
says, that having heard Weaver was shot he asked 
Madison about it, and he told him that no pistol had 
been fired, and that they had no weapons but the bar 
of iron mentioned. From the statement it would 
seem that all of them had beaten Weaver. Alter 
some further effort at the vault, finding they could 
not get into it, Madison left. Warrick, Sewell and 
Brown remained a short time, then fired the house in 
five dillerent places, came out, locked the door, and 
went up the alley north from the house, and threw 
the key away. Brown took with him a gold watch 
and a blne frock, which he said he threw away for 
fear of detection. 

It seems from the statement that Enuis, on the 
morning following, was in company with all of them, 
and many of the facts he got from others besides 
Madison. Warrick and Sewell said but little about 
it. Madison had with him, on the morning follow- 
ing, the bar of iron with which the deed was execut- 
ed, and Ennis havinz learned the office it had per- 


of Leah's house. The vault was yesterday searched 
and the bar found. We understand il proves to be 
|an instrument used in opening dry goods boxes; a 
chisel on one end and claws on the other, one of the 
claws partly broken, agreeing fully with Ennis’ de- 
scription. 

There are many other minor statements—but the 
above is the substance. 
Madison appears to have been made without any 
solicitation, and without any injunction to secrecy. 

Leah and her husband confirm Ennis’ statement 
as to the time he came home, and the time Madison 
eame in. They heard tlie conversation, but not saf- 
ficiently distinct to understand it. [t may be well, 
however, to remark, as a further confirmation of En- 
nis’ statement, that yesterday Madison’s coat was 
found in the loft of Leah's house besineared with 
blood. From all that we can gather, it does not ap- 
pear that the scheine had heen long concocted, or 
that they had very well matared their plan of opera- 
tions, 

We subjoin such a description of the murderers as 
we are in possession of, and trust it may be sufficient 
if they have not been already apprehended to lead to 
their detection. 

Madison is a slave belonging to Sam. G. Blanch- 
ard ot New Orleans—has been here some time ran- 
ning at large, and if we are correctly informed, was 
sent kiere to avoid a prosecution in New Orleans. 
He is a stout, copper colored man, near six feet 
| high, about 35 years old, very bold and impudent 
jin his manner, We understand that a short time 
| since, he took a trip on his own hook, to Galena 
and Chicago, and lately returned to this city. It is 
belteved he left heie on the Wednesday lollowing 
s murder, on board the Missouri, for New Or- 
eans. 

Brown is a daik mulatto, about 5 feet, 10 inches 
hizb, about 30 years of age, and it is said resided in 
| Cincinnati, He seems to have been here a ver 
short time. He was seen on board the Goddess of 
Liberty, bound. for Cincinnati. 

James Seward alias Sewell, is a dark mulatto, 
about 3 leet 9 inches high, stout made. and a bold, 
eunning and very well educated negro. [t ia said he 
reads and writes very well; is originally from New 
York, has resided at New Albany, and during Ma- 
dison’s sojourn at Chicago was with him there. He 
ts supposed to have lelt in the steamboat Atalanta, 
for the Ohio river. 


| formed, took it and threw it into a privy in the rear 


The communication of 


Warrick was a barber, and has kept a shop for 
soine time past in this city, on Franklin avenne.— 
He is a very dark mulatto, slender made, about 5 
feet 9 or 10 inches high, aged about 26, and remar- 
kahle for a bold impudent and hanghty manner. It 
is believed that he felt on the Oinego, bonnd up the 
Missouri river, and that bis purpose was to join the 
company going to the Rocky mountains. 

Olficers have been despatched in every direction 
named, and it is reasonable to presume that they 
will be apprehended. Should they unfortunately 
lail, it is hoped that all guod citizens of every 
quarter will lend their energies to apprehend them 
and hring them to punishment. Ennis, the witness 
will remain in custody. 

It would be invidious in us to bestaw praise on 
any of the officers who have been engaged in this 
aflair. The two constables of Alton, the mayor and 
the city police, the city constables and several ci- 
tizens have spared no pains trouble or expense to 
ferret out the guilty, and we trust that they will, 
in addition to the reward offered, have that higher 
reward; the pleasure of seeing the insulted majesty 
of the law, fully atoned tor. [ St. Louis Gaz. 

The Louisville Journal of the 7th instant says— 
The captain of the steamboat Fulton informs us that 
one of the perpetrators of the late dreadful murder 
in St. Louis was recently discovered and arrested 
at Cairo on board the steamboat Atalanta. He con- 
fussed his guilt, and was put on board the Pre-emp- 
lion to be taken to St. Louis. The excitement 
against the wretch was very great, and many ex- 
pected that, on his arrival at St. Louis, he would be 
burned at the stake. It inust be confessed that the 
conduct of a St. Louis moh upon a certain olher oc- 
casion affords some ground for such a horrible ex- 
pectation. 

St. Louis. Whata change has twelve years ef- 
fected 1n the appearance of this city! we invulunia- 
rily exclaimed, as the Monson landed us at the St. 
Louis wharf a few days since. We have visited 
St. Louis olten, but never did the contrast that a 
few years has made come up so vividly belore us 
as at that time. Twelve years ago, there were but 
few goud looking buildings in the city. Now Front 
or Water street shows half a mile of substantial 
three story stone stores, filled with all sorts of mer- 
ehandise Irom all quarters of the globe. Main street 
is metamorphosed from a muddy lane, with a few 
well built but many scattered il! looking houses, to 
a well paved street, filled up on each side with well 
built aud stately-looking edifices, alios! vieing 
with Broadway itself. Here the retail merchants, 
to a great extent. vend their dry goods, and, of 
| course, itt Sach a street the smiling laces of the St, 
Lonis beauties meet you at every step. The cross 
streets have improved in the same ratio. So have 
| 3d, 4th, Sth, 6th and 7th streets, some of which, 
twelve years ago, had not even a single building to 
mark ther locality. "Twelve years ago, the First 
Presbyterian, the old and ill-shapen Catholic, and 
the Methodist, were tlie only houses of worship; 
now a new Catholic, Presbyterian, Unitarian, Me- 
thodist, Episcopal and other churches are to be 
seen, some of which are truly magnificent and 
highly ornamental to the city. Then, there were 
but few genteel hotels; now, there are qnite a num- 
ber, but the emperor of them all is the mammoth 
Planteis? house, kept in tip-top style by Stickney 
and Kuigbt. Then, the Republican was printed 
once a week on a smali sheet; we believe the Argus 
was printed at that time, weekly, and another pa- 
per, which died for want of patronage; now, the 
Republiean, Bulletin, Evening Gazette, New Era, 
Pennant, and Argus are in a flourishing condition, 
and are issued daily. The whig press seems to 
have kept more than an even pace with the other 
improvements. The Argus was the only loco foco 
paper in St. Louis twelve years ago; the Argus is 
the only loco [oco paper in St. Louis now. ‘This is 
one of those emphatic truths which are to be met 
with all over the land, showing that the people en- 
courage those papers and thase alone which advo- 
cate their interests. We might also mention the 
improvement in trade and steamboat facilities now 
compared with what they were twelve years ago, 
when the arrival of a steamboat was a great curiose 
ty; but we must forbear. instead ofa tew isolated 
and poorly-constructed boats, the levee now shows 
ʻa line of elegant and condortable steamers, crowd- 

ed together, aud extending from the foot of Market 
| street to another cross street full a mile off. St. 
Louis is now a great and beautiful city, and, from 
her position, is destined to grow and become great- 
er and more heautiful still. [ Haw&- Eye. 

MICHIGAN, 
2 Resources of a new country. The following inle- 
resting. sketch is from the Niles Republican, a pa- 
per printed at Niles, on the St. Joseph river near 
the western side of the peninsula of Michigan—in 
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the midst of a country whieh ten years since, was 
in the possession of the Indians. 

“St. Joseph country. The conntry bordering on 
the St. Joseph river, may be justly celebrated for 
its agricultural productions. The exports of the 
past year consists, arnong others, of the following 
iteins: 

52,266 bushels of wheat, 42,371 harrels of flour, 
2,568 casks of whiskey, 1,534 barrels of pork and 
lard, 298 bushels of cranberries, 20,987 pounds of 
bacon, 394 tons of castings, 249 tons of pig ion, 
470 dry hides, 226 packs of furs, 24 tons paper rags. 

“Estimated to have been sold for more than 
$300,000. Our neighbor at Goshen, talks about 
banks for the accommodation of farmers. That is 
well enough, and we do not disagree with you, but 
between us, do you not think the best bank for 
farmera is the bank of earth? More particularly 
80, when it discounts so liberally as doth the banks 
of the St. Joseph and the Eikhart? Chartered 
banka may fail—they o/ten do—büt we have the 
promise of une who cannot err, that “seed time and 
harvest,” shall never fail, but continue to the last 
generation of inan," 

. 10WA. 

Burlington, April 1. The chiels of the Sac and 
Fox tribes of Indians, with Hardfish at their head, 
assembled in this city and held a “talk” on Mon- 
day anıl Tuesday last with gov. Lucas, in relation 
to the burning of the trading house of P. Chonteau 
& Co. They deny having any knowledge that any 
of their tribe had done it inaliciously, but, on the 
contrary, aver that they believe the fire was com- 
municated to the building by incautiously erecting 
a fire within if a short lime previous to its having | 
caught fire. They, consequently, felt no disposi- 
tion to pay for the loss of property, at least until 
after a thorough investigation should take place. 

One of the most important occurrences which 
we believe to have taken place during the “talk” 
was, that they had heard that governinent had in- 
tended to buy their land fiom theim and drive ther | 
away, and that they wished to know the facts in re- | 
lalion thereto; beeause tliey were not disposed to 
make any sale or treaty until their last annuity 
should be paid and distributed among their nation. 
The goveinor replied that he had no official infor- 
mation relative to the inatter; but he was otherwise 
apprized that congress had inade an appropriation 
to defray the expenses of holding a treaty, and that 
it probably would not take place until after the pay- 
ment of the present annuity. It was not the inten- 
tien of governinent to use any coercive measures 
toward them, but to treat with them amicably, and | 
to concert sueh measures as would lead to the | 
mutual benefit of both the whites and Indians. To} 
thia the latter assentingly replied. — ( Huwk- Eye. 

FLORIDA. 

Another Indian murder. ‘The editor of the Savan- | 
nah Georgian has received by the General Taylor, 
captain Peck, the following letter, trom an esteem- | 
ed correspondent: 

Pilatica, ( E. F ) May 5, 1841. 

Dear str: The western inail, this afternoon, 
brings us the mortifying news that the war is not 
over yel. On the alternoon of the 3d inst. a citizen 
was shot near Fort Tavern, by the Indians; he was 


penetrated by balls; yesterday morning he was still 
alive, and said lie saw two of the Indians when they 
fired. The troops at Mieanopy, as soon as the news 
arrived, were instantly put in inotion, to drive these 
daring tnaranders Irom their present hannts near the 
settlements. Itis supposed this outrage was doue 
by Allecktusteenuzgee's band, who has lately re- 
{used to come into Tampa Bay or negociate—leaving 
it to be inferred he intends to be hostile. 

Fataloceurrence. The Tallehasse Sentinel of the 
30th ult. says: *We regret to state that gen. Leigh 
Reid, of this place, was shot in the street on M w- 
day morning last, by Mr. Willis Alston. He ex- 
pired in about 14 hours afterward. We forbear 
making any comments, as the affair will nndergo a 
legal investigation, Two other persons were (ac 
cidentally we presume), wounded, one severely, 
though we trust not mortally. 


ANTIQUITIES OF CENTRAL AMERICA. 
From the New York Albion. 

Atlention having of late been called to the ru- 
mored wonders of Central America, and supposi- 
tion having been raised that, throngh ibe numerous 
and astonisbing monumental treasures that lie wide- 
ly scattered about that region, the correct traces 
night be found of the manner in which this vast con- 
tinent was originally peopled, two gentleinen under- 
took the difficult task of exploring that part of Cen- 
tral America (or Guatitnala as it was formerly cailed) 
in which those monuments were most abundant, 
aud to give their observation and experience to aid 
in the solution of that interesting and very important 
problem. 


The labors and inquiries of tlie 
loriner are before the world in that agreeable and 
every way Well wiitten work called “Incidents ol 
Travel,” in which Mr. Stevens has well exhibited 
his aptitude in exploring all that is curious, in re- 
lating everything that is new or nnusual, and plac- 


ing before his readers, as in a glass, the subjects of 


his pen as though the matters were present to their 
view. 
the philosopher and tlie scholar, brings the eye of 
the artist, the profound reflection of the antiquarian, 
the just comparisons, o] the practised critic in these 
things, and much of the practical knowledge of the 
civil engineer. Of these qualities he has given abun- 
dant proof in his lectures on Palestine and Egypt in 
general, and on Jerusalem aud its environs in parti- 
cular. 

With such an union of qualifications il is happy 
for the cause of science and research that these gen- 
tlemen though of diierent and distant nations should 
be residing in the same city,—this of New York— 
when the absorbing pioblein. of Central American 
Antiquities was mooted; becanse in addition to the 


qualifications above described, they were both deep- | 


ly inspired with the spirit of enterprise, and there 


| needed not many preluninaiies in bringing the par- 
| ties to a determination to prosecute their inquiries 


in “that Jand of promise” to the exploring traveller. 
The results of their travels will be shortly publisned, 
troin the pen of Mr. Stevens, ably and extensively 
illustrated by plates from drawings made on the spot 
by Mr. Catherwood; but public curiosity being great- 
ly on the stretch here, the enterprising travellers have 
been induced to give a summary view of their la. 
bors in a short conrse of lectures; beiog an intro- 


ductory one on the subject generally, by Mr, Ste- | 


vens, and two lectures on the details as exhibited by 
the drawings, by Mr. Catherwnod. On theses we 
propose to bestow a few words of remark. 

The travellers proceeded from hence to the bay 
of Honduras, and, upon landing, their first. halting 
place in the way cf their task was Copan, the ruins 
in the vicinity of which were both extensive and 
magnificent. Mr. Catherwood on Wednesday even- 
ing exhibited a drawing of a tevople at Copan which 


|seems tobave been upon an extensive scale, one 


[ronl of il being iu length about 230 feet, and its 
side face about 180 feet. The interior of the tem- 
ple is laid out with all the skill and regard 1o con- 
venience, of the most practised architect, and the 
exterior presenting an elaboration of ornament as 
well as a refinement in sculpture, which altogether 
astonislied the travellers, as in lact so did the draw- 
ing astonish those belore whom it was placed at the 
lecture. There were many single columns most ela- 
borately wronght, the work was deeply cut, and all 
in masterly style Mr. Catherwood, in pointing 
out these remaikable specimens, of course stated 


somewhat concerning the most probable conjectures; | 


of which, anon. 

From Copan the travellers proceeded lo Kuirigni, 
where they found many tnonnments chiefly of the 
same character as those at Copan, only the latter 
were much longer than those which were first visit- 
ed Fron thence they proceeded to Santa Cruz 
del Cuiche, to Gaequetenango, to Oeosingo, lo Pa- 
lengue and to Uxmal. The whole forming a cir- 
cuit of neatly three thousand miles in perimeter, and 
the greater part of which was thickly studed with 
extensive ruins, all of which were perlectly analo- 
gous to each other, although the variations in extent, 
ornament, &c. were numerous. They were all 
evidently the labors of a people ola common origin, 
of apparently the same political, religions and social 
principles, of the same habits and association of 
ideas, and certainly far advanced in civilization and 
refinement. Jnnumerable square columns or obe- 


Mr. Catherwood also, to the researches of 


An erroneous notion has got abroad, that these 
antiquities in the colossal magnitude of their parts 
throw these of Thebes, Luxor and other Egyptian 
| monuments into the shade, and that the latter may 
| now “hide their diminished heads;” it is believed 
also that in architectural elegance as well as in ex- 
tent these American remains lar exceed those of 
Baibec, Palinyra or even ancient Babylon itself, 
These surinises receive no countenance from the 
accounts given by Messrs. Stevens and Catherwood. 
The extent of the American monuments has rather 
regard to them as one mass promiscuonsly and 
almost every where spread within a circumference 
of three thousand miles, than to the extent or mag- 
nitude of any one specimen or set of rvins; and 
nothing but either a complete misunderstanding 
of the true details, or an intense love of the mar- 
vellous can have bronght about those false compa- 
risons. 

But the most important point lo be ascertained is 
that of referring these monuments truly to any of 
those in the old world. At a first glance at some 
ol the more colossal figures, their costuines and tbeir 
grouping, there was for the moment a similarity to 
those of ancient Egypt, bnt the practised eyes of our 
tiavellers soon corrected the momentary error of 
their thoughts. There was not one ol those mon- 
strous heads which so essentially belong to Egyp- 
tian mythology, religious rites, and occult writings; 
the proportions of the figures were in every respect 
better in those before them, and no where did they 
lind that inherent regard for great magnitude or pe- 
culiar position in the statuary and sculpture. The 
hieroglyphics too, though liberally scattered and 
everywhere homogeneous, were allozether different 
from those upon the Egyptian monuments. From 
the intricacy of their designs and from many gro- 
tesque subjects of their sculpture, these monuments 
iniglit be referred to a more oriental sonree than that 
of Egypt; and the similarity seems to increase, 
the farther they are relerred to the eastward. China 
and Japan present many of the images and groups 
whieh are found on these monuments; and, al- 
though with much that is grotesque in the latler, 
there is much also that 18 beautilul and symme- 
| trically eorrect, while in China and Japan, par- 
ticularly the latter, the monstious prevails in an 
exorbitant degree, there is really much that is com- 
mon to the east of Asia and to the west of Ame- 
rica. 

With data like these before us then, can there be 
much difficulty in fortifying that most received hy- 
pothesis, that America was first peopled froin the 
eastern part of Asia, the passage being made across 
Behring's straits? This is not a matter at present 
| to be insisted on, although the belief receives con- 
| siderable aid from the rircumstances here bronght 
to hzht. What another Champollion may effeet 
for the world, by decyphering the yet h dden writ- 
ings on these monnments it is not for us ta sur- 
mise, bat we doubt not that they could settle the 
| question. 

In the meantime where is the difficulty in assum- 
iog the theory that mankine, continually radiating 
| fio. the priroitive seats of first creation, and con- 
‘tinually advancing beyond previons confines, should 
gradually arrive at (he western shores of the Packe, 
should people the islands there, should cross the 
| narrow, —so narrow that at midway both shores may 
lbe seen from the same position,—should travel 
southward and give a human population to this cou- 
tinen? |t may be sail that the ludian of North 
America exhibits no analogy with the Japanese; 
but we think this to be a confirmation of the hypo- 
thesis just stated. We know, in the history of early 
Asia, that swarm follows swarin; now the migration 
of the first might in time induce a second; for first 
arrivirg in the warin latitudes where our scene is 


lisks of stone were found in the course of theirin- | placed might easily be supposed to degenerate, 


vestigations, all of which were carved on every side 
with either heiroglyphics, or with figures of ani- 
mals or human beings; the former in all probobi- 
lity containing Jegends which, if they could be de- 
cyphered would go far to explain the history of the 
people who had thus executed them; and the latter 
executed with such regarn to the due proportions of 
figure as actually to astonish the travellers who had 
not the inost remote expectation to find any branch 
of the fine arts in so forward astate, What added 


to their astonishment was the fact that all these | 


monuments were found in the deepest recessea of 
forests of gigantic and closely planted trees; a proof 
of their antiquity altogether irrelragible, as it musi 
have required centuries to bring such trees to their 
maturity aod enorinous growth, and it must have 
been after these cities were ruined and gone to 
desolation that the forest was perinitted to take 
roat in their precincts at all. These consideia- 
tions, unaided by aoy other, inust carry the mind 


throngh the plenty and its consequent indolence., 
| The second might exterminate the first, or still more 
likely drive them farther south beyond the Isthmus, 
destroy their inonuments,—those monuments which 
are now the ohjects of wonder and inquiry, —and 
| take possession of their land. ‘But why not the 
|second degenerate like the first?? it may be said. 
|For the plain reason that none can continue un- 
molested in those primitive abodes like the pri- 
| nitive inhabitants; successive swarms might come 
over, and all parties thus be compelled to keep on 
the alert, 

We understand the book isin a state of great for- 
wardness, and will presently appear. It is a work 
that wall coromand an immense ciiculation, and we 
shall avail ourselves of the earliest opportunity to 
examine and notice it in the manner it shall appear 
|to deserve. Inthe meanwhile great thanks are due 

tothe enterprising gentlemen v ho have shed so much 
Hight on the subject. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

FonrriGw NEws—By the Caledonia at Boston. 
The steam ship Caledenia, capt. McKellan, arrived 
at the Beston wharf on Wednesday morning last, in 
fourteen and a half days trom Liverpool, whence 
she sailed on the 4th inst. We give below an ab- 
stract of the most interesting items. . 

No intellizeuce of the President steam sbip had 
been received, and all hope of her satety seems to be 
abandoned, She cost £80,000, and was insured en 
leaving Liverpool $60,000. f 

A large meeting of Ainerican residents was held 
in Liverpool on the 30th ult. in relation to the death 
of president Harrison. Francis B. Ogden, of New 
York, presided. A series of apprepriate resolu- 
tions were passed. 

England. The ministry sustained a 
the Trish voters bill on the 27th April. 
lawa is to undergo a speedy revision. 

The health of prince Albert is stated te be very 
poer. The duke of Wellington, as a grandee of | 
Spain, invested him on the Ist of April with the 
insignia of the order of the golden fleece. 

Major gen. sir John Harvey has been made go- 
vernor of Newfoundland. The British fands are | 
heavy. But little business doing in the commercial 
market. The tea trade, however is brisk. 

Colton has declined 1 8 to 1-4—demand limited, 
The Great Western railway terminus, Biistol, has 
Leen destroyed by fire—loss estimated at from 18 
te £20,000. 

Serieus disturbances have broken out in Ireland. 

France. The king end queen of the Belgians 
arived at Paris on the 30th ult. The ministerial 
revolution which took place in Constantinople re- 
cently is considered a triumph of the French govern- 


defeat on 
The corn 


ment. The works of the fortifications of Paris have 
been commenced. 


Spain. Jn this country the regency question is | 
slill unsettled. 


——_— 


CHRONICLE. . 
Anes. Interesting statistics. The standing armies 
of Europe bear a praportion to. the population of their 
respective populations of the kingdoms and states as 
follows, abstracted from a late work on the subject: 


England 1 soldier to every 110 of its population. | 
France l do. to do 110 o. 
Austria 1 doe. te de. 100 do. 
Russia 1 do. to do. 90 do. 
Davaria 1 do. to do 69 do. 
Prussia 1 de. to do. 63 do. 
Pulaod 1 de. to de. 60 do. 
Wircemburg ł do. te do. 59 do. 
Sweden l de. te de. 53 do. 
Danmak 1 do. to de. 57 de. 
The Roman 

RENE ? 1 do. to do. 300 do. 
Tuscany 1 do. to do. 300 do. 


Ti may he well te add that the proportion of the U. 
States army to its popalation is 1 to 1,600. 

In China, according to the latest and most accurate 
accounts, the population exceeds 360,000,000, and the 
army is rated at 700,009, making a ratto of 1 soldier to 
every 5t4 persons. [New York Times. 


Bani or tne U. S. or PzxssyrLvaxm. "The Penn- 
sylvanian of the 17th inst. says—' Phe. adjourned meet: | 
ing from the 3d instant was held at the banking house 
yesterday, and was fully attended. A report was made 
by Mr. Lippiacott, closing with a resolution, which 
was adopted, accepting of the provisiuns of the “relef | 
bill,” aud agreeing to come under any laws which may | 
hercafter he passed for the regulation of banks. À re- | 
solution offered by Mr Randall was also adopted, 
authorising the board of directors to give public nautice, 
uccordiug to law, of an application to the legislature for | 
a reduction of capital and a change of name of the in- 
slitution, and another, authorising the directors to ex- 
ercise their discretion as to the time and manner of 
pledging certain assets for the payment of the circula- 
tion and deposites al the hank. A preamble and re- 
solutions offered by Mr. Duane were adopted, con- 
demning in the strongest terms, the management of 
the bank under its former administration. 


BANK Nores. An expeiment was yesterday made by 
nn English ventleman, on the notes of ene of our city 
banks, in the presence of the afficers, and of ey 
citizens, by which he demunstrated his ability te cl 
face totally and without leaving a solitary trace, every 
ink mark exinting on the faee of the notes, Theim- 
pressions made by the ink were removed, by the fea- 
thers point ofa quill imbued with some chemical pre- 

ranon compounded by the yventlemso in question. 
Me thus established with’ perfect eme that certificates 
of deposite and other bank docupients in writing can 
be altered for purposca of counter(viting., Aher this 
experiment, he wrae a few lines on a piece of ordinary 
writing paper, and sent it to the most experienced che- 
mist in the city, declaring that it was impossible to re- 
move it. 

We understand ho bas offered to vend, his secret to 
the various banking institu'io isin the citv, at a ron- 
gonahlerate. We likewise learn that the same gentle- 
man has made known his discevery to the Bank of 
England. [New Orleans Ree 


A NATIONAL BANK. The Washingten correspondent 
of the Charleston Courier says—"The secretary of the 
treasury has preparcd a plan fer a natienal bank, which 
he intends to lay before congress in his report, at the 
commencement of the coming session. 1a its main 
features it will resemble the late bank, but will be sur- 
roanded with such checks, guards and restrictions, as 
experience has indicated as useful or necessary. He | 
will propese a capital of thirty-five millions. He has 
not determined, it is said, upon the lecality of the mo- 
ther bank.” 


Corton. At Charleston last week 1,465 bales of 
Upland sold at 9a11ic.; Sea Island 21a56c. Stock, 
4,220 Upland, 12,521 Sea Island. 

Mobile, May 8. The sales since Wednesday morn- 
ing umeunt to 2,000 or 2,500 bales. "Phe rates have 
been sumewhat irregular; yesterday Hall te. were the 
current prices for fair cotton; to-day 115 fall up. Ueld- 
ers have manifested much anxiety throaghout the week 
to sell, but generally refuse the concessions demanded 
by purchasers. 

New Orleans, May 8. The markets have been unu- 
sually dall during all the week. Cotton—The sales 
were 8,200 bales;on qualities of middling fair and 
above have been established a slight advance, owing 
to their scarcity. Business this season will close at 
least one month earlier than nsual. Liverpool classifi- 
cation—ord. 91392, mid. 10a101; mid. fair 1030103; fair 
1155 fully fair 115; good fair 122125; good and fine 135; 
faney crops 14; N. Alabama and ‘Tennessee 9al05. 

The New Orleans chamber of commerce has ap- 
pointed a committee to endeavor to procure. an altera- 
tion in the period for making up the annual statement 
of the cetton and sugar crops. The 3lst of August is 
recommended, instead of the Ist October. 


CoNGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS. Tennessee, 1st district— 
Thos. D. Arnold (whig) is elected without opposition. 

9d district—Abm. McClellan (V. B.) re-elected. 

3d district—Joseph L. Williams (whig) re-elected 
without opposition. 

"th distnct—Robt. L. Caruthers (whig) elected by a | 
large majority. 

No other district heard trom. 

North Corolina. Reports say that the whigs have 
gainéd two or three representatives at the recent elec- | 
tion. 

Indiana. From the fifth congressional district (late- 
ly represented by Mr. Rariden), Andrew Kennedy | 
(V. B.) iselected. This is the strongest. whig district 
in the state, and the whigs defeated themselves by 
running two candidates instead of one. Whig repre- 
sentatives are elected from all the other districts of the 
state. 


THE coar TRADE. The Miners’ Journal says: The 
Shamokin coal trade commenced en the 25th ult. by 
the transportation of coal over the western portion ef | 
the Danville and Pottsville rail road to Sunbury. <A | 
large increase of ceal will be mined at Shamokin this 
season, nearly al! of which will be required at Danville | 
aod the surrounding towns, to supply the iron werks 
in that quarter. 

The water was let inte the Delaware and Hudson | 
canal on the 26th ultimo, and the transportation of 
coal from the Lackawana region commenced this 
week. This region will furnish this seasun a supply of 
from 150 to 170,000 tens, 

Very little if. any coal will be shipped from the Le- 
high region before the middle oS 'The supply 
will he regulated in a great measure by the time they 
cemmence business. 

The Schuylkill coal trade will commence about the 
Viib inst. The supply from this region will be influ- 
enced ina measure by the demand in the early part of 
the shipping seasen, and the prices Bliainad for the | 
article. The great prostration of the coal trade for the 
lasttwe years, has crippled the resources of our cel- 
liers to an almost ruinous extent; and it is certain that 
without they obtain fair remunerating prices fer their 
coal in the carly part of the season, a full supply ef coal 
cannet be expected. 


Deatus during last week—at Philadelphia 130, of 
which 48 were under two years of age, aud 17 of con- 
sumption. At Baltimore 44, of which 19 were under 
two years of age, 7 Irce colored and 4 slaves, nine died 
of consumption. 

Frour at New York is down to $4 50394 625—a 
large supply arriving trom the west. At Baltunore 
wagon pice $t 27224 50; city mills $4 75. Thein- 
spections of the week 11,412 bbls. and 306 half bbls. 


Fires At Toronto, U. C. ahout twenty-five dwel- 
ling houses were destroved hy fire a few days since— 
loss estimated at £15,000. 

At New Orleans, Oxden’s cotton. press, Magazine 
street, with 350 bales cotton—loss estimated at $15,000. 


LvwrER. The steamboat Relief, captain Sannen 
arrived fram Port Deposite, having in tow a raft con- 
taining five milhons feet of lumber, consigned to colo- 
nel Weatherby, and others, Baltimore is the natural 
port for the products of the Susquehanna valley, and 
it onlv requires a small amount of enterprise to make 
our market one of the first in. the country, fur many 
articles of indispensable use. Amione the products of 
this rent valley. none is more valuable than the lum- 
ber, of varions kinds and qualities, which fluat down 
the Susquehanna, and the knowledge that such im- 
mense quantities, as is indicated by the above, reach 
Baltimore, will tend to bring purchasers "all along 
ehore.” [ Balt. Sun. 


CLE. 
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Maur. The following is a return of the quantity of 
malt used in distilleries, fur the years 1839 and 1840, in 
England, Scotland and Ireland: 


1839, 1840, 
Bushels, Bushels. 
England 237.072 238.163 
Scotland 3,321,754 2,312,619 
lreland 664,516 486,240 
Total 4,223,242 4,037,122 


Tt will be seen from the above, that while there has 
been a slight increase in the quantity of malt used in 
the distilleriesin England during the last year, and only 
a very slight decrease in Scotland, the falling off in 
Ireland has amounted to. nearly one-third. So much 
for the labora of Father Matthew. 


MITCHELL, THE FORGER. Officer Bowyer received 
governor Seward’s requisition en lord Sydenham, and 
preceeded to Montreal. Captain Comeau «f the Mon- 
treal pelice accompanied Mr. Bewyer to Burlington, 
and as soon as they reached the American waters for- 
mally surrendered the prisoner in the name of her Bri- 
tannic majesty. Mitchell is said to be perlectly calleus 
and te avow his determination to plead guilty of the 
crimes with which heis charged. He isio the N. York 
prison. 

Sv. Lours TRAGEDY. All four of the persons accus- 
ed of the atrocious crime of murder and arsen per- 
petrated on the 17th April, have becn arrested—three 
of them had reached St. Louis in irons, and Madison, 
their leader, was on his way on the 5th inst. strictly 
ganrded. 


"ScgeoLMASTERS ABROAD." The Boston Journal of 
Monday says: The three Normal schools in this state, 
will send out during the present year, over one hun- 
dred aud fifty teachers— more orouehly prepared, 
unquestionably, than any equal number have ever 
been before at any one time. 


THE STEAMER. The steamer Britannia, capt. Cle- 
land, left Boston on the 16th inst. at 3 o'clock fer Hali- 
fax and Liverpool. She had eighty-three passengers; 
and twenty whe wished to go out in her, says the Bos- 
ten Transcript, were unable to obtnin berths. they hav- 
ing all been previeusly taken up. Only four of the 
passengers vill stop at Halifax, where she will take in 
thirty additional. Two steamers nre now on the 
ocean, heading for the United States. The Boston 
steamer, now thirteen days out will arrive this week, 
Rd British Queen a week from port—the next 
week. 


SLAYERS CAPTURED. À letter received at New Bed- 
ford, fram IH. Carroll, esq. U. S. consul at St. Helena, 
dated March 26, 1841, states that five Portuguese 
slavers had just been brought in at St. Helena, bav- 
ing been captured on the west coast of Africa, hy the 
British naval force on that station, with upwards of 
one thousand slaves on board. The slaves had heen 
landed at St. Helena, and remained of course subject 
ta the orders of the British government. 


Srocxs. At N. York, May 17, $100,000 N. York 
state 5!; at 20 years sold at par. Indiana sterling 
bend 55} to 53. {Illinois 1570 at 55. Bank of U. S. 
shares $18. 


Sreae. A draft on the sub-treasurer of one of the 
sub-trensurers, in the city. for $20,000, was presented 
pena from a bank in Wall street, with a particu- 
ur request that it might be paid in. bank notes. But 
the sub-treasnrer had more silver than paper at his 
command, and the bank was conipelled to receive the 
amount in specie. LN. Y. Com. Adv. 


Tra. New York auction sales, Moy 17. 6 montlis— 
Gunpowder—94 half chests at 473045; 494 12 and 
13lb. boxes at 56; 280 6lb. boxes withdrawn. Impe- 
rial—24 12lb. boxes 554; 476 do and 1.061 6ib with- 
drawn. ilyson—498 Mlb. boxes at 513a49; 300 5lb. 
boxes withdrawn. Young Hysen—25 13lb. bexes at 
58; 85 do. withdrawn; 25 de. at 495; 675 de. with- 
drawn. Congo—10 half chests 344; 90 do. and 100 
chests withdrawn. 


'TogAcco. The Hannibal Journal says that north- 
ern Missouri may safely challenge any other part of 
the United States in producing the article of tobacce 
and hemp. It is beheved that 1,000 te 1,500 hogs- 
heads of tobacco will be shipped at St. Louis alone 
the coming season. 

New Orleans, May 8. Our tobacco market remains 
without any matenal alteration. We estimate the 
quantity actually on sale at 4,500 to 5,900 hhds. Bales 
of the week are upwards uf 1,000 hhds at very steady 
prices. 

WEATHER AND cRors. The St. Louis Republican 
of the 4 h inst. says: Tne weather continues cold, and 
the air raw and ehilly — It is supposed that heavy raina 
must have fallen to the north of this. The river is 
hgh, and for a day or se past has been at a stand, 
having risen ahout twe feet the day or two previous. 

The Newark (Ohio) Advertiser of the Sth instant, 
says: The season so far has heen unprepitiaus to tho 
planters. Not an acre of corn has yet heen planted in 
ihis neighborhood, that we know of, and. very little 
ntonzhing done. Fires are yet kept up, and this is tho 

th of May. The prospect is indeed gloomy for the 
farmers; but they sheuld not forget the promise, that 
“there shall alwavs be seed time and harvest.” The 
fruit holds on well, we believe. 


Waear. At Baltimore, Maryland white is quntcd 
at 95 to $1 05; red 85295. 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

The really important intelligence by the arrival 
of the Caladenia at New York, on the 19th inst. 
is the annauciation, by the British ministry, of a 
purpose to bring in a bill to abolish the corn law 
inonopoly. 

This measure was impuied, by the opposition, to 
the defeat of ministers on tbe Irish registiation bill. 
From whatever cause, it is cue in which these U. 
Stales and all grain growing countries have a deep 
interest. 

In answer to a question as to what shape the corn 
law repeal would take, lord John Russell said “ft 
was usually inconveutent to state the outline of the 
measure belore there should be an opportunity af 
stating the reasons for it; but he had bere nu hesita- 
tion Ib saying generally that the principle om which 
he intended tu proceed was that ol moderate fixed | 
duty; and tie shouid propose it asa government mea- 
sure, on which the cabinet was uuited. With re- 
spect to commerce, it was the opinion of ministers 
not only that liberal priuciples were abstractly the 
true oues, but that the present crisis especially re- 
quired their practical application." 

‘The agricultural ana tory interest will doubtless 
oppose this measure, but the middling classes aud 
manufacturing iuterest will be ia its favor, 

Every thing for loieign countries depends upon 
ihe ratio of duties that may be established, 

There is a great deficieucy in the budgel. The 
chaneellor of the exchequer, 1n opening the matter 
to the house of commous, said the deficiency of the 
year was 4 1,810,000; the next year’s expeuditure 
would exceed £50,000,000; while the revenue 
would not reach over £48,310,000, leaving a de- 
ficiency of £2,410,000. The actual perinanent de- 
ficiency, however, would not be aver £ 1,700,000 
some of the expenditures being extraordinary, In 
order ta provide for this deficiency, be proposed al- 
teratious on tlie duties on timber and sugar. 

The duty on colonial timber was 10s. per loa‘; 
on Baltic 553. being a protecting duty oL 450 per 
cent. He proposed tu reduce the Baluc duty to 
6Us. and iaise the colonial duty to 20s, In couso- 
hance witli au intention formerly aunounced by lord 
Althorp, aud sanctioned by a couuoittee. This 
would leave a protection ut 20s..aud he expect- 
ed hom that change an additional revenue of 
£ 600,000. 

New, as ta sugar: lor the last two years tlie 
lower classes have suiered severely trom the high 


certainly one of the most important of the poor 
man's cotoforts. He proposed to leave the duty on 
colonial sugars, as now, at 24s, per cwt.; and te 
reduce the duty on tureigu sugar from £3 3s. per 
cwt. to 26s. retaining in both cases the 5 per cent. 
added last year. He estimated his gain frem this 
change at £700,000, which, with the £600,000 
irom the timber, would give a total of £ 1,800,000. 
The duties attaching upon coru, if the measures 
contemplated by government were effected, would 
provide for any remaining defalcation; but at all 
events, he was determined tu make up the delicien- 
cy of the revenue from some quarter or other. 

Lord John Russell gave notice that on Monday, 
the 31st. May, he should muve for a committee of 
the whole house to take into consideration the acts 
relating to the trade in corn. (Loud cries of hear, 
hear, hear, from tlie ininisteria! benches, which was 
followed by one of the most extraordinary scenes 
we ever witnessed ia the house; after the cries of 
hear, hear, had subsided on these benches, the tory 
nsetabers cheered repeatedly, over and over again, 
in a manner between irony and mere vociteration. 
The notice of the noble lord seemed to create tlie 
utmost excitement, duriug which Mr. Sergeant 
Jackson handed to lord Stanly a pocket book, which 
that noble lord handed across the table to lord John 
Russell. This was also followed by a renewal of 
the tory noises. Ultimately, it turned oat tbat the 
day thas fixed was Whit- Monday, generally ob- 
served as a holyday by the house. The noble Jord 
(John Russell) shortly after fixed his motion for 
the first order day after that he had first named). 

{The following are extracts from the debates on 
the budget.] 

The chancellor of the exchequer. His noble friend 
had commenced the discussion this evening by an- 
nouncing fo tlie house that it was his intention to 
briug before theta, for their consideration, the du- 
ties that were now imposed upon corn. (Cheers), 
It was a subject of the deepest and greatest impor- 
tance, and if was one which conld not be well 


brought incidentally into discussion upon a de-| 


bate of the budget. At the same time he could 
not everlock it inthe statement that he was about 
to make. He certainly admitted that there were 
£400,000 that were left nnprovided for by him, 
feeling satished that, if the proposition of his noble 
friend were adopted, that suim would be found suffi- 
ciently provided for by the stability of the revenue. 
(Hear) He wished to state that it was his deter- 
mination, whatever was the resultof his noble 
friend's proposition, to make up the revenue to the 
amount he had already stated. Hus deterinination 
was, before the close of the year, to make a provi- 
sion forthe £400,000; and il the house did not take 
the course suggested by his noble friend, he incant 
to propose raising that sum by direct taxation, as 
the means of previding for it. (Loud cheers.) It 
was quite true that he had felt some difficulty as to 
the mode of dealing with this question; as he had 
been anxious to avoid, as much as possible, the 
mingling the revenues of the country with the great 
and important question of the corn laws. (Hear.) 
But he could not conceal from himself, nor from 
honorable gentleicen, on whatever side they sat, 
that a questiou of principle was involved in it. It 
was not a mere scrambling for mere sums of money, 
and the collecting thein iro'n one quarter or anv- 
ther; but it was a question whether they would 
have still some large protecting interests, or whe- 
ther they would repeal laws that, as they stood, imn- 
posed additional burdens upou the people. (Hear.) 
And if they took it in that view, they must consi- 
der not only the question of protecting the West 
Indian interest or the Canadian timber grawer, but 
they must look, also, into the principle of protec. 
tion give ta the growth of corn. 
They must sce that this involved a question of 
great interest and of vast iinpertance. He should 
state, and had stated, only this point, with respect 
ta what he considered would be the etfeet upon the 
revenues of the country. His right honorable 
triend, the president of the board of trade, as be- 
longing to his department, would subinit ta the 
committee measures which, with safety to the re- 
venue, could be recoinmended to parliament for the 
revision of certain duties that are now pending. 
(Hear, hear.) The whole question was a measure 
of fiaance. He had come before the house to state 


price of this article, now almost a necessary of lle, | to them the 1eyenus and tiie income likely to ac- 
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(Hear, hear.) | 


crue for the present year. He asked them fer what 
he was sure they would not refuse, whatever their 
decision might be, He called upon them to make 
a proper provison for preserving the gaod faith aud 
to sustain the honor and interests of this ceuntry. 
(Cheers.) It had beceme the question with them, 
in what mode was the deficiency to be made up? 
And therefore it was that he proposed to them a 
direct tax; and whatsoever that tax miglit be, wlie- 
ther a tax upon property, or whatever else migbt 
be their decision, still he asked them whether they 
would be prepared entirely to refuse the considera- 
tion of the interests of their own population, or 
whether they would, by reducing these protect- 
ing duties, obtain what.was required to Kern up 
the revenue, and nol add to the burdens of the peo- 
ple. Cheers.) At the same time, although he 
put itas a revenue question, he could not forbear 
calling tlie attention of the house somewhat to the 
position of aur trade, and to the advisability and 
importance of the step which her majesty’s govern- 
ment proposed for the cousideration of the honse, 
Gentlemen would admit that this was not a qnes- 
tion of mere abstract principles; that it was not 
merely a question of raising a revenue as some- 
(hing to discharge all the obligations laid upon it, 
They had it at present adinitted that there was a 
heavy debt; and even if there were no deficiency, 
even if they had not to decide as to the aiaount they 
had to provide for—even under these circumstances 
he would venlare to recommend to the house to 


| adopt a liberal policy with regard to the imposition 


of duties. [Cheers.] He did not ask the house to 
adopt all the opinions they might hear from differ- 
ent quarters, but he did ask theta to look at the pre- 
sent state of affairs, [Opposition cheers, re-echeed 
by the ministeria} benches.] They had the Ger- 
man league [loud cheers] extending its ramifica- 
tions, aud every year, if he mistcok not, growing 
more inclined in favor of protecting duties. They 
had the Aineriean tariff coming under consideration 
this year. They had the treaty with the Brazils, 
[cheers], which sven must be the subject of nego- 
tation. He conld but feel that they were coming 
ta a mest important crisis, and that upen the divi- 
sion to which the house might come upou these 
propesitions must depend the commercial policy 
and prosperity of the country. [Cheers.] They 
night negotiate as they pleased, hut what would 
be the answer given by the parties with whem they 
would negociate? They would tell them that “cer- 
tainly you press to have our markets thrown open 
to your commerce, but it has so happened that late- 
ly you have had that question brought before your- 
selves; that it was a question not whether you would 
make a few abstract changes upon risk, but whetber 
you would raise one million and a half more by tax- 
ation, or by adraitting foreigu goods into your coun- 
try." They will further tell you, *We hear what you 
say, and see what you do." (Cheers.] They will 
say, "You have written your own condemnation— 
you have given the auswer that must be return- 
ed.” It would be in vain that they would press 
upon them the expediency of adoptiug a liberal 
line of policy, if they themselves proposed, in the 
very same case, to keep upa prohibition ia the 
shape of protection. He admitted that he was 
dealing with a point that did not strictly belong to 
the subject, but he thought it was one upoa which 
he felt the greatest interest. It was one of the ut- 
most importance to this country, and one which he 
sincerely trusted, if there was any intention what- 
ever ta admit the produce of foreign markets, and 
to proceed in a course of liberal policy, the house 
would feel that they ought not to delay and post- 
poue until they had lost the tnarkets of the world, 
(vheeis) and had nothing left but to give way with 
regret and despair. (Leud cheers). 

Mr. Hume. Uf be anderstood rightly, the plans 
of the government embraced a remodelling of the 
corn laws. (Cheers.) They were about, also, as 
the right henorable gentleman had declared, to alter 
the duties on timber and sugar, the two most im- 
portant articles, He thought that the right honor- 
alle gentleman did right in putting forward those 
articles as a means by which the revenue wight be 
kept up. He hoped they would be able to put down 
a large portion of the expenditure; bnt suppose 
they kept ap the expenditure, he thought that the 
changes to be made wilh regard to those two Items, 
and in the article of coffee and other articles, to 
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which the president of the board 


of trade was to | friend the chancellor of the exchequer, the govern- 


call the attention of the buuse, would be productive | ment, in proposing to revise the duty on corn, did 


of advantages to the commerce nf the c 
yond any measures that bad. been broug 
in his time; changes effected not only w 


ountry be- | not do so merely with reference to that single ques- 
ht forward | tion, but that inasmuch as they had come to the 
ithout de- | conclusinn that it was necessary for the great in- 


falcation, but with an increase of revenue; changes | terests of the community that the whole commer- 


by which not only would our commerce 
ed, but the working man, who had hitherto been 
neglected, would have the means of earning his 
livelihood, and would not be driven to depend on 
the poor Jaws, or any other dependence; and he 
would tell the noble lord who had charge of the poor 
Jaw bill that much of the clamor that distracted the 
country, much of the complaint a ainst the amend- 
ed poor laws, would never have been brought for- 
ward if the government had, two or three years 
ago, when the bill was brought in, offered the mea- 
sures now proposed; and if, when they threw the 
workingman on his own resources, they had at the 
same time thrown open the markets of Europe fur 
their food, and the markets of the world for their 
industry, thus enabling them to free themselves 
from the workhouse. (Hear,hear.) No people in 
any part of the world labored like Englishmen; 
and was it not hard that destructive laws should 
be allowed to exist to deprive him of the means of 
labor, and of food, its rewarl? He was glad to hear 
the right honorable member for Tamworth, on a 
former occasion, state that he did not object toa re- 
consideration of the corn laws, and hoped that now, 
when the occasion offered, he would not disappoint 
the just expectations of the people on this head. 
He was obliged to the chancellor of the exchequer 
for the promises he held out in favor of an enlarged 
free trade, and be hoped that in treating of this 
important subject the honorable gentleman opposite 
would treat it as a great national question, and not 
as a party question. (Hear, hear.) For his part, 
he was prepared to take the right honorable gentle- 
man’s promises in the spirit in which they were 
given, having no doubt that in the end they would 
result in the increased happiness and prosperity of 
the country. 

Lord John Russell. With regard to the general 
principles on which the governinent proposes io 
act, I stated before the house adjourned tor the 
Easter holydays, that we bad made up our minds 
as to the change which it was necessary to effect in 
the regulations of trade. J do believe that sound 
as those principles are on which we mean to pra- 
ceed, unanswerable as the theoretical arguments 
are which have been urged by great writers and 
statesmen as applicable to them, this is the occasion, 
and the critical slate has arisen in the affairs of this 
nation, which require the application ol those prin- 
ciples. (Cheers.) Not only has an opportunity 
been presented for a prudent application of those 
principles; not only can you enjoy the advantage 
of maturely considering the laws which have hither- 
to prevailed on the subject, but this is the particu- 
lar time that great inischiels, not to say great perils, 
can be avoided! by your settlement ol this question. 
(Cheers.) And if you determine, I will not say 
1o adopt this proposition or the other, but if you 
determine to reject some such change in duty on 
corn as that which I mean to submit; if you deter- 
mine to make no change in the commercial policy, 
bnt to stand. by the principles of monopoly and ex- 


clusion, this is the particular time that such a course | the serious consideration of the house. 


will have an influence, and a most anfortunate in- 
fluence, on the prosperity of this country. (Cheers, ) 


be increas- | cial system should be revised, it 


| 
| 


would be both un- 
just and iinpolitic to attempt such revision without, 
in the first instance, grappling with the greatest 
difficulty, namely, the duty on corn, (Hear, hear.) 
Indeed, he, should be ashamed of the position in 
which government would stand, if, while they were 
prepared to favor the manufacturing interesta by 
changes which might inflict temporary injury on 
certain classes of tbe community, they should shrink 
from this question, merely because the great inte- 
rests connected with it might raise a powerlul oppo- 
sition. He thought that il government had pursned 
that course they would have been open to the re- 
proaches of the house and of the country. Some re- 
marks had been made as to the right of his honorable 
friend having made the corn law a budget question, 
As a mere question of revenue, his right hon. friend 
had not brought it prominently forward; all he had 
said was, that while dealing with great commercial 
questions, while recommending great fiscal altera- 
tions, be could not ask the house to impose taxes; 
to vote money which he had hopes he should be 
able to raise by some of those alterations. (Hear, 
here.) Ineidenily, therefore, this question became 
a budget question, but it would have to be consi- 
dered in conjunction with many others which had 
not yet been aliuded to—considered with the ut- 
most care and deliberation. All he, (Mr. Labou- 
chere), hoped was, that, having arrived at a great 
crisis, speaking not only financially, but commer- 
cially, the house would show an intention of acting 
in the right direction. Some honorable gentleman 
bad alluded to the report of the import duties com- 
mittee, and seemed to suppose that some great ma- 
chinery had been pnt in motion to spread that re- 
port throughout the country. He knew what the 
feeling was on the subject throughout the country. 
There never had been a more intense, a more ge- 
neral feeling, although that feeling had not been in- 
flamed by any popular declamation. He could as- 
sure the house, and he appealed for corroboration ta 
those honorable gentlemen opposite who were con- 
nected with the manufacturing and commercial in- 
terests of the country, that the meetings which had 
taken place on the subject had not been of a party 
character, but had consisted of men of all shades 
in politics, who bad merged all their differences in 
anxiety for the general good. (Hear, hear, hear.) 
Was it to be supposed for a mament that the mer- 
chants and manafacturera of England were such 
ignorant men as to propose a great and important 
change merely on the report of a committee of the 
house ot commons? [t was not the opinions of the 
witnesses, but the statements anil the figures they 
brought forward, that produced the effect. (Hear 
from lord Sandon.) His noble triend opposite cheer- 
ed. He (Mr. Labouchere) thonght that many state- 
ments in the report were wild and exaggerated, but 
many of them, he must also say, were exceedingly 
valuable. He would remind the houseof a petition 
which had been presented—a petition which, trom 
the signatures which were attached to it, deserved 
As it was 


exceedingly short, he would draw the attention of 


the house to its contents. The petitioners stated 


Thus persuaded, as the government has been, and | that the present differential duties were injurious to 
as I stated they were on a former occasion, it will | our commerce, and pressed heavily on the consu-| that, although a waria partisan, so deep was his 


be for my right honorable friend (Mr. Labouchere, ; 


we suppose), to proceed with his propositions at as 
early a period as will be consistent with their due 
consideration, and for ine to subinit the measures 
on the corn laws of which I have given notice. 1 
trust that what I have said as to the general prin- 
ciples on which I mean to proceed will rather have 
a good than a prejucicial eilect; and if I expose 
myself to the disadvantage ot giving the elfect of 
the measure without urging the grounds and rea- 
sons on which it is supported, | muat be content. 
Mr. Labouchere sanl he did not rise to trouble 
the house with any lengthened observations on a 
question which has already been 80 fully discussed, 
the more so as he would have many future oppor- 
tunities for expressing his opinions. But in the 
course of the discussion some remarks of'a general 
nature had been made which imposed on him the 
Necessity of requesting the indulgence of the com 
mittee far a lew moments The nnhle Jord, the 
member from Northumberland, had asked the go 
vernment whether they braught forward the duty 
on corn as an isolated question, or as dependant on 
antl connected with the general principles they in- 
tended to propose for the adoption of the house. 
To that question he, (Mr. Labouchere), was pre- 
pared to give a distinct answer. He thought it had 


he had received deputations from Lancashire, com- 
posed ol men of all parties, and he had never seen 
à stronger feeling displayed than that which animat- 
ed those gentlemen. He hoped that the house, in 
considering these questions, would not leave out of 
view tbe pointa which had been alluded to by his 
right honorable friend, the chancellor of the exche- 
quer, namely, the condition in which we stood with 
reference to the two couniries whicli were the great- 
est consumers of our manufactures—the U, States 
and Brazil. The U. States were onr best customers, 
and next them Brazil; indeed, in the article of manu- 
factured cotton, the latter was our best consnmer. 
With regard to the U. States, the question stood thus: 
There would be a special meeting of congress at 
end of the ensuing month, for the consideration of 
commercial affairs. The Americans were in the 
same state as ourselves with regard to revenue, and 
at this congress there would no doubt be a struggle 
as to whether the deficiency should be supplied by 
additional duties laid on foreign manufactures, or in 
a way similar to that which liis right honorable friend 
had proposed. Mr. Clay's act would then have ex- 
pired, so that the congress would be completely tree 
to consider the propriety of remodelling the tariff, 
and he bad no doubt that their proceedings would 
be greatly iufluenced by the steps which might be 
taken by this country. It was notorious also that 
anr commercial treaty with Brazil would expire 
shortly, and that in that country the greatest dissa- 
tisfaction existed at onr pursuing a system which 
prevented our receiving, in return for our mannfac- 
tures, tlie only produce which the Brazilians bad to 
offer. He had no denbt that, if the present system 
was continued, we must make up onr minds to lose 
a trade valuable at present, but which, under a pro- 
per system, would soon become much more extend- 
ed, in consequence of the new channels which steam 
was opening to us in the interior of the country.— 
(Hear, hear.) ‘The right honorable barenet the 
inember for Tamworth bad twitted him with the 
opinions lie had expressed on the motion of his ho- 
notable friend the member for Wigan last year.— 
He was prepared to repeat what he had then said, 
that this was a subject which could not be consider- 
ed alone. He had since then carefully considered 
the subject in all its bearings, with reference to the 
interests of our colonies and our trade in general, 
and he had come to the conelnsion that the best way 
to protect our colonies would be to give them, nota 
monopoly which, while burdensome to the finances 
and corsnmers of this country, would not promote 
their interests, but a moderate and reasonable 
amount of protection. He believed that such an 
amount of protection was better than a monopoly, 
inasinuch as it wouhl produce steatliness in theic 
trade; whereas monopoly would stimulate excessive 
production; and gluts, highly destructive to com- 
merece, would be the consequence. [thas been said 
that this question should not he diseussed as a party 
question. In that sentiment be heariily concurred. 
And he knew that, whatever might be the feeling 
within the walls of that bonse, out ot doors it would 
be considered not as a party, but a national ques- 
tion. (Hear.) He hoped that in subsequent dis- 
cussions there would not be any ol that asperity 
whieh had that evening been unnecessarily intro- 
duced, as if the measure had. been introduced for a 
mere party purpose. As a party measure it was 
not likely to be advantageous—inileed, he had never 
seen any party reap much advantage by interlering 
with class interests. He could only say for himself 


mer while giving an undue protection to our enlo- | sense of the importance of this question, that he 


nies, and they concluded by praying for a revision 
ol those duties. That was a rational petition, and 
if the house would look at the signatures attached, 
they would see that, since the petition which was 
presented by tlie present lord Ashburton at the time 
Mr. Huskisson introduced his great commercial 
measore,no petition had been presented representing 
so great a portion of the mereantile wealth and in- 
telligence of the cityof London. To show that the 
excitement on this question had nothing init of a 
party character, he had only to mention the first 
name attached to the petition, that of Mr. Horsely 
Palmer, a gentleman who, while remarkable lor his 
intelligence and station, was totally opposed to the 
present government. (Hear, hear.) The name of 
that gentlenian was followed hy those of some ot 
the leading firms ol the city of London, a fact which 
clearly proved that the agitation had not been 
brought about by speculators or deelatiners, or pro- 
duced by the report of the committee. In reality, 
the fecling had been excited by asense of suffering, 
by the evil effects which the present restrictive 
system was producing on our commercial relations 
with foreign countries, and by a prolound convic- 
tion that the time was come when some important 
change was absolutely necessary. With regard to 


been already distinctly stated by his right honorable} the manufacturing interests, he could only say that 


would rejoice il the honarable gentlemen opposite 
were to introduce it, in which ease he would have 
tus earnest though humble support. (Hear, hear). 

London, May 8d, 1841. The duke of Welling- 
tan, on a petition liaving been presented froin the 
India merchants, against the recent. proceedings in 
the shape of a settlement of Chinese affairs, states 
that the failure of the expedition appeared to have 
been occasioned by the absence of proper instinc- 
tions to captain Elliot and the commander ot the 
British armament in the Chinese seas. Lord Mel- 
bourne declared that no official accounts lias been 
received by the government. 

The two brothers Wallace, who were sentenced 
to transportation for hfe, for having cast away the 
Dryad, lor the purpose of robbing the anderwriters 
and insurance companies, have made a [nll confes- 
sion — They adinit having been connected with the 
willful loss of four other vessels, and implicated one 
of the most respectable and wealthy merchants and 
ship-owners of Liverpool in this nefarious business, 

The fitting up of the royal nursery cost £ 4,000, 
When will the people open their eyes to such folly 
and wonton extravagance? 


A frigate and corvette have been dispatched to | 


China. M. Jansingny and M. Page, the latter aid» 
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de-camp to admiral de Macau, have heen ordered 
to negntiate with the court of Pekin, to demand 


satisf ction for an outrage upon a French missiona- 


ry, and to insist upon the establishment of direct l. 
2. Wm. P. Fessenden* 


relations with China, 


Mr. Dewelyin the consul of the Unite 


Salonica, is reported by the Journal de Smyrne to be | 5° ayn ey Littlefield 


6. Alfred Marshall 
7. Joshua A. Lowell 


dead. 


The bridge of the Marizza al Adrianople, fell 


States al | 3- 
ponr 4. David Bronson 


during the passage of the pilgrims. 75 persons fell |g; 


in the water, and only three escaped drowning. 


earth the houses in Champlain street opposite the | | 
custom house, with many of the inmates. The 
bodies of twenty-six persons have been taken out | 


CANADA. 

About eleven o'clock on the morning of the 17th 
inst. a large mass of Cape Diamond, with lhe wall 
from the governor’s garden to the base of the citadel 
gave way, and buried under masses of stone and 


of the ruias, besides twenty-two taken out alive— | 4. 
six others are known to have been buried. 


Massachusetts. 
NATIONAL AFFAIRS: 1. Robert C. Winthrop 
CoxsuLs. The president has recognised Edward | 2. Leverett Saltonstall 
Noltenius as consul of Oldenburg lor the port of T Salep u hing 
New York, and Benjamin Homer Dixon, as vice j — Chad EOD 
cousul of the Netherland for the port of Boston. & [paeem Baker 
a 7. Geo. N. Briggs 
LIGHT HOUSE AT GIBRALTAR. The lghthouse] 8. William B. Calhoun 
at Gibraltar, situate upon Europa point, will be| 9. Wm. S. Hastings 
exhibited for the first time on the evening of the |10. Nathaniel B. Borden 
Ist. August next, and continue every night from Us m Burnell 
sunset to sunrise. It will burn at an elevation of | p" I VERI 


150 feet, or thereabouts, above the level of the sea. 


e 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Districts. 
13 


Maine. 
Nathaniel Clifford 


Districts. 


Benj. Randall 


Elisha H. Allen* 


N. Hampshire—gen. ticket. 


Tristram Shuw 

fro A. Eastman 

Charles G. Atherton 

Edmund Burke 

John R. Reding 
Vermont. 


. Hiland Hall 
2. William Slade 


Horace Everett 
Augustus Young* 


. John Mattocks. 


Joseph L. Tillinghast 
William B. Cranston 


TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. Connecticut. 
Many of the members have arrived at the capitol, !], Joseph Trumbull 
and most of the remainder are now wending their way |9. Wm. W. Boardman 
tither, to be present at the opening of the extra session | 3. Thos. W. Williams 
on Monday next. Elections for representatives have | 4, ‘Thos. B. Osborne 
been held in all the states except Illinois, which will | 5, Truman Smith 
not be represented, as the governor doubts his authori- | 6. John H. Brockway 


ty to direct a special election, an 
the legislature on. the occasion. 


takes place in August in that state. 


From Alabama and Mississippi we have not yet re- 
ceived the result of the elections, they having 60 re- 


d declines to convene | 
The regular election 


2 


cently taken place—but as we know ihe candidates of | 3 


the parties which predominate in those states, we may 
be eafe in predicting their success, and therefore their 
names in the general list uf the members which 
insert in order to make it as complete as possible. 


LIST OF MEMBERS ELECT. 

THE SENATE. 
Two elected from each state, comprisea, when full, | 8 
fifiy-two members, chosen tor six years, but the period | 


of one-third of the body expires every second year. | 
There is at present one vacancy from ‘Tennessee, and 
one member, (Mr. Nicholson from the same state), 
whose time expires with the meeting of the next le- 
gislature of that state—having been appointed by the 


executive to fill a vacancy. 


The Van Buren members are designated by being 


italicised. 


Term expires 


Term expires. 


New York. 


1. Chas. A. Floyd 


. Joseph Egbert 
John McKeon* 
Jumes J. Roosevelt* 
Fernando Wood* 
Chas. G. Ferris* 


4. Auron Ward 


. Amos Gustine 


. James Irvine* 


. Benj. Bidlack 

. John Snyder 

. Davis Dimock 

. Vacancy 

. Albert G. Marchand 


. Vacancy 


. Joseph Lawrence* 
. Wm. 
. Wm. Jack 

. Thomas Henry 
. Arnold Plumer 


W. Irwin 


1 
2 
3 
4. J. P. Kennedy* 
5 
6 
7 


we 


5. Rich’d D. Davis* 


6. James G. Clinton 
7. John Van Buren 


11 


115 
16 


10. 


GE 


R. McClellan 

Jacub Hauck, jr. 
Hiram P. Hunt 
Daniel D. Barnard 
. Archibald L. Lin 


12. Bernard Blair 
13. Thos. A. Tomlinson* 
14. H. Van Rensselaer” 


. John Sanford* 

. Andrew WW. Doig 
John G. Floyd 
David P. Brewster 


Maine. South Carolina. "T nc : 
Ruel Williams De Cen "de Doch 
George Evans 1847| John C. Calhoun 1847 | 5g SUED Grin 
New Hampshire Georgia. Si Tana Clark 
Franklin Pierce 1843| Alfred Cuthbert ISERNIA anis Riggs 
Levi Woodbury 1847 Jobn M. Berrien 1547,22 BER 
^ Sam. Patridge 
Vermont. Alabama. Victory Birdseye* 
Samuel Prentis 1843| Clement C. Cluy 1843 | 23 inue, 
"s > n A. L. Foster 
Samuel Phelps 1545| William R. Ring | 1817 (o4 ‘Christopher Morgan 
Mussachusetts. Mississippi. 25. John Maynard*- 
Rufus Choate 1845| John Henderson 1845 | 36. Tohn Greve 
Isase C. Bates 1847| Rahert J. Walker 1811 | 37. tym. M. Oliver 
Rhode Island. Louisiana, 24, BOTE Y Childs 
Nathan F. Dixon 1845| Alezander Mouton. 1843 | 59° Seth M. Gates 
James F. Simmons 1847) Alexander Barrow — 1847 |39. Toka Yona 
Connecticut: Tennessee. 31. Branley N Chae 
Perry Smith 1812/4. O. P. Nicholsonyt 1845 | 99" Millard Fillmore 
Jaz. W. Huntington 1845) Vacancy 1847 | 35° Š Da n 
s „New York. Kentucky. ick 
Silas Wright 1843) Henry Clay 1843} N. Jersey—gen. tic et. 
N.P. E nudge 1845/J. J. Morehead 1847 Joha E Ayeneg’ j 
ew Jersey. io. ohn, P. B. 
Sam. L. Santhard 1845 William Allen 1843} William Haisted* 
Jacob W. Miller 1841 | Benjamin Tappan 1845| Jos. F. Randolph " 
Pennsylvania. m Indiana. Joseph F. Stratton 1 
James Buchanan 1843|Oliver H. Smith 1843| Thos. Jones Yorke 
D. W, Sturgeon 1843) Albert S. White 1845 Pennsylvania. 
Delaware. lilinois. 1. Charles Brown 
Richard H. Bayard 1845) Richard M. Young 1843 John Sergeant 
Thomas Clayton 1847| Sumuel Mc Roberts 1847 Geo. W. olland 
Marylend. Missouri. 3. Charles Ingersoll 
John Leeds Kerr 1843| Lewis F. Linn 1843 John Edwarda 
Wm. D. Merrick 184:| Thomas H. Benton 1845| 4 pen Prona 
Virginia. Arkansas. Francis James 
Wm. C. Rives 184: | Ambrose H. Sevier 1845 | 5. Joseph Fornance 
Wm. 8. Archer 184, Walliom S. Fulton 1847 | 6. Robert Ramsa 
North Carolina. Michigan. 7. John Westbrooi 
Wm. A. Graham 184:| Xugustus S. Porter — 1845 8. Peter Newhord 
Willie P. Mangum — 18412 Wim. Woodbridge 1847 | 9. Geo M. Keim 


Whig majority 7. One vacancy. 


* Appointed by the govérnor. 


10: Wm; Simonton 
11. James Gerry, 
12. James Cooper 


Delaware. 
George B. Rodney* 
Maryland. 
- Isaac D. Jones 
. James A. Pearce* 
. James W, Williams 


Alexander Randall* 
. Wm. Cost Johnson 
. John T. Mason 
. Augustus R. Sollers 

Virginia. 

1. Henry A. Wise 
2. Francis Mallury 
3. George B. Cary 
4. John M. Botts 
5. R. M. T. Hunter 
6. John Taliaferro 
7. Cuthbert Powell 
8. Linn Banks 
9. Wm. O. Goode 
. Jahn W. Jones 
. E. W. Hubbard 


2. Walter Coles 


. Thomas W. Gilmer 
. Wm. L. Goggin 

. R. B. Barton 

. Wm. A. Hurris 

, A. H. H. Stuart 

. Geo. W. Hopkins 


. S. L. Hays 

. Lewis Stetnrod 
North Carolina 

. Kenneth Rayner 

. John R. J. Daniel 

. Edward Stanly 


. Wm. H. Washington* 


. Archibald Arrington 
. Edmund Deberry 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5. James McKay 
6 
7 
8. R. M. Saunders 
9 


. Aug'e H. Shepherd* 
. Abraham Rencher* 


. Green C. Caldwell 

2. James Graham 

. Lewis Williams 
South Carolina. 

}. Fsouc E. Holes 

William Butler 

F. W. Pickens 

John Compbell 

James Rogers 

S. H. Butler 

Thomas D. Sumter 

R. Barnwell Rhett 

C. P. Caldwell 


10 OG eB Cite ea ho 


Georgia—general ticket. 
Rich’d W. Habersham 


Wm. C. Dawson 
Julius C. Alvord 
Eugenius A. Nisbet 
Lott Warren 

Thos. Butler King 
Roger L. Gamble, 
Jas. A. Merriwether 
Thos. F. Foster. 


Alabama—general ticket, 


Reuben Chapman 
Geo. S. Houston 
Dison H. Lewis 
Benj. G. Shields 
Misstssi 
A. L. bingaman 
W. R. Harley 
Louisiana. 
}. Edward D. White 
2. J. B. Dawson* 
3. John Moare. 
Arkansas. 
Edword Cross 


Tennessee. 


1. Thomas D. Arnold 
2. Abraham McClellan 


3. Joseph L. Williams 


4 Thomas J. Campbell* 


5 Hopkins L. D 
6 Wim. B. Campbell 
1. Robert L. Caruthers 
8. Meredith P. Gentry 


9. Hurvey M. Watterson 


10. Aaron V. Brown 
11. Cave Johnson 
I2. Milton Brown 


' 13. Christo'r H. Williams 


——— 
eh = 


= 
So Wat ore ge tO 


Kentucky. 
Linu Boyd hy 


. Philip Triplet 


Joseph R. Underwood 
Bryan W. Owsley 
John B. Thompson 
Willis Green 


. John Pope 
. James C. Sprigg 


John White 
Thomas F. Marshall 


. Landoff W. Andrews 
. Garret Davis 
. William O. Butler 


Ohio. 


. N. G. Pendleton* 
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10. Samson Mason 
11. B. S. Cowan* 
12. Joshua Matheot* 
13. James Matthews 
14, Geo. Sweeney 
n. ` F Andrewa 

. Joshua R. Geddin, 
17. John Hastings B 
18. Ezro Dean 
19. Sam. Stockley* 


Indiana. 


. George W. Proffit 

. Rich'd W. Thompson* 
. Josephn L. White* 
James H. Cravens* 


en ERES 


. Andrew Kennedy* 


. George W. Summers 


. John B. Weller 
. Patrick G. Gonde 


Wm. Doane 
Calvary Morris 
Wm. Russell 


o bat 


. Wm. Medill 


Jeremiah Morrow 


. Joseph Ridgeway 


D 


. David Wallace* 


7. Henry S. Lane* 
Missouri—general ticket . 


John Miller 

—— Edwards. 
Michigan. 

Jacob M. Howard* 


The Journal of Commerce says, to prevent the 
; necessity of explanation hereafter, we state here, in 
heure that in comparing with the last congress, 
we take the delegations as they stood when first 


elected. Any 


changes which may bave subse- 


quently occurred, either by resignation, death, or 
iransmigralion, we make no account of. 
3 


Ve 


B. 


i—gen. ticket. 


| Joint ballot 


RATIO OF REPRESENTATION. 
tio of representation is 1 for every 47,700. The 


Maine 4 4 
NewHampshireO 5 
Vermont 5 0 
Massachusells 11 1 
Rhode Island 2 0 
Connecticut 6 0 
New York 19 2321 
New Jersey 6 0 
Pennsylvania 12 14 
Delaware 1 0 
Maryland 6 2 
Virginia 11 10 
North Caroliana 8 5 
South Carolina 1 8 
Georgia 9 0 
Alabama 0 5 
Mississippi 2 0 
Louisiana 2 1 
Arkansas 0 1 
Teunessee 7 #6 
Kentucky 11 2 
! Ohio 12 17 
Indiana 6 1 
Illinois 0 0 
Missouri 0 2 
Michigan 1 0 
112 95 

95 

W.mj.in H. R. 47 

Do. senate 


ES 


54 


W. gain. V. B.goin. Vac. 
P 0 


to t2 
B|z8|l.oo&r2oooomsoonwewuweunwnco-wowv 


m 
$Sloosoooco-owcoonwoo-oaooooc 
e«loowooocooocsoosoocsowocococos2o 


The present ra- 


new ratio will be one for every 60,000 inhabitants, 
which which will give the states the following re- 


- 


presentation: 
New ralio. 
8 members. 


Maine 
New Hampshire 4 
Vermont 4 


Massachusetls — 12 
Rhode Island 1 
Connecticut 5 
New York 40 
New Jersey 6 
Pennsylvania 28 
Delaware 1 
Maryland 7 
Virginia 17 
North Carolina 11 
South Carolina 7 
Georgia 8 
Alabama 6 
Mississippi 4 
Louisiana 4 
Arkansas 1 
Tennessee 12 
Kentucky 12 
Ohio 25 
Indiana 1I 
Illinois 7 
Missouri 5 
Michigan 3 

249 


a 


5 
12 


Old ratio. 
8 members, 
5 


“ 


This adda seven to the present number of the 
house of representatives, already too large for calm 
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and wise deliberation. It cuts down the delegation 
ol some of the old states, while adding largely to 
those of some of the younger members of the union. 
[Jour. Com. 


NATIONAL INSTITUTION FOR THE PROMOTION 
OF SCIENCE, The National Intelligencer says: This 
new institution is advancing rapidly in its sphere 
of usefulness for the diffusion of knowledge. It has 
recently been removed to tbe commodious apart. 
ments of the basement of the new patent office 
building, where it can better accommodate the im- 
mense collections received from the exploring ex- 
pedition. Already it has received one hundred and 
fifty large boxes and packages, containing, among 
a great variety of other specimens in natural his- 
tory, about eighteen. hundred birds, many of which 
are rare and beautful. They are now undergoing 
a preparation for exhibition in the hands of a very 
superior artist, Mr. Townsend, from Philadelphia. 
Another shipment of twenty tons from the same squa- 
dron has arrived at New York; and it is understood 
another one may be expected in the course of the 
summer, 

A very handsome donation has been received 
fram Dr. George C. Leib, of Philadelphia, of three 
hundred specimens of North American birds. 

A liberal patronage is also received from numor- 
ous other sources, by the donation ol a variety of 
valuable articles. 


EXPEDITION For LIBERIA. New Orleans, May 
14. The bark Union sailed lor Monrovia, on 
the 13th inst. having on board forty-two emigrants 
sent out by the American Colonization society. 
They area good, honest, industrious and intelligent 
company, well provided with farmiug untensils, 
household aud kitehen furniture, school-books, and 
other articles necessary for their comfort and use- 
fulness. 

The bark had on board several thousand dollars 
worth of goods, &c. sent out forthe use of the co- 
lony. 

The Union goes in the service of a large commer- 
cial house of this city, with a large cargo on board, 
for the purpose of trading with the natives; our fel- 
low eitizen Joseph G. Walton, esq. goes out as su- 
pereargo. 

This is a new era in the commerce of this city. 
The trade of the western coast of Africa is immense- 
ly important, and we are glad to see our enterpris- 
ing citizens engaging in it. We hope the day is 
not far distant when many such expeditions will 
leave our city. LY. O. Bulletin. 


THE ARMY. 

Major general Scott and colonel Bankhead arriv- 
ed here in the steamboat from Richmond yesterday 
afternoon, and we learn that major general Macomb, 
commander-in-chief of the army, Is expected this 
morning by the steamboat from Baltimore. ‘The ob- 
ject of the visit of thesedistinguished officers, it is 
understood, is to inspect the military works at Fort 
Monroe and the Rip Raps. 

[ Norfolk Herald, Moy 20. 

General Wool, of the U. S. ariny, is now on a 
tour of inspection of the fortifications of the United 
States. 

Married. At Brownville, N. Y. on the 19th inst. 
by the rev. F. Rogers, lient. Larkin Smith, U. S. 
army, to Miss Cutharine Storraw, daughter of the 
late inajor general Jacob. Brown. 

St. Augustine, May 11. The steamer Win. Gas- 
ton, eaptain Griffin, arrived here on Saturday last 
from southern posts. We learn by this arrival that 
Wild Cat, (Coacochee) had been in at Fort Pierce 
(Indian river) with fitteen warriors and went out 
again on the morning of the 5th inst. Ie was, as 
usual, very insulting to the officers, and demanded 
of them powder and lead, and other things which 
was refused. He acted in his usual pompous man- 
ner, as though be did not care for any of tbem. 

Several ludian signs have been seen at New 
Sinyrna recently. 

We regret to learn that lient. Shubrick,U. S. navy, 
accidently shat away a part of his face while ou a 
acout in the everglades, a short time since. 

: [Savannah Republican. 

Florida, May 15. Dear sir: On the 26th ult, 
about 26 miles [rom Tampa Bay, the mail rider and 
horse were killed. A tnendly Indian gave the| 


news at Tampa soon alter the deed was done, The 
commanding general ordered out a command of dra- 
goons, under captain B. Beall, 2nd dragoons, wha 
as goon as possible, proceeded to the place of the 
murder, huried the express rider, and puisued on 
the track made by the murderer. Atter several 
hours pursuit, he came upon a camp regularly fixed 
ond comlortably situated, oceapied by one indian, 
who was leieurely opening the inail and burning the 
letters, Captain Beall shot him in his occupation, | 


but saved but one entire letter nf the mail. "This 
Indian proved to be Maxcy Hadjn, of famous me- 
mory in these parts. Captain Beall was compli- 
mented in orders for his long and arduous pursuit 
alter this savage inurderer, and for bringing him to 
condign punishment. 

Moy 17. Dear sir: l am happy to announce a 
second shipment of Indians, which took place at 
‘Tampa on the 7th inst. Two hundred embarked 
for New Orleans, under charge of capt. MeKavett, 
Sth infantry, Alluck Tustenuggee has sent in 18 
wariiois to consult with the general. 

[Savannah Georgian. 

Later. Letters of the 18th and 19th May, con- 
firm the foregoing accounts. Amongst the Iwo hun- 
dred and twenty indians shipped from Tampa on 
the 7tb was the heretofore inveterate and trouble- 
soine chief, Coosa Tustenuggee. Hitherto he has 
resisted every effort to bring him to terms, and not 
until the Arkansas delegation had an interview 
with bim, did he feel inclined to bold any inter- 
course with the whites; now he is on his winding 
way to Aikansas, whither most of his band have 
preceded bim. 

Alluck "Tustenuggee, the gentleman so hand- 
somely whipped by the gallant Alburtis last winter, 
has, in view of that drubbing, concluded to emi- 
grate. A delegation from his majesty has reached 
the general, and announeei that he will soon be in 
at Tampa to treat. Coacooche (Wild Cat) has 
been at Fort Pieree with twenty-four of his band. 
They obtained provisions and promised to go in 
soon at Tampa. 

Col. Worth has left for the Carloosahatchie with 
nne hundred picked men. His objeet is to secure 
Hospatakiee. 

Many of the troops in the territory are now suf- 
fering severely [rnm illness. The Ist infantry have 
removed to Cedar Keys Inr their health. Two hun- 
dred and fitty of their number are now siek with 
fever. One bundred of the 7th at Micanopy are 
also sick with fever. Seventy of the 2d are sick 
in hospital at Fort King, also with fever, Forts 
Russell and Holmes continue very health. 


THE NAVY. 

The U. 8. brig Dolphin, arrived at New York on 
the 25th inst. from the coast of Africa, List of her 
officers: Commander, Chas. H. Bell; lieuts. James 
H. Ward and Timothy A. Hant; purser, Douglas 
Gibson; assistant surgeon, R. W. Leecock; passed 
midshipman, Maxwell Woodhull; Midshipmen, Jas. 
Barry, Peter Wager, Augustus MeLaughlin; mas- 
ter’s mate, Adam Young; captain’s elerk, Thomas 
N. Meeker; purser’s steward, John B. Furkington. 

Captain Connor and lieutenant Tracey, of the 
United States revenue cutter Vigilont, on the Rhode 
Island station, have been distaissed from their situa- 
tion. The Vigilant, under the command of these 
officers, was somewhat conspicuous during the late 
political contest. 

The U.S. ship Boston, arrived al Cape Town, 
Cape of Good Hope, on the 10th of Mareb—officers 
and erew all well. 

Extensive desertion. Thirty-four of the seamen 
belonging to the Brandywine have deserted while 
she has been in port. A reward of $25 each is of- 
fered for their apprehension, 

The U. S. sloop of war Preble, (rom Malta, bound 
W. was passed, 5th ult. off Cape de Gatt, by the 
Medora, at Boston. 

The U. S. brig Porpoise, capt. Ringgold, was at 
Tahiti, Jan. 26, to sail on aeruise next day, intend- 
ing to visit the Society Islands. The P. has naw 
been from linmme about two years and a half, bas 
discovered some new islands, and visited many of 
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the law be repealed, aud that taxes be imposed 
upon them in the same way as upon white people. 
They say that if they are taxed, they have claims 
upon the general assembly which they cannot 
otherwise urge. We question, says the Providence 
Journal, if history will furnish another example of 
a body of men remonstrating agaiast being exempt- 
ed from taxation. 
VIRGINIA. 

Elections. We find in the Winchester Republi- 
ean, prepared to our hand, a correct statement of 
the result of the recent elections in this state. The 
names in italics are Van Buren. Those designated 
thus * are gains. 


Congress. 


First district, 
Second district, 
Third district, 
Fourtb district, 
Fifth district, 

Sixth district, 
Seventh district, 
Eighth distriet, 
Ninth district, 
Tenth district, 
Eleventh district, 
Twelfth district, 
Thirteenth district, 
Fourteenth district, 
Fifteenth district, 
Sixteenth district, 
Seventeenth district, 
Eighteenth district, 
Nineteenth distiict, 
Twentieth district, 


Francis Mallory, 
G. B. Cary, 

J. W. Jones, 

W. O. Goode, 

E. W. Hubard,* 
W. Coles, 

Wm. L. Goggin, 
Henry A. Wise, 
R M.T. Hunter, 
John Taliaferro, 
Johu M. Botts, 
T. W. Gilmer, 
Linn Banks, 
Cuthbert Powell, 
R. W. Barton,* 
W. A. Harris, 

A. H. H. Stnart,* 
G. IWW. Hopkins, 
G. W. Suinmers,* 
H. L. Hays, 


Twenty-first district, | Lewis Steenrod, 

In the ninth disrriet there were three candidates; 
Mr. Corbin, a whig; Mr. Braxton, Van Buren; and 
Mr. Hunter, who is termed an *abstractionist,?? 
and does not profess to belong to either party. Ex- 
elusive of Mr. Hunter, the delegation trom ‘this 
state in congress will he eqnally divided: in the last 
congress the whigs had eight members, and the 
Van Buren party twelve. Nett whig gain, two 
members. 

Stale senole. 


Berkley district, C. J. Faulkner, 
Richmond, do. James Lyons, 
Pittsylvania, do. W. P. Tunstall,* 
Charlotte, do. L. C. Bouldin, 


King George, do. Col. Carter, 
Washington, do. Fay McMullen, 
Harrison, do. W. K Shinn, 
Rockingham, do. 4. Moffott. 


The senate consists of thirty-two members, eight 
of whom are elected every year. In the last senate 
parties were equally divided—the next will consist 
of seventeen members friendly to the administration, 
and fifteen opposed to it. 

House of delegates. 


Accomae Boyly, Ailworth* 
Albemarle Southall, Coles 
Alleghany Holloway 

Amherst Davis 

Augusta Kinney, Baldwin 
Amelia Harvie 

Bath Mayse* 

Bedford Mitchell, Wingfield 
Berkeley Hunter, Newkirk 


Brooke 
Botetourt 
Brunswick 
Buekingham 
Cabell 
Campbell 
Carnline 


Fejee and other islands never before explored, | Charles eity, &e. 
The officers and erew were all well at the above | Charlotte 


date, and wislied 1o be reported. 
[ Hatch's New Bedford Express. 


The court of inquiry at Brooklyn, instituted to as- | 


Chesterfield 
Culpeper 
Cumberland 


certain the truth or falsity of certain anonymous | Clarke and Warren 
charges against com. Jas. Renshaw, convened on Dinwiddie 


Monday at the navy yard, Brooklyn—com. James 
Biddle, president; com. Geo. C. Read, capt. David 
Conner, members; Phil. Hamilton, esq. judge a- 
voeate. "The preluninary steps only were taken, 
and commander H. Paulding las been, at his own 
request, relieved from his duties as commander of 
the navy yard, Brooklyn, and commander Joshua 
R. Sands ordered in his stead. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 
RHOOE ISLAND. 
Showing proper resentment. At the last session 
of the general assembly in this state, a IVI was pass- 


Elizabeth city, &e. 
Essex 

Fairfax 

Fauquier 

Fayette and Nicholas 
Fluvanna 

Floyd 

Franklin 
Frederick 

Giles and Mercer 
Gloucester 
Goochland 
Grayson 


ed exeinpting the property of negroes froin taxa- | Greenbrier 
tion, on the ground that they were debarred froin | Greensville 
participation in social and politieal privileges. The | Halifax 

exemption gave oflence to some of our sable citie | Hampshire 


zens, who have accordingly got up a petition that! Hanover 


Jones 
Robinson 
Riddick, Harrison 
Jones,* Haskins* 
Moore* 

Tolor. Nowlin 
Somuel* 
Apperson 
Cardwell 

Cox 

Broadus 

Irving 

Buek 

Vaughan§ 
Brown 

Semple 
Thomas* 

Scott, Foster 
McLaughlin 
Payne 

Deskins 

Woods, Early 
Wood, Byrd* 
Freneh* 
Robhins 
Guerrant 
Carroll 

Erskine 
Spencer 

Clarke, Watkins 
Vauce, Pugh 
Thompson __ 
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ARKANSAS—CENSUS. 


FREE WHITE PERSONS. TREE COLORED PERSONS. 
t MALES. | FEMALES. MALES. | FEMALES. 
5) 10 15 | 20 30 | 40 | 50 j 60 10 80 | 90 | 100 6 10 15 | 20 | 30 | 40 | 50 | 60 70 | 80 | 90 | 100 10 | 94 36 | 55 | 100 | 10 | 91 36 | 55 | 100 
OF COUNTIES. and | and | and | and | and | and | and | and | and | and | and |& up- and | and | and | and | and | and | nnd | and | and | and | and | up- and | and | and | and \& up- and | and | and | and |Ẹ up- 
under unde: under under junder|under|under under|under|under |under| under|wards| under unde: |undei |under|under|under|under|under|under|under|tader| under wards||under| under unde: | under under wards, under | under|underlunder under wards 
5 10 15 | 20 30 | 40 | 50 | 60 | 70 | 80 90 | 100 5 10 15 | 20 30 | 40 | 50 | 60 | 70 | 80 90 | 100 10 | 94 36 | 55 | 100 10 | 24 | 36 | 55 | 100 
Johnson 331 | 22>) 182) 155) 251! 196| 102 49| 18 T7 287| 991| 209) 156| 199, 124| 67] 36 15 2 9 1 | 2 
White 61 61 4$ 36 82 35| 21 IE! T 51 44 41 43 46| 29 16) 12 3 1 
Madison 353| 245| 157) 139 225) 153| 74 36| 22 9 5 327] 255) 171) 108} 205| 106| 5s) 21 20 4 2 
Randolph 991 165) 152) 103! 137; 103! 69 4l| 15 1 990) 147| 1339) 110) 124 88; 45| 26 9 5 1 1 2 1 1 1 
Union 218| 155) 120. 103) 221| 135) 69 24 7 3 1 215| 170] 126| 9f 143| 55 62| 14 ri D I 1 1 
Van Buren 1775 14] 194 87} 116) 84 651 7 5 3 1 164 91 90) 73| 103 67 22| 18 4 3 1 i 
Arkansas 109| $83 66) 54 79); 36 21 9 I 72 78 51 53 To 42| 22 9 6 il 1 2 1 1 1 
Jackson 105 97} 109 64 68; 45} H 4 1 2 124 94 79| 81) 117) 56) 22) 13 3 2 1 1 1 1 1 pack 1 1 
Monroe B3, 63 53 99 641 33 10 5 2 65 61 55 46 61 30 19 7 3 1 1 
Searcy 115 "0| 69 35 51 20 14| 10 2 119 74 73 53 TI 47 16] 14 2 2 i 
Lafayette 19) 23| 15| 190 22| 16 AL 1 1 92| 1 am 1 1 i 
Poinsett 145j 106; 90 61 14 8 3 1 138 99 19 15 3 3 | | 
Saline 192; 117| 108 80 24| 19 8 3 180| 141 an 15] 16 2 1 | | | 
Franklin 233 193) 167| 136 3l| 17 4 221; 171 53| 23 17 3 tog 1 3 1 1 
Crawford 3360, 225) 195) 171 45| 1l Hi 1 i 358 220 65| 37 11 4 6 3 10 1 1 QU 2 6 H 1 
Marion 157, 110) 89 51 2H 10 2 1 135 98 26| 10 8 2 21 fi 6 2 1 12 9 4 3 
Independ'nee, 331) 259 209) 176 60| 27 4 jt | 327] 260 91| 3I 13 5 1 1! 3 2 1 
Hempstead 311] 257; 197) 145 59) 26 5 3 267| 209 70] 37 13 vi 3 11 9 11 5 | 1 10 | 10 3 3 1 
Benton 960! 18*| 123) 79 29| 13 7 1 | 251| 165 41| 16 14 3 1 l 1 | 3 2 1 1 1 
Desha l0 72, 55] 48 l4] 6 4 1 118] $83 bi e D | 
| Chicot 127 SO 6l au 12 3 1 | 92 62 19 8 4 1 2 1 1 
St. Francis 916| 296) 140) 107 3| 14 3 1 232| 156 44 23} 12 4 | 
Hot Spring 142| 117 90 25) 10 6 175} 133 39| 18 2 1 2 1 2 
Green 73| 63) 56 10} 9| 2 119| 73 21| 16| 6 2 f 
Washington 507) 417| 331 122| 65) 16 4 691! 367 134 76| 34) HM 6 Dee P 1 3 4 2 1 1 8 
Conway 181| 152 119 a| 18| 2 294| 207| 4| 96| 7| 3 Jo a a 1 
Sevier Iss) 115| II2 40| 16 T 4 T 1 245) 176 43| 23 li 1 1 1 73 moet 2 2 2 
Izard Iss} 134| 105 33 11 5 1 223| 17i 46! 16 11 5 2 
Lawrence 270} 216| 218) 13% 35| 21 4 1 255] 207 64) 23| 15 3 2 y 1 | D 1 2 
Carroll 396| 235] 185) 126 4| 99 8 2 | 333} 211 49) 25) ld 4 
Pope 317, 233) 171| 137 4s| 20 3 2 | 303| 227 39| 16 5 1 4 1 1 1 1 
Phillips 247; 207; 166] 128 33) 18 4 t 1 246| 195 41 98 13 jl 2 5 1 9 1 3 2 
Jefferson 157; 124 97 73 19 T 2 135| 100 33| 20 5 1 I ll 2 3 1 1 
Pike 106 69| öy 29 1 6 4 2 93 61l n| 1 4 2 | 
Scott 215| 134 19 9 2 179| 109 25 ole} 6 2 i 2 6 2 1 1 4 3 2 
Pulaski 357| 313 63| 17 5 359| 23 ss} 40 | 14 5 15 BA EETSSETS 13) 18 3, 13 4 
Mississippi B3 17 13 4 1 | 6| n0 94 6 1 
Crittenden 108 98 9 4 2 T R2 25 4 6 I 1 1 l 3 1 il 3 I 
Clark 130| 135 26| 13 6 1 1 164| 117 43| 23 6 1 1 
8,390| 6,196] 5,000; 3,799} 8,261] 4,591, 2,677] 1,183, 510 | 155 | 39 | 4. 3 [1,9571 5,661] 4,780] 3,8921 5,716) 3,199] 1,616} 786 | 312 | 105 | 27| 4 4 73: 50: 621 36. 12] 83]|| 58| o8, 29: 31] 16 2 
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chief magistrate, or his counsellors, to persevere in 
measures Which have proved unfavorable to gene- 
ral prosperity, and lelt perplexity and distress in 
their course. Il there be any reason to believe 
that our own representatives are not sufficiently 
acquainted with the wishes of this assembly, or 
that a reiteration of resolutions will tend to induce 
congress to pursue a more stable aud enlightened 
policy, you will give these subjects your carefnl at- 
tention. 

Production of domestic indusiry—lariff. There is, 
however,one fopic worthy of especial considera- 
tion, the protection of domestic iudustry; and should 
you agree with me as to the expediency and neces- 
sity of awakening public interest on this subject, 
and urging more patriotic views upon congress, 
yon willmake know your sentiments by passing 
suitable resolutions. 


Deaf and dumb white persons under 14 years 15; | nothing to show for it; it has been invested in banks 
Rd 25, 12; 25 and upwards 13—Total 40. | and other thriftless operations, and mainly lost. 
in . 
Insane and idiols at public ch 14; at privat 3 3 
di E IS pHOlc-cdarBes o a uprivate SPEECH OF GOV. ELLSWORTH, 


Insane and idiot colored persons, deaf and dumb | 79, TEE LEGISLATURE OF CONNECTICUT, May, 841, 
2; blind 7. Fellow cilizens of the senate 


cee URN am and of the house of representatives: 

Moear domh and blind insane and idiots at privale | Pie annual assembling ot the representatives of 
ge 13; at public charge 9. : : ^ 

à free people, is a spectacle ot rare occurrence in 

LOUISIANA, the history of mankind, and one that givea envia- 

Receipts of produce by flat bouts, in municipality | ble distinction to thia republican nation. Most go- 
No. 2, for the last six months. From the 1st of No- | vernments have had their origin in violence or ac 

vember to the Ist inst. thirteen hundred and twen- | cident, been sustained by undelegated power, and 

ty-aix flat boata have carried and discharged their | administered with too little regard for the general 

cargoes within the limits of municipality No. 2. Of | good: ours on the contrary, is a government chosen 

the articles of produce received by them, we will | by the people, established on principles most favor- 
note only tbe lollowing: abs to their interests, ani in its administration b 


Flour, bbls. 171,724 | themselves, most beneficent in its effects upon their isi iff i 

; I : È A E het to ge the at- 

Pond T 1276 | well being: Such, gentlemen, is the government | tention of congress. It seems (o me there ie no 
orts . 2 5,372 which is now lo occupy our attention; and we are : PEC TETISTSERE pas 

Port and taco in bulk, Ths, Sai | noi granara to enter an Uts duties before ans | rnt conse of menenga ia dictated, by the 

Baconi a Toe | hs not sensible ol our peculiar privileges, and vigi- passed resolntions instructing our representativea fo 

Gains Bike Ger | ant to maintain tbem lor those who come after ua. resist, by all constitutional means, every attempt to 


ze Change of the general administration, Since the 
Potatoes, do. 55,865 | lass session, our nation, amounüng to eighteen 


M FLORIDA. T millions of people, by the quiet exercise of the 
Florida is indebted $3,146,000, on which the an- | elective franchise, lias cheieed the general admi- 


nual interest is $242,000, equal (says a St. Augus- ' nistration, and maoifested a wish to alter the poli- 


destroy or impair a protective tariff. The more I 
have reflected npon the policy af a. protective ta- 
riff, aud its bearing on the affairs of the New Eng- 
land and other states, the deeper is my conviction, 
that duties should not be iwposed by a uniform 
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rule, but be so adjusted as to aid our industry 
against foreign competition. We cannot yield to 
the doctrines ol tree trade, fer the obvious reason 
that such a trade does not exist, aud will not be re- 
ciprocaled tous. Among advanced nations, it has 
nothitherto existed; andif we may judge {rom the 
past or present state ol the world, we cannot anti- 
cipate it for the future. However beautifol in 
theory, such is the diversity in the natural and su- 
perinduced condition of the chief nations of the 
world, that free trade would be found impractica- 
ble, aud I ain. tully convinced it will never be in- 
troduced. — Eaglaid aud France, with whom is 
Inost of our commerce, will never consent to open 
anew, and hitherto unpractised trade with the U. 
States. Their. restrictive. policy is unechangeably 
established, ami whether wise or unwise, liberal oi 
illiberal, 1t enters so deeply into their political re- 
lations, into the very texture of their domestic and 
foreign interests, that we may not expect such a 
radical change iu their commerce and system of 
taxation. If England wouid open even her colo- 
nial ports toa free trade, we should fini some re- 
Taxation of her rigid policy, aud hope tor more tree 


commercial intercourse; but at present, we are de- | 


barred all reciprocity whatever; our grain, tobac- 
co, and other products, if adinitted at all into any 
of her ports, being bardened wilh enormous and 
ruiuous duties. Solongas England aud France con- 
tinue to lay us under such contributions annually tor 
their wines, their silks, and other manufactured 
goods, we must protect ourselves by counter euact- 
iments, or forego our manulactures, never again to 
be revived. is it wise tor a uation of eighteen 
millions of people, to shut up their own workshops 
and open others in Europe; to contract from year 
to year a national debt, the inevitable consequence 
of large importations; and by rendering the market 
unsteady, or by opening it to the fluctuations inci- 
dent to the trade of Europe, surfer our own estab- 
lishments to be broken down, and an extensive de- 
pression of labor? Our products, multiplied as 
they must be, if agricultural pursuits become uni- 
versal, will perish without a market, or sell at 
prices greatly reduced. ‘The ivterest of the farm- 
er and southern planter, are most certainly promot- 
ed by extending 1oanufactures, as tending to divide 
and diversify labor, and create a certain and con- 
venient market. I am not an advocate tor a tariff 
beyond the wantsol the government; but let its 
necessary revenue be raised by a system nf duties 
so adjusted, as to protect the industry of our citi- 
zens. I entertain great confidence that if such a 
tariff was the established and steady policy of the 
country, not to be broken in upon by any change of 
men or measures; and together with it we possess- 
ed the currency which we enjoyed lor forty years, 
to facilitate the trading intercourse of states, now 
fatally sundered, the gloom which has so long set- 
tled upon us would be dispelled, and hope and con- 
fidence, and courage shed a cheerlul light over 
many an anxious and desponding heart. 

As respects the exact character of a tariff, all 
agree, that a tax on consumption, or in other words, 


duties on imported goods, collected by government | lowed 


officers at the custom house, is the best and least 
expensive method of raising a national revenue.— 
Whether these duties shall be laid by a uniform 
rule, or apportioned so as ta avoid a hurtful compe- 
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jeuce bat in imagination; and that their boasted the- 
ory in tavor ol free importations is untrue in its es- 
seutial principles. Neither experience nor reason 
will establish the fact, that southern cotton will not 
sell in Europe if our importations are lesseued, and 
greatly lessened nor that the encouragement of a do- 
mestic market for cotton will not counterbalance the 
loss, if there would be a loss, resulting from a dimi- 
nution of foreign commerce. Lt is quite certain that 
hitherto the amount of cotton exported and of mer- 
chaniise imported has not always corresponded in 
amount; and hence the theory against which we con- 
tend is lallacious and prodacive of injury. tis in- 
terest, interest only, which induces England and 
France to purchase our cotton. [s it from any af- 
| tection far us—do they not find this article to be 
or them the most profitable within their reach; and 
| when either of them can procure a better from any 
other quarter, and especially trom their own pos- 
session 1n the east, for which Englands now putting 


| for the streutious aml anexampled efforts, will their 


concessions to slavery will not readily be made by 
those who look on it as a great wrong and a ruin- 
ous institution. I have said that labor is atfeeted 
generally by slavery. "This is produced chiefly by 
| the national policy and public measures to which it 
gives rise. It may be observed further, that few 
improvements by means of machinery and water 
power can be introduced into those regions where 
| labor finds its chief einployroent iu. raising cotton, 
| tehaeco and sugar; nor in time to come can slave 
! labor derive much aid from those inventions which 
give immense facilities to free labor, and multiply 
its power beyond computation. Of the character 
and wants of free labor, and especially the policy 
| which fosters manufactures, navigation and the 
| fisheries, the planter has necessarily bat little know- 
| ledze, and with its peculiarities, little sympathy.— 
| Ot this however, we do not complain. Perhaps 
jour views are erroneous. We wish only to say, 
that where slavery bears upon general iuterests, as 
in national affairs, we may with propriety speak of 


! ports be any louger open to our cottou, or will not | its tendency, and firmly maintain our rights against 


this trade be brought within the exclusive policy 
which distinguishes all their laws of trade anc 
manufactures? To me it appears obvions, that 
‘every American, whether he be a faroer, planter or 
manufacturer, is interested in extending the domes- 
| tic market for cotton—a market which the Ameri- 
| which, until of late, has been regularly and rapidly 
increasing. The southern politician is mistaken in 
the cardinal principle of his theory, “that duty on in- 
ports isa duty on exports." It is a tax chiefly on 
consumption: to some extent on foreign capital and 
lahor. If indeed it be true, that a duty on imports 
is a tax on consumption, then the consumer is most 
affected by the tariff, and not the southern planter. 
The south in proportion to its population, con- 
sumes less, very much tess, than the north, or the 
states of free labor, both on accaunt of climate, and 
the character of their laboring people. Besides, is 
it nothing to afford employment to our countrymen, 
to render them comfortable and happy, and provide 
the means by which they may educate and establish 
their familhes? Is it nothing to secure to labor its 
just value, and ready markets to agricultural pro- 
ductions, and save ourselves trom the annual drain 
of a foreign debt, the millions paid to France for 
her silks, and to England for her numerous manu- 
factures? This country abonnda in the raw mate- 
rial used in the manufacture of many of the articles 
imported, and with proper attention these tnaterials 
may be vastly augmented, and rendered adequate 
to the supply of our wants. Why now seud them 
abroad to be wrought? We have capital enough, 
water power enough, bands waiting to be employed; 
and ina brie! period, might become to a great ex- 
tent independent of European work shops. Task 
again, is it not important to make the most of our 
resources, to re-animate once more our manufac- 
turing villages, and embellish this glorious land with 
countless flourishing and smiling hamlets, where 
content and plenty shall dwell securely? The po- 
liey advocated by certain southern politicians, if tol- 
out in iis consequences, would not inerely 
impoverish the country—it would make us vassals 
of foreign capitalists, and wither the dearest inte- 
rest of New England. 3 

When the compromise act, 


so called, was passed, 


tition from the surplus capital and pauper labor of | I well recollect that gentlemen from the planting 


Europe, is the question to be decided. 
promise act, so called, passed in the year 1832, v 
tually gives up the principle of discrimination.— 


The com-|states asserted, on the floor of congress, that in | 
ir- | 1842, when the act would take full elfect, 


we should 
see that the planting states had been paying well 


Distinguished statesmen in the south, who profess | nigh the whole of the national revenue, as they said, 


to speak the sentiments of that section of the union, | by the art 


(how correctly I cannot say), assert that a discri- 
minating tarif, with special reference to domestic 
industry, is inexpedient and unconstitutional; that 
it will destroy the pecultar rights and interests of 
the southern planter, aud is contrary to the very 
spirit of the coustitution. Now I have sought in 
vain for any such limitation of the benefits of a tariff; 
and I am confident that the provisions of the con- 
stitution are broad enough and clear enough to sus- 
tain the advocate of American industry. In regu- 
lating commerce, as in exercising other powers of 
the constitution, congress is obliged to seek after 
the greatest good, and surely it ought not to seek 
after or be satisfied with the attainment of any thing 
less. The advocate of the planting interests profess 
to believed that unrestricted trade with England and 
France would increase the demand for, and enhance 
the price of southern cottoo in Europe. He there- 
fore pleads for the removal of every obstruction 
to commerce, and tor the greatest encouragement 
ol importations. He is not satisfied with free ex- 
ports, which he now enjoys, but insists upon Iree 
imports, let them consist of what they may. It is 
his theory to manufacture little and import much. 
I am convinced this class of politicians are cambat- 
ing commercial impediments which have nu exists 


{ul and disguised operations of duties on 
The time has nearly arrived, but the dis- 
while in the mean time 
th have been greatly im- 


imports. 
covery has not been made, 
both the north and the sau 
poverished. ! me 

The policy of a protective tariff is so much affect- 
ed by considerations growing out of another inte- 
rest, that I trust [ shall not be accused of asperity 
*owards the sonth, or of officious interference in 
their concerns, by expressing the opinion that Ipee 
labor thronghout this nation, and especially the 
manufacturing portions of it, is interested in the 
numerous and powerful influences ol slavery. But 
that [ may not be misapprehended, let. me observe 
that, in the government, we should not depart from 
the constitution ol the United States, the supreme 
political law of the land, which we have sworn 
anew, this day, to observe and maintain. I would 
give to this bond of our glorious union a hearty 
land vigorous support, in its several provisions, as 
the wisest and best compact which could at the 
time, or could now, be obtained. But | feel no ob- 
ligation to proceed at all beyond the constitution, to 
foster or perpetuate a system of slavery. I would 
in this matter observe good faith towards sister 
states, because I hold faith between states as Invio- 
lable as between man and man; while beyond this, 


can can forever and fully secure to himself, and | 


its power. 

A national currency. I cannot pass from a sub- 
ject so vital to our constituents as the protection of 
their indastry, without expressing my regret that 
on this and the kindred suhject of a national cur- 
rency, nothing is seliled in the government. One 
alarming disease of the country is its vacillalion in 
public measures. There is no certainty that the 
policy of one year or one adininistration will be the 
policy of the next. It is certainly time, after the 
experience of half a century, to discover where our 
frae interests lie, and to pursue them by some es- 
tablished land marks in legislation, that labor aud 
capital may not be forever embarrassed and per- 
plexed. If hitherto the country bas been deluded 
and unwisely governed, if we have for so long a 
period been pursuing false theories, let us carefully 
search out the true path, and when it is found, per- 
severe in it with constancy. We must, however, 
take care that in our efforts to preserve liherty, we 
do not hazard every thing which makes liberty worth 
possessing; that in our ardor for equality and sim- 
plicity in social life, we do not permit the great 
deep of our political being to be broken up. It is 
to be hoped that free governments may not prove 
to be too deeply imbued with popular sentiment, to 
be uniform and fixed in their policy; but, fellow 
citizens, the experiment isin progress, and we can- 
not bat look to the final result with deep solicitude. 
I believe that our political institutions are the wisest 
and best in the world; and it is my ardent prayer 
that they may long be perpetuated, and become 
lights to guide struggling nations to the altainment 
of true liberty; bat l coafess, when | behold such 
rapid and hasty changes in general policy and legis- 
lative measures; such unsettled views in leading 
statesmen and the people themselves; such tamper- 
ing with the credit of ihe states and the institutions 
of the states, lest liberty should be endangered, or 
oue generation encroach on another; and finally, 
when I see our countrymen, not a few, seriously 
debating the question whether faith and promises 
bind communities, | am not without apprebension. 
My hope is, under God, that we shall gain wisdom 
by experience, and by retracing our steps, be de- 
hvered from tlie unprecedented embarrassments 
whieh now crush so many to the earth. 

Resolutions of states. lt will be seen by the reso- 
lutions to be laid before you, which l have received 
from the governors of Indiana, Vermont, Kentucky 
and Delaware, those states are in favor of amend- 
ing the constitotion of the United States, so that 
no person shall be re-eligible to the presidency. 
These resolutions, I doubt not, will have your care- 
ful attention. Should they not lead to the altera- 
tion proposed, we may anticipate the influence of 
the patriotic declaration made by the late president, 
that he should not he a candidate for a second term. 
We do most heartily desire that the precedent may 
become au example. 

In addition to the foregoing resolutions, others on 
varions subjects have heen received from several 
of the states, which will be transmitted to you at 
an early day. 

Affrirs of the state. In surveying the affairs of 
the state, I perceive but few subjects which demand 
your particular attention. Our territory is small: 
our laws and institntions few, uniform and without 
complexity. ‘The concerns and interests of the 
state are for the most part well understood by the 
representatives of the people. We resemble an in- 
dustrions, economical and well regulated family, 
presenting a republic which secures more good, and 
avoids more evil, than any other political cominu- 
uity of ancient or modern times. All the public 
statutes now in force, after two hundred years of 
legislation, are comprised in a single volume. Our 
aunual expenses do not exceed eighty thousand dol- 
lars, one-third of which is raised from the avails of 
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stock which fell to this state upon closing the ac- 
counts of the American revolntion. The state owes 
nothing; possessing a school fund of more than two 
millious of dollars, well invested, and yielding an- 
nually the sum of $113,000, or one dollar and thirty- 
five cents to every child between the ages of four 
and sixteen; the state is without disbnisements or 
snperintendence of public works; employs but few 
officers, yet enjoys the seenrity ol law and the ad- 
tainistration of justice as fully and as economically as 
any state in the union. General education is stea- 
dily advancing under the awakened attention of its 
friends and the supervision instituted by the state. 
The banks under a like supervision, are in the main 
safely and judiciously conducted, and after a careful 
and thorough scrutiny by the bank commissioners, 
recently closed, are asceitained, as I am informed, 
without exception, to be solvent and safe. The 
State prison, with 205 prisoners at this time, is 
found to answer every purpose which its early ad- 
vocates anticipated, and has become not only asuita- 
ble receptacle for offenders, but a source of income 
to the state, having for the last year yielded a sum 
exceeding #8,000. Whether any, and if any, what 
alterations are called for in the system of work hi- 
therto adopted, to meet the complaints and remove 
the injuries suffered by worthy mechanics, I snb- 
mit to your careful and attentive consideration. 
Our mititia, Our militia, a respectable and well 
organized body of forty thousand men, the powertul 
arm of national defence, have a claim on your at- 
tention to their interest and wishes. They will not 
suffer, by comparison with the militia of any other 
slate, whether we consider their appearance and or- 
ganization, or the excellence, ambition and eílorls 
of their officers. As in the revolutionary struggle, 
they were pronounced equal to any troops in ser- 


upon the present appropriation. Thirty-five persons 
can be received, whereas there are now but eigh- 
teen in the institution at tbe expense of the stale, 
leaving several hnudred dollars out of the twenty- 
five bundred, in the treasnry. Nor is the one thou- 
sand dollars annually appropriated for the instruc- 
tion of the blind at the schoo! of Dr. Howe, in Bos- 
ton, fully expended. If there be, and I doubt not 
there are. unfortunate children in the state, who 
need these charities, they should be looked up and 
sent to these institutions without delay. 

Education. The education of youth, so impor- 
tant in the estimation of our fathers, so carefully 
sectired and promoted by their legislative enaci- 
ments, and so rich in civil and religious blessings 
down to this day, shedding a lustre npon our little 
conimonwealth, and making its influence to be felt 
and respected over this wide countiy, cannot re- 
ceive from you tno much favor and liberality. Vir- 
the as well as knowledge, social happiness as well 
as general prosperity, most extensively abound, 
where most is done for schools and colleges. There 
the tree of liberty stiikes its roots deeply and firm- 
ly; for their publie sentiment, always more power- 
tul than human enactiments,is the emanation of 
virtuous, liberal and enlightened minds. When we 
cease to promote the cause of education, or begin 
to regard its inflnences. with indifference, or with 
jealousy, we shall forfeit our glorious heritage, dis- 
honor the memory of our ancestors, aud cast from 
us one of the richest boons ever bequeathed to any 
people. Religion itself, and liberty, so higly priz- 
ed, will not long remain. 

Fellow citizens, let us be grateful to Gnd, for the 
enviable coodition in which, as the representatives 
of a free people, we convene in this place. Let us 
recognise the goodness of his Providence, towards 


vice, so I doubt not they would, at this day, sustain, 
on any emergency, an equally distinguished repu- 
tation, 

Imprisonment far debt. By a late statute of con- 
gress, it is provided, that in any state, where ira- 
prisonment for debt is abolished, there shall be a 
like freedom from imprisonment, on process issuing 
ont of the courts of the United States held within 
such state. As tbe statute of Connecticut passed in 
1838, does not include in its provisions persoas who 
are not living in this state, it is obvious, such per- 
sons cannof derive any benefit from the act of con- 
gress, whenever they are arrested here. I do not, 
inyself, perceive any 1eason for restricting freedom 
from imprisonment, to persoas who actually reside 
in Connecticut, provided persons from other states 
who happen to be arrested here, are in other re- 
Spects, qualified to take the oath provided by law. 
I would therefore suggest for your consideration, 
the propriety of extending the provisions of the sta- 
tate of 1833, to all poor debtors, irrespective of their 
place of domicile. Iam not aware that any new 
provisions are called for in behalf of our own in- 
habitants, becanse, by the law, as it now exists, 
any poor debtor, not guilty of fraud, can, at the 
time of his arrest, on mesne process, or at the re- 
turn of said process to the court were judgtoent is 
to he obtained, or, if he will not improve these op- 
portunities, can, when arrested on final process, 
take the poor debtor’s oath, in the last case giving 
four day’s notice. This statute entirely abolishes 
imprisonment for debt, for honest debtors, who live 
in the state, requiring only an immediate oath by 
the debtor, that be is poor, whieh is as slight and 
humane a test of pecuniary inability and integrity 
as can be desired, consistent witb the continuance of 
any test whatever. 

Senatorial districts. By reference to an amend- 
ment of the state constitution, which was adopted 
in 1828, it appears, that so often as a new census 
of the United States is taken, the assembly is au- 
thorised to make alterations in the senatorial dis- 
tricts which may be found necessary to preserve 
a proper equality in their representation. A new 
census of the people of Connecticut has been com- 
pleted, and you will therefore examine and see if 
any alterations are called tor in the districts. 

Insane. The last assembly directed that informa- 
tion be obtained as to the number and condition of 
all the insane persons in the state. Fifty-three 
towns orly have inade returns to the circular, which 
was sent them by the secretary of state, From the 
returns made, sa far as I can judge, the number of 
iusane poor, now supported at public expense who 
would be likely to take tlie benefit of a state institu- 
tion, is somewhat less thau has been generally sup- 
posed, You will have tbe subject before you, and 
will dispose of it according to your better judgment, 
It merits careful attention. 

Deaf mvtes. The state has generously made pro- 
vision for the ins{ruction of its deaf mutes, at the 
American asylum in this city. I take this occasion 
to say, that more publicity may be given to the fact, 
that the number of bencliciaries may be increased 


the people of the state in their peace, securily, 
health and comparative comfort; and let us with 
renewed energy, enter upon the itoportant duties 
respectively assigned us under the constitution. 
WILLIAM W. ELLSWORTH. 
May session, 1841. 


MESSAGE OF GOV. BAGBY OF ALABAMA. 

Executive department, Tuscaloosa, April 19, 1841. 
Gentlemen of the senale, 

and house of representatives: 

The president of the United States having by 
proclamation, bearing date the 17th day of March 
fast, required congress tn convene on the Bist day 
of 
of the house of representatives of the congress of 
the United States from the state of Alabama, hav- 
ing according to the established usage of the go- 
vernment, expired on the 4th of March last, and 
there being no provision in the laws of this state 
for the election of members of the popnlar branch 
of the national legislature, before the first Monday 
in August next; I have considered it my duty un-i 
der the pawer confided to me by the constitution, 
to convene the legislature, in order to provide by 
law for the election of members of the house of 1e-! 


May next, and the period for which the members | 
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special message to the general assembly, respect- 
fully recommending the passage of a faw to provide 
for the contingency which has since happened.— 
And if with the lights hy which I was then aided, 
the utmost necessity was discovered for the most 
unremitting vigilance ou the part of those who oc- 
cupy the respousible places of guardians of the pub- 
lic interest, and (he sincerest apprehensions were 
felt that the government of the United States, in 
which we have a stake of such incalculable value, 
was not likely to be conducted upon those pure and 
unerring principles of democracy which have al- 
ways prevailed in the better days of the republic, 
candor impels me to the declaration, that these ap- 
prehensions have not been abated or diminished by 
events which have since transpired. It may be 
safely asserted as a general principle, to the cor- 
rectness of which all will probably accede, that no 
public functionary is justifiable in resorting to the 
exercise of the extraordinary powers with which 
he is invested, except in cases of imperious neces- 
sity; and where the exercise of the ordinary powers 
with which he is clothed, is inadequate to the emer- 
gency which renders a resort to the extraordinary 
powers necessary and proper. Andin all cases be- 
fore the exercise of extraordinary power is resorted 
to, the necessity for it shonld be clearly shown to 
exist. It is, therefore, considered unfortunate, and 
not calenlated to allay the apprehensions of a pa- 
triotic people, jealous of their rights and watchful of 
their servants, that the president of the United 
Slates should have thought it his duty to convene 
congress at a time not only unusual, but within less 
than niuety days after the adjournment nf that bo- 
dy; and at an expense, not tà be lightly estimated 
in these times, without stating clearly and distinct- 
ly his reasons for doing so, in order that a generous 
and confiding people might understand the neces- 
sity which existed at the time lor continuing tosub- 
ject them to an increase of those burdens, which 
they had been repeatedly told were grievons and 
oppressive, and which they bad been solemnly as- 
sured, in almost all the varieties of promise, should 
be gr atly diminished, if not taken off entirely. 

The derangement of the currency is to be sure 
aliuded to as the reason why it is necessary for con- 
gress to assemble; and so it has perhaps with equal 
justice been assigned as the cause of all the publie 
and private misfortunes, rail road and steamboat 
accidents that have taken place since the guardian 
genius of an United States bank has been with- 
drawn from ns. If by providing, or relieving 
against the acknowledged evils of a deranged and 
disordered enrrency, is meant the establishinent of 
a national bank, lel the question bestript of: all dis- 
guises, and fairly presented at once, But to be 
continually bewailing the unsoundness and the de- 
preciation of the currency, without the moral cour- 
age to propose a remedy, not only implies a want 
of candor on the part of those who indnlge these 
colaplaints, but would really seem to be, rather a 
bold experiment on the discernment and the eredu- 
lity of the people. 


piesentatives, at a time prior to the period fixed by 
the existing law,so that the people of Alabama 
| may not be unrepresented in this extra session of 
congress. J beg leave, therefore, torecommend the 
passage of a law providing for the election af mem- 
bers ot the house of representativesiu the congress 
of the United States, at the earliest period consist- 
ent with a free and ample exercise ot the elective 
franchise, which ought never to be abridged or im- 
paired; and in order to guard against a similar diffi. 
culty in future, the law had better be general in its 
character. 

It would be entirely superfluous to add, that re- 
quiring an extra session of the legislature was a 
measure resorted to with extreme reluctance on my | 
part: and that no consideration less imposing than | 
| Securing to the people of Alabaina, in the present 
peculiar and deeply interesting crisis of our publie 
alfairs, the inappreciable right ol being fully repre- 
| sented, could have justified it, atfended as it neces- 
sarily inust be, with great posone inconvenience 
to the members of the legislature, and considerable 
public expense. Believing it not improbable, from 
the indications then afforded, that those who were 
about to succeed to the administration of the affairs 
of the government of the United States, might think 
if necessary in order to carry irto practicable ope- 
ration and eflect, the principles which they no 
doubt honestly believe to be involved in the issne 


of the recent election of a chief magistrate of the 
union, that congress should be convened earlier 
than the regular period fixed by law for the meeting 
of that body; and anxious that the people of Alaba- 
ma should be fully represented at the very com- 
mencement of that disastrous political career, which 
to my mind had been perceptibly shadowed forth 
by the result of the presidential election, on the 19th 
of December last, 1 took the liberty of submitting a 


There is one other subject, connected with onr 
relations to the federal government, and with the 
publie acts of a distinguished public officer, uow no 
inore, which noihing bnt an imperious sense of du- 
ly could, at this tiine induce me to notice, And I 
notice it with the distinet avowal that it is not for 
the purpose of attempting to inflict censure, much 
less to cast reproach on the acts or memory of the 
dead; but to awaken the living to a sense of the 
danger which threatens their rights and their prin- 
ciples. Iallude to the appointment of those to bigh 
offices under the federal government, whose deli- 
herately formed, well settled, long cherished and 
often repeated political opinions upon subjects of 
vital importance are known to be at war with the 
rights and interests of the southern people, the 
principles of democratic republican government, 
and the true theory of the constitution, Whatever 
cololing or complexion may be put upon it now, 
history, stern inflexible history, faithful to its office, 
which is to make an imperishable record of the 
conduct and actions of public men, will not fail to 
pronounce impartial judgment on the propriety of 
appointing to one of the highest offices under the 
government of the United States, a man, wlio ex- 
erted those great talents, which seem now to con- 
stitute the wonder and admiration of thousands, in 
opposition to the honor and interest of his country, 
in the darkest hour of her peril. 

But this is not perhaps the proper time ora snit- 
able occasion to inquire into the sufficiency of the 
reasons which, in the opinion of the president of the 
United States rendered it necessary 1o exercise the 
power vested in him by the constitution, and to re- 
quire an extra session of congress to inquire with 
serupulous vigilance into the opinions and qualifi- 
cations of those he bad selected to ald him in the 
administration of the government:or to scan the 
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propriety of his public acts. Since the performance 
on his part of the act which rendered it necessary 
in my Judgment for you to assemble here, that tis- 
tingnished individual has been suddenly cut off by 
the hand ol Providence trom all paiticipation in the 
affairs of men, and has ceased (o be numbered 
among the living. And for one, whatever may 
have been my objections to his election, and they 
were strong, sincere, nncompromising and decioed 
on principle, | am perfectly disposed to spread the 
veil whieh covers human imperfection, on all his 
errors, without pretending that he had more than 
falis to the lot of other men: to do hira the justice 
to suppose that in his official acts he was governed 
by a patriotic sense of public duty; and to remem- 
ber lis virtnes only. But while I eheerfully ac- 
cord to a distinguished and departed citizen, ho- 
nesty of purpose, aud a lolty attachment to principles 
which he no doubt believed tobe correct, I should | 
be unmindtul of truth and forgetinl of all the prn- 
ciples, upon the sacred observance of which I be- 
lieve our happiness as a people depends, did I not 
distinctly aver that in political sentiments, so far as 
lus have been expressed, or are to be interred from 
his public acts, I ditter with him, and must of those 
by whom he was elected, in almost every essential | 
particular. And perhaps, after all, an honest dif- 
ference of opinion candully indulged. and evafined 
within the limits of prudence, moderation and pa- 
triotism, affords the best guarantee for the continn- 
ed preservation of our liberties and happiness. 

It is iinpossible to recur to the signal dispensa- 
tion of an all righteous Providence in the death of! 
the president ot the United States, without being | 
forcibly admonished ot the extreme uncertainty ol 
all the affairs of this fleeting and transitory life, and | 
with the littleness and exceeding vanity of human. 
ambition: and without being solemaly impressed | 
with the momentous weight of the awful and in- | 
structive truth, that success in the accomplishment, 
of the highest objects of earthly gratification, is but | 
another step to that eternal and anchangeatile state, | 
to which magistrates and people are alike hasten- | 
ing; and where no distinctions are recognized but, 
those that How froin excellence and virtue. What, | 
is to be the effect of this unexpected event upon | 
the administration of the affairs, and the general | 
policy of the governinent of the United States, for 
the remainder of the period for which general Har- | 
rison was elected, time, the great unfolder of events, | 
can only determine. 

The vice president elect, will of course, accord- 
ing to the constitutional provision upon that sub- 
ject, succeed to the powers and duties of the presi- 
dent of the United States lor the term ol four years 
from the lourth of March last. 

From a general view of the present condition of 
the various departments of the public interest, I am 
not aware that any thing will iinperiously require 
the attention of the legi-lature, except the subject 
which brought yon together. 

In your high public character, however, as repre- 
sentatives of the people, it will be entirely compe- 
tent for you to embiace within the sphere of your 
deliberations any subject which, in your judzment, 
the public interest may require. But from the very 
short time which has elapsed since your last ad- 
journment, and considering the busy and interest- 
ing season of the year at which it hus become ne- 
cessary to call you from your families and acens- 
tomed occupations; and especially, taking into view 
the important consideration of public economy with 
a just sense of which I have no donbt you will be 
lully impressed, I entertain the confident expecta- 
tion that your interest as citizens, and your duly as 
representatives, wil] alike indicate the necessity of 
prompt attention to the important subject which 
rendered it necessary tor you to assemble. and ol a 
speedy return to the bosom of your constitnents. 

A. P. BAGBY. 


UNITED STATES BANK. 
ANOTHER REPORT FROM THE INVESTIGATING 
COMMITTEE. 

An adjourned meeting of the stockholders of the 
United States bank was held at Philadelphia, on 
Tuesday the 18th instant, Alter organization, the 
minutes of the former meetings were read and con- 
firmed. Mr. Lippincott, the chairman of the in- 
vestigating committee then handed the following re- 

ort— 

: The committee appointed at an adjorned meetiug 
of the stockholders of the Bank of the United States. 
held on the 3d April Jast, and which was instructed 
by a resolution adopted at an adjourned meeting 
held on the 4th May instant, to take into considera- 
lion the condition. and prospects of the bank, and 
also any laws passed by the general assembly of 
Pennsylvania, touching its interests, and to report 
such measures as the committee might deem expe- 
dient, respectfully report: 


That on the 30th of April last, an act of the ge- 
neral assembly of Penusylvania was passed, entit- 
led *an act to provide revenue to meet the deinands 
of the tieasury, and for other purposes," which pie- 
sents two distinct propositions for consideration: 

The first. proposition is under the seventeenth 
seetion, which contemplates the continued corporate 
existence of the bank, and provides for its relief 
from the penalty of 12 per cent. and liom the for- 
leiture of its charter for the non-payment of its cir- 
cusation and deposites in gold and silver on demand, 
upon tae condition that the stockholders shall con- 
sent to be subject to any general laws hereafter to 
be passed for the regulation of the banks of the 
common wealth. 

After taking into consideration the condition and 
prospects of the bank, which requires time only to 


render its ample means available, the committee do | 


not hesitate to recommend the adoption of the first 
proposition. They, therefore, respectfully report 
the following resolution: 

Whereas, By the 17th section of an act of the 
general assembly of the commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania, passed at the last session ol the general as- 
sembly, entitled “an act to provide revenue to meet 
the demands of the treasury, and for other pur- 
poses;" it is provided, that belore the Bank of the U. 
States shall be entitled to the benefit of that sec- 
tion, the stockholders of the said bank shall, by a 
resolution adopted at any general or adjourned ineet- 


ing held in pursuance of the charter, and duly cer- | 


tified by the governor uniler their corporate seal, 
consent to be subject to any general laws, to be 
hereafter passed for the regulation of the banks of 
the commonwealth; and 

Whereas, It is deemed expedient by the stock- 
holders of the Bank of the United States, duly con- 
vened at an adjourned meeting held in pursnance of 
the charter, to avail themselves of the said 17th sec- 
tion; therefore 

Be it resolved, And it is hereby resolved by the 
stockholders ot the Bank of the United States, con- 
vened at an adjourned meeting beld in pursuance of 


the charter, That, for the purpose of obtaining the | 


benefits of the 17th section of the act of the general 
assembly of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
entitled ‘an act to provide revenue to meet the de- 
mands on the treasury, and for other purposes,” 


passed at the last session of the general assembly, | 
the said stockholders do hereby consent to be sub- | 


jecl to any general laws to be hereafter passed by the 
general asseiably of the comtoonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania, for the regulation of the banks of this com- 
monwealth, and that the president of the bank be, 
and he is hereby authorised and requested to make 
this resolution known to the governor of the eom- 
ion wealth of Pennsylvania, according to the provi- 
sion ol the said seetion. 
JOSHUA LIPPINCOTT, chairman. 

Bank of the United States, May 18, 1541. 

In reply to a question asked, as to the condition 
of the bank, Mr. Bayard read the following state- 
ment, which was banded to him by the president, 
colonel Drayton, 

Relative position of the assets and liabilities of the 
bank, Moy 17, 1841. The liabilities of the bank, 
for post notes issued to the other city banks, amount- 
ed to $5.078,444—and were secured by an assign- 
inent of assets, amounting to $7,772,256. The lia- 
bilities of the bank in Europe, were $15,863,829— 
secured hy deposites of assets, amounting to 
$24,718,715. 


lt was further proposed to secure other liabilities | 


of the bank—the circulation, deposites and halances 
due to other banks amounting to $5,449,925, by a 


special pledge of assets amounting to $12,921,839. | 


These arrangements would leave the amount of 
$17,787,436 in assets unpledged; and of liabilities, 
$2,224,898, not secured by any pledge. 

Josiah Randall, esq. then called up for considera- 
tion the following resolution, which was adopted, 
with little or no opposition, as follows: 

Resolved, That the hoard be directed to give pub- 
lic notice, agreeahly to the constitution and laws of 
the commonwealth, of an intended application to 
the next legislature, to alter the name and reduce 
the capital of the bank, together with such other al- 
terations as may be deeme:l expedient. 

Mr Drayton, the president of the bank, then, in 
reply to some remarks from Mr. Finch, made re- 
ference to the state of the institution, remarking that 
it wasa subject definitely referred to a committee, 
who were actively engaged in the duties devolved 
upon them. Mr. Diayton added, that the directors 
had found it difficult to carry into effect a resolution 
of the stockholders, authorising an assignment in 
favor of billliolders aud depositors, as trustees could 
not be found to labor without compensation, which 
had not been provided for. 

After some explanation, Mr. Randall offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted; 


Resolved, That the board of ilitectors be, and they 
are herehy authorised to exercise their own discre- 
tion as to the expediency, as well as to the time and 
manner of carrying into effect the resolution adopt- 
ed at the last meeting, for pledging certain assets in 
trust lor the payment ol the circulation of, and de- 
posites in, the bank. 

Mr. Lippencott, chairman of the cominittee of in- 
vestigation, then handed in a report of the commit- 
tee, which was read. The following is a copy of the 
document: 

To the stockholders of the Bank of the U. States. 

It is with considerable reluctance that the mem- 
bers of the committee of investigation, appointed at 
the meeting of the 4th of January last, request the 
attention of the stockholders to a tew remarks on 
certain stateinents made by Mr. Nicholas Biddle, 
in his letters to “the hon. John M. Clayton,” lately 
published in the newspapers. 

In submitting their report, they performed a duty 
which was to thein as unexpected as painful; yet hav- 
ing assuined the office imposed upon them, it was a 
jilnty from which they could not shrink. Information 
of the causes which had occasioned the prostration 
of a bank of so large a capital, and which had been 
declared by its president, but two years before, to 
be in a state of great prosperity, was demanded by 
the almost unanimous voice of those interested: andit 
was due to the stockholders; due to the coinmunity, 
and due to the character of the meinhers of the com- 
mittee themselves, that the answer should be an ho- 
| nest and candid nne. That answer was given in a 
style of a simple narrative of facts, which had ocenr- 
red in its history since it becaine a state institution. 
To all who could think and calculate, these facts 
were amply sufficient to account for its actual situa- 
tion. If the inference fairly deduced from them were 
unfavorable to any of those who had been heretofore 
entrusted with its management, it was for them to 
exculpale themselves before the stockholders or the 
jpublic The committee were not a judicial tribunal, 
and it was not for theim to arraign at their bar the 
[officers and directors as persons accused. They 
therefore confined their exainination to the books, 
jand when explanation on any particular subject was 
needed, sought for it from those wha were supposed 
|to be able to furnish it. 

A vindication of tlie measures and policy of his 
administration was certainly to be expected from 
the tormer president, and had his publications been 
; ltinited to this, the committee would have remained 
‘silent. But a personal attack having been made 

upon them, their motives having been distinetly im- 
peached, and some of the facta presented in their 
report having heen formerly denied to be true, some 
notice of charges grave as these seeins absolutely 
necessary. 

| It will be remembered that the committee were 
appointed not only to verify, but to examine the de- 
tails of the report of the directors of December 21, 
1540. We did proceed both to verify and examine 
those details. We conceived that we had-an nn- 
doubted right to inquire how the immense mass of 
stocks on hand hail come into the possession of the 
bank; an inquiry which at once conducted us back 
to the anthority originally granted to the exchange 
coinmittee, to the loans and settlements whieh had 
been made by and with officers, to the cottan opera- 
tions, and to the canses which had led to the hypo- 
theeation of so large and valuable a part of these 
securities for debts abroad. No doubt was enter- 
tamed that the stockholders intended such an ex- 
aininalion fo be made, and the publie expectation in 
regard to the forthcoming report showed that the 
jcommunity in general looked for something more 
than a tere verification of the assets. The eom- 
miltee were further confirmed in these views by the 
resolution of the board of directors, inviting thein to 
investigate “the affairs and transactions” of the 
bank, and “the causes of its actual situation," and 
| expressing the wish that such an investigafion 
should be made, in order that the resu!ts might be 
laid before the meeting of the stockholders of April 
following. It has been asserted that this resolution 
is to be attributed fo the “alarm and confusion” 
which followed the last suspension, and was meant 
by the directors as an appeal to the committee for 
the purpose ot relieving themselves by throwing the 
blaine on their predecessors. 

Whether this were so or not, it is enough at pre- 
sent explicitly to deny that it was received withany 
understanding such as that relerred to. Nor is it 
necessary to add after what has alreaily been said, 
that it made no difference in the course which the 
committee had before determined to pursue. If no 
such resolution had been passed, a full and thorongh 
examination of the affairs and transactions of the 
bank would have been attempted; and if access to 
the books and papers for that purpose had heen re- 
(used, the tact would have been reported to the 
stockholders, and they would have been left to adopt 
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such measures as they might have deeined prop 
under the circumstances. 

It has also been asserted t 
was “a conspiracy got up by the managers ol the 
Schaylxill Navigation company aided by a few 
Weak persons who did not see that they were the 
anpes of their selfish associates,” and that the re- 
port was “Ihe vengeance of the Sehuylkill Naviga- 
tion company agaist the Bank of the U. States lor 
lending wouey to the Reading rail road." The 
stockholders have already been informed that four ot 
the six members of winch the coininittee was com- 

josed did not, and do not, own a singly share ol 
Sebuylkll ) 
interest of a single dollar m that improvement. 

As additional evidence it would seem, of these 
assertions, it is stated that Mr. Lippineotl, the chair- 
man of the committee, was the owner ot only five 
shares of stock in the bank, and Mr. Murphy of 
but two. The importantlaet, which tre very books 
from which this information was obtained would 
have furnished, is not noticed, that the remaining 
ineinbers were the proprietors together ol five bon- 
dred aud fitty-live shares, which the whole board ol 
twenty directors, elected in January last, (in which 
election, it is understood Mr. Biddle had a conside- 
rable agency) owned in all but one buudied and 
filty-fonr shares. Nor ought Mr. Biddle to have 
been so incautious, by adverting to this subject, as 
to invite the vemark that Mr. Massey's interest of 
two shares was just double his own. 

Much pains 
that the labors of the cominitlee have been, or are 
hkely to be, mjurious to the interests of the stock- 
holders. Now the facts are, that the stock of the 
bank had fallen upon the publicalion al [he state- 
iment of December 21st, 1840, froin 64 to 50, and 
upon the suspension of February last, to. 16, and 
tbe notes to a depreciation of 16 per cent. Whe- 
ther tlie losses of the stoekliolders are lo be aserib- 
ed to the policy and measures which caused pras- 
tration, as the committee thought, or to the oceur- 
rences whieh made that prostration known to the 
world, as Mr. Biddle contends—ia either ease, the 
inisehiel had all been done before the committee 
inade their report. i 

But it was evidently one of their leading objects 
to re-assure the stockholders, by alteinptiug to pre~ 
sent thein with a fair and honest estimate, not of the 
present availability, but ol the probable future 
worth of their assets in better times, and under 
more favorable circumstances, and thus eneourage 


liat the investigation 


thein to hold on to their stock. This wasa proini- | 


nent feature of the report, utterly inconsistent with 
any intention ^to break down the bank, earry down 
the Reading rail road, und. thus increase the profits 
of the (Schuylkill Navigation) company." — 

A single observation may he here appropriately 
inade on the subject of the condition in whieli Mr. 
Biddle lell the bank. Thereports of dividend com- 
inittees, and the published resolutions and state- 
inents of the directors have been referred to, and 
much relied ou by him. The readers of the report 
may be safely lelt lo examine pages 41 and 58 of the 
appendix, and forin a judgment on this question for 
themselves. J 

It will be there seen that tbe stoek account in 
April, 1839, amounted to $17,637,705 42 
Stock remittances to Europe 2,170,549 88 
Special Joan to the commonweallh, 671,000 00 
And the following, nat entered, but 

the bank having to pay them lor 

agreements entered into previous to 

April 1, 1839: 

Bonds ol Planters’ 

bank, $656,000 00 
Misssissippi 5 per cts. 2,000,000 00 
Michigan 6 per cts. 2,154,687 00 
——6.301,687 50 

$26,830,912 80 

To this may, with great propriety, be added the 
following items in the account of April 1, 1839, as 
being essentially of the same nature with the fore- 

ong: 
Buis discounted on otber than per- 

sonal security, $18,814,500 44 
Reat estate, 982,046 99 
Banking houses, 422,761 93 
Bonds and mortgages, 813,627 13 


$20,532,336 49 
So disproportionate an investment ol assets in 
euch securities would render any bank essentially 
unsale and unsound; and looking at the fluctuating 
character of the stock market, make it hizhly pro- 
blematical whether an institution thus eireuinstane- 
ed woul) not be obliged to succumb to the ficit 
commercial revulsion that might occur. 
it eaunot be denied that this course of policy 
crippled the bank, aud compelled her (o sue tor 


Navigation stock or loan, wor have they | 


have been taken to inspire the belief, | 


er, money in Enrope; and can it be satisfactonly ex- January 1, 1838, 


plained, 1 Mr. Buldle left. her prosperous on the 
| 29th March, 1839, bow it happened that nol quite 
‘five months alter, and before any of those occur- 
}rences to which the prostration is now ascribed, 
belore the “protest by Messrs. Hottinguer & Co.” 
betore ‘the sales of post notes in the fall ol 1839," 
before “the publication of the first of January," 
| before “the resumption," and belore “the third 
suspension." On the 220 of August, 1239, Mr. 
Jauton writes to Messrs. Humphreys and Biddle 
‘for £50,000, and tells thern, “life or death to the 
| Bank of the United States is the issue.” 

We proceed now to a brief review of those points 
in regard to which the accuracy of the faets pre- 
sented in the report have been called in question. 

1. As to Mr. Biddle's own account. 
| The fist item ot that account at p. 51 of the 
pamphlet js a3 follows; 
“Jan. 30, 1840. His nole due Feb. 2, 

1842, with interest, being for 700 

shares of Reading rail road stock, 

purchased of the bank by his agent, 

Jan. 3, 1835, $31,500 00” 

Mr. Biddle affirms that it was nol until Decein- 
ber, 1839, long alter he had lelt the bank, that he 
bought this stock of a stock broker. 
| The journal entry of the suspended debt depart- 
ment in relation to this item is as follows: 

Feb. 3, 1841. Nicholas Biddle, to bills 

discounted suspended, for amount 

due Irom N. Biddle, according to the 

following statement, with interest, 

from Jan. 80, 1840. $31,600 00 

“Sold by Thomas Biddle & Co. for account, J. 
Cowperthwaite, cashier, 

1839, Jan. 29, 100 shares Reading rail 


road, at #45, $31,500 00 
Interest 12 mos. to Jan, 1840, 1,890 00 
33,390 00 

Commission 4, 83 48 

33,306 52 


1859, Dec. 11. To cash paid, 1,000 00 
1340, Feb. 1, do. do. 806 52—-1,806 52 

Balanee due by N. Biddle, esq. — $31,500 00 
on 700 shares, which is payable in 12 months [rom 
| Jan. 30, 1840, witli interest, at 6 per cent. per an- 
num. (Signed), 

Tuos. Brppre & Co." 

| Thus it appears, if this entry is lo be relied on, 
| that the stock was bought on the 29ch January, 
(1839, made payable with inlerest in 12 months 
| from January 30, 1840, and that when its"maturity 
| ariived, February 2, 1841, not being paid, it was 
| transferred to the suspended debt department, and 
|! Mr Biddle there asked and obtained an extension 
| ol 12 months more, 
| The second item of the account is as follows: 
|*Jan.3, 1841. His note due Jan.6, 1842, 
| with interest, originally a debt to the 

bank, guaranteed by Mr. Biddle and 

now assuined by him, $100,000” 

In the original impression there was a typogra- 
phieal error, the word never printed for now, which 
was not discovered until after some four hundred 
| copies had been struck off. As soon as discovered 
the correction was made in the forin, and with the 
pen in as many as had been printed. Itis possible, 
however, that a few copies may have been given 
out before this was done, This is the only error 
pointed ouf in the second item, which as it was an 
absurdity as originally printed, would have led al- 
most any one to suspect a typographical mistake. 

The third item of the account is: 
“Balance of loans from bills receivable, 


$29,500” 
| (rom Mr. Cowperthwaite, declaring that he had ob- 
tained this money from the bank for Mr. Biddle, 
without his authority; but it further appeared that 
Mr. Biddle had anthorised Mr. Cowperthwaite to 
purehase for hiin the lands in Danphin county, for 
whieh the deed was given, and that after the fact 
was brought to his knowledge that the money had 
been taken from the teller's drawer, and while he 
was president of the bank, and charged on the books 
to him, he had admitted the debt by the payment of 
interest upon it. 

It will thus be seen that the account of Mr. Bid- 
dle, as subinitted, was, setting aside (he typograpbi- 
eal error, correct, and fully sustained by the books 
of the bank; yet he has not hesitated to prouounce 
it a "tissue of misrepresentations.” 

The committee continued themselves to so murh 
of this account as was standing unpaid or unsettled. 
Had they gone turther back it would have appear- 
ed that the following loans had been made to Mr, 
N. Biddle, and entered as "bills received,” 


Now it is trne the committee were shown a letter | 
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$20,000 
February 13, 1838, 10,000 
February 28, 13323, 5,000 
| June 30, 1838, 25,000 
September 1, 1838, 10,000 
amounting in all to $70,000 


which reinain unpaid up to March 25, 1839, upon 
which day it was paid m full with interest. 

If it be asked, why parade Mr. Biddle’s account 
helore the world? the answer is asimple one. It is 
because when those debis were contracted he was 
an officec—the chief officer—and bound as such to 
set an example to those in subordinate offices, and 
because, as he has himsell expressed it, **oflicers of 
banks ought not to be borrowers at all—never large 
borrowers.” 

2. The acconnt of Mr. S. Jaudon. 

Tbe statement of the expenses of the agency, 
London, and Mr. Jaudon's commissions, were in- 
troduced, not for the purpose of casting censure 
upon bim, but in order to show one of the conse- 
quences ol the policy of the bank, which had sub- 
jected her lo heavy discounts and expenses on her 
loans to Evrope; and also to exhibit the loose man- 
ner in which the agreement with that gentleman 
had been made, so that he could still charge extra 
cominission to so lage an amount, while it appear- 
ed at the same time to be part of the understanding 
with him that for the ordinary compensation stipu- 
lated he shonld devote himself exclusively to the 
business of the bank. 

Mr, Jaudon had also been ahorrower. The com- 
mittee referred to and gave his account in the ap- 
pendix, where the amounts and dates of his several 
loans, and the amounts and dates of his cash pay- 
ments with the list of his collateral securities are 
all stated in detail. ‘Here are a parcel of state- 
menis,” says Mr. Biddle, “called facts, and I sup- 
pose they are so scattered and separated that the 
great truth which they contain is studiously hid- 
den." This great truth seems to be, that Mr. Jau- 
don had reduced his debt to $117,000; that his eash 
payment amounted to $307,000; deducting which, 
from his receipts lor services, showed that the latter 
only exceeded the former by about $28,000. 

Yet this, we are told, "gives an entirely new as- 
pect to the whole question. For atter all,” says 
Mr. Biddle, “what debtor of the bank has paid so 
much or so well during that time. I doubt whether 
there is one single man who has paid in any thing 
like the same proportion of his debt." Perhaps 
there may be other heavy debtors of tne bank, who 
would engage fo pay even in luli, if employed in 
an agency or office at a salary or commission of one 
hundred thousand dollars per annum, four times 
the salary of the chief magistrate of the United 
States, and eleven times that of an American am- 
bassador abroad. 

Mr. Jaudon’s accounts would not have been again 
introduced, had not Mr. Biddle chosen to charge 
the committee with ‘scattering and separating the 
facts, so that the great truth which they contain is 
studiously hidden." This is a very strange asser- 
tion for any one lo make with the report hefore 
him. At page 16 Mr.Jaudon's indebtedness at the 
time he was elected foreign agent is stated at 
$408,389 25, and in the very next line that on the 
ist of March, 1841, it had been reduced to $117,500. 
And again, at pages 49 anıl 50, his whole account 
is given debit and credit —side by side on the same 
page. What closer juxta-position, what more full 
disclosure could have heen desired? 

3. THE COTTON OPERATIONS. 

We have carefully examined Mr. Biddle's first 
letter in relation to the entton operations, without 
having been able to discover that a single fact stated 
in the report on this subject, has been directly con- 
troverted. It is intimated, however, that these 
transactions were publicly knawn at the time they 
were going on, and that therefore the board of di- 
rectors could not have been ignorant of them, 
though it remains unexplained, why their formal 
consent was not asked and obtained to so large an 
appropriation of the funds of the institution for so 
unsual a purpose. The evidence relied on to sus- 
tain the position, that the directors eould not have 
been ignorant of it, is an extract fioi Mr. Biddle’s 
own published letter to Mr. Jolin Quincy Adams, 
of the date of Dec. 10, 1838. 1t is to be remarked, 
that in this letter it was said that “as soon as the 
capital and industry of the country lied time to sub- 
side into their accustomed channels, these opera- 
lions were relinquished, and naw they have totally 
and finally ceased.” So that, according fo Mr, 
Biddle, this publication was after these transactions 
were closed; and supposing that it stated them 
correctly, it would be of no avail as to the point in 
question. But it by no means stated the operation 
as it really was, ft contained this language: “As 
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the bank could not purchase these staples, it nade 
advances upon them in the south." The bank, 
however, did not advance to the sonthern planter or 


shipping werchant, as the paragraph implies. On | 


the contrary, its Junds were used by Mr. N. Biddle 
aud his partners 1n interest, to enable theim io pur- 
chase cotton and ship to England, in order that it 
Aught have the privilege of purchasing their bills 
or the bills of their agents, for the proceeds in| 
which to make remittances. 

Now, the evidence that the operation never was 
authorised or sanctioned by the board of directors 
is: 

1. That not one syllable in relation to it is to be 
found onthe minutes of the board, either at the time 
of its inception or during its progress. 

2. The preamble and resolution of the directors, 
Messrs. Cabot, Waln, Nett, Connell, Eyre, Price, 
Lewis, Martin, Handy and Taylor, adopted unani- 
mously on the 21st ot December, 1840: 

**As 1t appears by the report of the cainmittee on 
advances, that large transactions have been going | 
on lor several years without the sanction or know- 
ledge of the board of directors, and as it further ap- 
pears that these transactions were mostly if not 
wholly lor the account and to the profit and loss of 
the executive officers of this bank at those times, it 
is due liom this board, that their just coudeu.uatian | 
ol such things should be fully expressed and 1ecord- 
ed: it is therefore, 

Resolved, That the large advances made by the 
officers of the bank in the periods of 1537-8, and 
1538-9, being totally unauthorised and unknown to 
the board of directors, merits and receives our just 
censure aud condemnation,” 

3. Mr. Biddle's own admission. “I determined 


| Jaudon, to bave prevented the necessity of the sa- 


| upon by Mr. Biddle, as president of the bank, and 


that as it must be done I would do it myselt.” 

Indeed, itis very apparant, that Mr. Biddle, es- | 
pecially, daring the latter yeais of his presidency, | 
considered himself as the bank, and still considers | 
himself to have been so. Tms exhibits it-elf in 
several other parts ot his letters, besides that which | 
has just been adduced. For example, in speaking | 
of the resumption in January last, he says: "Had I. 
occupied the position I once did, 1 would not have | 
permitted that resumption.” Referring to the as- 
sistance given in 1837 to two large firms in this city, | 
he says: “The first l took in hand myself, making 
the necessary advances to carry theim throngt their | 
troubles, and they were accordingly saved. — With | 
the house of Thoinas Biddle & Co. ! would nat ine 
terfere, but I requested a committee to examine. 
their affairs, and if they thought it expedient, 1 
would consent to it.” 

It is true, that by the state of the bank, Jaid upon 
the directors’ table at every stated meeting, the 
amount of these advances on merchandise, was in- 
cluded in the amount ol “foreign bills of exchange.” 
It is true, also, that the comiaittee thought when they 
male their report, and still think, that so large an 
item ought to have attracted attention, andan expla- 
nation aud detail ol the particulars called for and ex- 
amined. Still it is fauly open to this remark, that | 
as the dealing ia foreign exchange had always been | 
regarded as the favorite, because the most profita- 
ble, and at the same time the safest branch ol the 
business of the bank, the directors who inspected 
the statement were doubtless gratified rather than 
othe: wise, in observing the extent of that line, and 
certainly had no reason to suspect any thing impro- 
per under snch a head. 

On quoting the passage of the report in which 
this is mentioned, Mr. Biddle exclains: “thanks to 
this blind rage for moie vengeance, they thus reveal | 
what completely answers all that they have previ- 
ously written; and never, certainly, was seen at the 
qnarter sessions a witness caught more coinpletely 
ia his own trap.” The committee canonly say that 
every part of the report was weil weighed, and this 
part as well as every other. The facts which it 
states are not contioverted,and they show, what 
the paragraph was intended to show, with what im- 
proper laxity the business was tiansacted— what a 
mere form the board of directors and its standing 
committees had become, and how entirely satisfied 
the president seemed to be of his own ability, un- 
assisted, to direct its aifairs, 

On a re-examination of the whole matter, the 
committee are lully borne out in their position that 
the “advances ou merchandise” was an operation 
undertaken and carried on, withont the authority, 
sanction, or even knowledge, of the board ol direc- 
tors. 

Some facts, however, have been stated in relation 
to this business, which were not known to the 
committee, and which require a lew remarks, in 
order that their proper bearing may be clearly un- 
derstood. 

1. We supposed that the $800,000 drawn froin 
the bank, amd distributed among the parties, were 
for profits actually then realized. 


It now appears from the statement of Mr. Joseph 
Cabot, published by Mr. Biddle iu his first letter, 
that one-half ot this amount was for anticipated pro- 
fits. We take the statement as correct, although 
there are some plain mistakes in the calculations 

So that we have i! from the best authority, that 
on the 22d of Angust, 1839, when Mr. Jaudon, the 
agent in London, wrote to Messrs. Biddle and | 
Humphreys for the advance of £50,000, telling 
thein **£ 5,000 bales of cotton must ga, let then go, | 
be the loss. what it may.” and on the following day | 
lor £50,000 inore, in consequence of which, as is 
pretended, the cotton was sacrificed,—at that very | 
time Mr. Bildle and his associates in this business | 
were in possession of an amount drawn fiom the | 
bank as estimated profits, which without doubt 
would have been sufficient. if in the hands of Mr. 


erifice. 

2. It appears that Mr, Biddle undertook this 
Operation **witliout the least idea of pecuniary ad 
vantage to hiraself," and that the object was not 
profit, but simply to enable the bank to make with 
salety the large remittances necessary to meet its 
bonds payable in London, which had been issued 
for the relief of New York. It was then entered 


lor the benefit of the bank. On this ground, and on 
this ground alone, is it vindicated. Itis even boast- 
ed, that “the possession of these funds abroad, was 
the means of protecting and saving the agent of the 
bank and of course the bank itself from prostration.” 

If then the whole operation was undeitaken for 
the benefit of the bank, in order to enable it to 
transinit its funds, how is it that, after the $800,000 
have been withdrawn and repayment is demanded 
of a part of this sum to ioake good subsequent losses, 
the transaction suddenly changes its character? ft 
becomes all at once, according to Mr. Biddle, **a 
question, how far, looking at it us a simple commer- 
cial operation, the only possible light in which it could | 
be regurded,” he, “a stranger, no longer connected 
with the bank, ought to bear the burden of this sa- 
crifice.”’ 

If according to “the only pnssible light in which 
it could be regarded,” it was “a simple coinmercial 
operation” of Mr. Nicholas Biddle, then here was 
the chief officer of that institution, employed at a 
salary of $8,000 per annum, in order that he might 
devote his whole mind to its business, engaging ina 
large commercial operation for his own benefit; and 
what is more and worse, using to the extent of many 
millions, the money of the bank for that object, 
without the approbation or even the knowledge of 
the board of directors. 

If, on the other hand, it be regarded as an opera- 


) tion undertaken solely for the benefit of the bank, 


ta enable it to make remittances to meet ils pay- 
ments in Europe, then when it becomes ahsolutely 


| necessary to toake a sacrifice in order to sustain the 


agent of the bank and the credit of the bank, the 
very object of the whale operation, on what princi- 
ple, consistently with this view, could the parties 
refuse to repay the money appropriated to them- 
selves under the name of profits? 

Had the $800,000 never been drawn, it isevident 
that the bank would stil! have been a loser on the 
whole business to the extent of $141,462 27. For 
the readers of the report will remember that, in 
settling the account, the parties interested claimed 
and were allowed a deduction for loss on southern 
funds, and in the purchase of cotton, of $310,071 
30, which was a proper allowance, ifit was an ope- 
ration desigued for the benefit of the bank. bat was 
without any good reason if "the only possible light 
in which it coul | be regarded" was that ol a simple 
commercial operation of individuals. 

One or two other matters remain to be briefly 
noticed in connection with this branch of the re- 

ort: 

t. Mr. Biddle states that it was after he had left 
the bank that Mr. Cabot presented to him the state- 
ment of the profits realizett and expected on the 
sales of the cotton, and that when he received this 
account he presumed the matter was correctly stat- 
ed, and it was so settled accordingly. Mr. Bid- 
dle resigned the presidency on the 29th of March, 
1839. The committee cannot of course say when 
he raceived the $100,000, his pretended share, in 
hand, but the books gave the following as the dates 
at which the money was drawn: 


March 25, 1839, : k $450,000 
29, “ : : 3 50,000 
April 16, « ; y 100,000 
May 22, « $ x 200,000 ! 
$300,000 


More than one-halfthe sum then was actually drawn 
belore Mr. Biddle left the bank; and whether he re- 
ceived it on those days or not, it is certainly a euri- 
ous coincident that upon the 25th of March, 1839, 


the date upon the first of these drafts, he paul his 
debt to the bank as heretofore mentioned of 70,000 
dollars with interest. 

2. Another cireumstance to be mentianed relates 
to the letter signed “T Dunlap, president,” to 
Messrs. Bevan & Humphreys ot Febrnary 25, 1840, 
in which he requests them to direct Messrs. Hum- 
phreys & Biddle to raise (unds by the sale of any or 
all the merchandise consigned to them, and, “if 
this sale should be attended hv any sacrifice on its 
cost,” nudertaking that the bank would make up 
the difference, aud “that the same difference would 
be made up on what they tad already sold Lt is 
to be observed that this letter never received the 
approbation of the hoard of directors, and was with- 
out their knowledge. The committee have also 
gond reason to believe that it was drafted by Mr. 
Biddle himself, urged by him upon Mr. Dunlap, 
and signed by the laiter gentleman with great re- 
luctance—an error, for such it andoubtedly was, 
which he alterwatds redeeined, as far as it was pos- 
sible, by insisting in the final settlement, upon the 
liability of the parties to refund the loss, and by 
makiog the best arrangements in his power to re- 
pay his own shate, principal and interest, 

4. The permanent expense account. 

Before proceeding to remark upon these portions 
of Mr. Biddle’s letters, which relate tottis account, 
we may be permited to state, as lar as we are able 
lo ascertain it, the history of the entry of $400,000 
to “lasses chargeable to contingent fund” for the 
parent bank notes, to be found in this appendix to 
the report, (p. 68), and mentinned also at (p. 23), 
as not having been satisfactorily explained. 

It appears that on the 29th of February, 1836, the 
amount of sundries in the first teller's drawer, was 
$1,436.511 49. Of this smn $400,000 were the 
receipts of the president, for moneys paid him on 
the cashier’s orders. This amonnt of snndries on 
the following day, March 1, 1836,stond at only 
$1,049,905 42. The receipts in question had been 
taken out and cannot now be found. About the same 
time a quantity of bank notes was burned under 
the supervision of a committee of the board, and 
among them ten post notes of $40,000 each, which 
bad been entered in the post note register, but mark- 
ed in the margin not issued. The report of the 
burning made out as usual by the officers, was 
signed by the chairioan of the committee, and pre- 
sented to the board, 

This report included the amount of the post notes 
destroyed under the general bead of parent notes. 
An entry of it was accordingly made on the journal 
of that day. and the whole amount destroyed and 
carried to the credit of the account of parent bank 
issues in the general ledger. Some time about 
June, 1839, the clerk who kept that account found, 
to his supprise, that the balance was on the wrong 
side, by which it seemed that more parent bank 
notes of the particular denomination had been de- 
stroyed than had ever been issued, and liaving sa- 
tisfied himself that there was no mistake iu the cal- 
culation, reported the fact. It became necessary 
to balance this false entry by a corresponding entry 
upon the other side, whieh was accordingly done 
upon the 27th of June, 1840, and the amount as we 
see Carried to the account of Inssea chargeable to 
to the contingent fund. 

Thus, then, to the amount of $618,540 15-100, 
disbursed by the officers of the bank without ac- 
count, since the recharter, is to be added this sum 
of $400,000, expended on or about that very period, 
making in all the sum of $1,018,640 15.000. 

ln regard to these expenditures, the objects of 
which they did not find stated on the books, the 
committee addressed tlie president of the baak for 
information. Hisauswer was in substance, that as to 
those amounts which had been expended before the 
period of his presidency, he could not furnish the 
committee with any information; that as to $99,200, 
charged in March and April, 1840, it had been dis- 
bursed under the directions of a committee of a 
board, appointed under a resolution of March $d, 
1840. Similar letters were then addressed to Mr. 
Biddle aud Mr. Cowperthwaite. From Mr. Biddle 
uo answer was received. Mr. Cowperthwaite, as 
it has been stated, called on the chairman of the 
committee, and inlormed him that he had been at 
bank, where access to the vouchers had been refus- 
edtohim. This the chairman wrote upon a small 
piece of paper, and requested Mr. Cowperthwaite 
to add any thing further he wished; upon which he 
wrote that he was willing to furnish the committee 
any inforioation he was possessed of. This was 
uot signed by him nor addressed to the committee. 
The only varience between this statement and that 
of Mr. Cowperthwaite is, that he says that he stat- 
ed to Mr. Lippincott, what ‘his recollection was” 
respecting the vouchers; that he, (Mr. Lippincott), 
requested it might be put down in writing, and a 
short memorandum was accordingly made. Yet Mr, 
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Cowperthwaite does not communicate that whieh it 
is most important to know—swhat it was which he 
did reeollect about these vonehers. — — 

The simple question was and still is—for what | 
purposes were tliese suins expended? An answer 
to this question bas not yet heen given from any 
quarter, either to the commniltee, to the stockholders 
or the public. Were they legitimate and proper 
purposes? If so, why not disclose them? 

Is it at all credible that alter the lapse of so short 


ELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES, IN N. YORK. 


every case of this kind which came to their know- 
ledge, in which a director or chief officer was a 
party inierested. 

ln reference to the guarantee by the bank of the 
contract inade by Mr. Thomas Dunlap for the pur- 
chase of "Illinois and Michigan stoek," the state- 
ment made by that gentleman in a pnblished note 
addressed to the committee 1s entirely accurate. It 
did not appear that any personal advantage was 
expected or derived by him froin the coutract, and 


a period, the officers in question “find it difficuli jit was supposed to have been mentioned in the re- 
to recall? what were the objects of these large dis- | port, in a manner and connection which showed 
bursements? ft is enough for Mr. Biddle again to with sufficient clearness that it was really for the 
en'reneli hünself behind the formal report of a di- | use and benefit of the bank, and that the particular 
vidend commitiee, which alter all. sinply states the | mode had been adopted in order that she might 
fact that there was charged to bonns and perina- | without a violation of the charter become the pro- 
nent expenses, an awonnt of $3,510,694 29 100, in prietor of this stock. The committee thonght it 
which was included a part of these sums? Yet this | proper fo notice it, as it was a contract of impor- 
is really the only aw'hority for the assertion, that tance, to which the assent of the board had not 
‘wilh regard to these disbursements made during | been asked or obtained. 

‘his? administration, the whole of them were duly| Having thus re-examined. it is believed, every 
examined, reported upon by a committee and eon- | point in regard to whieh the fidelity or impartiality 
Jirmed by the board befare ‘HE’ left the bunk?”?— ot the report has been ealled in question, we must 
Even supposing it were so, that fact certainly | now finally snbiait the whole matter to the judg- 
ought not to preclude the stockholders Irom such | ment ot the stockholders and the public. 
information as was requested. But the fact is, that JOSHUA LIPPINCOTT, 

not only was that report, according to the statement MOSES KEMPTON, 

of the chairman of that committee, made without CHARLES MASSEY, Jr. 
any examination ol the vouchers of the permanent EDWARD COLES, 

expense account, but the sum nf $63,323 25 paid | JOHN BACON, 

out, while Mr. Biddle was president, was not | ; JAMES NEWBOLD. 

charged until subsequently. i | Philadelphia, Muy 18th, 1841. 

Mr. Biddle complaius that the expenditures of| Mr. Duane prefaced with some remarks, the fol- 
this kind made during bis adininistration were not |owing preamble and resolutions, which, with the 
discriminated from those of his successor. The exception of the last resolution, were adopted, al- 
importance of this to his charaeter or the object of ter much discussion, and some modification. 
the report did not occur to the committee, but it is} [fhereas, the stockholders of the United States 
here stated as he appears to desire. — | bank ol Pennsylvania, at their meeting in January 
The amount charged as expended prior to March | last, referred to a committee the reports then made 

29, 1839, is . $359,241 10 to them, and the committee have reported that large 
To thls must be added this sum, suins of money belonying to the stockholders bad 

which, tough charged at various been expended by their agents for purposes which 

subsequent dates, had all been ex- the commiitee conld not ascertain the nature ol: 

peuied prior to March 29, 1839, aud whereas, no explanation on this subjeet has 
And this further sum being money been subsequently ohtained, and color is thus given 

paid the president, on cashiers’ to imputations cast upon the late and existing bank 

vouchers, which was at first charg- ofthe United States that its funds had been used | 

ed to parent bank note account, corruptly. And whereas, under such circum- 
slances, entire silenee on the part of the stockhold- 
ers would be inconsistent with their regard tor the 
reputation of their country, and with their own self 
respeet—theiefore, 


Resolved, That the stake which we have in the 
honor and welfare of our country now and hereaf- 
ter is far more preeious than any personal interest 
which we can have in any ehartered institution. 

Resolved, That we denounce and condemn as 
hostile to hberty and subversive of virtue, any ex- 
peuditure or loan, if any such has been made by 
the late or existing Bank ol the United States, un- 
der a former administration, for the purpose of in- 
(l iencinz the publie press, operating upon the pub- 
lic suffrage, or securing the aid of legislators or 


68,323 25 


400,000 00 
$327,904 35 

So that during Mr. Biddle’s adminis- 
tration, fiom March, t336, to April, 
1839, a period of three years and 
one month, there were expended for 
purposes not yet explained, the sam 


| 


$827,564 35 


o 
Leaving for the nineteen months 


which succeeded, 191,055 80 


$1,018,650 15 
Belore concluding, the committee desire to be 
indulged in one other short explanation. It is in 
relation ta the fact pried at page i of ps tepon 
ha ere had been “taken in settlement of debt, kt EE i 1 
bise e Bevan & Humphreys, (Mr. Joseph otlier publie agents tor any object whatever. 
Cabot, one of that firm, being at the time a director Resolved, That for the sake of the publie exam- 
of the bank), 1,150 shares of United States bank | ple, we regret that the cominittee appointed by the 
stock, in 1933, viz: on the 2d of August, 250 shares stockholders in January last, failed to obtain a 
at $123, the bank selling on the same day at $120 knowledge of the particulars of the expenditures to 


| 


lands. 


$1,655 20. The receipts are, for sales of books, 
&c. $4,127 98; donation of E. C. Delevan, $5,000; 
other sources, $1,458 69. Balance in the treasury, 
$341 48. 

The report of the executive committee was then 
presented by its chairman. It alluded to the re- 
inarkable progress of temperance in Llieiand, to the 
snecess attending the tour ot the agent of the Ame- 
rican temperance societies, the rev. Robert Baird, in 
Northern Europe, and to the strong, and in good de- 
gree successful, efforts of the drunkards themselves 
in various cities of the United States to emancipate 
themselves from the self-imposed but most galling 
bondage of intemperance. It stated that 15,000 
drunkards have been reformed in the United States 
within the last six mouths. The following tempe- 
rance publications have been circulated during the 
year, at an expense of $10,347 39; 105,000 teinpe- 
rance books; 200,000 juvenile temperance publica- 
tions; 30,000 copies of the annual report; 24,000 
teinperanee traets, alinanacs, &c.; 26,000 extra New 
York Observers and Evangelists with extracts trom 
the essay of Anti-Bacchus and 15,000 eopies of the 
celebrate “beer trial" in Albany. With $3,000 
anunally, besides the income from the sale of books, 
pamphlets, &e. the society can carry lorward its 
plans into successiul operation. No summary was 
given of the nuinber of members in each of the se- 
veral states. The number of distilleries within 
the limits of the union was stated at 9,659 annu- 
ally manufacturing 20,343,236 gallons of ardent 
spirits. In contrast with this, the faet was stated 
that, sixteen years ago, the number of distille- 
us was 40,000, manufacturing 72,000,000 gal- 
ons. 

Mr. Taylor, ehairman of the executive commit- 
tee of the New York state temperance society, intra- 
duced a resolution pertaining to the general subject, 
which was seconded by Mr. Jewett of Boston, who 
supported it in a speech of considerable length. Prof. 


| Goodrich, of Yale college also introduced a resolu- 


tion, and supported it in a brief address. Rev. Mr. 
Scott, of Stockholm, in Sweeden, then addressed 
the convention [or sometitae, presenting many iute- 
resting facts relative to the progress of temperance 
in that kingdom. He said that with a population of 
less ‘than 3,000,000, Sweden had 160,000 distilleries, 
furnishing more than 40,000,000 of gallons yearly. 
There is nota great degree ol gross drunkenness 
there, but nearly ail drink to some extent. The 
meeting was farther addressed by rev. Robert Baird, 
recently from Northern Europe, who gave a very 
interesting sketch of his philanthropic labors there, 
and by rev. Mr. Bingham irom the Sandwich Is- 


One of the speakers stated, that in Russia, there 
were thirty or foity local goveinmeuts, each of which 
paid to the general government a certain sum for the 
privilege of manulacturing and selling ardent spirits. 
The amount received by the general government was 
25 million rubles. The local governments larmed out 
this privilege to individuals, and received an equal 
sum, This is the Russia systero of licenses. 

[Log Cabin. 

THE AMERICAN BIBLE socrETY. This society 
celebrated its twenty-filih anniversary yesterday at 
10 o'clock A. M. at the Broadway tabernacle, ho- 
norable John Cotton Sinith, president in the chair. 
A chapter of the Bible was read and the president 


less brokerage; on the 22d of August 500 shares, | wbich they have referred in their report, and that 
e 32 | publie thanks will be merited by those who, pos- 


| sessing the knowledge, shall disclose it. 

{ Resolved, That in such an inquiry as that which 
was in January, allecting the fame of the country 
and the safety of its institutions, a full development | 
of truth was a higher consideration than the ephe- 
meral interests of individuals or stockhohlers, and 
that for this and other reasons we do not concur 
with the majorily of the investigating committee in 
suppressing the particulars of the active and sus- 
pended debt J 

Ou motion, the meeting adjourned. 


RELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES. 

The principal moral and religious societies of the 
United States beld their annual meetings in the city 
ol New York during the last week. We give the 
following abstract of their proceedings. 

THE AMERICAN TEMPERANCE UNION. This 
plilantliropie assoeiation held its celebration at tlie 
Murray steet church on ‘Tuesday morning at 10 
o'clock. The exercises were opened with prayer 
by rev. Dr. Nott, of Union college, alter. which ho- 
norable Theodore Frelinghuysen president of the 
society, read an address setting forth as character, 
anns, means and successes. The annual report of 
the nancial condition of the union was then read 
by the treasurer. [t presents the following. snm- 
mary: Amount paid for printing, &e. $5,241 09; 
salaries of ugents, $3,34t 20; postage, freight, 
pabhe meetings, and other purposes not specified 


and ou the 23d of August 400 shares, ar $125; the 
market price on those two days being 2512321, the 
bank selling the day after at $123, less hrokerage."" 
These gentlemen have published a card denying 
the accuracy of this statement. They affirm that 
neither their firm nor any member of it “ever made 
any settlement or payment to the bank in any stock 
ut any price." They add, however, “when the, 
stock way withdrawn fiom the bank, the amount) 
advanced on it being [00 dollars per share, was duly 
paid with interest thereon at 6 per cent.” This 1s 
go: but the books of the bank show that on the very | 
days when these sales took place, the debts lor 
which the stock had been pledged, were paid. It 
was in substance, then, if not in forin, a settlement, | 
As to the price, it is not denied that that of the 900 
shares was ahove the market price of ihe day— 
though itis remarked that these shares were lor 
«individual acconnt; that is, were owned by the 
partners of the firm in their individual and nof in 
their partnership capacity. As to the price ol. the 
two bundred and fitty shares, the committee had 
and gave as their anthority the books of the bank, 
which sustain their assertion, What inay bave 
been their priee next day was nothing to the point, 
the cashier who made tbe settlement ought to have 
known the price at which the bank was then selling, 
These gentlemen express surprise that they should 
have been mentioned by name, which makes it 
proper to add (hat it was done in conformity to a 
general rule adopted by the committee, to mention 


| 


| made an eloquent and impressive address. The re- 
| port of the treasurer was then presented, the whole 


amount of receipts during the year was stated at 
$113,860 41, being an inerease of $21,505 on the 
returns of last year. Of this $9,747 were froin le- 
gacies The corresponding secietary, rev. J. C. 
Brigham presented the report of the board of mana- 
gers, ot which the following is a suinmary: 

Since the organization of the society through ils 
efforts nearly 3,000,000 Bibles and Testaments have 
been sent forth and means furnished for publishing 
uot less than 300,000 copies more in loreign lan- 
guages. Tbey have been published in five Indian 
tongues, in seven of those spoken in Europe, in five 
of those used in Asiatic Turkey, in seven of those 
of India, in the Cinnese, the Hawaiian, the Saud- 
wieh Islands, and in the Grebo tongue on the west 
coast of Alrica. Means have also been furnished 
for the purchase and distribution of the scriptures 
inas many as twenty additional tongues, making 
something like fifty to which they bave directly and 
indirectly gone forth in the world, Inthe course of 
the year lour hundred persons have become life mem- 
bers and hfe directors, and 19 new auxiliaries have 
been fonnded ipostly in the western states, 

The whole number of Bibles and Testaments 
printed during the year is 166,875; the number is- 
sued during the saine time is 150,202, showing a de. 
crease of 8,096 on the lormer report. The distribu. 
tion of Bibles with the amount received in return has 
been apportioned as follows: 
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States. Copies of scrip. Amount rec'd. 
Maine 909 1,113 
New Hampshire 1,990 874 
Vermont 2,769 1,458 
Massachusetts 10,539 16,696 
Rhode Island 1,361 441 
New York 52,661 36,113 
New Jersey 2,158 3,332 
Pennsylvania 13,134 9,703 
Maryland 6,535 2,830 
South Carolina 2,657 6,225 
Georgia 2,419 822 
Alabama 225 272 
Mississippi 2,231 2,862 
District ot Columbia 139 2,877 
Ohio 8,234 4,914 
Indiana 912 791 
Illinois 1,682 2,124 
Michigan 1,322 394 
Missouri 350 30 
Kentucky 1,045 1,377 
Tennessee 1,688 2,374 
Virginia 1,139 697 
Louisiana 392 952 
Arkansas ji 150 — 
Wiskonsan, Iowa 

Florida ie n 


Great attention has been paid to distributing the 
Bible among emigrants, 57,889 of whom arrived at 
this port wilhin Ihe last ten months, Books have 
been sent to many foreign countries and the Jollow- 
ing grants ol money have been imade to promote the 
circulation of the scriptures abroad: 


To aid distribution in France $942 55 
oo e Prussia 1,000 6 
st se Belgium 500 00 

To aid in preparing and thstributing in 
Northern India 1,000 00 

Toaid in publishing a Hebrew Spanish 
Old Testament, at Vienna 6,000 00 

To aid preparation, &c. at Ceylon 1,000 00 

For the same at Constantinople 3,501 52 

For the same at Madias 6,000 00 

For the same at Madura 2,000 00 

For publishing the Howoiian scripture at 
the Saudwich Islands 5,500 00 

For printing gospels iu tlie Grebo tongue 
on the west coast ol Alrica 250 00 


The report states that $50,000 is the least sum 
which should be provided forthe coming years. Re- 
solutions were presented having reference to the 
general designs of the society, and addresses were 
made by rev. Dr. De Wit, of this city, rev. James 
W. Dale, general agent ot the Bible society, rev. 


John Coleman, of Pinladelpliia, rev. J. W. Yeo-| 


inans, of Trenton, N. Jersey, rev. prot. Einory, of 
Baltimore, rev. George Scott, from Stockholun, 
Sweden, rev. H. Bingham, irom the Sandwich Is- 
lauds, aud the rev. Mr. Thompson of London. 

[ Tribune. 


AMERICAN SxAMENS' FRIEND socIETY. This 


soriety held their anniversary at the Tabernacle last | 


evening. Altbough the day bad been very wet yet 
quite a crowded audience assembled. Some very 
brief abstracts Itoin the report of the society were 
read. Wuh regard to the foreign operations of the 
society, it stated that there was, at present. no agent 
at Honolulu in the Sandwich Islands. The agent 
of that station, while on a voyage for his helalth, 
had died, another had been appointed who was ex- 
pected soon to sail for the Island, At Sidney in 
Australasia a new station, had, during the past year, 
been established. At Mavie in France, at Stock- 
hoiin in Sweden, at Lisbon in Portugal, and at the 
other foreign stations the labors of the chaplain had 
been attended with much success. The domestic 
operations of the soeiety had been attended with 
the like happy results. With exception of New 
Orleans and Mobile, chaplains were regularly sta- 
tioned al the most important ports on the sea coast. 
The Bethel churches under their charge were in- 
creasing, and the condition of the seamen within 
their influence was improving. Reading rooras 
had been established in connection with several 
Bethel societies. The number of boarding houses 
for seamen had been increased, and the number 
who resorted to thein had been greatly augmented. 
'Their influence on the character of the sailors who 
boarded at {hein had been such as to cause a re- 
formation in their morals; their wages instead ol 
being thrown away, were either deposited at in- 
terest or sent home to friends. At the boarding 
house for colored seamen, newly established, there 
had beeen inore than 400 during the last fourteen 
inonths. The operations of the soeiety on the wes- 
iern lakes aud rivers had exerted a happy intlu- 
ence. 

The various auxiliary societies had besides sus- 
taining their operations paid into the treasury of this 
society $700 during the past year. These societies 


| 
1 


had in their operations expended $40,000. 


The ex- 
penditure of the Aineriean society during the past 
year had been 28,692 55, and it is at present consi- 
derably in arrears. 

The andience then listened to interesting addresses 
from Mr. Spauldiug, the rev. Mr. Seott, ehaplain at 
Stockholm in. Sweden, Mr. Dana. of Boston, Mr. 
Stillman, and Mr. Bingham, of the Sandwich Islands. 

[Jour. of Com. 

THE Foreign EVANGELICAL society. The 
Mercer street church was filled with an intelligent 
and attentive audience last evening on the oecasion 
of the anniversary of ttus society. After the reli- 
gious introductory exercises, the president, honora- 


ble Theodore Frelinghuyseny inade some opening | 


remarks relative to the position and importance of 
America, in carrying forward the great object of 
this society, and as having connected with it cir- 
cumstances calculated to furnish to the Christian 
and the patriot grounds of the strongest hope. Mr. 
Chester then read the report of the treasurer, from 
which it appears that the receipts of the past year 
fiom the several churehes of this city, from other 
cities and sections of our country, and from various 
benevolent societies, amounted ta above $14,000 
while the disbursements for the various purposes 
antl operations connected with the objeet of the so- 
ciety amounted to about $9,000. Rev, E. N. Kirk 
read extracts from the extensive aud interesting re- 
port of the executive committee, giving an account 
of the present condition and Iutare prospects of the 
various missionary stations eonnected with tlie so- 
cie!'v, in Europe and in Canada., Prof. Goodri. h, 
of Yale college, noved to print the report, aud ac- 
companied the motion with remarks upon the duties 
and responsibilities of the American churches. Mr. 
Kirk offered several resolutions setting forth the 


principles of the society and. the objects which it! 
Rev. Mr. Cheever, rev. | 


proposes to accomplish, 
Robert Baird and rev. Mr. Scott fiom Stockholm, 


| gave most interesting accounts of their efforts and 


success in disseminating evangelieal trath, and ex- 
citing a more deep-toned piety in the several coun 
tries of the old world. The meeting was closed by 
some remarks liom Mr. Kirk. [ Tribune. 
New York AND AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
UNION. Under the direction of this association, 
the children of the Sabbath schools throughou! the 
city foined a protession and marched through the 
principal streets to Castle Gaiden. Tre celebra- 


tion of the society was held at the Tabernacle iv} 


the evening, the exereises commenced with a prayer 


by the rev. Dr. Macauley, rev. Dr. Ferris being in| 


the chair. An abstract of the annual report was 
read by the corresponding secretary. 
o! Sunday schools in the city reported tn the society 
was stated tu be $1; there were 12 not reported. 1n 


these there are 12,032 scholars, 6,589 of which are | 


in the classes reading the scriptures, There are en- 
gaged in these schools 1,249 male and 1,316 female 
teachers, of these 2,131 are professors of religion. 


B. sides pamphlets, &e. to the value of some $300, 


these various schools have l:braries containg Bibles, 
Hymn books, Q :estion books, &c. to the amount ol 
about 12,000 volumes. In the penitentiary school, 
about 800 persons have received instruction during 
the year. The influence of this school is said to have 
been very sensibly beneficial. 

Atter the report was read, an address was deliver- 
ed by rev. Dr. Hutton of this city. He spoke par- 
ticularly of the inflaence of Sunday sehools upon 
society. He spoke of it, at some length, us being, 
as a invans of doing good, at once the hurablest and 
most powerful, the wost limited and yet the most 
far-reaching, the least costly aud yet the most valu- 
able, the most direet and all-embracing inculcaling 


patriotisin, obedience to law and all social as well| 


The number | 


The receipts of the year were $85,413; being an 
increase of $7,063 upon those of the year preced- 
ing. Older congregations in the east had ceased to 
nad aid, and new ones in the west had taken their 

aces. 

In 80 of ihe churches there had been interesting 
revivals of religion, and 3,235 liad been reported 
Iram all the churches as hopeful subjects of renewing 

race, 

Between 50 and 60,000 Sabbath schools and Bible 
class pupils were eonnected with the congiegations, 
and between 60 and 70,000 subscribers to tempe- 
rance pledges. 

The society had already pledged to the missiona- 
ties far the coming year, $34,683; and it needed 
$50,000 inore another year, than it bad received the 
| last, to enable it to meet the most pressing necessi- 
ties of our infant settlements. 

AMERICAN TnaAcT society. The sixteenth an- 
niversary of the American Tract soeiety was held in 
New York on Wednesday. The annual report 
showed the extent of the operations of the society 
for the past year. Seven volumes have beeu ste- 
reotyped during the year. The number of new 
volumes and traets issued is 26; total publications 
994, including 95 volumes, approved for circulation 
in various languages abroad, Total printed the past 
year, 4,136,710 publications, or 95,958,500 pages, 
including 254,710 volumes; total carenlated 4,124,372 
publications. or 80,581,565 pages, including 153,340 
volumes Total circulation since the formation 
of the society, 59,383,771 puhlications, ineludine 
1,598,150 volumes, making in all 1,122,252,841 
pages. 


New YORK COLONIZATION SOCIETY had its 9th 
‘anniversary on Wednesday. The treasurer tead his 
report for the past year. The subscriptions received 
amounted to $10,266, which was expended in vari- 
ous outlays for goods sent to the colony at Liberia, 
and o her neeessary expenses. The report of the 
board of managers contained many encouraging 
facts in relation to the progress of the colony in Alrica 
ani the colonization cause in geneial. A resolution 
was passed (hat the clergymen and churches ol ever 
denomination in onr conntry be solicited to take up 
| a collection on the 4th July, being the anniversary 
of our independence, in behalf ot the funds of tke 
colonization society. 


AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. The old 
organization of the abolitionists beld its anniversary 
at the Broadway Tabernacle on Tuesday moiniug, 
| Mr. Lindsley Coates, president of the society inthe 
| chair. Mr,.Gibbons presented au abstract of the 
annual report, stating the inauspieious ciienin- 
stances unter which the soeiety assembles. The 
collisions in its ranks, the alienation of the Einanci- 
pator, and the transferrence of the books, plates and 
apparatus of the society, amounting to $10,000, 
were spoken of as the prominent causes of discou- 
rayemeut. The society has not, however, yielded 
ta dejeetion, A new press, the “Anti-Slavery 
Standard,” has been started; an agent is laboring 
abroail to secure the co-operation of European aboh- 
tionists; and the conventions which have recent] 
been held in western New York, are alluded 10 as 
cheering indications of prosperity. The exclusion 
| of. their delegates from the World's convention is 

mentioned, aud the report stated that tan impres- 
sion unlavorable to tlie society had been produced 

| in England, chiefly throngh the efforts of James G. 
| Buney." Political action was deprecated. The 
treasurers report, read by Mr. O Johnson, stated 
| the receipts of the year at. $6,821. 40, aud the dis- 
| bursements at $6,671 96; leaving iu the treasury a 
balanee ot $149. 44. 

A resolution was then offered and an adilrezs 


as religions duties, as the most trying and yet tie | made by Wim Lloyd Garrison of Boston. He la- 
most pleasant, the most unpromising and yrt the! mented the poverty of the English language to ex- 
most hopeful among all the ageucies eniployed in| press the emotions excited by the horrors of slave- 
disseminating religious and moral truth. Eloquenti ry; declared that the American people were hars, 
addresses were also delivered by prof. A. C. Kend- | aud filled with a most unrighteons ard hateful pre- 
rick of Ham Iton college, rev. Joel Parder, D. D. | judice against the colored portion of our population; 
president of the Union Theologieal! seminary in tliis | an) avowed himself proud of the detestation in 
city, and rev. Mr. Touusely froia the western part, whieh he knew he was held from one end of the 
of this state. The attendanee was large anda ge- | land to the nther. He closed after reading extracts 
neral interest Was manilested in the exerciscs and | from the writings of several foreign abolitionis!s.— 
in the cause of Sabhath school instrnetion. | The convention was further addressed by Alvin 
[Tribune. | Stewart, of Utica, Nathaniel R. Rogers, esq of 

= New Hampshire, and Charles C. Burlerzh, of Phila- 

AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY.  The|delphia, when it adjourned until afternoon. On 
report of tlie executive coinmittee of the Aineriean | coming together again, some amendments were 


home missionary society, read at its anniversary 
meeting ou Wednesday, represents that six bun- 
dred and ninety misssonaries, ten more than last 
year, had been this year in commission, in 862 con- 
gregations and missionary districts, which are to be 
found in 21 ditferent states and territories, in Canada 
and in Texas. 


made to Ibe report, and a spirited discussion arose 
upon an expression init ip which the Emancipator 
was said to have been “transferred to hostile hands,” 
in which Messrs. Fuller, Garrison, Burleigh, Dres- 
set, Rogers, Benson and Miss Abby Kelly took a 
prominent part. The expressiou was finally chang- 
ed so as to read “hostile to an organization.” Tie 
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course of the “World’s convention” in excluding 
from its deliberations some who presented thein- 
selves as delegates, was also the subject_of conside- 
rable remark. [ Tribune. 

AMERICAN AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIE- 
ty. The first anniversary of this society was helt 
Jast evening, at the church corner of Houston and 
Thompson streets, at which Mr Arthur Tappan 
presided. It appears that this society is composed 
of seceders from the old anti-slavery society, in 
which there was a good deal of difficulty last year, 
and ao great a difference of opinion as to the mea- 
sures to be adopted, aod the rules for their govern- 
ment, that a separation took place, and this society 
took the uame of the American and Foreign anti- 
slavery society, and carries on its operations entire- 
ly distinct from the old society. The assembly, 
composed ol blacks and whites promiscuonsly, was 
not very large. After a prayer, an abstract of the 
annual report was read by the secretary, the rev. ; 
Joshua Leavitt. It did not contain many slatistics, | 
but was rather a general view of the progress of the | 
anti-slavery cause all over the world. Tlie execu- | 
tive cominittee bave published a journal called the | 
American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Reporter, | 
which has been widely circulated. Some account | 
waa given of the great anti-slavery canventian in| 
London last suminer, and the doings of the delegates | 
froin this society. It is proposed to hold anotties 
similar convention in London next year. The ex- 
ecutive committee have been compelled to dispense 
with the services of their two secretaiies, Messrs. 
Buney aud Stanton, for want of funds for their sup- 
port. The past year has been one of comparative 
inaction in the anti slavery cause; still the cominit- 
tee are assured that its onward progress was not re- 
tarded. Many more churches had resolved not to 
receive slave-holders to their communion. 

The Amistad case was referied to, and the con- 
duct of the late adininistration in relatian to the at- 
tempt to deliver up the negroes to the Spanish au- 
thorities severely animadveited on. The opinions 
of various southern politicians, and their speeches in 
cangress and elsewhere were cited to prove that the 
subject of emancipation was beginning to be thought 
of serionsly at the south. 

The first speaker was the rev. Mr. Brisbane, of 
Cincinnati, formerty of Charleston, where he was a 
slavelholier, but who freed his slaves some years 
sinee, and has been since an active abolitionist.— 
His remarks were generally on the hacknied topic 
uf treatment of slaves at the south, and the barbari- 
ties of the system, and presented nothing new. He 
was fallowed by Mr. Stuait, uf Utiea, on the subject 
ol political abolitionism. Mr. S. insisted on the 
obligation every one, particularly the friends of 
emancipation, were under to express their opinions 


success in instructing them to read, and related 
many very interesting incidents and marks of their 
character which he had observed during his inter- 
course with them. He also presented some state- 
ments with regard to their native country, in which 
saine twenty days’ labor will procure subsistence 
for the year. The people live in sinall villages, have 
laws, and are exceedingly hospitable and scrupit- 
lously honest. Whenever a father has a son old 
enough to work, he himself works no longer—the 
children always living with their parents. Tbe ne- 
groes read portions of the Bible 1n succession, and 
one of the lads, about 18 years old, made an address 
in English, giving the history of their captivity, &c. 
and containing many piquant though of course 
homely remarks on American character and man- 
ners. Cinquez made an address in his native lan- 
guage—delivering it in a remarkably energetic 
style, abounding in violent gesticulation, and occa- 
sionally appealing to the others for confirmation of 
what tie was saying, who always responded by a 
slight utterance, They sang several songs in their 
native language, and appeared highly pleased with 
the interest {hey excited. [Log Cubin. 


LAW CASES. 

No srLAvERY IN Onto. An interesting and impor- 
tant decision has just been made by the supreme 
conrt of Ohio, sifting at Lebanon, in the case of A. 
T. Biovks and others, vs. the state, being a writ of 
error to the court of corninon please of Warren coun- 
ty. Chiefjustice Lane and Judge Hitchcock on the | 
bench, the chief justice delivered the opinion of the | 
court, deciding that if the owner ofa slave voluntari- 
ly bring tiim into this state, or permit hit ta come, | 
alihough it should be only for the purpose of visit- 
ing or travelling through from one state to another, | 
the slave in such case, becomes a (ree man the mo- | 
ment he touches the soil of Ohio; and consequently 
that if, under such circumstances, the former owner, 
or any person, should attempt to detain in bondage, | 
or carry away the slave thus emancipated, against 
the will ol the latter, such pieteniled owner or other 
peison would thereby become himself a violator of 
the laws, and might lawfully be resisted and pre- 
vented in liis purpose in like manner as any other 
person who should be found attempting the com- 
inission of a crime. 

It will be observed that this decision in no degree 
interferes witb the provision in sec. 27 article 4, of 
the constitation of the United States, that ‘no per- 
son held to service or labor in one state, under the 
Jaws thereot, escaping into another, shali, in conse- 
quence of any law or regulation therein, be dis. 
chargd froin such service or labor; but shall be de- 
liveret up an elaiin of the party to whom such ser- 
vice or labor may be due.” 


hy their votes, aud maintained that it was the duty | Mrs. GAINES’ suiT— Court house scene. The fol- 
of abolitionists to maintain a distinct political orga- | lowing scene oceuired the other day in New Or- | 
nization. Mr. Sturges, of Engiand, then made a| leans in the suite of Mrs. gen. Gaines belore judge 
few remarks on the progress o]. the cause in Eug- | Buchanan. The Picayune says—Here an informal 
land, and various pa:ts ot the British empire, Ano- | discussion was entered into, in consequence of Mi. | 
ther gentleman, whose name we did not learn, said | Peyton pressing his right to read the evidence which 


a few words, and then the inecting dissolved. 
[ Express. 

THE LIBERATED AFRICANS. A meeling was 
held at the l'abernacie on Wednesday alternoon, at 
which the Airicans of the Amistad schooner were 
present, and in which they took the «nost praminent 
part. The meeting was orgauized by the election 
uf hon. dames G Birney, ehairinan, and the exer- 
cises were opened with prayer by rev. Mr. Rush, 
colored ininister 1n Zion's charch in this city. Mr. 
Lewis Tappan then made some remarks apologising 
jor the absense of hon. Jobu Quincy Adams, by 
saying that he was engaged in wiiting out his argu- 
mentin this case. He went on to exculpate the 
abolitionists Iroro a charge preferred agaist them 
by rev. R. J. Breckenrulge, in the Baltimore Reli- 
gious and Literary Magazine, of having made use 
of the circumstances attending the Amistad case to 
farther their own designs. ‘This he denied, and 
proceeded to state the objects of the meeting as be- 
mg—l. ‘To shaw the improvement these Africans 
have made since they have been in this country; 2. 
To excite an interest in the mmission to the interior 
ot Alrica, which will prabably grow out of this case; 
and 3. To raise money for their suppart. He stat- 
ed that they would probably return to their own 
country, which is abaut 600 iniles [roin the African 
coast, withina year. A letter was read from a gen- 
tleman in. Montreal, stating that the cabin boy An- 
tonio, whose retüru to Cuba was ordered by the 
court, was sale in that city. 

Of the 63 Alricans wlio were shipped at Havana, 
9 died on the way, and $ died à! New Haven; amt 
ol the 3G survivors, 15 were present, including Cin- 
quez. Mr. Dootb, who has been their teacher at 
New Haven, gave a brief account of his cffurte and | 


he beld in lis hand, and when this was denied bim, 
ot giving the substance of that evidence orrally, in- 
stead ol—as he was ealled on to do by the judge— 
sialing what it was that evidence would go to es- 
tablish, if it were ruled by the court that it should 
ga to the jury. It ended by the court calling per- 
emptorily on the counsel to desist and follow no 
further the course he had been pursuing, otherwise 
he would held him aineuable for a contempt of court 
and a'violation ot ali the rules of practice. 

Mr. Peyton said he might have been guilty of an 
error, but before na other tribunal would that be 
coustrned into a canteinpt of court. Il, however, 
the right of offering evidence were denied him—ifa 
bit and bridle were to be placed on his month—he 
would at once withdraw from the defence of the 
case; and hereupon the learned gentleman took up 
his hat, bid good-day to his fair client and the jary, 
and left the court. 

Here general Gaines and Mrs. Gaines suddenly 
started froin their seats. 

Gen. G.—May it please the court, the lady will 
take charge of the case herself, she is prepared to 
do it.” 

Mrs. G.—(taking the book in her hand which Mr. 
Peyton had been prevented from reading)—"Yes, I 
will proceed with the case.” 

The judge—“Do you intend to offer the testi- 
mony in that book as evidence." 

Mrs. G.—" Yes; part of it." 

The judge—* Well, then, I cannot permit you to 
proceed.” 

Mrs. G.—Then E thank my God! I can gu be- 
fore the judges of the United States supreme court, 
where I will be heard, and where justice will be 
done me; which I cannot expect here, where I see 
such partiality.” 


The judge—“General Gaines, this is langnage 
which I shall. not suffer. Decorum must be pre- 
served in tbis court; there are no privileged classes 
here.” 

Gen. G.—"It is not my intention to be indecorous 
to the caurt, I know my rights and will maintain 
them in despite of iny enemies, and despite of New 
Orleans and its sixteen banks." 

The judge—“Order must be preserved in this 
court.” 

General Gaines—*Hás not your honor acted as 
counsel for the opposite parties in this case before 
you were raised ta a seat on that bench.” 

Mrs. G.—* Yes, he has! and he is now sitting iti 
judgment against us." 

The judze—Mrs. Gaines, I again repeat that I 
will not sit here and suffer such language as thia fo 
be made use of, even by a woman.” 

During this singnlar discussion one of the officers 
of the court was sent for Messrs. Grimes and Chinn, 
the associates of Mr. Peyton for the defence, to take 
charge of tle case, but neither of them was forth- 
coming, and Mr. Smith again addressed the court, 
urging the right of the defendants to a liberal con- 
struction of the law of evidence. 

General Gaines again rose and alluded to the con- 
troversy whieli closed previous to Mr. Smith's ad- 
dressing the court, 

The judge—“I have said nothing, gen. Gaines, 
against the lady. Iam sure I acted with great for- 
bearance. I dii not prevent the argument of any 
question of law, but I interposed to prevent a scene 
of wrangling which, il permitted to go on, was cal- 
culated to bring the court into contempt, and weaken 
that authority which it is bound to exercise for the 
preservation of order.” 

Gen. Gaines—“I have something to say for which 
I hold myself responsible to this court and, to the 
wold. The counsel for the plaintiffs, (Mr. Rose- 
lius), said yesterday that my remarks relative to one 
of the parties to this suit were impertinent. This I 
never suffered any person to tell me before, but 
coming from that gentleman, I let the language pass 
from my ear to the idle wind. Since my wile has 
been alluded to, I insist upon her right to be heard." 

The judge—^1 do not deny her right to address 
the court, but is the evidence closed?” 

Mr. Barton, for the plaintiffs, argued that from the 
nature of the pleadings put in by the defendants the 
evidence was necessarily closed. 

The judge then gave his decision on the points 
of law at issue between the parties. He first ruled 
that the evidence affered was inadmissible, except 
in as far as the representatives of Ellen O’Brien 
was concerned in whose suit it was originally taken; 
that the authority of the plaintiffs to sue as the heirs 
of Daniel Clark shouli have been denied hy a 
special plea, and thal a subsequent will to that nnder 
which the plaintiffs sue must be specially pleaded 
and proof of ils being proba ed. given before it can 
be entertained by the canit or offered as evidence. 

Mr. Barton, for the plaintitls, addressedt some re- 
marks to the court, to show that from the position 
in which the case stood, the detendants could otter 
no evidence, nor had they any which could be re- 
ceived by the court. 

Gen. Gains then said, as the evidence was closed 


lon him, and as he was deserted by his counsel, he 


would take the cause intu his own hands. If lie ap- 
peared in the uniform of a United States officer, it 
was more a mark of respect to the court, than as 
a badge of privilege. 

[Hee the judge explained what he meant by 
“privileged charaeters.""] 

Tine fact of his wile being in court, he said, was 
no subject far a sneer. She was deeply interested 
in the issue of this case, and he thougtt that she, or 
any well educated lady, or indeed any woman of an 
intelligent mind, was capaple of forming a correct 
opimion of its merits as one of the other sex, and 
that she could as well understand it, aa she could 
tlie proper lurbelows aud flounces of her gown. 

With the permission of the court, Mrs. Gaines 
then rose aud read fo the court and jury several 
pages of manuscript, being an elaborate history of 
her own alleged wrongs, and of the artifices and de- 
vices of Richard Rell, Beverly Chew and others, to 
keep her fram possessing or enjoying the property 
of the late Daniel Clarke, bequeathed to her by him, 
whose ligitimate daughter she was, and not his na- 
tural child as they have alleged. 

It being now jour o'clock, the judge discharged 
the jury until Monday week—ihe first day on which 
a jury sits in that court. 


INVENTIONS, &c. 

London, April 3, 1841. Captain Taylor, of New 
York, has just had awarded to him the sum of 
£8,600 sterling, by the Germanic diet, for his dis- 
coveries in electro magnetism, whereby he propo- 
ses to supersede steam on rail roads, and for pro- 


VENTIONS, &c. 
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peling machinery. This gentleman, some months | positories of all the essential particulars for the ma- | ducers of this great American staple should fully 
ack, exhibited a very beautilul model ol his elec- | nufacture of these articles. The deposite of such |understand the best method of its cultivation, to 
tro-magnetic engine, at the Colosseum here, which | particulars, with drawings of the machinery and compete successfully with the science and skill of 
drew forth the approbation aud astonishment of|ínols, in custody of the master general and board | English hushandry. The struggle heieatter between 
men of tlie highest practical knowledge and scien- | of ordnance, would seem to be a measure of pru- | civilized nations in agriculture, manníaetures and 
tife attainments. Ou that occasion the engine was | dence and could hardly be overlooked. We doubt | war even, will depend far less upon supeiiority in 
devoted to turning a lathe, and most admirably did | very much, however, if even this precaution has | mere physical force, than the combinations and de- 
jt perform its Inuctions. The inventor has now|been taken. With all due deference, let our rulers | ductions of practical science. The steam power of 
constructed a machine of considerable power, which | look 1o it, says the London Tines. Great Britain performs an amonut of labor which, 
he expects to be enabled to get ready for service i executed by human hands, would employ all the 
within the present year. CULTURE oF WHEAT. There is good reason lo able bodied men in the world. The vegetable, mi- 

So sanguine is the captain, that he emphatically believe that the export from Lake Erie ot this great | neral, and zerilorm ingredients which cnmbine in 
declares he does not intend to return to America | western staple will not fall below ten milliona of, nature and can be brought into contact hy art, for 
until he can go back by lightning! But this is not | bushels during the present season. Any improve- the production of the most valuable wheat, ought 


tbe only wonder which captain Taylor has been 
exhibiting to the astounded gaze ol the natives of 
Cockneyshire, for he has a patent lor steaming | 
wood and then, when in a soft state, slicing it like 
soap, and forming the same forthwith into shingles, 
staves, garden paling, &e. &c. He has fitted up 
some extensive premises for this purpose, and also 
for making casks by machinery, and to such per- 
fection has he brought the lalter, that his lady visi- 
ters can manufacture a cask in less than five mi- 
nutes, without soiling their gloves. At the present 
moment the worthy captain is all the rage in town, 
and he is also, as might be imagined, playing the 
very deuce among the coopers in England. 

Mr. Wells, an American gentleman, who is the 
patentee of the felted cloth, has forined a company 
in London, who have commenced the manufacture 
of this very peculiar fabric. The works are at 
Leeds, and greal success has attended. the experi- | 
ments, Orders have been given to the company | 
which will take two years to execute. 1 have vis- 
iled the depot in town, and been highly giatified | 
with some very splendid specimens of this admira- 
ble discovery. The cloth you are aware, is made 
without either spinning or weaving. 


Several Mormonites, from your far wesl, are |the United States. 


zealously laboring in the provinces here for the 


urpose of making proselytes to their strange faith. | crossing the different kinds of wheat formerly culti- 
n sorae parts they have been successful, aud seve- | vated, over 150 varieties and sub-varieties of this 
ral simpletons have been induced to dispose of their | grain. 
roperty here and set sail for the United States, to | years ago by selecting a few ol the best heads ol 


Join the general hody. In some towns the mission- 
aries have been very ronghly handled. 


CONGREVE ROCKETS. The report just received | parcels, and treated alike in every respect as to soil 
of the attack on the Chinese lorts and shipping, | and culture. 
mentions the projection of Congreve rockets, as a | ing ditlerence both in the productiveness and qnali- 
part ol our meaus of delence which was called into | ty of these several varieties of wheat. 


operation. These auxiliaries to our artillery were 
supplied, no doubt, from the stores of the East In- 
dia company, who keep a large stock at all times in 
India. Awong the many rauses for edification and 
astohishment which the “emperor of the sun and 
moon," with his strange people, will have hai, as 
the cor sequences of this collision with our forces, | 
will be the circumstance ol the superiority of our 
fueworks. Lt is a fact, we believe, that the Chinese 
are the real inventors of the rocket as an arti€cial 
firework, and even as an insirument of war: its ca- 
pability, however, for this second object, in their 
hands, being coufined—so trifling is its projectile 
force—to a simple means of annoyance, instead of 
destruction, for confusin: the ranks of cavalry. It) 
is to the late sir William Congreve, alter many 
years of practical experiment, that this weapon 
owes its present character for destructiveness and 
precision of flight. To him belonged the merit of 


ment in the production of an article of such im- to be studied and thoroughly understood by every 


| 59 grains of what had been regarded as a choice va. 


mense importantance tn the commerce of Buffalo, 
and to all classes who desire an abundance ol good 
cheap bread, cannot fail to interest our readers.— 
Hence no apology is necessary for devoting couside- 
rable space in our columns to detailing the practical 
results of careful experiments made in Great Britain 
with a view to cheapen the expeuse of culture, and 
augment both the quantity and quality of wheat 
grown to an acre in the highest degree. 

Colonel Le Couleur, of the island o[ Jersey, has 
recently made some inportant discoveries in the 
propagation of wheat plauts, their adoption to pe- 
culiar soils both natural and artificial, and, in the 
whole process, of obtaining the greatest amount of 
the best flour at the least expense of land and labor. 
From some strange oversight, his valuable work upon 
“wheal,” and his “essay on pure and improved va- 
rieties of what lately introduced into England,” 
which received a prize of twenty sovereigus, have 
not heen republished in this conntry. And we are 
indebted to Mr. Le Cras, lately a resident of the 
island of Jersey, for ihe perusal of these works, and 
the privilege of making an abstract of snch portions | 
as we deem of most service to the wheat growers of 


Mr. Le Couteur has succeeded in prodneing, by 


He commenced his experiments soine six | 


wheat fiom fourteen of the most esteemed varieties 
cultivated in Eugland. The kernels in these heads 
were all carefully counted and planted in separate 


The result demonstrated as astonish- 


No kernels 
were counted except such as grew, and the experi- 
ment was most satisfactorily conducted in every re- 
spect. Sixty-one grains of white Dantzic gave 3 Ibs. 
3 oz. of wheat, and 3 Ibs. 9 oz of straw; whereas 


liety ot red wheat gave only 1 lb. 10 oz of wheat, 
and 2 Ibs. 5 oz. of straw. No. 8, a downy variety 
of white wheat, gave 4 Ibs. 4 oz of wheat, and 3 
lbe. 3 uz. of straw, aud 55 grains. The experienced 
wheat grower in this country would be rejoiced to 
cultivate a variety of wheat which would yield hin 
a good crop ol straw bearing an amonnt of gram 
one third larger in weight than the straw itself.— 
Aut yet this was obtained at the first experiment, as 
stated above. 

The author selected five or six of the best varie- 
ties of these 14 several parcels, and cultivated some 
of them at great pains in their pure state, while 
he commenced a judicious system ol crossing with 


manufacturing rockets of alinost unlimited weights; | others, for the purpose of producing new varieties 
of bringing up the rauge, for instance, of the 33 | superior to any of them. lu this he was quite sne- 
pounder to 3,000 yards, and of gradnaily increasing | cessful. To prevent mistake and undesirable mix: 
the power of even the 12 pounder to the penetra- | ing of different varieties of wheat when in blossom, 
lion, at 1,200 yards distance, of a solid bank of earth | only one pistil on a head was preserved, while all 
to the depth ot 20 feet. We must atl, also, as the |the pollen was caretully removed. This pist) was 
inventions of the late sir W. Congreve, the substi | [ructified by the selected pollen, and only one kernel 
tution of strong iron for paper cases, and the fixing | was produced, which, when planted, sometimes 
of the stick by a screw in the axis of the rocket, in- | yieded 1,600 kernels of the new variety. By pur- 
stead of by binding on the side, so as to give it the | suing tliis course for a series of years, and cultivat- 
straightness of the arrow. Great, we repeat, must | ing his seed wheat by itself, and propozating from 
have been the consternation ol the celestial nation | those kinds only which produced the most and best 
at such a visitation of thei native and familiar play- | flour with the feast bran, colonel Le Conteur now 
thing, with its appalling roar, and, to them, new and | obtains over twenty four hundred pounds of super- 
gigantic dimensions aud powers of destruction: in| fine flour to the acre, and his wheat is so very 
ihe case of the Congreve rocket, it was thought at | thin skinned that 62 bushels grown npon an acre 
one period just to give the inventor a pension of | give only 542 pounds ot bran, middlings and shorts. 
£1,200 per annum, which he enjoyed lor very | A hundred pounds of the flour of his improved 
many years, and now to continue to the widow £300 | wheat will make, as repeated and most careful EX 
of that pension. Yet it is notorious in the ordinance | periments have demonstrated, from 6 to 12 per cent. | 
departinent at Woolwich, that the commonest rare | more good bread than the same quantity ol the best | 
has never been ohserved to preserve a. secret thus | common flour in the market. | 
handsomely paid for, which would have been a | 
much easier task than in many other cases, as a | sown to wheat annually m Great Britain; and itis 

mere specification in writing will not adequately | considered quite practicable to increase the product 

teach the art withont the aid of practised workmen, | without any additional expense, eight bushels an 

and many of these have been turned adrift as readily | acre, or forty millions in the aggregate. This em 


It is estimated that there are five millions of acres 


as common laborers. There are two individuals | more than supply the home consumption, and enable 
who, from the first, as directors and masters of the | the British nation to export many millions of bushels 
only war rocket works in England, must be tbe de- lof wheat. How important is it then that the pro- 


cultivator ofthe soil. [Buffalo Com. Advertiser. 


SPLENDID ERUPTION OF A VOLCANO. We are 
indebted (says the Newark Daily Advertiser) to an 
officer of the exploring expedition lor files of the 
Palynesian, a useful litlle paper published at the 
Sandwich Islands, and transter the following ex- 
tract from a full account of the last volcanic erup- 
tion, which was briefly referred to by our corres- 
pondent in a late lette, as having been witnessed 
by the officeis of the squadron: 

“Several days before the eruption, smoke was 
seen by the natives rising from the direction where 
the lava alterward burst out, but it was attributed 
to brush on fire. At 2 o'clock on Sunday, the last 
day of May, a bright light was seen from Hilo to- 
ward the south, which spread with great rapidity, 
and increased to such an intensity that it was im- 
mediately attributed to a voleanic eruption. This 
the reports of the natives soon confirmed. 1t was 
judged to be thiity miles distant, and at night such 
was the brilliancy of the light that the fiuest print 
could be read at that distance. This noon tide 
brightness, converting night anto day, continued for 
two weeks, and is represented by eye-witnesses to 
have been a spectacle of unsurpassed subl.mity.— 
lt was like the glow of a firmament on fire, and was 
seen for upward of a hundred miles at sea. It also 
tose and spread itself above the lofty mountain 
peaks, so as to he distinctly visible on the leeward 
side ol the island, where the wind drove the smoke 
in dense and massy clouds. 

“The lava continued flowing toward the sea, 
which it reached on Thursday, lour days froin its 
first egress. At times it would rush forward with 
a velocity of tour or five miles per hour, but for a 
short distance only, then become very sluggish, 
and move heavily and slowly on. Its geneial 
movement was in iunnense semi-circular uiasses, 
owing to its great consistency. These would roll 
on, gradnallv accumulating, until the mass had be- 
come foo heavy to hold itself together, while the 
exterior was partially cooled aud solidified; then 
bursting, the liquid interior flowing ont would join 
a new stream, aud t us aid in forming another.— 
By these accelerated progsessive movements, the 
wave-like ridges were lortaed, which are every 
where observable on the older cuments, At times, 
it foreed its way under the cireuiujacent soil, pre- 
senting the singular appearance ot eaillily rocks 
and trees in motion like the swell of the ocean.— 
Mr. C. was standing near the stream and watching 
its progress, when the land beneath him began to 
nse, aud in a few minutes he was ten leet above 
his companions, who were but a short distance [rom 
him, He bad barely time to leave this dangerous 
situation when the earth opened and lava gushed 
out. The color of the whole stream was of the 
deepest crimson. On the windward side its heat 
was not so powerin! but that persons conld ap- 
proach and plunge sticks into the fiery imass and 
draw foith speciioens. So great was its viscidity, 
that large rocks were seen floating down the water 
hke cork npon the water. In one night the stream 
spread fiom afew rods lo half a mile in width. 

“The spectacle, when this burning inass reached 
the sea, innst have been awlul and sublime in the 
highest degree. The conflict between the two an- 
tagonist powers, fire and waler, was on a scale 
which the eye of inan but seldom witnesses. The 
heavens were lit up in one intense glare, while 
streams of fire, like lightning, glanced abont in 
every direction. Ashes and saud were thrown toa 
great height in the air, and descended tor miles dis- 
taut in showers of fiery spray. — Volumes of smoke 
and steam rolled heavily np, rendering the lurid 
glare still more powerful, while the heavy detona- 
tions and loud reports of exploding gases and the 
roar of the contlicting elements were distinctly 
ue twenty-five miles otf, like discharges of artil- 
ery. 

“With such rapidity and to such a degree was 
the water heated, that the following day (June 5th) 
the fish floated, when dead, as far as Keau, fifteen 
miles distant, where the water was hot to ths 
touch.” 
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CHRONICLE. 
Tur AFRICANS OF THE AMISTAD. 
the Amistad Africans last eveni 
church, was very well attended 
manifested in the proceedings. 
negrves in the knowledge of the English 
their capability of re 
aubject of much commendaion. 
and were attended by their teacher who ma 
interesting $atements concerning their feehuga 
habits. The rev. Dr. Tyng was expected to de 
an address, but po: being well enaug 
place was supplied by the rev. Mr. K 
short and very neat address. 
sided over the meeting, and at its close, a vote o 
thanks was tendered to himself and the officers of the 
church for the prompt manner in which it was placed 
at the service of the committee of arrangements. 
[U. States Gaz. 


They look ve 


who made a 


Arny. Gen. Armistead is relieved from the com- 
mand of the army in Florida, and col. Worth, of the 
8th regiment, succeeds him in the command. 

‘An army medical board of examiners, composed of 
surgeons Mower, Finley and McDougall, is now in ses- 
sion in Philadelphia. 


Baxks. The Frederick County 
onthe night of the 23d iost. by means of false key 
and robbed of $10,000 in gold, $3,738 ia checks and 
notes of other banks, $ 
state stock, and $124,967 of th 
90 and 50 dallar denomination, 
$135,976. The capital of the bank was $175,000, 
Ten thousand dollars reward is offered for the recove- 
ry of the moaey and detection of the robbers. 

We learn from the Bangor Democrat that the presi- 
dentof the Frankfort bank has been arrested on a 
charge of swindling, and bound over for trial. The 
substance of the charge against him is that he took 
the funds of the bank, purchased stocks of variuus 
persons at fifty per cent, sold it at par, kept the profits, | 
and paid the bank in wild land at $2 50 per acre that | 
was worthless. 

The Union bank of Mississippi has voted to discon- 
tinue business and wind up the institution as speedily 
as is “consistent with the present condition of the 
conatry.” 

Tne B 
$3 000 for the apprehension a 
Dauaoy, late receiving teller, and Charles Zenon Cols- 
son, late discount clerk of the bank, who absconded 
after robbing the institution of a considerable amount 
of money. We see itstated thatin an examination of 
the bank, after the above persons had absconded, an 
over draft to the amount of $60,000 was discovered, 
and a hook keeper immediately made himself scarce. 

Bank of Michigan. The notes of this institution 
are no longer received by the auditor general in pay- 
iment of taxes or for other state dues. ‘They were also 
refused on Saturday for freight and fare on the Ceutral 
rad road. Our merchants continue to receive them at 
a discount of from 25 to 37 per cent. 

(Detroit Advertiser, May 17. 

The Nashville Banner says. “John L. Moore, who 
was nader arrest for having committed the late frauds 
on the Bank of "Tennessee in Nashville, cammitted 
suicide on the morning of the 8th inst. in a public 
ieuse in Murfreesburg, by hanging himself to a bed | 

ast." 

‘The stack of the U. States. bank of Pennsylvania, 
sold at Philadelphia ou the 23d instant at 245 and at 
New York on the 20th at 214; although the notes of 
the bank were still ata discount of 155 per cent. 


bank was entered 


ank of Louisiana has offered a reward of 
nd safe delivery of Jules L. 


BUNKER HILL monument. "We are gratified tolearn, 
from the Bunker Hill Aurora, that itis the intention of 
Mr. Savage, the contractor, to have the monument 
cumpleted before the next winter.” 


Commence. The Quebec Gazette says that one han- 


The meeting with |twenty inches in diameter!—no 
neg,at Dr. Wylie's | b i 
and inch interest was | on the piston and a moveable hollow casing playing 

The progress of the | th n 
language and | play to the said connecting rod! 
ading the sacred scriptures was a |j cation of the expansive principle! 
ry well | no paddle wheels, no paddle boxes pro) 
de some | vas 
and | seen agent revolüug under her keel 
liver | to move with any required volocity 
h to attend, his | mighty agent! 


s| New York on the 


32,220 honds and certificates of | 5527: On Bostun i 


eir own notes, ol 5, 10, | Washingion District of C 
making a total of | te 


dred ships under, sai were entering that harbor from 
the several ports 1n England, on the 21st inst. 


Corrow. Sales om the 24ih at N. York of 750 bales 
at 2c. reduction irom former rates. 

Al Chuilestou—A decline of }to 2c. has been re- 
luetanily submitted to. The sales were 50 at 95; 272, 
93; 155, 105 75, 10,5 473, 1043 545, 1033 226, 103395, 1055 | 
182, 105; 813. 11; 57, 1155; 404, 1115: 49, 1055 25, 107; 
55, 113; and 9012 cts perIb. In the article of long 
cotton an improvement in the demand is perceptible, 
but at the sacrifice of several cents per Ib. on previous 
quotations. 493 bags changed hands as fullows: 364 
white Sea Island cotton from 27 to 40 cts. and up- 
wards; 30 Main at 35 cis; 15 Morida at 22 to 25; and 
BÀ stunned at Iron 9 to 15 ets. per Ib. 

AL Suvunnuh sales of the week 2,295 bales at 92117. 


Dearus during the last week, at Baltimore, 46, of 
whom 21 were under 2 ycars of age—12 free colored 
and 2 slaves. 

A Mra. Stevens died recently in Clearfield county 
Pa. at the advanced uge oi 105 years. She left her third 
huaband n widowor—and her posterity extended down 
ta the sixth gencrauon. 


Iron steam smirs. ‘Tho great iron steam ship now 
being built at Bristol will probably combine a greater 
minuber and variety of untned principles than were 
ever before united in any one euterprisc of the sante 
mngnuude and importance. The vessel lisreclf—her 
enormous magnitude—(about 2,600 tons it ia euid)— 
her muterial~(plate iron)—her engines, nearly twelva 


jthe transler has been made, the shenff of Nia 


e bundred and 
iston rods!—no 


old immediately 


hundred horse power--cylioders on 
eams!—the connecting rod having 


rough a stuffiog box in the tap of the piston to give 
—an unlimited appli- 
—and to crown all, 
c jectiog from her 
t sides—na apparent propelliog power, but an nn» 
and eoabling her 
by the aid of this 


Ju»sg Dcvarr. The venerable judge Duvall, who 


"her Tole = B 5 * 
The rev. Dr. Wylie pre- | some years since resigoed his seat on the bench of the 


supreme court of the United States, is residing in rea- 
sonable good health, on his estate in Prince George's 
county, Maryland, in his 89h year, He was horn on 
the 6th of December, 1752. His mind, autograph and 
punctuation, are, we understand, as clear and distinct 
as at apy time of his life—a remarkable instance of the 
good effects of regular habits and a sound constitu- 
uon. LAmerican. 
[Judge Duvall's father lived to the age of 90, and his 
grandfather 93; cultivators of the same estate on which 
the venerable judge resides.] 


Emicrants. Fourteen hundred foreigners arrived a 
22d and 23d insts. 

New York on London 1238; on France 
Philadelphia and Baltimore 4; 
olumbia 43; Richmond, Pe- 
rsburg and Norfolk 53; Raleigh and Wilmington 45 
Charleston 14; Augusta 9; Savaonah 33; Mobile 11; 
New Orleans 73; St. Louis, Louisville and Ciacinnati 
9295. 


Frour at New Yark $475; at Alexadria $4 50. 

The New Yark Express of the 24th says: "Low 
as flour is and depressed as freights are, there appears 
to be no spirit to make shipment. We cannot learn 
that any orders have been received here from Bngland 
to ship flour. No purchases have yet been made for 
that market. 

During the third week in May, 
from the Erie caoal, at Scheneeta 
at West Troy, 21,128 bbls ; and at Albany,4 
and 985 bushels wheat. 


Tne FISHERIES. The mackerel fishery has for seve- 
ral years been so unsuccessful that it will prohahly be 
abandoned, in a great measure, before long. The en- 
tire catch of Massachusetts last year was only 50,000 
barrels, having been gradually diminished since 1831, 
when it was 333,000 barrels. Io Perdand, where tor- 
ty-five thousand barrels have been packed in a siogle 
season, there were but about 500 barrels packed last 
year. 

The cod fishery is so uncertain, both from scarcity 
of fish and low prices, that unless they had the bounty 
to rely upon, it would he abandoned, as the vessels 
now in existence would wear out or be lost. The 


EXCHANGE. 


there werc delivered 
dy, 1,655 bbls. flour; 
7,252 bbls. 


| French and English pay a much higher bounty to their 
fishermen than the United States does, ai.d hence the | 
| Bshof those nations is sold in the markets at lower prices 


than the American fishermen is able to compete with. 
(Newburyport Herald. 


THE REMAINS OF PRESIDENT Harrison. A letter from 
Cinemnati says—Judge Burnet, col. Todd and John 
Scott Harrison, will leave here on tue 3d or 5th of 
June, for Washing:on, to bring on the remains of gen. 
Harrison. ‘They expect to remain at Washington 
some eight or ten days. 


Money MARKET. The New York Express of yes- 
terday says: A large amount of sterling bills have 
been taken to-day to go by the steamer, at 6a5 per 
cent. Very few bills appear here trom the south. Mo- 
ney continues excessively abundant. Five months notes 
of a very choice character liave bcen discounted at 6 
per cent. 


Case or McLeop. For the present this cnse is dis- 
posed ol. ‘The following is the order of tue supreme 
court: 

In supreme court, May 20th, 1841. The people vs. 
Alexander McLeod. The defendant who stands 
charged by indictment with the crime of murder, hav- 
ing been brought into court by the sheriff of the coun- 
ty of Niagara, by virtue of a writ of haheas corpus, and 
a motion having been made for his discharge, and it 
being improbable that the court will be able to render 
its judgment in the premises. at the present term, itis 
jhereupon ordered that the defendant be committed to 
the custody of the sheritf of the city and county of 
New York, until the further order of the court. When 
gara 
will be no longer chargeable with the custody of the 


defendant. 
(A capy) . W. P. HALLETT, clerk. 
It is stated that in the trial of MeLeuu's case, her 


Britannic majesty's consul, Mr. Buchanan, had two 
of the most able reporters in this country engaged in 
taking n. verbatim report of the proceedings, to he fur- 
warded to the British government, by the first Boston 
mail. 

he Albany Journal publishes along letter dated 
27ih February, 1341, from governor Seward to Mr. 
Forsyth, when secretary afstate, in answer to oue from 
that funetivnury, enclosing cupies of his correspon- 
dence with Mr. Tox relative to the demand of the 
British government for the surrender of MuLeod. Gu- 
vernor Seward maintains at great length the right of 


the state of New York to arrest, try, and, if found 
guilty, to punish the culprit. 


MITCHELL, THE FORGER, has been fully committed for 
trial. He refused to answer any interrogatories when 
before the magistrate. 


Stix. The legislature of New York has passed an 
act allowing a bounty of 15 cents per pound, for all 
! cocoans produced in the state, and 50 cents per pound 
for the reeled silk. The act is to continue in effect un- 
til June 1, 1846. 

The manufacture of sewing silk has been commenc- 
ed in the New York Auburn state prison, with a fair 
prospect of success. 


Sreampoats. The steamer Troy, capt. A. Graham, 
made the trip from Albany to New York the other day 
in 8 hours 105 minutes, deducting time lost in stopping 
at the various landings, with no unusual pressure of 
steam, or extra efforts on the part those having charge 
of the boat, to endanger, in the slightest manner, the 

erfect safety and convenience of the passengers. The 
andings were made in the customary mode, without 
hurry, nvise, or confusion, and no accident occurred to 
mar the pleasure of the trip. 

The following memoranda of the time of arrival and 
departure, and the time lost at each landing were Kept 
on the passage by Mr. R. Macy, the second captain of 
the Trey, and may be relied on as accurate. 


Arrived. Left. Time lost. 

Albany h. 5. 6 58 m. s 
Coxsackie 8 15 8 18 3 wharf. 
Hudson 8 44 8 47 3 do. 
Catskill 9 2 9 4i 2 30 do. 
Bristol 9 31 9 37 a do. 
Red Hook 9 45 9 48 3 do. 
Rhinebeck 10 18 10 21} 3 30 do. 
Hyde Park 10 532 10 55 1 30 boat. 
Poughkeepsie 31 13; 11 17 3 30 wharf. 
Newburg 12 4 12 8 4 do. 
West Point 12 33 12 36 3 do. 
Caldwell’s Landing 1 17 4 GE 1 30 boat. 
New York 3 30 Barclay street wharf. 

Whole time irom Albany Sh. 42m. ls. 

Deduct time lostin landing 31 30 


Leaves running time Sh. 10m. 30s. 

The steamer Troy has therefore distanced all com- 
petitors; and is, bevond all question, the swiftest, as she 
is the most beautiful of the floating palaces, now navi- 
gating the Hudsoo river, [N. Y. Express. 

The steamer Missouri arrived here yesterday even- 
ing about 5 o'clock, haviog left New Orleans on Thurs- 
day last at 6 o'clock, P. M. making the trip in four days 
and tweaty-three hours! Well, that may be considered 
“walking the waters” “tolerable” fast This is the 
quickest trip ever made from New Orleans here. The 
Missouri left here this day two weeks, having made the 
trip in less than two weeks. St. Louis Repub. 

The Cincinnati Republican of the 17th instant, says: 
“The steamer Maryland was burnt to the waters edge 
yesterday morning, at the mouth of Lieking river, op- 
nosile this city. The flames made such rapid progress 
that fonr men, who slept on board, narrowly escaped 
with their lives, by jumping overboard and swimming 
ashore. ‘The boat, of course, is a tota] loss. She was 
built at Brownsville, Pa. four years since, at an expense 
of $17,000. 


Stream snips. The new Spanish steam ships, Lion 
and Eagle, built at New York, arrived at Havana on 
the Ist instan, in eight days from New York. 

The Clarion, fitted with the Erickson propeller, ar- 
rived at Havana, as we learn by private letters, of the 
26th ule all well and in goad order. Captain Glover 
| seemed pertectly satisfied with her performance, and 
‘the Spaniards mach delighted. She will be full of 
| passenvers on her return. Her voyage, however, was 
! not move than an average one in point of nme—haviag 

occupied 12 days—as she left here on. the 14ih April. 
[New York American, 
The barque Clarion. This vessel which left New 
! York with the Erickson propellers, and made the pas- 
sage from that port to Havana in eight days and a few 
hours, rescued the crew of the brig Corinthian under cir- 
cumstances which forcibly illustrate the great utility of 
this newly invented motive power. The Corinthian was 
wrecked ten days before the Clarion discovered her, 
and during chat imo over thirty vessels had been oblig- 
ed to pass her without being able to approach sufhi- 
ciently near to afford her relief. The RE hy tha 
aid of her propellers, ran up within cable length of tha 
wreck, and rescued her perishing crew, who other- 
wise would inevitably have found their graves on tha 
shoel grounds of the great Bahama banks. [S un. 


STEAMER PRESIDENT. The New York Sun contains 
a list of all the passengers on board this ill fated vessel, 
Besides these 28, the oiicers and crew numbered 81. 
so that there were no Jess than 109 souls on board. 


A Textan MINISTER. The New Orleans Bee says: 
“William H. Dangerheld, esq. minister plenipotentiary 
| from the republic of Texas to France, arrived in our 
| city a few days ago in the Neptune, on his way to 
New York, whence he will take passage to Europe.” 


TrxrERANCE REFORM. The dditor of the Liverpool 
Mereury says with much jnstice, that before Father 
Mathew, with his three million four handred thousand 
followers, every public man sinks into the shade, and 
when tha resnlts of his bloudless victory are conteme 
plated, he well merits the appellation of the greatest 
benefactor his country ever knew. 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER. 


FIFTH sertes. No. 14.—Vou. X.] 


— 


BALTIMORE, JUNE 5, 1841. 


[Vor. LX.—Wuo te No. 1,549. 


THE PAST—THE PAESENT—FOR THE FUTURE. 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED, EVERY SATURDAY, BY JEREMIAH HUGHES, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE iN ADVANCE. 


INDEX OF CONTENTS OF NO. 1H, Vor. 16. 
Army—Geheral orders No. 29, 210; items 21H 
Coxcenzss—mecting of, procecdings, senate 218; house 

of reps. 221 
Documents accompanying the president's message 209 


EXPLORING ExrEorrioN—iüformation from 211 
Froripa—the war continued 211 
Foreien rrems—markets, &c. 209 
PRESIDENTS’ ANNUAL MESSAGE 219 


Navy—"the Apprentice," death of com. Claxton, ge- 
neral orders No. 31, board of surgeon examiners, 


various items, exploring expedition 21 
Orp IRonswes cLUB—proceedings of 215 
PortucaL—treaty between U. S, and 216 
Sur waEcg—the William Brown 209 
STEWART com.—nominated 215; his reply 216 
Tosacco—statisties 210 


STATES oF THE vunton—produce of New England 
states; New Hampshire, election returns; Massachu- 
setts; Connecticut, prison statistics 211; New Haven 
and, Northampton canal, a model state 212; New 
York, item; Pennsylvania, trensurer election, loan, 
relief bill, address of members of the legislature 
219; Delaware, legislation; Virginia, couvention;. N. 
Carolina, do.; S. Carolina, items 214; Georgia, state 
bank, sineular affair; Mississippi, season, crops; Ken- 
tucky, celebration of settlement of Ohia, items 215 


FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

The steamer Acadia, arrived at Boston on the 
2d instant, in 134 days froia Liverpool, via Hali- 
fax. Liverpool dates are to the 19th ultimo. Not 
much of general importance had transpired since 
enr previous dates. No tidings of the steamer Pre- 
sident. Every breeze from the broad Atlantic, to 
the anxions watchers, gave signs of woe, that all 
was lost. Every hope was abandoned to despair. 

In the British parliament a succession of im- 
portant debates had taken place on the corn Jaws 
aud other financial projects, which at this time eu- 
gross the attention of the country. No very de- 
finitive action seems to have taken place. Among 
the l-ss important subjects bronght before the house 
of commons, we notice that Mr. O'Connell moved 
a committee to investigate the electiun riots in Ca- 
nada. 

Thomas Barnes, esq. for many years well known 
as the principal editor of the London Titoes, died 
during the second week in May. 

A meeting has been held at Dublin, in order to 
make arrangements for a general meeling of the 
citizens to petilion the queen to visit Dublin this | 
summer. 

In the house of lords on the 14th ult. lord Fitz- 
william, whose constant: tirades against. the corn 
laws upon every opportunity have been not uurea- 
sonably objected to, gave notice that on Monday 
next he should present a petilion from the corpora- 
tion ot Manchester upon the suhject of a total re- 
peal, aud should take that occasion of entering ful- 
ly upon the question, and particularly upon that 
part of it relating lo our foreign trade. 

Great as is the enthusiasin against the corn laws 
in Enzland, it is much surpassed by the feeling | 
which exists in Scotland. There is searcely a | 
town or district of the least importance that has not 
petitioned, prepared to petition, or taken some other 
measures to accomplish the overthrow of the land- 
lord's inonopoly. Iu addition to the immense uum- 
ber of petitions already presented to the legislature 
from Scotland, many, very many have been for- 
warded within the past week. From Edinburgh, 
pelitions follaw each olher by dozens and half do- 
zens at a time. The demonstration whieh “Auld 
Reekie” has made against the hatetal bread tax, by 
public meetings and by petitioning, is bighly to the 
honor of the inhabitants of that great city, and is 
an example to the rest of the Kingdom. Public 
ineetings have been held at Greenock, Selkirk, Stir- 
liag, Kelso, Earlstoun and many other places. 

The Gieat Western arrived at Bristol on the 14th 
ult. in 14 days. The Columbia reached Liveipool 
on the 15th. 

Horrid ajfair al sea. Loss of the ship William 
Brown, from Lwerpool to Philadelphia. Havre, 
May 10,1841. The Louis Phillippe New York 


packet ship has this mouent arrived. Inlortnation 
having reached the town that some shipwiecked 
seamen were onu board, the report became general 
that they belonged io the President, and the ex- 
citement was beyond all description. On the arri- 
val in dock, however, a strong body of the gendar- 


custody the mate and eight of the crew of the ship 
Win. Brown, bound from Liverpool to Philadelphia, 
which was sunk by an iceberg in the latter part of 
last month, foras yet I cannot give you precise 
dates for any thing except that three men were ta- 
ken from the Crescent, which vessel had picked 
them up in their long-boats. But a tale of horror 
is to be toll about them. It appears, when the 
vessel struck, thirty-three passengers, the mate, 
and eight of the crew, took to the long boat; the 
captain, three ol the crew, and eleven passengers, 


took to the jolly boat; all the rest sunk with the | 


vessel. The boats parted in the night. Sorne days 
after, tbe mate and crew deterinined (as they say, 
in order to lighten the boat) to throw seventeen of 
the passengers overboard, which they accomplish- 
ed, and some of the most horrid and revolting 
3cenes took place. 

There were two brothers and a sister of one fa- 
mily; the brothers were thrown over, and the sis- 
ter jumped in after thera. One fine boy prayed 
for a few minutes to say his prayers; they refused, 
and hurled him into the sea at once. Some clung 
to the side of the boat, praying for mercy, but their 
hands were eut off, and they were pushed into the 
deep. Fifteen ladies and two men remained in the 
boat. One hour after this massacre, the Crescent 
fetl in with the boat, and saved the survivors of 
this horrid deed. The passengers remained on 
board the Crescent; the crew arrived in the Ville 
de Lyon; they underwent examinatinu before the 
American consul. Each seperately examined tes- 
tified to the same statement, and they were releas- 
ed by the consul under the persuasion that the ex- 
tremity of self preservation lad rendered the act 
excusable. 

The following statement has been sworn to by the 
crew saved and two passengers. 

“The passaze was very rough, accompanied by 
squalls and loss of sails. On the night ol the 19th 
ol April, in lat. 43 39 N. and 49 39 W. long. mak- 
ing all sail in open sea, and running ten kunts au 
hour, the larboard side of the vessel struck upon an 
iceberg, which stove herin. At ten minutes past 
nine we struck upon another. I then proposed to 
the captain to take in all sail as quickly as possible, 
which we did; and sounding the pump, we found 
two feet of water in the hold. On going below, I 
found that the vessel was rapidly making water. 
All hands set to work to disengage the boats, and 
at 11 o’clock, they were alongside. I descended 
into the longboat, with eight of the crew and thirty- 
three of the passengers; the captain, lieutenant, a 
lady and five sailors embarked in the jolly boat, 
and we fastened the boats together. At midnight 
tbe vessel sunk, and carrying with her thirty-three 
persons. We remained along side each other until 
live o'clock ni the morning. Capt. Harris then in- 
formed us of his intention of leaving us, and waking 
the best of his way to Newloundland, and advised 
me to do the same. My boat being lull and heavy, 
I could not manage it; to pursue that ronte was im- 
possible: T, therelore, directed my course south. In 
the afternoon we fell in with a large quantity of 
ice. Throaghont the night the wind blew with 
violence from the north in squalls, with rain aud 
hail, and a very heavy sea. Finding that the boat 
was literally surronnded by small and large masses 
of ice, that the water was going upon her, I 
thought it improbable she could bold out unless 
relieved of some of her weight. I then consulted 
the sailors, and we were all of opinion that it was 
necessary to throw overboard those who were pear- 


ly dead, until we had room enough to work the | 


hoat. and take to our oars, 
The weather becoming worse, it was alinost im- 


possible to keep the hoat afloat ani disengage it| 


fram ice. At daybreak we were still surrounded 
by icebergs. Oncounting the passengers, 16 were 
missing, and the rest were in a desperate state, and 
almost stiff with cold. At 6 o'clock in the morn- 
ing, we perceived to the westward a sail steering 
an easterly course. We exerted every effort to ap- 
proach it, The captain bemy aloft in order to 
steer his ship through the ice, saw our boat, and 
nntwithstanding the danger to his own ship, made 
sail for ns. On Thursday morning at 7 o'clock we 
were along side of her, and before she had received 
nz all on board, was struck by the ice, which stove 
the boat. We, however, succeeded in saving her. 


eye could reach. I then ascertained that it was the 
Crescent, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, capt. G. 
F. Ball, hound [rora New York to Havre. We met 
the kindest reception on board, and assistance in 
the way of food and clothing were lavished upon us. 

“Signed by the crew saved in the boat, and two 
passengers: Francis Rhodes, mate; Lemarchal, 
steward; H. Murray, cook; James Patrick and Jas. 
Black, passengers; Joseph Stretton, Alexander 
Williams, Charles Smith, James Northom, Isaac 
| Freeman and William Miller, seamen. 

“The above is a correct statement of the loss of 
the William Brown, which I have been able to 
learn from the mate and passenger. Signed, 

S. J. BALL, captain of the Crescent." 
FROM THÉ EAST. 

The Egyptian question is, at fast, it appears, real- 
ly settled. The differences which had arisen as 
to certain points in the hatti scheriff of Febrnary 
13, investing Mehemit Ali with the government of 
Egypt, have been totally removed in consequence 
of the proceedings of the representatives of the 
powers who have signed the 15th uf July treaty, 
and this affair has been terminated to the satisfactinn 
of all parties. 

But the Egyptian question had no sooner been 
satisfactorily adjusted than insurrection broke out 
in Candia, Bulgaria, Servia and other parts of the 
Turkish empire, which promise to be as difficult to 
put down as the refractory pasha. The armed in- 
|surgents in the island of Candia, amounted, at the 
latest dates, to about 17,000, and they were receiv- 
ing new accessions daily. 

INDIA. 

The latest intelligence from India is declared by 
the London papers to be very unsatisfactory. In an 
engagement at the fort of Kujuck, on the 20th of 
February, col. Wilson, a meritorious and valuable 
officer, and a considerable number of men- were 
killed. ina late action between some troops of the 
Bengal establishinent and a tribe of the Khyben- 
ries, the latter were deleated; but two European 
| officers, capt. Douglas and lieut. Pigou, of the Ben- 
| gal engineers, were killed. 

CHINA. 

No imporlant news from China had been received 
jsince the departure of the Britannia. The over- 
‘land mail brought dates from China to the 12th Fe- 
brnary, Calentta to the 224 March, and Bombay to 
ithe Ist April. The Chinese chief commissioner 
Keshen, in an interview with capt. Elliot, evinced 
an intention to procrastinate, which added, to a re- 
port that warlike nrders had been received from 
| Pekin, produces an impression that hostilities must 
be renewed. Trade continned suspended, and the 
blockade was notraised. The government appeais 
to be dissatisfied with Mr. Commissioner Eiliot's 
| proceedings, and colonel sir Henry Pettinger has 
gone out by the overland Indra mail as envoy, to 
supercede him, and with full power to settle all dil- 
ferences. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS, 
PRESENTATION. The Chevalier Gaspar Jose 
Lisboa, minister resident of his majesty the emperor 
ol Brazil, arrived in Washington on Friday evening, 
and ou Saturday was presented, by the secretary of 
state, to the president, to whoin the new minister 
delivered lus letter of credence. 


Documents. Thedocuments accompanying the 
president's message to congress. consists of 

1. Correspoudence between the secretary of state 
and the minister of Great Britain, concerning the 
l case of Alexander McLeod. 
| 2. A report fram the secretary of state to the pre- 
sident of the United States, on two subjects con- 
nected with the commerce of the United States. 
| 3. Report of the secretary of war to the presi- 
ident of the United States. 

4. Report of the secretary of the navy to the pre- 
sident of the United States. 

5. Report of the postmaster general to the presi- 
dent of the United States. 

The report from the treasury department will of 
course be inade, as usual, directly to congress. 


Tue Pawnees. The Pawnee Indians number 
|6,244— but are entirely uaimpraved—dress exclu- 
sively in skins—taaoufacture no cloths, and have 


merie were in waiting, and immediately took into; Banks and islands of ice were in sight as far as the ‘no agricuitural implements. Singnlar as it is, they 
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are said to be entirely free from the deleterious ef- | 
fects of intoxicating liquors. Their religious ser- 
vices are generally connected with animal gratifi- 
cation. They are extremely superatitious, and give 
ready credence to the impositions of jugglers.— 
Their women perform all the labor of ratsing vege- 
tables, dressing skins for tents and robea, building | 
bouses, preparing food—in short, they do every | 
thing, but kill the buffalo. [ Boston Ree. 


TREASURN NOTES. Treasury department, June 1, 
1841. Amount of treasury notea issued under the 
provision of the acts of congress of 1837, 1838, 
1839, 1840 $26,631,237 53 | 

Redeemed of those issues 22,697,805 93. 


Amount outstanding $3,984,031 60 
Issued under the act of Feb. 1841: 
Prior to Mar.4, 673,631 32 


Since Mar.4, 3,494,056 09 


4,167,737 41 
88,205 90 
4,079,531 51 


Redeemed of that issue 


Aggregate ontstanding $8,063,563 11 
T. EwixG, secrelary of the treusury. 


DIPLOMATIC MINISTERS TO ENGLAND. | 
following are all the persons who lave represented 


this country at the couit of St James, since the es- 
tablishment of our independence: 

Gov. Morris, N. Jersey, commissioned October, 
12, 1789. 

Thomas Pickney, South Carolina, minister ple- 
nipotentiary, January 12, 1792. 

John Jay, New York, envoy extraordinary, April 
19, 1794. 

Rufus King, New York, minister plenipotentiary 
May 20, 1796. 

James Monroe, Virginia, and William Pickney, 
Maryland, jointly and severally, envoys extraordina- 
ry and minister, May 11, 1806. 

William Pickney, Maryland, minister plenipoten- 
tiary, February 26, 1808. 

Jolin Quincy Adams, Massachusetts, envoy ex- 
traordinary, February 28, 1815. 

Richard Rush, Pennsylvania, envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary, December 16, 1817. 

Rufus King, New York, envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary, May 10, 1826. 

James Barbour, Virgiuia, envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary, May 23, 1828. 

Lewis McLane, Delaware, envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary, February 10, 1830. 

Martin Van Buren, New York, not confirmed, but 
recalled, 1831-2. 

Andrew Stevenson, Virginia, envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary nominated in 1821. 


——- 


STATEMENT OF THE TOEACCO, SNUFF AND MANUFACTURED TOBACCO, EXPORTED FROM THE UNITED STATES ANNUALLY, 


"ram 1321 ta 1 


840 inclusive. 


Value of suuff and 


Y: Hosskead: Tale Average value Ponds T UAM rival IDEA T'otol value of 
Grub he MS g per hogshead snuff. nere ure EG MET ured | tobacco trade. 
1821 66,853 | $5.618,962| $84 49 44,552 1,332 949 $149,083 $5,798,045 
1822 83,169 6,222 83:| — 74 82 44,602 1,414,424 157,182 6.380 020 
1823 99,009 6,282,672 63 46 36,684 1,987,507 154 955 6,437,627 
1524 77,883 4,855,566) 62 34 45,174 2,477,990 203,159 5,059,355 
1525 75,954 6,115,623] — 80 48 53,920 1,871.368 179,353 6,287.976 
1826 64,098 5,347,20"| — 83 42 61,801 2,179,774 210.134 5,557,342 
1527 | 100,025 6,577,123| — 65 15 45.812 2,130,255 939,024 6,816,147 
1523 96,278 5,269,960] — 54 73 35,655 2,637,411 210,747 5,480,707 
1829 77,131 4.032.974 64 60 19,509 2,619,399 202 396 5.185,370 
1530 83,310 5,586 365| — 66 65 | 929425 3,199,151 216,741 5.833,112 

824245 | 556589391 | $69 11 417,134 39.450.228 $1,946,110 — | $58,835,701 

1831 86,718 | $1592.38-| $56 40 27,961 3,639,556 292.475 $5,194,563 
1832 | 106,506 5,999,766] — 56 18 31,175 3,456 071 295,771 6,295,540 
1833 83,153 5,755,965 — 69 29 13,453 3,790,310 288.973 6,044,941 
1834 87,979 6,595,305} 74 96 57,826 3,956,579 325,409 6,923,714 
1835 94,353 8,250,577 87 01 36,471 3 817,554 357 611 8,608 188 

-]836 | 109,442 | 10,058.61t 9] 54 46,018 3,246,675 435.464 10,494,104 
1837 | 100,232 5,795.641 57 82 40,833 3,615,591 427 836 6,223,483 
1833 | 100,593 7,892,029| — 13 48 15,053 5,008,147 577,420 7,969,449 
1539 78,995 | 9,832,943] 124 47 42,467 4,214,943 616,212 10,449,155 
18410 | 119,484 9,853,957 8I 05 

967,755 | $74,457,22:| $76 83 371,343 34,746,026 $3,620 171 $63,193,437 

Total | 1,792,000 | 8131,346514| 873 21 | 789,477 | 57,196,254 $5,566,581 | $127,029,138 

Statement showing ta what countries the larger portion of the tabacca is exported. ——— 
"m i K ua Ere - mm 2 - Rex Toallother ee 

TO ENGLAND. FRANCE. HOLLAND. | GERMANY. countries TOTAL. 

Hhds.| Value. | Hhds.| Value. | Hids.| Value. | Hhds.| Value. Hhds. | Háds. 
142] | 19,695| $1,995,667) 3,478| — $351,049 13,210| ^ $969,760| 10,472| $766,222) 19,997 66,558 
1822 | 26,740 2,436,805) 4,665 550,591) 23.584] 1,339,615) 11,757 734.419) 16,423 83,169 | 
1823 | 31,999) 2,511,556} 7,661 992,829) 30 390| — 1,334 683] 15,259 660,085) 13,700 99.009 
1524 | 19,41*| 1,646.444) 4,469 538,901| 23,158] — 1,159 883] 12,805 534,458) 18,029 17883 
1525 | 22,293)  2,071,474| 6,096, 535,966| 21,995 1,653,037) 12.051 605,176) 13,546 75,984 
1526 | 25,854) 2,741,980) 10,739 827 913) 15,465 945,279) 7,523 340,782) 4,517 64,095 
1527 | 23,915) 2,310,543) 8,963) — 1,051,577| 25 553 1,192,285] 19 420 936.345} 17,171 100,025 
1898 | 25,17¢) 1,619,524! 5,909 500 606| 21,216 818,815| 23,949] 900 574| 920,028 96,275 
1829 | 21,916) 1520,108| 6,535 930,737| 21.522] — 1,053 059| 10,955] — 558 009, 15.900 77,131 
1830 | 19910) 1,537.744| 7,007 995,996] 92 576| — 1,135.756| 15 315 751.860| 15,999 83.510 

241,919) $20,392,176) 65 822| 51,955,164 218,679| $11,654 225/139.515| 96,158 333) 153310 | 824,245 
1831 | 26.372) $1,801,717) 1673| $151,08u) 23.917) $1,104,195) 19.533) $909,240) 14993 | 56,715 
1832 | 36,176) 2,319,596] 5,779 669,562] 24,006] 1,115 962| 27.930) — 1,192.024| 12,915 | 106506 
1833 | 23,772| 2 245,733] 4.782 692,416) 19.022 $53.625| 21.405! 1,091,436] 14 169 83,153 | 
1834 | 30,655) 2937,020| 4,775 633,07-| 19,101] 1,012 442) 20611| 1,126 72:| 12.834 81,979 
1835 | 27,563) 3,397,415] 6,312 864,351) 17,730 902911) 27,989] 1,539 362) 14.759 94,353 
J536 | 36822 4,222,592) 7,356 908,694) 19,145) — 1,057 830. 22.246| 1,252.299] 23370 | 109,442 
1837 | 20.723) 1,750,065) 9.110 723 812| 22.739 930,657] 93,563, 1,128,229] 18,797 | 100,232 
1833 | 24,312) 2,633,643] 15 511^ — 1,237,12*| 17.553 879.019 25 571) 1,184,886] 17 641 100,593 
1439 | 30.06-| 5 362,331) 9,574 901,950| 19.273 833,17-| 14 303| 991,508) 12777 15,995 
1810 | 26,255) 3,077,178] 15.640| — 1,631,070| 29,534] 1,533,415] 25,649| 1,527,132} 92,406 | 119,484 

352.721| $29,802,290 $1,012 85,406,152 05,02«| $10,253 237]231,402| S11,945,552| 164591 | 967,755 
Total 5524,610| $50,194,466|146,834! $16,361,34€ 123,707, 821,907,162:373,918| $I9,731,18(| 322,901  |1,792,000 


The preceding tables, furnish a view ol the to- 
bacco trade, from 1821 to 1840, 

It appears that during that period, there were ex- 
porled 1,792,000 hogsheads, valued by the treasury 
department, at $131,346,514, being an auumal ave- 
rage of 89,600 hogsheads, or $6,567,325. 

During the years 1221 to 1839, (we have not re- 
ceived the account of 1840), there were exported 
758,477 pounds of suull, and 57,196,251 pounds of 
manalactured tobacco; valued together at 5,556,551 
dollars. 

For the first 10 years of the series, 1321 ta 1530, 
there were exported 824,215 hogsheads ot tobacco, 


valued at $56.889,291; and during the last 10 
years 1830 to 1840, 967.755 hogsheads, valued at 
$74,457,223, being an excess in the last 16 years 
over Ihe first I0, of hogsheads 143,510 or 17,567,932 
dollars. 

The average annual export in the first 10 years 
was 82,424 hogsheads, or $5.688,929; and during the 
second 10 years, 96,775 horslieads, or $7,145,722. 

‘The average price during the whole 20 years was 
$73 21 per bogshead. For the first 10 years $69 11, 
and lor the second 10 years $76 823, oral 1,200 he 
taken as the average weight of the hogsheads, the 
price during the 20 years will be 6 10-100 cents 


per pound—first 10 years 5} cents, and second 10 
years 6 40-100 cents per pound. 

It is to be regretted that an account of the quan- 
tities of tobacco, the produce of the diflerent states, 
has not been kept, as the quality of each varies, as 
does also the size of the hogsheads. 

It will be observed that owing to the short crop 
in 1839, the average price exceeds that of other 
years very considerably: 

It is remarkable how nearly uniform, bas been 
the quantity annually exported, lor the last 20 years, 
with the exception of 4 nr 5 years. 

The second table, present a view of the exports 
to those countries which receive from the U. Stales 
the largest share of our export of tobacco. 

The whole amount sert in the 20 years was 


To England 524,640 bhds. $50,194,466 
France 146,834 “ 16,361,346 
Holland 432,707 * 21,907,465 
Germany 373,918 « 18,734.186 

All other countries 322,901  ** 24,149,051 
Total 1,792.600 131,346,514 

In the first 1@ years there were ship- 

ped to England 241,919 hbds. 
In the second 10 years there were ship- 
ped to England 282,721 «s 


“ec 


Being an increase in the last period of 40.802 

The average annual export to England, during the 
20 years, was hlids. 26,232, valued at $2,509,723. 
To France in the 10 years, 1821 to 1530, 

were exported 65,822 hbds. 
To France in the 10 years 1830 to 1840, 

were exported 81,012 


se 


t 


Being an increase in 10 years of 15,190 «“ 


The annual average to France is 7,341 hhds. or 
$818,067. 
To Holand there were exported from " 

1821 to 1830 218,679 hhds. 
To Holland there were exported from 

1830 to 1840 


u 


205,028 


Being a decrease in the last 10 yearsof 13,651 ** 
The average anaual expoit 21,185 hogsheads, or 

$1,095,273. 

'To Germany from 1821 to 1830 were 


exported 139,515 lihds. 
To Germany from 1830 to 1840 were 

exported 234,403 € 
Being and increase of 94,888 *« 


The average annual exporl 18,695 hogslieads, or 
$936,709. 
To all other countries the exports 

were in 1821 to 1830 158,310 hhes. 
To all other counties the exports 

were in 1830 lo 1840 


164 591 


Being an increase of 6,28 109€ 


Of other countries. Gibraltar on an average of 
the three last years received annually 5,130 hhda. 
Sweden and Norway, 1,564 hhds. Belgium 1.255. 


| Italy 1 660. Cuba 769. Alrica 1,108. Spain 1,067. 


Scotland 854 bhds. 

We are indebted to the register of the treasury 
for the statement of exports ol tobacco in 1840, in 
anticipation of the report on commerce and naviga- 
tion, 

In the preceding volumes will be found various 
other tables and statisties of tobacco. 

It appears by the article published Ihis week 1e- 
lating to British commerce, that the duly paid in 
Great Britain in 1840 on unmanutactured tobacco 
was £3,525,956 against £3,431,908 in 1839. The 
quantities imported in 1840 35,637,826 pounds 
against 25,605,223 pounds in 1830, 

[Hazzard's Com. Reg. 


THE ARMY. 

General orders, No. 29. Adjutant generals. of- 
fice, Washington, May 20th, 1841. 

I. The long and taithlul services of brig. general 
Armistead in Florica, during two campaigns under a 
former commander, and now, as commanding gene- 
ral, entitle him to be relieved from this arduous 
duty; and in accordance with bis own desire, he will 
relinquish lhe command and report in person at the 
head quarters of the eastern division. 

The secretary ol war deems it but an acl of jns- 
tice to tender to gen. Armistead the thanks of the 
department for the zeal and perseverance with whieh 
he bas encountered the complicated difficutties that 
have hitherto obstructed the execution of the objects 
of the government in the treaty with the Indians of 
Florida. 

H. Col Worth, of the Sth iofantry, the officer next 
in iank. with the troops io that quarter, will relieve 
general Armistead and assume the eominand of Ihe 
army of Florida; and he will adopt all efficient and 
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proper measures necessary for the speedy termina- 
tion of hostilities, as well as to alford the most per- 
fect protection and security to the frontier, and to 
such citizens as may be disposed to penetrate the 
country tor lawful purposes af trade or settlement. 

HI. The president directs that hereafter all of- 
ficers of every hranch of the service, assigned to 
duty with the Florida army, shall only be relieved, 
or, be transferred through the orders of the general 
or other officer commanding the troops; and, when 
it may be necessary to withdraw any officer of the 
army from dnty there, the requisite instructions will 
be communicated through the adjutant general’s 
office. 

1V. Offices of the general staff, serving in Florida, 
will report to, and receive the instructions of the 
officer assigned to the command of the army. 

By orderof ALEXANDER Macon, inajor general 
commanding in chief. 

R. JONES, odjutant general. 

A blunt soldier, Ever since Jack Falstatf com- 
manded his company with but two shuts between 
them, we believe it has been the fashion to consider 
bluntness of manner the peculiar property of the sol- 
dier, and that like Othello, he was lo be “rude of 
speech.” This perhaps was the treak of by gone 
times, and destined to remain amid the lore of the 
past, ifa late event had not revived it, in all its 
original beauty. The joke, is a good one if true, 
and if not only shows how we have been galled by 
some waggish friend. 

On Wud Cat's interview with major Childs, at 
Fort Pierce, the other day, after exhibiting his con- 
sequence in several outbreaks of iuupudence, he saw 
an iron pot, which he recognised as having once be- 
longed to him. Pursuing his strain of untutored 
eloqnence, “Yon call yourself a warrior," said he, 
sand yet you took that pot fram an old woman. If 
it had been a man, and taken in fair fight, it would 
have been your pot, bnt you frightened the squaw 
and captured the pot. That was not a warrior’s 
act. I would as soon taken baby linen from a pic- 
caniny, as a pot from a sqnaw. But lam a war- 
rior, and I want my pot.” The gallant major could 
not stand the force of the arguinent; the pot was 
borne off, to gladden the old woman again with the 
delights of sofkv. [ 8t. Augustine Gazette. 

Florida. A correspondent of the Baltimore Re- 
publican, writes fram Florida May 19. “As I pre- 
dicted, when the volunteers were discharged, that 
the Indians would break through the line forined in 
front ofthe settlement by the regular troops, and get 
up in the settlements on the Georgia line—to our 
misfortune this has happened. On the 14'h inst. 
a party of about 15 Indians were discovered on 
Brandy brauch, a fork of the St. Mary's river, and 
killed intliat settlement two citizens, Mr. Brownand 
Mr. Green, From there, this party passed eastwardly 
to the settlement on the south prong of the St. Mary, | 
and killed a Mr. Barron and his child. The citizens 
are upin this neizhborhool, and trying to obtain 
arms to intercept this daring party, bat nnfortunate- 
ly there are few to be nbtained, the United States of- 
ficer having within a short time, on dicharzing the 
militia, took all our guns away, leaving us defence- 
less and at (he mercy of our merciless foe." 

THE NAVY. 

The apprentice. This, (says the Boston Journal), 
is the uame of a little vessel now on ttie stocks at 
the Charlestown navy yard—and which will soon 
be launched. She will not bea great deal larger 
than the launch of aline-of battle ship, but of great- 
er proportionable beam, and a more elegant model— 
completely decked, and rigged thronghout hke a 
fall rigged hrig—with all the various spars, ropes, 
sails and other appurtenances usnally found on 
board vessels of that class. of which the apprentice 
will be bnt a totniature edition. 

This vessel is intended to be used asa sort of 
nautical seminary, for the lads who enter the navy as 
apprentices, and who are attached to the Columbus, 
receiving ship, on that station. She will be a good 
looking, strong, comfortable and what is more, safe | 
vessel—and the advantages in practical skill and 
knowledge, which tlie apprentices must derive from 
crnisiog in such a craft, and performing all the vari- 
ous mancuvres, practised on board a man-of-war, 
must be too obvious to require enumeration. 

Death of com. Claxion. Valparaiso papers to (he 
16th of March have been received, brought by the 
ship Natchez, capt. Hays, at New York. 

The following extract is from one dated March 
Hth: “On Sunday, 7th instant, at Taleahuana, de- 
parted this life, Alexander Ctarton, commander-in- 
chiet of the United States naval forces inthe Pacific. 
Yesterday morning (ihe 13th), the most respectable 
portion of the inhabitants of this town, citizens and 
strangers, officers of the vessels of war anchored ia 
the bay, and authorities of the place, tovned the 
brilliant precession which paid him tbe last honors. 


It was headed by the band and marine corps of the f government and country. It is needless [o speak of 
frigate Constitation, and closed by the crew of the | the unmingled saüistaction and pleasure which the 
same vessel and a detachtnent from the British fri- | visit has produced among the residents. The sor- 
gate President. Hisdeath is lamented by numerous | row inanifested at their departure is the best evi- 


fiiends and acquaintances, He has left a disconsolate 
wife and child.” 

General naval order. Navy department, May 31, 
184t. As a mask of respect to the memory of 
coiamodore Alexander Clarton, late of the navy of 
the United States, who died on board the frigate 
Constitution in the port of Conception on the 8th of 
March last, while in cominand of the United States 
naval forces in the Pacifie ocean, the flags of the 
navy yards, stations and vessels of the United States 
navy are to be hoisted half-mast and thirteen minnte 
guns fired at noon on the day after the receipt of this 
order. 

Officers ot the navy and marine corps are direct- 
ed to wear crape on the left arm thirty days. 

GEO. E. BADGER. 

Naval surgeons. The secretary of the navy bas 
appointed the fullowing gentlemen a board of naval 
surgeons to convene at Philadelphia oa the Ist inst. 
for the examination of assistant surgeons, candidates 
for promotion, and ot persons desirous of being ap- 
poioted assistants in the navy— 

W. P. C. Barton, M. D. president, of Philadel- 
phia; Bailey Washington, M. D. of Washington: 
Samuel Jackson, M. D. of N. York; Benjamin F. 
Bache, M. D. o£ Ohio; G. R. B. Horner, M. D. of 
Philadelphia. Dr. Thomas Harris was appointed a 
member of the board, but declined serving in conse- 
quence of indisposition. 

We learn [rom the Norfolk Herald that an agent 
(B. Hoinans, esq.) has been appointed by the navy 
department, and has arrived at the navy yard ap- 
posite to Norfolk, (Va.) for the purpose of tak- 
ing testimony in reference to charges which have 
been made ot the existence of abuses in the civi] de- 
partments of that yard. 

The Philadelphia North American says—*The 


| United States ship of the line Deiaware is nearly 


ready for sea at Norfolk. She will sail immediately 
for the Mediterranean to supply the place of the 
Brandywine and the other ships comprising the 
squadron now on their way home. This precipitate 
return of American ships and the exposed position of 
our merchantmen in the quarter from whence the 
retreat was nade, is matter of comtoon humiliation." 

The sloop-of-war Yorktown, capt. Anlick, from 
Rio de Janeiro, arrived at Valparaiso on the 20th of 
March. 

The United States exploring expedilion. From a 
Honolulu paper of December 5, 1840. The explor- 
ing squadron has now left our harbor to cruise in 
various directions, The Porpoise has sailed, (so it 
is said), for the southern gronps, to return here in 
four months. The Peacock and Flying Fish to As- 
cension, King's Mill Grop, and the Caroline Archi- 
pelago: thence to the Columbia river, in spring, 
when a store ship will sail from here for that place, 
with all necessary supplies, which will probably 
obviate the necessity of their returning here. The 
Vincennes has gone to. Hawaii, for the purpose of 
making a thorough survey of the valcano, and 
Mauna Lor, and all the interesting points in that 
vieinity. She will also go to the Columbia in a few 
months. Much has been done duriag the stay of the 
squadron, aad we tave ao doubt but that the history 


lot the expedition will give the most faithful account 


of the islands which has ever appeared, particularly 
in all departments of science. The artists, too, 
have been busy, and have taken maay views of 
scenery, costumes and the portraits of chiefs and 
common people. The salt lake at Ewa, which has 
heretofore been supposed to be connected wilh the 
sea, and atfected by tides, and the salt the pro- 
duet of evaporation, has been ascertained to be of 
mineral formation, and disconnected wilh the ocean. 
Salt is found 180 feet above the surface ot the lake. 
Its depth, whieh was considered futhomless, (and 
rightly so), proved to be sixteen inches. The har- 


bor at E wa, or Pearl siver, was snrveyed, and found | 


commodions for shipping, with a good entrance be- 
tween the reefs, with twenty-three feet of water 
upon the bar. Honolulu harbor aral adjacent reefs 
were also thoronghly surveyed. Astronomical, me- 
teorological, and magnetic observations and experi- 
inents have been daily aad nightly made at the ob 
servatory with all the iastrumeats with which the 
expedition is most liberally provided. The pendn- 
lum lor determining the figare of the earth is the 
first that has ever been carried on a voyage of this 
nature, and promises the most interesting results, 
In many other respects the stay of the squadron has 
been most beneficial to tbe islands. Business bas 
revived, and much money distributed among the 
natives. The impression created oa the mind of the 
chiefs by the deportinent of the oflicers is of the most 
favorable nature, and will add mneh to the already 
high reputation gained by American officers for their 


dence of this. May their future labors be as suc- 
cessful as their past, and as honorable to themselves 
and their country? [ The Polynesian. 


STATES OF THE UNION. 

Propuce or New ENGLAND. The statistics 
of our country, collected by the marshals, at the last 
census; are among your proudest records, They 
display the boundless resources of the new world— 
its intrinsic wealth, which is entirely independent 
of circumstances, and of other tations, and fore- 
shadow the rank we are destined to hold when the 
discoveries of science shall have been as fully ap- 
plied to agricultare as to other branches of indus- 
try. The amount of produce raised in New Eng- 
land is worthy of special notice. Maine is put 
down as raising 848,166 bushels of wheat, 2,630,966 
husiiets of other giaio, and 10,392,380 bushels of 
| potatoes. This, with a.population of 500,800.— 
Massachusetts, with a population of 737.786 raises 
about 155,923 bushels of wheat, 3,604,854 of other 
grain, and 5,384,662 of pnlatoes. Vermont, consi- 
dering her population, far outstrips the others,though 
it should be remarked that she is purely an agrical- 
| tural state, while the others are distinguished for 
| coromerce as well as for agriculture. In that en- 
terprising state, the farmers raise 642,963 bushels 
of wheat, 4,031,8t8 bushels of other grain, and 
8,206,784 bushels of potatoes Rhode Island raises 
but 3,085 bushels of wheat, 699,408 of other grain, 
aud 904,773 of potatoes. Connecticut raises 86,988 
bnshs. wheat, 3,995,175 of other grain and 3,214,227 
of potatoes, New Hampshire raises 442,754 hushs. 
of wheat, 3,084,854 of other grain, and 6,234,001 of 
potatoes. [ Tribune. 


e NEW HAMPSHIRE, 

The governor and executive council were in ses- 
sion last week for the purpose of counting the re- 
į turns of votes for members of congress and state se- 
| nators. This duty having been accomplisbed, they 
adjourned on the t7th. 

Votes for members of congress— Official. 
Tristram Shaw — 23,870 Levi Chamberlain 20,808 


Ira A Eastman 28,798 Joseph Sawyer — 20,810 
Chas. G. Atherton 25,813John Folsom 1,236 
Edinund Burke — 28,807 J. D. Quimby 1,237 
John R Reding 28,705 M. A. Cartland 1,234 
| Joel Eastman 20,833 Jared Perkins 1,266 
| Ichabod Goodwin 20,751 Isaac Crosby 1,245 


| George Y. Sawyer 20,777 Scattering 451 
There are no returns from Salem, Epping or 
Thornton. The five first named are elected. 
Vote for senators. 


| No. 1. No. 7. 
Scattering 37|Scaltering 20 
| Samuel Cleaves 1,196, Titus Brown 2.109 
James Pickering — 1,477 Humphrey Moore 2,400 
No. 2. No. 8. 
Scattering 16 |Scattering 172 
| Joseph Cilley 1,455 Luther Farley 1,034 
| Samnel Hatch 2,073| Jacob Straw 2,967 
No. 3. No. 9. 
Scallering 55|3eattering 197 
| David Currier 1,828|Franeis Holbrook 1,480 
David A. Gregg — 2,261 Elijah Belding 2,078 
_ No. 4. No. 10.—(No choice.) 
| Scattering 7 t|Scattering 65 
Simeon B. Little 1,698)Alvah Sioith 1,758 
| Peter Renton 2,48i/Seh. D. Nettleton 1,806 
No. 8. No. 11. 
Scattering 66 Scattering 305 
Daniel Winkley 2,227|l'imothy Kendrick 1,754 
| George McDaniel 2,550|Josiah Quincy 2,436 
No. 6. No. 12. 
Scattering 180 Scattering 4t 
Jolia Evans 1,985| Horace Duucan 1.749 


Jobn L. Perley 3,097 |5üneon B. Johnson 3,714 
The senators elected trom No. 7 and No, 9 are 
| whigs; the others are elected as Van Buren men. 
| In No. 10 the Van Buren candidate has a plurality 
| of 48 votes, The vacancy in that district will be 
filled by the legislature. [ Statesman. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

The mansion honse of lieut. gov. Winthrop, on 
Beacon street, Boston, was sold at auction ou the 
20th ult. for $42,300. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Stale prison. The annual report of the directors 
of this institution shows the nuinber of convicts to 
have been 205, 74 of whom was received during the 
year. "There are 147 white males and 46 black; 7 
pone females and 5 black. Of the number, 143 

were born in Connecticat. The income during the 
year has been $22,561 20; the expenses doring the 
same fiie, $14,278 30, leaving the profits $3,282 
90 From 1827 to 1541, the large suin of 72,203 
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dollars had been earned, of which $20,651 bave been 
paid into the state treasury, and $14,627 expended 
on the prison buildings. During the past year, 
$1,000 has been paid to the Prison Discipline so- 
ciety, and the appropriation of $8,000, ($1,000 to 
each county ), to aid in erecting new county prisons 
has been paid. The property whichis now on hand 


amounts to $16,131, and there is due on notes and | 


book account about $14,500. The warden recom- 
mends that the surplus earnings of the prison be 
appropriated to the erection and support of a hospi- 
tal for the insane poor of the state. 

New Haven and Northampton canol. We intend- 
ed before this to have taken some notice of this ca- 
nal. At the present time we can say but a few 
words. Hereafter we may give some further ac. 
count of this great publie work, which has already 
cost a million and a hall of dollars. 
runs from New Haven through Nainden, Cheshire, 
Southington, Farmington, Avon, Simsbury, Gran- 
by, Southwick, Westfield, Southampton to North- 
ampton, where it enters Connecticut river, and af- 
fords a cheap, easy aud safe cominunication to all 
that part of the country with a market. It is now 
in complete order, as will be seen by an advertise- 
ment in our paper of this date. We are informed 
tbat the present stockholders have advanced to the 
company large suma of money to repair the breaches 
made by the flood last winter, and they have open- 
ed the canal as early as the frost would permil, and 
if we are correctly informed, as early as any canal 
in this state or in the New England states. This 
great public improvement has been much neglected 
for several yeais past, and owing to the peculiar 
situation in which its stock was placed, was at one 
time iu great danger of being abandoned, but the 
stock is now in different hands and differently situ- 
ated, and if the public will allow that portion of its 
business to be done upon this canal, which can be 
better done there than elsewhere, it will be well 
supported, and that is all the company ask. 

d model state. Old Connecticut, as exhibited by 
ber governor in his late message, is an example for 
her sister states. Yankees ahroad are proverbial for 
their industry, enterprise, iudomitable energy and 
shrewdness. These are qualifications not picked 
up by travel, but are peculiar. and belong to them 
as their nalural birthright. Hence, whenever we 
see a Yunkee, we are sure to find a man that is able 
to take care of himself—to push his way through 
the world, often Itiendless and unaided, and by the 
exercise of his own energy not unfrequently arriv- 
ing at the very pinnacle of distinction. The obser- 
vation and experience of every one of us can point 
out many such an example. Now, how does all 
this happen? It is explained in a word—educafion. 
No sooner can he articulate than a spelling book is 
pnt in the hands of the child; to read aud write be- 
comes a part of his “bringing up," as much as eat- 
ing, drinking and sleeping; and this is a duty not 
only prompted by parental affection, but imposed 
by statute provision of the state. tis the policy 
of the state, the fundamental and primary principle 
of all her institutions, to give an educatian to all her 
cilizens; and as this has heen her chief care, the re- 
sults have been, as they ever must be, a general 
ditlusion of knowledge among every class of her 
citizens, qualitying them indiscriminately for every 
station, and making every office ot honor or profit 
accessible to them. 

Let it be borne in mind that the population of 
Connecticut is about 300,000, and that of this popu- 
lation, in the late census, but one man who was a 
citizen was fonnd who could nat read and write.— 
Are we not justified, then, in holding up Connec- 
tient as a model state? What a glorious monninent 
of her greatness, ere perennius, has she io her com- 
mon school fund! Well may her children, scatter- 
ed over the broad face of the earth, be proud of the 
place of their nativity, and yearn to her with the 
aflection of a child tuwaids a parent; for she has 
not only given them hte, but what makes life alone 
valuable—education. [Muvon ( Ga.) Messenger. 

NEW YORK. 

The Irgistuture closed their session on Tuesday 
the 25th ultimo. 

The legislature have passed the appropriation 
hill by an overwhelming majority. The bill appro- 
priates $2,150,000 tor the Erie canal enlargetoent, 
$300,000 for the Black River canal and $550,000 
for the Genesee Valley canal—total, $3,000,000.— 
The vote for the passage of the till stood 77, and 
against it 33. Eighteen Van Buren members pol- 
led their votes lor the passage of the bul. 

State stock. Nine hundred thousand dollars of 
state stock has been issned to the New York and 
Erie rail road company since the Ist of October 
last, and $700,000 since the Ist of January. "These 
stocks are nS) per cent. and payable 1a 1861. 

The Troy Whig says: The locks on the enlarged 
canal in the vicinity of this city are double, and are 


This canal | 


| 
| 
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constructed of stone in the most durable manner.— 
The cost of each lack will be eighty thousand dollars. 
Breach in the Evie canal. We learn from the 
Argus that there is a trench in the canal near the 
nine locks. [Troy (Whig. 
Division of Genesee. This question, which has 
agitated Genesee county and ocenpied the legisla- 
ture for several years, was disposed of on Wednes- 
day so far as the action of the house is invnlved, by 
the passage of the bill to erect a new county from 


| parts of Genesee, to be called Wyoming. The vote 


on the final passage of the bill was 69 to 24. 
[Albany Argus. 
Female convicts. By an act which passed the 
legislature on Thursday, it is provided that *here- 


| alter all female convicts sentenced in any county 


of this state to imprisonment in a state prison shall 
be sentenced to and imprisoned in the female con- 
vict prison at Mount Pleasant.” 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Governor Porter has signed the bill providing for 
the election of county treasurers by the people.— 
The present county treasurers are retained until an 
election. 

Election. The special election for congress, in 
the Fayette and Green counties district, has result- 
ed in the election of Beeson, (V. B.) His majority 
in Fayette county is 279. 

A new loan, The secretary of the commonwealth 
has issued proposals for a loan of nine hundred and 
thirty thousand dollars, at a 1ate of interest not ex- 
ceeding six per cent. per annum, payable half yearly 
at the state treasnry, or the Bank of Pennsylvania. 


The principal to be reimbursed within five years; | 


certificates of stock for the said loan will be issued 
iu the usual form, bearing interest and reiibursabte 
as aforesaid. 

The relief bill. The following are the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the revenue bill by the con- 
stitutional majority of two-thirds. Those in ifalic 
are the Van Buren merobers who voted for the bill. 

Yeas—Messrs. Andrews, Banks, Bard, Bell, 
Boal, Brunner, Chrisman, Church, Clark, Correy, 
Cortright, Cox, Cummins, Darsie, Dilworth, Doug- 
lass, Dunlay, Eyre, Fauss, Foreman, Funk, Futhey, 
Gamble, Gilis, Gratz, Hanna, Higgins, Hinch- 
inan, Holeman, Horton, Jolinsun, (Arins'g) Ken- 
nedy, Kerr, Kieffer, Law, Letherman, Livingston, 
Lusk, May, McClure, McCurdy, Middleswarih, 
Miles, Montgomery, Musser, Myer, Pearson. Pen- 
nell, Pumroy, Rush, Skinner, Suith, Smyser, Snive- 
ly, Snyder, Sprout, Steel, Titus, Von Neida, Heaver, 
Wright, Crabb, Speaker—62. 

Nays—Messrs. Anderson, Apple, Barr, Bean, 
Bonsall, Broadhead, (North), Crousillat, Ebangh, 


| Felton, Flannery, Flenniken, Flick, Fogel, Gar- 


retson Haas, Hahn, Hill, Johnston, ( Westmorland), 
Kutz, Leidy, McCully, McKinney, Moore, Painter, 
Penuiman, Pollock, Scott, Wilkinson— 28. 

Address to the people of Pennsylvania. The un- 
dersigned, your senators and representatives, being 
about to separate after the discharge of their ardu- 
ous duty, deem it to lie their duly to present a view 
of the public affairs of the commonwealth with re- 
ference to their past and present administration, and 
the hopes which every good cilizen has a right to 
entertain of a change for the future. During the 
session of the legislature which has just terminat- 
ed, they have labored with a resolute purpose of 
meeting the expectations of the people and the re- 
spousibilities imposed upon them by a state of things 
unparalleled in the history of our country. As 
the expression of the wants of the people reached 
them, as petitions for relief in a season of unequal- 
ed distress were presented to them, they sought 
to meet these wishes, and by one measure of relief 
alter another, such as have passed both houses 
to do for the people what the people had a right to 
ask. 

Unbappily for those who songht reliel, and for 
tlie legislatnre who desired to allord it, the execu- 
tive authority has been conferred upon an indivi- 
dual, who, exercising it with no view but lor the 
maintenance of fis own official influence, has never 
ventured to indicate liis measures ol either reliel or 
relon, or been willing to unite with us in ours, 
There is a course of official duty which the consti- 
tution contemplates on the pait of the executive 
alike removed Irom iinjroper interference and mys 
terious reserve, which, had it been pursued by the 
present executive, would have abridged our session, 
simplified our labors and enabled usto return home 
with the happy assurance that the government, by 
the concurrent action of ifs various departments, 
had relieved the distress and perplexity of its con- 
stituency. That course is the same which the pa- 
triot Warrison intended to pursue, to which his suc- 
cessor is pledged, and the reverse of the dark and 
sinuous line of action in which the present governor 
of Pennsylvania seems to delight. It is not to dic- 
tate to-the legislature, who coming more recently 


from the people best know their wants. but in the 
letter of the constitution it is from time to time to 
give to the general assembly, information of the 
state of the commonwealth, and recommend to their 
consideration such measures as he shall deem expedi- 
ent;’’ and in its spirit having made those recoinmeu- 
datious to acquiesce in the action of the immediate 
representatives of the people unless it violates either 
the constitution or some essentiai principle of good 
government, 

The middle course between ohtrusive juterfe- 
rence and siubborn reserve, the present execn- 
tive of Pennsylvania seems unable to discern, aud 
the legislature has been compelled with no other 
consolation than the honest effort to do duty always 
affords, to wait for weeks aud months nnable to at- 
tain a glimpse of executive opinions except wher 
they were made manifest in vetoes frequently couch- 
ed in disrespectful language, or as they could be 
gathered from the intimatiors of accredited parti- 
sans in and out of the legislature acted, and to 
such embarrassment has ihe executive been con- 
tent to leave us to act. We wish a suffering people 
to understand this and to listen to the proof. 

The session of the legislature commenced ou the 
first Tuesday of January, 1841. The state of ihings 
throughout the commonwealth was then most pe- 
culiar. The banks were in a state of general aus- 
pension. The currency consisted mainly of the 
notes of the United States, and lor the seitlement 
of the small accounts which form so large a propor- 
tion of the daily business of the citizens nothing 
was accessible but the illegal and discredited small 
note currency from abroad. A promised resump- 
tion of specie payments was af band and every 
good citizen looked forward with the hope if not 
the expectation that it might be permanent and the 
community might not soon again be called to wit- 
ness a scene of universal discredit. There were 
many who believed that no permanent resnmption 
could be ellected withont the beneficial interposi- 
tion of tlie general government, and on that inter- 
position directed by the wisdom and patriotism of 
a president chosen by Pennsylvania itself we con- 
fidently relied. But the governor was not one of 
these. He relied on the efficacy ol'state legislation 
directed by mere party impulse, he shared in none 
of our expectations of action at Washington, he 
never expressed and probably never felt any share 
of the confidence which the reasou and good feeling 
of the people reposed in the wisdom and patriotisin 
of the lamented Harrison. Now we ask you to 
mark the result. On the 15th of January, 1841, 
the banks resumed specie pay*:ents—on the first of 
February the governor negotiated a loan of nearly 
800.000 dollars with the banks and mainly with the 
Bank of the United States—on the 4th of Febrna- 
ry the banks again suspended and in a state of al- 
most hopeless prostiatiun have they remained ever 
since. 

On the Sth day of February, the intelligence 
of the calamity reached the seat of government 
through private channels. The legislature, alter 
pausing to give the executive an opportunity of 
presenting his views at this crisis proceeded with- 
ont further delay to do its duty, and legislate for 
the crying necessilies of the people. To enable 
the executive to suggest his remedy for the evils 
then impending, was due alike to him and ourselves. 
We wailed, but we waited in vain. The executive 
functions were paralytic. No word lell from the 
lips of (he governor, and so far as we or the public 
are apprised ot his views as voluntarily express- 
ed, content with the present state of things, irre- 
deemable currency, hopelessly irredeemable for the 
suffering people, he wrapped himself in mysterious 
silence, and made no effort, gave no sign that pro- 
inised relief. 

Not so your representatives. Unaided—uncoun- 
setled hy the executive, they assumed tlie respone 
sibility, and measures of relief were originated, 
matured and enacted. Mixed, however, with the 
prayer for relief, there wasan emphatic demand for 
reform; and it was with a steady view to the coinci- 
dent ministration of relief and reforin, that our mea- 
sures were prepared. 

It was not long before the measure of bank ree 
form and popular relief was exacted by both honses. 
It was rigid in its enactments to the banks. It 
was generous and beneficent for the people. Itli- 
ited the powers of bank officers and directors. [t 
checked inordinate banking operations. It was not 
the extravagant privilege of «disregarding law. It 
was the privilege which necessity enacted, and it 
was nothing more. But with that privilege were con- 
nected vital ineasures of reform, which the people 
had long demanded. So far as the legislature was 
concerned, their duty was promptly and faithfully 
pertarioed. 

Nor was it till the legislature had thus acted, that 
any executive intimation was made. It came, us 
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usual, in tbe form of a peremptory refusal to ac- 
quiesce in the views of Ihe representatives of the 
people, and it left the legislature to mature ils mea- 
sures again, and guessing at the varying opinions 
of the executive to try to enact laws which might 
conform to them, and at the same time be con- 
sonant with public policy and constitutional requisi- 
tion. 

With what an anxions desire to regulate our 
course by wise and disinterested views, to do what 
a peculiar exigency required and no more, to con- 
ciliate our political adversaries, aud for once to unite 
with them, or pursuade thet to unite with us, in a 
common effort to relieve the suffering community, 
those who were immediate spectators of the scene 
best can tell. One of the undersigned representing: 
the feelings of us all, in the senate, expiessly ten- 
dered to the friends of the executive the assurance 
of an earnest desire to bury mere party feeling, 
and co-operate cordially in measures at which no 
party cavil could be uttered. But it was in vain. 
The only answer was derision of the offer, and a 
scornful denial of the existence of all distress among 
our constituents. 

Not discouraged by the failure of all these efforts, 
the undersigned again natured a measure of relief, 
designed to eflect the great object in the attainment 
of which, we believe, the hopes of our sa (fering 
constituents were involved. Would our coustitu- 
ents have seen what we have seen and know what 
we have known, they would still more highly ap- 


preciate our reasonable anxiety to give relief. Not 
only was the community generally agonized, but on 


cerlain classes the pressure of the times fell with 
peculiar severity. The contracts on the unfinish- 
ed lines of the public works were made on the faith 
of the comstoonwealth, solemnly and sacredly pledg- 
ed by agents who, however untaithful to their trusts 
were still the agents of the state. After the ad- 
journment of the last legislature, the canal commis- 
sioners, holding their nffices at the will of the go- 
vernor, aware that the appropriations were expend- 
ed or insufficient, prosecuted the public works. Of 
this action, we do not feel disposed to speak further 
than to say, that tlie executive who would thus 
willingly incur debts, ought to be as willing to pay 
them, and not to deny poor justice to those who 
sutfer by his acts. Tte contractors who in full 
confidence, trusted the commonwealth, have come 
to ns and told their piteous tale; their property sa- 
crificed, their toil wasted, debts incurred, executions 
impending, rnin stang themselves and families in 
the face, the disgrace of insolvency staining their 
character, and debtors prison waiting to receive 
them. The counties of Erie, of Crawford, of Bea- 
ver, of Dauphin, Huntingdon, Centre, Lycoming, 
of Mercer, of Columbia, Northumberland, Luzerne, 
of Brandfora and Susquehanna, are filled with sut- 
ferers like these. We have listened, and listened 
with pity to their story of suffering, and though 
great diversity of opinion exists as to the policy of 
future expenditure on the unfinished lines, none 
of us are insensible to the state's obligation to pay 
her just debts. 1t is the executive alone, who, 
witliont authority of law, persists, in bis refusal to 
pay them. 

To give reliel, and do justice to these creditors, 
the legislature has labored long and anxiously; and 
iu the hope of giving this relief, was the measure 
to which they have relerred in a great measure ma- 
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individual who violates his word far deeper and 
fouler is that dishonor which will pursue the Coig- 
munity, which wantonly and causelessly disregards 
its obligations and taking contributions trom the 
hand of «enerous confidence, now entrenches itself 
within its constitutional immunity and refuses to 
provide for the payment of its unquestioned debts. 
There is but one mode of sustaining credit, and to 
that the legislature has resorted. 

The measure thus matured, finally passed the 
legislature on the 30th of April, and op the Ist of 
May it was returned to us with the executive ob- 
jections. To that measure and to those objections 
we ask your best attention, They are in all re- 
spects worthy of it. It was a measure which will 
at once relieve the pressure of iminediate liability 
on the commonwealth, pay its domestic creditors, 
afford relief to the people by a moderate and well 
regulated amount of small note currency, save a 
large amount of interest on the public debt, and 
give to the banks such relief az for the sake of the 
community it was proper to afford to them—but it 
did more, and to this we invite especial attention, 
It provided for a reduction of the expenses of the 
government—it expressly prohibited the entangle. 
ment of the commonwealth in new contracts, the 
burthen of which would ultimately fail on the peo- 
ple themselves—and above all it specially appropri- 
ated the money to be raised to certain objects and 
made it an offence against the law tor its officers to 
infiinge upon the appropriations. There was to 
he no transfer of money from this fund, to that fund; 
no drawings from one pocket to pay into another; 
no concealing deficiencies of defaleations by inze- 
nions transfers—no puzzling the pnblic mind by in- 
tricate accounts; but every cent of revenue raised 
had its appropriate object indicated, and neither the 
executive nor his agents, could without detection 
misapply it. This constitutional "coercion" we 
thought we had a right toapply, and yet it is of this 
restraint, which the constitution itself enjoins, and 
which we were bound to prescribe, that the execu- 
live complains as a dangerous encroachinent on his 
prerogative. From this complaint we again appeal 
to the popular judgment to sanction a measure which 
woulddeserve approval if it contained no other pro- 
vision than this. We trust that no legislature will 
ever be dissuaded or deterred from imposing this 
wholesome restraint on the power of the executive 
on the treasury. 

So far as the relief bill affected the banking in- 
stitutions of the state, to the great surprise of the 
undersigned, they found the views of the governor 
on nne^point suddently become consonant with 
theirs. At the beginning of the session he deuounc- 
ed small notes as an. evil which was on every ae- 
count to be avoided and strenuously urged the pro- 
libition of notes noder ten dollars. At that time 
the people were suffering for the want of this cur- 
rency, but the executive prejudices were obdurate. 
At the beginning of this session his views were 
unchanged, So late as the Sth of April, when he 
vetoed the reforin bank bill he still proles-ed hostili- 
ty to small notes even toa limited amount, and made 
this one of his objections to that measure of salu- 
tary regulation, By his recent veto it however ap- 
pears that within a short time the executive on this 
subject has changed his ground, and that inflnenc- 
ed by considerations which he has nnt indicated and 
in relation to which in charity we will not pretend 
to speculate, he too is in favor of this mode of relief 


tured. E 
; to the cominunity. We apprehend that the people 
The debts due.for repairs alone, amounted to two | will appreciate the sincerity of his past professions 


hundred and sixty-eight thousand dollars, due ge- and feel the due gratitude lur his acquiescence in 
nerally to poor meu who have contributed their la- | their wishes. 2 
bor to keep the publie works in such condition that Not discouraged yet but anxious to preserve the 
they may render revenne to the commonwealth. | public credit at all hazards, in order to save the ex- 
Cases ol individual hardship have been brought ont | ecutive from the stain which must rest on him, and 
to view at which any heart would sicken, except the | on him alone. if by the course he has thought fit to 
cold and callous hearts ol those, who, elevated above | pursue the legislature were forced to adjourn with- 
the syinpathies of ordinary humanity, ean use the ! out definite action, still perplexed by obscure inti- 
benefit of labor, and yet deny to it its just reward. | mations of his will, and sympathising deeply with 
Tt was to pay those debts too, that the undersigned | the suffering people, the undersigned determined 
have anxiously labored. to act on their own responsibility, and accordingly 
The other public creditors, to those by whose | passed the measure ol relief bya constitutional uia- 
pecuniary contributions the internal improvement jority. If public gratitude be due, no share of it is 
system has been coustructed, there was due at least ‘due to the executive. 
an effort ou the part of the state to discharge its It is a measure of compromise to which we ask 
obligations. Relying too confidently on the pro- |the cordial and generous consideration of the peo- 
fessions of the executive, that by no act of his ple. it is a measure of necessity amidst surround- 
should the state credit be iinpaired or the public taith | ing difficulties. It is a measure which gives relief 
violated, we assume the hazardous responsihility of aud deserves the popular approval. 
exacting froin the people new contributions to the) Such has been our general course of action on 
common canse The ruinons and disgraceful sys- | the great measure of relicl and reform—and to that 
tem of borrowing to pay interest the undersigned action thus thwarted and perplexed, we confident- 
thought and still think ought to be arrested. They | iy invite your candid and generous consideration. 
have endeavored to do so, and if they bad failed, ' Could the governor have been induced to. depart 
the responsibility would not be theirs, he state | from his oracular reserve, and appealing to the im- 
credit must and onght at all hazards and at any cost | partial judgment of the people, a reliance which 
to be sustained. The state debt is the aggregate of | never fails, frankly have indicated his views or ex- 
every man's promise, and if dishonor zest on the | pressed his willinguess to take counsel, 


free and, tem of popular represen 


| passed by both houses, 


honest counsel with the legislature on such sab- 
jects, much time and expense might have been 
spared, and long ago might we have returned to 
those who sent us hither and told them that coun- 
sels of patriotism had prevailed, popular necessities 
heen relieved, and wholesome reform enforced. If 
the result had been ditlerent, the responsibility 
would not be with us. If we had left the people 
without relief, we should have left them in the 
hands of the executive. 

But this engrossing subject is not the only one 
for which legislation was needed. Nor is it the 
only one in which the wishes of the people have 
been [rustrated by the unstable ane perverse will 
of the execulive. 

At least ten executive vetoes disfigured the jour- 
nals of this session, and in but one ot them has the 
governor pretended to indicate other than conside- 
rations of local expediency of which the represen- 
tatives of the people believed they were the best 
judges. And in this single exception, strange as it 
tay seem to our fellow citizens, so few of whom 
are ignorant of the provisions of the constitution 
under which we live, the governor founded his ob- 
jections on a clause in an obsolete constitution 
which more than two years ago was abrogated by a 
vote of the people. Nor had the executive the 
manliness either to admit the error, if error it was, 
or assign the true cause of the misrepresentation 
until it had been discovered and rebuked by the vi- 
gilant action of the representatives of the peonle. 
For proof of this assertion, now made with regret 
but from a sense of justice, the undersigned refer 
to the journals, where it will be seen that in a mes- 
sage on the 10th February last, the governor quot- 
ed as in lorce the old constitution as justifying his 
negative to an important bill; and that on the 12th, 
not however, until after the inis-quotation had been 
detected in the house of representatives, he ac- 
knowledzed itin a supplemental communication 
and attributed it to a mistake in transcribing. No 
one can read the passage with the context, and be- 
lieve it was an accidental error. We ask the peo- 
ik to examine the journal and then judge for them- 
selves. 

This is the solitary insfance in which the gover- 
nor has frustrated our legislation on account even 
of pretended constitutional scruples. A few in- 
stances of his abuse of the power the constitution 
has conferred on biia are fresh in our recollection. 
They will show to the people how the public time 
has been wasted by the constant and frivolous exe- 
cutive interference. 

It became necessary to supply the omission o. ^ 
prothonotary in Huntingdon county to note the re- 
cord of a deed bearing an entailed estate—a peti- 
tion was presented, referred and examined, and a 
bill to the effect required was passed into a law.— 
No remonstrance was presented though ample time 
was afforded. No public policy was affected. The 
bill passed in connexion with an important public 
bill extending to all religious societies without dis- 
tinetion, the right to hold lands for churches and 
burial grounds. Notwithstanding the public exi- 
gency, and lor no adequate reason, the executive 
returned the measure with his unexplained objec- 
tions. The stain of religious intolerance was left 
on our statute book, and the publie time was wast- 
ed by the necessity of re-enacting that which was 
confessedly unexceptionable, 

If the people of Lancaster county desire to abo- 
lish an useless court prostituted to party uses, the 
executive differing in opinion, but suggesting no 
constitutional difficulty, vetoes the bill but suggests 
the relerence of the question to the votes of a por- 
tion of the people of the county. 

lf according to his suggestion, the question is re- 
ferred to the decision of all who contribute to the 
support of the court have a right to decide on its 
continuance, the obduracy of executive will is not 
soltened, and he vetoes the bill again, because he 
thinks on the question differently from the repre- 
sentatives whom the people of the very county has 
elected. 

But worse than all—the governor will not permit 
the legislature even to regulate the discipline of a 
county prison—a bill providing for a change in the 
inode of appointment of inspectors, warden and 
door keepers ol a prison in Chester county was 
and has been vetoed by the 
governor for no other pretext than that which dif- 
fering views of expediency afforded. The people 
must judge of this abnse of power. 

If this be tolerated—if on all questions of local 
interest when the people have spoken first in the 
choice of representatives, then through those repre- 
seutatives, and the legislature has exercised its 
sounó and honest discretion, the executive is to in- 
terfere and thus defy the popular will, far better 
would it be to dispense with the complicated sys- 
tation, its expense and itg 
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delays, and give to the government that unity of 
design whicb appears in the view of the executive 
would seem to be its perfection. 

At any other period than this, the undersigned 
are free to adiit that they believe a different course 
would have been pursued by the governor. A 
wanton abuse of power without object, they are 
disposed to attribute to no public thoctionary. But 
on the eve of an election, when the incumbent of 
the executive office is a candidate for re-election, 
the infirmity of buinan nature, always developed in 
the tenaciousness of office, is only overcome by a 
spirit ol independence, such as even by his friends 
is not claimed for the present executive. To re- 
tain the possession of patronage and power, to cul- 
tivate factions of party influences however minute 
—whether among the tip staves of a mayor’s court, | 
ortbe turnkeys of a county goal,—to secure all } 
doubtful friends—to dispense with the execution of 
the laws—to pardon adinitted libellers before trial, 
and give a plenary indulgence to them to violate 
all law hereafter, are some of the fruits of the. pri- 
vilege of re-election Operating on unscrupulous 
partisans. The undersigned have had no reason to 
regard the present possessors of power to be ex- 
ceptions to the rule. 

Sensible to this exposure to temptation and | 
yielding to the expression of public opinion on this 
point, the undersigned at an early period of the 
session procured the passage of an amendment to 
the constitution limiting the executive to a single 
term. If on any one point the publie voice bas 
spoken, it is on this. The promise ot the venerat- 
ed Harrison, a promise, the sincerity of which even 
political animosity did not question thatin noevent 
would he be a candidate for re-election, and his 
opinion that such an amendment to the federal con- 
stitulion was desirable, has consecrated this one 
term principle in the affections of the people of 
Pennsylvania, and each day's experience tends to 
ripen tbat sentiment into deliberate judgment.— 
Does any one doubt that had the present governor 
of Pennsylvania been ineligible lor a second term, 
he would not have more faithfully discharged his 
high daties and would have raised himself beyond 
the sphere of party movement to which he seems 
to be confined? Unfavorable as is the judgment 
wbicl the undersigned bave been compelled to 
form of the present executive they have no hesita- 
tion in saying that his eonduct and policy would 
have been different bad the tetaptation to do wrong 
been witbheld. 

Before the 4th of March last, when the present 
governor was renominated, the amendment to the 
constitution bad passed the senate where it was re- 
sisted by the friends of the administration, and was 
under consideration in the house of representatives. 
It alterwards passed the house of representatives by 
an overwheltning majority, 
ing in the minority, and they all credited friends of 
the executive. 

It must next indirectly be submitted to the peo- 
ple, always the last and surest resort, and by them 
at the next general election it must be decided. We 
submit it to you as part of our acts. Having weigh- 
ed it well, having looked at it in all its relations to 
the interests of the people which we were sent here 
to guard, we submit it to yon and to your decision 
now as ever shall we submit. The next legislature 
must revise (his act of ours and we appeal to you to 
make this the test bereafter, 

There was one matter of geat public interest to 
which the attention of the undersigned was early 
called. They refer to the condition of the public 
works, and to the abuses which were supposed to 
exist there. There was a prevalant opinion among 
the people that the canal commissioners, dependant 
iinmediately on the executive, had prostituted their 
high functions, and bad bestowed on personal and 
political favorites a Jarge share of the patronage 
which unha 
ed to dispense. 
its confidence by the astonishing disclosure that the 
public works during the last two years under the 
care of the present canal board liave cost for ma. 
nagement and repair the sum of two millions one 

undred and fifty-five dollars, ou an average of one 
million and seventy-five thousand and forty dollars 
for each year of governor Poiter's administration, 
whilst during the late administration the average 
even at periois of extraordinary accident never ex- 
ceeded eight hundied and six thonsand six hundred 
and ninely-six dollars. Unable to acconnt for this 
by any theory but that which is founded on con- 
vietion of the want of integrity of the public ayeuts, 
and earnestly desiring to restore publie confidence 
tothe magnificent system of improvements for which 
so much has been expended and in the snecess ol 
which the hest hopes of the people are centered, 
the house of representatives soon after its organiza- 
tion inslituled a thorough investigation into the con- 


but eight members vof- | 


ppily for the people, they are authoris- | 
The publie lias been startled from | 


duct of the canal board. Its results will soon be 
before the world and to those results we direct your 
early attention. They justify suspicion—they au- 
tharise and demand the strongest reprobalion—they 
are the results of calm and deliberate inquiry in 
which justice was fairly done, ample opportunity of 
exculpation afforded, witnesses were publicly ex- 
amined and cross examined, and the canal commis- 
sioners will stand before the public, convicted on 
unquestioned evidence ol gross and palpable abuse 
of power. Who can wonder at the increasing ex- 
penditure on our public works, when they read and 
hear of such instances as one or two, which taken 
at random from the report of the investigating com- 
mittee, are bni specimens of worse and more start- 
ling developments hereafter, 

It became necessary to pnrehase ropes for the in- 
clined planes. The best article was offered by ma- 
nufaeturers of unquestioned merit and could bave 
been procured for the aggregate amount of $7,577. 
A political partisan offered it ta the dispasers of the 
publie bounty for $9,049. The competition was 


ané on this one article {he commonwealth lost 
eleven hundred and seventy-oné dollars. 

It became necessary to relay eleven miles of rail 
road near the city of Philadelphia. It was in un- 
questioned proof that this work might have been 
done, and well done for thirty-six thousand dollars. 
It was done and cost the commonwealth fifty-four 
thousand five hundred and eighty-six dollars, caus- 
ing a loss of more than eighteen thousand dollars, for 
reasons no doubt as patriotic as those which regulat- 
ed the purchase of ropes. 

Among the largeet and most imporlant work on 
our canal line is the construction of the reservoir 
near Hollidaysburg. For this work three offers 
were made, and the contract given to a political 
friend—at wha! cost, to you fellow citizens, will 
thns appear: 

For grubbing and clearing, two contractors offered 
to do it for $350; John Mitchell charged $700, and 
has the contract. 

For roek excavation, two contractors offered thir- 
ty-nine cents, and Mr. Mitchell bas it for Sorty-eight 
cents. 

For common exeavation below water—two con- 
tractors offered, one heenly and one twenty-four 
cents, but Mr. Mitchell offered thirty-three cents, 
and be bas the contract too. 

For good earth embankment one contractor of- 
fered seventeen cents and one fifteen cents, but Mr, 
Mitchell has done it for twenty-five cents. 

For coarse stuff. embanktaent one contractor of- 


{fered nineteen cents, another seventeen cents, and 


Mr. Mitchell bas it for thirty cents, and so it will 
appear throughout till it is demonstrable that the 
loss to the coomonwealth in this one work will not 
be l^ss than twenty thousand dollars. 

On the western reservoir it was ascertained that 
it cost the state upwards of tweuty-two thousand 
dollars to clear from timber about four hundred 
| acres. 

Had no other inducement existed, there would 
have been in these disclosures enough to justify im- 
inediate action and a change in the tenure of these 
canal cominissioners. A bill was immediately ma- 
tured to that effect, with the design of changing the 
tenure and giving to the legislature and the govern- 
ment a concurrent power of appointment, But the 
tenaciousness with which power holds on to patron- 
age, was not to be relaxed, and this ineasnre adapt- 
ed tothe wishes of the people. and their necessities 
| fell before the veto power. The executive suggest- 
ed a reference to a veto of the people, to that sug- 
gestion we bave acceded, and there is now in his 
hands a bill to carry it intn effect. Its fate we do 
not pretend to conjecture. Let the people wait on 
the executive decision. 

We are now abont to separate and to mingle with 
aur constituents. We shall find them oppressed by 
difficulty and embarrassment, such as we have la- 
bored auxiously to alleviate and remove. The pe- 
riod will soon come when the popular will is to be 
again expressed, and the question is to be again de- 
termined into whose hands the executive power of 
the state is to be entrusted for the next three years. 
What that decision will be, we do not doubt.” The 
events of the winter have added to the necessity of 
the change—and to that change alone must the peo- 
ple look for permanent and substantial relief; 

Members of the senate. 
Samuel M. Barclay, John J. Pearsou, 
Nathaniel Brooke, Williain B. Reed, 
Abraham Brower, Henry S. Spackman, 
Elihu Case, Joseph M. Sterrett, 
Thomas E. Cochran, John Strohm, 
William Hiester, Charles C. Sullivan, 
Jolin T. Huddleson, Thomas Williams, 
Robert P. Maclay, John H. Ewing. 
Jolin Mathers, 


no longer equal, the partisan obtained the contract, | 


Members of the house of represeniatives. 
Hugh Andrews, Edward E. Law, 
James Banks, Jonathan Leatherman, 
Richard Bard, Isaac Lightner, 
Joseph A. Bell, Samuel Livingston, 
Jacob Bruner, Joseph McClure, 
Jobn B. Chrisman, Daniel McClure, 


S. H. Clark, Ner Middleswarth, 
William K. Correy, J.G. Miles, 
J. F. Cox, James Montgomery, 


Jobn Cummins, 
George Darsie, 
William Dilworth, 
James D. Duulap, 
Joshua P. Eyre, 
George L. Fauss, 
Jacob Foreman, 
John Funk, 
Robert Futhey, 
Jacob Gratz, 
John Hanna, 
Joseph Higgans, 
B. M. Hinchman, 
M. T. Kennedy, 


Benjamin Musser, 
Isaac Meyer, 
J. S. Pearson, 
Benjamin Pennell, 
Joseph Pumroy, 
Jobn Rush, 
Stephen Skinner, 
G. Rush Smith, 
Daniel M. Smnyser, 
Andrew Snively, 
James Sprott, 
Serab Titus, 
Jacob Steel, 
Philip Von Neida, 
Aaron Kerr, Daniel Washabangh, 
Christian Kieffer, William A. Crabb, 
Harrisburg, May 5, 1841. 


DELAWARE. 

Laws. The Journal says—“We have just seen 
the volume of laws passed at the late session of our 
legislature. It is quite a large volume, and shows 
that the legislature was not idle during their brief 
session. We regard the Delaware assembly as a 
model for the imitation of other states. Itis the 
smallest legislative body in the union, has the shortest 
sitting, and contains the least number of those ex- 
pensive animals, ?alkers. The cost incurred for le- 
gislation by this state is a mere trifle. True, we are 
not blessed with the veto system, which dooms the 
law maker, Sysiphus-like, to roll their cumbrous 
labors to the top of the hill only to be rolled back 
again. For the perfect working of this system, see 
Pennsylvania.” 


VIRGINIA. 

The convection of the Protestant Episcopal church 
of Virginia, closed its session on Saturday at Alex- 
andria. The Gazette states that the right rev. 
bishop Meade, tor the benefit of his health, which 
has been infirm for some time past, will be absent 
from his charge for the next three or four months, 
and intends to embark in the nextsteam packet from 
Boston for Liverpool. 

NORTH CAROLINA, 

Episcopal convention, The annual convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal church of the diocese of N, 
Carolina, opened at St. James’ church in that town 
on Wednesday last. The bishop of the dioceses 
was present, as were nineteen of the clergy of the 
saine; being tbe whnle number but three. The rev, 
Dr. May, of Philadelphia, and the rev. Mr. Lyman, 
of the diocese of Maryland, were also present as 
visitors. [ IFilmington, (N. O.) Chron. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Yellow fever. Observations made in Charleston, 
at various periods, in 1eference to the yellow fever, 
go to establish the fact that the disease is not 
equally fatal to all classes of the inhabitants. Ac- 
cording to a paragraph in the Alexandria Gazette 
on this subject, the deaths of the blacks, who form, 
at least, one-third of the population, have only been 
at the rate of a half per cent. while the French 
have lost at the rate of one, the Germans one and a 
balt, the Duteh two, the Americans three and the 
English four per cent. Generally speaking, per- 
sons ofa sanguine temperament have been most in 
danger, fur the mortality among them has amount- 
ed toa tenth, while among bilious people it bas 
been only a fiftieth. Females have sutlered much 
less than males. 

Mr. Cuthoun. This gentleman has been ona 
visit to his son residing in Marengo county, Ala, 
The Montgomery Advertiser gives a brief abstract 
of aspeech made by him in that city on the 6th 
inst. 

The abstract of his speech says: “Of the estab- 
lishinent of a national bank, as the most prominent 
of these measures—he spoke more fully—ol the 


original attempt to insert the power of chartering 
such an institution in tbe convention, the plain, 
positive and decided negative put upon that attempt, 
the manner in which that negative, followed as it 
was by an express act ol congress as to the collec- 
tion of the revenue in gold and silver, was evaded 
by Mr. Hamilton, and finally set at naught by the 
establishineut of a national bank.” 

By the side of this, says the Baltimore American, 
we may place the following short extract (rom one 
of Mr. Caltaut’s speeches in the senate, not long 
prior to 1837; 
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*I might say with trutb, that the bank owes as 
much to ine as to any other individual in the coun- 
iry; and l might even add, that kad it nol been for 
my efforts, it would not have been chartered.” 

Mr. Senator Preston addressed a large meeting of 
the triends of the adininistration in Charleston on 
the 22nd. 


GEORGIA. 

The edifice of the Legrange high school, in Toup 
county, was destroyed by fire on the night of Tunes- 
day, the 11th instant, together with all the books 
and apparatus, both chemical and philosophical, be- 
longing to the institution. Loss, from 6,000 to 


$7,000. 

Bank of the State. 

Dr. Resources, 

To notes, bonds, &c. discounted, 1,746,563 09 
Bills of exchange discounted, 219,033 91 
Reat estate, 25,775 81 
Banking houses and lots, 81,257 00 
Salaries, 18,409 04 
Incidental expenses, 4,834 65 
Assignment ol a judgment, 5,100 00 
Protest account, 543 25 
Balances due from nther banks, 93,006 68 

Do. do. branches, 56,844 26 

Do. do. Bank of the 

state of Georgia, 21,731 79 

Bills of branches on hand, 21,160 00 
Do. other banks on hand, $93,868 00 
Specie on hand, 237,602 19 

— 331,170 49 

$2,625,734 97 

Cr. Liabililies. 

By capital stock, $1,500,000 00 
Bills in circulation,* 449,404 00 
Discount account, 73,579 58 
Dividends unclaimed, 6,153 00 
Surplus tund, 81,294 39 
Balances due to other banks, 166,523 80 


Do. do. bauk of the state of 
Georgia, 62,396 32 
Balances due to branches, 40,170 15 


Individual deposites, 242,582 73 


$2,625,734 97 
A. PORTER, cashier. 

Singular state of affatrs in Georgia. The last 
Monigomery Journal discloses a singular state of 
affairs in Barbour county, in that state. The peo- 
ple have resisted the authority of a judge, and re- 
fuse to recognize a writ of “habeas coi pus” issued 
by judge Pickens. The history of the case is given 
briefly as follows: 

George W. Lore, was arrested some months since 
on suspicion of highway robbery, accompanied by a 
most foul and horrid murder, was admitted to bail 
by judge Booth after a trial had been made, on ques- 
tionable security, as was supposed by many of the 
citizens of Barbour. Suspicion in the matter led 
to an examination, when no bond could be found in 
the clerk’s office, and as the gentleinen who have 
Lore in charge, state in their answer to the re- 
quisition of judge Pickens, there was no evidence 
that one had ever been executed. Under these 
circumstances they state in substance, that enter- 
taining no doubt of the guilt of Lore, they arrested 
him as he was about to escape trom the country, 
and are determined to retain hiin till the production 
of a sufficient bond, or be brought to trial. They 
have, says the “Shield,” consequently fortified the 
jail at Glenville, in which Lore is confined, from a 
determination to resist his surrender at all hazards. 

This is certainly a curious and extraordinary state 
of things, and inay well, as it does, excite anxity as 
to its result. The persons who detain the prisoner, 
contrary to the writ of **liabeas corpus,” state their 
reasons in very respectful language, and tlie affair as 
it now stands, presents the singular spectacle of the 

eople in collision with their judiciary, ani resist- 
ing the officers of justice to obtain the ends of jus- 
tice. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The seoson. The latest information from Mis- 
sissippi, brings accounts of great damage to the 
young crops by rain and hail storms which oc- 
curred there the first week in the last month. Pre- 
vious to those, drought had prevented the growth 
of the cotton plants, and there was a general com- 
plaint of **bad stands." A letter to the New Or- 
leans Bulletin says: 

“On the hills, the soil and the cotton are bnth 
washed off to a great extent; and on the low lands 


*Reported circulation, 
Deduct this amount on hand as per debit 
side, 


$449,405 00 
21,160 00 


Leaving in actual circulation, $423,245 00 


the crops are mostly either drnwned out or covered 
with nud. Sucha rain I have never before wit- 
nessed. lt has extended over the whote country, 
and materially aifected the prospects of the plan- 
ters.’ Auother writer says—"l have lost 3 to 3 of 
my crops.” 

KENTUCKY. 

The peonle of Mercer met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment, on the 3d May, at the court house when 
general R. B. McAfee was called to the chair, and | 
Juo. Adair appointed secretary. The meeting en- 
tered into several resolutions of a general charac- 
ter, and adjourued over to the Ist Monday in June. 
lt was a large and crowded meeting, and bore 
marks evident of old Mercer's determination to, 
embark in the celebration of the 66th anniversary | 
of the settlement of Kentucky, with characteristic 
spirit and liberality. Every exertion and effort are | 
being made by the citizens of our county, in pre- 
paration for the celebration, and you may expecta 
fair exhibition of her wonted hospitality. Prepa- 
rations will be made for the accommodation of fif- 
| teen thousand people, and inany more, if necessa- 
ry. There will, doubtless, be that many persons 
present. "The hon. Benjamin Hardin has accepted 
the invitation to deliver the address on the occasion, 
and the rev. Mr. Styles, or the rev. Mr. Bascomb 
is expected to preach a sermon then and officiate 
as minister during the celebration. 

That this celebration will be every thing *Har- 
rod" anticipates, we eutertain not a doubt. Why 
should it not be a “celebration of the people of! 
Kentucky?” The rancor and bitterness of party 
spirit which prevailed at the time ot the celebration 
at Boonsborough, was such that all assemblies of 
wliatever nature or character, were presuined to be 
*'ipeetings for political purposes;" and although no 
such spirit prevailed at Boonsborough, we have no 
doubt it prevented many from attending, who, 
would otherwise have been present. There can be 
no fears of such an object at Harrodsburg; the nar- 
row lines of party are merged; literally forgotten in 
the great object tbe good people ot old Mercer, 
have in contemplation. It will be a meeting of no | 
ordinary character;—the people will be there in| 
their majesty—a mighty assembly of freemen, to | 
bow down before an allwise and supreme Father, 
and offer their united and heartfelt thanks for His | 
watchtulness and guidance to our fathers, in the 
tines “that tried men souls." The day on which | 
that tearless and indomitable man, James Harrod, 
raised the first “log cabin" inthe *lairy-land called 
Kan-tuck-ee,”’ is, indeed, one in commemoration of 
which, all lovers of that “fairy land’? shonld most 
cordially unite. Fron that day, we may date the 
commencement of those sanguinary struggles be- 
tween the daring hunter and the savage, in which 
itis truly said, “that hecatomhs of white men were 
ollered by the Indian, tothe God of battles, in their 
desperate and ruthless contention for Kentucky.” 
Let all Kentucky be there. The hospitality and 
unbounded generosity of James Harrod and his 
venerable relict, who yet lives, have descended! 
upon “old Mercer.” “There will be ample room 
for all; come ye all in aud make merry.” Let not 
the «daughters of the mighty west,” forget that) 
they too, should be present; let them remember that 
their mothers were actors in the scenes in the 
“dark and bloody ground”’—that though they had 
no jewels wherewith to purchase ammunition for! 
the soldiery, they were free to give their **petficoats 
Jor palchin." 


OHIO. | 
Heavy hogs. Warren county is as hoggish a por- 
tion of the state as any other. No part of Ohio af- | 
fords better soil, better farmers, better crops, or bet- 
ter stock. Messrs. Price and Enless of Springbo- | 
rough, Warren county, cut up during the past sea- 
son 1.199 hogs, good sized pigs too. One weighed | 
814 Ibs. nett; one 510 Ibs.; 932 averaged 300 Ibs.; 79 
averaged 400 Ibs.; 394 weighed over 300 Ibs. each: 
and 25 weighed over 400 lbs. each. The 800 Ibs. 
pig was half blood Berkshire. The Warren boys 
ran go to the head! {Cleaveland Herald, 


POLITICAL—PRESIDENTIAL. 

OLD IRONSIDES CLUB—COMMODORE STE WART. 

Philadelphia, May 24th, 1841. Pursuant to pub- 
lic notice a special meeting of the club, was beld at 
the Head Quarters, corner of Sixth and Carpenter 
streets. The meeting was large, spirited and en- 
thusiastic; the spacions room in which it was held, 
was filled to overflowing. The co:minittee appoint- | 


ed to address a letter to commodore Stewart, infortn- | 
ing him of the nature and object of the etub, and 

asking an expression of his political sentiments, | 
submilted the annexed correspondence, The letter 

of the gallant commodore, was received with reite- 

rated bursts of applause. The following resolutions 

were then unanimously adopted and ordered to be 

published in all the democratic papers. 
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Resolved, That this association has received with 
the highest satisfaction and pride, the able and pa- 
triotic letter of commodore Stewart, and that we 
find in all its sentiments and principles, the fullest 
assurance ol his devoted attachment to the princi- 
ples, party and candidates of the peopte. 

Resolved, That ten thonsand copies of the corres- 
pondence be published in pampblet forin by this 
club, and offered to the peuple of the union, as con- 
taining the sound principles of the democratic party 
since the days of Jefferson. 

Resolved, That the presiifent appoint a committee 
of sixty, to ke composed of twenty members from 
each congressional district, to make arrangements 
for a suitable celebration of the approaching anni- 
versary of the national independence. 

Resolved, That this meeting adjourn to meet on 
Saturday evening next, at S8 o'clock, at the same 
place, where all democratic citizens ol the city and 
county, favorable to the object of the club, are re- 
specttully invited to attend. 

s GEORGE SMITH, president. 

RoBERT K. ScoTT, ` n 

Roserr P. DESIEVER, k seer RS: 

Commodore Charles Stewart: Sim: The under- 
signed have been appointed a committee on behalf 
of the Old Ironsides club of the city and county of 
Philadelphia, to enclose to you the following pream- 
bie and resolutions unanimously adopted at a stated 
meeting held on the 15th instant. 

Whereas, The Old lropsides club of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, having fairly placed the 
name of commodore Chailes. Stewart, of Pennsyl- 
vania, before the people for the highest office in their 
gilt; and, 

Whereas, The Old Ironsides club having the most 
full and entire confidence in his patriotism and de- 
votion to those democratic principles, which were 
first promulgated by Jefferson, aud which have since 
been recognised as sound in doctrine and practice to 
their fullest extent by Madison, Monroe, Jackson 
and Van Bureu; and, 

Whereas, The Old Ironsides club deeming it pro- 
per that com. Stewart should be officially informed 
ot the organization, and the end and purpose of the 
club, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the president be requested to ap- 
point a coininittee of five to adress commodore 
Stewart on behalf of this association, informing him 
of its organization, and of the end and purpose ot its 
formation. 

Resolved, That the said committee be instructed 
to address such a letter to com. Stewart, enclosing 
this preamble and resolutions, as they shall think 
adapted to the occasion, in order, that in answer 
thereto, this club and the people of the union shall 
receive from him in reply, an expression of his po- 
litical opinions. : 

From these proceedings you will perceive, that 
the association, we liave the honor to represent, 
composed as it is of a large number of the demo- 
cratie citizens of the city and county ol Philadel- 
phia, entertaining the fnllest confidence in your pa- 
triotism and high mental endowments, your honest 
and consistent attachment to those pure fundamen- 
tal principles of the democratic faith which were 
first promulgated by Jetlerson and perpetuated by 
Jackson—and remembering your brilliant and brave 
achievements on the ocean 1n defence of the rights, 
bonor, interests and liberties of the people of this 
uuion, during a long lile devoted to the national de- 
feuce and glory of your country, have placed your 
name before the nation as a candidate for the no- 
blest position within the reach of human ainbition — 
that of the chief magistracy of a great and a free 
people. 

It is not the province of the undersigned here 1o 
diseuss your civil qualifications for the important 
post for which you have thus been nominated under 
every duty that it enjoins, or your claim to the title 
or the first naval statesman and hero of the age; in 
proof of the foriner we refer with confidence to the 
pages of our nation’s history, and of the latter to our 
country's enemies. Ours, sir, is the duty of inform- 
ing you of the movement thus made by your politi- 
cal and personal friends in the county of your na- 


| tivity, and to inquire of you whether you will al- 


low them, in conjunction with your deraocratic fel- 
low citizens throughout the union, to present your 
name on behalf of the people you have periled your 
life in defending, toa democratic national convention 
tor its adoption. 

The undersigned have also been insiructed to ob- 
tain an expression of your opinion of those demo- 
cratie principles which have distinguished the party 
of the people since the days af the great apostle of 
democracy, in order that the people of the union 
may be satisfied that you are, as you ever have been, 
the firm, devoted and consistent friend of equal 
rights, equal legislation, religious, civil and political 
liberty. 
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hands, yet, the influence of the executive in recom- 
mending defensive measures, in the first instance, 
and his control over them, under the sanction of 
laws, afterwards, render him highly responsible for 
maintaining the rights, interests and honor of the 
country. Under this iesponsibility, it well becomes 
a chief magistrate, to keep in view the efficiency of 
the national defences, for we are admonished by 
high authority, that, “to be unprepared to punish 
insult, 13 to court it,” and that, “in defensive prepa- 
rations are to be found the best means of preserving 
peace." 


In a government of checks and balances, the ac- 
cumulation of power iu the hands of any one man, 
or set of men, Shonld be narrowly watched, as dan- 
gerous fo liberty. In the influence of executive 
patronage may be found a fruitful source of alarm, 
and its dispensation. cannot be guarded with too 
jealous an eye, lest merit and capacity be proscrib- 
ed, the bitterness of party spirit eneouraged, and 
successful efforts be made, to control the freedom of 
opinion, or of the press, or to corrup! the people, 
that place may be retained or power anginented. 

Eeonomy forms one of the prominent virtues and 
duhes of a republican government. It does not 
consist, however, in withholding from faithful pub- 
|lic services a just coimnpensation: neither does it 
consist in aecording with parsimonious hands the 
means of promotirg the public defence. But it 
consists in closing every unnecessary drain on the 
public treasury; and also for the same purpose, 
there is strenuously reqnired a judicious application 
of the appropriations to their objects and a vigo- 
rous execution of the laws regarding them. 

Agriculture, commerce, manulactures, and the 
Inechanic arts are the great sources of our national 
prosperity. "These, when sustained by a well regn- 
lated system, which system I should hold, for the 
inost part, to be best, when least shackled, consti- 
tute the greatest portion of the wealth and power 
of the country. In cherishing them, we cherish 
what enabled our fathers to rise superior to colonial 
dependence, aud disregatding the numberless diffi- 
culties and dangers which surrounded them, toestab- 
lish upon asure and solid toundation the greatest 
republic among the nations of the earth. 

“To cherish a liberal commeicial intercourse 
with other nations, without involving ourselves in 
entangliog alliances with any," to do justice to 


In conclusion, the undersigned beg leave to offer 
you the assurance of Iriendship and respect. and are 
your fellow citizens, 

STEPHEN B. KIN GSTON, 
DANIEL SMITH, 

GEO. F. LEHMAN, 
RICHARD VAUX, 

JOHN W. RYAN. 

Philadelphiu, May 17, 1841. 

Com. Stewart's reply. 
Philadelphia, May 22d, 1834. 
GENTLEMEN: I have had the honor to receive 
your communication as a committee of the “Old 
Yransides club of the city and county of Philadel- 
phia," accompanied by their resolutions passed at 
their stated meeting held on the 15th inst. 

In yonr communication you remark that “the as- 
sociation being composed of a large number cf the 
democratie citizens of the city and county of Phi- 
Jadelphia, entertaining the fullest confidence in my 
patriotism and mental endowinents, as well as my 
honest and consistent attachinent tothe pure funda- 
inental principles of the democratic faith, as pro- 
mulgated by the great disciple of liberty, Thomas 
Jetlerson, and perpetuated by Andrew Jackzoo, 
have placed 1ay name before the nation as a candı- 
date for the chiel' magistracy of a free and a great 
people,” and you ask whether I will “allow them 
in conjunction with my democratic fellow citizens 
thronghont the union, to present my name to the 
people for their adoption through a democratic na- 
tional convention;" and further, that “you are in- 
structed to obtain my views of the great democratic 
principles which have distinguished the party of the 
people since the days of ‘the great aposlle of demo- 
eracy,’ in order that the people of the union, may be 
satisfied that I am as I ever have been, the firm, con- 
sistent and devoted friend of equal laws, equal rights, 
political, civil and religious liberty." 

For this distinguished preference ol my fellow 
citizens of the city and connty of my nativity, I 
beg leave to return, through you, their committee, 
iny sincere and greateful thanks, and to express to 
thein a hope that before the period shall arrive for 
the assembling of a demociatie national convention, 
our fellow citizens may be enabled to present a name 
more worthy of this high distinction, which may so 
readily be found in the great and patriotic democra- 
tic family of our union. 


If the views here set forth of the principles of 
demecracy, under our constitution, and which em- 
brace perhaps the largest portion of our nationat 
policy, prove satisfactory to yon, | cannot but leel 
proud that they have undergone in me no change or 
diminution; but, on the contrary, they eon 
confirmed and strengthened by the many opportu- 
nities I have had of observing foreign rule, under 
different forms of government, as well as the happy 
positinn of onr country under the doctrines of our 
Declaration of Independence, which have so fully 
proved to us that man is not incapable of self-go- 
vernment. 

For the flattering manner in which you have been 
pleased to express yourselves, in relation to any of 
my public services, I pray you to accept my thanks. 
In giving assurance that wha'ever I may have done 
for my country, by fighting her battles or otherwise, 
has not been unobserved, you convey to me the 
most grateful reward I could receive—the appro- 
bation of iny fellow citizens. 

Accept, gentlemen, for yourselves and thie asso- 
ciation you represent, the assurances of the repect- 
ful esteem with which I have the honor to be your 
obliged servant and fellow citizen, 

CHS. STEWART. 
Messrs. Stephen B. Kingston, Daniel Sinith, George 

F. Lehman, Richard Vaux, John W. Ryan— 

committee on the part of the “Old Ironsides club 

of the city and county of Philadelphia." 


[OFFICIAL ] 
TREATY WITH PORTUGAL. 
From the National Intelligencer of the 28h April. 
Treaty between the United States of America and 
the Queen of Portugal andol the Algaives—Con- 

cluded August 26, 1840; ratified April 23, 1841. 

By the President of the United States of America: 
A PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS a treaty ol commerce and navigation 
between the United States of America and her most 
faithful majesty, the queen of Portugal and of the 
Algarves, was concluded and signed by their pleni- 
potentiaries, at Lisbon, on the 26th day of Anguat, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and forty, which treaty, being in the English and 
Portuguese languages, is, word for word, as follows: 
In the name of ihe most Holy and undivided Trinity. 

The United States of America and her most faith- 


That the resolutions of the club which you repre- 
sent may be fully coinplied with, l have no hesitation 
frankly to state that should our fellow citizens deem 
it proper to present my name in the manner they 
propose, though I neither seek nor desire it, I have 
no right to withhold it. For although I ain filled 
with the most profound sense of my own deficien- 
cies for the exalted station which bas been adorned 
by names so illustrious, l also conceive that it is not 
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others and rigidly exact itin turn, are also among the | ful majesty the queen of Portugal and of the Al- 
prominent obligations of the federal government. — |garves, equally animated with the desire of main- 

It is a fixed principle in our government which | taining the relations of good understanding which 
cannot be too faithfully adhered to in practice, nor | have hitherto so happily subsisted between their re- 
too often repeated, that 1t was instituted to promote | spective states; of extending, also, and consolidat- 
the welfare of the people; that those who make, | ing the commercial intercourse between them; and 
and those who carry into effect the laws, are but | convinced that this object cannot better be accom- 
their agents; and that to generate any distinct in- | plished than by adopling the system of an entire 
terests between the people and their government is | freedom of navigation, and a perlect reciprocity bas- 


the part ol patriotisin to shun any duty which may 
be required by my fellow citizens. 

The circumscribed position of a naval comman- 
der affords but few occasions for the developicent 
of his political principles or sentiioents. Born in 
the city ol Philadelphia during the height of the ar- 
dnous struggle for independence, conteinporane- 
ously with so many glorious events, I could not but, 
with the fist dawnings of life, inhale those princi- 
ples of republicanisin, which are so well calculated 
to confer the largest share of happiness on the great- 
est number of those who live ander their auspices. 
I early imbibed an ardent attachment to the doc- 
trines taught by the sage of Monticello, which has 
been confirmed by the experience of each succeed- 
ing year: and from my first exercise of the elective 
franchise, down to the present hour, I have unwa- 
vering contributed iny humble aid to promote and 
maintain the ascendency of tlie democratic party, its 
principles and candidates. 

lu the coustitution of the United States, will be 
found every essential role for the guidance of those 
who may be designated by the people to carry out 
its principles, for their protection and welfare. A 
careful, nay, even a strict construction of that in- 


incompatible with this principle, and was never 
contemplated by the framers of the constitution. 

A perfect tolerance of political opinion, and fiee- 
doin in the exercise of the elective franchise, are 
indispensable; for a government based on public 
opinion becomes impaired when intoleranee and a 


from it that support; and we should bear in mind, 
that while ander the imperative democratic princi- 
ple, the willof the majority is to prevail in all 
cases, yet, that “the minority possess rights, to 
violate which would be oppression.” sy 

Opposition to political measures should rather be 
invited (han deprecated; for, in landable opposition 
there may be found security from error; nor should 
it be forgotten, that “every difference of opinion is 
not a difference of principle," and that, as citizens 
of the same republic, we are all equally interested 
in the honor, welfare and happiness of our common 
country. 


It may be affirmed as an incontestible truth, that 
the tendency of corporate bodies and associated 
wealth is inimical to the liberty, as it is destructive 
of the equahty of the people; an the authority to 
alrument is indispensable to our well-being. Such create them was wisely withbeld from the general 
a construction as would effectually exclude every | government by the states, Should this view be 
other not palpably necessary and proper, to effect the considered as too forcibly stated, my answer ia plan 
execntion of its various articles, If this tundamen- | and direc!: the doctrine has been proved sound by 
tal principle be deviated froin, each part of the| experience, and has received the assent of the de- 
constitution may be successively invaded, unul the | Mecratic party. If 1t be erioneous, the responsi- 
intent ol its framers will gradually disappear, and bility of its maintenance is shared by a Jetterson 
every original landinark be forever obscured in the | and a Madison, with a Snyder and a Jackson. 
dark and bewildering mazes of a latitudinous con-| Since the adoption of our present form of go- 
struction. h ) vernment, questions of importance have arisen, 

The people, in confiding to the general govern- | upon which different portions of our fellow citizeus 
ment the purse and the sword, believed that they | have taken issue. Some of these questions will 
were placing them inthe most safe and efficient) probably never be reviverl. Should occasion arise 
hands. Tus surrender of the whole means of pub-| when inportant ones may be presented, which 
lic defence, makes the superintendence of it, in all | wonld turn on a doubtful constenction of the conah- 
its branches, a primary duty in the national fune- | tution, you may rest assured that my convictions of 
tionaries. Although the immediate control over| right would be based upon the only tiue and sale 
this subject has been wisely lodged in legislative | foundation—that of the Jelfersonian school. 


lawless control of the right of suffrage withdraw | 


ed upon principles of equity equally beneficial to 
both countries; have, in consequence, agreed to en- 
ter into negotiations for the conclusion of a treaty 
of commerce and navigation: and they have ap- 
pointed as their plenipotentiaries for that purpose, 
to wit: the president cf the United States of Ame- 
rica, Edward Kavanagh, their charge d'affaires at 
the court of her most faithful majesty; and her most 
faithful majesty, the most illustiious and most exa 
cellent John Baptist de Almeida Garrett, first histo- 
| riographer to her said majesty, of her council, 
ineinber ol the cortes, knight of the ancient and 
most noble order of the tower and sword, knight 
|commander of the order of Christ, officer of the 
| order ol Leopold in Belgium, judge of the superior 
court of coinmerce, envoy extraordinary and minis- 
ter plenipotentiary to her Catholic majesty; who, 
after having exchanged their respective full pow- 
ers, found to be in due and proper form, have agreed 
upon, and concluded, the following artieles: 
ARTICLE I. 

| There shall be, between (he territories of the high 
contracting parties, a reciprocal liberty of commerce 
and navigation. The citizens and subjects of their 
respective states shall, mutually, have liberty to en- 
ter the ports, places, and rivers of the territories of 
leach party, wherever foreign cominerce is, or shall 
be, perinitted They shall be at liberty to sojourn 
and reside in all parts of said teriitories, in order to 
attend to their affairs; and they shall enjoy, to that 
| ellcct, the saine security and protection as natives 
of the country wherein they reside, on condition of 
their subinitting to the laws and ordinances thee 
prevailing, and particularly to the regulations in 
force concerning commerce. 


ARTICLE 11. 

Vessels of the United States of Aineiica arriving, 
either laden or in ballast, in the ports of the king- 
dom and possessions ol Portugal; and, recipiocally, 
Portnguese vessels arriving, either laden or in bale 
| last, in the ports of the United. States of Ametica, 
| shall be treated, on their entrance, during their 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER--JUNE 5, 1841—TREATY WITH PORTUGAL, 


gt 


stay, and at their departure, upon the saine tooting as 
national vessels coming froin the saine place, with 
respect to the duties of tonnage, light-tiouse duties, 
pilotage, port charges, as well as to the fees and 
perquisites of public officers, aud all other duties 


. H | 
and charges, of whatever kind or denomination, le- | 


vied upon vessels of commerce, in the name oz to 
the profit of the government, the local authorities, 
or of any public or private establishment whatso- 
ever. 

ARTICLE III. 

No higher or other duties shall be imposed on the 
importation, into the kingdom and possessions of 
Portugal, of any article the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of he United States of America; and 
no higher or other duties shall be imposed on the 
importation, into the United States of America, of 
apy article the growth, produce, or manulactare of 
the kingdom and possessions of Portngal, than such 
as are, or shall be, payable on the like article, be- 
ing the growth, produce, or manulactare ol any 
other foreign country. 

Nor shall any prohibition be imposed on the im- 
portation or exportation of any article, the growth, 
produce, or manulacture of the United States of 
America, or of the kingdom and possessions of Por- 
tagal, to or froin the ports of the said kingdom and 
possessions of Portugal, or of the said states, which 
Shall not equally extend to all other foreign nations. 

Nor shall any higher or other duties or charges 
be unposed, in either of the two countries, on tbe 
exporlation ol any arlicles to the United Siates of 
America, or to the kingdom of Portugal, respective- 
ly, than such as are payable on the exportation of 
the like articles to any other foreign coantry. 

Provided, however, that nothing contained in 
this article shall be understood or intended to inter- 
fere with the stipulation entered into by the United 
States of America, for a special equivalent, in re- 
gard to French wines. in the convention made by 
the said states and France, on the fourth day of 
July, in the year of our Lord one, thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-one; which stipulation will ex. 
pire, and cease to have effect, in the month of Fe- 
bruary, in tlie year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-two. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The same duties shall be paid, and the same 
bountizs, deductions, or privileges allowed, on the 
i:nportation, into the kingdom and possessions of 
Portugal, of any article the growth, produce, or 
manovfactare of the United States of America, whe- 
ther such importation shall be in vessels ol the said 
states, or in Portuguese vessels; and, reciprocally, 
the same daties shall be paid, and the same boun- 
ties, deductions, or privileges allowed, on the im- 
portation, into the United States of America, of 
any article, the growth, produce, or manufactare of 
the kingdom and possessions of Portugal, whether 
such importation shall be in Portuguese vessels, 
or in vessels of the said states. 

ARTICLE V. 

It is agreed by the high contracting parties that, 
whenever there may be lawfully imported into all 
or any ol the ports of the king:ton and possessions 
of Portugal, in vessels of any loreign country, arti- 
cles of the growth, prodace, or imanulactnre of a 
country other than that to which the importing ves- 
sels shall belong, the same privilege shall immedi- 
ately become cominon to vessels of the U. States 
of America, with all the same rights and favors as 
may, in that respect, be granted to the most favor- 
ed nation. And, reciprocally, in consideration there- 
ol, Portuguese vessels shail therealter enjoy, in the 
same respect, privileges, rights, and favors to a 
corresponding extent, iu the ports of the United 
States ol America. 

ARTICLE VI. 

All kinds of iercharilise and articles of com- 
merce, which may be lawlully exported or re-ex- 
ported from the ports of either of the high contract- 
ing parties to any foreign country, in national ves- 
sels, inay also be exported or re-exported therefrom 
in vessels of the other party, respectively, without 
paying other or higher duties or charges, of what- 
ever kind or denomination, than if the saine mer- 
chandise or aiticles uf commerce were exported or 
re-exported in national vessels. 

And tlie same bounties and drawbacks shall be 
allowed, whether such exportation or re-exporta- 
tion be made in vessels of tlie one party or the 
other. 

ARTICLE VII. 

It is expressly understood that nothing contained 
in this treaty shall be applicable to the coastwise 
navigalion of either of the two countries, which 
each of the two high contracting paities reserves 
exclusively to itsell. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

It is mutually understood that the foregoing sti- 

palations do not apply to ports and territories, in 


the Kingdom and possessions ot Portugal, where fo- 
reign commerce and navigation are not adinitterdts 
and that the commerce aml navigation ot Portugal, 


and the said ports and territories, are also prohi- 
bited. 

But her most faithful majesty agrees that, as soon 
as the said ports and terrifories, or any ol them, 
shall he open to the commerce or navigation ol 
any foreign nation, they shall, from that moment, 
be also opened to the commerce and navigation ol 
the United States of America, with the same pivi- 
leges, rights, and favors as may be allowed to the 
most favored nation; gratuitously, il the concession 
was gratuitously made, or on allowing the same 
compensation, or an eqnivalept, if the concession 
was conditional. 


ARTICLE IX. 
Whenever the citizens or subjects of either of 
the contracting parties shall be forced to seek re- 


fuge or asylum in any of the rivers, bays, ports, or | 


territories of the other, with their vessels, whether 
merchaut or of war, through stress of weather, pur- 
suit of pirates or enemies, they shail be received 
and treated with humanity, giving to them all fa- 
vor, facility, and nrotection for repairing their ships, 
procnring provisions, and placing themselves in a 
situation to continue their voyage, without obstacle 
or hindrance of any kind. 
ARTICLE X. 

The two contracting parties shall have the liber- 
ty of having, each ip the ports of the other, consuls, 
vice-consuls, agents and coinmissaries, of their own 
appointment, who shall enjoy tlie same privileges 
and powers as those of the most favored nation.— 
| But before any consu 
|missary shall act as such, he shall, in the usual 
| forin, be approved and adinitted by the government 


; to which he is sent, 


But, if any such consuls shall exercise commerce, 
| they shall he subinitted to the same laws and usa- 
ges to which the private individuals of their nation 
jare submitted, in the same place, in respect of their 
| commercial transactions. 

And itis hereby declared that, in case of offence 
against the laws, such consul, vice-consul, agent, 


or commissary, may either be punished accordiog | 


to law, or be sent back, the offended government 
assigning, to the other, reasons for the same. 

The archives and papers of the consulates shall 
be respected inviolably; and auder no pretext what- 
ever shall any magistrate scize, or in any way in- 
teifere with them. 

The consuls, vice consuls, and commercial agents 
shall have the right, as such, to sit as judges and 
arbitrators, in such differences as may arise be- 
tween the captains and crews of tite vessels belong. 
ing to the nalion whose interests are committed to 
their charge, without the interference of the local 


authorities, unless the conduct of the crews, or of! 


the captains, should disturb the order or the tran- 
quillity, or offend tbe laws, of the country; or the 
said consuls, vice-consuls, or cominercial agents, 
should require their assistance to cause their deci- 
sions to be carried into effect or supported 

It is, however, understood that this species of 
judgment, or arbitration, shall not deprive the con- 
tending parties of the right they have to resort, on 
their return, to the judicial authorities of their coun- 
try. 

ARTICLE XI. 

The said consuls, vice-consnls, and coinmercial 
agents are authorised to require the assistance of 
1he local authorities, for the sea ch, arrest, deten- 
tion, and imprisonment of the deserters from the 
ships of war and merchant vessels of their country. 

For this purpose, they shall apply to the coinpe- 
tent tribunals, judges, and officers, and shall, ip 
writing, demand the said deserters, proving, by the 


exhibition of the registers ot the vessels, the rolls | 
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of the crews, or by any other olficial doeninents, 
that such individuals lormed part ot the crews; and, 
this reclamation being thnos substantiated, the sar- 
i render shall be made without delay. 

Such deserters, when arrested, shall be placed at 
the disposal uf the said consuls, vice consuls, or 
commercial agents, and may be confined in the pub- 
lie prisons, at the reqnest and cost of those who 
shall claim them, in order to he detained until the 
time when they shall be restored to the vessel. to 
which they belonged, or sent back to their own 
country, by a vessel of the same nation, or any 
other vessel whatsoever. 

But, if not sent back within four months from the 
day of their arrest, they shall be set at liberty, aud 
shall not be again arrested for the same caose.— 
However, if the deserter shall be luund to have 
committed avy erime or olfence, the surrender may 
be delayed until the tribunal, before which his case 
shall be pending, shall have pronounced its sen- 


directly to and trom the United States of America | 


I, vice-consul, agent, or coin- | 


lence, aud such sentence shall have been carmed 
into effect. 
ARTICLE XII. 

The citizens and subjects of each of the bieh 
contracting parties shall have power to dispose Fat 
their personal goods, within the jurisdiction of the 
other, by testament, donation, or ulherwise; and 
| their representatives shall succeed to their said per- 
[sonal goods, whether by teslam-nt or ab intestato, 
aud may take posses-ion thereof, either hy ihem- 
selves, or by olhers acting for them, and di-pose of 
the saine, at will, paying to the profit of the re- 
spective governments such dues only as the jutia- 
| bitants of the country, wherein the said goods are, 
| shall be subject to pay in like cases. 
| And, where, on the death of any person holding 
real estate within the territories of one of the high 
contracting parties, such real estate would, hy the 
laws ol the laud, descend on a citizen or subject of 
the other party, who, by reason of alienage, may 
be incapable of holding it, he shall be allowed the 
time nxed by the laws ot the country; and, in case 
the laws of the conntry actually in lorce may not 
have fixed any snch time, he then shall be allowed 
a reasonable time to sell, or otherwise dispose of, 
such real estate, and to withdraw and export the 
proceeds without molestation, and. without paying 
to the profit of the respective governments any 
other dues thao those to which the inhabitants of 
the conntry, wherein sail real estate is situated 
sliall be subject to pay in like cases. j 

ARTICLE XIII. 

If either party shall, hereatter, grant fo any other 
nation any particular favor in navigation or com- 
merce, it shall iminediately become common to the 
other party, Ireely, where it is lreely granted to 
such other nation, or on yielding the same compen- 
sation, or an equivalent, guam prozüne, where the 
grant is condinonal. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

The United States ol Auieriea and her most faith- 

ful majesty, desiring to make as durable as circum- 
stances will permit, the relations which are to be 
established between the two parties, by virtue of 
‘this treaty or general couvention of reciprocal li- 
herty of commerce and navigation, have declared 
; solemoly, and do agree to the following points: 
Ist. The present treaty shall be in force for six 
| years froio. the date hereof, aod farther until. the 
‘end of one year after either of the contracting par- 
| rez shall have given notice to the other of its in- 
| tention to terminate the same: each ol the contract- 
ing parties reserving to itself the night. of giving 
| snch notice to the other, at any tüne after the ex- 
piration of the said term of six years; and it is here- 
| by agreed between them that, on tlie expiration of 
one year alter such notice shall bave been received 
by either from tlie other party, this treaty shall al- 
together cease and terminate. 

2d. If any one or more of the citizens or subjects 
of either pasty shall infringe any ol the articles of 
this treaty, such citizen or subject shall be held 
personally responsible lor the same; and the harmo- 
ny and good correspondence between the two na- 
| trons shall not be interrupted thereby; each party 
engaging in no way to protect the offender, or sanc- 
tion such violation. 

3d. It, (which indeed cannot be expected), un- 
fortunately, any of the articles contained in the pre- 
sent treaty shall be violated or infringed, in any 
way whatever, it is expres-ly stipulated that nei- 
| ther of the contracting parties will order or autho- 

rise any acts of reprisal, nar declare war against the 
other, on complaints of injuries or damages, until 
the said party considering itself olfentled shall first 
; have presented to the other a statement of such in- 
| Juries or damages, verified by competent proof, and 
| demanded justice and satisfaction, and the same 
shall have been either refused or unreasonably de- 
layed. 

4th. The present treaty sha'l be approved and ra- 
tified hy the president of the United States of Anie- 
rica, by and with the advice and consent of the se- 
nate of ihe sard states, and by her most faithful ma- 
jesty, with the previous consent of the general cor- 
tes of the nation, and the rahfieationos shall be ex- 
| changed in the city of Washington within eight 
inonths from the date hereof, or sooner if possible. 

In witness whereot, the respective plenipotenti- 
aries have signed the same, and have affixed there- 
to the seals ol their arms, 

Done in triplicate, in the city of Lisbon, the 
twenty-sixth day of August, in the yearot our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and forty. 

(Signed) 

EDWARD KAVANAGH. 
Joao BAPTISTA DE ALMEDIA GARRETT. 

And whereas the «aid treaty has been duly ratifi- 
ed on both parts, and ihe respective ratificatious of 
the same were exchanged at the city of Washing- 
tan, on the twenty-third day of April, one thousand 
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eight hundred and forty-one, by Danier WEB- 
STER, secretary of state of the Uniled States, and 
the commander Joaquim Cesar De FiGANIERE 
E Morao, of her inost faithlul majesty's eonneil, 
knight commander of the order of Christ, and ini- 
mister resident of her said majesty, near the ga- 
verninent of the United States, ou the part of their 
respeetive governinents: 

Now, therefore, be it known, that I, Jonn Ty- 
LER, president of. the United States of America, 
have caused the said treaty to be made public, to 
the end that the saroe, and every clause and article 
thereof, may be observed and fulfilled with good 
faith by the United States and the citizens thereof. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, 
and caused the seal al the U. States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, the twenty- 
fourth day of April, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred aud lor- 
ty-one, and of the independence of the 
United States the sixty-filth. 

JOHN TYLER. 


[r. s.] 


By the president: 
DANIEL WEBSTER, secretury of state. _ 


TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. 

May 31. Pursuant to the proclamation of the late 
president of the United States, the senate met this 
day at 12 o’cloek. 

At t2 o'clock the hon. Samuel L. Southard, pre- 
sident of the senate, took the chair; and, having 
called the senate to order, the following members 
appeared to be in attendance, viz: 

From Muine—Mr. Evans and Mr. Williams. 
New Humpshire—Mr. Pierce and Mr. Wood- 

bury. 
Peso lcci r. Bates aud Mr. Choate. 
Conneclicul— Mr. Huntington and Mr. Sinith. 
Rhode {stand—Mr. Dixon and Mr. Simmons. 
Vermont—Mr. Prentis. 
New York—Mr. Wrizht and Mr. Tallmadge. 
New Jersey— Mr. Miller and Mr. Soathard. 
Pennsylvania —Mr. Sturgeon, 
Deluware—Mr. Bayard aud Mr. Clayton. 
Marylond—Mr. Keer and Mr. Merrick. 
Virginia —Mr. Archer and Mr. Rives. 
Noith Carolina— Mr. Graham and Mr. Man- 
guin. 

South Carolina— Mr. Preston. 
Georgia— Mr. Berrien. 
Alabuna—Mr. King. 
Mississippi—Mr. Henderson and Mr. Walker. 
Louisianu —Mr. Barrow. 
Tennessee— Mr. Nicholson. 
Kentucky—Mr. Clay and Mr. Morehead. 
Ohio— Mr. Allen and Mr. Tappan. 
Audiaaa —Mr. Smith and Mr. White. 
dilingis—Mr. McRoberts and Mr. Young. 
Missouri—Mr. Benton aud Mr. Linn. 
Arkansas—Mr. Fulton and Mr. Sevier. 
Michigan—Mr. Porter and Mr. Woodridge. 

On motion of Mr. Buyard, it was ordered that 
the secretary of (he senate acquaint the house of 
representatives thal a quoruin of the senate is as- 
sembled and ready to proceed to hustness. 

On mohon of Mr. White, the usual number of 
newspapers were ordered for the ase of the sena- 
tors. 

On motion of Mr. Prestan, the senate took a re. 
cess until 2 o'cloek. 

Two o'clock P. M —The senate was called to or- 
der, when Mr. Clay said the objeet for which the 
recess was taken was to wait for the organization 
of the other hunse, sa that a joint eaminittee (night 
be appointed to wait upon the president and ia- 
form him that the two houses were organized and 
ready to receive his cominuieation; bnt as that did 
not appear likely to take place, at least in tiine to 
expedite the matter, he would move that the senate 


adjourn until to-inorrow at 11 o'eloek A. M. whieh | 


motion having been aeceded to, the senate ad- 
journed. 

June i. Mr. Buchanan aud Mr. Calhoun appear- 
ed in their seats. 

A message was reeeived from the house of re- 


presentatives, Iirongh its elerk, ( Matthew St. Clair | 


Clarke, esq.) informing the senate thata resolution 
hal been passed hy that house appointing a com: 
mittee of two on the part of that body to join such 
comtnittee as wight be appointed hy the senate to 
wait on the president of the United States and in- 
form him that a quorum of the twa houses had as- 
sembled, and that congress was ready to proceed to 
business; aud asking the coucurrence of the senate 
in said resolution, 

Mr. Huntington moved that the senate concur in 
the resolution. 

Mr. Allen, of Ohio, moved to amend il by strik- 
ing out the words “president of the United States,” 
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and inserting in lieu thereof the words “the vire pre- 
sident, on whom, by the death of the late president, 
tlie powers and duties ol the office of president have 
devolved.” N 

In support of this motion Mr. A. read the provi- 
sions ef the eonstitution, in the following words: 

“In case of the removal of the president from 
office, or of his death, resignation or inability to dis- 
eharge the powers and duties of the said office, the 
same shall devolve on the vice president, and the 
eongress may by law provide for the ease of remo- 
val, death, resignation or inability, both of the pre- 
sident and vice president, declaring what officer 
shall then aet as president. and sueh officer shall act 
aceordingly, until the disability be removed, or a 
president shall be elected.” 

The first clause in this portion of the conslitution 
elassified all the contingencies under which the 
vice president, shall discharge the duties and ex- 
ercise the powers of president, and it made no 
distinction whatever between removal by death and 
removal by a temporary inability to discharge the 
funetions of the presidential office. 1f, therefore, 
the late president had been afflicted with a disease 
producing, for a time, a state of mental alienation, 
lie would on his recovery have been reinstated in 
all the powers ol that hizh office to which the 
people had elected him. Buta contingency of that 
kind was provided for in the constitntion in the 
very same words as the case ol the president's death. 
It might, perhaps, be said that. the question was an 
puntepartent one, inasmuch as it bad reference 

mainly to the title to be applied to a publie officer. 
Now Mr. A. bad not raised it with the remotest de- 
sire to withhold the dignity of the title of president 
hom the present incumbent of the chair. His anx- 
iety in the matter rose from this: if the presidential 
office was indeed now held by the vice pzesident, 
that fact recognised the existence of a case where 
the highest office in the republic may be held other- 
| wise than by an eleetion of the people. The con- 
|sequences of establishing such a principle might 
hereafter become very serions; but if the powers 
| and duties of the presidential office attached, in con- 
| sequence of the death of the president, to the vice 
| president, he still remaining viee president, then 
he continued to hold only the office to which the 
people bad eleeted him, and thus the beautiful sym- 
inetry of our system ol Iree and popular goverument 
was preserved. 

Having wished only to eall the attention of the 
senate to the questian that it might make an official 
expression of its views of the case, Mr. A. would 

| be content with expressing his own opinion in re 
| gard to it, however it might differ from that of other 
| gentlemen. 
|. Mr. Tappan observed that the view just taken of 
|the interpretation of the eonstitution was much 
| strengthened by referenee to the 3th clause of the 3d 
| section of the ist artiele: 

“The senate shall choose their other officers, and 
also a president pro fem. in the absenee ol the vice 
president, or when be shall exercise the office of 

| president of the United States.” 

Mr. T. proeeeded to illustrate by assimilating the 
ease to that of the absence of a chief justice in one 
of our courts or the court of king's bench, and to 
that of a ease of a colonel of a regiment shot in 
| battle, when the next officer sucreecs to command 
but does not beeome a colonel. He maintained 
that there was, then, nothing in the constitution or 
in analogical cases to warrant the position that JoHN 
TYLER 15 now the president of the United States. 
He might, indeed, be justly entitled to the salary 
attached to the presidential olfice, inasmuch as he 
was in the discharge of all its duties. Mr. T had 
nothing against that. Bnt when the senate official- 
ly addressed him, it ought to give bim his true con- 
stitutional title. 
be addressed as president, but not when officially 
| addressed by a department of the government; in 
their olfieial language none but the proper legal ti- 
tle ought to be applied to the individual exercising 
the powers of the presidential olfice. 

Mr. Huntington, of Conn. said that thongh he 
was opposed to the adoption of the amendinent, he 
should nat enter upon any discussion of its merits, 
if it had any. It was naw June, and the senate 
| were in expectation of recieving an execulive com- 
munieation: there was no necessity now to enter 
ou the question raised by the amenilinent proposed 
| by the senator from Ohio; if it must be discussed, it 
could better be brought up ata future time, when the 
senate should be more at leisare for such an argu- 
ment. The snhjeet had been much reflected on, 
aud he had no doubt the minds of all the members 
ofthe senale were made up in regard to it. The 
body had now been enlightened by the views of 
the two senators from Olio( and he now therefore 
Ha the question would be taken without further 
delay. 


` * I 
In personal conversation he might 


Mr. Allen demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. Walker, of Miss. said that, as the yeas and 
nays had been ordered, and the vote of every sena- 
tor wasto be placedon record, he would very brief- 
ly present tbe grounds on whieh his own vote 
would be given, The only material argument which 
had been urged in support of the amendinent was 
drawn from the above quoted elause of the consti- 
tution. 

Now, here there were two separate and distinct 
contingeneies, viz: the death of a president, and, se- 
condly, the death ol both president and vice presi- 
dent. Inthe first case, the constitution declared 
that the office of president devolves on the vice 
president; in the other case, it provided that there 
should be an aeting president ilesignated by law. 
The congress was required to appoint by law some 
person *‘lo act as president,” until the disability be 
removed, or a president shall be elected. In the 
last case, there was to be an aetirg president, not 
for the unexpired term of the president deceased, 
but until an actual president shall be chosen. But, 
in the case of the death of a president, the office it- 
sell—*'the said office’—shall devolve on the vice 
president. The language used was, “THE SAME 
shall devolve.” What shall devolve? The imme- 
diate antecedent was, “the said office; and it was, 
as lie had said, a sound rule of graminatical con- 
struction, as well as a plain dictate of common sense, 
that the immediate antecedent was to be connect- 
ed with the adjective which followed. It was, then, 
the office itself of president that devolved on the 
vice president. He was not the viee president act- 
ing as president, but he ceased to be vice president, 
the office of president having devolved upon him. 
Was Mr. Tyler still the vice president ol the Unit- 
ed States, discharging additional duties in conse- 
quenee of the death of the president? If so, why 
was he not in the senate, discharging the duties of 
its presiding officer? Conld he come to this hall, 
and here act for one moment as president of the 
senate? Surely not: he was the president under the 
eonstitution, and would so remain during the resi- 
due ol the entire term for which the president had 
been chosen. This was the language and the true 
intent and meaning of the constitation. As to the 
case of acolonel acting as general in case of the 
death of the general in battle, the colonel acting as 
general only during the temporary emercency; ano- 
ther person might be appointed general, and then 
the colonel would return to his former station, the 
emergency having ceased. 

Mr. Allen replied. His friend from Mississippi 
had asked, if Mr. Tyler was still vice president, 
why was he not here presiding in the senate? He 
would answer the question. Mr. Tyler was not 
here, because the constitution had assigned to bim 
duties which required his presence elsewhere, via: 
the duties of the presidential office. He was now 
an executive, not a legislative officer. 

Mr. A. proeeeded further to illustrate his own 
views, and to argue the dilfieulties of a question of 
suecession, whieh might here and often had in the 
old world involved a struggle between contending 
parties for the supreme power. 

Mr. Calhoun would prefer that a little more time 
should be allowed for the consideration of so tno- 
| mentous asuhject; but as the question involved, the 
| language of the constitution, so far as the case of a 
president's death was eoncerned, was so very plain 
that, but for the case of presidential disability, there 
could oceur no possible iifficully. In that case, 
[there would a serious question arise, viz: who 
should deelare whether the disability existed? This 
could only be done by congress; and it was easy to 
see that if the president and vice president should 
| be of opposite politics, very serioas consequences 
might ensue. At present, he hoped the amend- 
ment would be withdrawn by eoininon eonsent.— 
Let us wait till the ease of inability should occur, 
before we attempted ta decide any thing in the 
natter, [n the case of death, it was too plain for 
doubt that the office of president devolved upon the 
vice president. He hoped the senator from Ohio 
would consent to withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. Allen deelining to do so— 

The question was put, and decided by yeas and 
nays as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Henderson, Linn, 
Me Roberts, Tappan, Williams. Wright—S. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buelianan, Calhoun, Choate, Clay, of Ken., 
Clayton. Dixon, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Huntington, 
Kerr, King, Mangum, Miller, Merrick, Morehead, 
Nicholson, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Prestan, Rives, Se- 
vier, Simmons, Sinith, of Indiana, Southard, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, Walker, White, Woudbridge, Woodbury, 
Young—33. 

So the amendment was rejected. The resolution 
was then agreed to, and Mr. Huntington and Mr, 
Archer were appointed on the part of the senate. 
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At half past 12 o'clock, Mr. Huntington, from the , tain a population of additional millions, and the most country growing out of pre-cxisting laws. The act of 
committee reporled “that the committee had dis- | populous of the new states may even yet be regarded | the 2d March, 1533, commonly called the compromise 


charged its dnty, and was inlormed by the presi- 
dent that he would immediately send a message in 
writing.” 

A MESSAGE 

From the president of the United States was then 
received through Mr. Tyler, private secrelary of 
the president, and read by the secretary of Ihe se- 
nate, as Jollows: 

T'o the senate and house 
of representatives of the United States. 

FzLLow cirizens: You have been assembled in 
yonr respective halls of legislation under a proclama- 
tion bearing the signature of the illustrious citizen, who 
was so lately called by the direct suffrages of the peo- 
ple, to the discharge of the important functions of their 
chief execnuve office—npon the expiration of a single 
month from the day of his installation he has paid the 
great debt of nature, leaving behind him a name asso- 
ciated with the recollection of numerous benefits con- 
ferred upon the country, during a long hfe of patriotic 
devution. With this public bereavement are connect- 
ed other considerations which will not escape the at- 
tention of congress. The preparations necessary for 
his removal to the seat of government, in view of a re- 
sidence of four years, must have devolved upon the 
late president heavy expenditures, which, if permitted 
to burthen the limited resources of his private fortune, 
may tend tothe serious embarrassment of his surviv- 
ing family; and it is therefore respectfully subinitted to 
congress whether the ordmary principles ot justice 
would not dictate the propriety of its legislative inter- 
position. By the provisions of the fundamental law, 
the powers and duties of the high station to which he 
was elected, have devolved upon me; and in the dis- 
positions of the representatives of the states and of the 
people, will be found, to a great extent, a solution of 
the problem to which our institutions are, for the first 
time, subjected. 

In entering upon the duties of this office, ! did not 
feel that it would be becoming in me to disturb what 
had been ordered by my lamented predecessor. What- 
ever. therefore, niay have been my opinion orivinally 
as to the propriety of convening congress at so early a 
day from that of its late adjournment, 1 found a new 
and controlling inducement not to interfere with the 
patriotic desires of the late president, in the novelty of 
the sitnation in which I was so unexpectedly placed.— 
My first wish, under such circumstances, would neces- 
sarily have been to have called to my aid inthe ad- 
ministration of public affairs, the combined wisdom of 
the two houses of congress. 1n order to take their coun- 
sel and advice as to the best mode of extricating the 
government and the country tram the embarrassments 
weighing heavily on both. I am then most happy in 
finding myself so soon, after my accession to the presi- 
denoy, surrounded by the immediate representatives of 
the states and people. 

No important changes having taken place in our fo- 
reign relations since the last session of congress, it is 
not deemed necessary, on this occasion, to go into a 
detailed statement in regard to them. ] am happy to 
say that see nothing to destroy the hope of being able 
to preserve peace. 

The ratification of the treaty with Portngal has been 
duly exchanged betweea the two governments This 
government has not been inattentive to the interests of 
tbose of our citizens who have claims on the govern- 
ment of Spain, founded on express treaty stipniations; 
and a hope js indulged that the representations which 
have heen made to that government on this subject, 
may lead, ere long, to benelicial results. 

A correspondence has taken place between the se- 
cretary of state and the minister of her Britannie ma- 
jesty accredited to this government on the subject ot 
Alexander McLead’s indictment and imprisonment, 
copies of which are herewith communicated to con- 
gress. 

In addition to what appears from these paren it 
may be proper to state. that Alexander McLeod has 
been heaid, by the supreme court of the state of New 
York, an his motion to be discharged from iimprison- 
ment, and that the decision of that conrt has Lot as yet 
been pronounced. 

The secretary of state has addressed to me a paper 
upon two subjects, interesting to the commerce of the 
country, which will receive my consideration, and 
which J have the honor to communicate to congress. 

So far asit depends on the course of this govern- 
ment our relations of good will and friendship will be 
sedulously cultivated with all nations. The trne Ame- 
rican policy will be found to consist in the exercise of a 
spirit of justice to be manifested in the discharge of all 
our international obligations to the weakest of the fa- 
mily of nations as well as to the most powerful. Oc- 
casional conflicts of opinion may arise, but. when the 
discussions incident to them are conducted in tlie Jan 
gnage of truth, and with' a strict regard to justice, the 
sconrge of war wili fur the must part be avoided. The 
time ought he regarded as having gone by when a re- 
sort to arms is to be esteemed as the only proper arbi- 
ter of national differences, 

The census recently taken shows a regularly pro- 
gressive increase in our population. Upon the break- 
ing ont of the war of the revolution our numbers scarce- 
ly equalled 3,000,000 of souls, they already excecd 
17.000.000, and will eontinue to progress in a ratio 
which duplicates in a period of about 23 years. The 
oldstates contain a territory sufficieatin itself to main- 


as but partially settled, while ot the new lands on this 
side of the Rocky mountains, to. say nothing of the 
immense region which stretches from the base of those 
mountains to the mouth of the Columbia river, about 
270,000,000 of acres, ceded and unceded, sull remain 
t) be brought into market. We hold out to the people 
of other countries an invitation to come and settle 
among us as members of our rapidly growing family, 
and for the blessings which we offer them, we require 
of them to look upo: our country as their country, and 
to unite with us in the great task of preserving our in- 
stitutions and therehy perpetuating our liberties. No 
motive exists for foreign conquests—we desire but to 
reclaim our almost illimtable wilderness, and to intro- 
duce into their depth the lights of civilization. While 
we shall at all times be prepared to vindicate the na- 
tional honor, our most earnest desire will be to main- 
tain an unbroken peace. 

Jn presenting the loregoing views, I cannot withhold 


the expression of the opinion, that there exists nothing lis ibat. winch makes provision for a suitable fiscal 


in the extension of onr empire, over our aeknowledzed | 


possessions, to excite the alarm of the patriot for the 
safety of our institutions. The federative system, leav- 
ing to each state the care of its domesne concerns, and 
devolving on the federal governinent those of general 
import, admits in safety of the greatest expansion; bnt, 
at the same time, I deem it proper to add, that there 
will be found to exist, at all times, an imperious neces- 
sity for restraining all the functionaries of this govern- 
ment within the range of their respective powers, there- 


by preserving a just balance between the powers with the interests of individuals, 


granted to this guvernment and those reserved to the | 


states and to the people. 

From the report of the secretary of the treasury you 

will perceive that the fiscal means, present and aceru- 
ing, are insufficient to supply the wants of the govern- 
ment forthe current year. The balance in the trea- 
sury on the 4th day ot March last, not covered by out- 
standing drafts, and exclusive of trust funds, is esimnt- 
ed at $860,000. This includes the sum of $215,000 
deposited in the mint and its branches to procure me- 
tal for coining and in the process of coinage, and which 
conld not be withdrawn withont inconvenience—thus 
leaving suhject to draft, in the varrons depositories, the 
sum of $644,000. By virme of two several acts of 
congress, the secretary of the treasnry was authorised 
to issue, On and afier the fourth day of March last, 
treasury notes to the amount of $5,413.000, making an 
aggregate available fund on hand of $6,058,000, 
But this fund was chargeable with outstanding trea- 
sury notes redeemable in the current year. and interest 
thereon to the estimated amount of $5,280,000. There 
is also thrown upon the treasury the payment of a large 
amount of demands accrued in whole, or in. part, in 
former years, which will exhaust the available means 
of the treasury and leave the accruing revenne, reduc- 
ed asit is in amount, burthened with debt, and charg- 
ed with the enrrent expenses of the government. 

The aggregate amount of outstanding apprapria- 
tions, on the +h day af March last, was $33.429.616 
50, of whicb $24 210,300, will be required during the 
current year, and there will also be required, for the 
use of the war department, ad.litianal appropriations to 
the amount of $2,511,132 98, the special objects of 
which will be seen by reference to the report of the se- 
cretary ot war. The anticipated means of the treasu- 
ry are greatly inadequate to this demand. The je 
ceipts from customs for the last three quarters of the 
last year and the first quarter of the present year, 
anionnted to $12,100,000. The receipts for lands for 
the same time to $2,742,130 60, showing an average 
revenue from both sources of $1,236,870 per month.— 
A gradual expansion of trade, growing out of a resto- 
ration of confidenre, together with a reduction in the 
expenses of collecting and punctuality on the part ol 
collecting officers, may cause an addition to the 
monthly receipts from the customs—they are estimat- 
ed, for the residue of the year, from the 4th of March, 
at $12,000,000. The receipts from the public lands, 
tor the same time, are estimated at $,2 500.000, and 
from miscellaneous sources, at $170,000, making an 
aggregate of available funds within the year of 
$15 315,000, which 
$11,406,132 98. To mect this some temporary provi- 
sion is necessary until the amount ean be ahsarbed by 
the excess of revenues which are anticipated to accrue 
at no distant day. 

There will fall dne within the next three months trea- 
sury notes of the issues of 1940, including interest, 
about $2 850,000. ‘There is chargeable in the same 
period for arrearages for taking the 6th census, $291,000, 
and the estimated expenditures for the current service 
are about $8,100,000, making the aggregate demand 
upon the treasury prior to the first September next, about 
$11,340,000, 

The ways and means in the treasury, and estimated 


to accrue within the above named period, consist of 


about $694,000, of funds available on the 98th nlimo, 
an unissned halance of treasury notes authorised by 
the act of 1841, amounting to $1,955,000, and estimated 
receipts from all sources, of $3,800,000, making an ag- 
giegate of about $6,450,000 and leaving a probable 
deficit on the first of September next, of 4,545,000 dol- 
Jars, 

In order to supply the wants of the government, an 
intelligent constituency in view of their liest interests, 
will without hesitation, snbinit to all necessary bur- 
thena. But itis, nevertheless, important so to impose 


| them as to avoid defeating the just expectations of the 


will leave a probable deficit of 


act, should not be altered, except under urgent neces- 
sities, which are not believed at this time to exist. One 
year only remains to coniplete the series of reductions 
provided fur by that law, at which time provisions made 
by the same, and which law then will be bronght 
actively in aid of the manutaciuring interest of the 
unian, will not fail to produce the most beneficial re- 
sulis. Under a system of discriminating duties, im- 
posed for purposes of revenue, in union with the pra- 
visions of existing Jaws, it is to he hoped that our policy 
will in the future be fixed and permanent—so as to 
avoid those constant fluctuations which defeat the very 
objects they have in view. We shall thus best main- 
tain a position, which, while it will enable ns the more 
readily to meet the advances of other countries calen- 
lated to promote our trade and commerce, will at the 
same time leave in onr own hands the means of retali- 
ing, with greater effect, unjust regulations, 


In intimate connection with the question of revenue, 


agent, capable of adding increased facilities in the col- 
lection and disbursement of the public revenues, ren- 
deting mure secure their custody, and consulting a true 
economy in tbe great multiphed and delieate operanons 
of the treasury department. Upon sueh an agent de- 
pends in an eminent degree, the establishment of a 
currency of uniform value, which is of so great impor- 
tance to all the essential interests of society, and on the 
wisdom to be manifested in its creation ninch depends. 
So intimately interwoven are its operations, nut only 

but of states, that it 
may be regarded, to a great degree, as controlling 
oth. If paper be used as the chief medium of circu: 
lation, and tne power be vested in the government of 
issuing it at pleasure, either in the form of treasury 
drafts or any other; or, if banks be used as the public 
depositaries, with liberty. to regard all surpluses from 
day to day, as so much added to their active capital, 
prices are exposed to constant fluctuations, and indus- 
try to severe suffering. In the one case political conside- 
rations directed to party purposes may eantrol, while 
excessive cupidity may prevail in the other. 'The pub- 
he is thus constantly bable w imposition. Expansions 
and contractions may follow each other in rapid suc- 
cession—the one engendering a reckless Spirit of ad- 
venture and speculation, which embraces states as well 
as individuals—the other causing a fall in prices, and 
accomplishing an entire change in the aspect of affairs. 
Stocks of all sorts rapidly decline, individuals are ruin- 
ed, and states embarrassed—even in their efforts to 
meet with puuetnality the interest on their debts. 
Such nnhappily is the condiiion of things now existing 
in the United States. These effeets may rapidly be 
traced to the causes above referred to. The public re- 
venues being removed from the then Bank ol ihe Unit- 
ed States, under an order of a late president, were 
placed in selected state banks, which acmated by the 
double motive of conciliating the government and aug- 
menting their profits to the prenie: possible extent, en- 
larged extravagantly their discounts, thus enabling all 
other existing banks to do the same. Larve dividends 
were declared, which stimnlating the cupidity of. capi- 
talists, caused a rush to be made to the legislatnres. of 
the respective states for similar acts of incorporation, 
which by many of the states, under a temporary infa- 
tuation, were readily geanted—and thus the augmen- 
tation, of the cireulatmg medium, consisnng almost 
exclusively of paper, produced a most fatal delusion. 
An illustration derived from the land sales of the period 
alluded to, will serve hest to show the effect ot the 
whole system. The average sales of the public lands 
fora period of ten years prior tu 1834, had not much 
exceeded $2,000,000 per annum. In 1934, they at- 
taned in round numbers to the amount of $6 000 000, 
inthe succeeding year of 1835, they reached 16,000,000 
of dollars, and the next year, of 1536, they amounted 
tothe enormous sum of $25,000,000—ihus crowding 
into the short space of three years upwards of seventy- 
three years’ purchase of the public domain. So appa- 
rent had become the necessity of arresting this course 
of things, that ihe executive department assumed the 
highly questionable power of diseriminating in the funds 
to be used in payment, by different elasses of public 
debtors. A discrimination which was doubilessly de- 
signed to correct (his most ruinous state of things, by 
the exactian of specie in all payments for the pubhe 
lands, but which could not at once arrest ihe tide which 
had sostrongly setin. Hence the demands for specie 
became nnceasing, and MR eee rapid- 
ly ensued under ilie necessities oreated with the banks, 
to curtail their discounts, and thereby to reduce their 
cirenlaiton J] recur to these things with no disposition 
to censure pre-existing administrations of the govern- 
ment, hut simply in exemplification of the position 
whieb I have assumed. It, then, any fiscal agent which 
may be created, shall be placed without due restric- 
tions, either in the hands of the administrators of the 
gavernment, or thuse of private individuals, the temp- 
tation to abuse will prove to be resistless. Objects of 
pohtical aggrandisement may seduce the first, and the 
promptings of a boundless cupidity will assai! the last. 
Aided by the experience of the past, it will be the plea- 
sure of cangress so to guard and fortify the public inte- 
rests,in the creation of any new agent, as to place 
them, so far as human wisdom ran accomplish it, on a 
footing of perfect security. Within a few years past 
three different schemes have been befure the country. 
The charter of the Bank of the United States expired 
by its own limitations 1n 1536; an effort was made to 
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renew it which received the sanction of the tw 
of congress, but the president of the United States 
ercised his veto power, and the measure was defe: te 
A revard to troith requires me to say, that the preside 
was fully sustained in the course he had raken by the 
popular voe. THs successor to the chuir of stite un- 
qual.fiedly pronounced his opposition to any new char- 
ter ota simular iastitutions and not only the muni 
election which brought him into power, but the elecious 
through much of his term seemed clearly 10 mdicaie a 
concurrence with lim in sentiment on ihe part of the 
people. Aher the public moneys were withdrawn fram 
the United Saes bank, they were placed in deposite 
with the state bunks, and the result of that puliey has 
been before the country. To say nothing as to the 
questiou. whether that experiment was made under pro- 
pitious or adverse circumstances. it may safely be as 
serted thatit did receive the unqualified condemnation 
of invst nf rs early advocates, and it is believed was 
also condemned by the popular sentiments. ‘The ex- 
isting sub-treasury system does not seein to stand 1a 
higher favor with the people, but bas recently been 
condemned in a wanner too plainly indicated ro admit 
of a doub. "Thus in the short. period of eight years, 
the popular voice may be regarded as having succes- 
sively condemned each of the three schemes of finance 
ta which | have adverted. As to the first, it waa intro- 
dueed at a time (1916) when the state banks, then 
comparatively few in number, had been forced to 
suspend specie payments by reason of the war which 
had previously prevailed with Great Britain. Whe- 
ther, 1f the United. States bank charter which ex- 
pired in 1811, had been renewed in due season, it 
would have been enabled to continue specie payments, 
during the war, and the disastrous period to the com- 
merce of the country which immediately succeeded, is 
ta say the least, problematical; and, whether the Unit- 
ed States bank uf 1816 produced a restoration of specie 
payments, or the same was accomplished through the 
1nsrramentality of other means, was a matier of some 
difficuliy at that time to determine—certain it is, that fur 
the first years of the operation of that bank, its course 
waa as disastrous as, fur the greater part of its subse- 
quent career, it became eminently successful. As to 
the second, the experiment was tned with a redundant 
treasury, which continued to increase until it seemed 
tu be the part of wisdom to distribute the surplus re- 
venue among the states—which, operating at the same 
time with the specie circular, and the causes before ad- 
verted to, caused them to suspend specie payments, 
and involved the country in the greatest embarrass- 
ment. And as to the third, if carried throngh all the 
stages of its transmutation, froni paper and specie, tu 
nothing but the precious metals, to say nothing of the 
insecurity of the public moneys, its injurious effecis 
have been anticipated hy the country, in its unqualifi- 
ed condemnation, What ia now to be regarded as 
the judgment of the American people on this whole 
subject, I have no accurate means of determining but 
by appealing to their more immediate representatives. 
The lute contest, which terminated in the election of 
general Harrison to the presideocy was decided on 
principles well known and openly declared; and while 
the sub-:reasury received in the result the most decid- 
ed condemnation, yet no other scheme of finance 
seemed to bave been concurred in. To vou, then, 
who lave came more directly from the body of our 
cominou constituents, | submit the entire question, as 
best qualified to give a full exposition of their wishes 
and opiniona. I shall be ready to eoneur with you in 
the adoption of such system as yau may propose, re- 
serving to myself the ultimate power of rejecting any 
mea-ure which may, in my view of it, conflict with 
the constitution, or otherwise jeopardize the power of 
the country—a power which I could nat part with even 
if I would, hut which I will not believe any act of 
yours will call into requisition. 

I beg leave particularly to call your attention to the 
accompanying report frum the secretary of war. Be- 
sides the pre-ent state of the war which hus so lung 
afflicted the territory of Florida, and the various other 
matters of interest therein referred to, you will learn 
from it that the secretary has instituted an inquiry into 
the ubuses, which proinisea. to develop gross enormi- 
ties 1n. connection. with Indian treaties which have 
been neguliaied, aa well as in the expenditures for the 
reluval and subsistence of the Indinns. 
sent- alsa other irregularities uf a serious. ! arure thal 
have grown up in the practice of the Lidian depar:- 
meni, which will require the appropriation of up « ards 
af $200,000 to correct, and. which claim the inmedi- 
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ale at ulon of congress. 

In reflecting on the proper means of defending the 
country, we canoot ahut our eyes to the consequences, 
which the unroduction and use of the power of steam 
upon die occan are likely to produce in wars between 
miarwinic states, 
which this power m be applied in. belligerent opera- 
tions, connecting itself as it does with recent improve- 
ments in the science of gunnery and. projeerniles; but 
we need have no fear of being lef, in. reward to these 
things, behind the most aetive and skilful of wher na- 
tions, if the gemus and euterprise ut our fellow citie 
zens receive proper encouragenicut and direction froin 
goveriutd. 

True wisdun would, nevertheliss, seem. to. dictate 
the necessity of plaeniy in perket caudition those for- 
tlications which nee eesiened for tlie protection of our 
principal cities and rogdsends. For the defenec of 
our eXiedsive maritime coast, our chiet reliance should 
be placed on our navy, aided by those inventions which 


He repre- | 


We cannot yet see the extent to | 


are destined to recommend themselves to public adop- 
tian—but no time should be lost in placing our princi- 
| pal cities on the sea-hord, and the fakes, in a state of 
[emire security from foreign assault. Separated as we 
[are fiom the countriea ut the old world, and in much 
unaffected by their policy, we are happily relieved from 
maintaining large standing armies in 
| limes of peace. The pohcy which was adopted by 
Mr. Monroe, shortly after the conclusion of the late 
| war with Great Britain, of preserving a regularly or- 
(ganized staff, sufficient for the command of a large 
military force, should the necessity of one arise, 1s 
tounded as well in economy as in true wisdom. Pro- 
vision js thus made, upon. hlling up the rank and Hle, 
which can readily be done on any emergency, for the 
j introduction of a system of discipline, both promptly 
and efficiently. Al that is required in time of peace 
lis to maintain a sufficient number of men to guard our 
fortifications, to meet any sudden contingency, and to 
encounter the first shock of war. Our chief reliance 
must be placed on ihe militia; they constitute the great 
hody of national guards, ard, inspired by an ardent 
love of country, will be ready at all times, and at all 
seasons, to repair with alacrity to ita defence. It will 
be regarded by congress, 1 doubt not, at a suitable 
lime, as one of its highest duties to attend to their com- 
plete organization and discipline. 


I cannot avoid recurring, in connection with this 
suhject, to the necessity which exists fur adopting 
some suitable measure, whereby the unlimited crea- 
tion of banks by the etates may be corrected in future. 
Such result cau be most readily achieved by the con- 
sent of the states, ta be expressed in the torm of a com- 
paet among themselves, whieh they can. only enter 
into with the consent and approbation of this govern- 
ment. A consent which might, in the present emer- 
gency of the publie demands, justifiably be given by 
congress in advance of any action by the states as an 
inducement to such action upon terms well defined by 
the act of tender. Such a measure addressing itself 
to the calm reflection of the states would find in the 


| the necessity of 


sent, much ta sustara it—and it is greatly to be doubt- 
ed whether any scheme of finance can prove for any 
length of time successfully, while the states shall con- 
tinue in the unrestrained power of creating banking 
‘corporations. This power ean only be limited by their 
consent. 

With the adoption of a financial agency of a satis- 


country may once more relurn to a state of prosperity— 
measures auxiliary thereto, and in some measure in- 
separably, connected with its success, will doubtless 
claim the attention of congress. Among such a dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
provided such distribution does not force upon congresa 
the necessi! 
theos than (bost contemplated by the act af 1933, would 
| act as an efficient remedial measure by being brought 
directly in aid of the states. As one sincerely devoted 
,to. the task of preserving a just balance 1 our systen 
‘of government by the maintenance of the states in u 
‘condition the most free and respectable, aud in the full 

possession uf all their power, I can no otherwise than 
“feel desirous for their emancipation from the situation to 
| which the pressure on their finanees now subject them. 


And while I must repudiate, as a measure founded in | 


„error, and wanting conantational sanction, the shubtest 
approach to an assumption by this governmeut of the 
‘debris of the states, ret | can see in the distribution ad- 
verted to, much to reeonnnend it. ‘The compacts be- 
tween tbe proprietor-siates and thia government ex- 
pressly guarantee to the states all the benefits which 
may urise from the sales. "Phe mode by which tliis ia 
to be effected addresses itself to the discretion uf con- 
gress as the trostee for the states, and its. exercise, af- 
(ter the most beneficial manner, is restrained. by no- 
thing in the grants or in the conslitution so long as 
congress shall consult that equalny in the disinburion 
which the compacts require. In the present condition 
of some of the states the question of distribution may 
be regarded us substantially a question between direct 
‘und indirect taxation. If the distribution be not 
made m sume form or other, the necessity will daily 
became nore urgent with the dehtor-siates for a resort 
to an oppressive system of direct taxation, or their cre~ 
necessarily their. power and influence, will be 
greatly diminished. The payment of taxes often the 
most inconvenient and oppressive mode, will be exaet- 
ed in place of contrihutions tor the most. part volun- 
tarily made, and therefore comparabvely onoppressive. 
The states are emphatically the consutuents ot this go- 
| vernment, and we should be entirely regardless of the 
objects held in view by them, in the creation of this 
government, if we could. be inditlerent to their good.— 
The lappy effvets of sucha measure upon all the states, 
would nimnediately be manifested. With. the debior 
states it would eflect the relef 10 a grent extent of the 
citizens froma beavy burtheu of direct taxation, which 
presses with severity on the laboring cluases, and enn- 
nenily assist in restoring the general prusperity, An 
immediate advance would tuke pince in the price of the 
stile secnyities, and the witunes ol the states would be- 
come once. more, ns it should. ever be, lofiy and erect. 
| With staies. tiboring under no extreme pressure tum 
| debt, the fund which they would derive fram tlus source 
would enable them to improve ther condibon. m an 


| experience of the past, and. the condition of the pre- | 


factory character, the hope may be indulged that the | 


of imposing upon commerce heavier bur- | 


fore unjust legislation would be substituted by one dis- 
pensing equality to all the members of this confederacy. 
Whether such distribuüon should he made directly to 
the statea in the proceeds of the sales, or in the form of 
profits by virtue o£ ihe operations of any fiscal agency 
having those proceeds as its basis, should such measure 
be contemplated by congress, would well deserve its 
consideration. Nor would such disposition of the pro- 
ceeds of the sales, in any manner, prevent congress 
from time to time from passing all necessary pre-emp- 
tion laws for the benefit of the actual settlers—or from 
making any new arrangement as to the price of the 
ranlc Jands which might in future be esteemed desir- 
able. 

The state of the navy pension fund requires the im- 
mediate attention of congress. By the operation nf the 
act of the 3d of March 1837, entitled “an act for the 
more equitable adininisirauon of the navy pension 
tund’—that fund has been exhausted. It will be seen, 
from the accompanying repurt of the commissioner of 
pensions, that there will be required, fur the payment 
uf navy pensions, on the first of July next, $84,006 063, 
and on the first of January, 1542, to sum of $60,000, 
' Ín addition to these sums, about $6,000 will be required 
to pay arrears of pensions which will probably be al- 
lowed between the first of July and the first of Janua- 
ry, 1842, making in the whole $150,006 063. To meet 
these payments, there is, within the contrul of the de- 
partment, the sum of $28,040, leaving a deficiency of 
$121,969 061. The public taith requires that immedi- 
ate provision should be made for the payment of these 
sums. 

In order to introduce intothe navy a desirable effi- 
ciency, a new system of accountability may be found 
to be tidispensably necessary. To mature a plan hav- 
ing for its object the accomplishment of an end so im- 
| portant, and to meet the just expectations of the coun- 
try, requires more time than has yet been allowed to 
the secretary at the head of that department. The hope 
‘is indulged that, by the ume of. your next regular ses- 
sion, measures of importance, in connection with this 
branch of the public scrvice, may be matured for your 
| consideration. 

Although the laws regulating the post office depart- 
ment only require from the officer charged with its di- 
rection to report at the usual annual session of congress, 
| lie posunaster general has presented to me some lacta 
connected with the financial condition of the depart- 
ment, which are deemed worthy the attention of con- 
gress. By the accumpanying report of that officer, it 
jappears the existing habilines of that department, 
beyond the means of payment at its command, cannot 
be less than $500,000. “As the laws organizing that 
branch of the public service, conline the expenditure 
10 its own revenues, deficiencies therein cannot be pre- 
sented under the usual estimates for the expenses of 
government. it must, therefore, be leit to congresa to 

determine whether the moneys now due the contrac- 
| tars shall be paid from the public treasury, or whether 
‘that department. shall cuntinue under its present em- 
barrassments. It will be seen by the report of the 
postmaster general, that the recent letungs of contracta 
1n several of the states, have been made at such reduc- 
led rates of compensation, as to encourage the belief 
hat if the department was relieved from existing diffi- 


| 


ít 
| culties, its future operationa might be conducted with- 
out any further call upon the general treasury. 

| The power of appointing to office is one of a charac- 
ter the most delicate and responsible. The appointing 
! power is even more exposed to be led into error. With 
anxious solicitude to select the most trustworthy for of- 
| ficial station, I cannot be supposed to possess a person 
| al knowledge of the qualilicanons of every applicant, I 
| deem it therefore proper 10 this most publie iianuer, to 
! iuvite on the part of the senate a just scruuny into the 
| character and pretensious of every person I may, bring 
| to their notice in the regular form of a nominution fur 
‘office. Unless persons every way trustworthy are em- 
| ployed in the public service, corruption and inegulari- 
ty will inevitably follow. 1 shuli with the greatest cheer- 
tulness acquiesce in the decision uf that body, and re- 
garding it as wisely coasututed. to aid the executive 
| department in the performance of this delicate duty, 1 
| shall look to its “consent and advice” as given only in 
turterance cf the bes! interests of ihe country. I shall 
also, at the earhest proper occasion, invite the attention 
of congress to such smeasures as, in my judgment, will 
be best calculated to regulate and cuntrol the executive 
power in reference to tbis vitully importunt sulycet, 

I shall also. at the proper season, invite your attene 
tion 10 the stalutiry enactments for the suppression of 
the slave trade, which may reqnire to be rendered more 
efficient in their provisions. ‘T'here is re ason to betieve 
that the traffic i$ on the increase. Whe her such in- 
crease is to be ascribed 1a the abolition of slave labor 
in the British possessions in our viemiy, and an atten- 
dan! diminuuon in the supply of these articles. which 
enter into the peneral consumption of the world, there- 
by nagmeutinz the demand Hom other quarters, and 
‘hus calling for additional labor, it were needless tu in- 
quire. ‘Fhe highest considerations of. publie honor, as 
well as the strongest: prompungs of humanity, require 
a Hit to the most vigorous efforts to suppresa the 
trade. 

In conelusion, E beg to invite yonr particular atien- 
tion to the imerests ol tlie District; nar do I doubt but 
that in a liberul spirit ot legislation you will seck to ad- 


etniaent degree. So far as tius government is concern- 
ed, appropriations to domestie objects approacinbg in 
iimonüt the revenue derived from the land sales night 
| be abandoned, and thus a system of unequal and there- 


vance its ecnunerceial as well as its local interests. 
Should eongiess deom it to beats duty to repeal the ex- 
isting sub-tieasury law, the necessity of providing a 
suituble place of deposite for the public moneys which 
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mos required within the District, must be apparent 
to all. 

I have felt it due to the enuntry to present the forego- 
ing topics to your consider tion and reflection. Others 
with which it might not seem proper to trouble you at 
an extraordinary session, will be laid befure vou at a 
future day. I am happy in commiting the inportant 
affairs of the couniry into your hunds. T'he tendency 
of public sentiment, I am pleased to believe, is. to- 
wards the aduption, in a spirit of union and harmony, 
of such measures as will fortify the public interesis. To 


cherish such a tendency of public opinion is the task of | 


an elevated patriotism. That differences of opinion, 
as to the meaus of accamplishiug these desirable ob- 
jects, shonld exist, is reasonably to be expected. Nor 
can all be made satisfied with any system of measares; | 
but I flatter myself wuh the hope that the great body 
of the people will readily unite in support of those 
whose efforts spring from a disinterested desire to pro- 
mote their happiness—to preserve the federal and state 
governments within their respective orbits— to coltivate 
peace with all the natioas of the earth on just and ho- 
norable grounds—to exact obedieace to the laws—to 
entrench liherty and property in full security—and, 
consulting the must rigid economy, to abolish all useless 
expenses. JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, June 1, 1841. 

Mr. Mungum inoved that 10,000 additional copies 
of the message be printed, together with 1,500 co- 
pies accompanied by the docuinenis. 

Mr. Clay suggested to Mr. Afungum to modify 


bis motion so as to reduce the nuiaber of copies to 
be priated tror 10,000 to 5,000. 
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Mr. Buchanan said he was ever ready to unite 
wilh zeutleinea of any political side of the house in 
all etforts lor economy. He was glad to hear the 
senator from Kentneky start out with the avowal ol 
sach a determination as he liad now expressed — 
However Mr. B. might differ [roin that honorable 
gentleman in other matters, he would always stand 
by his side in all plaas to promote a reasonable, not 
a aiggardly economy. The coalingeut expendi- 
tures of tlie senate for the article of stationery bad 
been, he was going to say, diszracefally extrava- 
gaut. This was a consideration which must come 
bome to every gentleman’s feelings. In his own 


| case he had been underthe necessity of using much 


more than any other seaator of aiticles of this de- 
scription, unless it might be one other geatleinan 


| who sat near him, (Mr. Wight); but this would 


not be the case hereafter; that was over aow; there 
would be no more applications to hirasell or to bis 
friend from New York tor office. Apart frora this, 
Mr. B. had aot consumed stationery over the value 
of $20 in any one session. An attempt bad been 
wade to reduce this consninption, but it had Jailed. 
He felt confident, i! the amoont used by each sena- 
tor was charged to his personal account, the object 
wonld be accomplished. How so much was used 
he could not conceive; sure he was it was not by 
members of the senate. He thought that, when 
keeping their eye on retreachmeut, stationery 
should be remembered as well as printing. 

The resolution of Mr. Mangan, as inoditied, was 


Alter some conversation, Mr. M. consented tu 
make the modification proposed, so that his motion | 
should be to piint 3,000 copies of the message, | 
of which number 1,400 should be accompanied | 
with all the documents sent with the message. 

Mr. Clay expressed his satisfaction that this mo- 
dification had been made, as he was satisfied that 
the larger number would have beea nseless. He 
said, however, that he had not risen siinply for the 


erpose of returainz his thanks to bis [riead froin | 
EX Carolina, but also to avow his earnest hope | 
that the senate would early commence the work of 
curtailing its contingent expenditure. He had) 
heard wilh infinite surprise that those expenses had 
increased in the session of 1838 to so fearful an ex- | 
tent as to equal in that siagle year the whole 
amount of the expenditure [or the same purpose 
for the four years of Mr. Adam's administration. | 
They ought to begia to set the example, in their | 
own babits, of a rigid economy; aad this never 
could be accomplished without some attention to 
matters of detail. Almost the whale of the alarm- 
ing iacrease, if he might so denomiaate it, certain- | 
fy the very 1epreliensible increase of the senate’s | 
expenses, had occurred in this one great item of the 
public printing. He went for bringing it dowa te | 
what had been the standard eight or ten years ago. 
- Mr. Calhoun was inost happy to hear such an 
avowal {row the senator Irom Kentucky. He coa- 
curred hearlly in the sentiment that the senate 
onght to set an example of economy. Without 
this their expenditures would continue do increase 
still more. He hoped the gentleman wonld go on 
to economize and retrench this and every branch of 
expenditure. It was vain to make to the people 
fair promises, unless the axe were laid to the root 
of the evil: public virtue and the efficient defence 
of the country called for this act of retrenchment: 
the goverment mnst resort to. no demands on the 
people but tor objects absolutely aud indispensably 
necessary. Unless a due regard should be mani- 
fested to public economy, Mr. C. would never vote 
to lay a cent of taxes on the people. 

Mr. Preston rose to state the principle on which 
be should vote for 5,000 copies im preference to 
10,000. Heretofore it had been the practice to 
mark the sense of the senate’s approbation of a 
state paper by the number of coptes of it they or- 
dered to be printed. This had been the practice on 
both sides of the house. Mr. P. was not willing to 
act on any such ground; and, whatever might be 
his opinion of the present cocpment, be wished to 
disconnect himsell from any such principle as that 
he had referred to. He shauld vote at this lime, 
and at al! times, for such anumber only as he deem- 
ed to be necessary lor a due circulation. A presi- 
dent's message was arninarily of such a length that 
it conld be introduced entire into the public papers; 
and hence there was the less necessity for a large | 
number af extra copies. But when a document | 
was so large as lo render this impracticable, then 
there might be a propriety in printing and circulat- 
ing it under franks. Mr. P. expressed his satisfac- 
tion with the course of bis friend. (roin. North Ca- 
rolna, (Mr. Mungum); be had movet for ten thou- 
sand copies as an expression of bis approbation of 
the message, but had reduced the number to 5,000 
as an hoinage to the obligation of economy. He 
took this early occasion of pledging bimselfto go 
on in carrying out so goo a principle. 


agreed to. 

Mr. Clay then observed that he hoped while gen- 
tlemen were cherishing purposes of economy as to 
the expenditure of money, they wotild aot neglect 
to economize lime also. With this view, he gave 
notice that he should, to-morrow, move that the se- 
nate proceed to the appointineat of the standiaz 
committees, aad also to the appointinent of a select 
committee, to whom shonld be referred so much of 
the president's message as relatei to the financial 
concerns and the currency of the country, and the 


| appoiatinent ot a fiscal ageat for the pecuniary pur- 


poses of the goverainent. 

Several gentlemen here (iatormally) inquired of 
Mr. C, what smt of fi-cal agent he relerred to? 

Mr. Clay said that, for himself, he had no hesita- 
tion to avow that he meant a United Siates bank; 
but other gentlemen might preter some otber loria. 

The senate thereupon adjourned. 


June 2. The journal being read, Mr, Benton snb- 
mitted several resolutions of inqury as to the opera- 


tions of the treasury departinent; which was, on | 


motion of Mr. Clay, ordered to be laid on the table 
and priated. 


The president read the 34th rule, and the senate, 
according to order, and in pursnanee of said role, 
proceeded to ballot tor the chairmen of the standing 
commiltees, when tlie following was the result: 

Foreign relations, Mr. Rives. 

Finanee, Mr. Clay. 

Commerce, Mr. Huntington. 

Manufactures, Mr. Evans. 

Agiiculture, Mr. Lina. 

Military atfaiis, Mr, Preston. 

Militia, Mr. Phelps. 

Naval affairs, Mr. Mongum. 

Public lands, Mr. Saith, of Indiana. 

Private land clanns, Mr. Bayard. 

ladiaa atía:rs, Mr. Morehead. 

Claims, Mr. Grahum. 

Revolutionary claims, Mr. Dixon. 

Post office and post roads, Mr. Henderson. 

Roads and canals, Mr. Porter. 

Pensions, Mr. Bates 

District of Columbia, Mr. Merrick. 

Patents, Mr. Preutiss. 

Contingent expenses of the senate, Mr. White. 

On engiossed bills, Mc. McRoberts. 

On the public buildings, Mr. Barrow. 

On motion of Mr. King, the chair was authorised 
to fill up the committees and report them to-mor- 
row. 


Mr. Clay, then moved the resolution of which he 
had given notice yesterday, “that so much of the 
president's message as relates to a noilor currency 
and a suitable fiscal agent, capable of adding in- 
creased facilities in the collection and disbursement 
and security of the public revenue, be referred to a 
select committee.” 

The resolution was, after same explanatians be- 
tween Messrs. King and Clay, agreed to nem con. 

The joint resolntion from the house of represen- 
tatives in relation to the reteience of so much at the 
president’s message as relates to the death of the 
president to a select committee having been taken 
np, Mr. Bayard moved that a committee oí five be 
appointed ou the part of the senate, and that the 
chair appoint the saine; which motion having been 
adopted, the senate adjonrued. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Monday, May 314. At 12 o'clock the house of 
representatives was called toorderby Hugh A. Gar- 
land, esq. clerk of the house for the last congress 
by whom was andibly read the proclamation of the 
late. presideat of the United States calling an ex- 
traordiaary session of congress at the present time. 

The clerk proceeded to organize the honse by 
calling the names of the members ia the order of 
the states; stating (hat his proceeding would be 
based upon sneh information as had beea received 
at the elvi k’s office. 

And the roll having been called, the following 
members answered to their names: 

From Muine—Messrs. Allen, Bronson, Clifford, 
Porenden Littlefield, Lawell, Marshall and Ran- 

all. 

From New Hampshire—Messrs. Atherton, Burke, 
Eastman, Reding and Shaw. 

From Mussachusetis—Messrs. Adams, Baker, 
Borden, Briggs, Burnell, Calhoun, Cushing, Hast- 
ings, Hudson, Parmenter, Saltoastall and Winthrop. 

From Rhode fsland—Messrs. Cranstou and Til- 
linghast. ‘ 

‘yom  Connectícul— Messrs.. Boardman, Brock- 
way, Osborne, Sintth, Tromboll and Williams. 

From Vermont—Messrs. Everett, Hall, Mattocks, 
Slade and Young. 

From New York—Messrs. Babeock, Barnard, 
Birdseye. Blair, Bowne, Brewster, Childs, Chit- 
tenden, Staley N. Clarke, Joha C. Clack, Clinton, 


| Davis, Doig, Ezbert, Ferris, Fillmore, John G. 


Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Foster, Gates, Gordon, 
Greig, Honck, Hunt, Linn, MeClellan, McKeon, 
Maynard, Morgan, Oliver, Partridge, Riggs, Roose- 
velt, Sanford, Tomlinson. Van Buren, Van Rens- 
selaer, Ward, Wood aud Young. 

From New Jersey—Messrs. Avcrigg, Halsted, 
Maxwell, Randolph, Stratton and Yorke. 

From Pennsylvania— Messrs. Bidlack, Charles 
Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Cooper, Dimock, Ed- 
wards, Fornance, Gerry, Gustine, Heury, Inger- 
soll, Irvin, Irwia, Jack, James, Keim, Lawrence, 
Marchand, Newhard. Plmner, Ramsey, Sergeant, 
Simonton, Snyder, Toland and Westbrook. 

From Delaware—Mr. Rodaey. 

From Maryland —Messrs. Johnson, Jones, Ken- 
aedy, Mason, Pearce, Randall, Solleis and Wil- 
hams. 

From Virginia—Messrs. Banks, Barton, Botts, 
Cary, Coles, Gilmer, Goggin, Goode, Harris, Hays, 
Hopkins, Hunter, Hubard, Jones, Mallory, Powell, 
Steenrod, Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro and Wise. 

From North Carolina —Messrs. Arington, Call- 
well, Daniel, Dvberry, Graham, McKay, Rayner, 
Rencber, Saunders, Shepperd, Stanly and Williams. 

From South Carolina—Mesus Sampson H But- 
ler, William Butler, Caldwell, Campbell, Holmes, 
Pickens, Rhett, Rogers a id Suinter. 

From Georgia—Messrs. Alford, Dawson, Gam- 
hle, Hubershain, King, Meriwether, Nisbet and 
Warren. 

From Kentucky —Messrs, Andrews, Boyd, But- 
ler, Davis, Green, Marshall, Owsley, Pope, Sprigg, 
Thompson, Tnplett, Underwood and White. 

From Tennessee—Messrs. Arnold, Milton Browa, 
William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Ca- 
mihers, Gentry, Jobason, MeClellan, Turney, 
Watterson, Christopher H. Williams and Joseph 
L. Willians. 

From Ohio— Messrs, Andrews, Cowen, Dean, 
Doane, Giidings, Goode, Hastiags, Musan, Ma- 
tiot, Mathews, Medill, Morris, Morrow, Pendle- 
ton, Ridgway, Russell, Stokeley, Sweney and 
Weller. 

From Louisiara— Messrs. Moore and White. 

From Indiuna —M essrs, Cravens. Kennedy, Lane, 
Protli', Thompson, Wallace and White. 


Mississippi and IHlirois—The clerk stated that no 
knowledge of any election in these two states had 
come to his office. 


Alubama—The clerk stated that an election had 
been held, but nothing was known here of tlie re- 
sull. 

From .Arkansas—Mr. Cross. 

‘rom Michigan —Mr. Howard. 


Mr. Halsted rose tor information. He desired the 
clerk to inform by what authority the name of Zinn 
Bunks, of Virginia, was placed upon the roll, (Mr. 
H.) understood that there was a person contesting 
his seat, and who claimed to have a inajoiity of the 
legal votes. 

The.clerk here read the regular certificate of 
election of the members from the s!ate of Virginia, 
issued in pursnance of instracticns [rom the acting 
governnr of the coninonwealth, and signed by J. 
H. Richardson, clerk, &e. The clerk remarked 
that this was the only paper in his possession. 

Mr. Hulsted remarked that this was the same 
evidence as was presented by the New Jersey mein- 


222 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JUNE 5, 1841—CONGRE 


SS. 


bers at the last congress, and on which they were 
refused their seats. 

The clerk having announced the fact of the at- 
tendance ol a quoruin, &c 

Mr. Hunt ottered a rosolution that the members 
present now proceed to the organization of the 
house hy election of speaker. 

Mr. Fillmore was nuderstood to inquire whether 
the resolution should not express the manner of the 
election? 

Mr. Huni was understood to say he would insert 
viva voice. 

Mr. Lewis Williams moved to amend the resoln- 
tion by suiking ont the words “viva vuice,” and in- 
seitiug the words “by ballot." He said, in support | 
of tùis motion, that the choice by ballot was the 
good old mode which had prevailed ever since the 
luundation of the government, antl within a [ew 
years since, when the “viva voice”? was establish- 
ed—for what parpose it was not necessary now to 
say. He was iu favor of restoring the ancient 
usage or enstoin, which had workea so well, and 
not ol introducing the new rule. He hoped, there- 
tore, the house would adopt the amendment he pro- 


posed. 
‘The question on the amendment was then taken; 


an affirmative votre having been given, the clerk 
declared tiimsell unable to decide by the sound. 

Mr. (Weller asked lor tellers; and the house hav- 
ing siguilied its assent thereto—Mr. IVeller and 
Mr. IV. C. Johnson were appointed tellers by the 
clerk. 

Mr. Hopkins inquired of the clerk if it was in 
order to cal lor the yeas and nays. 

The cleik said the gentleman had that right. 

And the house having ordered the yeas and nays, 
the question on the amendivent was taken and was 
decided in the negative: Yeas 66, nays 154. So 
the amendment was rejected. 

And the question recurring on the resolution— 
Mr. I. C. Johnson moved to amend it by inserting 
aiter the word “speaker” the words “and clerk.” 

Mr. Everett was anderstood to say that the house 
must go into the election of speaker belore organi- 
zation, but that at was not necessary to make any 
provison or to do any thing but that before organi- 
zation. 

Mr, Huni said that, lor the purpose of organiz- 
ing the house, we must have a speaker. The 
speaker’s first duty was ta swear in the members, 
aud he, (Mr. H.) was not aware that the house, at 
this stage of its existence, had ever adapted any re- 
solutinu other than lor the election of speaker.— 
That being done and the members being sworn in, 
then à resolution to proceed to the election ot clerk 
woold be introduced as a distinct, independent pro- 
position, to be acted on by thein as sworn members 
of the house. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson did not see, he said, any dif- 
ficulty in acting upon the proposition in this way. 
He would, however, withdraw the motton. 

Mr. Wise renewed it. The etfect of it, he said, 
was simply this: that the house wonld proceed to 
the election of clerk to-day as well as to the elee- 
tion af speaker, That was the whole snm aud sub- 
stance, 

Mr, Fillmore inquired whether it had not been 
usual nnmediately atter the election of speaker lor 
that ollicer to administer the oath to the tnembers? 

The clerk replied that it had beeu usual. 

Mr. fidémore hoped, then, that the custom would 
not be departed Irom, 

Mr. Wise said that the election of speaker would, 
as a matter of course, take precedence. The spea- 
ker being elected ander the resolution. he would 
adannister the oath to the members, and then the 
house woolil proceed at once to the election of clerk. 
That was the whole operation. 

Mr. Hant sail be was as much in favor of going 
into the election of clerk to-day as the gentleman 
frown Virginia (Mr. lise) was; bnt it seemed to 
hiro (Mr. H.) that the tiause had better organize 
fist. He hoped the question would be taken on his 
resolution. 

Mr. Randolph objected to the amendment, on the | 
ground that it was not in order before a speaker had 
been elected. 

Mr. Barnard objected lo the amendment on aj 
constitutional principle, He thought it wrong.— | 
Ile thought this body, as it was, could now do no- 
thing but elect a speaker. When a speaker. had 
been elected, aud the ineinbers were sworn in, which 
they could not be till then, a motion might then be | 
eutertauied to proceed to the election ol elerk. 

Mr. (Vise, to meet this objection, saul he would | 
so modiy his motion as to read “that tlie house 
would proceed to the election ol speaker, and there- | 
ater, aod alter the speaker bad sworn im the mem- 


Mr. Wise said that the house could take order to 
proceed to the election of clerk as well as speaker, 
and wight unite the order for the election of both 
in the same resolution as well as to proceed under 
a different resolution in each case. 

Mr. W. then read the following note to rule 18 of 
last congress: 

“There is no law, resolntion, rule or order direct- 
ing the appointment of tbe clerk of the honse. On 
the Ist A pil, 1789, heing the first day that a quorum 
of the house assembled under the new constitution, 
the honse iminediately elected a clerk by ballut, 
withouta previous order having been passed lor 
that purpose, alttough, in the case of the speaker, 
who was chosen on the same day, an order was 
previously adopted.” 

Now, (continued Mr. W.) although this was the 
first time, yet he thought that the order should be 
taken lor clerk as well as speaker. The election 
of the one need not interfere with the election of 
the other; and the election of hoth was necessary 
to complete the organization of the house. It was 
a question simply whether the house would take 
order separately as to one, or conjointly as to both. 
He preferred the latter mode, so that the house 
might proceed immediately (o business. He would 
not detain the house with remarkson the difference 
between tweedle-duin and tweedle-dee. 

Mr. Tillinghast was understood to object to the 
amendiment—arguing that what was necessary 
to be done belore the members were sworn in must 
be done, and that what was not necessary ought not 
to be done 

And the question being laken, lhe amendment of 
Mr. lise was rejected. 

And the question then recurring on the resolution 
of Mr. Hunt; aud being taken, it was decided in 
the affirinative without a devision. 

So the house determined to proceed at this time 
to tlie election of speaker viva voce. 

The clerk appointed Messrs. Underwood, of Ken- 
tucky, Atherton, of New Hampshire anit John C, 
Clark, ot New York, tellers to superintend the roll. 

The house then proceeded to vote, and tbe fol- 
lowing was the result: 


‘The whole number of votes polled 221 
Necessary to a choice . a : NI 
Of which Joseph Lawrence, of Pa.received 5 
Henry A. Wise, of Virginia . 8 
John While, of Kentncky . 121 
J. W. Jones, of Virginia . 84 


Scattering g . s 3 

So, on the first vote, the hon. Joun WnrrE, hav- 
ing received a majority of the whole nnmber of 
votes, was declared to be duly elected speaker of 
the house of representatives of the 27th congress. 

Mr. Triplett, of Kentucky, and Mr. Keim, of Penn- 
sylvania, were requested by the clerk to wait upon 
the speaker, to inform that gentlemen of his election, 
and to candnet him to the chair. 

Accordingly, in a few moments, the speaker ap- 
peared, and was conducted to the chair; whereupon, 
he addressed the house as follows: 

GENTLEMEN: | cannot sufficiently express the 
obligations I feel for tlie distinguished honor con- 
lerred upon me. I undertake the discharge of the 
duties of this station with unfeigned distrust of my 
qualifications. 1 am sensible of the magnitude and 
difficulty of the task, of its arduons duties, of its 
high responsibilities. Six years’ service in this 
body has taught me that this chuir is no bed of down, 
especially in a time of great political exciteinent. 
Nothing but a conviction that the same generous 
confidence which placed me here would continue 
to support ine in the faithlul and impartial discharge 
of my duty could have induced ine to accept tliis 
effice. The duty of presiding over a numerous az- 
sembly like this, when even no party divisions exist, 
when no other than ordinary business is proposed to 
be considered and passed upon—isnoeasy task. But 
perhaps there bas been no period in the history of 
this country when the duties of this chair were more 
important, its respousihilities greater, its intrinsic 
diffienlties more embarrassing. — Independent of 


that excited party feeling—the naturel result, in all | 


fee governments, of personal rivalship —the consi- 
deration and discussion of those great questions 
which have caused the conventinn of this special 


congress will no doubt give rise to high political | 
D [4 


excitement. Under these cirenmstances, 1 dare 
not hope L shall be able to give unqualified satisfac- 
tion no matter how faithful, how zealons, how im- | 
partial | may be. It shall, however, be my con- | 
stant purpose to discharge the functions of this sta- 
tion with a singleness of purpose and a fidelity of 
inteution that will secure to me the approbation, 1 
tst, of the just and liberal of all parties. 

Candor, gentlemen, compris me to say I have 


bers of (tas house, to the election of clerk an like 
manner.” 
Mr. Barncrd, Thal does nol obviate my objection, 


never inade the cules ol this house or parliamentary 


The qualifications necessary to a prompt and able 
discharge of the duties of speaker are multifarious— 
some of them difficult. I will not detain you to 
enumerate them all; the mentinn of one, however, 
which 1 consider paramount to all others, 1 cannot 
omit; I need scarcely say 1 allude to that of impar- 
tiality—a rigid and aucowpromising impartiality toe 
wards every member; to the exercise of this qualifi- 
cation I pledge myself. The occupant of this chair 
should neither lend the influence of his position to 
make this house subservient to executive dictation, 
nor, on the other hand, to encourage a factious op- 
position to executive recommendations. Passive 
obedience to executive will is not less fatal to liberty 
than anarchy itself. The true spirit of a honse of 
representatives is to reflect faithlully the popular 
will. If it be troe, as I hope and believe it is, that 
this house is the citadel of American treedom—the 
great sheet anchor ol the constitation—the grand 
inquest of the nation—shwald not all its deliberations 
be characterized with order, with decorum, with 
dignity? I invoke you, gentlemen, let all our pro- 
ceedings be marked with forbearance, moderation, 
-courtesy and patriotism. I, by any means, this 
body has impaired its high character as a dignified 
|deliberative assembly, let ns unite one and all, to 
‘restore it to its former goud standing. Nothing, in 
my humble judyient, would so effectually secure 
the perpetuity of our free institutions as a sacred ob- 
servance of order in the deiiberations of this house. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, accept my grateful 
thanks lor this high maik of confidence and respect. 
And 1 entreat you, let all onr proceeding be such 
as to sustain the dignity of this house, maintain the 
honor ol the country, promote the public good, and 
preserve, unimpaired, the integrily of this glorious 
union. 

The oath of office was thereupon admininistered 
to the speaker by Mr. Lewis Williams, of North 
Carolina, the gentleman holding the oldest com- 
mission as a member ol this house. 

The members were then called in the order of 
the states, and were qualified in the usual form by 
the speaker, 

Mr. {Vise rose and moved that the house now pro- 
ceed to the election of clerk viva voce; taking that, 
he said, to be the sense of the house, as they had 
already elected a speaker in that way. 

Mr. Barnard moved to amend the motion by strik- 
ing out the words “viva voce,” and inserting the 
word “ballot.” 

Mr. Wise inquired of the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Barnard) whether the honse had not 
already voted to preter the viva voce mode of elec- 
tion? 

Mr. Barnard. In relation to the speaker, yes. 

Mr. Wise would like, he said, to hear some good 
reason assigned, if there was any, why a change 
should be made in the case of elerk. 

Mr. Barnard. | do uot propose to debate the 
qnestion. I piefer to vote. 

Mr. Clifford asked tlie yeas and nays on the 
amendinent. 

[Several voices: Oh! no—no—vote it down at 
once.) 

Mr. Clifford said: Well, if the house was willing 
to vote il down, he would withdraw his motion lor 
the yeas and nays. And the motion was according- 
ly withdrawn. 

And the question on the amendment of Mr. Bar- 
nard was then taken, and decided in the negative 
without a division. So the amendment was re- 
jected. 

And the question then reenrred and was taken on 
agreeing to the motion of Mr. Wise; and was de- 
cided in the affirmative without a division, 

So the house decided that it would now proceed 
to the election of clerk. 

A message was received from the senate, inform- 
ing the house that a quorum ol that body had as- 
sembled, and that the senate was ready to proceed 
to business, 

The following gentlemen were then aominaled 

| for clerk. 
| Matthew St. C. Clarke, of Washington, by Mr. 
Irse. 

F. O. J. Smith, of Maine, by Mr. Randall. 

Hugh A. Garland, of Va. by Mr. Goode, of Va. 

Richard C. Mason, of Va. by Mr. Powell. 

The speaker appointed Messrs. Vise, of Va. 
Randall, of Maine, aud Goode, of Va. to act as 
tellers. 

The honse then proceeded to vote, and we pre- 
sent below the results of the respective ballots: 

Ist vote. 2d vole. 3d vote. 4th vote, 


law my particular study. Experience in diseharge 
ol the dutics of this chair, I may say I tiave none. 


| 


Wholenumberofvotes 222 219 215 — 220 
Necessary to à eloice. 112. 110 310 .— «itt 
M. St. C. Clarke reed 38 51 DI 128 
F O.J. Sinith, 90 90 80 67 
H. A. Garland, 81 61 15 6 
Richaud C. Mason, 13 17 32 19 
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So Mr. Clarke liaving received, on the 4th vote, 
a majonty of all the votes polled, was declared to 
be duty elected clerk. 

Whereupon Mr. Clarke appeared and fook the 
oath of office. 

[After the announcement of the resuit of the 
second vote, Mr. Profil moved au adjournment. 

Mr. {Vise asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Profit withdrew the motion. 

Mr. Dawson introduced his colleague, the hon. 
R. L. Gamble, representative eleet trom the state of 
Georgia, who was qualified and took his seat. 

Alter the annonuceuent of the result of the third 
vote, Mr. J. C. Clark moved an adjournment. 

Mr. Keim called tor the yeas and nays, but with- 
drew the motion. 

And tlie question baving been taken, tbe house 
refused to adjourn.] 

Mr. Campbell, ot Soutli Carolina, introduced bis 
colleague, the honorable James Rogers, representa- 
tive elect from that state, who was qualified and 
took his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Adams, the usual message to 
the senate, informing that the house had organized 
by the election of speaker, was adopted. 

Mr. Wise offered the usual resolution, for the ap- 
pointment of a committee on the part of this house 
to join such committee as might be appointed hy 
the senate. to wait on the president of the United 
States and inform him that a quorum of the two 
houses had assembled, and that congress was ready 
to proceed to business, &c. 

Mr. McKeon moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out the word “president”? of the U. States, 
and inserting the words “vice president," now oc- 
cupying the office [as the reporter understood] of 
president of the United States. 

Mr. McKeon supported this motinn in a consti- 
{ntional arguinert. He did not know, he Said, 
whether the house was disposed to entertain any 
discussion on the question. For the first time in the 
history of our couutry the question arose whether 
the vice president became president by the death 
of that officer. He (Mr. McK.) believed that the 
individual at the head of the government was not 
president of the United States. He spoke from no 
invidious feeling. No man had a higher regard tor 
that gentleman than himsell; but he believed he 
was only vice president exercising the office of pre- 
sident of the United States. 

Mr. McK. then read the two following passages 
from the constitution ot the United States: 

“The senate shall elioose their other officers, and 
also a president pro tempore, iu the absence of the 
vice president, or when he shall exercise the office 
of president of the United States.” 

“In case nf the removal of the president from of- 
fice, or ol his death, resignation, or inability to dis- | 
charge the powers and duties of the said office, the 
same shall devolve on the vice president, and the 
congress may by law provide for the case ot re- 
novaj, death, resignation or inability both of the 
president and vice president, declaring what officer | 
shali then act as president, and such officer shall act 
accordingly, until the disability be removed, or a 
president shall be elected.” 

Mr. McK. enforced hts position by an examina- 
tion of the intent aud meaning of these passages, 
and by reference to the debates in the convention 
that framed the constitution, He contended from 
these authorities that Mr. Tyler was not actually 
president of the U. States, but merely vice presi- 
dent, executing the powers aud duties of the former 
office. He expressed his intention, however, to vote 
for the regular salary of $25,000 attached to the pre- 
sidential office; and concluded by urging the house 
not to mingle this matter with the political discus- 
sions of the day, but to regard it as a grave constitu- 
tional question, which should set the point at rest 
for all future time. 

Mr. Wise was glad the point had been raised, be- 
cause the vote on the amendment would settle the 
relation in which we stood to the president of the | 
United States. And he must be permitted to say | 
that he knew the fact that the present incumbent 
wonlt claim the position that he was by the can- 
sitution, by election and by the act of God, presi- 
dent of the United States. That gentleman had 
with sentiments of deep sorrow regretted that the 
office had devolved upon him. But so it was. The 
constitution of the United States held this language: 

«In case of the removal of the president from 
office. or of his death, resignation or inability to 
discharge the powers and duties of the said office, 
the same shall devolve an the vice president; and 
congress may, by law, provide for the removal, 
death, resignation or inability, both of the president 
and vice president, deciaring what officer shall 
then act as president,” &c. 

The office of president devolced on tbe vice pre- 
sident, and as the house had no rules as yet, and 


therefore no previous qnestion, Le hoped they would 
at once vote to recoguise JOHN TYLER as president 
of the United States. 

Mr. McKeon asked for the yeas and nays on his 
amendment; which were refused. 

Mr. Ingersoll moved an adjournment. 

Mr. Fillmore inquired if the senate had adjorned? 

The answer from several quarters was; yes. 

And the question being taken, the house, (by ayes 
80, noes not counted), refused to adjourn. 

The question was then taken on Mr. MeKeon’s 


amendment and it was rejected. And the resolution | 


was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. King, it was resolved that when 
the house adjourn it adjourn to meet at 11 o'clock to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Wise moved that the standing rules and or- 
ders of the fast congress be adopted for ten days, 
and that a committee be appointed to revise them 
and report, &c. 

Mr. Underwood insisted on the necessity of a ra- 
dical ehange of the rales—and suggested to Mr. 
IVise to modify his motion so as to make the rules 
of the last congress the rules of this, until a com- 
mittee shonid have reported and their report should 
have been disposed of. And Mr. U. submitted a 
motion to that effect. 

Mr. Adams moved to amend the amendment by 
inserting the words “except the 21st rule, which 1s 
hereby repealed.” 

Pending these motions—the house, at half past 
five o'clock, on motion of Mr. Briggs, adjourned. 

Tuesday, June 1. The question relative to the 
21st rule, was resumed. The following is the said 
rule, now moved to be rescinded: 

Rule 21. *No petition, meinoriaf, resolution, or 
other paper praying the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia or any state or terrilory, or the 
slave trade between the states or territories of the 
United States in which it now exists, shall be re- 
ceived by this bouse, or entertained in any way 
whatever.” 

Mr. Wise suggested that, in order that the house 
might receive the message of the president of the 
United States, action upon this resolution and pro- 
posed amendinents be postponed by general con- 
sent. 

Mr. Pickens had no objection to this course, but 
he bad a resolution to offer which he regarded as 
almost, if not entirely, a question of privilege, since 
it related to the rights of members to seats. He 
was desirous that the resolution should be acted on 


to-day, but did not wish to interfere with the pro-| 


position of the gentleinan from Virginia, (Mr. {Vise ). 
Mr. {Vise said be did not see the gentleman from 


Massachusetts. (Mr. 4dums) in his seat, a thing | 


which was very unusual. He (Mr.W.) had no de- 
sire to debate the atnendmeot proposed by that gen- 


| tleroan; and ifit was the understanding of the house 


that there should be no debate, he hoped the ques- 
tion would be taken now. 

It was here suggested that the absence of Mr. 
vidams was a good reason why the question should 
not now be put. 

Mr. Pickins said it was clear that the motion of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. vidams) 
could not be acted upon withoutdebate. He (Mr. 
P.) did not know what the temper of the house 
might be in relation to it, as be had beard no re- 
marks made. But, he repeated, it seened impossi- 
ble that (he question could be acted on without de- 
bate. He would, therefore, suzzest that the course 
indicated by the gentleman trom Virginia [Mr. 


| Wise] should be pursued, and that the further con- 
| sideration of the subject should oe postponed. He 


[Mr P.] merely made the sugzestion. Ife was 


not himself disposed to debate. 


Mr. Wise said it did not seem to him that there | 


was any tnanifestation of a desire on the part of the 
house to go into a debate. If there was, he should 


| press his motion to postpone. 


Mr. McKay asked the yeas and nays on the 
amendment; which were ordered. 

Mr. Adams not being at the momentin his place, 
some conversation ensaed as to the probability of 
the subject inducing a debate, and the propriety of 
defering it nntil the presidents message should be 
received and read, 

Mr. Stanly suggested that as an act of courtesy to 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams), 
the amendment should not be acted on in his ab- 
sence. 

Mr. Adams appeared, and addressed the house for 
nearly three quarters of an hour in favor of his 
amendment. 

Mr. Wise said he did not intend to enter into 
this debate, inch less into the spirit of this debate. 
And, with a view to enable the liouse tp receive the 
message, he wank! move to lay the whole subject 
on the table for the present. 
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Which motion having bee 
subject was faid on the table 
The house was next em 
tions propositions relative 
mewhers should obtaina c 
and on a proposition to have the desks Temoved from 
the floor of the hall. A motion to lay the whole sub- 
| ject on the table was negatived by ayes and Noes 
ayes 92, nays 120. d 

Mr. Sergeant here rose and obtained feave to make 
report trom the joint committee appointed to wait 
on the president of the United States. Mr. S. re- 
ported that the committee bad performed the dnty 
assigned them, and that the president bad Tequested 
them to say that he would make a cominunication 
to each honse immediately. 

A message in writing was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States, through Robert Tyler, 
esq. his private secretary; for which, see senate 
proceeding of this day, page 219. 

Mr. Barnard moved that the inessaze and accom- 
panying documents be laid on the table, aud that 
they be printed; aud that 10,000 extra Copies be 
printed for the use of the house, of which 5,000 
should be printed with the accompanying docu- 
ments. 

Mr. Briggs. Let the whole number be 
with the documents. 

Mr. Barnard said he had no obj 
modified his motion to that effect. 

Mr. Bolts asked Mr. Barnard to a 
thousand as a modification. 
would rather say fifty thousand. than twenty thou- 
jsand. There had been no period in the history of 
our country when the people were looking with so 
inuch anxity for the message of the president as at 
this time; and, under these eireumstances, he hoped 
that twenty thousand at least would be printed. 

A brief debate ensned, and several amendments 
to the resolution were suggested, but failed by de- 
cided tnajorities—and the resolution was adopted, 
the bonse refusing to order the yeas and nays 
thereon. 

Mr, .2dams offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee. of one member from 
each state in the union he appointed on the part of this 
house, tojoin such committee as may be appointed oa 
the part of the senate, to consider and report by what to- 
ken of respect aud affection it may be proper for the cap- 
| gress of the U, States to express the deep sensibility of 

the nation to the event of the decease at sae pre- 
sident, Wittiam Henry Harrison; and that so much 
of tbe message of the president as relates ro that me- 
lancholy event he referred to the said committee. 

Which was adopted unanimously. 

[In accordance with the above resolution the 
speaker, on the 2d inst. announced the following 
mermhers to eonstitnte said committee: Messrs. um 
| Q. Adans, of Massachusetts; Wm. P. Fessenden, 

ol Maine; Atherton, of N. Hampshire; Tillinghast, 
of Rhode Island; T. W. Williams, of Connectieut; 
Horace Everett, of Vermont; Greig, of New York: 
Ayerigz, of New Jersey; Sergeant, of Penusylva- 
nia; Rodney, of Delaware; W. C. Johnson, of Ma- 
ryland; Taliaferro, of Virginia; L. Williams, of N. 
| Carolina; John Campbell, of S. Carolina; W, C. 
Dawson, of Georgia; Pope. of Kentucky; A, V. 
| Brown, of Tennessee; S. Mason, of Ohio; E. D. 
| White, of Louisiana; Wallace, of Indiana; Miller, 
(of Missouri; Cross, of Arkansas; J, M. Howard, of 
| Michigan.] 

Mr. Barnard offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, "Thai so many only of the standing com- 
Inittees named in the rules of the last honse of repre- 
sentatives shall be appointed at the present session as 
shall be necessary and proper under these rules to 
take charge of nud consider the several subjects pre- 
sented in the message of the president just read, and re- 
quiring, in the opinion of the President, the action of 
congress at the present session; except that the com- 
mittee of elections and the committee on accounts may 
also he appoinred. 

Resolved, That a select committee of nine memhoers 
shall be appointed to take charge of and consider 
so much of the president'S message as relates to the 
| currency of the country and a fiscal agent for the go- 
vernment. 

Resolved, That a select co 
shall be appointed ro tak 
much of the president 
position of the public | 
sales thereuf. 

These resolutions were rea 
then laid over. 
| The house then resumed the considera'ion of the 
| Subject relative to seats—after some time, Mr. W. 
| C. Johnson moved to lay the whole subject on the 

tabte; which molion was agreed to: ayes 105, noes 
102, 

Mr. Graham, of North Carolina, gave notice that 
on to-inorrow, or so soon as the rules and business 
of the honse would permit, he woald present a bill 

to repeal the sub-treasury law. The bouse then ad- 


journed, 


n agreed to, the whole 
for the present. 

ployed in cousidering va- 
to the manner in which 
hoice or chance lor seats, 


printed 
ection, and he 


ecept twent 
For bis own part, ie 


nimittee of nine members 
e charge of and consider so 
’3 message as relates to the dis- 
ands and of the proceeds of the 


d for information, and 
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CHRONICLE. . 

" AYLMEREJ is the title of a new tragedy, written by 

judge Conrad, in which Forrest is personating tle hero 
with decided eclat at N. York. The ioculentis of the 
“Jack Cade" era. The Courier says: “It abounds 
throughout with the noblest sentiments expressed in 
the noblest langnage; and if we mistake not there are 
many passages in this play which will be quoted here- 
after as familiarly as sone of the finest aphorisms of 
the olden poets.” 

Rev. Dr. Brruexr and lady 
hia on the 24th uh. for the Mediterranean. The | 
ealth of Mrs. B. has been precarious for some months, 

and since the funeral obsequies to the memory of gen. 
Harrison, Dr. Bethune’s health has been feeble. 
CarHoL'c misHops. We understand thot the rev. 
P. R. Kenrick, has been appointed a bishop ef the Ro- 
map Catholie church, and coadjntor to the bishop of 
Missouri Mr. Kennek is of Philadelphia, and bro- 
ther of bishop Kenrick of this city. (Phil. U. S. Gaz. 
The right rev. bishop England delivered a discourse 
in the Catholic church, Boston, op fast day, and on 
Saturday morning, previous to embarking on board 
the Brirannia, for Liverpool. 


Bangs. The dranght of a memorial to eongress 
form the chamber of commerce of N. York in behalf 
of a pational bank was adopted ayes 36 to nays 20. 

"he memorial is to be prioted under the direction of a 
committee having charge of the subject, and the same 
committee are instructed to correspond with other 
commercial bodies of the union, to aid in the great 
work of establishing a national currency. 

The directors of the Frederick County bank have 
requested the holders of their notes to send thern tu or 
to notify them oftheir numbers and description without 
delay. Ne discovery of the robbers yet, 


Corn Laws. A writer in the Glasgow Argus, who 
signs himself “A Clergyman of the established church 
of Sco land," asserts that “it is ne exaggeration 10 say, 
because itean be demonstrated, that the corn laws 
bring to a premature grave at least 20,000 persons an- 
naally in Great Britain!” Well may the writer say: 
“What punishment the Almighty may have in store 
for tne. producers of so much misery, it is uet for falli- 
ple men to attempt to serutinize.” 


Rosrar F. Cvanv, whose arrest in Virginia led to 
gov. Giliner's resignation, has been convicted of forge- 


sailed from Philadel- | 


ry at lihaca, and sentenced to five years’ imprison- 
ment at Auburn. 


Carrie. Mr. Wolbert’s sale of fine cattle at Frank- 
ford tae other day, went off with spirit. There were 
27 animals sold, the highest at $550 and the lowest, a 
calf, at $20. "Kate," eight years old. seld for $305. 
“Cleopatra,” four years old, sole for $300, and ""Isabel- 
la,” five years old, brought $235. These were choice 
milkers, and were every way worthy the prices paid. 
“Prince Albert," a nice imported Berkshire pig, was 
sald for $110. 
ancestry. (Phil. North Amertwan, 


Corrox. The Charleston Mercury says the last cot- 
ton crop was about 1,600,000 bales. 

New Orleans, May 19. ‘The sales f. 
days embrace 14,000 bales, at fuil prices. 
has been unalf-cted by the European intellisence.— 
Liverpoal claussification—Lansi 
dinarv 92295; middling 93 11035 N 
fair 10352110; good fuir 124123; good and fine 13200. 


Correa. The Miehigao state geologist states in his, 


Ile does credit, it is said, to his English | port, accor 


wr the last three | 400,000 pound 
Phe market | can aflurd to w 


less severely injured. Out of all these 200 duels, in 
which were engaged 400 principals and 400 seconds, 
$00 in all, there have grown out 20 prosecutions at law; 
which twenty prosecutions have resulted in 10 acquit- 
tals, 6 conviedens of manslanghter, and 4 of murder in 
the first degree. Of the 4 persons convicted, 2 were 
hanged and 2 imprisoned. Bome of the names stand- 


ing highest in English history have been engaged in 
tbese duels just referred to; such as the dukes of York, 


Norfolk and Richmond, lords Shelburne, Macartney, 
Exmouth, Townsend, ‘Talbot, Lauderdale, Lonsdale, 
Malden, Camelford. Paget, Castlereagh, Belgrave, 
Londonderry, the duke of Wellinaton, Pit, Fox, She- 
ndan, Canning, Tierney, sir Francis Burdett, ap 

many others. ‘The English talk a guod deal abut the 
duels among our congressmen in this ceuntry: if they 
would leok at home they would see ten duels, in whieh 
members of the house of lords or commons were en- 
gaged, teone iu this country, to which a member ef 
eongress has been a party. [Norwich Journal. 


Da. Erp&iper. A third jury isnow empannelled at 
Philadelphia, endeavoring to cume to an una nimous 
opicion as to the guilt or innocence of tlie accused. 


New York on England 8a8j; on Bos- 
hia and Baltimore 41; Washington 43; 
Richinend 53; Roleigh 45; Charleston 14: Augusta $; 
Columbus 18; Savaonah 31; Mobile 11; New Orleans 
T ae Louis 93; Louisville 9; Cineinnati 91; Nash- 
ville 13. 


Frovz has advanced in the New Yerk, Philadel- 
phia and Baltimore markets to $5a5 25. The inspec- 
PE Baltimore last week were 8,907 bhls. 439 

alf bbis. 


Fire. The “National theatre" lately erected at New 
York, was set fire to in eight or nine places on Friday 
evening. ‘The fire was discovered and it was suppos- 
ed, extinguished, hut before day next morping, flames 
burst from the building, aud it was soon ugaip a pile of 
ruins—having been built upon the site of a theatre 
that was burnt down a few years since. A person 
hus been arrested on suspiciun of being the incendiary. 
A frail female was burried under the roof of an adjoin- 
ing building. 


THE GREAT FORGER. A person, supposed to be the 
English prince of forgers, who so adroitly swindled 
halfa dozen of the banks not long since out of some 
sixty or eighty thousand dollars, was pursued from 
Doylstown, Penn. te St. Louis, Mo. and tliere arrested. 
He had passed by several differept names, Scott, Wil- 
linms, Sutton, &c. and was sporting freely. His per- 
son answered the description in the advertisement, and 
his hand-wriling was said to resemble that of the ferg- 
ed papers, but ep being brought before judge Brown 
under habeas corpus, he was discharged, “heresay evi- 
dence” not being deemed sufficient proof to detain him, 

Locxrort. The population of the village of Lock 
diog to the eensus just taken, is 6,063 about 
the same as last year. 


EXCHANGE. 
ton 4; Philadel 


Paixce Esternazy owns ahout 1,200 square miles 
real estate, 360 00U peasants, 226,000 sheep, producing 
s of wool per annum. No wonder he 
var diamonds on his vest! 


Sr. PxrrasaunGn, at the close of 1840, according to 


ana ma duper tty Ws official returns contained 170,202 inhabitants, 8,661 
middling fair 105all5 | houses, and 168 ehurehes, uf which all were of the 


Greek rite, excep! 21 of varons other persuasions. 


Riots. The disturbances on the Croten water 


re. "m a 
report that there is a rock near the Outongon riveran | works, New York, have been renewed, and rows be- 


that state, weighing three or Nee yee caled the cup- | ween the Corkonian and Fardownian feetions, are of | 
as been analyzed and yield- | frequent occurrence. The laborers assembled nightly, 


a part ot which h 


per rock, 1 
ent. ol pure metal. 


ed 93 per e 

Copy-nicnr or Two Years Beroae Tur Masr. The 
Ne«buryport Heraid states that the Harpers gave Mr. 
Dana ouly 3209 tor the copy-rizht ol this work. ‘They 
have sold, it sys. already 30,000 copies, on whieh they 
have made $5,000, and expect tu realize $5,000 mure 
fran it. 


CURRENCY. 


Tie Derroit Daily Advertiser of the 21st 
says there is nochange for the beter. “Bank of Mi- 
chiao sells ut fifty cents on the dollur for specie, nud 1s 
received by many merchants at trom tive 
onthe dollar. Farmers" and Mechanics’ and Michi- 
gan Tnsuraiee, 
eulanon. Siate senp will 
week.” 

Cena. Prince Anglona, ex-governor of Cuba, sailed 
in the Silvie de Grasse, for Havre. 

Diro. Judge Richard Winn dicd at his residence, | 
near Alexander, La. on tii Sth uli. trom ap attack of 
congestive fever. He was for several years a member 
of the senate und lower house uf ihat state, and at the 
last canvass was a eandida’e on the Van Boren ticket 
for congress- He is said to have been much adinured 
and beloved hy his friends; and the members of the 
bar in lis neiz 
mory. 


Dyers. From the beginoing of the reign of George | gig, which 
thal is during bis reign and those | the rope w 


TI, up to this tune, 
of George 1V, Wiliam IV and Viet 
been abont 900. dnels in. Finaland. 
three eases boli ed. the parties were 
Jance, 30 were killed, 100 were wounded desperate 
60 shghtly, and the reminder escaped umujared. 


Out. of these, in 


those cngaged are killed and about onc- 


m great demand, but very litte 1m cir- passe 


arin, there have | she went down. 


killed; of the ba- | when they were taken otf by the ship W 


halt more or|periehed wi.h the rest. 


and eominit all kind of outrages, such as burning sta- 
bles and outhouses tearing down fences, and things of 
alike nature; and on the mght of the 234, they as- 
segibled ii a gang and tore down the house of a coo- 
tractor named McGinnis. "The mob was about three 
hundred strung, and proeeeded with their work al. 
though they were repeatedly fired upon by the officers 
uf the police and others. 


Scuoots. There are now 250,900 children in the 
common schools of Pennsylvania. — l'ha?s the way to 


tà six shillings | make good republicans. 


Spi waEck. The brig Minstrel. well known as a 
cuger vessel between Freland and Quehee, left 


EST a 3 à s z 
probably be issued next j| Limerie on the 2Ist April, with 141 emigrant passen- 


gers, and bad a fair passage until the 1st May, murp- 
iog, when she struck on Red Island reef. There was 
a heavy sea running at the time the boate were launch- 
ed and made fast to the fore chains. Upwards of one 
hundred passengers embarked in the boats, but. their 
doom was quickly sealed; the vessel “heeled off’? into 
deep water nnd went down stern furemost, so sudden- 
ly that the “painters” of the boats could not be cast off 
and the people who had embarked in the boats perish- 
ed with their equally unfortunate eoipaniens on board 
the ship, except four of the crew and four passengers, 


Whartuad paid jus 2 . : > : 
pud a just tribute. to his me- | who alone ol upward of the 150 souls remained to tell 


the sad tale, These eight persons had embarked ina 
was towing astern, ond fortunately for them 
hich attached it te the vessel broke when 
They suceeeded in pulling to White 
Island, where they remained until the following day 
cllington of 


ly, | Belist MeLotyre, und brought to Grosse I-le. Cap- 
t [ d. Te} tara Onterbridge, of the unfortunate. Minstrel, behav- 
js estimated that, in duels sencrally, about onelifth of fed most g 


ONICLE. 


not leave the vessel until his passengers were saved, 
and he was the last persen seen by those who were in 
the gig. 


A NEW APPLICATION OF STEAM POWER TO BOATS. The 
Norfolk Herald of Thursday says: The new steamboat 
built expressly to testthe utility of leut. Hunters new 
plan of propelling vessels by the eteam engine, made on 
excursion on the canalon Tuesday, with general Scott. 
the president and direetors of the Canal company, and 
other citizens on board, and the result was a thorough 
conviction of the complete success of the plan, and of 
its capdeity for supplying all the deficiencies of the 
steamboats heretefore in use. Tt can be used in ships 
of war withont rendering them mere vulnerable—in- 
deed, fer harbor and const defence, less so than they 
now are, ag it dispenses with spars snd rigging; and in 
canal boats, it is said, without causing aby washing 


away of the embankments beyend what is done by the 
ordinary towboals. Of the speed there is, as yet, no 
opportunity of forming a correct idea, for this beat be- 
ing a mere experiment, itis believed that one construct- 
ed with more care and embracing more improvemen!s 
which have been suggested by its operations, weul 
surpass her in that particular. We can soy, however, 
that under all disadvantages, she has made from 8 to 
9 miles an hour. We hope very soon to be able to fur- 
nish a fuller specification of this most important im- 
provement in steam navigation. 


Tue steamer BRrTANNIA, on entering the harbor at 
Halifax 30 hours from Boston, struck op a cluster of 
rocks off Sambro’ point, in a dense fog, and she back- 
ed off immediately; it was thought advisable to pro- 
ceed to St. Johns, where the tide would admit ef ex- 
amining, and if necessary, repairing her battom with- 
out heaving down. The delay will alarm those that 
will be looking for her in England. 


Srece. Her Britannic majesty's ship Electra, left 
Valparaiso, Chili, in February last, for England, with 
over a miilton of dollars in specie, 700,000 of which she 
got on the coast of Mexieo, the balanee at Valparaiso. 

The Natchez at N. York brings $102,000 in specie. 


Sucar. Two hundred years age, sugar could only 
be had of the apothecary. Now, the annual eon- 
sumption ef the drug in the United States alone, is es- 
timated at eighty millions of pounds! What sweet fel- 
laws we are! E 


TEMPERANCE REFORM. The Washington Temper- 
anee society of Boston, composed, it is said, exclusive- 
ly of men who were hard drinkers, already numbers 
upwards of twelve hundred. It was called into exis- 
tence under the touching aod powerful appeals made 
by the commitee of the Washington Temperance so- 
ciety of Baltimore, during their recent visit to that city. 

The Messenger of the German Reformed church 
states that at the late meeting of the “classis of Phila- 
delphia," held in Montgomery county, it was resalved, 
that “oo rum seller” shall henceforth be admitted to 
church membership. 


Tonacco. At Baltimere prices declined about 25 
eents m the hundred ponnds—inferior aod common 
$424 50; middling to goad $547.50; good $848 50; and 
fine 989413. Kentucky of fair quality sald for export, 
(at Ohio not much inquired for, holders are not 
| willing to sell under former rales, 150 hhds. have been 
sold at, common to middling $3; good $3 5046 50; fine 
red and wrappery 83212; prime yellow at 97 50.10; 
and extra wiapperv %15ai7. ‘The inspections of the 
| week comprise 1,344 hhds. Maryland; 295 hhds. Ohio; 
ee Kentucky and 10 hhds. Virginia—total 1,692 
hhds. 

‘Ihe St. Louis papers say: “The Oceana brought 
down to St. Louis last week 30 hhds. of tobacco, the 
product ol the Platte cvuniry—a section uf the state 
earcely inhabited two years ago. Preparations are 
paking for the extensive. eultivation of tobacco in that 
fine region of Missouri. 


. Tur lnuNDERER British exploring brig, is at anchor 
in the Delawar —from whence she wiil seil in a few 
days for England. 


WrsrEEX LAW. The Cleaveland Palladium reports 
a ease ol. which the following are the main fcis: It 
appears that on the trial of A. T. Brooks and others in 
Cliaten eounty, Olio, for abduction of negrues and 
getting up a riot; the jury understood the judye to charge 
that they mast bring in three guilty of riot; but not be- 
ing able to make the selection they brought in the 
whole who were accused guilty, and left the court to 
select the offenders. ‘Lhree of these were not proved 
to have heen present, ner were their names mentioned 
hy any witness: yet the eourt in pronouncing sentence, 
said that although it was evident there was no evidenee 
against them, still it had not been proved that they were 
not present and guilty with the rest. Thirteen indivi- 
(tals were sentenced to the dungeon, to be fed on 
treud and water fur five days; five of the thirteen te 
pay o fine of $20 each, and eight others a fine ef $5 
cach. The fourteenth was fined $5 and in censidera- 
tian of poor health imprisoned but a few hours. 


Weavina. A young woman employed in the Albia 
eattun factory, ‘Troy, N. Y. wove in the month of 
M 2,765 yards, No. 231 —wages for the month, 
$32 50. 


Wueat. Prices have advanced in the Biltimore 


allanily during the awful scene, until he | markettroin $1 00 tol 05 for Maryland red, 91 15 tor 
He declared that he would | white, and 


$1 09 for Pennsylvania red. 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

Repeal of the corn laws. All England is occupi- 
ed with this great question. The scheme of mints- 
ters isto adopt a fixed duty on imported corn, viz: 
wheat of 8s. sterling per qnarter of 8 bushels, equal 
to 22 cents per bushel of 70 Ibs.; 5s. sterling on rye; 
4s, 6d. on barley, and 3s. 4d. on oats, 

Connected with this scheine is another to lower 
duties on foreign sugars, and by increasing the du- 
ties on timber irom Canada, in effect to lower that 
upon timber from the Baltic. 

These ineasures all make up one scheme, and the 
consequence is that it has carried the agricultural- 
ists, the ship owners, the East aud West India pro- 
prietors, and not least, the anti-slavery interest to 
combine against ministers. The leading tory aris- 
tocracy, as the chief landed proprietors, are op- 
posed to a change in the laws that will bring foreign 
corn Irom cheap countries into competition with 
that raised on a soil which like the land of England, 
has to bear such a weight of taxation. The ship 
owners object to the increase of duty on Canada 
timber, and the anti-slavery people, and old co- 
Iouial slave owners, unite in declaring that the ad- 
1nission of foreign sugars will ruin the Iree sugar 
colonies. 

Against (liis formidable array, ministers have the 
free (rade people, and stronger than these, the hun- 
dreds of thousands of operatives in the great cilies 
and inanulacturing towns, whose frst want is cheap | 
bread. 

On occasion of a petition presented-in the house 
of lords, by eail Fitzwilliam, signed by 25,000 per- 
sous from Leeds, in lavor of repealing the corn laws, 
the duke of Wellington made a speech against any 
changes. 

"he main question upon the alteration ol the corn 
laws will not come on till some time this month; 
but in the incidental discussion upon altering the 
duties on sugar, the wliole range ol the subject is 
rau though, and the leading minds of the nation are 
at woik. 

This is undoubtedly “the word of fear? which 
ministeis pronounced, when, as is freely charged, 
not trom any tove fur the measure, but lor the sake 
of keeping their own places, they threw hefore the 
nation the proposition to repeal or essentially modify | 
the corn laws. 

If sieteated in parliament, it is said they have the 
perinissiou of the queen to go to the people, and by 
dissolviug the house of coimtnons, take the chances 
of a new election ander the banner of tree trade in| 
corn, and cheap bread. LN. Y. Amer. 

The Philadelphia United states Gazette publishes 
the following letter, said to be written by, a gentle- 
man in London, whose otlicial station gives him an 
opportunity to see anil to judge, hom which it would 
seem that ministerial action is nut to be seconded, 
though, ere long, the duties inust tall: 

London, May Vi. We are in great agitation here. 
Ministers have proposed an alteration of the corn 
laws, aud sugar and 1unber duties. Aud, although 

Vor. X—5Sra. 13. 


7 | exactness? 


| for the river St. Lawrence. 


the first debate (which is on sugar) is.not through, 
they know they will be beaten by twenty-five to 
forty votes, and wish to resign; but the queen, who 
has an absolute antipathy to the tories, objects, and 
has refused to accept their resignations. If they 
go out now, they will come in again in a short time, 
considerably strengthened. But if they pass the 
poor law, and then dissolve, their enemies, who 
vote for the law in the house of commos, and op- 
pose it at the hustings, will beat thein in a new par- 
liament. But still the corn laws are doomed to a 
change before long. 
SOUTH AMERICA. 

Islands of the Pacific. Population. in the Sand- 
wich Islands. What is the amount of the popu- 
lation at this time? Is it known with any degree of 
We suppose not. According to the 
census of 1836 it ainounts to 108,750. The census 
of 1832 gave 130,313, as follows, viz: 


1832. 1836. Cecr. in 4 y'rs. 
Hawaii, 45,792 39,364 6,428 
Mani, 35,062 24,199 10,863 
Molokal, 6,000 6,000 
Lanai, 1,600 1,200 ,400 
Kahoolawo, 80 18 
Oahu, 29,753 26,809 1,946 
Kanai, 10,977 8,934 2,043 
Niibau, 1,047 993 54 
130,313 108,179 21,734 


If these data are correct, they exhibit a decrease 
of 21,734, in the shoit space of four years. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

Express. The rapidity of the express convey- 
ing the president's message cast, is we believe, 
without a parallel. The toliowing is a statement 
of the time at which the express arrived at and left 
the principal points on the route, leaviug Washing- 
ton at 3 minutes before 12 o'clock, M, on Tuesday, 
Ist insfant. 

Arrived at Baltimore 1 06, 

Havre de Grace 2 23, 
Wilmington 4 00, 
Philadelphia 5 15, 
N. Brunswick 8 00, 


Left do. 1 30 


Camden 5 45, 


rr Jersey Ci'y 9 0l, 
ue New York 9 30, 
Gi Boston 26, having been delayed 


three hours by a dense fog. 

The message was taken from Washington to Fre- 
derick, on the Baltimore and Ohio rail ruad, a dis- 
tance of 84 miles, in exactly three hours. The last 
twenty miles, froin Mount Airy to Frederick, was | 
run in 30 minutes, the last 6 miles in 7 minutes, 
and the last 3 miles in 3 minutes, (this last at the 
rate of 60 miles an hour!) 

On being received in Frederick, Messrs. Stock- 
ton & Falls sent an express with it to the west, to 
overtake the fast mail. 


CowsuLAR. The president has recognized James 
Winthrop Andrews, esq. as consul ofthe republicot 
Venezuela for the port of Boston, and Dunean Ro- 
hertson, of Norfolk, as vice consul of Sweden and 


| Norway for the state ol Virginia. 


BOUNDARY LINE BETWEEN THE U. STATES 
AND Texas. It is reported that by the line now 
being run by the two governments, serenicen town- 
ships would b» sliced off the Red River district, 
Louisiana, abd added to Texas, 


NonrnuEAsT nounpary. Brig Motto, captain 
Forbes, employed to survey and explore the norih- 


eastern boundary, cleared at New York ou Friday, | sylvania 


She catries out as pas- 
sengers, hon. Albert Smith, of Portland, commissa- 
ry; UO. Goodrich, assistant commissary; Messrs. 
Richard A. Gilpin, Williain A. Waller, Edward R. 
Bell, Edward Anthony and John A. Munroe, en- 
gincers. 
LETTER FROM THE MINISTER OF THE U. STATES 
AT LONDON TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
Legution of the U. S London, May 3, tl. 
Sir: The arrival of the British Queen last week 
bronght the painful intelligence of the death of the 
president of the United States, at the scat of go- 
vernmenton the 4th of April. I deemed it pro- 
per to communicate immediately to lord Palmerston 


the melancholy event, and have the honor of for- 
warding to you copies of my note and his lordship's 
reply. You will not fail to observe the manner in 
which tlie intelligence was received, and tbe teel- 
ing expressed on tlie part of the queen and her go- 
verninent. 

As the representative of my government and an 
American citizen, 1. also deemed it proper toas- 
semhle such of my countrymen as were in London 
at iny house for the purpose of paying respect to 
the memory of the cbief magistrate, and expressing 
their sympathy under suchan unexpected calamity. 
A copy of their proceedings I now transmit. They 
were pullished, as you will see in the English pa- 
pers. l au,55. © ry respecttully. your obedient 
servant, A. STEVENSON. 

DanizrL Westen, esq. secretary of state. 


5 


Mr. Stevenson to lord Palmerston. 
32 Upper Grosvenor Si. April 29, 1841, 

My Lord: (tis with deep concern that ] hasten 
to communicate to your lordship the painful intel- 
ligence I have just received of the death of WILLIAM 
Henry Harrison, the late president of the United 
States, which took place at the city of Washington 
on the morning of the Ath inst. 

In communicating this melancholy event, I feel 
persuaded that your lordship and the British nation 
will not fail to participate in the general grief into 
which this sudden calamity has plunged the whole 
body of the American people. | pray your lordship 
to accept assurance of my distinguished considera- 
tion and respect. A. STEVENSON. 

Lord Palmerston to Mr. Stevenson. 
Foreign office, April 30, 1841. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknow ledge the re- 
ceipt of the letter which you addressed to me on the 
29th instant, announcing to me the melancholy in- 
telligence of the death of general Harrison, the 
president of the United States. 

I have not failed to lay this communication before 
the quEEN; and J have received her majesty’s com- 
mands to express to you the deep and unfeigned re- 
gret with which her majesty has received the pain- 
ful tidings of the sudden decease of the distinguish- 
ed individual who bas been so recently elevated by 
his fellow citizens to the honorable and important 
post of their chief magistrate. 

I beg that you will have the goodness lo com- 
municale these ber majesty’s sentiments to the new 
president and to his governinent, and to assure them 
that the British government fully participates in the 
grief which this unexpected calamity has caused to 
the American people. 

Lavail myself of this opportunity to renew lo 
you the assurances of the bigh consideration with 
which | have the honor ta be, sir, vour most obe- 
dient hamble servant, PALMERSTON, 


DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES. 
To the editors of ihe state of Pennsylvania. 

Stepping into the capitol a few days since in or- 
der to see our members, they appeared to be a very 
respectable body of men. Looking a li(tle more mi- 
rutely I came to the conclusion that every mem- 
ber of both houses were dressed in English braad- 
cloths or foreign tablics—if this is the fact, how 
much did it take to cquip each member? Say onan 
average $100, both houses consists of 133 members 
making $13,300, however what e’cr the precise 
amount may be, the gentlemen members sent it to 
foreign countries instead of encouraging Pennsyl- 


| vama and ler factories—members who thus deco- 


iate themselves at the expense of the state— does the 
act render them more economical more fit or com» 
portant n make pure wholesome domestic Penn- 
awe? 

What a contrast between our members and qucen 
Victorias motherrespecting national integrity; she 
making a present of a cradle quilt to her grands 
daughter, 1t mast be exclusive of English manufac- 
turing—our members,their cloathing must be of fos 
reign manulacturing. 

Theretore tor the honor and benefit of the state and 
the integrity of the people, it is to be hoped, that no 
inember will ever appear in the legislative halls 
dressed in English broadcloths or foreign tahrics. 

These remarks do not only apply to the members 
of the legistature but they apply to at least ninc- 
tenths of the people of the state, all encouraging fo- 
reign. countries by wearing their fabrics in prefe- 
rence to our own. 
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When standing before the glass adjusting these | 
foreign fabrics upon our person, if we only had 
Pennsylvania blood in the borly thus decorated, we 
would shrink back with indignation at the injury we 
have done, and are inflicting on the country which 
we are bound by every tye of bonor and gratitude to 
support. In order, therefore, to retrace our steps 
ant to come out heart and bard for our conntry—- 
jet us form ourselves into a grand society, that is, 
every man and wolwan, boy and girl within the pale | 
of the state, to he a society within themselves lor 
ihe promotion of domestic industry of every de- 
scription. ; 

The imports of clothes amounts to about 8 millons 
yearly—this is troly deplorable, lamentable, that we, 
men, citizens of the United States should so far for- 
get onr Jove of country as to pay 8 millions yearly 
for our clothing instead of aiding our nwn factories 
which are languishing for want of our assistance. 
As the last 50 years of our government ended with 
December, 1840, let us commence the present 50 
years as real friends to the country hy using domestic 
clothing instead of foreign, and to live within our 
income. 

The imports of silks on an average amounts to 
about 16 millions yearly—the ladies are patriotic, 
possess too much love of country, not to retrace 
their steps and lend their aid which is very power- 
ful in lowering the imports aud furthering domestic 
industry —the day is not far distant when onr ladies 
will be more engaging and more attracting in their 
domestic calicoes, than those in their costly Freneli, 
Italian or English silks. Why should it not be so, 
the former supporting their country, the latter sup- 
porting foreign countries—and it is to be hoped the 
day is not tar distant when our ladies will dress 
themselves in domestic silks, and appear inore en- 
gaging and lovely than they ever did in foreign pru- 
ductions. . 

Agreeable to the late census, Pe nnsylvania con- 
tains 1,700,560 hutnan beings; now supposing each 
cost only $10 for toreign fabrics which would 
amount to 17 millions yearly—were we only faith- 
ful to our own state, and keep this amount of imo- 
ney among onrselves by employing var own people 
in place of foreign, iu a few years it would not be 
poor Pennsylvania but it would be Pennsylvania 
against the world. , D» 

The two candidates for the highest office in the 
slate, which e'er succeeds, will ior the honor of the 
slate and his integrity, take the oath office of in a 
domestic suit of clothes manufactured in sume ol 
his neighboring works. . 

Never was there in any age, more union of senti- 
ment more concert of action than is in that of we citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania in lavor ol foreign factories and 
mechanies—trem the highest citizen to the lowest, 
from the richest to the poorest, trom the father to 
tne sons, from the mother to the daughters, all as it 
were vieing with each other who can wear the finest 
foreign labries, and send the most money to the 
subjects of the kinge and queens of Europe. 

These kings and queens, especially queen Vieto- 
ria, roust. laugh in their sleeves, and would even 
laugh out loud was it not against their interest to 
do so, at onr eredulity. No general ever had his 
army better trained than they have us in their fa- 
vor, and against our particular interests. 

Let us then iny fellow citizens throw off the fo- 
reign yoke, and come out boldly Pennsylvanians, 
eacli o] us determined fo buy no more foreign goods, 
listen not to others but do your own duty, conse- 
quently our factories would come into existence, 
as by the power of magic. 

This communication has to contend against a 
powerlul opposition but that is nothing, we will 
stick to the ship Pennsylvania as long as we are 
able to buy, pay and wear domestic clothing. 

W. McKNIGHT. 

The above communication was first inserted in the 
Harrisburg Keystone, with the remaik: 

«Tha sentiments expresssed in the following 
communication have a smack of primitiveness* 
about them which perhaps do little to recoiaineni 
theia to the favor of modern political economists. 
But there are no doubt many ot our leaders who 
will cheerfolly respond to the doctrines ot the writer 
and not less readily because of their resemblance to 
those of the wise aud venerated Franklin.” 

[ Keystone, May 1st, 1841. 


Tug Onerpas. These red men, observes the 
Bullalo Journal, consuininated an arrangement for 
the charter of the Fairport, at $550, to carry them 
te Kettle Creek, their place of destination, and left 
on Vhursday last. Among those who have gone 
with this detachment, are the kindied of inany that 
have “done the state sowie service” in bygane days, 


uU a ate mE EDD c cd 
*Primitiveness—siate of being orginal, antiquity, 
conformity to anuquily. 


|liogs, She is represented to be the admiration of 


lage has been authenticated at 103 years. His name 
jis Peter Somers, or, as he is familiarly called, 


Moses Schuyler, who had his 900 men under 
Winfield Scott, during the last war, was not the | 
least conspicuous. A daughter and two grand 
daughters of the famous chief, Skeuandoa, spoken 
of by eol. Stone, in his sketch of Brant. One of 
these girls—and she has just attained that age when 
the leinale form assumes its exquisite contour, Sym- | 
metry and elastic action—is allowed to be decided- | 
ly the noblest specimen of the uncultivated Indian, 
now existing among the remnant of the Six Na- 


all’ te young chiefs, and the envy of all her female 
associates, yel timid ami retiring as a young fawn. 
The agent also pointed nut to ns a chiel whose 


“Good Peter." This old man is in ful] possession 
of his faculties, and quite loquacious. On the dav 
on which the boat arrived, Peter got out at Black 
Rock and walked to the city, beating the tardy 
gaited canal eraft holfa mile. His eagerness, he said, 
was to walk over and behold once more his old 
hunting ground and the little town of Tehosororon. 


Tue Senecas. Our Buffalo namesake is in er- 
ror as to the nou mher ot Indians in the serviee upon 
the Niagara frontier during the last war. There 


were never more than five hundred upon the war- 
path during that contest, and the majority of these 
were Senecas. They were moreover attached to 
the command of general Peter B. Porter, notto that 
of general Scott. Schuyler, by the way, is a very 
interesting man, has a fine head, and ought to have 
been painted before he coinioenced his journey to- 
ward the setting sun. Thereis yet another Schuy- 
ler, of the Oneidas, who refuses, we believe, to 
emigrate. He is nne ol the most ioteresting look- 
ing men we eversaw. His head is a noble study 
lor an artist, and if Wilgis, who has painted the best 
Indian yet exhibited in New York, will go up to 
the old castle “in the leafy tnonth of June,” he may 
add another laurel sprig to tlie wreath of his naine. 
We should like a copy. 

Skenandoa, whose descendants are mentioned 
among tlie emigrants, was not only a great buta 
good inan. He died in 1816, at the advanced age 
of abont 110 years, and, agreeably to his own re- 
quest, was buried in Clinton, by the side ol his 
triend the missionary—rev. Sainuel Kirkland, Ske- 
nandoa was once intemperate. One night, about 
sixty-five years before his death, being in atten- 
dance upon an Indian council with sir William 
Johnson, in Albany, he became so intoxicatedas to 
tall in the. gutter, whence he was taken up iu the 
morning. Stung with mortification, he vowed never 
to taste the “fire water again," and he kept his 
pledge. Under the preacting of Mr. Kirkland he 
became an exemplary Christian, ang diei tn the 
faith and triumph of Christianity. His funeral ser- 
mon was preached by the late rev. Dr. Backus. pre- 
sident of Hamilton college. We havea very elo- 
quent and touching speech of Skenandoa’s in ma- 
nuscript, for future use. 

Another interesting Indian mentioned as being 


among the emigrants, is Peter. Soineis, or Good 


S. 


a certain Sabbath, and told Good Peter, one of the 
heads of the Oneidas, that he must address the cone 
gregation. He modestly but reluctantly assented. 
Aller a few words of introduction he began a dis- 
course on the character of the Saviour. ‘What, 
my brethren,’ said he, ‘are the views which you 
form of the character of Jesus? You will answer, 
perhaps, that he was aman of singular benevolence. 

ou will tell ine that he proved this to be his cha- 
racter by the nature of the miracles which he 
wrought. All these, you willsay, were kind in the 
extreme. He created bread for thousands who 
were ready to perish. He raised to lile the son of 
a poor woman, who was a widow, and to whom his 
labors were necessary for support in oll age. Are 
these, then, your only views of the Saviom? I tell 
you they are lame. When Jesus came into eur 
warld he threw his blanket around him, hut the God 
was within!" 

Doctor Dwight states that he received the anec- 
dote [rom Mr. Kirkland's own lips; and we will de- 
fy the whole American pulpit to excel this little il- 
lustiation of the Saviour’s character, either in force, 
simplicity or beauty. How little did president 
Dwight imagine, when penning this incident, that 
a quarter of a century after his own decease, this 
same “Good Peter" would be on the march with 
the fraginents of bis nation for a new country in 
the great west! [N. Y. Com. Adv. 


Union. We find in the Winchester Republican 
the conelnding paragraphs of an address delivered 
by the rev. Spencer H. Cone, during the sitting of 
the Baptist triennial convention in Baltimore. ‘The 
Bible cause was before the body, and Mr. Cone 
was urging the importance of union in all works of 
benevolence designed tor the diffusion of Christain 
knowledge and the amelioration of the human 
family: 

“To the successful prosecution of this enterprise 
union is indispensuble. Do soldiers, and politicians, | 
and menot the world, appreciate duly the impor- ~ 
tance of this principle, in their various sphere of 
action? God lorbid that they shonld continue to be 
wiser in their generation, than the children of light 
are in theirs. In coming lo this house to-day my 
heart was deeply affected while [ leaned npon the 
arm of a brother and gazed upon the Calvert street 
monument, erected to the memory of the brave 
men who lell at the battle of Norih Point, Septem- 
ber 12, 1814. The first names which my eyes 
rested upon were MeComas and Wells; and in an 
instant, the scenes of that tnemorable day were 
present, We belonged to the battalion of Sharp 
Shooters, aud were stationed in the edge ol a wood, 
some 5 or 6 miles from the point; when one ol the 
videts riding Juriously to head quarters, delivered 
the stirring newsthat the British. were landing be- 
low us, The general immediately sent one of his 
aids along the line fur two hundred volunteers, in- 
cluding lorty Sharp Shooters, to feel the pulse of 
the enemy. As they stepped out, one alter ano- 
ther, Wells said to me, I ain this day 2t years old— 
just out of wy apprenticeship; I know I shall be 


Peter," or “Domime Peter,” as he has been called. | 
This worthy man has long been a historical person- | 


age. His rame appeaisin our revolutionary histo- | 
ty. Inthe appendix to De Witt Clinton's Histori- | 


cal Discourse on the Six Nations, is the report of 
a speech ot Good Peter, delivered at a conneil held 
in Albany, in 1739, wluch is one ol the best speci- | 
mens of Indian eloquenee extant. The council | 
was held by governor George Clinton, aud the 
speech was reported by young De Witt, his seere- 
tary. The late emineut counsellor Samuel Jones, 


shot, but IJ] go with you—live or die. We at- 
vanced rapidly to ascertain the position of the inva- 
ders, and were soon upon them; swiit flew the 
leaden messengers, and oue of the fiist was sent to 
poor Wells; it passed through his head, and be 
faintly exclaimed, J am a dead mon, Oh, never 


(shall 1 forget the sonnd of liis voice as he uttered 


the words, nor the expression ol liis glassy eye, as 


| he looked. ap in my lace—lell across iny feet, and 


expired. 


* My brethren, shall men thus devote theinselves 
to their country, and lollow their leader, whether 


to whoin, as a profound legislator, the state of New 
York was more indebted than to any other man, in | 
the communication to the New York Historical | 
society, spoke highly of Good Peter, In regard to | 
the speech preserved by De Witt Clinton, Mr. | 
Jones thought it not so good as one which be (Mr. | 
J.) heard him deliver the preceding year at Fort 
Stanwix. Mr. J. preserved an outline of the last 
mentioned speech, though not the language. a 
the course of it Good Peter observed “that the avi- 

dity of the white people for land, and the thirst of 
the Indians for the fire- water, were equally insatia- 
ble; that the white men had seen and fixed their 
eyes on the Indians’ good laud, and the Indians had 
seen and fixed their eyes on the white man’s keg 
ol ruin,—and that nothing could divert either of 
them from their desired ohject; and therefore there 
was noremedy—bul the white man must have the 
land, and the Indian the keg of rum.” 

Looking into a value of president Dwight’s 
travels the other evening, we noticed the following 
passage respecting “Good Peter, which is alike 
interesting and beauiilul: 

“While Mr. Kirkland was a missionary to the 
Oneidas, being unwell, he was unable to preach on 


to live or tie, aud shall we not manifest equal de- 
votion to the cause of the great Captain of our sal- 
vation? Do we talk of union? 


“Baltimoreans! participators in the scenes of 
Sept. 1814, preach to American Baptists, ] beseech 
you, on the nature and necessity of union. Reimem- 
ber the bombardment of Fort McHeury, as irom 
the opposite hill-top we watched the range of each 
successive shell, and as it exploded, groaned in- 
wardly as though it were the death knell of some 
brother in arins; remember, that full ten thousand 
men were at the same inotoent pressing with hos- 
tile feet our "native soil, and already within a few 
miles of this devoted city; remember, that as we 
prepared to meet them, how every avenue for 
miles around was crowded with women and chil- 
dren, flying for safety; then, when we saw the troops 
fiam Maryland, Virginia and Pennsylvania coming 
to our aid, did we ask—“traa what states do they 
come? Did we pause to discuss domestic institn~ 
tions of local prejudices? No! the stars aud stipes 
upon their floating bauner bespoke a common couns 
try and a common cause; and to preserve the bold 
American Eagle from the British lion’s paws, was 
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the ardent, the common purpose of every patriotic 
heart. We heard the immortal Washington, the 
father of his country, though dead yet speaking— 
uniled we sland, divided we fall; and shoulder to 
shoulder we breasted the storm of war. And shall 
we not much rather be united in wielded the sword 
of the spirit, which is the word of God; in obeying 
the commandment of Him who came nol to destroy 
men’s lives, bul to save them?" 

We Register the foregoing extract not only nn ac- 
count ot its wholesome spirit, but also in justice to 
the memory of the brave young soldier whose fate 
we deplored at the time his death was announced. 
From his boyhood we bad marked his iutrepidity. 
He was a native of Annapolis, which city has con- 
tributed as many, if not more martyrs to the cause 
of the country in both of the wars we liave had 
with Great Britain, than any community of the 
same number in the union. It was from Annapo- 
lis that SmaLLwoon’s regiment marched to the 
frout rank of Washington’s army and so gallantly 
sustained the brunt of the battle upon Long Island, 


establishing a reputation lor the “Maryland line”) 


which never was alterwards questioned during the 
revolutionary war. In 1814 Mackubiu and Miller, 
iwo of the very handsomest and most promising 
young men ot Annapolis, forming part of a detach- 
ment of volunteers which, on ascertaining that the 
capitol was (Arealened, mustered and marched with- 
out orders to join general Wirder’s army at the 
Long-old Fields, were killed—botb shot in the face, 
whilst posted at the right of the regulars and wait- 
ing lor orders to fire upon the enemy as they ap- 
proached over the bridze at Bladenshurg— Clande, 
a third member of that little detachment, died after 
the hatlle, of actual fatigue. He had a fiame inca- 


not allow him to calculate. WELLs, mentioned in 


the above extract was one of the small squad whose | 


fire was fatal to general Ross, the eneiny's com- 
mander-in-chief ou the Wpproach upon Baltimore. 
His father was commander of an artillery company 
and in battery at Annapolis when the fate of his son 
was communicated to bim by the one who peus this 
paragraph. 

sI hope he behaved himself like a man,” was the 
first inquiry. “There is :eason to suppose that it 
was a ball trom his rifle that felled general Ross,” 
was the reply. It was consolation to the father to 
learn that his son had so distinguished himself, and 
he yielded hiin up to liis country like a true patriot. 
Tears trickted trom his manly lace as he turned and 
resuined the word of command, saying to liis men, 
that he was only the more willing to encounter the 
coming Ine; it was then supposed that the British 
were talling back upon Annapolis. 


THE ARMY. 


At Fort King, Florida, at the last date, 106 men | 


were sick, out of 153 in the garrison. 

A letter to the Savannali Georgian, dated Gopher 
Hil, Florida, May 22d, says: "We have received 
the painful intelligence that tbe Indians have coin- 
mitted a number of murders in the neigtibortiool of 
“Ocean Pond." Upwards of an hundred head of 
cattle have been driven off from Fort Walker. 
Their trail leads south. 

eIl presume we are indebted to Alluck-tus-le- 
nng-gee lor this last visit. ‘Three days since, four 
Indians made their appearance at Fort King, and 
asked for a wagon to bring their families in. This 
is favorable, and if col. Woith succeeds in finding 
Hospitakee, the war mnst end the coming winter." 


THE NAVY. 

National courtesy. Lieut. John $. Payne, of the 
U. 8. selionner Grampus, in a letter to the navy de- 
partment, under date of Porto Praya, March 12, 
1841, speaks in the highest terms of the courtesy 
extended towards him and his sick crew upon their 
arrival at the Cape de Verds. The sick were ad- 
mitted to the hospital and barracks without delay. 
The matter is noticed officially in the National In- 
telligencer. 

Official. Navy department, June 2, 1841. 1ntel- 
ligeuce has reached tlie navy departinent of the ar- 


rival of the U. S. sloopol war Yurkfown, cominan- | 


der Aulick, at Valparaiso, an the 20th March, in 
forty-three days from Rio de Janeiro, all well. 

The Dale was expected to arrive at Valparaiso 
ina day or two, having parfed company with the 
Yorktown on the 26th February off Staten Island. 

The U. S. ship Delaware, captain McCauley, 
destined lor the Mediterranean station, was towed 
down to Hampton Roads on Friday, by the U.S. 
steamer Poinsett. 

We learn, that com. Morris, will shortly leave 
the navy board, and hoist his broad pennant on 
board the Delaware. 


Tribute of respect. Minute guns were fired from 


the U. S. brig Pioneer on this station, aud ber co- i of colonization. 


lors displayed half mast, on Wednesday at noon, 
as a mark of respect to the memory of commodore 
Alex. Claxton, lale commander-in-chief of the U.S. 
naval forces in the Pacific. [ Balt. Amer. 
The Norfolk Herald states that lieut. Hunter’s 
experimental steamboat on the plan of the horizon- 
tal submerged wheel, has been taken by him to 
Washington, by order from the secretary of the 
navy. She left Old Point Comfort on Monday 
morning, having gone down the evening before, 


With these views, your committee present here- 
with, several resolutions for the action of the con- 
vention. 

Before concluding their report, your committee 
would express particularly, their satisfaction with 
the system of independent state action pursued by 
the sóciety. Whatever doubts may have originally 
existed as to the ability of a single slaveholding 
state, and one too, as sinall as Maryland, to estab- 


{lish a colony sufficient for all the exigencies of co- 


purposely during a strong easterly breeze and a 
heavy sea in the roads, to test the new plan in 
rough weather, 


MARYLAND COLONIZATION CONVENTION. 

During the late session of the legislature of Ma- 
ryland, a meeting of the friends of colonization took 
place at the seat of government, at which a resoln- 
tion was adopted calling a convention of delegates 
to be chosen from the varions parts of the state, to 
convene at the city of Baltimore on the 3d of June, 
in compliance with which a large number of dele- 
gates assem 
copal church, Light street. On motion of J. H. B. 
LarRóBE, esq. DANIEL Murray, esq. of Anne 


Arundel connty, was called to the chair and BRANTZ | 


MAYER, esq. of the city of Baltimore, was named 
as secretary, lor the purpose of organizing the con- 
vention. 

Besides the delegates elected, the reverend clergy 
of the state were invited to attend and participate 


in the deliberations of tbe convention; and the fol- | 


lowing gentlemen banded in their names to the se- 
cretary: 
Rev. bishop Waugh; rev. Dr. Hensliaw; Geo. D. 


| i ; E. Heimer; Mr. Musgrave; 8 K. - 
pable of the effort required, bnt a spirit which did | pu E. Heimer Ar d a 


nings; Mr. Guittean; R. Emory; David Steele; Chas. 
B. Tippett; Mr. Shepheard; Mr. Burnap; Mr. Guest; 
Mr. Hamner; Mr. Peck; Mr. Backus. 

On motion of Mr. Tuck, of P. George's, a com- 
mittee of cne member from each county and from 


the city of Baltimore was appointed to recommend | 


officers for the permanent organization of the can- 
vention, who reported the lollowing natnes, and the 
convention was organized. 

Presideni—JouN NELSON, of Baltimore city. 

Vice presidents —Rev. Jolin Miues, of Montgo- 
mery; Otho Scott, ot Hartord; John G. Chapinan, 
of Charles; Dr. A. C. Thompson, of Dorchester; 
gen’l Thos. Emory, of Queen Anne’; gen’) Tilgh- 
inan. of Talbut; Hanson B. Pigman, of Allegany; 
W.H. Tuck, of Prince George's. 

Secrelaries—Biantz Mayer, H. Davy Evans, of 
Baltimore eity. 

After appropriate remarks from the president 
upon taking the chair, and a very interesting ad- 
dress from J. H. B. LATROBE, esq president ol the 
Maryland State Colonization society, who present- 


ed as from that body a printed communication to the | 


members of the convention, which was read—and 
on motion of Mr. CHAPMAN was 1eferred to a com- | 
nuttee to consist ol one for each conuty and one for 
the city of Baltimore to report what measures be 
necessary to be adopted. 

A resolution introduced by Mr. Yellot of Harlord 
county for encouraging the Maryland Colonization 
Journal, and another appropriating the galleries to 
the ladies was adopted. Alter which the conven- 
tion adjourned until next toorning, when Mr. Chap- 
man from the committee, which had been meantime 
in session, reported as follows: 

The committee to whom was referred the commn- 
nication of the board of managers of the State Colo- 
nization society, beg leave to report—thai they have 
had the same under consideration, and have weighed 
the several matters therein suggested with the at- 
tention and care that their profound interest de- 
mands. As the board of managers justly remark, 
the subject of colonization in Maryland bas possess- 
ed too long the sanction of the pubiic, expressed 
abroad among the people, and recorded on the sta- | 
tute book,—to render it necessary now to argue ils | 
merits orits expediency. These being fully admit- 
ted,—and the prosperous condition of the colony, es- | 
tablished under the auspicious af the state, being | 
proved beyond cavil—it only remains to deterinine | 
tlie best mode to be adopted to enable Maryland to 
avail herself of the advantages which the plan of co- 
lonization presents—nor can your committee doubt, 
that this can best he done, by awakening the people 
of tlie state to a proper sense of the importance of | 
the subject by Keeping their attention constantly | 
alive to the necessity of prosecuting it,—and hy pro- | 
moting that commercial intercourse with the colony | 
of Maryland in Liberia, which, more than any thing | 
else, will, it is believed, tend to remove prejndice 
where it now exists, and bring about, at last, that 
voluntary emigration which, of itself, it is earnestly 


bled on that day in the Methodist Epis- | 


lonization within her borders—these have been re- 
moved hy the success that has attended the colony 
at Cape Palmas—and it has heen clearly proven that 
there is no necessity whatever for that extraneous 
interference with subjects conneeted with the color- 
ed population of a slaveholding state, which, no mat- 
ter what may be its cliaracter or object, should, if 
| possible, be always repudiated and prevented. All 
which is respectfully submitted, 
J. G. CHAPMAN, chairman for the commitiee. 


J. Resolved, That this convention look to the re- 
moval of the free colored people and manumitted 
slaves of Maryland with their own consent to Afri- 
ca, as the legitimate object of the colonization sys- 


em. 

2. Resolved, That the idea that the colored people 
will ever obtain social and political equality in this 
state is wild and mischievous; and by creating 
among them hopes that can never be realized is at 
war with their own happiness and improvement. 

3. Resolved, That while it is most eainestly 
hoped that the free colored people of Maryland may 
see that their best and most permanent interests 
will be consulted by their emigration from this state; 
and while this conventian would deprecate any de- 
panur frora the principle which makes coloniza- 

tion dependent upon the voluntary action ofthe free 

colored people themselves, —yet, if regardless of 
{what has been done to provide them with an asy- 
lum, they. continue to persist in remaining in Ma- 
| ryland, in the hope of enjoying here an equality of 
social and political rights—they ought to be so- 
lemnly warned that in the opinion of this conven- 
| tion the day must arrive, when circumstances that 
cannot then be controlled, and which are now ma- 
turing—will deprive them of the Ireedotn of choice, 
and leave them no alternative but removal. 

4. Resolved, That the progress of the colonization 
| enterprize under the direction of the state society 
has been thus far highly satisfactory— and that the 
present condition ol the colony at Cape Palmas af- 
fords a happy earnest of the future prosperity of the 
Africo American commonwealth on the western 
coast of Alrica, and that the same now offers a hoine 
lor the free colored people of this state, more desi- 
rable than any other place in this country or abroad. 

5. Resolved, That the obligations of the people 
of Maryland, to sustain and cherish the colony, 
planted by their authority on the western coast of 
Alca, are of a sacred and binding nature, and that 
this convention reengnise the same in their full ex- 
tent. 

6. Resolved, That the plan of independent state 
action with regard to colonization adopted by the 
state society, pre-eminently recommends itself to 
all the slaveholding states whose interest and dig- 
nity alike require them to 1epudiate and prevent all 
extraneous interference with any matters connected 
with the subject of their colored population. 

7. Resolved, That the establishment of direct 
commercial intercourse betweeu Baltimore and the 
colony at Cape Palmas is a matter of great impor- 
tance, and that the delegates to this convention from 
tlie different parts of the state, pledge themselves to 
aid the ellorts that may be made in their respective 
counties to procure a regular packet to run between 
the twa points. 

8. Resolved, That for the purpose of diffusing in- 
telligence, raising funds, promoting emigration, and 
generally, keeping alive that interest and active ef- 
fort in the cause of colonization, which circum- 
stances shew to be essential to the public welfare, it 
be recommended to the people of the state to form, 
for these purposes, associations auxiliary to the 
state society, in every town, village and neighbor- 


ood. 

9. Resolved, That the delegates to this conven- 
tion will use their best exertions, to promote the 
formation of the auxiliary associations above men- 
tioned, and to procure in each county at least one 
hnndred members to subscribe five dollars annually 
for the purposes of the sociely. 

10, Resolved, That the hoard of managers be re- 
quested to aid forthwith, through their agents inthe 
formation of the auxiliary associations in question, 
and to take measures to distribute through the state, 
as early as practicable, the information that has been 
Jaid before this convention. 


hoped, may be sufficient to accomplish the{purposes 


| Chapman, of Charles county, rev. Mr. 


in which Mr. 


A very interesting debate ensued, 
d 3 R. Emorv, 
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Mr. Carey, of Baltimore, rev. Mr. Mines, of Mont- 
gomery, Mr. Causin. of St. Mary's, rev. Mr. Ken- 
nard, of Baltimore, Mr. Pigman, ol Alleghany, Mr. 
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sence called forth a new welcome, and rarely, ifever, 
lias a public man been received with warmer demon- 
strations of welcome and applause. 1 rise, Mr. 


Latrobe, of Baltitoure, Mr. Gannt ol Anne Arundel, | President and gentlemen, (said tne speaker), to 


Mr. Tuck, of Prince George's, Mr. Stewart, of 
Montgomery, Mr. Giles, of Baltimore, the reve Dr. 
Henshaw, and bishop Waugh, of Baltimore, were 
the principal speakers. The convention adjourned 


for dinner. In the alternoon the discussion was re- | deavored to deserve your approbation. 


tender my grateful thanks lor the sentiment just 
given—I do not flatter myself that 1 have done any 
thing to call forth such a demonstration as that 
which I have received, but I do feel that I have en- 
We have 


newed. Some modification of the resolntions was | assembled upon the present occasion to congratn- 


proposed and acceded to forthe sake of unanimity, 
after which the whole were adopted. Resolutions 
were then adopted to carry out the views thns ex- 


pressed, by instituting agents to visit the auxiliary | posed on the other by the people in resistance of 


late one another for tlie results of a victory growing 
out of a war waged upon the one side by the exe- 
cutive in behalf of executive nsurpation, and op- 


societies—by employing missionaries from amongst | usurpation. 


the emigrants already established inthe colony—by 
subscribing for the purchase of a regular packet 
ship to trade between the city of Baltimore and the 
colony—and by invoking the aid ot the clergy of all 
denoroinations in the state, in behalf of the philun- 
thropic and Christian aim of this most important un- 
dertaking. "Thanks were returned tothe proprie- 
tors of the honse in which the convention had been 
accommodated, and to the officers, &c.; after which 
the convention adjourned sine die. 


POLITICS OF THE DAY. 
THE TALLMADGE FESTIVAL IN NEW YORK. 
From the New York Express, May 27. 

The meeting last evening was not only largely 
attended, but a unity of feeling and interest con- 
tinued to the end. In all respects it was a gather- 
ing of political friends, and precisely such an as- 
seinblage as will displease the opponents of the ad- 
ministration as much as it gives gratificatiou to its 
friends. 

The elegant saloon of the gardens was thrown 
open soon alter seven o'clock. When all were 
seated, the number was about five hundred, good 
men and true, to all of whom the meeting was one 
ofthe most pleasant political gatherings they ever 
participated in in the city. 

The following were the officers of the meeting: 

President— Alderman Bruen, of the Filteenth 
ward. 

Vice presidents—Henry W. Hicks, Adoniran 
Chandler, Peter S. Titus, M. M. Noah, Redwood 
Fisher, David Graham, Charles B. Tappan, Thos. 
A. Power, Jacob S. Baker, Robert Smith, Daniel 
Ullinan, R. K. Winslow, J. Phillips Phenix, Shep- 
herd Knapp, Edward Sandford, Levi Cook, George 
W. Bruen, George 8, Doughty, Charles O'Connor, 
Benjamiu Drake, Burr Wakeioan, Wm. L. Stone, 
Frederick A. Gay. 

Committee of receplion—Lewis Eaton, Edward 
Jenkins, Mortimer de'Mott, C. Crolius, jr. William 
L. Morris, James D. Oliver, John J. Cisco, John 
Falconer. 


REGULAR TOASTS. 

1. The constitution of the United States—formed 
by American wisdom, sustained by republican 
Jaws, and defended by American valor. 

2. The memory ot William Henry llarrison— 
drank standing and in silence, the band playing a 
death march. 

3. John Tyler in his elevation to the presidency 
—inuch as we lament the event which has produc- 
ed it, the wisdom of the Harrisburg convention has 
been signally illustrated. 9 cheers. 

Nathamel P. Talliiadge— The man who dared to 
be honest in the worst ol times. He has his reward 
in the affection of his friends and the confidence uf 
the people. Received with six cheers. 

4. Our country—May all its business relations 
be improved, its wants reduced, and its comforts 
multiplied, 

5. The ship of state—shattered by the tempests 
of the last twelve years, yet we doubt not the abili- 
ly of the present crew to bring her safe into port. 

6. The governor of the state ol New York. 

7. The national adininistration—its objects the 
welfare of the people and the stability of the govern- 
ment. 

E. Our foreign relations—Peace atevery sacri- 
fice but that of honot. 

9. ‘The ariny and navy—always able and always 
ready to respond to the calls ot their country, 

10. The judiciaiy—The ark of our political safe- 
ty: palzied be the arm that would strike down its 
to.stitutional independence. 

11. The states—their sovereignty and their 
union not incompatible. 

12. Agriculture, commerce and manufactures— 
The elements of national prosperity, equally enti- 
tled to the fostering cate ol the government. 

13. Our country women—the only tyrants Ame- 
r.cans are not authorised to resist. 

At the close of the toast in honor of Mr. Tall- 
madge, which was received with deafening ap- 
plause, the honored guest rose to speak. His pre- 


I was one who aided in the elevation nf the late 
executive, who was permitted tn retire to private 
life. 1 was prepared to support him if he adhered 
lo those measures which it was supposed would 
have governed him. J] had seen in his illustrious 
predecessor what I believed to he some aberration 
of mind, and 1 was not prepared to see Mr. Van 
Buren follow in the footsteps of his predecessor. 1 
had seen some of these aberrations. 1 had been 
witness to them. 

We all saw towards the close of general Jack- 
snn’s administration some of those usurpations 
which grew up with the specie circular introduced 
before the close of the administration, by the sena- 
tor from Missouri,(Mr. Benton). That measure 
had been rejected by the senate, and yet it was 
persevered in by the executive. lt was twice re- 
jected, and twice adhered to, even when sustained 
by the solitary vote of the senator from Missouri 
himself, aided by Mr. Van Buren, lt became very 
soon an executive measure. Mr. Van Buren came 
into power in 1836. Had he carried out his inten- 
tions before elected, and rescinded the odious spe- 
cie circular, he might have gone again into the exe- 
cutive chair, as Janes Munroe did, almost without 
the show of opposition. I say without the show of 
opposition—and here I pay a deserved compliment 
to the whig party. They are a party who go for 
good Jaws, by whomsoever administered, and they 
care but little by whom administered, [Great ap- 
plause.] 

The extra session of 1837 was next allnded to. 
Mr. Van Buren then, said the speaker, bronght 
lorward a proposition condemned by general Jack- 
Son, and condemned by congress, and the whole 


| party before him, as a measure pronounced official- 


ly to be destructive to the fundamental principles 
of liberty, and subversive of its practices from its 
establishment down to that time—a measure pro- 


nounced to be one which exposed the treasnre of | 


the nation to the contral of one hundred hands, 
when but one before controlled it. 

I have no fault to find with Mr. Van Buren for 
changing his opinion. The complaint | make 
against him is, that he would not tolerate a uniform 
consistency of opinion, on the part of his friends 
—that he would not allow them to think as they 
had always thought before. He went to the peu- 
ple and the adininistration alter the regular session 
was defeated. Regardless of this, when congress 
re-assembled at its regular session, the rejected 
measure was persisted iu, and again recommended. 
The administration was again defeated, and again, 
in the exercise of party diseipline, the ineasure 
was adhered to. in 1833 the administration party 
was again discomfitted, and though the great and 
almost the only measure of the party was thus sig- 
ually opposed three times by the popular voice, the 
executive measure was clung to, the executive 
htinselt being determined not to bow to the poplar 
voice. I well recollect to have heard of a gentle- 
man that had to be twice introduecd toa lady be- 
fore he could becoine acquainted with her; (laugh- 
ter). Mr. Van Buren was introduced three times 
to the popular voice, and yet be knew nothing of 
it until the people gave him permission to retire to 
private hfe, Hada public message been so treated 
by any imonarch in Europe, lie would have been 
diven from his throne, Charles the tenth, with 
iis ministers, headed by Polignac, lost their coun- 
try tora less olfenee, Were any king of Eugland 
to attempt to loree such a ineasure upon the pero- 
ple, alter having been three times or once ejected 
by parliament, the insult would not have been 
borne; and yet by our democratie president it was 
three times atteropted in defiance ot the will of the 
people. 

Mr. Tallmadge here left the past administration 
for the events connected with tbe late national tri- 
uinph. We entered upou the campaign, said he, 
with a man for our chiet, renowned for his military 
fame, and more renowned for his civil history. The 
revolution was more important to us than the revo- 
Intion of 1800. It wasa pacific revolution, and one 
of the most inportant ever accomplished, With a 
gallant old chief to lead ue on, we triumphed, and 


the address which came from him, illustrating the 
principles of government, will last as long as the 
government itself shall last. The good man has 
gone to his peace. A garland is wove to his me- 
mory, and immortality is his. In his death there 
has been an experiment made on our government. 
A new man has been called to preside over the 
councils of the nation. 1 know him personally, and 
can speak of him by personal observation. I was 
in the senate with him, and] know him to bea 
man of a high order of intellect, of great purity and 
| independence of character, and one who intends to 
assume the responsibilities which the constitution 
has put upon him. I am authorised to say from and 
for him in regard to appointments to office, that 
when they belong ta the executive department be 
does not interfere, but when they come froin the 
executive he alone is responsible. [Applause.] 
The blame, if there is any, must fall upon him and 
nobody else. Mr. T. dwelt at some length upon 
this topic, and aliuded to the controversy in the 
convention which framed the constitution upnn this 
same topic. ln regard to removals from office. lie 
said there must be more or less upon al! occasions, 
when a new administration commenced, The late 
administration brought the people to the verge of 
ruin, and changes were demanded. Icomplain not 
of the applicants lor office, said Mr. T. my only re- 
gretis that so many worlliy inen are doomed to 
disappointment. Men sometimes may err in their 
action. Mr. Tyler, in his remaiks to me, to which 
I have alluded, said that errors might be committed. 
| But whether there are faults to be found or not, let 
jus indulge no illiberal feelings or private griefs by 
which we shall putin jeopardy those great mea- 
sures which should be carried out for the good of 
the country. [Applause]. 

Mr. T. next alluded to what would probably form 
the subjects of consideration at the extra session of 
congress. As ] understand them, said he. and I 
speak lor no one but myself, they will be first, by 
way of example, and asa warning to all persons 
who may offend in like manner hereafter, the re- 
peal of the sub-treasury bill, [Deafening applause.] 
I will not discuss the ineasure—it has become nau- 
seous and disgusting to all. The manner in which 
the bill had been brought forward only was alluded 
to, not omitting, of course, the agency of one branch 
ol congress in disfranchising a state. You have seen 
the measure said the senator, practically in opera- 
tion in your city. My old friend, Stephen Allen, a 
very honest man, as receiver general, put his mo- 
ney in the very bowels of the bank in order to pro- 
eure a divorce of the bank. [Laughterand ap- 
plause.] 

The substitute to the sub-treasurv bill was next 
considered and listened to with intense interest. 
Mr. T. first alluded to himself. Though not a mem- 
ber of congress when the old bank charter expired, 
he was opposed to the recbarter. ] cannot, for 
want of time, give my reasons at length for the past 
and present opinions l entertain, 1 went with gen. 
Jackson for the state banks. The whigs differed 
trom us; but thinking differently they expressed 
their opinions frankly. They wished us to test our 
experiment, and gave us fair play; while the pre- 
sident, one of its friends, turned round and de- 
nounced the very tneasure he had endeavored to 
establish. Mr. Benton said afterwards that he had 
intended to destroy the United States bank first, 
and then the state bank system. One reason why I 
would not go back to this system now is, that the op- 
position would fasten upon it, agilate it, carry it he. 
lore the*people, make a new currency question. We 
should have during such a contest no currency, no 
peace, no prosperity. The currency of the country 
wonld become the issne of political battles. I will 
not then have the state banks. What shall I do? 
Adopt the sub-treasury bill? I will take any thing 
or nothing in preference to that. What then is the 
alternative? Jt is the establishment nf a netionat 
bank. [Imninense and prolonged cheering.) I shall 
go openly aud without any itis;ruise for a national 
bank; for the best bank we can get. I will not be 
particular eveu in my own judgment. Twill go with 
the friends for whom ] act, and who have placed 
we where I am. [Great cheering.] 

The next measure which 1 suppose nught to be 
adopted is the bill for the distribution of the public 
lands. ‘This is one ol the inost important measures 
which can be produced. Tts effect upon the stocks 
of the states will be most beneficial; it will improve 
the condition of the states. The objection to the 
measnre that the present condition of the finances 
demanded the expenditure for national detence, is 
not a good one. Five millions distributed among 
the states is better than twenty millions in any 
other way. What were we befure those improve- 
| ments, and whatare we now? Dining a warasingle 

campaign would cost more than all our improve- 
ments in New York. If war comes, lay direct taxes 
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upou the personal and real property of the state. | 


One-half inl tax upon New York alone would 
ainount to 500,000 dollars. Your improvements 
have increased the value of this property twenty 
and a hundred fold; you do more in this way for de- 
fence than in any other, fhr nobody would feel the 
tax created. Let the money, then, be divided 
aloung the states. As a subject intimately con- 
nected with this, Mr. Tallmadge spoke of the pre- 
eimption bill. I have been, said he, in favor of a per- 
maneut pre-emption bill, and always shall be. 
(Applause.) But pre-emption and distribution can 
go.together, and the lriends of both measures will 
be satisfied. Henry Clay was willing to go for the 
former with the latter. [The mention of Mr. Clay’s 
name called down great applause from the audi- 
ence.] I ar, in general terms, in favor of the) 
pre-emption law, because I wish to take care of the | 
hardy pioneers who dwell in the log cabins of the 
west. [Mr. Talloadge spoke eloquently here of 
some incident in his own domestic life, connected 
with home and childhood. He spoke of his father a 
pioneer to the west, and of his five sons, with whom | 
he opened the first light of the wilderness. The 
log cabin melodies were not forgotten, and some of 
the lines were quoted with fine etfect.] 
“I knew by the smoke that so gracelully eurl'd 
That the old Jog cabin Was near, 
1 said, if there was peace for one in the world, 
The heart might find it here.” 

Another measure likely to come before congress 
was next considered, the general bankrupt law. Mr. 
T. said: I give only my own opinions of this mea- 
sure, and will not discuss it. l have been its friend 
from the beginaing. I believe the law a good one, 


and that it should be established in every commer- 
cial community. I think that the states should | 
make bankrupt laws, and that the laws shonld be | 
uniform in their character. The effect would be not | 
the increase, but the limitation of the credit system. | 
Congress, in my opinion, does not exercise its duty 
until it inakes this subject the law of the land. ( Ap- | 
plause). 

One other measure should be adopted—a resolu- 
lion to rescind the expunging resolulion. (Immense | 
and prolonged applause). in regard to this ques- 
tion, the discussion of which excited the most pro- 
tound attention, Mr. Tallmadge said: Inall my eon- 
sultatiun before the expunge was adopted, I op- 
posed the mutilation of the journals of the senate. 
l continued that opposition down to the time I was 
instructed by the legislature of New York, which 
followed in the footsteps of Virginia. 1 had never 
made up my mind to vote for the resolution until 1 
was instructed, and having been brought up in the 
school of instruction, I did not feel at liberty to dis- 
obey; but had T known how my friends hated this 
doctrine, drawing others into 1t, but never putting 
it in practice, I never should have obeyed. Tn re- 
gard to the doctrine of instruction, I. differ with 
some of the whigs. 1 would apply the medicine 
to those who have faith in it. Those who believe 
in the principle shouid be made to earry it out. 
[The position of Mr. Williams ou the one hand, and 
Messrs. White and Foster, was cited to prove the 
sincerity nf one set of men and the hypocrisy of ano- 
ther in the doctrine}. 

Mr. Tallmadge spoke very briefly, only by way 
of allusion to three other measures. In regard to the 
late president Harrison’s family, he pledged bitnself 
fo go into the support of a resolution making a | 
compensation. I hope to hear nething of prece- 
dent, said he, and pray that such precedents may | 
be few and far between. We have a precedent. 
When De Witt Clinton died, $20,000 was appro- 
priated by the legislature of New Yoik for his fa. 
mily, and $20,000 was the sun recommended in 
one branch of the legislature, and it wonld have 
passed the other had uot a two-thirds vote been re- | 
quired. A precedent we have, too, in the legisla- 
tion of congress. When general Brown, a biave 
officer, died, general Harrisnn himselt brought 
forwaid a bill to relieve his family. (Great ap- 
plause). 

In iegard to a revision of a tariff, and the estab- 
ment of a tax, if not general, at least so far as 
to impose duties upon luxuries, Mr. Tallmadge 
thought there would be no questior, at least to an 
extentto supply the adequate wants of the govern- 
ment. 

One moment more, said Mr. Tallmadge, in con- 
clusion. With the president that we have at the 
head of the government, and with a cabinet that 
will do honor to any party orany goverminent, (im- 
mense applause), there is no danger. Let me ex- 


hort my friends of all sections, if there be sections 
of men, to indulge in no private griefs. I there 
should be quarrels, let them be considered as mere 
family quarrels, to be settled within the domes- 
tic circle, and not disturb the general good, The 


great cause is best preserved by passing them over. 
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Neither can her majesty’s government admit for a 


Let us give the opposition no opportunity to rejoice | moment the validity of the doctrine advanced by 


overus. Letthein be disappointed. So far as my 
little influence and example may go, I pledge my- 
self that nathing shall be wanting to carry out the 
great principles and measures tor which we have 
been contending. 

Alter I shall have gone through the extra session, 
for which I enlisted when I enlisted for the cam- 
paign, I shall feel myself at liberty to receive an 
honorable discharge. And whether I remain in the 
empire state, or seek a home in one of the log ca- 
bins of the west, I shall never forget the kindness 
manifested for me by my triends. 


DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE PRE- 
SIDENT'S MESSAGE. 
FROM THE DEPARTMEXT OF STATE. 
Mr, Fox to Mr. Webster. 
Washington, March 12, 1841. 


Mr. Forsyth, that the federal government of the 
United States has no power tn interfere in the mat- 
ter in question, and that the decision thereof must 
rest solely and entirely with the state of New York. 
With the particulars of the internal compact which 
may exist between tlie several states that compose 
(ne union, loreign pnwers have nothing to do: the 
relations of foreign powers are with the aggregate 
union: that union is to them represented by the fe- 
deral government: and of that union the federal go- 
vernment is to them the only organ. "Therefore, 
when a fozeign power has redress to demand for a 
wroug done to it by any state of the union, it is to 
the federal government, and not to the separate state, 
that such power must look for redress for that 
wrong. And such foreign powers cannot admit the 
plea that the separate state is an independent body 
over whieh the federal government lias no control. 


The undersigned, her Britannic majesty’s envoy 


| extraordinary and ininister plenipotentiary, is in- 


structed by liis government to ake the following 
official communication to the government of the 


| United States: 


Her majesty’s government have had under their 
consideration the correspondence which took place 
at Washington in December last, between the Unit- 
ed States secretary of state, Mr. Forsyth, and the 
undersigued, comprising two official letters from the | 
undersigned to Mr. Forsyth, dated the t3th and | 
29th of December, and two official letters from Mr. | 
Forsyth to the undersigned, dated the 26th and 30th | 
of the same month, upon the subject of the arrest 
and imprisonment of Mr. Alexander MeLeod, of 
Upper Canada, by the authorities of the state af N. 
York, upon a pretended charge of arson and murder | 
as having been engaged in the capture and destruc- 
tion of the stearoboat “Caroline” on the 29th of De- 
cember, 1837. 

The undersigned is directed in the first place to 
make known to the government af the United States | 
that her majesty’s government entirely approve of | 
the course pursued by the undersigned in that cor- 
pondence, and of the language adopted by him in| 
the official letters above mentioned. | 

And the undersigned is now instructed again to 
deiuand from the governtnent of the United States, | 
formally, in the name of the British government, the | 
immediate release of Mr. Alexander McLeod. 

The grounds upon which the British government 
make this demand upon the government of the U. | 
States are these: That the transaction on account of | 
which Mr. McLeod has been arrested and is to be | 
put upnn his trial was a transaction of a publie cha- 
raeter, planned and executed by persons duly em- 
powered by her majesty’s colonial authorities to 
take any steps and to do any acts which might be 
necessary for the delerice of her majesty’s territo- 
ries, and forthe protection of ler majesty's subjects; 
and that consequently those subjects of her majesty 
who engaged in that transaction. were perlorming | 
an aetot publie duty for which they cannot be made 
personally and individnally answerable to the laws 
and tribunals nf any foreign country. 

The transaction in question may have been, as 
her toajesty’s government are of opinion that it way, 
a justifiable employment of foree for the purpose of | 
defending the British territory from the unprovoked i 
attack of a band of British rebels and American pi- 
rates wlio, having been permitted to arın and orga- 
nize themselves within the territory of the United 
States, had actually invaded and oceupied a portion 
of the territory ol her majesty, or it may have been, 
as alleged by Mr. Forsyth in his note to the under- 
signed af the 26th of December, ‘a most unjustifia- 
ule invasion in time of peace of the territory of the 
United States.” But this is a question essentially | 
of a political and international kind, which can be 
disenssed and settled between the two governments, 
and which the courts of justice of the state of New 
York cannot by possibility have any means of judz- 
ing or any right of deeiding. 

1t would be contrary to the universal practice of 
civilized nations to fix individual responsibility upon | 
persons who, with the sanction or by the orders of 
the constituted authorities nf a state, engaged in mi- 
litary or naval enterpiises in their country's canse; 
aud it is obvious that the introduction of such a 
principle would aggravate heyond measure the mi- 
Series, and would frightfully increase the demora- 


It is obvious {hat such a doctrine, if admitted, would 
at once go to a dissolution of the union as far as its 
relations with. foreign powers are copcerned; and 
that foreign powers, in such case, instead of accre- 
diting diplomatic agents to the federal government, 
would send suet agents not to that government, but 
to the government of each separate state; and would 
make their relations of peace and war with each 
state depend upon the result of their separate inter- 
course with such state, without reference to the re- 
lations they might have with the rest. 

Her majesty’s government apprehend that the 
above is not the conclusion at which the governinent 
ol the United States intei.d to arrive; yet such is the 
conclusion to which the arguments that have been 
advanced by Mr. Forsyth necessarily lead. 

But be that as it may, her majesty’s government 
formally demand, upon the grounds already stated, 
the imtoediate release of Mr. McLeod; and her ma- 
jesty’s government entreat the president of the U. 
States to take into his most deliberate consideration 
the serious nature of the consequences which must 
ensue from a rejection of this demand. 

The United States governinent will perceive that, 
in demanding Mr. McLeod’s release, her majesty’s 


| government argue upon the assuioption that he was 


one of the persons engaged in the captnre of the 
steamboat “Caroline: but ber majesty’s govern- 
ment have the strongest reasnns for being convinced 
that Mr. McLeod was not in fact engaged in that 
transaction: and the undersigned is bereupon in- 
structed to say that although the circuinstance itself 
makes no difference in the political and internation- 
al question at issue; and although her majesty go- 
vernment do not demand Mr. McLeod’s release 
upon the ground that he was not concerned in the 
capture of the “Caroline,” but upon the ground that 
the capture of the “Caroline” was a transaction of 
publie character for which the persons engaged in 
it cannot incur private and persoual responsibility; 
yet the goverument of the United States must not 
disguise from theinserves that the fact that Mr. Me- 
Leod was not engaged in the transaction must ne- 
cessarily tend greatly to inflame that national resent- 
ment which any harm tbat shall be suffered by Mr. 
McLeod at the hands of the authorities of the state 
ol New York will infallibly excite throughout the 
whole of the British empire. 

The andersigned, in addressing the present official 
communication, by order of his government, to Mr, 
Webster, secretary of state of (he United States, has 
the honor to offer to hito the assurance of his distin- 
guished eonsideration. H. S. FOX, 

The kon. Daniel Webster, &c. &c. &c. 


Mr. Webster to Mr. Fox. 

Department of state, Washington, April 24, 1841. 

The undersigned, secretary of state of the United 
States, has the honor to inform Mr. Fox, envoy ex- 
traordinary aud minister plenipotentiary of her Bri- 
tannic majesty, that his note of the 13th of March 
was received and laid before the president. 

Circumstances well known to Mr. Fox have ne- 
cessaiily delayed, for some days, the consideration 
of that note. * 

'The undersigned has the bonor now to say thal it 
has been fully considered, and that he has been di- 
rected by the president to address Mr. Fox the fol- 
lowing reply: j 

Mr. Fox informs the government of the United 
States that he is instructed to make known to it that 


lizing ellects of war, by mixing up with national 
exasperalian the ferocily ot personal passions, aud 
the cruelty and bitterness of individual revenge. 
Her majesty's government cannot believe thatthe 
governinent of the United States can really intend 


the government of her majesty entirely approve the 
course pursued by him in his correspondence with 
Mr. Forsyth in December last, and the language 
adopted by him on that oceasion; and that that go- 
vernment have instrueted him “again to demand 


to set an example so fraught with evil to the com- 
munity of nations, and the direct tendency of which 
must be to bring back intn the practice of madern 
war atrocities which civilization and Christianily 
have long since banished, 3 


from the government of the United States, formally, 
in the name of the British government, the imme- 
diate release of Mr. Alexander MeLeod;" that “the 
grounds upon which the British government make 
ibis demand upon the government ef the United 
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States are these: That the transaction on account of 
which Mr. MeLeod has been arrested and is to be 
put upon his trial was a trausaction of a public clia- 
racter, planned and executed by persons duly em- 
powerei by her majesty’s colonial authorities to take 
any steps and to do any acts which might be neces- 
sary for the defence of her majesty’s territories and 
for the protection of her majesty’s subjects, and that 
consequently those subjects of her inajesty who en- 
gaged in that transaction were performing an act of 
publie duty, for which they cannot be made person- 
allv and individnally answerable to the laws and tri- 
bunals of any foreign country." 

The president is rot certain that he understands 
precisely the meaning intended by her inajesty's 
government to be conveyed by the foregoing 1m 
struction, 

The doubt has occasioned with the president some 
hesitation, but he inclines tn take it for granted that 
the main purpose of the instruction was to canse il | 
to be signified to the government of the United States | 
that the attack on tlie steamboat **Caroline? was an | 
act of public torce, done by the British colonial an- | 
thorities, and fully recognised by the queen's go- 
verninent at home, and that consequently no indivi- 
dual concerned in that transaction can, according to 
the just principle of the laws of nations, be held per- | 
sonally answerable in the ordinary courts of law as) 
for a private offence; and that upon this avowal of 
her majesty’s government, Alexander McLeod, now 
imprisoned on au indictment for murder alledged to | 
have been comninitted in that attack, ought to be re- 
leased by such proceedings as are usual and are 
suitable to the case. 

The president adopts the conclusion that nothing | 
more than this could have heen intended to be ex- | 
pressed, from the consideration that her majesty’s | 
government must be fully aware that in the United 
States, as in England, persons confined under judi- | 
cial process can be released froro that confinement | 
only by judicial process. In neither country, as the 
undersigned supposes, can the arm of the executive 
power interfere, directly or forcibly, to release or 
deliver the prisoner. His discharge must be sought 
in a manner conformable to the principles of law 
and the proceedings of courts of judicature. If an| 
indictinent, like that which has been found against | 
Alexander McLeod, and under circumstances like 
those which belong to his ease, were pending against 
an individual in one of the courts of England, there 
is no doubt that the law officer of the erown might! 
enter a nolle prosequi, or that the prisoner might 
cause himself to be brought up on habeas corpus and 
discharged, if his ground of discharge should be f 
adjudged sufficient, or that he might prove the same 
facts, aud insist on the same defence or exemption 

! 


on his trial. 

Allthese are legal modes of proceeding, well 
known to the laws and practice of both countries, 
But the undersigned does not suppose that, if such 
a case were to airise in England, the power of the 
executive government could be exerted in any more 
direct manner. Even in the case of ainbassadors and | 
other public ministers, whose right to exemption 
from arrest is personal, requiring no fact to be 
ascertained but the mere fact of diplomatic cha- 
racter, and to arrest whem is sometimes made a 
highly penal offence, if the arrest be actually made, 
it must be discharged by application to the courts of 
aw. 

i It is understood that Alexander McLeod is holden 
as well as civil as on criminal process for acts al- 
leged to have been done by him in the attack on the 
“Caroline,” and his defence or ground of acquital 
must be the saine in both eases. - And this strongly 
illustrates, as the undersigned conceives, the pro- 
priety of the foregoing observations; since it is quite 
elear tbat the executive governinent cannot inter- 
fere to arrest a civil suit between private parties in 
any stage of its progress, but that such suit must go 
on to its regular judicial termination. L, therefore, 
any course dilferent from such as have been now 
mentioned was in contemplation of her majesty's 
governingut, something wonld seem to lave beeu 
expected from the government of the United 
States as little comfortable to the laws and usirages 
of the Euglish government as to those of the Unit- 
ed States, and to which this government cannot ac- 
ede. 

. The goyernment of the United Slates, therefore, 
acting upon the presumption which it already adopt- 
ed, that nothing extraordinary or unusual was ex- 
pected or requested of it, decided, on the reception 
of Mr. Fox's note, to take such measures as the oc- 
casion and its own duty appeared to require, 

In his note to Mr. Fox of fhe 26th of December 
last, Mr. Forsyth, the secretary ol state of the 
United States, observes that “il the destruction of 
the ‘Caroline’? was a publie act of persons in her 
majesty's service, obeying the order of their sn- 
perior 'anthorities, this fact has not been belore 


made to the government of the United States 
by a person authorised to make the admission; and 
it will be for the court which has taken cognizance 
of the offence with which Mr. McLeod is charged 
to decide upon its validity when legally established 
before it;" and adds, “the president deems this to 
be a proper occasion to reinind the government of 
her Britannic majesty that the case of the ‘Caroline’ 
has been long since brought to the attention of her 
majesty’s principal secretary of state for foreign 
alfairs, who, up to this day, has not communicated 
its decision thereupon. It is hoped that the govern- 
meut of her majesty will peiceive the importance 
of no longer leaving the governinent of the United 
States, uniformed of its views and intentions upon 
a subject which has naturally produced much exas- 
peration, and which has led to such grave conse- 
quences.” 

The cnmmunication of the fact that the destruc 
tion of the “Caroline” was an act of public force 
by the British authorilies being formally commune 
cated to the governinent ot the United States by Mr. 
Fox's note, the case assumes a decided aspect. 

The government of the United States entertains 


no doubt (hat, after this avowal of the transaction | 


as a public transaction, authorised and undertaken 
by the Biitish authorities, individuals concerned in 


1t ought not, by the principles ol public law and the | 


general usage of civilized states, to be halden persan- 
ally responsible in the ordinary tribunals of law for 
their participation in it. And the president presumes 
that itcan hardly be necessary to say that the Ame- 
rican people, not distrustful of their ability to redress 
pnblic wrongs by publie means, cannot desire the 
punistinentof individuals when the act complained of 
is declared to have been an act of the government 
itself. . 

Soon after the date of Mr. Fox's note, aninstruc- 
tion was given to the attorney general of the United 
States troin this department, by direction of the pre- 
sident, which fully sets forth the opinionsof this go- 
verninent on the subjects of Mr. McLeod’s impri- 
sonment, 3 copy of which instruction the undersign- 
ed has the honor herewith to enclose. 

The indictment against McLeod is pending in 
a state court; but his rights, whatever they may 
be, are no less safe, it is to be presumed, than if he 
were holden to answer in one of the courts of this 
goveroment, 

He demands immunity from personal respon- 
sibility by virtue of the law of nations, and that 
law, in civilized states, is to be respected in all 
courts. None is either so high or so low as to escape 
from its authority in cases to which ifs rules and 
principles apply. 

This department has been regularly informed, by 
his excellency the governor of the state of N. York, 
that the chief justice of that state was assigned to 
preside at the hearing and trial of McLeod’s case, 
but that, owing to some error or mistake in the pro- 
cess of summoning the jury, the hearing was neces- 
sarily deferred. 

The president regrets this occurence, as he has a 
desire tor a speedy disposilion of the subject. The 
counsel for McLeod have requested authentic evi- 
dence of his avowal by the British government of 
the attack on, and destruction of the “Caroline,” as 
acts done under their authority, aud such evidence 
will be furnished to them by this department. 

It is understood that the indictinent has been re- 
moved info the supreme court of the state by the 
proper proceedings for that purpose, and that it is 
now coinpetent for McLeod, by the ordinary process 
of habeas corpus, to bring his case for hearing before 
that tribunal. 

‘The undersigned hardly needs to assure Mr. Fox 
that a tribunal so eminently distinguished for ability 
and learning as the supreme court of the state of 
New York may be sately relied upon for the just 
and impartial administration of the law in this as 
well as in other cases; and the undersigned repeats 
the expression of the desire of tliis government that 
uo delay may be suffered to take place in these pro- 
ceedings which can be avoided. Ol this desire Mr. 
Fox will see evidence in the instructions above 1e- 
ferred to, 

The undersigned has now to signify to Mr, Fox 
that the government of the U. States bas not changed 
the opinion which it has heretofore expressed to her 
majesty ’s gnverninent of the character of the act of 
destroying the “Caroline.”’ 

It does not think that the transaction can be jus- 
tified by any reasonable application or construction 
of the right of seli-defence, under the laws of na- 
tions. ft is admitted that a just right of selfde- 
fence attaches always to nations, as well as to indi- 
vitluals, and is equally necessary for the preserva- 
tion of both, But the extent of this right is a ques- 
tion to be judged of by the circumstance of each 
particular case; and when its alledged + xercise has 
led to the comunission of hostile acts within the ter- 
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ritory of a power at peace, nothing less than a clear 
and absolute necessity can alford ground of justifi- 
cation. Not having, up to tliis time been made ac- 
quainted with the views and reasons, at length, 
which have led her majesty’s government to think 
the destruction of the “Caroline” justifiable as an act 
of self-delence, the undersigned, earnestly renew- 
ing the remonstrance of this zoverninent against the 
transaction, abstains, for the present. from any ex- 
tended disenssion olf the question. But it is deem- 
ed proper, nevertheless, not to omit to take soine 
notice of the general grounds of justification stated 
by her inajesty's governinent in their instruction to 
Mr. Fox. 

Her majesty's government have instructed Mr. 
Fox to say that they are of opinion that the trans- 
action which terminated in the destruction of the 
“Caroline” was a justifiahle employment of foice, 
lor the purpose of defending the Buitish territary 
from the unprovoked attack of a band of British 
rebels and American pirates, who, having been 
“permitted” to arm and organize themselves within 
the territory of the United States, had actually in- 
vated a portion of tbe territory of her majesty. 

The president cannot suppose that her majesty’s 
government by the use of these terms, meant ta be 
understood as intimating that those acts, violating 
the laws of Ihe United States, and disturbing the 
peace of the British terrifories, were done under any 
degree of countenance fom this government or were 
regarded by it with indifference, or that, under the 
circumstances of the case, they could liave been pre- 
vented by the ordinary course of proceeding. Al- 
though he regrets that, by using the terin “perinit- 
ted,” a possible inference of that kind might be rais- 
ed, yet such an inference the president is willing to 
believe, would be quite unjust to the intentions of the 
Brilish government. 

That on a line of frontier such as separates the 
United States from her Britannic majesty's North 
American provinces—a line long enough to divide 
the whole of Europe into halves—irregularities, vio- 
lences and conflicts should sometimes occur, eynal- 
ly against the will of both governments, is certainly 
easily to be supposed. This may be more possible, 
perhaps, in regard to the United States, withont any 
reproach to their governinent, since their institutions 
entirely discourage the keeping up of large stand- 
ing armies in tine of peace, and their situatinn hap- 
pily exempts them from the necessity of maintain- 
ing such expensive and dangerous establishments. 
All that can be expected from either government in 
these cases is gond faith, asincere desire to preserve 
peace and do justice, the use of all proper ineans of 
prevention, and that, if offences, cannot, neverthe- 
less, be always prevented, the offenders shall still 
be justly punished. In all these respects, this govern- 
ment acknowledges no delinquency in the perform- 
ance of its duties. 

Her majesty's government are pleased, also, to 
speak ol those American citizens who took part 
with persons in Canaca, engaged in an insurrection 
against the British government, aa “American pi- 
rates," The uudersigned does not adinit the pro- 
priety or justice of this designation. If citizens of 
the United States fitted out, or were engaged in fit- 
ing out, a military expedition froto the United States 
intended to act against the British government in 
Canada, they were clearly violating the laws of their 
country, and exposing themselves to the just conse- 
quences which must be inflicted on them if taken 
within the British dominions. Bnt, notwithstand- 
ing this, they were, certainly, not pirates, nor does 
the undersigned think that it can advance the pur- 
pose of fair and friendly discussion, or hasten the 
accommodation of national difficulties, so to deno- 
minate thein. ‘Their offence, whatever it was, had 
no analogy to cases of piracy. Supposing all that 
is alleged against thein to be true, they were taking 
a part in what they regarded asa civil war, and they 
were taking a part on the side of (he rebels. Surely, 
England herself bas not regarded persons thus en- 
gaged as deserving the appellation which her ma- 
jesty's government bestows on these citizens of the 
United States. 

It is quite notorious that for the greatest part of 
the last two centuries, subjects of Ihe British crown 
have been permitted to engage in foreign wars, both 
national and civil, and in the latter, in every stage 
of their progress; and yet it has not been imagined 
that England has at any time allowed her subjects 
to turn pirates. Indeed, in our own times, not only 
have individual subjects of that crown gone abroad 
to engage in civil wars, but we have seen whole re- 
giments openly reernited, embodied, armed and 
disciplined iu England, with the avowed purpose of 
aiding a rebellian against a nation with whicli Eng- 
land was at peace; although it is true that, subse- 
quently, an act of parliament was passed to prevent 
transactions so nearly approaching to publie war, 
without liscence froin the crown, 
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It may be said that there is a difference between 
the case of a civil war, arising from a disputed suc- 
cession, or a protracted revolt of a colony ayainst 
the mother country, and the case ofa fresh outbreak, 
at the commencement at a rebellion. The under- 
signed does not deny that sueh distinetien may, for 
certain purposes, be deemed well founded. He ad- 
mits that a government, called npon to consider its 
own rights, interests and. duties, when civil wars 
break out in other countries, may decide on all the 
circumstances ol the particular case, upon its own 
existing stipulations, on probable results, on what 


its own seenrity requires, and on many other consi- | 


derations. Et may be already bound to assist one par- 
ty, or it nay become bound, if it so chooses, to assist 


the other, and to meet the consequences ol such as- | 


sistance. 


But whether the revolt be recent or long continu- 
ed, they who join those concerned in it, whatever 


Tie government of the United States has not, Caroline" was impracticable, or would have been 
considered it as sufficient to confine the duties of | unavailing; it must be shown that day light could 
neutrality and non-interference to the case of ga- | not be waited for; that there could be no atteinpt 
vernments whose territories lie adjacent to each at discrimination between the innocent and the 
other. The application of the principle may be | guilty; that it would not have been enough to seize 
more necessary in such cases, but the principle it- | and detain the vessel; but that there was a necessity, 
self they regard as being the same, if those terri- | present and mevitable, for attacking her, in the dark- 
tories be divided by half the globe. The rule is ness of the night, while moored to the shore, and 
lounded in the impropriety and danger of allowing | While unarmed inen were asleep on board, killing 
individuals to make war ou their own authority, or, {some and wounding others, and then drawing her 
by mingling themselves in the belligerent operations | into the current, above the cataract, setting her on 
of other nations, to run the hazard ol counteracting | fire, and, careless to know whether there might not 
the policy, or eoibroiling the relations ur their own | be in her the innocent with the zuilty, or the living 
government. And the United States have been the | with the dead, committing her to a fate. which fils 
first among civilized nations to enforce the observ- | the imagination witb horior. A necessity for all 
ance of this just rule of nentrality and peace, by | this the government of the United States cannot be- 
special and adequate legal enactments. In the in- | lieve to have existed. , 
fancy of this government, on the breaking ont of the; All will see that if such things be allowed to oc- 


European wars which had their origin in the French 


cur, they might lead to bloody and exasperated war; 


may be their offence against their owu country, or | revolution, congress passed! laws with severe penal- | 


however they be treated, if taken with arms in their | ties, for preventing the citizens of the U. States 
hands, in ihe territory of the government against/ from taking part in those hosilities. 

which the standard of revolt is raised, cannot be| — By these laws, it prescribed to the citizens ol the 
denominated pirates withont departing from all or- | United States what it understood to be their duty as 
dinary use of language in the definition of offences. | neutrals, by the law of nations, and the duty, also, 
A cause which lias so foul an origin as piracy cannot, which they owed to the interest and honor ol their 


in its progress, or by ils success, obtain a claim to 
any degree ol respectability or tolerance among na- 
tions; and civil wars, tlierelore, are not understood 
to have such a commencement. 


It is well known to Mr. Fox that authorities of 
the hichest eminence in Engtand, living and dead, 


have maintained that the general law of nations does | J 


not forbid the citizens or subjects of one government 
from taking part in the civil commotions of another. 
There is some reason, indeed, to tlunk that such 
may be the opinion of her majesty’s government at 
the present moment. 

The undersigned las made these remarks from 
the conviction that it is importaut to regard estal- 
Jished distinctions, and to view the acts and offences 
of individuals in the exactly proper light. But it is 
not to be inlerred that there is, on the part of this 
governinent, any purpose of extenuating, in the 
slightest degree, the crimes of those persons, citi- 
zens ol the United States, who have joined in mili- 
tary expeditions against the British government in 
Canada. 
undersigned to say that it is his fixed resolutinn that 
all such disturbers of the national peace and vio- 
lators of the laws of their country shall be brought 
to exemplary punishment. Nor will the fact that 
they are instigated and led on to these excesses by 
British subjects, refugees from the provinces, be 
deemed any excuse or paliation; although it is well 
worthy of being remembered that the priae movers 
of these disturbances on the borders are subjects 
of the queen, who coine within the territories of the 
United States, seeking to inlist the sympathies of 
their citizens by all the motives which they are able 
to address to them, on account of grievances, real 
or imaginary. There is no reason to believe that 
the design of any hostile movement Iron the Unit- 
ed States against Canada has commenced with citi- 
zens of the United States. The true origin of such 
purposes and such enterprises is on the other side 
of the line. 
vent these transgressions of the laws, is not, on that 
account, the less strong. [t is taken not only in 
conlormity to his duty under the provisions of ex- 
isting laws, but in lull consonance with the estab- 
lished principles and practice of this government. 

The government of the United States, has not, 
from the first, fatlen into the doubts elsewhere enter- 
tained, of the true extent of the duties of neutrality. 
It has held that, however it may have been in less 
enlightened ages, the just interpretation of the mu- 
dein law of nations is, that neutral states are bound 
to be strictly neutral; and that it isa manifest and 
gross impropriety for individuals to engage in the 
civil eonflicts of other states, and thus be at war 
while their government is at pea‘e. War and peace 
are high national relations, which can properly be 
established or changed only by nations themselves. 

The United States have thought, also, that the 
salutary doctrine of non-intervention by one nation 
with the affairs ol others, is liable to be essentially 
impaired, if, while government refrains trom in- 
terlerance, interference is still allowed to its sub- 
jects, individually or in masses, it may happen, in- 
deed, that persons elioose to leave their country, 
emizrate to other regions, and settle themselves 
an uncultivated lands, ia territories. belonging to 
other states. ‘Fhis cannot be prevented by govern. 
ments which allow the einigration of their subjects 
and citizens; and such peisons having voluntanly 
abandoned their own cauntry, have no longer claim 
to its protection, nor 1s it responsible for their acts. 


Snch cases, therefore, if they occur, show no aban- | clearly within it. 


donment of the duty ol neutrality. 


On the contrary, the president directs the | 


But the president's resolution to pre- |. 


| own country. 

At a subsequent. period, when the American co- 
lonies of an European power took up arms against 
their sovereign, congress not diverted from the es- 
tablished system of the government by any tempora- | 
ry considerations, not swerved from its sense of! 
justice and of duty hy any sympathies which it! 


| might naturally feel for one of. the parties, did not | 
hesitate also, to pass acts applicable to the case of! 
colonial insurrection and civil war. And these pro- 

visions of law have been continued, revised, amend- 

ed, and are in full force at the present moment. 

Nor have they been a dead letter, as it is well known 

that exemplary punishments have been inflicted on | 
those who have transgressed them. It is known, 

indeed, that heavy penalties have fallen on indivi- | 
duals, citizens of the United States, engaged in this | 
very disturbance in Canada, with which the destruc- 
tion of the Caroline was connected. And it is in 
Mr. Fox’s knowledge, also, that the act of congress 
of March 10th, 1838, was passed for the precise pur- 
pose of more effectually restraining military enter- 
prises from the United States in the British pro- 
vinces, by authorising the use of the most sure and 
decisive preventive means. The undersigned inay | 
add, that it stands on the admission of very high 
British authority, that during the recent Canadian f 
troubles, although bodies of ailventurers appeared 
on the border, making if necessary for the people of | 
Canada to keep themself in a state prepared for seli- | 
defence, yet that these adventurers were acting by no 
means in accordance with the feeling of the great 
mass of the American people, or of the government 
o( the United States. | 

This governinent, therefore, not only holds itself | 
! above reproach in every thing respecting the pre- 
servation of neutrality, the observance of the prin- 
ciple of non-intervention, and the strictest conforini- 
ty, in these respects, to the rules of international 
| law, bat it doubts not that the world will do it the 
justice to acknowledge thatit has setan example nol 
unfit to be followed by others, and that, by its steady 
legislation on this most important subject, it has 
done something to proinole peace and good neigh- 
borhood among nations, and to advance the civihza- 
tion of mankind. 

The undersigned trusts that, when her Britannic | 
wajesty’s government shall present the grounds, at | 
length, on which they justify the local authorities of 
Canada in attacking and destroying the Caroline,” 
they will consider that the laws of the United States 
are such as the undersigned has now represented | 
them, and that the government of the United States 
has always manifested a sincere disposition to see 
those laws effectually and iinpartially administered. 
IE there had been cases in which individuals, justly 
obnoxious to punishment, have escaped, this is no 
wore than happens in regard to other laws. 

Under these circumstances, and under those iin- 
mediately connected with the transaction itself, it 
will he for her majesty’s government to show upon 
what state of facts and what rules of national law 
the destruction of the “Caroline” is to be defended. 
It will he for that goverrment to show a necessity 
of self-defence, instant, overwhelming, leaving no 
choice of means and no moment lor deliberation. H 
will be lor it to show, also, that the local anthorities 
of Canada, even supposing the necessity of the mo- 
inent anthorised them to enter the territories of the 
U. States at all, did nothing unreasonahle or exces- 
sive; since the act justified by the necessily of sell- 
defence, must be limited by that necessity, and kept 
It must be shown that admoni- 
tion or remonstrance to the persons on board the 


| 
| 


| 


i 


} 


and when an individual comes into the United 
States from Canada, and to the very place on which 
this drama was performed, and there chooses to 
make public and vainglorious boast ot the part he 
| aeted in 1t, it is hardly wonderful that great excite- 
i ment should be created, and some degree of commo- 
tion arise. 

This republic does not wish to disturb the tran- 
quillity ol the world. Its object is peace, its policy 
peace. It seeks uo aggrandizement by foreign con- 
quest, because it knows that ro foreign acquisition 
could augment its power and importance so rapidly 
as they are already advancing by its own natural 
growth under the propitions cireumstances of its 
situation. But it cannot admit that its government 
has not both the will and the power to preserve its 
own neutrality, aud to enforce the observanee of its 
own laws upon its own citizens. It is jealous of its 
rights, and among others, and most especially, of the 
tight of the absolute immunity ol its territory against 
aggression from abroad; and these rights it is the 
duty and the determination of this government fully 
and at all tines to maintain; while it will, at the same 
time, as scrupulously refrain from infringing on the 
rights ol others. 

The president instructs the undersigned to say, 
in conclusion, that he confidently trusts that this 
and ail other questions of difference between the 
two gavernments will be treated by both in the full 
exercise of such a spirit of candor, justice and mu- 
tual respect as shall give assurance al the long con- 
tinuance of peace between tlie two countries. — ^ 

The undersigned avails himsell of this opporluni- 
ty to assure Mr. Fox of liis high consideration. 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

Henry S. Foz, esq. &c. &c. Gc. 


Copy of instructions to Mr. Crittenden, enclosed in the 
above. 

Department of slate, Washington, March 15, t841. 

Sir: Alexander McLeod, a Canadian subject of 
her Britannic majesty, is now imprisoned at Lock- 
port, in the state of New York, under an indict- 
ment for murder. alleged to have been cominitted 
hy him in the attack on and destiuction of the 
steamboat Caroline, at Schlosser, in that state, on 
the night of the 29th of December, 1837; and his 
trial is expected to take place at Lockport on the 
224 instant. 

You are apprized of the correspondence which 
took place between Mr. Forsyth, late secretary of 
state, and. Mr. Fox, her Britannic majesty’s minis- 
ter here, on this subject, in December last. 

In his note to Mr. Fox of the 26:h of that month, 
Mr. Forsyth says: “If the destruction of the Caro- 
tine was a public act of persons in her majesty’s 
service, obeving the arder of their superior autho- 
rities, this lact has not been before communicated 
to the government of the United States by a person 
authorised to make the admission, and it will be for 
the court which has taken cognizance of the of- 
fence with which Mr. McLeod is charged to decide 
upon its validity when legally established belore it. 

“The president deems this to be a proper occa- 
sion to reinind the government of her Britannic ina- 
jesty that the case of the Caroline has been long 
since brought to the attention of her majesty’s prin- 
cipal secretary of state for foreign aifairs, who, up 
to this day, has not communicated its decision 
thereupon. It is hoped that the government of her 
majesty will perceive the importance ol no longer 
leaving the government of the United States wain- 
forined of its views and intentions upon a subject 
which has uatnrally proluced much exasperation 
and which has led to such grave consequences.” 

I have now to inform ynu that Mr. Fox has ad- 
dressed a note to this department, under date of tlie 
12th instant, in which, under the immediate in- 
struction and direction of liis government, he de- 
mands, forinally and officially, MeLeod's immediate 
release, on the ground that the transaction, on ac- 
count of which he has been arrested and is to be 


232 


put upon bis trial, was of a public character, plan- 
ned and executed by the persons duly empowered 
by her inajesty’s colonial authorities to take any 
steps, and do any acts, which might be necessary 
for the defence of her majcsty’s territories, and for 
the protection of her majesty’s subjects; and that 
consequently those subjects of her majesty who en- 
gaged in that transaction were performing an act of 
publie duty, for which they cannot be made per- 
sonally aud individually answerable to the laws and 
tribunals of any foreign country; and that her ma- 
jesty’s government has further directed Mr. Fox 
to make known to the government oi. the United 
States that. her majesty's government entirely ap- 
prove of the course pursued by Mr. Fox, and the 
language adopted by him in the correspondence 
above mentioned. 

There is, therefore, now, an authentic declaration 
on the parl of the British government, that the at- 
tack on the Caroline was an actof publie force, 
done by inilitary men, under the orders of their su- 
periora, and is recognised as such by the qneen’s 
government. Tbe iuportance of this declaration is 
uot to be doubted, and the president is of opinion 
that it calla upon him for the performance of a high 
duty. Thatan individual forming part of a public 
force, and acting under the authority of his govern- 
ment, is not fo be held answerable, as a private 
treapasser or malefactor,ia a principle of public 
law sanctioned by the usages of all civilized na- 


tions, and which the government of the U. Stafes | keep him informed of whatever occurs by ineansof 


has no inclination to dispute. This has no connex- 
jon whatever with the question whether, in this 
case, the attack on the Caroline was, as the British 
government think it, a justifiable employment of 
force for the purpose of defending the British terri- 
tory from anproved attack, or whether it was a most 
unjustifiable invasion in tune of peace of the terri- 
tory of the United States, as this government has 
regarded it. The two questions are essentially dif- 
ferent; and, while ackaowledging that an individual 
may claim immunity from the consequences of aets 
done by him, by showing that he acted under na- 
tional authority, this government is not to be nn- 
derstood as changing the opinions which it has 
heretofore expressed in regard lo the real nature of 
the transaction which resulted in the destruction ot 
the Careline. That subject, it is not hecessary, for 
any purpose connected with this communication, to 
discuss. The viewsof the government in relation 
to it are known to that of England; and we are ex- 
pecting the answer of that government to the com- 
munication which has been made to it. 

Ali that ia intended to be said, at present, is that, 
since the attack on the Caroline is avowed as a na- 
tional act which may justify reprisals, or even general 
war, if tbe government or the U. States, ip the judg- 
ment which it shall form of the transaction, and of 
its own duly, should see fit so to decide, yet that it 
raises a question entirely publie and political, a 
question between independent nations, nnd that indi- 
viduals concerned in it cannot be arrested and tried 
belore the ordinary tribunals, as for the violation of 
municipal law. 
unjustifiable, as this governinent bas asserted, the 
Jaw which has been violated is the law of uations, 
and the redress which js to be sought, is the redress 
authorised in sucb casea by the provisions ot that 
code. 

You are weli aware thal the president has no 
powel to arrest the proceeding in the civil and cri- 
minal couits of the state of New York. lf this in- 
dictment were pendingin onc of the courta of the 
United States, L am directed to say that the presi- 
dent, upon the receipt of Mr. Fox's last communi- 
cation, would have iminedialely directed a molle 
prosequi to be entered. 

Whether, in this case, the governor of N. York 
have that power, or, if he have, whether he would 
feel it hia duty to exercise it, are points upon which 
we are not informed. 

It is understood that. McLeod is holden also on 
civil process, sued ont against hiin by the owner of 
the Caroline. We suppose it very clear that the 
executive of the state cannot interfere with such a 

rocess; aud, indeed, it such process were pending 
in the conis of the United States, the president 
could not arrest it. 1n such, and many analogous 
cases, the paity prosecuted or sued, mast avail hito- 
self of hia exemption or defence by judicial pro- 


ceedings, either in the court into whieh he is call- Lands 
ed, or in some other court. But whether the pro- | Misceilaneous and inci- 


ceaa be criminal or civil, the fact of having acted 


under public authority, and in obedience to the or- | Banke which failed in 


ders of lawful superiors, must be regarded as a valid 
defence, otherwise individuals would he holden re- 
sponeible for injuries resulting from the acta of go- 
vernment, and even froin the operations of public 
war. 

You will be furnished with a copy of this in- 
struction for the use of the execufive of N. York 


lt the attack on the Caroline was | 
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carry with you, also, authentic evidence of the re- 
cognition by the British government of the destruc- 
tion of the Caroline as an act of public force done 
by national authority. 

The president is impressed with the propriety of 
transferring the trial from the scene of the princi- 
j pal excitement fo some other and distant county. 
; You will take care that this be suggested to the 
prisoner’s counsel. The president ia gratified to 
| learn that the governor of New Youk has already 
|directed that the trial take place before the chief 
| justice of the state. 
| Having consulted with the governor, you will 
| proceed to Lockport, or wherever else the trial be 
| holden, and furnish the prisoner's counsel with the 
evidence ol which ynu will be in possession mate- 
rial to his defence. You will see that he have skil- 
fol and eminent counsel, if such be not already re- 
tained; and, although you are not desired to acf as 
| counsel yourself, you will cause it to be signified to 
to him, and to the gentleman who may conduct his 
delence, that it is the wish of this government that, 
in case his defence be overruled by the court in 
which he shall be tried, proper steps be taken im- 
mediately for removing tlie cause, by writ of error, 
to the supreme court of the U. States. 

The president hopes you will use such despalch 
as to make your arrivalat the place of trial sure 
before the trial comes on; and he trusts you will 


a correspondence through this department. I have 
the honor to be, Mr. Attorney General, yonr obe- 
dient servant, & 
DANIEL WEBSTER. 
Hon. John J. Crittenden, attorney gen. of ihe U. S. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 
ON THE FINANCES, &c. 

In obedience to the directions of the act nf con- 
gress of the 10th of. May, 1800, “suppleinentary to 
the act fo establish the treasury department," the 
secretary of the treasury respectfully submits the 
following report: 

1. Of the public revenue and expenditures, 

The receipts and expenditures for the year 1840 
were as follows; 
| The available balance in the treasury 
| on the Ist of January, 1840, (exclu- 
sive of the amonnt deposifed with 
the states, trust funds, and indemni- 
ties, and the amount due from banks 
which failed in 1837), was, as ap- 
pears by the books of the register 
of the treasury $3,663,083 60 
The receipts into the treasury dur- 
| ing the year 1840 were, trom 
Customs $13,199,502 17 
Lands 3,292,285 58 
Bouds of the Bank of 

the United States 
| Miscellanenua and in- 

cidental sources 
Banks which failed in 

1837 

Treasury notes issued 


1,774,513 80 
283,258 23 


148.629 55 
5,589,547 51 


25.187,736 84 


Making $28,850,820 44 
‘The expenditures in the same year 
were, for— 
Civil list, foreign inter- 
course aud miscella- 
neous $5,492,030 98 
Military department — 10,866,236 45 
Naval department 6,031,088 88 
Public debt . 11,982 77 
Add outstanding war- 
rants issued prior to 
Ist January, 1841 
Treasury notes redeem- 
ed, including interest 4,045,802 05 
———— — —— 27 863,475 41 


1,416,334 28 


| 
| Leaving a balance in the treasury on 
| the Ist of January, 1841, of 

The receipts froin the ist of Janu- 
ary to the 4lb of March, 1841, were— 
(say) 
| From customs 


987,345 03 


*1,974,836 46 
386,145 56 


dental sources 31,349 65 

1837 18,000 00 
Treasury notes issued 

per act of 31st March, 

1840 1,110,611 08 


Treasury notes issned 
under act of 15h of 


February, 1841 673,681 32 


and the attorney general of that state. You will | Bond of the Bank of the 


United States 17,913 00 


4.212,540 07 


Making, with the balance in the trea: 
sury, January 1, 1841 
The expenditures for the same period 
were— . 
Civil list, miscellaneous 
& foreign intercourse $943,517 14 
Military department — 2,273,097 11 
Naval department 759,349 60 
Public debt 3,612 70 
Treasury notes redeem- 
ed, including interest *647,590 09 


5,199,885 10 


4,627,166 64 


Leaving the balance in the treasury 
on the 4th of March, 1841 572,718 46 
The balances of appropriations onfstanding on the 
4th of Mareb, 1841, were—( Statement A) 
Civil, foreign intercourse and miscel- 


laneous $25.237,234 28 
Military 15,991,895 15 
Naval 6,910,268 69 


Public debf , o : o 

Treasury notea issued prior to the Ist 
of January, 184t, and outstanding 
on the 4th of March, 1841 

Do. issned under tbe act of 1840, from 
ist Jannary to the 1th of March, 
1841, which may, and most of which 
probably will, be presented in pay- 
ment of public dues during the year 
1841 

Interest estimated at about 


6.387 80 


8,873,220 00 


1,110,611 08 
300,000 00 


Making in the aggregafe = $33.429.616 50 

Of this there will be required for tbe 
services of the enrrent year 24,210,000 00 
Additional appropriations required 

by the war deparunent for the year 

1841, viz: 

Fortifications and works 
of defence $1,435,500 00 

For armaments of forti- 
cations and ordnance 
stores 

For pay ment of arreara- 
gee & current expen- 
sea, and taking care of 
public property on 
roads, harbors, rivers, 
&e. 

For arrearagea for pre- 
venting and suppres- 
sing ludian hostilities 


220,000 00 


10,199 12 


825,637 86 


2,521,336 98 


Making 26,731,336 98 
The actual and estimated means 
under the existing lawa to meet theae 
demands are, viz: 
The available halance in 
the treasury on the 4th 
March, 1841,—-(See 


statement B ) 646,803 12 
Treasury notes authoris- 

ed under the act of 

1840, issued after the 

3d of March, 1841 413,592 72 


Treasury notes autho- 
rised by the act of 
1841 to be issued af- 
ter the 4tli of March, 
1341 

Receipts from customs 
estimated at 

Receipts froin public 
lands 

Miscellaneons sources 


5,000,000 00 
12,000,000 00 
2,500,000 00 


170,000 00 
552017301995 84 


Leaving unpiovided for,of the demand 
for the preseat year, the suin of 
There will also be receivable for 

public duesin tlie present year, or pay- 

able in 1842, treasury votes the issues 

ol the present year, viz: 

Issued under the act of 
1841, prior to the 4th 
ot Mareh 

Do. do. 1840, after the 
3d ol March 


6,000,941 14 


$673,681 32 
113,592 72 


REM RNU M 
*This item, and the item of expenditure for the pay- 
ment of treasury notes from the lst of Jnnuary to 4th 
of March, 1841; include about $500 000 of treasury 
notes which were received at the department on ac- 
count of castoms during that period, but for which the 
warran's were not issued nnul a subsequent period. 
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Do. do. 1841, to be is- 
sued alter the 4th of 
March, and included 
in the estimate of 
ways and means 5,000,000 00 


6,087,274 04 


Making an aggregate of debt and de- 
ficit, to be provided for in this and 
the ensning year, of 12,088,215 18 

This estimate is founded on the as- 
sumption that all the moneys in the 
public deposilories can be at once 
made available, and that any and all 
of the demands upon the treasury 
can be satisfied, so long as money 
to a sufficient amount reigains in 
any or all the depositories. But 
that is by no means the case; while 
the power to issue trensury notes ex- 
ists, there should be at all times, 
for the convenience of the treasury, 
asum equal to $1,000,000 in the 
various depositories subject to draft. 
When that power is expended, the 

. sum should be increased to not less 


than 4.000,000 00 


Which sum, added to tbe above, makes 
the estimated deficit $16,088,215 18 
But the undersigned feels it his duty to cah the 

attention of congress to the more immediate de- 

mands of the public service, and the means by which 
those demands are to be supplied. 

The sums which will be required from the 1st of 
June to the 31st of Angust next are estimated as 
follows, viz: 

For the payment of treasury notes 
which will fall due within that time, 
aud the interest thereon, about, $2,756,900 00 

Balance for taking the 6th census 294,000 00 

For the civil list, miscellaneous and 
foreign intercourse 

Military service 

Naval do. 

Pubiic debt 5 : 5 

Expenses of the extra session of con- 
gress 


1,309,308 37 
4,591,098 00 
1,844,000 00 

6,387 00 


350,000 00 


Making about 11,151,693 37 

The ways and means inthe power 

of the treasury, aud which will pro- 

bably acerue under existing laws, 

are as follows: 
1. Funds in the treasury 

(as per statement C) $644,361 16 
2. Treasury notes autho- 
rised by the act of 15th 
of February, 1841 

Estimated receipts 
from the customs 
Do. do. the lands 
Do. do.  miscella- 

neous sources 


1,505,943 91 
3. 
3,000,000 00 

700,000 00 


50,000 00 


Making 5,900,305 07 


And leaving a deficit of 
To which add the smn recommended 
to be kept in the treasury to meet 
any emergencies of the public ser- 
vice, viz: 


5,251,388 30 


4,000,000 00 


Making an aggregate of 9,251,388 30 
In another part of this paper the views of the de- 
partment as to the mode of providing for the above 
defiett, together with the residue ol the existing 
public debt, will be presented. 
From the year 1816 to 1837, a period 
of twenty-one years, the revenues 
constautly exceed the expenditures. 
The average annual surplus during 
that time was $11,164.226 87, (sce 
tables 1 and 2), making an aggre- 
gale excess of $240,748,764 27.— 
Ot this there was applied to the 
extinction of the national debt 
$208,792,127 44, and there was 
under the provisions of the act of 
the 23d of June, 1836, deposited 
with the states $28,101,644 91, and 
there remained on the 1st of Janua- 
ry, 1837, in. the treasury of tlie U. 
States, including the fourth instal- 
ment due to the states, a surplus 
of 17,109,173 26 
There were, also, ontstanding debts 
due and falling due to the treasury, 
arising from othersonrcestban those 
of the ordinary revenue, and which 
were paid between lhe Ist of Janu- 


ary, 1837, and 4th of March, 1841, 
the amount of (see statement D) 
There were, also, issued within that 
perind, amd outstanding on the 4th 
of March, 1841, tleasury notes to 
the amount of 5,649,512 40 


9,124,747 00 


Making tbe aggregate available means 
which were in the treasnry on the 
Ist of January, 1837, and which 
came into it prior lo the 4th of 
March, 1841, over and above the 
current revenue 31,882,732 66 

From which deduct the amount (less 
the trust funds) remaining in the 
treasury on the 4th of March, 1841 


And there appears an excess of expen- 
diture over the current revenue of $31,310,014 20 


It is proper to remark that the entries on the | 
books of the register of the treasury do not always | 


show the true dates of the receipts and expendi- 
tures. An item involved in the above statement 
(table D) will serve to illustrate this fact. The 
sum of $512,136 47 was, on the 2nd and 31st of 
October, 1840, paid by the Bank of the United 


512,718 46 | 


a 
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any heavy exactions or prohibitions which foreign 
vations may think fit to impose npon the 
tion of our staple productions. 

Some legal provisions are also required to correct 
inequalities between the duties upon sugar and mo- 
lasses, and the drawbacks upon refined suzar and 
rum, mannfactured or distilled ftom foreign mate- 
rials. The relation between the duty and the draw- 
back was adjusted by the acts of January 21st, 1829, 
and May 29th, 1830, since which time the duties 
have been diminished, while the diaw backs remain 
the same. Anda provision of law declaring that 
all non-enumerated articles which beara similitude 
to any enumerated aiticle chargeable with duty 
shall pay the same rate of duly with the article 
which it most reseiobles, would save a large sum 
annnally to the revenue, and prevent touch an- 
noyance and litigation between the importer and the 
officers charged with the collection of the customs, 

Of the public debt. 


linpotta~ 


States on its last bond to William Armstrong. su- | 


perintendent at Fort Gibson, by order of the secre- 
tary of war. Though this suia was in fact received 
and expended on those days, i! did not find its way 
into the office of the register until the 4th of March 
1841, on which day it appears on his books both as 
a receipt and an expenditure. 

Thus and to this extent, within the last four years, 
were the expenditures pushed beyond the amonnt 
of the revenue. They were made to absorb the 
surplus in the treasury and tlie outstanding debts 
due to the United States, so that the treasury was, 
on the 4th of March, 1841, exhausted of its means 
and subject to heavy aud unmediate liabilities, It 
was already burdened wilh a debt incurred in time 
of peace, and without any adequate resources ex- 
cept the authority granted by law to augment that 
debt. 

As yet no provision has been made to reduce 
| this debt or to check its constant and rapid increase. 
We find it, therefore, as "far as past legislation and 
financial arrangement characterizes it, a permanent 
and increasing national debt, The teroporary ex- 
pedients by which it has been sustained do not at 
all vary its essential character. : 

The attention of congress is respectfully invited 
to the necessity of early and effectual measures to 
prevent its furtherangmentation. The obvious re- 
medy is to increase the revenue as far as may be 
without unreasonably burdeniog commerce, aod to 
reduce the expenditures within the Hanits of striet 
economy. 

But as it inay not comport with the views of con- 
gress to go into a revision and adjustment of the 
customs so long before the act of March 2, 1833, 
comes to have its final and permanent operation, 
the nndersigned would respecttully recommend, as 
a temporary measure, the levy of a duty ol 20 per 
cent. ad valorem on all articles which are now tree 
; of duty, or which pay a less duty than 20 per eent. 
[except gold and silver, and the articles specifically 
‘enumerated in Lhe 5th seetion of the act of March 
2d, 1853. 


there will be received into the treasury [roin eus- 
toms, in the last quarter of the present year, about 
15.300,000 dollars; in all of the year 1842, ahout 
| 22.500,000 dollars; antl in the year 1843, after the 
final dnetion under thé act of March 2, 1833, abont 
| 20.800.000 dollars. The defails of this estimate 
| will he fonod in the accompanying paper, marked 
E, and enclosures. 

It is believed that, after the heavy expenditures 


shall have been provided for, the revenues whieh 
will acerue froin that, or a nearly proximate rate ol 
duty, will be sufficient to defray the expenses of go- 
verntoent, and leave asurplus to be ananally applied 
fo the gradual payment of the national debt, leaving 
the proceeds of the publie lands to be disposed of 
as congress shall think fit. 

The general priociptes on which the final revi- 
sion of the tariff is to rest are perhaps simple and 
easy to be apprehended, bat the work of revision 


itself, in its adaptation and detail, must be a work | than treasury notes, 


If this measure be adopted, it is estimated that | 


| 


required for tlie publie service in the present year | 


But it is not expected tliat any modification of 
the revenue laws wall be operative to supply the 
immediate wants of the treasury, and to pay the 
debts which fall due in the present and in tlie ensu- 
ing year. A further loan is necessary to effect 
these objects, and the only questions that can arise 
are as to the mode of procuiing the loan, the cha- 
racter of the securities, and the assumed duration 
of the debt. 


It would, in the opinion of the undersigned, be 


| unwise to charge upon the commerce or the re- 


sources of the country, in any forin the burden of 
paying at once, or at all hastily, the national debt. 
Betore that 1s done, measnres ot restoration and re- 
lef are required. The currency of the country 
should be restored, and coininerce and industry re- 
lieved frora their present state of embarrassinent 
and depression, and a benign and liberal policy on 
the part of the general government shonld call forth 


| once more the hardy industry and active enterprise 


o oui people, and the vast resources of our coun- 
ry. 

If we assume the period of from five to eight 
years as that in which this debt can be paid withont 
inconvenience and embarrassment—and the time 
appears to be sliorl enough—we have one of the 
most essential elements ou which to form our judg- 
ment as to the best and inost convenient mode in 
which the loan can be kept up, and the credit of 
the government sustained. 

Tn the inception and during the progressive in- 
erease of a national debt, the issues of treasury 
notes, though dangerous aud delusive, have yet 
their advantages. They need not be issued faster 
than the actual wants of the treasury requires and 
the power to issue any given sum is, lor all effec- 
live purposes of immediate expenditure, a lund in 
the treasury. available to that amount. Bat, when 
the debt has acquired ils maximum and ceases to 
accumulate, or when it becomes larger than the 
amount neeessary to be kept on hand to meet the 
current wants of the treasnry, these advantages 
disappear. This mode of loan then becomes to The 
government what the sale 1n maiket of new prorois- 
sory notes, fer the purpose of raising money to take 
up old promissory notes, is to an individual. It is 
the issue of treasury notes to take np other treasury 
notes year after year in succession; and, under those 
cireuimstances, it is inconvenient and expensive, 

But the raising of money by the issue of lreasury 
notes is objectionable, because it is deceptive; bye 
this means a heavy debt may be raised and fastened 
perinanently upon the conntry, the amount of new 
issues being involved with the pay men! of the old; 


| while the people, and even those who administer 


the finances, inay not be impressed with the iim- 
portant fact that a national debt is created or in 
the proeess ot creation. 

Therefore, in the opinion of the undersigned, 
when a national debt does exist, anit must can inue 
for a tire, it is better that it should be made a 
funded debl, according to our ancient financial usage, 
It is then sheltered liy no cover, and is the subject 
of no delusion — It is open, palpable, true; the eyes 
of the eonntry will be upon it, and will be able at a 
glance to mark its reduction or its increase; and it 
is believed that a loan tor the requisite amonnt, 
having eight years to ran, but redeemable at the 


will ol the government, on six months’ notice, 
could be negotiated at a much less rate of interest 
Mueh expense worl also be 


of time. It should be dane on calm reflection and | saved in dispensing with the machinery of the issue 


careful deliberation, with a view to reconcile, as 
far as possible, the conflicting opinions, and to pro 
mote all the various interests of the whole people 
of these United States. And it may be important, 
in that adjustment, not only to reciprocate on lair 
and equal principles, and in a liberal spirit, the 
concessions which may be accorded to our com- 
merce by foreign nations, but also to do justice to 
our own cilizens by meeting in a like equal spirit 


and payment and cancelling of treasury notes. 

tus therefore respectinily recomuended that a 
sum sufficient to pay the deb! at present existing, 
and such as will necessarily accrue in this and the 
ensuing year, be raised on toan for the time and 
on the condition above suggested. 

On keeping and disbursing the public moneys. 

The undersigned would abo respectfully invite 
the attention of congress to the present mode of 


234 


keeping and disbursing the publie moneys; and also 
to the subject of the creation or empluywent of a 
fiscal agent to be charged with the perlormance of 
these aud other duties. The subject ts one ol 
great importance, both to the government and the 
couiguniy. Such agent or depository ought to 
unite, in the highest p-acticable degree, the safety 
ot the pablie famis, and couventeoce aud economy 
ju their "administration; and it should, it po-sible, 
be so selected or lined as to exert a salutary in- 


fluence over the business and currency of the | 


country. 

Tue mode of keeping and disbursing the pubhe 
money, provided by the aet ol July 4 1840, wull 
be foand, on comparison with that heretofore chiel- 
ly nsed by the government, eminen'ly d. ficient in 
all these essential requisites. Tne financial histo- 
ry ot the United States, especially ior the last 
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| chartered by congress as a depository of the public the country, it is important, as far as possible, to 


|inoneys and as a fiscal agent. We have liad, also, | obviate objections and reconeile opinion. 

Fat two intervals, amounting to about nine years, | If such an institution can be so conceived in prin- 
¡state bauks employed tor like purpozes; and, during ‘ciple and guarded in its details as to remove all 
the remainder of the tige, the lands of the govern- | scruples touching the questioa of constitutional 
ment have been kept and the finauces administered | power, and thaa avoid the objections which have 
partly by hanks and pa ty by individual officers, been urged against ‘hose heretolore ereated by con- 


ant agents The losses sustained by state banks, 
as depositories, during the Gest period of their em- 
ployment, extending trom 1811 to 1316, agreeably 
to a statement prepared by the secretary ol the trea- 
| sury in 1833, and revised aud republished in 1837, 
were $3,000 676. Inthe latter period, thom 1833 
| ta 1837, though no actual loss is believed to have 
| ocenired, yet the treasury and the country suffered 
Incouvemlence and embarrassinent Irom the fiscal 
arrangements with those numerous and disconnect- 
ed mstitutions. 


Bat, during the torty years that | 


twelve years, lurvishes abundan! pool that the pub- | the two banks ol the United States were the depo- 
lie money is u safe in the custody of liidtvidaals, | si'oiies of the public money and the fiseal agents 
and that their official bonds are no sutlicient secust | of the governinent, no loss whatever was sustained, 
iy for its sale-keeping and faithful applicatton.— [nor any delay or any expense incurred in transinit- 
Within the period above named many receiving of | ting or disbursing the public moneys, so lar as the 


ficers connected with the treasury deparlinent lav: 
become detaulters to the government. The azgre- 
gate loss foin that eause within that period, as 
shown hy the books of the department, amounts to 
$2,620,590, but a small part of which will probably 
be recovered trom their bonds, It is true that, in 
any systero which can he adopted, some patt ol the 
publie money must, in the process -of collection, 
pass through the hands of individuals, and be sub- 
ject to their defaleations; but the act of July 4, 
1810, extends and conligues the risk beyond the 
period of collection, and it subjects large masses, 
which, in the fluctuations of commerce, sometimes 
accumulate, to the same dangerous custo:ly. 


Not only is the public money in the hands of in- 
dividuals more exposed to loss Irom ordinary de- 
falcations than when deposited in a well-regulated 
bark; but the government is also liable to the risks 
of fire, robbery, and other casualties, occurrirg 
either in deposite or transmission, from which it is 
entirely protected when a well-regulated bank is 
the depository and the fiscal agent. 


'The present system is also, in many respects, 
cumbrous and inconveient. {ts tendency is to 
centre the disburseroents of the public moneys at 
some of the eastesn cities, chiefly at New York.— 
That being the great commercial emporinin of the 
United States, 1s the point at which funds are the 
most valuable, and, therefore, the most sought; 
hence those who are entitled to payments out of 
the public treasury claim them there. It is tine 
there isa general discretion in the head of the de- 
partment to refuse or grant the favor of sneh pay- 
1aents according to its convenience; but when the 
currency is deranged, and the premium on ex- 
changes is high, this discretion involves dtserimi- 
nation to a large amount among creditors equally 
entitled. It then becomes a dangerons discretion, 
and one that ought not to exist. But, under the 
present systein, it cannot be avoided, save ig a lew 
cases, without discharging every public liability at 
the most favored point. This would at once centre 
all the disbursements al a lew of the eastern cities, 
and involve the treasury in the risk and expense of 
transporting the public Tunds from the various 
points of collection to the places of disbursement. 

An item of less importance, but still worthy of 
consideration, in settling on a permanent and eco- 
nomical arrangement, is the direct expense of the 
present system, including the cost of buildings for 
the deposite of the public money, and the salaries 
of the officers and their clerks who receive and dis: 
burse it. No portion of this risk, inconvenience, 
orexpense need to be incurred where a well-regu- 
lated bank is made the fiscal agent, 

But the present systein is also, in the opinion of 
the undersigned, injurions to the businessand. cnr- 
rency of the country. {nstead of permitting the 
credit and the finances of the government to bend 


their indirect but elficient aid in sustaining the ere. | 


dit and regulating the enrrency of the country, it 
brings into direct hostility those important interests 
In the progress of the systema sufficient amount ol 
gold and silver to supply the wantsof the treasury 
must be withdrawn fiom cireulation and locked up 
in vaulls, leaving no representative to supply its 
place io the general circulation. ij 


agency ol those institutions extended. Then, as 
rezards the wants of the treasury merely, the sale- 
ty of the publie lands, and economy in their adini- 
nistration, experience has tlemonstrated the supe- 
rior utility of a bank constituted and adopted by 
| congress as a fiscal agent. ft has also proved to us 
that the active business of the country, its curren- 
cy, its credit, its industry, and its commerce, are 
intimately connected with and dependent npon the 
financial arrangeinents of the general government. 
If they be wise and beneficent, they indirectly, but 
efficiently promote those great interests of the peo- 
ple; if constant and uniform in their action, they 
| give to those interests confidence and stability, 

Since the removal of the public deposities Irom the 
Bank of the U. States, in 1833, the government has 
| had no permanent fiscal agent and no definite finan- 
cial system. All has been experiment, transler and 
change. The business of the country has yielded 
to the unsteady impulse, and moved Jorward with 
wild irregularity; atone tiine s'imulated to excessive 
| action, at another sunk into lethargy, And, in pro- 
| viding for the wants ol the treasury, it is surely im- 
portant to look, also, to the wants and welfare of 
the cominonity, from the products of whose indus- 
try the treasury is supplied. 

Aud as regards those great inleresls, we find Ihe 
testimony of past years is na less distinct and strong 
| in favor of a moneyed institution chartered by the 
| general government, and possessed of its confidence 
jand credit. The period embracing the last ten years 
[of the existence of the late Bank of the United 


H 


States as the fiscal agent is fresh in the memory of 
jus all, and is looked back to as a period of great pub- | 
lic prosperity; aod though other causes did, doubt- | 
less, co-operate to produce thatfavorable condition of 


things, yet one of the governing principles on which 
depended the steady advance ofthe country in coro- 
inerce, in iodustry and in substantial wealth, was 
| the existence of a fiscal agent established by the ge- 
| neral government, and charged with the equaliza- 
;tion ol exchanges, and the regulation of the cur- 
rency. 
ln the present condition of our country, the re- 
liel to be anticipated fro such an institution can- 
nol be immediate, but inust be the work of time. 
| The business of the country would, however, in the 
|opinion of the undersigned, steadily and certainly 
revive under its influence. 
In whatever point of light the undersigned is able 

to view this subject, he is irresistibly led to the 
‘conclusion that soch fiscal agent, so tramed as to 
possess those important lunctions, is alike essential 
lo the wants of the treasury and of the community. 
Such an institution shoold be framed with delibera- 
lion, for it must have high duties to perfona, and 
| extensive interests fo protect and promote; and it 
should be granted with care, lor it will be liable to 
great and dangerous abnses. 
the government, and an effective regulator of the 
currency in a wide spread community, it should be 
| Stealy and uniform in its action, and Axed ant stable 
in its character, 


j 


|j has proved its necessity to carry out other expressly 
granted powers; it has been. exercised and recog- 
| niseid by the legislative and executive departments 


A large amount, also, in the hands of those who! of the government during lour-ftths of the whole 


pay to ur receive Iron the treasury, is equally with- 
d:awn from general circulation, and made ta flow 
through those channels alone whicti lead into. and 
outol the publie collers.. The other avenues of 
eamiperce. and intercourse are thus deprived of 
their proportion of the precious metals, 

Within the filly-two years dating which onr 
constitutions) govermoent has existed, we have 
had, for two periods of twenty years each, a bank 


period of our national existence, and it has receiv- 
ed the uniform sanction of our highest Judicial tri- 
hunat. 

Yettbat power has been questioned by many 
wise and patriotic statesmen «hose opinions are en- 
titled to consideration and respeet; and ina measure 
hke this of high political import, which, if wisely 
conceived and cordially concurred in, must have a 
great and enduring influence on lhe prosperity of 


As the fiscal agent of | 


The undersigned has no doubt of the power of 
| congress to create such an institution. Experience | 


‘gress, it will, ip the opinion ol the undersigned, 
| produce the happiest results, and coofer tasting and 
| inportant benefits on the country. 

The undersigned, therelore, respectfully recom- 
| menila the ereation of such fiscal agent, and the re- 
| peal of the act of July 4th, 1340, providing “for 
| the collection, sale-keeping, transler and disburse- 

ment of the pubhe revenue,” except the penal pro- 
| visions thereol, which will probably require revi- 
‘ston and modification, All which is respeetfally 
submitted. T. EWING, sec of the treasury. 

Treasury departiment, June 2, 1841. 


FROM THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 
Department of war, May 31, 1841. 

Sin: I propose to bring to your notice, at the pre- 
sent time oniy such inatiers coufided to the superin- 
tendence of the department of war as, from their na- 
lure or pressing emergency, or from the general 
interest they exeite, you may deem proper to com- 
municate for the information of congress and the 
public. 

Although the inspections directed since the ad- 
jourtiment of congress have been imade with the 
greatest prouptoess, and furnish an extensive body 
of information in regard to the state of the public 
defences, as well as to the discipline and efficiency 
of the ariny, and bear full and satisfactory testimony 
to the importance of the inspector’s department, yet, 
from the limited time allowed, and the immense ex- 
tent ol tenitory over which the numerous establish- 
inents connected with the military service are dis- 
tributed, the inspections are necessarily incomplete; 
and it is therefore not designed to notice all the con- 
siderations suggested by the inforination they afford 
until a fnture occasion. 

In the general condition and disposition of the 
army there has been no inalerial change since the 
last annual report froin this department. The regu- 
lar force stationed in Florida, consisting of eight re- 
giments, and numbering, in the aggregate, by the 
last returns, five thousand and filly-seven, it has 
been found expedient to continue in service in that 
territory. 

A few incursions by small detatchments of our 
troops into the lastness of the enemy, by which 
their atrocities have been signally visited upon their 
own heads, have been the only exceptions to the 
| general cessation of hostilities which took place last 
fall, soon after the regiments, reinforced by new re- 
ernits and provided wilh every necessary supply, 
were prepared for active operations; nor have they 
been renewed since that time. Offers to negotiate 
from several chiefs. the device by which those crafty 
warriors have so often baffled our arins at the period 
most propitious fo suceess, were renewed under 
such circumstances as induced the commanding ge- 
peral once more to embrace them. ‘he strongest 
confidence appears to have been felt that, with the 
aid ol a suitable amount of funds, applicable to that 
object, the whole ol the hostile banus might soon be 
pu to surrender, and abandon the country. 

his line of policy, though tardy in its results, con- 
| tinued to hold out such hopes of comple success as 
to encourage the late administration io the belief 
that this protracted war had at last been brought so 
near a close as to be no longer a subject of particnlar 
| interest or anxiety. For these reasons it was not 

thought expedient to check or interrupt the negotia- 
tions in promiess on the 4th of March last, by direct- 
ing a different mode ol operations. The result so 
| far, since the negotiations were renewed in the fall, 
has been the sunender of four hundred and thirty 
one Indians, including about one hundred warriors, 
ail of whoin have been transported to. the country 
assigned them, west of the Mississippi. Some ex? 
| pectation is still indulged by the officer io command 
| that the remaining bands which have so long in- 
| lested the upper and northern districts of the penin- 
sula will surrender in a short tine; but I regret to 
state that but little hope can be justly cherished that 
this unhappy and wastelul war, which has already 
cost so greala number of valuable lives, and so 
j many milhons of public treasure, will be terminated 
without still further sacii&ces, It appears that, alter 
six months of negotiation, no access has been had 
| to the principal and most powerful chief, or to any 
| ať his lollawers, Directions have accordingly been 
given for the inost energetic and eflective prasecu- 
tion ot the war the moment farther negotiations 
shall appear to he useless. Steps have also been 
jtaken to merease the efficacy of the means now at 
the disposal of the officer in command; and, in the 
mean time, the retrenchment of every expendilure 
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connected with the service, for purposes no: essen- 
tial in Indian warfare, has been earnestly enjoined. 

The many wrighty consideralions which invite 
the immediate attention of congress to the subject of 
the public defences generally, and particuiaily to 
the works absolutely necessary io the security of 
our great commercial emporinins, and the keys lo 
our most valuable resources, of every kind inust be 
so generally understood and appreciated tiat no- 
thing this department can urge could add ary thing 
to their force and conclusiveness. To say nothing of 
the destruction of property, and our weakened con- 
dition in a military point of view, attendant upon 
the carrying of any of our most assailable noints, 
the penetration of our territory and the seizure of 
even one ol aur strong holds by a powerlul enemy 
upon the sudden outbreak of war, it would s em 
fo be equally the dictate of patitotisin and wisdom 
to make due piovisinn against the infliction ol such 
insults to the natiogal honor and character. 

It has heen urged as an objection to the fnther 
progress of the works heretofore projected tor the 
delence of our extensive sea coast, that the recent 
experiments in the use of steam power in ocean 
navigation, and the ready application of the satoe 

owerlui agent to the defence of our principal har 

ors, together with the late inventions in the means 
ol increasing the destructiveness ol shells, must 
soon introduce an entire change in the system of 
coast detence, as well as maritime war ia general. 
It is true that the mental activity, characteristic ol 
the age in every other art and science, bis not heen 
less linitfut in suggesting improvements in the ait 
of war, the valne ol same of which has already been 
tested in practice, and doubtless others will, in tiine, 
prove equally successful. Iu uo department of pub- 
lic allaiis may the natural connexion and depen- 
dence between all the sciences and inventions of 
art be more beneficially illustrated than in (he im- 
provement of tlie means of national defence. That) 
the cause of humanity will be promoted in propor- 
tion as the existing systenis and means of defensive 
warfare are perfected by new improvements, in aí- 
lording to all nations greater security to the inde- 
pendent enjoyment ot their own acquisitions and 
forms of society and government; in putting the 
weak upon a more equal footing with the strong; 
in rendering wars less frequent, and allowing all 
the arts of peace to flourish in uninterrupted vigor, 
canuot be doubted. Tt is a source of much giatifi- 
cation to observe that several gentlemen of high 
professional distinetion in the ariny are einploying 
theinselves in tliese appropriate studies. But while, 
in carrying forward the plans devised in former 
years, due regard should be had to the improve- 
ments already introduced in the means of detence, 
and, as far as practicable, to such modifications as 
may be rendesed necessary by future discoveries, 
we must take care, by the most efficient application 
of the ineans already known and approved, not to 
lose the advantage of present security. 

The array ol well antenticated facts and results 
of past experience, and the well sustained reason- 
ing tounded upon them, exhibited in the report of 
the board ol officers reterred to in the accoupany- 
ing letter of the chief of the carps of engineers, ap- 
pear to be conclusive in favor of completing the 


| 


system of defence therein recommended, so far, at| the most salutary regulations. The necessary de- |in the Potomac bridge. 


least, as to place the country in what is denominat- 
€d a good state of defensive preparation against any 
sudden occurrence of war. To this extent tlie cam- 
pletion of the works beretofore projected may be re- 
garded as indispensable, however defective they 
may be as a pertect systeto of national defence. It 
will be seen from the estimates stated in the report 
alluded to, that to eflect that object will require an 
appropriation of $9,693,517 upon the fortifications, 
and $2,493,000 for the armaments; making together 
the sum of $12,186,517. The obligation of the go- 
verument to apply this sum to the objects conteia- 
plated as speedily as the nature and due permanence 
ol the several constructions will admit, is rendered 
imperative and absolute by every consideration of 
public safety anit public honor. 

It is estiinated by the chief engineer that the 
sum of $1,435.500 can be judiciously and most bene- 
ficially applied upon these essential works, of de- 
tence during the remainder of the present vear, in 
addition to the appropriations heretofore made for 
the same objects. The expenditores in this branch 
of the service have been more considerable in the 
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sible efficiency in the shortest time. This course 
appeared to be called lor by the unsettled and threat- 
ening aspect ol our foreign :elations. While the 
whole of the resources at the disposal of this depart- 
| ment for this service were thus ordererl to be ap- 
plied to such unfinished works as could be inade 
available, in whole or in part, in a reasonable time, 


tions were at the saine time given tu supply, with- 
out delay. the works already completed with their 
appropriate armament, 

The promptitude and liberality with which the 


| public lands in that state responded to the recent 
appheatton of the departinent to be put ia posses- 
| ston of the works constructed on Siaten Fland, un 
| der the supervision aml at the expense of that state, 
lor the defence of New York hiaihor, deserve the 
thanks of the country, and stionld be Turher ac 
knowledged by the immediate appropriation of the 
sum detnanded us a compensa ion for the gionnd 
upon which they are situated. The works are ie 
garded asol great importance to the object for 
which they were designed, and they are now in a 
course of repair and improvement, under the direc 
lion of a competent ollicer of the corps of engineers 
The correspondence between this department and 
the governor of New York, and the report of the 
chiel engineer, will show the terms upon which 
the title to this property will be vested 1n the U. 
States. 

It will be seen from the accompanying report 
froin the ordnance depattinent, that some additional 
appropriations for that service are believed to be 
important to the public interest. 
ed for is $220,000. ‘Fhe importance of the opera- 
tions of this depa tinent, and its immediate counex- 
ion with the national defence, in providing guns, 
gon-carriages, and other munitions, will at once be 
perceived. 

It is necessary that the attention of congress 
should be called to the policy recently adopted in 
the management of the public armories. The duty 
of increasing, by every practicable means, the effi- 
ciency of these important establishments, not less 
than a due regard to economy, influenced tlie de- 
partment in giving its sanction to the plan of dis- 
pensing with the civil superintendeney anthorised 
by law. Afer fuli consideration, it was believed 
that this conld be safely and advantageously done. 
Accordingly the armories are now in charge of skil- 
ful and experienced officers of the ordnance de- 
partment. One defect in the policy of taking su- 
perintendents from civil hfe, as shown by past ex- 
perience, is the want of the proper qualifications in 
the persons usually selected. Some degree of sei- 
ence, as well as a practical knowledge in the con- 
struction and use of arms, are indispensable requi- 
sites in the superintendents. The desired and pro- 
per qualifications are rarely to be found united in 


the saine person in civil life, whose services can he | 


commanded by the government. Another and 
inore serious objection to tlie system of supervision 
heretofore practised is found in the defective and 
inadequate control whieh the departinent has been 
able to exercise over the superintendents. It has 
been found iinpossible, in some instances, to inforce 


gree of deference to the orders and wishes ol the 
This probably is the inevitable result of the nature 


of the interests and influences, in no manner cpu- 
nected with the objectsof these establishinents, 


tendents. For these reasons, it i$ deemed of great 
importance that the armories should be separated, 
as far as possible, from all connexion with the parly 
politics of the day. The force of the objections 
suggested to a civil superintendence cannot be bet- 
ter illustrated than by the statements contained in 
the accompanying memoranduin of the ordnance 
departinent, which appears to be taken chiefly from 
the correspondence between that department and 
the superintendent of the armory at Harper's Feiry, 

But the expediency of continuing (be superin- 
tendency of these officers must finally be decided 
by congress. 
temporarily, the civil snperindency; but as neither 
of the late superintendents, though of much per- 
sonal worth, was regarded as possessing, in a due 
degree, those particular qnalifications which are iin- 


itis proper to state, in this connexion, that direc. | 


1 das. | 
governor of New York and the cominissicner of 


The amount call- | 


| superior authority, it is manilest, has. not be feit. | 


which too often contiof the conduct of the superin- | 


Some hesitation was felt in dropping, | 


department, shall succeed, it will be well lor the 
public service. If it shall fail, there will no longer 
be any pretext for future changes; and the depart- 
ient will look to the selection of the most compe- 
tent superintendents from the walks ol civil life, 
aud tothe means pf improving the efficiency of 
these establishments by such new regulations, un- 
der your direction, as may be suggested by expe- 
rience. 

Additional appropriations, to the amount of 
$825,637 86, are required by the pay anıl quaiter- 
master’s departments for the service of the present 
vear. The amount asked by the quarterinaster ge- 
neral appears to be indispensable — It is abont the 
sum which congress at the last session tailed to ap- 
| propriate, though ineluded in the estimates, and 
understood to be in part for arrearages tor the year 
1840; and a large portion of the present demand 
may not be improperly set down to the same ac- 
count A portion of the sum required hy the pay 
| department 15 tor arrearages of the year 1845, as 
will appear from the report of the payimaster ge- 
neral. 

The agents and superintendents heretofore em- 
ployed in the construction of the various improve- 
ments onthe lakes, the seacoast, and in the inte- 
rior, have been discharged, except such as have 
been retained at a small compensation, to guard 
some of the inost important works reinaining in at 
unfinished state, and the public property connected 
with them. In a few instances, it has been found 
expedient to employ an agent to take care of the 
property of the governinent coilected for the con- 
| struction of these works, until congress shall de- 
termine upon the question of continuing oraban- 
doning them, where there was no fund out of which 
they could be paid. Some of these agents have 
been paid from the proceeds of the sale of a por- 
tion of the public property; others can be paid 
only hy further sales or under an appropriation by 
congress, It has also been ascertained that the ex- 
penditures upon several of these works have ex- 
ceeded the appropriations made for their construc- 
tion. These arrearages are generally due to con- 
tractors and laborers in no way responsible for this 
error; and provision should therefore be made for 
the payment of them. The amount necessary to 
discharge them, as well as to pay the expenses of 
the agents employed as above stated, appears from 
the report of the chief of the corps of topographi- 
| cal engineers to be $39,997 12. 

The subject of the expediency of completing 
the Cuinberland road, and of improving certain 
harbors and the navigation of certain great rivers, 
| which may be regarded as necessary and proper, in 
inaking adeqnate provision for the publie defence, 
I propose to postpone the further notice of until 
the stated session of congress, as the considera- 
tion of it will involve the propriety of making ap- 
| propriations for various works of internal improve- 
ment not tiecessarily connected with that object, 
,and, consequently, will require more time than 
| congress, at its approaching session, may find it 

convenient to give. 

At the late session of congress, the sum of 30,000 
dollars was appropriated to be expended, underthe 
direction of this department, in repairing the breach 

Soon alter the adjourn- 
| ment, an officer of the corps of topographical en- 
gineers, distinguished alike for his science and 
practical skill, was selected to make the necessary 
exaininations, and to repost a suitable plan for the 
| execution of the work. With what skill and ac- 
euracy he has performed this preliminary service, 
wil appear from his report to the chief of the 
corps. The highest confidence being 1eposed in 
| the soundness of his judgment, it was determined 
at ance to expend no portion of the money placed 
‘at the disposal of the departinent for the accom- 
plishineut of so important a work upon a plan 
which did not promise to secure, what was held to 
be indispensable, its permanence and durability. 
From the statements contained in the report of ma- 
jor Turnbull, it is obvious that the repairs, if done 
upon the plan which formed the basis of the esti- 
mate upon which the appropriation was made, 
could not stand throngh a single season of freshet 
jorice. The question was then presented, whether 
jM was proper to commence the repairs upon the 
,only plan which promised the requisite strength 
land durability, but the cost of whieh would tar 


current quarter than usual, and hence the additional | portant in the management ol such EE E exceed the appropriation made by congress, and 
appropriations asked for are larger than they would | their removal was thought a fit occasion to intro-| which, it was known to the department, was snp- 


have been under ordinary circumstances. How 


duce a new system. Tune has not yet been allow 


| posed to be ainple for the object, or wait the sanc- 


this has happened will be explained by tie fact, | ed to test sufficiently its advantages nr defects. If) tion of that body at the approaching session. The 
that, soon alter the accession of your immediate | it shall be the pleasure of congress to allow the ex | great convenience and importance of the bridge at 
and lamented predecessor, all the ineans at the dis- | isting vacancies under the law, as it now stands, fo] this point, and the strong interest felt by the cilti- 


posal of this department were directed to be em- | contione lor a short period, the public interests will) zens of this District that the repairs should not be 


ployed upon the fortifications and nther works for| be subserved, whatever may be the result of the| delayed, urged the immediate commencement of 


the protection of the Atlantic frontier, in the inanner 
deemed best calculated to produce the greatest pns- 


experiment. 1f the pohey recommended by the 
ordnance deparlment, and so far sanctioned by this 


the work, while its questionable propriety, under 
the prospect of an immediate session of congress, 


| 
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cieuled. the department to postpone further opera- 
tons until that body should have an opportunity of 
acting upon the snojeet The nulity and inpor- 
tance of this biulge not only to the citizens af this 
city aud District, but to the carrying of the pub- 
lic anail, and to the son-hern travel at the season of 
the year when the river is obstructed by ice, are so 
generally felt and acknowledged, that I need say 
now inore to. recommend the additional appropria- 
tion required; or that the sanction of congress be 
given iu some other form, at an early day of the 
session, to tie making of the necessary repairs 
upon the only safe and durable plan which presents 
itseif. 

Another public work of great interest commit- 
ted 1o the cate. of this department deserves some 
notice at this time. The sain of $75,000 was ap- 
proprtated at the late session of congress for clear- 
ing out the Reu riverralt, The large sams ol money 


heretofore expended on this subject, the bigh expec- | 


tation indulged, alter the first successinl experiment, 
of the practicability ol etfectiug it, the subsequerntac- 


cumulation and continuance of partial obstractions, 


and the consequent disappointment of the public, | 


caused the department to give ils early and serious 
attention to the subject. Believing that congress, 
in making this appropriation, indalged the hope 
that it woold be all (hat would -be required for the 
competion of the work, the departinent, resolved 
that the highest degree of permanence and mility 
attainable by the use ol the means placed at its dis- 
posal should be accomplished, directed that an of- 
ficer of the highest credit for silk aud judgment 
should proceed withont delay to ascertain the na- 
ture, extent and caases of the obstructions which 
interropt the navigation of that river, and to sub- 
mit a plan for their removal. That officer has not 
yet reported to the department, It is intended that 
the steam and snag boats, aller being repaired, shall 
ascend Red river, while it continues in a navigable 
state, to the point of obstruction; bat it 1s not de- 
sigued to enter upon the work until autumn. This 
policy, as will fully appear from the report of the 
chtet of the topograpiucal engineers, and the ac- 
coinpany ing letter ol the superintendent, was dic- 
tated by a sound econoiny, it not by the necessity 
ot the case. 

A practice has prevailed in the Indian department 


of inaking payment trom moneys drawn from tbe | 


treasury under appropriations by congress, without 
regarding, in all cases, the objects of the appropria- 
tions as specified in the law. 

Tins practice virtually defeats that provision of 
the constitution which declares that no inoney shali 
be drawn troio the treasury except ander appropri- 
ations by congress; tor {he object of this provision 
must lave been not merely that money shall not be 
drawn froin the treasury withoat being duly appro- 
priated, bat that it shall be paid only lor objects 
speeified in the acts ob appropriation, 

The practice of inaking payments under such 
circumstances—that is, of taking money drawn from 
the treasniy under an appropriation for one object, 
and applying it to the payment ot accounts, and for 
objects lar wtuch no appropriation has been made— 
renders the reports of the condition of the treasury 


entirely fallacious, and utterly destroys all confid- | 


ence in them. The true condition of the treasury, 
or of its liabililies, is not and cannot be presented 
under such a practice. 

The Lucian departinent has favored itself in the 
means of practising this irregularity by another 
usage, direcily in contravention of the law of con- 
gress requuing that unexpeuded balances of appro- 
priations, at the expiraliou ol {wo years shall revert 
to the treasury. Tt has been customary, betore the 
expiration ol the two years, to withdraw from the 
treasury the balances uot actually required for dis 
bursement withia te specified period; and these 
balances have been placed in the hands of disburse- 
lng agents, forming a very large lund, from whieh 
payments lave been m ule [roin tine to tune for oh- 
jects lor which no appropriations have been made 
by congress, “Phe amount of finds tn the hauda ot 
thes» special agents of the department has. ranged, 
on an average, trom two to three hundred thousand 
dollars for the las! seven or eight years, and this has 
bren geurrally deposited in banks selected. at. the 
direction ol the agent hunselt, 

Uuder these circumstances, the disbursing agents, 
having received moneys under authorised. heads of 
appropriation, which have been applied. to objects 
not sanctioned by law, have had their accounts 
brought into such a condition as will not allow of 
their settlement at the treasury without special ap- 
propriation by congress; and heuce there are dis- 
bursing agents who have been unable to obtain a 
settlement during several years, ait whose ac- 
counts are still open, notwithstanding the act ofcon- 
gress, most salutary in its object, requiring a settle- 
iment annually ou the first of October, 


As one irregularity is often the parents of another, 
so, under the usage of the Indian bareaa, by which 
large amounts of money bave been held by disburs- 
ing agents, which shonld have reverted to the trea- 
sory, these agents have hac the means of loaning, 
and have actually loaned, large sums, within the 
| last lew years, to neet the necessities of the treasu- 
ry in other departinents of the government or other 
| and distinct branches of tbe Indian department; and, 
lin this manner,a system of accommodation has 
i obtained withont responsibility and unknown to the 
law. 

The evils of the practice the subject of these re- 
marks, will sufficiently appear when it is considered 
that they are precisely those which it was the object 
| of the provision in the constitution, prescribing the 
| mode of drawing money from the treasury, to guard 
against; and those also which were intended to be 
counteracted by the law of congress requiring that 
unexpended balances shall revert to the treasury at 
the expiration of two years. 

In the present condition of the accounts of dis- 
bursing agents, it is impossible to ascertain the pre- 


cise amount of payinents requiring appropriations 
| by congress for their final adjustment at the treasu- 
ty, but the amount is known, thns far, to exceed 
| $200,000, and it will probably require $250,000, and 
possibly $300,000. 

It would be easy to multiply remarks upon the 


| 


[SUD DIET) of this practice of the department. | 
{ 


The objections to it are numerous and weighty, 
land some of them are founded so deeply in vital 
principles as to deserve some further notice in this 
report. 

| All officers hold their powers ia trust under the 
| obligation of fulfilling the objects for which those 
| powers were granted. Congress is entrusted with 
the power of granting money for objects to be ac- 
complished by executive agents. If the agents di- 


trust. Butas all the officers of the government are 
presumed to have in view the common good, con- 
gress, more or less, relies upou the execntive agents 
to indicate the objects requiring appropriations, 
with estimates of the amounts necessary for their 
accomplishment, ‘This confidence in executive 
agents seems to have been regarded, in some cases, 
as an implied authority in the agent to undertake 
objects not yet sanctioned by congress, the agents 
looking prospectively for tbat sanction. But it this 
discrelion is to be tolerated under any pretence 
whatever, for objects however apparently needful 
or inportant, the ebecks and gnards providee by 
the constitution and the laws are at once removed, 
and the most dangerous experiments may be made 
with the public money, having no higher sanction 
than tbe Judgment of tbe heads of departments, 
while the discretion thus exercised at the fountain 
is liable to become licentinusness in the subordinate 
agents, resulting in (rands and defaleations of ex- 
traordinary cbaracter and magnitude. 


The attention of the department has been direct- 
ed to the subject of Indian treaties, and particular- 
ly to the manner in whieh some of those recently 
ipade have been execnted, involving the disburse- 


subsistence of Indians. 

The frands that have been practised in the south- 
west have been to some extent inquired into. but a 
full disclosure of all the facts has not yet been ar- 
rived at. Enough has, however, been brought to 
light to establish a conviction that certain contrac- 


greater portion of which is believed to have been 
the direct (runt of gross fraud upon the governinent 
or the Indians, practised by biibing some of the sn- 
bordinate 1nstrnineuts in the public employment, or 
thronghi the mismanagement of higher public agents, 
who can only sereen theinselves lroin the suspicion 
lof a connivance in the trands by submitting to the 
imputation of gross negligence, iguorance or in. 
competency in the perforinance of their duty. 
Fram the involved character of these transactions 
and the dillieulty of procaring full and precise in- 
forination, it has been tound impossible as yet to fix 
upon the point where these trauds commenced, or 
to ascertain the boundaries of responsibility among 


whose direct or indireet instrumentality, conni- 
vance or ignorance the contractors were able to 
consnininate their unprincipled designs. This in- 
vestigation has been prosecuted with the most pain- 
ful reluctance, though persevered in onder a. para- 
mount sense of duty; and enough has been disclosed 
to suggest an ingniry whether the guilty recipients 
may not be compelled to refund. their iniquitous 
| gains to the treasury by process of law. 
All of whivh is respectlally submitted, 
JOHN BELL 


To the president. 


| vert the money to other objects, there is a breach of 


ment of large snins of money for the emigration and | 


tors have realized the most enormous profits, the | 


the numerous publie officers and agents through | 
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FROM THE NAVY DEPARTMENT. 
Navy department, May 31, 1841. 

Srr: The appropriations made at the last session 
of congress will be found amply sufficient to cover 
the expenditures for the current year, under the se- 
veral heads of appropriation, unless it should become 
necessary or be deemed proper to assume another 
and larger basis of operations than that on which the 
estimates from the departinent were founded. 


The state of the navy pension fund will require 
the immediate action of congress. Under the ope- 
ration of the act entitled “an act for the more equi- 
table administration of the navy pension fund,” that 
fund has been exhausted. It will be seen, from the 
accompanying report of the commissioner of pen- 
sions, that there will be required for the payment of 
navy pensioners, on the Ist of July next, the sum of 
$88,706 06; and on the Ist of Jannary, 1842, the 
further sum of $69,000. In addition to these sums, 
about $6,000 will be reqnired to pay arrears of pen- 
sions which will probably be allowed between July 
next aud the Ist of January, making 1n the whole 
$163,716 06. To meet these payments, there is 
within the control of the department the sum of 
$28,040; leaving a deficiency of $135.666 06, which 
tbe public faith requires should be promptly sup- 
plied. 

‘The sudden return of (he Brandywine seems to 
require some explanation. From the despatches 
sent to the departinent by captain Bolton, of that 
ship, it appears that the great excitement prevailing 
in England in the early part of March last, induced 
our minister at that court to address a coinmunica- 
tion to commodore Hull, the officer commanding the 
Uoited States naval forces in the Mediterranean, the 
result of which was, that the squadron, then lying 
at Mahon, left the station with a view to get ont of 
that sea, ascertain the true state of things between 
the United States and Great Britain, and eitber re- 
sume their statton or retarn home according to the 
resulf. The Brandywineoutsailing the commodore, 
and captain Bolton having received no information 
on his voyage deemed satisiactory by him, he re- 
turned ta the United States. 

Though it is presumed congress will scarcely be 
willing to give attention to general matters nncon- 
uected with the objects for which the extraordinary 
session of that body was convoked, yet recent events 
induce me to bring to your notice, with a view to 
the action of congress, two subjects as wortliv of 
present consideration. The first is the establish- 
ient of a home squadron. While squadrons are 
maintained in various parts of the world for the pre- 
servation of our commerce, our own shores have been 
lett without any adequate protection. Had a war 
with Great Biitain been the result, as was at one 
time geoerally feared, of the subjects of difficulty 
now iu a course of adjustment between that power 
and the United States, not only would onr trade 
have been liable to great interruption, and our mer- 
chants to great losses abroad, buta naval force, com- 
paratively small, might, on our very shores, have 
seized onr merchant ships and insulted our flag, 
withont suitable meats of resistance or iinmediate 
retaliation being at the coinmand of the government, 
To guard against such a result—to be ever ready to 
repel or promptly to chastise aggressions upon our 
own shores, it is necessary that a powertal squadron 
shonld be kept afloat at home. This measure is re- 
commended by other considerations. There is no 
situation in whieh greater skill or seainanship can 
be exercised and acquired than on the coast of the 
United States; and in ao service would our officers 
and seamen become more thoroughly iuitated in all 
that is necessary for the national defence and glory. 
| In that service, aided by the coast survey now in 
progress, a thorough acquaintance would be gained 
with our own sea coust, ex'ensive and hitherto hut 
imperfectly Known—the various ports would be vi- 
sited—the bays, inlets and harbors carefally exami- 
eil—the nses to which each could be made available 
during war, either for escape. delence or annoyance, 
be ascertained, aml tbe confidence resulting from 
perfect knowledge would give tous, what we ought 
surely to possess, a decided advantage over an ene- 
my ou onr own shores. Should it be thought sesi- 
rable that such a squadron be putin commission im- 
mediately and kept constantly on duty, an additional 
appropriation may be necessary, for the amount 
of which, as well as the force deemed proper to be 
employed, | beg to refer to the accompanying re- 
port on the subject, prepared under my direction, by 
(he board of navy commissioners. 

The attention of congress has been heretofore 
earnestly invited to the state of our ordnance and 
ordnance stores, and I deem it worthy of immediaie 
consideration, A sufficient supply of suitable arins 
and munitions of war is indispensable to the success- 
{ul operation of the bravest officers and inen; and it 
canuot, froin the nature of the case, be provided 
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upon a sudden emergency. Sailors may be hastily 
collected Irom our commercial uiaiine, ships may be 
purchased, but ordnance cannot be supplied on such 
an emergency, uor can soine of the materials lor the 
preparation of ainmnzition be procured either by 
purchase or ananufacture. Hence the ordnance 
should, by a timely foresight, be provided tn ad- 
vance, aud the materials be secured, hom which a 
supply of ammunition can be speedily prepared.— 
The accompanying report from the board of navy 
commissioners shows the amount ol expenditure 
which will be required under this head. Should the 
object be deemed ot such importance and urgency 
as to require tie imunediate attention of congress, I 
respectlully recommend that an appropriation of 
one-third of the estimated amount be now made. 


The opinion seems to have become general, as 
well in the service as in the nation at large, that a 
thorough reoi ganization of the navy is demanded by 
considerations connected with the defence and ho- 
nor of the country, and in this opinion I heartily 
concur, Yet] am dully aware that any plan for this 
purpose should be the result of the most careful de- 
liberation, and Ibat it would be at once unwise and 
injurious to subinit to congress and the country any 
proposed arrangements wich should be hable to the 
charge ol haste and incousideration. Deeply sensi- 
ble, therefore, at once of the importance aud ditti- 
culty ot the measure, I have taken proper ateps to 
collect and avail myself of all the results of experi- 
ence and observation Irom those whose opportunities 
have afforded the ineans of knowledge, and theirin- 
telligence the ability to use thera profitably, and I 
entertain the bope ol being able, betore the next re- 
gular meeting ol congress, to submit for your con- 
sideration a comprehensive and well digested system 
of reform in the branch of the public service com- 
mitted to iny charge. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, 
your most obedient servant, 

GEORGE E. BADGER. 

The president of the United States. 


FROM THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 
Post office department, May 29th, 1841. 
Sim: The arrangement of business at, aud the 
manner of returus to the general post office, forbid 
a detail repoit of its operations at the approaching 
session ol congress. Ihave however, leltit my duty, 
at this tune, to call public attention to the present 


state of its finances, so far as I have yet been able 
to learn their condition. 

When first entering upon my official duties, my 
attention was lurced to the constant demands for} 
payment beyond the ability of tlie department to 
discharge; and with a view to ascertain, as nearly 


| suspending the contracts. 


as inighl be, its undisputed habilities and probable | 
means on the 21st day of March lasta letter was 
addressed to the auditor of the treasury for the 
post office department, requesting from him infor- 
mation on those subjects. A copy of which letter, | 
imatked A, is herewith submitted. Such statements 
have not been lurnished, tor reasons clearly set 
fort. in a letter irom the auditor, dated the 25th 
day of May, of which a copy 1s hereto appended, 
marked B. 


It was also important to learn, without delay, 
what were the pressing liabilities anil what the ac- 
tive funds ot the department. For this purpose, 
directions were given to the chiel clerk to state the 
amount due to contractors anterior to and for the 
quarter ending the 31st Deceinber, 1840, so lar as 
they had been reported by the auditor, and also the 
amount.in deposite, subject to draft, for the dis. 
charge of such arrearages. His report is herewith 
subinitted, marked C. 

By an examination of that statement, it will eal 
seen that there was due and unpaid to contractors, 
of ascertained balances, on the first day of January 
last, the sun of four hundied and forty-seven thou- 
sand and liweaty-nine dollars, ($447,029), à. consi- 
derable portion of which has been paid [rom the 
revenues ol the quarter ending on the 31st March, 
A report irom the auditor npon the outstanding con 
tracts will uadoubtedly, iuerease this amount ofin- 
debteduess toa total exceeding half a million of 
dollars. In addition to which, beavy demands are 
frequently made on the departinent upon uuliqui- 
dated claims. OF such demands, no notice cau be 
taken at this lime, nor isat proper that an opinion 
as to their justice shuuld be now expressed. 

Under these cireuinstances, two questions na- 
turally present theinselves: How is the depart- 
inent to be sustained under its present euibar- 
rassments? and, what are its financial hopes for the 
future? 

As no estimates, upon which can be based an an- 
swer to the first inquiry, can be presented until a 
full statement of the balances due from postinasteis 


shall have been reported by the auditor, it is passed 
with the single remark, that although it can hardly 
be doubted that a large aggregate suin willbe found 
due, it is to be feared that, fiom the swat anonnt 
of most of euch separate balances scattered through: 


out this wide-spread nation. the waut ol responsi- | 


bility in many ol these officers and many of their 
securities, and the lapse of tune since these ba- 
lances accrued, hut an inconsiderable part ol the 
amount actually due will ever be received, It there- 
lore remains for congress lo determine whether 
the amount now due to contractors shall be paid 
trom the national treasury, or whether this de- 
partment shall struggle on with its present ein- 


barrassinents, consuming its daily accruing reve- | 


nues in the partial payment of old. debts, and still 
leaving large balances which it has not the ability to 
discharge. 

Notwithstanding the heavy increased expendi- 
ture consequent upon the act of 7(h July, 1833, 
and although instead of the supposed gradual in- 
crease of revenue, the receipts for the quarter end- 
ing 31st March last, present, as compared with 
the corresponding quarter of the year before, a di- 
minutiou of more than siz per cent. still the depart- 
ment would probably find sufficient relief in its 
luture operations from the decrease of prices which, 
it may be calculated, will be hereafter demanded 
upon most of the routes, were it not for the con- 
tinually increasing exactions in other branches of 
the service. 

To present this snbject in its most intelligible 
form, the first assistant postmaster general tjas pre- 
pared a tabular view of recent proposals, that coin- 
parison may be made between the amount of pre- 
sent bids and the sums now paid for mail service 
upon the same routes, This table is hereto annexeu, 
marked D. 


On an examination of this statement, it will be 
seen that, in some cases, the ainount demanded by 
rail road companies for transportation of the mails is 
more than (wo hundred per cent. higher than is paid 
for coach seivice, upon roads forming connecting 
links between different rail road companies, upon 


| the same main route, and that too where the night 


service upon the rail roads is less than that per- 
formed in coaches. Such demands deserves more 
vonsideration liom the fact that, whilst at the recent 


lettings in New York and in the six eastern states | 


the accepted service by cnaches and other modes ol 
conveyance has been secured at an average saving 
of twenty-two per cent. upon the contracts of 1837, 
there are but few instances where the demands of 
incorporated companies have not been increased in 
such manner as imposed upon ine. the necessity ol 
Nor is the extravagant 
price demanded tor mail transportation upon rait 
toads the only manner in which these iscorpora- 
tions affect the revenue of this department. The 
facilities secured by this mode nf conveyance tor 
sending letters by private hands very seriously 
diminish the receipts of the offices upon these 
routes. A single illustration will establish this as- 
sertion, 


Boston is one of the most imporlant points of rail 
road concentration in the union, — Its business pros- 
penty is proverbial; and yet in that city the quar- 
ter ending the 31st March last, shows, as compared 
wi.b the corresponding quarter of the year belore, 
a decrease in postage receipts of three thousand one 
hundred and ninety-five dollars--beiug double the 


amount of diminution to be found, within the same | 


time, in any other post office in the nation, with the 
single exception of Philadelphia, which is another 
great lerminus ol rail road commmuiication. 

These ficts aie presented in no spiric of unkind- 
ness towards those to whose management these in- 
corporations. are intrasted, but that. | have consi- 
dered it due to our whole people to refer to this suh- 
ject as one which will ere long call for national and 
state legislation, unless a corrective be sooner ap- 
plied by public opinion. 

A considerable saving will be found in the cur- 
tailinent of service generally, directed by my im- 


n" LE ki : t 
mediate predecessor, in Inniting the transportation | 


of the mails to six trips a week upon most ol the 
routes throughoul the nation. The embarrassed 
condition of the department, ot it was to remain 
unaided by government, clearly indicated the pro- 


priety of some reduction of service, and the reli- | 


gious sense of the coininunity will certainly ap- 
prove the leeling that selects the Sabbath as the 
day on which that service should not be performed. 
Yet it canuot be denied that this order bas borne 
heavily on contractors, and in many instances 


causes great derangement in the transportation of 


the mails. f . 
Whilst in sorae sections of our country this alte- 
ration bas not only received a cheerful acquiescence, 


but i5 warily approved, there has been great ge-| 


| neral complaint of its operation and daily appeals 
| for the old facilities are pressed upon the departe 
| ment. Without entering apon this subject at large, 
it is sulficient for my present purpose io state that, 
as this order purports ta have been given to reduce 
the expenses of the department. and to aid 1 bing- 
ing them within its receipts, a return to the dor- 
mer service at this line, might well be considered 
as a declaration of iny confidence in its ability to 
sustain ibe expenditure necessary for such restora- 
tou. | have therelore felt it imperative upon ine to 
adhere to this order of curtailinent. 

The building now being erected for the general 
| post office is so far advanced as to give assurance 
that it can be coinpleted before the session of con- 
gress in December. This isinuch to be desned, 
not only lor the convenience of the transaction of 
business, but that the public property may be kept 
insecurity. Such means as are kept in my power 
are continually employed to protect the present 
hiiluing Iroin fire, but in ifs exposed condition the 
danger of destruction to the books and papers of 
the office is a source ol constant anxiety. All 
which is respectiully submitted. 

FRANCIS GRANGER. 

To the president of the United States. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION. 
We have preferred placing the official reports 


| from the several departinents at the earliest possi- 


ble pomenut before our readers, to occupying the 
pages of tbe REGISTER with fuller details of con- 
gressional proceedings at this stage of the session. 
A condensed account of what has occupied each 
house is given. 


SENATE. 

June 3. Mr. Clay, of Alabama, appeared and 

took his seat. 

After the journal was read, the president of the 
| senate announced the following as the comunittee 
| on the part of the senate to join with that of the 
| honse tu taking into consideration so inuch of the 
presidents message as relates to the deiuise of the 
| late president, viz: Messrs. Bayard, Prentiss, Ben- 
ton, Archer and Walker. 

The president also announced the select commit- 
tee to which was referred so much of tlie president’s 
message as relates to a unilor a currency, &c.— 
Messis. Clay, ol Kentucky, Choate, Wright, Ber- 
rien, King, Tathaaige, Bayard, Graham and Hun- 
tington. 

The following senators were then announced by 
the chair as the standing committees, the chairman 
of each having been ballotted for on a prior day: 
| On foreign relations—Messrs. Rives, Preston, 

Buchanan, Tallmadge and Choate. 
| On finauce— Messrs, Clay, of Ky. Evans, Wood- 
| bury, Manguin and Bayard. 

On commerce—Messrs. 
King, Barrow and Wiight. 

Ou manulactures—Messrs. Evans, Archer, Mil- 
ler, Buchanan aud Simmons, 

Ou agriculture—-Messis Linn, Woodbridge, 
Smith, of Conn. White and Simmons. R 

Oa miliary atfanis—Messrs.. Preston, Merrick, 
Benton, Archer and Pierce. 

On the mihtia— Messrs. Phelps, Kerr, Clay, of 
Ala. Barrow and Fulton. 
| On naval atfairs—Messrs. Mangum, 
Wiihams, Smith, of Ind. and Choate. 

On publie lands—Messrs. Smith, ol Ind, Tall- 
maige, Walker, Bates aud Prentiss. ` 

O^ private land clains—Messis Bayaid, Hant- 
jington, Linn, Sevier and Henderson. 

On Indian. athairs—Messrs, Morehead, White, 
Sevier, Phelps and Benton. 

Of claitis—Messis. Graham, Bates, Wright, 
Woodbury aud Woodbiidge. 5 

Ou revolutionary claiins— Messrs, Dixon, More- 
head, Smith, of Con. Sturgeon and Gratin. 

On the jadiciaty—Messrs, Berien, Clayton, 
| Prentiss, Walker and Kerr. 

Ou the post ollice—M-ssrs. H nderson, Sim- 
mous, McRoberts, Bertien and Monton. 

Ou roads and canals—Messis. Porter, White, 
| Young, Cuthbert and King. 

On peusous—Mesars. Bates, Pierce, Allen, Dix- 
on and Nicholson. 

For the District of Columbia—Messrs. Merrick, 
| Clayton, King, Mangum and Young 

On patents—Messis. Prentiss, Porter, Sturgeon, 

Tappan and Henderson. 
| Ou publie buildings-—Messrs. Barrow, Fulton 
jami Kerr. 

| On the contingent expenses —Messrs. 
| Tappan and Porter, 

| On engrossed bills—Messrs. McRoberts, Miller 
and Nicholson. 
Mr. Clay offered the following resolution: 


Huntington, Merrick, 


Archer, 


White, 
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Resolved, That the act entitled “An act to provide 
for the collection, sate-keeping, transier and disburse- 
ient of the public revenve"™ ought to be forthwith re- 
pealed, and that the committee on finance be directed 
to report a bill to that efleet. 

Mr. Clay addressed the senate op t 
and a debate ensued, principally between him and 
Mr. Calhoun Aa amendment proposed by the lat- 
ter was negatived, ayes 19, nays 27. The resolu- 
tion, as modified by Mr. Clay, was adopted, as tol- 
Iows: : 

Resolved, That the committee on finance he derect- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of repealing the act 
entitled “An act to provide for the collection, safe-keep- 


ing, transler and disburse:ment of the public revenues.” 
June 4. 


After the presentation of memorials and 
etitions—one by Mr. Tullinadge, Irom c 5 0 
ee York, and auother by Mr. Young, from citi- 
zens o1 Illinois, for a general bankrupt law—and 
another iron the same state relative to land claims. 
Mr. Clay, from the committee on huance, report- 
ed the foltowing bill; which was 1ead and ordered 
to a second reading: i 
A bill to repeal the act. entitled ‘an act to provide 
for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer and dis- 
bursement of the public revenue, and to provide 
for the punishmentol embezziers ot the public 
money.” 

Section Y. Be it enacted by the senale and house 
of representatives of the United. States in congress as- 
sembled, That the act entitled "an act to provide 
jor the collection, sale-keeping, traasfer and dis- 
burseiment of the public revenue," approved on the 
fourth July, eighteen hundred and torty, be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed: Provided, always, 
That iot any ollences which way have been com- 
mitted agaist the provisions of the seventeenth 
section ot the said act, the offenders may be prose- 
cuted and punished according to those provisions, 
any thing herein contained to the contrary notwith- 
standing. A 

Sec. 2. And be il further enacted, That if any 
officer charged with the sale-keeping, transfer or 
disbuisement of public moneys, or counected with 
the post office departinent, shall convert to his own 
use in any way whatever, or shall ose by way ol 
investment in any kind ol property or merchandise, 
or shall loan with or withoul interest any portion 
of the public moneys entrasted to bim for sate- keep- 
ing, trauster, disbuisement ov for any oher pur 
pose, every such aet shall be deemed and adjudged 
to be an embezzlement of so much of the said wo 
neys as shall be thus taken, converted, invested, 
nsed or loaned, whieh is hereby declared to be a 
felony; and the selosal to pay over, ou demand, any 
pubüc moneys in his hands upou the presentation 
ol a Warrant drawn opon bun and signed by the 
s-erelary of the treasury, shall be prima facie evi- 
dence ot such conversion to his owa use of so 
much of tlie pubue moneys as may be 10 his hands. 
Any olficer or agent ol the Unated States and all 
persons advising or knowingly and willingly paiti- 
cipating in such embezzlement, upon baug con- 
victed (hereof before any conit of the United Slates 
ot competent jurisdiction, shall, for every such ol- 
fence, tortet and pay to the United States a fine 
equal to tlie amoont of the money eiabezzled, aud 
shall sulfer imprisonment lor a term not less than 
six months nor more than five years. 

June 7. Meinoricls and petitions were present- 
ed; by Mr. Cluy from eizens of Cherokee county, 
Georgia, lor the abolishinent of (he braueh mint, in 
that stale. Mr. C. expressed his hearty concur- 
rence and his admiration of the disinterested views 
of the petitioners. 

By Mr. Tallmadge, three memorials from citizens 
of New York, lor a general bankrupt law, one from 
the cliainber of commerce of New York in favor of 
a national bank, and (roin merchants of that city te- 
lative to drawbacks. 

By Mr. Merrick, a memorial from the Patriotic 
bauk of Washington, for a renewal of charter, and 
resolutions from the legislature ol Maryland, rela- 
tive to the tobacco growing interests. 

Some conversation ensued as to any relerence of 
this watterat the present session, when it was mani- 
fest it could not be acted on. When, on motion, it 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. Clay said he would call the altention of the 
scnate to a resolution lie wished to present, growing 
out of some of the suggestions contained in the re- 

ort of the secietary of the treasnry. "That repart 
had doubtless been read. by the senators generally, 
andit would be recollected by every gentleman that it 
concluded by an explicit recommendation of a plan 
for the creahion of a Bank ol the United States. 
The secretary added the suggestion of what Mr. C. 
should be mast glad to see, thonzh he must confess 
that te bad not tull tathan its practicability, viz: a 
plo tor comlneting the fiscal. business of the gos 
veroment which shall reconcile all opinions, and 
harinonize the votes of all parties in the country. 


on the subject, 


itizens of 


However, it might be very righ( that the senate 
shoold see what is the plan which the secretary 
thought capable of etfecting a result so desirable to 
all; 1t was certainly proper that any plan that offi- 
cer might deliberately have prepared and recom- 
mended to the adoption of congress should be in 
its possession. With a view to obtain this, Mr. C. 
had prepared a resolution in the following words: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to communicate to the senate with as little delay 
as practicable a plan of such a bank, to be incorporated 
by congress, as in his opinion is best adapted to the pub- 
lie service. 

Upon this proposition a dehate took place, in 
which Messrs. King, Woodbury, Wright, Cathoun, 
Rives and Buchanan took part. 

Mr. Buchanan said he was very anxious fo see 
this ‘fiscal agent” of the honorable secretary; it 
was, it seemed to work wonders. A political mil- 
lennivm was appreaching, when the lion was to 
lie down with the lamb This fiscal agent was to 
smooth away all difficulties. The valleys were to 
be exalted, the rough places made smooth, and all 
flesh together was to see this whig salvation. This 
fiscal agent was to make money plenty, supply a 
uniform currency, and to regulate the exchanges; 
aud yet was not to be a Bank of the United States: 
He should really be most happy to see it. But if it 
was to be an agent that was to have the power of 
discounting paper, issuing notes, and dealing in ex- 
changes, let ıt be located where it might—here, at 
‘the seat of government, or in Philadelphia, or at 
New York—those who had constitotional objections 
toa Bank of the United States would find, he fear- 
ed, their objections to this new agent as strong as 
ever. Framed as it now was, he thought the reso- 
lution of the senator might leave the senate in some 
doubt as to his real purpose in this call, because 
the secretary, though he spoke of a fiscal agent, 
was iu favor of a Bank of the United States on the 
old plan; that was his first choice; though he had, 
it seemed, an alternative ready. Of all things ofa 
polical nature in ibis world, what Mr. B. wanted 
most to see was this redoubted fiscal agent of the 
secretary. 

Mr. Rives moved to amend the resolution offer- 
ed by Mr. Clay so as to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be re- 
qnested to communicate to the senate, with as little 
delay as practicable, the plan of such a fiscal agent as, 
being free (rom eonstitutional objection, will in his opi- 
nion predace the hoppiest results, and. confer lasting 
and importaat benefits on the country. 

Mr. Clay said he could not agree to the proposi- 
tion in that shape; if the zentleinan wonld say ‘a 
[bauk or fiseal agent,” aud substitute “direct” for 
“request,” he would accept of it as a modification. 

Mr. Rives replied that, although he preterred the 
! resolution as be had drawn it, yet in a liberal spirit 
of compromise he was willing so to modify it; 
there vught to be, there must be some concession 
for the sake of uniting the opinions of gentlemen. 
[Considerable objections were made (across) by 
gentlemen on the right of the chair.) 

Mr. R. said he should be glad to accommodate 
gentlemen, but he must yield to the suggestion of 
the senator irom Kentocky. 

Mr. Benton said he did not like the resolution; it 
seemed to him to open too wide a field, and to in- 
vite such a plan as never was conteinplated by the 
constitution. Its language sounded, in Mr. B’s ear, 
very hike calling for a bank “to proinote the gene- 
ral welfare.” He tad decided objection to calling 
on the head of a department lor a scheme to pro- 
mote the general weltare. 

Mr. Clay having adopted. Mr. Rives’ amendinent 
as a modification of his resolution, it was read as 
follows, and adopted nem. con. 

Resolved, Thatthe secretary of the treasury be direct- 
ed to commanicate to the sesae with as litle delay as 

ractieable the plan of such a bank or fiscal agent as, 
eing free from constitutional objection, will, in his 
opinion, produce the happiest results and confer last- 
ing and important benefits to the country. 

Mr. Benton subinitted resolutions calling for re- 
ports, which will be noticed when they are called 
up for consideration. 


Mr. Bayard, from the select committee appoint- 
ed to consider and repoit hy what token of respect 
and affection it may be proper for the congress ol 
the United States to express the deep seusibility of 
the nation to the decease of their late president, 
made the following report: 

The melancholy event of the death of Wa. HENRY 
Ilangtsox, late president of the United States, having 
occurred during the recess of congress, and the two 
house. sharing jo the general grief, and desiring to 
manifest their sensibllines npon the occasion of that 
public hereavement, therefare— 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States af America in congress assembled, 
That the chairs of the president of the senaie and 


speaker of the house of representatives be shrouded in | pan, Williams, Woodbury, 


black during the residue of the session} and that the 
Pragdent pro tempore of the senate, the speaker of the 

ouse ol representatives, and the members aod officers 
of both houses wear the usual badge of mourning for 
thirty days. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to transmit a copy of these resolutions to 
Mrs. Harrison, and to assure her of the profound re- 
spect of the two houses of congress for her person and 
character, and of the sincere condolence of the late 
afflicting dispensatioa of Providence. 

Mr. Clay said that senators would recollect that 
on the last meeting some conversation had passed 
as tu introducing a resolution which should ceclare, 
in the ontset, on what subjects it was proposed that 
congress should act at the present extra session; he 
had since then turned his attention to tne subject, 
and if no other gentleman had any resolution to of- 
fer, he would present the result of his reflection in 
the shape ol the following resolution: 

Resolved, as the opinion of the senate, That at the 
preseat session of congress no business ought to be 
transacted but such as being ol an important or urgent 
nature may be supposed to liave influenced the extra- 
ordinary convention of congress, or such as that the 
postponement of it might be materially detrimental to 
the public interest. 

Resolved, therefore, as the opinion of the senate, That 
the following subjects ovght Brst, if not exclusively, to 
engage the deliberation of congress at the present ses- 
sion— 

Ist. The repeal of the sub-treasury. 

9d. The incorporation of a bank adapted to the 
wants of the people aad ol the government. 

3d. The provision of an adequate revenue for the 
goverument by the imposition ol duties, and including 
an authority to contraet a temporary loan to cover the 
public delit created by the last administration, 

dth. T'he prospective distribution of the proceeds of 
the public lands. 

5th. ‘I'he passage of necessary appropriation bills;and 

6th. Some modification of the banking system of the 
pene! ot Columbia for the benefit of the people of the 

istrict. 

Resolved, That it is expedient to distribute the busi- 
ness proper to be done this session. between the senate 
and house of representatives, so as to avoid both houses 
acting on the same subject and atthe same time. 

After a lew briel remarks by Messrs. Clay and 
IVoodbury— 

The senate then proceeded to ballot, under the 
49th rule, for the election of officers. 

The first ballot being for secretary of the senate, 
there were 43 votes given, of which Mr. Asbury 
Dickins received 41, and was declared duly elected. 

Fot sergeant-at-arins and doorkeeper, the whole 
numbes of votes given were 42, of which Mr. Ed- 
waid Dyer received 39,and was declared duly elect- 
ed. 

For assistant doorkeeper, the whole nuinber of 
votes given were 44, of which Mr. Robert. Bealle, 
lia ing received 42, was declared duly elected. 

The bill reported yesterday trom the finance corn- 
mittee, a debate ensued, which occupied the senate 
until they adjourned. 

Jane 3. After the presentation of memorials and 
petitions, Mr. Benton’s resolution ealling for inlor- 
| raation was taken up, and, altera slight modification, 
adopted. 

'Fhe jullowing resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. Sevier, of Arkansas, was taken up and 
read: 
| Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
| requeste | to nlorm the senate why general Mathew 
Arbuckle has been removed from his command at Fort 
Gibson, west of Arkansas, to Baton Rovge, in Loui- 
siana, where there are no United States troops. 

Upon this a debate arose between Mr. Preston 
and Mr. Sevier, which was terminated by a call for 
the order ol the day, and the resolution was for the 
present laid upon the table. 

The resolution reported by Mr. Bayard, from the 
joint committee recommending that the chairs of 
the presiding officers, of both houses be shronded in 
mourning, was read a third time aud passed. 

The debate upon the bill to repeal the sub-treasu- 
ry act was restined—the qnestion being on the fol- 
lowing amendinent moved by Mr. Calhoun: 

That so much of the 5th section of the act of 23d 
June, 1836, as provides that no bank shall be select- 
ed or continued as a place of deposite of the public 
money, which shall, alter the 4th of July, 1836, is- 
sue or pay out any note or bill of a less denomina- 
tion than $5; and that no notes or bills of any bank 
be received in payment of any debt due to the U. 
States which shall, alter the said 4th of Jnly, 1836, 
issue any note or bill of a less denotnination thau 
$5, be, and same is hereby, repealed. 

After discussion the question on this amendment 
was aido sted by the following votes 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Benton, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Calhonn, Clay, of Ala. Fulton, 
Kerr, King. McRoberts, Merriek, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith. of Con. Sturgeon, Tap- 
Wright, Young—23. 
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NAYS—Messrs. Bates. Bayard, Choate, Clay, of 
Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Mangum, Miller, Moiehead, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Soutbard, 
Tallmadge, Walker, White—22. 

So the amendment to the amendment was adopt- 
ed. 
The question then recurring on the amendment 
as thus amended, it was decided by yeas and nays, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Ala. Fulton, King, McRoberts, Nichol- 
son, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Con. Sturgeon, Tappan. 
White, Williams, Wondhury, Wright, Young—t9. 

NAYS—Messts. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, ot Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, Walker, Woodbridge—29. . 

So the amendment, as anended, was rejected. 

Mr. Cluy said that the effect of the last vote was, 
to leave the bil! in the form in whick it bad been 
reported. li it should in this form pass both houses 


of congress, aud become a law, the state bank sys-! 
tem, as regulated in 1836, would he revived and | 
continue in force until a substitute should be adopt- | Evans. G 


ed by congress. : 
Mr. C. took it for granted that a substitute of 
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treasury bill, and did not wish to leave the currency 
under the control of the executive, as it would be 
ifthe repeal took place, and no especial act was 
passed. 

Mr. Calhoun yet believed that the course of the 
gentlemen on the other side was such as to leave 
|the publie money under the contral of the execu- 
tive, and he reasoned against that at length. 

Mr. Benton attempted the introductian of a reso- 


when Mr. Benton withdiew bis motion, and propos- 
ed to recotnmit the bill with instructions, which 
was negatived, veas 18, noes 28. 

Mr. Wright then took the floor, and spoke at 
great length. 

The debate was continued until near 7 o'clock, 
by Messrs. Calhoun, Benton, Tallmadge, Wright, 
Young and McRoberis—all of them speaking in 
opposition to the bill, except Mr. Zullmadge. 

The question having been taken on the passage 
bee the bill it was decided in the affirmative, as lol- 
ows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choafe, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
raham, Henderson, Huntington. Kerr, Man- 
‘gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
|tiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, 


some description would pass; but it, unfortunately, | Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge— 29. 


congress shonld be unable to agree upon any snb- 
stitute, whether iu the lorin ol a bank or other fiscal 
agent, then he presumed that congress would set 
about discharging the duty of rendering the state 
bank system as efficient and perfect as. possible.— 
Atter the gallant course pursued by the honorable 
senator fiom Mississippi, (Mr. Walker), Mr. C. 
considered it as proper for him, also, lo state that 
he would vote lor that system under no cirenin- 
stances—none whatever—none. He had ever been 
opposed to the plan, and wauld not have given 
his vote for the law of 1836 on any other ground 
than that that law contained the principle of a dis- 
tribution of thesarplus fund among the states. No, 
if gentlemen on the other side choose to put them- 
selves in command ol snch a miserable fleet, he did 
not care under what cominodore, Mr. C. and his 
friends were ready to meet them upon any sea, and 
he doubted not that the encounter would result in 
such a viciory as Perry had achieved ou one of onr 
great lakes, or the brave McDonough on another. 

Mr. Calhoun would say to the senator from Ken- 
tucky that he was fighting against an imaginary 
flag il he supposed that the gentlemen on that side 
of the house meant to contend for the state bank 
system. No. They intended to go into battle un- 
der the noble flag ol the sub-treasury. He was glad 
that the senator bad been compelled to say that tt the 
sub-treasury shonld be repealed, the law of 1836 
would be enforced. 1f that law as. it now stood 
should in practice be tound impracticable, the dilfi- 
culty would fall chiefly in the sonth and southwest, 

Mr. Clay saul he had never doubled that the law 
ol 1826 would revive; but when he had introduc- 
ed his bill to repeal the sub-treasary, he had given 
notice that that was the first in a series, and had 
avowed, opeuly, his preference fora Bank ofthe U. 
States. 1f, then, the Jaw of 1836 did revive in its 
present form, he hoped it would be hnt for a very 
short time. But, id otherwise, it must undergo a 
complete revision. ’ 

Mr. Benton proposed te amend the bill by exelud- 
ing the Bauk ot the U. S. of Pennsylvania froin be- 
ing used as a deposite bank. 

Some convers.ition eusued—It was objected to 
discriminate, else it would be proper to insert the 
Owl Creek bank. and some others, in the exclusion. 
On the amendment the yeas and nays were called; 
and were, yeas 20, nays 28. 

After luither discussion, aud some slight amend- 
ments, the bill was finally ordered to be engrossed 
by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay, of Ken, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hunungton, Kerr, 
Mangum, Merrick. Miller. Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Sinith, of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge.—30 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Ala. Fulton, King, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
of Ct. Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
Yonng—16. i 

it was then ordered to be printed; and the senate 
adjourned. 

June 9. Mr Olay gave notice that he should to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a hill to provide for 
the distribution of the proceeds of the publie lands. 

The bill to repeal the sub-treasury act having been 
reata third tune, the question being on its enzross- 
tent, Mr Woodbury took the floor, aud at considera- 
ble length addressed the senate npon the general be- 
nefit ol the sub-treasury act, and upon his adininistra- 


NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabama, Fulton, King, McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Sevier, Smith, of Conneeticaut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—13. 

And the senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The house has been occupied a considerable por- 
tion of several days in debating a resolution moved 
by Mr. IVise, that the rules of the last session be 
adopted for the government of the house for ten 
days, or until the same are revised, which Mr, 
Adams proposed to amend by “excepting the 21st 
rule," which is the rale that disposes ol petitions 
respecting abolition. This amendment alter a de- 
bate was adopted—hut a motion was snbsequently 
wade to reconsider the vote, and that motion was 
under debate when our latest accounts lett the city 
of Washington. 

Tuesday, June 8. The speaker announced the 
following standing committees: 

Elections—Messrs. Halsted, Blair, Craven, Bor- 
den, Summers, Gamble, Aaron V, Brown, Medill, 
and Jas. W. Williams. 

Ways and means—Messrs Fillmore, Gilmer, 
Botts, Samson Mason, Tho. F. Marstiatl, Rencher, 
Pickens, Joha W, Jones aud Atherion, 

Claiins—Messrs. Giddings, Sprigg, Linn, War- 
ren, Arnold, Cowen, Banks, Burke and Robert Me- 
Clellan. 

Commerce—Messrs. John P. Kennedy, Win- 
throp, ‘Foland, Rayner, Benj. Randall, Ed. D. 
White, Holines, Brewster. and Chas. Brown. 

Public lands —Messrs. Win. Cost Johnsan, Mor- 


row, Lewis Wiliams, Smith, Gentry, Bronson, | 


Howard, Chapman and Cave Jobuson. 

Post office aud. post 1oads—Messrs, Briggs, Jos 
L. Williams, Russell, Brockway, Morgan, Owsley, 
Antrew Kennedy, Hopkins and Rading. 

District of Colutubia—Messrs. Underwood, King, 
Powell, H rris, Alex. Raudall, Ricn?d. W. Thomp- 
son, Kerm, Jolin Campbell and Joha T. Mason. 

Judiciary—Messrs. Barnard, Trumbull, Max- 
well, Thomas F. Foster, Milton Biown, Pearce, 
Ingersoll, Roosevelt and Saunders. 

Revolutionary clatinsMessrs. Hall, Patrick G. 
Good», Thomas J. Campbell, Mathiot, Washing- 
ton, James, Parmenter, Wm. O, Goode and Van 
Buren. 

Public expenditures Messrs. Graham, Childs, 
Hudson, Altord, Clinton, Jeremiah Brown, Watter- 
son. Green and Littlefield. 

Private land claiins— Messrs. Moore, R. D. Davis, 
Birdseye, Gamble, Stuart, Cross, J. B. Dawson, 
Turney and Gordon. 

Manulactures—Messrs. Saltonstall, Randolph, 
Greig, Heury, Slade, Tillinghast, Nisbit, A. Mar- 
shall and Eastman. 

Agrieulture— Messrs. Deberry, Ridgway, Simon- 
ton, Doig, A. McClellen, Arrington, Mattocks, 
Shaw and Jobn Hasting. 

Indian atfairs—Messrs. Adams, Cooper, Barton, 
W. B. Campbell, Meriwether, Crittenden, Shep- 
perd, Win. Butler and Bidlack. 

Miltary atfairs—Messrs.. Win. C. Dawson, Wai- 
lace, Caruthers, Pendleton, Gogzin, Van Rensse- 
laer, Win. O. Butler, Sumter and. Miller 

Militia—Messrs. Keim, Triplett, Coles, Stokeley, 
Ward, Weller, Sweney, Lowell and S. H Butler. 

Naval affaiis—Messrs. Wise, Stanly, G. Davis, 
T. W. Williams, King, Burnell, Fessenden, Mallory 


tion of the currency. He warmly defended the sub- | and Clitíord. 


lution declaring the repeal of the sub treasury inex- i 
pedient, which the senate pronounced out ol order; 


Foreign atfairs—Messrs. Cushing, Everett, Hunt, 
John C. Clark, Allen, Proffit, Rhett, Hunter and 
Ferris. 

Territories—Messrs. Pope, C. H. Williams, Sal- 
lers, Maynard, Hays, Gates, Greeu, W. Caldwell, 
Daniel aud Dean. 

Revolntionary pensions— Messrs. Taliaferro, Rod- 
ney, Lane, L. W. Andrews, Matthews, S, N. 
Clarke, Babcock, C. A Floyd and Fornance, 

Invalid pensions—Messrs. Morris, Aycrigg, J, 
Edwards, Gerry, Gordun, Hubbaid, Doan, Stratton 
and Gustine. 

Roads and canals— Messrs. Lawrence, Joseph 
L. White, Boardman, Sherlock, J. Andrews, John 
B. Thompson, John Young, Steenrod, Wm. W. 
liwin and Beeson, 

Putents— Messrs. Osborne, Cranston, Plumer, 
Ramsay and Santord. 
Public Buildings and grounds—Messrs. Board- 


man, Augustas Young, Cranston, Bowne and 
Wood. 

Revisaland untinished business— Messrs. James, 
Stratton, Dinock, Jack and C. A. Floyd. 

Acrounts—Messis. Baker, L. W, Andrews, 
| Marchand, J. G. Floyd aud Yorke. 

Muleage—Messrs. Thomas W. Williams, Patrick 
C. Cadwell, John C. Edwards, Westbrook and Eg- 
bert. 

Expenditure in the state department—Messrs. 
Van Buren, Hudson, Oliver, Brockway and Win. 
S. Hastings. 

Expenditures in the treasury department— Messrs, 
McKeon, Samson, Mason, Partridge, I. D. Jones 
aud Janes Irvin, 

Expenditures in the war department—Messrs. 
McKay, Tomlinson, Neward, Alford and Brock- 
way. 

Expenditures in the navy department—Messrs. 
Yorke, Simonton, Burden, Stuart and Green, 

Expenditures in the post office departinent— 
Beare Lowell, Morgan, Washington, Boyd and 

ane. 

Expenditures on the publie buildings— Messrs, 
C. Johnson, Gates, Bidlack, Stokly and Houck. 

The speaker announced the nanes of the tollow- 
ing members as constituting the select coinauttee 
onlered yesterday to be appointed “on the subject 
of the currency, and. the establishinent of a suita- 
ble fi-cal aseney capable of adding increased faci- 
lities in the collection and disbursement of the pub- 
lie revenues, and rendering their custody inore se- 
| cure, 
| Committee —Messrs Sergeant, Adams, Pope, W. 
Cost Johnson, Win. C. Dawson, Botis, McKay, 
MeK-on and Rhett, 

Mr. Gilmer presented the memorial of William 
Smith ot the 12th congressional district, in the state 
of Va. covtesting the seat now held by the hon. 
Linn Bauks, which was referied to the coinmittee 
tot elections. 

The house proceeded to an election, viva voce, of 
P sergeanl-at-anns, and the following persons were 
| baliotted loi: 


Ist 3d 34 4h Sth 

Whole numberofvotes 222 221 218 216 217 
Necessary toa choice 112 112. 110. 109 109 
Mr. Dorsey 93 88 85 5t 85 
Townsend 55 71 7% 76 so 
Hooe 34 4| 47 53 523 
Biake 19 9 — — — 
Wilson nt = = — — 
Burchenal 11 123 10 5 = 
The house was abaut to praceed to a 6'h ballot, 


when Mr Ingeisoll moved a reconsideration of the 
vote hy which, on yesterday, the house hai ayzreed 
|to the amendineut of Mr. Adans, striking oul the 
| 21st rule. 

‘The house was in a ferment in a moment, and a 
question ol order arose. 

The motion was entered on the journal, and will 
come up for consideration to-morrow. 

Mr. Adams, on leave, (roin the select cominittee, 
la whom was referred that portion of the president's 
inessage, relating to the family of the late president, 

| repoited a bill “for the relief of Mrs. Harrison, wi- 
dow of president Harrison." It was read twice and 
relerred to a committee of the whole on the state of 
the union. The sum to be appiopria'ed is left for 
the consideration of the house. 

The ballotting fur sergeant-at-arms was then re- 
suined, and on the 7th ballot, Mr. Townsend re- 

| ceiviug a majority of votes, was declared to have 
been duly elected. 

Mr. Hunt offered a resolution discharging the 
standing committees from al! business appritaining 
to them during the present session, except those 
whose duty it is to cousider the several subjects re- 
ferred t0 in the president's message. 

| A motion was here made to adjourn, which pre- 
| vailed; and, at balf past 5, the house adjourned un- 
til 12 o'elock to-morrow, o 
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ABOLITION CANDIOATES. At an adjourned meeting 
of the Amencau and Foreign anti-slavery society, held 
at the church, corner of H aston and ‘Thompson streets, 
New York, James G. Birney and ‘Thomas Morris, iate 
V. B. senator frum Oliv, were nurninated unanimeas- 
ly as suitable candidates for president and vice presi- 
deni of the United Siates at the election of 1544. 


ABOLITIox NOMINATION: The abolitionists of Ver- 
mont have numimated the following ticket for state offi- 
cers: Governor, non. Charles K. Williams; lieut gov. 
Paul Dillingham, jr. esq; treasurer, honorable Heary 
F. James. 

AGRICULTURE. The legislature of New York at 
their late session appropriated $8,000 per annum for 
five years for she promotion of agriculture and house- 
hold inanalaciures in thal state. 


Axrox. There are thirteen pair of mill-stonesin 
Akron grinding at this time un an average per day of 
3,000 bushelsef wheat. This will probably fall off 
sune in July and August, and taking the average at 
2,000 bushels per day, which is low enough, the naim- 
ber of ünushels of wheat will be 300,000 bushels 
or 60,000 barrels of flour, worth at present prices over 
$200 000. | Beacon. 


American Fonps. London quotations of 14th May» 


1841. 
Alabama 5 per ct. sterliog 1853, &c. 70 72 
Indian 5 per ct. sterling 1863, 65 57 
Kentucky 6 per ct. 1563, about 80 
Louisiana 5 per ct. Baring’s 1544, &c. 50 
Maryland 5 per ct. sterling — 1539, 74 15 
New York 5 per ct. * 1583, &c. 81 82 
Ohio 6 per ct. 1556, &c. 87 85 
Penfisylvania 5 per ct. do. 73 75 
Tennessee 6 per ct, 1863, about 80 

. Virginia 6 per ct. 1881, 83 
New York city 17 


U. States hank shares £4, sellers. 


ANIMAL CHYMISTRY. The principles fibrin and albu- 
men, which play so important part in the constitotion 
of the animal sulids, are now, on the authority of Lie- 
beg, stated to be identical. M. Denis has communi- 
caed a letter ta ihe academy of seiences, in which 
Liebe states that he has been able to dissolve fibrin by 
a mutierate head in a saturated solution of nitre, and 
the Haid has all the properties of solution of albumen. 

(Provincial Medicul and Surgicul Journal. 


. 
ATxosPHERIC amr. M. Thillorier, a French philo- 
sopher, has perfected an apparatas for congelation, by 
means of which he obtains a degree of evld one hun- 
dred degrees below zero! He has announced his inten- 
tien of liqufying atmospheric air. But according to 
the Londun Foreign Quarterly, itis by no means cer- 
tain this has not alreauy been achieved by our distin- 
guished connryaian, Mr. Perkins. He placed a glass 
tube in the compressing engine under a pressure of 
23,00) pounds to the square inch—and when it was 
taken out, there was a small globale of fluid at the bot- 
tom of the uluss, and nu appearance of air in the tube, 
Dr. Wollaston and sir Humphrey Davy eonsidered 
this the lquifaction vf atmespheric ar. (Bus. Jows. 


Tre sur Wintiam Brown. Captain Harris of this 
unfortunate ship, with seven sailors and a young wo- 
man, (Elizabeth. Laferty), were picked up at sea by a 
French vesscl, having been six days in the jolly hoat 
atter tue ship sirack tbe iceberg. Some of the sailors 
were in the hospital at St. Peters, having been frost- 
Dien T'wo have arrived at Castine. Captain H., had 
sailed for Boston. 


“CHEAP DREAD, CHEAP SUGAR AND CHEAP TIMBER” i8 
the battle ery of the wing ministers of Greal Britain in 
the present political contest. 


COURT MARTIAL. A naval court martial is new in 
session at Norlolk. 

Commodore Shubrick, president. 

Captains— Skinner, Kenuon, Geisinger, Voorhees, 
Zuuziuser. 

Commanders—Webb, Dalaay, Mayo. 

Henry S. Allimand, esq. judge advocate, 


Crors. Appeaianees at present, so far as we have 
accounts, promise abundance of grass and grain. Ae- 
counts from the south are not. equally favorable in re- 
lation te the cotton crap. It is too early to judge uf 
the tobacco crep. 

Devtus luring the week ending 31st ult. in Baltimore 
33, of which 15 were under l year of aue, 11 were lee 
eoloied oud 3 slaves. Daring the weck ending the 7 h 
just 14, ol wineh 15 were under 1 year ol age, 3 were 
free colured and 2 slaves, 


Esiaration. his stated in the New York Journal 
of Commerce, that 1? 839 passengers have arrived in 
tha? port trom E iretur e scaties, since the Est ol Janvary 
Just. During the year 1540 the whole number of pas- 
seneers which arrived there trou foreign counties was 
62,797. 

Frour. The ins 


eetions of last week, in Baltimore, 
compreses 3,126 barrels and 1,587 holf ba Prives 
de hae 1 te S187) from wagons and remil. At 
Rahmad, couniry Imr $€57, a $5; city nulls 86— 
Fredericksburg Family llour 52 a $6. 

Fasxy Prrsuea cleared $65,000 at the sonth. The 
price of kops is evidently raisiug ti the soutlierti market. 

LLou Jour. 


els, 


Game Law. A lawfor the preservation of game has 
passed the N, York legislature. It prohibits patridges 
or quails from being caught or killed from March to 
September, and wuodcock from March ull July. 


Gas LIGHT IN LOG CABINS. Several inflainmable gas 
springs exist in St. Clair county, two miles south west 
from Newport, says the Detroit (Michigan) Western 
Farmer, which have exeited considerable curiosity. 
The gas issues from borings made in the earth, without 
intermission, aod may be set fire to, burning with a 
large and steady flame. Several years ago Mr Smith 
discovered bubbles af air rising through the water from 
above a discolored soil. Diggings were made and 
tuhes introdaced, through which the gas passed in con- 
siderable quantities. One of these tubes has been 
made to pass up through the flaor of the house where 
Mr. S. resides, and serves the purpose of a lamp. ‘The 
gas escapes through a small orifice, and burns with a 
steady flame several ioches in length. A tbe has 
been placed in the cellar to collect tbe gas and render 
the supply unilorm. We are informed by Mr. Hab- 
bard, who conducted the geulogical survey of this 
county, that this gas must proceed trom some conside- 
rable collection of bituminoas matter in the vicinity, and 
may result from the decomposing peat, large budies of 
which exist in a neighbouring marsh. [tis a carburet- 
ted hydrogen gas, and the same kind that is often loond 
to proceed from beds of bituminous coal, and some- 
times ‘induces a search for that mineral; but we are 
warranted in saying, ihat in this case it is not an indi- 
cation of coal, for that mineral does not exist in the 
county. The odor is slightly bituminous and uily. 


GUBERNATORIAL NOMINATIONS. The whig guberna- 
torial convention imet in. the city of Baltimore on the 
3d tostant. Governor Sprigg, ot Prince Georges county, 
presided. William Cost Johnson, esq. was nominated 
as the w hig candidate. R 

The Van Buren convention assembled on the 10th 
iustaot, General Tubius E. Stansbury presided. The 
conventioo named Fruncis Thomas, esq. as the Van Bu- 
ren candidate for governor. 


Tue Germ. The principle of adapting steain power 
to vessels of war begins to draw towards the accom- 
plishmeat of this important object the united talents 
and energies of buth the naval architect and practical 
engineer. Many experinients have of late been tested, 
but none with entire sucecss: to enumerate all would 
occupy more time than the writer could possibly spare, 
but he will take the liberty to draw public attention to 
the value of the above subject, and the attention of 
congress to the successful experiment made by lieute- 
nant William Haater, of the United States navy, in his 
httle vessel, the “Germ.” This small craft having the 


following dimensions, arrived at the navy yard, Wash- 
ington, on the 2d of June: 

Length of vessel , 52 feet. 

Beam we 

Draught of water 9 € 

Power of engine 6 horse. 

Superficial area of floats 1 foot. 


Velocity obtained 10 miles per hour, 
No doubt several experiments will be made with this 
little vessel, and the results already obtained are suffi- 
cient provi of the entire success of tnis plan for war 
porposes. lLopiag from this Germ may spring up fair 
fraits, we bid it farewell at present. n 


LOTTERY DEALERS. James Scott, charged with the 
offence of selling lottery policies, a device framed to 
evade the act of assembly against the sale of lottery 
tickets, was tried at Philadelphia on the 29th ult. aad 
convicted. 


Main roggers. After n long and tedious trial, John 
| Braddee, the muil rubber, was convicted at Pittsburg, 
| Penn. on the 4th instant, tur three otfenees—and sub- 
sequently two of his sang, Stayer and Curman, came 
into court and plead gadty. One mure te be tried, 
Pinnell. the clerk of Braddee. Braddee's sentence must 
be froin six to thirty yeais. 


OIL trave. The vessels which arrived at the seve- 
ral New iuuland ports last week brought 15,000 bar- 
! rels uf sperm and 10 009 barrels of whale oil. 


OxxisusEs, With all the bad regulation incident to 
omaibuses in the. city, it is confilently stated that a 
well known pruprietar on the. Broadway toute, who 
commenced as a driver three years since, lias irmassed 
23,000 dollars, and would have made $40,000 if he had 
received. all that was carned, ‘The neket system is 
alike injurions to th : proprietor and the customer, Why 
not abulish tickets altogether, and make the fare up 
and down 6 pence, casu? ‘Try it, ‘Plus ehanee, with 
the London plan of * a deposite clack box," would stop 
all cheating. Phe clock would note the number of 
passengers who enter the stage, and prevent all disputes 
with tlie drivers, [N. V. Amer. 


€ 


PnorrssoR OLIVER, owing to ill health, bas resigned 
the ehair of maleni medica in Onio medical college, 


Post orricE ARRANGEMENT. The regulations of the 
British post ollice in relation to letters sent by steamers 
through Magland to the continent of Europe, allow 
such letters to be without the previous payment of 
pastage to atl the continent of Murope except to Aus- 
tria and hier territories. ‘Fhe tralia states, inclading 
Selly, Spain and l'oral 

Letters for Sweden: and Norway can be forwarded 
in like manner during certam months in the year, 


when the packets are running fom Hull direct for 
Gottenborgh. 

Letters for France, the German states, Switzerland, 
Belgium, Hollaod, Prussia, Russia, ean be transmitted 
by the steamers through England without previously 
paying postage. 

PRISON DISCIPLINE society. The annual meeting of 
this suciety was held at Boston a few days age. From 
the report which was submitted we learn that the whole 
number of county prisons is abaut 420, and the whole 
number of prisoners annually 75,000-—of which 30,000 
are in the prisons of New York, Philadelphia and Bos- 
ton. The increase of prisoners in thirteen penitentia- 
ries during the past year is 86, being an increase far 
less in proportion than the increase of population. The 
mortality has been only 1 in 56. This calculation in- 
cludes the Philadelphia penitentiary, where the deaths 
were 1 to 18. The number of lunatics in the prison is 
stated at 35, of whom 25 were in the Philadelphia and N. 
Jersey penitentiaries. The number of annual commit- 
ments bave greatly diminished in some of the states. 


Streamers. A London paper mentions that the 
“British Queen” steamer has been sold to the king of 
the Belgians. 

The London Dispateh says that the steamer Presi- 
dent cost £30,000. The commander, lievt Roberts, 
R. N, was a married mao, and had five children, who 
reside in Londoo. He was a native of the couoty of 
Cork, and was distinguished by putting an end to the 
slave trade in a portion of the west of Africa, when he 
cumnianded a brig of war. 


Srece. Several gentlemen have arrived at Sr. 
Lovis, in advance of the regular spring caravan from 
Santa Fe, with $120,000 in specie. 

The Havre paeket which sailed from N. York on 
the 31st ult. took out $125,250 in specie, to pay for their 
silks and wines, received here free of duty, and to pay 
for which they refused our tobacco and other products 
without enormous duties, amounting almost to prehi- 
bition. 

Stocks. U. S. bank of Pennsylvania has declined 
again and sold at Philadelphia at the close of lost 
week ai 202; Gerard bank at 75. 


A sHAFT. Wesaw yesterday the water-wheel shaft 
for the United States steam frigate Missouri, which 
was forged at the West Point foundary from bars 42 
inches square, made at the Ulster iron works. It 
weighed, before turned 24,400 pounds. It is now 25 
feet 4inches long and 18 inehes diameter, which is as 
large as the largest ever made, and does eredit to the 
engineer, [Jour. Com. 


Topacco. The demand has declined during the 
last weekin Baltimore; for Maryland, inferior to com- 
mon $4 to 4 50; middling to good $5 to 7 50; good $8 
to 8 50; line, $9 to 13; Ohio. sales are quite limited, 
common to middling $4 50a5; good $5 5046 50; fine 
red and wrappery $5212; prime yellow at $7 50410; 
and extra wrappery 912414. The inspections of the 
week comprise 934 hhds. Maryland; 286 hhds. Ohio; 
MS hbd- Kentucky, and 1 hhd. Pennsylvania—total 
1331. 

Tobacce inspections in Virginia. 


1840, 1841, 
Hhds. Hhás. 
May 31st—Richmond passed and re- 

fused 8,802 9,408 

Petersburgs do. 10,0632 10,300 
Lynchburg do. 5,392 5,415 

Farmville do. 2 3al 2,619 
Clarksville da. 1,441 2,128 

All others do. 575 190 


'TRANSCENDENTALISM is making quite a sensation in 
some places east ol us, Prolessor 'T. W. Alexander, 
of Princeton, is lecturing an the subject in one of the 
Philadelphia charehes. The U. S. Gazette says that a 
correspondent uf a New York paper asked, with great 
earnestness and propriety, the meaning of the word 
"trauscendentalisuis which is considerably used at 
present with reference to. German literature and its 
imitators. He is thus answered: 

“Transeendentalism is the spiritual cognocence of 
psycolugical irrefragibility connected wilh concutient 
udemptuon of inculumiment spirituality and etherialized 
eontention of subsultury concretion.” 

There can be no mistake about the matter now. 


Two PLEASURE EXPEDITIONS are announced in the 
Ciucinnan papers, to start, abort the first. of Jane. for 
the Falls of St. Anthony, on the Upper Mississippi, 
and all intermediate landing places. The distanee is 
nearly 4,000 iniles, 


Tne wuaLEs are evidently losing their senses, if 
they ever had any. A few weeks ago. a couple of 
thein went into Westport, ucar New Bedford, where 
they ought to have. known, that they would be “mat- 
toned” as soon as they were seen; and since that, two 
more ol the deluded creatures showed themselves lit- 
tle better than “deboshed fish," by running into New- 
port harbor withont one «d. Mr. Blunt's charis; the cun- 
sequences of which may be readily imagined. One of 
them struck. on a rock, and threw himself nearly out 
of water. le hauled oif, however, and went to sea 
without repair. Great apprehensions are felt along the 
eastern coast that he was lust, with a full cargo of 
fifty barrels of oil on. board, w:thout a eent of insa- 
rance. IN. F. Cour. 4 Enquirer. 


Victoria, queen of Great. Driiain, was 22 years of 
age on Monday last the Ist June. 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
The Great Western, steam ship, capt. Hosken, ar- 
rived at New York on the 10th instant, in fourteen 
days from Liverpool, bringing Euglish dates to the 
27th, and Paris to the 25th May. She broeght 
forty-two passengers and a valuable cargo, 

The President steamer. A steam ship bad heen 
secn by the Portuguese ship Conde Palma, captain 
Sabino Antonio de Cabo Almeida, on her passage 
fron Rio de Janerio to Lisbon, which afforded a 
gleam—and bata faiat gleam ol hope to these who 
had triends oa board of the steamer President. The 
follawing are extracts from her log book, as given by 
the Liverpool Standard of May 261: 

«On April 23, at 4 P.M, in lat. 31.21 N., aod 
long. by chronometer, 40.23 W. ef Greeowich, saw 


a very large steamer undor canvass, without showing 
» a 


her colors, or making any sigua'5 the paddle- wheels | 


were not in motion, aor was aay smoke issuing froin 
the funnel, Next morning, the 2!th, at six o'clock, 
saw her again under two square topsails (fore and 
main) and latteen sails, (fore aud aft,) steering NN E. 
The wind was at east, with moderate weather. On 
the 25th the wind veered to the N W., blew strong, 
which wonld prevent said steamer reaching the west- 
ern isles. ‘Che steamer had three masts, of a dark 
color; not certnin as to the color of the funnel. The 
nearest distance we were to the steamer was four 
English miles. They showed no signals at all in- 
dicative of anxiety to speak to us. She was pro- 
ceeding at the rate of from tliree to four miles per 
hour. She made a good deal of lee way, We did 
not communicate, but could easily have done so on 
both days. ‘The NW. wiad, which sprung up on 
the 25th, lasted for five days. We viewed the steam- 
er throagh a telescope." 

The following article appears iu. this morning's 
«Times;" 

Lisbon, May 17,4 P. M. The following is a 
transcript from the minates of the log book of the 
Ponagaese ship Conde de Palma, captain. Sabino 
Antonio de Cabo Almeida, which arrived at this port 
from Rio de Janeiro, in 50 dags, on the 6th inst.— 
A general hope is entertained here that the vessel in 
questioa must be the long missing steam packet 
President. 

«On the 224 of April, at 3 P. M., being in lat. 
29° 29’ 18. north, long. 40° 28’ west of Green- 
wich—wind at cast—saw, at about five or six miles 
ahead, a vessel whose rig we could not well mako 
out, steering the same conrse, NNE. The same 
wind continued throaghnat tke night, with fine 
weather, but rather a rough sea. Early on the mora- 
ing of the 23d the samo vessel was about six miles 
on the larhoard quarter, when we could well perceive 
her to be a large steamer under all sail, and making 
no use of her steam power, At noon, latitude by 
observation 34° 24’ 36%, longitude by chronometer 
409 20’, she was fast falling to leeward; at 4 P- M., 
she was scarcely perceptible on the horizon; soon 
aficr the wiad shifted to NNE, NE, NNW, N, 
WNW, and W, and blew strong with an agitated 
sea; this continued until the 3d of May, when the 
weather became finer, and the wind veered froin W 
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on the 6th iaat.” 
N. B.— The steamer had three masts; did not 


W, which brought us to tho Tagus 


242|show her colors, or make any sigasl, nor did we 


show any. She was going on easily with all her 
sails set, makiog no use of her machinery, and was 
using every endeavor to beat to windward, but was 
makiag mach lee way; the funnel was painted white 
and have a confased idea that the vessel was painted 
with a white streak.” 

‘The principal discrepancy between tha two state- 
ments is the color of the funnel, The pestecript of 
the article in the «T'imes" states the fannel to be 
white—whereas in the extract ef the log givea above 
itis said, “not certain of the color of her funnel.” 

Remarks by captuin M’Leoo. Captain Almeida 


appeared to be an intelligent man, and willing to} 


give every information in his power. T implored of 
him to state nothing but what was positive trath, 
and he assured me that all he had said was fact; and 
he deeply regretted that he kuew nothiug of the 
President steamer beiag missing, or he would have 
spoken the steamer he saw. Ou my rigidly examin- 
ing him, he declared that the steamer alluded to was 
as large as a frigate. After the the most serious aod 


mataro deliberation, my own opiaion is that there | 


are govd grounds to suppose it was the President, 
and the probable reason for their not communicatiog 
may have been that they had previously fallen in 
with some vessel homeward or catward bound, and 
transferred theit passengers and received supplies 
from her; and that they were makiag the best of 
their way to the neargst port in the Western Islands. 

Tt will be necessary to ascertain where Her Ma- 
jesty’s steamer Dee was oa the 23d and 24th days 
of April, as I was informed at Lisbon that vessel 
was oa her passage home from the West Indies. — 
When ascertained that it cauld not have been that 
vesse), then I am firnly of opinion that it must have 
been the President, and as they were 
ia the parallel of latitude where the trade winds 
commence, it may be many weeks, from the date 
they were seen, till they arrive at any port. 

At the date they were seen, their nearest port was 
in the island of Faval, one of the Azores or Wes- 
tera inlands, hearing from them per compass, E, N. 
E. 708 miles. 

"Tho President had three months’ rations on board 
when she left N. York, on the 1 Lth of March; more- 
over her cargo partly consisted of a large quantity of 
flour, At Lloyd's it is considered extreinely doubt- 
ful whether tho vessel was the President, and it is 


thought more likely to reter to the Dee steamer, | 


which arrived on the 10th instant, from the West 
Trdies. 


The great eastern treaty. This deed which had | 


only received the initials of the five powers has now 
been fally settled by all five, and most cheerfully by 
France. So ends that noisy affair. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

The principle topic is the great movement in par- 
liamentary tactics and stroggle for place and power 
between the whigs and tories. It will be remem- 
bered that lord J. Russell introduced a incasure to 
reduce the duties on sugar from 61s. to 26., and 
moved that the house go into committee of the whole 
on the question. Lord Sandon opposed this with an 
amendment, which after a debate of cight nights, 
was deeided against tho toinisters oa the 18th May 


aa follows-—F'or going into comulitee, 281 
Against it, 317 
Majority against ministers, 36 


then, 


Lord John Russell next day refused to resign and 
sai: that he should reserve the great test question of 
the corn laws for the 4th of June. Sir Robert Peel 
iinmediatey gave notice that, on the 27th of May, he 
shoald move that the house had no confidence in 
mioisters, or in other words, the poor of England 
are saddled with an extraordinary tax on sngar, of 
five to six cents in the pound, more than any other 
people in the world pay for it. The duties on sugar 
are to remain as betore. j 

On the eveniog of May 24, the house of commons 
was filled to an uucomn:on extent—something was 
expected. Shortly after five o'clock the speaker 
called upon sir Robert Peel. Sir R. Peel arose amidst 
tremendous cheering, whieh having subsided, the 
most profound silence reigned thronghont the bonse. 
'l'he right hon. barouet said: T rise, sir, to give 
notice that, on Thursday next, I shall submit the 
following resolation to the honse: «That her ma- 
jesty’s ministers do not sufficiently possess the con- 
fidence of the house of commons to enable the: to 
carry through the house measares which they deem 
of essential importance to the public welfare; and 
that their continnance in office under such circum- 
stances 15 at variance with the spirit of the canstitu- 
tion.” ("1 he right hoa. baronet sat down amidst tho 
most tremendous cheers we ever heard, and which 
were several times renewed.] 

The London ‘Times of tho 22d, says that that an- 
nouncement in the house of commons leaves no 
doubt as to the intention of ministers to dissolve 
patliament immediately after the decision of the 
corn law question, which they intend to make a 
test. Itis for the conservative leaders to determine 
whether they shall be permitted to carry this inten- 
tion into effect without impediment. And it is for 
the conservative people to lose no time in girdiag up 
their loins for the approaching contest, and to take 
such prompt nad vigorous measures as will enable 
them to follow up the series of triumphs which have 


hitherto rewarded their efforts in and out of parlia- 


ment, with a signal decisive and universal victory 
throughout the country. When the hunted wolf 
turns to bay the chase is nearly at an end. 

Chartist. London May 26. In the house of 
commons last night, Mr Duncombe presented & 
number of petitiens one of which waa signed by 
1,300,000 persons, praying for the release of all 
political offenders ; for a free pardon to Frost, Wil- 
liams aod Jones; and for the adoption of the princi- 
ples of the charter by the house of commons, 

Steam Frigate. The town of Greenock exhibits 
at present a scene of no common interest, Six 
large frigates are now being constructed ia the towa 
or its vicinity, each of these of about 1500 tons 
capacity, aad carrying engines of about 500 horse 
power, being part of the fleet of fourteen armed fri- 
gates, destined ia lime of need, to carry ont and dis- 
tribute the mails among the West India colonies, 
Four of these are to be supplied by a single firm ia 
Greenock, wh deliver the ships, engines and equip» 
ments complete and ready for sca. 

The queen's birth day came off on the 21st inst. 
‘The day was fiae. The concourse of peaple in tho 
park of St. James, was immense. Twenty one 
guns were fired as a salute, one for each year of her 
majesty's age. 

Joseph Bonaparte. The conat de Survilliers, 
loseph Bonaparte, with his son-in-law, the prince 
de Canino, and his son Lucien, aud Mesers. Mallard 
and Thibaud, secretaries, and a numerous suite, em- 
barked at the Brunswick wharf, Blackwall, yester- 
day afternoon, on board the Peaninsular and Orien- 
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tal steam navigation company’s steamship Iberia, 
mr. E. Cooper, commander, for Genoa. 

O'Connell has addressed a spirit-stirring letter to 
his ceuntrymen, 1n relation te the comiug elections, 
commencing with the quotation: 


“Hereditary bondsmen, know ye not, J 
Who would be free themselves must strike the blow? 


Emigration. Thirty vessela have sailed from 
Cork harbor up to the present period,this season,cen- 
veying four thonsand six hundred and sixty-two emi- 
grants to New Seuth Wales, and across the Atlantic, 
of these 456 proceeded to Port Phillip, 200 to Syd- 
rey, and 16 te Bathost, New South Wales. Of the 
total number 3,981 sailed for America—comprising 
474 to New York, 1,010 to Quebec, and 2,497 for 
St. John’s. This enumeration can give no idea of 
the total amount of emigration from this part of the 
country, as the steamers weekly convey passengers 
destined to ship from ports in England; besides that, 
many vessels sailed fram this and the adjoining coun- 


business in cotton to day, with a continvance of the 
dull feeling which prevailed on Satuarday, The 
sales which include 200 bales American and 200 
Surats, purchased for exportation, are 3009 bales, 


rather of sale. 
May 25, The wales to-day are 1000 bales, 
chases have been made of United States flour in 


prime brands, 


per bbl. for prime western canal, 
FRANCE, : 


We have again to report a moderate extent of 


witheut any material alteration from the current 
ratea of last week, although all descriptions are 


bond at 20s fur New Orleans, and at 22s to 23s for 


Liverpool, May 25. A parcel of Odessa wheat 
under lock sold at 5s per 70 Ibe and 4000 to 5000 
bbls, of flour hava changed hands at 20s for New 
Orleans, 22s for Philadelphia and Virginia, and 23s 


The Monitenr promulgates the law relative to the 


ties, conveying hundreds of emigrants. 

Corn laws, 
cial towns aro holding large meetings in opposition 
to the corn law, sugar and timber duties. 
cities and towns of Scotland are particularly active 
on the aubject; and the forthcoming elections will be 


the most exciting and important which have ever 


taken place in England, since the reform parliament. 


Already many candidates are in the field, in antici- 


pation of a disselution. Before our next advices 
from England, or very soon afterwards, patlia- 
ment will be dissolved and all England in an up- 
roar, There is some talk of bringing Mr. Hume 
forward to represent Edinburgh in parliament. 
Money market and trade. In Lendon, the bank- 
ers were decreasing their facilities, and money was 
more difficult to be obtained. Many heavy failures 
had taken place, particularly in the West !ndia 
trade, The exchanges continued, however, favora- 
ble, and waa geod, somewhat dearer in London than 
on the continent, ‘This was the result ot the dear- 


nesa of the currency in England, rather than of 


actually favorable commercial balances. 

In the manufacturing districts the gloom and stag- 
Nation ef business rather increased than otherwise, 
and working short time, had become more general, 
The cotton market had consequently suffered a fur- 
ther depression of 3a 4d., with amall sales. Many 
failures had occurred in Manchester. In American 
stocks there was no et up? Few transactiona had 
taken place, 


Londan, May 25. Money is again in great de- 
mand at the atock exchange, where se much as 6 
per cent, ia paid for short loans on stock or exchequer 
bills, and 5 per cent for the 16th of July, the next 
acrount dav. This being settling day in consols, 
bankera ond capitalista as usual hold back, and thus 
cause an artificial acarcity of money for a tine. 

The openiing prices of stocks were— consols for 
money, 893 to 90, and for the July account 801; 
new 43 per cents, 983 98}; and exchequer bills 8s 
to 10a prem, [ Globe. 

An utter stagnation ie now rapidly creeping ever 
every branch of industry, whether manufacturing or 
commercial, and whether in town or country, All 
kinds of teatimany agree that in this, ordinarily the 
liveliest period of the year, there never was experi- 
eneed in the memory of man so general and com- 
plete a paralyzation of trade. 


Colton market, Liverpool, May 24. There has 
been some little improvement in the demand, but 
the wants of the trade are still on a very limited 
scale, and upon the whole the market continues 
without animation, and in pricca we have little or no 
change to notice. The sales of the week amount (o 
18,040 bales; 300 bags American and 100 Surat be- 
ing en speculation, with 200 American, 950 Surat, 
and 150 Pernambuce for export, and comprise 80 
aea Island at 14a21d; 4200 bowed add; 1750 
Mobile, Alabama, and Tennessee 51a71d; 5830 
Orleans 53a84d. 


All the, manufacturing and commer- 


The 


levy of 80,000 recruits of the class of 1841, and 


chase of cavalry horses, 
Paris, May 22. The chamber of deputies com- 


deloi relative to the extraordinary works which the 


loan of 450,000,000f. is intended to defray. Jn the 


house of Peers the debate alse turned on extraordi- 
nary credits, voted for 1840 by the chamber of de- 
puties; and the creation of the eighteen new tegi- 
meris, attacked by generals D'Jean and d'Ambru- 
geac, was warmly defended by general Cubiers, the 
minister of war under the Thiers administration. 

M. Piseatory one of the doctrinarian deputies who 
mest eagerly espoused the cause of M, ‘T'hiers, and, 
subsequently to the downfall of that minister, dis- 
tinguished himself for his opposition to the cabinet 
of tho 29th October, had aceepted a mission from 
the latter to the Greek government. 

La Presse asserts (hatin a few days a formidable 
squadron, under the command of admiral La Susee, 
would sail froin Toulon fur the coast of Greece, and 
that this expedition was intimafely connected with 
the mission of M. Piscatory. 

La France state that M. Guizot had applied to the 
court of London to unite with France in assembling 
an European congress, but that the British govern- 
ment had refused to accede to his request, 

The contents of the Paris papers of Monday, 
May 24, are of little interest, The trial of Darmes 
and bis accomplices, Duclos and Considere, for their 
attempt on the life of the king, commenced on that 


day. There are 68 witnesses, but it is doubtful if 


tha accomplices willbe found guilty—the conviction 
of Darmes is, however, certain. 

The comparative failure of the late much vaunted 
expedition against Ab-del Kader is ascribed in the 
Parisian journals to the rashness or want of judg- 
ment of the duke de Nemours. 

The Texan loan. «La Presso" states, that the 
issuing of the T'exian loan had been received with 
such general disapprobation and distrust, that the 
firm of J. Lafitte, which had undertaken to bring it 
out, and had inundatod the country with its prospec- 
tuses, was obliged to abandon it. [Standard. 

Privato accounta from Paris contradict the state- 
ment in «La Presse" newspaper, that the house of 
Lafitte & Co. have withdrawn from the ‘Pexian loan, 
and, on the contrary, allirm that they are proceeding 
with it, and are, indeed, bound by special contract 
to do so. [ Times. 

CEAMANY, 

Berlin, May 8. Woe are able to give our readers 
the joyful intelligence that the convention relative 
te the continuation of the German customs union 
was signed yesterday, and that several of the pleni- 
potentiariea ave already left Berlin to return home. 

[Russian Slate Gazette, 
POLAND. 

The emperor Nicholas, on occasion of the marri- 

age ef hia aon, has conferred some favors on the in- 


anether granting a credit of 2,500,000f, for the pur- 


menced on Tuesday the discussion of the project 
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hahitants of the kingdom of Poland. All persons 
under sentence of death have their punishment 
commuted te imprisonment. 

SPAIN. 

Madrid, May Y. Senor Olozaga has failed ts 
form a cabinet, and the regent has charged count 
Almedovar with powers to try what he could de. 
At a cabinet council it had been resolved that the 


[title “highness” should be prefixed to the name of 
Liverpool corn market, May 24th. Several pur- 


the regent. 

Letters from Corunna of the 14th inst, state that 
Madame Mina had been appointed governante of 
her majesty queen Isabella, and of her sister the 
Infants, at the special entreaty of their mother, 
queen Christina, ex-regent of Spain. 


= 
DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING THE PRE- 
SIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
Department of state, Washington, May 24, 1841. 
Sin: There are two subjects connected with the 

foreign commerce of the United States to which the 
secretary of state considers it to he his duty to call 
the attention of the president at the earliest oppor- 
tunity. 

The first is, the collection of Sound dues, or the 
lax payable at Elsinore, laid by the Danish govern- 
ment upon the cargoes of vessels passing through 
the sound into and out from the Baltic sea. 

The right of Denmark to levy these dues ia as- 
serted on the ground ol ancient usage, coming down 
from the period when that power had possession of 
both shores of the Belt and Sound. However ques- 
tionable the right or uncertain its orign, it has been 
recognised by European governments, in several 
treaties with Denmark, some of them entered into it 
at as early a period as the fourteenth century; and 
inasmuch as our treaty with that power coutains a 
clause putting us on the same footing in this respect 
às other the most favored nations, it has been ac- 
qniesced in, or rather has not been denied by us. 

The treaty of 1645, between Denniark and Hol- 
land, to which a tarif of the principal articles then 
known in commerce, with a rule of measurement 
and a fixed rate of duty, was appended, tegether 
with a subsequent one between the saine parties in 
1701, amendatery and explanatory of the foriner, 
has been generally considered as the basis of all sub- 
sequent treaties, and ameng them of our own, con- 
cluded in 1826, and limited te conlinue ten years 
from its date, and further until the end of one year, 
after notice by either party of an intention te termi- 
nate it, and which is still in force. 

Treaties have also been concluded with Denmark, 
by Great Britain, France, Spain, Portugal, Russia, 
Prussia and Brazil, by which, with one or two ex- 
ceptions in their favor, they are placed on the same 
footing as the United States, 

There has recently been a general movement on 
the part ol the northern powers of Europe, with re- 
gard to the subject of these Sound dues, and whieh 


seems to afford to this government a favorable op- 


portunity, in conjunction with them, for exerting 
itself to obtain some such alteration or modification 


of existing regulations as shall conduce to the free- 


dom and extension of our commerce, or al least to 
relieve it frem some of the burthens now imposed, 
which, owing to the nature of our trade, operate, in 
many instances, very unequally and unjustly on it 
in comparison with that of other nations. 

The ancient tariif of 1645, by which the payment 
of these dues was regulated, has never been revised, 
and by means of the various changes which have 
taken place in commerce since that period, and of 
the alteration in price in many articles therein in- 
cluded, chiefly in consequence of the setilement of 
America, and the introduction of her products into 
general commerce, it has become quite inapplicable. 

Jt is presuined to have been the intention of the 
framers of that tariff to fix a duty of about one per 
centum ad valorem upon the articles therein enume- 
rated, but the change in value of many of those 
commodities, and tlie absence of any corresponding 
change in the duty, has, in many instances, in- 
creased the ad valorein from one per centum to three, 
four, and even seven; and this, generally, upon those 
articles which form the chief exports of the United 
States, of South America, aud the West India {s- 
lands; such as the articles of cotton, rice, raw sugar, 
tebacco, rum, Campeachy wood, &c. 

On all articles not enumeraled in this acient tariff 
it is stipulated by the treaty of 1701 that the «privi- 
leged nations,” or those whe have treaties with 
Deninark, sliall pay an ad valorem of one per cent. 
but tbe value of these articles being fixed by some 
rulea known only to the Danish government, or at 
least unknown to us, this duty appears uncerlaia and 
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di has been, by some ot the public writers in Den- 
mark, contended that goods of privileged nations, 
carried in the vessels of unprivileged nations, should 
not be entitled to the limitation of one per centum 
ad valorem, but should be taxed one and a quarter 
per centum, the amonnt levied on the goods of un- 
privileged nations; and, also, that this limitation 
should be confined to the direct trade, so that ves- 
sels coming irum or bound to the ports of a nation 
not in treaty with Denmark shouid pay on their 
cargoes the additional quarter per cent. 

These questions, although the former is not of 
so much consequence to us, who are our own car- 
riers, are still in connexion with eaeh other, of suf- 
ficient importance to rendera decision upon them, 
and a final understanding, extremely desirable. 

These Sound dnes are, moreover, in addition to 
the port charges of light money, pass-money, &c. 
whieli are quite equal to the rates charged at other 
places, ‘and the payment of which, together with the 
Sound dues, often causes to vessels considerable de- 
lay at Elsiuore. 

The port charges, waich are usual among all na- 
tions to whose ports vessels resort, are unobjectiun- 
able, except that, as in this case, they are mere con- 
sequences of the imposition of the Sound dues, follow- 
ing, neeessarily, upon the compulsory delay at Elsi- 
nore ol vessels bound up and down the Sound with 
cargoes, with no intention of making any importa- 
tion into any port of Denmark, and having no other 
occasion for delay at Elsinore than that which arises 
froin the necessity of paying the Sound dues, and, 
in so doing, involuntarily subjecting themselves to 
these other demands. 

These port duties would appear to have some 
reason in them, becanse of the equivalent; while, in 
fact, they are made requisite, with the exception, 
perhaps, nf the expense of lights, by the delay ne- 
cessary for the payment of the Sound dues. 

The amount of our commeree with Denmark, 
direct, is inconsiderable, eompared with that of our 
transactions with Russia, Sweden and the ports of 
Prussia, and the Germanic association on the Bal- 
tic; but the sum annually paid to that government 
ia Sound dues, and the consequent port charges by 
our vessels alone, is estimated at something over 
one hundred thousand dollars. 

The greater proportion of this amount is paid by 
the articles of eottou, sugar, tobacco and rice; the 
first and last of these paying a duty of about three 
per cent. ad valorem, reckontug their value at the 
places whence they come. 

By a list pnblished at Elsinore, in 1840, it ap- 
peais that between April and November of that 
year, seventy-two American vessels, comparatively 
àsinall number, lowered their topsails before the 
castle of Cronberg. These were all bound up the 
Sound to poits on the Baltie, with eargoes compos- 
ed in pait of the above name products, upon which 
alone, according to the tariff, was paid a sum ex- 
ceeding forty thousand dollars for these dues. 

Having disposed of these cargoes, they returned 
laden with the usual productions of the countries 
on the Baltic, on which, in like manner, were paid 
duties on going out through the Sanud, again ace 
knowledging the tribute by an inconvenient and 
sometimes hazardous ceremony. 

The whole amount thus paid within a period of 
eight months on inward and outward bound cargoes, 
by vessels of the United States, none of which were 
bound for, or intended to stop at, any port in. Den- 
mark, except compulsorily at Elsinore, for the pur- 
pose of coinplyiug with these exactions, must have 
exceeded the large sum above named. 

I have, therefore, thought proper to bring this 
subject before you at this time, and to go into these 
general statements in retation to it, which might be 
carried more into detail, and substantiated by do- 
cuments now at the department, to the end that, af 
you should deem it expedient, instructions may be 
given to the representative of the United Siates at 
Denmark to enter into friendly negotiations with 
that governmeut, with a view of securing to the 
commeice of the United States a full participation 
in any reduction of these duties, or the benefits re- 
sulting from any new arrangements respecting them 
which may be granted to the commerce of other 
states, 

The other subject, which, in the opinion of the 
secretary, demands the eaily consideration of the 
government, is the Germanie association or customs 
union, established in Germany, and now in success- 
ful operation under the leading auspices of the go- 
verninent of Prussia. ‘his smportant association 
has for its objeets the union of many of the German 
states into one body, for the purpose of establishiog 
uniform regulations of cominerce; uniform duties of 
mportation, exportation and transit; a system of 
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fobjrets resembling, ay wall be 
purposes contemplated by the establishinent of the 
general government oí the United States. 

In all these states of the association tlie greatest 
variety and diversity had previously existed. Each 
had its own circle of custom houses, and its peculiar 
systera of duties, constituting them in these respects 
foreign countries to one another. The effect ol these 
diversities upon trade and mannfactures may easily 
be supposed to have heen highly prejudical to the 
general commerce of the country. 
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To Prussia, who had labored’ for years to bring 
about this commercial revolutionin Germany, chiefly | 
belongs the credit of its aecomplishinent. She lias! 
United the members of the conlederation in a treaty 
which establishes one tariff for all, the duties to be 
collected on the frontiers of what now forms one 
great commercial league. ‘The nett revenues aris- 
ing irom the duties are divided among the several | 
states in proportion to their respective amounts of 
population, every article, salt aud playing cards ex- 
cepted, having once paid the duties on the frontier, 
being permitted to circulate freely among all the 
states of the union without any additional impost, 
The treaty was concluded in 1834, and was to 
continue in force nntil the lst of January, 1842; and 
if, during that term, and at latest two years before 
its expiration, the contrary should not be declared 
for twelve years more, and afterwards trom twelve 
years to twelve years, it has recently, under these 
provisions, been renewed for another term of twelve 
years. The etfect of this confederation has probably 
been fo give to Prussia and Germany a new weight 
in the political balance of Europe; bat it is princi- 
pally interesting to the United States in its com- 
mercial tendencies, and in the hopes which it en- 
courages of lurnishing an enlarged consumption of 
some of the stable articls of our production, sueh as 
| cotton, tobacco aud rice. The German commercial 
and customs association comprises an ample territo- 


ry abounding in wealth, industry, population and 
| resources of every description. The states includ- 


ng des 


ed in it are 
States. Poputation. 
The kingdom of Prussia, . š a 14,271,530 
| The kingdom of Bavaria, " : 4,315,469 
The kingdom of Wurteinbuig, . *— 1,619,839 
The kingdom of Saxony, 1,152,114 
Tbe grand duchy of Baden, és > 1,277,403 
Electorate of Hesse, - g i 104,700 
Grand duehy of Hesse, (with Hamburg), 807,671 
Duchy of Nassau, " n " i 386,221 
The Thuringian union, : 908,478 
Free city of Frankfort on Mayn, é 54,000 
Total, 26,027,425 


It is understood that Brunswick has exhibited an 
inclination to separate from the northwestern union, 
uf which she is now a member, and to join the asso- 
ciation; and the accession of the grand duchy of 
Luxemburg is likely soon lo swell still higher the 
total population of the states thus united, which eon- 
stitutes already the most industrious, enlightened 
and prosperous people of Gerinany. 

Three of the German states have not yel acceded 
to the association, but have lormed a separate com- 
mercial and eustoms union, viz: 


States. Population. 
The kingdom of Hanover, 1,772,107 
The grand duchy of Oldenburg, 266,536 | 
The duchy of Brunswick, 251,000 | 


Total, 2,289,643 
And a few of the states of Germany have neither 
acceded to the association, nor lormed any special 
union ainong themselves; these are | 
States. 
The duchies of Holstein and Luenburg, 
(belonging to the king of Denmark), 471,276 
The grand duchy of Meeklenburg Sehwerin, 482,925 | 


Population, 


The grand duchy of Mecklenburg Strelitz, 89,528 

The Hanseatie cities ol Lubec, Hamburg 
and Bremen, 245,500 
Total, 1,289,229 


In the accomplishment of her great political ob- 
ject, Prussia has been compelled to make corsidera- 
ble pecuniary sacrifices, her revenues from the cus- 
toms being less than before the formation of the as- 
sociation; though this falling off has been gradually 
lessening, owing to the increased population and 
prosperity of the kingdum. The attempts made to 
adjust and compensate this loss have not been suc- 
cessful; but it is believed that the difficulty will be 
removed by allowing Prussia to levy, for her own 
exclusive benefit, the transit duties on cotten and 
other commodities, without any material change in 
the general system. 
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— 


reas- 
collected in 1934, 


enues of the association have inc 
ed from about 12,000,000 thelers 
the yer ci als first establishment, to upwards of 
20,060,000, the present amuunt, exclusive ol the 
expense on collection, amountiug to 124 per cent.— 
a prodigious increase, and mainly owing to the ra- 
pidly increasing prosperity and consequently aug- 
mented consumption of the German states associated 
in the league. 

With Hanover the United States 
concluded a treaty of commerce aud navigation, 
through the agency of Mr. Wheaton, minister of the 
United States at Berlin, which has been ratified — 
The treaty differs from our commercial treaties with 
Prussia, the Hanseatic towns and Denmark, by con- 
lining the indirect trade to the productions of the 
kingdom of Hanover and of any other conntry of the 
coufederation on the one side, and, on the other, to 
the productions of the United States, and of the 
South American continent and West India Islands. 
It gives us the right of carrying to Hanover in our 
vessels the production of the United States and of 
the North and South Ameriean continent and is- 
lands, in exehange for their right of bringing in Ha- 
noverian vessels to the United States tlie produe- 
tions of Hanover and the countries composing the 
eonlederation, and may be regarded as favorable to 
our navigation. 

Several states of the leagne bave manifested dis- 
positions to form treaties with the United States upon 
a similar basis; but it is not intended, on this occa- 
ston, to express any opinion upon the policy of es- 
tablishing the principle of entire reciprocity in com- 
inereial treaties with the minor states of Europe. 

Oue of the advantages already acquired by the 
negotiations of our minister at Berlin is a considera- 
ble reduetion of the duties on rice, which, under a 
resolution of the house of representatives of 11th of 
June, 1838, he was instructed to endeavor to pro- 
cure. This important object has been gained, and 
the cOnsequences as foreseen, were immediately 
beneficial to all parties. A great increase in the 
importation of Carolina rice, whicli took place as 
svon as the reduction of duty on the arlicle became 
known, was followed by a correspondent increase of 
revenue drawn from its increased consumption in 
Germany. The success of this experiment en- 
ecourages the belief that a like course in respect to 
other unpoitant staples would be fullowed by simi- 
lar results. 

The tobacco duties, hawever, serving, as they do, 
the two-fold purpose of raising revenue and of pro- 
tecting the culture of the tobacco of native growth 
in Germany, still finding forinidable obstacles in the 
way of their removal or modification. The state of 
the negotiations on this subjeet up to the session of 
1839 and 1840 is sufficiently explained in the cor- 
respondence transmitted to the house of representa- 
lives with tlle president's message of the 14th of 
April, 1840. 

Several ol the states of the Germanic association 
have no natnral outlet to thesea. Their commerce, 
therefore, is carried on tbrough rivers the mouths of 
which open to the ocean in the territories of other 
powers. This shows the importance of the union to 
all the states composing it; but as the union itself 1s 
not a government, commercial stipulations and cvn- 
ventions must be made with the states of the union 
in their political capacities. By a paper annexed 
marked A, it will appear that in Mareh last, Great 
Britain entered intoa convention of commerce and 
navigation with Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony, Wuctein- 
burg, Baden, the electorate of Hesse, the grand due 
chy of Hesse, the states forming the customs and 
commercial union of Thuringia, Nassau and Frank- 
fort; aud similar arrangement with these states might 

robably be accomplished by the government of the 
United States. 

Such beiug the general nature of the association, 
and such our commeroial intercoutse with it, it be- 
comes matter of interest to consider how far our re- 
lations with its several members might be beneficial- 
ly extended, and if it be thought advisable to enter 
into commercial treaties with them or any of them, 
il remain to bedetermined whether powers for sucha 
purpose should be conferred upon the miuister of the 

. States at Berlin, or some other diplomatic agency 
adopted; the general object being to seek the means 
ol enlarging (he consumption of the staples of the 
United States in Germany, and of securing all prac- 
ticable benefit to their navigation. 

There is another part of the subject of our cun- 
nexion with Germany, which, though of less conse- 
quence thah those that have been pointed ont, is ne- 
vertheless one which deeply concerns the numerous 
German emigrants who are constantly selling their 
property to proceed to the United States, as well as 
our naturalized citizens, natives of Germany, inhe- 
riting property in that country. Throughout Ger- 
many tie droit d'aubaine and the droit de detraction 
exist in the shape of a tax, payable on the with- 


has recently 
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drawal from the couatry of personal property which jit kuow what was intended as the substitute to be 
hag been inherited by will or succession, or which | proposed. Repeal involved substitntion. Mr. C. 
forms the proceeds of real property inherited in the | presumed that it had been the intention of the se- 
same manner. Ja the United States, as all know, | nate that the select committee should have the 
no such tax exists. | whole subject of currency and finance before them, 

It is probable that an exemption from this tax | otherwise it would have heen a most extraordinary 
might be obtained on the ground of reciprocity.— | coarse to appoint the committee, since the subject 
Some of the states have intimated their willingness | wonld regularly have gone to the finance committee. 
to enter into arrangements for that purpose. 1t| Now, Mr. C. regarded it as not extirely fair to the 
there should be no other reason fora formal con- puce people that a committee should be re- 
vention, this particular object might he effected hy | quired to report on the repeal ol this single isolated 
a simple official declaration, signed by the secretary | ineasure of the sub-treasury, without giviug the 
of state, under the seal of the cepartment, certilying | country lo andetstand what substitute was to be 
that the snbjects and citizens of Germany enjoy this | proposed in its stead. Let gentlemen come oat 
immunity in the United States; npon which there is | with their project—a Bank of the United States, or 


reason to believe that an alteration in their own 
laws would be made by the states, or some of them, 
so as to make the right reciprocal. The form of a 
decfaration, such as it is stated above, has been 
adopted by the English government, as may be seen 
by a paper hereunto annexed, marked B. All which 
is respectfully submitted. 
DANIEL WEBSTER. 
To the president of the United States. 


TWENTY.SEVENTH CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION, 
SENATE. 

June 3.— [In continualion.] 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the act entitled “aa act to provide 
for the collection, safe-keeping, transter aud disburse- 
ment ofthe pnblic revenge" ought to be forthwith re- 
pealed, and that the committee on finance be directed 
to report a bill to that etfect. 

Mr. C. observed that the resolntion he had now 
offered was the saine in substance with that moved 
by fiim at the last session. Its object was a speedy 
repeal of the sab-treasury svstem. It was not his 
purpose to discuss the resolution: indeed, he hoped 
and presumed that no discnssion would be deemed 
necessary in any quarter, bot that the finance com- 
mittee would be allowed at once to report a bill — 
Mr. C. said he had come to this session of congress 
with a determination to expedite, so far as he was 
concerned, the public business, and, in attempting 
this, to observe the utmost kindness and courtesy 
toward gentlemen oa all sides of the house. He 
had not the least desire to deaf harshly with the 
feelings of any; and he would take the present oc- 
casion to express his deep regret and surprise that 
a casual expression used by him at the last session 
had been inost terribly perverted by the public 
prints—nerverted in a manner and to a degree he 
never conld have snpposed possible. In the course 
of some observations in relation to the snb-treasnry, 
he had said that he would as soon address an argn- 


Mr. Clayoffered the 


ment on that measure as attempt to convince a con- | 


victed criminal with the rope round his neck that 
liis conviction had been just and right. But the pa- 
pers bad represented him as having coniparec the 
gentlemen of the seuate who differed from him io 
opinion with regard to tbat measure, aa a company 
of convicia with halters round theirmecks, Mr. C. 
nrotested to Heaven that nothing eould be further 
Vom hia mind tban any such a thoaght; on the con- 
trary, he had been Sedulously desirous of avoiding 
any fanguage which coud wound the feelings ot 
those with whom it had been his misfortune to dit- 
fer. Me. C. was happy ia.the epportunity of mak- 
ing this explanation, although he telt very sure that 
it could scarcely be reeessary in the view of any 
gentleman of the senate who had been present at 
the time. The resolution he now offered proposed 
an immediate repeal of the sub-treasury law. 
was ready, however, to make aay alteration in the 
terms of the resolution which should cause it to 
conform to the wishes of gentlemen. 

Mr. Wright said that he should not interpose any 
objection ot time; if the gentleman from Kentucky 
would consent so lar to modify the language of the 
resolution as to make it the dnty of the committee 
to inquire into the expediency ol repealing the law 
iu question, Mr. W. would cheerfally vote lor it. 

Mr. Clay replied that he had aot the feast ob- 
jection, aud wauld modify the resolution accord- 
ingly, Indeed, this was the more necessary since 
he believed there were some portions of the law 
which it might be expedient to retain. 

Mr. Calhoun said he inust confess his great sur- 
prise that a resolution like this should have been 
offered. The senate had yesterday, withont auy 
opposition, coasented to raise a special. committees 
ot nine to express the views of tlie eenate on the 
entire subject of the finance and currency. After 
this, ha thought it due to a larze portion of the peo- 
ns ol tha United States, and also of the members ol 

he senate, that that corainittee shauld take up (his 
matter of the subtreasury as part and parcel of the 
general subjeet committed to them. — Belore the ee 
pale was asked to repcal the sub-freasury faw, let 


He! 


| the pet banks, or whatever else it was—so that the 
senate and the country might see the whole ques- 
tion to be considered. He hoped the senator from 
Kentucky would not persist in pressing his resolu- 
ton. Was it fair that those who considered the 
snh-treasary system as the only constitutional and 
the only expedient mode of keeping the finances of 
the governinent, should be called upon, at once, 
withont opportunity for consideration, to repeal 
that system blindfofded, withoat being told what 
was to follow? 
Mr. Cloy said the senator could not certainly have 
heard the resolution as modified, or he never would 
have employed such language in regard to it. He 
| called for the reading of the paper; and it was read 
accordingly. 

Mr. Calhoun said that he bad not heard the modi- 
fication; bnt, even if he bad, be should still have 
objected to the resolution as modified. There was 
already a special committee appointed to take into 
consideration the whole subject of a fiscal agent for 
the safe keeping and disbursement of the public re- 
venue, He called for the reading of the resolution 
specifying the duties of the select committee; which 
was read. Mr. C. said that this resolation certain- 
ly embraced the subject of the sub-treasury, which 
its friends considered as the most perlect of fiscal 
agents that could possibly be devised for the ends 
to be effected. 

Mr. Clay. That may be; but we think no ench 
thing. Mr. C. should really have supposed that 
|the senator from South Carolina would have lor- 

borne the remarks he had made it be had heard the 
resolution. Ina large and liberal spirit of conces- 
aay Mr. C. had at once consented to madify it so 
as to meet the wishes of the senator from N. York, 
j EMr. Wright], aad had put the resolation in a form 
wbich oaght to have protected it from remarks 
sach as the senator had made. As to the position 
|that repeal necessarily invofved substitution, Mr. 
C. differed from the senator entitely.. So far from 
this, if there was to be no substitute nnder heaven 
for the sub-treastry scheme il repeated, he wonld 
vevertheless repeal it, and that in deference to the 
lacerti will ot the people of the United States.— 


| But there was no concealinent, no mystery inlend- 
ed. Mr. C. woukt tell the honorable senator, at 
ouce, and with all frankness, what he went for, 
and what he believed his friends who acted with 
him meant to go for—and that was a baak of the 
| United States. That was the object in view. But 
as tbe architect, before be erected a building, first 
cleared away the rubbish which occupied and en- 
cambered the ground on which tt was to stand, so 
| ihe friends of à national baak desired first to re- 
ees this sub-treasury scheme clean out of the 
way. When they had done that then they were pre- 
| pared to move in the ‘irectaccomplishment of their 
jobject. When they had got a clean and fair sheet 
of paper before them, theu they should be prepared 
to inscribe upon it whatever a majority ol the se- 
nale might deem most expedient for the publie 
good. Mir. C. again observed that he had hoped, 
\after yielding at once to the wishes ot the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. H right], the resolution 
in its modified shape would have encountered no 
| opposition from any quaiter. 

Mr. Calhoun repeated that the molification of 
the resolution had not met lis ear; bat he inast still 
object. He knew perfectly welf that the only at- 
ternative was the sub-treasnry or a bank of the U. 

| States; hence it was that in 1837 he had taken 
ground against the one and in favor of the other.— 
The senator had observed that an architect pulled 
down first and built up afterwards. This was a 
metaphor, but metaphors did not always turn out to 
be sound argninents. The position of the senator 
might be true iu archilecture, bat it was not true 
in legislation. The mere repeal of the sub-treasury 
would reinstate the pet bauk syste. The creation 
of a bank of tlie United States would supercede the 
pet banks. He could not vote for the resolation at 
all, especially since the avowal of the senator. 

Mr. Clay rejuined. The resolution adopted by 
the senate yesterday for the appointment ol a select 
committee on the subjects of finanee and of a fiscal 


agent did not cover this matter of the sub-treasury, 
fur the duties of that committee rather looked to an 
increase of the revenues; but even it it did, this act 
ofrepeal was an implied exception. Mr. C. said 
he most heartily concurred with the sentiment ex- 
pressed by the senator from South Carolina, that the 
only afternative before the nation was the sab-trea- 
sory or a bank of the United States. Undonbtedly; 
there was no other alternative. The senator, with 
great manliness, had admitted this; so had tbe other 
senator, [Mr. J¥ right], on a former occasion: it had 
always been Mr. C's own conviction; and he was 
most glad to hear the fact so trankty admitted in that 
quarter. The only alternative, then being a snb- 
treasary or a bank of the U. States, and the people 
of the U. States having most decidedly and anequi- 
vocally condemned and repudiated the sub-treasury, 
it only remained that congress shonld provide in 
due season a bank of the United States. But this 
was not a session for tatking; it was pre-emineutly 
the season for action. The day of judgment is 
come, (said Mr. Clay, with great emphasis and ani- 
mation), the day of judgment, I hope, is come—at 
least to our political world. 

Mr. Calhoun said that when he had before re- 
markea that there was but one alternative beside 
the snb-treasury, he meant to be understood that 
political parties 1u the country had so rallied on these 
two measures that there was, practically, no other 
alternative. Bnt there were other alternativea 
which taight be adopted. The pet bank system 
was an alteruative, though, in practice, it was buta 
“half-way honse" ou the road to a bank of the 
United States. The senator himself had so desig- 
nated it, and bad declared himself content to lodge 
in it fora year or two. But Mr. C had always 
known that it must come toa national bank at last, 
if the sub-treasury were once abandoned. 1t was 
ia this view that he had resisted this scheme in 
1837, and should continue to resist it in all ita 
stages. 

Mr. Rives said he should vote for the resolution, 
not on the gronud that, if the sub-treasury were re- 
pealed, the only other alternative must be a bank 
of the United States. He thonght there were many 
alternatives. ‘Ibe president in bis message had in- 
dicated several. There were the state banks, there 
was a United States bank, as formerly organized, 
and there was a fiscal agent which might be mark- 
ed with a very different character. The removal 
of the sub-treasury would at feast narrow the field 
of choice. If tbat should be thrown aside, the 
senate might sooner reach adecision as to what 
shonld be substituted for it. He entirely agreed 
with the president, that a large majority of the peo- 
ple of the United States had unequivocally con- 
demned the measure, while, at the same time, they 
had not prononnced their will in favor of any other. 
The senator from Sonth Carolina himself had ex- 
pressly adinitted on a former occasion that tlie sub- 
treasury had beea condemned by the voice of the 
nation. So, at feast, he was represented to have 
said; for Mr. R. did not speak from his own per- 
sonal recollection. 

Mr. Calhoun begged feave lo correct the senator 
from Virginia. ‘The statement Mr. C. had made 
was that, in regard to the snb-treasury, taken as a 
sole and solitary measure, the people had declared 
their opposition to it, bat thea there had not been a 
greater majority in favor either of the pet bank 
scheme, or that of a United States bank. 

Mr. Rives. Well; a majority of the people being 
confessedly against the sab-treasury, he did not see 
why congress might aot, forthwith, proceed to exe- 
cute the pablic will. When that was done, the 
state bank question would revive, and thea it wonld 
be lor congress to say whether those banks should 
hold the public moaeys, or whether we should adopt 
a bank of the United, or should create a new fiscal 
agent. Without inteading, at this, time to commit 
himself to either of the three sehemes, Mr. R. waa 
prepared at once to commit himself, as the natiou 
had committed itsell, to the repeal of the sub-trea- 
sury law. 

‘The question being now called for on Ihe resolu- 
tion— 

Mr. Calhoun proposed to amend il by adding the 
words “and to report a substitute." 

Mr. Clay hoped the amendment woald not ba 
made; and he called for the question 

Mr. Calhoun demanded the yeas and nays, whieh 
were ordered. 

Mr. Clay. The ameadmeat proposes that the 
finance committee shali report a substitute for the 
sub-treasury; that is, it totally noflifies the select 
committee which the sepate appointed on the sub- 
ject of finance and a fiscal agent of the government, 

Mr. Woodbury suggested whether it would not 
be expedient to reler the pending resolution to the 
select committee instead ol to the committee on 
finance. 
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Mr. Clay said that the select committee stood on a 
special and peenliar ground, and the objects of its 
appointment did not embrace that of this resolntion; 
if he thought that they did, he would with pleasure 
adopt the sugzestion. 

Mr. Walker asked whether the subject was not 
already belore the select eommittee, and whether 
the amend ment would not defeat that reference? 


Mr. Culhoun said his object was to take the sense 
of the senate whether they intended to act separate- 
ly on this subject without the other matters connect- 
ed with it. "There were three sets of opinions in 
the country—one for a national bank, one for the 
net banks, and one for the sub-treasury. The ob- 
ject of this resolution had been distinctly avowed; 
it was the establishment of a national bank. The 
sub-treasury had just commenced its operations, 
why not give it a fair trial? 

{Mr. Clay, across, Because the people have 
condemned it.] 

It is said there is a majority of the people oppos- 
ed to it; and so, I believe, there is against the pet 
bank system, and against a bank of the United 
States. If (he resolution was adopted, Mr. C. did 
not care to which committee it was referred. 

Mr. Walker preferred its reference to the select 
committee on the currency, &c. 

The question was now put ou Mr. Cathoun’s 
amendment, and decided by yeas and nays as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS~—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Ala. Fulton, King. McRoberts, Nichol- 
son, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, ot Con. Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Dates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Prese 
ton, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, Woodbridge —27. 

The resolution ol Mr. Clay, was then adopted, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the committee on finance be derect- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of repealing the act | 
entitled “an actto provide for the collection, safe-kcep- 
ing, transfer and disbursement of the publie revenues.” 

On motion ot Mr. Clay,so much of the president's 
message as relates to the subject of the finances was 
referred. to the cotamittee on finance. 

Mr Rives moved that so much of the president's 
message as relates to foreign affaiis be referred to 
the committee on foreign affairs. 

Mr. Buchanan hoped the senator would defer 
that motion fora day or two: he desired to pay par- 
ticular attention to the late correspondence between 
the British minister and the present secretary of) 
state. His impressions were very different at pre- 
sent on the law ol nations [roin those of that distin- 
guished gentleman. He did not know that he was 
correct in his views, and if, on examination, he 
found that he was not, be should most cheerfully 
yield his opinions. 

Mr. Rives assented. 

On motion of Mr. Hunlinglon, so much of the | 
president’s ipessage as relates to commerce was re- 
erred to the committee on coinnierce. 

Mr. Preston submitted ihe following: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
communicate to tle senate the causes which led to the 
sulmg of the United States squadron from the Medi- 
terranean, and the return nf the Brandywine, together 
with such official correspondence connected there with 
as in his opinion it may not be iinproper to communi- 
cale. 

Mr. Sevier submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested io inform the senate why general Matthew 
Arbuckle has been removed from his command at Fort 
Gibson, west of Arkansas, to Baton Rouge, in Loni- 
siana, where there are no United States troops. 

And then the senate adjourned. 


June 4. The senate was called to order at 12 
o'clock. 

Mr. Sevier, on his request, was excused from 
serving on the committee on private land claims.— 
He asked for the substitution of his colleague, Mr. 
Fullon, in his place 

Mr. Clay, trom the co 
ed a bill repealing the sub-treasury law. 
first time and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Clay asked that it be read asecond time now. 
Mr. Wright objected. lt was, atter some brief ex- 

lanations between Messrs. Clay, Wright and Cat- 
houn, by general consent, made the special order 
of the day tor twelve o’clock on Monday next. 

[For a copy of the bili, see page 233.] 

Mr. Foung presented a memorial of citizen's of 
Iinois, for a bankrupt law, and a memorial for cou- 
firmation of land tities. He asked for tbe printing 
of them. 

Mr. Cloy objected. He strongly deprecated the 
intrndnetion of ordiuary business, and he wished to 
cheek it at the outset.” He hoped that the senator 


mmittee on finance, report- 
Bill read 


from Illinois would withdraw his request until next 
session, when the petitions would be presented 
again. 

Mr. Young accepted the suggestion, and with- 
drew his motion to print. 

Mr. Tallmadge presented memorials for a bank- 
rupt law. 

Mr. Linn suggested that it was desirable that a 
tule or resolution should be adopted, totally exelud- 
ing all business except on the subjects named in 
the taessage. Such a reso 
at the cominenceinent of the extra session in 1837. 


June, 1836, be, and tbe same are hereby, repealed: 
Provided, 'That thisrepeal shall not TH mpa 
any securities which may have been taken for the 
safe-keeping of the pnblie moneys deposited with 
any of the banks in the said aet mentioned, nor any 
remedies to enforce the said securities which have 
been, or may hereafter be, prosecuted. 

By this section the whole of the act of 1836 would 
be repealed, save the two sections which provide 
for the deposite of the surplus fuadsin the treasury 


lution had been adopted | with the several states; this provision, be presum- 


ed, was to be considered as af a permanent charac- 


A brief discussion followed on this subject, be- | tcr, and not to be repealed. 


tween Messrs. Clay, Berrien, Calhoun and Hunting- 
lon; a 
Monday, to give time for the preparation of a reso- 
ution. 

The senale adjourned at half- past twelve, to meet 
on Monday next, at twelve o'clock. 

Jane 7. The bill reported on the 4th by Mr. 
Clay, from the committee on finance, to repeal the 
sub-treasury act, being under consideration. 

Mr. Cluy rose and said he had only a word or 
two to offer by way of explanation on the provisions 
of the bill, and on the consequences which would 
result froin its passage into a law. 

The first section contained the repeal of the sub- 
treasury act. Should that repeal take place, the 


state of the treasury, or rather the state of the finan-. 


ces of the country, would be this: it would be under 


the operation of the law of 1739 establishing the j 


treasury depaitment; under the resolutions af 1816 
as to tlie medium receivable in payment of the pub- 
lic dues; and under the law of 1836 establishing 
what was familiarly called the pet-bank system, 
(but this last law Mr. C. proposed by an amend- 
ment to repeal). 

The second section of the bill contained the re- 
enactment of one of the sections of the existing sub- 
treasury law with a slight alteration adapting its pro- 
visions to the present changed state of the country. 
and containing a new principle. Under the law as 
it hefore stood, embezzlement of the public money 
was made felony; but in its practical application, a 
difficulty arose. A public otficer neglected to pay 
over at (he proper time the balance in his hands; 
a demand of the money was made by government, 
and the officer refused; and the question arose 
whether, in such case, the officer could or could not 
be prosecuted for embezzlement? To obviate this 
difficulty hereafter, the present bill provided that 
the refusal of an officer under such demand shall 
be held to be prima facie evidence of cinbezzlement, 
and unless the individual shall be able clearly to show 
that the refusal was unaccompanied by any unlaw- 
{ul intent, he shall be subject to all the penalties 
provided in another part of the bill against those 
wbo embezzle the public property. 

Mr. C. went on to observe that should the bill 
pass in its form as reported, the consequence would 
be the revival of the act ot 1836, establishing the 
state bank system. He supposed, however, there 
was no disposition on any side of the house to revive 
that system—a system which had beet found in 
practice so very inconvenient, and which would 
now be still more so from the changed cireurostan- 
ces of the country and of the banks. By that law 
the secretary was prohibited from making any de- 
posite of the public money in any bank which did 
not pay specie on demand, and also iu any bank is- 
suing promissory notes under the denomination of 
five dollars; a prohibition which, if enforced at this 
time, would exclude him from a large majority of 
the banks of the whole country. Mr. C. said he 
did not introduce a section repealing the act of 1536, 
because he cherished the confident hope that should 
the bill pass into a law, it would speedily be follow- 
ed by another bill providing for a bank of the 
United States, or lor some competent fiscal agent, 
such as should furnish to the people that which, of 
all things, they now wanted most, asouud and uni- 
form currency. It might, however, by possibility, 
bappen, though he conld scarce anticipate such a 
thing as in the least likely to occur, tha 
bill might be passed, or, at least, not fot a month o 
six weeks perhaps, during which interval this law 
of 1836 coming up in revived force might operate 
exceedingly to embarrass the secretary of the trea- 
sury in conducting the fiscal operations of the go- 
vernment. With a view to avoid both contingen- 
cies, viz: either of no bill’s passing, or of its passage 
being delayed, Mr. C. liad prepared an amendment 
to come in as a third section of the bill iu the words 
following: 

„And be it further enacted, That all of the act en- 
titled “an act to regulate the deposites of the pub- 
lic money," which passed on the 23d June, 1836, 
except the 12th and tth sections thereof, and the 
act suppleinentary thereto, approved 4th July, 1836, 
entitled “ao act supplementary to an act to re ulate 
the deposites of the publie moucy,”” passcd 23d 


Mr. C. added he did not mean to say one word on 


nd the whole was by agreement deferred till | the policy of the sub-treasury system, or attemptto 


reargue that question; and if he had not misappre- 
hended the temper and disposition of the senate, 
gentlemen on all sides of the house were as little 
disirous of this as he could be. Out of respect to 
the country, to the senate, and to himself, he should 
resolutely abstain from again entering on a question 
whicli had been already snfliciently argued, and 
needed no rediseussion now. In saying this he 
hoped that no offence would be understood as in- 
tended to the feelings of any gentleman; it was one 
of those cases which wontd sometimes occur when 
a ditference of opinion took place between the mem- 
hers of the national legislature, or a part of them, 
and tlie body of the people at large. 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. Calhoun said that if he had rightly under- 
stood the object of the senator in proposing this 
amendment, 1t was to get clear of certain dilficul- 
ties and restraints imposed upon the secretary, in 
consequence of changes which had taken place 
since the passage of the law of 1836. Certain banks 
which could at that time be made the depositories 
ol the public money were, in consequence of these 
changes and of the prohibitions in tbe law, pieclud- 
ed at this time from beingso used. If this was his 
object, he might get at it much more easily by sim- 
ply moving to repeal so much of the law as contain- 
ed those prohibitions. The law had been passed un- 
dera thorough and generat conviction that it was 
wrong to have the entire treasury under absolute 
executive control, and for the express purpose of 
taking the public money from under that control, 
and placing it under the guardianship of the law.— 
Bat now it was propased to undo all this, to retrace 
aur steps, and repeal the law. And on what ground? 
Why, that in a few weeks a law wauld be passed 
establishing a bank of the United States; so that, 
if that expectation should fail and no such law 
should pass, then the entire public treasure would 
be lelt, as it was before the passage of the law of 
1836, under the absolute disposal of the executive! 

[Here Mr. Clay gave sigus of dissent.] 

The gentleman shakes his head. Under what 
control then will it be? 

Mr. Clay. Under the law of 1789. 

Mr. Calhoun. Well, I will go back most cheer- 
fully to the law of 1789. It that is the meaning of 
the senator, let him move an amendment, (or if not, 
1 will doit), declaring that the law of 1789 is here- 
by revived. It declares that the revenue shall be 
received iu gold and silver only, and shall be kept 
hy the treasurer of the United States. d 

Mr. Clay said he never had alluded lo the subject 
of a metallic medium, or of any manner in which 
the dues of the United States were to be paid. He 
bad merely said that sbould the sub-treasury law 


| be repealed, the country would be under the law of 


1789, under the resolutions of 1816, and under the 
law ol 1836 unless that should be repealed. What 
he toeant to say was, that under the principles now 
revived. as to the powers of the president, the act 
of 1789 would operate as a complete security to the 
treasury till a new law should be enacted. 

Mr. Calhoun said that, asto that, the law of 1789 
was as much in force in 1836, when the law was 
passed to regulate the deposites, asit was now; aud 
yet president Jackson himself admitted that the 
public money was left absolutely under executive 


t no such | control, and that this state of things ought not to 
r | continue. 


Did gentlemen now propose at one blow 
to undo what it had cost such strenuous efforts and 
so much prolonged and excited discussion to agree 
upon? Andon what ground? Simply because a 
part of the law of 1836 would, at this time, impose 
inconvenient and embarrassing restrictions. Well, 
if that was the case, why not sunply repeal so much 
of the law as imposed these restrictions? If (he se- 
nator wanted ta go back to the law of 1789, it was 
what Mr. C. himself earnestly desired. But hisob- 
ject now was to record his objections to the amend- 
inent as proposed; and with this view be demaaded 
the yeas and nays. 
. And they were ordered by the senate. N 
Mr. Clay asked the senator from South Carolina 
to recall to mint what were the assertions of exe- 
cutive power advanced by geneial Jackson and his 
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friends in 1836. The removal of the deposites in| 
1833, taken in connexion with gen Jackson’s alleg- 

ed right to remove any secretary of the treasury 

who opposed that measure, went the whole length 

of making a secretary of the treasury the mere crea- 

ture of the executive will. This doctrine Mr. C. 

and those who then acted with him utterly and stre- 

nuously denied; and he denied it still. The power 

assumed by president Jackson over the public mo- | 
ney and over the secretary of the treasury was with- 

out law and against law, and wholly arbitrary and 

tyrannical. But he would not now revive that dis- 

cussion. Under such principles, the treasury was 
at the absolute mercy ol the executive. The whole | 
doctrine and the whole proceeding was against the 

law: and he had no doubt, could the question have 

been brought before a judicial tribunal, the secre- 

tary might have been convicted betore any court in 

tke country. Mr. Clay had considered the law of 

1789 as always in foice: the union of the purse and 

the sword was in the face of that law. These had 

been their principles then, and they were“ their 

principles now. It opposite principles, indeed, pre- 

vailed at this day, as they had in 1836, il there were 

now any danger of the removal of the deposites by 

the executive mandate, aad the repetition of the 

specie cireular, then it might be dangerous to re- 

peal this law of 1836: but snch was not the case; [ 
and if the law of 1836 were repealed, the law ot 

1789 would immediately revive, and in union with 

the resolutions of 1816 would prescribe the duties 

of government in relation to the public moneys. 

Mr. Benton went into a revision of some of the 
cireninstances which led to and accompanied the 
removal of the deposites in 1833. Headverted to the 
strong language then employed by those who oppos- 
ed that measure, declaring that the public money 
was in the lawless possession of (he executive. He 
reminded the senate of the repeated Inessages of 
president Jackson, inviting congress to regulate the 
subject by Jaw; and then referred to the enactment 
of the Jaw of 1836, and the effects of that law; but; 
what was proposed now? To repeal the law by a 
stroke of the pen, and remit the public treasure to 
the “lawless custody of the executive.” As to the 
law of 1789, it had been just as much in force in 
1836 as it was now, yet these gentlemen then 
preached, trom day to day, that the money was in 
the lawless control of the president. Mr. B. con- 
tended that, except the law of 1836, there was no 
law to regulate the custody and Management of the 
public treasure. But it was said that there was no 
need of the law now, because those in power held 
principles which would prevent them from any 
hnproper use of the publie money, they were a 
different sort of people; and therefore they needed 
oo law to regulate their conduet. This, Mr. B. 
said, Was the very first time, during the twenty 
years he had had a seat in that house, that he had 
heard such a doctrine brought forward. It was the 
first time he had heard that there was to he a diffe- 
rence made between men in the making of the 
laws of the land; that laws were necessary to go- 
vern one set of men, but not another; that the 
priuciples of one set of public officers were so 
pure that they needed no laws to govern them. He 
called upon the senate to put the brand of its re. 
probation upon doctrines like this. He should, at 
all events, record his dissent from them. 

Mr. Culhoun said it was not his purpose to go at 
large into the arguinent. He only wished the se. 
nate to understand that it was now proposed, with- 
out the least. necessity, to return back to that state 
of things which preceded the passage of the law of 
1836. He had himself differed from general Jack- 
son in toto, with regard to the removal of the de- 
posites; but he must do him the justice to say that 
at had been his deliberate opinion that, when the 
public moneys lay in the banks of the states unre- 
gulated by ław, they were ina wrong condition. 
In confirmation of this position, Mr. C. called for 
the reading of an executive message calling tlie at- 
teution of congress to this subject; [which was read 
accordingly]. 

In conformity with tliis recommendation, the 
law of 1836 had been passed alinost unanimously; 
yet now an amendinent was proposed which went 
to put back the public money exactly where it had 
been before, giving the president. discretionary 
power to say in what bauk it shonld be kept, and 
When and whither it should be removed. Save the 
removal of the deposites from the Bank of the 
United States, general Jackson himself claimed no 
power beyond this. The pretext he had already 
stated, but the whole difficulty could be removed 
by repealing the-5th section of the law which cre- 
ated certain disabilities which woull now operate 
very incouveniently. Under this view, Mr. C. 
would inove te amend the amendment by striking 
ont all but the enacting words, ang? a 
substitule the following: 


1 


inserting as il 


That so much of the 5th section of the sct of 22d. 
June, 1836, as provides that no hank shall be se- 
lected or continued as a place of deposite of the 
public money, which shall, after the 4th of July, 
1336, issue or pay out any note or bill of a less de- 


nomination than $5; and that no notes or bills of 


any bank be received in payment of any debt due 
to the United States which shall, after the sail 4th 
of July, 1836, issue any note or bill oť a less deno- 
mination than $5, be, and the same is hereby, 
repealed. 

his would meet tbe whole objection, without 
leaving the public treasure at the executive control. 
Mr. C. had all respect for the executive, bnt he 
Would not consent to leave the treasury at his dis- 
posal for two days, much less for a month or six 
weeks. The senator from Kentucky, indeed, said 
that the law of 1789 would be still in force. No- 
thing, certainly, would gratify Mr. C. more than a 
returnu to the provisions of that law; it might very 
truly be called a sub-treasury act; it declared that 
the publie funds shall be kept by a treasurer, and 
received in gold and silver only. But, by what 
process he would not now say, that law had be- 
come a dead letter. Could it be revived, nothing 
would gratify Mr. C. in a higher degree. But he 
would ask gentlemen if all which had passed to-day 
on this subject did not go to prove that, as he had 
at first. maintained, the sub-treasury law ought to 
remain in force til] some substitute for it was pro- 
vided? It might, in architecture, do very well to 
taxe down one bnilding before you laid the founda- 
tion of another, but this did nof hold in legislation. 
Why not leave the sub-treasury law as it stood till 
Some other measure could be agreed on? Could it 
be from personal feeling?—from party triumph? 
Why re-unite the purse and the sword alter so 
loudly denounciug that union? 

The amendment of Mr. Calhoun having now 
been read at the secretary’s table— 

Mr. Rives addressed ihe senate. The effect ol 
the amendment proposed by the senator from Ken- 
tucky would be to nullify, to a great extent, the 
action of the senate. The sub-treasury law had in 
it two features peculiarly odiaus. One was the re- 
quirement to collect the revenue in gold aud silver, 
and the other to place the money thus collected in 
the custody of executive agents. But was not the 
effect of the amendment of the senator from Ken- 
tucky to re-cstablish the sub-treasury law, at least 
in one of these odious features? It gave the per- 
sonal custody of the public treasure to exeeutive 
offieers. Mr. R. here reverted to the objections 
which had been urged against this state of things 
after the removal of the deposites, and previous to 
the passage of the law of 1836. The law of 1789 
was as much in force then as now. And where did 
it place the publie treasure? In the custody ot the 
treasurer of the United States. And who was he? 
An executive officer, removable at the pleasure ol 
the president of the United States, and exercising 
the privilege of selecting, according to his own dis- 
cretion, the depositories where the moneys were to 
be placed, and when so placed they were held to be, 
constructively, in the custody of the treasury itself, 
And what guaranty had the country for the safe- 
keeping of tunds 30 disposed of? None but the trea- 
Surer’s bond of $150,000. Who could consider 
the public funds sate under such a security? If 
this state of things must recur, surely there would 
at least be needed a stronger security than this. 

Mr. R. insisted that the proper course at this 
time was simply to repeal the Sub-treasury law, 
and then stop till they conld agree upor some ore 
of the several substitutes which had been suggested. 
Of these there were at least tliree to choose out ol: 
first, the state banks; secondly, a bank of tbe 
United States on the old plan; or, lastly, a new 
fiscal ageut. For his own part, he believed that 
the people of the United States would even preter 
to see the public money kept in the state banks, 
provided they were restricted to such as paid spe- 
cie, to having them put under the discretion nf the 
executive. There were many banks which still 
continued to redeem their notes. The senator from 
Kentucky seemed to desire not only to put down 
the sub-treasury law, but, by the same blow, to 
prostrate the state banks, and any other fises] agent; 
so that nothing should remain to be adopted but a 
bank of the United States. Ile hoped the senator 
would consent to adopt the ameadment proposed by 
the senator from South Carolina, and surrender the 
measure he had proposed, and to which there were 
ao many serious objectiona. 

Mr. Mungum thought there was in the senate 
much unnecessary excitement on this inatter; gen- 
tlemen seemed disposed to look at it rather as dia- 
lectieians than in that point of view in which it 
would be looked at by the paolic. Ife thought 
there was no real 


the committee of finance and those of the gentle- 


difference between the views of 


man from Virginis, (Mr. Rives). If the sub-trea- 
snry should be repealed, the country would be 
thrown upon the law of 1836; bnt the provisions of 
that law were such that scarce a depository conld 
be used of all that were in the United States. Of 
the fifty banks of New England, there was scarce 
one that did not issue bills under the denomination 
of five dollars. Tt was, therefore, a new question 
of convenience, during the short period between the 
repeal of the sub-treasury law and the adoption nf 
a substitute; for they did not mean to stop at the 
‘“shalf-way house." They desired the eslablish- 
ment ofa bank of the United States; but, if that 
should fail, (which he could not suppose, ) still they 
had no intention of adjourning withont placing the 
public moneys under the custody of law. The in- 
ference, therefore, was not to be drawn, that there 
was any idea ol abandoning the principles con. 
tended for in 1836. The only qnestion was, whe- 
ther they should abandon the law of 1836 for a few 
weeks, till a final law could be agreed on, or should 
leave the secretary of the treasury to struggle with 
all the emharrassments which must beset him should 
that law be revived? A short time would settle the 
question; aud then, ifno bank of the United States, 
or other fiscal agent, could be agreed upon, the pub- 
lic money must be placed in the state banks, sub- 


ject to regulations to be provided by law. 


Mr. Barrow said that be certainly had not nnder- 
stood tlie political disenssions of the last ten years 
if the repeal of the law of 1836 wonld not place the 
nation in the very condition which the whig party 
had so loudly and strenuously deprecated. He 
could not cencur in tlie view expressed by the se- 
nator from North Carolina, (Mr. Mangum). It 
appeared to hiin that it would be far better for the 
whig party to fall back on the law of 1836, than to 
allow the public deposites to be at the discretion of 
the executive even for a single day. After all he 
had been telling the people of his district fnr ten 
years past, he never could consent to adopt the 
amendment proposed by the senator from Kentucky. 
He would prefer even the continuance of the sub- 
treasury law to this so loudly deprecated union of 
the purse and the sword. He had great respect for 
the opinion of his political friends, and was disposed 
to deter toit when he could without a sacrifice of 
principle, but he could not follow their lead in a 
measure like this. 

When the deposites were remnved, the whole 
American people united in the demand to have 
them placed under the regulation of law, and it wag 
in consequence of that demand that the law of 1836 
had been passed. He was aware that the Jaw could 
not be carried out in its present form, since a large 
portion of the banks did not now pay specie; but he 
would rather alter the law so aa to allow the public 
money to be placed even in such banks than have 
it left to the diseretion of the executive, for bim to 
say where it shonld be put and when it shonld be 
withdrawn. He was in tavor of allowing time for 
further deliberation; the subject was more compli- 
cated than some gentlemen imagined. He would 
rather revive the Jaw of °36 in foto than leave the 
public money for thirty or sixty days at executive 
discretion, When the United States bank was re- 
chartered in 1816, the law of 1789 was repealed, 
and new directions were given for the control of 
the public money. The removal of the deposites 
in 1833 was not a repeal of the law of 1816, hnt a 
nullification of it, Mr. B. said that if he was forced 
to vote now, he must vote for the amendinent of the 
senator from South Carolina, ( Mr. Calhoun). He 
differed from some gentlemen on both sides of the 
house; but he preferred at present the simple repeal 
of the sub treasury law. He did not believe that the 
people of Louisiana had so much distrust lor banka 
as some people imagined. 

Mr. Preston said that the only real question was 
one of time. All agreed that it was proper the pub- 
lie treasure should not be leit without the control 
of law: and there was bnt little difference as to a 
further step, viz: whether it should not be put un- 
der further control than by the law of 1789: for it 
had beeu conceded, iu the discussions of 1816, that 
the state of the public moneys was not sala, though 
they were slill under the law of 1789. He presum- 
ed, that if, whether thea or now, it was preposed to 
re-enact the naked law of 1789, there would be a 
general if not universal objection to it. The gene- 
ral direction to a treasurer to receive and keep the 
publie money was not a sufficient separation of it 
from executive control, su long as that officer inight 
himself be removed by the president. The law of 
1836 had passed by an unusually large majority: it 
was passed in response to calls irom the executive: 
and though not intended aa a permanent provision 
on the subject, it was at least better than the law of 
1789. Acting on the principles then avowed, we 
should proceed with great caution. , None of those 
on his side of the house intended lo leave the pub- 
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lic treasure without the guardianship of law. Yet 
they ought to move cautiously and scrupulously.— 
Not that he believed the state bank system had had 
a full and fair experiment. No system could have | 
done otherwise than fail under such auspices. Yet | 
he did not concur with his friend from North Caro- | 
fina that the public funds should remain under ex- 
ecutive control far any time at all. He thought 
they ought not to remove one restraint till they 1m- 
posed another in its place: they should not untie the 
executive hands till they had another cord prepared 
to bind them. He concurred with those who de- 
sired the repeal of the sub-treasnry law. He had 
always been opposed to it. He had thought it bet- 
ter to abide under the law of 1836 than to rush into 
an untried and doubtful experiment. He thought 
so still; and would rather go back to that law with 
all its imperfections on its head than confer on the 
executive the diseretionary control of the public 
moneys for any period, however brief. It seemed 
to be demanded, by the voice of the nation, that 
the sub-treasury be repeated. He concurred with 
that voice; and though he should, for himself, have 
preferred a repeal only of the specie clause, leaving 


tinued till 1836. What would be the practical 
course of things? The secretary of the treasury 
would make his deposites in specie-paying banks, 
but without regard to the deaomination of the bills 
they might issue; and in non-specie-paying banks 
where he thought they were safe; and this arrange- 
ment would be temporarily adopted till a bank was 
created, or some proper fiscal agent in its place. 
Gentlemen seemed not to have reflected on the 
consequences of rejecting the amendment. What 
would be tlie condition otthe secretary of the trea- 
sury? The diffieulty did not arise from one section 
ot the law of 1836 alone; all parts of the Jaw, from 
one end of it to the other, were full of sources of 
embarrassment. He must make contracts which 
would frequently require protracted negotiation; 
and in this also he would be thwarted and hatnper- 
ed by that law. If the law was to continue, it must 
be re-enacted after a thorough revision. If that was 
the scheioe of the senator, let him say so; let him 
come out at once, boldly, like a man, and avow it. 
Mr. C. hoped the amendment would prevail; if it 
was rejected, it would only produce a see-saw be- 
tween two different systems; and the effect would 


the residue ol the machinery untouched, he subinit- | be to revive a miserable, rickety, inefficient law, 
ted to the expression of the public will. He hoped | which would be useless as to a great part of the 
the amendment proposed by the senator from Ken- | conntry. 
tucky would not be insisted on. Mr. Calhoun said it seemed to him tbat the se- 
Mr. Clay said he was very indifferent to the fate | nator from Kentucky was on the high road towards 
of the amendment, but he thought that gentlemen | proving that the sub-treasury law should not be re- 
bad not quite done bim justice while urging their | pealed. lfit was, either the treasury must be left 
objections to it. For, in the first place, the law ot | unregulated altogether, or the law regulating it 
1836 did no more put the public deposites under would be so full of embarrassments that it could 
the control of law, according to the doctrine main- | hot get along. The argument amounted to this: 
tained and insisted on by general Jackson. than the | thut the sub-treasnry shonld be left to stand till a 
act of 1816. What was that doctiine? That every | substitute was agreed upon. Mr. C. did not think 
executive officer is bound to contarm to the orders | the senator from Kentucky had done general Jack- 
of the presideut, and it he refuses to do so, the} on justice in his account of the reraoval of the de- 
. president may remove him. Apply this to the law | posites. _General Jackson did not recommend their 
of 1836. How were the depositories to be selected | removal in the face of the law, but on the ground 
in which to place the public moneys? By the head that there was no law which obliged him to con- 
of the department; but unless, in making this se- | tinue them in the bank. Tbe senator from Ken- 
lection, he conformed himself to the pleasure ot tucky was not correct in his facts when he said that 
Andrew Jackson, he would be forthwith dismissed. | the banks through four-fifths of the country were 
lt was, then, perfectly idle to talk of any system | hon-specie-paying. The banks in South Carolina 
being efficacious in removing the deposites from paid specie, so did others iu various of the southern 
under the control of such a man. By the power States. Bat did the senator mean that the secretary 
he could ever exert over his subordinates, he could, | Should make his deposites in banks which did not 
at any time, remove or continue the public funds | redeem their notes? Was that the object of his 
among the banks just as he pleased. amendment? If it was, let it be avowed—let the 
Now look at the contingencies that would pre- | country understand it; if it was, Mr. C. should be 
sent themselves should the law of 1836 be con-| utterly and irreconcilably opposed to it. As the 
tinued in force. His friend from Louisiana (Mr.| difficulty arose wholly from the condition of the 
Barrow) had said that he would preter to have the | banks, it might be fully met by repealing the ob- 
public money placed even in non-specie-paying jectionable clause in the law. tt was said, indeed, 
banks to leaving it under executive control. But j that there were other difficulties in other sections 
the law of 1836 would not allow the secretary to | of it; if so, let them be pointed out and removed, 
place it there. What would be the operation of and let the law staud as if the banks had not sus- 
rejecting the amendment? "Torevive a paralytic, | pended. — : R 
more than half of whose limbs were wholly desti-| Mr. Rives again addressed the senate, contending 
tute of aii power of action. All the banks, or that Mr. Clay had been mistaken as to the effect of 
nearly all, in the United States south of N. York, | the law of 1836, in case the sub-treasury should be 
(or perhaps south of New Jersey), had suspended | repealed. _ President Jackson contended that, when 
specie payments, so that if the law were revived |an executive officer was by law clothed with a dis- 
the discretion of the executive would still remain | eretionary power and did not exercise that discretion 
as to all these banks. Ifthe state bank system | in conformity to the will of the president, the pre- 
inust be revived, it ought to be so revived as to be. | sident might rightfully remove him. And on this 
come operative over all the union. As things now ground it was that he removed the secretary of the 
stood, it would have no effect whatever tbronghou! treasury. But the act of 1836 took away all dis- 
lour-fifths of the union, in point of territory, and | cretion from that officer, and therefore Jackson s 
perhaps three-fourths in point of population. Did | doctrine would not apply, and the pnblie moneys 
gentlemen want to resuscitate such a rickety, lall- | would not be left subject to exeentive influence and 
alive thiug as this? He presumed not. Therefore, | control. The law was explicit as to what banks 
he repeated, if this law was to come into existence, | might be employed and as to the ground of reinov- 
it must undergo a complete revision. But if pub. | ing the publie moneys, ) 
lie opinion was to be respected in congress, what Mr. Clay here interposed, and asked Mr. Rives 
had it decided? Two things: first, it had condemn- | Whether, it gen. Jackson, under the law of 1836, 
ed the state bank system, either as a system for the | had said to his secretary of the treasury “take the 
convenience of the government or tor the good of | deposites out of this bank, and pnt them into that, or 
the people; and still more emphatically bad it con- | | wilt remove you from office," it would not have 
demned the sub-treasury law. Public sentiment be- been done? 
ing against both, Mr. C. was for repealing both; and Mr. Rives replied in the negative. For this would 
he was equally against reviving a taw which must be | have been beyond any thing general Jackson ever 
inoperative as respects two-thirds of the union, claimed. Mr. R. spoke with much animation of 
What objection could there be tothe amendment?| the triumph of American liberty, achieved by 
All admitted that there might be a necessity lor | the passage of the law of '36 and of the gallant- 
further legislation; if a bank or other suitable fiscal ry with which the battle for it had been main- 
agent should be appointed, the Jaw would contain | tained, especially by Mr. Clay hitaself, on whom 
directians to the secretary as to the disposition of | he passed a warm euloginim. He feared that gen- 
the publie deposites. But if the law of 1836 was | tileman was pushing his principles of demolition 
to be revived, gentlemen must remember that its|too rapidly. Mr. R. however disclaimed having 
provisions must be changed, since there had been | any scherae to advocate; he would not seek to de- 
two suspensions since it had been first enacted. Tij tain the senate in the half-way-house of the state 
the law should pass, with the amendment, the sub- | banks, far less in such a bawdy-house as the bank 
treasury would be abolished, together with the law | in Phitadelphia. Mr. R. now waited lor the nation 
of 1$36, and the country be placed under the law of|to build up a scheme of its own. Mr. Clay acted on 
1789, as it had been when the deposites were or- | a lofty spirit of compromise now, as on maay for- 
dered to be placed in the old Bank of the United | mer and illustrions occasions, in asking for the plan 
States. That law had revived on the discoutinu-| of the secretary of the treasury: he was very sure 
ance of the first bank, as it had again revived at | that gentleman was acting tor his country?s good 
the discontinuance of the second, and as it con- | and not tor party or personal ascendency; as to the 
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senator from S. Carolina, he had himself denoune- 
ed the state bank system as a “miserable rickety 
system of puny legislation;" if the judgment of the 
nation was against it, let it go down, Mr. R. 
would not plead in its favor: bnt for one he did not 
believe the judgment of the nation had condemn- 
ed as yet, either of the substitutes for a sub-treasu- 
ty. That it had most clearly condemned. Ad- 
mitting the calculation of the senator to be true as 
to the proportion of tion specie paying banks, still 
there were some which did pay specie: and these 
were situated precisely where the government most 
needed them, at prominent commercial points on 
the seabord, Mr. R. concluded a very animated 
speech by disclaiming again all bigoted attach- 
ment to any system; but avowed his preference 
eveu for the rickety law of 1836 to having the de- 
posites left even for a monent at the executive dis- 
cretion. 

Mr. Berrien, expressing a desire for further time, 
was about to move for an adjournment; when 

Mr. Olay earnestly remoostrated, aad pressed for 
a decision, and said, rather than cause a protracted 
discussion, he would, by general consent of the se- 
nate, withdraw his amendment; and he was under- 
stood as withdrawing it accordingly, 

Mr. Berrien, still wishing for further time, moved 
an adjournment; which motion prevailing, the senate 
adjourned, 

June 8. The following resolutions submitted by 
Mr. Benton, on the 2d inst. were taken up, and af- 
ter undergoing some slight modifications, were 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to inform the senate what amount of public 
money has been placed in the hands of disbursing 
agents since the fourth of March last; also, what amount 
ot public money now remains in the hands of disburs- 
ing officers and agents unaceounted for or not reported 
to have been paid over according to law. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to lay before the senate, as soon as the infor- 
mation can be obtained from the disbursing officers 
and agents, what amount of public moneys, if any, 
which have been placed in their hands, are now on de- 
posite in banks; and, alsu, the names of the banks, 
whether specie paying or not, and whether the deposite 
is special or general. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested tointorm the senate of the amount of treasur 
notes which have been issued since the fourth of Mareh 
last, with the dates thereof, the names of the persons 
or corporations to whom issued, and whether the same 
were issued in paymeut of demands on the treasury or 
in exehange for money or bank notes, and if so ex- 
changed, where the same was deposited. 

Resolved, That the president be requested to lay be- 
fore the senate a sehedule of the payments made from 
the treasury during the months of. March, April and 
May of the present year. 

Resolved, That the president be requested to inform 
the senate whether the balance due from the United 
States bank has been paid. Also, whetber the divi- 
dends retained by the bank to pay the damages on the 
French bills of exchange have been paid, and if said 
balance or allowance on either of them has not been 
paid, that the president be requested to inform the se- 
nate what means have been taken to obtaim euch pay- 
ment since the 4th of March last. 

Resolved, That the president be requested to inform 
the senate what amounts, if any thing, are due from 
banks, exclusive of the Bank of the United States, and 
what measures have been takeu since the 4th day of 
March last to collect the same. 

Resolved, That the president be requested to lay be- 
fore tlie senate a statement of the amounts received in 
each of the months of March, April and May last from 
customs, lands and other sources, separately, so lar as 
the same can be ascertained or estimated from the cur- 
rent returus. Also, the amount expended iu each 
mouth, stating separately the aggregate under the three 
several heads for civil, military and naval expenditures. 
Also, a copy ot the last weekly report of the treasurer 
of the United States, showing the amounts of public 
moneys on hand, and the places in which the same 
are deposited. i 

Resolved, That the president of the United Statea be 
requested to inform the senate what allowances have 
been made since the 4th day of March last, if any, for 
Florida claims ansiug under the invasion of East Flo- 
rida in 1812; with the amount in each case allowed, 
with the name of the claimant and his assignee, if as- 
signed, and the name of the ugent or counsel, and the 
date of filing said claim. . 

The resolution submitted on the 3d inst. by Mr. 
Sevier, ot Arkanses, relative to the removal of gen. 
Arbuckle from Fort Gibson to Baton Ronge, was 
taken up, and the question being on its adoption, 

Mr. Preslon spoke in opposition, insisting that it 
was unfit and inexpedient for congress to call on 
the commander-in-chief tor the reasons of every 
military order given by him in relation to the de- 
tails of the army. It was not proper or competent 
for a legislative branch of the government thus to 
interfere with what pertained to the department of 
war in the location of ditfereot officers according to 
its view of the exigencies of the public setvice. 
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Mr. Sevier said that he should be gratified had 
the resolution been suffered to pass without such re- 
marks as called him out in explanation of the faets 
of the case to which the resolution referred. He 
had no wish to make any statements here which 
might be considered of a personal nature, but if the 
president of the United States or his secretary of 
war had a right to disgrace a military officer of high 
standing and long and usefut public service, and 
congress had no right to inquire into the matter, 
all he would say was, that this was the first time he 
had heard such doctrine advaneed, He was him- 
self no military man, and professed to know but lit- 
tle as to the rights of the army. But there were 
some things so plain aud palpable as to strike all 
minds of common sense, on the mere presentation 
of them, as being wrong, oppressive and tyranni- 
cal. Gen. Arbuckle had becn in the west lor twen- 
ty years. His military command embraced the 
whole of the posts on our western frontier, and he 
had condueted himself in il in such a raaoner as 
fully to satisty all the people of that region of coun- 
try. But, since the 4th of March last, he had been 
removed from Fort Gibson and sent to Baton Rouge, 
a post where there was not even a single company 
ot soldiers, and where he hat no dnty to perform. 
He had not been ordered into Florida, lest from his 
military rank he should supersede a government 
favorite in command there, (eol. Worth); but he 
had been sent substantially intu exile at Balon 
Rouge. Why wastlis? Why wasa brave aud ve- 
teran officer of 60 years of age, who had been 40 
years in the army, to be publicly disgraced in his 
old days, and this without reason assigned? Why, 
he asked, was such an order issued? Mr. S. him- 
seif resided on the frontier, and was in circumstan- 
ces lo know in his private and personal capacity the 
true reasons which had led to such a step; reasons, 
however, which he had no hope to obtain from the 
department, even should the resolution be adopted. 
Mr. S. bad been told by an officer of the govern- 
ment to whom he had applied, that gen. Arbuckle 
had been so long at F'ort Gibson that it was tiine be 
was removed fo make room for others. If, indeed, 
that principle was to be carried out in the case of 
other officers in the same region, he might believe 
there was some truth in it. But why must it be 
applied only in a single case, and to an officer in 
whom all the people of that country bad full faith; 
who, by his firmness, vigilance and prudence, had 
kept tbat frontier ia peace and quietness, notwith- 
standiug the action of government had collected 
there so large a body of of dissatisfied and hostile 
Indians? Why was he removed from his post?— 
The true reason was because the course he had pur- 
sued, though eminently benefieial to the U. States, 
had been against the interests of Jolin Ross. To 
gralily John Ross, the goverument had opeuly dis- 
graced a brave, vigilant, veteran oflicer, and sent 
him into exile: sent him to a post wliere there was 
asergeant and not men enough to make a company, 
while it had put into his place a junior oflicer, (gen. 
Taylor), and that entirely against Taylor's wish 
and every feelieg of lis heart. For Mr. S. well 
knew that he would be the very last inan to seek 
any elevation for himself at the cost of the wounded 
feelings of a brother in arms. It could not be that 
he had been thus removed simply beeause he had 
been long at that post, for Brady and Atkinson had 
been as long auc louger at theirs, and yet were not 
removed. Mr. S. wanted to see whether the secre- 
tary of war, out of mere Favoritism, could, at his 
sovereign will and pleasure, thus order a meritori- 
ous officer into exile? Tí he could, it was time that 
the army should know it. Mr. S. knew gen. Ar- 
buckle well, and was his personal friend, although 
he had not seen him for the last ten years, and scarce 
heard from him in that time. But Mr. S. would 
not stand quietly hy and see a friend of bis disgrac- 
ed without a eause, and not raise his voice against 
such oppression. He was astonished at the remarks 
of the senator Irom South Carolina, (Mr. Preston). 
Congress had no right to inquire? Were members 
ol that house to be muzzled? "The representatives 
of the states and of the people to lave padlocks on 
their lips? It would be hard putting a lock on his 
mouth. We wanted to see the secretary’s reasons; 
he meant the publie reasons; the reasons o 
signed; for, as to the true causes of this movement, 
he feared that those eould not be got at by any eon- 
gressional inquiry. Here was an oflieer of 60 years 
old, with locks bleached white in the service ct his 
country, who had not performed a single public aet 
that was not approved by his fellow citizens; who 
had watched over their safety and kept the whole 
frontier in quiet; and must he be disgraced (o gra- 
tity Jolin Ross? Mr. S. had reason to belicve that 
John Ross was to be graltfied in another respect.— 
To please him, the post at. Fort Gibson waa to be 
withdiawn trom the Judian country, that Ross might 
be left at liberty to slay and slaughter «very Ludao 
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chief who had signed a treaty which he disapproved. 
Mr. S. however, would not go into that subject now. 
He would give this physie to the secretary in bro- 
ken doses, intending to reserve what he had to say 
on that matter to a future occasion. 

Mr. S. observed, in conclusion, that he had ltoped 
to have been spared the pain of making this speech. 
He knew he was in the minority, and that the 
friends of the administration eould, if they pleased, 
stifle all inquiry. If gen. Arbuekle was to be dis- 
graced, he had no powerto help it, but he should 
do his dnty in this case and there leave it. 

Mr. Preslon spoke in reply. To the merits of the 
individual case aow referred to he could not speak, 
for he knew nothing of the facts, but he submitted 
to the senate and to the candor of the gentleman 
from Aikansas himself, whether it was a proper and 
becoming thing for the senate to call upon the offi- 
cer at the head of the army publicly to explain the 
reasons of every military order given by him toa 
subaltern. An officer, after being many years ata 
particular post, was transferred 1o another point; 
Mr. P. must objeet to ealling for the reasons, mili- 
tary or other, ou which every sneh order was fouod- 
ed. Once establish this principle, and every officer 
removed against his wishes Irom one part of the 
country to another would be entitled to have that 
removal imade the subject of legislative inquiry.— 
Whenever it might be judged expedient that an ol- 
ficer who, by long remaining in one command, had 
lorined many assoeialions, and who was known, 
perhaps, to entertain different views of military 
policy from those embraced by the government, 
was, on either of these accounts, transferred to a 
different or distant post, he would consider himself 
as having a right to make his appeal to congress.— 
Against this Mr P. should set his face. The sena- 
tor from Arkansas considered gen. Arbuckle as dis- 
graced by being transferred to a different command. 
Mr. P. could not so understand it. That officer had 
accepted his commission under the known condition 
that he was to go wherever the government might 
deem his services most conducive to the general 
good, and far be it from Mr. P. to consider bim dis- 
graced whenever the government in his case exer- 
eised this right. It might be a sufficient ground 
for lis removal that he had been so long in one par- 
ticular spot that many interests and possibly many 
prejudices had grown up around him and had asso- 
ciated themselves with his peculiar opinions and 
views, in which views the government might not 
coincide. But ifn this account the officer consi- 
dered himself injured, his rights and his honor in- 
fringed, there were military tribunals open to him, 
where he might apply for aud obtain redress. The 
slightest touch upon his honor might immediately 
be examined into by a court of inqniry. But Mr. 
P. did not, and could not, understand that because 
a transfer might be disagreeable to an officer, it in- 
ferred any disgrace. Implicit obedience was one of 
the first duties of a soldier. Was itadisgrace tobe sent 
to Baton Rouge. Had every officer who was sent 
there an immediate right toapply to congress? But 
this call for reasons came with no good zraee from 
the honorable senator from Arkansas, whose party 
friends held the doctrine that no reasons were to be 
demauded or given even in the case of removals 
from civil office, and who had steadily refused to 
give such reasons when officially called upon. Mr. 
P. said he did not make it a point with any pecu- 
liar reference to this case, but on general eansider- 
ations of propriety and decorum. Should the reso- 
lution be agreed to, and the senate call upon the 
president for the reasons of this mililary order, the 
president might perhaps say in reply that this was 
a matter which lay exclusively with the executive, 
and that he did not choose to give any answer to the 
inquiry. Mr. P. should not like to see the senate 
placed in such a position, and therefore did not think 
it proper to vote for the call. 

The morning hour being now expired, Mr. P. 
called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. Clay said he hoped be would move fo lay the 
resolution on the table, 

But Mr. Sevier claimed the floor. The senator 
from South Carolina had appealed to him in candor 


penly as- [to say whether the senate had a right to inquire into 


the reasons ol every military order. Certainly it 
had. In this free country the military was as yet 
subordinate to the civil power, ‘he senator had 
asked whether gen. Arbuckle was disgraced by be- 
ing sent to Baton Rouge. Most eertainly he was. 
He had been removed from an extensive and im- 
portant command, and transferred toa pelty post, 
where there were neither troops nor garrison. The 
senator had said that he could get redress. But 
what redress could he expect (rom a court of inqui- 
ry? The order of which he complained was in its 
forin according to Jaw, and, sooner than make eom- 
plaintatsuch a liibuual, gen. Arbuckle would eut his 


throat. The senator had said, further, that the par- 
ty to which Mr. S. belonged had refused to give 
reasons for removals. Yes; and what was the doc- 
trine insisted on by the senator and his friends?— 
That the demand tor reasons was of right, and that 
the refusal to give them was one of the enormities 
of the late administration. Now, it seemed, the 
case was altered. But Mr. 8. would not prolong 
the discussion; he would content himsell by calling 
for the yeas and nays. 

They were ordered by the senate; and then, on 
motion of Mr. Mangum, the resotution was for the 
present laid on the table. 

Mr. Clay moved the printing of 1,500 additional 
copies of the report of the secretary of the treasury 
on the state of the finances. 

Mr. Woodbury wished Mr. C. to delay this mo- 
lion for the present as he wanted to make some re- 
marks upon that paper. 

Mr. Clay wished he would take some other op- 
portunity, and would, in the meanwhile, suffer the 
order to print to be adopted by the senate. 

Mr. Woodbury said that he cousidered the motion 
to print as presenting a very appropriate occasion 
for the offering of remarks upon the document. 

Mr. Clay. We will afford the honorable senator 
fifty occasions if he wishes ther. 

After some further conversation—Mr. Clay said 
he would not press his motion to-day. 

Mr. Rives adverting to a desire expressed by Mr. 
Buchanan some days since for further time to exa- 
mine the question of international Jaw involved in 
the correspondence between the secretury of slate 
and Mr. Fox, said that it had been his desire to call 
up the motion to print that correspondence to-day, 
but not wishing to interfere with the order of the 
day, he now gave notice that he should call it up 
ou the earliest opportunity to-morrow. 

The senate then passed to the order of tbe day, 
which was the bill to repeal the sub-treasury, The 
question being on the following amendment moved 
by Mr. Colhoun— 

“That so much of the 5th section of the act of 23d 
June, 1836, as provides that no bank shall be select- 
ed or continued as a place of deposite of the public 
money, which shall, alter the 4th of July, 1836, is- 
sue or pay out auy note or bill of a less denomioa- 
tion than $5; and that no notes or hills of any banlc 
be received in payment of any debt due to the U. 
States which shall, after the said 4th of July, 1836, 
issue any note or bill of a less denomination than 
$5, be, and same is hereby, repealed;" as an amend- 
ment to the following, moved by Mr. Clay: 

And be it further enacled, That all of the act enti- 
tled “An act to regulate the deposites of the public 
money," which passed on the 23d June, 1836, ex- 
cept the 13th and 14th sections thereof, and the act 
supplementary thereto, approved 4tb July, 1836, 
entitled “An aet supplementary to an act to regu- 
late the deposites of the public money,” passed 23d 
June, 1836, be, and the same are hereby, repealed: 
Provided, That this repeal shall not affect or impair 
any securities which may have been taken for the 
safe-keeping of the public moneys deposited with 
any of the banks in the said act mentioned, nor any 
| remedies to entorce the said securities which have 

been, or may hereafter be, prosecuted. 

Mr. Berrien rose to speak to the amendment.— 
The senate having adjourned on his motion yester- 
day, he would now briefly submit an explanation 
of the motives which had indueed him to make that 
motion. He had not felt entirely satisfied either 
with the amendment at first moved by the senator 
tron Kentucky [Mr. Clay] or the substitute for 
that amendment moved by the senator from Sonth 
Carolina. [Mr. Colfoun]. They presented to him 
these alternatives: if the amendment moved by 
Mr. Clay should prevail, and the deposite act of 
1836 should thereby be repealed, the country would 
he thrown back on the original law passed in 1789, 
establishing the treasury department, which direct- 
ed that the public money should be kept by a trea- 
surer of the United States; and also upon the reso- 
lution of 1816, which declared in what medium the 
public dues were receivable. With this result Mr. 
B. was not satisfied; the practieal effect would he 
this. Under the general direction to the treasurer 
to keep the public inoueys, that olficer wonld adopt 
one of two courses: either he would avail himself 
of the depository under the existing law, which 
stripped the sub-treasury of its agents and of its 
specie requirements, or he would exercise an unli- 
mited discretion in selecting the banks which should 
receive and retain the public funds in their posses- 
sion. Tn other words, the entire amonnt of tlie pub- 
lic treasure would be placed at the absolnte discre- 
tion of an executive officer. As Mr. B. himself and 
all those with whom he acted had protested against 
and opposed with all earnestness such a state of 
things, he could not acquiesce in au amendimecat, 
which went to bring it back on the country. 


The amendment of the senator from 8. Carolina 
[Mr. Calhoun] contemplated, not the repeal, but 
tlie preservation and the continuance o[ the act of 
1836—divesting it, however of the disabilities ere- 
ated by the filth section, which forbade tbe secre- 
tary to make any deposites of public money in 
banks issuing bills below the denomination of five 
dollars, or in banks not redeeming their notes on 
demand in specie. This amendment would have 
left the country under the operation of the act of 
1836, ina modified shape. Now Mr. B. had heen 
desirons to examine this law, and ascertain whe- 
ther, in the changed condition of the country since 
the date of its passage, it would be possible to give 
it a practical operation, provided no bank or other 
fiscal agent shoul be established by congress at its 
present session. It had been suggested that a diffi- 
culty arose in this respect from the large number of 
banks which were in a state of suspension, although, 
on the other hand, it had been stated many banks 
in different parts of the country still continued spe- 
cie payments, and might be used as depositories 
under the provisions of that law, and that these 
were situated at those important commercial points 
where the collection and disbursement of the pub- 
lic revenue chiefly took place. 

Mr. B. was not contented with founding on these 
tepresentations a deliberate act of legislation; and 
on exaroining the law for himself, he found in it a 
provision calculated to remove the difficulty which 
was alleged to exist on this score, for the first sec- 
tion of the law declared that, if the secretary of the 
treasury could net find, within a given district of 
country, a specie-paying bank issuing no bilis under 
five dollars, be might resort to some other district 
where such bank did exist, aad might make arrange- 
ments with it to establish a branch or office io the 
district where he wanted to make his deposite, and 
inight use such office as his depository. This met 
and removed the objection, and the country would 
then be left under the act ot 1836, so far modified 
as to permit the secretary to employ banks issuing 
small notes. 

It would, however, in all probability, be unne- 
cessary to adopt either of the amendments proposed, 
for his hope and belief was, that but a very briel 
interval could intervene after the repeal of the sub- 
treasury, before congress would provide a substi- 
tute for it, for the senate would recollect that the 
chairman of the finance committee, when reporting 
tlie bill now before the senate for the repeal of the 
sub-treasury law, annoupced this as being but the 
first in a series of fiscal measures to be reported by 
that eommittce. 

Considering it to be a fact that the opinion of the 
American people, clearly and Fully expressed, re- 
quired the prompt repeal of the sub-treasury law, 
and viewing it as the duty of the senate forthwith 
to proceed to that repeal, he was oot willing, in the 
interval between the repeal and the adoption ot a 
substitute, that the public treasure should in fact be, 
or should even seem to he, under the discretion or 
control of an exeeutiveofficer. Upon the whole, he 
was content, after the sub-treasury should have been 
repealed, to leave the country under the act of 1836 
as it now stood, withont any modification, but with 
the express understanding that, should congress [ail 
to adopt any substitate ta the shape of a bank or 
fiscal agent, then the senate would advisedly pro- 
ceed to modify that law, as the changed circum- 
stances of the country should seem to require. 

This was Mr. B’s. view of the matter. Hecame 
here instructed by a large majority of the people of 
his distiict to put as speedy an end to the sub-trea- 
sury law as might be consistent with jnst legislation, 
and then to lend his aid in providing a substitute 
for it. By what name this substitute should be 
called was to hin a thing perfectly indifferent, pro- 
vided it would perforta the duty of an efficient fiscal 
agent, by furnishing a safe depository for the public 
rooney, facilitating the transfer of the funds of go- 
vernment, and last, not least, by exerting a reno- 
vating influence on the eurrency of the couotry. Il 
he must speak comparatively of the relative value 
of the objects to be effected by such an agent, ean- 
dor would oblige him to say that his constituents 
considered that as most important which went im- 
mediately to operate on their personal interests, 
namely, its influence in rescuing the national eur- 
tency trom its present state of degradation. The 
duty thas required by his constituents Mr. B. was 
ready to discharge whenever the opportunity shonld 
be submitted to the senate. à 

Mr. Calhoun said that he was not sure he under- 
stood distinctly the position taken by the gentle- 
man froio Georgia, (Mr. Berrien.) 1f he rightly 
comprehended the position he bad assumed, it was 
his inteotion to vote first against the amendinent to 
the amendment, and then against the amendment 
itself, thereby leaving the law of 1836 unaltered, 

Mr. Berrien here ie-stated liis position. 
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Mr. Calhoun said that he had so understood him. 
If the gentleman would vote tor Mr. C's, amend- 
ment, it wonld remove the disabilities in the law of 
1836 as to banks not paying specie and banks issu- 
ing small notes; but it the gentdeman would vote 
against both amendments, and léave the law as it 
stood, then, when the sub- treasury had been repeal- 
ed, the public money would be left to be managed 
by the secretary jast as he pleased, and tbe law 
would, in all probability, never be modified. Mr. 
C. said he had moved his amendment solely in re- 
ference to that which had heen moved by the sena- 
tor from Kentucky, (Mr. Cluy). He was, indeed, 
glad that the seuator had moved that amendment, 
because its discussion had shown that that gentle- 
man rightly understood what would be the operation 
of a repeal of the sub-treasury. He had been 
obliged to adinit that the country would then be 
under the law of 1836. He hoped the question 
would be taken on tbe amendinents in their order, 
and he demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Walker said that the yeas and nays having 


been ordered, he was constrained to state the rea- | 


soos which should govern hiim in giving a vote dil- 
ferent from tbat ot his political triends. The se- 
nate was about to repeal the sub-treasury law, and 
if no substitute should he provided, it was about to 
re-establish the state bank system. Mr. W. was} 
opposed to the repeal, lor he greatly preferred the 
sub-treasury to any substitute whieh could be pro- 
vided; but he was tally aware that a powerful 
party, now commanding a majority in both houses | 
of congress, was utterly opposed to that measure, 
and he could oot doubt its repeal would take place. 
The next question that would present itself would 
be, what subslitute was to be provided? The very | 
last he (Mr. W.) was willing to adopt was the | 
state bank system. To this he was utterly opposed, 
and always had heen. He had opposed it in 1833, 
and it was the only measure of gen. Jacksoun’s ad- 
ininistration up to that time from whieh be had dis- 
sented. His constituents, with a full. knowledge 
that he did so oppose it, had elected him to the se- 
nate, and be never had relinquished his opposition 
to the measure Jrom that time ta this. He had 
voted against the law of 1536 ou two grounds: first, 
because it contained the distribution principle, and, 
secondly, because it established the state bank sys- 
tem, and he had at that time recorded his prediction | 
that that system would explode and lail. When 
again elected, he had again announeed his opposi- 
tion to the system, and had said that there was no 


alternative within the limits of the constitution 
whieh he should not preter to it. What was the 
opinion of the people of Mississippi with regard to 
a Bank of the United States might be doubtinl—bat 
of this tbere could be no doubt, that both parties in 
that state were utterly opposed to the employment 
of state banks as depositories for the public money. 


As their representative, faithfully reflectiog their’ 


opinions, be never would give his vote to readopt 
that repudiated and exploded systein, yet this was 
what he was now called to vote for; for it could not 
be concealed that if he voted against the amend- 
ment proposed hy the senator from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Clay), lie voted for the readoptiou of the system of 
state banks. 

Gentlemen had told the senate that they would | 
not leave the publie treasure at the discretion of the | 
president for a single day: he would tell them that, 
by the aid of his vote, that tieasnre never should be 
placed under the control of state banks inr a single 
day. However he might differ [roro the president 
on some points, he still had confidence in his in- 
tegrity, but he had no confidence whatever in the 
integrity of the banks, He was utterly unwilling 
to give a vote through which the bank deposite sys- 
tem might, by possibility, remain the law of the 
land, He believed it to be the worst system that 
ever had been devised—the roost corrupting system 
that the wit of man could invent. lt caused the 
banks to crouch like menials at the foot of the exe- 
cutive, and it placed in the hands of the executive 
a more dangerous power thao human wisdom, or 
rather, than human folly, ever before contrived. 
Gentlemen were so very much opposed to execu- 
tive discretion that, although they admitted they 
had no doubt some substitute would be adopted for 
the sub-treasury scheme, they would not nave the 
public moneys subjeet to executive discretion for 
a single day. He would tell these squeamish gen- 
tlemen that if they continued the law of 1836 they 
would leave that treasure at the control of execu- 
tive discretion. not for one day, but for months to- 
gether. Mr. W. called the attention of the senate 
to the 4th section of that law. 
that the secretary must, in the first place, call upon 
all the barks of the country to show him their hand; 


They would find | 


to lay before him their amount of stock; their circu- 
lation and their liabilities; and, in a word, Ihen en- 


tire condition, And then, when all these reports! much opposed to it. 


had come in, the secretary must make an itp partial 
selection from among them of the banks to reeeive 
the publie deposites. Then he must write to in- 
form these banks of his decision. Nor even then 
was the operation over, for the selected banks must 
enter into contract with the secretary, must give 
him bond and seeurity, and that security must be 
considered aud approved. Who could doubt that 
all this would eonsume more time than was likely 
to intervene between the repeal of the sub-freasury 
and the adoption of a substitute for it? The very 
least time requisite Jor a due compliance with this 
part of the law wonld be two months. The objec- 
tions, therefore, of gentlemen abont leaving tbe 
public money at executive control during the inter- 
val were perfectly futile. The remedy they pro- 
posed would place the money equally in bis control 
and for a longer time. 

But, even should no substitute whatever be adopt- 
ed lor the sub treasury, Mr. W. was still utterly 
Opposed to reviving, by any vote of his, the law of 
1536. lt never should become a law of the land by 
his act for any period, brief or long. To this po- 
sition he openly pledged himself hefore the people 
of Mississippi, not only in 1835, bnt again in 1839- 
40. In this position, too, the people of Mississippi 
were unanimous. Mr. W. would state some rea- 
sons why he was opposed to it. That law coinpel- 
led the president to select state banks as fiscal agents 
of the government; and, more than that, it compel- 
led him to use state banks as instruments to loan 
out the publie money; and this Mr. W. considered 


| a3 the great and efficient canse of the present ca- 


tastrophe in the pecuniary condition of the country. 
He now put the question to his friends un this side 
of the honse, whether such were not the provisions 
ofthe law. Wasit not a fact that that law did 
oblige the president to direct the banks to loan out 
the publie money? Dud it not require the banks to 
pay interest for the deposites? And lor what were 
they fo do this? Were they to pay the government 
money for leave to keep the publie funds in theic 
vaults as a special deposite? Would the banks pay 
interest for leave to incur a risk? Surely not; and 
no man iu bis senses could deny that by exacting 
such interest the government did virtually order the 
banks to loan out the public money deposited in 
their hands. ‘The president might give such an 
order if he thonght proper, (though Mr. W. believ- 
ed he never would do it), but he never should do 
it by his vote. Let not gentlemen disguise it from 
themselves, for they never could disguise st trom 
the country, that, by voting down the amendment 
of the senator from Kentucky. they were readopt- 
ing the state bank system. They certainly adopted 
it during the interval between the repeal of the sub- 
treasury and the adoption of a snbstitote, and if no 
substitute should be adopted, then they left it on 
the country as the law of the land. Mr. W. never 
would vote for it. He repeated the declaration that 
he considered it as the very last of all substitutes 
for the sub-treasury. He did not believe that there 
were five hundred voters in the state of Mississippi 
who did not fully concur with him in that opinion. 
It might be doubtful whether the state was for the 
suh-treasury or for a bank. There was a vast par- 
ty in favor of both. But the state banks bad no 
party; they had no friends. And should Mr. W. 
by his vote put upon their necks a systern like this? 
Never. [t was against his own judgment—it was 
against the wishes of his constituents, and never 
shonld have a vote of his. Mr. W. said that, il he 
lightly nnderstood the message of the president cf 
the United States, the president was opposed to the 
establishment of a bank of the United States. He 
stated in the message that the people of the union 
had approved the veto of gen. Jackson on the bill 
reehartertng that institution. The president did 
not propose a hank, but recommended some fiscal 
agency as a substitute for it; and in the latter part 
ot his message, where he spoke of the District of 
Columbia, Mr. W. understood him as distinctly de- 
signating the seat of government as the proper 
place for it. Now, if this fiseal agency was not to 
be an incorporated institution, but one free from the 
constitnional objections which lay against the bank 
of the United States, Mr. W. for one, (though he 
should prefer the sub-treasury), would boldly say 
that he should prefer such an institution to the sys- 
tem of state banks, and.he bad no doobt that foni- 
filths of his whole constituency would do the same. 
He concluded by saying that he was bound by the 
deliberate resnit of his judgment to vote for Mr. 
Clay's amendment. 

Mr. Benton made some remarks too imperfeetlg 
heard hy the reporter to be distinctly given. He 
was understood, however, as proposing that the 
17th section of the sub-treasury law should be ex- 
eepted ont of the repeal, as having been something 
good, in that law, even in the eyes of gentleinen so 
He adinitted, however, that 
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it was an improvement on the section to make a re- 
Íusal by a depository to pay over public moneys in 
his hands prima facie evidence of the embezzle- 
ment ol the money. f 

He thought gentlemen could not but perceive, at 
every step, that they had begun at the wrong end. 
The proceeding threw every body into the most 
preposterons circumstances, and ought to be a 
warning to gentlemen on the other side to stop 
where they were and begin anew. As to the fis- 
cal agent or instrument proposed to be established, 
winel could live in the District, it could live else- 
where also, lor the same clause of the constitution 
which lorbade the establishinent of a bank in the 
District, forbade it in every fort, dockyard, arsenal, 
powder magazine, aye, and in every territory, far 
over all these the United States bad exclusive ju- 
risdiction. If it could live in the District, it could 
live in all these places, and the senate might place 
such an institution in each one of them aud then 
turn round and laugh at the constitution. 

Mr. Calhoun said that the great difference he- 
tween himself and Mr. Walker was, that the latter 
did not consider the bank of the United States as 
the last alternative to be adopted. He viewed the 
state bank system as that last alternative, and in 
that opinion the gentleman would stand alone on 
that side of the house. 1t was not then surprising 
that, if the sub- treasury ronst be repealed, that gen- 
tleman should go for a bank of the United States 
rather than forthe state banks. | 

Mr. lt'alker denied that he said thal he would, 
in any alternative, vole fora bank ol the UE States. 

Mr. Calhoun reminded him that he had said there 
was nothing he would not prefer to the pet banks. 
1f the senator did not mean to vote lor a bank of the 
United States, why would he vote to put the coun- 
try iuto a state still worse than even tha? Mr. C. 
believed that nine-tenths of the people of the Unit- 
ed States considered a pet bank system, il nnregu- 
Jated by law and subject only to executive control, 
the very worst possible state of things. Mr. C. was 
sorry to state that the probability was very great tliat 
the sub-treasury law would be repealed. If that 
should take place and the act of 1836 should also 
be repealed, then the senate would be pushed into 
a place where it must choose between a bank of the 
United States and a pet bank system unregulated 
by law. Every body knew Mr. Calhoun’s deep 
aversion to the latter of these alternatives, but he 
must still consider a bank of the United States as 
more to be deprecated. dt was with him the last 
possible alternative. He subinitted to Mr. Walker 
whether the seoator from Kentucky [Mr. Clay] 
was not one wlio understood the game he was play- 
ing, and saw with great clearness to what his course 
would lead. That senator proposed the repeal ol 
the law of 1836; and would the senator fron Mis- 
sissippi play into the hands of one who openly 
avowed his preferenee lor a bank of the U. States? 
Mr. C. again insisted that the senate had begun at 
the wrong end, and that the same bill which pro- 
posed to destroy the sub treasury should contain a 
substitute to be adopted in its room. In fact, the 
difficulties were becoming so great that gentlemen 
mnst come to that. i 

Mr. IVulker said that he did not choose either to 
be misunderstood or misrepresented by the senator 
from South Carolina. 

Mr, Culhoun said that he was sure the gentleman 
did not suspect him of willully imsrepresenting hiin. 

Mr. [Walker said that he did uot. ‘The gentleman 
from South Carolina had said that if be preferred a 
bank ol the United States to the pet bank system, 
he would stand alone on that side of the house. He 
could tell that senator that he was not afraid to 
stand alone. That threat had no terrors lor him, 
and would exert not the slightest influence upon 
his vote. Ii he stood alone here, he should not 
stand alone in bis own state. An overwhelming 
majority of the people of that state held the pet 
hank system as the very last alternative within the 
limits of the constitution. ‘There was no constitu- 
tional measure thal they would not prefer io it. 1t 
had been their curse. It had been established in 
834 against Mr. W’s opinion then openly avowed, 
for at that time he had stood alone in the Jackson 
democratic party in Mississippi. 1f not absolutely 
alone, he had certainly been nearly so, and so he 
had stood in 1836, when he voted against the sys- 
tem, and the senstor froin South Carolina voted 
for it. 

Mr. Calhoun said that he had unquestionably pre- 
ferred a regulated system of state bank deposites to 
a hank of the United States. 

Mr. [Walker resumed. He did not presume to 
say what had influenced the vote of the honorable 
senator. All he said was, that there stood that se- 
nator’s vote on record in favor of state banks by the 
side of Mr. W's own vote against them. His opi 
nion had then been recorded (although he stood 


alone in his party) that the state bank system would 
explode. He was now asked to change his opinion, 
but he could not do it. Nor had he ever changed 
his opinion, whafever might have been the case 
with other gentleinen. 

The senator had said that Mr. W. preferred a 
bank of the United States; but he did not choose 
that the senator from South Carolina should put 
words into his mouth which he had not nse, or al- 
ternatives which he had nat stated. The senator 
would not permit Mr. W.to do so to him, nor 
could he himself submit to it. He had made no 
such statement, nor would he consent that it should 
go ont to the country that he had. What he had 
said was this, that he understood the president as 
condemning the state bank system, and equally 
condeinning a bank of the United States, and had 
suggested asa substitute for both a fiscal agent 
which should not be a bank, and seemed to prefer 
its establishment in the District of Columbia. Mr. 
W. had then added that though he pre!erred the 
sub-treasury to the other systems, yet he would 
take such a fiscal agent as the president recommend- 
ed in preference to the state banks, and, if the alter- 
native were presented to him, would vote for it— 
Because he was opposed to a bank of the U. States, 
must he therefore vote for state banks? He wasop- 
posed to them both, and could not vote for eitlier. 

The senator from South Carolina had warned 
him that the motion for a repeal of the law of 1936 
caine from a politician who understood his game, 
and who was avowedly in favor of a bank of the 
United States. It might be so, but Mr. W. would 
noton any question, inuch less on a question of 
such vital and mighty import as that of the curren- 
cy, ask who moved the measure, but what the 
measure was. He should be regulated by the me- 
rils of the motion, and not hy the quarter from 
which it proceeded. The senator from Missouri 
had reminded him that the clause of the bill prohi- 
biting the loaning of the public poney would apply 
equally to the state banks. Well, if so, could it not 
then substantially repeal the state bank system? [or 
those banks paid interest for the public moneys for 
the express purpose of Joaning them out again. If 
the senator from Missouri was correct, then there 
was no difference between him and Mr. W. exeept 
this, that the one voted openly against state banks 
and secretly for them; while Mr. W. went both 
openly and secretly against them in tota. 

Gentlemen told him that if both the sub-treasury 
and the law of 1836 should be repealed, then the 
publie moneys would be under no control of' law 
whatever, but this he denied. "They would still re- 
main under the glorious law of 1789, which requir- 
ed the payment ofall government dues in gold and 
silver. Without any particular means of knowing 
diflerent from those possessed by other gentlemen, 
Mr. W. cherished strong hopes that, if both the 
sub-treasury and the pet banks should be put down, 
the president would conform himself to the act of 
1759, instead of putting the public moneys in any 
bank whatever. Mr. W. was for throwing that otfi- 
cer on bis high responsibility, but he never should, 
by Mr. W’s vote, be forced upon the employment 
ol state banks. 

The question being now taken on Mr. Calhoun's 
atoendinent to the amendment of Mr. Clay, it was 
decided by yeas and nays—yeas 25, nays 22. 

The question then recurring on. the amendment 
thus amended, was decided in the negative, by 
yeas and nays—yeas 19, nays 29. [For the yeas 
and nays on both these questions, see pages 233, 
239.] 

Mr. Young, of lilinois, proposed to amend the 
bill, first, by inserting the words “neglect” before 
the word “refuse,” 1n the clause making a refusal 
to pay over public moneys to the order of govern- 
inent prima facie evidence of embezzlement; which 
amendment was accepted by Mr. Clay, and adopt- 
ed by the senate: and in the second place further 
to amend the bill in such a manner as to provide 
that if an agent of the government, previous to his 
refusal to pay over the publie money, should put 
his properly out of his hands by assignment or other 
conveyance, thatact should be pronounced a felony, 
and subject hiin to all the penalties of embezzle- 
ment. 

Mr. Clay said he could not agree to this amend- 
ment. He thought it pushed the penal principle 
rather too far. ‘To declare the frauculent convey- 
ance of property a felony was going beyond any 
law with which he was aeqnainted, and there might, 
besides, he many casea where the fact of convey- 
ance was doubtlul. 

Mr. Young observed that the case was one of 
very frequent occuirence, at least in the west, and 
some pumshinent ought to be provided for it. It 
gentlemen would not declare it felony, would they 
consent that it should be held as a conspiracy to de- 
Iraud the United bates? 
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Mr. Huntington admitted that it was very desira- 
ble to prevent such frauds, but the courts were open, 
and he thought would provide a sufficient remedy. 
At allevents, he could not consent to declare a Irau- 
dnlent conveyance felony. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Benton moved the tollowing amendments: 

And provided further, That the following sections 
and parts of said bill shall be excepted from this re- 
peal and shall reinain and continue in force, to wit: 
Sections 19 and 20, section 21, section 25, section 
2, and so much of the 19th section as makes it le- 
lony in disbursing officers and persons connected 
with the post office department to use the publie 
money for their own or other purposes; and a ne- 
glect or refusal to pay over publie moneys on de- 
mand or to transfer or disburse them shall be prima 
facie evidence of an embezzlement of the same. 

Sec. . And be it further enacted, That the Bank 
of the United States, commonly called tbe Pennsyl- 
vauia Bank of the United, States, and its branches 
and the local banks and agencies owned by it, shall 
not be entrusted with the collection or safe keep- 
ing or transfer or disbursement of the public moneys 
or any part thereof. 

And he asked that the question be divided, and 
that a vote be taken on each qnestion by yeas and 
hays, and they were ordered by the senate. 

The item witb regard to the Bank of the United 
States at Philadelphia baving been read, Mr. Clay 
said he had no hesitation in declaring, alter all the 
disclosnrea that had receotly been made, that he 
should deprecate as much as any gentleman could 
do the employment of that bank by tbe government 
as a depository for the publie funds. He had inti- 
mated the opinion as much as three years ago that 
the government was cut loose from that institution 
from the period of its charter by the state of Penn- 
sylvania. But still he could not consent to the 
adoption of such an amendment as that proposed. 
lf the senate was to declare its disapprobation of 
the management of a particular bank, there were 
many others,such as the Ow! Creek bank, &c. 
which might with equal justice be inclnded in the 
denunciation. He did not, however, consider it as 
comporting with the dignity of the senate to enter 
upon any such course of discrimination, and he 
hoped the amendment would uot prevail. 

Mr. Benton admitted that other banks had behav- 
ed very badly but the case of this bank stood dis- 
tinguished from all others, because it had original- 
ly come into existence under a charter froin the U. 
States, and the eyes of foreigners were ina peculiar 
manner fixed upon it. Mr. B. proceeded to speak 
with much warmth against the course of the bank 
generally, and especially on its bringing upon itself 
the last suspension by an underhanded aud swind- 
ling endeavor to hreak the New York banks. He 
accused it as having plotted the suspension in 1837, 
aud as being in effect the only obstacle to a resump- 
tion of specie payments by all the banks of the 
south. They had recently made an effort to re- 
sune, bnt this bank bad instantly run upon them 
and forced them to return to a suspension. 

Mr. Bayard admitted the culpability of the bank, 
but opposed the amendment as unnecessary, be- 
cause the law of 1836 expressly prohibited the go- 
vernment Irom employing any bank which did not 
pay specie. 

Mi. Woodbury, in reply to this, explained the 
construction of that law by the treasury department. 
When that department had funds to deposite, and 
no bank could be found which conformed to the 
provisions of the law of 1836, the departinent con- 
sidered itsell as thrown back on the previous law, 
and under that law at liberty to place the deposites 
in non-specie paying banks. What else could it 
do, unless it threw the money into the streets? 

Mr. Dixon said he should vote against the amend- 
ment, both because he thought it improper to refer 
to individual banks, and especially because this 
bank assigned as one cause of its suspension the 
hard treatinent of the United States governinent. 

The question. beiug taken, the amendment was 
rejected as follows: 

Y EAS— Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, King, McRoberte, 
Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Coanecticut, Stur- 
zeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
ouha 20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choute, Clay, of Ky. Clayion, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
llenderson, lHunungion, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Morebead, Phelps, Porter, Prentsa, Preaton, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, White, Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. Tallmadge objected to that clause of the bill 
which made a relusal to pay over money to the or- 
der of the government prima fucie eviitence of em- 
bezzlement, ag violating the great principle of cri- 
tomal law, that every man is lo he held innocent 
until he is proved tu be guilty. It imightso happen 
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that au innocent agent, through the death of his 
witnesses, might be unable to prove his innocence; 
and would it not be hard to convict and punish him 
in such a case, by throwing the burden of proof on 
him instead of taking it upon the government? 

Mr. Mangum replied ibat, while the rule operat- 
ed very favorable for the government, it inflicted no 
real injury on individuals. It was intended to co- 
ver such cases as that of the fate collector in New 
York, who set the government at defiance, and field 
over the public moneys to a great amount, becanse 
he was subject only to a civil prosecution. As be- 
tween man and man, Mr. M. should be unwilling 
to adopt such a principle; but if a man undertook 
to serve the government, knowing betorehand that 
this was one of the conditions of his Service, he 
thought it not untair, for after all he was subjected 
only to a suit in a court of law. 

Mr. Woodbury approved ot the clause in the bill, 
but wished it slightly amended hy addingthe words 
draft or order to the word warrant; which amend- 
Inent was agreed to. 

Mr. Tallmadge further supported his position, in- 
sisting that it was a mere question of evidence, and 
that the government gained nothing, while it violat- 
ed a great principle of faw, and ran the risk of in- 
flictiug cruef injury on an innocent man. 

Messrs. Bayard and Preston replied to his objec- 
tion, and defended the clause in question, denying 
that this was any more a violation of the principle 
of iaw than a multitude of other cases where the 
law assumed certain facts as prima facie evidence 
of guilt, and imposed the burden of proof on the ac- 
cused. If one man kills another, it was prima fucie 
evidence of murder; if a man held stolen goods, it 
was prima fucie evidence of theft. The prima face 
evidence did not convict him, hut he was held to 
explain, because he, of all other persons, was best 
able to explain. And even in civil cases, when a 
man refuses to deliver up goods claimed by another, 
the law hefd it as prima facie evidence of conver. 
sion, and as laying the loundation for an action of 
trover. 

Mr. Walker confirmed this view, and illustrated 
it by tbe case of infanticide, when the violent death 
of an illegitimate infant was prima facie evidence 
of murder on the part of the mother. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The biil was further slightly amended, on motion 
of Mr. Henderson, when the amendments were then 
concurred in by the senate, and the bill ordered to 
be engrossed, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay, of Ken. Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, lluntiogton, Kerr, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woadbridge.—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Ala. Fulton, Kang, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
of Ct. Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
Young—l6. 

it was then ordered lo be printed; and the senate 
adjourned. 


Bayard, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday, June 2. The hon. John B. Dawson, 
representative elect from the state of Louisiana, ap- 
peared, was qualified and took his seat. 

Mr. Cooper, of Pennsylvania, then rose and ad- 
dressed the house as foflows: 

Mn. SPEAKER: I rise to perform the melancholy 
duty of announcing the death of tlie hon. CHARLES 
OGLE, late a member of this house from the state ol 
Pennsylvania. He died on the 10th of May last, at 
his residence, in Somerset, in the midst ot those 
constituents of whom he was so proud, and who 
loved him so well. He had scarcely attained the 
maturity of his intellect when he was cnt off from 
lile. He fefl inthe very spring of promise. A year 
ago he bid as fair for a tong life as the youngest and | 
strongest amongst us. But neither youth nor 
strength can shield from death. The highest in 
place, for whom the profoundest regard of a uation 
ia felt, is as liable to be stricken down by his merci- | 
less arin as the poorest and the humblest. A late | 
sad experience fias reminded us of this, and to the 
wise it should be a lesson of humility. 

It is not my purpose to speak an eulogium on the 
life and character of my deceased colleague and 
fiend. I will only say that those who knew him | 
best esteemed him most, and that he was as much 
distinguished for his kindness and benevolence in 
Private life as for his ability and fidelity as a public 
man. With his bereaved family 1 deeply, sincerely, 
sympathize. Their loss is irreparable. Huw shall 
they be consoled? Words of condolence, 1 know, 
fall without meaning on the ear of sorrow, and there 
ìs no comfort in them. Butlet us trust that He who 
“tempers the wind to ihe shorn lamb" will not be 
less kind to the widow and the orphan children of 
our deceased friend. 


As a tribute of respect to his | objected to their recepti 


memory, and to show to those to whom he was so 
dear that he is held in respectul and affectionate re- 
membrance by us with whom he was associated, I 
offer the resofutions which I now send to the chair. 
Resolved, That the members of this. house have 
heard with deep sensibifity of the death of the hon. 
CHARLES OGIE, late a representative from the state of 
Pennsylvania. 

Resolved, 'That as a testimonial of respect for the 
character of the deeeased they will wear the usual 
badge of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That, as a further testimonial of respect, 
the house will now adjourn until to-morrow at tt 
o'clock, A. M. 

And accordingly the house adjourned until 11 
o'clock to- morrow. 

Thursday, June 3. The journal of yesterday be- 
ing read; Mr. Barnard moved that the house now 
take up and consider the following resolutions here- 
tofore offered by him, and which are in the foflow- 
ing words: 

Resolved, That so many only of the standing com- 
mittees named in the rules of the last house of repre- 
sentatives shall be appointed at ihe present session as 
shall be necessary a pront under these rules to take 
eharge of and consider the several subjects presented 
in the message of tlie president just read, and requiring, 
in the opinion of the president, the action of congress 
at the present session; except that the eommittee of 
elections and the committee on accounts may also be 
appointed. 

Resolved, That a select committee of nirie members 
shall be appointed to take charge of and consider so 
much of the president’s message as relates to the cur- 
rency of the country and a fiscal agent for the govern- 
ment. 

Resolved, That a sclect committee of nine members 
shall be appointed to take charge of and consider so 
much of the president's message as relates to the dis 
position of the public lands and of the proceeds of the 
sales thereof. 

Mr. B. said he was aware that there might be 
other unfinished business on which the house night 
be desirous to act; but, in the present condition ol 
the honse, he held it perfectly competent and par- 
liamentary to take up any business which the ma- 
jority might please. He gave notice that he intend- 
ed to move that, after the house shall have passed 
the order for the appointment of committees, the 
house should agree that when it adjourn it would 
adjourn over to Monday next, for the purpnse, ex- 
preasly, of giving the speaker such time and oppor- 
tunity as he certainly must require, considering the 
great number of new members, to appoint the com- 
miltees. 

He proposed to modify his first resnlution by sub- 
stituting that which he now sent to the chair, 

Resolved, That the several standing committees nam- 
ed in the rules and orders of the last preceding house 
of representatives be appointed by the speaker. 

Mr. Pickens inquired whether he rightly under. 
stood the resolution as proposing to raise a select 
committee of nineinembers upon the currency, in- 
dependent of the committee of ways and means, to 
which the subject had been heretofore referred, or 
as a substitute for that committee. 

Mr. Barnard. Not as a substitute, because the 
first resolution proposed that all the committees 
should be appointed. 

Mr. Pickens said this was then a proposition to 
raise two distinct sefect committees over and above 
the usual committees of (his house. Under the 
standing rules of the last congress, we had standing 
committees appointed to which these subject mat- 
ters were invariably reteried. The committee of 
ways and means had invariably, heretofore, taken 
charge of the currency question, as the gentleman 
pleased to call it; and the committee on public lands 
had inyariably taken charge of the other proposition 
referred to. He haped the house would not now de- 
part from this general custom; he saw no reason for 
the change. At the special session of 1837, the nsual 
course in relation to the appointment of committees 
was pursued. Ife could see no propriety in the 
change proposed. Jí the gentleman fiom Ñ. York, 
(Mr. Barnard), desired the appointinent of a select 
committee on the currency, he conld, having aspeaker 
of his own choice, obtain such a committee, and 
thus set forth his views on the cnrreney and the 
land question; and he, (Mr. P.) could see no pro- 
priety on the face of the earth for varying the mode 
of procedure; it he could, it was probable he might 
entertain a different opinion, but, as at present advis- 
ed, he should vote for the adoption of the usual 
course. 

Mr. Clifford inquired of the speaker what was the 
question before the house. 

The speaker replied that the chair considered that 
the unanimous consent of the house had been given 
to the presentation ot the resolutions of the gentle- 
man trom New York on a former day. 

Mr. Clifford said that when those resolutions were 
offered on a former day, lie had risen and distinctly 
on. 


| 


: ———— 

Mr. Mallory. i understood the resolutions to have 
been simply read for the information of the liouse, 

The speaker said that as yet no rules had beer 
made to regulate the order of the business ot the 
house. The propriety of business was within the 
control of the house, and the question would now be 
put wherher the house would consider the resolu- 
tions at (his time? 

And the question having been propourded and the 
house having partly divided; Mr. McKay said it 
seemed to him that the course pursued by the gen- 
tleman from New York, (Mr. Barnard), was novel 
and extraordinary. The first business of the house 
had heretofore been to determine the number of 
standing committees to be appointed, and then to 
adopt the usnal resolution tbat the speaker should. 
appoint these committees. But the proposition of 
the gentleman from N. York was, that the speaker 
shoult appoint certain committees before it had 
been decided what committees shouid be appointed. 
What reason was there that this should be done? 
He could see none, and he hoped the house would 
insist on the usual preliminary movements, 

Mr. Clifford was proceeding to express his opinion 
on the extraordinary proposition of the gentleman 
from New York; when Mr. Mallory rose to a point 
of order. He desired ta know whether this dehate 
was in order until the house should have decided 
that it would take up and consider the resotutions. 
The question was on reception, and upon that ques- 
tion the house was dividing when the gentleman 
{rom North Carolina, (Mr. McKuy), rose to address 
the house. 

Some conversation took place on this point of 
order, when the speaker decided that tlie question, 
heing out of prionty of business, was not debatea- 
ble. 

Mr. Clifford said he was pertectly willing the 
question should be taken; but that if it was to be 
debated, he shonld claim the ffoor. 

Mr. Barnard wished the house he said, to under- 
stand how the qnestion stood. The resofutions for 
the consideration of which he now asked, were pre- 
seuted by him on Tuesday last. They were pre- 
sented and read, and, on his own motion, were laid 
upon the table for future consideration, and there 
could, therefore, be no question. of reception, as 
claimed by the gentleman trom Virginia, (Mr. Mal- 
lory.) The question now to be decided was whether 
the house would take up and consider these resofu- 
tions. 


Mr. Mallory said he did not understand the gentle. 
man from New York, (Mr. Barnard), the other day 
as moving to lay these resofutions on the table, but 
as simply asking that they might be read for the in- 
tormation of the house. 

Mr. Barnard and Mr. 
the chair, Mr. Mallory c 
order. 

Mr. Barnard inquired of the speaker, wh 
the question before the house? 

The speaker said there was none, the house hay- 
ing refused to consider the question. 

Mr. Barnard inquired when the house had so re- 
fused? A division was called for and paitly made, 
but no decision was announced. 

After some conversation on this point, Mr. Briggs 
asked for the reading ol the resolutions; which hav» 
ing been read, Mr. Barnard said that the house was 
thin, probably trom a misapprehension as to the 
hour of meeting. He knew that there had been 
some misapprehension on that point. He would 
move a call of the touse. 

After some conversation on a point of order, the 
question was taken and the house refused to order a 
tall. 

And the question recurring on the consideration 
of the resolutions, the house refused to consider 
them at this time. 

Mr. Underwood. moved that the house now take 
up and consider the resolution and amendmenta 
heretofore offered in relation to the rules of the fast 
congress, and which had been laid on the table bya 
vote of the house on a lormer day. 

The motion having prevailed, the house proceed- 
eil to the consideration of the resolution heretofore 
offered by Mr. Wise, which is in the following 

rules and orders of the 


words: 

Resolved, "That the standin 
last house of representatives j^ adopted as the rules 
and orders of this house for the next ensuing ten days, 
and that a eommittee of nine members be appointed to 
revise said rnles and orders, and to report thereon within 
the said ten days. 

Which resolution Mr. Underwood had heretofore 
moved to amend as follows: 

Strike out all after the word “resolved,” and in- 
sert, “That a committee of nine he appointed to re- 
vise, amend and report rules for the government of 
this house; and that, until sach committee make re- 
port, and the same be finally acted upon, the rules 


Clifford rising to address 
alled both gentfetnen to 
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and orders of the last house of representatives shall 
be considered as the rules and orders of this house.” 

To which amendment Mr. Adams had heretofore 
offered the following amendment: After the words 
“house of representatives” insert the words **except- 
ing the 21st rule, which is hereby rescinded.” [This 
rüle excludes the reception of abolition petitions, 


C 

jum the qnestion being on the amendment to the 
amendment, Mr. Underwood said he was somewhat 
indifferent whether the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams), pre- 
vailed or not. He, (Mr. U.) thought that, in all 
probability, it would be proper to allow gentlemen 
from the north to disenss this question of the right 
of petition. He was willing to meet them, and to 
give thein liis views on this subject, as he had wish- 
ed to du some years ago, but at that time he was 
ent off by the previous question. He did not think 
debate could be prevented, and he was willing to 
meet the consequences of it now, as well as at any 
other time. Indeed, as a southern man and a slave- 
holder, he was desirons fo see the position which 
northern men intended to occupy clearly laid open. 
He, for one, was not afraid of it. And here he would 
take occasion to say that, in his opinion, the resolu- 


tions read by the gentleman from Massachusetts, | 


(Mr. Adams), 
the question. 


the other day did not fairly present 
He thought, however, that the house 
shoul treat petitions on this subject with great re- 
spect, and should assign its reasons for the rejection 
ot such petitions; and a few years ago he, (Mr. U.) 
had propos 
petittons for the abolition of slavery, coming froin 
the north, should not be received. The manner in 
which those petitions had been treated here, and the 
use which politicians had made of them, had led to 
the supposition that the people of the north were in- 
sulted—were treated with disrespect; and, in conse- 
quence of this, indignation had been raised against 
onr proceedings here; when, if the true state ol the 
case had been made known, there could have been 
no ground for such an inference. The standing rule 
of the house always required the member presenting 
a petition to give a brief statement of the contents 
of the petition; upon that statement of facts it was 
that the louse acted; and he wished the people to 
be informed that, instead of being treated disrespect- 
tully, their pelitions were acted upon on principle; 
and he would be glad to see the house adopt some 
principle which would show the reasons why these 
petitions should not be received, 1t was not his 
wish to go intoa general discussion; he thought that, 
if that were done, the house would he kept week 
after week debating the subject, to the detriment 
of the great matters of publie concernment in re- 
ference to which they had been called together.— 
And, for bis own puf, for the purpose ol avoiding 
that discussion, he would sooner consent to the 
amendment of tbe genlleioan. trom Massachusetts, 
and reserve the question for discussion at some fu- 
ture day. The debate, if once entered upon, would 


not terminate for weeks; and he hoped, therefore, | 


that all the members on different sides of the house 
would restrain their inclinations to discuss the ques- 
tion. The time, the occasion which convened theia, 
the business before congress—all these considera- 
tions seetned lo him to be so many strong arguments 
against going into the general discussion. 

As to the amendment proposed by himself he 
would say a single word. The resolution of the gen- 
tileman from Virginia, (Mr. [Fise), allowed the com- 
initlee ten days. The eifect of his, (Mr. U’s) pro- 
position, if carried, was not to restrain the commit- 
tee in point of time, bat lo adopt the rules and orders 
of the last house until the committee should repoit; 
and ihat he conceived was the only difference be- 
tween his proposition aud that of the gentleman from 
Virginia. 

Mr. Wise. I will accept the gentleman’s propo- 
sition as a modification of my own. 

Mr Underwood then proceeded to state some facts, 
illustrative of the correctness of the opinion express- 
ed by hin the other day, and which he now repeat- 
ed, that there was a necessity for a radical change 
in the rules of the house. Ne instanced especially 
the cases, first, of time lost at a fortncr session in 
merely compelling the attendance of the incinbers, 
which he demoustrated to have been nineteen days 


Secondly, the time lost in the discussion of prelimi- | touched, undisturbed, 


nary ararngements in the distribution of subjects 
amongst the appropriate coinmittees. And, lastly, 
the enses of assaults and batteries. He had, in the 
course of his experience, heard lauguaye of the most 
offensive elaraeter applied by members to cach 
other—language which his mouth should not utter. 
Ite had seen assaults and batteries committed in this 
house right under the nose of the speaker, and in no 
instance had the party offending been iade acconnt- 
able for his conduet. Heretofoic, in such cases, 
the house lad atteinpled to act under the broad pai- 


ud to assign upon the record reasons wliy | 
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liainentary law of Great Britain—a law which was 

not specific, which did not define the offence, nor 

preseribe the punishment; and the consequence was, 

when the house came to apply it, they found they 

could do nothing at all. The committee to be ap- 
| pointed on the thle should take up this subject also. 
The house must legislate; it must define the offence 
and prescribe the punishment; and when that was 
done, the house would have a plain rule of action 
| before it, and would not be left at large to the uncer- 
| tain provisions of the parliamentary law. This, in 
his judgment, was a most important matter; and he 
| did wish that while the rules were under investiga- 
| tion the committee might take charge of this subject 

also. If something was not done, we should witness 
| the same scenes here again that we had witnessed 
| heretofore. 

Mr. Wise said: Sir, when I eonsented the other 
day to take the question upon this resolution, in the 
| absence of the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Adams), I was informed that he had, probably, so 
remarks to make on the subject, and I certainly had 
no desire to debate it, bnt wished to avoid all debate. 
My wish now is, to adopt the rules and to proceed 
to business; but the gentleman made some declara- 
tions which compel ine to respond to them, which 1 
will do briefly, though reluctantly. 

The gentleman says that this 21st rule, to reject 
abolition petitions upon their presentation and a 
brief statement of their contents, was a “measure 
| of the last administration, and thot either that admin- 
istration was the tool of those whigs who offered and 
supported al, or that ihose whigs were the tools of that 
administration.” 

Now, sir, I declare that the gentleman has not the 
shadow of foundation in truth for this assertion. 
There is no evidence, no data upon which to base 
any such assertion; and it is the mere creature of a 
blind, bedizened, prejudiced imagination. 

The history of this 21st rule is simply this. 1 
know it well, for the proposition from which it 
sprung was drawn originally by my own hand. I 
was taken siek, and a gentleman from South Caro- 
| lina, (Mr. Thompson), the only gentleman who pro- 
fessed to be a whig from that state, took my propo- 
sition and offered it to the house, and he accepted 
as a substitute for it from iny friend from the Mout- 
gomery district in Maryland, (Mr. Johnson ), the 
measure as it now stands in the form of the 21st 
rule. ‘Thus it originated with my two friends (Mr. 
Johnsonand Mr. Thompson ) and royself, without con- 
sultation, advice, or concert with any member of 
the then administration party. I will not go back 
and trace this rule from the first movement, in 1836, 
to lay the question of reception of abolition petitions 
upon the table, but content mysell with the contra- 
diction only of the declaration that it was an ad- 
ministration measure. It is true, however, as stated 
by the gentleman, that this rule was passed by the 
united vote of a majority of the adiinistration party 
and a minority of the whigs—a minority composed 
of all the southern or slaveholding whigs, except 
some four or five, perhaps, and one whig gentleman 
| (Mr. Profit ) of the non-slaveholdiug states, to whom 
| | now return my sincere thanks. 

Bat the gentleman meant to gn further than to 
say merely that (his rule was an administration mea- 
sure. He meant. doubtless, to have it inferred that 
now it will be an administration measure to have 
this rule repealed; and, indeed, if the gentleman 

| meant any thing, lie: made an appeal direct to the 
| whig majority now here from the non-slaveholding 
states to rescind it. Sir, I know not whoin the gen- 
tioman would define to be the administration—the 
| executive and his cabinet or the whig majority here. 
| But, if he means the president of the United States 
| and his cabinet, I here undertake to say that that 
gentleman has no autbority for advancing the repeal 
of this rule as a measure of the present administra 
tion. Indeed, I know that no man is more opposed 
to the introduction of this disturbing topic here than 
| the present chief magistrate. And what authority 
| has the gentleman for applying this to be an admin- 
istration measure, when the present secretary of 
state, representing Massachusetts herself in the 


| cabinet, pledged himself to Virginia from her capi- 


tol that her institutions should not be touched by 


| him—that this delicate subject should be left where 


it was left by the framers of the constitution, un- 
unagitated by him and those 
who acted with him in the north. If by an admin- 
istration measure the gentleman means that the ma- 
jority of non slaveholdiug whig members, combined 
with a few from the soath, will repeal this rule, I con- 
fess that as to that Lam not so well or go fully advised. 
We shall see. But, if they do, it will badly com- 
port with their professions and protestations belore 
the election that they were not of the abolition 
party in the north, thus early to repeal this rule now, 
for the first time, declared to be a measure of the 
last adininistation; and this repeal by this adminis- 


tration will not contrast well in the south with the 
adoption of the measure by the last administration. 
But until I am convinced othe: wise, I will not dis- 
trust tlie whigs of the north on this subject. If the 
rule had never been adopted, I. would hardly ask 
lhem now to adopt it for the first time, but hav- 
ing been adopted, I confidently trust in them not to 
repeal it. 

The gentleman says it should be rescinded because 
itis a case of the ‘sout against the north, to oppress 
the north.” Sir, I deny this assertion too, as nn- 
founded in truth as it is sectional in feeling. The 
south against the north? If any such proposition be 
true, the truth is rather that itis the north against 
the sonth, to nppress the south. No, sir, I beg par- 
don of the north—of a few dangerous fanatics in the 
north against the south—unsupported, unbaeked, 
discountenanced hy the virtue and intelligence and 
patriotism of the north. Fanatics, few and insigni- 
ficant in numbers, but potential, it is true, in wealth, 
in zeal, in the pulpit, in the press, and in the 
schools—frowned upon by the great majorily in the 
north for agitating this most dangerous topic of abo- 
‘lishing our southern institutions, of applying the 
lbrand of the incendiary and the knife of domea- 

tic insurrection, What institution of the north 
' do we of the south threaten or attack? Are we to 
be said to be against the north, to oppress the north, 
merely because we prevent dangers to ourselves and 
defend from attacks coming from the north? The 
gentleman says that it is the south against the north 
to oppress the north, bccause nine petitions out of 
ten coming from the north are not received under 
the operation of this 21st role. Sir, if this be so, 
it is because nine out of ten of the petitions coming 
here from the north are petitions for the abolition of 
slavery in this District and the south. I defy the 
centleman to show an instance of a respectful pe- 
tition from any quarter rejected, nuless it was one 
praying for the abolition of slavery. But the gen- 
tleman had read sundry “resolves of the legislature 
of Massachusetts concerning the denial by the Unit- 
ed States house of representatives of the right of 
petition," deelaring this rule to be “a palpable vio- 
lation of the constitution of the United States, a 
bold denial of inalienable rights, and stretch of pow- 
er which can never be quietly submitted to by a free 
people;” and protesting against it ‘as being void 
in its inception and of no binding force, they assert 
the right of any portion of the people of this coun- 
try, however mistaken in their views or insignificant 
in number, to petition congress for a redress of 
grievances, or what to them may seem such; and 
that congress is bound to receive all such petitions, 
and give them a respectful and deliberate conside- 
'ration,” &c. By the bye, sir, I do not know how 
| these resolves even of the sovereign state of Mas- 
sachusetts came to be placed npon our journals of 
the last congress. They do not belong there under 
this very rule, as they were a paper on the aboli- 
tion of slavery, were hardly respectful to the last 
congress, and were exactly such resolves as should 
|have beeu exeluded from a place in our print- 
ing. But, thia aside, they are not trne in fact or 
argument. 

This 21st rale does not deny the right of peti- 
tion on any subject; and congress is not bound to 
receive all petitions praying for a redress of grie- 
vances, or what to petitioners may seem such, and 
to give them a respectful and deliberate considera- 
tion. 

These resolves, like the opinions of many on this 
rule, are founded on an ignorance of the operation 
and practice of our rules in congress, and in a fail- 
ure to discriminate justly between the rights of pe- 
titioners and the rights of legislators. 

The riglit of petition to congress is gnarantied by 
the constitution, by the provision of the first article 
of amendments. 

“Congress shall make no Jaw respecting an eslab- 
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the exercise 
thereof, or abridging the freedoio of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the people peacenbly to assemble, 
and to petition the government for a redress of grie- 
vances.” 

Our mles require a member to rise in his place to 
present a petition, and to make “a brief statement of 
the contents thercof, verbally. 

Alter presentation, statement of contents, and hear- 
ing, of course the question of reception arises upon 
every petition. 

The 21st rule declares that 

“No petition, memorial, resolution or other pa- 
per praying the abolition of slavery, &c. &c. shall be 
received by this house, or entertained in any way 
whatever.” 

The rule yon observe, sir, prevents the reception | 
of abolition petitions, or their being enlcrlained by | 
the house in any way whatever; but does not pre- 
vent their presentation for reception, or their kear- 
ing, by stating their contents, And the question | 
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ing the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
aud to petition the goverument for a redress of grie- 
vances? And is cougress bound to receive the peti- 
tions and to give them a respectful and deliberute 
consideration? 

Sir, what is the extent of the right of petition? I 
admit it, for the argument sake, to be unlimited and 
absolute. Congress has no power by inw or other- 
wise to abridge it in any form. It stops short only 
of the legislutive power, Now where does the right 
of pelition stop and the power of legislation begin? 
Define that limit, distinguish only between the steps | 
of legislation and the progress of petition, aud the 
question is solved, 

In all fairness I mean to address myself to the 
good sense of those of the norih who are not aboli- 
tionists, and who have prejudged this question, and 
are contending for the right of petition apart from | 
the wrongs of abolition. And [ will not pause upon | 
the point that this 21st rule is no law of congress; | 
that it does not interfere with or abridge the right cl | 
the people peaceably to assemble and to petition the 
government for a redress of grievances. Nor wilil 


is, does this rule violate the constitution „by ae 
| 


stop to ask whether slavery is any grievance of (he 
people of the non-slaveholding states, or whether 
they may not petition to redress the grievances of 
the whole world. No, 1 will deal in more liberal 
logic. I will not contend for the least abridginent 
of the right of petition. It extends, I repeat, just 
to the point where the right of tbe legislator be- 
ius. 

a The right ol petition embraces, 

Ist. The right of the people peaceably fo assem- 
ble. 
2d. To petition the governmnent—for any thing, if 
you choose. 

8d. To present their petitions. 

4th. To have their petitions heard. 

Then commence the rights aud responsibilities of 
government, or congress. ‘The right, under ail due 
responsibility is— 

Jst. To receive, that is, to entertain or rot. 

The government may or may not, uuder due re- 
sponsibility, take the first step; or the 

2d. To defer and consider, or the final step of 
granting the prayer. 

But these resolves say no. Gentlemen here say 
no. You—congiess—are bound to receire, and give 
a respectful and deliberale consideralion. Why? Be- 
cause, what is the right of petition worth if you do 


not receive aud consider them? My reply is: Why | remarks ou liis proposed amendment, but he had 
Why not ask, what is the right of pe- | cast his eye over them as published. This and} 


stop there? 


and which have been uniformly condemned by the action was substantially an administration measure. 


government, 
of petitions. 
reported against, or not reported upon at all, fiom 
1737 down to 1836, and sometimes and often con- 
demned since then up to the last congress, Which re- 
fused to receive them at all atter presentation and a 
healing. From the father of (he constitution, Mr. 
Madison, down to this day, they have been univer- 
sally and uniformly rejected, moie than a million of 
them, for fifty years, aud yet itis insisted that we 
are bound to do more than to sit patiently under their 
presentation and the statemeut of their contents, 
and that we 1aust receive them and respectfully aud 
deliberately consider them. Is there no such piin- 
ciple as “stare decisis” in our government? Have 
we uot received them and respectfully and delibe- 
rately considered them long euough? Do we not 
all know their contents and prayers and merils and 
inischiefs well enough? Or, are we to be ‘fatigued 
into compliance” with their prayers? 
patient government could no more than listen and in- 
stantly reject. We reject them at once, and have the 


tight to do so, aud reason enough, every body here | 


knows. 

5th. Congress is bound not to receive petitions 
which violently and dangerously attack the salus 
populi. 1 will not comment upon the tendencies 
of these petitions. The theme is too agitating 
upon a subject too delicate. And I might enume- 
rate— 

Cth, Congress ought not to receive petitions which 
invariably disturb its order and prevent the progress 
of its business of primary importance; which arrest i 
currency, finance, distribution, relief and every thing | 
at an extraordinary session, when time presses aud | 
every thing should yield to business. But lanata-| 
cism bas consumed too much of the public time, and | 
here I leave the issue. 

Mr. IV. C. Johuson obtained the floor, and seve- 
ral voices were head crying for the previuus ques- 
tion; which, however, Mr. J. said he would not 
move. 

Mr. Everett asked Mr. J. to give way, to enable 
him to subtait a motion that the subject be laid on 
the table for (he present, in order that a resolution 
might be introduced that would so far organize the 
house as that its business could be proceeded with. 

Mr. Johason declined to give way. He was not, 
he said, in the house the other day when the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Adams) made his 


A polite aud | 


tition worth unless congress will not only receive and | other considerations induced him (Mr. J.) to tres- 
consider, but. finally grant the prayers of petitions? | pass for a biief space upon the consideration of the 
Do not gentlemen see if this reasoning, can compel | huuse. And, at the outset, he deemed it due to 
the first and second steps ol legislation, to receive | himself to say that the gentleman (although he 
and consider, that a parity of reasoning, the same | might have presented liis own impressious aud opi- 
reason in fact, conducts you to compel congress in |nions) had not presented the history of the resolu- 
all cases (o grant (he prayers of all petitions? 1fition which he (Mr. J.) had offered. The gentle- 


Such is the case with this very class | He had proved it, not by declamation, but by re- 
They were received and referred and | lerence to the votes of the two parties, politically 


speaking, aud of the votes of the two patties, geo- 
| graphically speaking, or speaking with refereuce to 
| Ireedom and slavery. The jouraal would show that 
the measure was carried by a decided administra- 
tion majority, and it never could have been carried 
but by an adininistration majority. 

Mr. IV. C. Johnson. It comes out then that the 
report is strictly correct; and that the sentence L 
read was given with perlect truth. 1 cannot see, 
therefore, what object the gentleman had in view 
when he asked me to yield the floor tor the purpose 
|of explanation, 1 supposed it was for the purpose 
of correcting an error. 

There was one thing (Mr. J. said) which greatly 
astonished him; it wasthis: that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts should, with so much force, reassert 
or realfirm an accusation of this sort, What autho- 
rity bad he offered? What evidence had he given? 
What interview had hereleired to? What arrange- 
inent had been made, of which he was cognizant, 
that it should be said he was in treaty with the ad- 
ininistration party, either to use thein as his tools, 
or to let them use bim as their tool? A man of tbe 
age and experience of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts—a man who knew 30 well how to value 
character, and who bad lived such a laborious life 
as he had done tor the purpose of acquiring it— 
| ought not to make a charge of this nature here, in 
|the presence of the nation, unless be liad some 
fact, some data, some evidence upon which to pre- 
dicate it. He (Mr.J ) called upon that gentleman 
and all who thought with him to preseut to this 
house the evidence upon which the charge is found- 
ed. Had it been made in mere wantonness? Had 
it been made because he (Mr. J.) had intro- 
duced a proposition which superseded that of the 
gentleman himself? Had it been made because, 
with some degree of labor, (and he was glad to have 
itin his power to add, with some degree of suc- 
cess), be had answered the argument which the 
gentleman then made? 

He deemed it due to himself, due to the adminis- 
tration party then on tbat floor, and due to candor, 
justice and honor to say that be had not been in 
coniuinon with one solitary human being in that 
house before he draughted that resolutiou; tbat he 
had not interchanged an opinion with oue inember 
of the Van Buren party, eilher in o1 out of congress, 
in regard (othe original proposition which had been 
alluded to by the gentleman fron Virginia who 
was absent irom indiposition, which induced luin 
to haud at to tbe gentleman trom South Carolina. 
Aud the resolution which the gentleman had intend- 
ed himself to offer was almost substantially tbe 
same as that he (Mr. IV. Cust Johnson) otiered, viz: 
to lay on the table the motion to receive abolition 
petitions; aud when the geutleman from Massachu- 


congress, by the right of petition, is compelled and 
bound to take the first step, why is it not, by ihe 
same right, bound and obliged lo take the final step 
of legislation, to giant the prayer of every petition? 
And what is petition worth without a grant of its 
player? may be more pertinently and substantively 
asked. 

Is congress bound to take the first step of legis- 
lation any more than the last, on all petitions? No. 
‘There are many classes of petitions, which the peo- 
ple have the perfect right peaccably to assemble to 
make, which ‘they bave the right to present, and 
which they have the right to have heard too, but 
concerning which cougress is bound nof to take the 
very first step of legislation. For instance: 

Ist. Cougress is bound, in self respect, not to re- 
ceive petitions insulting to itsel{—not couched in 
decent and respectful terns. Every legislature, in 
every civilized countiy, has this inherent power of 
self-preservation and self: protection. 

2d. Congress is bound not to receive petitions 
contra bonos mores. Such for example, as petitions 
praying for the establistiment of gambling houses, 
or honses of woise resort, or such prayers as are 
grossly and impiously shocking to the common Chris- 
tian sense. 

3d. Congress is bound not to receive such as pray 
for paipable violations of the constitution of the 
United States. We are all sworn to support that 
instrument, and we must not under our oaths take 
the very first step towards the grant of a petition 
praying, for instance, congress “to make alaw re- 
specting tbe establislinent of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom 
of speech or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble and to petition the government 
for a redress of grievances.” 

4th. Congress nray not receive those which have 
been often before received and referred, and report- 
ed upon aud debated fully, and deliberately deeided 
upon again aud again lor a long series of years, 


man, in his remarks as published in the Lutelligen- 
cer 
“was the measure of the northern inan with south- 
ern principles; and a southern man brought in that 
rule aml made the northern man with southern 
principles aud the party of which he was atthe head 
his tools, or made himself their too) to carry out that 
tule.” 

Mr. 4dams rose to make an explanation. 
Mr. J. baving yielded the floor for that purpose, 
Mr dams said he should not object to the gentle- 


man’s commenting upon that particular phrase in| 


the report of the Intelligencer; but he gave the gen- 
tleman warning that probably no speech ever made 
in this house bad been so grossly misrepresented as 
the speech made by him the other day. 

And, as an instance in proof, he would give what 
the editors themselves bad this morning acknow- 
ledged and apologized for. In the course of the ar- 
gument, he had introduced a series of resolutions 
from the state of Massachusetts in relation to this 
identical rule, expressing the opinion—the unani- 
mous opinion—of tbe state of Massachusetts on this 
identical rule. How was it reportedin the Nation- 
al Intelligencer? Another set of resolutions from 
the legislature of Massachusetts faving no sort of 
relation to this rule was published in the *Intelli- 
gencer” as that set of resolutions which he had 
caused to be read; and [bis gave to the whole sub- 
ject, and must especially to the argument he had 
the honor of submitting to the linuse, an air of bur- 
lesque. His speech was on one subject—the reso- 
luttons introduced in the “Intelligencer” were on 
another. If the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
Johason) tcok the liberty to refer to the report of 
the “Intelligeacer,” lie (Mr. A.) had no sort of ob 
jection to his referring to that particular phrase, be- 
cause, in substance, tie had used it. He (Mr. A.) 


was reported as having said that the 21st rule) 


And | 


setts (Mr. dams) was attacking that resolution, hie 
said that it was indefinite, and that it was dodging 
the question, or something very like it. While the 
gentleman was speaking, he (Mr. J.) draughted his 
resolution and showed it to the gentleman from 
| South Carolina, and his object in doing so was to 
ascertain whether he would receive and adopt it ag 
his own, which he consented to do instead of that of 
the gentleman trom Virginia, The gentleman from 
Massachusetts having olfered an amendment to the 
| resolution of the gentleman trom South Carolina, 
indueed him (Mr. J.) tu ask the gentleman from 
South Carolina to accept his resolution as a inodifi- 
cation of liis own, which he agreed to. This wasthe 
| history of the resolution, or the twenty-first rule of 
| the huuse. And thus, ia the hurry of debate and the 
confusion that prevailed, the resolution was written 
| by himselfat the desk, and offered as an amendment 
tothe proposition of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts. This was the couspiracy, this was the plot, this 
| was the stratagem which had been complained of. 
He recollected very well that, while the editor of the 
| Globe at the time came out and charged him as an 
instrument put forward by the whig party to offer 
| the resolution, the gentleman from Massachusetis 
| also rose in his place and said that he [ Mr. J ] was 
acting as the tool of the Van Buren party, or lan- 
guage to that effect. He was very apprehensive 
that the gentleinai had given vent to his real feel- 
ings and judgment, but whatever he might think of 
him, he {Mr. J.] believed, he thought tu liis inmost 
| boson, that he would be no man’s tool, and that he 
would not suffer himself tobe made the instrument 


jofany man or set of men for an unrighteous or un- 


holy-parpuse. Thus much for the lusiory of that 


| resolution which became one of tbe rules of the 
1 


last congress. 
He had a few words to say as to tbe proposition 


was nol aware at the time that the gentleman was j then before the chair, which was, as be understood 
not in the house, or probably he should not bave | it, to adopt all the rnles of the last congress, with 


used that phrase. 


He now repeated that tlie traus- | tbe exception of the twenty-first, which iclates to 


OF, 
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the rejec j 
that he was most bappy for twa year 
rounded in that house by a majority of th 
of congress who sustained, both by their speec 
and votes, the rule now proposed (o be rescinded, 
and he would be most happy if the present congress 
wonld do as the last one had done, Why change 
the rule in question? He saw no good reason for 
it. An apprehension prevailed at the period to 
which he had referred that its adoption would cre- 
ate great excilement at the north; but he wonld ask 
if it had had that effect? And he appealed to nor- 
thern men and ta the public journals to prove that 
it was without foundation. He would ask il it had 
not been productive of good; if there had not been 
Jess excitement than before, and whether every 
thing had not gone on in. peace and harmony, both 
in and out of congress, on the question of the aboli- 
tion of slavery? We all know that before the adop- 
tion ol the twenty first rule congress had been per- 
petually interrupted, day after day, by efforts to in- 
trodnce a resolntion lo receive petitions on the snb- 
ject of abolition. He objected to agitating this 
question again, and he would tell geutlemen that 
they might bring it up again and triumph fora 
season, and sport with the feelings of southern men, 
but that a reaction in the public feeling would take 
place was as inevitable as that the tides of the 
ocean would ebb and flow. Whilst now all was 
quiet, whilst all was peace, they might think they 
could make inroads upon their rights; but the ino- 
ment they should attempt it,that moment would they 
re-create an excitement, both in and ont of these 
halls, which every lover of peace and harmony must 
deprecate. And it would be found that in propor- 
tion to their numbers on this floor would southern 
men become stronger in denouncing any interfer. 
ence with their rights. The whole south would be 
found meeting as one man on this question. We 
have been called here to dispose of grave and seri- 
ons subjects, and not to discuss the question of abo- 
lition, and, therefore, it was nseless and unnecessa- 
ry to interfere with the twenty-fist rule. Did the 
presideat af the United States say one word in his 
message on the subject of abolition, directly or in- 
directly? Nota syllable. And yet the first step 
taken on this floor was contrary to the recommen- 
dations inthe message. lt was then entirely lo- 
reign to the purposes for which congress had been 
specially convened. . : 

The gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Under- 
wood), had remarked, in the course of his speech this 
morning, that a feeling of indignation had been got- 
ten up in the country in regard to the presentation 
of abolition petitions to congress. Now where, he, 
(Mr. IF. C. Johnson), would ask, was the feeling 
of indignation? He knew not. The nation was, at 
this moment, in the enjoyment of the utmost tran- 
quillity and repose. [t was, too, looking with the 
inast anxious solicitude to our proceedings, in order 
tasee what we are going to do for the relief of the 
country—what we are going 1o do in reference to 
improving the currency and exchanges of the coun- 
try. He confessed he was apprehensive that no- 
thing good could grow out of rescinding the 21st 
rule, but on the contrary mach evil might result 
from it. He was folly convinced that the sentiments 
ol the president of the United States were in favor 
of the course he, (Mr. W. C. Johnson), was taking 
in reference to rescinding this resolution, He had 
set forth his opinion on this question, in a letter 
which had been some time since published 1o the 
world. 

Mr. 4dums here asked forthe reading of the lelter. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson resumed. He had not the let- 
ter in his possession, but he stated it as a fact that 
the executive had written a letter to the effect which 
he, (Mr. J.) had intimated. He therelore was de- 
sirons to clear his skirts of any charge that he was 
either directly or indirectly an instroment in this 
matter. 1t was but an act of justice towards that 
distinguished individual to say thus much in his vin- 
dication. If this bouse, the grand inquest of the na- 
tion, should undertake the responsibilny of acting on 
this question, and of throwing open the doors to a 
flood of abolition petitions, why, let them do it; but 
do not couple the uame of the executive with it. 
Ag he had already said, he offered the resolution on 
the subject of abolition petitions which became the 
21st rule, and he rejoiced that he had done it. Hav- 
ing advocated it then, he would do so now, hecause 
he bad seen no reason to change his opinion as to 
the propriety and correctness cl the course which he 
thought it his duty to take. 

He did not think it proper lo discuss the whole 
subject again, which had been fully and elaborately 
argued on a former occasion. The chief motive by 
which he had heen governed in otleiing his resolu- 
tion was to throw oil upon the troubled waters, and 
the result of its adoption was fo restore peace and 
and harmony to the house. We had nol witnessed 


would not pretend to foretell. 
| Predict that no good wonld come of it to any portion 
of this union—no beneficial results to any interest ol 
this wide spread confederacy. Rescind this rule, 
and endless discussion will be the consequence, and 
the excitement would be so great as to retard the 
despatch of the business which had called us to- 
gether, and thus we might be sitting here till near 
the meeting of the regular session, He was, for all 
these reasons, opposed to rescinding the resolution, 
and because he wished congress to go on and dis- 
pose of the various measures which tlie country was 
most anxiously waiting to have disposed of as speed- 
ily as possible. He would vote to retain the resolu- 
tion, and let the consequences fall upon those who 
were for rescinding it. He would invoke this house, 
and inore especially his whig friends, to pause and 
anxiously and deliberately reflect before they coun- 
tenanced-a course of action which would lead to re- 
snits disastrous in their effects. It was not his pur- 
pose to enlarge npon this occasion, but in order to 
show what had been the proceedings of this house 
upon the question, he would ask its attention fa the 
yeas and nays which had been taken on the subject, 
and were to be found in page 191 of the journal of 
the house, in the years 1335-'6. [Here the clerk 
read them.] His object in having the yeas and nays 
read was to show that the principle bad been adopt- 
ed to reject abolition petitions, and that, too, on the 
most high and patriotic grounds, because of the ex- 
citement throughout the country, and in the national 
councils. 

Now, rescind thus resolution, and we should then 
have the same excitement that was witnessed here 
before its adoption, and when, on one occasian, a 
motion to receive an abolition petition was laid on 
the table by a vote of 176 to 37, and Mr. Adams led 
off in the affirmative. After referring to what was 
the opinion of the framers of the constitution on the 
subject of slavery, Mr. J. remarked that he thought 
with the: gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise), 
that all abolition petitions ought ta be rejected, be- 
cause we have not the power to act on the question. 
In the course of his remarks he had dropped a senti- 
ment in reference to the course of some northern 
men, which reqnired a little qualification. He would 
say, however, that there are some men at the north 
who, although not partaking of the excitement, 
which ooght not to exist here, on the subject of abo- 
lition, nevertheless pressed it upon us in opposition 
to tlie feelings of tlie south, rather than come in con- 
tact with the violent abolitionists of their own dis- 
tricts. But, for the purpose of testing whether the 
house was willing lo throw open the whole question 
for discussion, he would call the previous question. 

Some conversation here lollowed as to the effect 
of the previous question, under the parliamentary 
law; the speaker deciding that, if the previous ques- 
tion was ordered, the question must be taken on each 
| amendment. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson then proceeded to say that, on 
reflection, he would not call the previous question, 
althongh there were many gentlemen around him 
desirous that he should da so, because he did not 
wish the house to take a vote on a proposition which 
would be most injurious to the interests of the coun- 
try. He believed that if this question should be 
brought up on the adoption of the rules, atter a com- 
mittee should have been appointed to examine them, 
that would be a most fitting time to say what altera- 
tion, if any, should be made in them. 

Mr. Slade said he did not rise for the purpose of 
continuing the debate on the merits of the question, 
if, indeed, its inerits had been actually reached in 
the discussion. He felt compelled to say that, so far 
as the question had been discussed with a reference 
to the agency which the respective parties in the 
last congress had in the adoption of the 21st rule. 
and the discession had been mostly confined to that, 
its merits had not been touched at all. He deemed 
it of no importance to go into an examination as to 
the paternity of the rule. Whether it was a measure 
of the last administration er of its opponents, did not 
atfect its true character. He cauld perceive no good 
that conil result from bnnging up these reminis- 
cences. lts only ellect would be to divert the house 
from the true question before it, and throw it aff into 
an interminable sea of debate on points which had 
nothing ta do with the question. 

Mr. S. said his purpose had been, and still was, 
to refrain from discussing the twenty-first rule, or 
the subject of slavery, at the present session. When 
the proper time should arrive, lie should have much 
to say on the question of slavery, and upon the rule, 
should there be an attempt to adopt it. But he came 
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here at the present session for a different purpose. 
Ile caine with an express deterinination to presenf 
no abolition petitions, and with a confident belief 
that nobody would present them; and, he would 
add, with a confident beliet that the friends of the rute 
in question would refrain from pressing it, that they 
would not force upon the house a question which 
must necessarily lead toa protracted debate, and 
trench upon time which ought to be devoted exclu- 
sively to the objects which formed the necessity fot 
tbe extraordinary session, He had not believed that 
the friends of the rule would, in the absence of all 
necessity for it, undertake the experiment of gag- 
ging, six months in advance, merely tor the sake of 
showing their power of doing it. The rule expired 
on the 3d of March last. He had thought they 
wonld be williug to let it sleep, at least until the 
first regular session of the 27th congress; and thal he 
might be permitted to enjoy the satisfaction of con- 
scious freedom dnring the intervening period—es- 
pecially as he had telt, what he now avowed, no dis- 
position to exercise thal freedom to the annoyance of 
any body. 

~ To show the house what had been his views on 
the subject, and the course he had deemed it his 
duty to pursue, he would beg permission to read to 
the house a communication he had addressed to the 
leading abolition paper in Vermont, touching this 
subject. A correspondent of the paper having sug- 
gested that petitions should be sent to congress at 
the extra session, praying for the rescinding of the 
twenty-first rule, ne (Mr. S.) had thereupon ad- 
dressed the editor the lollowing: 

“f observe in your paper of tbe 24th, which has 
just reached me, a communication from Jesse Sted- 
man, nrging the sending of petitions ta congress, at 
the extra session, praying for the rescinding of the 
‘infamous twenty first rule’ of the house of repre- 
sentatives. 

“If petitions are to be forwarded, they should not 
pray for the rescinding of the rule, as it is not now 
in existence. The rules of the last congress ex- 
pired with thal congress. None of them will have 
any force or effect until revived by the action of 
the next house of representatives. The petitions 
should therefore ask {that no such rule be again 
adopted. 

“I take this occasion ta say that I do not deem it 
of any importance that petitions such as I have sug- 
gcsted should be presented at the extra session. It is 
desirable that that session should be as short as pos- 
sible—that it should be cantined to the legislation 
rendered indispensably necessary by the financial 
condition of the country. That will spread itself 
sufficiently to caver all the time that the represen- 
talives will be willing to spend, or their constituents 
will be willing to kave them spend, in an extra ses- 
sion. I presume that no representative will think 
of presenting, at that session, any such petitions as 
were in contemplation when the twenty-first rule 
ol the last honse was adopted; and that in adopting 
the late rules, at the extra session, the twenty-first 
tule will, by common consent, be dropped. I do 
not say that there will he no attempt to adopt it 
at the next regular session in December; but its 
lriends, I am sure, will not think of pressing it at 
the extra session, knowing, as they must, that its 
discussion will occupy time which, the urgent ne- 
cessities of the country demand should he otherwise 
appropriated; and feeling assured that no necessity 
larit will exist at that session to keep out ‘abolition 
petitions.” At the extra session in September, 1827, 
these petitions were withholden from presentalion 
by common consent; and so, [ presume, they will be 
at the extra session which is approaching. 

“No man can hold ‘the twenty-first rule’ to be 
more ‘infamons’ than 1 do; but I do not think that 
any thing will be gained by sending petitions against 
its readoption at the extra session, Let it opponents 
reserve their strength for the regular session in De- 
cember, when, if ever, an attempt may be made to 
revive it, Your obedient servant, 

WM. SLADE. 

“ Middlebury April, 28, 1841.’ 

In one particular, Mr. S. said, he had been mis- 
taken in the communication he had just read. His 
unpression had been that abolition petitions had 
been'witliholden froin presentation at the extra ses- 
sion of 1937; but npon examination of the journal 
of that session, he found that the lollowing resolu- 
tion had been adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the action of the several etnndin 
committees of this house on all matters not embrace 
by the inessage of the president of the United States to 
ihe two houses of congress, communicated on the se- 
cond day of the current session, hie suspended until the 
commencement of the annual session of congress in 
December nest; and that the consideration of all peti- 
tions on such suspended matters be also postponed to 
the pened above specified, i 

Under this resolution, all petitions of every de- 
scription, not coming wilbin the scope ol the pre- 
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sident’s inessage, were laid on the table and passed 
over to the next session. But few abolition peti- 
tions, however, were presented. He was not able 
to fiud that he had presented a single one during 
the session. Those which were presented were on 
the table, not under a slavery gag rule, but because 
they did not fall within the range of business to 
which it bad been proper to confine the extra session. 

Mr. S. said he would have the same course pursued 
now. He did not believe that any abolition petitions 
wonld be presented during the present session; but 
if there should, they might be disposed of under a 
general resolution like that adopted at the extra 
session of 1837. He would therelore simply drop 
the 21st rule: in other words, except it Irom the 
rules of the last house of representatives, to be adopt- 
ed for the government of the present. He thought 
none could object to this. It compromitted nobo- 
dy. To drop or except it fram the rules would be 
simply saying: We liave come here fora special 
purpose. We desire to accomplish it as soon as 
possible, and will not consume time by urging the 
adoption ot a rule for which there ia no practical 
necessity at the present session, and to press which 
will only have the effect of producing irritation, 
without stopping the presentation of a single aboli- 
tion petition. 

For the accomplishment of the purpose he had 
suggested, Mr. S. said it seemed to hita that a por- 
tion of the amendment of his venerable friend from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams) was unnecessary; and 
for this, il for no other reason, he hoped the gen- 
tlemen would so modify it as to omit that part which 
contemplated the rescinding of the 21st rule. If his 
friend should decline the modification, he would 
move to amend his amendment by striking out the 
words “which is hereby rescinded.” He did this 
for two reasons. 

Tn the first place, there seemed to be an absurdi- 
ty in undertaking to rescind a rule which was no 
longer in existence. The leading significations of 
the word rescind are, to lop or eut off—to annul— 
torepeal. All these necessarily suppose that some- 
thing is tn existence, upon which the rescinding pro- 
cess is lo operate. Before the 4th of March last, all 
these acts might have been performed upon the 21st 
rule, because it was in being. But it had ceased to 
be. It was dead. He would let it remain so. To 
undertake to rescind the rule seemed to him as ab- 
surd as to attempt to repeal a law which had expired 
by its own limitation. 

In the second place, Mr. S. said he objecled to 
the attempt tn “rescind” the rule, because such ac- 
tion, if not absurd, was unnecessary. What pur- 
pose would be answered by rescinding, which would 
not be answered by merely dropping the rule? He 
would avoid giving the act an unnecessarily offen- 
sive form to any. He believed there were many 
who had no dispositinn to revive the rule at the 
present session, if ever, who would not vote to re- 
Scind it. It was dead, and they were willing to let 
it remain so. They might vote to leave it out of 
the revised rules, but would not go beyond this. 
And why should they? Why put the proposition 
in such a form as to leave them no alternative but to 
rescind or retain the rule? 
give a vote which should liave the effect merely to 
drop it? 

And wbo would object to dropping it? There 
would, probably, be no petitions presented at the 
present session for it to act on; or if there should 
be, they might be sent over to the next session un- 
der a general resolution, which should thus dispose 
of every thing not embraced in the president’s mes- 
sage. Why,then, should the adoption of tlie rule 
be pressed? Did gentlemen wish to anticipate the 
discusstons of the next session! Was there not 
business enough necessarily growing out of the 
present crisis without cousnming the time by forc- 
ing the discussions upon the house which an attempt 
1o revive this odious rule must necessarily produce? 
Let gentlemen consider upon whoin would fall the 
responsibility of this consumption of time. For 
himself, Mr. S. said, he desired to do the business 
rendered indispensable by tlie existing crisis as soon 
as possible. ‘The people expected this. They hada 
right to expect it. 

Mr. S. said he might perhaps be asked why, since 
be urged the absence of all necessity for the rule 
at the present session, there was any necessity for 
dropping it? If there should be nothing for it to 
act on, would it not be harmless? Why, then, op- 
pose it? No freeman (said Mr. S.) need be asked 
why he should resist a denial of his right, because 
he did not desire to exercise it, and it was therefore 
unnecessary to enforce the denial. But in this case, 
if the rule was to be enforced for the time being, it 
would probably be enforced for the entire congress. 

Mr. S. said he had, belore leaving home, express- 
ed a belief that the “odious twenty-first rule” would 
not be pressed at the present session. Soune of the 


Why vat permit them to | 


abolitionists had derided bim for his credulity. He 
was in the habit of leaning to the favorable side in 
Judging of men; and he would not abandon the po- 
sition he had taken in this case, until the rule should 
be actually foreed upon him. 

Mr. S. expressed his surprise that those who de- 
preciated a continuance of the abolition excitement 
should insist on the adoption of the 21st rule. He 
could give no assurance that a refusal to adopt the 
rule woutd stop excitement on the subject of slave- 
ty; but he would say that its readoption would very 
greatly increase it. The gentleman from Maryland 


Much 
of order. 

Mr. Slide modified his amendment 
the words *:21sl rule? the woids, 
tion of the several standing commit 
upon all matters not embraced in t 
president of the United States, in 
tion upon the Ist day of June, be suspended until 
the commencement of the annual session of con- 
gress in December next, and that the consideration 
of all such petitions be postponed until said session.” 

Mr. Mason asked that his proposition might be 


desultory conversati 


on followed on a point 


by adding af- 
“and that the ac- 
tees of tliis house 
he message of the 

his communica- 


(Mr. Johnson) had contended that the adoption of| read. 


the rule had had the effect of allaying the abolition 
excitement, both here and elsewhere, and that it 
should, therefore, be continued. Mr. S. said he bad 
determined to avoid, at this time, going into a dis. 
cussion of the merits of the rule; but he must take 
the occasion to say that. the gentleman from Mary- 
land was greatly mistaken in his estimate of the 
effect of it. It was true, it had to some extent, kept 
execitement nut of this ball; but it had not allayed it 
elsewhere. The gentleman was evidently ignorant 
of the depth and strength of the feeling which pre- 
vailed at the north on this subject. While the gen- 
tleman was dreaming that abolition was dead, it was, 
in fact, gatbering strength from his own efforts to 
suppress it. 

There was (said Mr. S.) a great mistake prevail- 
ing in regard to the effect of gag resolutions and 
gag rules. Jt was taking a narrow view of the sub- 
ject to look only at the immediate results ot these 
measures here. Those must know very little of 
the nature of the abolition excitement who think | 
to stop or retard it by denying the right of petition, 
and forbidding discussion in this hall, They ought 
to know that, if obstructed in one channel, it will | 
find another. The stream will roll on, obstruct it 
who will. Who would think of stopping the Po- 
tomac by a dam? Raise it mountain high, and the 
waters will rise with it, and either sweep it away, 
or force a passage around it, and roll on to the 
ocean, It was just so with abolition. It mocks at 
gag resolutions and gag rules. 

And let gentleroen beware of the direction which 
their own ill-advised measures might give to the | 
abolition excitement. There was already a “third 
party” in existence, with candidates for the presi- 
dency and vice presidency in the field. That party 
had been forced into being by the gag resolutions 
and rules which had been adopted here, and by 
kindred measures in lavor of slavery elsewhere. 
The readoption of Ihe gag rule at this time would 
give a tremendous impulse to the movements of that 
party. Let gentlemen beware of the cousequences of | 
the act they were about to perform. 

The great question of slavery (Mr. S. said) 
; would have to be met in some form sooner or later, 
and that not merely asa question of philanthropy 
and of human rights, but as one intimately connect. 
jed with the finances of the country, affected as 
they are, and ever must be, by the antagonist influ- 
ences of free and slave labor. The institution of 
slavery is practically interwoven with the whole 
subject of political economy in this and in every 
country where it exists, and it must he discussed. 
But he would not now go into the subject. He 
would only repeat the expression of his anxious 
desire that the present session should not be con-| 
sumed with the agitation of this question. He 
believed that the true way to prevent tbis was, to 
drop the rule, upon the assumption that nobody 
would be disposed now to ofer any thing for the 
actiou of the house upon which it could operate, 
or, it they shonld, that it might be laid upon the 
table, not under a rule odiously applicable to this 
subject alone, but under a resolution which should 
exclude Irom consideration at this session all sub- 
jects not embraced in the president’s message. Ht 
seemed to him thal the whole bouse, north, south, 
east and west, might come togeiher on this ground, 
and that the act might go forth to the country, not 
as a triumph of abolitinn or anti-aholition, but as a 
measure dictated by a sense of the urgent neces- 
sity of oceupying all tlie time of the house in 
the great business for whicbit had heen called toge- 
ther. 

Mr. Mason, of Ohio, rose, not, he said, for the 
purpose of participating in the debaie, hut to bring 
forward a proposition which he would offer with 
the sincere hope that it would be adopled. 

The speaker reminded the gentleman that there | 
was already an amendmen! to an amendment pend- į 
ing. 

An Mason expressed the hnpe that gentlemen | 
would withdraw their prapositions to enable him lo 
present his. 

And a suggestion was made by Mr. Dawson that 
the gentleman should move to lay the subject upon 
the table, in order that he might be enabled to olfer 
his proposition, 


i 


Afer numberless notices and discussions on 
points of order, the previous question was called 
under the parliamentary law, and was seconded, the 
speaker having decided that, under that law, any 
one member could second the demand. 

And the previnus question having been seconded, 
many members rising tor the purpose— 

Mr. Slade again modified his amendment by with- 
drawning that portion of it which excluded the con- 
sideration of subjects not included in the president’s 
message, remarking that such an amendment might 
exclude subjects which sbould be considered. — ^ 

And, after further discussions on points of order. 
and as to the effect of the Previous question, the 
question was taken by tellers, “shall the main ques. 
tion be now put?" aad was decided in tlie negative; 
yeas 75, nays 94. i 

Under the parliamentary law, the effect of this 
vote was to put the whole subject from under the 
consideration of the house for one day, 

A motion to adjourn was made and withdrawn. 

Mr.. Briggs offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the several standing committees of 
this house, as provided for in the rules of the last house 
of representatives, be naw appointed by the speaker. 

Mr. Wise objected that the resolution adopted 
oue pait of the rules and not the other. 

Mr. Barnard submitted that his resolutions were 
first in order. 

Mr. Briggs insisted upon the necessity of 
ing the usual time and opportunity to the s 
to appoint—more necessary now by reason 
great number of new members. 
dinary aet of courtesy to the presiding officer would 
not be withheld; bnt that the house would adopt the 
resolution and adjourn over to Monday. 

Mr. Wise said the speaker could select in his own 
mind tbe members of the several cominittees, And 
he would therefore move that the house do now ad- 
journ to meet at 11 o'clock on Monday. 

Mr. T. Smith asked the yeas and Nays, which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were yeas 60, nays 
143. So the house refused to adjourn. 

The speaker, by unanimous consent, laid belore 
the house a message from the president, transmit- 
ting a report of the secretary of the treasury, exhi- 
biting the transfers of appropriations made in that 
departinent in pursuance of the power vested in the 
president, by the act of March 3, 1809. Laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 

The speaker also laid before the house 
from the secretary of the treasury on the 

Mr. Wise asked for the reading of cert 
grapbs containing an intimation that the 
could furnish a plan for a national b 
would overcome the constitutional scruples hitherto 
entertained against that sort of fiscal agent. 

And, after some difficulty and discussion ona 
point of order, the extracts were read. 

Mr. Wise otfered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary uf the treasury he re- 
quesied to lay before this house tbe plan of “such a fis- 
cal agent reeommended in his report of this day as will 
remove all scruples touching the question of constitu- 
rional power, and thus avoid the objections which have 
been urged against those fiscal agents heretofore ere- 
ated by congress;” and that a committee of nine mem- 
bers be appointed to consider and Teport upon such 
plan when presented hy the secretary of the treasury. 

Mr. Everett thought that we ought to have the 
document printed first, that its contents mizht he 
examined. And he moved thal the report be re- 
ferred to the committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, and that at be printed. If the appoint- 
ment of a select committee should afterwards ap- 
pear to be called for, it would be time enough to 
appoint it. 

Mr. Proffi 


grant- 
peaker 
of the 
He hoped this or- 


a report 
finances. 
ain para- 
Secretary 
ank, which 


t asked a division of the resolution, 
first on ibat part calling for the plan, and secondly 
on the appointinent of a select cooimittee. 

Mr. Everett submitted that bis motion was first 
inorder. And the speaker so decided. 

Mr. Randolph moved that the message be laid on 
the table and printed 

Mr. IFise had no objection to that, but hoped the 
house wood call for the plan, 

Alter some desultory discussion, in which Messrs. 
Wise, Bidlack and Briggs participated, the message 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 
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The speaker thea decided the resolutina of Mr. 
Wise to be the next business in order. À 

Mr. Underwood moved the following asa substi- 
tate: 

Resolved, That it is necessary and proper to ereate 
a national bank to act as a fiscal agent of the govern- 
ment, and to repeal the act entiiled “an act to provide 
for the collection, safe-keeping, transfer and disburse- 
3nent of the public revenue, approved July 4, 1840.” 

Resolved, ‘That a eommitte ot be appointed to 
prepare aud report a bill or bills to carry into effeet the 


preceding resolution. y Mew 
Mr. U` declared he had serions objections to call- 


ing on the executive departments to submit plaus 
for legislation. It had not been usnal. 

Mr. Wise said that the very first movement ever 
made by this government upon a question of finance, 
alter the constitution was formed, was a regular eall 
on Alexander Hamilton, ther secretary of the trea- | 
sury, for his views or plan. So with Mr. Dallas, 
Mr. Crawford and Mr. Gallatin. Aad it was the 
express constitutional duty of the executive de- 

artmeats to recommend measures to congress. 

Mr. Underwood had not gone sn far back in what 
he said. He meant to say that, in his own experi- 
ence, it had not bezn usual to call upon the depart- 
ments for plans of legislation, and he, for one, was 
not willing now to set the example. 

He wished that a direct vote should be taken on 
this proposition. He did not wish to debate it; for 
Lwelve years it had been debated. TI once the dis- 
cussion was opened, tbere would be oo end to it, 
and he did not believe that a single vote would be 
changed by it. l this resolution should prevail, 
thea the committee which might be raised might 
cali on the departments or individuals for informa- 
tion, or might consult sach other sources as they 
might think proper. He wanted the house to 1e- 
spond this evening to this proposition, bank or no 
bank; sub-hieasury or no sub treasury; and thus, 
let the conatry know whether any thing was to be 
expected at the haads of congress or not. If the 
resolutian was decided in the negative, be should 
be willing to go home in a week. liit was adopt- 
ed, there would be abundant opportunity, when the 
details of the bill came to be settled, for every gen- 
tleman to express his views. No difficulty on that | 
score need be anticipated. 

Mr. Wise raised the point whether the resolution 
was in order, 

Mr. IF. C. Johnson moved that the house adjourn 
uatil Monday next, al 11 o'clock. 

The yeas and nays were asked and refused. 

And the hause adjourned until Monday next, at | 
11 o'elock. 


————— 
CHRONICLE. 

AMERICAN antiquities. J. H. Stevens’ forthcoming 
work on the cites and temples in Central America, 
is to be published the ensuing week. it will have se- 
venty engravings, mostly ou steel. 

BaLLoows. We find the following ia the Moniteur 
Parisien: ^ An experiment of the highest interest was 
performed at tho Chatcaü de Villetaneuse, near Saint 
Dennis. M. S— and his son had for some time past 
announced publicly that they had succeeded in the | 
moans of directing balloons in the air, and several ex- 
periments on a small scale, in the court-yard of the 
Ecole Militaire, in Paris, had been attended with satis- 
factory results. The experiment has verified all their 
hopes. M. 5. jr. aficr rising to a height of about 250 
metres with a balloon coastracted hy hinself and his 
father, set at work their ingentous inechanism, and 
immediately the balloaa procceded to the west, not- 
withstanding a pretty strong wind blowing troin that 
puint, He then returne d aad sailed about ia various 
directions, the balloon nsing or lowering at the will of 
the æronaut without the apparent use of aay kind of 
ballast The experiments lasted for three hours, at 
iie expiration of whieh time M. S. descended at the 
point irom which he had started, anndst the acclama- 
tons ol the spectators." 


Baars. ‘The memorial to congress for the establish- 
ment of a national bank has been unammously adopt- 
ed by the New York ehamber of commerce, and is 
circulating lor signatures—twenty thousand it is said 
have been obtaincd—a committee have beca raised to 
proceed with it to Washington. 

The memorial of the New York chamber of com- 
merce in favor af a national bank having been referre 
to a committee of the chamber of conmerce in Phila- 
delpbia, that committee Lave unannnously i 

Resolved, ‘Vhat whilst this chamber are decidedly in 
fovor of the establishment of a national bank, or fiscal 
agent, they yet deem ul mexpedient at present to me- 
Tuorialize congress on the subject. A 

The directors of the Bank of the U. States of Penn- 
eylvania have directed suit against the fate president, 
Mr. Biddle. ‘The officers of the bank have becn em- 
jloyed for sonw time 1n. givin vertificates of deposite 
Leann six per cent. ioterest, m exchange for its notes, 
as well as to such depasitors as had finds in the bank 
atthe time of its suspension. About S800,000 have 
been funded in this way. "the eflct will be salutary, 
inasmuch us ereditors uf the bauk, either ag note 
holders or depositors, will now draw interest. 


| dust of that lovely woman. 


Bosrow. The aucient and honorable artillery com- 
pany of Boston, under the command of general Ap- 
pleton Howe, celebrated its two hundred and thirty- 
third anniversary ou Monday last- 


Hox. Tuos. W. Criyn, late a member of congress 
from Louisiana, has been appointed president of the 
board of puhlie works of Louisiaua, vice gen. Juseph 
Bernard, resigned. 


Wirum Gayrogo Crank, esq. editor of the Phila- 
éelphia Gazette, expired on the night of the 12th inst. 
of pulmonary disease, in his 32d year. “A scholar, a 

fet, and a gentleman. ‘None knew him but to love 

im? lis health had fora long time been failing. 
The death of his accomplished and lovely wife seve- 
ral years ago, upon whom he doated with a passionate 
and rapturous fondness had shaken his constitution, 
and eaten bis strength. None but his intimate friends 
knew the influence of that sad affliction upon his phy- 
sical frame. To the last his heart yearned over the 
Tn his death chamber, her 
portrait stood always before him on his table, and his 
loving eye turned to it even in extremest pain, as 
though it was his living and only friead. The verses 
to her memory by her smitten husband, writtea soon 
after her death, we consider of the richest poetical 
gems in the language, though very inadequately ex- 
pressive of the intenseness of the author's grief.” 


Corrox. The information brought by the Great 
Wesiern has rather damped the ardor of purchasers 
thaa effected any reduction in prices. Sales have been 
made at New York. since,at former quotations, viz: 


(2,400 Upland and Florida at 9a112; 1,450 Mobile at 


91312; 700 N. Orleans at 922127. 
Crors. A seasonable rain occurred at the clase of 


‘Yast week greatly reviving vegitation in this section 


of the union, which had suffered much from drought. 
Generally tne pablic papers iadicate the prospect of an 
abundant harvest. Almost the only exception we have 
noticed is from a paper in the interior of Pennsylvania. 
The Floridiun of the Sth instant, says that the cotton 
and eorn crop ia that region is very promising in ap- 
pearance. : 


COUNTERFEIT GOLD coin. The St. Louis Fira says 
that a large amount of spurious gold coia has been put 
iato circulation in the upper part of the state of Mis- 
souri. Fras stated that in one case payment of seven- 
ty-five dollars was made in halfeagles, not one of which 
was genuine. 


DEAD LETTER OFFICE. The dead letter office, in the 
post office departmeat at Washington is a great curi- 
osity. The dead letters are returaed to the general 
post office, with the quarterly accounts from the 13,000 
post oflices which now exist. Five clerks are employ- 
ed in the dead letter office. The envelopes are takea 
from the packages by one clerk, who ties a string round 
the conteuts and casts them into a basket—the next 
clerk assorts them aud compares them with the post 
bills—sending the letters to a clerk to be opened—oa 
opening, the letters containing no valuable iactusnres 
are thrown into a basket and destroyed. "l'hose con- 
taining valuable inclosures, are returaed to the office 
where they were mailed, and sent to the owner if found. 
If not claimed, al! money is placed ia a separate fund, 
and the account recorded, so that it can be paid to the 
owner at any future period if claimed. They open 
about two hundred and fifty thousands letters per quar- 
ter—there are now several cart loads in the office un- 
opened. The work of opering and assorting is very 
tedious and laborious. 


Drarms. During the week ending the 14th instant, 
in New York 124, of which 29 were under two years 
of age, 25 died of cousumption, and 11 of scarlet fever; 
in Philadelphia 103, of which 37 were under two years 
of age, and 14 died of consumption; in Baltimore 45, 
of whith 23 were ander one ycar of age, 12 free colored 
ani t slave. 

During the moath of May there were 22 deaths in 
the city of Washington, of which only three were an- 
der two years uf age. 


ErrcrioNs. Mr. Black, (whig), has been elected to 
congress, without opposition, from the Somerset dis: 
ms in Penusylvania, laiely represented by the hon. 
C. Ogle. 

The Vau Buren candidates for congress from Ala- 
hama have heea elected by a majority of 6,613 votes. 
(Phe vote was very small on both sides. The Van 
Buren majority at the November clection was 5,920. 


ExcmaNcz. Billson London enmmand at New York 
from 8 to 82 premium; an Franec, 5f. 232 a 25; New 
York and Philadelphia 3} a 3*; Baltimore and Wash- 
ington 34; Richmond. Vetersbur, Norfolk, Raleigh, 
and Wilnington, N. C. 44; Charleston 15, Augusta 
12 a 13; Macon and Colambas 15; Savannah 33; Mo- 
bile 9$ a 10; New Orleans 6}; St. Louis 95; Louisville 
35; Cincinnati 9; Nashyi 

A St. Louis paper states that one mercantile house 
in that city, in the course of its business, paid last year 
upwards of $16,000 on exchanges. 


Greenoven’s staret of WasmixGToN. ‘The ship 
Sea sailed from Maiscilles, about the 1st of May, for 
Leghorn, for the purpose of recciving this statne, in- 
tended for the eapitol at Washiugton, and conveying it 
10 the United States. 


Leap TRADE. The St. Lonis Republiean states that 
the quantity of lead received at that place during tlic 


from i 


months of April and May was 178,000 pigs of which 
104,500 pigs were received during the last month. The 
navigation opened this year nearly a month later than 
last, and eouscquently the receipts have all been crowd- 
ed within the two first months. The whole receipts 
exceed those of last year about 30,000 pigs. These 
pigs vary from 65 to 70 lbs. The whole amount in 
pounds may be set down at 12,104,000. At the ave- 
rage price whieh lead has sustained this spring in that 
market, say 31 cents, this item of export alone is worth 
$423,640, 

Much the larger part of the receipts have been for- 
warded, chiefly to eastern. markets, but there is yet a 
large amount on hand, and there has been a small de- 
cline. The above estimate ouly embraces the lead of 
the Upper Mississippi. ‘The lead of the Missouri aad 
of the mines in the southern purt of that state are not 
included in it. 


Maurrary. Among the manceuvres exhibited at a 
review of French troops at Vincennes, were ordinary 
evolutions, with the gymnastic step—target finng, 17 
balls out of 100 hitung the mark, at 1,500 feet, cutting 
down trees, six inches through, with sabres, and firing 
volleys while the men lay on their backs. 

(N. Y. Exp. 


Missovmi Boxps. The St. Louis New Era says that 
a sale of Missouri state honds,to the amouat of thirty 
thousand dollars, has been made to an eastern capital- 
ist now in St. Louis. The bonds bear the extraordinary 
interest of ten per cent. 


Tur MAMMOTH cave or Kestocxy. Dr. John 
Croghan, the proprietor of this wonderful cave, situated 
in Edmondson county, Ky. has opened a house, (or 
place) of public entertainment within it, about a mile 

its mouth? where he accommodates visiters with 
lodgings and meals. 


Party sini. The foam and spray that dash around 
the ship of state, sometimes threatening 10 engalph her, 
yet composed of the very elements that support and 
buoy her up. 


Piratican. The boarding officer at the Balize, mouth 
of the Mississippi, has captured a. piratical schooner or 
smuggler, laviug a crew of seven men, well supplied 
with arms aad ammunition. 


Posr OFFICE REGULATIONS. Several suits have been 
instituted against New York editors for extending their 
privileges beyond the letter of the statute, by trausmit- 
ting cironlars, &e.; and packages of newspapers have 
been seat to the Dus States attorney, for having 
writing within their envelopes, which offence subjects 
the party to a penalty. 


fuk is cultivated with fair prospects of success in 
the neighborhood of the Red river, Arkansas. 


Specie» Exports from New York from 24th Sep- 
tember, 1940, to 30th. March, 1841, in silver $4,563,659, 
in gold $292,968, Since the last date the exports amount 
to about $500,000, 

The Great Western steamer brought over $100,000 
in gold—showing a tara of the tide. 


Sr. Louis. According to the report of the board of 
aldermen contains 19,063 inhabitaats within the old 
limits, about 6,000 are added by the limits of the new 
charter. In {830 the population of St. Louis was 6,252. 
The present amountof assessable property in the city 
is 83,001,615. 

Steamers. The St. Johns N. B. Herald states that 
the English government is about contracting for an 
additional line of steamers to the North American co- 
lonies—this line, in accordance with sir William Cole- 
brook’s wish will be likely to run direct to St. Johns—the 
present line will continue to ran to IIalifax. Should 
the St. Johus line be established, we shall have a stea- 
mer weekly from Europe. 

SrEAMBOAT. The steamhoat Duncan McRea ex- 
ploded in the Savannah river oa tho Sth instant—kill- 
ing two negrves~scalding three mea and the caps 


tain. ‘The boat sunk in seven feet water—the cargo 
all lost. 
Srocxs. U.S. Bank shares are quoted at £3.15.0 


nominal m Londoa 16th May, and selling at N. York 
and Philadelphia at 18121535 Indiana fives at 53a5735 
Ohio sixes 95a97. 

Sunpay scuoors ix Havana. The governor of Cuba 
has ordered the immediate erection of Sanday schools 
in Havana, where the ehildrea of all classes may be 
educated free of expense. ‘The law isa liberal one, 
and accomplishes the object completely. The Lan- 
easterian system of teaching is to be adopted, governor 
Valdez in taking this important step, will carn for him- 
selt an cnviable fame, and leave behiad him seeds that 
will gcrannate, aad spring up into vigorous plants, 
bearing precious and goodly frat. — (N. Y. Express. 


TEMPERANCE REFORM. Oa Saturday last the Wash- 
ington total absrinenee pledge was sigued hy the of- 
ficers and crew, twenty in number, of the revenue 
cutter Morris, at Portland. 


Mn. Varrtesanre after a sojoura of two years on thia 
continent, during which he bus been indefatigable in 
his mission and has made a very favorable impression, 
embarked a few days since on his return to France. 


Vermont. The cooncil of censors of this state are 
in session, and propose several amend ments to the con- 
stitn'ion. One extends the term of senators to three 
years—one-third to be cleeted annually. 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER. 


FirvrH sertes, No. 17.—Vou. X.] 


BALTIMORE, JUNE 26, 1841. 


[Vor. LX.—WHote No. 1,552. 


THE PAST—THE PRESENT—FOR THE FUTURE. 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED, EVERY SATURDAY, BY JEREMIAH HUGHES, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 


INDEX OF CONTENTS OF NO. 17, Vor. 16. 
Anuy—geus. Scott and Armistead, sickness of troops 

in Florida 260 
Avstria—corps of observation on the frontier of Tur- 


key . 257 
Bank or rue U. S.—report on in senate 255 
Czxscs—of 1530 and 1849 260 


Crina—capture of the Bogue forts and Canton, pro- 
clamation of capt. Elliot 258 
ConcRress—senaie 260, house 270 
France—tnial and execution of Darmes 257 
Great Briratn--dissolution of parliament, trade, mo- 
hey, sieam frigate Forth 237 


Ty] anover—items “ 257 
Iraty—construction of a rail road 257 
Persta—reported treaty with the British 258 
PortugaL—negotiations with Don Miguel 257 
Russta—prospeets of the harvest 257 


SparN-- meeting ol the depaties, reduction of the army, 
operations In the fauds ; 257 
Terxey—tribute by the pasha to the porte, insurrec- 
tion in Candia 257; Bulgarian insurrection. ‘Tahir 
pasha 250 


The steamer Colambia arrived at Boston on the 
16th, bringing London papers to the dth and Paris 
to the 2d inst. Dy this arrival we bave dates fro.n 
Bombay to the 3d of May—just six weeks back — 
and Canton to the 3d of April—ouly 77 days since. 

The overland mail of Bo.nbay, May 2, reached 
London on the eveninz of the 2d June. 

The principal feature in the news is, that the war 
has again broken out in China, because the emperor 
would not ratify tle treaty. The British have cap- 
tured Canton, and all the forts on the river, without 
the loss of a single man. The trade is open to Can- 
ton, the owners of vessels ranning all risks. Canton 
was taken on the 25th of February; on the same day 
Chusan was given up to the Chinese. High com- 
missioner Keshen, has been disgraced and sent to 
Pekin in irons. The Chinese lost 400 men. 

An American gentleman from Canton says the 
city is doomed to the flames. There are 200,000 
Chinese starving in the neighborhood for want of 
employment, who are as ready to sack the place as 
the sailors are. 

The packet ships Cornelia and Roscoe have ar- 
rived out at Liverpool. The Independence had also 
arrived. Tho St. Janes had arrived at London. 

The President steamship. 
ri-ks upon tho President en ered at Lloyd's was to 
have taken place to-day, but was postponed to the 
ith instant, to allow farther time for news respect- 
ing her, [London Times June 3. 
Liverpool, Juac 4. We have had a great many 
arrivals of vessels from foreign. ports to-day, and 
among them the Fortitude, froin Buenos Ayres; the 
captain (Arbathnot) of which states, that on the 
27th May, a1 5 A. M., lat. 47 N. long. 24 30 W., 
about 10 miles distant, he saw a very large steamer 
steering to the NE. without a fannel, a crippled 
foremast, aud large paddle boxes painted a dark 
enler, with large square topsails set on the maintop. 
mast, a topgaliant-sail on the foretopmast, and with 
fore and aft sails, "he steamer was making very 
elow progress. 

his inteligence, communicated by capt. Arbuth- 
not, has excited the most intense interest here, and 
many persons still hope that froin concurrent cir 
cumstances it may be the President; and probably 


the steainer scen by the Portuguese brig Conde de | 


Palama, on the 23d April, in lat. 31, aud long. 40. 
Others suppose it may be the Britania steamer, from 
Halifax, but this impression is by no means general; 
towards the close of the day the opinion is very 
streng that the vessel seen by the Fortitude wall 
provo to be the Pyesident; but it is at best mere con- 


jecture. 
VoL, X—816. 17. 


The scttlement of the | 


The London, Yarmouth, N.S. at Liverpaol, May] 
9, lat. 13, long. 66, fell in with the Paragon, Liver- 
pool to Halifax, in a sinking state, having been rou 
aboard off by a large American ship the day previous, 
and took off thc crew. May 12th, lat. 43, long. 50, 
the London strück an iceberg and lost bowsprit, 
maintopmast, &e. and stove in her larboard bow. 
Shortly afterwards heard a crash, which was sup- 
posed to proceed from another vessel running against 
the ice, and it is feared sank, but the weather was 
too thick te distinguish her. 

The President. ‘The vessel seen by the Forti- 
tude, and supposed to be a large steamer, disabled, 
was in all probability the London, from Yarmouth, 
N. S, that arrived here vesterday—the description 
and position. of the disabled vessel agreeing with | 
that of the London. (London paper, June 4. 

The Britania steamship. ‘The arrival at 
Enalaud of this vessel, which ran on the rocks at 
Halifax, bas occasioned great uneasiness in London, 

Liverpool, 6, 15 h. m. The impression gains 
groand every hour, that the steam ship seen by the 
Fortitude is the President. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

Parliament. Nothing important has been done 
in either house. The debate on Peel’s «no confi- 
dence motion" commenced on the 27th of May, and 
was continued next might. T'he adjourned debate 
was opened by serjeant Talford on the 2d June, 

Lord Stanley has withdrawn his famous registra- 
tion bill for the present session, 

Dissolution of parliament. We lcarn. from the 
best authority that the dissolution of parliament will 
take place about the 12th of this month. ‘The pro- 
clamation is ready, and only waits the queen’s signa- 
ture. The new parliament is to meci on the 4th 
August. We trast that the couservatives in this 
district will be fally on the alert, bat the remark is 
almost aonecessary, for the very best spirit prevails 
all through the country. f Hereford Journal. 

Trade of all kinds is still doll. Money was scarce. 
The funds were flat; teas rose 2d a pound. The 
cotton market was dall, and withont any change of 
importance iu price. 

The Peitish iron company has compromised with 
Mr. Attwood by paying him £350,000. "The pro- | 
perty of the coippany, iucluding book debts, is esti- | 
inated at £883,604, and the annual value of the 
estate at £45,000. 

Captain Fayer has been appointed to the cam- 
mand of the steain frigate Furth, one of the splendid 
ships belonging to the West India steam navigation 


hon 


compauy. 
FRANCE. 

Paris, June 2. On Saturday the trial of Darmes 
and his supposed accomphices, before the chamber of | 
peers, was brought to a close, Considere was ac- 
quitted, Duclos delivered over to the ordinary tribu- 
nals, and Darines condemned to death. 

‘T'he sentence of the eourt of peers was carried | 
inte effect this morning on Darmes. 

AUSTRIA 

An Austrian corps of observation is to be borned | 
on the frontier of Turkey, in consequence of the in- | 
surrection which was beco ning universal through | 


the European provinces of the ‘Turkish empire, 
GERMANY. 

The Constitutionnel publishes a letter dated Frank- 
ford, 224 ult, which announces that the British 
charge d'affaires to the Germanic confederation had 
fled from that city with an Englieh lady, a married 
womau, ani the mother of Lt chiken, T'he Cou- 
sittutionuel adds that this ecandalous affair bad caus 


ed a great deal of sensation at Frankfort. ft was 
not known what direction the parties had taken, 
The husband of the lady had pursued them to Bel- 
gium, 

RANOYER. 

Sincecircuinstances have given rise ta an expecta- 
tion of a tory government, the king of Hanover haa 
declined to proceed with the negotiations far reduce 
ing the Stadt tells. His majesty anticipates from 
lord Aberdeen he will be able to obtain a greater 
license for plondering merchants and distracting 
trade in the Elbe; which lord Palmerston has re- 
fused to sanction any longer. 

RUSSIA. 

Accounts from Moscow to the 10th of May, men- 
tion that the hopes already entertained in central 
Russia, of the coming harvest, had led to a fall of 
twenty per cent ou the price of corn, 

{Prussian State Gazette. 
SPAIN. 

Madrid, May 27 Tho chamber of deputics met 
to-day, but transacted uo business of importance, 

]tis expected that a. Cccree ordering the disband- 
ing of 20 battalions of the provincial militia, would 
shortly appear in the Gazette. This reduction in 
the efluctive force of the army, at a moment when 
money is so scarce, produced a favorable effect, as it 
shows that the governinent has become aware af the 
necessity of introducing a system vf cconomy into 
every branch of the adininistration. 

A good deal of business was transacted on the 
Speculators evinced more confidence than 
The operations in the five 


Bourse, 
on the previous days, 
per cents ameunted to 25,000,000 rls, and were 
done at 272 for cash, and at 27 15-16 at 60 days. 


PORTUGAL» 

Frontiers of Italy, May 17. lho negotiations 
with Pon Miguel at Rome, with reference to his en- 
tire renonciation of his claims to the throne of Por- 
togal, on the condition of receiving a suitable pen- 
sion, are stil] proceeding, and are favored not only hy 
the Austrian court in coucert with Rassia and Pros- 
sia, but likewise by the papal sec. 

ITALY, 

According to private letters from Naples, of the 
Iiih ult., it was coutemplated to construct a railroad 
bete cen that capital and Manfredonia, which would 
establish a communication between the Mediterra- 
nean and the Adriatic. ‘The king had declared his 
readiness to grant a guarantee of 4 or 43 per cent. 
interest to the company who should undertake to 
execute il, The whole expense was estimated at 
14,000,000 of ducats, (£2,440,000.) The king and 
queen, acco.npanied by tha young princess and all 
the royal heuschold, had returned. from Caserta to 
Naples. 

TURKEY. 

Constantinople, May 18th. Accounts from Bel. 
grade state, that the insurrection in Bulgaria had 
been suppressed. It was believed at Constantinople 
that, although the dispute with Mehemet Ali had 
hot been brought to a final settlement, no danger 
existed of peace being again disturbed. ‘Lhe tribute 
paid by the pacha to the porte had, it is said, been 
fixed at 90,000 purses (£122,000.) He had obtain- 
ed a loan of 6,000,000 dollars,on a deposit of produce. 

The Augsburg Gazette, under date Ancona, 18th 
ult, states that the’ christians of Macedonia were 
fortifying maunt Athos, in order to render it impreg- 
nable. The insurgents were supported by the 
inonks. 

The insurrcetion in Candia, Tho Augsburg 
Cazetíe, under date Trieste, May 20, states that up 
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to the present period M ustapha Pasha, the governor 
of tbe island of Candia, had acted with the greatest 
moderation, and that in consequence, 10 blood had 
as yet been shed, ‘Ihe force of the rebels was esti- 
mated at 20,000 men, of whom but 5,000 were arm- 
ed. The news of the sailing of the "l'urkish fleet 
from Constantinople, under the orders ef ‘Tahir Pa- 
aha, had caused much uneasiness amongst the chris- 
tians of the island. A Greek named Kalammatiaus 
had arrived there, bringing with im a great number 
of his countrymen to reinforce the islanders. Tt was 
considered that in case of a general engagement the 
result would be doubtful, although the ‘Turks would 
havea decided advantage on account of their artillery. 

he news of Bulgarian insurrection created a 
great alar.n in. the Turkish capital, and the sultan 
proposed sending Hussien Pasha, the destroyer of 
the Janissaries, to quell it. But after some delibera- 
tion, the grand vizier thought best to send a deputa- 
tion of Bulgarian christians to the insurgents, with 
the strongest assurances of pardon, and a full redress 
of grievances. Tahir Pasha, who commands the 
expedition against Candia, is a man of a most cruel 
and ferocious disposition, and is mere likely to 
foment than to suppress rebellion, 


PERSIA, 

‘Pho intelligence, via India, is pacific. Tt is said 
that the British agent was about to return to Bashire, 
aud amicable relations were to. be renewed on the 
basis of a treaty by which tho British will consent 
to evacuate Karack, snd the Shah ecde the fort Go- 
rian to the Shah Bamran, and arrest his expedition 
to Herat. These stipulations are doubted, and it is 
thought that Karack will not be given up. 


CHINA. 

Arrival of the overland mail by express. Malte, 
Muy 26, 1841, The Oriental arrived in port 
early this morning, from Alexandria, and brings 
a mail despatched from Bombay on the lst instant, 
by the Berenice, which arrived at Suez on the 18th. 

Capture of the Bogue forts and the city of Can- 
ton by the British. ‘ho intelligence received from 
China during the past month is of a highly interest- 
ing and important nature. Our latest news from 
Macao is to the 31st March. Keslien’s continued 
procrastination having at length exhausted captain 
Elliots patience, the Nemesis steamer was dispatch- 
ed from Macao on the 14th February, with the draft 
of a treaty for the approval and ratification of the 
imperial high commissioner. 

The commander of the steamer was ordered to 
wait ot the Bogue for a reply until the 18th, and in 
the event of his net receiving one by that day, te 
return immediately to Macao, ‘his he aceordingly 
did on the 19th, Keshen net having made his appear- 
ance, A circolar was then published, stating that 
the squadron were then moving towards the Bocca 
Tigris. On the following day captain Elliott receiv- 
ed a message from Keshen, in which the latter stated 
his willingness to sign the treaty, and excused his 
delay in not coming to the Bogue when the steamer 
was there, by alleging that he had been detained by 
some piratical bouts. 

This sppears to have been a mere ruse to gain 
time. On tlie 21th of February a notification of the 
renewal ef hostilitics was issucd to her Britanic ma- 
jesty's subjects. 


The Bleuheim, end Melville, with the Queen steam- 
er, opened their fire on the fort at Chuen-pee. Dy 
noon the action had become general, and the firing 
constant and heavy on all sides, Jn the meantime 
the Nemesis and Madagascar stcamers, with numer- 
ous boats in tow, ran in close to Ty Cock Tow, and 
landed the treops under the command of major Pratt. 

Shortly afterwards the whole of the forts were in 
possession of the British forces. Official notifica- 
tions were issued in the course of the day; one by 
the plenipotentiary, intimating the capture of the 
forts, the ether by the commodore, aulliorizing mer- 
eliant vessels to proceed to the Bogue. 

The number of prisoners taken at Chuen-pee is 
estimated at 1000, and the killed and wounded on 
the side of the Chinesc are said be very numereus. 

The island of Chasan has been evacuated and de- 
livered up to the Chinese, orders to that etfect hav- 
ing been transmiticd by eaptain Elliot, when he 
was laboring under the unhappy delusion that the 
Chinese were inclined to fulfil their promises of in- 
demnity. The British who were detuined prisoners 
at Ningpno were released as saon as the evscuation 
of Chusan was completed. 

We have extracted various items of Chinese in- 
telligence from the Calcutta paper af the 30th of 
April, On the morning of that day, the Queen 
steamer, from Macao the 31st of. Morch, arrived at 
Calentta with cominodore sir James Gordon Blemer. 
His excellency is said to have come to India, for the 
purpose of consalting the governor general, and ob- 
taining re-inforceinente. 

Tue British troops have possession of the factory 
at Canton, but it would appear there is a provisional 
Chinese government in the city. The Calcutta 
Courier states that the forcing the passage between 
the Bogue and Canton was most gallantly effected. 
The Chinese lest 490 men. The English had only 
six wounded, 

We have been favored with private letters from 
Singapore to the 10th ult, Macao to the 28th, and 
Canton tà the 26th March. From these we learn 
that Canton was almost deserted. ‘The Hong mer- 
chants remained en the spot, but said that the people 


| were afraid to trade whilst the men-of-war remained 


in the river. The Chinese at Canton now believe 
that no traffic of importanee can be carried on, until 


the whale qoestion is definitely settled. 

Proclamation of the chief superintendent. 1n 
the first proclamation, dated 6th of Mareh, 1841, 
capt. Elliot says— 

«People of Canton. «Your city is spared, be- 
cause the gracious sovereign of Great Britain has 
commanded the high English etficer to remember 
that the good and peaceful people must be tenderly 
considered. 

«Bot if the high officers ofthe celestial court, of- 
fer the least obstruction to the British forces in their 
present stations, then it will become necessary to an- 
swer force by force, and the city may suffer terrible 
injury." 

In another dated the 20th of March lie says— 

uA suspension of hostilities at Canton aod in the 
province, has been this day agreed upon between the 
imperial commission Yang and the undersigncd— 

ult has further been publicly proclaimed to the 
people uncer the seals of the commissioner aud the 


Towards the close of the morning of the 25th of | acting. governor of the province, that the trade of 


February, three howitzers and a party of Sepoys 
were landed at Chucn-pee, from the Nemesis and 
the boats of the squadron. The Chinese kept up 
a desultory firo while the darkness lasted. Before 
tho dawn of day a battery had been erected with 
sand bags and the guns got into position, From 
these ns soon as it was sufficiently light, the British 
returned the fire of the Chinese. 

Atil A. M. the tide served and the signal was 
made for the squadron to weigh. 11. M. S, Calliope 
beariog the broad pendant of the commodore, led the 
attack against North Wantong, followed by the Sam- 
ange, Druid, Wellesley, Sulphur, and Modesto.— 


the port ef Canton is open, and that British and 
other lorcign merchants who may seo fit to. proceed 
there for the purpose of lawful commerce shall be 
duly protected.” 

‘Theso are the most important facts in the procla- 
mation of captain Elliot. 

Canton is in possession of the British troops, and 
a truce had been agrecil upon between the new com- 
missioner and captain Eliot; the trade is ta he re- 
opened at Canton, pending tlie imperial decision. 

The aceamulation of goods outside Caotor is im- 
mense, and. will, without doubt, be thrown on tlie 
market, Prices will run very low. 


Tt appears that after captsin Elliot's notice of the 
re-apening of tlie trade, nine American and fourteen 
British ships proceeded to Whampoa, but in a few 
days, new obstacles were thrown in their way, it be: 
ing intimated that the Chinese traders were all armed, 
as the ships of war were so near Canton, and that 


no trade would be carried on until they were rc- 


moved, 

It is said captain Elliot was inclined to yield this 
peint. Before however, any arrangements could be 
made, the reply ot the ei peror te the despatch an- 
nouncing the destruction of the Bogue fort was re- 
ceived, which was fierce in. the extreme, and orders 
of a war of extermination to be carried against the 
English. T'he notices posted by the Canton authori- 
ties on the walls, announcing the opening of the 
trade, were pulled down, and all communication 
with the English ordered to be cut olf 

Another letter says, «all the factories in Canton 
are occupied by aur troops. The Chinese villagers 
render every assistance in their power to the steamer 
Menesis, in removing stakes and other obstructions 
to the river, between Macao and Cauton. Hur, 
April 20. 

Public notice. Notice is hereby given that British 
and foreign vessels have permission to proceed to 
Whampoa, all consequences arising from the possiblo 
and sudden resumption of hostilities of course re- 
maining at the risk ef the partics, 


J. J. GORDON BREMER. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
PROPOSED BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
The following is the repart of the select commil- 
tee of the senate on the currency, &c. of which 
Mr. Clay, of Kentneky, is ehairinan, as read by 
him in the senate on Monday. 


The committee to which was referred so much of 

the president's message as relates fo a uniform cur- 
rency, and a suitable fiscal agent capable of adding 
increased facilities in the collection, and disburse- 
ment, and security of the public revenue, lave had 
the same under consideration, aud beg leave to 1e- 
vort: 
l That, after the most attentive and anxious consi- 
deratien of the state of the cnrrency, and the finan- 
ces of the government, in all their interesting 
and important beating, the committee have ar- 
rived at the same conclusion with {he secretary of 
the treasury, that a sound and jnst policy requires 
the establishment of a bank of the United States 
with as little delay as practicable. 

The committee have niether time nor inelination 
to enter info a discussion of the question of the 
power of congress, under the constitution of the 
United States, to establish a national bank. After 
all that has been said and written on that question 
during the long period of half a century, nothing 
remains to be added that would be likely to shed 
much new light upon it, It ouzht, in the opinion 
ot the committee, ta be regarded as a settled ques- 
tion—settled by the approbation and judgment of 
the people, by the authority of (he legislature, hy 
the sanction of the executive departinent of the 
gavernment, and by the solemn adjudication of the 
judiciary. 1f it be not regarded as a decided ques- 
tion, when, in the collisions and conflicts among 
men, arising out of diversity of opinion and judg- 
ment, is a coutroverted matter to be considered zs 
terminated and quieted? 

Nor do the committee deem it necessary lo dis- 
cuss the question of the expediency of establishing 
such an institution as a bank of the United States. 
On this there is even less contrarie!y of opmion 
than on the former question, On beth, it is the de- 
liberate conviction of the committee thal a vast 
majority of the people ef the United States conent; 
and that (hey are now looking, with anxious salici- 
tude, to the deliberations of congress, uuder the 
confident hope that a bank of the United States 
will be established at the present extraordinary ses- 
sion of congress. 

Passing by, therefore, those two questions as be- 
ing unneecssary to be further argued, and assum- 
ing, what the committee verily beiieve, that a na- 
tional bank is indispensably necessary, they will 
proceed, at once, to the particular form, powers and 
faculties with which it may be expedient to invest 
such an institution. Aud bere the committee have 
no hesitation in saying that, confiding in the expe- 
rience of forty years, during which the nation has 
enjoyed the benefit of a national bank, and during 
the greater part of which it has realized every rea- 
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souable hope and expeetation in the operations of 
such an institution, they eame to the conclusion that 
it wonld be wisest to dismiss all experiments, and to 
eling to experience and assume the last charter 
granted by congress as tlie basis of a new bank, en- 
graiting upon it such restrictions, guaranties, amend- 
ineuts and eonilitions, as have been found neeessary 
by actual experience. 

The secretary of the treasury came fo a similar 
'conelusion; and in his report, aud the draught of a 
bill which accompanies it, he has taken as his mo- 
del the eharler granted by congress in 1816. On 
that he has suggested a great many valuable im- 
provements, most of which the eommittee have in- 
eorporated in the draught of a bill whieh they now 
report to the senate. On this draught they wish to 
offer to the seaate some brief explanations and oh- 
servations, 

The eommittee have adopted Washington eity, 
proposed by the seeretary of the treasury, as the 
place of location ot the principal bank. They be- 
lieve the place of its location is a subordinate ques- 
tion; but there are many advantages from the prox- 
imity of the bank to the government. The distri- 
bution of the capital of the bank among the several 
commercial cities, in proportion to their respective 
wants and magnitace, is what they naturally desire, 
and what will doubtless be done. Bat to guard 
against the exercise of any undue government or 
official influence, or the imputation of any unwor- 
thy transactions, the committee have thought it ex- 
pedient to deprive the pareat bank of all power to 
make any discounts or loans whatever, except loans 
to government, authorised by express law. In or- 
der to ensure the command ol the best finaneial 
abilities of the eountry, the bill provides that the 
direetors of the parent board, which is to consist of 
nine inembers, shall be paid for theis services by 
the corporation, and all compensation to the direc- 
tors, in the usual forin of bank accomtnodations, ts 
utterly prolibited. 

"Thus, the directors of the bank at Washington 
will become a board of control, superiutending the 
branehes, supptying them with a eurreney, and 
banking exelusively through the agency of their 
offices of discount and deposite. 

The eapital of the bank, proposed by the seereta- 
ry, is retained; but a power 1s reserved to eougress 
to augment it by the addition of twenty millions, 
making the aggregate amount ultimately fifty mil- 
lions ot dollars, if that should be found to be neces- 
sary. 

To guard against undue expansion of the curren- 
cy by the operatious of the bank, various restrie- 
tions and seeurities are. introduced. 

1. The dividends are limited to seven per eent. 
per anonin;and, after aceuinulating a reserved fund 
of two millions of dollars, ta eover losses and eon- 
tiuzencies, the excess beyond that seven per cent. 
is to be paid into the publie treasury. And, what- 
ever excess reinains at the end of the charter, be- 
yond the reiiaburseinent to the stoekholders of the 
eapital stoek, is also to be paid into the treasury.— 
Ifthe dividends fall below seven per cent. during 
any year of the charter, tlie deficiency is to be made 
good out of the surpluses previously paid into the 
treasury. ‘The effect of this provision is, to make 
a permaacat and invariable seven per eent. bank 
stoelk, assuming that the adininistration of the bank 
is eondueted with integrity and ability. 

2. The debts due to the bank are required not to 
exeeed the amount of the capital stock actually 
paid in, and 75 per eent. thereon, whieh is a greater 
1estrietion thaa usual. 

The total amount of delits whieli the bank is an- 
thorised to eontraet, over and above the deposites, 
js not to exceed twenty-five millions of dollars, 
whieh is also a. greater restriction than was plaeed 
upon the late Bank of the United States, 

8. The publicity whieh is required of the gene- 
ral condition of the bank, and the full and complete 
exposure to committees of eongress, and to the se- 
cretary of the treasury, which 1s amply secured, ot 
all the books and trausactions of the bank, inelud- 
ing private accounts. B 

4. The prohibition of the renewal of any loan; 
thas putting an end to all uii re accomodation pa- 
per, as far as practicable, and eonfining the bank 
to fair business transactions. 

And 5. The bank is prohibited from making any 
further discounts or loans whenever ifs notes in eir- 
culation exceed three tines theamount of speeie in 
iis vaults. 

To protect the community and the stoekholdets 
against misinanagement of the bank, several provi- 
sions have been inserted, whieh if is hoped inay b 
effectual, 

1. No paid officer of the bank is to reeeive loaus 
or accommodations in any form whatever. 

2. Securities are provided azainst abusive use of 
proxies, sucli as that no officer of the bank ean be 


a proxy; Do proxy ean give more than 300 votes; 
| Bo proxy to be good which is of longer standing than 
ninety days, &c. 

3. A prohibition against tlie eorporation's traus- 
acting any other than lezitunate banking business; 
exeluding all dealing in stocks, and all commercial 
operations. 

4. A requisitioo that a majority ofthe whole nmn- 
ber of the board of directors shall be necessary to 
transact the business ef the eorporation. 

9. Ample power to make the most thoroagh ex- 
amination into the condition and proceedings of the 
bank, down to tlie accouots ef individuals, by tə- 
tally removing írom the secretary of the treasnry 
and committees of eougress the vetl of seerecy. 

And 6. By denouneing and puoishiug as felony 
the crime of eabezzlemeut of the funds of the bank 
when perpetrated by any of its officers, agents or 
servants, 

Concurring entircly in the sentiment expressed 
by the secretary of the treasury, that many wise 
and patriotic statesmen, Whose opinions are entitled 
to eousideration and respect, have questioned the 
power of congress to establish a national bank; and 
that it is desirable, as far as possible, to obviate ob- 
jections and reeoncile opinions, the committee have 
| attentively aad earnestly examined the provision, 
incorporated in the draught of the bill of the secre- 
tary, in regard to the branehiug power ot the bank, 
and they would have been bappy it they could have 
reconciled it to their sense of doty to adopt it. But, 
alter the fullest consideration, they have been una- 
bie to arrive at that result. 

It was not without some hesitation that the com- 
mittee agreed to the location of the bank in the 
District of Columbia. This they did because they 
believed that the utility of the bank did not so much 
depend upon the place of its location as upon the 
capital, faculties, and powers which should be gi- 
ven to it. But to isolate it in this District, without 
giving it any other branching power than sneh as 
it might derive froue the consent of particular states, 
would be to create an enormous District bank, de- 
void of effeetive national character. Such a bank 
wonbld be a bank only of the District of Columbia, 
and its offiees of diseoant and deposite would be uo- 
thing more than banks of the states whieh might 
allow them to be planted within their respective li- 
mits. For all national purposes congress might as 
well recharter one of the existing Distiiet. barks, 
enlarge its eapital,and give it authority to estab- 
lish offices of discount aud deposite in auy state that 
would perinit it to be done. 

The eommittee believe that the capital of a bank 
so eonsltituted would never be taken; and, that, if 
taken, the institution would be wholly uuable to 
aecomplish tbe great aud salutary purposes for which 
it is desired and should be desizued. 

But the question of establishing a bank thus to be 
restricted and eireumseribed tuvolves higher and 
graver eoosiderations than those of mere expediency. 
‘The general government has or has not the power to 
establish a national bank. Il it las tne power, it 
derives finn it the existing grants in the constitu- 
tion of the Uuited States. The cominittee believe 
it has the power and ought to exercise it. But after 
a contest durinz the last ten or twelve years in re- 
speet to the eonstitutional power of eongress, which 
has been marked by so much animation and bitter- 
ness, a forbearance to exereise the power would be 
a virtual surrender of the power. If a bank were to 
be ereated, whose operations within the limits of the 
states were dependent not upou the wiil of eongress, 
but upon the will of each state, separately asnoune- 
ed, the creation of such a bank world add another 
to the list of disastrous experiments, and would be 
tantamount to a reliaqnishmeut of the national pow- 
er, and it could never be resumed, ] 

The power of the lederal government is only to 
be found in the granis. of the eonstilution, TE they 
are inadequate to the fulfilment of the great pur- 
poses of its establishment, they ean only be inereas- 
ed in the mode of amendtoent which the instrument 
itself has preseribed They eanuot be augmented by 
the giants or consent of. any state or states short of 
the number of two thirds, whose coneatrenee is ne- 
cessary fo give valiily to an amendment. A dw- 
rivation of power to the general governinent [roia 
the eonsent of particular states would be ansound in 
prineiple, and the committee apprelieid dangerous 
in practice. Adinitg&uch consent to be a legitiinate 
source of power,dhe govern nt would not operate 
equally in all the sfates, and the constitution, losing 


TtsTamlorm character, would exlibit ap irregular aud 
ineongruousction. f 

- Entertain these deliberate views, the eounnit- 
tee are decidedly of opinion tit no bill for the es- 
tablishment of a bank in the Distriet of Columbia, 
wall be effectual whieh does uot eonlain. a clear re- 
eognition of the constitutional power of congress to 


establish branches wherever, in the United States, tan alternative. 


the public wants, in its judgment, require them.— 
They cannot consent that a bank, emanating from 
the will of the nation, and imperatively demanded 
hy the necessities of the government ard of the na- 
tion, shall be wholly dependeot for its uselul opera- 
tion upon the will oi each and every state, distinctly 
expressed, 

Accordingly, in the draught of a bill now report- 
ed, the right is asserted to exercise the branching 
power ot the bank, independent of the assent of the 
states. The eoiniaittee dare not allow themselves 
to believe that the bill is tree from all defects, but 
they do hope that these, in a spirit ot liberality, will 
be corrected by the superior wisdom of ‘the senate 
and of the house, aud that the present session will 
be signalized by the establishment of a national in- 
stitution, whieh has become a desideratum to the 
geneial prosperity. 

The advantages which will flow from such an in- 
stitution in both our domestic and foreign relations, 
are manifest and incontestable. 

It will give the people a sound curreney of uni- 
form value throughout the union, which is just as 
necessary to the successful operation of all branches 
of business, as pure air or water is to the preserva- 
tion of huinan dife or health, 

It will revive and extend eommereial intercourse, 
which, for the want of a common medium, has heen 
almost suspended between different parts of tlie 
union. 

It will reduce domestice exchange from the enor- 
mous preminins and discounts now frequently paid, 
to the moderate staodard growing out of the mero 
cost aud insuranee on the risk of transporting specie 
irom one to another part of the anion. 

It will, eonsequently, save hundreds of thousands 
of dollars, now annuaily lost, in transaetions of ex- 
change. 

It will essentially benefit the manufaeturing in- 
terest by enabliug it to realize sales and the pro- 
eeeds o] sales. 

It will powerfully contribute to the resumption of 
specie payments by the banks, whose existing de- 
linquency is the greatest source of all prevailing pe- 
cuntary and financial embarrassments. 

It will greatiy tend to prevent aad eorreet the ex- 
eesses and abuses of the local banks. 

It will furnish à inectom eommon to all parts of 
the union, for the payment of debts and dues to the 
government; thus rendering duties and taxes uniform 
in Jaet as well as iu name. 

It is indispensable to the eonvenient and sueeess- 
ful financial operations of the goversment ia all the 
departments of collection, safe keeping and disburse- 
ments of the public revenue. 

Such are some of the dumestie benefits which the 
eomtoittee fully believe will be seetnred by a na- 
tional bank. Those which appertain fo our fo- 
reigh relations we also worthy ef serious couside- 
ration, 

lt it be true that money is power, ifs eoneentra- 
tion under the direction of one will, sole or collee- 
tive, mus! auginent the power. A nation, without 
such aeoncentration of power, maintaining exten- 
sive cominereial intereourse with another nation pos- 
sessing it, nust eonduet that intercourse on a eon- 
dition of inequality and disadvantage. National 
banks, ip other countries, beget the necessity, there- 
fire, of a ational bank in this eountry, in like 
inauner as national governtoents in foreign nations 
must be met hy a national government in ours. 

Accordingly, we have seen the influenee exerted 
by the Baak of England upon American interests, 
when those interests were exposed to the action of 
(hat bank, and were left without the protection of a 
bank of the United States. The committee do not 
wish to be understood as intending to express any 
approbaties of tne commercial operations in whieh 
the Pennsylvania bank, assaining the name of the 
Bank of the Umted States, engaged, when that state 
of things arose. 

But they do mean to say that the interests and 
dignity of the United States deinand that they should 
uot be exposed, beyond the necessary and legiti- 
mate influence of mouetary and xorninercial opera- 
lions, to the aefion of a foreiza bankiag institution. 
They belicve that, without a competent bank of the 
United States, foreign national banks may and pre- 
bably will exereise an nodue and possibly permei- 
ous itifluenee upon our interests. 

In this view of tbe ease, the question is, whether 
it is beiter that we should be lelt liable to be mate- 
rially affected by a foreign iustitution, in whiell we 
lave no interest, over which we can exeit no eon- 
tinl, whieh is adininistered solely iu relerence to 
foreign interests, or we shall have an American 
bank, the creature of our will, subject to Ameriean 
authority, and animated by American interests, 
feelings and sympathies? , R . 

The corituiltee could not entertain a doubt ia such 
And, in reference to the foreign as- 
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pect of the bank, the committee thought it expeci- | 
ent to allow it to deal in foreign bill of exchange, 
which are the barometer of the state ol our foreign 
trade. 

Iu conclusion, the committee think it proper to 
say that they have given due consideration to the 


various memortals referred to them, and to the in- 
struetions moved by a senator from Mississippi. 
The subjcin that wherever, in this report, the 
committee is mentioned, a majority of the commit- 
tee is to be understood. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 


[For Niles Nat 
Unrrep STATES census. The following table e 


ional Register. ] 
xhibits the census of 1830 and 1840, of the 13 non- 


slave states, with that of the 13 slave states—and inctease—also, the electoral vote, with the rate per 
the number of free colored people and increasc— | 


cent.—also, the number of slaves and increase, with 
with a reeapitulation. 


Í = United States census. |. 2$ Slaves. 8 $ Free 
STATES. E FARS ee 2 pe El 
=} 1530. | 1540. |fuerease.| 2 2| 5 2 1930. | 1540. | Eg |1830.| 1840.| Š 
"| ATST as ^A 
! Maine 10| 399,462| 5017,796| 102.334| 333) 25; IT| 1353 
9 N.Hampshire| 7| 269.533) 14,945] 10 |. 5: l 602 529 
3 Vermont T| 230,679 11,169, 19 | 4 602 718 
4 Massachusetts| 14} 610,014) 127,451] 163] 21 $5,017) 8,534 
5 Rhode Island 4| 97,210 11,627| 17 | 2 14 3.564| 3.23% 
6 Connectieut 5| 297,711 12,312) 8 4 23 11 8,047) 8,11] 
7 New York 421,913,505): 519 327| 395) 272 46 3 44,869] 50.26] 
8 New Jersey 8| 320,779 51,573, 144) 16 2,246 654) 18,303} 20,970 
9 Pennsylvania | 30 1,217.672/1. 352,858] 235] 26 356 31 31,950| 50,571 
10 Ohio 2 578.016| 16 | 61S 9.657| 17,101 
1} Indiana 633,314) 341,7321133 |100 3,629| 7,018 
J2 Illinois 5| 486,178) 329,5 85 203: 746 154 1,637 420 
13 Michigan 3| 91260 211,705| 150,145/250 |577 261| 793 
165/7,001,664/9,637,057 2,632,423 138,339|169,528 31,159 
1 Delaware 3| (76,748) 78,120 1372 5 E 3,305 2,613 16,926 
2 Maryland 10) 417,040| 467,564| 20,5297) 9,| 45| 102,574| 89,719) 61,935 
3 Virginia 23/]1,211,105,1,231,441| 20,037) 135) 14) 469,724) 447,207) ,348| 49,425 
4 North Carolinal 15) 737,987) 753,110]  15,123| 134] 2 | 246,462| 246 18s 3: 22,752 
5 Snuth Carolina| 11; 531.155| 594.439) 13,254| 15i) 91! 315,665| 327,158 E» 8,279 
6 Georgia 11| 516.823} 615,160) 101,342) 513| 192) 21770) 253,508) 36,035) 2456, 2,335 
7 Alabama 7| 309,527) 479.414] 169,917 142°] 85 | 117.294] 138,664} 71,370) 1,572] 1,835 
5 Mississippi 4| 156,621) 376.099 929,474 SI i| 65,659) 195.165|130,106 519| 1.9567 
9 Louisiana 5| 215,739) 249,634| 33.899) 404) 4) i 109,631} 115,292! 5,661) 16,710; 22,397 
10 Arkansas 3| 30338) 95612) 6595111332142| — 4.578| 15,969) 14,391! — 141 431 
11 ‘Yennessee 15| 631.904| 823,097, 141,163| 62 | 24 | 142,332) 188,165) 45,186, 4,555| 5.497 
12 Kentucky [5| 687,917| 777.319, 89,469) 22 | 13 | 165 350) 166,000 650| 4.917) 6,000 
13 Missouri | 140,045} 863,761) 223,)47 [11 1159 24,990)  55,540| 30,550) 261) 1,433 
126 5,773,729] 6,907,876)1,134, 147] 2,010,436/2, 295,68 11235,248 319, 467|368,946) 18,290 
294 49,479 
Recopitulotion. se 
1530. 1840. Increase. THE NAVY. 
Non-slave states — 7,001664 9.637.037 2,632.423| Board of examiners. The Philadelphia United 
Slave states 5,773,729 6,907,876 — 131,1 | States Gazette says. “the paval board forthe exami- 
nuum clase noan -na | nation of midshipmen of the date of 1835, conven- 
Total , 12,773,393 16,544,963 3,766,570 ed at the naval asylum on Monday. The hoard con- 
Add to 1840, Wiskonsan 30,692 36,692 | cist : 3 
A BOO 43:035 43,035 | Sists of commodore Biddle, Ballard, Conner and 
m W Florida 40,000 6'000 | Reid. Commodore Biddle acting as president and 
“ u District of Columbia 43,612 3,754 | commodare Ballard, Conner and Reid as the exami- 
Ms ——— —-— ners. There are at present about 25 or 30 midship- 
Making in all 16,702,302 3,850,051 | men awaiting their examination.” 
Slaves. P Commander James Armstrong has been appoiut- 
Total 2,010,436 — 2,295,684 — 255243 led to the command of the sloop of war Cyane now 
Free people af color. lying at Norfolk. 
Free state 135,339 169,528 31,159 
Slave states 131,128 199,418 15,290 
Ec TWENTY.SEVENTH CONGRESS. 
Total 319,467 363,946 49,479 FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. 


Mn. EniTon: The following lillle table exhibits 
at one view, the amount of buman beings in the U. 
States, with the increase; also the electoral vote. 
at the different periods, with a reeapitulation shew- 
ing distinctly the average yearly amount of popu- 
lation, with the increase, from 1790 to 1840, fifty 
years. lf you think it satisfactory to your numer- 
ous respectable readers it is at your disposal. 

Electoral 
vote differ- 
ent periods. 


Populatian difer- Increase differ- 


ae ent periods. ent periods, 


1790 3.929.827 

1800 5,305.927 1,376,100 139 
1810 7,289,314 1,983.387 176 
1820 9,633,131 2,348,817 216 
1830 12,856,407 3,215,276 261 
1810 16,702,302 3,850,051 294 


Increase in fifty years 12,776,621 
liecapitutation. 
Yearly average population. Yearly average inercasc. 
1,114,438 255,532 
W. MekRNIGITT. 
Pennsylvania, June, 1811 
THE ARMY, 

Major general Scott has returned to his residence 
al Elizabethtown, N. J. after an abscetice of up- 
wards of three months on duty 

Brig. gen. Armistead, U. S. A. has arrived in 
Washington from service in Florida. 

We regret to learn from him that siekness pre- 
vails toa great extent among the troops pow in 
Florida. [ Nal. Itel. 


June 9. 
cated a letter froin the treasurer ol the United States, 
containing a stateraentof the receipts and expen- 
ditures of the past oflice departinent for the year 
15.10. 

After the presentation. of memorials and. peti- 
tions, several resolutious were otfered by Messrs. 
Clay, Calhoun, Preston, Woodbury, Smith, of In- 
diana and Dizon, wiuch will appear iu their pro- 
gress. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the speeial order, being the bill for the repeal 
of Ihe sub-treasury law. This bill having had its 
third reading, the question was, “shall it pass?” 

Mr. IVoodbury said it had been bis misfortune to 
be in a minority when this bill was considered in 
committee. He had there stated at that time his 
ohjectious to its passage, nor had those objections 
bren since removed, but, on the contiary, greatly 
strengthened. As the hill went to ehange the en- 
fire system of collecting, keeping and disbursing 
the publie money, he felt himsel! bound to present 
to the senate those objections he had urged against 
iin the cammmitice. Tle was aware that much im- 
patience was felt by the majority, under remarks 
of this kiad, but he could not teel himself excused 
without presenting his views upon the proposed 
toeasure, Which, however, he shuuld do as briefly as 
possible. 

And in the first place he would remark that when 
the senate liad resolved to change the system which 
was in existence previous to the adoption of the 
sub-treasury law, they had nevertheless suffered 


The president of the senate communi- | 


| 


that system to continue in torce until a substitute 
lor it was matured and agreed upon,so that the 
treasury was not left during any interval without 
the control of law, nor was the bead of the depart- 
ment thrown upon his own discretion under the pro- 
visions of the law ot 1789. The senate at that time 
had deemed it expedient to deter the repeal of one 
systern of fiscal managemeut until a substitute was 
provided. 

Mr. W. could not see any sufficient reason for 
passing an act simply to repeal the sub-treasury 
law without inserting in the same act some provi- 
sion as a substitute lor it. This course had been 
pursued in 1836, and he could not perceive any suf- 
ficient reason why it should not be adopted in the 
present iustanee. The gentlemen themselves who 
urged the present uill had adopted this course at that 
time, and Mr. W. now invited thein to eite asingle 
precedent were a gieat system ol fiscal operations 
had been abolished without either providing a 
substitute beforehand or inserting sucli provision 
in the act of abolition itself. This had been done 
on two tormer occasions, except in reference to the 
eharter ol the seeond Bank of the United States, 
and even then an express clause had been iuserted, 
directing that the public funds should be transferred 
to the bank, aud that, until this was done, they 
should remain under the eoutrol of the system then 
in force. But here the bill provided tor the isolated 
measure of repeal, without making the least pro- 
vision iu refereuce toa substitute to be adopted. 
The effect of this would be to throw back the 
treasury on sucli resources as it could obtain by 
construction of previous laws. We had had an in- 
finite deal of that within the last lew years. lt was 
said, indeed, that this state of things would in all 
probability endure but tora very short time; but 
heinsisted that it ought not to be suffered to exist 
fora day or for an hour. No high ollicer of the ga- 
verninent, not the executive himself, should be al- 
lowed to control liie public funds according to his 
own discretion or any doubtlul or constrained in- 
terpietation of obsolete laws. There was no great 
public emergency at this time to require a dietator- 
ship, with an absolute power over the public funds. 
Why, then, insist upon a measure like thie? Why 
not defer the act of repeal until the substitute 
should be agreed upon? Why leave the whole 
treasnre of the country at the discretion of the ex- 
ecutive, under old laws, which were held to be re- 
vived by construction? The bill beiore the senate 
did not declare what law would be revived hy its 
operation. Tts whole elfect was to pull down the 
edifice now existing, without placing bv its side 
even a log cabin or a shantee, leaving the inmates 
to seek shelter and security as they might. There 
was ho crises which required this urgent haste. It 
would he just as easy to defer the final repeal till pro- 
per provision had been made to meet it, and thus 
avoid all those difficulties which must now accompa- 
ny the measure. lt was no answer for gentlemen to 
say that they intended to provide some other mea- 
suré in a short time. Ile had no doubt they were 
sineere in that intention, but they might avoid the 
difficulty altogether. Let lim tell gentlemen that 
the seuate had recently had an example of this in- 
tention to postpone aetion only lor a short time, 
and went to shew how easily that short time 
caine to be extended. When this senate Lad been 
organized on the 4th of March, the gentlemen now 
in the inajorily had insisted that it was necessary, 
in order to a proper organization of the body to re- 
move the former printers froin office. Aud why? 
Because they intended, in a very short tine, to ap- 
point somebody to supply their place. Who at that 
time so mueh as dreamed that the body would re- 
main to this day without a printer, and thrown 
upon the absolute discretion of its president and 
secretary to employ auy body they pieased, and at 
any prices they chose to give, to execute the print- 
ing of the body? The arguments of gentlemen 
looked very well: they did hut remove the printer 
for a short time; a substitute was iimtnediately to 
he provided, yet three or tour mouths had elapsed, 
aud there was no prnter yet. "his act, which 
gentlemen held to be indispensable to the organiza- 
bonot the body, had uot been performed to this day, 
and the printing was done through agents whom 
the officers of the senate chose, and not the senate, 
and at prices whieh the officers fixed, and not the 
members of this body. dust so it wight he after 
destroying the independent treasury. The coun- 
try might be leit three or four months, possibly for 
as many years, without the adoption ol any measure 
as a substitute for it; and in the meanwhile the pub- 
lic money wanld be lelt under a more unlimited dis- 
cretion than the public printing was left now. 

After presenting these remarks, in opposition to 
time proposed for the work of abolition, Mr. W. 
asked the attention of gentlemen to the snbstance 
of the measure itself. They came here todo a 
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gieat public act on belialf of seventeen millions of 
people and twenty-six states of this unioun. Ought 
they to do this without duly eonsulering. what was 
the duty required of thein? Aud what must be the 


effeetof their act, whether that ellect were tempo- | 


rary or permanent? Without this, they could not 
act discreetly 1n. abolishing an important. existing 
System. Mr. W. would readily admit, as some 
gentlemen had sugzested, that there had been mueh 
talk against the s;b-treasury and some arguments, 
but no experience. Lt had been greatly abused and 
grossly misrepresented, but he was not prepared to 
admit that there had been any verdict of the people 
against it. Was the repeal af the continuance of 
this law the only issue iade before the people at! 
the late election? Was the result of that election | 
a verdict on that issue alone? "lle senator froin 
Kentucky had said that they had come here dor 
judgment—to carry into. execution. the verdiet of 
the American people; but he would ask that sena- 
tor whether the result of that election was to be | 
held us a decision by the people on all the questions | 
which had been discussed betore them? Liso, how | 
did it happen that they were sitting there in that 
splendid hall, lighted by the magnificent and eostly 
candelabra now belore them? [lad it not been de- 
ended that there should be no extra session wilh all) 
its unavoidable expenditure? That gentlemen musi 
not eat out of gold spoons, but must use born? That | 
they must uot mdulge theuiselves im the luxury of | 


= == —— 


next place, if was a system independent in its ope- 
rations: the name of “independent treasury,” given 
to it by its frends, was not a mere word or empty 
sound. 


dui not depend either upon states or individuals to 
make it effective. All other systeros were essen- 
tially dependent in their eharacter; they were eon- 
ducted by officers who were appointed by bank 
stockholders and the act of private individuals. 
Another great excellence of the independent trea- 
sury systein was, that it was perfeetly safe. There 
was one remark in the report submitted by the pre- 
sent secretary of the treasury which had struck 
Mr. W’s attention. The secretary talked about the 


previous to its adoption. T'he secretary eould not 
show the loss of a single doilar under this much 
abused systeui of condueting the fiscal. concerns of 
governinent. 

(Mr. Clay here said, speaking across, “the ac- 
counts have not been settled yet.”] 

Mr. W. repeated the assertion that there was no 
evidence of the loss of one dollar by the sub-trea- 
sary. [n eontrast to whieh statement he pointed 
gentlemen to the general wreek which had attend- 
ed the employment of banks. There were losses 


cbampague, but must drink only hard cider? Did 
not the verdict ol the people cover all tha? It was 
eazy lor gentlemen to talk about issnes being de- 
cided by eleetions, but lie asked, what bud been 
the issue in 1529, and what bad been the verdict 
given then? 

The sena'or had had some experience in such 
matters. Did he believe that the people hat passed 
a verdiet on all the questions which had been moot- | 
ed during that election? No; nor did Mr. W. They 
had different questions argued then: they bad had 
the question about soa water furnished at publie 
expeuse, about billard table paid Jor out of the pub- 
he money, and other grave issues of the hke eha- 
raeter. Did the senator hold that the people had 
delivered their verdict on all these important points? 
Why cut out the suh-treasury from all the other 
snbjects agitated at the late election, and say that the 
verdict of the people had been given on that issue? 
But, admitting that it had, sume of the gentlemen 
held the dactiine that they were not bound even 
by express wiitteu instructions from then owu eon- 
stituents. Mueh less, then, were they bound by a 
verdict given on five hundred issues, given at 
eross roads, given at grog-shops aud on the bust- 
ings. There was nothing im this arguinent. It 
answered very well to talk about tor political effect; 
but the people decided no issues but such as they 
put on record. The issue they decided was, that | 
they elected this inan as their chief magistrale, and 
not that man, That was an issue by which all were 
bound, aud which all must respect. But the evi- 
dence went no further. For that reason it was that 
he addressed arguments to gentlemen, and entreat- 
ed them not to throw themselves on imuginary or 
nuceitaim issues. Ile asked them what they were 
abolishing? What were their reasons lor abolishing 
it, and what were the facts of the case? The sys- 
tem whieh it was now proposed to destroy was one 
which had been matured with great caution, alter 
prolonged consideration and much debate. Was it 
because it was asystein which did not comport with 
the supposed eivilization aud refinement of inodern 
times? Beeause it was uot masked with all the 
graces and beauties ot the credit system, and was 
not ornamented with all those classie figures 
which eame with so mucti graee iron the Philadel- 
plua Bank of the United States and the bank of Gal- 
hipolis? 

He adinitted that the systeto was somewhat anti- 
quated; it had been tried for two or thee centuries 
in olher counties, and was at this time in foll iorce 
in inany pasts of the eivilized world. 1t eould not, 
indeed, boats of all the modern polish and trimming 
and flourish, but it Was a system whieh bad been 
tried, antt had worked well. Some other refine- 
ments bad also heen tried, and they had not worked | 
well. Let gentlemen look around them—let them | 
see the genejal erash wineh had prostrated so many 
of our moneyed iustitutions. This was the eflect 
of the much adinired and beautiful credit system, 
and not of the system of 1840—a systein much abus- 
ed, but one whieh had worked well wherever it had 
been tried, and would work well again whenever the 
trial should be repeated. 

Gentlemen were, besides, abolishing a system 
which they knew to be constitutional: tie eonstitu- 
tionality of the sub-treasury law none denied or 
pretended to dispute. Was this no exeellence? 
This system had been the first offspring of the eon- 
stitnuions it existed iu its essence in 1789. Tu the 


| suelh a thing, they would be convicted of embez- 


growing out of the species of eurreney employed, 
but such losses were effectually prevented by the 
sub-treasury system, which, when perfeeted, went 
to provide a currency subject to mo depreciation. 
What would have been the loss suffered by govern- 
ment had it employed the currency of the present 
Bank of Pennsylvania? There was adinitted loss 
ol four or five millions froin the depreciation of bank 
paper. A committee of the other house had esti- 
mated the total loss to government trom the employ- | 
ment of banks at thirty-two iniliions. Again, the 
system now to be destroyed was one eminently free 
froin executive inlluenee. 

[A laugh on one side of the senate.] 

Mr. W. sau. that he was well aware that the 
gentlemen on the other side insisted that the sub- 
treasury system was subjected to executive influ- 
ence in a greater degree than any other. But let 
them eome down to facts. Could tbe executive 
put his bands into the vaults of the sub-treasury | 
and take out a single dollar without subjecting hiin- 
self to be sent to the penitentiary? Would he not 
he indicted as a robber? Nut a doilar could be 
drawn out but by warrants and drafts. Neither the 
president nor his secretary of the treasury could 
take from its eustody enough. to buy a pen, nor 
eonld they lvan out the public money tor purposes 
ot speculation or gambling, If they attempted 


zlemeut and sent to prison, Was this the case nu- | 
der the bank system? Could not the exeeutive, or 
the secretary, in. person, or through their friends, 
be aceommodated with loans by the Bank of the 
United States or by the pet banks? Had not the 
public woney been leat in thousands and hundreds 
of thousands to hiends of the banks, both out of 
congress and in congress? But when had a dollar 
of the public movey been loaned under the sub- 
treasury? The thing could not be done without 
burglary and theft. And yet, strange to tel, the 
community seemed impressed with the idea that 
under that much abused system the president and 
the secretary of the treasury conld take and use for 
their own purposes Just as much of the public 
money as they pleased. 

Now, as to the executive influence over the 
keepers of the public money (for that was the unly, | 
possible way in which the money could be reach- 
ed), did not the president scleet the pet banks? 
Did not the seeretary do the same? Was there any 
check on the executive discretion? Did not the 
bank direetors elect their own eashier and presi- 
deut? Had either house of congress any control 
over that matter? But how was it under the sub- 
treasury? Did the president svleet the receivers 
general or the treasurers of the mints? No more 
than he could select his own successor, or appolut 
a loreign minister without the consent of the se- 
nate. Executive influence was limited, not ex- 
tended, by that system; it brought the publie mo- 
ney under the control of congress. 1t gave to the 
executive no new powers, for tlie power of remov- 
al existed belure asit did now, but now it was re- 
| strained, whereas, under the bank system, it was 


| 


insecurity of the sub-treasury, bot, instead ol snp- | and incorporated it in his own bill. 
porting this position by a statement of what sums | provided no stimulus for over-trading. 
bad been lost under that system, the report went | contrary, ils effect was ta subdue and quench that 
back twelve years to losses which had happened | destructive fire which had consumed the prosperi- 


jin banks issuing notes under five dollars. 


| not in the systein itselt, 


not. Mr. W. would not now go into the doctrine 
of removal, nor would he show bow that power 
had been exeicised since the dth of Mareh, 1540. 
| He believed the keepers of the public money had 
been no freer Irom removal than before that time. 
What had become ot the receivers general at N. 
Yoik? at Boston? Charleston? They had been dis- 


approved, and others bad been appointed in their 
place, Ht had been urged that the executive could 
contiol these reeeivers through the power of re- 


The system was independeut, because it | moval, yet it did so happen that none of them had 
carried on its operations. by the force of law, and | been so removed until. Mareh, 1541. 


So much for 
the argument on executive influence. 

But the sub-treasory system had yet one other 
and infinitely greater excellence. It did not sti. 
innlate the spirit of wild and reckless speeulation 
by loaning out the public money. All such loans 
were, by that law, strictly prohibited and declared 
to be lelony, and it was an acknowledgment and 
homage paid by the senator Irom Kentucky to the 
exeelleuce of that law, that, bent as he was on de- 
stroying the system, he retained this feature of it, 
That system 
On the 


ty of the eonntry. [t kept the public treasure 
where it eonld he had when it waa wanted. Every 
reeeiver general, every treasurer of a mint, mast 
be ready to hand over every dollar of the funds in 
his hands on its demand by government. But was 
this the case under the bank? Far from it. When 
the money was most wanted by the government it 
was most wanted by the banks also. But Mr. W. 
would not protract these remarks; be could not, for 
his life, see any thing in the syster itself to justify 
or excuse this hasty and precipitate effort to get 
rid of it at a blow. 

But, in the next place, he was compelled to loak 
at what must succeed tliis system when it was de- 
stroyed, whether it was to succeed temporarily or 
permaneutly. What would suceeed it temporarily? 
Nothing was provided in the bill itself, but it was 


| held under a sound general principle of law that, 


when an aet repealing a previous law was itself re- 
pealed, the previous law revived ipso facto. Now, 
if the sub-treasüry was destroyed, what law would 
be revived by its repeal? He would tell gentle. 
men. We were to have the aet of 1836, with all 
its ackuowledged ünpeilections in its train. Would 
this be a better system? Wise men did not pull 


|dowu oue thing to substitute another, unless that 


other were a better. The act of 1836 was not 
without some excellencies. It contained a provi- 
sion which restiained the secretary irom removing 
the depogites from a bank where they had been 
placed, provided that bank continued to redeem its 
notes in specie; it also forbade the deposiling of 
the public money in noa-specie-puying banks, and 
Soar 
approved of the pet bank system in tbe abstract, 
because it was a systein which could be regulated 
by law. When president Jackson had been loreed 
to remove the publie deposites from their former 
depository, and there existed no regulated system 
for the sale- keeping of thei, he had implored eon- 
giess to pass a law lor that purpose, and they pass- 
ed the law of 1836, which had these exeellences. 


! But they were countervailed by defects which 


broke it down in twelve months, and it was now a 
dead letter... Que gentleman fad suggested that it 
was destroyed by faults in its administration, and 
This suggestion had been 
made belure. Mr. W. would not say whether this 
were the case or not, but he saw ample canse for 
its failure without this. It provided that the twelve 
or thuteen inillions of dollars which had been de- 
posited insale banks should be taken out of them 
and divided among seventy or eighty others for no 
other purpose than to give eaeh of them the bene- 
fit of its possession. A bank was to be seleeted in 
every state, and the eret was general stimulation 
of the community to every form of speculation and 
gambling. The banks were required to pay inte- 
rest lor the money, at least for all they held over a 
given proportion, and they consented to pay the 
money obviously because they expected to loan at 
out. Was not this in itself suificient to break 
down any set of banks in the world? Could such 
an operation be accomplished without infinite dis- 
tress? To torce twelve or thirteen ipillions of dol- 
lars out of the channels of trade, and to put it in 
entirely different depositories, was an operation 
which Mr. W. 1usisted to be the trne cause of the 
eoininereial ruin which followed. That alone was 
suffieient to aeconnt lor it; butif on the back of 
this, there was superadded the requirement to eol- 
leet within nine months 36 millions more, and pay 
it over to thestates, was it any wouder that tlie 
most ruinous consequences should follow? No dis- 
cretion was left to the secretary; the time was fix- 
ed by law, aud, should lie fail to obey, be was lia- 
ble to be impeached, and was actually threatened 
with iinpeaeliiment. This he had actually done. He 
had colleeted nine millions, and deposited it with 
the states in specie, or in specie worth, and it was 
euphatically said at the time that every instalment 
in the payment of this money was a new turn of 
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the screw. The pressure rose from rheumatisin to 
gout, and from gout to convulsion, All this suf- 
fering had been attributed to the executive and to 
the treasury department, as though it were their 
wrong, when, it fact, they had but eariied. out the 
law of congress. Then came, in addition to all the 
rest, an vnexampled recoil from abroad, preduced 
by the course of the Bank of England. American 
credit was suddenly cut off by millions at a blow. 
Yet all this, too, was charged upon the treasury. 
And here he would relate an amusing anecdote. 1n 
compliance with the requisitions of the law, depo- 
sites of specie were made in Nurth Carolina, which 
carried it out of the usual course of tade. The 
order to transfer the funds was given in advance, 
payable in North Carolina. ‘This was strenuously 
objected to, and the secretary was asked why lie 
did not make the order payable in New York? The 
secretary was acquainted wilb the operations of 
trade, and knew that the order eonld better be met 
in North Carolina than in New York, because New 
York was then drained of specie. But the holders 
came to him and insisted that um drafts should be 
made payablein New York. He did so, and the 
holders immediately went to New York and de- 
manded the specie, and found themselves so much 
embarrassed that there was not a man of them that 
was not glad to part with his draft after he had got 
it. Itremninded Mr. W. of tlie Irishman who was 
ordered to be flogged, and when he was flogged 
low down wanted to be flogged higher up; put 
when flogged higher up, wanted to be flogged low- 
erdown. Mr. W. had been determined to execute 
the law, cost what it would, and let those who 
made it be answerable to posterity, that just tribu- 
nal whose judgments, though often slow, were 
ever according to equity, As might naturally have 
been expected, the newly made deposite hanks, 
flushed with the possession of their twelve ar thir- 
teen millions of dollars, speedily disgorged this 
treasure upon the community, for they had been 
obliged to pay interest for it, and were glad to loan 
jt out as soon as possible. The consequence of 
this had been that the land sales which usually 
realized trom two to three millions of dollars were 
swelled to twenty-four millions ina single year. 
The banks which had loaned their money to indi- 
viduals instead of to the government, when called 
upon by government to pay, could not collect it in, 
and the natural consequence was that they all went 
io wreck—suspension was inevitable, But these 
lamentable consequences were not to be charged to 
the administration of the pet bank systern, but to 
the provisions of the law itself. And were gentle- 
men called upon now to revive such a system as 
this? Must the secretary of the treasury scatter 
ihe public money among eighty banks and revive 
again the scenes of 1836? It could not be done. 
The country then, though nominally thrown back 
on the law of 1536, would in fact and in truth be 
cast on the unlimited discretion of the treasury 
department; for the law having been rendered im- 
practicable by the change of times, the department 
1nust necessarily be thrown buck on the laws in 
force before this was enacted. Mr, W, would nn- 
dertake to say that there could not now be five 
banks found in the whole United States such as 
that act required deposite banks to be; and the act 
itself declared that in that case the treasury inust 
revert to the previous laws, and those previous 
laws allowed the deposites ta be placed in banks 
which did not pay specie; and to place it there; 
not merely on special but on general deposite. Nor 
was this any thing new—this very thing had been 
done by secretaries Catopbell and Dallas fur years 
together, and it must be done again. 

‘There were other consequences which mnst also 
follow. The secretary would tot merely be com- 
pelled to use banks of this description, but he 
would be stripped of every facility in the business 
of his department until he did make his selection 
among the banks, and place the money there. THe 
invited gentlemen to putinqniries to the secretary 
of the treasury, and sce what answers tliey would 
get. The moinent this bill became a law, the re- 
ceivers general, as such, were dead—the secretary 
could no longer draw on them. Where must lie 
put liis money? What must he do with his drafts? 
In New York immense sums werc coming into de- 
posite at the rate of one hundred and a hundred and 
fifty thousand. dollars a day. The secretary coul 
not arrange with a bank to receive this money un- 
der less than a week, and in the mean time the col- 
lector or the receiver general might have half a 
million of dollars under his lock and key, and be at 
the same time ont of office. Who would be Habte 
then? Not his sureties, for their lability expired 
with his olfice. In the more distant parts of the 


country, such a state ol things might exist fora) 


whole month. That time must elapse before the 
receiver knew that his office was abolished; but the 


secretary here would know it, and could not draw 
upon hito. What, then, must be the resni? In 
one portion ef the country he would draw on col- 
lectors; in another portion he must act under the 
law of 1836; and in still another he must be left at 
his discretion, under a construction cf the old law. 
Here would be three or four fiscal systems in opera- 
tion at one and the same time; and all this state of 
conlusion must ensne because gentlemen would in- 
sist upon repealing one plan before they had pro- 
vided another. 

Another question arose as to what money the 
treasurer should receive. It was contended that he 
would be under the act of 1836. If so, then all 
publie dues must be paid in gold and silver, There 
was not a bank in New England which did not issue 
hills under five dollars. He was prohibited fram 
receiving their notes, though redeemable in specie, 
and therefore, instead ol receiving his dues one-half) 
in convertible paper and one-half in specie, he must 
have the whole amount in hard money, or violate 
his oath. Some gentlemen, indeed, mizht like the 
ineasure on this account, bnt would the friends of 
this bill vote for it in this view of its elfects? 

Azain: as to the effect on publie sentiment, he 
could tell gentlemen, if congress adjourned without 
providing a substitute lor the sub-treasnry, it would 
be found that the act of 1816 was not imperative. 
Its language was not, that paper ofa certain de- 
scription should be taken, but that it ought to be 
taken. Yes;itought. But supposing the secreta- 
ry could not get it, how then? What had been the 
argoment in 1827 onthat point? Shinplasters were 
then curient, and what had been called the ten cent 
rebellion in Boston had been goiton up, becanse 
specie was demanded by the collector. "The secre- 
tary said he conld not get convertible notes, and the 
verdict of the people was, that in that case he must 
take depreciated paper. By this state of things, all 
specie and speeie paying banks must go by the 
board. Discretion was said to be the law of ty- 
rants; yet naw the treasury was to be let loose again, 
to use, at pleasure, the paper ol non-specie-paying 
banks; and this the secretary could not avoid, i1 he 
respected public opinion. 

But it was said that we shonld soon have a sub- 
slitute. Some great fiseal agent was to be provid- 
ed,orelse an old fashioned bank of the United 
States. Mr. W. would not argne that question, 
with him the time was gone by; but he would ask 
the members of that senate whether they were ready 
to repeal the existing law, to re-establish such an 
institution as the old bank of the United States? M 
they were, yery well, but he could not yet tell 
whether such a plan had been matured and was to 
be presented, Why not wait till then? 

It was said, however, that we were to have a 
bank that would not be unconstitutional: it. was to 
be [ree trom al} objections of that kind. He was 
glad to hear it; but what was the plan? Had not 
gentlemen better wait till they saw whether it did 
avoid all constitutional difficulty or not? Surely 
they would act thus in their own affairs, why not 
in the affairs of the pnblic? What was this bank to 
be? Ifit was a mere fiscal agent not incorporated, 
then it was a governinent bank, and he said to gen- 
tlemen that they were abolishing just such a bank, 
though without the name. AH they had to do was 
to call the sub-treasury a fiseal agent, and the thing 
wonld be elfected. Was this any thing new? Had 
not gentlemen contended that the bill of 1540 went 
to create a treasury bank? Yet they were now for 
destroying that, only to make another. Here Mr. 
W. quoted the title ofa speech he held in his hand, 
in which the snb-treasvry was denominated a go- 
vernment bank, of which the president of the Unit- 
ed States was to be president, cashier and teller.— 
All they had to do was to give the secretary power 
toissne small drafts, and the sub-treasury would be 
a government bank. 

Mr. Clay here interposed to inquire of Mr. W. 
whether le rightly understood hua as now admit- 
ting that the sub-treaspry was a bank. 

Mr, Woodbury replied in the negative. He had 
represented it as a bank only under the supposition 
that the secretary could eut up his draits into small 
sums, and use them as hank notes. 

Mr. Clay. Well, and could he not do it? 

Mr. Woodbury. Me did not doit. I admit that 
the argument itself is a fair one, but he did not do 
it, nor could. it have been done without sanction of 
law. 

Mr. W. concluded by’ohserving that though much 
more might be said, he should add no further re- 
marks. 

Mr. Calhoun wished before the vote shonld be 
taken, to affer a few words on this bill, One fact 
had struck him during this disenssion, viz: that 
there was a large majority in the senate who were 
utterly averse to leaving the treasury under an nn- 
regulated state bank system. He need not refer to 


the individual gentleman who had expressed this 
opinion—the fact was unquestionable. Now he as- 
serted that these gentlemen had done by their vote 
of yesterday just what they had said they would not 
do. They had first voted down Mr. C's amendment 
to the amendment of the senator from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Clay), which that senator had acknowledged 
would remove the disabilities arising under the law 
of '26, and without which it would be utterly im- 
practicable to carry that law into effect, for the 
want of banks which paid specie and which issued 
no bills under the denomination of $5, a large por- 
tion of the union being absolntely destitute of banks 
of that deseription. The object of Mr. C's amend- 
ment had been to remove this difficulty and make 
the law practicable; but gentlemen, alter voting in 
its favor as an amendment to that moved by the se- 
nator from Kentucky, had voted down bath amend- 
ments, and left the act of 1536 in a condition utter- 
ly impracticable. How would this operate? The 
government would be obliged to go baek to the al- 
ternative of either keeping its owe money by its 
own treasurer, or using banks such as the law de- 
clared it should not use. There was another result: 
it would be compelled, unless it violated the law, to 
collect its dues wholly in gold and silver; which 
would in fact and practice carry out the sub-trea- 
sury system more rigidly than had ever yet been 
done, The secretary must either do this, or he 
must purposely violate the law. Yet gentlemen 
say they abhor leaving the country under a state of 
things unregulated by law. Mr. C. called upon 
them to answer him, or, by their silence admit the 
truth of what he said. 

The whole of this proceeding had been most ex- 
traordinary. Gentlemen said that the voice of the 
American people demanded the coarse they were 
pursuing. Now Mr. C. was ready to grant that 
their voice had condemned the sub.treasury; but 
that voice had been uttered in an infinitely loader 
key against leaving the public money unregulated 
by law. By inference, then, it was manifest that 
they were about to do an act which was infinitely 
more in opposition to tlie will of the country than 
any other. They had been told that this was to be 
a reform administration. Now the only possible 
reform worthy of the name was a conformity to the 
law and to tlie constitntion. He supposed if was 
an instance and example of this reform that the 
printing of the senate had been left to this moment 
nnregulated. Who was the printer to the senate? 
Did any gentleman know? What were the prices 
fixed for printing? Could gentlemen tell? Who 
fixed these pices? Did any one know? Could any 
gentleman reply? Well, the next reform was as to 
the currency; and in that department of reform they 
leit the government either to violate openly tlie 
laws of the land or to come back to the sub treasa- 
ry systeio in its most rigid form. Was this to go to 
the American people, aud would gsntletnen still re- 
main sient? Mr. C. certainly was willing that it 
should. He desired that it should. In less than 
three weeks or a mouth every inan in these United 
States would know in what condition the lreasury 
was lelt, and that that condition was worse than 
ever hefore. . 

But they were to!d that this posture of thinga was 
to be temporary only. Was this so certain? Were 
the gentlemen so perfeelly united arnong themselves 
as to what substitute was to be provided for it?— 
Would not many start aside on constitutional ground 
and oppose a bank of the United States? And if 
that was laid aside, what was their uext plan?— 
Could there he found an intermediate ground be- 
tween a bank and sub-treasury? There might be, 
but he asked what it was? Mr. C. said he was no 
enemy to existing bank capital, but he acknow- 
ledged that he had no faith in any bank of cirenla- 
tion and issue. He had long said that the banks 
innst fal] by their own hand, Did gentlemen think 
that they acted as friends to the banks by repeal- 
ing the sub-treasury? According to his belief, 
whether they created a bank of the United States 
or not, it was indispensable that the country should 
come to a enrreney of gold and silver. The United 
States bank itself must run down if it again com- 
mencal a paper currency. There would be ex- 
pansions: nothing conh! prevent it; and the bank 
would, sooner or later, be swept hy the board unless 
sope provision was adopted which was quite as 
strong as the sub-treasnry law. All great bank ex- 
pansions had commenced in England, and would 
again; their paper system was the same with our 
own; their banks and ours were but different parts 
ol the same steamboiler; and if there was an ex- 
plosion, it would commence were the boiler was 
weakest—we must be the first to suiler, The 
strongest possible provision should be made to keep 
the specie in tlie country in order to meet this emer- 
gency. But he saw plunly that gentlemen would 
have their way, but lime would show who was 
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right. An experience of less than ten years would 
satisfy even themselves of their profound errors. 

Mr. Benton said it was now pretty well seen that 
gentlemen in the majority meant to press the ques- 
tion on this bill; but it was so utterly repugnant to 
all his views of what was right and proper, that he 
wished to leave on record the stongest and most 
lasting testimony in his power of his opinion ot its 
impropriety. Therefore be should take a course 
which though nat usual was strictly parliamentary; 
and be thereupon moved to postpone the eonsidera- 
tion of the hill for the purpose of considering a re- 
solution, whicb he sent to the chair, declaring, in 
substance, that it was inexpedient to repeal the 
sab-treasury until some other plan for managing the 
fiscal concerns of the government bad been provid- 
ed. 

Mr. B. proceeded to observe that it had several 
times been remarked, duiiug the course of the de- 
bate, that gentlernen were beginuing at the wrong 
eund of the road. [t was certainly manilest, from 
the votes given yesterday and the day before, that 
the greastest possible absurdities invariably arose 
trom this course of proceeding. Gentlemen were 
for putting an end to one law—a law referring to 
matters which must continue without intermission, 
and could not stop fora day—withont providing 
any other law in its place. By this course the 
country was remitted lo the law of 1836; yet it had 
been shown to be impracticable to revive the state 
bank systetn contemplated in that law, in time to 
ineet the exigency; and the secretary would there- 
fore, of necessity, be remitted to the condition ol 
things which existed anterior to the passage of the 
law of 1834; and this, whether for a long or a short 
period. But whether it was to be for a shorter 
period or a longer one was wholly immaterial in 
the argument. He still held that there should be a 
substitute provided, before the present law was 
abolished. Nay, the very fact, (if it were a fact), 
that this state oi matters was to continue but a short 
time was the strangest of all arguments for post- 
poning the repeal ull that short time shonld have 
elapsed. lta substitute could be provided in a few 
weeks, why not wait those few weeks betore they 
put down the existing law? There would have 
Some machinery to be provided; and during that 
interval the publie money was to be left in a state 
unprovided lor by law, or under a law which was 
irpracticable, which was the same thing. Why, 
then, put up a scaffold only to pull it down again 
and put up anothe;? Why this double demalition? 
'Tbey would incuran infinity of trouble, while no 
good end was to be gained by it. What could be 
the reason tor all this? Why this hot haste? Was 
it that the feelings of gentlemen were to be indulg- 
ed? Did they wish to gratify resentment against 
the sub-treasury, as if it were some living eneiny? It 
gentlemen were capable of acting from mere feel- 
ing, tbey had liad an opportunity presented to them 
yesterday, when he had offered a resolutian to ex- 
clude the bank at Philadelphia from receiving any 
portion ot the public depos.tes. But uo; they could 
uot be persuaded to adopt a resolution to keep out 
of the confidence of the treasury this pre-eminent 
culprit. No; they could indulge no feeling; it would 
not comport with the dignity of the senate. Buthow 
did they act now? Was there no feeling? None against 
the subtreasury, an inanimate thing? Did they not 
seem to say to it, we have got you in our hands now, 
and we will strangle you without inercy? Were 
these the bank sentiments? If they did not act from 
resentment, why this haste? Why not let the sub- 
treasury stand ull they had something to put in its 
place? tn which part of the union was ft not work- 
ing well? working according to the wishes and feel- 
ings of the people? Were was the petition, where 
the memotial, where was the public resolution, 
asking for ats demolition? There was not one; no, 
not one. The clamor all came fiom two descriptions 
of individuals. First, the politicians, who wished 
to obtain a poor triumph, by tearing down and 
stamping to pieces the work of their opponents.— 
And who else? The imillionary plunderers, who 
wanted to borrow the pnblic money, without giving 
that security lor it which John Jocob Astor or 
Stephen Girard wonld have demanded. Having 
devoured thirty-five millions of the money of the 
people, which, had not general Jackson saved it, 
would have been so many taillions of the money of 
the government, they were still not satisfied. Yes; 
president Jackson had rescued, had saved to the 
widows and orphans and citizens of the United 
States twenty-four millions of dollars, which would 
otherwise have been lost in the Philadelphia bank. 
Had he not removed the deposites, the public 
would have been pluck«d to that amount. Yes; the 
pablic—-the people—which, in the language of that 
institution, was “the goose which was to be pluek- 
ed!?? This clamor against the sub-treasury caine 
not from the farmers of the country—not trom the 
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mechanics of the country—not from the laborers, 
the producers of the country. No; but from the 
millionary plunderers, who longed for yet larger 
spoil. 

What was the argument for the proposed repeal? 
It was this: “We have the power, and we will do 
it.” That was the argument. “We will sit here, 
under the scorching rays of a solstical sun, till we 
see it done. There shall be no adjournment; there 
shall be no going out for respiration; gentlemen. 
shall not ga out to get (heir dinner; we will sit bere 
till it is done." Gentlemen said that the fate of 
the sub-treasury had been decided by the result of 
the late presidential election. The peaple had de- 
creed its downfall. But on this paint he had a ques- 
tian to ask. Snppose, instead of the candidate elect- 


ed at Hariisbuig, a different individual had been | 


chosen to run against Mr. Van Buren, and, through 
want of popularity, he had obtained but three or 
fonr states, what would these same gentlemen ton- 
sider as the decision of the people in that case? By 
parity of reasoning, he supposed that Ihen the peo 
ple would liave been held as all in favor of the sub- 
treasury scheme. But both conclusions would have 
been equally false. The fact was, that there was 
no one issue on which alone the election turned, 
and there was nothing on which to found the con- 
clusion that the people had decided that the sub- 
treasury must be repealed. Ali Mr. B. asked, haw- 
ever, was, that gentlemen would let it stand till 
they had provided a substitute. It was snfficiently 
evident what (hey were aiming at. When they had 
got down the sub-treasury, they would set up 
another bank of the United States, or some fiscality 
such as might have its habitation wherever con- 
gress exercised its exclusive Jurisdiction—a fiscality 
that might be set up in navy yards, in forts, in dock 
yards, and in powder magazines. 

In conclusion, Mr. B. demanded the yeas and 
nays on the motiou he liad now made, in order that 
he might leave upon the journal the most authentic 
recorded evidence as to lis opinion of the proposed 
measure. 

The question being put, the yeas and nays were 
ordcred by the senate. 

Mr. Young said that il this bill was to be passed, 
as he supposed it shortly would be, it must, trom its 
nature, go immediately into effect. What would 
be the consequence? Every receiver general would 
eo inslanli become functus officio. What then would 
become of those officers? In what light were they 
to be viewed? They were salaried officers, and 
when were their salaries to cease? From the date 
of the passage of the act? Or, at some other time? 
lt was said, indeed, that we were shortly to have a 
substitute for the sub-treasury, but that be held to 
be impossible, even admitting that the senate should, 
in a few days, agree to charter a bank of the United 
States, and that the other house should concur.— 
Could the bank go into operation in a few days? 
Must not its stock be subseribed and paid in? Must 
uot the plates for its notes be engiaved, and its 
notes printed and signed? Use what expedition they 
would, a chasm of weeks must intervene. Would 
it not be more prudent in the mean while to leave 
the present system standing rather than to throw the 
country on a wide ocean without a compass or 
ehar? Could any man tell what banks would be 
needed, what currency we were to have, who was 
to receive ani keep the revenue in the mean while? 
On all these questions difficulties would arise. Why 
nat aviod thein by postponing the repeal till provi- 
sion was made to meet them? 

Mr. Benton now expressed liis wish to amend the 
resolution he had sent to the chair, and on that re- 
quest a question of order arose, which was argned 
hy Messrs. King, Clay, of Alabama, Bayard, Ben- 
ton, Clay, of Kentucky, which resulted in the with- 
drawing of the order forthe yeas and nays, and 
Mr. Bentou's changing his motion to postpone the 
bul into a motion to recommit it, with instructions 
as follows: 

“That the bill be recommitted to the committee 
on finanee with instructions to report, in connexion, 
a substitute for the independent treasury.” 

On this motion the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed; which, being ordered and taken, resulted as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of | 


Alabama, Fulton. King, MeRoberts, Nicholson, Pieree, 

Sevier, Smith, of Conn, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 

Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—13. 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Darrow, Bates, Bayard, 


Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ry. Clayton, Dixen, Evans, | 


Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Manguin, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
White, Woodbridge—23. 

So Mr. Benton's motion was negatived. 

Mr. McRoberts, then moved to recommit the bill, 
with the following instructions: 


“Ist. Some guards for the security and safety of 
that portion of the public money which will he re- 
ceived by the depositaries ot the public money from 
the date of the passage of this act untila knowledge 
ofits passage shall be received by said several de- 
positaries. 

«2d. That said committee insert a provision pro- 
viding soine luture day that said act shall take ef- 
feet, giving to the treasury department ample time 
to take other bonds conformable to the stale of 
things produced hy the repeal of the act of July 4, 
1840, from all depositaries and receivers of tbe pub- 
he moneys.” 

The mover then proceeded to explain and com- 
ment on these instruetiors. The first proposition 
was ta send the bill back to the committee, with in- 
structions to provide for the satety of the public 
money ducing the interval between the passage of 
the law and its passage being known at the various 
depositaries where the money was received. It re- 
quired no discussion to satisfy the senate that the 
motoent the bill passed every receiving officer was 
ipso facto out ol office. In the mean while, the 
revenues would still continue to come into tlieir 
hands, untal that fact came to their knowledge, 
which, in the remote parts of the country, could 
not happen Jor some weeks. During this interval, 
the government had no security for this money, 
save the pravision contained in the serond section 
of the bill. At N. Orleans and St. Lonis this interval 
inight extend to twenty days; but say it sbould be 
but ten days, what a vast sum of money would, 
within that time, be received without the least se- 
curity for the repayment of a single dollar. To 
meet this deficiency there was no provision in the 
bill. The payment must, by law, still go on, and 
the receiving officers must continue to take the 
money. But ali gentlemen familiar with legal de- 
cisions very well knew that the courts had decided 
that the repeal of a law under which a public of- 
licer held his place did at once put an end to his 
responsibility, unless the repealing act contained a 
saving clause to prevent such a result, 

But there wag another objection to the bill in its 
preseut shape, which it seemed to him must have 
been overlooked by the committee, but which went 
to the very foundation ol the bill. The 8th section 
of the sub-treasury law required that the receivers 
af public money should give bond and security, the 
nature of which the law prescribed. As the law 
prescribed new duties, new bonds must be entered 
into; and it was within Mr. McR’s personal know- 
ledge that the secretary of the treasury had requir- 
ed from the receivers of the land offices new bonds 
entirely different from those which bad been requir- 
ed by the land laws. But here came a general re- 
peal of the sub-treasury law, which at once put 
these men aut of office. Would it not at the same 
time put an end to their official bond? The law had 
imposed criminal liabilities on these officers, but 
the moment it was repealed they might walk oif 
like Swartwont with the money in their pockets.— 
Surely before the senafe consented to the repeal, 
they ought to iustitute the closest scrutiny on this 
point. Onght not the bill to be postponed until 
tine should be allowed to provide new bonds in 
conformity with the new state of things? Mr. McR. 
was very sure the secretary of the treasury had ne- 
ver been consulted on that point, for he never could 
have consented to so rach and precipitate an arrange- 
ment. It might possibly be that the present bonds 
were sufficient, but surely his sureties were not lia- 
hle after the law was repealed, until new security 
should be given. Questions growing out of the 
form and nature of those bonds were every year 
coming np before the district and eircuit courts, and 
large losses were sustained by the government.— 
He desired that this matter should be properly re- 
gulated by the bill. Should it be recommitted to 
the finance comtinittee, they could report by to- 
morrow, and thus obviate the difficulty. If some 
further provision were not made, Mr. McR. in his 
place, affirmed that every dollar received after the 
passage of the bill, and before its passage was 
known, would be left in the hands of the receivers 
without any security whatever. 

Mr. Calhoun appealed to the friends of the bill 
whether they could still insist upon its passage in 
| the face of such statements as these? 


| Mr. Clay said he should not discuss the point.— 
There was no earthly necessity for any such provi- 
sion, and there was nothing at all in the objection. 
The qnestion being now put on the motion of 
Mr. McRoberts, it was rejected by yeas and nays as 
follows: y 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Ala. Fulton, King, McRoberts, Nieholson, Pierce, Se- 
vier, Sinith, of Con. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wail- 
liams, Woodbury, Wright, Yuung—18. 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
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Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington. Kerr, Man- 
gum, Mernck, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
üss, Rives, Suinions, Sunt, of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—2s. 

The question was now called for, and about to 
be put, when 

Mr. Wright rose to address the senate. Ie said 
he had not been disappointed, after witnessing the 
course pursued by geatlemen on the other side, 
that they had the good fortune to have the entire 
debate on their side of the house. He considered 
it fortuaate, because they should now be beaten hy 
numbers if not by argument. Mr. W. was aware 
that power was usnally more vigorous to execute 
than to reason, and a wise judge had advised it to 
decide without reason. Plus might or might not 
be the conduct af their opponents here, on the pie- 
sent occasion. They might possibly have 1easons 
enough to give, though they did nut choose to give 
them. They showed at all events an abundant dis- 
position to act. Still, painful as it might be to 
others, aud as it certainly wae to hios, he could not 
discharge his duty without throwing hirasell before 
the senate before the final question should be taken 
on the bill. He was aware that if was a subject 
with which the senate were well acquainted, and in 
regard to which the country was also supposed to be 
well informed. Still there were many things which 
it was proper att necessary to state for the infor- 
mation of the country, if not for that of his highly 
respected opponents, the advocates of this bill. It 
was very painful to him to detain the senate on this 


occasion, because he well knew the impatience of | 


gentlemen on the other side, and was fully aware 
that they had determined on their course, and re- 
solved to make no reply. 


Mr. Clay. Proceed, sir, we will listen to you 
with patience. 


Mr. Wright replied that he expected no less from 
the gentleman’s courtesy. He then proceeded to 
observe that the argumettof the senator from New 
Hampshire (Mr. Woodbury] had saved to hiin near- 
ly all the time which the honorable senator had 
consumed in the delivery of his remarks. He had 
anticipated much which Mr. W. had intended to 
say, aud he should repeat as little as may be of the 
remarka so ably made by him. 


He should start with the metaphor which had | 
been employed by the honorable senator from Ken- | 


tucky, (Mr. Clay]. That gentleman had assumed 
in the outset of his remarks that it was proper for 


the senate to adopt.the course of à wise architect, | 


who pulled down an old building and retagved its 
rubbish out of tbe way before he proceeded to the 
erection of a new edifice. Mr. W. admitted that 


this course was some times unecessary, but asked | 


how far such necessity eould be supposed to grow 
oul of the present state of the question. lle ap- 

ealed to that honorable senator to say what he 
sbould think if he saw the head of a family proceed 
to pull down an old house in. which he lived, and 

lace his family on the side-walk which ran in front 
of it, while the timber for his new building was yet 
growing in the forest, while the bricks of which 
its walls were to be composed Were neither burnt 


while the money which was to pay for the hurlding 
had yet to be earned or else to he borrowed where- 
ver it could be obtained. Would the honorable se- 
nator consider this as a wise procedure? Would 
such a man tell his family that he preterred to do 
this, as the only way of bringing conviction to 
their minds that they wanted anew house? Jf that 
was his reason, if he knew that they never canld be 
brought to that opimon till their old house was 
knocked dowo, gud the alternative lay between a 
new house and none at all, then Mr. W. could see 
a reason for the course. But supposing he should 
tell them that his new louse was not to stand npon 
the old foundation, but was to be erected in another 
place, might they not reasonably ask, why, then, 


! |Sury, and in favor ef a national bank. 
nor shaped, but lay yet in the bank of earth, and 


let, however, the old house still stand, useless 
though at raight be, and untenuated, as was the 
practice of some of our euterprising brethren in the 
west, who, when their increasing means enabled 
them to erect a more costly mansion, were wont 
to leave the old log cabin still standing near as a 
momento of their humbler eireumstancees. Let gen- 
tlemen follow ihe same course towards this sub- 
treasury; let it remain as a monument of times of 
less splendor and luxury. It could dona harm, and 
it was only the annoyance which the old building 
might present to the eye which required that it 
should be taken down before the form or even the 
location of the new builiing was agreed upon. 

As it was impossible that the country should go 
on without some substitute, Mr. W. should assure 
that a substitute would be provided, and that it 
would be one iu correspondence with the senator's 
avowed wish—that was, a bank ol the U. States in 
some form or other, located he cared not where.— 
This substitute, be its details what they might, 
must possess, as none could deny, at least these 
two distinctive properties: first, the right and duty 
of collecting, keeping aud disbursing the public 
money; and, secondly, of supplying a paper curren- 
ey, which should by Jaw be receivable at the trea- 
suy. If the new institution was (o possess these 
two qualities, it was immaterial to Mr. W's argu- 
ment what might be its other attributes, 


Another reason given for the instant repeal of 


the independent treasury was stated to be the will 
of the Atocrican people. Gentlemen affirmed that 
the popular voice had ordered tliis to be done, and 
that in resistiug the ineasure its opponents were re- 
sisting the mandate of tlie people. Was tliis so?— 
Mr. W. did not stand there to say that it was not. 
lf it were so, was it not as truly so in regard to the 
proposed substitute? What was the history of pub- 
lic opinion on that subject? And what were the 
decisious of publie sentiment, so far as these could 
be gathered from the result of popular elections?— 
The last of these elections was insisted on by gen- 
tlemen as expressing a decision of the people 
against the independent treasury. 1t might be so; 
but Mr. W. would take this occasion to say that 
it might as well be argued, and with better evi- 
dence, that the decision of the people by the last 
election had required from the respected indivi- 
dual whom the act of the people had placed in 
the splendid maasion at the other end of the ave- 
nue, that he should abandon that dwelling as too 
costly and maynilicent, and erect for himselt a cabia 
of logs, such as might now be seen standing in some 
of the streets; that lie should put ont of his posses- 
sion that rich aud glittering furniture of his table, 
and procure for himself horn spoons and wooden 
plates. Would any man stand up aad say that this 


| had been the decision of the American people?— 


Mr. W. might apply the argument to a thousand 


other absurd and ridiculous things which had been | 


agitated during that eleetion, and call thein, too, 
the deeisions ol the people. And he would have 


more proof to support hiin than they had who af- | 


lected to consider the result of that election as a 
decision of the nation against an independent trea- 
In the 
course of that election Mr. W. had, for the first 
lime in his life, traversed a large part of his own 
state, during which progress he had lrequently 
addressed large assemblages of people, and he did 
not remember a single occasion when he had not 
endeavored to convince his audience that the po- 
licy of the party opposed to him would certainly 
be the establishment of a national bank. Nor 
had he done this in a single instance when intelli- 
gent and worthy whigs had not alterwards private- 
ly assured him that in that view be was entirely 
mistaken, and did not know what were the real 
purposes of the party he was opposing. 
firmed in the strongest aud most decisive terms 
that a national bank was not to be one of their par- 
ty measures. As these gentlemen have given him 


did you pull down the old house belore you had | credit for sincerity in the ground he had taken, so 
provided tor us another dwelling? Just so in the | he reciprocated the belief that they were equally 


presen! case, 
their new building was not to stand on the founda- 
tion of the old. Be itso, Every body knew that 
the old house called th: independent treasury rest- 
ed on the broad basis of the constitution. Its walls 
were deep and strong, and their resting-place was 
sure; but the new building was to be pnt up on the 
raarshes o! that encred instrument, They wae to 
rest on questionable ground, at least, and not, like 
the sub-treasury, upon that solid and unshaken 
rock, concerning whose solidily no man held, or 
pretended to hold, a doubt. The necessity, there- 
fore, supposed by the senator did not exist. The 
old building was not in the way, and therefore first 
need not be removed out of the way. The new edi- 
fice might, indeed, be more splendid in its arehitec- 
ture, more glittering and showy in its appearance; 


The gentlemen told the senate that | 


sincere in their opinion. A shoit time had been 
sufficient to prove which of the two was mistaken, 
fle was willing, however, to assume that the re- 
sult of the last election had been a decision of the 
people against the independent treasury, but he 
asked what had been their decision in relation to a 
national bank? The question had been more than 
once tried, But he relerred gentlemen to the de- 
cision given in 1832. Had there ever been a po- 
pular issue more clearly and distinctly tried, and 
had the friends of a bank dared to put it forth os a 
party measure from that day to this? ffe knew 
that now and then isolated individuals had openly 
declared their preference for such a measure, but 
the party, as a party, had forborne to present it be- 
lore the publie eye, and had avowed that before 
doing so, they sloald wait till the popular. opinion 


They af. | 


| tional bank? 


had had time to change. How had it been in re- 
gard to the state bank system? That question had 
never been submitted to the people. But the fai- 
lure of the banks in 1887 rendering some legisla- 
tive action indispensable, the issue had heen made 
up between a sub-treasury and a national bank, 
and the people had decided in favor of the former, 
and against the latter. 

And bow had parties stood since in reference to 
the bank? The friends of that institution had been 
Jew indeed, whether in the halls ot the two houses 
of congress or throughout the several states. Then, 
as the president in. his message had truly and man- 
fully said, al] three of the great fiscal systems of 
the country had been condemned by the people; 
and, if so, could it be said that the necessity was 
laid upon the senate, in obedience to the popular 
voice, to sweep away one of tlicse systems, and fo 
putinits place one or other of those remaining, 
each of which had been eqnally repudiated and 
condemned? But no. He onght not fo have said 
equally repndiated and condemned, for that was not 
the case. The country had been during forty years 
under abankof the United States. Ot this period 
the first twenty years expired in 181], when the 
people pronounced tbeir verdict against (he propri- 
ety of extending its chaiter. In 1832, four years 
before the expiration of the ehatter of the second 
hank, that mammoth came to congress and demand- 
ed a renewal. Congress voted tu allow it. The 
president put his veto on the decision, and on that 
veto the question went down to the people, and was 
by thein distinetly adjudged against the bank. Nor 
had Mr. W. until last Novernber, ever heard that 
the party in favor of the bank ever ventured to 
throw it forward at an election. Under this state 
of circumstances, it would surely seem that there 
existed no imperious necessity to destray the sub. 
treasury in order to make room fora bank. If the 
ground was not wanted for the erection of a new 
building, where was the necessity for such violent 
haste in Knocking away the former structure? 

But destroyed it was to be, although, as an expe- 
riment, it was almost untried, having been adopted 
buteteven months ago. What were its prominent 
features, and what its tendencies in reference to 
the great questions now in agitation in the country, 
when compared with those of its substitute, a na- 
What sort of enrreney wasthat which 
the independent treasury law now provided, or 
would, when its actionshould be perfected, provide 
for the countiy? It was a currency of gold and sil- 
ver, the only cnrrency known to the constitution; 
a currency of inherent, intrinsic value; a currency 
not exposed to contraction or expansion at the will 
of any private association of men; a eurreney whose 
value did not suffer rise or depreciation. bot by the 
fixed and general laws of trade; a eurreney which 
was the standard of valne for the world, and which 
was governed only by those laws which govern the 
trade of the world. What currency, on the other 
hand, would a bank of the United States establish? 
A currency of paper, the manutacture of the bank 
itself; a currency which it could manufacture at 
pleasure; a currency of no intrinsic value whatever; 
a currency which never was the representative ot 
inoney; a currency susceptible of rise and depres- 
sion, ofexpansion and contraction, at the pleasure 
of government, and according to the interests of the 
stockholders; a currency not subject to the laws of 
trade alone, but to the interests and eaprices of all 
who were concerned in issuing it. Which of these 
two descriptions of currency ought congress, setting 
aside the question of constitutional power and duty, 
to prefer, as promoting the permanent interests of a 
great and growing country? The eurreney intro- 
duced hy the independent treasury was as stable and 
unchangeable as the national standard. of weights 
and measures. The power to establish it was given 
in the same clause of the constitution which gave 
to congress the power ta establish a anilorm stan- 
dard of weights and measures, The one was as 
equal, as stable, and as unitorm as the other. It 
rested on the armof government alone, and not upon 
the fluctuating interests of a set of private stock- 
holders. 

Another great interest of the country was inci- 
dentally affected by the question now before the 
senate. lle referred to thatof a publie debt. "his 
was amatter which in their talk here and elsewhere 
they were all want to eschew as one of the greatest 
national evils, and a thing ever to he avoided, if to 
ayoid it was possible. Now, what were all the na- 
tural tendencies of the independent treasury sys- 
tem? What must they ot necessity be in reference 
ta the contraction of a permanent nation. deht?— 
They must from necessity be against such a mea- 
sure. The publie officers connected with such an 
institution had no possible interest in the existence 
of a publie debt. It large, it. would hecome un- 


wieldy in its raanagement, and none of their trans- 
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actions were such as to render it desirable. How 
was it in reference to the people? It inust fall upon 
them in an increased burden, ‘There was nothing 
to favor such a debt, and every thing repugnant to 
its creation and continuance. But how did this 
question stand in regard to a national bank? There 
was no one thing that the nation could do which 
was so essential to the existence, the profits, the 
security, and the control of sach a bank as the con- 
traction of a national debt. "Through the creation 
of such a debt, in Mr. W's opinion, and through it 
alone, could a national bank be sustained for any 
cousiderable time in this country. When the bank 
became tlie fiscal agent of the government, and the 
government owed a great foreign debt, the bank 
could not be shaken off by it. Public stock was 
indispensable to the bank asa means of foreign re- 
mittance, and it returned from necessity in the 
precious metals. The paper of the bank could not 
go out of the country, but the paper of the govern- 
ment could and would. Though sich a debt a 
national bank was able to control the natioual cre- 
dit, and through the national credit it was able to 
control the government itself. Every impulse of 
such an institution favored tbe creation and conti- 
nuance of a large and permanent public debt. 
Again, the independent treasury—and this Mr. 
W. considered as one of its highest merits—was 


directly opposed to all excessive taxation in any | 


form. Any accumulation of taxes beyond the wants 
of the government was an abuse of trust; it injured 
the community, and the injury would be promptly 
felt and redressed. There never could be any dan- 
ger of surplus revenue under such an institution. 
On the contrary, its existence was one of the most 
powerful checks which coald be conceived to all 
such accumulations. But how was it with a bank? 
The bank was the government’s depository and 
agent, and the only compensation for its services as 
such was the use of the government money. A 
surplus revenue was, therefore, among the very 
fist ol its desires. Every dollar of such a surplus 
was a permanent deposite, and went to sustain a 
permanent banking institution. This must of course 
be its natural tendency. The head of such an in- 
stitution knew full as well as the secretary of the 
treasury when there was to he a surplus of revenue 
in his hands. It was hisennstaut endeavor to make 
capital for the bank with the money of the people 
aud lor such uses as had lately been disclosed to 
the public view; not for the fair purposes of trade 
and commerce, but for those of mad speculation, 
tor controlling state legislatron, if not congressional 
legislation; lor wielding the press and corrupting 
the ballot box. Would gentlemen take money 
Irom the pockets of the people for the purpose of 
carrying on an institution like this? Mr. W, would 
not say that such would be the course ot a bank if 
now created, but history told him that such had 
been the course of other banks, and reason declar- 
ei that such were the native tendencies of every 
great national banking institution. 

Further. The independent treasury system had 
been and wasiroz nature and necessity, a regulator 
ol credit and a restraint upou its excess. Using no 
credit itself—contenting itself with holding out to 
the banker, the merchant, the broker, the business 
man of every description, a trne and stable standard 
of value—it stood in the community as a gauger and 
weigher, bringing all commodities. to their true 
standard of value, as the gauger to their true stan- 
daid of quantity. Now, what was the tendency of 
a national bank in this important matter? And 
here Mr. W. was fully aware that he had to mest 
the great talent of hss formidable and respected op- 
ponents. One of their favorite arguments in favor 
of a bank of the United States was, that it operated 
as a regulator of the currency. And bere he would 
say that the independent treasury not only exerted 
a strong influence in regulating all banks and bu- 
siness men, but that influence was exerted upon the 
states, as such, and upon the union itself. But 
how was it with a national bank? He admitted that, 
like the lion, in small transactions it took the lion’s 
share—it restrained institutions whose credit was 
but weak or who had no credit at all, in order that 
its own profits might be the greater. Butall this 
was a small matter. In the great ebbs and flows of 
trade and comineree, where stood the bank? Asa 
regulator? No; but as the great leader and promoter 
im all those. revulsions of the commercial world. 
Wath iron hand, it stood like some mighty giant, 
and rejoiced in the confusion, because it telt the 
conscionsuess that it could itself survive the wreck 
and rain of all around it. ‘bus it reared its front 
in the van, and what was lelt in its trail and in its 
track? Desolation and destiuction—tbe total rnin 
of banks and merchants, great and small. As long 
as it held the government credit, it could perpetrate 
all this in salety; but, when stripped of this support, 
it still tondly iimagined that it could go forth as of 


old, like Samson before his locks were sbern; but, 
on making the experiment, it felt like him, eyeless 
anda prisoner, iuto the hands at its enemies, to 
make them sport by the convulsive throes of its ex- 
piring agony. The characteristics which he had 
pointed out were not mere incidents, the effect ol 
times and circumstances. They were intrinsic, and 
their cause was to be found in the very nature ol a 
moneyed corporation. 

[Mr. Sevier here iulerposed, and, observing that 
the sitting had been prolonged, while the whether 
was oppressive in its heat, prolessed himselt ready 
to relieve the exhaustion of his friend from N. York 
by moving to adjourn. 

_ Mr. Clay said he hoped the senate would not ad- 
journ. 

Mr. Sevier waived his motion, and Mr, Wright 
proceeded. ] 

The country had had long experience in this mat- 
ter. The regulating power of a national banking in- 
stitution had been eftectually tried, and had the bu- 
siness world been fiee from expansions and con- 
tractions? Had there been no reckless speculation 
on the one hand, buoying men up with unfounded 
hope, aud no consequent depression on the other, 
sinking them iu embarrassment and distress? Let 
gentlemen look at 1819, at 1825, at 1834. Was uot 
the country, in eacli of these periods, under the full 
restraining influence of the so highly vaunted na- 
tional regulator? And, if such had been the past, 
could gentlemen hope better for the future? Conld 
they expect any other consequence from a system 
in which such tendencies were inherent, growing 
out of its very nature? 

And what was the system now fo be repealed? A 
system which supplied to the business of the coun- 
try a currency of intrinsic and uniforta valne—sub- 
ject to no other fluctuation than such as was incident 
to the trade of the world; a touchstone by which 
the business of every man in the nation was tried 
and mast be governed. Whereas the paper of a 
bank had no intrinsic value, and was subject to all 
manner of fluctuations at the will of its maker. A 
currency whose only stability consisted in the stock 


of pubhe confidence which it could accumulate | 
aroun it, and which was as liable to be affected by | 


panic, by passion, and by prejudice as by causes 
more stable and real. Such was the standard which 
the senate was called upon to perfer, while it threw 
away that which had inherent value, permanent 
unilormity, and bad been prepared by the fathers ol 
the constitution for the safety and prosperity of their 
countiy. 

Would gentlemen consent to destroy at a single 
blow a system promising resnits such as those he 
had described, and possessing tendencies such as he 
had demonstrated, and pledge themselves to a sys- 
tem of darkness and of doubt, or exchange it for 
one whose evils had been demonstrated by experi- 
ence and were publicly known to the whole country? 
Would gentlemen abolish a system now in existence 
and in successtul operation when uo man conld say 


that even such a substitnte as he had described was | 


within the reach of their attainment. ‘To return to 
where he began: would they consent to tear down 
the old house for a berth upon the pavement? ‘To 
do so would, in his judgment, be not only anneces- 
sary, but most unwise, 

Mr, W. said he presumed that the minds of the 
majority of the senate were made up, and that they 
would vote for a national bank; but he meant those 
gentlemen no disrespect when he reminded them 


that there was a considerable minority both here | 


and throughout the country who believed such a 


bank to be unconstitutional, and, if within the con- | 


stitution dangerous and impolitic. He had attempt- 
ed to show that without a very high degree of pnb- 


lic confidence such an institution never could be | 


safe or prosperous, and could it be hoped in the 
present state of this country that a mere paper 
chatter granted by congress would possess a talis- 
manie power snfficient to draw around it so much 
of the public trust as to render the bauk a standard 
of value and a regulator of currency? Hany senator 
possessed a faith of this kind, it was unknown to 
bim? 

But they were told that a bank was recommend- 


ed as thaf great healing measure which was to re- | 


lieve the distresses ot the conntry, to elevate the 
prices of property, : 
eurrentand plenty. How was it to eflect all this? All 
men agreed that there was in the country a large 
excess of banks, but they labored under the mis- 
fortune of being unable to meet their indebtedness, 
and they had in consequence lost the public confi 
dence. Was congress to remedy this state ot things 
by adding yet another great bank to the hs? Be- 
cause any further than the national credit was erm- 
bodied in such an institution, it would be no better 
than the rest. But supposing the experiment to be 
made, what must be its practical result? Say it should 


and to render money every where | 


start. with a capital, (which he believed he had 
heard mentioned here), of fifty millions, what must 
be the first step? In the present embarassed state 
ol the local banks, the governioent aggregate tility 
millions of dollars to be drawn from the present ca- 
pital of the country. Tle instant effects must be to 
double the existing pressure, to compel the banks 
suddenly to curtail their discaunts and their issues 
by withdrawing large amounts froin their balance 
ot deposites in oider to take up the new stock. 
The effect inust be to bring every thing to a stand 
still. And tor how long? 

llow long did gentlemen think it would require 
to collect filly millions? He asked the question, 
because he presumed that no gentleloan seriously 
cherished so wild a purpose as to put the bank im 
operation before its entire capital had been paid in. 
That project had been tiied and exploded. The 
hist step, therefore, would be to obtain the entire 
capital of the bank in money. But here he might 
oe told by gentlemen that they could go abroad, 
and that the money would be furnished hy foreign- 
ers. This might be, but he rather thooght that if 
they waited till Englishmen or Frenchtoen parted 
with their money for the stock of another bank of 
the United States, they would have to wait fora 
long time. ‘This was uo imaginary picture. It 
could not fail to be the first result of the plan. 
There was no man at all acquainted with the sub- 
ject who did not know that, in any ol our commer- 
cial or trading towns, the creation of a new bank 
produced an tninediate pressure on all the banks ini 
the vicinity. A national bank, insteai of atiecting 
one neighborhood, woul cover the entire nation 
with tbis very state of things. A national bank of 
fiiy millions must produce a similar depression in 
the issues and discounts of all smaller banks. They 
would all draw in their resources to the atinost, and 
‘then all would start at once—all would invite cus- 
tomers by the facility of discounts, and in two 
years the country would be brought back to sucha 
state of things as existed in the year 1519. Indeed, 
he wished there might not even be such an expan- 
sion as took place in the years 1835 and 18836. All 
these banks, great and stall, wonld be striving 
with each other, and contending who should issue 
ithe most paper; and this would continue until the 
‘great regulator got its capital out aud its circulation 

extended. Then would come the canntermanding 
order, its money would silently return, and, if at 
leaned upon the credit of the nation, it might pos- 
|sibly stand the shock by whieh all else would be 
speedily swept away. This was what happened 
in the case of the last baok, and would happen 
agam, The last two administiations bad suiiereil 
‘exceedingly under the complaints of cternal agita- 
tion in our financial system. One plan was scarce- 
ly agreed upon until it gave place to another; one 
law scarce got into operation till a new law snper- 
seded it. That was the complaint then, and what 
was proposed now? ‘The independent treasury law 
| had been passed on the Ist of Jaly, 1840. It was 
going into operation without any partienlar hard- 
ship; it had not yet reached its coroplete effect, aud 
lalready the system mnst be changed. ‘Ihe law 
| must be repealed, and we must come back to the 
| old system, the first which had been tried, and the 
one which bad been most cleaily exploded by the 
people. This might be reform, but to Mr. Wilt 
seemed verv much like reform in a circle. Let 
gentlemen look back from 1233 to the present day. 
What had always been the real complaint of busi- 
ness men? Had not their langnage always been 
this: give us any thing, but let us not be harrassed 
by this perpetaal change? We will conform our- 
selves to any systein you can devise, only give us 
time to understand it and to try its merits, And 
yet now, beloie the last plan had been in operation 
twelve months, we must go back to 1333, and start 
roninud the circle again. 

One word more, and he would relieve the senate, 
| So much had already been said on the point be was 
now about to touch, it had been so distinetly and so 
| repeatedly argued, that, but far an imperious sense 
ol duty, Mr. W. would have passed it over. Iu 
what condition would the repeal leave one portion 
ol the publie inoney the instant the bill should be 
signed? New bonds had now been given by the 
receivers general, There was no doubt or dispute 
that the instant the bill was annulled (heir offices 
would drop, and they would become private citi- 
zens, discharged at once of all oificial respousibilty. 
At New York they were receiving large sums, 
twenty, thirty, fifty thousand dollars a day, some 
days vastly more. Now, it inust be at least two days 
belore notice of the change could reach the recet- 
ver general; and how would it find him? With 
perhaps filty thousand, perhaps five bundred thon- 
sand dollars im his strong box, and the key in his 
pocket. No mau held responsible for his conduct, 
his office gone, lis salary gone. If he was an ho- 
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nest man, he might have the money in lus strong 
box till the secretary should send Jor it; bnt if he 
desired to accotaodate himself without any other 
liability than a civil suit for money had and receiv- 
ed, he might put the money in bis pocket and go 
just where he pleased. So at Charleston, so at St. 
Louis, save the difference between the accumula- 
tion of ten days and that of two days. 1t had in- 
deed been suggested tliat, from the date of the sign- 
ing of the law, uo officer who paid away money to 
such receiver was relieved of his liability, because 
be paid it against law to one not autliorised to re- 
ceive it. And this, no doubt, was technically true. 
But would it be beneficial? Would it uot be like 


imaginary difficulties. There are no difficulties. 
The act of 1789, the joint resolution of 1816, and 
the act ol 1836, which will be revived by this re- 
peal, have auiple provisions for the purposes of the 
treasury until a substitute shall be provided. And 
even il there were no such provisions, I would not 
besitate one moment about the repeal of this odious 
and thrice, nay, four-times condemned measure. I 
have said on this floor and before the people that I 
would take anything or nothing in preference to this 
sub-treasury scheme; arid, betore I would hesitate 
about its repeal, I would see our finances go once 


the condact of the Roman tyrant who stuck up his | 


laws on a column so high above the heads ol the 
people that no man could read them, and then 
punished every one who was guilty of an infraction 
of the law? 

Such would be the condition into which the coun- 
try would be plunged by repealingat this time the sub- 
treasury law, to which it must be added that thè pro- 
viding of a substitute was a clear contingency which 
might or might not happen. They would have no- 
thing to hang to but a miserable remnant of the law ot 
1836 until they should get a bank in operation. To the 
ineanwhile the treasury would be placed just where 
it had been when the honorable senator trom Ken- 
tucky declaimed with so much force and eloquence 
against the union in one hand of tlie purse and the 
sword. Whereas if gentlemen would exercise a 
little patience and endure the sight of the old house 
but lor a short time longer, they might have a new 
house to move into without any of the degradation 
or inconvenience of sitting down in the street. 

Mr. Tullmadge said: I do not rise to debate this 
question. lt has been, heretotore, fully debated in 
these halls; in the legislative hails of the several 
states—betore the people in their primary assem- 
blies—and by the people themselves, until the sub- 
ject has hecome,so throughly worn out that even 
iny honorable colleague cannot advance a single 
new idea upon it, and until it has become pertectly 
nauseating and disgusting. I rise for the purpose 
vf expressing my extreme regret at the pain which 
iny honorable colleague tells us he feels from the 
haste and manner in which this question is pressed 
to a decision. lam the last man in the world that 
would, unnecessarily, give pain to any one; and 
more especially to oue so sensitive as that gentle- 
man. He never inflicts pain, even of this sort upon 


his political opponents, unless from a high sense of 


baperaüve duty. And from what has fallen froin 
lim on this occasion, ] am now, for the first time, 
enabled to appreciate the pain he mnst have expe- 
rienced on the original passage of the sub-treasury 
jaw thiough the senate, and which we now propose 
to repeal. lt was pressed, on that occasion, with 
such “hot haste" to a decision, that, to a sensative 
toind like his, the honoiable gentleman’s “suffer- 
ings,” like those of his tllustrious predecessor on 
another occasion, must have been “intolerable.” 
Nothing but the most imperative duty aud the most 
elevated patriotism could have compelled him to 
the course. which was then taken. The bill was 
on its passage. It had been discussed, but not fully 
discussed. There were gentlemen waiting to be 
heard in opposition to it. The day had been ex. 
hausted; the session had been protracted to an un- 
usual hour. Night had already begun to throw her 
Fable mantle over the senate chamber, when an ad- 
Jouriunent was asked to enable gentlemen to give 
their views on the morrow, free trom tlie exhanstion 
ofthat day's arduous tabor. 1t was refused; and the 
honorable senator irom Maryland (Mr. Merrick) 
was lorced into the debate at a late hour, and with- 
cut some of the necessary statisties which he wish- 
ed to use in the course of the very able argumeul 
which he made. After be had concluded, amad- 
journuient was again asked, to enable an honorable 
senator from Massachnsetts (Mr. Davis) to give 
his views on the subject. "l'his also was denied, 
and he was compelled to proceed, late in the night, 
and, under a burning sense of the injustice done 
him, made one of the ablest speeches ever delivered 
on this floor, The bill was then passed, and sent to 
the other louse, bifore 1 had an opportanity to reach 
Washington, and tu record my vote against it. I 
had just been re elected, and was then on my way 
in company with an honorable senator Irom Massa- 
ehusetts, (Mr. Webster), to take my seat. ‘The 
state of New York was thug deprived of the only 


vote whieh truly represented ber interests and her | and their personal intercourse had been only that 
iei lings on this eor, upon this great public measure | of. courtesy and kindness. 


which she bad already thrice eondeioned, | repeat, 


therelore, Mr, President, that my colleague, trom | people of the state of New York and of the United 
his pais on this occasion, must have been ina prr- | Slates had given their verdict against the indepen- 


ivet agony upon that. 
The honorable gentleman objects that the sub- 
treasury onght not to be repealed untit a substitute 


| more into ehaos, as they were when the mighty 


‘genious of HAMILTON was called to preside over 


thein; when 


“Confusion heard his voice, 
And wild uproar stood rnled.” 

But, Mr. President, what excites my ‘special 
wonder” ts the intimation of my honorable colleague 
that the people have not decided against this sub- 
treasury scheme. One would suppose that, in re- 
ference to his own state, he could entertain no donbt 
ou that subject. The man inust have been blind 
indeed who could not see the oulbreakings and feel 
the outpourings of public sentiment for the last four 
years in the “Empire State." And feast of all 
should my colleague doubt as to what that senti- 
ment was. He must have been an attentive obser- 
ver, He early made up tbe issue for the people. I 
remember perfectly well, when I first expressed 
here my dissent from these destructive measures of 
tlie late adininistration, that my colleague depre- 
cated any collision of opinion between us on this 
floor; and, with characteristic self-cumplacency, and 
wilh a seeming confidence of anticipated triumph, 
proposed to submit all our diilerences to our coin- 
mon constituents, and to abide their decision. 1 
accepted the issue. We went down to the people 
in 1857, and they found against him. Nothing 
daunted, he asked another hearing, and was again 
overthrown in 1838. He was indulged with a third 
trial, and again beaten in 1839. And in 1840, like 
Napoleon, he took the field in person. He traversed 
the whole state. I did the same, sometimes in ad- 
vance of him, and sometimes on his trail. We sel- 
dom disenssed any thiag but the sub-treasury, al- 
though my colleague occasionally gave a touch in 
defence of Mr, Poinsett's standing army. But the 
sub-treasury was the burden of the issue. It was 
against thut the people fought, and at this great 
Waterloo battle my colleague was finally routed, 
“horse, foot and dragoons,” and was compelled to 
surrender at discretion, 

Alter all this, he gravely utters his “ambitious 
givings out” that the people of New York have not 
decided against the sub-treasury. Why, sir, let me 
ask him, what was the issue? Was it not the sub- 
treasury? Every newspaper on that side of the ques- 
uon had at the head of its editorial column, in glar- 
ing capilals, “INDEPENDENT TREASURY'"-—"NO 
NATIONAL BANK.” This was the motto every 
where jnseribed on their banners—under it they 


fought and under it they were conquered. And still 
tuy honorable colleague tells us, if any decision was 
made by the people at the last election, it wasa de- 
cision in lavor ot “log cabins, coon skins and hard 
cider.” 

In the same breath he tells us that, during the 
administration of general Jackson, the people de- 
cided against a national bank. On that subject I 
might with mach greater propricty retort that it 
was a decision 1n favor of hickory trees without roots 
unii moistened in the ground by a barrel of beer. 

Mr. President, if ever a felon was condemned by | 
acourtand jury and deserved to he hanged, then 
has this sub-treasury been condemned by the peo- 
ple and ought to be repeated. They have given their, 
verdict against it, and are impatient at our delay in 
awarding execution. Let us, then, forthwith enter 
up Judgment, and simply say “oll with its head; so 
tuch lor Buckingham.” 

Mr. Wright made a brief reply. He said it was 
ditficult for bun to say, il he should be so unwise 
as to enter into.the lists with his honorable col- 
league, whether he should not be overthrown. He 
believed he had explained once belore in reply to 
the aecnsation of a want of courtesy towards his 
colleague. That honorable senator spoke of mat- 
ters which he did not personally know, and his state- 
ment did Mr. W. greatinjustice. He was fully aware 
that the feclings of his colleague were very strong, 


What Mr. W. had said implied no denial that the 


dent treasury. On the contrary, he had expressly 
declared that lie cul not stand up to deny that such 
was the fact. All he had insisted on was, that there 


is provided, and has attempted to alarm us by some | was no evidence in tbe result of the late elections 
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that tbe people had decided in favor of a national 
bank. If his colleague would say that, in address- 
ing the people of their state, he had advocated the 
constitutionality of a national bank, he would say 
something very different from that whieh Mr. W. 
had always heard stated by others. 

Mr. Yalimadge replied that he had been too 
much oecupied in speaking against the sub-treasu- 
ry to have any time lett for talking aboul a national 
bank. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, expressed a desire to 
present his views on this subject, but it was now 
late in the day, and his strength was exhansted by 
a protracted session. ‘To ascertain the mind of the 
senate, he would move an adjournment, 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, hoped the senate would 
not adjonrn. 

Mr, Calhoun demanded the yeas and nays. They 
were ordered by tlie senate, and, being taken, re- 
sulted as follows: yeas 19, nays 27. 

Mr. Benton then took the floor, and went into a 
jong and very animated speech in opposition to the 

ill. : 

The question was at length obtained upon the bill, 
and it was passed by the follwing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington. Kerr, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge— 929. 

AYS—Mressrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabama, Fulton, King, MeRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—18, 

And then the senate adjourned. 

June I0. The following memorials and petitions 
were presented and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Evans, two memorials from citizens of 
Portland, Maine, asking the passage of a bankrupt 
law. 

By Mr. Prentiss, from a number of citizens of 
Snmtervitle, Alabama, prayiug for tbe enactment of 
a bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Young, from citizens of Illinois, in fa- 
vor o( a bankrupt law, 

By Mr. Buchanan, from citizens of Pennsylva- 
nia, praying that a duty may be imposed on import- 
ed silk. 

By Mr. Bates, resolutions of ihe legislature of 
Massachusets in favor of the distrihution of the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands. 

By Mr. Henderson, from the president and direc- 
tors of the Grand Gulf rail road coinpany, asking a 
remission of duties on rail road iron. 

Mr. Clay, on leave, introduced a bill making ap- 
propriation, for a limited time, of the proceeds of 
the publie lands of the United States; and for grant- 
ing tands to certain states. 

Mr. Henderson, pursuant to notice given yester- 
day, introduced a bill estab!ishing a uniform system 
of bankruptcy; and moved thatit have its first and 
second reading this day, and be then referred to the 
committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Walker wished an expression of the sense 
of the senate as to the propriety of acting on this 
subject during the present session. His own state 
was peculiarly desirous that it should be disposed 
of. A hill had been passed once and the expec- 
tations of the nation generally would not be rea- 
lized should nothing be done in regard to it. The 
refusal of the late administration to act upon tbe 
subject had done more than any thing else to cause 
their defeat; and should the present administration 
follow the example, they might expect a similar re- 
sult. The country generally demanded definitive 
action in the matter; they wanted, in a word, to 
know their late, 

Mr. Berrien (chairman of the committee on the 
judiciary) expressed himself as anxious as the sena- 
tor from Mississippi could be to see soine defini- 
tive action on the subject, but did not desire the 
subject to be pressed at this time, unless there 
was some well-grounded hope of a satisfactory re- 
sult. 

Mr, Sevier was in favor of the reference of the 
bill. He hoped it would be reported on, and theo 
debated; and this for an vbvious reason; The se- 
nate, at the called session, hai five or six important 
matters before if; and if as seemed probable, it 
could despafch each of these in five days, they 
wonld soon be out of work; and, as he considered 
idleness as the root ol'all evil, lie hoped the subject 
of a bankrupt bill would be reserved by gentlemen 
as a subject of ainuscinent for their leisure hours, 
while (he other house should he vecupied in dispos- 
mg of the business sent down to them from this 
body. 

Mr. Clay would liere take occasion to make a re- 
mark for the purpose of correcting a misunderstand- 
ing which seemed to prevail in the country in re- 
lerence to some opinions entertained here. Mr, C. 
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was perfectly ready to vote for any reasonable 
baukiupt bill, although his own state had as little 
individual interest in such a subject as probably 
any other state in the union, He had sume time 
since expressed the opinion that a bankrupt bill 
could not at this session pass the senate; that opi- 
nion had been founded solely on the experience of 
the last session. The subject had undergone some 
disenssion, but the friends of the bill considered its 
fate so very doubtful that they forbore to press the 
question on the passage of the bill, From what 
had been said just now, it was obvious that they 
could not get a lest question now as to whether {he 
subject would be finally acted on at the present 
called session, He would suggest to the honorable 
senator from Mississippi. whether it would not be 
best to let the bill be referred to the judiciary com- 
mittee; let theo perfect its details; and by that time 
a better judgment could be formed whether it could 
be taken op at this extra session and discussed 
without too far extending the time devoted to the 
subject. If this was found impracticable or inex- 
pedient, then let the bill be published to the world, 
and it could be taken upand acted on at the regular 
session. Although Mr. Clay considered a bankrupt 
bill ae part of a system of relief for the country, yet 
he could not consent that it should stand out at the 
head of that list of measures of relief which it was 
desirable to perfect during the present session; iin- 
portant as it might be, he could not consent to hav- 
ing it displace the subjects of a Bank of the United 
States and the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands among the states—he could not place 
the importance of a general bankrupt bill in com- 
parison with that of measures hke these. Alter 
they shonld have been disposed of, he was entirely 
willing the other should be taken up. He hoped 
the bill would be referred. 

After some further remarks from Mr. Henderson, 
nol distinetly heard by the reporter, the bill was 
read a second time, and relerred to the commitlee 
on the judiciary. 

Mr. Rives moved to refer so much of the presi- 
dent’s message as relates to foreign affairs to the 
committee on foreign affairs, 

Mr. Bachanan thereupon rose and addressed the 
senate, observing that when he had first read the 
correspoudence between the British minister, Mr. 
Fox, andthe American secretary of state, he had 
at once determined to make, upon the first fit op- 
portunity, some observations npon that correspon- 
dence in the face ot the senate and of the country. 
He regretted that, in finding a Gt opportunity, there 
had, contrary to his own inclinations, been so much 
delay; but having at length found it, he wonld ac- 
complish his original purpose, and would do it with 
as much brevity as possible; premisinz, however, 
that he should not have thought of such a proceed- 
ing upon this mere motion ofreference, had not the 
example been set and precedent established at the 
last session of congress by the present secretary ol 
state. 

He must be permitted to make one remark by 
way of preface: and that was, that if he knew him- 
self, he was not actnated, in this matter, by aay 
thing like party political feeling. He trusted lits 
construction of somé portions of ihe correspondence 
iu question might prove incorrect; for though he 
acknowledged himself to be a party man and 
strongly intluenced by party feeling, it had been his 
endeavor never to carry that feeling with him into 
the coimtnittee on foreign relations, (ol which he 
had for many years been a member), and he trusted 
that he had given sufficient evidenee of this hy his 
course iu that committee. Yet, as he was firmly 
convinced that a proper regard for the American 
character, both at home and abroad, required that 
some coinmentary should be made on these papers, 
he had, upon reading them, determined, at once, 
that that commentary should be made by him with- 
out fear, but with a respectful regard to the feelings 
of all parties, 

He bad been asked, what objection could be 
made to the letter of the 24th of April last, lately 
published, from Mr. Webster, our secretary of state, 
to Mr. Fox? There was little, indeed: much, very 
much, that it contained had bis cordial approbation; 
but, unfortunately, that letter had little or nothing 
to do with the substance of the matler. It did not 
make its appearance until nearly six wecks alter 
the important business between the two govern- 
ments had been transacted. It was the letter of the 
Briüsh minister of the 12th of March, and the in- 
structions of the secretary of state to the attorney 
general of the United States, of the 15th ol the saine 
month, whieh contained the true merits of the case. 
It was that letter of instructions, a copy of which 
had donbiless been communicated to the British 
ininister, and had been openly referred to in the 
British parliament; it was those instructions, espe- 
cially, which lay at the root of the question. On 


these two papers of the 12th and 15th March, pub- 
lic opinion had been formed as well in England as 
here; and what caroe limping along, six weeks af- 
ter, however just and however eloquent it might be, 
could exert but little or no iuflnence either in Eu- 
rope or in the conntry. 

To understand the merits of the case a brief re- 
capitulation of facts was necessary. A rebellion, 
said Mr. B. or, if you please, an attempt at revolu- 
tion, existed in Canada; during the comse of which, 
the insurgents (ook possession of Navy island, in 
the Niagara river. A British militia force of two 
thonsand men was embodied at Chippewa, on the 
Canada side of the river. The American steamboat 
Caroline, after having carried provisions to the in- 
surgents on Navy island, (for E believe that was the 
fact), together with probably a single cannon, lay 
at anchor, after her trip, fastened to the w barf at 
Schlosser, a small village notoriously within the ju- 
risdiction of the Uuited States, under the sacred 
egis ofonr protection. And the country must he 
recreant toitselfand to its citizens, which would 
not, until the very last, maintain and vindicate its 
own exclusive sovereizuty over its own soil against 
all foreign aggression. 

There lay this vessel in American waters, under 
the guardianship of our sovereignty and of the 
American flag; but this afforded her no protection, 
What happened on the night of the 29th of Decem- 
ber, 1837? Colonel Allen McNab, a name famons 
in history, was in command of the body ol inilitia at 
Chippewa, and a captain Drew, of the British navy, 
who I believe has since been pensioned for his gal- 
lant exploit, undertook tu raise a body of volun- 
teers, and, by way of characterizing the nature of 
the service they were to perforin, declared that he 
wanted filty or sixty desperate fellows who would 
be ready to follow him to the devil. Under the 
command of this colonel MeNab, now sir Allan 
McNab, (for E understand he has since been knight- 
ed by queen Victoria), this body of men passed 
down (lie Niagara river at the dead hour of mid- 
night, without previous notice, and while the peo- 
ple on board of the Caroline lay reposing under the 
protection of American laws, and made an attack 
on unarmed men who were private citizens, not 
connected in any way with the resistance to British 
authority, and murdered at least one of their num- 
ber within the American territory. These barba- 
rians, regardless of the lives of those who may have 
remained on board, unmoored the boat, towed her 
ont into the middle ot the river, where a swilt and 
irresistible current soon hurried her down the falls 
of Niagara, and to. this hour it is not known how 
many American citizens perished in that fatal 
night. ‘This is no fancy picture. 

Now, as to the principle of the law of nations 
which applies to snel a case, that pure patriot 
and eminent jurist, John Marshall, has expressed 
it with great force and clearness. He says that 

“The jurisdiction of a vatian, within its own ter- 
ritory, is exclusive and absolute. It is susceptible 
of no limitation not imposed by itself. Any re- 
striction, deriving validity from an external source, 
wonld imply a diminution of its sovereiguty tn the 
extent of that restriction, and an investment of that 
sovereignty to the same extent in that power which 
could impose such restriction.” —7 Crauch, 116. 

And again: “Every nation has exclusive jurisdic- 
tion over the waters adjacent to its shores, to the 
distance of a cannou slot, or marine league."—1 
Gallis, C. C. R. 62. 

According to the settled law of nations, if the 
Caroline had been a vessel of war, on the high 
seas, belonging to the insurgents, and alter an en- 
gagement with a British vessel had been pursued 
within a marine league of the American shore, our 
national rights, as a neutral power, would immedi- 
ately have covered her, and a hostile gun conld not 
have been fired against her without affording us 
grounds fur just complaint. If, for example, the 
British and French nations had been at open war, 
anda French vessel, in fying before British pur- 
suit, should have been driven within a marine 
league of the American coast, all further acts of 
hostility towards her must instantly cease, or the 
neutral power would be wounded in the most sen- 
sitive point, namely, {het of its’ soverizuty. 

I shall not here argue to prove that in this case 
there has been a gross violatton of our national so- 
vereignty, because on that point no gentleman, I 
am sure, does or can entertain a doubt. That be- 
ing elear, the American government at once re- 
monstrated in strong and forcible, and even elo- 
quent terms, throngb our minister abroad. The 
letter of Mr. Stevenson, on that oecasion, does 
him great honor, indeed. Repeated attempts were 
made to induce the British government to answer 
this remonstrance, but allin vain. It is true that 
it has been stated in the British house of coirmans, 
by one of the British ministers, that the American 


government had finally given up the question, and 
did not intend to insist upon an answer. ‘The pre- 
tence for making this statement bas most probably 
arisen from a custom too common among us af 
publishing diplomatic correspondence, whilst the 
negotiation to which it relates is still pending, Mr, 
Stevenson, in his letter to Mr, Forsyth of the 2d 
July, 1839, employs this langnage: 

"| regret to say that no answer has yet been 
given to my note, in the case ol the ‘Caroline.’ I 
have not deemed it proper, under the circutstan- 
ces, to press the subject without further instruc- 
tions from your department. Hf itis the wish of 
the government that [should do so, I pray to be 
inforined of it, and the degree of urgency that E 
am to adopt,” 

To which Mr. Forsyth replies under date of 
September 11, 1839, as follows: 

“With reference to the closing paragragh of your 
coinmunica'ion to the department dated 2d of Juiy 
last, it is proper to inforin you that no instructions 
are at present required for again bringing forward 
the question of the ‘Caroline. T have had fie- 
quent conversalions with Mr. Fox in regard to this 
subject, one of very recent dale; and, froin its lone, 
the president expects the Brilish government will an- 
swer your application in the case, without much fur- 
ther delay.” 

The senate Will. flus perceive that there is no 
foundation in, fhis Correspondence for the pretext 
that the erícan goverument had abandoned the 
pursuitf this question, unless it may be by gaib- 
ling the noteo! Mr. Forsyth and suppressing the 
sentence which [ have just read. 

Whether the adininistration of president Van 
Buren pursued its remonstiance with sufficient 
energy is not for me to say, althongh I b lieve they 
did, but that forms no part of the question now be- 
fore the senate. It seeins that, from the conversa- 
tion of Mr. Fox, Mr. Forsyth was induced to be- 
lieve that a speedy answer would be given. 

On the — of November, 1840, this unfortunate 
man, Alexander McLeod, came voluntarily within 
the jurisdiction af the United States. Fam induc- 
ed to believe that the vain boasting of this man, as 
to his presence and participation in the attack on 
the Caroline, has occasione! all the dilficully which 
now exists. 1 do not think he was present at the 
capture of that vessel, anid this fact, if it had been 
wisely used, would have atlorded the means of ad- 
justing the diffienlty to the satisfaction of both par- 
ties. Dnt he came upon the American soil, and, 
in the company of American citizens, openly boast- 
ed that he had belonged to Drew’s captuiing squad- 
rou. In consequence of these assertions, he was 
gantested by the local autüorities, and indicted lor 
wurder. This state of things gave rise to a cor- 
respondence between Mr. Fox and Mr. Forsyth, 
from which I intend to read a brief extract. The 
correspondence resulted in this: that Mr. Forsyth 
expressed it as his opinion, and that of the presi- 
‘dent ol the United States, that under the law of 
[uations the avowal by the British government of 
the capture of the Caroline, should such an avow- 
al be made, would not tree McLeod troim prosecu- 
tion in the criwinal courts of the state of N. York. 
Its effect was mere cumnlative. It did not take 
away the offence of McLeod, but added. thereto, 
and made it a national as well as an individual ol- 
fence. The legal prosecution of MeLeod, and the 
application to the British governmeut tor satisfac- 
tion, were indepeiklent ot each other, and might 
be separately and sianltaneously pursued. But 
whether this were the {rue principle of national 
law or not, Mr. Forsyth very properly said that the 
question tunst be decided by the julieiary ol New 
York, and that,if the position of. Mr. Fox were 
weli founded, MeLeod would have the tall protec- 
| tion of that doctrine before the court. Ie could 
plead that bis act had been recognised by the Bri- 
lish government, and if the plea were allowed, he 
would be set at liberty. That was the pasitiou of 
the business at the close of Mr. Van Buren’s ad- 
ministration; and a happier, safer, and more secure 
position of the question lor American rights and 
even for the honor of England, also, conid nat have 
been desired, When the trial came on, MeLeod 
would have two grounds of defence: first, that he 
had not been present at the capture of the vessel, 
and, next, that this capture had been recognised by 
the British government as a publie act, done under 
its authority. If, in this slate of things, there had 
been a little prudent delay, the qnestiou wonld soon 
have settled itself to the satisfaction ol both par- 
ties. But inquiries had been addressed, in parlis- 
ment, to the British ministers on this subject, and 
a high excitement hal been produced tlironghost 
the British nation. This can always be done in 
that country on every controversy with America, 
because our side of the questian never appears in 
their public journals. [have been for years in the 
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habit of reading some of the English journals, and, 
so far as I have observed, our side of the question, 
even im relation to the naitheast boundary, had 
never to this day been presented to the British 
niblic. , 
| No Englishman can obtain fromm any of these 
journals which | have seen, any distinct idea what- 
ever as to the ground insisted upon by us in that 
controversy. An excitement had been raised on] 
the McLeod question, and loud defiances had been 
uttered on the floor of the house of commons. | 
Threats had been made, in case the Aineirican go- 
veruinent should daie to retain McLeod in custody. 
Au attempt had been made on both sides of tie 
water, to prodoce the belief that war was itapend- 
ing; and so far with success, that the American 
fleet in the Mediterranean, or at leasta portion ol 
it, had actually returaed home, while all our ves- 
sels in that sea tad passed the straits aud gone into 
the Atlantic. Some people here even, other than | 
the ladies, became atraid that the British fleets 
wonld be npou our coast and lay oor cities in ashes. 
A inii velloos panic prevailed for a time among those 
whe had weak nerves, and then, to crown all, 
came the letterof Mr. Fox to Mr. Webster. The 
British nation has, E freely admit, much to recom- 
mend it, bnt we all know that their diplomatic po- 
Dey, onlike that of other European nations, has 
been ol a character bold, arrogant and overbearing. 
John Bull has ever preferred to accomplish that by 
main force which other nations would have attempt- 
ed by diplomacy. 1 come now to the letter of Mr. 
Fox, aud such a letter! ‘This letter is the more 
nuposiug hom the fact that it was not Mr. l'ox's 
own composition, but is an official communication 
iom the British government. This fact appears 
from its fist sentence, which 13 as follows: 

©The undersigned, her Brilannie siajesty’s envoy | 
extiaordinary aud minister plenipotentiary. is in- 
structed by his government lo make the following 
oficial communication lo the government of the U. 
Stales.”’ 

It is then an official communication from the Bri- 
tish government themselves. It is not my desire pn 
this occasion to excite either here or elsewhere any 
feeling which should not be excited. J merely 
state facts, To what is this letter an answer? ]i 
to any thing, it is to the letter of Mr. Forsyth ad- 
dressed to Mr. Fox on the 26th December, 1840.— 
1 will not u ouble the senate to read that paper, they 
may find it in doctnaent 33, page 4. And what is | 
the character of the letter ol Mr. Fox? H com-| 
inelices wilh a peremptory and conclusive s-ttle. 
ment of the whole matter so far as the British go. 
vertument is concerned. Itas not sufficient for that 
goverment to say that they take the responsibility 
ol the act of McLeod upon themselves, bat they 
even justly in the strongest terms the capttire of 
the Caroline ilself..— Yet here is Mi. Webster on | 
the 24th of April arguing a question which the Bri. | 
list aninisliy had settled sıx weeks before, They | 
du not say sunender MeLevd and the question ci 
the Caroline shall be left open. Thal would not be 
according to the manner of John Bull when he puts 
limsell lanly in motion, He does npt stop to ar- 
gue, but at onee cuts the knot without the trouble 
ol giving any reason. Mr, Stevenson had remon- 
stated inthe most argent manner, and had submit- 
ted to tlie British government at London a mass oí! 
testimony, but no notiee Whatever was taken of his 
€ominunieation, and no reason, given fur their de- 
termination. Mr. Fox, or rather that government, 
in hall a sentence settles the question, 

“Fhe transaction in question, (says the letter), 
may have been, es her majeslys government are of 
opinion [hat ul was, a justifiable employment of force 
Jor the purpose of defending the British territory? Sc. 

Qui remonstiauce, When this was written, had 
been pending ba three years. Mr. Forsyth, in his 
letter of 26th December, 1510, had argunientatively | 
stated the whole case, setting forth that the avawal | 
of MeLvod’s act, should it be assumed by the Bri: | 
tish government, so tar from doing away with our 
ground of complaint, went only to increase it. dt} 
was cumulative, hot exculpatory. Whilst it would 
not relieve MeLeod from personal responsibility, it 
would serioosly iuplicate the British goverument | 
im his guilt, And how is that arguinent answered? 
In this hanghly ninperious sentence: 

eller majesty's government cannot believe that 
the government of the United States can really in- | 
tend to set an example so lraneht with evil to the 
community of nations, and the dnect tendency of 
Wlich musl be to bring back into the practice of 
modern war alrocities which civilization and Chris- | 
uaruly bave loug since banished.” 

Here is not iu Suaent attempted, uo authority eit- 
ed, buta simple d«claration pat forth in the strongest | 
teris as to tlie “atrocity” ol the principle lor whieh 
the Auierican. government had. been seriously cou- | 
tending. But the erowning point ol this insulting 
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letter is yet to come: and I undertake to say that it 
contains a direct threat from the British government. 
Pam not extensively acquainted with the langnage 
of diplomacy, but 1 certainly have not seen any 
thing like this threat in any official communication 
between civilized nations for the last filty years. I 
hope I may be mistaken in my view of tbe language, 
but here it is: 

* But be that asit may, her inajesty's government 
formally demand, upon the gronnds already stated, 
the immediate release of Mr. McLeod; and her ma- 
jesty's government entreat the president ol the U. 
States to take into his must deliberate consideration 
the serious nature of the consequences which musi en- 
sue from a rejection of this demand.” ` 

Whal consequences? [Vhal consequences? Al- 
ter the denunciations we have heard in the British 
parliament, and. all that had ocenrred in the course 
of the previons correspondence, can any thing have 
been intended but “the serious nature of the conse- 
quences which must ensue” from war with ENG- 
LAND? And here let me putacase. 1 ais so un- 
lortunate as to have a difference with a friend ol 
mine. | will suppose it to be my friend from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Preston). 1 know, if you please, 
even that I am ia the wrong. My friend comes to 
me and demands an explanation, adding, at the 
same time, these words: If you do not grant the re- 
paration demanded, 1 entreat vou to consider the 
serious consequences which must ensue from your 
retusal. Certain lam there is notasingle member 
of this senate, I might say not an intelligent man in 
ihe civilized world, who would not consider such 


| language as a menace, which mnst be withdrawn 


or explained before any reparation could be made. 
It was the moment after ] read this sentence that I 
delermined to briag the subject before the senate. 
A thought then struck me which perhaps 1 should 
do better now to repress; but it was this. I ima- 
gined I saw that man whom Mr. Jefferson truly de- 
nominated the old Roman, sitting in his apartment 
When he 
came to tliis sentence, what would be is feelings? 
What indignant emotions wonld it arouse in his 
breast? O41 hiin it may be justly said 
“A kind, trne heart; a spirit high, 
‘That could not fear, and would not bow, 
ls written in his manly eye, 
And on his manly brow.” 

Would he not have resolved never to make any ex- 
planation under such a threat? Would he not have 
1equired it to be withdrawn or explained before giv- 
ing any answer whatever to Mr. Fox's deoiand?— 
In this possibly he might have gone too far. Our 
secretary, however, has passed over this threat with- 
out adverting to if ia any manner whatever. 

And now we come to the case immediately before 
the senate. Although I think the secretary of state 
decidedly wrong in his views of the law of nations, 
that to me is comparatively a very small matter. 1 
have nof, in this thing, any personal or private feel- 


jug to gratily. Towards the secretary of state I 


cherish no nnkindly feelings, and ] sincerely hope 
that he may discharge the duties of his high, respon- 
sible stalivn in such a manner as to redound more 
and more to his own honor. What I complain of is 
this omission, and an omission, I consider, of great 
cansequence, He has not, in his reply, noticed that 
{ineat at all, although it was conveyed in such terms 
as would lave entirely justified him in saying “the 
American government lias no answer lo give until 
this language has been explained.” Ile should at 
least have said, “this isa menace, such as is not 
usual in the diplomatic correspondence between ci- 
vilized and independent nations, and E shall be glad 
il you wiil explain or reccnsider the language em- 
ployed.” For myself, said Mr. B. I have no desire 
tor war with England: so far am 1 from desiring it, 
that E wonk! consent to sacrifice all but our honor 
in order to avoid ìt. But E think. Mr. Webster to 
blaine in not noticiug language which 1 consider as 
containing a very distiuct and intelligible threat.— 
But let that pass. 

l now inyore whether the secretary is right in 
the view he takes of the law of nations; and I have 
some remarka to offer in relerence to that decision. 
Even il he were right, still. I think that common 
prodenee would have dictated to him not to express 
his opinion so strongly. Ht was then a judicial 
question pending, and eventually to be decided by 
the highest conit in the state of New York; atii- 
bunal which, on all hands, aud by Mr. Webster 
bimsell, 15 adinitted to be eminently entitled to con- 
fidence. Suppuse it should happen (as it will hap- 
pen, if my humble judgment of the kaw should 
prove correct) that. the supreme court of the state 
ol New York and the secretary of state of the Unit- 
ed States should ditfer in opinion as to the legal 
quesiion. Suppose an appeal should then be taken 
Qt such an appeal may be taken) to the supreme 
court of the United States, and it should there be de- 


cided, as I itel great confidence that it would be, 
against the opinion of the secretary of state, what 
would be the condition of the government? 

The judicial authority will be ou one side of the 
question, aud the executive government on the 
other. Whilst the judictary decide that McLeod is 
responsible in the criminal courts of New York, 
the secretary decides that be is not. By prejudg- 
ing this pending judicial question, the secretary has 
placed himself 1n an awkward dilemma, should the 
supreme courtot New York determine that the re- 
cognition and justification by the British government 
of the capture of the Caroline does not release Mc- 
Leod from personal responsibility. ln common prn- 
dence, therelore, Mr. Webster ought to have ex- 

ressed no decide opinion on this delicate question; 
but left it to the judiciary as Mr. Van Buren's ad- 
ministration had done. 

But the secretary of state (hought otherwise. The 
imperions tone to Mr. Fox's letter does nut seein to 
have produced any effect on his mud. Turee shoit 
days alter its date, on the 15th Maich, 1541, he is- 
sues his instructions to the attorney general, These 
instructions are the real substantial answer to Mr. 
Fox’s letter, and have proved entirely satisfactory 
to the British government, as they could not have 
failed todo. ‘The letter written by Mr. Webster 
on the 24th of the succeeding A prit will never dis- 
tarb that government. Long betore it was written 
the secretary had granted them every thing which 
they could have desired, 

He at once, by these instructions, abandoned the 
position so able maintained by Mr. Vau Buren’s 
administration, that McLeod would stilt be respon- 
sible, rudividually, notwithstanding the British go- 
vernment might recoguize the destruction of the 
Caroline. In condemning this position, he uses 
terms almost as stroug as Mr, Fox had done in de- 
nouncing it. He says, “that an individual forming 
part ot a publie force and acting under the authori- 
| ty of his government is not to be held answerable 
lasa private trespasser or malelfactor, is a priueiple 
of public law sanctioned by the usage of all civilized 
nations, and which the government of the United 
States has no inclination to dispute.” 

As actions speak louder than words, what did 
Mr. Webster do with this threatening letter staring 
hin in the lace? With fiery expedition he has liis 
attorney general on the way to Loekport; and I can- 
not but think, trom my personal knowledge of that 
oflicer, that the mission on which he was employed 
could not have been very agreeable to hin. He 
intorns the British governinent at once, lor we 
ought never to torget that the letter to Mr. Critten- 
denis in substance the secretary’s answer to Mr, 
Fox, that if it were in the presidents. power to en- 
tera nolle prosequi against McLeod, it shonlil be 
done without a moment’s delay. “H this iudict- 
ment,” says he, "were pending 1n one of the courts 
of the United States, 1 am directed to say that the 
president, upon the receipt of Mr. Fox's last com. 
munication, woold have iumediately directed a 
nolle prosequi to be entered" But as this was not 
in. Mr. Webster's power, the governor of New York 
was 1n the next place to be assailed, 1n oider to ac- 
complish the same purpose. Mr. Critterden was 
| informed that be would “be furuislied with a copy 
of this instruction dor the use ol the executive of 
New York and the attorney general of that state,” 
* Whether," says the secretary, ip this case, “the 
governor of New York lave that power, or, if he 
have, whether he would feel it his duty to exercise 
it are points upon Which we are not anlormed.” 

But the governor of New York proved to be a 
very restive subject. He felt no inclination what: 
ever to enter a zolle prosequi against McLeod. I 
have seen, somewhere a correspondence between 
that officer aud the president, but I cannot now hind 
it, ‘The tone of this correspondence on the part 
the governor evinced a spirit of determined resist- 
ance to the suggestion of the secretary. The go- 
veinor complained that the district atlurney of the 
United States was acting as the counsel of MeLeod. 
This, however, according to the explanation ot the 
president, happened by mere accident; the attorney 
having been retained as counsel some time before 
his appointment. The correspondence, at all 
events, 18 sufficient to show thal governor Seward 
did not parücipale in the views and feelings of 
the secretary of state towards MeLeod, and we know 
that he did not approve of entering a nolle prosequi 
in his case. 

Bat the attorney general of the United States was 
armed with instiuctions Irom the secretary of state, 
to meet every coulingency, H McLeod could not 
be discharged by a nolle prosequi; if he must be 
tried, then Mr. Crittenden was to consult with Mc- 
Leod's counsel and Irish them the evidence ma- 
terial to his defence, and be was even **to see that 
he have skillul and eminent counsel, if such be not 
alteady retained, H 3s no wonder that itappeared 
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very strange to governor Seward ta find the antho- 
rities of the United States thus actively and ardent- 
ly engaged is defending McLeod, whilst the autho- 
rities of New York were enlisted with equal vigor 
in his prosecution. 

The defence of this man, who had no claim to 


peculiar favor, except what arose from an earnest | 


desire to please and satisfy the British government, 
became the object of the secretary's peeuliar solici- 
tude, and this, too, in the face of a plain, palpable 
menace from that government. 

The next thing we might hear would be a bill of 
cost and connsel fees against this government for 
the defence of McLeod; it having been imposed as 
a duly on our attorney general to sce that ‘he had 
skilful and eminent counsel.” 

Now, there are features in this transaction any 
thing but creditable to our national character. I 
think that sufficient decision and firmness have not 
been displayed by the American secretary of state. 
It will ever prove a miserable policy to attempt to 
conciliate the British government hy concession. It 
was (he maxim of general Jackson that in our fo- 
reign relations we should ask only what was right, 
and submit to nothing that was wrong; and, in my 
judgment, the observance of that maxiia is the very 
best mode of preserving peace. When a nation 
submits to ene aggression, another will soon fol- 
jow. It is with nations as it is with individnals. 
Manly and prompt resistance will secure yon from 
a repetition of insult. 1f yon yield once, you will 
be expected to yield again, and then again, till at 
length there is no end to submission. 1 do not pre- 
tend that Mr. Webster has done wrong intentiepal- 
ly; all 1 mean to say is, that, in my judgment, he 
has not, in this instance, displayed a proper and be- 
coming American spirit. It he had waited a little 
longer before he prepared his instrnetions to the 
attorney general; if he had taken time for reflec- 
tion before he despatched that officer ernsading to 
New York, his conduct would probably have been 
dillerent. According to the practice of diplomacy, 
a copy of these instructions was doubtless at once 
sent to Mr. Fox. It is certain that they were 
known to the British government before the 6th of 
May, because on tha! day they were referred to hy 
lord John Russell on the floor of the honse of com- 
mons as a document in possession of the British 
cabinet. 

1 shall now offer a few remarks on the question of 
public law involved in this case, and then close 
what I have to say. I sincerely believe the ad- 
ininistration of Mr. Van Buren was perfectly cor- 
rect on this doctrine, as Jaid down by Mr. Forsyth. 
1f I had found any anthority to induce me to enter- 
tain a doubt on thal point, 1 would refer to it most 
freely. | now undertake to say that the only cir- 
cumstance which has produced confusion and doubt 
in the minds of welf informed men on this subject 
is, that they do not make the proper distinction be- 
tween a state of national war and national peace. 
Ifa nation be at war, the command of the sove- 
reign power to invade the territory of its enemy, 
and do battle there against any hostile force, always 
justifies the troops thus engaged. 

When any of (he invaders are seized, they ae 
considered as prisoners of war-and as having done 
nothing but what the laws of war justified them in 
doing. In sneh a case they can never be held to 
anawer, criminally, in. the courts of the invaded 
country. That js clear. The invasion of an ene- 
my's teriitory is one of the rights of war, and, in 
all its necessary consequenc:s, is justified by the 
Jaws of war, But there are offences, committed even 
in opea war, which the express command of the 
offender's sovereign will not shield from exemplary 
punishment. I will give geutlemen an example. 
A spy will be hung, if caught, even though he act- 
ed under the express command of his sovereign. 
We might cite the case of the unfortunate major 
Andre. Ie was arrested on his return from ap in- 
terview with Arnold, and, his life being in danger, 
the British commander (sir Henry Clinton, I be- 
heve) made an effort to save him, by taking upon 
himself the responsibility of his act. But although 
he had crossed our lines, whilst the two nations 
were in a stale of open and flagrant war, in obe- 
dience to instructions from his commander- in-chief, 
yet Washiugton, notwithstanding, rightfully hung 
him as a spy. 

Now, let me tell whoever shall answer me, (if, 
indeed, any gentleman will condescend to notice 
what | have said—for it seems we ou this side of 
the house are to do all the speaking, and they all 
the voting), that all the authorities concur in de- 
claring that the taw of nations protects individuals 
while obeying the oideis of their sovereign, during 
a stateof open and flagrant war, whether it has 
been solemnly declared or not, and whether it be 
general or partial. These authorities go no further. 
But, to decide correctly on the application of this 


principle in the case before ns, we must recollect 
(hat the two belligerents here were England on the 
one hand and her insurgent subjects on the other, 
and that the United States were a neutral power, in 
perfect peace with England. But what is the rule 
in regard to nations at peace with each other? This 
is the question. As between such nations, does 


the command of an inferior officer of the one, to | 
individuals, to violate the sovereignty of the other, | 


and commit murder and arson, if afterwards recog- 
nised by the snpreme anthority, prevent the nation 
whose laws have been outraged from punishing the 
offenders? Under such circumstances, what is the 
law of nations? The doctrine is laid down in Vat- 
tel, an author admitted to be of the highest anthori- 
ty on questions of international law; and the very 
question, lotidem verbis, which arises in this case, is 
in his book stated and decided. Ie admits that the 
lawful commands of a legilimate government, whe- 
ther to its troops or other citizens, protects them 
from individual responsibility fer hostile acts done 
in obedience to such commands, whilst in a state of 
open war. In such a case, a prisoner of war is 
never to be snbjected to the ciiininal jurisdiction of 
the country within which he has been arrested. 
But what is the Jaw of nations in regard to eriminal 
offences committed by the citizens or subjects of 
one power, within the sovereignty and jurisdiction 
of another, they being at peace with each other, 
even if these criminal acts should be recagnised 
and justified by the offeuder’s sovereign? This is 
the case of the capture and destrnetion of the Ca- 
roline. The subject is treated of by Vattel, under the 
head “of the concern a nation may have in the ac- 
tions of her citizens,” book ii, chap. 6, page 161. 1 
shall read sections 73, 74 and 75. 

“However, as it is impossible," says the anthor, 
“for the best regulated state, or for the most vigilant 
and absolute sovereign to model at his pleasure all 
the actions of his subjects, and to confine them on 
every occasion to the most exact obedience, it 
would be unjust fo impnte to the nation er the so- 
vereign every fault committed by the citizens. We 
ought not, then to say, in general, that we have re- 
ceived an injury from a nation becanse we have re- 
ceived it from one of its members.” 

“But if a nation or its chief approves and ratifies 
the act of the individnal, it then becomes a public 
concern, and the injured party is then to consi- 
der the nation as the real author of the injury, 


of which the citizen was perhaps only the instru- | 


ment.” 

“If the offended stale has in her power the indivi- 
dual who has done the injury. she may, withoul scruple 
bring him lo justice and punish him. It he has es- 
caped and returned to his own country, she ought 
to apply to his sovereign to have justice done iu the 
case.” 

Can any thing in the world 
thor puts the case distinctly. The nation injured 
ought not to impute to the sovereign of a friendly 
nation the acts of its individual citizens; bnt if such 
friendly sovereign shall recognise the acts as his 
own, it then becomes a national concern. But does 
such a recognition wash away the guilt of the offen- 
der and release him from the punishment due to 
his offence under the jurisdiction of the eountiy 
whose laws he has violated? Let Vattel answer 
this question. He says: 
in her power the individual who has done the injury, 
she may, without scruple, bring him to justice and 
punish him.” There ıs the direct, plain and palpa- 
ble authority. And here permit me to add, that I 
can prove that accarding to sound reason, the prin- 
ciple is correct; and that the question would now 
be so decided by our courts, even if the law of na- 
tions had been silent on thesubject. "This not only 
is, but ought to be, the principle of Dus law. 

Mr. Webster, in his letter to Mr. Fox of the 2 (th 
of April, tells the British minister that the line of 
frontier which separates the United States from her 
Britannie majesty's North American provinces “is 


be clearer? The an- 


long enough to divide the whole of Europe into | 


halves." 
This is true enongh. 
doetrine of Valtel to be incorrect aod 


Now, by admitting the 
unfounded. 


on what consequences are we forced? I beg sena- | 
The line which se- 


tors to consider this question. l 
parates us from the British possession is a line long 
enough to divide Europe into halves. 
knows [ have no desire to see a rebellion in Canada 
or the Canadian provinces annexed to the United 


States; but no cvent in futurity is more certain (han | 


that those provinces are destined to be ultimately 
separated from the British empire. Let acivil war 
come, and let every McNab who shall then have 
any command in the British possessions along this 
long line be permitted to send a military expedition 
into the territory of the United States whenever he 
shall believe or pretend that it will aid in defending 


the royal authority against thoze who are resisting 


‘Uf the offended state has | 


Heaven | 


it, and war between Great Britain and the United 
States becomes inevitable. A British subject ma- 
rauding under the orders of his superior officer on 
this side of the line is seized in the very act. Well, 
what is to be done? ] suppose we are to waite 
until we can ascertain whether his government 
choose to recognise hts hostile or criminal act, be- 
lore we can inflict upon him the pnuishment which 
he deserves for violating onr laws. If it does, the 
jail door is immediately to. be thrown open; the of- 
fender, it may be the murderer, takes his flight to 
Canada, and we must settle the question with the 
British government. Suchis the doctrine advanc- 
ed by the British government and our own secreta- 
iy of state. This principle would, as I say, lead 
us inevitably into war with that power. What can 
be done in a state of war? In that case the laws 
of war provide that persons invading our territory 
who are captured, shall be considered and treated 
as prisoners of war. But while the two countries 
continue at peace, a man taken in the flagrant act 
of invasion and violence cannot be made a prisoner 
of war. MeLeod, however, is not to be treated 
ou this principle, and punished under our laws if he 
be guilty, lest we should offend the majesty of Eng- 
|land. The laws of New York are to be nullified, 
| and the murderer is to run at large. 

But if the principle laid down by Vattel be sound 
and true, all difficulty at once vanishes. Tf such an 
offender be caught in the perpetration of a criminal 
act, he is then punished for his crime. Let hin be 
tried for it at least, and then, if there are any miti- 
gating cirenmstances in his case, for the sake of 
| goad neighborhood let him escape. There will then 

be no danger of war from this cause. Let ime sup- 
pose a case. Suppose colonel Allan McNab should 
fake it into his head that there exists in the United 
| States a conspiracy against (he British governiment, 
Land should believe that fe could nnravel the whole 
| plot by seizing on the United. States mail in its pas- 
sage fram New York to Buffalo. He places bim- 
self at the head of a party, comes over the line, and 
| seizes and robs the mail; but in the act he is over- 
| powered and arrested, and he is indicted. before a 
| criminal court ol the United States. Will it be 
maintained that, if the British government should 
say, we recognise the act of McNab in robbing your 
| mail as we have already recognised that of his burn- 
‘ing of yonr steamboat and killing your citizens, 
would Mr. Webster be justified in directing a nolle 
prosequi to be entered in his favor, aud thus suffer 
hin to go free? 

I do not say that the British government would 
act in this manner: bat I put the case as a fair illns- 
tration of the argnment. There was one case in 
| which something very like this might have happen- 
‘ed, and it was even thought probable it would hap- 
jpen. It was reported that an expedition had been 

planned ta seize the person of McLeod, and to carry 

him off to Canada; and I believe that a very distin- 
gnished and gallant general inthe United States 
seisice, (general Scott)—an officer for whom, in 
| common with all his fellow citizens, T cherish the 
| highest respect aud regard—went, in company with 

the attorney general, to Lockport; and jt was con- 
| jectnred that he had received orders to hold McLeod 
land defend the Lockport jail against any incursion 
of sir Allen MeNab or any other person. 

Suppose now that such an expedition had heen 
| set on doof; that it had succeeded, and that MeLeod 
| had heen seized and carried ofl in triumph, the two 
| nations being stillin profound peace. The rescue of 
| a prisoner is a high criminal offence. What would 
| have been done with McNab if he had voluntanly 
come within our jurisdiction and been arrested? If 
he could be indicted and tijed and punished before 
| the British government should have time to recog- 
| nise his act, very well. But if not, then, at the mo- 
ment ot such 1ecogaition, he would be no longer re- 
sponsible and inust forthwith be set tree. The prin- 
ciple of Vattel, rightly understood, absolutely se- 
cures the territorial sovereignty of nations in time of 
peace by permitting them to punish all invasions of 
it in their own cnminal courts, and his doctrine is 
eminently caleujated to preserve peace among all 
| nations, War has its own laws, which are never to 
be extended to the intercourse between nalions at 

pace, 

The principle assumed in Mr. Fox's letter is well 
caleulated for the benefit of powerful nations when 
| contending against their weaker neighbors. (But in 
saying this 1 donot mean to admit that we are a 
weak nation in comparison with England. We do 
not, indeed, wish to go to war with her, yet | ain 
confident in the belief that whatever we might suffer 
| during the first period of such a contest weuli be 
amply compensated by our success before we reach- 
| ed the end of it) But let me present an example. 

Let ns suppose that the empire of Russia has by 
her side a conterminous nation, whieh 15 compara- 
tively weak. A Russian colonel, during a season of 
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protound peace, passes over the boundary, and com- 
wits some criminal act against the eitizens of the 
weaker nation. They suceced, hawever, in seiz- 
ing his person, and are aboot to punish him accord- 
ing to the provisions of their own laws. Bat imine- 
diately the Russian double-headed black eagle 
makes ils appearance; a Russian olficer says to the 
authorities ef the weaker nation, stop; take off’ your 
hands; you shall not vindicate your laws and sove- 
reignty. We assume {his man’s crime as a national 
aet, Whatis the consequence? The rule for which 
Britain contends will in this case compel the injur- 
ed nation, though the weaker, to declare war in the 
fust instance against ber stronger neighbor. But 
she wall not do il; she will not become the actor, 
from the consciousness of her weakness and the in- 
stinet of self- preservation. This principle, if es- 
tablished, will enable the strong to insult the weak 
with impunity. But take the principle as laid down 
by Vattel. The weaker nation defends the majesty 
ot her own laws by punishing the Russian subject 
who had violated them; and, if war is to ensue, 
Russia mast assume the responsibility of declanug 
it, in the face of the world, and in an unjust cause, 
against the nation whom she has injared. [tis said 
that one great purpose ol the laws of nations is to 
proteet the weak against the strong, aud never was 
tis tendency more happily illustrated than by this 
very principle of Vattel for which 1 ain contending. 

] therefore believe that the secretary of state was 
as far wrong in his view of international law as in 
jus haste to appease the British government, in the 
face of a direct threat, by bis instructions to Mr. 
Crittenden. The commanication of these instruc- 
tions to that government, we know, had the desired 
eflect. They went out immediately to England; and | 
ne sooner were they known on that side of the wa- 
ter, than in a moment all was calm and tranquil.—- 
The storin, portending war, passed away, and tran- 
quil peace once tage returned and smiled over the 
scene. Sir, the British goverument must have been 
laid-hearted indeed, M a perosal of those instruc- 
tions did not solten them, and afford them the most 
aule salisfaction, This amiable temper will ne- 
ver even be rufiled in the slightest degree hy the 
peiusal of Mr. Webster's letter to Mr. Pox, written 
six weeks aíterwards, The matter bad all been 
virfually ended before its date. 

In the views 1 lave now expressed 1 may be 
wrong; but, as an American senator, without any 
fecling on iiy part but such as 1 think every Ame- 
nican senator ouglit to cherish, I am eonstrained to 
say that 1 cannot approve ol the course pursued by 
the secretary of state in this toatter; while at the | 
sume tine, [ hope and trast that no other occasion 
may arise, to. demand from ime a similar ercticism 
on the otlicial conduct of that gentleman. 

Ma. Aves replied with earnestness and animation. 

Mr. Choale intimated his intention to address the 
senate, but yielded to a motion to adjourn; and at 
near 4 o’clock P, M. the senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, June 7. Mr. Chapman, ol Alabama, ap- 
peared, was qualified and took his seat. | 

Mr. Beeson, representative elect from the state of 
Pennsylvania, vice hon, Enos Hook, resigued, ap- 
wired, was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. Briggs inquired what was the business be- 
fore the house? 

‘The speaker here rase and said that the chair de- 
eired aespeettully to subinitto the house tlie difli- 
culty under which it labored, in consequence of the 
situation in which it was placed; and if the house 
were willing to relieve itself, without debate, from 
its embarrassment, the chair would subrait a propo- 
sition which he thought would accomplish that ob- 
ject. The chair would suggest that the hose should 
say, ilit could be done withost debate, whether it 
should be governed by the rules of the last congress, 
or by the parliamentary law, until rules should be 
regularly adopted. 

Mr. Adams said somcthing as to an exception ot 
the 215t rule. 

Mr. Wise ingnired of the chair what was the or- 
der ot business? Was it. the resolution submitled 
by biesell tui relation to the roles, or wag it the Just 
business betore the liouse an the last day? 

The speaker decided that the resotution on the 
adoption ol the rules was the first question in order. 

So the Rouse resuined the consideration of the 
resolution heretofore offered by Mr. Wise, and 
which is in the following words: 

“Resolved, "hats committee of nine be appointed 
to revise, ameud, and report rules. for the government 
of this house; and thal, unif such committee make re- 
port, and the same be linally acted upon, the rules and 
orders ot the last house of remesentutives shall be eons 
sidered as the rales and orders of 10s house," 

Which motian Mr. 4425 had heretelur moved 
to amend as lollows: 


"After the words ‘house of representative’ insert the 
words ‘excepting the 21st rele, which is hereby rescind- 
ed?” [This rule exeludes the reception of abolition 
petitions, &c.] 

Whieh amendment Mr. Slade had heretofore 
moved to amend as fellows: 

“Strike out therefrom the words ‘which is hereby re- 
scinded,' ” 

Mr. Wise said he wished to read from the jour- 
nals of 1800 an authority which he thought would 
settle the minds of the members of this house, and 
stop the debate. He would call the parlicular at- 
tention of genllemen representing the non-slave- 
holding states to the action of the fathers of the 
constitution on this very question. He would read 
froin the journals of the Sth and 6th congresses, 
from 1797 to 1801: 

Upon the 2d of January, 1800, Mr. IVall, ol 
Penn. presented a petition from Absalein Jones and 


others, people of eolor and freemen, within the city | 


and suburbs of Philadelphia, “complaining that the 
slave trade to the coast of Guinea is carried on in a 
clandestine manner from the United States; that 
freemen of color are seized, fetlered, and sold as 
slaves, in various parts of the country; that the law 
not long since enacted by congress, ealled the fugi- 
tive bill, is, In its execution, attended with cirenm- 
stances peculiarly hard and distressing; and stating 
further, that, although they do not ask for the imme- 
diate emancipation of all who are uow in nncondi- 
tional bondage in these states, they humbly desire 
that congress may exerl every mean in their power 
to undo the lieavy burdens," &e. 

Mark {said Mr. W.) the humility of this peti- 
tion: it is far less objectionable than the abolition 
petitions ot the present day: They humbly desire 
that congress may exert every mean in their power 
to undo the heavy burdens, and prepare the way for 
the oppressed to go free, that every yoke may be 
broken.” 


Task altention (continued Mr. W.) to the pro- 
ceedings on tliis petition: 

* A motion was made and seconded that tlie house 
do come to the following resolution, to wit; 

“Resolved, That so much of the petition as relates 
to the laws of the United States respecting the slave 
trade from thé United States to any foreign place or 
country, and the laws respecting fugitives from justice 
and persons escaping from the serviee of their masters, 
he referred to the committee appointed, on the twelfth 
day of Deccmber last, to inquire whether any, and, if 
any, what, alterations oucht to be made in the law en- 
titled ‘an act to prohibit the carrying on the slave trade 
from the United States to any foreigu place or country’ 
And, debate arising thereupon, an adjournment was 
called for.” 

Thus far (continued Mr. W.) on the 2d of Janu- 
arv, 1500. Then they adjourned. On the next day 
“the house resumed the consideration of the mo- 
tion; depending yesterday, for the reference of cer- 
tain parts of the petition of Absalom Jones and 
others: whereupon, a motion was made (by a gen- 
tleman of the noith, although that does not appear 
on the journals, yet 1 have a history of the whole 
matter), to amend the same by adding, ‘and that 
the parts of the said petition which invite congress 
to legislate upon subjects from whieh the general 
government is preeluded by the constitution, have 
a tendency to create disquiet and jealousy, and 
eught therefore to receive no encouragement or 
countenance from this house.’ ” 

The yeas and nays were called, when 85 mem- 
bers voted in the allininative and Lip the negative. 
The names of those in the allirmative areas follows: 

“Alston, Baer, Bailey, Bartlett, Bayard, Bird, Bishop, 
Brace, John Brown, Robert Brown, Champlin, Cliris- 
tie, Clay, Claiborne, Condit, Dana, John Davenport, 
Franklin Davenport, Davis, Dawson, Dennis, Dent, 
Edmond, Eggleston, Elmendorf, Evans, Abiel Foster, 
Dwight Foster, Fowler. Freeman, Gallatin, Glenn, 
Goode, Chnuncey Goodrich, Etizur Goodrich, Gordon, 
Gray, Gregg, Griswold, Grove, Hanna, Harper, Heis- 
ter, Henderson, IRI, Holmes, Honger, Imlay, Jackson, 
Jones, Kitchell, Henry Lee, Silas Lee, Macon, Mar- 
shall, Morris, New, Nicholas, Nicholson, Natt, Otis. 
Page, Parker, Phin, Powell, Randolph, Reed, Rut- 
ledue, Sewall, Shepard. Stanford, Stone, Sutter, Tali- 
aferro, John Chew ‘Thomas, Rieliud Thomas, Themp- 
son, Trigg, Van Cortlandt, Wadsworth, Waln, Robt. 
Walliams, Lemuel Williams, and Woods, 

“Tn the negative: George Thateher.” 

And (concluded. Mr. W.) 1 hope there will be 
fonnd but one name in this house contradicting this 
resolulion of our fathers. Let the example be now 
as it was then. 

Mr. Adams. 
its mouse. 

Mr. adams rose and addressed the bouse in a 
speech of about two hours anil a half, in which he 
went very fully into the merits of the question be- 
fore the house, replying to observations made in 
previous debate by Mr. Vise and others, and stat 
ing and defending liis own position in respect to it. 


And the mountain is delivered of 


This speech was one which it would be difficult to 
abbreviate or condense, and impossible to report at 
large for insertion here. It is reserved for future 
publication, therefore, and will be published as ear- 
ly as it can be prepared for the press. 

Mr. A. concluded by adopling the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Slade, as an amendment of his 
own proposition. 

Mr. King, of Georgia followed in an argument of 
some length, directed, lirst, to an examination of 
the constitutional power of congress on the subject 
of slavery; and, secondly, to a reply to some of the 
positions taken by Mr. Adams. 

Mr. Fillmore said that we had now been eight 
days attempting to organize this house: and the 
eighth day was almost brought to a close. 

1t would be recollected that this was a special ses- 
sion of congress, convened for certain specific ob- 
jects; and whilst he admitted that the question 
which had incidentally been brought under discus- 
sion here was one of great importance both to the 
noith and the south, yet, with all due deference to 
those gentlemen who had thought proper to take 
part in this discussion, or who herealter right 
think proper, he begged leave to say that this was 
not the proper time. He begged leave to say, at all 
events, as a proposition was only to adopt the rules 
of the last house for a limited time, till they could 
organize the house and revise them, it was not 
worth while now, when the dog days were ap- 
proaching, to waste the time vf this house and dis- 
appoint the hopes of this nation by going into an in- 
vestigallon of a mere abstraction; for upon both 
sides—upon all sides—it was admitted that this was 
all that could be got at this time. 

If he had understood the decision of the speaker 
heretofore given, he (Mr. F.) thought that no part 
of the house could complain if the question were 
now put. Ifhe was right, the speaker had decided 
that the ainendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Massachnsetts, (Mr. Adams), as modified, 
would be the hist question to be voted on; and then 
came the proposition to adopt the rules for a limited 
time, and to reler these rules to a cornmittee to re- 
port thereon for a revision. 

The speaker said the gentleman had correctly 
understood the decision of the chair. 

Mr. Fillmore resumed. This give to every mem- 
ber ef the house, whether for or against the 21st 
rule, an opportunity of recording his vote for or 
against it. And although 1 confess, as an indivi- 
dual, that there have been some remarks made, 
especially by the gentleman fom Georgia, (Mr. 
King), of defiance and of threat, which really called 
up a fecling that it was difficult to repress, yet, in 
view of the great and important objects for which 
congress has assembled, it seems to me that T am 
bound to forego any attempt at reply; it seems to 
me that I am hound to offer on the altar of my 
country any feeling which 1 may entertain, and 
wait for a more appropriate season for discussion. 
I, thercfore, do what I seldotn have done, and what 
1 do with great reluctanee—1 move the previous 
question, for the purpose of bringing the discussion 


| to a close and of organizing the house for business. 


And the call for the previous question was se- 
conded, (according to therule of parliamentary law.) 

Mr. Slade moved a call of the house. 

Mr. IV. C. Johnson rese to a point of order. Buf, 
before stating it he would suggest to the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Fillmore], that perhaps the 
object he had in view would be obtained as well if 
he would move to lay the whole subject on the ta- 
ble. He believed that, in such a ination, the gen- 
tleman conld carry the house with him; and then a 
resolution might be moved (and the previous ques- 
tion called upon it) thal the house would adopt the 
rules of the last congress until otherwise ordered, 
We [ Mr. J.] wonld vote for bath these propositions. 
The consequence would be that the house would 
get rid of this question; that it would adopt the 
rules of the last house as the rules of this; and it 
would thus be in the power of the house at any 
time to change or tnodify those rules, or to appoint 
a Sr]eet cominittee for their revision. 

Mr. Fillmore would remark, with all dne respect 
to the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Johnson], 
that the adoption of the eonrse suggested woeld de- 
feat the very object he (Mr. F.] had in view, which 
was to enable cvery member to vofe according to 
his own judgment. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson said he had understood the 
chair to decide that under the parliamentary law 
the previous question would first attach to tlie 
amendinent of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Adams], as modified by the acceptance of the 
amendment of the gentleman froro Vermont, [Mr. 
Slade}. 

The speaker said the previous question attached 
to al! the amendments pending at the time it was 
called. 
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Mr. Ingersoll was understood to suggest to the 
house that, under the decision of the speaker, the 
previous question was open to debate, and that thus 
ihe whole subj. ct might be discussed. 

Mr. Briggs submitted that the speaker certaiuly 
could not have made such a decision. 

The speaker said he had not. He had merely de- 
cided that the propriety of the previous question 
was debateable. 

Mr. Mallory moved that the house do now ad- 
journ. 

Mr. Morgan asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were: yeas 66, 
nays 149. So the house refused to adjourn. 

At the request of Mr. Hise, the speaker stated 
the exact position ol the question. 

Whereapon Mr. Slade withdrew his motion that 
there be a call of the house. 

And the question then recurred on ordering the 
main question. 

Mr. IF. C. Johnson inquired of the chair whether, 
if the amendment were adopted, abolition petitious 
would not be received hy the house. 

The speuker. It will strike out the 21st rule fiom 
the rules o[ tlie house. 

Mr. Johnson. And thus let in abolition petiti- 
tions. 

Mr. Rencher asked the yeas and nays on order. 
ing the main question; wich Were ordered, and, 
being taken, were yeas 152, nays 89. : 

So the house decided that the main question 
should be now taken. And the speaker having an- 
nounced the main question to be on the modified 
amendment ol Mr. /dams— 

Mr. Dawson rose to dissent from the decision of 
the chair; and contended that the main question 
was on the proposition of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. lise], and that it never could be on 
the amendment. By our rules, it was tiue, it had 
been decided thatthe main question should be on 
the amendment; but that question had been settled 
otherwise by the parliamentary law. Mr. D. sup- 
ported his position by reference to that law, page 
66, &c 

Mr. Fillmore inquired of the speaker whether an 
appeal had been taken from his decision? 

The speaker replied that he so understood. 

Mr. Tillinghast submitted that the very authori- 
ty which the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Daw- 
son] had read 1n support of his own views sustain- 
ed distinctly the decision of the chair. 

Mr. Fillmore said that the proposition had been 
expressly slated to the house, before the main ques- 
tion was ordered, as being on the amendment of 
the gentleman [roin Massachusetts, [Mr. Adams]. 
He [Mr. F.] hoped the gentleman would withdraw 
his appeal. 

Mr. Dawson said he had not taken an appeal from 
the decision of the chair. 


Mr. Gilmer contended that some gentleman had 
voted under a misapprehension as to what the main 
question was. 

The question was then stated to be on the inodi- 
fied amendment of Mr. Adams, to strike out the 
words ‘except the 2tst rule.” 

Mr. W. C. Johason inquired if a molion to lay 
the whole subject on the table would now be in or- 
der. 

The speaker said it would not. 

[Cries of “question, question; “let it come, let 
it come."'] 

Mr, Slade asked the yeas and nays on the adop- 
tion of the amendment; which were ordered, aud, 
being taken, were as lollows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Adams, Allen, S. J. Andrews, 
Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Birdseye, 
Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Buwne, Brewster, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Charles Brown, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, J. C. 
Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Clinton, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cravens, Cushing, R.,D. Davis, Dimock, Doig, Eg- 
bert, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, J. G. Floyd, 
C. A. Floyd, Fornanee, A L. Foster, Gates, Geddings, 
Patrick G. Goode, Gordon, Greiz, Gustine, Hall, Hal- 
stead, Wm. S. Uastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 
Hunt, Ingersoll, James Irvin, Wm. W. Irwin, Jaines, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Littlefield, 
Lowell, Robert McClellan, McKeon, M chand, A. 
Marshall, Mathiott, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Morgan, Morrow, Osboroe, Parmenter, Partridge, 
Pendleton, Plumer, Ramsey, Benj. Randall. Alexan- 
der Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rossevelt, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sanford, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade,Sm.th, 
Snyder, Stokeley, Stratton, Stuart, R. W. Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Tod Tomlinson, Tranbull, Under- 
wood, Van Buren. Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Thomas 


Caruthers, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Daniel, G. | 
Davis, Wm. C: Dawson, John B. Dawson, Dean, De- | 
beriy, Eastman, J.C. Edwards, Thomas A. Foster, 
Gamble, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Wilham O. 
Goode, Graham, Green, Habersham, Harris, Houck, 
Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, Hunter, Jack, W. 
C. Johnson, John W. Jones, Isaac B. Jones, Keim, J. 
P. Kennedy, King, A. McClellan, McKay, Mallory, 
T. F. Marshall, Samson Mason, J. T. Mason, Medill, 
Meriwether, Miller, Moore, Newhard, Nisbet, Oliver, 
Owsley, Pearce, Pickens, Pope. Powell, Protht, Ray- 
ner, Reding, Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, Roducy, Rogers, 
Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Sullers, Stanly, Steenred, 
Summers, Sumter, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, 
Triplett, Turney, Ward, Warren, Washington, Wat 
terson, Westbrook, James W. Willams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Wise, Wood—104. 

So the amendinent, as modified, was adopted. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution of Mr. Vise, as thus amended. 

Mr. Wise, after remarking that under the parlia- 
mentary law the previons question applied only to 
the amendments, proceeded to say that he was con- 
strained pow to vote againstthe resolution, because 
it was his desire to despatch business; aud he was sa- 
tisfied that if this rule were taken away, and ila 
flood of abolition petitions should be poured in upon 
us as heretofore, we should do nothing else upon 
petition day but discuss abolition petitions, There 
were various steps yet to be taken in resisting this 
movement. The vote (Mr. W. was understood to 
say) was too striking for him not to admit that there 
was a majority in this house in favor of receiving 
these petitions. He gave notice that it would be 
his object to move to lay the question of reception 
on tbe table. He would not, dared not, yield one 
inch of ground ever occupied by the south on this 
question; and, therefore, he moved to lay the reso- 
tution as amended on the table. 

Mr. Fillmore rose and said (hat, when he had said 
a lew words as to laying the subject on the table, 
lie bad not understood wliat the decision of the 
speaker as to the main question was. He now un- 
derstood the speaker to have decided that the main 
question was limited in effect to the amendinent of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts. Wasitso? The 
speuker said it was. 

Mr. Fillmore. That being the case, without 
stopping to inquire whether the chair is right or 
wrong, I deem it a shorter mode of arriving at the 
object I have in view to move the previous question 
again on the main proposition. And E submit that 
that motion, under the parliamentary law, takes 
precedence of a motion to lay on the table. And I 
submit it to the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Wise) that it is impossible to place this question in 
a shape where it will better enable the inembers of 
the house on all sides to express their opinions by 
their votes than asit aow stands. Isubmit whether 
it would not be better to go on and take the vote 
on the main question, aud thus at once proceed to 
business. 

Mr. Wise suggested that if it was true, as the 
gentleman had stated, that the motion for the pre- 
vious question superseded the motion to lay ou the 
table, there was no necessity for submission to him. 
On this question of abolition petitions he conceded 
nothing, be yielded nothing; he knew what obdu- 
racy would do, and he was taught to know what lic 
was to expect. 

Mr. Briggs asked the chair to decide which ofthe 
two motions had precedence. The speaker decided 
that the mation lor the previous question lad pre- 
cedence. 

And the demand for the previous question was 
then seconded. And the main question was order- 
ed to be now taken. 

Mr. Chapman, remarking that this questian was 
one on which the state of Alabaina ( whose repre- 
sentatives had not yet arrived) ought to be heard, 
moved that the house do now adjourn. Mr. An- 
drews asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 
and being taken were: yeas 91, nays 102. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution of Mr. IVise, as amended—Mr. W. ask- 
ed the yeas and nays, Which were ordered. 

After some conversation ou a question of order— 
Mr. Rencher asked a division of the question on the | 
resolution, the first division to embrace so much as | 
applied to all the rules of the last house, and the | 
second so much as related to the 2tst rule. The! 
speaker said that, under the parliamentary law, tlie | 
question was not divisible. Tel 

And the inain question (beinz on the resolution | 
of Mr. IVise, as ameuded), was then taken, and de- 


W. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, | cided in the affirmative: yeas 0125, nays 91. 


John Younz--112. 
NAYS—Messrs. Alford, L. W. Andrews, Arnold 


Mr. Briggs moved that the bouse now take up 


Arrinsion, Atherton, Barton, Bidlack, Boyd, Aaron y’ | the tesolution heretofore offered by hii, in relation 


Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, Wm. Butler, Wm. O. 
Butler, Green W. Caldwell, P. C. Caldwell, John 
Campbell, Win. B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, 


to the appointment of standing committees. 
Mr. Wise submitted to the speaker that the busi- 


ness first in order was the unfinished business ot | bell, Lawrence, J 


Thursday last, to wit: the resolution of Mr. W. 
calling on the secretary of the treasury for his plan 


jot a fiscal agency which would obviate constitu- 


tional objections, &c. and providing for the appoint- 
ment of a select committee of nine members there- 
on; (with the substitute proposed by Mr. Uader- 
wood, aud the question of order raised in relation to 
it). Mr. W. modified his proposition by withdraw- 
ing so much thereof as provided tor the appoint- 
ment of a select committee. 

A discussion, directed to the priority of business, 


i took place, in which Messrs. Briggs, Wise, Everett 


and Underwood participated; (Messrs. Briggs and 
Everett contending that the resolution as to the ap- 
pointment of the committees was entitled to priori- 
ty, because it had reference to the organization of 
the house). 

The discussion was brought to a close by a mo- 
tion submitted hy Mr. Triplett to lay the resolution of 
Mr. Wise, with the amendment or substitute of 
Mr. Underwood, on the table; which motion pre- 
vailing, the whole subject was laid on the table. 

The resolution of Mr. Briggs then came up ia 
the order of business; it is in the following words: 

Resolved, Thatihe several standing committees of 
this house, as provided fur 1n the rules of the last house 
of representatives, be now appointed by the speaker. 

Mr. Sergeant moved to amend the resolution by 
adding thereto the words, “and that a select com- 
mittee of nine members be appointed on the subject 
of the currency, and the establishment of a suitable 
fiscal agency capable of adding increased facilities 
in the collection and disbursement of the public 
revenues, and rendering their custody more secure," 

Mr. Briggs accepted this as a modification of his 
resolution. 

And the question being on the resolution as thus 
modified —M r.. Profit inquired if it was customary 
to legislate on a subject which was not even in ein- 
bryo? Was it proper and customary to cali npon 
the secretary of the treasury for plans? He was wil- 
ling to do so, and when it should come in, he was wit- 
ling to refer it to the committee of ways and means if 
that committee should be so organized as to suit bis 
views, or, not being 50, to a select committee. But 
he protested at this time agaiust any gentleman as- 
suming, without deliberation or consuliation with 
the body of whig memhers, to Know what the wishes 
of that party were. Let thein hold a consultation 
among themselves; let them see the plan. and then 
they could decide whether it shonld go to a com- 
inittee of the whole, to the committee of ways and 
means, or to a standing committee. For liis own 
part, he would act upon no subject without first 
knowing what the views of the majority were. 

Mr. Stanly moved the previous question on the 
resolution. 

Mr. McKeon asked a division of the resolution: 
first on the appointment of the standing committees, 
and then on the appointment of a select committee. 
And the division was ordered. 

The demand for the previous question was se- 
couded, and the main question was ordered to be 
now taken. Audthe first branch of the main ques- 
tion, to wil: on the appointioent of the standing 
committees, was then taken, and decided in the ar- 
firmative without a division. So the first branch 
of the resolution was adopted; and the standing 
committees were ordered to be appointed by the 
speaker. 

Mr. McKeon asked the yeas and nays on the se- 
cond branch of the main question, to wit: on the 
appointment of a select committee, which were or- 
dered, and, being taken, were yeas [25, nays 90. 
So the second branch of the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. IVise movet that the house do now aljourn 
until 12 o’clock to-morrow; assigning as his reasoa 
for the hour named, that the speaker might have as 
much time as possible to select his committees. 

Mr. Morgan asked leave to introduce a resolution 
providing that the daily hour of the meeting of this 
hause should be E2o'elock until otherwise ordered. 

Objeeted to. 

Aud then the house adjourned until 12 o'clock 
lo-iioriow. 

Tuesday, June 8. Some inaccuracies having oc- 
cured in the list of committees, as published in 
page 289, it is deemed proper to make the Hollow- 
ing corrections: 

District of Columbia—Mr. Habersham substitut- 
for Mr. King. 

Naval alfairs—Mr. Calhoun substitufed for Mr. 
G. Davis. 

‘Territories 
Pope. ; 

Treasury department—Mr. A. L. Foster substi- 
tuted for Mr. McKenn. 

On the rüles— Messrs. Callioun, Lewis Williams, 
Habersham, Hopkins, A. L. Foster, T. J. Camp- 
. W. Williams and Banks. 


ed 


Mr. G. Davis substitute! for Mr. 
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ALADAMA CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION. According to 
the law passed at the last session ot the legislatore, the 
five representatives in congress from this state were 
elected by general ucket. Messrs. Reuben Chapman, 
George S. Houston, William W. Payoe, Benjamin G. 
Shields, and Dixon H. Lewis, all opposition, are the 
members elected. We subjoin a statement of the votes, 
giving the result for the first two candidate on each 
ticket: 


[pO Chapman. Rather. 


Chapman. Rather. Caan lice: 


Oppe. Whig. Oppo, Whig. 
Autauga 317 314 Madison 1,313 200 
Barbour 330 4%b| Marengo 4s4 616 
Benton 821 133| Marion 307 1)4 
Dihb 4l1 330| Marshall 930 146 
Baldwin 66 65| Macon 243 400 
Blount 628 87| Mobile 874 1,163 
Butler 151 225 Monroe 201 386 
Coosa 424 2i" Montgomery 516 695 
Clarke 434 150| Morgan 524 236 
Conecuh 137 261 Perry 550 635 
Covington [Pick2ns oot 752 
Chambers 476 615 Pike 362 402 
Cherokee 456 152|Randolph 243 R5 
De Kalb 633 104 Russell 302 492 
Dale 335 91 Shelby 352 479 
Dalas 434 562|St. Clair 507 35 
Fayette 554 94)Samter 998 . 1,007 
Frankün 669 455| Tallapoosa — 218 164 
Greene 429 753! T'alladega 492 A60 
Henry 211 l4U|Tuscaloosa — 597 942 
Jackson 1,237 44| Walker 172 100 
Jefferson 537 211 Washington 160 107 
Lawrence 591 428 Wilcox 325 419 
Lauderdale — 695 357 CRT 
Limestone 611 185 23,337 7,333 
Lowndes 362 438 


Bangs. The banksof Richmond have notified that 
Wheeling baok notes will not he received by them 
alter the [st Jnly, except on special deposite. 

Bank of England. Quarterly average. of the week- 
ly liabilities and assets of the Bank of England, trom 
the 2d of March, to the 25th of. May, 1841; 


Liabilities. .. Assets. m 
Circulation, £16,615,000|Securities, 21,517,000 
D.posiles, 1,212,000 Bullion, 4 921,000 

-£23,851,000 £26,738,000 


Compared with the last return the eireulation shows 
an increase of £28,000, the deposites an increase of 
£17,000, the bullion an increase of £283,000, and the 
sccolities a decrease of £265,000. 


Boxe Business. Some people would like to know 
the nature of this business, and perhaps, when told, 
it will be as much a matter of surprise to them, as it 
was when lirst communicated to us. Certain old 
men, women and children may be seen daily in all 
parts of the city gathering up old bones. ‘This branch 
of business started about four years since, and it gives 
employment to hundreds, almost thousands of poor 
people m Philadelphia. Many of them are able to 
earn from 50 cents ta $1 each day by these small ga- 
thernugs by the way side, and these save themselves 
and their children from want, or perhaps the peniten- 
tiary. In this county there are several large establish- 
ments where these boues are purchased. One in 
Moyamensing pays out more than $100 cach week 
for these apparently worthless materials, gathered in 
every part of T'hüladelphia. 


Boues gathered up in this way, and from such | 


sources, one could. hardly imagine are of any value. 
Bat the vanety of purposes to which they are put, 
shows in political economy that nothing 1s literally 
worthless. ‘The bones are assorted and each parueu- 
lar kind is put to a specifie purpose. ] 
1010 nents toot oil. Others ate sold to kmfe and um- 
brella makers, while another portion is used by comb, 
brush and button manufacturers, Many of then are 
used in the manufacture of blackmg and printers 
ink, and hy sugar recliners. Even the tallow chandler 
aud manufacturer of soap ts deeply indebted to these 
hones for his sucecss. ‘The bone dust winch is made 
from the refuse part, is purchascd by farmers and 
greatly tends to enrich the soil. 

— [he purposes for which bones are used are almost 
1nmnumierable, 
that the field of Waterloo was thoroughly examined 
and every thung remammng of poor huinanity there 
which could be obtained, has been gathered up. In 
onrown country, the value of this article is bemnning 
to be es'unated for agricultural purposes, and in all the 
varons deparanents of. business, both of utility and 
ornaiaent, they constitute an important and valuable 
species of merchandise. 


[Philad. North Amer. 


ANCIENT TEMPERATURE OF China. M. i. Brot has 
compared the ancient and modern temperature of tlic 
35th degree By ascertiming the plants nsually culti- 
vated, the epoch of the traunng ot the silk worm, that 
ot the arrival and departate of birds of passage, and 
the meteoroltogical phenowena, he has come to the 
couclusion, that the temperature has not. varied. from 
the greatest period of antiquity. He has derived his 
evidence dor modern times frein the travels of the nns- 
sionanes and European travellers; and far ancient times, 
deom the sacred books Clicking. and Chou-lang, aud 
frum the Teheou-chot, 

COTTON MARKET. Javerpool, June. 2. There has 
heen a very moderate event of business donc in cot- 


Some are made | 


Such is the demand for them in Europe, | 


Loursiana. The Plaquemine Gazette computes the 
area of Louisiana at thirty millions of acres, and allots 
the different soils as follows: 

Sugar 250,000 acres, rice 250,000, cotton 2,400,000; 
making in all not quite 3,000,000 of acres. A great pro- 
tion of the remaining 27,000,000 is yet ina wild, uneul- 
tivated state. 


Money marrers. The Philadelphia Inquirer of the 
17th says: “Money ont of doors yesterday from 8 to 
10 per cent per annum. United States bank notes at 
a depreciation of 18 per cent. None of the Philadel- 
phia banks have issued small netes yet, but the Moy- 
amensing; but several of the other accepting banks 
are getting in readiness for such issues. Money is not 
in much demand. Our banks discount spariogly, and 
we hear that one or two talk of an early resumption of 
specie payments, so far as they are concerned. It is 
understood that the non-accepting banks will not 
receive on deposite or in payment of debts, the small 
notes that may be issned by the accepting. The 
motes for $5, and upwards, will be received as hereto- 
Ore." 


Tue Sr. Locis MURDERERS. Speaking of these got 
wretches, the New Era says:—It is understood that 
they have been concerned in many of the robberies at 
this place within the past year—in those at Galena 
early in the spring, aad in numberless ones at New 
Orleans. Probably the whole west and souta has suf- 
fered from their depredations. 'They have been en- 
gaged, too, in a regular system of operations, by which 
the slaves of the soath were assisted in. making their 
escape to Canada. It was on one of these occasions, 
Brown says, that he committed the only murder that 
can be charged against him, except that of Mr. Weaver, 
which he now acknowledges. ITe had under his charge 
a negro from one of the southern states, who was fleeing 
to Canada. Some cause led him to be apprehensive of 
detection. and he determined to make way with the 
slave. Accordingly, at night, he decoyed him to the 
guard of the steamboat, tipped him over into the water, 
and that was the last he heard of lim. Brown admits 
the justice of his senteace, aad consoles himself. with 
the idea, that liis wife and ehild are in independent cir- 
cumstances—the fruits of years of villainy. 


ton to-day, the sales being scarcely 1,500 bags, all to 
the trade, comprising 50 Pernams 51d. to 84d.; 40 
Maranhams 73d. to?d ; 20 Egyptians 94d. to 15d. ; 300 
Surats 4d. to 5d. and the rest American, chiefly trom 
53d. to ae Prices are without much Belen ile alre- 
ratioa, although the tone of the market is decidedly 
heavy and flat. 

London catton market, June 3. The cotton market 
stil continues withont the least improvement either in 
the demand or in prices The business to-day 13 again 
very limited, the total sales not exceeding 1,500 bags, 
consisting principally of American descriptions. 


CrrvrLAxp, Omio. On Monday morning last (says 
the Clevelaad Advertiser) we counted seventy-four 
ships, brigs and schooners in our port, busily engaged 
in taking in and discharging frieght. There were also 
at the same time about sixty canal boats, loading and 
nnloading at our wharves. We doubt whether any 
port on the whole line of the Jakes is doing as large a 
business, at the present time, as Cleveland. The trade 
with Pittsburg and Philadelphia, by the cross-cut 
canal, is rapidly increasing, and will, eventually, add 
one-half to the commerce of the port. 


Deatus. By the last arrivals from England we 
have aecounis of the death of rear adunral. Samuel 
Motiey and admiral sir George Montague [Iamilton, 
sir Robert Wilmot Horton, and the widow of sir Eve: 
rard Home, and earl Fortescue. 


Frour. A slight advance in price took place in the 
Baltiniore market last week. Howard street brought 
from $5 12 to $5 25 from the stores—and for city 
mills $5 44. Stock light. The inspections of the 
week 5,043 barrels, and 681 half barre. : 

Liverpool corn market, June 2, Some parcels of 
Americaa flour changed hands at 22s. 6d, a 233. per 
harrel. Since this day weck the imports of grain and 
flour irom foreign ports have heen pretty considerable. 
The duty on barley, Indian cora, buckwheat, oats and 
beans, from foreign poris, is this week incrcased 
1s. 6d. per quarter; on otlier articles no alteration, but 
the daty on wheat will, in all probability, be 1s. higher 
next Friday. 

FUGITIVE SLAVE AND K(DNATTING CASE. A slave con- 
trived to secret himself on board the schooner Wash- 
ington, whilst lying at Newbern, North Carolina, and 
was not discovered until the vessel was at sea, on her 
return from thence to Boston. He was secured; and 
onthe return of the vessel, was taken back again to 
Newbern by Benjamin Wiggins, mate of the said 
schoonet, for which, strong efforts were made to have 
said [liggins indicted, last week, at Boston, under the 
revised statute of Massachusetts, ch. 125, sec. 20, A 
large majority of the grand jury, however, deemed the 
transaction not to be within the design of the act, and 
no bill was found, 


ScuoonsiN Vermont. A Vermont paper informs us 
that the number of children in that state between the 
ages of four to twelve, is 106,000, and the number of 
district schools 2,300. The numiber of teachers emplov- 
edis 5,100. "The school tax for the year is $61,803, 
equal to $22 far each district; the sums raised volunta- 
rily by the towns and districts amounted to $81,000. 
The aggregate expense for schools, including board for 
teachers, books, fuel, &c. is about $292,730, or $112 to 
each district. 


Tue soverziens of Spain, Portugal, Great Britain and 
Turkey, are all under 23 years of age; and the tbree 
former are females. 


"ng STEAMER CaLEboxIA arrived at Halifax from 
Boston on the 3d instant, in 42 hours, having encoun- 
tered foggy weather during the greater part of the pas- 
sage, She took on board fifteen additional passengers, 
making one hundred and two in all, and left the same 
day at a quarter before 8 o'clock, for Liverpool. 


Tea TRADE. London, June 3. Jn the tea trade the 
news froin China gave a fresh zest to speculation, aid 
rit produced quite a sensation at the publie sales, which 
were preeceding in Mincing lane when it was first an- 
nounced. At the sales, although a good deal was 
withdrawn for higher prices, the tew congous that 
were sold went at a rise of 2d. to3d. per pound. 


IscowxBusrIBILITY OF CLOTH. Gay Lussac, the ec- 
lebrated French chemist and philosopher, proposed a 
means of rendering the various tissues of eloths, stuffs, 
&c. incombostible. It has long been known that the 
combustibility of these substances is greatly diminish- 
ed, by immersing them in solution of certain salts, as | 
alum, muriate of soda, œe. But M. Lussac consider- | 
ed that those salts shoald possess this property in the 
greatest degree, whicii would enter mast readily into 
a state of fusion—and thus cover the fibres of the 
| substances and preserve them trom the contact of the 
air. Acting upon this thought, lie substituted phos- 
| phate of animonia, and borate of soda, for alum, &e. 
|and he found that moslins thus treated, could be placed 
in contact with ignited bodies without danger. 

[Baston Mer. Jour. 


Ispas corn. According to the census returns, the 
(annual erop of Indian corn of North Carolina is thirty- 
four millions of bushels. In the prodneton of this 
important. item, therefore, North Carolina stands se- 
| cond on the list—the annual crop of Tennessee, which 
isthe largest producer, being upwards of forty-two 
millions of bushels. [ Bult, Amer, 


Tonacco. Baltimore, June 19, During the weck 
there has been an active demand for all descriptions of 
Marylaud tobacco, and the sales were quite extensive, 
generally at prices fully supporting the quotations of 
last week, which we continue, viz: inferior and com- 
mon $414 50; middling 10 good $5a7 50; goad $3545. 50; 
and fine $9413.  Yesierday, however, several of the 
ANIRON poust. A gentleman of Brussels has con. | largest purchasers having filled their orders, retired 
structed aniron house, which is said to answer the ob- | from the market, and the demand fell of. The re- 
|jeets intended in a satislactory manner. The walls |ccipts continue large, and it is thought that holders 
are hollow, and the hot air circulates from a central | wil have to submit to lower rates. There hus also 
| pointin the kitchen, through the intervals in the walls, | been an active demand lor Ohio, of which about 500 
[and by means of valves the quantity to be admitied | hhds. have been sold, principally at 8525, good lots oe- 
may be regulated. A house consisting of IT rooms | casionally bringing as high as $10a11. We continue 
will cost £1,165, while a house of the same size in| our quotations, viz: common to middling $4 5045; 
brick would cost £1157. The rooms are arranged on | good $5 5046 50; fine red and wrappery 883102; prime 
three floors. The whole weight is 7972 tons, avoirdu- | Yellow at $7 50410; and extra wrappery 812411. The 
pois, (810,000 lalogranuncs). The advantage of this | accounts from Olno of the coming crop are quite dis- 
structure of house is represented to be ita permanent | couraging, and have caused some holders to deeline 
nature, and the facility with which it may be inoved. | further sales at present. ‘The inspections of the week 
The expense of carrying it from Brussels to Liege, to | comprise 159 hhds. Maryland; 147 hhds. Olin; and 16 
to Ghent, or to Antwerp, would be about £25, hhds. Kentneky—total 1,222 Jibds. [Balt. Amer. 

‘Tins 1s a subject well worthy the attention of the || New Orleans, June9. A very extensive business 
friends of home manufactures in Pennsylvania. [| has been transacted in the article, no less than 5,500 
appears to us that the real uses of iron are not ade- | hlids. having changed hands within the last three days, 
quately appreciated by the great mass of the cammo- | at rates rather inclimng in favor of sellers. 
mty, Also, that those immediately and decply inter- 
ested, have a exerted pees m e quennm 
manyen or wih a view to the more general adaptaron are SIE € 
of this invaluable metal to the many objects twist Maryland red H0a1 14; white 120. 
it may be applicd. The iron masters of Virginia are,} Woor. 
we perecive, about to hold a convention with reference | week 
to their peculiar business and interests. Pennsylvama | lbs. Saxony and Merino Heeec, at prices nat public, 
should send a delegation to that convention, m order | washed native at 30 to 32 cents, and unwashed of the 
that something like a mutual understanding might ex- | same kind at 20 ta 21. cents. The supplies that have 
ist and proper co-operation be determined upan, The | reached the market are yet limited and the domand ts 
iron trade of tlus conntry ìs yet in its infancy. good. 


Winrar. Prices have improved, Pennsylvania rcd 
readily commands 1163117; in. the Baltimore market, 


We note transactions in wool during the 
to the extent of about 6,000 Ibs. including. 2,500 
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BY JEREMIAH HUGHES, EDITOR AND P 


NAYAL OFFICERS. 

Martin Durlaide, New Orleans, Louisiana, vice 
Heury D. Peirc, removed. 

Isaac P. Davis, Boston, Massachusctts, vice Isaac 
O. Baraes, removed. 

SURTRYORS. 

Silowith S. Whipple, Eastport, Maine, vice Eze- 

kiet Foster, removed. 


Navy irems—the Germ: steam revenue cutters 274| Bazelleel Cashman, Portland, Maine, vice Stephen 
NORTHE\STERY BOUNDARY SURVEY 233| W, Eat 1 

Rives Mr. speech on the M:Leod case 974) Y e BLOG Fever . 
sean uo e ewan | Willian Floyd, Town Creek, Maryland, viee 


(SG- ERROR IN STATEMENT OF STATE EXPENSES. 
Inthe REcrsTER of the 15th May, page 165, of this 
volume, we inserted a table froin the Tuscaloosa 
Monitor, purporting to give the expenses—execn- 
tive, legislative and judictary—ot the several states 
ofthe anion. The data from which that table was 
compressed, in some instances at least, must have 
been very erroneous—or nol very recent. The 
state of Maryland, for instaoce, is put down— 


For ex»cutive 5 $10,959 
Judiciary . 23.300 
Legislative . 15,840 

$50,090 


Whereas the freasurer's report, for 1840, shows 
that be paid for—civil officers, who may be lermed 
Tbe executive . $14,652 43 
Judiciary . 40,522 35 
Legislative 60,632 01 


$115,836 79 
Some of the other states, we fear, are inserted in 
that table with as little claim to accuracy. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, hy and with 
thz advice and consent of the senate. 
COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS, 

James Hunter, Savanaali, Georgia, vice Abrabam 
B. Fanning, removed. 

Joseph C. Noyes, Passamaquoddy, Maine, vice 
Sullivan. R. Rowson, reinoved. 

Join M. lale, Frenchinaa's Bay, Maine, vice 
Edward S. Jarvis, removed. 

Cüarles J. Abbott, Penobscot, Maine, vice Row- 
land H. Bridgha:n, re noved. 

Willam B. Sinith, Machias, Maine, vice William 
Brown, removed. 

George ‘Thatcher, Belfast, Maine, vice Nathaniel 
M, Lowrey, removed. 

George Allen, Waldboro’, Maine, vice Denny 
McCoh, removed. 

William Coad, St. Mary's, Maryland, vice James 
W. Roach, remaved, 

Arnold Naudain, Wilmington, Delaware, vice 
Henry Whitely, removed. 

Nathaniel F. Williams, Baltimore, Maryland, vice 
William Frick, removed. 

Levi Lincoln, Boston, Massachusetts, vice George 
Bancroft, resigued. 

James Perrine, Mobile, Alaba.na, vice J. D. Ho- 
gan, removed. 

Jonathan Roberts, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
vice Calsin Blythe, resigned. 

Thomas Gibbs Morgan, New Orleans, Louisiana, 
vice Dennis Pricur, re noved, 

Willis H. Arnotd, Pearl River, Mississippi, vice 
Isaac W. Jewitt, reinoved. 

Tbomas J. Chariton, Edenton, North Carolina, 
vice Robert M. Noven, removed. 

Willen U, Lord, Wilaiagton, North Carolina, 
vice Lewis H. Marste‘ler, removed. 

Voi. X—Sia. 18. 


James R. Thompson, removed. 

J. Washington Tyson, Philadelphia, vice George 
W. Ritter. removed. 

John Willock, Pittsburg, vice Robert H. Kerr, 
removed, 

Isaiah Wing, Cincinnati, Ohio, vice J. D. War- 
ren, removed. 


i 
Crovall, removed, 
APPRAISENS. 
Richard Coe, Philadelphia, vice Henry Simpson, 
removed, 
Samuel Spsckman, Philadelphia, vice Thomas 
Stewart, removed. 
Abraham Inskeep, New Orleans, Louisiana, vice 
Shelden S. Clark, resigned. 
LAND OFPICERS. 
Registers. 
‘Thomas Scott, Chilicothe, Ohio, vice James S. 
| McGinnis. 
Hiram Decker, Vincennes, Indiana, vice A. Ba- 
dolet. 
Josiah D. Weston, Muscoday, Wisconsin Terri- 
tory, vice John V. Ingersoll, 
James Watson Riley, Lima, Ohio, vice John P 
Helfenstein. 
Henry Harrison, Dubuque, lowa, vice Benjamin 
R. Petriken. 
Garret Elkin, Springficld, Illinois, vice Marvel- 
lons Eastham. 
William Ross. Burlington, Iowa, vice Enns Lowe, 
Paraclete Putter, Milwankee, Wisconsin Terre 
tory, vice A. D, Merton. 
James Scott, Jeffersonville, Indiana, vice Mason 
J. Worelt. 
Receivers. 
Daniel G. Garasey, Dixon, Iilinois, vice John 
Dement. 
Jobu Beard, Crawfordoville, Indiana, vice Marks 
Crome. 
Ralph Guild, Jackson, Missouri, vice Felix G. 
Allen. 
Stoddard Judd, Green Bay, Wisconsin Territory, 
vice L S. Pease. 
Joseph C. Hawkins, Burlington, Iowa, vice Ver- 
plank Van Antwerp. 
Levi Sterling, Muscoday, Wisconsin Territory, 
vice Paschal Dequette. 


Norra rast pounnany survey. The N. Y. 
Commercial says: “The accuracy of col. Bauchette's 
survey of 1817, has heen questioned by the report 
of Messrs. Featherstorhaugh and Mudge; but in a 
recent elaborate report on the subject of the bounda- 
ry, col, B. not anly vindicates the correctness of bis 
eperation, bnt establishes the total incongruity aud 
fallacy of the statement of Mr. Featherstonhaugh. 
The report is, we understand, now in the hands of 


her niejesty's ministers. 

This paragraph appears as a nnte fo a biagraphicel 
sketch of col. Bouchette, in a late Quebec Gazette. 
We suppose there never was a more nnwortby, de- 


Philip J Gray, Camden, New Jersey, vice Morris | 


ROPRIETOR, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 


ceptive aud untrue public document than that same 
Mr. Featherstonhangh'a report; certainly never was 
one more speedily and effectually annihilates by 
Even the 
English papers seem to have soon became ashamed 
of it. Since.the first week or two alter its produc- 
tion in parliament we have never scen it quoted or 
even mentioned,” 

The Commercizl does not place too low an esti- 
mate upon the report af Mr. Featherstonhaugli.— 
Mr, F. never pvt (^0 non much more than a tithe 
of the teri aE i À 
with a mere dash o Ine pen, it most have disgus.« 
ed every honorable Lnglishman, and is regarded as 
iniquitous and ridiculous in the United St«tes. 


demonstration of utter wortLlessness. 


creas 
wt 


Porutatioy op ThE Unirrp Starss. The fol- 
lowing table was furnished to the senate hy the 
secretary of state, in obedience to a resolution of that 
bedy: 
| Statement showing the aggregate in the population 
of the several states and territories and in the 
District of Columbia under the last census, dis- 
tinguishing the number of whites, free persons 
of colur, and all other persons, as nearly as can 


be uscertained at this time. 
oe c ee 
Ez S sa | 38 d 
SINE pre E E: 
un X w "n DX iege 
Maine 500,438, 1,35* 501,793 
N.Ham.| 284,03( 537| 1| 284,574 
| Mass. 729.030) 8,66¢| || 737,699 
IR. Isla. d 106,587| 3,23f| 5 108,850 
| Conn. 301,856] 8,505 17) 309,948 
Vermont 29t,21* 136 291,948 
N. York | 2,3578,890| 50,027 4| 2,428,921 
N. Jersey} | 351,588! 21,044 671i} 373,308 
Penn. | 1,676,115; 47,854 64| 1,724,033 
Delaware | 58,561| 16,919 2,605 78,085 
Maryl'd 317,717) 62,020 89,495| 469,232 
Yirginia 140.96*| 49,84.) 448,987| 1,239,797 
N. Car. A84,871| 22,732| 245,817 753,419 
5. Car. 259,084| 8,27( | 327,088) 504,398 
| Georgia | 407,005| 2.759 280,844] 691,392 
| Alabama 335,185| 2,039) 253,53: 590,756 
| Miss. 179,074, 1,366) 195,211 375,651 
| Leuis’a 153,98: | 24,368) 165,216] 344,570 
Tenn. 640,627; 5,52°( 183,054); 829,510 
Kenty | 587,544] 7,809| 182,074} 776,923 
Ohio 1,502,12:| 17,34 Ej 1,519,467 
‘Indiana | 678,698) 7,165) *| 685,866 
Hlinois 472,354). 3,595 331 476,183 
| Missauri 823,888) 1,574 58,244 383,702 
Arkansa: 71,114 467 19,935 97,574 
Mich. 211,56 105 212,267 
Flo. T'er 27,728 826 25,559 54,107 
Wis. do. 30,56! 17 E 30,752 
lowa do. 42.864 15: 1g 43.035 
D.ef Col. 30,607, 4,361 4,694 43,712 
14,181,577 386,060) 2,483,536 17.051,180 
17,034,180 
Lafayette Parish, Louisiana, not includ- 
ed in the above 7,832 
Estimated population of Carter county, 
Kentucky, not included 3,000 
17,062,012 
Seamen in the service of the United 
States June 1, 1840 6,100 
Total population of tha U. States 17,068,112 
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COMMERCE AND NAVIOATION or THE Uniten | Letters, postage being paid to New York, will be 


Sratres. The Madisonian learns frem the annua 
statement of the commerco and navigation of the 
United States, communicated to the seuate by the 
secretary of the treasury, that the rmeours during 
the year 1840 amounted to $107,141,519, of which 
there wera imported in Ainerican vessels $92,802, 
352, and in foreign vassels $14,339,167. 

Tha exrorts during the same year amounted to 
$132,085, of which $113,895,634 were ot domestic, 
and $18,190,312 of foreign articles. Of domestic 
article, $2,030,898 were experted in American 
vessels, and $21,864,736 in foreign vessels, Of 
the foreign articles, $13,591,359 were exported in 
American vessels, and $4,598,953 1n fornigu vessels, 

Shipping. During the same year 1,576,946 tons 
of American shipping entered, and 1,646,000 tons 
cleared from the porta of tha United States. Of 
foreign shipping, 712,363 tons entered, and 706,484 
tons cleared during tbe same period, 
District tonnage. The registered tone 

nage for the year is atated at 
Enrolled and licensed tonnage, at 
And fishing vessels at 


899,764 
1,176,694 
104,304 


Tons, 2,180,76 
Tona employed in the whale fiahery, 136,926 


Tonnage of shipping built, Tha total tonnage 


^f shipping built in the United States, during the | 


year ending on tbe 30th of September, 1840, 
amounted to— 
Registered, 
Enrolled, 


56,121 
62,187 


118,309 


Tons, 


COMPARISON OF IMPORTS AND EXeOnTs. 
Amount of exports as above stated, $132,085,946 
Amount of imports do 107,141,519 


Excess of exports over imports. $24,944,429 


ARMY. 

Col. Worth in Florida. hia officer, who has 
just taken command in Florida, has issued an order 
suapending all negotiationa with the Indiana, and re- 
voking all passports, except, we suppose, a line from 
Harney, The Savannah Republican, in noticing 
hia urrival in the territory, says:—^Col. Warti com- 
mences hia campaign at a most iuauspicious season, 
surrounded by all the difficulties with which his pre- 
decessnra have contended, with no less than 1200 
men sick and the number increasing. Under these 
circumstances it would be uureasonsable to expect 
much for tha present, for it should be remembered 
thst those soldiers who sieken at this season are al- 


taken from the post office and duly forwarded. 

The Rasselas, at Boston, from river of Plate, 
touched off Montevideo 3d ult, and reports U. S. 
ship Concord, capt. Boerum, all well. "The R. left 
at Buenos. Ayres, April 29, U. S. schooner Enter- 
prise, commander Goldsborough, all well. 

Lieut. Hunter's invention. The Germ, Weno- 
lice with great gratification the arrival at the navy 
yard in this city, of the experimental steam-vessel 
vf lieut, Hunter in thirty-two hours frem Norfolk. 

The Gerim, as she ia most appropriately named, 
is propelled by lient. Hunter's submerged propellers, 
of which our readers have before scen some notice 
taken in our columns. 

MWe cannot too highly estimate the value of such 
an invention as this, and of that of Ericson, recently 

enn on the ship Neptune on her passage outward 

to Havana and homewards. Should they prove suc- 
cessful, as we have for some time past believed they 
would, their value tv the nation as a means of extia- 
guishing effectually the whole steam armament of 
the ordinary construction of any nation which may 
attack us, will be beyond computation. 

Too much credit cannot be given to the secretary 
of the navy for the prompt manner in which he lias 
sought to secure to the country the benefits of these 
inventions, by sending an experienced naval con- 
structor (Mr. Rhodes) to New York immediately af- 
ter tho return there of the Neptune, that he might 
| possess himself of the facts relative to the operations 
of Ericson’s propellers during her trip, and by the 
ineans adopted to bring into the public service the 
invention of lieut. Hunter, 

The Germ performed the trip from Gosport yard 
to Washington in 32 heurs, a distance of two hun- 
dred and forty tiles, ar thereabouts—and making 
at times nine miles per hour. 

This is but a germ, it is believed, of what she can 
do. The invention, it is believed, will also prove 
invaluable vo the inland commerce of the country, 
83 no greater wake or swell is prnduced by the action 
of this propeller than by the motion of an o.dinary 
boat, propelled by sails or otherwise, at the same 
speed. 

‘The Germ is believed to ba the smallest steam 
vessel ever aent to sea, being of hut 9 feet beam at 
the water line, and of 50 feet in length, drawing but 
2 feet water, and possessing 6 horse power. Her 
propellers are 5 feet in diametar, superficies of each 
paddle 4 a square foot, 

In passing through Hampton Roads against a 
heavy head sea and in the face of a strong N. E. 
hlow, her engine perfartned the usual number of re- 
volutions, and worked as stcadily as in smooth water, 
giving conclusive proof of the safety and fit adapta- 
tion of these propellers for sea navigation, 


most invariably disqualified irem doing more than | The well established fact, that the speed of a ves- 


DEBATE ON THE McLEOD CASE, 
IN SENATE, THURSDAY, JUNE 10. 

The question before the senate being the motion 
of Mr. Rives, to refer so mnch of the presidenta 
message as relates to onr foreign affairs to the com- 
mittee on foreign affairs, and Mr. Buchanan having 
concluded his remarks on the subject — 

Mr. Rives tose in reply, and commenced by ob- 

serving that, as a member of the committee on lo- 
reign relations, it was fit and necessary that he 
jshould offer some remarks on the subject which 
had thus been urged on the notice of the senate.— 
Nothing could present a inore striking example of 
the tendency of all subjects discussed ta our public 
bodies to assumea party character, than the remarks 
of the honorable senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Buchanan), which had just been submitted to the 
senate. The gentleman had commenced by a dis- 
claimer—most honestly uttered, Mr. R. had no 
doubt—of the influence of any thing like party leel- 
ings in whal he should say; and yet he had hardly 
entered upon the threslioll of his subject, when the 
habitual and unconscious bias of a party man, as 
the senator frankly avowed himself to be, exhibited 
itself in a manner too unequivocal to be mistaken. 

All who have had occasion to treat, in our legis- 
lative halls, questions such as that now presented 
to the notice of the senate, must have felt how dif- 
ficult it olten is to reconcile the impulses of an 
American spirit with the measure and reserve 
which might seen to be due to the natural suscepti- 
bilities of fareign powers. 1n the view taken by 
the honorable gentleman of the aggravaled charac- 
ter of the outrage perpetrated in the destruction of 
the Caroline,” Mr. R. said he heartily concurred. 
The gentleman had not uttered a word in reproba- 
tion of that transaction to which his heart and his 
judgment did not respond. But the very terms in 
which the senator denounced and characterised the 
aggression, made it a national wrong, to be redress- 
ed by national means, and not to be avenged by vi- 
sitiug the responsibilities of this public offence on 
the head of such an instrument as Alex. McLeod, 
if, indeed, he were at all an actor in the scene, as 
there is every reason to believe he was not. 

Mr. Rives said he should endeavor, in the outset, 
to recall the discussion to its trne merits—to the 
question of international law, which the senator 
from Peunsylvania bad adverted to only in the 
close of his remarks. He should place it in the 
loreground of the argument, because by it only can 
the conduct of the administratien, in the particular in 
which itis now impugned, be fairly tried aud judg- 
ed. He would not go back to recapitulate the his- 
tory of the controversy respecting the destruction of 
the Caroline, further than to show the new position 
which the question assumed immediately upon the 
accession of the present administration to power. 

This unwarrantable outrage, involving a violation 
ofthe national sovereignty over our territory, as 
well as the destruction of the lives and property of 
American citizens, was coinmitted in December, 
1837, and aroused a general feeling of indignation 
throughout the union. Our minister at London, 
under the instructions of the government here, ad- 
dressed, in May, 1838, a representation to the Bri- 
tish government on the subject, to obtain a **disa- 
vowal and disapproval of the act, and also such re- 
dress as the nature of the case required." Natwith- 
standing the enormity of the outrage, as painted in 
this very communication of our minister at London, 
drawn up in conformity to instructions from Wash- 


garriaon duty for the remainder of the aummer.— 
Tha experience of the five last years abundantly 
proves this assertion.” 


NAVY. 

The U.S. ship Ohio and Preble sailed from Toulon 
on the 8th inst., tha former for the United States— 
the latter for Mahen, 

The general naval court martial convened at the 
nevy yord, Brooklyn, on the 4th instant, adjourned 
on the 10th. The person tried was Henry Gar- 
burth, leader of the band of the ship North Carolina, 
on charges of “disubedience of orders" and «muti- 
nous conduct.” 

The court waa composed of the following officers: 
captains M. C. Perry, (president) Banjamin Cooper, 
William D. Salter, commandera Silas H. Stringham, 
Hirao Paulding, J. D. Williamson, Jas, McTatosh, 
Phil, Hamilton, judge advocate. 

United States exploring squadron. The New 
York Journal of Commerce aaya:—The United 
States naval lyceum will forwerd letter baga for the 
United Stawa exploring squadron in a iew days.— 


sel is accelerated hy an increased diametar of the | ington, the late administration, the senator’s politi- 
| paddle wheels, leaves no doubt that a vessel on lieut. | cal friends, in whom he thinks there was no want of 


Huuter's plun may be propelled as rapidly as one of 
equal aize by the propellers now in common use. 
This little steamer ia indeed a “germ” of great 
promise. It was presented to the notica of the hon. 
secretary of the navy soon after he assumed the 
duties of hia office 1n March last, and by hia char- 
acteristic discriminatien and promptness of action, 
jha has, within tha short period of three months, at 
trifling expense to the country, constructed ond put 
in operation this vessel, and thereby practically tcs- 
ted this important invention. [ Madisonian, 


Steam revenue cutters. The Boston Daily Adver- 
tiser ia strongly urging the propriety of employing 
atean cutters in the revenue service, and adduces 
an ample list of instances in which that species ol 
vessels could have rendered most important, nay in- 
valuable aervices in the c«use ot humanity, und been 
instrumental in saving not only life but property to 
an immense amount, There can be no doubt that 
the Advertiser ia right, and none whatever, that ita 
suggestions should be adopted hy the Government. 


energy in prosecuting the demand for redress, actu- 
ally slept over this national injury from May, 1838, 
to March, 1841, when they went out of power! And 
so profound was their slumber that, in a late debate 
in the house of commons, the British secretary of 
state for colonial affairs (lord John Russell) stated 
that the complaint of the American government 
was, for a long period, considered as dropped. It is 
true, that Mr. Stevenson, who could not but feel 
the awkward contrast between the lofty tone of his 
communication to lord Palmerston, in May, 1838, 
and the patient acquiescence which followed the 
long continued silence of the British government, 
did, in Joly, 1839, write to Mr. Forsyth to know if 
he should renew the subject with lord Palmerston, 
and, il so, the degree of urgency he should adopt. 
To which Mr. Forsyth replied no; "the president 
expects, from the TONE of Mr. Fox's CONVEASA- 
TION, that the British government will answer your 
application in the case, WITHOUT MUCH FURTHER 
DELAY.” But,in point of fact, no answer was 
given by the British governineut down to the peri- 
od of tlie late adininistration's exit from power. 

All this while, then, the destruction of the “Ca- 
roline? stood unexplained ard unavowed by the Bri- 
tish government, and there was nothing of a con- 
clusive natuze to determine, whether it was to be 
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viewed as an authorised act of an individual or as 
the public act of the British autborities. [un this 
state of things, McLeod, 10. November’ last, came 
into the state of New York, and having, from his 
idle, and, as is now universally believed, false 
boasts, incurred the suspicion of having been a 
guilly and conspicuous actor in the destruction ol 
the Caroline, he was arrested and indicted upon a 
charge of murder aud arson. Mr. Fox, on the 13th 
of December, demanded of the government of the 
U. States the liberation of McLeod, on the ground 
«that the destruction of the steamboat Caroline is 
well known to have been a publie act of persons in 
her majesty's service obeying the order of their supe- 
rior aulhorilies." Their demand was refused, be- 
cause the government of the U. States had no right 
to intertere with the judicial tribunals of N. York, 
which had taken coguizance uf the case; and in re- 
gard to the declaration of Mr. Fox, Mr. Forsyth 
stated that “if the destruction of the Caroline was 
a public act of persons in ber majesty’s service, 
obeying the order of their superior authorities, the 
fact has not been before communicated to the go- 
vernioent of the U. States by a person authorised to 
make the admission; and it will be for the court, 
which has taken cognizance of the offenee with 
which McLeod ts charged to decide upon its vali- 
dity, when legally established before it." Mr. Fox, 
recurring to the same subject, in bis letter to Mr. 
Forsyth of the 29th December, 1840, stated that 
“be was xol authorised to pronounce the decision of 


her inajesty's government upon the remonstrance | 


which had been addressed to it by the U. States 
against the act in question.” 

Thus stood the question at the accession of the 
presentadininistratinn. The destruction of the Ca- 
roline had not as yet been avowed by the Briltsh go- 
vernment asa public and authorised act. But on 
the 12th of March, eight days after the inaugura- 
tion of president Harrison, Mr. Fox addressed a 
tetter to Mr. Webster, secretary of state, informing 
him that he was then instructed by his government 
to state that “the transaction,” (the destruction of 
the Caroline within the territorial Iroits of the U. 
States), “on account of which McLeod was arrest- 
ed, was a transaction of a public character, planned 
and exeented by persons duly empowered by her 
majestv's enlonial authorities to take any steps and 
todo any acts which might be necessary tor the 
defence of her majesty’s territories, and for the pro- 
tection of her majesty's subjects: and, conseqnent- 
ly, that those subjects of her majesty who engaged 
in that transaction were performing an act of public 
duty, for which they cannot be made personally and 
individually answerable to the laws and tribunals of 
any foreign country.” Upon these grounds, he was 
instracted to demand azain froin the government of 
the United States the immediate release of Atexan- 
der McLeod. 

This communication of the British minister gave 
a new aspect to the subject, and presented for the 
consideration of the American cabinet a grave ques- 
tion, of the first importance in the intercourse and 
responsibilities of nations. The destruction of the 
Caroline, for a supposed participation in which 
McLeod had been arrested and indicted in the 
cnaris of New York, was now avowed by the Bii 
tish government to have been an act of public ini- 
litary torce, planned and executed by the compe- 
tent pablic authorities, in alleged defence of her 


military and naval force, done under your authority. 
Henceforward McLeod and others, who acted un- 
der your orders, must stand excused in the eye of 
the law. Let the courts, in the exereise of the ju- 
risdiction which ol right belongs to them, allow his 
plea of immunity and discharge; but we hold you | 
responsible in his place, through all those modes of 
international redress which the code of nations has 
provided for the prosecution or vindication of na- 
tional mghts. “The American peuple,” (and here, 
said Mr. R. I use in part, the very words of the an- 
swer returned by the secretary of state), “not dis- 
trustful of their abilily to redress public wrongs by 
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“Government would be impracticable, if every one 
of its instruments were to weigh its commands,” 
&c —Vattel, b. iil, c. 1t, sec. 187. 

In this passage, both the rule and the reason of 
it, respecting the iminunity from individual respone 
sibility of persons employed in military operations, 
are laid down in the most comprehensive terms.— 
They are regarded as mere instruments in the bands 
of the sovereign or superior authorities; as much so, 
in effect, as the bayonets they ply or the cannon 
they discharge. The rule, too, is expressed in 
|terinssn large and comprehensive as to apply to 
every kind of war, in regard to its character for jus- 


public means," is incapable of the poor revenge of 
pursuing an individual Inr a national offence, in 
which he was but the instrument of his government. 
Mr. Rives appealed to the senate—to the senti- 
ment of American pride—to that Roman spirit 
which, he believed yet survived in the bosoms of 
his countrymen, to say whether such a reply was 
not worthy of the country and the government!?— 
* Parcere subjectis et debellare superbos” was the dic- 
tate of a laity and magnanimous spirit, whether in 
individnals or in states, Historians have recunled 
the conduet of the Roinan senate on the occasion of 
their ambassador being killed by the subjeets of 
Demetrius, one of the ost powerful princes uf an- 
tiquity. Demetrions delivered up the perpetrators 
ol the act to the Romans; but the senate, suspect- 
ing that he had connived at or enconraged the 
crine, immediately sent back the individual offend- 
ers, notifying Demetrius that they would hold the 
sovereign, and not the subject, responsible. Isitin 
following the example ol that proud republic that the 
honorable senator from Pennsylvania finds a ground 
for imputing to the administration, in the case of 
MeLeo‘l, a want of proper national tone and spirit? 
But the senator tells us, also, that lie dissents en- 
tirely trom the views of the adininistration in re- 
gard to the principle of international law involved 
| inthe correspondence between Mr. Fox and the se- 
cretary of slate, What is the priuciple thus denied? 
I cite at, as the honorable senator did, from the let- 
| ter of instructions to the attorney general. It is 
there laid down in the lollowing words: 
| «Phere is, therefore, now an authentic declara- 
tion, that the attack on the Caroline was au act of 
| public force, done by military mea, under the orders 
of their superior officers, and 1s recognised as such 
| by the queen’s government.” -*"Thatan individual 
| forming part of a public force, and acting uuder ihe 
authority of his government, is not to be held an- 
swerable as a private trespasser or maletactor, is a 


all civilized nations, and which the government of 
tbe United States has no inclination to dispute.” 
The senator from Pennsylvania contends that this 
doctrine is applicable only to a state of open, for- 
inal aud declared war. In this I beg leave to diffez 
from him, It is applicable to every case of mili- 


tary aggression committed by military men, acting 
in obedience to their superior authorities, whethec 
it be in a state of general and formal war or not.— 
What is the reason ol the thing? Let us not stick 
in the letter, but look to the considerations on winch 
the rule is founded. Why are soldiers and military 
ien not held responsible for acts of violence and 
trespass committed, in military operations, on the 
persons and property ol citizeus of another nation? 
Because in those acts they are the mere instraments 


majesty's territories, and, as sach, was justified by | of a higher power, bound imperatively hy their al- 


her inajesty's government at home. However un- | leziance to yield their services at the call of the} 
warrantable the act, from that moment it could be | constitated authorities of their country, and to obey | 


viewed only as a national wrong, the full responsi- | implicitly the madera of their commanding ollice.s. 


bility of which was assumed by the British govern- | It is not for the soldier or the yoluuteer (lor tl 
ment, and ja which the individuals concerned were | both stand on the saime gronud) to iuquire into 
bat irrespoasible instruments, acting under orders | justice or legality of the orders he receives, His, 
duty is obedience, while the responsibility for his; 


which they were implicitly bound to obey. 


hey 


Under these circumstances, the present adminis- | orders is with his sovereign, or the superior officers | 


tration was called on, within the first week of its | wha issue them. 


And here I beg leave to refer the | 


principle ol public law, sanctioned by the usages of | 


the | 


official existence, to decide what course was due ta | honorable senator to his favorite. authority, (Vat- 

the national honor in this new attitude of things.— | tel), from which he read an extract, which I shall 

‘They could not but adanit that, by the principles of | presently show completely sustains, when properly 

public law, as recognised and sanctioned by the | understoad, the position he used it to assail The 

uses of all civilized uations, persons engaged in mi- | passage I am about to read refers ta the case ol a 

htary or naval enterprizes, under the orders of their | wanton and unjust war, of so tlagrant a character as | 
fawful superiors, eould not be held individually re-| to expose the sovereign who wages it to the unani- 

sponsible for what was done in the exeeution of | mous reprobation of the whoie family of nations.— | 
those enterprises. McLeod, however, was in the) The author there says: 

hands of the judicial tribunals of the country, and) «But, as to the reparation of any damage, are 
by regalar judicial process ouly conld he be dis- | the military, the general officers and soldier, obliged 
charged. The executive authority had no right to | in consequence to repair the injunes which they | 
interpose its arm tor his release, What, then, was | have done, not of their own will, bat as instruments 
the answer of the aduiinistration 10 the communica- | in the hands of their sovereign?" “Itis the duty | 
tion of the British government? It was such as Mr. | of subjects to suppose” the orders of the sovereign 

R. believed the senate wonld feel to be in aceord- | “just and wise," &c. “When, therefore, they have | 
ance with the honest national pride of every Ame- | lent their assistance. in a war which is afterwards 

riean bosom. It was, in substance, this, for he had | fonnd to be unjust, the sovereign alone is guilty.— 

not the answer of the secretary ot state then before | He alone is bound to repair the injmies. The sub- 

hun: You (the British government) now avow| jects, and in particular the military, are innocent; 

the destruction of the Caroline as a public act of] they have acted only froin a necessary obedience," 


tree, and to every degree of war, in respect to for- 
| mality, duration and extent. There are many 
| forms and varieties of the state of war. In general, 
a declaration of war is required, to constitute a so- 
| lemn or format war, But defensive war requires 
no declaration, nor even, on urgent occasions, an 
express order [roin the sovereign.” [Vattel, b. iii, 
c. 4, sec. 66.] So asto reprisals, and other specific 
and partial acts of hostility. They are not accom- 
panied with a declaration of war, and yet they are 
| public wars, thungh of the imperfect sort. Ruther- 
| lord, an able writer on the law of nature and of 
‘nations, has well described these various degrees 
aud denominations of war. He says: 
| “Ff one nation seizes tle goods of another nation 
| by force, upon account of some damage, &c. such 
| contentions by foree are reprisals. There may be 
likewise other acts of hostility between two nations 
whieh do not properly come under the name of re- 
prisats, such as the besieging each other's towns, or 
the sinking of each other's fleets, whilst the nations 
in other respects are at peace with one another. These 
are public wars, because naitons are the eontending 
parties, But, as they are confined to some particu- 
lar objects, they are of the ?mperfecl sort, &c.—B. 
ji. c. 9, s. 10. 

Of these informal and imperfect wars, neither ac- 
companied with a deelaration of war, nor extending 
into general and continued hostilities, the examples 
in mndern times are very nomerous. Not to speak 
of the memorable attack on Copenhagen, we have 
had, in our own day, repeated instances of these 
local, partial and isolated hostilities, amounting, 
nevertheless, during their continuance, to a state of 
war, and carrying with them all the legal conse- 
quences of that state. One instance was too fresh 
in his recollection, Mr. R. said, having occurred 
duriug the period of his residence in France, and 
furnished too apt an illustration of the principles 
under, discussion, not to justily a passing notice. 
While the tyrant Don Miguel was on the throne of 
Purtagal, he practised the grossest atrocities, not 
only on his own subjects, but on foreigners resident 
in his kingdom. The subjeets of France came in for 
a large share of these injuries and indignities. Fail- 
ing to obtain snitable reparation for them by negotia- 
tion, France resorted first to reprisals on the Portu- 
guese flag; but these, too, failing of their desired ef- 
| lect, she despatched a squadron under admiral Rons- 
| sin, which lorced the entrance of the Tagus, and 
passing through the fire of the fortress which line 
its banks, and anchored within gunshot of the royal 
palace. The required concessions were speedily 
yielded to this vigorous display of force, and admi- 
ral Roussin returned in a few days to Brest, with 
the whole Portuguese fleet in his train, as the tro- 
phy of his sudden and successful coup-de-inain. 
Here was no formal or declared war. It was an 
isolated act of force. And yet will any one contend 
that if a sailor of adiniral Roussin had been after- 
wards found in Portagal, he could have been made 
personally answerable for the loss of life or destruc- 
tion of property which inay have attended the ope- 
ration in which he bore a part? 

But Mr. R. said he wonld hasten to present to 
the senate a most respectable authority on the laws 
of nations, which is direct and explicit to the point 
in question. Before doing so, he would merely pre- 
inise that the legal effects attributed by publicists 
to a state of war related, first, to the impunity of 
individuals for any injury to person or property 
they might ¢omiit in tbe execution of wilttary 
Operatinus, and, seeondly, ta the right of properly 
acquired in goods taken hy one beligerent from 
another. The passages he was about to read from 
Rutherlord would show that both of these conse- 
quences applied as well to imperfect and informal 
wars, to reprisals, and to isolated acts of hostility, 
as to wars of the more formal and solem kind. First, 
he says: 

«The external lawfulness of what is done in a 
war, in respect of the members of a civil society, 
extends to publie wars of the imperfect sort, to aets 
of reprisals, or to other acts of hosliiily," &c.—Ru- 
thertorth, b. ii, c. 9, s. £5. 

And again he says; 

“Neither the reason of the thing nor the common 
practice of nations will give them any other impu- 


| 
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nity, orallow them any otherwise to obtain promti The senator from Pennsylvania put a case which 
34 whal is luken, where war has been declared, than | he seemed to suppose would fairly test the princi 
in the less solemn kinds of war. which are made | ple of international law involved 1n this discussion. 
without a previous declaration,” Ke. “Inthe fess} He asked it col. MeNab should, under the orders 
solema kinds of war, what the members do, who lot the colonial authorities of Canada, seize and rob 
act under the partienlar direction and authority of | the mail of the United States, could he set np his 
their nation, is hy the law of nations no personal | orders as a bar to a prosecution for such an offence 
crime in them; they cannot, therefore, be punished | 1n the American courts? The case pnt has not the 
consistently with this Jaw for any actin which it | remotest analogy to the case ol McLeod. Sucha 
considers them only as the fustruments, and tbe na- | proceeding would be a common felony, incapable 
tion aa the agent." — Jdem, b. ii, c. 9, s. 18. [ol being sheltered under any plea of military obe- 

Mr. R.said he would put one wore case, and jdierce, The duty of a military ian can never 
only one more, in order to bring toore immediately | lay hiin under the oblization ol becoming a bigh- 
home to the senate the principle we have been dis jae robber. The capture and destruction of the 
cussing. He relerred to the attack npon the frigate | Caroline, on the other hand, however unjustifiable 
Chesapeake. Et ocensred in a time of profonnd | upon any sound application of the principles of ìn- 
peace, on the bosoin. of one of our great estuaries, | ternational law,is shown by all the correspon- 
and within the jurisdiction of his own native com |derce and documents relating to it to have been a 
monwealth. Would gentlemen have held the sailors | military and naval operation, governed by all the 
and marines of the Leopard personally amenable to | rules and diseipline of military service and subor- 


our laws, and avenged the national insult upon 
them? I presume not. 

[Mr. Benton, speaking across; ! would have hang- 
ed every one of (hein. ] 

The senator fiom Missouri, we all know, said 
Mr. R. loves a sninmary mode of proreeding, but 
would such an act have been recognised by civiliz- 
ei nations, and approved by the general sense ol 
mankind? For the sake of resening the conflicts 
of war froin the crnelties and bitterness of personal 
revenge, the principle of individual immunity has 
been established by the code of nations; and | rather 


think that the senator himself, npon reflection, | 


would have pursued a nobler course. He would 
have obeyed the suggestions of a lollier chivalry, 
and directed his demands lor redress to the otlend 
ing sovereign, and not have wreaked his vengeance 
upon an involuntary instruinent and an unresistiug 
victim. 

Mr. R. said he would now proceed to show that 
the passage read by the senator iron Pennsylvania 


foin Vattel, and on which be so confidently relied | 


to assail and overthrow tlie position a-suined by the 


adiwinistration in r: tation to the principle of public | 


law involved in the ease of McLeod, was, in truth, 
an authovity directly and expressly sustaining that 
position, Let us again read the passare which the 
gentleman cited liam the author, b. ii, c. 6, s. 74 
and 75. lt consists of two sections, The fist is 
in the following words: 

"But if à. nation or its chief approves and rati- 
fies the act of the individual, it then becomes a 
publie concern; aud the injured party is to consider 
tue nalion as the real author of the injury, of which 
the citizen was, perhaps, only the instrument.” 

Now, this describes identically the case of Mc- 
Leod. in reference to the burning and destruction ol 
the Caroline. The act bas been approved and rati- 
fied by the British government, and consequently, 
in the words of Vattel, it “then becomes a public 
question?! between nation and nation, in which the 
government of the individual is the real and only 
responsible party. But the honorable senator pass- 
ed slightly over ibis section, aud. dwelt with parti- 
cular emphasis on tie 75h section, which wamedi- 
ately loliows, and is in these words: 

“Hf the offended state has 11 her. power the indi- 
vidual who has done the injury she may, witout 
seruple, briog hnn to justice and punisti hin. H 
he has escaped and returned to his own conntiy, 
she ought to apply to the sovereign to have justice 
done in the case,” 


‘dination. 

E come now (said Mr. R ) to notice some ol 
{bose topies of party discrimination which the bo- 
norable senator trom Pennsylvania, notwitfistaod 
tug his usual parliaroentary courtesy, scattered 
with no stioted band in the progress of his obser- 
vations. He told us of some mysterious panic 
which seemed to have seized upon the minds of 
inen. in regard to our relations with England, ex- 
tending to government and people. The gentle- 
inan seemed to insinuate that it was under the in- 
fluence of this nanie that the attorney general was 
despatehed with fiery speed to Lockport, attended 
| by a gatlant and distinguished general officer of the 
army, (major general Scott), to shield MeLeod 
fiom impending danger. In order to complete 
this (ancy picture, the honorable senator, lor the 
want of other material, brought in the precipitate | 
return of the Mediterranean squadron as the etfret 
of this same panic at Washington! If the public 
| journals have not grossly falsified the facts con- 
nected with this affair, the retuin of the Mediter- 
ranean sqnadron was owing to communications ad. 
dressed airectly to its commander by the American 
minister at London; and if there was any panic in! 
the case, the gentleman must fix it elsewhere than! 
at Washing'on. So lar was the government froin 
being privy to this movement, that the Brandywine, 
the avant-courier of the returning squadron, had 
no sooner dropped her anchor within onr waters, 
than she was sternly and promptly ordered back to 
her station, 

Mr. R said he did not exactly apprehend for 
what purpose the senator from Pennsylvania had 
alluded to the mission of major general Scott to the 
frontier, in company with the attorney general; but 
there seemed to be an intimation that it was to pro- 
tect McLeod from the anticipated violence of popu- 
lar excitement. 

[Mr. Buchanan promptly disclaimed any such al- 
lusion.] 

Mr. Rives. 1 am banpy to find myself mistaken 
io what | supposed to have been the meaning ol the 
honorable senator. It gives ine pleasure to inform 
him, irom a document. now. before me, (a letter ol 
governor Seward to the secretary of war, dated 17th 
March last), lor what purpose this gallant defender 
of bis country in war and guardian ol her honor in 
peace was sent to the frontier. tt was for an ohject 
[io mee In accordance with his own noble callinz— 


to meet the possible contingency of an invasion ol 
fa pornon of our territory from the adjoining pro- 
| Vince—a calling to which, L inust be permitted to 


The senator from Pennsylvania read this section | say, that distinguished officer, already covered wilh 
as if it applied. tothe same case supposed in the {glory by liis deeds in arms, had added a new illns- 


preceding section, to wit: where the act has been 
approved and tatified by the sovereign, But it is f 


tiation by his assiduous and suecesspnl. etforts to 
inaintaio the tranquillity of our frontier, and to pre- 


pertectly evident from the last sentence of the sec- | serve from intennption, 29 yet the peace of two 


lion that st does not; lor it wonld be itle and absurd 
to apply to a sovereign to have justice done upon 
his subject, when he had already ratified and ap- 
proved the actol that subject. his section, there- 
fore, must necessarily contemplate the case where 
the act of a foreign subject has not. been approved 
and ratified by his sovereign, and affirins the piin 
ciple that, in such case, the oflended state may, by 
virtue of her jurisdiction aver all persons within 
her territory, punish. the offending individual, 
though a foreigner, if she have Iii in. her power. 
It does not cantradict, in any degree, the principle 
Jaid down in. the preceding section, that, where the 
act has been approved and ratified by the sovereign, 
he 15 responsible for the injury, ail the individual 
is to be regardeil only as the instrument. {tis an 
universal rule of interpretation that, where there 
asan apparent conflict between parts of the same 
VN or law, -uclia constinetion shall be made, 
if possible, as will give effect to both. The ob- 
vious explanation given above of these two see. 
tions of Vattel satisfies this rule, as well as the 
pluin import of the text, 


great and kindred nations, 

| bey leave (said Mr R.) to ask fhe senator fiom 
| Pennsylvania, in what proceedings ol the govern- 
‘ment he finds the evidence of an nnbecoining spirit 
jof concession to the demands of the British go- 
jvernment? The Butish inimster, “in the name of 
| hiis government, formally demanded the tmmediate 
release of Alexander MeLeod." Was the demand 
granted? No, sir; it was firmly refused, and that 
refusal vietoriously placed on grounds intimately | 
, connected with the sanetity of American institu. 
|uons.. The Biitish minister informed the secretary 
[of state that ber majesty’s government is “of opi- 
| nion that the capture and destrnection of the Caro. 
line was a justifiable employinent of force for the 
| purpose ol. defending the Biitish territory from the 
| unprovoked attack of a band of British rebels and 
| American pirates, who, having been permitted to 
larm and organize themselves within the territory ol 
the United. States, had actually invaded and ocen- 
|pied a portion of the temitory of her majesty.” 
| How was this met? By controverling every point 


Jin the justification, intervening, in the course of the 


reply, a new, just and powerful defence of the high 
moral character of our legislation and poiiey on the 
subject of neutral obligations, aud holding np the 
mirror,” tothe Bntisb government, reflecting the 
aggravations and enormilies of the destruction of the 
Caroline in a light and colors so vivid as to lead, it 
is hoped, to a reconsideration of that act, revolling 
alike to humanity and to our national sensibility and 
honor. 

The honorable senator complimented our minis- 
ter at London for the able and eloqnent manner in 
which he had presented this subject to the British 
government. Far be it trom me to abate a * jot or 
tittle” [rom the praises bestowed by the senator 
upon this distinguished citizen of iny own state; but, 
without disparagement to him, E imay ask, when 
before has so powerful and graphic a picture of 
that outrage, speaking to the moral and almost to 
the bodily sense, been exhibited as inthe following 
extract ol the reply of the secretary of state to Mr. 
Fox? 

“Ft must be shown that admonition or remon- 
strance to the persons on board the ‘Caroline’ was 
impracticable, or wonll have been unavailing; it 
umsat be shown that day-lizht conli not be waited 
for; that there could be no attempt atdiscrunination 
hetween the innocent amt the g illy; that it would 
not have been enough to seize and detain the ves- 
sel; but that there was a necessity, present and ine 
evitable, for attacking her in the darkness. of the 
night, while moored to the shore, and while une 
armed men were asleep on board, killing soie and 
wounding others, and then drawing ber into the cur- 
rent, above the eataract, setting her on fire, and 
careless to know whether there inizht not be in her 
the innocent with the guilty, or the living wilh tha 
dead, coininitling her to a fate which fnis the ima- 
ginalion with horror." 

Was there any want of American spirit in all 
this? No, sir, no. The destruction of the Caro- 
line being at length avowed by the British govern- 
toent as a publie act, the admin stration could not 
hut feel that it was unworthy of its own character 
and of the character of the nation, todignily a miser- 
able and subordinate instrument who may have been 
employed in it, by making hin the selected object 
of national vengeance. It could not but feel also 
that the principle of public law which exempts 
these subordinate instruments froma individual re- 
sponsibility for acts done in obedience to the cor- 
petent public authorities is a principle loirnded. in 
reason and humanity, and recognised bv the uni- 
versal practice of civilized nations, What, then, 
did it becoine a high-minded and honorable governe 
ment to do, nnder these circumstances? Frankly 
and unreservedly to adinit the principle—to put it- 
self in the right—and to do whatever should de- 
volve on it as a moral and responsible power, to fulfil 
and maintain the ngbt. It had a higher gamne—a 
nobler iaission than to make war upon MeLeod. 

It would not comply with the demand 10 release 
him, lor that was not of its provinee; but thinking 
that the courts, in the exercise of their own proper 
jurisdiction, ought to release hiin, and charged with 
the international relations of the country, it felt 
itself called on, withont interfering with the func- 
tions of an.independent department of the govern- 
ment, lo contiibute its moral influence in support 
ol a great principle of international intercourse, on 
the due observance of which the harmony of na- 
tions essentially depends. The attorney general of 
the United States was, therefore, furnished. from 
the archieves of the governinent, with authentic 
evidence ol the avowal by the Biitish governinent 
of the destrnction of the Caroline as a publie. act 
done under its authority, and was instructed to visit 
the scene of MeLeod's trial with the single view of 
placing that evidence at Ins disposal, aint of seeing 
that he had the full benefit of the constitional pro- 
vision which secnres to “the accused, in all. ertini- 
nal prosecutions, the right to a speedy and publie 
trial by an impartial jury—to be confronted with 
the witnesses against tiim—to have process for ob- 
taining witnesses in. his favor, and to have the as- 
sistance of counsel for his defence." To have 
done less under the cireninstances ol the case, 
would have been to betray a sacred duly which 
the governinent owes to itself, to the country, to the 
cause of humanity, and tothe peace and harmony of 
nations. 

But the senator fromm Pennsylvania thinks that 
the administration shonld have been restrained [rom 
yielding to these dictates of duty and humanity, by 
a sentiment of self respect, in consequence of what 
he denomtmates a menace contained in tbe commn- 
nication o1. Mr. Fox. In what does the gentleman 
find this menace? In these words: “Her majesty’s 
government enteeals the president of the United 
States to take into his most delberate consideration 
the serious nature of the consequences which inust 
ensue from a rejection of this demand.” Now, sir, 
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however earnest thìs language, I must say [ see 
1nore of depreciation than of menace in it. Froin 
what school of deplomacy the honorable senator has 
drawn the sensitive and fastidious standard he ap- 
plies to this communication, l know not. But I 
have thought that, in this practical and utilitarian 
age, notions so jealous and so sublunated had given 
place to directness and simplicity of speech, and 


that an appeal to the candid. reflection of a foreign | 


government on the consequences which night en- 
sue from the omission or performance ol certainacts, 
if made in a tone of courtesy and Iriendly expostu- 
lation, was always held to be adinissible, and some- 
thoes, indeed, proper. 

Itas a little remarkable that language almost iden- 
tical with this, in a letter of Mr. Fox to Mr. For- 
syth, of 29h D.cember last, should have passed 
without aronsing, in the slightest degree, the jea- 
lous sensibili ies of gentlemen. In that letter, Mr. 
Fox says to Mr. Forsyth: 

©] cannot but see the very grave and serious con- 
sequences thut must ensue 1. besides the iajury al- 
ready inflicled upon Mr. McLeod, ol a vexations 
and unjust imprisonment, any further hario may be 
done hun in the progress of this extraordinary pro- 
ceeding ” 

Bot | must say, Mr. President, that punctilios | 
like these ate not of substance sufficient, in my | 
opinion, to occupy. in this age of the world, the 
grave discussions of a body like the senate ot the | 
U. States. The calm dignity of conscious strength | 
js not prone to be astute in unagining orsaspectl..g 
insult. It is ever self poised and collected repos- 
ing on the sense of its power, and the justice of 
its cause. Such, I trast will ever be the attitude 
and bearing of this gallant republic of ours. Least 


secretary of state and of the administration; it pos- 
sessed a good deal of interest intrinsically, and there- 
fore, holding a place upon the cominittee on foreign 
relations, to whom it might be thought appropriately 
to belong, he ventured to subitita tew thoughts npou 
it less ina'urely considered than he could have 
wished. He feared he could add httle to the splendul 
and masterly speech of Lhe senator from Virginia, 
(Mr. Rives). 


IL confess (he proceed 


led) that when T read, afew 


(Mr. Brchunan ) has commented, it seemed to ine 
written wat 
would satisty the judgment and feelings of the whole 
Ainericaa people. The views it presented I thought 
sound, clear and some of them new; the manner 
not an unitaportant consideration, good, frank, de- 
cided, not ruile, not boisterous, not timid; and the 
whole tone, temper aud spirit elevated, national, 
Aanericau— worthy of the man, the cause aad tlie 
country. The objections taken to it in this debate 
seemed to me to be its essential merits. By cou- 
ceding just what he iid, aud by denying just what 
he did, he had gone far, I thought, to withdraw this 
controversy about the Caroline [10m the false posi 
tion it rest upon; and to place it onsuch grounds that 
it may be adjusted with ease and honor, or, il we 
must fight, that nay carry into battle the approbation 
of onr own consciences, aud the supports ofa just 
pride. 

So the letter struck my mind. 


Other gentlemen, 


in the first place a doubt is intimated by the distin- 
auished senator from Pennsylvania whether the con- 
cession of the secretary that a person in the asserted 


of all will it permit i'sell to be restrained from do- 
ing what is right by the most unworthy of alltears 
—-the fear of being thought afraid.” 

The senator hom Pennsylvania, seems to have | 
forgotten the illustrious and honored name which 
was at the head of this governinent when ifs course 
was taken in regard to the affair of McLeod. He 
indulged himself in patting to the senate the 
hanghty mien and indisnant defiance with which 
he supposes Andrew Jackson would have treated 
the demand of the British minister if he bad still 
held the reins of power. Though the hero of New 
Orleans was nof then in the chair of state, one, his 
compeer in boldness, in fearlessness, in dignity — 
one who had been familiar with every forin of dar- 
ger in the field, and was not to be daunted by the 
reflection of terrors, real or imaginary, in the cabi- 
net—one whom the people of America bad select- 
ed for liis military and civil services to fill the seat 
which Washington had occupied—a veteran who | 
never shrank from a contest with British power, | 
face to face, was there. Does the gentleman sup- 
pose that he, too, was panic-stricken? 

The senator [rom Pennsyivaoia may dismiss his 
apprehensions, that the honor of the country will 
be compromised in the hands of those to whom the 
nation has entrusted its keeping. The chtef magis- 
trate, who now so worthily fills the place of the 
lamented Harrison, has given, in a lite of honorable 
aml patriotic service, pledges on which the coun- 


predicainent ol McLeod 1s entitled to immunity, 
assuines an accurate position of international law. 
He argues that it does nol; and he holds the opinion 
that we may well enough bang that person lor roh 
bery and murder; that we may do this in entire 
contorinity with the received ameliorated codes of 
international law of the nineteenth century, and 
without justly bringing on ourselves a murmur ol 
disapprobation from any ol the families of man, 
or any individnal of any family. Sir, let us panse 
fora moment ou tlus greal questions of the na- 
tions. 

What is the concession of the secretary of state? 
Why only and exactly this: that a soldier or sailor— 
de facto such—actually engaged in a military or 
naval enterprise of force, under the authority, in 
obedience to the command of lus government, and 
keeping himself within the scope of that authority, 
is not guilty, as the law of nations is adininisteiei 
to-day, of a crime against the municipal code of the 
country upon which he thus helps to carry war, that 
he is not punis i 
try; and that the responsibilty rests upon his own 
government alone to answer, as nations answer for 
their crimes to their equals. That is the concession. 
He does not deal at all with the case ol a soldier 
straggling away from his colors to couinit a solitary 
and separate murder. He does not deal with a case 
of alledged excess of authority. He supposes bim to 
obey the precise directions o 


try can repose. He has announced the maxims of 
his policy towards foreign powers in temos which 
cannot but command the universal assent—fo render 


justice to all, submilting to injustice from none; and | sub 


while sedulously cultieating the relations of peace and 
amity with the rest of the world, esleeming it * his inost 
imperative duly to see thut the honor of the country 
shalt sustuin no blemish.” To these sentiments oi | 
the president, we find a faithful echo in the langnage 
of the secretary ol state in the close of his letter to | 
Mr. Fox: This republic does not wish to disturb 
the tranquillity ol the world. Its object is peace, its 
policy peace. But still it is jealous of its rights, 
and among others, and most especially of the right 
of the absolute immunity of its territory from ag- 
gression abroad; and these rights it is the duty and 
delermination of this government fully, and at ail 
times, to maintain, while it will at the same time 
as scrupulousty relrain from infringing oo the righls 
ol others.” In sentiments such as these, we have 
an abundant guaranty that nothing will be done or 
suffered by the present administration which shall 
strike us irom the high rank among the nations 
where the virtaous struggles of our ancestors have 
placed ns, and that i! will steadily pursue the noble 


and comprehensive rule of action laid down by one | 


of onr early and most illustrious presidents, fo me- 


rit the charucter of a just, and to maintain that of an | 


independent nation, prefering every consequence to 
insult and habitual wrong. 
FRIDAY, JUNE I]. 


| fonus any part of the 


so doing, lie declares him clothed with a personal 
immunity. 

It has been said in soine o 
ject, although not here, 
Caroline alter the who 
hat 
cessary and distmiet and 
shnre. I can say only to this that no such fact 
basis of the opinion of the 
had either. never heaid of it, or he 
disbelieved it, or he assumed that the courts of 
law or the attorney general would allow its proper 
influence to a discliminating circuinstance so Hn- 
portant. 

Ht you turn to the fourth p 
may see that the wurder for 4 hich he supposes 
Leod is indicted was “a murrler alledged to have 
been committed ia the attack,” lorming an insepara- 
ble, very painful part of the eutire military violence 
| exerted to capture and desticy the vessel, and not 
succeeding, For the purposes uf the concession, he 
| takes for Ime the express declaration of Mr. Fox, 
ethat the transaction on account of which Mr. Me 
Leo has been arrested and ts to be put on lus trial,” 
including the bomicide as an un 
it, “was a public transaction” con 
jesty’s government, — 

Such 18 the concession. 
init, first, that the concession ts rig : 
ternational law; and then, that if was the duly of 


inalicinus murder on 


secretary. He 


age of bis letter you 


L have the honor to sub- 
hit in point of in- 


Mr. Choule regietied to be obliged to consume a 
moment of the crowded time of the senate in a dis- 
enssion which could produce no practical results. 
But the subject was forced upon the friends of the 


the secretary of state fo make it, and of the govern- 
ment to act upon il, exactly as it was made and acted 
upon. 

In entering on 
serve that, to a certain distance, we procee 


{his investigation, then, you ob 
d on al 
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days since, the letier ol the secretary of state toj 
Mr. Fox, on which the senator fiom Pennsylvania, | 


h much ability, and that. ir ought to and | 


or, at least, one other, regard it ditferently. Aud | 


hable as [or such crite by that coun- | 


[his government, and, | 


f the discussions of tliis | 
that McLeod left the | 
le object of the enterprise | 
| been. accomplished, and committed an nnne- | 


Me- | 


avoidable incident in , 
ducted by ber ma- | 


- 
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‘sides of the senate harmoniously together. Tims, 
it is adinitted by the senator (rom Pennsylvania, and 
by every boly, that persons taken fighting, or for 
having fought, in the hattles of an open, general re- 
gularly dectare war, are not responsible as for erime 
committed by the aet ol fighting against the coun- 
| try which they devastate and wrap in mourning aud 
| blond. They become technically prisoners of war. 
As such, on a principle of policy, as a mode of pro- 
secuting war, they are subjected to restraint; impri- 
soned. held to ransom, exchanged, and otherwise 
disposed of, with more or less indulgence and tinma- 
| mty. according to circumstances. But criminals, 
10bbeis, murderers, by the act of fighting, althengh 
the act mvolved the destruction of property and li e, 
they are uot, by the theory or practice of any civi- 
lized race ol men, 

Thus far we proceed together, On this admitted 
| principle we all stand; and from this we all take 

our departure. The truth is, the nations have agreed, 
| and tha! agreement makes the law of nations, that tt 
is a duty and a virtue in the individual citizen, his 
first duty, tus bighest virtne, to be obedient to his 
own government. They have agreed to regard hin, 
as om own Decatur, the elilest Decatur, said of his 
chiltren, as the property of his country. Whither- 
|soever he goes, whatsoever he does, wheresoever 
| he lies down slain in battle, in obedience fo her 
sacred and parential command, it is, as the general 
linte, not imputed to him for crime at all. His na- 
| tion, his nation, the collective nalnral person, must 
| answer it on the high places of the world, and to the 
whole extent of the undefinable iesponsibilities of 
War. 

If. therefore, McLeod had been one of those bo- 
dies of troops which during the last. war, occasion- 
| ally passed our line of boundary, burning our dwel- 
| lings and killing our people, and had been taken even 
| at the time, and with the red hand, he could not have 
| been declared guilty of a crime against any law of a 
state or of the union. 

Setting out from this admi'ted principle, the real 
question is, whether the special cireumstances under 
which MeLeod's government sent hitn forth to this 
midnight work ol strile and blood, withdraw from 
he protection of the principle of individual immu- 
| nity with which humanity and wisdoin have reliev- 
led and adorned the law of nations. What were 
| those special ciretunstances! Exactly these. He 
was a soldier or sailor. de facto, for the lime, for the 
act, ia a military and nayal expedition of force, 
planned and sent abroad by bis own legitimate go- 
vernment, having the right to exact his service to 
the last drop of his blood: sent abroad, not to plun- 

but, as it represented to him when it called him 

of his bed, and disclosed its purpose, to do an 
act for the defence of the country lie lived in against 
invasion. This expedition was a single act, not 
sreceded nor followed by any other; it was preced- 
ed by no declaration of war, and, as this govern- 
ment alleges, it was unjustifiable. Such were the 
circutnstances; and the question we debate is, do 
they withdraw him from the principle of personal 
respoisibility? 

Let me say, then, first, hal in proceeding to de- 
terinined whether that principle shall or. not be ap- 
plied to a given special ease arising in the ever-va- 
rying developments of things, the inclination of 
civilized states will be, and ought to be, to take the 
principal largely and liberally 10 favor of individual 
immunity, aud of exclusive national responsibility. 
Every motive which operated to introduce the pins 
ciple into the law of nations at first, is a motive to 
an enlarged and beniguant construction and appli- 
cation of it to day. Its adoption or ginally marked 
a vast advance on the ferocious systems of what we 
call natural society. It was a grand trinmph of 
reason as well as humanity. Policy and wisdom 
carried the world up to it, as well as right feeling. 
It was resorted to to relieve war of its horrors while 
it lasted; to make it easier io go back to peace, 
l which is the. tre condition of man; to ameliorate 
the stein lot of the millions. whom, in one age and 
in one country and another, force or patriotism 
crowds into the rauks ol their conntry; and to litt 
up war itself from a vulgar and dreary business of 
general bntchery to a service ol glory, ia which 
great souls inay engage without degradation and 
without deterioration. These were the motives in 
which the principle was made part at first of the 
law of nations, and every oue of them isa motive 
to give it the most expanded application iu the light 
of this better day. Sir, it 1s one of the brightest 
glories of civilization. Do not cause it to be dim- 
ined by a penuricns and reluctant interpretation anıl 
l'application! To do so would be to misconceive the 
| duection in which the world is moving. I do wot 

know when wars shall wholly cease, but I believe, 
| T trust, that as the world comes hearer to that time, 
[it will regaré war more and more every day as an 


1 
| 


| der, 
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enormous evil if a necessary evil, and will desire to 
relieve it more and more every day, by the offices 
of Christian and of chivalrous torbearance towards 
individual actors, struck down, disarmed, and unre- 
sisting. 

Giving, then, to the law of personal immunity 
that enlarged effect which the time and the country 
demand, let us attend to the special circumstances, 
one by one, which mark the case of McLeod, and 
see if they do or do not leave him the protection 
which is thrown round the captive of open, regular 
War. 

In the first place, observe that the expedition on 
which he went out was an expedition of war. It was 
not an expedition torob the mail, or to roba hen roost, 
or to throw an assassin or spy into an eneiny's camp, 
by which happy analogies we have had it. illustrat- 
ed. It was an enterprise of war; undertaken under 
the iron responsibilities, surrounded by the iron 
rights of war. Its exact legal denomination is ‘in- 
formal, insolemn hostility.” Let us call things by 
their right names, and hold England and hold our- 
selves np consistently to this view of the transac- 
tion. Look atit. There was a forcible temporary 
occupation of our territory by an armed foreign bo- 
dy, acting in organization, sent across by a loreign 
government, as a government, not for plunder, but 
as an alleged grave measure of state policy—for the 
alleged defence of its own soil and its own law 
against revolutionary invaders froin without. What 
sort of act is that, sir? The mover is a government; 
the inducement a high reason of state; the instrn- 
ments and the effects such as ordinarily do the work, 
and mark the giant tread of war. Armed men vio- 
lently assail a vesse] moored on our waters, owned 
by onr citizens, reposing, as we allege, beneath the 

rotection, not forfeited, of the folds of our flag. It 
isthe ery of brief, but actual battle, which rises | 
above the murmur of that onward, unreturning | 
stream. The peace of our territory was disturbed, 
ifs sanctity was violated, the charmed life of an 
American citizen was taken in fight, the property 
of an American citizen, itself pait of the general | 
wealth of the community, was destroyed. This, 
sir, in the language of the publicista, is ‘informal 
hostility’? against the United States, and the respon- 
ability of England who ordered it to be committed, 
and the immunity of the soldiers who enforced the 
order with the bayonet and cutlass, result, of course, 
according to the principle on which, as I have said, 
we all take our stand, and in which all publicista 
agree. [ do not say that by this act England intended | 
to begin a war on the United States or to impair 
our strength, diminish our treasure, or insult our flag 
asanation. Certainly not. But the act which she 
does is to invade our territory forcibly and unlaw- 
fully, tor the purpose of reaching and destroying the 
property of one of our citizens, which she had no 
right so to reach and so to destroy, and to effect that 
purpose by military violence and by shedding inno- 
cent blood in battle. And this actis hostility against 
us, because our rights are outraged, and they are 
outraged by the methods and the processes, and ac- 
cording to the forms of war; and because every na- 
tion and every man must be lioiden to intent the | 
acts which he does, and their necessary conse- | 
quences. How do you distinguish this proceeding 
from the attack on Copenhagen, in 1808, to which 
the senator trom Virginia alluded last evening? 
What was that transaction? England, cherishing no 
hostile feeling against Denmark, (for Deninark, hke 
herself, was actually in arms against the emperor of 
the French), conceived a fear that that ancient, gal- | 
lant, but not very powerful nation might fall betore | 
him, in which case her sixteen ships of war would 
become his—a formidable accession to the strength 
by which he was urging forward his aim of univer- 
saldominion. Thereupon she sent admiral Gambier 

to Copenhagen, bombarded it, killed and wounded 

above a thousand persons, and carried off the whole 
Danish fleet. That is, she forcibly invades the Da- 

nish territory for the purpose of possessing herself 
of divers ships, of which, as against Denmark, she 

bad no right to take possession; not for the purpose 

of weakening or insulting her, but to prevent their 

becoming, in other hands, the instruments of annoy- 

ance against herself. So here. She invades our 

territory with military lorce, for the purpose of pos- 

sessing herself of a vessel, of which, as against ns, 

she had no right thus to take possession; not to 

weaken or insult us, but to prevent its bein, in 
other hands, the instrument of annayance against 
herself. The cases are alike cases ot informal war 
against the nation whose national rights are invaded, 
In the atfair of Copenhagen, the ohject of the in- 

vasion was the capture of the Danish government 
ships. If, instead of that, it had been Danish mer- 

chant ships, lest their cargoes might go to üll the 
collers of France, or to transport French munitions 
of war, would the act have been at all the less an 
act of bostility against Denmark? | Nay, if Denmark 


had been neutral, and the object had been to cut out 
à French ship which had fled to Copenhagen for 
shelter, it would still have been a hostile aggression 
against Denmark herself. The attack upon Copen- 
hagen was upon a grander scale than that upon the 
Caroline; more ships, more men, greater nates, a 
more picturesque arrangement of the spectacle of 
war. But the essential character, the legal name, the 
legal consequences, national and personal, were the 
same. Sir, if one government Irespasses on the rights 
of another by the employment of warlike instrn- 
ments, it is, ta the extent of the trespass, war on the 
injured nation. 

But I advance to a second and far more imporlant 
circumstance. ‘The expedition in which he served 
was the act of a government competent to compel 
him loserve. Independent of, and prior to any know- 
ledge or approval of the act by the mother country, 
it was so. I wholly reject the suggestion that this 
daring enterprise was at first an unauthorised pro- 
ceeding of individuals, and that it subsequenly be- 
came the act of a government by ratification. From 
beginning to end it was the work of a government, 
andofa government having a right to exact McLeod's 
abedience to the last drop of his blood. Who planned 
and conducted the attack? The colonial authorities. 
Such is, for suhstauce, the explicit declaration of 
Mr. Fox. Such is the lega! conclusion from tbe 
facts stated by sir Francis Head in his dispatch of 
the 20th of January, 1838. Sir, the matter stands 
exactly thus. The colonial authorities especially 
empowered col. McNab to defend her majesty’s ter- 
ritories and to defend her majesty's subjects. Such 
is the concurrent statement of Mr. Fox and sir 
Francis Head. For this purpose they expressly 
empowered him to adopt all needful defensive mea- 
sures, and they thereby clothed him by inevitable 
implication with the discretionary power of judging 
what measures were needful. In the exercise of 
that discretion, he judged this measure to be need- 
ful, and he adopted it. Now, forthe protection of 
the soldiers by whom it was achieved, it is precise- 
ly as if the colonial authorities had directly and in 
terms planned and commanded it. Col. McNab for 
this purpose conclusively represented them. How 
could a common soldier pronounce or conjecture 
that the judgment of the official representative was 
erroneous? Sir, he had the right, and waa bound to 
assume it to be the jadgment of the colonial autho- 
rities. And who were they? Why, as between 
them and McLeod, and for the purposes of this 
question of individual immunity as between McLeod 
and ourselves, they were his rightful and only go- 
vernment. Nice questions may be moved on the 
competency of a coloniat government from its su- 
bordinate relations to the imperial head, to set on 
foot an enterprise of war. But it is every where 
conceded that such a government may underlake 
defensive war. The mother country, by the act of 
establishing it, clothes it with the power and im- 
poses on it the duty of defending itself; and it clothes 
it also with the power of judging for itselt in the 
first instance how that duty shall be done. When 
therefore, it resolves that a particular measure of 
war is necessary for its defence, and that the crisis 
requires a blow to be struck at once and without 
walling tor advice trom the paramount power at 
home, tt may call the whole colonial population to 
arins by day or night, and obedience to such a call 
is as rightful as unavoidable, and as effective for in- 


| dividual immunity as the obedience of a conscript 


or an impressed seaman. Such was this case. Was 
McLeod to say that the colonial authorities mis- 


judged on tbe question of necessity? They told him 


the defence of the territory and of the constitution 
of Upper Canada required this act. Did he know 
better? Did he cominand a wider horizon of view? 
Could he besnre he had all the elements of asounder 
opinion? Consider that to the colonial residents the 
colonial government is every thing. It is all of ma- 


in his life. Fo thatall his duties appear to be owing; 
and consider, too, that the spirit of this grand prin- 
ciple of individual responsibility is, that bona fide 
obedience to his actual and Jawful governinent on 
a requisition of warlike service shall never be reck- 
oned a crime in any man. 

You have before you, then, the case of a gavern- 
ment commanding a subject, who was bound to 
obey, to shonlder his tnnsket for the defence of his 
country. It is true, the senator from Pennsylvania 
tells ns, that McLeod was a volunteer. But he de- 
duces no legal conclusion froi the fact; undoubtedly 
because he remembers that, by the admitted doc- 
trine of international law, no distinction is recong- 
nised between volunteer and any other soldiers. He 
will remember (hat Vattel, at page 401, is a direct 
authority for this. In the reason of the case there 
can be no distinction. The regular enlisted soldier 
engages voluntarily, at. first, for a longer term and 
for atl service; the volunteer engages lor a shorter 


jesty, of monarchy, of aristocracy that he ever sees | 
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term ard for a special service. But both alike go 
forth to execute an authoritative public will, and 
bath stand, therefore, on the same plan of immunity 
and hazard. Consider, sir, what a great concern of 
all nations it is, and of ours more than all others, to 
hold a rule of international law on this subject that 
shall make their inhibitants willing and ready to 
leap to arms, at half a moment's warning, al the mid- 
night ery of their country. 

You have, then, I. repeat, the case ofa govern- 
ment commanding a suhject to go forth to an enter- 
prise of war. Why is he not, then, within tlie terins 
and spirit of the great principle of immunity which 
we al] agree surronnds the soldier of a formal and 
public war? What are the peculiarities that dis- 
tinguish this particular service from the general 
trade of war? Why, sir, they are said to be these: 
that it was a single act of hostility, not preceded 
nor followed by any other, not preceded by a de- 
claration, and wholly unjust. This is all trne; but 
for the objects of this inquiry it is wholly immeterial: 
Sir, publicists and the practice of nations recognise 
various modes, kinds and degrees of hostility. War 
is not always genera] or **perfect," nor is it always 
preceded by a declaration. It sometimes begina 
and ends with one single crushing blow. Such was 
the attack on Copenhagean, in 1801, and that in 
1808. It may be limited to one single act of re- 
prisals, by a single individual, under a license com- 
municated to hin alone. A foreign power has seiz- 
ed his ship, and his own government gives him let- 
ters of marqne to help himself to another. In point 
of fact, too, war often begins withont any declara- 
tion at all, at home or abroad. The bolt outruns the 
flash. Modern history is full of such instances; but 
I spare you the rehearsat of them. Now sir, what I 
would say, is, that, for the purposes of immunity to 
the soldier and sailor, all these modes, kinda and de- 
grees of war come exactly to the same thing. They 
are al) and all alike modes of governinental action, 
involving only governmental responsibility. In many 
things they certainly differ oue trom another; some 
of them are more chivalrons, more magnanimous, 
more conformable with a strict and punctilious pro- 
ceeding and a technical Jaw of war than others — 
Some of them afford less ground of complaint to the 
government assailed than others. But, tor the pur- 
pose ol personal irresponsibility, they are all one and 
the same thing. In reason it must be so. Consider 
that a Jeating object of this principle of immunity is 
the protection of the unfriended instrmments of am- 
bition and patriotism who furmsh the rank and file 
of war. It is to protect the common soldier. And 
what an unavailing, uncertain, ensnaring thing it 
would prove for him if his title to it depended on 
such shades of diversity as these! How does he 
know whether the war to which you hurry him 
away from all that is dearest to him in the world is 
just or unjust? How does he know by what heralds 
of declaration it has been preceded? How does he 
know whether the desperate midnight enterprise for 
which you have called him up from sleep is to bea 
single enterprise, or whether it is designed to kindle 
the fires of a war that shall encircle the world? Sir, 
he knows only that his own governinent, in. obe- 
dience to which he was bred—that the Jand of his 
birth—that the land of his father's graves, bids him 
go forth; and that, if he shrinks for a moment from 
liia post when the storm of battle rages highest, he 
dies by the hands of his officers; and he goes forth 
relying on the armed but manly justice of civilized 
war. 

And so are all the authorities. The senator from 
Virginia recited them so copiouly to you last even- 
ing that I shall spare you the repetition, and con- 
tent myself with a reference or two. The senator 
from Pennsylvania and the secretary of state tell you 
that the attack on the Caroline was unjust. But Jook 
into Vattel, on pages 380 and 383, and Rathertorth, 
24 volume, page 546, and you find that they con- 
cur that the injustice of the war does not affect the 
sollier's title to immunity. If it did, the nations 
would at once return to the murder of prisoners; for 
was there ever a war in wliich each belligerent did 
not think his antagonist in the wrong? 

But you say this was only a siagle act of hostili- 
ty; breaking out in a time of general peace, nnan- 
nounced by any declaration. Soit was. But Ru- 
therford expressly declares that this does not with- 
draw from it the Jaw of immunity. T read at large 
the passage from page 548 of his second volume, 
and commend it the meditations of the senator from 
Pennsylvania. ‘This external lawfulness, in re- 
spect to the members ol a civil society, extends to 
public wars of the imperfect sort, to reprisals, or to 
other acts of hostility.” 

Such is the doctrine ol this publicist, vindicated 
and illustrated by a inasterly train of reasoning; ap- 
proved by the heart and judgment of universal ci- 
vilized man. Against this authority there cannot 
be placed one solitary act of a Christian nation for 
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the last five hundred years, nor one word of any 
writer who undertakes to record the existing sys- 
tems of international law. What is the nation now 
on earth, or descended into the graves of empire; 
where is the modern Christian nation that has shed 
the blood of a prisoner because the war to which 
his government detached him was informal, inso- 
lemn, unannounced by a declaration, beginning and 
ending with one single act? Call up the nation, if 
such there is or has been, and let it answer to the 
outraged spirit of law! Did Denmark claim the 
right to do such an atrocity; humble and exasperat- 
ed by the repeated bombardment of her capital; did 
that ancient and gallant race ever dream of aveng- 
ing the defeats of the castle by the triumplis of the 
gallows? Did Spain, the most formal, the most 
punctilious of governments, and adhearing the most 
tenaciously to the slow and prescriptive soleinnities 
and technicalities of the old fashions of war; did 
Spain dreain of it when, in 1804, England, in a 
time of peace, intercepted her treasurer ships re- 
turning from America, and captured or destroyed 
them? 

Nor can you find, as [ have said, a word in any 
appraved expounder of the actual law of nations, 
to oppose to the text of Rutherford, — Dicta, of 
Grotius, seem to conflict with it. But they only 
seem to conflict with it. Even these the senator 
from Pennsylvania has not availed himself ol, be- 
cause he know that Grotius, adinirable tor his ge- 
nius, his studies, his most enlarged and excellent 
spirit, lived too early to witness the full develop- 
ment of his own grand principles and the accom- 
plishment of his own philanthropic wishes, The 
existing law of nations has been slowly built up 
since his time, and to learn it we must have re- 
course to writers, far his inferiors in capacity and 
learning, bul fortunate in being able to record the 
ameliorated theory and practice of a better day than 
hia. From no one of these can you cile any thing 
in opposition to the authority I have relied on. 
The senator from Pennsylvania thought he had dis- 
covered sume such doctrine as he needs in the 75th 
section of bock 2d, chapter 6th, of Vattel. But the 
senator from Virginia was entirely accurate in his 
observation upon this passage; that it plainly refers 
to the case of an individual acting without authori- 
ty from his government, and to nothing else. And 
then, in support of the position of Rutherford, I 
may remind you that, as the law of nations is holden 
now, no war requires to be preceded by a declara- 
tion. Martens, 274; 2d Wheaton's Laws of Na- 
tions, 12; Ist ot Kent's Commentaries, 54, 2d edit. 
Defensive war never required it, according to any 
theory. Vattel, 317. But it was defensive war to 
which McLeod’s governinent assured him that he 
was surümoned forth. The want of declaration, 
therefore, cannot atfect him, unless we are guilty 
ol the indecent and ludicrous barbarity ol requiring 
him to judge better than his government on the ne- 
cessity of resorting to a particular measure of armed 
resistance to a threatened invasion. 

I submit, then, sir, that McLeod is not responsi- 
ble as for crime against the muicipal law of New 
York or of this union by participating in this act 
of English national wrong. Criminal iu England, 
in him it was no crime. Let me add that if, in 
thonghtlessness or anger, we had stooped to shed 
his blood, it would have impressed a stain on the 
radiant flag of our pride and love which a hundred 
victories, ay, a hundred years of victory, would not 
wipe away. 

The concession of the secretary of state was 
right, then, in point of international law. But the 
senator from Pennsylvania thinks he ought not to 
have made it, right or wrong. { submit, then, in 
the second place, that he ought to have tade it, and 
the government to have acted on it, exactly as it 
was made and acted on. 

What was the duty of the secretary of state on 
the 12th of March last, when McLeud, guilty of no 
manner of erime against the law of New York by 
pe in the attack on the Caroline, had 

een indicted, imprisoned and ordered for trial to 
be had on the 224 of March, as for such crime, 
under circumstances jnstilying a reasonable anxiety 
lest he might tall a victi to a natural anda tremen- 
dons popular excitement; and when her majesty's 
minister came 
international law, which we all know to be just, 
and demanded that MeLeod should be holden en- 
titled to immunity under it? What was the secre- 
tary of state todo? Should he have wrapped his 
diplomatie mantle about him and have answered, 
sir, I do not know about your doctrine of interna- 
tional law; the American government is not advis- 
ed exactly whether il may hang prisoners of war 
or aot; besides, it happens to have nothing at all to 
do with the matter; McLeod is in the hands of the 
state of New York; a great and patriotic state, Mr. 
Minister, giving forty odd electoral votes; she will 


forward, announced the doctrine of | 


do what is right; if she hangs him, why then we | 


shall know that he deserved it; and if she does 
not, so much the better for himself. Should he 
really, so saying, have bowed the ininister out, and 
have retreated into an epicurean heaven of indif- 
ference and non-committal, until he or you were 
startled by the thunder of an enemy's cannon—a 
music [ acknowledge at which a brave nation has no 
great objection at any moment to wake up? No, sir. 
Í submit, on the contrary that the duty of our go- 
vernment was perfectly clear; to avow its acknow- 
ledgment of the doctrine of internation law advanc- 
ed by the minister; to declare its purpose to do| 
what it constitutionally might to secure McLeod | 
the benefit of it; to do if; and then having moved this 
disastrons interlocutory controversy out of tbe way, 
to demand satisfaction at once of England for the | 
burning of the Caroline, as that language is under- 
stood among nations of the first class. To simplify 
the matter somewhat, suppose that McLeod had 
at that moment been in our jail, in our courts in- 
stead of those of New York, then, I repeat, it was 
inost palpably our duty to have conceded the pro- 
position ot law; to have expressed our assurance 
that the courts would acquit him of the accusation 
of crime against our municipal codes, and even that | 
the attorney general representing the government | 
would enter a nolle prosequi, thas committing him 
to the disposal of the executive as a prisoner, or a 
quasi prisoner of war, or whatever else his legal 
character might be; and then aud thus having wash- 
ed our hands clean, and set ourselves right before 
God and man, to call this island mistress of a thou- 
sand ships of war to instant account. 

That this was the duty of our government is too 
plain to be debated. Was it not its duty to cause 
this nation to keep the law of nations? Was it not 
its duty to be just? And was not tliis bare jnstice 
to McLeod, to England, to the universal spirit of 
humanity? Was it not its duty to preserve peace if 
it might be had with honor, and, if war must come, 
to secure us one in which a Christian people might 
draw its sword? Now, sir, the difficulty wss, that, 
on the 12th of March, we were in an eminently 
false position. With ample materials of the highest 
tone of complaint, perhaps even of reprisals or war 
against England, for her conduct towards us, here 
she was holding ns up before all the world, for a lit- 
tle piece of our own conduct, in which we were, or 
were apparently, just about to be entirely in the 
wrong. With the burning of the Caroline, with the 
groundless yet pertinacious grasp of our territory in 
the northeast, with the repeated seizures and 
searches of our ships at sea to complain of and go to 
war abont, if a wise and moral people had a taste for 
such entertainment, we were actually just about 
compelling England to declare war on us for 
hanging one of her soldiers because he did not run 
away from his colors! Why, sir, this was not a po- 
sition for men of sense to stand on long enough for 
her majesty's minister to pull off his hat. Policy, 
honor, justice, honesly, humanity, all required us to 
quit itin an instant. Why give England such a 
perilous advantage as to make up a false issue like 
this? Why unite all her classes, and every man in 
every class, in what they must think a holy wari— 
Why alienate the sympathies of the world by such a 
thing? Why commit a blunder as well as a crime? 
Why forget that he is trebly armed that has his 
quarrel just? Why shock and shame the pride of 
America by turning away from England to strike 
down McLeod? Sir, if you speak of blows, [ be- 
lieve (he people of this country wonld choose to be 
seen aiming full at the front of the proud and giant 
Inaster, rather than dragging the servant, unarmed, 
unfriended and handcutled, to the gallows. They 
feel that no laurels are to be won in such a field by 
a nation of gallant men, of men of honor, and of 
Christians. They will seek those laurels rather 
where they do naturally grow, far up on the “peril- 
ous edge of battle when it rages." Sir, I was Just 
now told that the late chief magistrate observed toa 
friend, some time during that fleeting month of his 
administration, that in a just cause, il congress 
would give bim men and money, he had no objec- 
tion to going into a war with England, but that he 
could not bring himself to buckle on his armor and 
take the field against Alexander McLeod. I can) 
appreciate the disinclination of the kind, brave and | 
just old man to such a service. 

1 repeat, then, sir, that if, on the 12th of March, | 
McLeod had been awaiting trial in the courts of the | 
United States, we ought to have replied to the de- 
mand of her majesty’s minister thus: We admit 
your proposition of international law; we are non 
quite so rude and recent among the nations as not to 
know the elernents of the code that knits the fami- 
lies of the earth together. From this accusation of 
municipal offence your subject is safe. And now 
will you in your turn inform us (for three years we 
have waited in vain to know) on what pretence her | 


majesty’s forces, at the dead hour of night, crossed 
the inviolate line of our boundary, invaded our soil, 
dishonored our flag, wasted the property and shed 
the blood of American citizens? 

It happened, however, that at the time when this 
demand was made, McLeod was awaiting his trial 
in the courts of New York. He wasina New York 
prison, under New York process, and the distin- 
guished senator from Pennsylvania insists that for 
this cause, at least, the government should have 
done nothing, and said nothing to the demand, but 
just have directed Mr. Fox to tell his story and car- 
ry his law to New York. We should have made no 
concessions of the legal principle; we should not 
have dared to cominunicate to the executive of that 
state the official evidence of the claim, and of the 
ductrine of England, and our own opinion of it; we 
should not have lifted a finger; we sliould have stood 
speechless, unconscious, innocent and dignified, to 
see England, New York and McLeod settle this lit- 
tle concern of national law, peace, war, life and 
death, among themselves. 

Sir, the position McLeod stood in to that great 
and admirable staté undoubtedly limited the rights 
and embarrassed the action of the general govern- 
ment. But, because we could not do ail that we 
would, were we not todo the little that we could? 
Were we to do nothing? Whom have we offended? 
The state ot New York? How? By desiring to se- 
cure to this prisoner, to whose fate interests so large 
and so precious were attached, a fair trial? Sir, I 
cannot believe it. New York was proceeding against 
him in the ordinary course of the administration of 
criminal law. To recognise her jurisdiction over 
him, which in the amplest manner this government 
did, and then to wish for hin just what New York 
wished for him, that first of social privileges—-a fair 
trial: was there in this any thing to affront her pride 
of character? any thing to ruffle a feather in tbe 
plume of her acknowledged prerogative? 

But we sought to operate on the government of 
that slate by communicating our opinion on the 
points of international law, and in effect advising it 
what course to pursue. Well, sir, does the con- 
veyance of advice imply disrespect towards the obe 


ject of it, or a distrust of his integrity ot his capa- 


city? Does it prove any thing more tban that you 
feel a deep solicitude that, in a great crisis of his 
fortunes and yours, he shall, for his sake and yours, 
make no mistake? Sir, here was a state with the 
physical power of engaging you in a national war. 
1f hostilities followed the execution of McLeod, it 
would not have been a war on New York alone, but 
on Louisiana, on South Carolina, on Maryland, on 
Massachusetts. If they should be more immedi- 
ately aimed at her, your valor and your treasure 
must have united with hers, for her defence. A 
state, then, might plunge you in a general war; and 
yet, under the constitution, no state has the legal 
and direct right to make a war for you or for her- 
self. She has no right to terminate it, by treaty, 
after it has begun. That great prerogative is yours 
alone. Those transceadent imperial powers, by 
which and through which we are known to the na- 
tions, are your powers. And now is it possible 
that a state, prohibited by the constitution from 
making war. from making treaties, may consum- 
mate an act for which we must answer with our 
best blood, on the field and on the deck; and yet 
that this government, clothed by the constitution 
with all these great trusts, charged with the con- 
servation of peace, with the conduct, expenditures 
and hazards of war—this government, whose flag 
alone it is that waves over the universal American 
family, wheresoever a member of it wanders, on 
land or sea—that we cannot respectfully approach 
any state with the communication of advisory sng- 
gestion, aud deliherate with her on a subject of 
great novelty, difficulty and importance? | have no 
great opinion of such transcendentalism of delicacy 
as this—good for winning electoral votes, possibly, 
but unfitting a man or a government for manly and 
usefulaction. Sir, New York is ably represeated 
here, by gentlemen of both political parties, and 
they can auswer for her; but I believe she will langh 
to svorn the suggestion we hear of out of doors, that 
any disrespect has been shown or felt for her go- 
verninent or her people, for her judicial learning, or 
for the temper, feelings and views of any portion of 
her wide spread community, ‘ ONE 
In judging on this part of the subject, in this in- 
quiry how far this government has exceeded its 
powers, invaded state rights, or betrayed indecorous 
anxiety and haste to save this person from the gal- 
lows, Ī ask you to take one thing into your consi- 
deration. Sir, it is no answer at ali to England to 
say this is the affair of New York. She knows 
nothing even of that magnificent empire state as a 
separate state. We do not allow her to know any 
thing of any state by our federal constitution in that 
capacity. We do not allow her to have diplomatic 
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access lo any. To attempt to make a treaty with | impracticable, ar would have been unavailing; it 
any would be clear ground of war. We inlorm her | i ust be shown that day light could not he waited 
that, by our federal constitution, the foreign rela- | for; that there could be no altempt at discrimination 
tions of New York are reposited here; and if she between the innocent and the guilty; that it would 
has any cause of complaint against her, she will not have been enough to seize and detain the ves- 
please to leave her card at our door. England, of sel; but that there Was a necessity, present and ine- 
course, all the nations, must hold us to this; and if | vitable, for attacking her in the darkness of the 
any state aliords her giound of war, it is against us | aight, while moored to the shore, and while unarm- 
that we ourselves direct fier to turn her steel, Atjed men were asleep on board, killing some and 


the saine time, therefore, that our federal relations | wounding othera, and then drawing her into the | 


to New York hindered us fiom doing much, our ob- | current, above the cataract, setting her on fire, and, 
ligation on the Jaws of nations, to England, to do | careless to know whether there might not be in ber 
every thing was not in the least degree lessened by | the innocent with the guilty, or the living with the 
them. The clear course ol the government, there- | dead, committing her to a late which fills the ima- 
fore, was to do what it did; to apprize that patriotic | gination with horror. A necessity for all this, the 
and noble state of our opinions on the justice of the government of the United States cannot believe to 
demand of England; to do what we decorously could | have existed.” 


to aveit so senseless and Saval an act as the execu- 
tion of the prisoner; to have his case fairly tried, 


and, il needful, to have bis case broughtinto the na- | 


tional tribunals; to explain to England why we 
could go no l'urther, and then abide the result. Any 
thing, every thing were better than a war on such 
a ground, that no man could hear of a defeat or a 
victory without tears of bitterest humiliation for 
Aierica. 

Mr. President, I have one duty more ta petform, 
nol 30 much to the secretary of state as to my own 
feelings, and then | shall have done. I have said 
that 1t was the business of the government, alter, as 
far as was practicable, clearing itself oi fault in the 
matter of McLeod, to demand satisfaction, with 
holden and slept upon by England under the last 
administration for three yeais, for the destruction of 
the Caroline. Gentlemen will do the secretary ot 
alate the justice to remember that far the larger part 
of the letter to Mr Fox is devoted to the perior- 


mance of what he must have felt, as we feel it to | 


be, his most agreeable duty. They will coucede, 
too, that this part of his work is eminently well 
done. [ should but degrade the seal which I hold 
in this high place by public adulation of any man, 
even of bim. That he is my strong and constant 
fiiend would be no apology at all. Yet 1 willsay 
that the ability and spirit with which this paper is 
written will give ita high place among the ablest 


diplomatie compositions which enrich the archives | 


ol even the department of state. He has vindicated 
the government of his country under all administra- 
fons, making no narrow, unnational discriminations 
between thein, from every shadow of blaine in re- 
ference to the Canadian border troubles; has proved 
that, so lar irom pernatting or conniving at any par 
ticipation in them by our people, we have set an 
example to the world; we have been the first nation 
in the world to prohibit our citizens from making 
any forin of war on a. country with whose govern- 
ment our own governinent Was at peace; has proved 
that England had no right to make so rash aud fatal 
an invasion on this. Sir, with this letter nnrecall- 
ed, I think no English minister will tell us again, 
at the end of three more years, that be nnderstood 
our claim for satisfaction had been withdrawn. 
That this argument is ably conducted, you all 
adinit. But the course of the distinguished sena- 
tor's observations makes if more immediately due 


to Mr. Webster to remind you that the arguinent is | 


so condneted as not only to inforin the public judg. 
ment abont this wrong, but fo excite just sensihili- 
ties in relation to it. 1t i$ so conducted as not only 


to enlighten the understanding, but to hft up the | 


spirit of the country. He has not stooped to pick 


out and bluster about what is called the language of 


threat, but he has inet the whole claim and the 
whole case of England with a composed and firin 
dignity, and with a manly decision; in the temper 
of a statesman, who holds the peace and glory ol 
his country in his hands. 

The senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives) last eve- 
ning read to tts a portion ol this paper. 
able its distinguished author, now no more among 
you, again, though absent froin this scene ol his 
long aud splendid series of patriotic service, to 
apeak lor Inmsell? 

"Under these circumstances, aud under those im- 
mediately connected with the transaction itsell, it 
will be tor her majesty’s government fo show upon 
what state of facts and what rules ol national law 
the destruction ol the Caroline is to be detended.— 
It wall be for that government to show a necessity 
of self defence, instant, overwhelming, leaving no 
choice of means and no moinent for deliberation.— 
It will be for it to show, also, that the local autho- 
rites ol Canada, even supposing the necessity ol 
the moment authorised thein to enter the territories 
ol the United States at all, did nothing unreasonable 
or excessive, since the act, justified by t! e necessi- 
ty ol sell-detence, must be limited by that necessi- 
ty, and kept clearly within it. 

“It pust be shown that admonition or remon- 
strance to the persous on board the ‘Caroline’ was 


Let ine en- | 


To these hands, for one, I am willing to entrust 
| the sights and the fame of ny enuntry. 
Mr. President, I concur entirely with both the 
{senators who have preceded ine that there need be 
telt no apprehension of a war with England. Like 
them, I neither expect nor desire it. Heaven tor- 
bid! 1 know of nothing between the governments 
ihat ought not to be and may not be easily and ho- 
eim composed. But whatever may belall, I 
claim it as the praise of this administration, that it 
has had the mantiness to seek peace by justice; and 
that, if war shall coine, it has done all that inan can 
do to enable us so to go into it tbat we may have 
tlie approval of onr own consciences, self respect, 
tbe moral judgments of the world, and may I not 
| add, the Gad ol our fathers with us in the conflict. 
| Mr. Calhoun said: I rise with the intention of 
stating very briefly the conclusion to wbich my re- 
flections have brought me on the question before 
| us 


Permit me, at the outset, to premise Ihat I hearli- 
lly approve ol the principle so olten repeated in this 
discussion, that our trne policy, in connexion with 
[our foreign relations. is neither to do noi to safer 
wrong. nof only because the principle is right of 
[1tzelt, but because it is, in its application to us, 
wise and politic, as well as right. Peace is pre- 
| eminently onr policy. Our road to greatness lies not 
|over the ruins of others, but in the quite and peace- 
ful developinent ot our immeasnrably great internal 
resources—in subdning our vast forests, perlecring 
the means of interual intercourse throughont our 
widely extended country, and in drawing forth its 
unbounded agricultural, manufacturing, mineral and 
| commercial resonices. In this ample field, all the 
industry, ingenuity, enterprise and energy of our 
people may find full employment for centuries to 
core; and, throngh its successful cultivation, we 
way hope to rise, not only to a state of prosperity, 
but to that of greatness and influence over the des- 
tiny of the human race, higher than lias ever been 
attained by arms by the most renowned nations of 
ancient or moriern times, War, so far [ror accele- 
| rating, can but retard our march to greatness, [t 
jis, then, not only our duty, but our policy, to avoid 
it, as long as it can be, with honor and a just regard 
to our rights; and, as one of the most certain means 
of avoiding war, we ouglit to observe stiict justice 
jim oar intercourse with others. But that is not ni 
itself sufficient. We must exact justice as well as 
| render justice, and be prepared to do so; for where 
lis there an example to be found of either individual 
jor nation, that has preserved peace by yielding to 
unjust demands? 

It is in the spirit of these remarks {hat I bave in- 
vesligated the subject before us, without the slightest 
paity feelings, but with an anxious desire not to 
,embarrass existing negotiations between tlie two 
governinents, or influence in any degree pending 
Judicial proceedings. My sole object is to ascer- 
tam Whether the principle already stated, and 
[which all acknowledge to be fundamental in our 
| loreign policy, lias in fact been respected in the 
| present case, J} regret to state thatthe result ofmy 
investigation is a conviction that it bas not, ] have 
been forced to the conclusion that the secretary of 
state has not met the peremptory demand ol the 
British government lo: the inmediate release of 
| McLeod as he ought; the reasons for which, with- 
| ont further remark, I will now proceed to state. 


That demand, as stated in the letter, rests on the 
alleged facts, that the transaction for which McLeod 


[was anested, is a publie one; that it was under 


taken by the order of the colonial authorities, who 
were invested with unlimited power to defend the 
calony, and that the government at home has sanc- 
tionet both the order and its execution. On this 


| alieya ron, tbe British minister, acting dhectly un- 


iter the orders of his government, demanded bis im- 
mediate release, on the brand ground. that he, as 
well as others engaged with him, was "perlorming 
an act of publie duty, lor which he cannot be made 
personally and individually responsible to the laws 


and tribunals nf any foreign countiy;?? thus assum- 
ing as a universal principle of international law, 
that where a government authorises or approves of 
an act of an individual, it makes it the act of the 
governinent, and thereby exempts the individual 
from all responsibility to the injured countiy.. To 
this den and, resting on this broad and universal 
principle, our secietary of state assented; and, in 
conformity, gave the instruction to the attorney 
general, which is attached to the correspondence, 
[and we have thus presented lor our consideration 
the grave question, do the laws of nations recoguise 
any such principle? 

I feel that t hazard nothing in saying they do not. 
| No authority has been cited to sanction it, nor do I 
helieve that any can be. 1t would be no less vain 
to look to reason than to authoiity for a sanction. 
The laws of nations are but the laws and inorals, 
as applicable to individuals, so far modified, and no 
further, as reason may make necessary in their ap- 
plication to nations. Now, there can be no doubt 
that the analogous rule, when applied to individu- 
als, is, that both principal and agents, or, if you will, 
mstruments, are responsible in criminal cases; di- 
rectly the reverse of the rule on which the demand 
lor the release of McLeod is made. Why, I ask, 
should the rule in this case be reversed, when ap- 
plied to nations, which is nniversally admitted to 
be true in the case of individuals? Can any good 
reason be assigned? To reverse it when applied to 
individuals, all must see, would lead to the worst of 
consequences, and, if |. do not greatly mistake, 
mustin like manner, if reversed. when applied to 
nations. Let us see how it would act when brought 
to the test of particular cases. 

Suppose, then, that the British, or any other go- 
verninent in contemplation of war, should send out 
emissaries to blow up the fortifications erected at 
such vast expense, for the defence ol our great 
commercial marts—New York and others—and that 
the band employed to blow up Fort Hamilton, or 
any other ol the fortresses for the defence of New 
Yoik, should he detected in the very act of firin 
the trains would the production ol the most an- 
thentie papers, signed by all the authorities cf tlie 
British. government, make it a public transaction, 
aud exempt the villains from all responsibility to 
| our laws and tribunals? Or would that government 
dare make a demand for their itninediate release? 
Or, il made, wonk! ours dare yield to it,and release 
them? The supposition, 1 know, is altogether im- 
Juobable; but it is not the less, on that account, 
calculated to test the principle. 

But 1 shall next select one that may possibly oc- 
cur. Suppose then in contemplation ol the saine 
event, black emissaties should be sent Irom Jamai- 
ca, to tamper with our staves in the south, and that 
they should be detected at midnight, in an assem- 
bly of slaves, where they were urging them to 
nse in rebellion against their iasters; and that 
| hey should produce the authority of the home go- 
| Vernment, in the most solemn form, authorising 
them in what they did: ought that to exempt the 
cut-throats from all responsibility to onr laws and 
tr.bunal«? Or, if arvested, onght our government 
10 release them on a peremptory deioand to dn 30? 
And if that could not be done torthwith, irom the 
embarrassinent of stale laws and state authorities, 
ought this government to employ counsel and to 
use i's authority and influence to eiecti? And, if 
that conld not acceeraplish its object, would it be 
justihed in taking the case into their own tribunals, 
with the view ol entering a nolle prosegui? 

But, settling aside I supposilions cases, I shall 
| take one that actually occurred—that of the notori- 
ous Henry, employed by the colonial authority of 
Canada to tamper with a portion of onr people, 
prior to the late war, with the intention of alienating 
thein trom their government, and effecting a dis- 
union in the event of hostilities. Suppose he had 
been detected and arrested for his treasonable con- 
duct, and that the British goveininent had wade the 
like demand tor his release, on the ground that he 
was executing the orders of his yoverninent, and 
was nof, tlieretore, liable, personally or individually, 
to our laws and tribunals: I ask, would onr govern- 
ment be bound to comply with the demand? 

To all these questions and thousands of others 
that might be asked, noright minded inan can hesi- 
tate for a moment to answer in the negative. The 
tule, then, if it does exist, must be far from univer- 
sal. But does it exist at all? Does it even in a 
state of war, when, il ever, if we may judge from 
the remarks. of gentlemen on the opposite side, it 
[must? They seemed to consider nothing more was 
necessary to establish the principle for which they 
contend but to show that this and all other cases al 
armed violence on the part ol one nation or ils citi- 
zens axainst another is in fact war; informal war, 
as they call it, in contradistinction from one pro- 
cceded by a declaration in due lori. 
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Well, then, let us inquire if the principle for 
whieh they contend, that the authority, oi tlie sanc- 
tion of tiis government, exempts ap mdividnal liom 


rents entering with force the territories of neutrals; 
and it only remains to determine whether, when 
viewed in this, its trne light, our secretary has takeo 
all responsibility to the injared government, exists | the grounds, which our sights and honor required, 
even in case ol war. | against the demand of the Brit!sh tainister. 
Turning, then, froma state of peace to that of| “Thus regarded, the first point presented for con- 
war, we Hod, at the very threshold, a very inpor- | sideration is, whether Great Britain, as a bellige- 
tant exception to the rule, il it exists at all, in the | rest, was justified in entering our territory ander 
case of spies. None ean doubt that, it a spy is de- | the cirenmstances she did. And here let me re- 


tected aud arrested, he is individually and personal- 
ly responsible, thouzh his pockets should be filled 
with all the antliority the country which employed 
him could give. 

But is the case of spies the only exception? Are 
they alone personally and individually responsible? 
Far otherwise. The war may be declared in the 
mast solemn manner; the invaders may carry with 
them the highest authority of their government, and 
yet, so far trom exempting them individually, vffi- 
cers, men, and all may be slanghtered aud destroy- 
ed in almost every possible manner, not only with- 
out the violation of international laws, but with 
rich honor and glory to their destroyers. Talk of 
the responsibility ot the governinent, exempting 
their instiaments from respons.bility! How, let 
me ask, can the governmeut be made responsible, 
but throogh its agents or instruments? Separate 
the government from them, and what is it but an 
ideal, intangible thing? Troe itis, when an invading 
eneiny is captured or suirenders, his life is protect- 
ed by the laws of nations, as they now stand; bnt 
not because tlie authority of his zoveruinent pro- 
tects it, or that he is not responsible to the invaded 
conntry. It is to be traced to a different and higher 
source—the progress of civilization, which has mì- 
tigated the laws of war. Originally it was differ- 
eut. The lile of an invader might be taken, whe- 
ther armed or disarmed. He who captured an ene- 
my had a right to take his life. The older writers 
on the laws of nations traced the lawfulness ol mak- 
ing a slave of a prisoner to the fact that he who 
captured hin had a right to his life; and, il he spar- 
ed it, a right to his service. To commute death 
unto servitude was the first step in mitigating the 
horrors of war. That has been followed by a fur- 
ther mitigation, which spares the lle of a prisoner, 
excepting the case of spies, fo whom the lans of 
war, as they stood origtnally, are still in loree. 
But, because their lives are spared, prisoners do 
not cease to be individually responsible to the in- 
vaded country, Their liberty at the time is forleit- 
ed to it. Shoald they attewpt to escape, or 1l there 
be danger of their being released by superior force, 
their lives may be still taken, withoot regard fo the 
jact that they acted under the authority of their 
conntry. A demand on the part of their govern. 
ment for an immediate release, on the ground as- 
sumed in this case, would be regarded as an act of 
insanity. 

Now, sir, if the senators from Virginia and Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr. Rives and Mr. Chaate) could suc: | 
ceed in making the case ol the attack on the Caro- 
liue to be an act of war, it would avail them fotltine| 
in their attempt to delend the demand of Mr. Fox | 
or the concession of Mr. Webster. McLeod, tf it | 
be war, wauki be a prisoner of war, which, it it pro- 
tected his lite, forteited his liberty. In that charac- 
ter, so lar from his government having a right to 
demand his immediate release, under a threat ol | 
war, oar government would have the unquestiona- | 
ble right to detain him till there was a satisfactory 
termination of the war by the adjustment of the 
question. 

To place this resnlt in a stronger view, suppose, 
after the destruction of the Caroline, the artued band 
which perpetrated the act had beeu captured on 
their retreat by an armed force of our citizens, 
would they not, if the transac!ion is to be regard as 
war, justly have been considered as prisoners ol 
war, to be held as such, in actnal confineinent, if 
our government thonght proper, fill the question 


mark, that it is a fundamental principle in the laws 
of nations, that every stale or nation has full aud 


which he yiehled was made is highly adverse to the 
weaker power, which we mnst adinit ourselves yet 
lo be, when compared to Great Britain. Angres- 
stons are rarely by the weak against the shianyer 
power, but the reverse; and the practical etf ct of 
the principle, if admitted, wonlil be to change the 
responsibility of declaring war from the aygressor— 
the stonger power—to the aggiieved, the weaker; a 
disadvantage so great, that the alternative of aban- 
doning the demand of sedress for the aggression 
would alinost invariably he forced oo the weaker, 


complete jurisdiction over its own territory to the 
exclusion of all otlieis—a principle essential to in- 
depend -nee, and therefore held most sacred. [tis 
accordingly laii down by all wiiteis on those laws 
who treat of the subject, that nothing short of ex- 
treme necessily ean justify a belligerent in entering, 
with an armed force, on the territory of a neutiai 
power, and, when entered, in doing any act which | 
is not forced on them by the like necessity which ali talk? Aiter yielling to the peremptory demand 
justified the entering. In both of the posi.ions I | for his itamediate rele ise; after sending the attorn-v 
am heli ont by the secretary himself. The next general to look after his safety, and employing 
point to be considered is, did Great Britain enter lable counsel to detend him against the lawe of the 
our territory in this ease under apy such necessity, | state, the publie feeling must be too much let down 
and, if she did, were her acts limited by such ne-|tfo think of taking so bold and responsible a mea- 
cessity? Hereagain ] may rely on the authority of sure as that of declaring war. The only hope we 
the secretary, and. 1f it had uot already been quoted | could ever have had for a redress for the aggression 
by both of the senators on. the other side who pre- | would have been to demand justice of the Biitish 
ceded me, I would read the eloquent passage to- | government belore we answered her demand on i: 
wards the close of his l-tter to Mr. Fox, which | aud { accordingly regard the acquiescence in dn 
they did with so much applause. With this high (demand for release, without making a demand of 
anthority, I may then assume that the government | redress on onr part, as settling all questions eon- 
ol Great Britain, in this case, had no authority no- ‘nected with the transaction, Thus regarding it, T 
der the laws of nations either to enter our territory | must say that, though T am ready ta concede to Mr. 
or to do what was done in the destruction of the Ca- | Websters letter in reply to M r. Fox all the excel- 
roline after it was entered. lence which his friends elaün lor it, the leelinz 

Now, sir, l ask, under this statemeut of the case, that if was ont of place destioyed all its beauties iu 
what out to have been our reply when the per-!my eyes, Its lolty sentiments and strong condein- 
emptory demand was made lor the immediate re- | nation of the act woald have shown to advantage in 
lease of McLeod? Ought not vur secretary of state |a letter claiming redress on onr part before yielding 
have told Mr. Fox that we regarded the hostile en- fo a peremptory demand; but, afterwards, it looked 
try into our territory, and what was perpetrated too innch like putting on airs when it was too late: 
alter the entry, as without warrant poder the laws after having made an apology and virtually aie 
of nations? That the fact had been made known to | ceded the point at issue. In trnth, the letier in- 
his government long since, immediately alter the |dicates that Mr. Webster was not entirely satisfied 
transaction? That we had received no explanation | with his ready compliance with Mr. Fox's deinand, 
or answer? That we had no reason for believing | of which the part where he says that he is not cer- 
that his government had sanctioned the act? That | tain that he correctly understood hiin in demanding 
McLeod bad been arrested and indicted under the | an immediate release furnishes a striking instance. 
local authority of New York, wilhout possihility of | There could be but little doubt as to what was 


rather than to appeal to arms. This case itself will 
|turnish an illustration. We have been told again 
land again, in this disenssion, that in yielding to 
| the demand to release McLeod we do not surrender 
our right to hold Great Britain responsible; that we 
have the power and will to exact justice by auns. 
This may be so; but is it not felt on all sides that 
this is, T will not say empty boasting, but that at is 


was amicably settled? Aud wonld not the demand 


for their immediate release in such a case be re-([t jg a maxiin that he who seeks e 


garded as one of the most insolept evei made by one | equity; and, on the same principle, a government. trict may be allowed to issue small not 
independent country on another? And can the fact | tiat seeks to enforce the laws of nations ina parti- | specie. 


knowing that the transaction had been sanctioned | 
by i? That we still regarded the transaction in 
the light we originally did, and conld not even con- | 
sider the demand till the conduct of which we liad 
complained was explained? But, in the mean time, 
that McLeod might have the benefit of the fact on 
his trial that the trausactioa was sanctioned by his | 
government, it would be transmitted in due lorm to 
those who had charze oí his defence? i 
Here let me say that 1 entirely conenr with Mr. | 
Forsyth, that the approval ofthe British government | 
of the transaction in question was an important fact | 
in the trial ol McLeod, without, however, pretend- 
ing to offer an opiuion whether it would be a valid | 


| reason againsta charge of mnriler, of which the es- | 


sence is kiliing with malice prepense. Itis a point | 
for the court and jury and not for us to decide. Nor | 
do I intend to venture an opinion whether, if foand 
guilty, with the knowledge of the fact that bis go- 
vernment approved of liis conduct, it ought not to | 
be good cause for his pardon, on high considera 
tions of humanity and policy. I leave both ques- 
fians, without remark, to those to whom the deci- 
sion properly helongs, except to express my con- | 
viction that there is not and has not been the least | 
danger that any step would be taken towards him | 
not fully sustained by justice, humanity and sound 
policy. Any step which did not strictly comport 
with these wonld shock the whole community. 
Having taken the ground, T have indicated that | 
we ought to have received explanation before we | 
respond to a peremptory deinand; there we ought 
to have rested till we had first received explanation, 
quity must do | 


that one of the band has come into our possession as! ey jar case agaiast another, ought to show that it has | 


McLeod has; if it isto be considered as war, vary | &rstohserved them on its own part in the same trans- | rously signed by the citizens ol Ihe town of W 


the case in the least? Viewed inthis hight, the an- 
thority or sanction of the British governinent would 
be a good defence against the charge of murder or 
arson, buf it would be no less so agaiust his release. 

But, this is not a case of war, formal or informal, 
taking the latter in the broadest sense. lt has not 
been thought so nor so treated by either govern- 
ment, and Mr. Webster himself, in his reply to Mr. 
Fox which has been so lauded hy the two senators, 
speaks of it as “a hostile intrusion into the territory 
ola power al peace.” The transaction comes under 
a class of cases fully recoznised by writers on inter- 


action; or at least show plausible reasons lor think 

ing that it had, None, bnt a proud and hanghty 
nation like Eagland; would think of making the de- 
mand she has withont even deigning to notiee onr | 
complaints against her conduct in connexion with | 
the same transaction; and I cannot but think that, | 
in yielding to her demand, under such cirenin- | 
stances, the secretary has not only failed ta exact 
what is due to onr rights and honor, as an inde- 
pendent people, but has. as faras the influence of 
the example may affect it, made a dangerous inno- 
vation on the cade of international laws. T cannot 


meant; but the assumption of one afforded a conve- 
nient opportunity of modifying the ground he first 
took. 

[DEBATE TO BE CONTINUED ] 


TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION, 
SENATE. 

June 11. The resolution of Mr. Sevier callino 
on the executive for information in regard to the 
removal of general Arbuekte from Fort Gibson to 
Baton Rouge, was debated at some teneth by 
Messis. Sevier, Benton, Preston, Clay and Tunes 
after which it was laid on the table. j 

The motion of Mr. Rives lo reler so mach of 
the presidents messaze as relates to our foreiza 
affairs to the committee on foreign affairs, coming 
up Mr Choute, of Mass. took the floor and address. 
ed the senate for neatly two hours. 

Mr. Calkoun replied, and controverted some of 
the positions of Mr. Choute, alter he concluded Mr. 
Huntington, of Connecticut, followed in opposition 
to Mr. Culhoun, aut discussed the questiou at some 
length, alter which the senate adjourned. 

June 12. The following tnomorials and petitions 
were presented and appropriately referred: 

By Mr Clay, of Ky. two memorials fron the city 
of New York, nuwerously signed, praying the en- 
actinent of a unilorm baokrupt law. 2 

Also, trom citizens of Washington, in the District 
of Columbia, stating that the city was flooded with 
sinall notes from abroad, not worth what they bore 
on their face, and asking that the banks of sail Dis- 


es payable in 


By Mr. Smith, of Indiana, a memorial, nnme- 
r e ayne, 
in that state, praying congress to passa g 
Hauer aes 5 5 pas geneial 

By Mr. Henderson, from citizens of Jefferson 
county, Mississippi, for the enactment of a bani- 
rupt Jaw. 

_ By Mr. Wright, memorials from citizens of New 
York, and liom citizens of Clinton, in Chuton coan- 
ty, in that state, for a bankrapt law. 

Mr, Merrick, troin the committee for the Dis- 
trict ol Columbia, reported a bill to revive and 
continue in foree, untit the 4th day of July 1542, 
the charters of the banks of the District of Colum- 


natjonal law as distinct from war—that of 5ellize-' but think the principle on which the demand to | bia 
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The bill appropriating for a limited time the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands to the severa] states, aud 
for granting lands to certain states, was read a se- 
cond time, and referred to the comunittee on the 
publie lands. s i 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Smith, of Indi- 
ana, calling on the seeretary of the treasury for 
information in relatiou to the public lands, was 
adopted. . 

The resolutions submitted by Mr. Ben/on, calliug 
on the president for certain information, were seve- 
rally considered and adopted. | . 

Mr. Sevier, expressing the intention to move a 
resolution, first called for the reading of a clause 
in the report of the secretary of war which alludes 
to certain frauds perpetrated in the southwest in the 
execution of Indian treaties. The clanse having 
been read, he then sent to the chair a letter from J. 
R. Stevenson, disbursing agent, inquiring whether 
he was to consider himself as included in the clause 
referred to 

Mr. S. then offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, 'That the secretary of war be directed to 
farnish the senate with the names of all the contrac- 
tors in the southwest who have received enormous pro- 
fis under Indian annuities, involving the disburse- 
ments of large sums of money for the emigration and 
subsistence of Indians, as referred to by him in his 
communication to the president on the 31st May, 1811, 
and which profits were effected by bribing some of the 
subordinate instruments in the public employment, 
furnishing the names of those instruments, or through 
the mismanagement of higher public agents, giving 
the names of those agents, who can only screen them- 
selves from suspicion of a eonuivance in the frauds by 
aubinitting to the imputations of gross negligence or 
ignorance or incapacity in the performance of their 
duty; and that he furnish to the senate the names of 
all the parties referred to, whether ageuts of high or 
subordinate grade, bribed instruments or contractors, 
and the testimony upon which his communication is 
predicated. A 

Alter some conversation, the resolution was laid 
on the table, and ordered tn be printed. 

Mr. Preston’s resolution of inquiry coneerning 
the return of a portion of our fleet in the Mediter- 
ranean having been taken np— 

Mr. Preston modified it so as to make it a call 
for the correspondence of our minister in Eugland 
with the officers of the Mediterranean squadron and 
the despatches addressed by captain Bolton to the 
secretary of the navy. 

After some conversation belween the mover and 
Mr. Sevier as to the distinction between this call 


and {hat relating to the transter of gen. Arbuckle, | 


the resolution, having been slightly modified, was 
agreed to. 

‘The following resolution, moved some days ago 
by Mr. Olay, of Kentucky, having been taken up 
for consideration— 

Resolved, That when the senate adjourn during the 
present session leaving a aubject under discussion and 
undecided, the consideration of the subject shall be 


ately after the Journal is read, and petitionis and re- 
povis are received, without waiting for the usual hour 
of one o'clock. 


‘The resolution was debated by Messrs. Benton, | 


Clay, Young, Bayard, Buchanan, King, Calhoun and 
Allen, when Mr. Calhoun suggested that the resolu- 
tion be so far amended as to add “resolutions” after 
“reports.” 

Mc, Clay declined accepting this a3 a modifica- 
tion. 

Mr. IValker wished it to include calls to a com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Calhoun moved tu lay the resolution on the 
table but withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. Bayard, who suggested the expediency of 
inserting au exception in favor of resolutions of in- 
quiry touching the subjects tbat might be under 
diseussion. 

Mr. Culhoun renewed his motion to lay on the 
table, on which tlie yeas and nays, being called re- 
sulted as follows: yeas 19, nays 27. 

Mr. Clay now signified hie willingness to accept 
the amendicent proposed by Mr. Bayard, though 
he did not consider it as necessary. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, moved lo amend the 
amendment by striking ont the latter clause, *'re- 
specting subjects under discussion," and supported 
his motion by some remarks in favor ol allowing 
calls on the departments for information. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, replied that the effect of 
this would be to render the resolution perfectly nu- 
gatory. He assured gentleinen that there was no 
disposition on his side of the house to prevent in- 
quiry. Ile certainly lad vone himself. But did 
the gentlemen realy imagine that, because as a 
minority they possessed certain rights, they had the 
right of controlling the business of congress? Sup- 
pose one of them should introduce a resolution, tor 
example,on the subject of proscription, and the 


senate should be drawn off to debate on that sub- 
ject, what a sadly ludicrous spectacle would they 
uot present to the American people, debating for 
months this matter of proscription., Would a course 
like that ohey the will and fulfil the expectations 
of the American people? The presentation of re- 
solutions would not be prevented by this rule, save 
at times when an important subject was under dis- 
cussion, and remained undecided. He hoped that 
gentlemen would not insist on going, at this called 
session, into general unrestricted legislation. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, here suggested that if the 
object was to prevent the consumption of the whole 
morning till one o’clock on matters not connected 
with those great subjects for which the session had 
been called, that might easily be accomplished by 
so modifying the resolution as to set apart one hour 
for the consideration of memorials, reports and re- 
solutions. He suggested that modification, and asked 
if it was unreasunable? 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, replied that he really 
wished to see the business of the senate done in 
the manner most agreeable to gentlemen on: all 
sides of the house. If gentlemen would be con- 
tent with having one hour assigned them for their 
calls on the departments and other resolutions, very 
well, he, for one, would assent lo such an arrange- 
ment. 

At the suggestion of Mr. King, of Alabama, Mr. 
Clay Curther modified the resolution by adding the 
words, “unless otherwise ordered by the senate." 
And the resolution in its finally amended shape was 
then adopted as follows: 

Resolved, That during the present session, at the ex- 
piration of one hour after the meeting of the senate 
cach day, the senate will proceed to the consideration 
of the subject leit unfinished the preceding day, unless 
otherwise ordered by the senate. 

Mr. Walker moved the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the select committee to whom was 
referred the question of reporting to the senate on_ the 
subject of a fiscal agent for the government of the 
United States, be directed to inquire into the expedi- 
eney ot vesting the control of said agency ina board 
| of six directors, located at the city of Washington, to 
be chosen by a joint vote of both houses of congress, 
two of said directors to be elected at cach successive 
vate, each member being permitted to vote only on each 
occasion for one directur, so as to prevent said board 
being placed under the control of the executive or of 
any party. : , A 

Resolved, That said committee be also instructed to 
inquire into. the expediency of tendering to the states 
branches of said fiscal agency, on the condition pre- 
cedent, that said states have first entered into an agree- 
ment with each other for the gradual and prospective 
| limitation or abandonment of the banking power of the 


states. 
| Resolved, That said committee be also instructed to 
inquire into the expedency of confining said agency to 
the use of gold and silver, and of bills receivable of the 
| government of the United States of large denomina- 
| ions, excluding all the paper of the state banks, and 


gold as well as silver at all times in the United States. 

Resolved, That said committee be also instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of applying praspective- 
ly the bankrupt power of this government to the state 
banks. 

The resolutions were then laid upon the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

A report was received and read from the secre- 
tary of the treasury, containing the heads of the 
proposed plan fora fiscal bank of the United States, 
aceompanied by a bill in correspondence with it. 

The bill and report were referred to the select 
committee on the currency, and 1,500 extra copies 
of both were ordered to be printed. 

l The senate then went into tlie election of a chap- 
ain. 

When the rev. Mr. Tustin, having received 29 
votes, was declared duly elected. 

And the senate adjourned. 


June 14. Memorials in favor of a bankrupt law 
were presented by Messrs. Evans, IVright and Hen- 
derson. 

Mr. Berrien, from the commiltee on the judiciary, 
made a report on a memorial praying lor an increase 
of the salary of the district Jndge of Louisiana, in 
favor of the object, but praying to be discharged 
| from the consideration of it, until the next session. 

Petitious were presented on the subject of a na- 
tional bank, for it by Mr. Kerr, and against it by 
Mr. Wright. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Benton, calling for 
a schednle of the psyiments ont of the treasury for 
the last three montlis, was taken up for considera- 


100. 

Mr. Woodbury moved an amendment, making the 
call inore specific. 

Mr. Cluy moved to lay the resolution on the ta- 
ble, yeas 22, noes 19. 

Mr. Benton gave notice Ibat he should ask the 
cousideration to-morrow. 
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Mr. Walker submitted a resolution instructing 
the comtaittee on the publie lands to inquire into 
the expediency of making a modification of the bill 
to provide for the distribution of the proceeds of the 
publie lands, so as to make it a law lor a general 
pre-emption system, whicli was agreed to. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Woodbury, call- 
ing on the president to inform the senate if any 3p- 
plication bas been made to liim to buy state stocks, 
was taken up and agreed to. 

The resolution otiered by Mr. Sevier, calling on 
the secretary of war to state the names of the con- 
tractors for the removal ot the Indians in the south 
west who made exorbitant profits, &c. was taken 
up. 

Mr. Morehead suggested the postponement of the 
subject until the charges ot the secretary of war 
shall have been iuvestizated, 

Mr. Sevier reiterated what he had before slated 
on this subjeci. He feared that the inquiry about 
to be entered into was to be a sort of a star chamber 
investigation, and would be conducted in an ex parte 
manner. He wished to know also how the migrat« 
ing Seminoles were provided with food, whether 
they are fed by contract or not fed at all. He 
would stand by the secretary of war in ferreting 
out any real abuses, and he wished to know the 
names of the parties. ? 

Mr. Morehead said he would go with the senator 
at the proper time, but he thought it would he bet- 
ter to suspend the call for the present. He had 
ealled on the secretary of war, and had a conversa- 
lion with him on the subject, and he assured the 
senator that a call at this moment would but embar- 
rass tlie inquiries of the secretary. The secretary 
in the present state of the inquiry would not be able 
to furnish any satisfactory answer to the call be- 
cause tlie proceedings were incomplete. 

ub Morehead moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. Sevier asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. ‘ : 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 24, nays 22. tam 

The special order, being the motion of Mr. Rives 
to refer the message of the president in relation to 
our foreign affairs to the committee on foregn af- 
fairs, was taken up and debated at length by Messrs. 
Preston and Benton, after which the senate on mo- 
tion of Mr. Buchanan adjourned. 

June 15. The presidenl of the senate laid belore 
that body three several inessages from the treasury 
department in compliance with resolutions of the 
8th inst. which were ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 

The tullowing memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred: i 

By Mr. Tullmadge, from citizeos of New York, 
for a bankrupt law. 

By Mr. White, from a numher of citizens of In- 


Is 


resumed at the next meeting of the senate, immedi- [SQ RS nto retain an adequate supply an‘! circulation of! diaria, for the enactment of a bankrupt law. 


By Mr. Wright, from citizens of New York, for 
the enactment ol a bankrupt law. 

On motion of Mr. Dixon, the senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution relative to the election of 
a public printer. ‘ 

The senate then proceeded to baliot for public 
printer, when Mr. Thomas Allen, having received 
27 votes, was declared duly elected. 

The bill to revive and extend the charters of cer- 
tain banks in the District of Columbia was then 
taken up, but was passed over in consequeuce of 
the nnavoidable absence of the chairman. 

The motion to print 1,500 copies additional of 
Ihe report of the plan of the secretary of the trea- 
sury was annvunced. 


Mr. Clay said he should not move it then; indeed, 
it had remained so long that if the types were scat- 
tered he did not know whether he should move it 
at all. The matter had sufficient publicity through 
the newspapers. He did not, however, wish to 
prevent the senator from New Hampshire (Mr. 
Woodbury) from making a speech; there would, 
however, be other oecasions when he would have 
an opportunity of saying what he desired. 

Mr. King said, if the gentleman (rom New Hamp- 
shire wished to proceed, he had the right; it was 
perfectly in order to do so, and tlie senator from 
Kentucky had no right to object. 

Mr. Cloy had no desire to enter into any diseus- 
sion on lorms of order; he would not consent to 
have his proposition snatched from him whether he 
would or no. If the senator from New Hampshire 
desired to speak, he had no disposition to prevent 
him; if to-morrow or any other suitable occasion 
he cliose to proceed, Mr. C. would not object. 

Mr. King. To-morrow, then; let it be so under- 
stood. 

The senate then proceeded lo the consideration 
of the motion to refer so much of the presidenta 
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message as relates to foreign affairs to the commit- 
|tee on foreign affairs; when Mr. Buchanan rose and 
addressed the senate for near an hour and a half. 

| Mr. Clay made a brief but powerful reply, de- 
fending the course of the secretary of state, as en- 
| tirely proper and consistent with the laws of nations. 

Mr. Allen made a few observations, intimating 
‘that he would give his views in tuH at a future pe- 
riod, when the committee on foreign relations re- 
ported, deeming it, as he did, by far the mest im- 
portant subject that could occupy tbe attention of 
| congress. 

The question was then puton the adoption of the 
motion, and carried. 

A message was received from the president of 
the United States of an executive character. 

On motion, the seuate proceeded to the conside- 
ration of executive business; and, after ashort time 
spent therein, adjourned. 

June 16. The following memorials and petitions 

| were presented and appropriately referred: 

By the president pro tem. the memorial of the 

| mayor and common council of Philadefphia, in re- 
lation to the defence of the river Delaware, and the 

protection of that city. 

| By Mr. Porter, trom a number of citizens of 
‘Michigan, praying the allowance of one year's sa- 
| lary to the family of William Henry Harrison, late 
president of the United States. 

By Mr. Buchanan, from widows of revolutionary 
soldiers, stating the poverty and distress that would 
ensue to them if the pension act of 1838 were re- 

| pealed. 

Also, from citizens of Pennsylvania, urging the 
settlement of their claims for French spoliations 
made prior to 1800. 

: By Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, from citizens of Ro- 
chester, New York, asking the passage of a general 
bankrupt law. 

| Also, trom citizens of New York and Connecti- 
cut engaged in the manufacture of hata, asking that 
a duty may be imposed on fur bodies and silk hats. 

Mr. C. thought it would be well to look to the in- 
teresis of that people. The meinorial could be re- 
ferred, and when tbe matter came up 1t migbt be 

attended to. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, from the committee on the 
poblic lands, to whom had been referred resolutions 
of the legislature of Mississippi in favor of the es- 
tablishment ofa river land district io that state, re- 
ported the same back to the senate, and on bis mo- 
tion they were laid npon the table. 

Mr. Benton moved to take up the resolutions sub- 
mitted by hiin some days since, calling on the trea- 
sury tur a schedule of the payments inade from the 
treasury during the months of March, April and 
May ot the present year. 

Mr. Clay said that resolution had been laid on the 
table with a view that it should lay there. 

Mr. Calhoun hoped the resolution would be taken 
up; it asked nothing unreasonable. Was it to be 
understood that information desired for the purpose 
of legislation was to be withheld? The whole ba- 
sis of the report about the deficit of the treasury 
rested on that information; it was very tnaterial that 
it should be forthcoming. 

Mr. Clay thought it not worth while lo getin a 
assion about it. The resolution was proposed to 
e amended by the senator from New Hainpshire, 

(Mr. Woodbury), and embraced a much wider, 
scope than the original. lt was the general under- 

standing, he thought, that no business was to be 

acted on save what was essential and embraced in 

the message of the president. The resolution, if 
adopted, would require great labor and time to pre- 

pare, and compe! the departments to exclude more 

important matters in which they might be reqnired 

to be engaged. 

Mr. Calhoun said it was very desirable to have 
the information. The secretary, in his report, had 
given aggregates; but general results were wanted. 
Un making out the report, he did not give the ex- 
 penditures from the fourth of March to the first of 

une. Mr. C. expressed the hope that no gag 
would be resorted to preventing them from having 

the desired information. He spoke in no passion; 
but in a matter imminently dangerous to the coun- 
try and constitution, he expressed himsell with 
feeling. 

Mr. Woodbury said he had suggested the amend- 
ment because it opened the door tor inquiry; it could 
be voted down ìf gentlemen desired. 

Mr. Benton said the question was on taking up 
the resolution, and he certainly had the rizht to do 
that. If they desired to suppress information, they 
could vote it down; they had the nuinbers. 

Mr. Clay was sure there was no senator on that 
side of the house any more than himself that would 
not cheerfully furnish any information that was re- 
quisite to the purposes of fair legislation. But if 


gentlemen made calls on the departments which 
would have a tendency to check and embarrass 

them in thcir operations at this critical moment, 

could they blame them for interfering? He put it 

to their candor to say whether at any time there had 

been evinced a desire to withhold information?— 

Gentlemen talk of their opinions of the danger te 
be apprehended to the country and constitution by 

our measures. ‘They were entitled to their opinions; 

but which were to prevail, those of the majority, aA 
those of the minority? He thought no decisive | 
purpose could be effected by the adoption of the re- 

solution. 

Mr. Colhoun hoped the senator from New Hamp- | 
shire would withdraw his amendment, and leave the 
simple resolution as originally draughted. 

Mr. Woodbury thought he could show that the 
amendment could not involve the department in any 
unnecessary expense, and that it bore directly on 
the matters for which they were called to legislate 
atthe extra session. 

The motion to take up having been waived— The 
resolution of Mr. Clay to print 1,500 extra copies 
of the report of the secretary on finance, was taken | 
up, when Mr. fVoodbury rose and delivered his 
views at length on that report. 

Mr. Evans rose to reply, but, at the suggestion 
of Mr. Clay, the hour being late, the senate went | 
into the consideration of executive business, and, | 
atter some time spent therein, adjourned. 

June 17. The president pro tem. of the senate 
communicated a letter from the president of the 
United States, transmitting reports of the secreta- 
ry of state in compliance with a resolution of the 
12th instant, calling (or orders sent to officers of the | 
army and navy, &c. in relation to political interfe- 
rence in elections, &c. 

Also, in compliance with a resolution of the 
same date, a copy of the instructions to the com- 
missioners to investigate the public works in the | 
city of Washington. 

Also, a report from the secretary of the treasury, | 
in compliance with a resolution of the 8th instant | 
calling for the amonnt of treasury notes issued 
prior to the 4th day of March last, &c. 

These communications were severally laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented, and appropriately referred. 

By Mr. Tallmadge, two memorials from citi- 
zens of New York and the town of Millersburg, 
Obio, asking the enactment of a general bankrupt 
law. 

By Mr. Merrick, from the president and direc- 
tors of the Union Bank of Georgetown, asking an 
extension of time to wind up their concerns. 

Resolutions of inquiry were offered by Messrs. 
Nicholson, Henderson, Merrickand Buchanan, which | 
will be noted in their progress. | 

The bill to 1evive and extend the charters of cer- 
tain banks in the District of Columbia was read a 
second time; when Mr. Evans expressed a wish 
that the senator. who had especial charge of the bill 
would let it lie nver until fo morrow. The subject 
might lead to discussion, which would expend the 
time of the senate tothe interruption of the un- 
finished business of yesterday. 

Mr. Merrick said he would cheerfully yield to 
the wishes nf the senator in postponing the consi- 
deration of the bill until to-morrow. He did not 
apprehend, however, that it wouid lead to any de- 
bate, as the subject had been amply discussed at a 
prior session. |t was a matter in which the people 
of the District were deeply interested, and he was 
therefore disposed to have it acted on as soon as 
possible. He should call up the bill to-morrow, 

The senate then proceeded to the unfinished bu- 
siness of yesterday, viz: the motion to print an 
extra number of the report of the secretary of the 
treasury on the finances. 

Mr. Evans rose and addressed the senate at great | 
length, chiefly in answer to Mr. [Voodbury’s re- 
marks of yesterday. i 

Mr. Wright followed; and after speaking for half 
an hour, gave way fora motion to go into execu- | 
tive session. After which, the senate adjoured. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday, June 9. Some explanations took 
place between the speaker and several members in 
relation to certain proposed corrections of the jour- 
nal, which, however, resulted in no action. 

Mr. C. Brown, of Pennsylvania, rose to make an 
inquiry of the speoker. He ( Mr. B.) saw, on look- 
ing at the newspapers, that the committees there 
announced were not the same as the committees 
which had yesterday been read at the clerk’s table. 
He desired to know where the real committees | 
would be found. 


i 


The speaker stated that it was known to the house 
tbat the cbair had had only a very short time in 


9 


* 


83 


which to make out the list, and there had not been 
time to have thein copied. A few ofthe namea 
had thus been transposed, and in three instauces the 
naines of three geutlemen bad been entirely omit- 
ted. These things having occurred solely from the 
hurry in which the committees were required to be 
inade up, the speaker presumed that it would be in 
the power of the chair te make the corrections.— 
The committees would be found on the clerks table. 

[The corrections will be found in our laston 
page 271]. 

Mr. Graáom rose, in pursuance of notice given 
on the second day of the present session, and asked 
leave to introduce a bill to repeal the act of July 
4, 1840, commonly known as the sub-treasury hill. 

Mr Weller objected. 

The house then proceeded to vote for the elec- 
tion of door. keeper, the speaker appointing Messrs. 
IVarren, Clinton and Grecn tellers to superintend 
the voting. 

The following gentlemen were put in nomina- 
tion, on the first voting, which resuíted as follows: 


Whole number of votes 213 
Necessary to a choice 107 
OF which 

Mr. Joseph Follanshee received 112 
Mr. R. €. Washington 16 
Mr. John Addison 2 
Mr. Jesse E. Dow 49 
Mr. J. W. Bronangh 9 
Mr. A. B. Lindsley 4 
Mr. Cranston Lauiie 15 


Scattering 6 
So, on the first voting, Mr. Joseph Follansbee 
was declared to be duly elected door-keeper of this 
honse. 
Whereupon he appeared and took the oath of of- 
ce. 
The next election in order, under the resolution 
of yesterday, being that of assistant door-keeper— 
The speaker appointed Messrs. Snyder, Morris 
and Saltonstall to aet as tellers. 
The following gentlemen were nominated, and 
the vote resulted as folinws: 


Whole number of votes 195 
Necessary to a choice 98 
Of which 

Mr. Hunter received 149 
Mr. Choate E! 
Mr. Cunningham 10 
Mr. Ellison A. Hopkins 4 
Mr. Beck 8 
Mr. Powell 7 
Mr. Samuet Duncan 4 
Mr. Cutts 14 


So Mr. Hunter, having received a majority of all 
the votes, was declared to be duly elected assistant 
door-keeper of this house. Whereupon he appear- 
ed and took the oath of office. 

On motion of Mr. Morgan, by unanimous con- 
sent, it was resolved that Mr. McCormick be re- 
appointed postinaster of this honse. 

On motion of Mr. Wise, the house then proceed- 
ed to the election of chaplain to this house. 

The speaker appointed Messrs Underwood, Young 
and Campbell, of S. C. tellers to superintend the 
voting. The following gentlemen were nominated 
and the vote stood as lollows: 


Whole number of votes 189 
Necessary to a choice 95 
Of which Mr. Frencli received 118 

Mr. Page 6 
Mr. Bristol 16 

Mr. Braxton, withdrawn. 

Mr. Bailey 16 
Mr. Welton 16 
Mr. Reese 15 
Scattering 2 


Sothe rev. Mr. French, having received a ma- 


| jority ofall the votes, was declared elected. 


Mr. Sergeant then rose and offered the following 
resolution. 

Resolved, 'That the house now proceed to the elec- 
tion of printer of this house for the 27th congress, whose 
compensation shall he twenty per cent. less than the 
prices fixed by the joint resolution of 1819. 

A question was raised by Mr. Clifford as to the 
business new in order, which was discussed for 
some time, by several members, when the decision 
of the chair was called for. 


The chair decided that the first motion in order 


| was the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 


(Mr. Ingersoll) and that that gentlemen was enti- 
tled to the floor on that inotion. 

This motion was read from the jou'nal (substan- 
tially) asa motion by Mr. Ingersoll to reconsider 
the vote of yesterday, adopting the amendment of 
Mr. J. Q. Adams to the resolution of Mr. Wise to 
adopt the rules of the last house of representatives, 
by adding to the said resolution the words, except- 
ing the 21st rule; that Mr. Everett excepted to the 
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reception of the inotion, oa the ground that it was 
not uir older, 

Mr. Ingersoll then took the floor a 
some tune, being repeatedly called to order hy 
members, but williout concluding, gave way to a 
motion of Mr. [Wise that the house adjourn. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered, aud be 
ken, were yeas 101; nays 82. So the house adjourn- 
ed. 

Thursday, Janet. The journal of yesterday be- 
ing read, some couversation was had concerning an 
alteration of yesterday's report. After discussion 
the subject was dropped. 

Mr. Tillinghast, on 
providing forthe appointment of a committee of 
three, on the part of this house, on the library of 
congress. &e.; which was acopted. 

Mr. Fillmore asked leave to offer a resolntion 
providing that the report of the secretary of the 
Irearury, made to this house at the present session, 
be committed to the comipittee of ways and means, 
except such parts thereof as related to the subject 
already submitted toa select cormittee. 

Mr. Randolph desired to wove an amendment. 

Mr. Heller objected to the introduction of the re- 
solution. 

The speaker said the resolution conld not be in- 
troduced but by unaniinous consent. 

Mr. Randolph (on the suggestion of 
witlidrew his proposition to amend. 

Mr. Filmare hoped the gentleman 
[Mr. Weker] would withdraw lus objection. 
eomiittiee of ways and means had no business be- 
lore thein. 

Mr. Stanly. Move to suspend the rule. 

Mr. Fillmore moved a suspension of the rule. 

Mr. Pickens was nnderstood to suggest that there 
was some business requiring the action of tlie eom- 
nittee of ways and means; he alluded to the appro- 
priations necessary to pay themselves. {Laughier. } 
He presutaed there would be no objection now. 

[Cries ot “No, nos? “that will fix it."] 

‘The speaker here stated to the house that the ap- 
plications lor money had been very numerous and 
pressing; and thal heavy responsibilities on tins 
subj et bad already been taken by the speaker. No 
appropnations had been made, and the chair was 
now checking upon a bank on his own respon- 
sibiliiy. [1 was tor the house to say how long this 
state of things should continue. 

‘The question was then taken on the motio 
Mr. Fuimore, and the rules were suspended. 
then the resolution was adopted. 

A message was received trom the senate in rela- 
tion to the appomtment of a committee on enrolled 
bills, Concnrred in, on motion of Mr. Briggs. 

Mr. Holmes, ol Sonth Carolina, on leave, present- 


Mr. Fillinare) 


And 


ed a resolution passed by citizens of Charleston, S. 


C. recommending an appropriation to the amount 
ot one year’s salary for general Harrison’s lawmily. 
Qu moon of Mr. H. the resolution was referred to 
the committee of the whole on the state ol the 
union, to which had been referred the bill upon that 
subject. And, on motion of Mr. Eve: ell, the reso- 
luiton was ordered to be printed. 

The speuker laid before the house a communica- 
tion purporting to be testimony in the case of con- 
tested election trom Virginia,” On motion of Mr. 
Underwood, it was relerred to the committee on 
elections. 

Mr. Underwood, by unanimons consent, present 
ed memorials wom Ute Patriotic bank and the Bank 
ol Alexandiia, (the purport ol which did not trans- 
pire); which were referred to the cominittee for the 
District of Colninbia, 

The speaker laid before the lonse a communica- 
tion from the treasurer ol the Umted States, Uans- 
witting an account of tlie receipts and expenditures 
for the service of the past office departinent for the 
year terminating the first ol July, 1540. Ou motion 
oi Mr. Weller, laid on the table and ordered to be 

rinted. 

Mr. Bidluck rose and said he did not wish to iu- 
teirapt the business of the house, but he desired to 


inquire ol the chair whether a day would soon be | 


assizned forthe presentation of petitions and memo- 
rials generally, or whether it would be in order for 
hun now to present a memorial. He beld in his 
hand a petition which be was desirous to present, 
if he could do sain order, 

‘The speaker was naderstood to say that, alter the 
special business (of reconsideration) now before 
the house bad been disposed of, petitions and me- 
morials would be entertained. 

Mr MeKeon, by unanimous consent, presented 
the memorial of the chamber of commerce ol the 
city of New York, ín favor ef a national bank; 
which, on motion of Mr. MeK was referred to the 
select comnmittee on the currency. 

Mr. C. H. Williams asked leave to introduce a 
resolution providing for tbe appointment of a select 


| 


nd spoke for | presentatives w 


ing ta-| the introduction of the resolution. 


| in relation to the appointiaent of a joint committee 
| on 
i 


leave introduced a resolution | in favor of omitting 


| 


from Ohio | 
‘Phe | 


t 
n of 


coimmittee, whose duty it should be to report, as 
early as possible, a bill for the apportionment of re- 
ithin the several states according 
to the census. Mr. W. made an explanation on the 
subject of his motion. 

Mr. Everedl (ett constrained, he said, to object to 


A joint resolation was received from the senate 
the library, &c. Concuried in. 


The house then resumed the consideration of the 
motion heretofore subinitted by Mr. Ingersoll, to 


| reconsider the vote by which the house had decided 


the 21st rule of the last con- 
gress, 
Mr. Ingersoll resumed his remarks, commenced 


| yesterday, (during which he was repeatedly called 


to order for not confiuing himsell tothe subject), after 


| proceeding tor sometime, by pertaission, he conclud- 


ed by expressing his deep anxiety and solicitude to 
put an end to the excitement prevailing 1n the coun- 


| try in relation to questions of abolitionisin, and to 


| restore it to repose, peace and tranquillity. 
Jminediately on Mr. Ingersoll resuming his seat, 
| Mr. J. C. Clark rose and moved the previous ques- 
| tion on the motion to reconsider; [there being some 
| eiglit or ten gentlemen stinggliug tor the flao:]. 

| Mr. Truman Smith moved a call of the house. 

| Mr. Marshall, of Ky. desired Mr. C. to yield the 
floor. He was nuderstood to say that he had a re- 
quest to make ol the gentleman frora New York; 
aad if the gentleman declined to concede to it, he 
(Mr. M.) was understood to say he would not press 
the matter tarther. 

Mr. Clark said he would withdraw the previous 
| question if the gentleman Irom Kentucky (Mr. 

Marshall) would pledge bunsell to renew it. 
| Mr. Warren insisted that, il there was any yield. 
ing, at should be unconditional. 

The speaker inquired of Mr. Clark whether be 
yielded the floor. 

Mr. Clark replied that unless the gentleman would 
pledge himsel to renew the demand lor the previous 
| question he, (Mr. C.) must insist on his ipotion. 
|^ And, alter some conversation, the demand for tlie 

previons question was persisted in. 


And the question was then put on the motion of 


| Mr. Smith, that there be a call of the house, and 
| was deeied in the affirmative: Yeas 80, nays 43. 
So a call of the honse was ordered. 
The clerk then called the roll, and 196 members 
| answered to their names. 
| And the oamesof the ahsentees having been eall- 
ed over, the speaker announced that 211 members 
were present. 

On motion of Mr. Morgan, by a vote of ayes 115, 
| noes not counted, all further proceedings on the 
call were suspended. 
| Mr. Marshall appealed to the gentleman from N. 
| York, (Mr. Clark), to withdraw the demand for the 

previous question, Ifthe gentleman would consent 
to do so, he (Mr. M.) was willing to pledge him- 
| sell to renew the motion after he should have con- 
| eluded the remarks he desired to make, 

Mr. Clark thereupon withdrew his demand for 
| the previons question. 


Some conversation ensued, involving the right of 
| a member to make these conditioual surrenders of 


motions submitted by hiim, but no action was taken 
| ou the point of order. 
| Mr. Marshall then rose and addressed the house 
for a space of two hours on the subject matter in- 
volving the 21st role, and generally in reply to the 
remarks of Mr. duns, and concluded by saying 
that having been indulged by the courtesy ol the 
| gentleman trom New York, (Mr. Clark), he should, 
| in compliance with his contraet, renew the motion 
lor the previous question, although his own impres- 
sion. was that it ought not to be seconded, but that, 
inasmuch as the debate had been forced upon the 
house, it should now be permitted to go ahead. 
And the question being on seconding the demand 
for the previous question, Mr. Randolph inoved to 
lay the motion of reconsideration on the table. 
Mr. Briggs asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 
Mr. Wise submitted to the chair that this motion 


to lay on the table, if 1t should prevail, wonld not | 


touch the second motion to reconsider, [i. e. that 
‘submitted the other day to reconsider the final vote 
by which the rules of the last honse were adopted, 
lemporarily, and by which a committee was ap- 
pointed thereon ] 

The speaker said: Not at all. 

The question was then taken on the motinn to 
lay the motion to reconsider on tlie table, ani] was 
decided in the negative; yeas 77, nays 142. So 
Ihe motion to reconsiner was nol laid on the table. 

| The question then recurred on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question on the motion to re- 
| cousider. 


Mr. Sleenrod asked tor teilers; who were ordered, 
and the question was secouded, ayes 108, noes 94. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the question, 
“Shall the main question be now put?” and, being 
taken, Were: yeas 116, nays 100. So the main 
question was ordered to be now taken, 

Mr. Briggs asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question; whieh were ordered, 

And the main question, «Shall the vote be recon- 
sidered?” was then taken, and decided in the nega- 
tive: yeas 110, nays 116. So the vote was not re- 
considered. 

Mr. Wise then called up the second motion for 
reconsideration, to wil: the motion of Mr. Fornance, 
“that the house reconsider the vote adopting the 
resolution for the appointment of a committee to 
report sules for the governinent of the honse, and 
temporarily adopting the rules and orders of the 
last house.” 

Which motion being regularly before the house, 
Mr. Wise said be tad a few words to say, and was 
willing either to go on now, or, if it was the plea- 
sure of the house, to yield to a motion tor adjourn- 
ment, and suhmit his remarks to-morrow morning. 
Mr. W. having yielded the floor for the purpose; 
Mr. Hopk'ns moved that the honse do now adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, were: yeas 107, nays 97. So the house ad- 
journed. 

Friday, June 11. The first business in order 
was the motion of Mr. Fornance, “that the house 
reconsider the vote adopting the resolution for the 
appointment of a coroinittee to report rules forthe 
government of the lonse, and temporarily adopt- 
ing the rnles and ordeis of the last house-” 

Mr. Wise being entitled to the floor, 

Mr. Pendielon asked the gentleman to give wa 
io enable hiin to present a memorial [iom the cham- 
ber of commerce of Cincinnati; also, one from the 
citizens of New Richmond, Clermont county, Obio, 
asking Jor an astablishment of a national baak. 
But, Mr. Wise declining to yield the floor, the me- 
morials were not presented. 


for the appointment of a committee to report roles 
for the government of the house, and temporarily | 
adopting the rules and orders of the last honse. In 
pursuance ol these rules, thirty-three standing; 
committees had been appointed, and a sergeant at- 
arins, doorkeeper, &c. elected. He desired. to be 
informed whether, it the vote adopting fhe resolu- 
tion be reconsidered, all these elections would not 
be thereby annulled? 

Mr. Wise said he was always willing to give 
way, but could not on the present occasion, as he 
was desirous that the question should be speedily 
disposed of by the house. He proceeded at some 
length in his remarks; but withont concluding, 
suddenly took his seat, remarking, at the same 
time, that he was very sick. He was immediately 
removed from the hall. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Fillmore, the further 
consideration of the subject before the hvuse was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. Fillmore said, il it was in order, he would 


a printer. 


if 


Mr. Sergeant a lew days ago, having been read,) 
Mr. Atherton raised a question. whether it was in 
order. The chair said it was; whereupon Mr. 
Atherton appealed from his decision, 

Alter some conversation between Messrs. Gil- 
mer, Atherton, Clifford, Everett, Fillmore, Chapman 
Deun and the speulcer, the question on the appea 
was taken, by yeas and nays, and were, yeas 145 
nays 75. ‘The deeision was sustained. 

The question now recurred on seconding the de: 
mand for the previous question; and it was agreec 
to. 

The main question was ordered to be put, and thr 
| resolution was then read, as follows: 
| Resolved, That the house. now proeced to the elec 
tion of priater of. this house for the twenty-seventl 
eongress, whose. eompensation shall be twenty pe 
ceni: inas than the prices fixed by the joint resolutio! 
ot 1513. 

Mr. Wood moved a division of the resolution 
whieh was agreed 10; anii the question being take! 
on the first branch thereof, it was decided in th: 
atitrmative. 

The question then recurred on the second branch 
wherenpon Mr. Heller ealled for the yeas an 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 17) 
hays 19 So the second branch of the resolutio| 
was concurred in. | 

Mr. Watlerson moved to reconsider the vot 
just given with a view, in case the motion shoul) 
prevail, ol then offering resolutions referring th 


| 


| 
Mr. Bolts now arose, and said that if he under- 
stood the proposition before the house, it was a mo- 
lion to reconsider the vote adopting the resolation | 
| 


The resolution relative to that subject, offered " 


[ 
[ 
[ 
[ 
! 
i 
1 
| 
1 
|| 
| 


| 
| 


I 


move that the house now proceed to the election of 
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subject of the publie printing to a select commit- 
tee; whose duty it should be to consider the expe- 
diency ol letting out the printing to be done by 
.€ontiact, to tie lowest bidder, who shall furnish 
s satislactoiy evidence of his ability to execute the 
same. Also to consider the exprdiency of sepa- 
rating the public printing trom the newspaper press, 
&c. &e. 

Mr. Sergeant opposed the motion on the ground 
that, by tie adoption of thts resolution, the house 
would secure the execution of the printing at a 
price lower, by five per cent. than the select com- 
mittee had required at the last session. 

Mr. IV Cost Johuson lollowed, and at the con- 
clusion of his remarks moved the previous ques- 
tion on tlie motion to reeonsider. 
|o And the previous question being seconded, the 

main question was oidered. to be put; and being 
put, as follows, “will the house reconsider?” it 
| was decided tn the negative—yeas 72, nays 122. 

| Nominations then being in order, 

|. Mr. Morgun nominated Messrs. Gales & Seaton. 

Mr. Mckeon nominated Messrs. Blair & Rives 

Messis. Mcfteon and Moigan were then appoint- 
ed tellers. 

The house then proceeded to vote, and the re- 
sult was as lollows: 
Whole nuinter of votes, 
Necessary to a choice, 


For Giles & Seaton, 134 
For Blair & Rives, 73 
For Peter Force, 6! 


So Messts. Gales and Seaton were declared to 
have been duly elected. 

On motion of Mr Briggs, the usual order for the 
furnishing of newspapers, &c. was agreed to. 

Mr. Sergeant then moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable hiin to subinit a resolution confin- 
ing the action of congress at the present session to 


a certain class of measures; but the motion was | 


negatived. 


Aler several unsuccessful attempts by other 


members to introduce hiils, &c. at half past 4 P. | 


M. the house adjourned. 

Saturday, June 12. Mr. Chapman, of Alabama, 
introduced the hon. IVia. IF. Payne, representative 
elect from the state of Alabama, who was qualified 
and took his seat. 

Some explanation took place between Mr. Mc- 
Keon aud the speaker, in relation to the comtnittee 
on the expenditures ol the treasury departinent. 

Mr. Goggin moved that the turtuer consideration 
of the mouoa to reconsider the vote by which the 
house had adopted the 1e-0lunion appointing a con- 
mittee to report rules for the government of this 
house, and adopting, until such report be made, the 
Tules and orders of the last bouse, (exceptihe 21st), 
for the vovernment, temporarily, of thts bonse, be 
postponed until Monday next. Mr. G., assigned, 
aa his reason lor this motion, tlie continued indispo- 
sition of Mr. IVise, who, however, was in his seat, 
and who was willing to proceed now rather than 
not having an opportunity of closing his remarks. 
The motion lor postponement was, without a word, 
adopted. 

Mr. Graham, ol N. C. asked leave to introduce a 
bilt to repeal the act coromouly called the sub trea- 
sury bill. 

Objection being made and a few words from 
Messrs. Pickens, Arnold and Graham, the yeas and 
nays were asked lor on suspending the roles, and 
being taken were, yeas 56, uays 132. So the rules 
were not suspended. 

Mr. Sergeant noved that the house now proceed 
to the consideration of the following resolution pre- 
sented by him yesterday. 

Resolved, That the action of the several standing 
| eommi:tees of this house, except the committees of 
elections, of mileage, and accounts, and of ways 
land means, on all matters no: embraced by the 
message of the president of tle United States to the 
two houses of congress, communicated on the second 
day of the present session. be suspended unii! the com- 
Menceinent of the annual session in December next, 
except it be to consider the subject of an uniform bank- 
rupt law as far as may be thought fit; and that the con- 
sideration of all peunons relating to other matters than 
those embraced ia the message, except as belore ex- 
cepted, be als» postponed to the period above specified. 

Objection being made to the reception, Mr. Ser- 
geant moved a suspension of the rules and asked 
the yeas and nays, which was taken and decided 
in the negative, yeas 122, nays 89, (not two-thirds.) 

The speaker commenced the call for petitions and 
memorials in the order of the states aud territories, 
commencing with the state of Maine, when a great 
number were presented on various subjects, and 
appropriately relerred, or laid on the table. 

The speaker called the standing committees in 
their order lor reports, but no reports were made. 
Select cointoittees were then called, when Mr, Cal- 
houn, of Miss. from the select committee on the 


rules and orders of the house, made the following 
report: 

he commiftee on the rules, in part discharge of 
the duty assigned thein, report the tollowing amend- 
ments to the rules of the last honse of representa 
tives, which have been adopted temporarily for the 
government of this house, which amendments are 
to be in force lor the present session. By order ol 
the comaiittee. W. B. CALHOUN, chairman. 

Upon the presentation of petitions and other pa- 
pers on subjects not specially relerred to the cousi 
deration of the house in the message of the presi- | 
dent at the opening of the present extra session, ob- 
jection to the reception shall be considered as made, 
and the question of reception shall bie laid upon the 
table. This rule to be considered only in force dur 
ing the present session. Petitions and other papers 
lor or against a bankrupt law to be excepted [roin 
the operations of this rule. 

The action of all committees on all subjects no! 
specially referred to the consideration of the house 
in the message of the president shall be suspended 
during the present session: this suspension not to ap- 
ply to business before tlie coinmittee of elections, ol 
ways and means, on accounts, and on mileage, nor, 
it the honse shall so determine, to the subject ol a 
general hankrapt law. 

Mr. Stanly moved the previous question on the | 
adoption of the report. | 

Mr. Atherton said he objected to the report, be- | 
cause the committee had transcended their powers 


lin undertaking to prescribe upon what subjects the 


house of representatives should act during the pre 
sent session. He was at a loss to know by what 
authority they had undertaken to make a report on 
a inatter not left for their consideration. 

Mr. Lewis Williams desired to know whether the 
gentleman was in order. | 

Mr. Jitheiton reinaiked. that the committee had | 
undertaken to preseribe on what subjects the hous: | 
should act, which he thought was wrong. Now, if 
a committee had been raised on this subject, then 
he supposed it would not have been consiered as 
coming in conflict with a general revisal ot the 
rules; therefore, he contencted that the report of the 
committee was not in order, because it did no! 
coine within the scope of the authority confided to, 
the committee. | 

Mr. Wise moved that the house do now adjourn. | 
The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and | 
being taken, were, ycas 57, nays 87. 

Mr. Waise rose to a poiut of order; and he desired 
the speaker to decide whether the committee had 
perlormed its duty in reporting what subjects should | 
be acted npon at the present session, and whether | 
there woul be any iules for the government ot this | 
house except those reported in the resolution of the | 
cominittee? | 

The speaker said that he had no doubt about the | 
point of order. The rules stood in {full force while 
a motion for reconsideration was undisposed of. 

Mr. Atherton appealed from the decision of the | 
speaker. | 

And the question being on the appeal, Mr. IFise| 


ordered to be now taken, whieh was on the adop- 
tion of the report, was then taken by yeas and nays, 
aud was decided in the affirmative, yeas 166, nays 
60. So the report ol the committee was adopted, 

Mr. Morgan moved a reconsideration of the vate 
Just taken. He observed that he had tr quently 
hotierd that some gentlemen who had voted in the 
majority on questions had done so for the purpose 
of moving a reconsideration. Now, he moved a re- 
consideration of the vote, although he Lad voted in 


| the majority, and would vote against it. And he 


moved the previous question. 

Mr. Slunfy observed that the gentleman from N. 
York, (Mr. Morgan), could not make two motions 
at (he same tine, and he, (Mr. S.) would therefore 
inove the previous question, 

Pending which, a motion was made that the house 


do now adjourn; which moticn was rejected. 


A call ct the house was moved, but was refused. 

The question then recurred and was taken on the 
demand ior the previous question, Aud there was 
a second. And the main question was ordered to 
be now taken, 

Mr McKeon demanded the yeas and nays on the 
main question, which were onlered. 

Mr. Dawson asked the gentleman from N. York, 
(Mr. McKeon), to withdraw his call tor the yeas 
and nays, bat lie declined to acquiesce in his re- 
quest. 

Aud the main question, (being on the reronside- 
valon), was then taken and decided in the nega- 
tive, yeas 28, nays 108, So the vole was nol recon- 
sidered. And then the house adjourned, 

Monday, June 14. Mr. Fornance rose ta a privi- 
leged question, to move a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the resolution of the committee on 
the rules was adopted. It was decided to be out of 
orderand not entertained. 

The speaker stated that the first business in order 
was the inmotion to reconsider the vote by which the 
house had appointed a committee to revise the rules 
of the house, with the exception of the 21st rule, 
relating to abolition petitions. 

Mr. IH ise being entitled to the floor, having reco- 
verel from bis indisposition, resumed his remaiks, 
and spoke lor six honrs. After he bad sat down, 
Mr. Bolts took the floor, and moved the previous 
question, on the motion pending, which was to re- 
cousider the vote by which the select committee on 
the rules had been appointed, and by which the 
rules of the last house, except the 21st, had been 
temporarily adopted. The previous question was 
seconded, and the question on the reconsideration 
being put, was carried—yeas 106, nays 104. 

After which, amidst a scene of great uproar, the 
house adjourned. 

Tuesday, June 15 The journal having been read, 
Mr. Lewis Williams otferd the following resolution: 

Resohied, That the daily hour to which this house 
shall stand adjourned shall be 10 o'clock. until other- 


wire ordered, 
Mr. Floyd, of N. Yoik, objected. Mr. Williams 
mov d a suspension of the rules. 


Alter afew remarks on the resolution, without, 


said he wished to make this point of ordei: The re- however, coming to any decision, the house resum- 
solution ol the house was, that a committee of nine | ed the consideration of the questions arising out of 
members be appointed to draft rules for the house; | the motion of Mr. Forüanec, of the Sth inst. to re- 
and until such committee made a report, and the | consider the vote of the 7th inst. adopting the 1eso- 
same be finally acted upon, the rules of the last) lution moved by Mr. Wise for the appointment of 
house of representatives should be considered the | à comtoiltee to report rules for the governun nt of 
tutes of this house. Now, if this were adopted as | the house, and adopting temporarily the rules and 


the report of (he cominittee, and if the house finally | 
acted on it, he asked if there would be any but! 
these rules? { 

The speaker replied that he was very clear in his | 
views on tbis subject. The chair considered this 
as a report, in part, ol the coiomittee; aud dit nol 
cousider it was his province to say whether the 
cominittee had transcended its powers or not. This 
was aquestion for the house to decide. 

Mr. Atherton her withdrew his appeal. | 

And the question recurring on the demand for the | 
previous question, Mr. Weller woved that the re- 
port ot the committee be laid on the table, and that | 
it be printed, with a view, he said, to give the 
members time to examine into tlie subject. 

Mr. Steenrod asked for the reailing of the report; 
which having been again read, Mr. Chupmon mov- 
ed that the house do now adjourn. 

Mr. Keim asked for the yeas and nays thereon, 
which were oidered; and, being taken, were, yea: 
62, nays 94. 

And the question then recurring on the motion 
that the report of the committee be laid on fhe table | 
and printed. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered; and 
being taken, were, yeas 53, nays 79. So the house 
refused to lay the report on the table. 

And the question then recurred, and was taken 
on the demand for the previous question. And 
there was a second. And the main question was, 


orders of the last house of representatives. 

The house having yesterday decided to reconsi- 
der the vote of the 8th inst. adopting the resolution, 
the amendment proposed hy Mr. Rayner to the 1e- 
solution was read; and, alter some converzation as 
to whether that amendment was in order or not, 
Mr. R rose and said that lie woukl withdraw hta 
motion to amend for the present, and would speak 
to the main question. 

Mr. Hopkins rose to order. 

Mr. Barnard rose to a question of order. Seve- 
ial days ago, the house had adopted a resolution 
providing rules and orders for the government of 
Ihe house. That resolution, he understood, was 
passed under the operation of the previous ques- 
tion. Was he correct? 

The speaker said the gentleman was correct, 

Mr. Bornard. Yesterday the house agreed upon 
a motion to recensider the vote by which the reso- 
lution was aduoted. Now, the question arises, in 
what position does that qriginal resolution stand, 
and that is the question belore the house. It is, in 
my opinieu, simply a question of the adoption uf 
that resolution; and the house having voted to re- 
consider, there is no other question but that before 
the honse, aud that resolution is presented with all 


| its attendant cireumstances; that ts to say, it is now 


under the operation of the previous question. I 
present this question of order to the house, aud f 
ask the decision of the cbair upon it. 
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Mr. Hunter said the chair would doubtless recol- 
lect that it had been the practice of the house, for 
some time past, when motions were inade to recon- 
sider resolutions under the previous question, to 
consider the previous question exhausted. Hnn- 
dreds of cases could be shown where propositions 
to amend liad been received and been debated un- 
der such circumstances; and, indeed, in this very 
case, tlie gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) had 
entered into debate. 

Mr. Barnard asked the decision of the chair on 
his point of order. é A ) 

Mr. Briggs asked that the precise question, as it 
stood, might be stated. Asto the point of order, 
he concurred in the view taken by the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Hunter). 

The speaker said that the qnestion now before 

the house was the original resolution of the gentle- 
man from Virginia, (Mr. Wise), adopted some 
days ago, alter the amendment of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Adams) had heen incor- 
porated with it; he (the gentleman froin Virginia) 
having, previous to such incorporation, accepted 
ihe amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Underwood), providing for the adoption, fora 
certain tiine, of the rules ol the last house, and ap- 
pointing a select committee to revise them, 
The house row stood precisely as it did when the 
final vote was taken adopting the resolution of the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) with the 
Smendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Adams) incorporated with it. Prior to that 
vote having been taken, the previous question had 
been ordered upon the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts; and, under the operation 
of the previous question, that amendment had heen 
adopted. Prior to the final vote having been taken 
upon the resolution, thus amended, the previous 
question was again demanded and ordered, and, un- 
der tlie operation of the question, this resolution 
had been adopted. A motion was made to recon- 
aider, and, after a postpanement, was finally acted 
on yesterday, and the vote on the resolution of the 
gentleman from Virginia, as amended, was recon- 
sidered, thus leaving the house precisely where it 
stood prior to the fiual vote on the adoption of the 
resolution as amended. 

The question, therefore, recurred, what could 
now be done in the way of ameudinent or diseus- 
sion? 

In the opinion of the chair, nothing more could 
be done now than could be done then. That could 
not be done by indirection which could not be done 
directly. If 30, the whole force and efficacy of 
the previous question, thus demanded and ordered, 
could be got nd of by a gentleman rising and mov- 
jug a reconsideration. Notwithstanding that the 
chair had found on examination, and well recollect- 
ed, one of the decision referred to by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, (Mr. Hunter), when a propost- 
tion for reconsideration of a question that had been 
decided under the previous question had heen 
adopted, and where amendments had been offered 
by various gentlemen and been debated, yet (the 
speaker was understood to say) there had been no 
solemn decision on that point; no question of order 
raised, no appeal taken. lt seemed to the chair 
that il there were any force or ellect in the applica- 
tian of the previous question, it inust apply uow. 
This was the only way of preventing the house 
from doing indirectly that which it cannot do di- 
rectly. 

Mr. Wise. Do I, then, understand ihe chair to 
decide that the previous question has not been ex- 
hausted? 

The speaker. Yes. 

Mr. Wise appe 
the chair, on the groun 
was exhausted. 

Mr. Rayner. And E appeal, also, to the magna- 
nimity ol this house. 

[Loud cries to *order."] 

Mr. Dean asked the speaker to state what the 
question was, representing under how great a grie- 
vance gentle 
in being unable to hear any thing that was Eoing on. 

Mr. {Vise inquired of the speaker il the appeal 
was debateable, 

The speaker said that the question was debatea- 
ble, under the parliamentary law, so lar as related 
to the propriety of the previous question, And, in 
answer to an inqniry—the speaker said the question 
now was, Whether the previous questien under 
which the resolution of the gentleman From Virgi- 


d that the previous question 


nia, [Mr. Wise J, as amended by the resolution of 


the gentleman Irom Massachusetts, [ Mr. Adams], 
had been adopted, was or was not atill in force.— 
The chair had decided thatit was in larce; and from 
this decision the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Wise] had appealed. 


aled, he said, from the decision of 


men in his part of the house labored, | 


Mr. Dean inquired of the speaker whether it was 
now in order to move an amendment to tbe resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Virginia? 

The speaker said it was not. 

Mr. Wise spoke briefly to his appeal. 

Mr. Profit demanded the previous question on 
the appeal. And there was a second. And the 
main question, by ayes 116, noes 96, was ordered 
| to be taken. 

Rhett asked for the yeas and nays on the main 
question; which were ordered. 

Mr. Adams moved a call of the house; which was 
refused. 

Mr. Fillmore. May I ask that a single paragraph 
be read trom the maunal? 
| Mr. Mallory. No, sir, no. [Other members in 
various parts of the house also objected.) 

Mr. Marshall asked that the question might be 
stated. It was, he said, very difficult to hear what 
was going on in that part of the house. 

The speaker again stated the question. 

Mr. Margan hoped the house would be brought 
to order, and that the speaker would insist on mein- 
bers taking their seats. 

[Loud cries to *order.""] 

Mr. Wise was proceeding to state, more specifi- 
cally, his appeal and the grounds thereof, when Mr. 
Mason, of Ohio, called him to order. 

Mr. Wise demanded that tbe point ol order be 
reduced to writing. 

Messrs. Botts, Mason, of Ohio, Mallary and Mor- 
gan rose successively to order. 

In a few moments the main question, “Shall the 
decision of the chair stand as the judgment of the 
house?” was taken and decided in the negative as 
lollows: yeas 105, nays 112. So the house revers- 
ed the decision of the chair. 

And the question recurring on the resolution of 
Mr. Wise, as amended by the proposition of Mr. 
Adams,when Mr. Rayaer rose and addressed tbe 
house at consideable length. 

Mr. Morgan said he did not rise for the purpose 
of entering into this debate. Congress had now 
been upwards of two weeks in session, and yet 
they found themselves just where they were. 

Some conversation here lollowed, Mr. Rayner 
still claiming the floor on the ground that, though 
be had concluded his speech, he had not offered 
his amendment, as, at the outset of his remarks, 
he had announced his intention to do. 

Mr. Fessenden said the gentleman expressly stat- 
ed that he had closed. 

Mr. Wise. He had finished his speech, but not 
yielded the floor, 

Mr. Morgan claimed the floor and proceeded. I 
was saying that we had been here more than two 
weeks, and we find ourselves nearly where we were 
when the session commenced. We have done no- 
thing. We have been assembled here under a pro- 
clamation from the president of the United States. 
And lor what purposes? Have we come here 
merely to gratify our own personal leelings? 

Mr. Rayner again rose to assert his right to the 
floor. Mr. Morgan claimed it. 

The speaker said the gentleman from N. York 
(Mr. Morgan) would proceed. 

Alter a few remarks from Mr. Morgan, in reply 
to Mr. Rayner, a question of order, involving the 
jright of Mr. Rayner to the floor, for the purpose of 
ollering his amendment, was here again raised, 
and gave rise to some conversation, in which 
Messrs. Rayner, Morgan, Wise, Botts, Cooper, of 
Pennsylvania, and IV. C. Johasou participated. 

Mr. Dawson thought tlie house was now in a 
temper 1o vote, and suggested that the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Morgan) should consider the 
proposition of the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. Royner) in lus bands, and call the previous 
question npon it. 

Mr. Morgan inquired whether he could withdraw 
the motion for the previous question, to admit the 
resolution of the gentleman from North Carolina, 
(Mr. Rayner) and then renew the call for the pre- 
vious question. 

The speaker was understood to reply in the affir- 
inalive. 

Mr. Cushing inquired of the speaker if the pre- 
vious question was pending or not? 

The speaker (addressing Mr. Morgan) said the 
igentleman must either say that he withdiew his 
demand for the previous question, or that he did 
not. 

Mr. Morgan said that he wonld withdraw the 
the previous question for the sake of offering the 
following resolution. ft was the resolution of the 
gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Rayner); 
and he (Mr. M.) offered it lor that geutleman, that 
the house might have an opportunity of voting di- 
reclly npon it. 

And, he said, he would move the previous ques- 
tion thereon. 


& 


The following resolution of Mr. Rayner was 
then read as a substitute for the original resolution 
of Mr. Wise,as amended by the proposition of 
Mr Adams: 

Resolved, That the standing rules and orders of the 
last honse of representatives be adopted as the rules 
and orders of this house until otherwise ordered; and 
that the committee heretofore appointed on the rules 
be ordered to revise, amend, and repart upon the said 
rules and orders, and that they have leave to report at 
any time: and that the election of officers heretofore 
chosen by this house, and the committees raised by its 
orders, be, and they are hereby, confirmed. 

After considerable discussion on points of order, 
the question on the demand for the previous ques, 
tion being taken, there was a second; and the main 
question was ordered to be taken. The yeas and 
nays were demanded, and were taken, and were ag 
follows, yeas 96, nays 105. 
Mr. Rayner was rejected. 


And the question recurring on the original Teso-| 
lution ol Mr. Wise, as amended hy tbe propositior| 
of Mr. Adams— 

Mr. Rayner moved to amend the same by strik- 
ing out all alter the word “resolved,” and inserting) 
the following: | 

“That the rules and orders of the last house of re! 
presentatives bo adopted as the rules and orders o 
this house, until otherwise ordered; and that a com, 
miltee of nine members be appointed by the speaker’ 
under the said rules, to revise, amend and report or 
the same.” 

Mr. Wise demanded the previous question. 

The yeas and nays were asked for by Mr. Rhel 
and ordered, and being taken, were yeas 104, nay! 
107, so the amendinent of Mr. Rayner was rejected| 


And the question again recurring on the origina 
resolution ot. Mr. Pise as amended by the proposi 
tion of Mr. Adams, in the words following: 

Resolved, That a committee of nine members b 
appointed to revise, amend, and report rules forth 
government of this house, and that until such commit 
tee make report, and the same be finally acted upon, 
the rules and orders of the last house of representatives 
except the 21st, shall be considered as the rules anl 
orders of this house. 

Mr. Botts moved the previous question thereor 
And there was a second. | 

Mr. IVise asked the yeas and nays oa orderin 
the main question, whieh were ordered, and, bein 
taken, were yeas It, nays 99. 

Mr. fVise asked the yeas and nays on the mai 
question, which were ordered. 

And the maim question (being on the adoption ¢ 
the original resolution) was then taken, and wer 
as follows: | 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andre 
Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Ayerigg, Babcock, d 


So the amendment ol 


l 
| 
| 


ker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Bo 
den, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremia 
Brawn, Burnell, Calhoun; Thomas J. Campbell, Child 
Chittenden, John C. Clarke, Staley N. Clarke, Coope 
Cowen, Cranstan, Cravens, Cushing, Juhn Edward 
Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, 4 
Lawrence Foster, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Patrick C 
Goode, Greig, Hall, Wilham S. Hastings, Henry, lov 
ard, Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, William W. [rwi 
James, J. P. Kennedy, Lane. Lawrence, Thomas. 
Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Ma. 
well, Maynard, Moore, Margan, Morris. Morrow, (8) 
borne, Owsley, Parmenter, Pendleton, Pope, Powe 
Ramsey, Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Ru 
sell, Saltonstall, Sanford. Sergeant, Simonton, Slad 
Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokeley, Stratton, Stuart, Jol 
B. Thompson, R. W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Tolan 
Tomlinson, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselae 
Wallace, E. D. White, J. L. White, T. W. William 
Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wi 
throp, Yorke, A. Young, J. Young—106. 

NAYS-— Messrs. Alford, Arrington, Atherto 
Banks, Beeson, Bidlack, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, M 
ton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Bi 
ler, Win. Buller, Wm. O. Butler, Green W. Caldwe 
P. C. Caldwell, Jolin Cnmpbell, Wm. B. Campbe 
Caruthers, Chapman, Clitlurd. Clinton, Coles, Dani 
G. Davis Richard D. Davis, Wm. C. Dawson, John 
Dawson, Dean, Deberiy, Dimock, Doig, Eastman, 
C. Edwards, Egbert, Fornance, Gamble, Gerry, G 
mer, Goggin, Wiliam O. Goode, Gordon, Graha: 
Gustine, Hahersham, Harris, J. Hastings, Ha! 
Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jac 
W. C. Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 1sa 
D. Jones, Keim, Andrew p cn King, Littlefie 
Lowell, A. McOlellan, R. McClellan, McKay, M 
lory, Marchand, A. Marshall, J.T. Mason, Mathev 
Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Newhard, Nisbet, Oliv 
Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Protfit, Rayn 
Reding, Reicher, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Rooseve 
Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Snyder, Sullers, Steen 


| Summers, Sumter, Taliaferro, Triplett, Turney, V 
y, 


Buren, Ward, Warren, Washington, Wattersc 
Weller, Westbrook, James W. Williams, Lewis V 
liams, Wise—110. 

So the original resolution was rejected. 

[And the house stands where it did on Mond 
noon of May 8tst.] 


' On motion of Mr. Wise, at eight o'clock, the 
house ailjourned. 


Wednesday, June 16. Mr. Stuarl, of Virginia, 
offered the tollowing resolution: 

Resolved, That all ihe rules aud orders of the last 
house of representatives, not superseded by any rule or 
resolution adopted at the present session. and now in 
force, be aud the saine are hereby, adopted tor the re- 
gulation of the house at the present session, and that 
the select committee upon the rules heretofore raised, 
proceed tu revise and amend the 1ules hereby adopted, 
and that they have leave to report at all times. ' 

Mr. L. {Williams moved the previous question; 
but withdrew it on the pledge of Mr. Stuart torenew 
it, Mr. S. made some remarks, aud closed by mov- 
ing the previous question. i 

Mn Nisbet, ol Georgia, asked Mr. Stuart lo with- 
draw that motion: which he did, on condition that 
Mr. N. would renew it. ' 

So the call for the previous question was with- 
drawn, anl Mr. N. proceeded to address the house, 
and cuncluded by renewing the call lor the previous 
question. E 

Mr. Rhett rose to debate the call for the previous 

uestion. During his remarks he called on Mr. 

rown, troin Pennsylvania, to read a proposition lie 
bad prepared on this subject, which atter some ob. 
jections waa permitted and was read as follows: 


“Resolved, That the rules and orders of the last 
house of representatives be adopted as the rules and 
orders of this house during the present congress, and 
that instead ot the Zlat rule, the following be adopted, 
to wit: 

“Nu petition, memorial, resolution, or other paper 
praying the ablition of slavery in any state, or the slave 
trade between the states, shall be received by this 
house; nor shall any petition, memorial, resolutiun or 
other paper praying the abolition of slavery or the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia or any of the territu- 
ries of the United States. be received, unless they shall 
be from and signed exclusively by people resident in a 
district or territory where slavery or the slave trade is 
asked to be abolished; and as to all such petitions, me- 
morials, resulutious, or other papers thus signed, the 
question of reception shall he considered as raised with- 
eut motion, and such question of reception shall be laid 
on the table without debate." 

A lengthy debate now ensued, in which a num- 
ber of members participated, alter its terinination, 
the demand for the previous question was sustained. 

Mr. Fillmore moved a call of the house, which 
was ordered. 

And the usual proceedings having been gone 
tbrough, and 216 membersanswerinzto their naues, 
all further proceedings or, the call, by a vote of yeas 
122, nays 87, were suspentled. 

And the question recurriug on ordering the main 
question. 

Mr. Goggin inquired of the speaker whether, if 
the house relused to sustained the call lor the pre- 
vious question, the subject would be taken from 
under the consideration of the bouse lor this day? 

The speaker said that, under the parliamentary 
laws, such would be the effect. 

Mr. Coles asked the yeas and nays on ordering 
the maiu question, which were ordered, and being 
taken, were: yeas 113, nays 101. So the main 
question was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. Weller asked (he yeas and nays on the main 
question, which were ordered, and being laken, 
were as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Landaf W. Andrews, S. J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Barton, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, M. Brown, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Thos. 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, Joha C. 
Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, William C. Dawson, 
Debbery, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, A. L. Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gates, 
Gentry, Geddings, Guggin, Patrick G, Goade, Greig, 
Habersham, Hall, Wm. S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, 
Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, 
John P. Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Thomas F. Mar- 
shall, Samson Mason, Mathiott, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Muore, Morgan, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, 
Owsley, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, 
Benj. Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepperd, Siünonton, Slade, 
Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Stuart, 
Summers, Taliaferro, J. B. Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinsun, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Warren, Washington,, Edward D. White, Joseph L. 
White, Thos. W. Willams, Lewis Williams, Christo- 

her H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, 

orke, Augustus Young, John Young--119. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Arrington, Ather- 
ton. Banks, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, 
A. V. Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Sampson H. 
Butler, William Butler, William O. Butler, Green. W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Camphell, Cary, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Daniel, Richard D. 
Davis. John B. Dawson, Dean, Doig, Eaatman, John 
C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles 
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A. Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Gilmer, William O. Goode, | 
Gordon, Graham, Gustine, Harris, John Hastings, | 
Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Hubbard, Hunter, 

Ingersoll. Jack, W. C. Johnson, Cave Johnson, John 

W. Jones, Isaac D Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, 

King, Litllefield, Lowell, A. McClelan, R. McClellan, ; 
MeKay, Mallory, Marchand, A. Marshall, J. T. Ma- | 
sun, Mathews, Medill, Merriwether, Miller, Newhard, 
Oliver, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pickena, Plumer, 
Rayner, Reding, Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, 
Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Snyder, Sullers, 
Steenrod, Sumter, Sweeny, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, 
Wattersun. Weller, Westbrook, J, W. Williams, Wise, | 
W ood—103. 


So the house resolved that all the rulea and orders 
of the last house of representatives, not superseded 
by any rule, or resolution adopted at the present 
session and now in force, be, and the same are here- 
by, adopted for the regulation of the tlouse at the 
present session; and that the select committee upon 
the rules, heretofore raised, proceed to revise and 
amend the rules hereby adopted, and that they have 

‘leave to report at all times. 

Mr Staaly rose and said that the house was now 
! nearly organized; one more vote and the orgauiza- 
jtion would be completed beyond the power ol any 
gentleman to disturb it. To secure that object, he 
, moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken. 

Mr. Lewis Williams demanded the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered. 

And the main question (being on the reconside- 
ration) was taken, and decided iu the negative with- 
out a division. 

So the vote was nol reconsidered. And the house 
adjourned. 


Thursday, June 17. The journal of yesterday | 
being read, Mr. Sergeant by leave offered the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That from and after Saturday next the 
daily lhour of the meeting of this house shall be t0 
o'clock A. M. 

Which alter remarks, on the rules of order, were 
passed—yeas 140, nays 50. 

Mr. Fillmore then oifered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read for information: 

Resolved, That after Saturday next, for the ensuing 
week, and no longer, it shall be the duty of the speaker 
to adjourn tliis house at 3 o'clock P. M. unless it shall 
adjourn at an earlier hour. 

Objection being made to the reception of the re- 
solution—Mr. Fillmore said that, for the purpose of 
seeing whether the house was willing to give the 
committee of ways and means proper time to trau- 
sact its business, he would move a suspension of 
the rules, 

Mr. Lewis Williams said the committee of ways 
and means might obtain the leave of the house to 
sit duriug the session of the house. 

Mr. Filmore. We must be in the house when 
the measures we report are acted on. 

Mr. Campbell, of Tennessee, asked the yeas and 
nays on the motion to suspend the rules, which 
were ordered, and being taken, were yeas 158, nays 
52 


F4 


So the rules were suspended. 
Mr. Fillmore demanded the previous question; 
which waa seconded. 

And the main question, being on the adoption of 
the resolution, was ordered to be now put; and, be- 
iug taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

So it was also resolved that, after Saturday next, 
for the ensuing week, and no longer, it shall be the | 
duty of the speaker to adjourn this house at three 
o'clock P. M. unless it shall adjourn at an earlier 
hour. 

Mr. Wealterson offered to present a preamble and 
resolutions, in which, after quoting, at great length, 
certain speeches reported to have been delivered by 
Mr. Webster, Mr. Clay and Mr. Crittenden, he 
made a call on the departments as to Ihe names of 
persons removed since the present administration 
caine into power, and the reasous for such removal. 

Which being read, and objection made, Mr. W. 
moved a suspension of the rules, which inmotion 
was, after debate decided in the negative, yeas 57, 
nays 130. 

Mr. Gilmer on leave introduced the following 
resolution: 

Revolved, That a committee of five members of this 
house be appointed, whose duty it shall be to examine 
particularly as to the number of officers or agents em- 
ployed, the expenditures and made of transacting busi- | 
ness in the several departments of the public service at 
the seat ol government, and at sueh other points as the | 
committee may deem necessary, or as may be indicat- | 
ed by this house, and that such committee report at the | 
next session whether itis proper to make any reduction 
of the expenses of the civil list, or in the number of ar- | 
rangement of the persons thus einployed, and whether 
| the patronage of the executive branch of the govern: | 

ment may not be diminished or regulated ss to those 
appointments for which there is an indispensable ne- 
ceasity. 


Mr. C. Brown, of Pa. moved to amend the reso- 
lution by providing “that the committee shall have 
authority to sit during the recess of Congress; the 
amendinent was rejected aud. the resolution agieed 
to. 

Mr. J. C. Clark asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read lur information: 


Resalved, That hereafter all articles of stationery and 
other supples usually furnished by the clerk for the 
use of the members of this house shall be purchased by 
contract, to be made with the lowest bidders, having 
reference to the quality of the specimens of the articles 
ta be exhibited. And for such purpose, the clerk shall 
advertise in three of the newspapers printed in the city 
of Washingtan, one in Boston, one in New York, one 
in Baltimore, and one in Philadelphia, inviting sealed 
proposals for furnishing such stationery and suppiles, 
giving sixty days’ notice that on a specified day all the 
proposals would be considered, and the speciniens fur- 
nished examined; and that on such day the propusala 
shall be opened in the presence of the speaker and clerk 
of the house, or, in the absence of the speaker, in the 
presence of the secretary of the treasury and clerk, who 
shall therenpon determuie to which of the bidders the 
contracts shall be given, always contracting with the 
lowest bidder, having reference to uality as aforesaid: 
Provided, That the contractor sal give bond, with 
surcties to be approved by the speaker and clerk, to 
fulfil his contracts and to lurnish the articles equal in 
quality to the specimens. 

Mr. Bowne, of New York, moved to amend by 
inserting a provision “that said committee be in- 
structed to inquire and report to this honse the 
amount of stationery used, and by whom used, in 
the recess. between (he two sessions of the 26th 
congress," 

After some remarks from Messrs. Pickens, Alford 
and Clark, Mr. Truman Smith proposed the follow- 
ing proposition; which, on his suggestion, Mr. J. C. 
Clark adopted, as a modification of his own. 

Resolved, That a select committee of five be ap- 
pointed to inquire into the contingent expenses of this 
house, and into any corrupt, illegal or improper prac- 
tices which may have existed or which do exist in this 
branch of the publie service, and to ascertain whether 
the expenditures, or sorne part of them, have not been 
wasteful and extravagant; and whether the same can 
he reduced consistently with a proper discharge by this 
house of its constitutional duties; and whether the me- 
thod of keeping the accounts of such expenditures can- 
not be improved; and whether there are not more 
clerks and other persons employed iu the service of tlie 
house und in and about the capitol and the publie 
grounds adjoining than the publie good requires; and 
whether the salaries or pay of such clerks and other 
persons should be reduced or otherwise altered or mo- 
dihed; with authority to report by bill or otherwise, as 
they may see fit. dl 

Soige further remarks were m 
Briggs, Sergeant, Cooper, 
linghast and Hopkins. 

Mr. G. Davis suggesled a modification of the re- 
solution which called upon the heada of the depart- 
meuts to report the number of cleiks in their de 
partments, the amount ol cotopensation, &c. but the 
inodification was not accepted. 

Ou motion of Mr. Adams, the house resolved it- 
sell into committee of the whole on the state of tlie 
union, (Mr. Taliaferro, of Va. in the chair), on the 
bill for the relief of the widow of the late William 
Menry Harrison; which was read, as follows: 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Harrison, widow ofthe 
late president of the United States. 

, Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
lives of the Uniled States of America in congress as- 
sembled, That the secretary of the treasury pay, out 
of any money in the treasury. not otherwise appro- 
priated, to Mrs. Harrison, widow of Williaia Henry 
Harrison, late president of the United States, or in 
the eveut of ber death before payment. then fo the 
legal representatives of the said William Heury 
Harrison, the sum of a 

The bill having been read at the clerk’s table, Mr. 
Adams moved to fill the blank with $25,000, and 
proceeded to address the house in support of the 
bill. The subject was further discussed, by Messrs. 
Cooper, of Pa. Ward, Lane, J. C. White, Briggs, 
Pendleton and Stokely, in favor of the appropriation, 
and Messrs. Snyder, Dean and Payne, against it. 

Mr. Gilmer remarked it was now a fate hour, 
and there were a number of gentlemen who desir- 
ed to obtain further information on the subject, aud 
he himself was in that situation. He wished inlor- 
mation as to matters of lact. He would therefore 
move that the committee rise and report progress, 
and ask leave to sit again. à 

Mr. Bidlack said that if the motion was to rise 
and report simply, without asking leave to sit again, 
he shonld oppose it, because he desired to submit a 
few remarks, 

And the question being taken on the motion of 
Mr. Gilmer, it prevailed. And the committee rose, 
reported progress, and obtained leave to sit again. 

And then the house adjourned. 


ade by Messrs. 
of Penn. Underwood, Til- 
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CHRONICLE. mo 
Wits ALSTON, who killed general Leigh Reid, in 
Ap. List, gud who haa been clusely confined in jail 
suce that periud, was brought up nuder a writ of ha- 
beas corpus, before justices Hilyard, Brown and Lee. 
and aler a patient hearing of the case, and mature 
deliberation, was admued to bail. The bond for nis 


uppearance at court Was fixed, we understand, at 
510,009. [Tulluhasse Star. 
Bangs. The memorial for establishment of a United 


States bunk, presented on ‘Povsday tn the senate by 
Mr- T'allniadge, from the city of 
1o congress by a highly respectable co 
genilemen frum the board. of trade. 
hundred teet long, and has on it the names o 
thousand voters. 

‘Phe National Intelligen 
roch an immense, and, 1n t 
tha ordinary a pennon, natura 
tion i the senate as It was 
‘Ving memorial is, moreover, 
public opimon is in the comin 
union, and therefore well deserves, 
have, the respectlul attention of the 
was directed.” 

The Pede County bank—which was robbed of 
almost every thing in their vaults in May last, and has 
froin that period suspended business, has by a nego- 
tation wih a cont derate of the robbers, resident in 
New York, named Wiley, formerly a lawyer, and at 
present an associate justice in one of the inferior cours 
of that cty, obtamed the principal part of their own 
noies, but leasing in the hands of the rubbers the stolen 
coju— nutes of other banks, and canal scrip. The 
bank now resnmes operations and offers $9,000 re- 
ward for the Ueteetion of. the robbers and recovery of 
the residue in their possession. 

Cusa. By a statement from our correspondent, 
whicu we published yesterday, 1t appears that the ex- 

Jaris of tha most productive spot of earth, amounted, 
iu the year 1340, to almost twenty-six milhons of dol- 
Jars, being four millions and a half more than in 1532. 
Tue quantity of sugar exported was Six Tlmes us Jarge 
as ihe quanbty of beet sugar grown 1n France duriig 
asinular penod. "The immense wealth of Cuha and 
her great productiveness, 1n despite of alt ine embar- 
rassuuenre nnposed upon her by Spain, renders her an 
object for the comemplatian uf political economists. 
he foreign trade of that island is equal to one- hth of 
the Joreign trade of the whole United 5 ates, includ- 
ins cotton, tobacco, bread stuffs, and all the rest. Her 

internal trade is, however, comparatively small, as 

there is very little variety in the pursuits af her people, 

alinost all of theim being engaged in agriculture, and 

* ibat confined to two articies, the sugar cane and cof- 
LN. Y. Jour Com. 


ive lee. 
he last week there were 105 deaths 


Dratus. During t! € f 
in New York; of these 21 died of consumption. In 
under two years of 


"uiladelphia 113, of whieh 47 were 
: oed at cousumpnon. ln Baltimore 47; 20 
vere onder two years, uf which 20 were colored per- 
sons—l6 free and 4 slaves. 

Excmaxce. New York on London reinains at 82a 
$3; on France 525; Piuladelpiua 32; Baltimore 22a2 
Pochmond 3244; Nor 


-z 

th Carolina 4; Savannah 33; Au- 
rusta 10; Charleston talg Me : 
Nashville 12415; St. Louis 125 Detroit 20. 


miunitiee of three 
It is about two 
f fifteen 


cer says, “the apparition of 
his country, of course, S0 €x- 
ily attracted. much atten- 
unrolled and spread out. 
a demonstration of what 
ercial metropolis of the 


body to whieh it 


y 


Mobile 95; Louisville 82: 


Frovm. Prices in the New York market advanced 
last week to $5 37. 
Mrs. Hemaxs—L. E. L—awp a MICHIGAN ROSE. | 


auchard, in ms "life of L. E. L.” states rhat 
grateful compliment was unce paid to 
from Aineriea, sent from the far 


Laman Bl 
a touching aud g 
her, Jt was a trihnte 


olf banks of the Ohio—a curious specimen of the Mi- | 


elügan rose, accompanied diy a praver that she would 

‘ant n on the grave ot Mis. llemans. 
band," adds her biographer. "could it have been more 
appropriately transmitted, thau to the hand which 
wrote so reverently and so rapturously of the genius of 
that gified woman.” 

A monument to the memory 
to be erected 1n Englands A) present “she sleeps 10 
the barren sands of Africa," aud the mournful umsie 
of the billuwa to which she listened. in her solitary 
eeeret. dwelling, is now the dirge that resou nds over 
her distant grave. 

Inventions. The marquis of Worcester, in 1655, pub- 
lished a listofone hundred new mventons, all ot which 
he pralessed to have tried hy actual experiment. Ainong 
them were the following: An ursinkable sliip—a buat, 
duving against wind and ude—an hon: glass tvuntain— 
a pocket ladder—2u often discharging pistol—a flying 
nina eonnanally going watch—an inprisoung chair 
—a method of discourse by colors—a most conceited 
tinder bos—a semi-omnipolent engine. This last would 
appear to be the climax of machinery. Rut, ridiculous 
ss the marquij inventions may sound, there is linte 
doubt that he had anticipated many of the discoveries 
af modern. times, and 
Leen uscfal, were buried. wih him. 
been n treusure to the patent otfice, 


Ie would have 


Insane. By the census of 1410, ascertained at the 
department of state, the number of insane and idiotic 
reported m the Jnited States, ts 17.151; the population 
13 17,013,379, which gives one insane person tu 990 in- 
habitants. 

Manson, W. T. All difficulties existing between 
ex-governor Mason and governor Doty, involving the 


N. York, was brought | 


as it will no doubt | 


“Yo no | 


of “L. E. L” is about | 


that Secreta which might have | 


title of this town, have been settled, and a deed from 
the former to the latter of the whole property, has been 
placed upon record. So says the last Enquirer. 


Mormons. A letter from the vicinity of Nauvoo 
(llinois), says: “The exenement on both sides of the 
| river against the Mormons is increasing very fast. The 
conduct of Jo Smith and the other leaders is such as 
no community of white men can tolerate. It is the en- 
lire absence of all moral and religions principle that 
| renders them so ohnoxious to the Gentiles of all deno- 
| minations, wherever they reside. 

“Jo Smith was yesterday arrested. between Nanvoo 
and Quincy, by the authorities of Illinois, ou a requi- 
sition trom the governor from Missouri. May justice 
| be meted out to him for his villainy. 

“Martin Harris, who was one of the witnesses to 
the buok of Mormon, and whe has been for some 
[ume lecturing in lllinois against the Mormons, was 
found dead last week, having been shot through the 
head. He was, no doubt murdered. 


Tne musgurtors have established an extensive sing- 
| ing school in the office of the Galveston (Texas) Ga- 
zelte, and the fleas avail themselves of the musical ad- 
vantages thus afforded, to foot it up and down over the 
editor’s body, in every sort of a. dance, from the slow 
| march to the p sallopade. The editor's position is 
most interestingly uncoinfortabte. 

Prrrsgeure. In 1770 there were but 12 two story 
log houses, a few smal! cabins, and no brick houses. 
In 1733, acolored man, Charles Richards, kept the lead- 
ling hotel. There was in 1300, and for a tew years af- 
ter. a race caurse on Oval Ground, surrounding about 
halt the city, and that part where the larger portion. of 
the churches are built— that early trade, couimerce, and 
price of merchandise, were so different to the present; 
one article, nails, then selling at 20, sell now at 43 and 
5 cents a pound. In 1803 the manufactnres amounted 
to $366,000; amount of p'oduce brought to market. 
892,000; the exports were $180,000; the iinports 250 Q00 
dullais; leaving a balance against the city, of $70.000; 
winch caused one of the best, and most worthy and use- 
ful citizens, Mr. Zadock Cramer, to warn the citizens 
to be more prudent, and "inport less, and manufacture 
more.” [Pittsburg Int. 


A SLAVE AT Newrorrt, R I. Our Newport corres- 
i Bs under date of the 24ih, savs that the brig Re- 
icf. of Cherryfield, Strout, from Norfolk for St. Johns, 
N. B. put in to land a slave who had secreted himself 
on board at Norfolk, in order to send him back to his 
owner. The name of the slave is Mansfield Jackson, 
and we are informed is owned by a widow lady—his 
cuardian’s name is Archibald Allen, of Suffolk. We 
learn that Jackson had assisted in loading the brig, and 
that she had been at sea seven days before he was 
diseovered, he having provided himself with provisions 
and water, The brig arrived here late in the alternoon, 
too late to accomplish the captans olject—he there- 
| fore tied the slave and retired for the night; but the 
watch on deck having got. asleep, the negro loosed his 
| cords, siule the haat and landed on Goat Island, from 
| thence was eonveved over to town by the person hav- 
jing charge of the fort. We learn that the blacks have 
I taken him ig charge, and have contrilmted money and 
clothes to his relief ; and would convey him to New 
Bedford. Jackson says he has a wife in New York. 

UN. Y. Exp. 

Sine Sine STATE Prison. During the month ending 
| the 21st ult, 27 persons have been discharged from the 
(Sing Sing (New York) prison hy expiration of sen- 
tence. "There remained at thatdate 763 males and 61 
females; total 824. 

STEAMBOATS. 
was run into by the Jo Nichol, on the 15th ult. at East 


sink in about 12 feet water. 
Srocks. 


ew York, 15$ to 19. Indiana bonds 53. 


oil, and 500 barrels sperm, and 16,000 pounds of boue 


1,200 barrels of sperm vil. 


and from that down wards, according to quality. 
W'ISKONSAN. 


good to the interest of Zon. 


two-thirds of which have enjoyed within the same pe- 
| nod revivals of rehgion. which have resnited in. the 
hopefal conversion of 500 souls. The rev. Stephen 
| Peer, of Milwaukie, has rendered important service to 
the missionary cause in this territory, the last two years, 
by the voluntary ageucy which he performed in its 
behal tia reports have heen spread hefore the 
churches, and have lind n happy influenee in awaken- 
ling their attention to the importance of occupying with 
Evangelical institutions, in ita very Infancy, a portion 
uf the land, s0 extensive in territory, so ferule in soil, o 
inviting in climate, and so rapidly filing up with an 
enterprising and intelligent population. 


The Export, bound for Louisville, 


Bend, forty-two miles beluw Cincinnati, causing her to 
United States bank of Pennsylvania, at 


Tar wating sur Mark Winslow, from the In- 
dian Ocean and St. Helena, with 299 barrels whale 


at New York, reporis, among other vessels, the Jefler- 
son, Baker, of Wilmiagton, with 2,400 barrels whale, 


Wueat. Prices advanced in the New York, Phi- 
ladelphia and. Galamore markets, to $1 20 for best 


Nine missionaries have been in com- 
| unssion within the territory of Wirkonsan, during the 
year. As the result uf their counsels and those of their 
flow laborers, the Presbyterian. and Congregational 
churches, lave been happily united in ene ecclesiastical 
organization, auspeious of extensive and permanent 
The number of these 
churches in the territory of Wiskonsan is 34—one-hall 
of which have been organized during the year, and 
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A NEW AND UNEXPECTED CANDIDATE FOR THE 
PRESIDENCY. On Saturday last, a man, evidently 
disordered im. bis upper story, presented himself at 
the while house, and with much vehenence, both in 
manner ond speech, put in his elain to hold the 
office of chicf magistrate ef the union. ‘The steward 
of the white hous», uot perfectly satisfied with tire 
validity of the claim thus unexpectedly and alirupt- 
ly set forth, atiempted, wiih some other persons, to 
eject the claimant; but the latter became so obstrepere 
vus aud violent that it was deemed prudent and ne- 
cessary to send for n police officer, who conducted 
the lofty aspirant before. justice MONSELL, who, after 
due examination, committed the maniac to prison.— 
The p rson referred to gave in his name to the ma- 
gistrate as John Henry Haupt, of Virginia. He is 
a German, and maintains that he is the veritable 
j president of the United States, and will eject the 

present incumbent in a few days, with the aid of a 
numerous army, &e.! 


Fourtn or Jory accinents, “The N. York 
Express says,” a correspondent of the Philadelphia 
U. S. Gaz tte, in order to prevent as far as possible, 
the occurrence of accidents during the celebration of 
of the national anniversary, publishes the folloaing 
directions for the management of cannon, which we 
hope will not be lost sight of by those charged with 
the duty of firing salutes. 

Ordnance board, March 2d, 1811, 

The accidental explosions ef cannon, by which 
many lives and limbs are lost à. nually,are generally 


caused by fragments of the burning cartridge, from a 
previous discharge remaining in the gun, and which 
are not extinguished before the next charge is in- 
serted. 

By ohserviog the following directions, most of 
these accidents may be prevented. 

Ist. The powder should be contained in a cart- 
ridge bug, made of worsted stuff or serge; tbe materi- 
al shovld be entirely of wool, of a close texture, and 
the bag should be sewed v ith woollen yarn. 

2d. The sponge should b + made of woollen fringe, 
or sheepskin, with the wool outward, and it should 
fit the gun snugly, and fill the bore. 

S4. The finger stall is made of buckskin, or 
other soft leather, with a cushion stuffed with hair, 

The vent (teueh hele) should be stopped by forei- 
bly pressing this cushion upon it while the gun is 
being sponged and loaded, After the gun has been 
fired, it must be carefully sponged to estingnish any 
burning remains of the cartridge. If this be done 


| carefully with a dry sponge, it is certain to exlin- 
goish any piece of barmng flannel. The sponge 
should be freed down firmly against the bottom of 
the bore, and in this position it should be turned 
round two or three times in each. direction. Care 
should be taken not to use a wet sponge. If it be 
slightly damped, it may do no harn; bnt it is far 
safer to use the sponge dry, than when it contains 
water, for the water is squeezed out, and remains in 
the bottom ofthe bore On inserting the next cart- 
| ridge, ils lowest end gets thoroughly soaked, and the 
wet powder does not burn on discharging the piece, 
but is driven into the pores of the woollen stuff, and 
forms a kind of match, which not only retains fire, 
but is with difficulty extinguished with the sponge; 
whereas a dry piece o1. buring woollen is casily ex- 
The free use of water in sponging is tha 


` 


tinguished. 
freqnent cause of accidental explosions. 

If the piece flash, or the priming tube biows, it 
should he approached carefolly. The person who 
repriines it, should approach in front of the avletree 
to avoid being injuried by the recoil, in case tho picca 
goes all from fire remaining in the vent, 

None bat careful, sober men, and well instructed, 
shoulil be allowed to sponge a gun, or serve the vent, 

The foregoing instructions have been prepared in 
obedience to the directions of the seerctary of war, of 
this date, aud are respectfully submitted for Ina sance 
lion, BENJ. HUGER, Capt. and secretary. 

Approved— J, R. PorxarTT. 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

By the steamer Britannia, Cleland, which arrived 
at Boston in thirteen and a half days trom Liver- 
pool, via Halifax, we have Liverpool dates to the 
19th Jure. 

The Biitannia brought 67 passengersof whoin 18 
were lelt at Halifax, and 10 received there lor Bos- 
ton. 

Nothing had been heard of the steamer Presi- 
dent. " 

GREAT BRITAIN 

The ministers had sustained ested defeats in 
parhament. Sir Robert Peel's mation for a een- 
sure of the ministry was brought forward in tbe 
house of commons ou the Sth ot June, aud passed 
by a majority ot oae. 

For the inotion, 312 

Against it, 311 

By this vote, the house have declared that the 
present ininisters of the crown do not possess the 
confidence of partament, aud that their continuance 
in office is at variance with the spirit of the consti- 
tution, The announcement ol this vote excited, ot 
course, great cheering from the opposition mem 
bers, Lord Joho Russel, the ministerial leader, then 
rose, and stated ihat he should deliberate till. Mon- 
day lollowiug, (this was on Saturday evening), aa 
to what course lie stiould pursue lur the vindication 
of the rainisti y. 

.. «, On Monday he annouoced to the house bis in- 
-tention of advising the queen to dissolve parliament. 
' Sir Robert Peel, who was prepared to follow up his 
attack by opposing the supplies, stated that, in con- 
sequence of this measure, lie shuuld defer his at- 
tempt. Subsequently, the strength of parties was 
tried again on-the. criminal law qnestion, and the 
ministry were beaten bysacmnajority of ten. 

It was expected that parliament would be pro- 
rogue on the 23d or 24th ultiino. 

Active preparations were in progress for the elec- 
tion, Lord J. Russell was to stand fer the city of 
London. Parliament continued to sit, but was to 
be dissolved in a lew days, by commission. The 
ministry were confident ol, adding touch to their 
strength at the new elections : ] 

The English journals aréSo engrossed in their 
own affairs, that they have nothing to say ot Me- 
Leod, or of American politics in general. 

The steamer Caledonia, from Boston, arrived at 
Liverpool on the idth, making the passage in 
twelve days and fourteen hours. 

A contract has been coucluded with Mr. Green, 
the ship owner, for tonnage for the conveyance of 
1,000 troops which the government are about to 
send to China. Three vessels have heen taken 
up for this service, at a charge to the public. of 
# 15,000. 

From China nothing new. 

The London money market was quiet. Consols 
for the account are at 89 to 4. ‘Three per cent. re- 
duced, do. India bonds par. An Austrian loan of 
seventy-five millions of florins bas been taken by 
the Rothschilds, at 103 for a five per cent. stock. 

Stock markets on the continent have varied little, 

The venerable earl of Fortescue died at Castle 
Hill, South Molton, Devan, on the 16th nlt. alter 
an illness of tinee weeks. 

Mr. Fox Maule is to be appointed vice president 


of the board of trade, in tlie room ol Mr. Sheil, who | adds that Great Britain was to have Egypt; Russia, | counts of the insurrections in Ca 
Constantinople; Austria, the provinces bordering | bodes much mischief 


goes out as governor of Bombay. 
Vor. K—Sra, 19. 
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Among the most important of the commercial 
failures, are that ol Cockourn & Co. of London—a 
house extensively engaged in the East Todia trade, 
and the extensive commercial house of Grant & Co. 
in Glasgow. Their liabilities are said to amount to 
£186,000, and it is feared the effect will be ruinous 
to other houses. 

Harvest— Crops. The hay harvest appears to be 
generally abundant—and the grain crops in general 
appear ta wear a promising aspect—although great 
depredations have been committed by the wire 
worm. 

The cotton market at Liverpool had improved, 
but not mach. The state of trade in the manu- 
facturing districts was such as not to create 
much hope of any steady advance. The tobacco 
market is dull. Penusylvania 5 per cent. stocks 


{sell at 72 to 74; Ohio sixes, 874 to 89; New York 


fives, St; Maryland fives, 73 to 75; U. S. bank 
Shares £4. 
Correspondence of the N. Y. Courier and Enquirer. 
Liverpool, 18th June, 1811. 
Since we wrote you per Columbia, our cotton 
market has remained in a very inanimate state un- 
til this week, when there bas been rather more 
doing, but inasinuch as your advices lead us to be- 
lieve your present erop will be ratherover than un- 
der 1,600,000 and the accounts from the Mississippi 
being so far lavorable to a large produce trom that 
which is now painted in that section ol the conn- 
try, and a considerable quantity coining fiom Bri- 


tush fndia, with a very heavy stock of all kinds | 


here; the market is freely inet a decline of fully 
id. per pound, chiefly, however, in the inferior 
and middling qualities. Unless we have a great 
change in our manulacturing districts, we do not 
see from present appearances much hope of ainend- 
iment, and a crop such as you had last year would 
make prices very law. Although we do notat pre- 
sent see our way to any advance, yet we hope 
when the pending elections are over there will be 
more business doing, and keep prices Irom reced- 
ing further, and that cottons can be disposed of 
withont giving way to the purchasers sale alter sale. 
The sales lor the week ending the 4th instant, were 
12,000 bales for that ended tith instant, they were 
19,880 bales—anc for the present week they 
amount to 23,100 bales, of winch 5,500 were Up- 
land at 5a73; 12,430 Orleans at 5ła84; 4,450 Ala- 
bama and Mobile at 5a7, and 70 Sea Island at 13a 
173d. per pound, and the business has heen chief- 
ly by the consumers. The stock in this port is 
now estimated at 519,000 bales of which 440,000 
bales are American, against 376,000 bales at this 
period last year of which 320,000 were Ameri- 
can. 

The weather has been cold and dry for the past 
fortnight, and our harvest will not be so early as 
was at one time expected, the corn markets are 
consequently rather hizher, atid bond wheat sel- 
| ling at 32s. 6d.a33s. per bush. Should a change of 
| adininistration take place we have reason to hope 
lhat some alteration for the benefit ol our coininer- 
cial relations will be adopted, particularly in re- 
gard to the duty on grain, on which all parties seein 
to be of opinion some modification is necessary. 
Turpintine is again lower, a parecl of 800 bbls. 
having been sold at 10s. 10d.ut@s. lid. per ewt. 
and for 1,500 bbls. of very good quality 10s. 10d. 
being the highest olfer; it was withdrawn and 
p going into store. The tobacco market is very 

ull. 

American stocks in London— June 18, 1841. 


Pennsylvania 5 per cents 172214 
Tennessee 6 do. 79280 
| Ohio 6 do. 871as0 
New York 5 do. 81 

Indiana 5 do, 65261 nom, 
Maryland 5 do. 73a75 

U. S. bank shares £4 
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the Danube; and Prussia was to be aggrandized by 
the acquisition of Saxony, a part of Poland, and 
Hanover. ltstates, likewise, that another part of 
the arrangement declared that France would not be 
distarhed in her African possessions. This report 
of course obtained no credit in England. 

An Englishman in Boulogne, from London, had 
been arrested with “an inlernal machine” in his 
possession, whieh had fifteen barrels so constructed 
that all would ga aff at once. 

The French are making progress in Aírica.— 
Their troops are generally successful against the 
Arabs. 

A letter froin Naples announces that the house 
of Rothschilds has made a loan of 3,000,000 of du- 
cats to that government. The Messrs. Rothschilds, 
it is also stated, have just loaned the Austrian gn- 
verpment 75,000,000 florins, ahout 30,000,000 dol- 
lars! This isa five per cent. loan at 103. The 
French government also want a great loan. All 
the governments, it seems, are borrowing, nuw-a- 
days, as well as our own. 

Havre, June 14th, 1841, 

The cotton market remained in about the same 
position as betore. The sales effected that day 
amounted to 1,986 bales, viz: 670 bales Louisiana 
at 85f. to 961f. 761 Mobile at 77f. to 86(.; 417 
Georgia at 744f. to 923f. and 120 Florida at 75f. 
In coffee nothing worth mentioning was done. The 
transactions in colonial sugar were composed of 200 
lids, at the rate of 56f. for good middling. In all 
other articles, save two chests Bengal indigo, at 
9f, 85c. and 25,000 kilograins whale oil, sold on de- 
livery, at 25f. nothing occurred. 

SPAIN. 

A telegraphic despatch from Perpignan, dated (he 
11th June mentions that on the 7th a disturbance, 
which threatened to be very serious, took place at 
Barcelona. ltappears that 400 weavers of that 
town endeavored to obtain possession ol some con- 
fiscated goods advertised lor auction, and the au- 
tliorities, being nnable to restain them, purchased 
the goods, and gave them to the workmen to be 
burnt in fiontot the town hall, which the workmen 
eaused to be illutninated. 

Advices from Madrid to the 10th of June, state, 
that the Fete Dieu was solemnized with great pomp 
in tliat capital. The processiun was headed by 
Espartero, who took the place of the kings of Spain, 
The young queen was among the spectators at the 
hotel de Ville, where ber majesty was attended b 
all the distinguished members of her household.— 
Not the slightest interruption of public tranquillity 
took place. 

PORTUGAL. 

Advices from Lisbon to the 7thof June state that 
the ministerial crisis was not yet over. The queen 
had addressed congratulatory fetters to the patriarch 
of Lisbon, the archbishop of Braga, and other pre- 
lates announcing her recognition by the pope, and 
in consequence declaring that a road was opened for 
the settlement of all the existing differences between 
the two conrts. [t was supposed that this proceed- 
ing of the court of Rome would prove the forerun- 
uer of the recognition of the queen of Portugal by 
Austria and other powers. 

TURKEY. 


There seems to be no tranquillity for Turkey — 
tan’s health is rapidly declining, notwithstanding he 
has for some time past been residing at the “valley 

THE EAST. 

| Affairs in the Levant present nothing of particu- 
l 

| The French have taken the town ol Mascara 
in Algiers, and are fortifying it. 

| E E 

iall kinds of grains was never seen in Egypt than 
that of the present year. The government calen- 


their difficulties seem toincrease. The young sul- 
of the sweet waters.” 
ar interest. 
In the memory of man, a more abundant crop of 
i lates ou being able to dispose of nearly 2,000,000 


From France there is little news ol moment.— | ardebs of corn. The eotton crop would also eonsi- 
Marshal Soult retired trom the ministry, on being | derably exceed that of 1840, which ataounted to 
opposed ir a measure relating to the recruiling of | 110,000 quintals. 


soldiers, but came back again on being told he | 


might have his way. 


The Augsburg Gazette published advices from 
Alexandria to the effect that the schareof of Mecca 


Some of the Paris papers stale positively that aj has taken up arms against the sultan, and driven 
treaty has been agreed upon by the four great pow- | the Turkish garrison out of the holy city. This 
ers, for the partition of the Ottoman etapire, and | news, éoming, as it does, upon the heels of the ac. 


ndia and Bulgaria, 
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The latest advices from Candia, to tbe 18th of 
May, state that the insurrection has not been sup- 
preseed,-the number of insurgents increases daily, 
and they resolved to let things come to extremities. 


Many of the principal families, have already left the | 


Island for Syria and other parts of Greece. It was 
rumored that Tahir pasha had landed there, with 
5,000 men, and astrong park of artillery, determin- 
ing to reduce the rebels to submission. Letters 
from the Turkish frontier, of the 3d ult. state that 
the Greek patriarch at Constantinople, was dis- 
missed by the porte for privately encouraging the 
rebellion in Bulgaria. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

THE NATIONAL ANNIVERSARY. The FOURTH 
or Jury falling this year upon the Sabbath day, 
afforded a kind of double anniversary. Such abser- 
vances as were not inconsistent with lhe sanctity 
of the Christian Sabbath, ineluding certain lempe- 
rance and Sabbath school movements, in many 
places occupied commuuitiea a part of the FOURTH. 
A missionary spirit was moving tbroughout the 
land—and the pulpit and the rostrum lent their 
wholesome aid to the commemoration of a grateful 
people. But the more distinct celebration of the na- 
tional birth day was postponed to Monday, the 5th 
inst. That beautiful morning was ushered in by the 
sound of artillery, reverberating from one extreme 
of the union to the other—aa the “stripes an stars" 
were gaily run up to mast head, or fluttered in the 
breeze from thousands of spires that here and there 
taper toward the sky. Business was suspended, 
and tbe people devoted themselves to enjoyment in 
whatever direction their fancy indicated. Country 
people crowded to the towns—and the towns peo- 
ple tothe country. Public, military, and civie pro- 
cessions—social meetings—excursions and parties 
of pleasure—all had their attractions. It was a 
NATIONAL HOLIDAY, in tbe hilarities of which itis 
moat gratifying to recoid the fact, thal temperance 
was a distinct ingredient. The influence of refor- 
mation was manifest in every direction from which 
we have yet received accounts. A rational people 
were rendering homage for the enjoyment of ri- 
BERTY—as regulated by THEIR OWN GooD GO- 
VERNMENT —*'under their own vine and their own 
fig tree, none daring to make them afraid.” 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and 
with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Brigadier general Winfield Scott, major general 
by brevet, to be major general June 25, vice inajor 
general Alexander Macomb, deceased, 

Elisha M. Huntington, commissioner of the ge- 
neral land office of the Ujited States. 

Pnp KR. Fendall, attorney of the United States 
for the District of Columbia. 

Postmasters. Solomon Van Rensselaer, Albany, 
N. Y.; James Rees, Geneva, N. Y 5 William Ste- 
vens, Newark, N. J; Joseph M. Moore, Indiana- 

olis, la; Samuel H. Jenks, Nantucket, Mass.; 
Asher Robbins, Newport, R. 1; Wm. H. Harrison 
Taylor, Cincinnati, Ohio; Benjamin W. Gause, 
Tallahassee, Fa.; John G. Miller, Columbus, Ohio; 
Jonas M. Wheeler, Canandaigna, N. Y.; George 
Wm. Gorden, Boston, Mass.; James W. Coburn, 
Maysville, Ky.; Keeland Tynor, Macon, Ga.; Syl- 
vanus R. Lyman, Portland, Me.; George Hall, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Thomas Finley, Baltimore, Md.; 
David Agnew, Wheeling, Va; Jacob Alricks, 
Wilmington, Del.; Charles Troxell, Reading, Pa.; 
Charles Martin, Chillicothe, Ohio; Caleb Foote, 
Salem, Mass.; Henry B. Stacey, Burlington, Vt.; 
William Collins, Steubenville, Ohio; Addley H. 
Gladden, Columbia, S. C.; John Wall, Winchester, 
Va.; James H. Turner, New London, Ct.; Samuel 
Gookin, Portsioouth, N. H. 


PERUVIAN DFCRER. Department of stale, July 
7,1841. A decree, of which the following is a 
translation, has been issued by the governtaent of 
Peru, taking effect [rom and alter the Ist of Febro- 
ary of this present year: 

* AH vessels, whether national er foreign, coming 
from a foreign country, are absolutely prohibited 
{rom touching at any of the minor ports or coves of 
the republic, under pain of a fine of one thousand 
dolar$, payable by the captain in favor of the infor- 
mants; for which the vessel is liahle, whether be- 
longing to tha captain or to others. It, moreover, it 
he proved that any person, or goods, or letters, have 


been landed from the vessel at any port at which 
she may have thus touched contrary to the law, the 
vessel shall be confiscated, and the captain will, in 
addition, become liable to a criminal prosecution.” 

lt is important that this regulation should be 
| made known to our vessels, particularly to those 
‘employed in whaling, which have been in the ha- 
| bit of touching at many of the minor ports ond coues, 
(ineluding all places on the coast which are not re- 
gular ports of entry}, for the purpose of obtaining 
refreshments. Revenue cuttera have been fitted 
out at Callao for the enforcement of the deere. 


TREASURY NOTES. Treasury department, July 3, 
1841. Amount of treasury notes issued under the pro- 
visions of the acts of congresa of 1837, 1838, 1839 and 
1840 $26,651,337 53 

Redeemed of those issues 22,914,409 40 


$3,766,928 13 


Leaviag outstanding 
Issued under the act of February, 
1841, viz: 
Prior to Mareh 4 673,65) 32 

Since March 4 4,019,349 70 

- —————4,193.03| 02 

144,264 02 
4,578,767 00 


Redeemed of that issne 
Leaving oulstanding 


Making the aggregate outstanding on the 
Ist instant $8,345,695 13 
. EWING, secretary of the treasury., 


INDIAN DEPARTMENT AND FLORIDA WAR. 
| Hon. Thomas Ewing, secretary U. S. treasury: 

The undersigned takes the liberty of presenting 
to your view a condensed statement of the expendi- 
tures of the Indian department and Florida war— 
with a recapitulation; shewing distinctly how much 
each department cost yearly for the last 5 vears. 


1836. Florida war $3,946,443 
Indian department — 1,962,087 
————— $5,908,530 
1837. Florida war 4,393,693 
Indian department — 2,326,053 
— $7,719,746 
1833. Florida war 5,124,356 
Indian department — 2,382,500 
— $7,506,856 
1839. Florida war 1,204,357 
Indian deparfment — 2,073,083 
————— $3,282,440 
1840. Florida war 994,745 
Indian department — 1,332,064 
——— $2,326,809 
In all $26,744,381 
Recapilulation. 
Florida war. Indian department. 
1836. $3,946,443 $1,962,087 
1837. 4,393,693 3,326,053 
1838. 6,124,356 2,382,500 
1839. 1,204,357 2,078,083 
1840. 994,745 1,332,064 
$15,663,594 — $11,080,787--$26,744,381 


This statement is taken from your predecessoi's 
reports—-by comparing, you will perceive it cost la- 
bor, time and patience—in consequence of the dil- 
ferent departments not being added and the cost car- 
tied out; were they carried distinctly out, the reader 
could see at a glance all he wished to see. There- 
lore its to be hoped the error or design will be cor- 
rected. See Niles’ Register, 11th, April, 1840. 

Yours very respectlully, W.McNIGHT. 

Pennsylvania, July, 1841. 


ARoosTook counTRY. Governor Kent has late- 
ly made a tour through the Aroostook country, to 
examine it personally, ascertain the wants of the 
settlers, and be prepared to recommend the best 
means of promoting and protecting the new settle- 
ments. There is now a small hut sufficient force at 
Fort Fairfield, maintained at the joint expense of 
Maine and Massachusetts. Mr. Hamlin, the land 
agent, went up to Fish river and Madawaska. We 
learn from the province papers, that there are only 
ahout 30 soldiers at Madawaska, the remainder hav- 
ing been ordered up to Degele and Teriscouata 
lake. Trespassers do not operate much in the 
summer season after getting their logs down in the 
spring. We believe trespassing on this side the St. 
Jolin has been nearly stopped. [Kennebec Jour. 


Scp.TnEAsURV. The New York American of 
the Ist inst. haa the following: 

Duties one-half payable in specie. On and after 
this day one-half of all duties payable at the custom 
house, should, according to the sub-treasury law, 
which is still in farce, be paid in specie. 

As, however, the practice, under that law of spe- 
cial humbug, has been, to receive tor the specie pay- 


ment, checks on banks, marked payable in specie— 


as all the checks on specie paying banks are—tbe 
same system will, the collector gives notice, be con- 
tinued. 


AMERICAN wooL PRODUCT. The New York 
Tribune justly remarks that to those who have pai 
the subject but little attention the amount of money 
invested in the production of wool within the Unit- 
ed States will seem surprising. It is very generally 
believed that this is quite a secondary branch of our 
general interest instead of one of the most fruitful 
sources of our wealth, and best deserving the che- 
rishing protection of our government. As shown 
by the returns of the late census, we. have in this 
country, exclusive of Norlh Carolina, Michigan and 
Keutucky, 19,085,962 sheep; and taking ten dollars 
as the average value of land necessary to sustain a 
sheep and make a fair allowance for the price of the 
animals themselves, for the lahor necessary for theic 
proper superintendence, with that required to pre- 
pare their produet for its first market, which are as 
much part of the investment as the land which sua- 
tains them, the aggregate amount of capital invest- 
ed in this branch ot industry will be at least two 
hundred millions of dollars. This is certainly an 
immense som, and well deserves the attention of 
the general government. 

At present England supplies us annually with 
some ten millions worth of hreadeloths, and after all 
choosses to import her wool from the continent to tbe 
entire exclusion of our own. In 1839 her entire im- 
port of this article was 57,395,944 pounds, and while 
we had some 40,000,000 pounds of wool remaining 
at hoine, nearly two-fifths of the whole woollen ma- 
nnfacturers of Great Britain came to the United 
States. And yet we have only about $15,000,000 
invested in woollen manufactures. Of the aggre- 
gale amount of wool grown in the United States 
in 1839, New York preduced 4,012,144 pounds; 
Ohio 3,650,970; Vermont 3,257,695, which, in 
proportion to her population, is much the largest 
amount grown in any state; Pennsylvania 3,076,783; 
Virginia 2.672,044; Maine 1,465,551; New Hamp- 
shire 1,260,988; lndiana 1,202,200; Massachusetts 
1,055,591; "Tennessee 1,029,526; and the other 
states various amounts between the 893,675 pounds 


1of Connecticut and the 45,524 of Louisiana. 


INrERESTING REMINISCENCE, The Courier 
states that Samuel Gouverneur, esq., 1s engaged 
upon a biography of president Monroe. Mr. Gou- 
verncur being the son-in-law ef Mr. Monroe, and 
having had bequeathed to him all the papers of 
that illustrious statesman, will be enabled to accom- 
plish his undertaking with singular advantages.— 
The following will be one of the interesting passages: 

When Mr. Monroe was minister from the United 
States at Paris, and when geo. La Fayette was con- 
fined in the prison at Olmutz, hy the emperor of 
Austria, information was brought him, that madame 
La Fayette, the general's wife, was thrown into 
prison, and no doubt in a few days would follow the 
fate of her mother and grandmother et the guillotine. 
Mr, Monroe alone could save her, and as Paris was 
then in the hands of the mob it could only be ac- 
complished by arousing the sympathies of the peo- 
ple. The destruction of life had been such in every 
state of society where epulence was perceptible, that 
to avoid certain death, all luxuries and splendor 
were laid aside; and the wealthy, instead of riding 
in their equipages, cither walked, or rode in the mis- 
erable vehicles of the city. 

It therefore created a great sensation when the 
splendi! equipage of the American minister’s cor- 
riage appeared at the gate of the prison, and his lady 
informed the keeper that she had come to see the 
wife of gen. La Fayette, Such a call ot such a 
timo was like electrieity. The news spread in all 
directions, and before Mrs, Monroe drove from tha 
prison, thousands had collected around her carriage, 
oud the feelings elicited by the mecting of two such 
females in such a situation, arrested the axa of tha 
executioner, and eventually set the captive free. 


The feelings of colanel Monroe cannot be realiz- 
ed during the absence of his wife. He could not 
accompany her, as that would have counteracted the 
fecling he knew must be awakened to save the pri- 


soner, When madame La Fayette met Mrs. Mon- 
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roe she was in a state of perfect phrenzy, supposing 
that she was led ont to execution, and when she 
found herself embraced hy the lady of the Ameri- 
can minister, within the walls of that gloomy prison, 
where but a few days previously had been led forth 
to execution, her mother and grandmother, it was 
for a long time betore she could realize her situation. 
Mrs. Monroe assured her she should be saved, and 
that her husband had determined to risk all if it 
became necessary, to accomplish her deliverance. 


THE ARMY. 
War department—general orders. 
Adj. gen’s. office, Washington, June 29th, 1841. 

The tollowing order of the secretary of war an- 
nounces to the army the melancholy intelligence 
of the exit of the distinguished ALEXANDER Ma- 
coms, the late major general commanding-in-chief. 
The honors conferred on him by president Map1- 
son, received on the field of victory, for ‘‘distin- 
guished and gallant conduct in defeating the enemy at 
PraTrsBvRGH'"—and the thanks ol congress be- 
siowed with a medal commemorative of this tri- 
umph of the arms of the republic, attest the high 
estimate of his gallantry and meritorious services 
jn time of war. And his advancement since the 
peace, to the highest military rank known to the 
laws, confirms the good opinion and esteem as an 
officer and a man, in which the lamented general 
has ever heen held by his fellow citizens, the go- 
verninent, and the army: 

“Department of war, June 26,1811. 

“The secretary of war, in the discharge ol a pain- 
ful duty, announces to the army, the death of major 
general ALEXANDER Macoms, their late general- 
in-chief. 

“It were but small tribute lo his memory to say, 
that in yonth and manhood he served his country 
in the profession in which he died, during a period 
of more than forty years, without stain or blemish 
upon his escutcheon. The spotless purity of his 
life was not less conspicuous than his patriotism 
and devotion tothe service. Though bred a soldier, 
and always an advocate of a proper degree of rigor 
in maintaining the discipline of the army, his heart 
was still open to all the benevolent sensibilities of 
our nature; nor were his success and good fortune 
below his personal deserts. Entering the army in 
youth, as a cornet, he passed honorably through 
every grade ol command to the highest attainable in 
his profession. In the progress of his long career, 
besides the various occasions of ordinary occurrence, 
which called forth the exercise of his active talents 
as an officer, the Jate war with Great Britain af- 
forded him an opportunity of signalizing his skill 
and gallantry in a more eminent degree, and he 
availed himself of it in a manner which entitles 
him to be enrolled high in the list of that distin- 
guished and heroic band of commanders, by land 
and sea, who have achieved so much tar the honor 
and glory of their country. A` grateful people, 
speaking through their constituted authorities, were 
prompt to ackaowledge their lively sense of the 
value and importance of his services, while living; 
nor wiil they fail to manifest correspondent feelings 
of sorrow and regret npon the occasion of his death. 
The army will cherish his memory, lor the many 
excellent traits of his character as a man, while the 
example of his military fortune will encourage them 
to emulate his active perseverance, devotion and 
gallantry as an officer. 

«As an appropriate testimony of respect and ho- 
nor for the metaory of their late general-in chief, 
the officers of the army will wear the usual badge 
of mourning, for six months, on the left arm and 
hilt of the sword. Gans will be fired at each mili- 
tary post at intervals of thirty minutes, from sun- 
rise until sun-set on the day succeeding the receipt 
of this order, during which lime the rational flag 
will be suspended at half-staff. JOHN BELL.” 

The military honors directed by the president to 
be paid to the memory of the late major general 
ALEXANDER Macoma, will be duly observed, and 


the troops at the several stations will be paraded at | 


10 o'clock, when this order will be read, after 
which all labors for the day will cease. By order: 
R. JONES, adj. gen. 
Official arrangements at Washington, for the fu- 
neral solemnities and interment of the late ALEx- 
ANDER Macounz, major general of the army, con- 
mandinz-in chief, who died at his residence at the 
seat of government on Friday the 25th of June, 
1841. 
Adj. gen's. office, Washington, June 26, 1841. 
Agreeably to instructions trom the department of 
war, the following arrangements for the funeral 
honors of the lamented major general MacomsB 
have been made. 


ORDER OF THE PROCESSION. 
Funeral escort in column of march. 
Battalion of intantry. 
Battalion of marines. 
Squadron of cavalry. 
Troop of light artillery. 
Commander of the escort and staff. 
The clergy of the District and surgeon general of 


the army. 
Pali-bearers, 3 Pall-bearers. 

| Colonel Cross, 4 | Colonel Totten, 
Colonel Abert, & | Colonel Walbach, 
Colonel Bomlord, E General Towson, 
General Gibson, = — General Wool, 

Com Wadsworth, uz | Com. Warrington, 
Mr. W. C. Dawson, z Mr. Preston, of the 


house of reps. senate. 
The relations of the deceased. 
The general staff of the army. 
Officers of the army. 
Officers of the navy and marine corps. 
É Officers of the militia. 
The president of the U. States and secretary of war. 
The ex-presidents. 
The heads of departments. 
The chief justice aud associate justices of the su- | 
preme court, and district judges of the U. States. | 
The president and secretary of the senate. 
The senators and olficers of the senate. 
| Foreign ministers and suites. 
| United States and Mexican commissioners for the 
adjustment of claims under the con- 
vention with Mexico. 
Members of the honse of representatives and | 
officers. | 
Governors of states and territories and members of 
the state legislatures. 
Judges of the circuit and criminal courts of the 
Distriet of Columbia and members of the 
bar and officers of the courts. 
The comptrollers ol the treasury, auditors, treasurer, 
register, solicitor and commissioners of land 
office, patents, pensions, Indian al- 
fairs and publie buildings. 
The marshal of the District of Columbia. 
The mayorand corporate anthorilies of Washington, 
Georgetown and Alexandiia. 
Officers and soldiers of the revolution. 
The clerks, &c. of the several departments preced- 
ed by their chief clerks and all other 
civil officers of the government. 
The societies and fraternities that may join the 
procession. 
Citizens and strangers. 

The troops designated to form the escort will) 
| be commanded by major general Jesup (unless | 
a senior officer should arrive), and they will as. 
semble in front of the mansion cf tlie late gene- 
| ral-in-clief at 93 o'clock on Monday, the 28th of 
June, Irom which the procession will move precise- 
ly at 103 o'clock. 

The usual badge of mourning will be worn on the 
left arm, aud on the hilt of tlie sword. 

The adjutant general of the ariny is charged with 
the arrangements of the day, and will be aided by 
the assistants adjutant general on duty near the 
| bead quarters of the ariny. By order: 

L. THOMAS, assis'! ad7'l gen. 


office, Washington, July 5, 1841. 
Brevet major general WINFIELD ScorT having 
been appointed by the president, by and with the 
advice and consent of the senate, the major gene- 
ral of the army of the United States, he is directed 
to assnme the command and enter upon his duties 
accordingly. 
By command of the president of the U. States: 
R. JONES, adj. gen. of the army. 


Headquarters of the army, Washington, July 5,1841. 
General orders, No. 37. 

Conformably to the order of the president of the 
United States in the case, major general Scott as- 
sumes the command of the army. 

His aids-de-camp are first lieutenant B. R. Alden, 
4th infantry, and first lieutenant. E. D. Keyes, 3d 
artillery. Until a successor in his late commission 
be appointed, the reports, returns and applications 
made to the head quarters of the eastern division | 
will be addressed to the assistant adjutant general, | 
at Elizabethtown, New Jersey, whence they will 
be forwarded to general headquarters, Washington, 
for consideration. WINFIELD SCOTTY. 

By command of the major general: 
R. JONES, adjutant general. 

Medical staff. ‘Ihe lollowing persons. candidates 
for the appointment of assistant surgeon in the ar- 
my, were examined and approved by the medical 
board that was convened in Philadelphia, May 25th, 


Adj. gen's. 


| 


viz: 
1. Charles E. Isaacs, of Mississippi. 
2. Richard H. Coolidge, of New York. 


| 
{ 
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3. Robert S. Holmes, of Pennsylvania. 

4. Charles W. Stearns, of Massachusetts. 

5. William Levely, of Maryland. 

6. Dabney Hernden, of Virginia. 

By the same board, the following assistant sur- 
geons were examined for promotion and were seve- 
rally approved, viz: Alexander F, Suler, Charles 
M.Hitebeock, Wiliam Maffitt. 


THE NAVY. 

Regalalions. The secretary of the navy has is- 
sued some orders with regard to the navy uniform, 
with the intent of correcting an evil which has been 
much observed, the want ol regularity in tlie navy 
dress. The following abstract of these orders is 
from the Philadelphia North American: 

No embroidery will herealter be worn by cap- 
tains or commanders in the navy, and in several of 
the other grades changes are made in the dress. 
The same button is prescribed for all officers, and 
noue other than blue or while pantaloons or vests 
are perinitted to be worn by any officer in the navy. 
When uniform is worn it must be the entire full 
dress or the entire undress, and uniform is ordered 
to be worn by all officers attached to vessels, navy 
yards, stations, the recruiting service or hospitals. 
Strict obedience to these orders is enjoined. Tbe 
hair of all persons in the navy is to be kept short, 
no part of the beard is to be worn long except 
whiskers, which shall not descend more than one 
inch below the tip of the ear, and then in a line to- 
ward the month. 

A want of conformity in the dress of officers of 
the navy has oíten heen perceived and complained 
of, notwithstanding the uniform has been prescrib- 
ed by the head of the navy department in the 
same manner as it now is by the honorable Mr. 
Badger; but we hope to see this regulation strictly 
conlormed to and doubt not that the commandants 
of vessels of war, navy yards, &e. &c. will take 
care that all orders emanating from the navy de- 
partment, be rigidly obeyed by those under their 
command. 

List of midshipmen, in the order of rank assign- 
ed them by the board of examination, which con- 
vened at the naval asylum, at Philadelphia on the 
J4th nltimo. 


1. Joseph N. Barney, — 12. Joshua D. Todd, 

2. Alexander Murray, 13. Wm. M. Caldwell, 
8. Louis McLane, 14. Wilmer Shields, 

4. Edward Donaldson, 15. Charles E. Fleming, 
5. S. Chase Barney, 16. Isaac S. K. Yon, 

6. B. F. B. Hunter, 17. Ste. D. Lavaleite, 
7. George H. Preble, — 18. James S. Ridgely, 
8. Tbomas B. Huger, 19. John Rutledge, 

9. Robert B. Riell, 20. John Q. Adams, 
10. M. C. Perry, 21. Charles Deas, 

11. C. S. MeDonough, 22. Robt. M. Bowland, 


[ Nat. Intelligencer. 

From the Pacific. The following interesting in- 
formation concerniag the trade of the United States 
in the Pacific is contained ia a letter dated on board 
the United States frigate Constitulion, at Talealimana, 
in Chili, March 5th, 1841: 

“The squadron is so limited that I have not a 
doubt the commodore finds ita very perplexingtask 
to give that protection to our cominerce in this vast 
ocean, and on the extensive coasts of Chili, Pern 
and Mexico, that it requires, and is entitled to.— 
lt seems to me that, unless the squadron is increas- 
ed to a trigate and three or tour stoops, it will be 
quite impossible to detach a ship from the coast of 
Chili and Pern to visit ‘the Island,” and the west 
coast of Mexico and the north west coast of Ame- 
rica once in twelve months. The very sinall naval 
force we now have in the Pacific (two ships and 
one schooner)! is by no means in proportion to our 
commerce which, in point of tonnage, is far ahead 
of Oid England or France! We have about 500 
whale ships employed in this ocean, whose ton- 
nage is probably over 150,000, employing 12,900 
seamen. This immense fleet is fitted ont at home, 
of domestic products, which, in all probability, cost 
over a milion of dollars; and this is lett with our 
people, and the fruits of the ocean, a(ter great labor, 
are taken home to them also. In addition to the 
whale ships, there are about fifty vessels irom va- 
rious ports in the United States, trading to the Pa- 
cific, in other branches of commerce. This is hut 
a bird's-eye view of our great and growing inte- 
rests in the Pacific. Does it not seem to merit the 
watchful care of the government, and an increased 
naval force? 

“This place is a great rendezvous for whale ships 
—twenty-three American whale ships have been 
seen here at one time! We have seen ten Ameri- 
ean flags flying here at one time! The bay is a 
beautifeL one. The anchorage is good, and is pro- 
tected from the violence of the sea, and heavy north 
winds, which blow on the coast of Chili in the win- 
ter months, by an island lying immediately at the 
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entrance, as the bay opens from tlie north, and the 
heavy gales are from the north. Nature seems to 
have placed this barrier to the sea, The climate is 
good—wood, water and provisions eau be had here 
in great abundance, The people are kind and hos- 
pitable. "l'aicabuana is but a small town, being the 
seaport of the city of *Cenceplion,? which is dis- 
tant eight miles inland. This ill-fated city was 
about half laid 1n ruins in 1835, by an earthquake. 
The population then was ten or twelve thousand; 
it is now said to be but five or six thousand. The 
terror of the earthquake of 1835 has not left the 
people yet, and many have removed from the city.” 

The Pleiades, from Sumatra, touched at St. He- 
lena 9th ult. and there learnt that the frigate Con- 
stellation, and ene or two other United States men- 
of-war were at Table bay, said to be waiting for 
new rigging. No date is mentioned. 

The Pleiades reports that the Malays on the coast 
of Suinatra were quiet, owing probably in part to 
the presence of a French man-of-war. 

U. S. sloop-of-war Marion was off the harbor of 
Pernambuce 2tst ult. and was expected in every 
moiaent. 

A letter from Oahu, dated March 11, states that 
the Vincennes was at Hawaii, and was expected 
daily to join the rest af the exploring expedition at 
Oahu. 

U. S. sloop-of-war Levant, sailed from Havana 
16th ult. on a etuise. 

'The United States surveying brig Consort, lieut. 
commanding Powell, arrived here from St. Joseph 
on Tuesday last. The survey of that harbar and 
Apalachicola has been completed, and the same 
depth of water heretofore reported, has been found. 
The Consort was te sail iu a few days for Tampa 
Bay. [Pensacota Gazetle, June 5. 

The United States schooner Grampus, was at 
Cape Mount, Africa, 20th April. 

The United States ship Macedonian, commander 
Wilkinson, was spoken 16th ult. lat. 27, lon. 85, on 
a cruise, 

U. S. sloop of war Levant, all well, was spoken 
the 4th inst, lat. 21, long. 81, by the Bourne, at 
Boston, froin Cienfaegos. 

Lieut, cammandaat Thomas A, Dorning proceeds 
to the Pacific, in the ship Lausanne, to take com- 
mand of the U, S. schooner Shark, vice Bigelow, 
promoted. 

The United States ship Brandywine, was towed 
from her moorings ia the North river, and 
went to sea, under easy sail, in the alternoon of the 
30th alt, Fler destination is sopposed to be sgain 
to the Mediterranean. 

She is now under the command of capt, Gersrn- 
ern, capt. Borron who commanded her on her re- 
turn home, baving been relieved at his owa request. 

Captain Geissenger is the sole surviving officer of 
the Wasp, having heea then a inidshipman sent to 
Savannah with a prize, after the captu:e of British 


sloops of war Avon and Pelican. Nothing was | 


ever heard subsequently of the Wasp, aad her fate 
is only conjectured by the circumstance tbat a heavy 
British sloop ef war arrived in s shattered condition 
in one of tha outports, reporting that she had an 
engagement with a large American corvette aud 
escaped. 

Phe United States frigate Constitution was ot 
Talcuhano, va the coast of Chili, an the Sth of 
March last, all well, and was expected to sail in a 
day er iwo for Valparaiso, Coquimbo, and Lima. — 
The sloop of war St, Louis was on a craiza ta “the 
islands” and western coast of Mexico. ‘The schoon- 
er Shark was ot Lima, (Nor, Beacon, 


U. S, suir Noarn Canotrsa, We had the 
pleasure of a abort visit to this ship yesterday. She 
ja moorad off the battery. fer appearanes for neat. 
ness and order is excellent. 

Phe bucthen of this ship is 2633 tons. Her ex 
trome Jength on the spar deck is 212 8-12 feet; her 
breadth of beam is 54 feet, and ber de;-th about 60 
fect. She has four decks —the spar deck, the upper 
and lower gan decks, and the berth decks and when 
ia sailing trim, she draws 25 feet of water. Prom 
her kelson to the main sky-sail truck, or the length 
of her main mast trom the keel to the «tip-top;" is 
about 271 feet. The leagth of her main yard is 107 
feet. The quantity of esuvoss in her mam topsail 
js 1400 yards, and the whole quantity on her when 


she spreads her square sails and studding sails, is 
18,000 yards; sufficient to cover an area of over four 
vactes, Her mua stay (rope) is lGinches in diame- 
ter, and her fore aud main rigging generally about 
12 inches. Her bawer anchurs weigh about 8629 
pounds, or nearly three toas, aad lier largest sheet 
anchor weighs 9175 pounds. Her hemp cables are 
36 inches in diameter, and a liak in her chain cables 
will weigh sbaut 12 pounds, Their length is about 
120 fathoms. The number of boats belonging to 
her is Lt, the largest of which is pulled by 24 ours. 

This ship is calculated to carry an arniament of 

one hundred guns. At present she bas on her spar 
deck 24 carrouades, 42's, and 2 long 32's; on the 
upper gun deck she has 32 long 32's, and on her 
ower gua deck 32 42's, When her magazine is 
supplied, it contains aboat 6000 pounds ot. powder. 
Her armory contains 300 maskets, 300 pistols, 300 
catlasses, 300 boarding axes, aud 300 pikes. 

Besides other stores she is calcoluted to carry 
sufficient. water to furnish one thousand mea, each 
with a gallon a day for six months, which is about 
182,000 gallons. 

Her complement of men is one thousand; at pre- 
sent she has, including apprentices, 362. The num- 
ber of boys or apprentices now oa board, is 116.— 
Every other day a part of them are required to at- 
tend school, where they are taught reading, writing, 
arithmetic, or navigation, according to the education 
they have previously received. Oa the larboard side 
of the lower gun-deck, abaft the main mast, is an 
apartment constrocted tor their school room. On 
the alternate days the boys are empluyed on duty 
about the ship, and io learning seamanship. There 
is a library connected with the school, that contains 
about 200 volumea, School books are furnished to 
each of the scholars, an@ when they leave, a copy 
of each book which they may have stadied is pre- 
sented te them. There is also to be published ia a 
few days, a work on seamanship, designed expressly 
for them, by one of the preseot officers of the ship, 
who is doubtless a perfect master of the sabject, 

[N. Y. Jour. Com. 


MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR OF NEW 
HAMPSHIRE, 
Fellow cilizens of the senate 
and house of represetative: 

The revolution of another political year, under 
the wise direction ofa beneficent Provilence, brings 
us together in a legislative capacity, to execute the 
inest important trusts (hat could be confided to us b 
our enlightened constituents. The daty and the 
trust thus unposed upon us, of making laws for the 
government of a people, such as compose the great 
body of the citizens of New Hampshire, involving 
all interest of properly, and even life itself, admo. 
nish us te approach (he performance of these duties 
with chastened feelings, with thoughts elevated and |. 
enlarged beyond the contracied cucle of our own 
inere selfish views and interests; to take good care 
that no partial or unjust legislation shall mar the sym- 
metry of our well. proportioned system of equal anıl 
Just government, which we received from eur lore- 
fathers and our forefathers’ God; not to be uprooted 
or destroyed—but to be enjoyed and improved, pre- 
served and transmitted, in hke manner to those 
who shall come after us. li we in this generation 
shall suceed in faithfully discharging these high and 
a purposes, we need not fear, but we shall have 
well performed our highest duties as citizens of 

the republic, and have conferred the greatest and 
most valuable benefil in onr power to bestow apon 

i successors to our heritage; the legacy of free- 
oui. 

Death of the president of the United States. In 
| the dealings of a just, though oft-times inscrufable 
| Providence, our country has been called. ta mourn 
i the death of its venerable chief magistrate, and ala 
| peculiar aud iraportant crisis. A new adiiistia- 
| ton had just succeeded to power, and assuined the 

responsibilities of government; incipient measures 
bad but just been devised, when death suddenly re- 
moved the indiviilual selected by a majority of the 
nation to fili the highest station in that government. 
This melaucholy event allords a starting illustra- 
tion of the fact, that “in the midst of life we are iu 
death,” and that station and honors afford no shield 
against the shaft ol death, but would almost seem to 
present to the “insatiate archer” only a more shin- | 


ing and conspicuous toark. Of the late president, 
widely different opinions prevailed, and we, fellow 
citizens, douhtless embraced those opiniens as hori« 
estly and as ardently, as others; hnt let us remember 
only liis virtues and “the good that he did," while 
we permit his faults and foibles to rest in sileuce; 
the trophies of death, 

Extra session ef congress, The present is adeep- 
ly interesting period in the aliairs of our nation. 
The new administration has seen fit to call an extra 
session of congress, which is now being held. "Phe 
necessity of this call, Fam unable to perceive, and 
for the reasons therefor we are left mainly to con- 
jecture. Let us hope, however, as every true lover 
ef the honor and interest of this country will do, 
that those whe have assumed the responsibility of 
the measure, will be able to give such good and suf- 
ficient reasons tor the conrse taken, as will satisfy 
the candid ol its propriety, and that such policy may 
be adopted and acted upon, by those who have the 
contrel of affairs, as will continue to sustain our best 
interests and honor, and maintain aniinpaired, that 
sacred charter of our liberties: the constitution of the 
United States. 

Delegated powers. The national government is 
clothed with certain delegated poweis, which they 
may constitutionally exercise; but “all powers not 
delegated by the constitntion nor prohibited hy it to 
the states, are reserved to the states respectively or 
te the people.” Both the national and state govern- 
ments, possess powers which are separate and dis- 
iinet: and the experience of more than hall a cen- 
tury, shows, that the two, when restricted within 
their own constitutional limits, allord to our cilizens, 
greater ard more equal security, than any other 
known form of government on the globe. Institu- 
tions that so well answer the most valuable purposes 
of all governments should be cherished with every 
care, and maintained with al] their efficacy and 
purity, by every sacrifice that patiiotisin. warrants, 
and with all the vigilance, that the preservation of 
teue freedom ouglit toexcite. While, therefore, the 
states should watch with a vigilant eye, every en- 
croachment on their reserved rights, they should. as 
carefully avoid the exercise of any power, delegated 
to the national government. 

Deposile and distribution, The congress of the 
United States are invested with fall power “te lay 
and collect taxes, imposts and excises, to pay the 
debts, and provide for the cominon defence anit ge- 
ueial welfare of the Unitel States;"—but with this 
authority, they possess no power to collect a revenne 
for distribution among the states, Unfortunately for 
the nation, in 1336 there had been accumulated in 
the treasarv, an unexpected and large surplus reve- 
nue, beyond the then existing wants of the govern- 
ment, and by a law of congress called the “deposite 
act," that surplus was deposited with the several 
states for safe keeping. It was a deposile, and no 
more, and so viewed by the friends of the then ad- 
ministration who supported the measure; had it been 
a law to give or distribute that suia to the several 


y | states, Lam of opinion it wonld have found few 


friends in either lionse of congress. 

It is to be regretted that any of our sister states 
have been seduced to stray from the safe path of 
strict economy in their public expenditures. — Jus- 
tice te the present and future generations wonld 
seem to require of those, who, as agents of the peo- 
ple control the affairs of the states at the present 
lime, a return and adherence ta lle. strictest princi- 
ples of economy, in the performance of their seve- 
ral duties and trusts; inastauch as by such course 
only, can they reasonably expect to be relieved from 
the unfortunate embarrassments under which they 
now labor. The spirit and energies of he American 
people are still unconquered, and, we may almost say 
unconqnerable, when exerted ina just cause, Our 
people are lovers of justice, not only in theirindividu- 
al alfairs, but ia those of the state and nation. I feel 
the highest confidence in the ability and disposition 
of the indebted states, to meet all. their just respon- 
sibilities; and that too, withont resorting to the na- 
tional government for aid. If a system of distribu- 
tion to the states were to be adopted (waiving the 
constitutionality of sueli asystein) it wonld most 
clearly be exceeding bad poliey; exhausting to the 
national treasury, and corrupting to the states and 
the people. 

Militia. The general government is authorised 
“to provide lor organizing, arming ani disciplining 
the inilitia;"—2nd it is very desirable thal a new 
organization should be made. It is believed that 
we have one and a half million of soldiers enrolled 
in the militia threnghout the union; ol. this number 
we have aboat thirty theusand in this slate, who are 
called out thrice in each year ler inspeetion, drill 
and review. This mode of training so namerens a 
body ol soldiers, is attended wilh a very great ag- 
gregate expense, of both lime and money, unac- 
companied in the estimation of very many of our 
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citizens, by an equivalent advantage. The “right 
of the people to keep and bear arms,” is a right 
dear to every freeman: arms should be in the hands 
of every citizen of the republic, who is able to wield 
them, and it is the duty of government to prescribe 
such rules of organization and discipline, as. will 
give those arms the greatest possible efficiency.— 
The system of organization and discipline to be 
useful, must deserve and receive the approval of 
those for whom it is established; it must be free 
from the charge of favoritism and partiality on the 
one hand, and not impose too heavy a tax on the 
time and money of the citizen on the other. All 
our eitizens should be required, and held strietly to 
sustain, their fair share of the burthens of the sys- 
tem. 

It is believed that a division of our militia into 
junior and senior classes, the latter being excused 
fram active duty, exceot in cases of invasion and 
insurrection, and thus abridging in effect the term 
of time in which duty is to be required, and grant- 
ing to the former an increased compensation in pro- 
portion to the services required of them, withhold- 
ing of course any compensation to the latter class, 
except wher called into actual service, wonld not 
only be a great saving of expenseon the whole, but 
would advance the discipline and effectiveness of 
the former class, by enahling them to devote more 
time and attention to the school of the soldier, than 
under our present system would be deemed just and 
expedient to require. 

The present is no. time to relax in the encou- 
Tazement aud support of a well regulated militia. — 
How soon we may be called upon to defend the li- 
berty and country inherited from onr patriotic sires, 
we cannot know: but this we are assured, that while 
the nature of man remains unchanged, the mani- 
festation of a constant readiness and ahility to de- 
fend ourselves, is the surest guarantee against az- 
gression. 

While speaking of the subject of our militia, per- 
mit me to call your attention to that of our field ar- 
tillery. Most of our regiments are now supplied 
with smal? brass field pieces; they answer well the 
purpose for which they were designed, that is, to 
accustom onr soldiers ta the exercise and use oí 
this kind of ordnance. In some recent instances, 
these light pieces have been exchanged by the state 
tor those of a heavier class. Donbts have been ex- 
pressed as to the adoption of this measure as a ge- 
neral rule; the smaller size are equally useful, and 
far more convenient for all the purposes of exercise 
ani drill, and a saving of much expense. 

Banks. By reterence to the charters of the 
banking inslitutions in this state, it will be seen that 
several are about to expire by limitation. and it con- 
sequently becomes a question of importance as to 
what ought to be our policy towards them. It is 
believed in this state, we have fallen into what is 
deemed a very common error in this country, that 
of establishing too many banks—more than the in- 
terest of the community require, which is the only 
proper reason lor the establishment of any. This 
error, if it should thus be considered, the legislature 
will soon have a very favorable opportunity to cor- 
rect. ]t must be admitted, that recent develop- 
ments in the managements of eertain banks iu the 
nation, have tended to shake whatever of confidence 
a large portion of ‘he community had in them.— 
Peculatiou and fraud of such aggravated character 
have been committed among those entrusted with 
the control of these institutions, as to became truly 
alarming. Some of these banks appear to have 
turned aside from their lawful sphere of operations, 
and instead of impartially lending their aid to the 
general business of the country, (as it was the ob- 
ject of their establishment to do), to have contri- 
buted their means mainly to the aggrandisement of 
a few favorites. Banking institutions have become 
so numerons, and their notes have so extensively 
assumed the place of money a3 a circulating nedi- 
um, as apparently to render such institutions indis- 
pensable; that to effect any important change in the 
system, even with acknowledged public interest on 
the side of reform, it has becoine a task of no ordi- 
nary magnitude and difficulty, and would require 
the most imature deliberation. 

It is, however, gralilying to believe that the 
banks in New Hampshire, with few exceptions, 
have fulfilled their appropriate duties to the com- 
munity with a commendable degree of fidelity, and 
have shared largely the public confidence; they 
should be held toa rigid and strict acconntability 
on all their engagements, with no hopes of legisla- 
tive favor on failure to redeem, on demand and in 
specie, all their promises. I would sugzest the pro- 
priety of limiting, by law, the amount that may be 
loaned ta any one individual or firm, and also by 
lezal enactment, to prevent the control of any bank 
in this state passing into the hands of those who 
are not citizens of the state, It has long been de- 


sired to limit the denomination ot notes the banks 
may be allowed to issue: this, if judiciously com- 
menced and persevered in, will, it is believed, be 
attended with favorable results, in restoring and 
continuing in circulation a great amount of specie. 
The re-chartering of our present banks, so far as 
their issues are concerned, will afford the legisla- 
jture npportunity to carry this reforin into ettect.— 


spirit of hostility to banks, as such; they are con- 
venient and usetul, when based on substantial eapi- 
tal and properly conducted. I believe it is the de- 
sire of all to correct abuses wherever they exist, 
and under safe and strong regulations aud restric- 
tious to improve our banking system, rather than 
to uproot and destroy it. 

I have received reports from the bank commis- 
|sioners in relation toa portion of our banks, anil 
hope, early in the session, to be able to lay betore 
the legislature their report on the condition of all 
the banks in the state 

Eduction. “Knowledge and learning generally 
dittused through a community being essential to the 
support of a [ree governinent,” it is made the duty 
of the legislature, by the constitution, “to cherish 
the interests of literature and sciences." [tis a 
source of congratulation that our ancestors early 
adupted the system of free common schools as the 
best means of promoting the general difusion of 
knowledge among all elasses ol citizens—the direct 
tendency of which is to foster and strengthen the 
teelings of equality, in respect to political rights, 
jand make that feeling fact which constitutes the 
main support, and affords the surest guaranty ol the 
preservation of onr republican institutions. It is a 
mgh satisfaction, that the generous aud enlightened 
principles of the founders of this admirable systein 
have been, and still are, warmly cherished. Sta- 
usties recently furnished, show that our common 
schools and other institutions of learning 1n the 
state have not been leit to languish for want of sup- 
purt, but that their benign influence has been telt 
as generally, aud that the benefits of edueation 


have been as widely diifused, and as highly appre- | 


(ciated and enjoyed, as in any state ol the union.— 
Much has been done here, as well as elsewhere in 
the cause of education; but doubtless much retoains 
todo, The standard of edueation in our common 
schools might well be raised, and improvements in 
the quality and method of imparting instruction, it 
is presumed, in. many instances, might be adopted. 
(This i$ said to be an age of iinproveiments; to at- 
tempt to keep our present position merely, will be 
to retrogade; and we certainly ought to do neither 
in the inatler of endeavoring to improve our moral 
or social condition. This subjeet is entitled to 
your earnest consideration, and in any measure you 
may propose, conducive to the end desired, I shall 
be most happy to co-aperate. 

Penitentiary, Sc. 
under the charge of the present warden for one year, 
and fur the most of that time the convicts confined 
have been employed directly on behalt of the state. 
| I believe that order and strict discipline have been 

perseveringly maintained, and that the poliee of 
the prison is inferior to that of no other prison in 
the union. The state has recently made a consi- 
derable outlay, to commence aud carry on business 
in the prison on its own account; and [ trust that, 
considering the general erabarressment of the times 
the result of the measure will be found, at least 
not to be disastrous. I entertain strang hope that 
our state penitentiary will yet eease to be a bur- 
then to the treasury, and still answer well the end 
of its estahlishinent, as a place of strict and secure 
| confineinent to hard labor, of those whom the laws 
condemn to be its inmates. The pardoning power, 
I apprehend, has been too often exercised, not only 
in this, but other states, towards criminals, con- 
demned to ordinary punishment. A pardon bas in 
consequence, become a matter of hope’ and confi- 
dent expectation to many of those sent to our pri- 
son. The influence of this state of feeling is un- 
doubtedly bad in its effects on most conviets. The 
remedy ia easy, and I trust will he adopted. A re- 
port hom the warden detailing more particularly 
the state anıl prospects of the institution, may be 
expected at an early day. The act of the last le- 
gislatare abolishing unprisonment tor debt in this 
state was undoubtedly just in itself, and in accord- 
ance with the principles of humanity and the spirit 
of the age. | rejoice that our statutes are at last 
treed of the odious principle that visited upon po- 
verty the consequences that should attach only to 
erime. 
some small portions of the uncolleeted avails of 
the debtor's labor might not justly aud consistently 
with the best gond of the community, be exempted 
from the operation of the trustee process. The 
beneficial effect of such exemption would be felt 
by many of the untoitunate debtor class, in the 


These remarks and suggestions are made in no! 


The state prison has now been | 


I would here suggest the inquiry, whether 


encouragement it would afford them, to persevere 
|in their labors to support themselves, and perhaps 
fainilies, whose entire dependence is npon the pro- 
ceeds of their labor for subsistence. The inquiry 
[T think is one worthy of your consideration, and 
| cannot but hope it may meet a favorable response. 
| But let us not forget, in the mean time, that ii- 
partiality is an essential constituent in just legis- 
lation: that creditors, as well as debtors, have 
rizhts that are entitled to equal protection. Some 
| additional enactments to protect the just rights of 
the former class, to secure the honest and indus- 
| trions froin becoming a prey to the idle and disho- 
nest, will become necessary. The committee ap- 
pointed to review the laws of the state, under in- 
struetious by the last legislature so to do, will pro- 
bably report far your consideration à code of laws 
on this subject. 

Judiciary. Since the last session of the legis~ 
lature, the counties of Belknap and Carrotl have 
been organized ani gone into successful operation. 
Six new termsof the court have thus heen created, 
aud may render a new organization of the other 
terms of the court necessary. E would also sug- 
gest to the legislature, whether, so far as any in- 
crease of expense and duties have been imposed 
upon the court, such allowance shonld not be made, 
that the coinpensation of the judges should con- 
tinne at least equal to what it was when first es- 
tablished. The subject was under the considera- 
tion of the last legislature, but I believe no definite 
action was had. We ought to cherish a rigid eco- 
nomy to the administration of all onr state affairs 
—no sinecure offices should be allowed to exist, 
and no extravagant salaries shonld be given; but it 
does seein to me that the compensation to our judi- 
cial officers, especially since, besides the natural 
increase of business, we have imposed additional 
|duties and expense upon them, should, in justice, 
be increased. I hope this subject will receive and 
engage the attention of the lezislature, and that it 
will ineet with that favor which I am confident a 
full examination of its merits will show that it de- 
serves. 

Geological survey. By a recent communication 
from Dr. Jackson, our state geologist, I am in- 
formed he is busily employed in the preparation of 
his report, which he hopes to have coinpleted be- 
fore the close of the session. His “report will 
embrace the general outlines of the survey, and 
some of the most important facts which bear upon 
the economical use of minerals; also a series of 
very delicate chemical analyses on minerals and 
soils;" that being desirous of presenting as many 
accurate analysis as possible, he continued his 
work in the laboratory to the latest moment, and 
which has consequently delayed an early publica- 
tion of his report. I retain, undiminished confi- 
idence, that this survey will disclose greatand va. 
luable sources of mineral wealth in the state, be- 
sides imparting much useful information to the 
agricultural interest. 


Education of the deaf and dumb. The appro- 

priation for the education of the indigent deaf and 
duinb, has been applied to the object intended; as 
also in part the appropriation for education of the 
blind. Of the foriner class, the applicants are 
more numerong, and will require at least the full 
{amount appropriated yearly tor their benefit. On 
| the other hand, the indigent blind are few in num- 
| ber, and require less at present than the amount of 
the yearly appropriation tor this purpose. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, be assured it willgive 
me much satisfaction to unite with you in the 

(adoption of such measures as shall best promote 
| the welfare and prosperity of our fellow citizens, 
JOHN PAGE. 


State of New Hampshire, 
Execulive department, June, 1841. 


TWENTY.SEVENTH CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. 

June t8. Mr. Williams presenled the joint reso- 
lutions of the legislature of Maine, praying for an 
| amendment to the constitution of the United States 
so as to restrict the president to one term. Similar 
| joint resolutions were presented by Mr. Bates, from 
| the legislature of Massachusetts. These resolutions 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Williams presented a joint resolution of the 
legislature of Maine, on the subject af French spo- 
jliations: which were ordered to be printed. 

The president pro tem. laid before the senate an 
act of the legislature of Maryland in relation to the 
completion of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal. Laid 
on the table. 

Mr. Clay presented a memorial from citizens of 
m Louis, praying that a national bank may be es. 
tablished. 
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Petitions were presented, by Messrs. Evans, Tull- 
madge and Rives, for the passage of a bankrupt 


law. 
Mr. Walker submitted the following: . 
Resolved, That the secretary of state be directed to 


communicate to the senate a statement of the aggre- | 


gate of the population of the United States and terti- 
tories, and in the District 
censas; distinguishing in three separate columus the 
number of whites, of free persons of colur, and of all 


other persons. 
M Buchanan moved that when the senate ad- 


journ it adjourn to meet on Monday next. Which 
was adopted. : 

The senate resumed the consideration ofthe unfi- 
nished business, being the motion of Mr. Clay to 
print 1,500 extra copies of the report of the secre- 
tary of the treasury. A 

Mr. Wright then resumed tlie remarks which he 
had commenced yesterday. 

He was followed by Mr. Woodbury, who made 
an explanation of his former speech. 

Mr. Evans showed tbat Mr. Woodbury's explana- 
tion would not exeuse the derelictions of the late 
administration. 

A [ew words of explanation then followed by Mr. 
Wright and Mr. Evans, when, 

Mr. Culhoun desired to offer a few observations 
on the subject; but the hour was so late that he 
would move that the senate adjourn. Which mo- 
tion was put and carried. And the senate adjourned 
to Monday. R 

June 21. The president pro tem. laid before the 
senate a communication from the president of the 
United States covering a report from the navy de- 
partinent, in compliance witha resolution. of the 
&th instant, calling for the correspondence in rela- 
tion to the sailing of the Mediterranean squadron. 
The correspondence having been partially read, 
Mr. Preston moved that it be referred to the com- 
mittee on naval affairs and be printed; which was 
agreed to. a 

The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred: s 

By Mr. Tallmadge, a petition from citizens of the 
city of New York tora general bankrupt law. 

Also, from citizens of Buffalo, N. Y. for a gene- 
ral bankrupt law. zu 

By Mr. Wright, three memorials from citizens 
of New York in favor of a bankrupt law; also 
one remonstrating against a bankrupt law; and 
another against the enactment of any bankrupt law 
which shall be retroactive in its character. 

By Mr. Merrick, from the board of trade of Bal- 
timore, asking for the establishment of a national 
bank. 

By Mr. Huntington, 
a bankrupt law. E 

By Mr. Clay, two memorials from citizens of N. 
Yak, earnestly praying for the enactment of a ge- 
neral bankrupt law. . i 

Mr. Clay, from the select committee to which 
was refered so much of the president’s message as 
related to the currency, made a report, accompa- 
nied by a bill to incorporate the subscribers to the 
fiscal bank of the United States. 

Mr. Cluy submitted a resolution to the effect that, 
from and after the 22d instant, the hour of meet- 
ing of the senate be 10 o’clock, instead of 12, as 
heretofore. 

On motion of Mr. Mangum, 

Resotved, That the secretary of the navy furnish a 
statement of the number cf old-fashioned pistols and 
muskets at present belonging to the naval service. 

The senate then resutued tbe consideration of the 


a memorial for the passage of 


motion to print 1,500 extra copies of the report of; 


the secretary of the treasury. 

Mr. Cathoun rose and delivered bis views on the 
report. 

Mr. Clay made a short rejoinder, and after some 
further remarks from Messrs. Calhoun, 
and Cluy, the motion to print was carried. : 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the bill to revive aud extend the charters of certain 
banks in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Merrick explained the objects of the bill, 
and moved certain amendments, which were adopt- 


d. 

Mr. Allen moved to postpone the bill until tbe first 
Monday in December next, ou which motion he de- 
anded the yeas and nays. 

The debate was continued until after 4 o'clock 
between Messrs. Allen, Benton, Merrick, Linn, 
King and others, without the question having becn 
taken. 

The bill granting $25,000 to the widow of the late 
general Harrison was read a second time, and re- 
ferred to a select committee. The senate then ad- 
journed. 

June 22. The president pro tem. laid before the 
senate a message [rom the president of the United 


ne District of Columbia, under tbe last, 


States, communicating the correspondence in rela- 
tion to the removal of the remains of gen. Harrison 
| to North Bend. Laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, a communication from the secretary of the 
treasury, in compliance with the resolution of the 
l7tb inst. asking for copies of the survey of the 
southern coast, from Appalachicola bay to the 
month of the Mississippi river. 

Mr. Huntington presented the preamble and reso- 
lutions of tbe legislature of Couneclicut in relation 
to the repeal of the sub-treasury and the establish- 
ment of a national bank. 

Also, in relation to the protective tariff. 

Also, in relation to the disposal of the publie 
lands. 

Also, in relation to such an amendment of the 
constitution as will restrict tbe eligibilily of the pre- 
sident to a single term. 
| Mr. H. moved that the resolutions lie on the table 

and be printed; which motion was adopted. 

Mr. Allen presented from citizens of Cincinnati 
the proceedings of ademocratic meeting of the citi- 
zens of Ohio, remonstrating against the establish- 
ment of a national bank, as calculated to cripple le- 
gitimate commerce, and representing it as unconsti- 
tutional, unwise and inexpedient, calculated to 
plunder the people, and place them under the do- 
minion of a moneyed despotism. 

Mr. A. moved to lay tbe paper on the table, and 
that it be printed. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, moved to lay the motion 
to print on the table, as well as the paper. 

Mr. Allen demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

‘And it was laid on the table by the following vote, 
yeas 27, nays 18. 

The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred. 

By Mr. Tullmadge, from citizens of the city of 
New York, for a general bankrupt law. 

Also, from citizens of Plattsburg, for a general 
bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Porter, from citizens of New York, in fa- 
vor of a general bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Woodbridge, trom citizens of Michigan, 
in favor of the establishment of a national bank. 

Mr. Bayard, from the select committee to whom 
it wasreferred, reported the bill from the house mak- 
ing an appropriation of twenty-five thousand dollars 
for the family of gen. Harrison, with an amend- 
ment—which was, that auy moneys that might have 
been received in payment ol salary by the deceased 
be dedueted. 

Mr. Clay, from the committee on finance report- 
ed the house bill making the appropriations for the 
present session of congress, with two amendments; 
one of which was reducing the item of printing 
tor the senate from $26,000 to $20,000; which Mr, 
C. said, carried out the spirit of retrencliment and 
reform, and he hoped it would receive the sanction 
of the senate. This amendinent, with the other, 
was adopted, and the bill passed. 

The resolution introduced by Mr. Clay, changing 
the hour of meeting from twelve to ten in the morn- 
ing, was taken up; when a short debate ensued, in 
which Messrs. Clay, Buchanan, Linn, Mangum and 
others participated, and the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Buchanan’s resolution calling upon the pre- 
sident for the names of all persons in the employ- 
ment of the government who had been removed 
from office since the 4th of March last, was taken 
up; when 

Mr. Mangum expressed a wish that the senator 
from Pennsylvania would let the motion lie on the 
| table for the present at least. What had been done 
hardly made the preface to the book; when the 
* work was completed, he would join with that sena- 

tor in calling for the information. The departments 


Woodbury ; had been so occupied in business relating to the 


extra session, that it was next to impossible for 
them to have attended to other matters. Hereafter 
he would give his aid to the senator, not only in 
procuring a list of the removals mate under the pre- 
sent administration, but also under the last, so that 
the gentleman might see the names in parallel co- 
lums tf he so desired. 

Mr. Buchanan said it was as he had expected. 
What had taken place was only a preface. But 
thought it as well to have the first volume now, and 
he could call for the second alter the whole should 
have been completed. As, however, the hour had 
arrived lor taking up the untinished business of yes- 
terday, Mr. B. would not debate the motion but 
should eall up the 1esolutian to-morrow. 

‘The senate then proceed to the discussion of the 
bill to revive and exteud the charters of the District 
banks—the motion of Mr. Allen, of Ohio, to post- 
pone the bill until the first Monday in December 
next pending. 


On this motion an animated discussion ensued. 
Mr. Allen asked the yeas and nays, which, having 
been granted, were taken, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Linn, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Smith, of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright—14. j 

NAYS--Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Hen- 
derson, Huntington, Kerr, King, MeRoberts, Man- 

um, Merrick, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
evier, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, White, Woodbridge, Young—32. 

The hill was then amended in several particulars, 
a debate arising on all the various propositions, in 
which Messrs. Merrick, Clay, of Alabama, Benton, 
Allen, Bayard, Lian, Mangum, Tappan and otbers 
participated. 

A motion to amend the bill so as to include the 
following provision was offered by Mr. Benton. 
“That no bank should pay out or lend out the notes 
of any suspended bank, or any paper currency 
whatsoever which is not equivalent to gold or sil- 
ver.” Andon this he asked the yeas and nays; 
which, being granted, appeared as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bayard, Benton, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Calhonn, Choate, Clay, of Alaba- 
ma, Clav, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Ful- 
ton, Graham, Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, 
Southard. Tappan, White, Wiliams, Woodbridge, 
Wright, Young—36. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Kerr, Merrick, 
Smith, of Indiana, Tallmadge—6. 

The question having been taken op agreeing 
with the committee in the several amendments, it 
was carried. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The senate then adjourned to meet at 10 o'clock 
A.M. to-morrow. 

June 23. Petitions in iavor of a bankrupt law 
were presented by Messrs. Tallmadge, Wright, 
Woodbridge and Benton, Mr. Wright also presented 
remonstrances against the passage of the Jaw. 

Mr. Buchanan's resolution (calling on the presi- 
dent for a list of removals and. appointments since 
the 4th of March) was taken up; bnt Mr. Buchanan 
said, if it would occasion debate, he had no disposi- 
tion to press it. 

Mr. Mangum thought it very inopportune to dis- 
cuss proseription in bot weather. He had no amend- 
ment prepared, but to-morrow, perhaps, they might 
so arrange it as to bave the names of those re- 
moved since March, 1841, and 1829, in parallel 
columns. ‘The resolution was laid over. 

The bill to revive and extend the charters of the 
banks of the District of Columbia was put on its 
third reading, when 

Mr. Marehead moved to recommit the bill, with 
instructions to strike out the amendment which had 
been adopted yesterday, preventing the banks of the 
District Irom paying out or lending out the notes of 
any suspended banks. 

Mr. Merrick spoke in favor of the recommitment? 

Mr. Mangum would not object to the recommit- 
ment of the bill, but would suggest to the senator 
whetberit would not be better to so modify his mo- 
tion as to recommit without instructions. 

Messrs. Young, Benton, Allen and Buchanan seve- 
rally spoke in favor of the principles contained in 
the amendment that had been adopted yesterday, as 
salutary and calculated to promote the interest of 
the people of the District. 

Messrs. Barrow and Morehead sustained the mo- 
tion to recommit, the latter, having adopted the 
suggestion of Mr. Mangum, simply to recommit the 
bill without instructions. ‘The question was taken 
by yeas and nays, and decided as follows: yeas 25, 
nays 24. 

So the motion prevailed and the bill was recom- 
mitted. 

Mr. Clay then moved to proceed to the conside- 
ration of the special order, being the bill to incor- 
De the subscribers to the fiscal bank of the 

nited States. Mr. C. would suggest whether it 
would not be better to dispense with the reading of 
the bill except by its title, and proceed to consider 
it section by section. 

Mr. Wright thought, as the bill was long, and as 
it had only been placed on the tables that moru- 
ing. and few had had an opportunity of examin- 
ing it with that care which so grave a matter re- 
quired, it better to postpone the consideration until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Clay aceeded to the wishes of the senator 
from New York, but said that the bill bad been be- 
fore the senate several days, at least that of the 
secretary had, which was substantially the same, 
with the exceptions pointed out in tbe report. 
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Mr. C. then moved to proceed to the considera- 
tion of execntive business, which motion was car- 
ried; and, after some time spent in executive session, 
the senate adjourned. 

June 24. The president pro tem. laid before the 
senate, in coinpliance witb a resolution of the 17th 
inst. a communication from the state department ex- 
hibiting an abstract of the 6th census, showing tbe 
aggregate amount of population in all the states and 
territories. Ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

Also, a message, from the president of the Unit- 
ed States, in compliance with a resolution, as to the 
delay of the repairs on the Potomac bridge. 

Also, a communication from the treasury depart- 
ment, relating te the commerce and navigation of 
the country. 

Mr. Huntington moved to print 2,000 extra co- 
pies of this document, on the ground that it was one 
among the most important that emanates from the 
government. It was one, too, that did not find its 
way into the newspapers, like the general reports 
sent from the executive branch. The inotion was 
carried. 

Mr. Tullmadge, presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of the city of New York for a bankrupt law. 

Also, from citizeus of tbe town of Salina, New 
York, in favor ot a general bankrnpt law. 

Also, from citizens of Cleveland, Ohio, for the 
enactment of a general baukrupt law. 

Mr. Smith, o! la. {rom the committee on the pub- 
lic lands, reported back to the senate the bill to dis- 
tribute the proceeds ot the sales of the public lands 
among tlie several states in just and equitable pro- 
portions, and to grant lands to certain states, with 
several amendments, one of the principal of which 
is, the incorporation of a permanent prospective 
pre-emption system in favor of actual settlers, Mr. 
S. also submitied a special report which, with the 
billas amended, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Buchanan’s resolution calling lor the names 
of those persons removed from office since the 4th 
ot March last, was taken np. The resolution bav- 
ing been read— 

Mr. Mangum moved to amend the same by insert- 
ing *and also tlie removals from tbe 4th of March, 
1829, up to the 4th of March, 1841." 

Mr. Buchanan said it was not his intention to 
have said one woid on the subject. He thonght the 
resolution proper and correct in itself, aud he was 
sorry to see gentlemen on the other side so sensi- 
tive as to the call, that they should see fit to eneum- 
ber it with an amendment which would deleat the 
resolution. If gentlemen wanted the intormatiou 
sought for by the amendment, why nat introduce a 
distinct resolution, and then he would give it bis 
support. How long wonld it be before they conld 
gel à proper answer, il they were to wait until all 
the changes made within the last twelve years were 
to be superadded to those made witbin two or three 
months? He asked tor no reasons for the removals, 
and the whole subject was so plain and simple that 
it could give but little trouble to the departments, 
The call was fist suggested to his mind when leav- 
ing home. He lonnd that removals were accurring 
every day from little post offices at cross-roads, and 
no one could tell from whence the order caine, but 
still the postmasters fell like the leaves in autumn, 
and yet po paper authorised to publish the remo- 
vals made the least mention of the tacts. When re- 
movals took place during the prior administrations, 
they were made boldly, and were published in the 
government organ; but now the postmaster general 
removed 120 per week, and vet no notice was ta- 
ken of it. “How he nicks 'em!" And yet the se- 
nator from North Carolina says it is only the pre- 
face to the book—tlie Ist volame, forsooth—[Mr. 
Linn. *Duodecimo"]—Xyes, duodecimo; the quar- 
tos are to tollow by and by. He did not complain 
of these removals, but he would ask, where was 
the necessity for any concealment? Why seek to 
disguise them? Amos Kendall, bad as he was re- 
presented to be by the party now in power, pub- 
lished a regnlar register ot all removals aud ap- 
pointments. 

Mr. B. did not want to show the difference be- 
tween this administration and the last in exercising 
the appointing power, but be did desire to show the 
difference between the professions an the practice 
of the great whig party. His side of the question 
never made any professions about proscription, 
tbough it had been charged with asserting the doc- 
trine that ‘do the victors belong the spoils.’ Mr. B. 
further continued his remarks for some time. 

Mr. MeRuberis said he had the same objection to 
the amendwent as the senator from Pennsylvania 
If the amendment was adopted, they would not get 
the information this session, He was desirous to 
know what the present administration bad been 
doing siuce it came into power. This great politi- 
cal parly lad been denouncing proscription, and he 


proposed to show to the senate some of the decla- 
rations of the leading whigs. 

Mr. McR. continned his remarks until the hour 
for taking up the special order had arrived, when 
he gave wav. 

The senate then proceeded to consider the bill to 
incorporate the subscribers to tie fiseal agent. 

Mr. Clay rose and explained the object and bear- 
ing of the bill—speaking nntil near 2 o'clock. 

Mr. Cal&oun desired that the further considera- 
tion be postponed until to-morrow—waking a few 
observations in relation to the feeling of tbe south 
jin regard to a national bank. 

Mr. Mangum and Mr. Graham controverted the 
point so far as North Carolina was concerned. 

Mr. Calhoun reiterated the sentiment for North 
Carolina on the authority of a gentleman belonging 
to than state. 

Mr. Graham rejoined. 

Mr. Clay could not consert to the postponement. 

Mr. Buchanan appealed to the senator to agree 
to the postponement. 

Mr. Clay. Indeed, I will not. 

Mr. Buchanan said if there were any object like 
that of delaying the bill, the senator from Kentucky 
would be justified “in pntting the screws,” but 
there was no such object. The fact was, that the 
senator, in explaining the bill, had discussed soine 
of the most important principles ever connected 
with the banking system in the country, and he 
hoped, as the senator had taken his stand against 
the postponement, be would content himself with 
simply voting against it. 

Mr. Clay. Mr. President, I call for the yeas and 
hays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered and stood as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bates, 
Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alaha- 
ma, Clayton, Dixon. Fulton, Henderson, Huntington, 
Kerr, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sevier, Smith, 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, White, 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—35. 

NAYS—Messrs. Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentuc- 
ky, Evans, Graham, Mangum, Muller, Morehead, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, W ood- 
bridge— 13. 

Ou motion of Mr. Bayard the senate tonk up the 
bill granting the sum of $25,000 to the family of 
the late gen. Harrison. 

Mr. Benton moved to recommit the bill to the 
select committee, with instructions to report the 
specific gronuds on which the allowance was made. 

On this motion a debate ensued which lasted un- 
til near five o'clock, in which Messrs. Benton, Bay- 
ard, Calhoun, Bates, Linn, 
Young, IVhite, Woodbury, Berrien, Archer, Clay, 
of Kentucky, and others participated. 

Mr. Benton asked the yeas and nays on the pro- 
position to recommit, which having been ordered, 
stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Ala. Fulton, Kiog, Linn, McRoberts, Pierce, Sevier, 
Smith, of Con. Tappan, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
Young—t6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay, of. Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Dixon, Evans, Grabam, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Nicholson, Phelps; 
Porter, Prenuss, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, W bite, Woodbridge--30. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Clay moved that the bill bave its third read- 
iug then. 

Mr. Il'right and Mr. Benton objected. . 

A motion was then made to adjourn (two prior 
motions to the same effect having faited) and car- 
ried, and the senate adjonrned after having been in 
continuous session from ten in the morning till five 
in the evening. 

June 25. Messrs. Tallmadge, Barrow, Wright, 
Cloy, Merrick and Berrien, presented petitions for 
the passage ofa general bankrupt law. Mr. Bar- 
row presented also a petition for a national bank. 

Mr. Berrien reported from the committee on the 
judiciary the bill establishing a uniform system of 
bankruptcy, with an amendment. 

Mr. Woodbury submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be re- 
quested to fui nisl the senate with a copy of any autho- 
rity he may have received trom the president of the U. 
States, since the 3d day of March last, to advance ino- 
ney to collectors, orany disbursing agents, under which 
he has made advances since the third day of March 
| last, outof any of the new appropriations passed at the 
last session of congress. Alsn, tha! he state the amount 
of advances made out of the treasury since the 3d day 
of March last, whether with or without such authority. 

Mr. McRoberts resumed bis speech commenced 
yesterday on the resolution of Mr. Buehanan, on 
the motion to amend so as tu include the removals 


Walker, Tullmudge, |- 


from 4th March, 1329, to 4th March, 1841, and 
continued dnring the morning hour. 

The bill to appropriate the snin of $25,000 to the 
family of the late president, was read a third time, 
and on the question, “Shall this bill pass??? a debate 
ensued, in which Messrs. Benton, Miller, Sevier, 
King, Pierce, Wright, and others, participated. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, tbe vote 
stood for the passage of tbe bill, yeas 28, nays 16, 
as tollows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow. Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon,Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Sim- 
mons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Wal- 
ker, White, Woodbridge-—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton. Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, 
Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—16. 

On motion of Mr. Mangum, the senate proceeded 
to the order ol tbe day, being the bill to incorporate 
a fiscal bank of the United States. 

Mr. Buchanan said it was his intention to bave 
offered some remarks, but be believed it was under- 
stond by his friends on that side of the house tbat 
they would let the triends of the bill go on and 
make it what they wished, and after they had fixed 
it to suit themselves, be would then proceed to of- 
fer briefly his views. 

Mr. Clay acquiesced in the snggestion, deeming 
it the best mode of proceeding. 

The bill was then read by sections; and after hav- 
ing been amended in several minor particulars, such 
as changing the location of one or two of the places 
where the books of the subscription are to be open- 
ed—limiting the number of shares to be subscribed 
for by any individual, company, or state, to two 
thousand five hundred—no proxy to give more than 
three bundred votes—no director to hold his office 
for more than five years out of six—lorbidding any 
loan to be made on the pledge of any public debt— 
limiting the sum to be loaned to government or any 
state to one million of dollars, unless specially au- 
thorised by law—with some other verbal amend- 
ments— 

Mr. Huntington moved to amend that part of the 
18th section forbidding the issuing of any uote of 
less denomination than ten dollars. 

Mr. Cley was not particularly anxious on the 
subject; ten dotlars was the amount which the com- 
mittee thonght best; but if the other was supposed 
to better suit the publie convenience, he would not 
object. 

'The question was taken on the adoption of this 
by veas and nays, and lost, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Dixon, Evans, Huntington, Man- 
gum, Mernck, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
uss, Preston, Summons, Smith, of Ind. Tallmadge, 
White, Woodbridge—21. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Choate, Clay of Ala. Clayton, Fulton, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, King, Linn, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Pierce, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan. Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Yonng— 


The further disenssion was then postponed. 

The senate took up the joint resolution from the 
house nf representatives, in relation to the solemni- 
lies to be observed in the removal of the remains 
of the late presideut of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Bayard, the senate concurred 
inthe resolution, and a select comtnittee of five 
was directed to be appointed by tlie chair on the 
part of the senate, to unite with that on the part of 
the house. And then adjonrned till Monday. 

June 28. Ata quarter past ten, the senate was 
called to order, and immediately after the reading 
of the journal,a message was received from the 
house of representatives, communicating a joint re- 
solution that both houses of congress do now ad- 
journ as an expression of respect to the memory of 
the recently deceased major general Macomb, late 
commanding general nf the army of the U. States, 
and that a joint committee be appointed to make ar- 
rangements for the attendance of both houses at the 
funeral this day. 

Mr. Clay moved a concurrence. He observed 
that he did this because the chairman of the milita- 
ry committee, [col. Preston] whose appropriate du- 
ty it would be to notice the event, was not now in 
his seat. Considering the great press of public bu- 
siness, he would himself prefer to have a recess un- 
til after the funeral; but if any senator preferred an 
adjournment he would not object. 

Messrs. Morehead and Pierce were appointed the 
committee on the part of the senate. 

On motion of Mr. Bates, the senate adjourned. 

June 29. The chair presented a communication 


trom the department of state, in relation to certain 
census retuins not yet received. 
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The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and laid on the tabte: R 

By Mr. Slurgeon, from citizens of Philadelphia, 
asking the enactment of a bankrupt law. . 

By Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, from citizens of New 
York city, in favor of a bankrupt law containing | 
the prospective principle, making it compulsory | 
and voluntary; and that it be made applicable to 
corporations as well as individuals. 

Also, frora citizens of Oneida county, New York, 
against the passage of a bankrupt law. , 

"The senate then resumed the consideration of 
the resolution submitted hy Mr. Buchanan, calling 
for the names ol the persons removed Irom office, | 
whea Mr. McRoberts rose and oceupied the senate 
until the hour of taking up the gpecial order. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, the senate then proceec- 
ed to the consideration ot the bill to incorporate the | 
subscribers to the fiscal bank of the United States. 

The bill was amended in several particulars, the | 
most of which were warmly debated by Messrs. | 
Clay, Huntington, Buchanaa, Wright, Woodbury, 
Walker, Bayard, Calhoun, Barrow, Simmons and 
others. 

At half past 3 o'clock its further consideration 
was postponed, and the senate went into executive 
session, and alter remaining some time therein ad- 
journed. 

June 30. The chair laid before the senate a mes- | 
sage Irom the president of the United States, cover: 
iug reports trom the secretary of state and of the | 
treasury, made in compliance with a resolution of 
the 14th instant, calling for any correspondence | 
in relation to the payment or assumption of state | 
debts. Ordered to lie on the table aud be printed. 

Mr. Tallmadge said be was requested by a most 
respectable and intelligent committee of the board | 
of trade of the city of New York to present a pe- | 
tition of from fifteen to twenty thonsand citizens of | 
that city, for the establishment of a national bank. 

[This memorial was placed in a roll exhibiting 
the appearance of a small keg, and marked, city of 
New York, and measured somewhere abont 250 
feet in length.] , 

The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and laid on the table: . 

By Mr. Henderson, from citizens of Mississippi, 
in tavor of.a general bankrupt law, 


| houa, Clay, of Alabama, Cutbbert, Fulton, Henderson, 


By Mr. Buchanan, froin citizens of Philadelphia, 
(mercbants and others), remonstrating against the 
passage ol'any bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Morehead, trom citizens of Kentucky, fo 
the enactment of a general bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Wright, trom citizens of N. York, against 
tbe passage of a bankrnpt law. 

The senate then took up the resolution submitted 
by Mr. Buchanan, calling for the names of all per- 
sons removed since the 4th of March last, pending 
to which is the amendment of Mr. Mangum, calling, 
in addition to thereto, for all the removals from the 
4th of March, 1829, to the 4th of March, 1841. 


r 


Mr. Pierce commenced his remarks, and spoke up | Henry Dodge, governor of Wiskonsan; Robert Lucas, 
without uy of Iowa; George W. Jones, surveyor general 


to the time for taking up the special order, 
having concluded. 

The senate then proceeded fo the discussion of 
the special order, being the bill to incorporate the 
subscribers to the fiscal bank of the United States. 

Mr. Henderson moved to amend the 10th section 
so as to exclude froin the purchase of stock all per- 
sons other than citizens of tbe United States or 
aliens resident therein, and to oblige all corpora- 
tions or companies to belong to the several states 
or territories. 

The amendment wasopposed by Mr. 
supported by Messrs. Henderson, Calhoun and Pres- 
ton. 

Mr. Mangum w 


Benton, and | b8 


as in favor of the amendment |? 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bayard, Beaton, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, 
of Kentucky, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, 
King, Linn, Mangum, Morehead, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Rives, Sevier, Simmans, Smith, al 
Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williama, Wood- 
bridge, Woodbury, Wright, Youag—33. 

NAYS— Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Choate, Clayton, 
Dixon, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, 
Phelps, Porter, Preston, Suiith, vf Indiana, Tallmadge, 
White—16. 

Mr. Henderson then moved further to amend the 
bill so as to give the privilege to one or more of the 
stockholders to examine and inspect all private and 
individual accounts, dealings and accommodations, 
at any of the offices of discount and deposite. 

On this motion a long and very animated debate 
arose, in which Messrs. Hendeison, Calhoun, Wal- 
ker, Clay, Benton, Merrick, Preston, Kerr and King 
participated. 

The question was taken on tbis amendment, and 
resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 


King, Lian, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pieice, 
Porter, Sevier, Smith, af Conn. Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Prentiss, Preston, Rives. Sim- 
mons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
Woodbridge—26. 

It was now late, and Mr. Rives having intimated 
his desire to offer some amendments to the bill, he 
moved that the senate adjourn; which motion pre- 
valing, the senate then adjourned. 

July V. The president pro tem. laid before the 
senate a communication from the treasury depart- 
ment in relation to a clerical error inadvertently 
wade in a former communication. 


The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and laid on the table: 

By Mr. Tallmadge, fram citizens of the city of 
New York, of Paiated Post, New York, and of | 
Southport, Wiskonsan territory, for a general bank- 
rupt law. 

By Mr. Walker, froto citizens of Camden, S. C. 
in tavor of a general bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Kerr, asking to withdraw the papers of; 
Stocktoa & Stokes [roin the files of the senate. 

Mr. Presion submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States he 
requested to cause to be communicated to the senate 
the progresa aad actual condition of the commission 
under the treaty with Mexico. 

Mr. Benton submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to communicate to the senate the reasons for 
removing the following persons from office, and the in- 
formation upon which the said reasons were founded, 
to wit: William Milbarne, surveyor general of Missou- 
ri and Tiliaois; Joshua Pilcher, superintendent of lodian 
affairs at St. Louis; James Relfe, marshal of Missouri; 


of Wiskonsan aud lowa. 

The resolntion at the request of Mr. B. was laid 
over until to-1noirow. 

'The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the resolution of Mr. Buchanan, calling lor inlor- 
mation as to persons removed from office since the 
41b March, 1841, when Mr. Pierce rose and address- 
ed the senate until the morning hour expired. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the bill to incorporate the subscribers to the fiscal 
nk of the United States. 

Mr. Rives rose and inoved to strike out from the 
16th fundamental role of the bill to incorporate the 
subscribers to the fiscal bank of the United States 


with some slight modification, and moved to amend | the following words: 


the amendment by striking out “alien residents,” 
and on that he asked the yeas and neys. 

Mr. Henderson was understood to say that he felt 
bound to accept the amendment as a modification; | 
and the call for the yeas and oays was withdrawn. | 

Mr. Walker spoke with inneh warmth, aad 
what at large, on the principles of the bill in general, 
and insisted that such a bank would be attended 
with the worst possible results to the country. 

Mr. Smith, of ladiana, spoke for some time in re- 
ply to various remarks that had fallen from senators | 
on the other side. | 

Messrs. Allen, Huntington and Woodbury also | 
spoke ou the amendment. 

Mr. Morchead here moved to reinstate the original | 
amendment of Mr. Henderson to include “resident 
aliens" in the privilege, and on this he asked the 
yeas and uays. 

The question was taken, and resulted as follows: 
yeas 24, nays 25. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Henderson, and resulted as follows: 


some- | not being contrary to law or to (his chnrter. 


“And the said direetars may also establish compe- 
tent offices of discount and deposite in any state, terri- 
tory or distriet of the United States, aad shall have 
power to commit the management of the said offices 
and the business thereof, respectively, to such persons, 
and under such regnlations as they may deem proper, 
Or, iu- 
stead of establishing such offices, it shall be lawful for 
the directors of the said corporation fram time to time 


commit the managemeat of the said offices and the bu- 
siaess thereof respectively, to such persons, and under 
such regn'atioas, as they shall deem proper, not bein 
coatrary to Jaw or constitution of the bank; or, instea 
of establishing such offices, it shall be lawful for the 
directors of the said corporation from time to time to 
employ any individual, ageat, or any other bank or 
banks, to be approved by the secretary of the treasury, 
at any place or places that they may deem safe and pra- 
per, to manage aad transact the business proposed as 
aforesaid other thaa for the purposes of discount, and 
to perforin the duties hereinafter required of said cor- 
poration, to be managed and transacted by such offi- 
cers under such agreements and subject to such regu- 
lations as they shall deem just and proper.” 

Mr. Rives addressed the senate at length in advo- 
cacy of his amendment. 

Mr. Olay, of Ky. replied in opposition. 

Mr. Preston concurred in the amendment of the 
Virginia senator, aad stated his views briefly. 

On motion of Mr. Wright the senate adjourned. 

July 2. The president laid before the senate a 
message from the president ol the United States con- 
tainiag correspondence between himself and Mrs. 
Harrison, (for which see house report of yesterday ). 

On motion of Mr. Alien, the message and corres- 
poadeace was laid on the table, aud ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Tallmadge presented memorials from various 
citizens of New York, and also of Westchester 
county, and of Salina, praying forthe passage ofa 
general baakrnptlaw; which were laid on the table. 

Mr. Allen presented the memorial of citizens of 
Ohio, remonstratiag against the distribntioa of the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands, against a 
national bank, &c. &c.; which was laid on the table. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Pres- 
ton, calling for the progress and actual condition of 
the commission nnder the treaty with Mexico, was 
taken up and adopted. 

The senate then took up the resolution calling for 
the names of persous removed since the 4th March 
last; when Mr. Pierce rose and occupied the morn- 
ing hour, in snpport of the resolntion. 

Mr. Linn annonaced his intention to offer some 
remarks on the subject to-morrow. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the bill to incorporate the subscribers to the fiscal 
bank of the United States; the amendment of Mr. 
Rives still peading, Mr. Choate rose in support of 
the amendment. 

Mr. Simmons followed in opposition lo the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Archer addressed the senate against the 
amendment, 

Mr. Rives replied at some length. 

Mr. Merrick moved to go into the cansideration 
ol executive business; but, on motion of Mr. Sevier 
the senate adjonrned. 


July 3. The president laid before the senate, in 
compliance with a resolution of that body, a com- 
munication showing the state ol negotiations with 
the German Customs Union, relating to the redne- 
tion of the duties on tobacco. Laid on the table, 
and ordered ta be printed. 

Mr. Woodbury presented resolutions of the le- 
gislature of the state of New Hampshire, against a 
national bank, against an increase ol the tariff, aud 


| against the distribution of the proceeds of the pub- 


lic fauds. 

Mr. IF ighl presented the momorial of citizens 
of Otsego county, New York, earnestly praying tlie 
enactmeat of a general bankrnpt law. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a meinoiial from the 
Philadelpliia chamber of commerce iu relation to an 
appropriation for keeping up the light on the Dela- 
ware breakwater. 

Mr. Linn presented a memorial from citizens of 
Missonri in relation to the trade of the west with 
the Mexican provinces. 

Mr. Linn went into a full history of the advan- 
tages to be derived from this trade in a national 
joint of view, in enabling us to exercise a control- 
ling influence over the [udians of that regian. Mr. 
L. did not finish when the inorniag honr expired. 

Mr. Bayard moved that a select committee of five 
be appointed to take into consideration the 47th 
nile of the senate, or so much thereof as related to 


fie employ nay agent or agents, or any other baak or 
| banks, to be approved by the secretary of the treasury, 


lof the said corporation, to be man 


at aay place or places that the said directors may deem 
safe ond proper, to manage and traasact the husiness 
proposed as aforesaid, otber than for the purposes of 
discount, nnd to perform the duties hereinafter required 
i aged and transacted 
hy such officers, under such agreements and subject 


| to such regulations as they shall deer just and proper.” 


Aad to insert ia lieu thereot the following words: 

“That the said corpnration shall establish a compe- 
tent office of disconat and deposite in any state, by the 
assent of the legislature of such state, whenever the 
directors may thiak tit soto dos ond when established, 
the office ahall not be withdrawn withont tlie assent of 
congress; and the said corporation shall have power to 


reporters; which was agreed to. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the bill to incorporate the subscribers to the fiscal 
bank ol the United States; the amendment of Mr. 
Rives still pending. 

Mr. Bayard rose and addressea the senate at 
some length, generally in favor of the priaciples of 
the amendment of Mr. Rives, and concluded by ot- 
fering as a substitute the following: 

“Strike out all alter the word 'corporation' and 
iosert ‘may establish agencies, to consist of three 
or more persans, or to employ any bank ar banks, 
at any places they may deem proper, to perform 
the duties hereinafter required of the said corpora- 
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tion as the fiscal agent of the government, and to 
manage and transact the business of the said cor- 
poration other than the ordinary business of diseount- 
ing the promissory notes. That is to say, the said 
corporation shall have the right at such ageneies 
to receive deposites, to deal or trade in bills of ex- 
change, gold or silver coin, or bullion, or goods or 
lands purchased on execution, or taken bona fide in 
payment of debts or goods which shall be the pro- 
ceeds of its lands, and to circulate its notes. And, 
moreover, it shall be lawlul for the said board of di- 
reetors to convert such agencies into offices ol dis- 


countand deposite unless the legislature of any parti- 
cular state in which such agency shall be established | 
shall at its next session, after such agency is estab- | 
lished, express its dissent thereto?” | 

Mr. Phelps spoke for some time in favor of the | 
amendment of Mr. Rives—when Mr. Huntington | 
followed, advocating with much zeal the bill as uri- 
ginally reported troin the select committee. 

Several senators here rose to address the senate; 
when Mr. Smith, ot Ind. having obtained the floor, 
moved to go into executive session. — 

Mr. Clay seconded the motion, observing that the 
public business might suffer if the motion before us 
was not attended to. 

'The senate went into executive session, and, af- 
ter some time spent therein, adjourned to Tuesday 
next. 

July 6. Memorials and petitions were presented 
and laid on the table, 

Mr. Mangum, from the committee on naval af- 
fairs, to which had been referred the correspondence 
in relation to the return of the United States squa- 
dron from the Mediterranean, asked to be discharg- 
ed trom the further consideration of the same. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. Mangum, King 
and Preston, the report was adopted, and the com- 
mittee discharged accordingly. : 

Mr. Lina moved to take up a resolution submit- 
ted by him on Saturday last in relatiou to a change 
ol the hour of ineeting of the senate, troia IO io 11 
A. M. 

The resolution was opposed by Messrs. Clay, 
Walker and King, and advocated by Messrs. Linn, 
Preston and Calhoun. The question on the resolu- 
tion was then taken by yeas and nays, and decided 
as follows: yeas 13, nays 31. ; . 

The senate then proeeeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the bill to incorporate the 
subscribers to the fiscal bank of the United States; 
the amendtoent of Mr. Bayard to the amendment of 
Mr. Rives pending. 

Mr. Berrien rose and addressed the senate at very 
considerable length in favor of the bill as originally 
reported from the committee, and against the amen d- 
ment of Mr. Rives. 

Mr. Merrick followed, speaking for upwards of an 
hour in favor of the amendinent, on the ground of 
expediency, but maintaining the constitutional pow- 
er of congress. : X 

Mr. Botes also went at large into the merits of 
the subject, maintaining the power of congress to 
be as lully established as that of creating light 
houses for the preservation o( property, but thought 
on the whole, as a matter of expediency, it waa bet- 
ter to sustain the amendment of the senator of Vir- 

inia. 
s When Mr. Botes closed bis remarks, the question 
was taken on the amendment offered by Mr. Bayard, 
and decided in the negative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bayard, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Morehead. Prentiss, Southard, White—9. 

NA YS—Meests. Ailen, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Ber- 
rien, Buchanan, Calboun, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Fulton, Huntington, Kerr, 
King, Linn, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Mouton, Ni- 
cholson, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith, 
of Connecteut, Smith, of Indiana, Stugeon, Tall- 
madge, Walker, Williams, Woodbridge, Woodbury, 


| ex-members of congress, and others. e 


right, Young—36. 

SS Prentiss spoke in favor of Mr. Rives’ amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Dixon made a few remarks against it. 

Mr. Waite gave his reasons at some length for 
the vote he was about to give, He sustained with 
much zeal the original bill, as reported from the | 
committee. 

Mr. Walker, though opposed to all’ banks, sus- 
tained the amendment of Mr. Rives on the graund 
of state rights. He said, if that bill became the law 
of the land, we should have the war of nullification 
renewed before twelve months went over their heads; 
and asked if there was any thing so flattering in the 
recollection of that history that gentlemen would 
like to see it again revived. 

After Mr. Walker coneluded his remarks, the 
question was taken on the amendinent of Mr. Rives, 
and decided in the negative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Choate, Merrick, 
Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Walker, Williams— 
10, 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Ken-! 
tucky, Clayton, Cuthbert, Dixon, Evans, Fulton, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, King, Linn, Me- 
Roberts, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Mouton, Noehol- 
son, Porter, Sevier, Simmons, Smith, of Connecticut, | 
Smith, of Indiana, Sonthard, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, | 
White, Woodbridge, Woodbury, Wright, Young—3s. | 

Mr. Huntington then sai there was a trivial, 
amendment which he would like to offer to the 9th į 
section, viz: to strike out the words *'seven mil- 
lions," and insert “six million five hundred thousand 
dollars." Mr. H. explained the object. 

Mr. Clay said the amendinent was perfectly pro- 
per, and he hoped wonld prevail. 

The amendment was adopted, and the senate then 
adjourned. 


July 7. The president laid before the senate a 
communication trom the treasury department in re- 
lation to the standard of weights and measures, and 
announcing the completion of the ounce weight. 

Also, from the navy department, in complianee 
with a resolntion, showing the number of old-fa- 
shioned muskets and pistols on hand. 

Memorials and petitions were presented and ap- 
propriately referred. 

The resolution of Mr. Buchanan calling for the 
names of persons removed fiom office since the 4th 
of March last being taken up—Mr. Linn rose and 
occupied the morning hourin favor of the resolu- 
tion, asserting that the present administration was 
one of the most proscriplive charaeter. 

The senate then proeeeded to the discussion of 
the special order, being the bill to incorporate the 
subscribers to the fiscal bank of the United States. 

Mr. Buchanan rose and addressed the senate at 
great length against the general, principles of the 
bill, and concluded by moving to strike out the Dis- 
trict of Columbia as the location. 

Mr. Clay would inquire of the senator from Penn- 
sylvania if he had any particular location in view? 

Mr. Buchanan said, it he suceeeded in the motion 
to strike ont, that of filling up would be for after 
consideration. 

Mr. Benton expressed his intention ta go for the 
motion to strike out. If the bank were located 
here, it would be managed by used-up polilicions, 


Mr. Wright would move to strike out, to relieve 
the bill from all difficulties, 

Mr. Walker thought the bank of the committee 
bad enough, but, bad as that was, the notion of the 
senator from Pennsylvania would make it infinitely 
worse, as then it would go to New York, where it 
would become the Bank of England in New York, 
managed by sto¢k-brokers and jobbers; and, bad as 
politicians were, they were infinitely worse, 

Mr. Woodbury said, if the bank were to be a mere 
fiscal machine, it should be loeated at the seat of 
government; but if it were to became a commer- 
eial agent, then it should be located in some com- 
mercial mart. . 

Mr. Calhoun thought the location in this District 
a mere sham. He would vote for the motioun to| 
strike out, and then he would endeavor to have fair 
play, by giving the south her share. He thought 
New Orleans would be the best location. He would | 
like to have it as far off as possible trom the infu- 
ence of the national legislature. 

Mr. Allen spoke for some tiine against the esta 
blishment of any bank, and said if that went into 
operation there never would be an independent ma- 
jority nn that floor. 

Mr. Benton contended that New Orleans was the 
place, above all others, for the location. If there 
was to be a bank, it should be where the exports | 
were greatest, and where the exchanges between the 
north and south would be better equalized. 

Mr. Colhoun said il there was to be a bank, it 
should be south of Mason and Dixon's line. Tie | 
exports from Alabama and Mississippi were equal 
to one-half of the products of the whole U. States. 

'The question was then taken on the motion to 
strike ont, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

Y EAS— Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan,Calhoon, 
Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, King, Lino, MeRoherts, 
Mouton, Nieholson, Preree. Sevier, Smith, of Conn. 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, | 
Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentneky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham. Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
gum, Morrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tise, Preston, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmage, Walker, White, Woodbridge—29, 

Mr. Calhoun then moved to strike out and insert 
New Orleans. 

On this motion a debate ensued, of some length, 
iu Messrs. Calhoun, Benton, Walker, Clay, of Ala. 
Tappar, Buchanan, Wi ightand others partieipated. 


i 


The question having been taken, it was decided 
in the negative, as follows: 


Y EAS— Messrs, Benton, Buehanan, Calhoun, Clav, 
ot Ala. Fulton, King, Linn. MeRoberts, Mouton. Ni- 
cholson, Pierce, Sevier, Sturgeon, Walker, Woudhu- 
ry, Young—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Areher, Barrow, Rates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton. Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter. Preunss, 
Preston, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, While, Williams, Woodbridge—29. 

Mr. Wright then ofiered voluminous amendments, 
whieh were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. [Volker also offered atnendments, which were 
likewise ordered to be printed, 

And the senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

[The seleet committees appointed under the re- 
solutions adopted Thursday I7th, consist of the fol- 
lowing members: 

Coiminittee of retrenchment in the several de- 
partments of the public service at tbe seat of go- 
vernment, &e.—Messrs. Thomas W. Gilmer, J.F. 
Randolph, John Maynard, Wm. W. Irwin and R. 
D. Davis. 

Committee on stationery, &e.— Messrs, Sum- 
mers, A S Foster, White, of Indiana, Briggs, and 
Johnson, of Tennessee]. i 

Friday, June 18. The journal of yesterday waa 
read, (except so maich thereof as included the pre- 
amble and resolutions of Mr. Watterson in relation 
lo removals from offiee, the reading of which, on 
motion ot Mr. J. C. Clark, was dispensed with). 

Mr. Morgan desired to inquire of the speaker 
whether it was in order to put on the journal the 
preamble and resolutions nf the gentleman from 
Tennessee, (Mr. Watterson). The speaker said it 
was. 

Mr. Morgan desired to know whether it was in 
order to move to strike out that portion, so that it 
should not appear on the journal. The speaker 
said it was not in order. 

The journal was then approved, 

_ Mr. Adams rose to know if there were any stand- 
ing committees af (his house. He did not consider 
himsel( as belonging to any committee since the re- 
consideration of the rules, and he would move that 
the speaker he now authorised to appoint the staud- 
ing committees; and he would beg the speaker not 
to appoiat hün at the head of any committee. And 
if the house shonld decide that the committees are 
in existence, he should request that he be excused 
from serving on the committee on Indian affairs. 

And the house exeused him. 

The eommiltee on the rules reported in part that 
an additiun to the 12th rnle be made, preventing 
any motion from being offered for the suspension of 
the rules, and (hat no resolution shall be offered out 
of the regular order. 

Mr. Weller objected to this report of the com- 
mittee, as they appeared to be a standing committee 


| with a right to report whenever a rule should be 


found necessary to control the minority. Mr. W. 
moved to lay the motion of the committee on the 
table. Lost. 

Mr. Clifford inquired of the chairman when tha 
committee would be able to reportin tul. He had 
always ennceived that the rules were for the pre- 
tection of the minority, If this course is to be pur- 
sued, the minority are under an arbitrary control 
that may be carted to any extent, even to forcing 
the previous question in eommittee of the whole. 
. Mr. Randall said (hat it was the will of the ma- 
jority who had come here, todo business, and it ap- 
peared that the minority had come here to prevent 
action, and to falk; he would therefore move the 
previons question. 

Alter same remarks by Messrs. Turney, Under- 
wood and Alherton, Mr. J. G. Floyd asked if the 
speaker had decited that the resolution ot the com- 
mittee could be adopted this day withont a majority 
ol two-thirds The spieuker said he had. i 

Mr. J. G. Floyd then took an appeal from the 
decision of the chair, and asked for the yeas aud 
nays, whieh were ordered, and the chair was sus- 


| tained 123 yeas, 70 nays. 


The previous question was then put and carried 
in the affirmative. 

The question theu recurred on the main question, 
and the yeas and nays were demanded. And tlie 
BE of the committee was adopted, yeas 124, nays 
80. 

On motion of Mr..4dams, the house went into 
coinmittee of the whole, Mr. Tuliiferro, in the 
ehair, and took up the bill for the relief of. Mrs. 
Harrison, widow ofthe late president of the United 
States. 

Mr. Adams explained that gen. Harrison had not 
drawn one cent of his salary as president, though it 
was usual to draw it monthly. 
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Messrs. Gilmer, Payne and Underwood, opposed 
the passage of the bill, declaring they could not 
vote lor 1t, and Messrs. Pope, Bidlack, Sergeant, 
Summers, W. C. Johnson and Lwin, expressed 
themselves warmly in favor of the bill. 

Mr. Young, of Ñ. Y. moved to fill the blank with 
$50,000, 

The debate was tben renewed, in which a num- 
ber of members participated, aml continued lor 
some time with mueh warrath, a parl of which time 
great contusion and noise pervaded every part of 
the hall. 

Atter which, (Mr. Young having withdrawn his 
proposition to insert $50,000), the question was 
taken on the next. highest amount, and the blank 
was ordered to be filled with $25,000, 

And the committee rose and reparted the bill to 
the house. 

And the question being on concurring with the 
committee in the amount ol the approptiation—Mr. 
Fiilinore moved the previous question, which was 
seconded, and the main question was ordered to be 
taken. 

And the question reeurring on the inain question 
(i. e. on conenrring with the committee in the ap- 
propriation of $25,000). 

The yeasand nays were asked and ordered, and, 
being taken Were: yeas 119, nays 70. So the house 
concurred with the committee. 

And the qnestion then being on orderinz the bill 


to be engrossed tor a third reading—Mr. Williams, | 


ot Maryland, moved its recommitment with in- 
structions to strike out $25,000, and insert one- 
quarter’s salary. 

Mr. 
there was asecond. And (aller some conversa- 
tion) the main question was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. Weller asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, 

And the main question, “shall this bill pass?” 


was taken by yeas and nays, and decided in the al- | 


firmative as follows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. An- 
drews, S. J. Andrews, Arnold, Ayerizg, Babcock, 
Baker, Barton, Burdseye, Blair, Boardman, Boruen, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, M. Brown, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, Wilham Butler, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell, Thos. J- Campbell, Caruthers, Chittenden, 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranstun, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, 
John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L. 
Foster, Gamble, Gates, Geutry, Geddings, Goggin, 
P. G. Goode, Graham, Greig, Hall, Win. 5. Hastings, 
Henry, Holmes, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Ingersoll, 
James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, 1saae D. Jones, 
John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, Mal- 
lory, Thoinas F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiott, 
Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, 
Morgan, Morns, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, 
Pendleton, Pope, Profit, Ramsey, Benj. Randall, 
Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Smith, 
Sollers, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Smart, Summers, 
'T'altaterro, J. Thompson, Tillinghast, ‘Toland, 
Tombuson, ‘Triplett, 'Trauibull, Wallace, Ward, War- 
ren, Westbrook, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, 
‘hos. W. Willams, Lewis Willams, Christopher. H. 
Williams, Joseph L- Wilhams, 
Augustus Young, John. Young—i22. 

NAYS—Messts. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Bec- 
son, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, Charles brown, 
Burke, William O. Butler, G. W. Caldwell, Patrick 
C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, 
Clinton, Coles, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doig, 
Eastman, John C Edwards, Egbert, John G. Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Gerry, William. ©. Goode, Gordon, 
Gusuue, Harris, Hays, IIopkins, llouck, Hubbard, 
Hunter, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Kein, An- 
drew Kennedy, Lowell, A. McClellan, R. McClellan, 
McKay, Marchand, A. Marshall, J. T. Mason, Ma- 
thews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Payne, Pickens, 
Plumer, Reding, Rogers, Saunders, Shaw, Snyder, 
Steenrod, Parney, Underwood, Watterson, Weller, J. 
W. Williams—66. 

So the bill was passed. 

And, at half past 8 o'c 

Saturday, June 19. 
becn intimated to him that a motion might be sub- 


luck the house adjourned. 


mitted to reconsider the vote of yesterday by which | 


the bill for the relief of the family of the late pre- 
sident ol the United States, general William Henry 
Harrison, had been passed. Time enough, he 
thonght, had been spent in the discussion ot that 
snbject already. lle, (Mr. C.) woull move, there- 
fore, to reconsider the vote, and on that mation de- 
inanded the previous question. And there was a 
second, , 

And the main question, (being on the reconside- 
ration), was ordered to be taken; and, being taken, 
was decided in the negative, without a division. 
So the vote was not reconsidered, 

Petitions were in order. 

On a tormer day, a memorial had heen presented 
by Mr. Fornance, of Pennsylvania, from citizens of 
that state, which is in the lollowing words: 


Fillmore moved the previous question, and | 


Winthrop, Yorke, | 


Mr. J. € Clark said it had | 


“To the senate and house of representatives of the 
Uniteed States of America in congress assembled: 
“We the undersigned, citizes of the commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, respectfully ask the attention of 
your honorable bodies to the expediency of revising 
and inereasing the tariff. We have reason to be- 
lieve that the present tariff is unequal in its opera- 
tion, affording greater protection to some branches 
of manufacture than M does to others, and that 
while the necessaries of lile are taxed, various ar- 
ticles of luxury are imported alinost free from duty. 
We have also great reason to fear that the present 
congress iutends to establish a national bank.— 
Should this be done, we are compelled to solicit a 
protective tariff. We hold that a bank and a tarit 
must go together, and that, il a bank be established, 
northern labor must be protected Irom foreign com- 
petition, We therefore pray your honorable bodies 
to take the inatter into your serious consideration, 
and, as in duty bound, will pray," &c. 

This petition, giving rise to debate, had been 
oidered, under the rule, to lie over, and now came 
up in its order. 

There were four motions pending: 

First. The motion of Mr. Fornance, to refer the 
petition tothe committee on manulactures, with in- 
struetions to report a. bill increasing the duties on 
imports. 

Secondly. The motion ol Mr. Holmes to refer it 

to the committee on commerce. 
| Thirdly. The motion of Mr. Alherton to refer it 
to the committee of ways and means. 

And lourthly. The motion of Mr. Lewis Wil- 
liams to amend the instructians by instructing the 
committee to “inquire into the expediency” of re- 
porting sucb a bill, 

And the question being on the amendment of Mr. 
Williams; Mr. Fornance said that all he asked in 
presenting this petition was an expression of the 
sense of the house at as early a period as was pos- 
sible at this session. 

Mr. Fornance proceeded lo give his views on the 
subjects of a tariff, distribution of the proceeds nf 
the publie lands and a. hank, during which he was 
repeatedly called to order for irrelevancy to the 
subject, When he had concluded Mr. L. Williams 
moved to lay the petition on the table. 

Mr. Fornance asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and the petition laid on the table; 
yeas 130, nays 66. 

Mr. Morgan inquired of the speaker if there was 
not another memorial of a similar character on the 
table whieh would now come np in its ordei? 

The speaker replied that there was. 1t had been 
laid over on a former day, objection having been 
iade to it. 

This was a petition, heretofore presented by Mr. 
Kennedy, of Maryland, from citizens of Baltimore, 
praying lor a reduction of duties on foreign tobacco, 
‘and for the increase of duties on Spanish segars. 

Mr. Morgan moved to lay tbe petition on the ta- 
ble; which was carried. 

The speoker called for petitions and memorials in 
the reverse order nf the states and teiritories, and 
a number of petitions were presented and appro- 
priately disposed of. 

Mr. Fillmore, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill making appropriations for the 
present session of congress, which was read twice, 
and, on motion of Mr. F. was referred to the coin- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the unian, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Adams offered the following: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to cause to be communicated to this house 
the aggregate amount of each description of persons, 
within the several districts of the United States, by 
counties and principal towns, prepared from the general 
returns of the census at the department of state. 

Mr. 0M 'inthorp, otfered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce consider 
the expediency of providing, either by a seleet com- 
| mitte of congress, sitting in the recess, or by a special 
eonnnission appointed by the secretary of the treasury, 
for taking evidence at the principal ports of entry and 
elsewhere, as to the operation of the existing system 
and rates of duty on imports, upon the manutacturing, 
commercial and agricultural interests of the country. 

Mr. Barnard ottered resolutions, relerring to the 
appropriate committees the various parts of the pre- 
| sident's inessage; which, after some consideration, 
were adopted, 

Mr. Wood, of New York, offered the following 
resolution; which lies over one day, under the rule: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States he 
requested to commuicate to this house, so fur as the 
publie interest will permit, the corres pondence if any, 
between the government of the Unned States and that 
ut Great Britain, relating to the American eilizens now 
British prisoners of state at Van Diemun's Land. 

Mr. R D. Davis ottered the tollowing resolution; 
whieh was ordered to he over one day under the 
rule: 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to communieate to this house, (if in his o i- 
nion the same can be done consistently with the public 
interests), such authentic information as may be in his 
possession in relation to the seizure of Ameriean ves- 
sels by British armed eruizers, under the pretence that 
such vessels were engaged, or intended tu engage, in 
the slave trade, together with any steps which may 
have heen taken by our governnient or its minister 
npon that subjeet. 

Mr. Hunt, of New York, offered the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the select committee on the curreney 
be directed to inquire into the expedieney of establish- 
ing a national bank on the following plan: 

Objections were made, and the reading of the 
plan accompanying the resolution was called for, 
and objected to. 

Mr. Gilmer moved to lay the resolution, &c. on 
the table. Mr. Hunt called the yeas and nays. Mr. 
Moliory suggested to Mr. Gilmer to amend the mo- 
tion to lay on the table, by adding, ‘aud that it be 
printed.” 

Mr. Calvary Morris moved that the house adjourn, 
which motion prevailing, the house adjourned until 
Monday morning at 10 o'elock. 

Monday, June 21. Pursuant to its order of a for- 
mer day, the house met this morning at ten o'clock, 
The journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

Mr. Pickens introduced Mr. David Levy, dele- 
he from Florida, for the purpose that he be quali- 

ed. 

Mr. Morgan objected to his qualification. He 
had memorials from citizens from Florida, stating 
that Mr. Lery was a foreigner, and protesting 
against his taking his seat. 

He wished to know what his title was to the seat. 

The chair said he would look at his papers.— 
This being done, Mr. Levy was qualified and took 
his seat. 

Messrs. Lewis and Shields, representatives elect 
from Alabama, appeared, were qualified aud took 
their seats. 

Mr. Fillmore said he was instructed by the com- 
mittee of ways and means to move a reference to 
that committee of the bill from the senate to repeal 
the sub-treasury act. 

The chair said it could ouly be taken up by ge- 
neral consent, 

No one objecting, the bill was twice read, aud 

Mr. Fillmore moved its reference to the commit- 
tee of ways and means. 

Mr. Dawson moved that it be referred fo the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Samson Mason moved the reterence of the 
bill to the select committee on the currency. 

Mr. Dawson withdrew his motion to reter it to 
the committee of the whole house. 

Mr. Adams said it appeared to him, fhat it be- 
longed properly to either or both of the committees. 
He hoped it would be referred to some committee. 
He should vote for its reference to the committee of 
ways and means. He had the honor of being a 
member of the select cominittee, and for bis own 
part preferred its reference to the ather committee. 

What he proposed was, to move that the bill be | 
printed. The members of this house did not know 
what the bil! was—it had not been printed, and to 
whatever committee it was referred, he moved its | 
printing. | 

The first motion was ifs reference to the commit- 
tee of ways and means. On this the yeas and nays 
were called, but not ordered. 

The qnestion was then taken by a division of the 


| 
i 
| 


house, and the bill referred to the commitee of ways 
and means: affirmative 109, negative 77. 

The motion to print, was carried. 

The states were then called in order for petitions; 
several were presented. 

On motion of Mr. Morgan, the papers relating to 
the Florida election case, were relerred to the com- 
mittee of elections. 

Resolutions were then in order. 

The motion pending was, to lay on the table the 
resolution offered by Mr. Huni on Saturday, di- | 
recting “the select committee on the currency to | 
inquire into the expediency of establishing a na- | 
tional bank, on the following plan;" | 

The question being on the motion to lay the re- | 
solution on the table, | 

Mr. Hunt called the yeas and nays; which were | 
ordered, The motion to lay ou the table was ne- | 
gatived; yeas 69, nays 77. i 

The motion to print, now pending, Mr. Kennedy, | 
of Ia, asked for the reading of the plan; and il was 
real. 

The motion for its printing was then taken by 
yeas and nays and negatived—yeas 74, nays 90. 

Thus the house retused its printing. 

The resolution itself was then adopted. 

The resolution of Mr. Davis, of New York, of-| 
lered on Saturday, calling on the president for in-) 


| 
| 
i 
| 
] 
i 
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formation relative to the seizure of American ves- 
sels by British armed eruizers, &c. was taken up. 

Mr. dams moved the followmg amendment: 

“And also, copies of all correspondence between 
ihe government of the United States and of Great 
Britain since the 3d Maich, 1837, relating to the 
foreign slave trade, not communicated with the 
message of the president of the 2d of March last; 
and all those parts of despatches from Nicholas P. 
Tiist, consul of the United States at the Havana, to 
the department of state, not contained in the said 
message of the 3d March last." 

Atter remarks by Messrs, Dawson, Adams and 
Gilmer, the amendment and the resolution were 
adopted. 

The resolution of Mr. Wood ealling 
tion relative to the American citizens, now priso- 
ners of state at Van Dieman’s Land, was adopted. 

Mr. Randolph, of N. J , offered a resolution, that 
ten thousand extra copies of the report of the se- 
cretary of the treasury on the finances be printed. 
This, as giving rise to debate, lies over nne day. 

Mr. Wise moved to take up the resolution pre- 


for informa- 


fiscal ageut recoinmended in his report of the 3d 
inst. 

This, after an interesting debate, by Messrs. Mor- 
gan, Wise, S. Mason, G. Davis, Underwood, Adams, 
Fessenden, Wm. C. Johnson and Sergeant, was 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, the house now re- 
solved itself intu a committee of the whole on tlie 
state of the union, (Mr. Tillinghast in the chair), 
and took np the bill making appropriations for the 
present session of cougress. Which, alter a short 
debate, was passed in committee. It was then 
read a third time and passed in tlie house. 

Its appropriations are as follows: 

For the pay and mileage of the members 
of the senate, 

For pay of the chaplain of the senate, 

For printing, stationery and contingent 
expenses of the senate, 

For pay and mileage of inembers of the 
house and chaplain 

For printing, stationery and contingent 
expenses of the house, 

For supply of stationery of second ses- 
sion of twenty-seventh congress, 


256,600 
30,836 
15,000 


Total amount, $397,666 

Providing that no part of the sums appropriated 
for the contingent expeuses of either house be ap- 
plied to any other than the ordinary expeuditures, 
nor as extra allowance to any clerk, messenger or 
attendant of either house. 

The speaker laid before the honse a communica- 
tion containing estimates for additional appropria- 
tions for the department of war. 

The following resolutions were offered, which, 
under the rule, lie over one day. 

By Mr. McKay—a resolution directing ‘the se- 
cretary of the treasury to report to this house a list 
of the several appropriates which he states, in his 
report of the 2d June, were unexpended and ont- 


stauding on the 4th March, referring to the acts hy | 


which they were passed, and designating those 
which will be required for the service of the cur- 
rent year; and also those required between the Ist 
June aud 31st August next. 

“Also, the amount ot money drawu from the 
treasury between the 4th March and 31st May of 
the present year, both inclusive; the amount ac- 
counted for by disbursing agents within this period, 
so as to exhibit, as near as possible, the amount of ex- 
penditures between the days above mentioned, and 
showing the amount in the hands af disbursing 
agents, and unaccounted for on the Ist June.” 

By Mr. Campbetl, of South Carolina, a resolution 
directing the commiltee of ways and means to in- 
quire into the expediency of an amendment to the 
sub-treasury act, authorising all debts accruing to 
the United States, to be collected in the legal cur- 
rency of the U. S. orin treasury notes, or current 
bank notes of specie paying banks; and also repeal- 
ingso much of the suo-treasury act as makes it ob- 
ligatory, after a certain period, on the officers and 
agents of the United States, or the general post ot- 
fice, to make all. payments in gold or silver coin 
only. 

By Mr. King, of Georgia, a resolution that the 
surveys of. Doboy and Sarpeto iulets in Georgia, 
with the report on the same, by lieut.Glynn, U.S 
navy, 1840, be published under the direction ot the 
navy department. 

By Mr. Meriwether, of Georgia, a resolution call 
ing ou the seceretary of the treasury to report to 
this house whether any bank or banks have been 
used in the disbursement of the public money since 


viously offered by him, requesting the secretary of 
the treasury to lay betore the house the plan ot the 


26,189 | provide for the collection, safe keeping transfer and dis- 


| 


| 


| the bill, Mr. Fillmore withdrew bis motion to refer 


the passage of the sub-treasury act; and if so, what 
bauks have been employed; on what terms, &c. 

The house adjourned at 3 o'clock. 

Tuesday, June 22. The journal of yesterday was 
read and approved. 

Petitions and memorials were presented. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Randolph 
for printing ten thonsand copies of the report of the | 
secretary of the treasury on the finances, coming | 
up in order, Mr. R. moved the previons question on | 
its adoption, the deinand was sustained, and the 
question taken by yeas and nays, and decided in 
the affirmative, yeas 100, uays 79. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. McKay, 
was adopted. 


The resolution offered yeslerday by Mr. King: 
respecting the surveys of Doboy and Sarpeto inlets» 
in Georgia, were taken up and after discussion was 
referred to the committee on naval affairs. 

Mr. IV. C. Johnson, trom the committee on the 
public lands, by noaniraous consent, reported a bill 
to appropriate for a limited time the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands of the United States, 
and for granting land to certain states; which hav- 
ing been read twice by its title, was referred to the | 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The following resolution, presented yesterday by 
Mr. Campbell, of S. C. came up in its order: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amend- 
ing the act entitled tan act to provide for the collection, 
sale keeping, transfer and disbursement of the public 
revenue,” approved July 4, 1540, as to authorise all | 
dunes, taxes, debts or sums of money, accruing and be- 
coming payable to the United States. to be collected 
and paid in the legal currency of the United States, or 
in treasury notes, or in current bank notes of specie | 
paying banks, payable and paid on demand in the said 
legal currency of the United States: and also of pro- 
viding by law for settlements with the banks, respec- | 


$68,541 | tively, for such balances of their notes as may remain 
500 | on hand at the expiration of certain periods: and al 


so | 


of repealing so much of the said act entitled “an act to | 


bursement of the public revenue," as makes it obligato- 
ry, after a certain period, upon officers or agents en- 
gaged in making disbursements on account of the U. 
States, or of the general post office, to make all pay- 
ments in gold and silver coin only. 

After some remaiks fram Messrs. Fessenden and | 
Pickens, Mr. Pope, of Kentucky, moved to lay the 
resolution on the table which was agreed to. 

Mr. Pope then moved to reconsider the act of the 
house yesterday, by which it had referred the bill 
for the repeal of the sub-treasury to the committee 
of ways and means, with a view to having it refer- 
red to the select committee on tbe currency. 

This motion gave rise to a lengthy discussion, 
which was brought toa close by Mr. Clark, of N. 
Y. demanding the previous question, tellers were 
called for on secouding the deroand for the previous 
question, and Messrs. Atherton aud Broadman were 
appointed, and the question being taken, there ap- 
peared ayes 94, noes 86. So there was a second. 

Mr. IVood, of N. Y, asked the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main question, and being taken, were 
yeas 114, nays 56. So the main question was or- 
dered to be taken. 

Mr. Alherton asked the yeas and nays on the 
main question, (being on the motion to recausider), 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were as fol- 
lows: yeas 118, nays 90. 

And the question recurring on the referrence of 


] 


to the cmnmittee of ways and means. 

Mr. Pope moved to refer to the select committee 
on the currency. 

Mr. Pickens inoved to reler tn the committee of 
the whole on the state of the union. 

Some remarks were then made by Messrs. Fick- 
ens, Sollers and Cushing, when Mr. Mason, of Ohio, 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. Floyd, of N. Y. ienewed his motion to refer 
the bill to the commitlee of ways and means. 

The question was then taken, first, on the motion 
to refer the bill to the committee of the whole on 
the state of the union, aud it was rejected. 

And the question was taken, secondly, on the 
motion to reter to the committee of ways and means, 
and it was rejected. And the bill was referred to 
the select committee on the currency. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. AMeri-| 
wether, calling on the secretary of the treasury to 
report to the house whether any bank or banks have | 
been used in the disbursement of the public money | 
since the passage of fhe sub-treasury act; was taken 
up, considered, and, after some desultory conversa- 
tion, adopted. 

The speaker laid before the house the following | 


| 


| to do so, oppose myself to their wishes. 


conversation, was referred, on motion of Mr. Pen- 
delton, to the select committee appointed on the Ist 
instant, upon the subject of the death of William 
Henry Harrison, late president of the U. States: 
Washington, June 22, 1841. 

To the senate and house of representatives of the 
United States: I have the honor to submit the ac- 
companying correspondence between myself and 
the honorable J. Burnet, J. C. Wright, and others 
who arrived some days agoin this city. as a coin- 
inittee on behalf of the people of Cincinnati lor the 
purpose, with the assent of the family, of removing 
the remains nf tbe late president of the U. States to 
North Bend, tor interment. I have thought it to be 
my duly thus to apprise congress of the conteioplat- 
ed proceedings. JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, June 16, 1841. 
To the president of the United States: 

Dean sir: The undersigned were appointed by 
the citizens and city council of Cincinnati, and by 
many ol the surviving soldiers of the late war, to 
apply to the widow and family uf our distinguished 
fellow citizen, the late president of the U. States, for 
permission to remove his remains from the city of 
Washington tothe state of Obio, for interinent.— 
They have made the application directed, and have 
received permission to perform that sacred trust. 
They have now the houor of reporting to you their 
arrival in this city, and of asking your approbation 
of the ineasure contemplated, and your co-operation 
in carrying it into effect. 

We are tully aware of the high estimate you plac- 
ed on the talents and virtues ot our lamented triend 
and fellow citizen, the late chiet magistrate of the 
union, whose friendship and confidence you pos- 
sessed many years. We saw the tear fall from your 
eye aud mingle with the trears of the nation when 
the inscrutable will of heaven removed him Irom us. 

Knowing these things, we approach you with 
confidence, well assured that you will justly appre- 
ciate our motives for undeitakiug the mournful duty 
we lave been deputed to perforin, and that the saine 
kind feeling which has marked your course through 
life will prompt you on this occasion to afford us 
your countenance, and, if necessary, your co-pera- 
tion. 

lf it meet your approbation, the committee will 
do themselves the honor of waiting upon you at the 
president’s house, at any hour you may please to 
designate. 

With high respect, we are, your friends and fel- 
low citizens, J. BURNET, 

J.C. WRIGHT, 

TH. D. CARNEAL, 

CHAS. S. CLARKSON, 

EDWD. WOODRUFF, 

RUFUS HODGES, 

L. WHITEMAN, 

A. DUDLEY, 

D. A. POWELL, 

A. McALPIN, 

JOHN REEVES, 
Iashington, June 17, 1841. 

GENTLEMEN: Your letter of the 16th was duly 
handed ine, and [ lose no time in responding to the 
feelings and sentiments which yon have expressed 
for yourselves and those you represent, and. which 
you have correctly ascribed to ine in regard to the 
lameuted death of the late president. As a citizen I 
respected biin, as a patriot I honored him, as a friend 
he was near and dear to me; that the people of Cin- 
cinnati should desire ta keep watch over his remains 
by entombing them near the city, is both natural 
and becoming; that (he entire west, where so many 
evidences of his public usefulness are to be found, 
should unite in the same wish, was to have been 
expected; and that the surviving soldiers of his 
many battles, led on by him to victary and to glory, 
should sigh to perform the last melanclioly duties 
to the remains of their old cominander, is fully in 
consonance with the promptings of a noble and ge- 
nerous syinpatby. I could not, if I was authorised 
I might 
find something to urge on behalf of his native state, 
ininy knowledge of his continued attachmeut to 
her through the whole period of his useful hfe—in 
the claims of his relatives there, whose desire it 
would be that the mortal remains of the illustrious 
sou should sleep under the same turf with those of 


| his distinguished father, one of the signers of the 


Declaration of Independence—in the wish of the ci- 
uzens of his native county to claim all thit is now 
left of hiin for whom they so lately cast their almost 
unanimous suffrage—to say nothing of my own 
feelings, allied as I ain by blood, to many of lus 
near relatives, and with our names so closely as- 
sociated in much connected witli the late exciting 
political contest—these considerations might present 
some teasonable ground for opposing your wishes. 


message and correspondence from the president of| But the assent which has been given by bis respect- 
the United States, which was read, and, after some | ed widow and nearest relatives to the request ol the 
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nearest relatives of the late president, I readily pio- 
mise yon my co operation towards enabling yon to 
fulfil the sacred trust which brought you to this city. 
{tender to each of you, gentlemen, my cordial 
salntations. JOHN TYLER. 
To J. Burnett, J. C. Wright, and others of the 
committee. 


And, the heur of three having arrived, the house 
adjourned. 

Wednesday, June 23. 
was read aud approved. 

Mr. D. H. Lewis introduced his colleaze, hon. 
Geo. S. Houston, representative elect troin the state 
of Alabama, who was qualified and took his seat 

The speaker announced the lollowiniz members 
as the select committee on the message of the pre- 
sident of the United States, transmitted yesterday, 
in relation to the removal of the mortal remains of 
the late president of the United States: 

Messrs. J. Q. Adams, of Mass; Fessenden, ef 
Maine; Atherten, of N. Hampshire; Tillinghast, o! 
R.I; Williams, of Cenn.; Everett, of Vermont; 
Greig, of New York; Aycrigg, of New Jersey; Ser- 
geant, ot Penn ; Rodney, of Delaware; W. C. John- 
son, of Md; Taliaferro, of Virginia; L. Williams, 
of N. C; lohn Campbell, ot S. C.; Dawson, ol 
Georgia; Pope, of Kentucky; A V. Brown, of Ten. 
nessee; 8. Masorr, of Ohio; E. D. White, of La; 
Wallace, of [ndiana; Miller, of Missouri; Cross, of 
Arkansas, Howard, of Michigan; Lewis, of Ala. 

Petitions and metaorials were called for in the 
order of the states and territories, and presented. 


The journal of yesterday 


Mr. .2dums offered the following resolution, | 


which was adopted: 


| 
Resolved, "That so much of the message of the presi- | 


ment of each and every state of this unien in whose 
stocks investments of the public moneys held in trast 
hy the government of the United States have been 
made, puuetual payment, in specie or its equivalent, of 
| the interest stipulated in the said stocks, and repay- 
(ment of the principals, as soon as possible, by the 
terms of the contracts upon which such stocks have 
severally been issued. 

4. Resolved, That the further investment of any 
public funds of the United States in stocks of the se- 
| eral states ought forth with to be prohibited by law; and 
| that the committee of ways and means be instructed 
to report a hill for that purpose. 

Mr. E.D iVhiteotlered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be di- 
| rected to inquire into the expediency ef reporting a bill 
to extend the limits of the port of New Orleans. 

A nurnber of resolutions were oifered, which 
were laid over under the rule, and will appear in 
their progress. 

Mr. Randolph asked the house at this time to take 
up and consider a memorial presented by him yes- 
terday in relation to the operation of the present 
tari! Jaws upon the iron manufactures of the coun- 
try, (which petition, giving rise to debate, had been 
laid over yesterday on a motion to print). 

And the house having consented to take up the 
memorial, an animated debate ensued, in which 
Messrs. uidams, Pickens, Arnold, Irwin, Rhett and 
others participated, (which for want of room we are 
cempelled to omit), and was brought to a clese by 
a motion of Mr. Briggs that the house adjourn, 
which was carried, aud tbe house at 1 o'clock ad- 
jeurned. 


Thursday June 24. The speaker announced the 
unfinished husiness to be the motion, heretofore 
subinitted by Mr. Randolph, to print. the memorial 
presented by hiin in relation to the operation of the 
present tariff law en the iron manufactures of the 
United States. 

And lurther debate arising, the memorial was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Petitions and memorials were called for in the re- 


dent of the United States of the Ist instant, as relates ta | verse order of the states and territories, and were 


the African slave trade, be referred to the committee on 
naval affairs, with instructions te report to the house 
such measures as the highest considerations of public 
honor as well as the strongest proniptings of humanity 
require tor the suppression of the trade. 

Mr. Calhoun, of Massachusetts, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war transmit to this 
house a copy of the report of the inspector ef arsenals, 
&c. referred toin. the memorandum attached to the 
secretary's report accompanying the president’s mes- 
sage. 

“Mr. Brewster offered the fellowing resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
struc ed to inquire inte the expedienry of s9 moditying 
the revenne laws as to allow drawback upon goods 
transferred inland in the eriginal boxes and packages 
to foreign countries. 

Ou motien of Mr. Fillmore, the cominittee of 
ways and means were discharged from so much ol 
the president's message as relates to the subject of 
new fortifications, and it was referred to the com- 
mittee ot: military affairs. 

On motion el Mr. IV. C Johnson, the cominittee 
of the whole on the state of the union was slischarg- 
ed from the consideration of the bill reported yes- 
terday “le appropriate fer a limited tnne the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands of the United 
States, and for granting lands te certain states," and 
the same was relerred back again to the cominittee 


on public lands. 


Mr. Gozgia offered the following erete] 


which was adopted; . . 
Resolved, "lhat the president of the United States he 
requested to communicate to this house, if not deemed 
incoinpatible: with the public interest, any correspon- 
dence which may have taken place between the cxe- 
eutive and our ministers or agents abroad and others 
relative to the tobacco trade between this and foreign 
countries since the last communications made to this 
house on that subject. p i 
Mr. Triplett ottered the following resolutions 
(which are those offered at the last session of con- 
gress. but not then received): 
1. Resolei d, ‘What the investment in the stocks of 
the several states of this union of funds held hy the go 
vernment of the United States in trust, is. to the atnonüt 
of the sums 89 invested, and of the interest thereon, an 
assumption hy the United. States of the debts of the 
smd several states, in the event of their failure punctu- 
ally to pay the same. . 
2. Resolved, "hat the purchase, by authority of any 
executive department of the government of the United 


States, of the bonds of any of the states of this union, | 


nt their nominal value, or with a premium thereon, 
and the subsequent sale of the same bands at a dis- 
count, is an unwarrantable and wasteful dilapidation 
of the publie funds. f 

3. Hexolved, That it is the duty of the executive go- 
vernmont of tie United States te require ef the goverii- 


presented, 

The committees were then called in their order 
for reporta, 

Mr. Fillmore, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill authorising a loan net exceed- 
| the sum of twelve millions of dollars. 

The hill having been read twice, was referred to 
| the committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson from the committee on the 
public lands, reported a bill to appropriate the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands, and te grant 
pre-emption rights. 

On motion of Mr. J. the bill, having been read 
twice, was referred te the committee ol the whole on 
the state of the onion, and ordered to be printed. 

The next order of business was resolutions. 

The following resolution, offered yesterday by 
Mr. Cushing, came up in its order: 

Resolved, Vhat the secretary af the treasury be di- 
rected to communicate to this house, at the commence- 
tment of the next session of eongress, a statement ol 
the progress which shall then have been made in the 
survey of the coast of the United States including 
the number, location and length of the several base 
lines measured fur the trianzulatien, the stations oceu- 
pied therefor, the observations made for, and the eor- 
| rections applied to, the samme; the astronomical ohser- 

vatioas made for the deterinination of latitude and lan- 
gitude; the work done by each corps employed in the 
| service, and a deseriptive list of the charts published, 
if any. 

Also, the amount of money expended on the survey 


[of the coast, from time to time, since its commence- | 


ment, showing what sums have been appropriated tor 
ihe purchase of instruments and books; the names 
lof all persons empleyed upon the survey, distinguish- 
jing such as may have been of the army or navy. to- 
| gether with their salaries or other compensation, and 
by whom appointed to the service; exhibiting as 
[well the direet. appropriation for the survey of tie 


coast as the indirect expenditures upon It by reason | 


ol the employment thetem of the publie vessels and 
ollicers. y 
| Also, the probable length of time and amount of 
iioney required to complere the survey of the eoast in 
the mode heretofore pursued, with suggestion of any 
! other mode of surveying the same which shall have tor 
its object the acquisition of the greatest amount of nse- 
ful information, m the shortest time and at the least ex- 
ENSC. 
l Tins was debated by Messrs. Cushing, Holmes 
and Everell, in which the history of the survey, 
which has been executed under the direction ol 
Mr. lHassler, aud its great importance to mariners, 
the length of time and amount of money already 
employed were detailed; the resolution was adapted. 
The speaker laid before the heuse a ceinmunica- 

tion from the treasury department, transmitting the 
plan of a fiscal agent. 


On motion of Mr. Briggs, the comtaunicatien was 
referred to a select committee on the currency, and 
was ordered te be printed. 

Mr. Winthrop was understood te move that 5,000 
extra copies of the plan be printed; which motion, 
by the rule, lies over one day. 

The following resolution, offered yeslerday by 
Mr. Winthrop, coring up in its order: 

Resolved, That the committee on the libraty be in- 
structed to take measures for procuring annnally for 
the library of congress two or mare copics of all im- 
portant repnrts or other doenments on commercial, 
Judicial, or other subjects of interest te our country, 
whieh may be published by the parliament of Great 
Britain, or by the governments of other foreign nations: 
Provided, That the same shall be paid for out of the 
standing appropriation for the library. 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved to amend the resolution 
by inserting after the words ‘instructed to," the 
werds “inquire into the expediency of.” 

Mr. Winthrop accepted the amendment as a mo- 
dification, and alter a few remarks by Messrs. 
Menlirop and Tillinghast the resolution was adopt- 
ed. 

The following reselutien, offered yesterday by 
Mr. Roosevelt, came up in its order: 

. Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to inquire inte the censtiwwionality ` and 
expediency of the passage of a uniform bankrupt 
law applicable to moneyed corporations, and espe- 
cially whether such law would or would not be the 
mest efficient measure for restoring and regulating 
the curreney, for preventing suspensions nf specie 
payments, and keeping banks within reasonable limits. 

Mr. Roosevelt spoke at some length in support of 
the resolution, advocating pertinently the passage 
of such a law. 

Mr. Barnard was glad his colleague had intro- 
duced the resolution, as it had given him an oppor- 
tunity of making a speech, which he (Mr. Bar- 
nard) considered his only object; and now that 
his desire was gratified, he hoped he would with- 
draw the resolution, as it was entirely unnecessary, 
the committee already having the subject before 
them. He concluded by moving to lay the resoln- 
tion on the table. (Which he, however, subsequent- 
ly withdrew). 

Mr. Roosevelt replied, after which Mr. Bar- 
nard rejoined, the debate assuming a personal cha- 
racter, 

Alter further discussion, by Mr. Davis, of N. Y. 
the resolution was adopted. 

The resolution offered yesterday, by Mr. Floyd, 
relative to McLeod, was taken up aud modifications 
being made, as proposed by Messrs. Ingersoll and 
Triplett, is as tollows: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to inform this house, if not incompatible 
with the public interest, whether any officer of the 
army,or the attorney general of the United. Statea 
bas, since the 4th March last, been directed to visit 
the state of New York, for any purpose connected 
with the imprisonment or trial of Alexander McLeod; 
and if so, to comniunicate to this house copies of in- 
structions to, and reports froin, soch officers, and 
whether, by any executive measures or correspen- 
dence, the British government has heen given to un- 
derstand that McLeod will be released or surren- 
dered. 

Mr. Floyd briefly advocated the resolution. 

Mr. Ingersolt spoke at length advocating the re- 
solution, and entering into a histury of the case 
from the insurrection of the Canadian patriots, the 
arrest of MeLeod, and the circumstances in which 
the present adininistration feund this case. Heat- 
tacked and condemned in detail the letter of Mr. 
Webster to Mr. Fox on this subject, denying the 
grounds therein taken, aad affirming that McLeod 
Was personally responsible in {his case, and also in 
| case of war, and that Mr. Webster had conceded 
this to be a ease of war, which was more than even 
the British minister claimed. Althongh not given 
| te gloomy ideas, he could not but apprehend, as 
the consequences of the mistakes of Mr. Webster, 
the plunging ef the country into a bloody war, un- 
less by speedy and piotnpt action on the part of 
| the house it was corrected. He wished the reso- 
Intion adopted, and that the house freely and can- 
didly communicate with the executive, and act una- 
nimously en this subject, which was of paramount 
importance. 

Mr. Cushing entered into an able and eloquent 
defence of the course of Mr. Webster, and without 
concluding gave way, and the house adjourned at 8 
o'clock. 

Friduy, June 25. 
read and approved. 

Mr. dams, by unanimous consent, from the se- 
lect committee appointed on the subject of the re- 
moval of the remains of the late president of the 
United States, reported the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That on Saturday next the remains of 
William Henry Harrison, late president of the United 
States, be removed, under the superintendence of a 
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committee of both houses of congress from the congres- 
sional buria! ground, and accompanied by such com- 
mittee and the delegation from Ohio to the line of the 
District of Columbia. 

Resolved, ‘Phat when the two honses adjourn, tbey 
adjourn to Monday neat. 

The resolutious were quanimously adopted, and 
were sent to the senate for concurrence. 

Mr. Briggs submitted to the chair that he sup- 
posed it would be understood that the cominittee 
already appointed would be the committee to at- 
tend the removal of the remains of the late presi- 
deat. 

The speaker said he inf-rred that such was the in- 
tention of the résolution. 

Mr. Adams was understood to say such was the 
intention, but that it was a matter within the dis- 
posal of the house. 

The speaker said that, by the leave of the house, 
the chair would consider that the committee here- 
tofore appointed should be the comiaittee on the 
part of the house to carry out the object of the re- 
solution. 

Petitions aud memorials were called in the order 
of states and territories, and were presented, 

The question pending, was ou the resolution con- 
sidered yesterday, calling on the president for in- 
formation relative to the McLeod case, on which 
Mr. Cushing was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. Cushing resnined, trom yesterday, his re- 
marks on this subject, aud entered inlo ao answer 
of the charges made yesterday, by Mr. Ingersoll, 
upon the secretary ot state, and vindicating Mr. 
Webster trom all those imputed blunders. The con- 
clusion to which lie had arrived, was the position in 
which he started, that the United States, on the 
great question peuding between theia and Great 
Britain, aud especially on the maio and priucipal 
questiou connected with McLeod, were in the right, 
and il they should be involved in a war with Great 
Britaia, they would be justifiable, in the face of na- 
tions and of Heaven, to prosecute that war to all 
extremities. But if gentlemen of the opposition, by 
their legal ingenuity, or by party spirit, concealed 
the true issue, and their country was involved ina 
war, on them would be the responsibility; and to 
them he appealed, that they thiow aside all party 
questions, and as one man come up to the rescue ot 
their county. 

Mr. Wise objected to the resolution, because it 
was ont of tiwe to adopt the resolution now, which 
would expose to this nation, and to all nations, 
what this governinent thought of itself about the 
controversy with Great Biitain; and would. inter- 
pose with our own negotiations, and with the ac- 
uon of our judicial tribunal, which was a sepa- 


rate branch of tbe government, and they should not 
directly or indirectly interrupt the operations of the 
executive. 

Without action, the resolution was passed infor- 
mally, aud, on inotion of Mr. fliliam Cost John- 
son, the house resolved itself into a cominittee of 
the whole, on the state of the anion, Mr. Lawrence, 
of Pennsylvania, in the chair, and took up the ball; 
“to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands, and to grant pre-emption rights.” 

The bill was read by the clerk. 

Mr. Wa. Cost Johnson addressed the committee 
about an hour and a balt iu support of the bill, with- 
out concluding he gave way loa motion that the 
comuiiltee rise. 

A inessage was received from the senate that the 
senate had passed a bill from the bouse for the re- 
hef of Mrs. Harrison, with an amendmeat provid- 
ing that any suin which may have been paid to an 
legal representative of William Heury Harrison 
should be deducted from the appropriation of 25,000 
dollars. 

On motion of Mr, Adams, the amendment was 
concurred in. 

A message was also received that the senate had 
concurred in the joint resotution, of the honse, tor 
appointing a committee of the two houses to super- 
Intend the removal of the remains of Williain Hen- 
ry Harrison. 

The honse then again resumed the consideration 
of the resolution of Mr. Floyd, of New York, inre- 
lation to the case ot Alexander McLeod. 


Mr. Tillinghast spoke buefly, turning his atten- 
tion to the law of Vattel, where it was stated that 
“the nation that ratifies the act of a citizen. makes 
that act a publie affair.”? If at was so, it was not the 
act of the citizen himsel!, but the nation took it from 
the incividual. He held that according to law, it 
was not consistent with the honor of this nation that 
they should omit to notice the uation ratifying the 
act of McLeod. 


Mr, Gordon advocated the resolution, that Me 
Leod should be held personally responsible to the 
law ol New York. He arose asa representative 
ftom the state of New York «to enter his solemn 
protest" in the name ot New York, to any interfe- | 
rence on tbe part of the general government in tliis | 
case. 

Mr. Wise moved to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

Mr. Hunl wished the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Wise), to withdraw his inotiou. 

On the tootion Mr. Clifford called the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and the motion to lay on 
the table was negatived—yeas 51, nays 105. 

On motion of Mr. Adams, 1t was resolved that 


one additional member he added to the committee on | ' 


enrolled bills, | 

On motion of Mr. Briggs, the resolution fixing 3 | 
o'clock P. M. for the hour of adjouroment, without | 
the house previously adjourns, was revived for the 
ensuing week, 

The honse adjourned to Monday at ten o’clock. 

Monday, June 28. Mr. Cooper, of Pennsylvania, 
introduced the hon. Henry Black, representative | 
elect from that state, (vice hon. Charles Ogle, de- | 
ceased), who was qualified and took his seat. 

Mr. Dawson, of Geo. rose and said: Mr. Speaker: 
It having beeo annonnced in the public prints ot thts 
city by the secretary of war that major general, 
Alexander Macomb has departed this life, 1 an- 
nounce that fact as chairman of the millitary com- | 
mittee of this body, and F ask leave to present the 
folowing resolutions: 

Resolved, That the house of representatives have | 
learned with deep regret tbe death of major general 
Alexander Macomb, the late commanding general of: 
the army, and the distinguished leader of the glorious 
battle of Plattsburg ia the late war. 

Resolved, That the house of representatives will, if 
the senate coneur herein, attend the funeral of inajur| 
general Macomb this day at ten o'clock. 

Resolved, That a committee of three members of 
this house be appointed on the part of the lonse to 
make arrangements with such committee as may be 
appointed on the part of the senate, for the attendance | 
of the senate and house of representatives at the fu- 
neral of the late major general Macomb. 

The resolutions having been read, were adopted 
unanimously, and were sent to the senate for con- 
currence. 

Mr. Dawson, (having, he was understood to say, | 
another office assigned bim in the arrangements of 
the day), asked to be excused from service on the 
committee to be appointed, under the resolution on 
the part of this house. 

And Mr. D. was accordingly excused. 

The speaker then announeed the following mem- | 
bers as the committee on the part of this house. 

Mr. John Miller, of Missouri. 

-Mr. William O. Butler, of Kentucky. 

Mr. Aaron Ward, of New York. 

Mr. Linn, ol New York, moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which the following resolution, of- 
fered by Mr. Briggs on Friday last, had been adopt- 


Resolved, That so much of the resolntion of the 17:h 
instant, fixing the time for the daily meeting and ad- 
journment ot the house as expires to-morrow. be eon- 
tinned in force for one week from the time of iis pre- 
sent limitation. 

The motion lies over one day. 

Alter the lapse of about fifteen minutes, a inessage 
was received trom the senate, stating that that hody 
had concurred in the resolutions of the house in re- | 
lation to the fnneral of major general Macomb. 

And then, on motion of Mr. Briggs, the house ad 
journed. 


Tuesday June 29. The journal of yesterday was | 
read and approved. | 

Mr. Adams said he had been requested by Mr. 
Alexander Hamilton, of New York, to present to 
this house a draught of an act to organize and estab- | 
lish an exchequer ot issuesas the fiscal agent of the 
people ot the United States, together with some re. 
marks of his own, explanatory of its provisions. It 
was an act prepared by that gentleman, which he 
wished to be considered,and which he had request- 
ed him, (Mr. A.) to move to be printed by the 
order of the house, and that it be referred to the 
committee on the currency. 

The printing was opposed hy Messrs, Everett, | 
Hunt and Brown, of Pa. and supported by Messrs. | 
Adams and Barnard. 

Mr. Sergeant moved to amend the motion to print 
by including therein the printing of the plan pre- | 
sented on a former day by the gentleman irom New 
York, (Mr. Barnard). 

And the question being takea on the motion to 


Mr. Holmes opposed the adoption of the resolu- | refer, the projet was referred to the select committee | 


tion as interlerring with the action of the depart- | on the currency. 


ment of our government entrusted with this inat- 
ter, 


| 
Mr. J. C. Clark moved to lay the inotion to print 
on the table; which motion prevailec; ayes 110, 


| After he had concluded 


| Howard and Kennedy, of 


| that subinitted yesterd 


| clause of the bill; and that, inasmuch as tha 


| was read lor inlorination. 


| merely to submit a p 


hoes not counted. 
on the table. 

The house took up for consideration the motion, 
suhmitted yesterday by Mr. Linn, to reconsider the 
vole of Friday last hy which the following resolu- 
tion, offered on that day by Mr. Briggs, was adopt- 
ed. 

Resolved, That so much of the resolution of the 17th 
Instant, xing the time for the daily meeting and ad- 
journment of the house as expires to-ninrrow, be con- 
tinued in force for one week from the time of its pre- 
sent limitation. 

Some conversation took place on the point of 
order, alter which the qnestion on the motion to re- 
consider was taken, and was decided in the ne- 
gative; ayes 77, noes 83. 

Petitions and memorials were called for in the 
reversed order of the states aud territories, and were 
presented, 

On mation of Mr. Cushing, it was 

Resolved, That all petitions, resolutions of state le- 
gislatures, and other papers, on the subject uf a bank- 
rupt law, presented in the last congress, be taken from 
the files of the house and referred to the commitice on 
the judiciary. 

Mr. Calhoun, from the committee on naval affairs, 
reported a bill to provide tor the payment of navy 
pensions. 

The bill was read twice by its title, and, on ino- 
tion of Mr. C. was referred to the committee of the 


So the motion to print was faid 


| Whole on the state of tbe anion, and ordered to be 


printed, 


Resolutions bheing the next order of business, and 
the unfinished business of the morning hour beius 
the modifed resolution heretofore offered by Mr. 
Floyd, calling for certain information in relation to 
the case of Alexander McLeod. The consideration 
of the resolution. was by general consent passed 
over. 


On motion of Mr, WW. Cos! Johason, the honse re- 


| solved itself into a committee of the whole on the 


state of the anion, (Mr. Lawreace, of Penn. in the 
chair), on the bill to appropriate the proceeds of 
the sales of the pudlic lands, aud to graut pre-em- 
lion rights, 

Mr. W. C. Johnson, who beld the floor fiom Fri- 


| day last, resumed aud. concluded his remarks in fa- 


vor of the bill, 
Mr. Clifford, of Maine, then took the floor and 


| addressed the committee in oppositica to the bill 


until the hour of three, when he gave way to Mr. 
Brown, of Pena. on whose motion the committee 
rose, reported progress, and obtained leave to sit 
again. And then the house adjourned, 

If'ednesduy, June 30. 
was read and approved, 
. Mr. Biiggs moved that the house resolve itself 
into coininittee of the whole on the state of the union, 

Some conversation followed on a point of order; 
after whieh the motion of Mr. Briggs prevailed. i 

The house again resolved itself into cominittee of 
the whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Lawrence 
of Pennsylvania, in the chair), on the bill to appro- 
priate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
and to grant pre-einption Tights; the pending ques- 
lion being on the motion of Mr. Clifford to stuke 
out the enacting clanse of the bill. 

Mr. Clifford resumed his remarks from yesterday, 

i » Mr. Meriwether, of Georgia 
obtained the floor, and addressed the committee, and 
was lollowed, successively, by Messrs. J. C. Floyd 

Indiana. P 
Mr. Payne, of Alabaraa, sent to the clerk's table 
a series ol sections, which he said he desired to of- 


fer as a substitute for the bill now before the com» 
mittee 


The chairman said that the 


The journal of yesterday 


pending motion was 
ay by the gentleman hou 
to strike out the enacting 
tinetion 
fit was 
ainend- 
disposed of. 
"Toposed substitule 


Maine, (Mr. Clfford), 


involved the very existence of the bill itse] 
not in order to propose a substitute or ay 
ment antil that wotion had been finally 

After some conversation, the ] Š 


Mr. Payne said that it was n 


, ot his intention to go 
into an. argument on 


the subject, his object being 
j b |! proposition to the committee, 
for their consideration. He did not intend to occu- 
py the attention of the committee at this time; but, 
when a favorable opportunity should preseut itself, 
he might present his views in relation ta the propo- 
sitiou that he had now presented, 

Mr. .2/ford then rose and addressed the comtnittee 
at sowe length; and havirg concluded, and thé hour 


| o£ 3 having arrived, Mr. Brown moved that the com- 


miteve Tise; which motion having 
coinmillee rose, re 
leave to sit again. 
Thursday, July 1 
house certain evidence 


prevailed the 
ported progress, and obtained 
And the house ad jourued. 

The speuker laid before the 
e in the case of the contested 


302 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JULY 10, 1841—CONGRESS. 


election fram Virginia; which was referred to the 
committee on elections. 

The speaker also laid before the house a commu- 
nication from the secretary af state in relation to 
the census; which, ca motion of Mr. Masoa,.of 
Ohio, was referred to the committee on the judicia- 
ry, and ordered to be printed. 

The speaker laid before the house a message from | 
the president of the United States, enclosing a me- 
morial from citizens of New York, praying the pas- 
sage of a bankrupt law. ‘The memorial was signed 
by 3,000 persons. The message was read and isin 
the following words: 

To the house of represeniatives of the United States: 

The accompaaying memorial in favor of the pas- 
sage of a bankrupt law, signed by nearly three 
thonsand of the inhabitants of the city of N. York, 
has been forwarded to me, attended by a request 
that I would submit it to the consideration of con- 
gress. I cannot waive a compliance with a reqnest 
upon me by so large and respectable a number of 
my fellow citizens. Thata bankrupt law, carefully 
guarded against fraudulent practices, and embrac- 
ing, as far as practicable, all classes of society—the 
tailure to do which bas heretofore constituted a pro- 
minent objection to the measure would afford ex- 
tensive relief, I do not donbt. The distress inci- 
dent to the derangements of some years past has 
visited large nurabers of our fellow citizens with 
hopeless Insolveacy, whose energies, both mental 
and physical, by reason of the load of debt pressing 
upon thein, are lost to the country. Whether con- 
gress shall deem it proper to enter upon the consi- 
deration of this subject at its present extraordinary 
session, it will doubtless wisely determine. I have | 
fulfilled ny duty to the memo ialists in submitting 
their petriion to your consideration. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, Jane 30, 1841. 

The message and the memorial were referred to 
the committee on the judiciary, and the message 
was ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun the house resolved it- 
self into a committee (Mr. Lawrence, of Pa. in the 
chair) and resumed tlie consideration of the “bill to 
distribute the proceeds of the public lands, aad 
grant pre-emption rights. 

Mr. Brown, of Pa. at great length opposed the 
bill. 

Mr. Gilmer opposed the bill in the present finan- 
cial eondition of the country. He regarded the 
proceeds of the public lands as a legitimate source 
of revenue; aud advocated the distribution of their 
surplus proceeds, whenever there was a surplus, 
but opposed it now, as the amount distributed would 
have to be raised in some other way; aud he consi- 
dered this bill as equivalent in its effects to a direct 
proposition to borrow this amount of money, or 
raise it hy impost duties for the purpose of distri- 
bution. I 

Mr. Bidluck opposed the bill on the same grounds. 
The committee then rose. 

In the course of the debate, the follnwing mes- 
sage in writing was received from tlie president of 
the United States, through John Tyler, jr. esq. his 
private seeretary: 


Washington, July 1, 1641. 
ù the house of representatives of the United Stales: 

l have the honor herewith to submit fo the house 
of representatives the copy of a letter addressed by 
myself to Mrs. Harrison, in compliance with the 
resolutions of eongress, and her reply thereto. 

JOHN TYLER. 
Washington city, June 13, 1841. 

My DEAR MADAM: The accompanying resolu- 
tions, adopted by the senate aud honse of represen- 
tatives of the United States, will convey to you an 
expression of the deep sympathy felt by the repre- 
sentatives of the states, aud of the people, in the 
sad bereavement which yourself and the eouotry 
has sustained in the death of your illustrious Ie 
baud. It may tow be justly considered that the 
public archives constitute his endnsing monument, 
on which are inscribed, in eharaeters not o he ef- 
faced, the proudest evidences of public gratitude for 
services rendered, and of sorrow for his death. A 
great aud united people shed their tears over the 
bier of a devoted patriot and distinguished puolic 
benefactor. 

In conveying to you, my dear madam, Ihe pro. 
posed respeet of the two houses of congress for your 
person and character, and their condolence on the 
jate afflictiug dispensation of Provideuee, permit ine 
to mingle my feelings with theirs, and to tender 
you my fervent wishes for your bealth, happiness 
and long life. JOIN TYLER. 

Mrs. lana Harrison. 

North Bend, June 24, 1341. 

Dear sim: Ihave received with sentiments of 
deep emotion the resolutions of the senate and house 
of representatives, which you have done me the 


honor of forwarding, relative to the decease of my 
laioented husband. 

I canuot sufficiently express the thanks I owe to 
the nation and its asseiubled represeatatives, for 
their condolence, so feelingly expressed, of my in- 
dividual calamity, and the national bereavement; 
but, mingling my tears with the sighs of the many 
patriots of the land, pray to Heaven tor the endur- 
ing happiness and prosperity of our beloved coun- 
try. ANNA HARRISON. 

John Tyler, president of the United Slutes. 

On motion of Mr. Cuve Johnson, the message and 
accompanying papers were laid on the table and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. IFm. Cost Johnson, the follow- 
ing resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the justice and expediency of 
reporting a bill to provide au appropriation of laad to 
satisfy the unsatisfied military land warrants whic 
have been issued, or which may hereafter be issued, 
for the relief of certain officers aud soldiers of the Vir- 
ginia line aad navy, and of the continental army dur- 
ing the revolutionary and last war, in addition to the 
quantity heretofore appropriated by suodry acts for that 
purpose. 

‘The house adjourned at 3 o'clock. 

Friday, July 2. The journal of yesterday was read 
and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Briggs, the house resolved it- 
self into committee of the whole oa the state of the 
union, (Mr. Lawrence, of Penn. in the chair), on 
the bill to distribute the proceeds of the sales of the 
public lands and to grant pre-emption rights. 

Mr. Pickens took the floor with a speech against 
the bill, replying more particularly to Mr. W. Cost 
Johnson. 

Mr. Randolph followed. 

Mr. [Finthrop spoke for three quarters of an bour 
with great ability, iu favor of the hill. 

Mr. Cooper, of Penn. replied with great force to 
the speech of Mr. C. Broun, of Penn. particularly 
those parts which attacked the character of the ci- 
tizens of their stale. He defended the recent ap- 
pointments in Philadelphia trom the assanlts of Mr. 
B. and denied his statements as to the character of 
Mr. Bela Badger, and other private individuals who 
were attacked here, where they had no voice to 
defeud themselves. He then went into the argu- 
ment on the subject before the committee, and spoke 
for some time in favor of the distribution. 

Mr. Dean, of Ohio, follawed him in opposition to 
the bill. 

Mr. Habersham then spoke against the distribu- 
tion, for some time; but, without concluding, he 
gave may to a motion that the committee rise— 
when, the comtroittee rose, reported progress, and 
obtained leave to sit again. 

Mr. Underwood, (on leave) from the committee 
for the District of Columbia, reported a bill makiag 
further provision for the maintenance of pauper lu- 
naties in the District of Columbia; which was read 
twice by its title, and on motion of Mr. U. was re- 
terred to the committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. U. asked the house now to go into commit- 
tee on the bill, but, it being close upon 3 o'clock, 
waived the rootion. 

Mr. Stanly gave nofice that he would to-morrow 
make a motion to change the present rule of the 
house in that particular which fixes 3 o'clock as the 
hour of adjournment. 

And then the house adjourned. 

Saturday, July 3. The journal of yesterday was 
read and approved. 

Some couversation took place between the speaker 
aud Mr. Stanly, in relation toa notice given by Mr. 
S. yesterday, of a motion which he intended to sub- 
init in relation to the hour of adjournment. 

The speaker was understood to say that the regu- 
lar hour of the ineeing of the house, by its order, 
was ten o’elock; bui that the order which fixed three 
o’eloek as the hour of adjournment had expired. 

Mr. Stanly was understood to say that, such be- 
ing the case, and the hour of adjournment being all 
that he wished to reach, it would not be necessary 


| for him to submit any motion. 


Mr. Summers, on leave, presented certain papers 
concerning the case, of contested election from the 
state of Virginia; which were referred ta the com- 
mittee an elections, and ordered to he printed. 

On motian of Mr. IV. C. Johnson, the house again 
resolved itself into committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, (Mr. Lawrence, of Pennsylva- 
nia, in (he chair), on the bill to appropriate the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands and to 
grant pre-emption rights. 

The pending question being on the motion of Mr. 
Clifford to strike out the enacting clattse— 

Mr. Habersham, who held the tlnor from yester- 
day, resumed his remarks in opposition to the bill, 
and concluded. 


Mr. Parmenler followed, also in opposition to 
the bill. 

Mr. Kennedy, of. Maryland, then rose and ad. 
dressed the committee at length in favor of the mea- 
sure; and was followed, in opposition, by Messrs. 
Davis, of N. York, and McKeon, who was succeed- 
ed by Mr. Underwood, in its favor. Mr. U. having 
concluded— 

Mr. Wise obtained the floor, and it being within 
fifteen minutes of 3 o'clock, and there being a ge- 
neral ery that the committee rise, Mr. W. submit- 
ted a motion to that effect; which prevailing—the 
committee rose, reported progress, and obtained 
leave to sit again. 

'The following resolution, heretofore offered hy 
Mr. Hopkins, and then laid over by the rule, was, 
on motion of Mr. H. taken up, considered, and 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be reqnired to 
communicate to this house, in as condensed a sbape as 
practicable, the following items of information, viz: 

The estimates of the postmaster general for each year 
since the reorganization of the post office department 
in 1336, together with the actual revenue of each, esti- 
mating the revenue for the year eading June 30, 1841. 

The amounts shown by the reports or accounts of 
postmasters, and of the depositories receiving post of- 
fice revenue, to have been on hand on the Ist of Janua- 
ry, 1811, estimating the same, if it be impracticable 
promptly to give it with perfect accuracy. 

Tbe whole amount due to the department on the Ist 
of January, 1541, divided into good, doubtful and bad, 
estimating the same if it cannot be promptly ascertain- 
ed with entire accuracy. 

The amount received and reported as subject to draft 
during the quarter eading March 21, 1811, being the 
receipts for that quarter's postages. 

The rate of annual cost for mail transportation on the 
Ist of July, 154t. 

The nett amount of retrenchment in the annual ex- 
eaditures of that branch of the service made by the 
ate postmaster general prior to the 4th of March, 184t. 

The nett amouot of reduction ia the annual cost of 
that hranch of the service, preseat and prospective, ef- 
fected since the 4th of March last, either by retrench- 
ment or savings in the mail lettings. 

The unadjusted claims for mail transportation pre- 
sented since the 4th of March last, other than regular 
quarterly dues, with the names of the claimants, the 
specific service charged, for the time it was rendered, 
and the amount charged in each case, with a footing 
showing the aggregate amount. 

Mr. IVelier then moved that when this house atd- 
journs it adjourn to meet on Tuesday next at ten 
o'clock. 

Several objections were made, and the yeas and 
nays were asked and ordered. 

Mr. Stanly said that, so far as he could learn, the 
house had not adjourned over on tbe 4th of July for 
the last four years. This yearthe 4th of July hap- 
pened on a Sunday, and gentlemen could not have 
a better opportunity of spending the day appropri- 
ately. He moved to lay the motion of Mr. Weller 
on the table. 

Mr. Calhoun, to get rid of the difficulty, moved 
that the house do now adjourn; which motion hav- 
ing prevailed, the house adjourned until Monday 
morning at ten o'clock. 

Monday, July 5. The journal of Saturday was 
read and approved. 

The bouse resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Lawrenee, of 
Pennsylvania, in the chair), on the bill to appro- 
priate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
and to grant pre-emption rights. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Clifford 
lo strike out the enacting elause of the bill— 

Mr. Wise, who was entitled to the floor, rose and 
addressed the coinmittee for three hours and a quar- 
ter. 

Mr. W. having concluded the chairman gave the 
floor to Mr. Rayner, of N. C, who moved that the 
committee rise; which motion prevailing, the coin- 
mittee rose, reported progress, aud asked leave to 
sitagain. And the honse adjourned. 


Tuesday, July 6. The journal of yesterday was 
read and approved. 

Mr. Rhett moved that the house now resolve il- 
self into committee af the whole on the state of the 
union. 

On which motion the yeas and nays were asked 
aud ordered. 

Mr. Calhoun inquired of the speaker whether lie 
had not aright to make a report? 

The speuker replied that, as chairman of the se- 


|lect committee appointed on the rules, the genlle- 


mati from Massaehusetts, (Mr. Calhoun) was au- 
thorised to report at any tiine. 

This decision gave rise to some conversation, 
(though no apneal was taken); after which 

The speaker said that on comparing the resolution 
under which the select committee was appointed 


with the rule in relation ta a suspension of the rule | 


to go into committee, the chair was of opinion tbat 
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the gentleman from Sonth Carolina, (Mr. Rhett). 

Aud the question was then tàken and decided in 
the negative, as follows: yeas 72, nays 106. So the 
honse refused to go into committee of the whole on 
the state ot the union. 

Mr. Calhoun, from the select commitlee on the 
rules, then made the following report: 

“The select committee on the rules, in further 
discharge of the duty assigned them, report the fol- 
lowing as an amendment of the 127th rule, to be 
added to the resolution. annexed to that rule: 

“And also of providing lor the discharge of the 
committee from the consideration of any bill refer- 
red to them after acting, without debate, upon all 
amendments pending and that may be offered.” 

Mr. Medill raised a point of order on the recep- 
tion of the report. The chair decided that it was 
in order to receive the report. An appeal was ta- 
Ken, and the chair sustained in his decision, by 
yeas 127, nays 78. 

Mr. Briggs moved to amend the same by adding, 
at the end thereof, the following words: 

**After it may or shall have been in committee 
at least six davs, provided the six days' time shall 
not apply to any bill whicli may be amended in the 
senate, and committed under said amended rule.? 

Mr. Holmes desired to move an amenámentto the 
amendinent. 


The speaker said that it was not in order to do so, 
the previous question having been seconded. 

Mr. Cave Johnson asked the yeas and nays on the 
amendtoent of Mr. Briggs; which were ordered, 
and, being taken, were: yeas 107, nays 102. So 
the amendment was agreed tn. n 

And the question recurring on the motion, as 
amended, Mr. Kennedy, of Md. (having voted in the 
affirioative), moved a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the amendment of Mr. Briggs had been 
adopted, and moved the previous question on that 
motion. 

And the question on the demand forthe previous 
question on tbe motion to reconsider, there was a 
second. And the main question, being on the mo- 
tion to reconsider, was ordered. 

Mr. hell asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question; which were ordered, and being taken, 
were yeas 116, nays 100. So the vote wa3 recon- 
Sidered. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of 
the amendment, Mr. Cooper, of Pennsylvania, 
moved the previous question; and there was a se- 
cond. And the main question was ordered to be 
taken. 

Mr. IVeller asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question; which were ordered. 

Mr. Briggs again modified his amendment, by 
striking ont ‘six’? days and inserting “four.” 

And the qnestion on tbe adoption of the amend- 
ment as modified was then taken and decided in the 
negative—yeas 9f, nays 114. So the amendment 
was rejecicd. 

And the question again recurring on the adoption 
of the report of the cointnittee—Mr. Weller asked 
the veas and nays; which were ordered; and being 
taken, were yeas L17, nays 95. So the report was 
adopted. 

Mr. Stanly then offered the following resolution 
(under the report just adopted): 

Resolved, That the debate in the committee of the 
whole house on the state of the union on the bill “to 
appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the puhlic lands | 
and to grant pre-emption rights,” from and after seven 
oelack this day, shall eease, unless the committee 
shall report the bill sooner; and that after that hour the 
committee shall vote on all amendments pending and 
which may be submitted. 

At the suggestion of Mr. IW. C. Johnson, the hour 
of seven instead of six was inserted by Mr. Slanly. 

Mr. Stanly moved the previous qnestion, and 
there was a second. 

Mr. MeKeon asked the yeas and nays on ordering 
the main question, which were ordered, and being 
taken, were; yeas 124, nays 83. 

On the adoption of the resolution, Mr. Weller 
asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered, and 
being taken were; yeas 119, nays S3. So the re- 
solution was adopted. 

Mr. Warren, with a view, he said, to carry out 
the reforin which had been begun, he sent to tlie | 
chair the following resolution, which was read for 
information, and which Mr. W. gave notice of his 
intention to olfer, at a proper time, a3 an amend- 
raent to the 28th rule: 

“And tbat no member be allowed to speak more 
than one hour to any question under debate.” 

The house, on motion of Mr. Truman Smith, 
again resolved itself into commitlee of the whole on 


the state of the union, (Mr. Lawrence, of Penn. in 
the chair), on the bill to appropriate the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands, and to grant pre- 
emption rights. 

The pending question being on the motion of 
Mr. Clifford to strike out the enacting clause; Mr. 
Rayner then took the floor and addressed the com- 
mittee till past six o'clock. 

Mr. Marshali, of Ky. addressed the committee in 
an impressive speech in favor of the bill. 

Mr. Rhelt followed in opposition to the bill, and 
Mr. R. had not concluded when the hour of seven 
arrived, being that prescribed by the resolution 
given above for proceeding to vote. 

Alter some conversation, some of it of rather an 
excited character, 

The committee proceeded to vote, the question 
being on the motion of Mr. Clifford to strike out the 
enacting clause of the bill. 

Mr. Pickens called for tellers, and Messrs. Ren- 
cher and Hopkias were appoiuted by the chair. 

And the vote being taken, it stond ayes 104, noes 
12t. Sothe motion to strike out tbe enacting clause 
of the bill was lost. 

And the cbairman having declared the bill to be 
now open for amendment under the resolution adopt- 
ed above, (but not for debate). 

A number of amendments were offered, but in 
such rapid succession, and amidst so much noise, 
that the effort to keep the run of thein was useless. 

At a quarter to. t0 o'clock, the committee rose, 
and reported the bill to the house. And the amend- 
ments were concurred in. 

A motion by Mr. Heller, to lay the bill on the 
table, by yeas t08, nays (19, was rejected. 

And at 11 o'clock, (under the operation of the 
previous question), the bil! was passed by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 
Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigz, Babeock, Ba- 
ker, Barnard, Birdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, Bor- 
den, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah 
Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, ‘Thomas J. Campbell, Ca- 
ruthers, Chittenden, John C. Clarke, Staley N. Ciarke, 
Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Deberiv, 
John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L 
Foster, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Guggin, Patrick G. 
Goode, Green, Greig, Hall, Halsted, William S. Hast- 
ings, Henry, Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, William W. 
Irwin, James, W.C. Johnson, IsaacD. Jones, John P. 
Kennedy, Lane. Lawrence, Linn, Thomas F. Mar- 
shall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris. Morrow, Osborne, 
Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Pupe, Powell, Proffit, B. 
Randall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridg- 
way, Rodney, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeaut, Simon- 
ton, Slade, Smith, Sollers, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokeley, 
Stratton, Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp- 
son, R. W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlin- 
son, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Washington, E. D. White, J. L. White, T. 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Winthrop, Yorke, A. Young, J. Young—116. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Arrington, Atherton, 
Banks, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowen, Boyd, Brewster, A. 
V. Brown, M. Brown, Burke, Sampson 1l. Butler, 
Wm. Buder, Wm. O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, P. 
C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, Cary, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Daniel, Richard D. 
Davis, John B. Dawson, Dean, Dimock, Doan, Doig, 
Eastman, J. C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, J. G. Flovd 
Fornanee, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gilmer, Wo. 
O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gustine, Habersham, 


Harris, J. Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, | 


Houston, Hubbard, Hunter, Jack, Cave Johnson, J 
W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, King, Lewis, 
Littlefield, Lowell, A. McClellan, R. McClellan, Mce- 
Kay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, A. Marshall, J. T. 
Mason, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, New- 
hard, Nisbet, Oliver, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, 
Pickens, Plumer, Reding, Reneher, Rhett, Riggs, Ro- 
gers, Roosevelt, Sanford. Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, 


Shields, Snvder, Steenrod, Sumter, Sweney, Turney, | 


Van Buren, Ward, Warren, Watterson, Weller, West- 
brook, James W. Williams, Wise, Wood—105, 

A motion to reconsider-the vote was made and 
rejected. And at 20 minutes past 11 o'clock, the 
house adjourned. 

IV'ednesduy, July7. After the reading of the jour- 
nal—Mr. Howard, of Michigan, arose and stated 
that while the distribution bill was under discus- 
sion yesterday evening, in consequence of sudden 
indisposition he was compelled to absent himself 
from the hall, and for that reason was not present 


on the state of the union, 

Mr..2herion moved toamend this motion, by add- 
ing the tollowing instructions, viz: 

“To report a provision that the nett proceeis of 
sales ot the public lands shall be appropriated and 
applied to the defence cf the country, in the com- 
pletion of the works specified in the bill, and shall 
be thus applied and appropriated yearly, until the 
said works shall be completed." 

The chair decided this motion nol to he in order, 
as it was in direct conflict with the refusal of the 

| house, last evening, to reconsider the vote by which 
it had passed a bill making a different application of 
the proceeds of the public lands. 

From this decision Mr. Atherton took an appeal. 

The question of order was argued for some time 
by Messrs. Atherlon, Fillmore, Calhoun, Cave John- 
son, Bidlack and Bolts. When 

Mr. Stanly moved to lay the appeal of Mr. Ather- 
ton on the table. 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and the mo- 
tion to lay the same on the table was carried: yeas 
108, nays 77, 

And the bill reported by Mr. Fillmore, after a 
motion for the previous question had been made hy 
Mr. Morgan, and carried, was referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Wise, from the commitiee on naval affairs, 
reported a bill making an appropriation for the pur- 
| chase of naval ordnance and ordnance stores, and 
for other purposes, accompanied by a report in 

writing; which was referred to a coinmittee of the 
whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Thomas Butler Hing, from the same com- 
mittee, made a report on the expediency of provid- 
ing for the support of a home squadron, accompa- 
fied by a bill making appropriations for the pay 
and subsistence of such squadron; which was re- 
ferred to a committee of the whole on the state of 
the union. 

Ordered, on motion of Mr. Adams, that 5.000 a4- 
ditional copies of the report and bill be printed. 


On mo'ion of Mr. Williams, of Conn. 

_ Ordered, That the clerk of the house be direeted to 
furnish the committee on mileage with a set of maps, 
eontaining the post roads and distances, in order to 
enable said committee to. ascertain and report the. dis- 
tances of the members of this house—the cost not to 
exceed seventy-five dollars. 

Mr. Warren moved to suspend the rules in order 
to take up ard considera resolution reported by 
him yesterday confining every gentleman to a 
speech of one hour. 

The motion prevailed; ayes 148, noes 53. 
rules were suspended. 

The resolution having been suspened, Mr. W. 
observed that the reasons for this resolution were 
fully understood, moved the previous question; it 
was seconded, put, and carried, and the main ques- 
tion beinz ou the adoption of the resolution, it was 
carried by yeas and nays as follows: yeas 1t1, nays 
|75. Mr. W. then moved to reconsider the vote, 
[and demanded the previous question; which pre- 
| vailed, and the reconsideration was rejected. 
|. The house then, ou motion of Mr. Fillmore, went 
into committee of the whole on the state ol tbe 
union, ( Mr. Briggs, of Mass. in the chair). 

Mr. Underwood moved to take up the bill making 
provision for the maintenance of lunatics in the 
District of Columbia. The motion prevailed—ayes 
; 110. The bil? having been read through, Mr. 
Cushing moved to strike out the preamble, 

Mr. Underwood concurred in the motion. 

And the preamble was stricken out, and the first 
section verbally amended. 

A discussion arose on the merits of the bill, in 
which Messrs. C. Johnson, Underwood, Rosevelt, 
Weller, Steenrod, Mallory, J. T. Mason, Morgan, 
| Sergeant, Browne aud Raadall, of Maryland, parti- 
cipated. 

The bill was read through, and then laid on the 
table to be reported to the house. 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, the committee next 
‘took up the bill making provision fora loan of 
| twelve millions of dollais, irredeemable for eight 
| years. 
| The vill was read through, and then read by sec- 
| tions 

Mr. Fillmore went into a general analysis of the 


So the 


when the vote was taken upon the final passage of | bill, and concluded with a brief comparison between 
the bill; that it was his intention to vote in the at- |a loan and treasury notes as a measure of supply, 
firmative, and, therefore, ask leave to record his vote | and avowe his preference for a loan as more con- 
in favor of the bill. | venient and also more open and manly. 

The speaker replied that leave could not be grant- | Mr. Gordon rose and expressed his disapproba- 
ed bnt by unanimous consent, | tion of the bill, and having concluded, Mr. Fillmore 

Objection being made, leave was denied. | moved tor the rising of the committee; which mo- 

Mr. Fillmore, from the committee of ways and tion prevailing, tlie committee rose, aud reported 
means, reported a bill, making appropriations for | the District bill for the relief of the insane, and re- 
various fortifications, for ordnance, and for prevent- | ported progress on the loan bill; when, on motion of 
ing and suppressing [odian bostilities. Mr. F. mov- | Mr. Fillmore, the house adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE. 

ANTHRACITE coaL. The United States Gazette states 
that 1.731 boats, averaging Sf tons each, have passed 
the Fairmount weigh locks since the opening of the 
navigation to tbe first instant, of which number 1.523 
destined for the Philadelphia and 293 fur the New York 
market, 

ATLANTIC STEAMERS. 


Departure, From England. From N. York. 
Great Western July 14 August 7 
Great Wesiera Sep. 1 Sept. 25 
From Liverpool. From Boston. 
Columbia June 4 July 1 
Britannia June 19 July 17 
Caledonia July 4 Aug. l 


Biocraruy or James Moxmor. Samuel Gonver- 
neur, esq. is engaged in writing the biography of James 
Monroe, which will probably be one of the most inte- 
resting that has been published in this country. Mr. 
G. teing the son in-law of Mr. Monroe. and having 
had bequeathed to him all the papers of that illustrious 
statesman, will be enabled to accomplish his under- 
taking with singular advaatages. 


Casa. We are given to understand that the instruc- 
tions given to sir Henry Pottinger, on. proceeding as 
commissioner to Canton to supercede captain Elliot, 
were warlike against the Chinese to an extreme de- 
gree. [London Courier. 


Corton. The demand has improved, and a slight 
advance in price, at the last dates from England. 

At Charleston last week 3,134 bales Upland sold at 
8 10133 cents, 339 Sea Island at 24 to 40. The better 
qualities in demand. 


Crors. The harvest south of us, has heen gathered, 
and north of usis now being secured. His presumed 
from the tenor of the public papers which reach ns 
that the product has been about an average in this 
section of the nnion, the same south of us, and. rather 
over 2u avarage north of us. We have noticed but 
few complaints from any direction; and therefrom 
infer an abundance of the fruits of the earth 10 sup- 
ply our wants fur the season, aud a considerable sur- 
plus to releve the wants of others—if they will. only 
allow us to offer it to them. 

The wheat crop of Michigan, it is thought will reach 
between 4,000.000 and 5,000,000 bushels. 

Accounts from Texas state, ihat their etops promise 
a most Juxuriant harvest. 


Dearus during the last week, in the city of Balti- 
more 93; twenty-six of which were under two years 
of age, 9 free colored and 3 slaves. 

Nine soldiers, attached to an English regiment, sta- 
tioned at the falls on the Canada side, deseried and at- 
tempted to reach the opposite shore by swimming across 
the river, in Which attempt only two were successful, 
the remaining seven having been drowned while on 
their way aeross. 


Fires. Tt is stated in a letter from Carlsruhe that on 
the night of the 23d. ult. the small town of Parsberg 
was enttrely burnt down; 224 houses were consumed. 

An extensive conflagration at the town of Creditan, 
Devonshire, had entirely destroyed no less than forty 
dwelling houses. 

Astley's Amphi-theatre, was destroyed for the third 
time in its history, wih all its contents—including the 
Belingtonn tournament suits of armor. Mr. Ducrow's 
loss is £10,000, and no insurance. About 80 honses 
in the neighborhood were destroyed and one woman 
lost her life. 

Frovg. At Boston commands tram $5 75 to $6 00; 
at N. York $5 56; at Puiladelphia $5 50; at Baltimore 
$550 to $5 62; Alexsndria 95 50 store price, $5 124 
fiom wagons. Inspections at Alexandria for the quar- 
ter ending 20th. June, 11,152 barrels 445 half barrels. 


Fucitive stave. The brig Woodsenck, capt. Davis, 
says the Savannah Georgian, of the 19th iust. arrived 
at tliis port yesterday, from Boston, had on board a ne- 
uro slave named Peter, the property of Jona lian Lucas, 
of Charleston, S. C. who was found secreted an board 
the British. ship Wilson, tron Charleston, bound to 
Liverpool, who, two days ont, fell in with the brig Re- 
pointer, capt. Hawthorn, from Havana, bond to Bos- 
ton, bound ta Boston, and put the said fagitive slave 
on board, with a request, that immediately on his arri- 
val at ibat port, he would pat liim on board the fi 
ves-cl bound to the south, which he did, by delivering 
him to erptain Davis. 

Gavexa. A shipment of 250 sacks of wheat has 
heen made from Galena for below—the first ever ex- 
ported from that part of the country. 


Harvard conLrror. The Boston Mail states that a 


grent deal of excitement prevailed among the officers | 
und students of Harvard college, at the discovery of an | 
buildings, near the lihbrary.— | 


attempt ta fire one of the 
A train of powder was lind, eoninumeatinz: with the 
library, and had it not been for the visitant exertions ed 
u tutor and a professor, the valuable hlrary, containing 
upwards of 450,000. v oliines, cct isve of duplicates 
would have been totally destroyed 

Harvard college, snva the Boston Courier, is in n state 
af complete insubordinanon and disorder, The stu- 
den's refuse toatiend at the re notations, or to subiit in 
nny other way to the authority of the officers. "They 
have put forth verbally, a “second declaisnion of inde- 
pendence,” and demand the expulsion of onc of the tu- 
tura "The officers, of course, refuse them this small 
lavor, being mure accustomed to expel students than 
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tutors. The burning of a wooden building on the col- 
lege ground, a few days ago, is supposed to be connect- 
ed with these troubles. The affair grew ant of an at- 
| tempt to suppress a “Hasty Pudding club.” 
| Later accounts state that harmony has been restored 
again. 


ITARRODSBURG CELEBRATION. ‘The sixty-sixth anni- 
versary of the settlement of Kentucky, was celebrated 
at Harrodsburg on the 16th and 17th inst. On the 16th, 
between 7 and 10,000 persons, among them about 1,500 
ladies, were present. On the 17th an oration was de- 
livered by the hon. Benj. Nardin. Eight or ten military 
companies, artillery, infantry and cavalry, comprising 
abont 400 men, united in the celebration. The venera- 
ble Mrs. Harrod was present; she is now well stricken in 
years, and to a great degree bed-ridden, yet her eye hag 
the same eagle glance thai it had when she looked on, 
undismayed, at the deadly conflicts between the In- 
dians and the whites. Mrs. Thomas and Mrs. Wilson 
were also there, two of the relies of those times of 
blood and danger. ‘These venerable matrons are now 
all (with the exception of Mrs. French), who survive of 
the litle company of females who first penetrated the 
forests of the dark and bloody ground. Of the old pio- 
neers of that period, we saw bul few, and none of them 
were known tous by name, except Mr. John Ward, ot 
Ohioconuty, whois the only survivor of the gallant band 
by whom McAfce’s station was defended.” 


INTEMPERANCE 15 GREAT Briraiy. It is estimated 
that twenty millions of gallons oi spiritous liquors, are 
annually consumed—bringing a revenue to govern- 
ment, by duties and excise, of between seven and eight 
millions of pounds sterling! Rev. J. Ford, in his ob- 
servations on the temperance pledge, says that in the 
course of one year 95,000 offenders, through drunken- 
ness ulone, were committed to prison in England and 
Wales. In the metropohtan suburbs, the year 1831 
witnessed uo fewer than 21,351 persons, many of them 
juvenile delinquents, taken into eustody, the victims of 
intemperance alone. The same authority states that 
one-half of all madness, three-fourths of all beggary, 
and four-fifths af all crime, are occasioned by drunken- 
ness. 


Loans. The New York canal commissioners have 
advertised for a loan of $190,000 for the enlargement of 
the rie eanal—$947,500 for the construction of the Ge- 


nesee Valley canal—and $22,500 for the construction 
of the Black river canal. 


McLeop case. The New York American says, that 
the decision of the supreme coartof that state, now in 
session at Utica, in the case of MeLeod will be given 
iu a few days. All the members of the court have pre- 
pared written opinions. 


Matz robbers. Nine cases of mail robbery were 
tried 1n the late U. S. district coart, held at Canan- 
daigua. The parties indicted were George Wright, 
stage driver, Levi Velley, boatman, Jolin D. Wright, 
elerk in the post office, at Newark, Henry C. Gilbert, 
assistant in th 
Harrington — Mills and — Hutchinson. These last 
two, with Vealey and John D. Wright, robbed in con- 
cert. Wright confessed and was admitted to testify 
on behalf of the United States. Mills gave bail and 
absconded, and Hutchinson was never arrested. The 
robberies committed by tbese parties were extensive 
and long continued. 

Charles Laneaster, late postmaster in Carrolton, in 
Illinois, was tried at the late term of the U. S. court in 
Springfield, on an indictment. for purloining money 
from letters, and sent to the penitenuary for ten years, 

James McCabe, charsed with having robbed the 
mail between Springticld and Shelbyville, plead guilty, 
and was sentenced to ten ycurs imprisonment at hard 
labor in the penitentiary. 

M. W. Andrews, of Paris, who was apprehended on 
suspicion of having rubbed the mail, was releayed—no 
indictment having been found against him—the proofs 
not being sufficient to support the charge. 


Tue MILK stcxxess. "The Louisville Journal states 
that further experience in Indiana and Illinois has es- 
tablished the fact tha! “milk sickness” may be prevent- 
| ed by salting the cattle freely. 


MonwoxiTES.. The shi 
from Bristol on the 26th 
vessel are Mornronites, 
arc attended by two of 
looking people. 


Ilarmony arrived at Quebec 
vit. all the passengers by which 
on their way to Hhnois. "They 
their prophets, and are decent 


New York canats. There were received for tolls 
onthe New York state canals during the last weck in 
| June, 1311, $63,703 55 
| Same period in 1310, 48,094 20 


Excess in favor of 1941, $17.009 35 

There were reecived for tolls during the month. of 
| Jnae, 1811, $234,277 09 
Same period in 1940, 205,918 61 


Increase in 1811, 

| Purrsncna TRADE with Mexico. 
tellizancer s 
with Santa Fe, Chichuahne, und the leading towns of 
| Mexico, are gradually increasing. Six horse wagons 
lure construcied in Pittsburg, loaded with assorted 
(goods from New York and Philadelphia, transported 
| to Independence m Missouri, and there driven across 
the country to Mexico, where they were sold and paid 
for in specie or the best funds. 


The Vittsburg In- 


e office at Gaines, Alfred Totton, John | 
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PreswentiaL. The Pennsylvanians are taking the 
field early for the next canvass. The “Old Tronsides 
club” recently formed at Philadelphia are already com- 
promitted for commodore Srewarr. The Harrisburg 
Chronicle comes ont in favor of general Scott, and_is 
for insutating “Chippaway elubs” and trying “Old 
Chip" as a substitute for “Old Tip." The Harrisburg 
Telegraph takes the same direction. 


Pubic Lanns. The public sales of the publie lands, 
advertised to take place at Chicago and Dixon, in the 
state of Illinois, have been indefinitely postponed, in 
consequence of urgent representations from the settlers 
in that country against the sales being made at the 
present time. 


Rep river Rart. Colonel Long, of the United 
States corps of engineers, has just completed a survey 
of the raft, and is led to believe that the $75,000 appropri- 
ated by congress will suffice to clear itoat entirely, and 
keep the river clear in future. 


SHorT session. The legislature of Rhode Island 
adjourned on Saturday, after a session of three days 
aud n half, What a happy thing it would be if our 
national congress would take this legislature asa mo- 
del. [Sun. 


STATE pests. All the states have provided for the 
payment of the interest due on the Ist inst. on their 
several loans, except Mississippi and Indiana. The 
former has made no effort to meet her obligation; Indi- 
ana on the contrary imposed a tax and appropriated 
funds, but placed a restriction upon the operations of 
her agents, which prevented their effecting a negotia- 
tion. 


STEEL, of an excellent quality, is now manufactured 
at Pittsburg. 


Sreamers. The Acadia arrived at Halifax from 
Boston on the 18th, took in 32 additional passengers, 
and probably left the same evening for Liverpool. 


Sreamboats. The Clarksville, capt. Irvin, of Nash- 
ville, suck a snag about twenty miles below Point 
Chicot, Mississippi river, and sunk in two minntes.— 
Boat and cargo a total luss. Passengers and crew 
(except two negra deek hands, supposed to be drown- 
ed). were all saved on the npper eabin, which parted 
from the hall as the boat went down. Most of the 
persons on hoard, floated on this wreck for the dis- 
tance of eighteen miles. 'Fhe ladies, three or finr in 
number, were landed ina skiff, at the distanee of eight 
or ten miles. "The whole were relieved in three or four 
hours by the steamer Eliza, of and for St. Louis. 


SrTocks, U.S. bank of Pa. nt New York 182181. 


Svreiwes.. During the year 1839 there were 2,747 
suicides in France. 

Stavers. From the Ist July, 1540, to the 3rd April, 
1841, eleven slavers were eaptured by British cruisera 
on the coast of Africa, and carried into St. Helena— 
on board of which were found fourteen hundred and 
seventy-three slaves. 


. The packet ship London left New York 
Ist inst. having $60,000 from oue house ou board. 


Swartwour. It is stated that Mr. Charles W. 
Dayton, who went out in the Great Western, is to 
bring back Samuel Swartwout, who is reported to be 
residing in Londen in great penury. 

A New York paper says that, among other thinga 
which have been developed in the course of the cus- 
toni house investigation, is the fact ihat Samuel Swart- 
wout's defuleation amounted. 10 only about $400,000, 
and that the remaining $600,000 were pocketed by his 
successors, and very unceremoniously petto his ac- 
count. 


A THIEF DETECTOR has been invented hy a Mr. W. 
P. Banüer, of Boston, which is a piece of machinery 
introduced into locks, and d pe an nir chamber. 
When the machinery is setin motion, it opens a whis- 
tle like that attached to the locomotives. which con- 
tinues to blow and sauud an alarm until the machine 
is ran down. 


Tin. The tim ore lately discovered in Jackson» 
Coos county, New Hampshire, by Dr. Jackson, the 
state geulogist, is said to be very abundant. It is the 
only place in the United States where tin ore has been 
fonnd iz any quantity. In fact, there are but three or 
four tin. mines in. the wide world, where the article is 
produced ou an extensive scale. 

''onAcco. Maryland. inferior and common | are iu 
demand at $4a$4 50; middhng and good $5a$7 50; 
better qualines though in less demand, command $8 a 
$38 50 for goud, and $9 ta $13 for fine. 

Ohio fully sustains former rates, viz: common to 
middling $f 50 to $5 25; good $5 50 to $6; fine red 
and wrappery 88 to $12; price yellow $7 50 to $12, 

The inspections of the weck ‘comprising 456 bhds. 
Maryland; 401 hhds. Obio; 13 hhds. Kentucky; 1 
hhd. Pennsylvania; and 1H. hhds. Virginia—total 885 


SPECIE. 
on the 


$19,358 48 | hhds. 


Univrersity or Vigcivia..— Judae HY St. George 


ys, the trade and commerce of that city | Tucker, president of the court of appeals, has. been 


elected by the visiters to the professorship of law of the 
university of Virginia. "l'he advocate predicts for this 
appointment general approbation. 

The general coart ot Virginia have decided to admit 
to bail young Semmes, who is confined. charged with 
the murder of professor Davis, of the Virginia univer- 
sity. The bail exacted is $25,000. 
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APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and 
wih the advice aud consent of the senate. 

Joseph Eve, charge d'atlaires to Texas. 

Isaac Raun Jackson, charge d'affaires to Den- 
mark. 

Walter Forward, frst comptroller of the treasury 
of the U. S. 

Elisha Whittlesey, auditor of the treasury for the 
post office department of the U. 8. 

Paul Ross:gnol, snpertüteudent of the branch mint 
at Dahlonega, in ihe state ol Georia. 

Captains Win. M. Crane and David Conner, to 
be coiamissioners of the navy board. 

Fiteh W. Taylor, Thompson 8. Harris and Chas. 
H. Alden, to be chaplains in the navy. 

Nuvy agents. 

Jackson Morton, for tlie port of Pensacola, Fa. 

Timothy Upham, lur the poit of Portsmouth, N. 
Hampshire. 


viltorney. 


Charles Anthony, attorney of the United States 
for the district ol Ohio. 


Marshals. 


Gervais Fontenot, lor the western district of Loui- 
siana. 
Demos Adams, for the district of Ohio, 
Willian B. Blackbuin, for the distinct of Ken- 
tucky. 
OFFICERS OF THE CUSTOMS— Colleelors. 


Jeremiah Brooks, at York, Maine, vice Josh, P. 
Jurkius. 

Juseph Thompsou, at Fairfield, Conr. vice Sa- 
muel Simons. 

John N. sheiburue, at Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire. 

Henry Addison, at Georgetown, Distriet of Co- 
Iuinbra. 

James G. Humpton, at Bridgeton, New Jersey. 

Henry W. Kinsman, at Newburyport, Mass. 

Chas. W. Kelso, at Presque Isle, Pa. 

Chas. M. Saath, at Perth Amboy, N. J. 

Moses Shaw, at Wiscasset, Me, 

Naval officers, 
John McClintock, at Portsinouth, N. Hampshire, 
Thomas M. Clark, at Newburyport, Mass. 
Surveyors, 

George II. Cockrell, at Dumfries, Virginia. 

Robert E-linands, at Carter’s Creek, Virginia. 

Elkanah French, at Bristol, Rhode Island. 

Henry Curtis, at Madisonville, Louisiana. 

Win. J. Edelen, at. Llewellensburg, Mary land, 
vice Aloysius, Thompson, 

Giles R Halam, at Stonington, Conn. vice Ben- 
jamin Poineroy. 

Martin Feasure, af Swansborough, N.C. 

Stephen Damel, at Solem, Mass. 

Appraiser, 

Robert M. Wellnan, at New Orleans, La. vice 
Cyrus Bradley. 

LAND OFFICERS— Surveyor general. 

William Pelliatn, tor Arkansas, 

Registers. 
Wiiliam Polk, at l'oit Wayne, Indiana. 
Williain T. Noel, at Crawlordsville, Indiana. 
Receivers. 

Samuel Lewis, at Put Wayae, Indiana. 

Wio. G. Armstrong, at Jotlorsonville, Indiana. 

Jereiniah Grover, at Wineinae, Indiana. 

Deputy postmasiers. William Jones, at Washing- 
ton, D. C ; Wilian Debays, at New Orleans; Piatt 
B. Fairchild, at Ogdensburg, N. Y, Wiha Stu- 
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art, at Chicago, Ill; Chailes L. Porter, at Hartford, 
Conn. 


RestGNaTion. On Saturday last, the hon. John 
! Davis, district judge of the United States for the 
| district of Massachiusetis. resignei] that. office, tbe 
duties of Which he had worthily discharged during 
a period of forty years. 


TARIFF OF DUTIES OF VENEZUELA. Depart. 
ment of state July 12, 1341. Information has been 
officially received froin the government of Vene- 
zuela ol the following changes in the tariff ot du- 
ties on exports and imports of that republic, which 
changes are to take effect from and alter the first 
| day of July: 
| 1. All duties on exports from the ports of the re- 
publie cease. 

2. The following articles will hereafter be ad- 
mitted iuto those ports free from import duty: 

Bricks, bran, inoulds for sugar inills, living ani- 
mals of all kinds, ploughs, pease, rice, oats, searfs 
lor the use of churches, drills, casks and barrels, 
pumps of wood or iron tor irrigation, coal, carts or 
wagons, wheelbarrows, surphees and other gar- 
| nents for priests, collections of hooks of music or 
{drawings and paper prepared for musie or draw- 
| ngs, columns of all kinds for buildings, iran cook- 
lug stoves, jackets, staves, juniper berries, baggage 
of passengers, statues of all sorts, capper or tron 
sugar or still boilers, dutch ovens, beans, engrav- 
| ings, mathematical or other seientifie Instruinents, 
boats of iron or wood, set up or in pieces, lentils, 
parts of sugar mills, printed books and maps, files, 
Indian corn, apples, cotton gins, machines for 
dredging, mining, spinning, weaving, shelling corn, 
Steam engines, gold and silver, paus of eopper, brass, 
or zinc, potatoes, printiag paper, carriage and cart 
wheels, seeds, brushes. 

3. The duties on the following artieles bave been 
diminished, and will in luture be thus: 


Boots for men, the pair, $1 00 
Do. for buys, do. 75 
Pitch, the quintal, 1 00 
Beer in bottles, the dozen, 80 
Do. in otlier vessels, arrnba, 50 
Broons of all soits, the dozen, 50 
Pepper, the quintal, 3 00 
Slates, each 6 
Tallow im lump, the quintal, 2 00 
i Do. manulaetured, do. 4 00 
Cider in bottles, the duzen. 80 
Do. in other vessel-, arroba, 50 
White pine boards, the 1,000 feet, 4 ü0 
Pitch pine boards, do. 6 00 
Shoes lor men, the pair, 30 
Do. for women do. 2 
Do. for children, do. 6 


THE MEDITERRANEAN SQUADRON. Correspon- 
denge in relation to tlie returu ot the Mediterranean 
squadron to the United States. 


Navy department, June 16, 1841. 

The seerefary of the navy, to whoin lias been 
referred the resolution of the senate of the 12th 
inst. requesting the jiesident of the United States 
to cause to be communicated to that budy, “il not 
invompoteble with ibe publie interest, the cornes- 
pondence of the minister in Eoglind with the of- 
ficeis ot the Mediterranean squadion, ii eouse- 
quence ol which tbe sq iadioa ett tbat statum, and 
tte despatehcs of captain Bolton to the secretary 


of the navy connected with that movement,” has 
the honor to 1epoit to the president the accompany- 
ing paper, er tracing ihe coricspondence and de- 
spatehes called fur. Respeetlully submitted. 

GEO. E. BADGER, 


To the president of the United States. 


U. S. firgute Brandywine, 
OF Long islanti, Muy 9, 1841. 
Sır: [have confided to the rev. Mr Stewart tlie 
delivery of my d: spatches, to the departinent, which 
will inlorm atot the cueumstances that influenced 
me in quitiing the Meditenaneay to return to the 
United 3taies. 
The ship has anived in condition for any pvr- 
pose the government imay designate, and Í shall 


ca 


j | States, 


py fo ineet its wishes. The officers 
- M fist rate character; have acted in 

their discipline and practiee perfect, 
and Itas — re trust that no necessity may exist of 
separatir — 3e from the other. 

On any joint on which you may need informa- 
tion farther than what the accompanying doci- 
ments aflord, I refer you to Mr. Stewart, who has 
been in elose association with me sinee I left home; 
and, ignorant of any present circumstances which 
may at once determine the department in the fr- 
ture employment of this ship, I would venture with- 
out delay to express, through him, my own views 
and wishes in the ease. 

I have instructed this gentleman to await the 
| pleasure of the departinent; as soon as that is un- 
derstood, he is to return tome. If your duties ad- 
mit of it, I would be gratified to receivea visit Iiron 
you. 

My intention is to keep every body by the ship 
uuthil I hear from yon. 

In coming home, I forego the attraetions of the 
Mediterranean, and place at your disposal an ef- 
fective ship, so far as she can he rendered such by 
my aid, which inay be needed by you, I vave the 
honor to be, sir, very respee!fully, your obedient 
servant, W. C. BOLTON, captain. 
To the hon. secretary of the navy, Washingion. 


Minutes of proceedings of a council composed of the 
commanders of vessels of the Mediterranean squad- 
ron, under the command of com. Isaac Hull. 


On the 24th day of March, A. D. 1811, com- 
inodore Hull issued his orders, calling a meeting on 
| board the United States ship Ohio, in the harhor of 
Mahon, island of Minorca, at 11 o'clock, A. M. of 
the same day, of the following officers, viz: captain 
Willam Compton Bolton, commanding the U. S, 
Ingate Brandy wine, captain Elie A. L. Lavallette, 
eommanding the U. S. ship Ohio, and eommander 
| Ralph Voorhees, commanding the U. S. sloop-of- 
j War Preble. 

The officers named assembled in the poop-deek 
cabin of the United States ship Ohio, in the pre- 
sence of com. Isaac Hull, on the day and at the time 
required. 

Com. Hull briefly slated the objects of the meet- 
ing; and to more fully elucidate it, directed his se- 
cretary to read the following, viz: 
|! GENTLEMEN: Com. Holl desires to say, lie. has 
called you 1ogether for the purpose of placing be- 
lore you a letter be has feceived from the minister 
ee the United States at the court of Great Britain, 

enclosing publications taken from the newspapers 
in relation to the existing difficulties which exist 
between the United States and Great Britain; that 
he is without instrnetions from the government in 
relation to those difficulties; and, under the cireum- 
stances of the case, lie deems it- necessary that some 
preparatory movement should take place in the 
squadion uader his command, : 

Co.nmodore Hull, therefore, desires to hear your 
views In relation to that measure, and statcs as his 
own the following, viz: There are three positions 
Which the squadron eau selcet from; Ist, to proceed 
to Tonlon, where the earliest inlorination. could he 
received, and Where p. rhaps instruetions from the 
government of the U, States would probably reach 
mm earlier then ai any other point... 2d, to proceed 
jout of the Meditrianean 10 some point where he 
could here the result of the existing diffieultivs; and 
3d, to put the squadion io golion to return to the U. 
The last, however, without more d: finite 
information ortostracticn from the navy department, 

coim. Huil is not much in favor af. Com. Hull de- 
sires tu hear your sentiments on those propostlions, 
jand will also be glad fo lear any others that may 
strike you as better adapted to the present doubtlul 
{and uncertain position in whieh he is lett. 

| After this, the said secretary to commodore Hull 
| Was directed to read the letter hereunto appended, 
2 his excelleney, A. Stevenson, United States 


] feel mo: 
and cre, 
great u, 
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convoy, dated “London, Marei Sth, 1841," and fiom 
John Hare Powell, esq. dated London, “March Hth, 
1541," when the following views aad sentitients 
were expressed by captain Wia. Compton Bolton: 
That he had reflected upon this subject, and was at 
first impressed. with the behet that the squadron 
should at onee proceed to Toulon, but that, on furs 
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ther consideration, he was convinced that the pro- 
per and only available course to pursue was to leave 
the Mediterranean, and to proceed outside, where 
information of events, aid the actual state of affairs 
could be learned, by or {roi vessels traversing be- 
tween the U, States and Great Britain; and if hosti- 
lities were to be resorted lo, the squadron would 
then beso situated as to be enabled to render efti- 
cient aid at sea, or might yroceed to the U. States 
where its services would be available on the coast, 
or in our harbors; the ships might be converted into 
moving harhor batteries, to be manned by militia or 
soldiers, and our seatnen disposed of on the lakes, or 
to advantage otherwise. Auother very great con- 
sideration 19, that by taking this course, the policy 
or plan ol our government in conducting the threat- 
ening war, and of which we are now entirely igno- 
rant, would be ascertained. And in case of a fa- 
vorable termination ot the existing ditficuities the 
squadron could return to the Mediterranean, and re- 
sume its station there. 

The views of capt. Bolton were fully assented to 
by capt. Elie A. T. Lavallette, aud by com. Ralph 
Voorhees. 

And to which com. Hull replied, E am prepared 
10 pursue that course. 

It was then suggested by captain Wm. Compton 
Bolton, that definite action on the inovements of 
ihe squadron, had better be suspended until it 
should be ascertainedat a French steamer fiom T'ou- 
lon, then about eutering the harbor of Mahon, 
brought later news than was already at hand, which 
suggestion was adopted, aud (he council broke up. 

It having been ascertained that the French steamer 
brought no information to change the views already 
formed, expressed and assented to, the officers be- 
fore named, again met on the same day in Mahon, 
at halt past one o'clock, P. M. when a verbal order 
was given by com. Isaac Hull, to the following ef- 
fect, viz: that every preparation should be made to 
proceed to sea to-morrow, the 25th day of March, 
A. D. 1841. 

The loregoing minutes contain the views express- 
ed, in corroboration of which, we hereunto affix our 
names. 

Done in Mahon, island of Minorca, the 24th day 
of March, 1331. W. C. Botton, captain. 

E. A. T. LAVALLETTE, 
RALPH VOORHEES, com'r. 
Isaac HuLr, commander-in- 
j chief of the U. S. naval force in the Mediterranean. 
Altest: JoHN ETHERIDGE, 
commodore’s secretury. 

The foregoing is a true copy. 

JOHN ETHERIDGE, com. sec. 


London, March 8, 1841. 
Dear sig: Allbough T am ignorant of your plans, 
and take it lor granted you hear regularly from our 
government, I yet deein it proper to write and ap- 
prise you of the excitement which prevails here and 


the fears which ioany entertain that we may be forced | 


into war with Greal Britan. Allthongh, in my opi- 
nion, such will not be the mimediate result, it is by 
no means improbable that this may be the case. ‘The 
altair of the Caroline steamer, destroyed ut Schlosser 
an 1837, and the imprisonment of McLeod, together 
with the boundary question, are the immediate causes 
of the excitement which now prevails in both coun- 
tries. The airival of the “United States” packet a 


few days ago, and the West Chester last night, bring | 


accounts of the 161h of February. D send you the 
‘Times of this morning, containing the report of the 
comioittee on loreign relations, in the house of re- 
piesentatives, with a short debate onit. [ received 
no communication or papers from Washington. 1 
hasten to apprise you of the present state of things, 
to enable you to decide what steps 1t may be proper 
to take with our squadron in. the Meditesranean.— 


Would it not be the most judicious course to get) 


nearer home, and within reach of orders from the 
departinen? Unless you bave strong reasons for 
remaining, and of which 1 know nothing, I should 
think it the safer and more prudent course toreturn. 
I beg, however, that you will judge for yourself, 
for really it is a matter of which ] know very little. 
1 shall be glad to bear from you, as soon as you 
have decided what you mean todo. In haste, be- 
lieve me, dear sir, your obedient servant, 
A. STEVENSON. 
Com. Isaac Hull, care of Frick, Brothers § Co. 
Murscillcs 
[CONFIDENTIAL] 
London, Murch 11, 1811. 

When war is threatened, the hero ot the constitu- 
fion 1s present to the mind of every American, | 
Teter you, my dear sir, to the enclosed extracts from 
the ministertal and opposition journals, the Chro- 
picle and Times. My opportunities certainly are 
not small, as 1 am in daily converse with members 
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of both houses of parliament, and 1 regret to find 
that in private as well as in debate, the most decid- 
ed tone ot hostility prevails through all parties. 
The tories bave declared in the speeches of lord 
Stanly and sir Robert Peel, of sir Henry Harding, 
of Mr. Smith O'Brien, their fixed determination 
to defend the position taken by the cabinet in rela- 
tion to the demand in regard to MeLeod. Lord 
Palmerstan stated, in the house of commons, or 
the 9th February, that the oltimatum had been 
sent that night to Mr. Fox. Lord Melbourne 
stated in the house of lords on the same even- 
ing that measnres had been taken to uphold 
the honor and dignity of the nation, and to *'suc- 
cour" MeLeod. These remarks produced in both 
houses and fiom all sides loud and continued cheer- 
ing. 
Mr. S. and all men agrecd as to the meaning of 
the term “succour,” when applied to a man in pri- 
son and in a foreign country. Notice the prepara- 
lions for defence, the violent and warlike tone of 
the coromittee of foreign relations, the reports and 
resolutions ia the legislature of Maine, the para- 
graphs ol the ministerial journal, the Chronicle, stat 
ing that workroen are employed iu relays by night 
and by day to force into readiness the steam fri- 
gates for the American coast. Read the report 
that ten sail of the line are ordered to assemble 
at Gibraltar in consequences of the trial of Mc- 
Leod. 

lam aware that an American minister wrote to 
you two days since; but in his absence from London 
lor tbe day, I venture, with the approval of Mr. 
Rush the secretary of legation, to communicate 
the news justarrived. Mr. Rush's brother, of your 
squadron, has many of the facts i this important 
question. 

You will pardon an American whose intrusion 
proeeeds from a desire that Hull shall be prepared 
for his enemy, to add lustre to his name and glory 
to his country. E am, my dear sir, most truly vours, 

JÓIIN HARE POWELL. 

I open my letter to say Mr. Rush has heard this 

letter, and entirely approves it. 


Orders of March 25, 1841. 
U. S. ship Ohio. port Mahon, March 25, 1841. 

Srr: Circumstances render it necessary to make 
rather a hasty movement in the squadron under my 
command. 

1 have, therefore, to direct that you proceed to sea, 
and make the best of your way out of the Mediter- 
ranean. You will endeavor, either by speaking 
vessels or by touching at some port, to ascertain the 
state of affairs between the United States and Great 
Britain. In case of war you will use every exer- 
tion to proteet yourself and command, and toan- 
noy the enemy, cruising as long as your provisions 
aud other circumstances Will adimit of, and when a 
javorable opportunity offers, you will ron into soine 
port of the United States and report to the secretary 
of the navy. Much, however, most be left to your 
own judgment. Should you ascertain that quiet- 
ness has been restored, yon will return. to the Me- 
diterranean, touching at Mahon, where you will 
propably hear froma me. Very respectfully, Tai, 
sir, your obedient servant, 

ISAAC HULL, cammander-in- 
chief of the U.S. naval force in the Mediterranean, 
Captain Wm. C. Bolton, commanding U. S. fri- 
gate Brandywine, pot Mahon. 


Memorandum. 
U. S. frigale Brandywine, at sca, April 10, 1941. 
The squadron sailed from Mahon on tlie 25th of 
March, Alter keeping company with commodore 


Hull for nine days, contending forthe greater part | 


of the tine, with adverse winds, or delayed by calms, 
from getting out ofthe Mediterranean, which was a 
first object, I determined to make the best of my way 
and shift for myselt, although the commodore had 
implicd a wish, verbally, that [would accompany 
him past the rock of Gibraltar. 


Al the time of our departure, it was believed that | 


the ships wauld prove equal sailers—that we should 
be favored hy winds—have a good run out, and 
could easily therefore, accommodate each other. 
‘The reverse turned out the ease; enr ship surpass- 
ed the Ohio in an astonishing manner; and I am 


| confident a loss of at least sixty miles ensued to us 


irom this inequality. of sailing, and my manmuvres 
to keep near him; which loss might lave placed 
me, equally with himself, in the power of the heavy 


force reported as being on its way fo capture or) 


blockade ns, Such support as L conld give the 
Olio would avail, comparatively, but little, aud it 
sevmed to ime, the surest way to avoid encumbrance 
to either, and to give chanee for distinction, secu- 
lity or escape to both, was to separate, If war ex- 
ists with such a power as Great Biitain, it cannot 


be the policy of our government to cruize in squa- 
dron on the ocem. 

The views interchanged between commodore Hull 
and his captains, at Malou, could not have under- 
gone any material change, else he would have com- 
inunicafed it by signal; or by a boat, which on one 
occasion | sent to him at sea. It was apparent to 
me, that he could procure no information fiom the 
vessels passing in the Mediterranean, to be relied 
on, because it could only he derived through inte- 
rested channels—such as British steamers, or 
sources of doubtful authority—or of a date so re- 
cent as that which came to our knowledge at Ma- 
hon. By delay danger was increasing, aud by my 
proeeeding 1 could more readily meet it, and, pos- 
sibly, convey intelligence of it to the commodore. 

The “Preble” separated from us both, under what 
circumstances | know not. My separation from the 
flag ship was first caused by bad weatlier at night. 
Whether the “Ohio” or the “Brandywine” was in 
fanlt, 1 cannot say. 

1 met a detention of three days from strong head 
winds, in sight of the rock ol Gibraitar, which af- 
forded time for the commodore to have reached that 
point. He not doing so, | availed myselt of a fine 
opportunity of passing through; and, persuaded that 
there was no American interest behind me to pro- 
tect, I, on mature deliberation, determined, under 
my orders, to lay my course directly home, as the 
only point at whieh any satisfactory and conclusive 
intelligence—such as could be depeaded on—could 
be speedily gained: knowing that it was within my 
ability to make the passage to the United States 
and back again, i€ desirable, belore 1 contd possi- 
bly, elsewhere be informed ot the true state of tbe 
existing relations between the two countries. Re- 
spectfully submited, W. C. BOLTON, capt. 

To the hon. secretary of the navy, Washington. 


Consulate of the U. S. Gibraltar, April 7, 1841. 

My pear sin: Understanding the cause that in- 
duced you to come this way Irom Port Mahon, the 
quarantine depaitinent perioitting ine to communi- 
cate with you, [ not only send by the bearer of this 
a mail for your squadron, but with pleasure inform 
you that the stearo packet this morning from Eng- 
land brings intelligence of the pacific dispositions 
of the two governments. President Harrison was 
formally installed on the 4th ult. his speech bearing 
remotely on foreign relations. On motion of Mr. 
Buchanan, the committee on foreign relations was 
discharged Irom considering the resolution request- 
ing the president to communicate the correspon- 
dence with Great Britain on the northeastern boun- 
dary. That there was no truth in the rumor of any 
angry correspondence having passed between Mr, 
Fox and Mr. Forsyth; that Great Britain had a sin- 
cere desire to bring things to a termination; and 
Mr. Clay said himseltthat he had not been appoint- 
ed to a special {mission} to England; he thought 
the resident ambassador able to do all that was ne- 
cessary without diffienlty, and without delay. 

McLeod was in prison at Lock poit, would be re- 
moved to Albany for trial; to facilitate his delivery, 
the British government had justified the burning of 


| the Caroline; hence he wonld he given up; but the 


owners of the steamer would continue their pro- 
ceedings to recover the value of the steamer, All 
this was received in England by New York packet 
ship “Patrick Henry,” dated to 8th ult. i 

On the 27th ult. Í received from the legation of 
the United States, London, a despatch for your good 
self, to be forwarded at the earliest moment, by such 
mode ol conveyance as would answer the certainty 
ot its reaching you. A steamer starting the same 
day for Barcelona, I sent it under cover to the U. 
States consul for that port, with directions for want 
of opportunity to send it to Port Mahon, to send it 
forward to Marseilles, to the care of the naval con- 
tractors. Lat the same time addressed a letter fo 
those agents directing them, in case ol theii reeeiv- 
ing the letter, and aware of your leaving the Medi- 
terranean, to return it to me. 

Allow me to add. and express the hope that the 
pacific news from England will remove any objec- 
tion you might have to visiting this port, being now 
so immediately in the neighborhood. T am, my 
dear sir, your hii: n. and hiunble. serv't 

HORATIO SPRAGUE, consul. 

Com. Isaac Hull, commanding U. 8. squadron in 
the Meditei rancon. 

Original thus endorsed by eaptain Bolton: 

"Received. at sea, near Gibraltar, ou the after- 
noon of the Sth of April; opened by me in presence 
of lieut. Mercer and chaplain Stewart, in. conse- 
quence of the superscriptiion of the envelope, thus: 
“United Slales consulate, Gibraltar." 

“To commodore Isaac Hull, or to any of the com- 
manders of the United States ships of war in the 
Mediterranean.”* W. C. BOLTON. 

Witness: Samuel Merecr, Charles S. Stewart. 
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Reply to the foregoing. 
U. S. ship Brandywine, off Gibralter, Ipril 8, 1941. 

My pear str: I have received yoar communi- 
cation of yesterday's date, addressed to **com. Hull 
or the cocomanders of any of the U. S. ships of war 
in the Mediterranean. I am in possession of the 
priscipal intelligence communicated, but I am not 
the less obliged tor the attention of transmitting it. 
What I have reeeived from you will not influence 
my movements. [ am ona cruise, and shall not 
visit Gibraltar. Very sincerely, your friend, 

* W. C. BOLTON. 
To H. Sprague, esq. $c. &c. 
UNITED STATES EXPENDITURES. 
To the editors of the United States: 

Perhaps it would be pleasing to the American 
people to place betore them, through your coluintis, 
a comparative view of tlie expenditures of the dif- 
ferent presidents, with the average amount yearly 
expended. Also, a reeapitalation, shewing how 
much each president expended above the other, 
fiom 1791 to 1511, filly years. 


WAoleamountez- Average ant 


NAMES. Term. pended hy euch ycurly er- 
president. pended. 

Washington, 6 $51,933,656 $5.603,943 
Adams, 4 40,905,344 10,076,586 
Jetkersan, 5 106,257,187 13,255,590 
Madison, 8 2285, 113.883 28,014,230 
Mouroe, 5 205,729,603 25,716,203 
Adams, 4 95,505,467 23.951,367 
Jackson, 8 229,126,154 29,040,773 
Van Buren, 4 135.529,440 33,832,360 

Years 50 3,092,531,764 

Recupitulation. 

Adams $1,412,643 imore than Washington. 


Jefferson 3,210,313 more than Adans. 
Mautson  15.227,337 moie than Jefferson, 
Monroe 2,795,033 less ‘han Madison. 
Adams 1,764,536 less than Monroe. 
Jackson 4,659,406 more than Adams. 


Van Buren 5,241,557 more than Jackson. 
All whieh is respectfully submitted, 
W. McKNIGHT, PENNSYLVANIA, 
DECISION or THE McLeEop CASE, BY THE SU- 
PREME COURT OF New York. On the 12th in- 
stant the supreme court, at Utica, decided against 
McLeop’s application to be discharged fiom ens- 


tody, and remanded hiin to prison for trial. in the | 


ordinary forms of law. The judzcs were unani- 
wous in the optuion against his discharge. The 
opinion, which eccapics several columns, 1eached 
us teo late lor insertion in this number, We will 
give ita place in our next. Meantime, it will be 
gratilying to public cunosity to sum up in a few 
weds, the grounds taken by the court. They de- 
cide: 

That the points raised by the prisoner, first, that 
he did not participate in the alledged offence, and 
second, that, 1| present, he was acting in defence ol 
his countiy trom a treasonable tusarrection, cannot 
be made available in a habeas corpns, even lor let- 
ting him te bail, much less for ordering his unquali- 
fied discharge. 

That on habeas corpus, the examination as to 


guilt or innocence cannot, under any, circumstances," 


extend beyoud the depositions or proat by which 
the prisoner is committed. 

These the coutt consider sufficient answers to 
the application—nevertheless as tue counsel have 
raised the question of jurisdiction, the court con- 
siders tt, and decide: 

That the plea that this is a national question, to 
be settled by the diplomatic powers of the United 
States and Englaud, dors not divest the comt of 
jarisdiction, because to warrant the destrnction of 
property or the taking of lite, on the ground of pub- 
lic war, there must be what is called lawful war, 
by the law of uations, which can never exist witi- 
out a concurrence of the war-making power. 

That if the affair in question can be tortnred into 
war between this nation and England, the United 
States might take possession of McLeod as a pri- 
soner of War. 

That the order, under which MeLeod and his as- 
sociates acted was nota lawful act of majesty, as 
contended for by Mr. Fox, since the transaction 
was then lawful ob initio and required po royal re- 
cognition, which is not pretended on either side. 


That the fitting out of the expedition under eap- 
tain Drew, was an unwarrantable usurpation of au- 
thority on the pait of the provincial authorities. 

“This brings us to the greal question inthe canse. 
We have seen that a capital ollence was committed 
within our territory in ume of peace, and the re- 
maining inquiry is whether England has placed the 
ottenders above the law aud beyond our jurisdiction, 


by ratifying and approvingsuch a crime. It is due 
to her, in the first place, to deny that it has been so 
ratified and approved. Sie bas appraved a public 
act of legitimate defence only. She cannot change 
the nature of things. She caunot turn that into 
lawful war which was murder in tine of peace.— 
She may, in that way, justify the offender as be- 
tween hin aud his own government. She cannot 
bind foreign courts of justice by insisting that what 
in the eye of the whole world was a deliberate and 
prepared attack, must be protected by the law of 
self delence. 

“Tu the second place, I deny Ihatshe can, in time 
of peace, send her men into oor territory, and ren- 
der them iumpervions to our laws by embodying 
them and putting ars in their hands. She may 
declare war; if she claim the benefit of peace, as 
both nations have done in this instance, the nio- 
ment any of her citizens enter our territory, they 
are as completely obuoxious to punisliment by our 
law, as if they had been born and always resided in 
this country." 

The concluding paragraphs are as follows: 

* When a grand jury bave charged that a man has 
committed murder in this state, I can. imagine no 
case whether the charge relate to the time of open 


| publie war or peace, in which he can claim exemp- | 


[tion from trial. If he show that he was in truth 
‘acting as a soldier in tine of public war, the jury 
will acquit him. The judge will direct them to 
obey the law of nations, which is undoubtedly a 
part of the common law. S0 if the accused were 
acting 1n defence against an individual invader 
of his country. But above all things is it im- 
portant in the latter case for the jury to inquire 
whether his allegation of delence be not false or 
colorable. 

They cannot allow as an act of defence, the wil- 
ful pursuing. even such an enemy, though dictated 
by sovereign authority, into a country at peace with 
the sovereign of the accused, seeking ont that ene- 
any and taking his life. Such indeed can be no- 
thing but ay act of vengeance. It can be nothing 
but a violation of territory, a violation of the inu- 
nicipal law, the faith of treaties, and the law of na- 
lions. 

The government of the accused may approve, 
diplomacy may glaze, but a jury can only iuquire 
whether he was a paity to tlie deed, or to any act 
of illegal violence which he knew would probably 
endanger human life. Tfsatisfied that he was not, 
as T sincerely hope they may be, upon tlie evidence 
in the case before us, they will then have tne plea- 
saut duty fo perform of pronouncing bim not guil- 
ty. Bat whatever may be iheir conclusion, we 
feel the utinost confidence, that the prisoner, though 
a foreigner, will have no jnst cause to complain that 
he has sutiered wrong at the hands of an American 


jury. . 
At oar hands the prisoner had a right to require 
an answer upon the facts presented by his papers, 


| whether in law he can properly be holden to a trial. 


We have had no declaration but to examine and 
pronounce upon the legal character ol those lacets in 
order to salisty ourselves of the bearing they might 
lave on the novel and important question submit- 
ted. That exainination has led to the conclusion 
that we have no power to discharge the prisoner. 

He inust, therefore, be remanded, to take his trial 
iu the ordinary forms of law,” 

Accounts from Utica further state, that it is pro- 
bable MeLeod's council will soe ont a writ of error, 
and tlie case be carried to the court for the correc- 
tion of errors, which meets next mouth, and il the 


appeal will he taken to the supreiue court of the U. 
States. 


THE NAVY. 

Navy department, July 9, 1544. The board of 
naval surgeons recently couvened in the city of 
Philadelpina have closed their proceedings, and re- 
ported the result to the depaitwent. 

Of the assistant surgeons examined, the follow- 
ing have been found qnalified for promotion, viz: 

Charles A. Hassler, of the date of 1534, 

David Harlan, of the date of 1535. 

Vietor L. Godon, do. do. 

Robt. Woodworth, do. do. 

J. Dickinson Miller, of the date of 1836. 

OF those examined for admission into the navy as 
assistant surgeons, the following bave been found 
qualified, viz: 

1. Andrew H. ITenderson, 

Ellis Hughes. 

. John Hastings. 

. Charles H. Broughton. 
R. T. Maxwell. 

. Ddwaid McKinley. 

. Alexander Y. P. Garnett. 


TT) eU IS 


decision of tlie supreme court is there affiruned, an | 


FREE TRADE—CORN LAWS—TARIFF. 

As pri liminary to the consideration ot the tariff 
question, the house of representatives have appoint- 
ed a committee to take evidence in the principal 
ports of entry in the United States, as to the opera- 
lion of ihe existing rates of duties on imports, upon 
the commercial, agrieultaral and manufacturing in- 
terest of the country, 

We have never yet been seriously alarmed by the 
apjuehession of a war being provoked between two 
‘countries whose people have so many interests in 


mauitaining peace with cach otber, so much to loose 
by contention with each other, and whose respect- 
ive governmouts are so decidedly under the influence 
of a wholesome public opinion as the governments 
‘of both England and America now arc, Public 
‘opinion, which now is the real SOYRREIGN POWER in 
| both countries would never consent thata war should 
be provoked by a paliry dispute respecting the prose- 
| eutión of au individual hke McLeod, or by an ab- 
stract question relative to the laws ef nations as ap- 
pheable to a frontier broil or originally unauthor- 
ized aggression of a marauding party, such as burn- 
ing the Caroline, nor yet by the far more serius 
dispute relative to an undefined boundary line over 
lan unsettled territory, We say that aithough we 
have never very seriously apprehended a war as 
likely to grow out of any or of all of those causes, in 
this era of higher christian feelings, yet that a eon. 
flict of anether character between Great Britain and 
America, is to be apprehended, or averted, we do 
vcrily believe, and for that contest it is time that the 
people of this country were preparing their armour, 
for they have to meet in the field to which we alluds 
the must. powerful aud wary adversary that ever 
attempted to monopolize the world. We allode to 
a coutest fer trade and commerce. 


The British statesmen it appears have heen wide 
awake to the approach vf the period when the task 
of revising our vanrer would be, by the termination 
of uur «comprom'sc" enactments, imposed upen tho 
American cougress—and they have—either artfully 
or thoughkifully—as the case may prove, atten pted 
to anticipate our true national policy under the ex- 
isung regulations, by making either a real or a faint 
movement towards a more equitable arrangement of 
uade, Tt becomes us to be fully prepared for cither 
contingency. 

If the movement proposed by the party new in 
power in England, and who have certainly staked 
their hopes of retaining that power upon the issue 
ol a change in the policy of the country in relation 
to the adinission of bread stutls—tiinber &c., free of 
the exactions now imposed under the coru. laws, if 
that party shall be sustained at the approaching elec- 
tions for parliament, which is itself a doubtful pro- 
position, having as tbey have the whole landed 
interest of the nation, added to the tery influence to 
oppose thei, (E they suceved over both, and then in 
good faith will set themselves aboot re-modeling 
their taiilf according to their recent professions in 
| favor of «free trade,” we are for meeting them more 
than half way, avd joimiug hand in hand, in the 
enlightened career. towards ameliorating the condi- 


tion ot both hemispheres, a result that we have full 
‘faith woold follow a liberal poner. We are advo- 
| vneates of erick yuan With all the world, and woh 
[every county, that will affoid. us fair and cquita- 
| We recipro ity. But if other countries will restrict 
our trade with them, and sulgect usto oncrous regu- 
| lations or exactions for the benefit of their commu- 
mities,weliave no idea of subiniuing to all the disad- 
vantages to which such regulations subject us,without 
attempting some countervailing measures, The real 
cause of four fifths of the difficolties uoder which 
the agricolturists and wanufacturers of. this country 
| have had to labor for the last twelve years, bave been 
lowiag to a want of a due regard to maintaining an 
equipoise Letween trportations and exportations, 
| allowiug ourselves to have from ten to twenty mil- 
j lions anuually drained from us either in specie or in 
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ebligations of indebtedness ic 
upon which we are compelled tu pay interest, to | 
make up the difference that has invariably been | 
against us 
more than be makes, is cnevitable as long as this 
policy is adinitted, aod all atteinpts at remedying 
theevil by fiseal contrivance, short ef eradiating the 
root of the evil, will be unavailing, | 


The predicament of him who spends 


Upon the subject to which we refer, we have re- 
ceived the report of the select committeo of eng 
AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF The CITY OF Naw 
Your,” which contains suggestions that ought toj 
le examined by the people of this country, After re- | 
ferring to the exami ations which have been oflici- 
ally made in relation to the import duties, by the | 
British government the co.ninittee say:— 

«Tho truth of the abstract. proposition of free 
trade,—its advantages in promotiag the interests of 
mankind, irrespective. of circumstances resulting 
from the evils which attach to huaianity—such as 
war, and the prevalence of the selfish principles 
which actuate nations as well as iudividuals— was 
long since demonstrated by that profound philoso- | 
pher, Dr Franklin. 
iry, X., with three manufactures, as cloth, silk and 
iron, supplying three other countries, A, Ba C., 
but is desirous of increasing the vent and raisiag 
the price of cloth in. favour of its own clothiers.— 
To order to do this she forbids the importation of 
foreign cloths from A. A., in return, forbids silk 
from X. then the silk workers complain of a decay 
of trade, and X. tw content them, forbids silk frum 
D. HB.in retorn forbids iran-ware from X4 then 
the iron workers complain of decay, and X. forbids 
the importation uf iron fron C., and C., in return, 
forbids eloth fron X, What is got by these prchi- 
bitiona. Answer—all four find their common stock 
of the conveniences and enjoyments of life dimin- 
ished.” 


wPhis is a plain exemplification of the case, with- 
out regard to the circunistaneces of war, &c, referred 
to aboves and if the world would adopt the system 
of free trade, and constantly act upon it, the results 
might be universally beneficial, Unfortunately, hith- 
erto mankind have been subjected to the misfortune 
of war; aud itis not assumed by tlie advocates of | 
the free system, that war is not a contingency for 
which it is prudent and wise to prepare. 

«In such an event an agricultural people, depend- 
ing upon other nations for their cloth, iron, &c., 
might find themselves in a deplorable predicament. 


smuppase," says he, «a enun- 


Was one country 1) possession of advantages which 
its rival could never obtain whilst free trade was 
per vitted, as skill. or capital, or should any one of | 
the community of nations refuse to he governed by 
the rules of free trade, it would obviously be for the 
interest of the others, by countervailing action, to 
prevent, as far as practicable, the evils whieh might 
result to them from their position, While England | 
aud France, the leading commercial natians of Eu- 
rope, cuntinuo as they now do, to act upon the re- 
strictiva principle, ne argument drawn from the 
abstract proposition, mercly,can be of the least force 
in determining the course of other nationa, 

“The great business of society i5 the production of 
those commodities which minister to the wants and | 
pleasures of man, To this end the energies of the | 
millions are applied in diferent climates to the vari- | 
ous soils, and the multiplied products of the sail, by 
other millions, are, wal the ail of invention, art 
and science, fahricut. d and fashioned to snbserve the 
necessities and luxuries of society. ‘The supply of 
food, clothing and habitations, suited to the diversifi- 
ed tastes, fashions, habits and wants that prevail | 
among mankind, are leading oljects with us all.— | 
No one country possesses all these supplies, One 
cauntry, viz, A, produces a surplus of one kind of 
aiticles, while her soil and her habits forbid her from 
producing others, 
more of the articles in which 


Another country, Ba produces 
A. is deficient. than 
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theso surpluses, for the mutual accommodation of 
each, 13 what is ealled commerce. If one reluses to 
exchange with the other, it is clear that comunerce, 
as respects those countries, aust cease. It is also 
obvious that these exchanges must be reciprocal; 
the one party must be willing to receive such com- 
inod:ties as the other can part with, in order to in- 


duce an exchange While the exchanges are cvn- 


fined to their elements, or barter, such will necessari- 


| ly be the result, aud none but a reciprocal commerce 


can exist. The exchanges of the wurid continued 
to be in a great degree of this character du. dag the 
simpler ages, and whilst the unly money in use was 
the precious metals; these being the prudnets of 
hu can industry, which could only be gradually in- 
creased, their value, measured by the other products 
of industry, could also le increased or diminished by 
a very gradual process only, and then demand aud 
supply would remain steady and uniforin, except so 
far as their value might Le influenced through fear 
or other cirenmastances, inducing a disposition to 
hoard; a passion coeval with man, and operating 
with greater force in an ignorant age. The modern 
invention of a currency of credit, based on the pre- 
cious metals now 1n use, to a greater or less extent 
over the whole commercial world, though of im- 
mense benefit, has yet this disadvantage, that 1t. has 
heretofore been subject to sudden fluctuations. The 
commercial exchanges of the world not being arrang- 
«d on the principles of reciprocity, the people using 


the larger proportion of ercdit are exposed. to the} 


destruction of their currency and the consequent 
derangement of all their affairs, unless by carefully 
guarding the home market, itis protected from the 
aggression of others, who, by abstracting metal in 
of credit, by removing its basis whenever advantage 
or misfortune renders metal an object of desire, — 
The question of protection is therefore 1.0t only one 
of national defence, but emphatically a question of 
finance and currency, and should be so considered, 
if we would properly understand it and appreciate 
its importance. 

«This view of the subject has led to the opinion 
so strenuously advovated by many distinguished 
men, that our true policy is abandonment of our 
currency of eredit, und a return to that of metal, — 


Suppose it is admitted that ultimately, the contem- 


plated result would follow the adoption of their plan; 
the wide spread ruin that would ensue from its at- 
tempt, can hardly be conceived. 


present gencration to a condition of hopeless bank- 
ruptey, and a transfer of all their accumulations to 
the coflers of the capitalist, and a suspension of in- 
dustry, involving a lass greater than the entire 
amount ef the currency, both metallic aud paper— 
aud all this to. gain what? simply a reciprocal com- 
merce, Which may be more perfectly obtained by 
exchange for commodities, overthrows the curreney 
duties on imports, which shall sceure to our own 
industry such advantages in the home market, as 
will protect our currency from the destructive influ- 


| ence of foreign exchange. 


«A system of countervailing duties is therefore our 
only hope, whilst Liurapean policy continues as it is 


Nothing less than | 
jibe entire prostration vf the active portion of the] 
| 


one form or other; ticles of which A. bas a surplus. ‘The exchange of} Petigru, esq. was chairman, to draft resolutions ex- 


pressive of the opinions of the ineeting, on the great 
subject which bad brought thein together. 

The resolutions reported by the committee were 
as follows: 

I. Therefore, resolved, That a revenue tariff is 
à mode of providing for the national defeuce, not 
only consistent with the uniform practice of the 
country, but entilled toa decided preference over 
any other scheme of taxation, and that we re- 
gard the compromise of 1533 as the bond of peace 
and surest pledge of equal justice to the various and 
conllicting interests of our extended federal repoblic. 

2. That the question of the coastitutionality of 
a U.S. bank has been settled by reason, by autho- 
rity, and by experience of its indispensable utility. 

3. That no other remedy has been found for the 
multiplied and increasing difficulties of a heteroge- 
neous currency, and that the tune and place for the 
establishtoent of such a bank, are subjects which 
call for the mature and deliberate cousideration of 
congress. 

4. That the hon. William C. Preston has well and 
faithfully served the state as a member ot the senate 
of the United States, and by the uaiforra tenor of 
his course, has proved himself superior to the blan- 
dishments of power aod the terror of proseription. 
That while we admire bis eloquence, we slill 
more highly appreciate his firinness a d consistency 
as a statesman, and heartily uniie in awarding to 
him the confidence which he has so well deserved. 

5. Resolved, That the right of instruction and the 
requisition to obey or resign; never adinitted by the 
state of South Carolina, cannot surely belong to 
neighborhood associations or district meetings; that 
we tiust in the firmness and sonnd judgment of our 
esteemed senator, steadily to resist and repudiate 
any snch usurpation of authority. And that we 
heartily approve of the course he has pursued in re- 
gard to this matter, and the expression of sentiment 
conveyed in. his reply to the demands made upon 
hin by a sectional convocation composed of his 
political opponents. That the political independence 
of the representative is nol only a privilege, but a 
sacred duty, an element uf our institutions absolute- 
ly essential to the well being of a republican con- 
stituency, and thal colonel Preston is entitled toour 


| cordial gratitude, and our prompt and unwavering 


| 


at present. Let this bo distinelly understood, nat 
for the protection of the manufacturers, bot fur the 


| protection of the currency of the nation; and neccs- 


support in the manly stand he has taken in its de- 
fence. 

6. Resolved, That the public Inda, ceded fo the 
confederacy, by Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, 
South Carolina and Connecticut, were ceded, in the 
words of the Virginia deeds of cession, on the con- 
dition that they “shalt be considered a common fund 
for the use and heaefit of such of the United States 
as have become or shall become merbers of the 
coofederation, or federal alliance of the said states, 
Virginia included, according to their respective pro- 
portions in the general charge and expenditure, and 
shall be faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that 
purpose and for uo other use or purpose whatever,” 

7. Resolved, That the scheme of surrendering 
these tands, thus made the common property of all 
the states of the union, to the few states in which 
they lie, is wild, visionary. and wasteful, and iu di- 


eet violation of the contract by which they were 


generously entrusted tothe conlederacy. That this 
scheme bringing a mass of neighboring contiguous 
states, under a commun indebledness to the general 
government, holds out saeh an enormous bribe of 
ambition and avarice, as could not fail to breed 
corraption and violenes, and aisay the indebted states 
in disastrous hustility to the authority of the union, 
terminating in a conflict which would have one cer- 
tain result—the total loss to the country of its splendid 
national domain. 

Mr. Petigru then addressed the meeting in refe- 
rence to the principles set forth in the resolutions, 
aud at the clase ot his remarks they were unaniinous- 
iy adopted, The Conrier has the following sketch of 
the remaks of Mr. Senator Pivston and the gentle- 
inen who lollowed him. 

Colonel Preston was then called for, and received 
hy the meeting with an applause and enthusiasm 
thal sprang from the hearts of the audience. 1t is 


sary for each section, north, south, east and vve-t, | impossible to give more than a barren sketch of his 
precisely in tho. proportion in which their various] speech, rich and glowing as it was in imaginary, and 


currencies are more or less constituted of eredit.” 


POLITICS OF THE DAY. 


The two following articles have been in type} bad heen received by the meeting. 


fervid at times in indignant eloquence, Ie return- 
ed his heart-felt thanks for the notice he had reeeiv- 
ed in the resolutions, and the inannerin which they 
Peculiatly 


wailing for room in the Register, for nealy a month, | tonehing and pear to his heart was this notice, this 


| postponed by matter of more immediate interest. 


MOVEMENTS IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 


We find in the Charleston Couner a detailed. ac- | of opinion had found utterance. 


reception in Charleston; for he could not forget that 
the time had been when very different’ expressions 
To these he had 


count of the proceedings of the great meeting of | opposed patient endurance; he bowed to the rod, 
the fiends of the national adininistration, whieh} and appealed lo future more calm considerations. 


was lately held in that city. 


Lowndes was called to preside. A committee ol 


The hoo. Thomas| Now, his heart was full of a proud jey when he 


looked atound him. Ie had ever believed the time 


her wants require, but is herself deficient in the ar- | thirty-two persons was appointed, of which James L. | would come when just credit would be given the 
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whizs for their performance of their perilous duty. 
‘Phat time had come. The battle had been fought, 
bravely, earnestly, desperately fought—the victory 
had been achieved. Never in the history of man 
had there been so sublime a spectacle as when the 
people 10se in their might and majesty against tbe 
late adininistration. The whole conutry was erect- 
ed into one vast tribunal, and the so called democra- 
tie party arraigned belore it. The people of these 
United States impannelled themselves as a jury— 
counsel were heari—ay, paid connsel on one side, 
and volunteer counsel on the other. The cause 
of the adinimstration was tried, fairly tried —the 
verdict was rendered, and they fell froin their lofty 
place forever, They are dead—fallen—crumbled in 
the dust. a 

Colonel Preston then proceeded to show how si- 
lently, calinty and beantifnlly amid all this tremen- 
dous change—this dow nlall of an organized and vast 
party--this passing out of old rulers aml in-coming 
uf new—coutinued the stately march of our. glori- 
ous institutions, and. how great a proof was this of 
their power and their purity. To strengthen this 
view, he adverted to the death of Harrisou—strick- 
en in the moment almost of his triumph—lrom the 


loltiest pinnacle of earthly greatness—the head of 


a nation removed fiom lus great post—and yet, 
no Jar, no stop, io stay in the progress and work. 
ing of government. The president dies, and his 
sueces-or under the constitution takes his place, and 
all so quickly and easily; how powerful and well ba- 
lanced must be that frame ol government, which 
such events cannot cause lor an instant to waver! 
And to southern men, what a solace under this 
loss of the first choice of the people, that Jolin Tyler, 
of Virgima, fills the vacant place. He is dear to 
the south in every view. Entirely southern—yet 
not sectional, a state rights inan, yet general Catho- 
he, Ameriean in all points. And God forbid! that 
sectional feelings slionld ever profane the presiden- 
tial chair! For myself, exclaimed the orator, l 
wonld as soon have a “northern man with southern 
priuciples," as a southern man with exclusive son- 
thern spirit. First—my devotion is due to this 
state—then to the union—as an Ainerican, as a se- 
nator of this umon, all that is Ainerican is mine. 
But this succession of John Tyler to the presi- 
dency, continued Mi. Preston, will. forever quell, 
abash anid silence that ery of Irand and folly, which 
for the unholy purposes of party spirit was raised 
against president Harrison aud his supporters. 
Where is the inan so bold in falsehood, as dare call 
John Tiler abolitionist? Sinee, then, no objection 
can be made to the present head of the adininistra- 
tion, let us give. hiin a tair trial. Those who ob- 
jected to Harrison may rally around Fyler. For 
thongh he will carry out the same principles that 
guided his predecessor, yet he comes. in as it were, 
a regency—he is not so imbedded in the glowing 
heart of the people as was their first choice, aud 
will therefore deinand the more of eainest support 
fro:n those who apprave him. Tius will be an admi- 
nistrabon ioore southern in i's tendencies. Both 


would steer by the sarae polar star, but with Tyler | 


there might be some variation southward in the in- 
strument, 

The “great democratie party has vanished—‘tis 
with the snow of the last year upon the mountains— 
melting away, day by day, each little ril. winding 


and trickling down (o join the mighty swetling amt | 
It has no 


on-rushing stream of the whig party." 
leaders, and no rank and file, not even a skeleton 
army. Yet in this very greatness of our party is 
danger; su much 18 to be done, sa inucb expected, 
so lerenlean labor to cleanse away the wreck and 


Mr. Preston then took up in. detail. the proposi- 
tions in the resolutions, and sail that the subject ol 
the public lands was one demanding the most ear- 
uest and thonghthil consideration. That the idea 
of cession of the publie domain to a portion of the 


States, was, as 1t had been expressed by soine of its | 


supporters, but a purchase of those states by whole- 
sale. What would be the result of the various 
schemes on foot, it was impossible to predict—hut 
that no sacrifice of just righ's should be made with 
his consent. He allnded to the attempt in the great 
tarit agitation, to crash Mr. Clay under the weight 
of this roportant question, to bury him under the 
publie domain, but how proudly his gigantic powers 
struggled through the weighty load and inade of ita 
battery and foitrfication whence he has stormed the 
heart of the country. 

The orator then presented, with withering ridi- 
cule, the spectacle of the stormy sea of state, in- 
dividual and federal credit fossing to and (ro 1n bil- 
lows of danger uud disinay—and the little Magi- 
cian waving his sub-treasury wand over the bois- 
terous wav'a, that heeded not the charm, till the 
people impatient of the quackery hurled him from 
his seat. 


| goverinment must. 


| by saying that be and his party would rigidly adhere | 


| attention—now startled by a burst of indignant sar- 


| position, but as he went on the orator forgot the 


foulness which have been left upon the ship of state. | criticising with the most costic severity the report 


On the subject of the national bank, Mr. Preston 
said that he had ever been adverse to the bank, al- 
though he had not needed the admirable vindications 
of Calhoun and McDuifie, to show him that as a 
financial medium 1t worked beantiflly. Yet be 
dreaded it as an engine which might work great 
mischief. But he relied on that clause of the con- 
stitution, that restduary bequest, of all powers ne- 
cessary to carry anto eticet the functions and duties 
expressly assigned, H then, he found that the state ol 
the country now struggling in agony and calling for 
aid, requireil a bank, however reluctantly, he should 
do, as Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Manroe, | 
Crawford—the whole republican party of (816, did, 
and vote for the measures becanse of necessity. He 
was na believer in tlie doctrines that government | 
could use any other currency, but that whieh was 
in use hy the people. If the people use paper, the, 
Were we to exchange our situ- | 
ation and our prospects, dark as they seemed, for that 
beau ideal of hard money, that paradise of gold and 
silver, the island of Cuba, with negroes four to one, | 
and bloodhounds in equal proportion? Contrast this 
hard money colony, of 800 yeais growth, with Mhs- 
sissippl or Alabama, with all the evils of their enr- 
ieney, and choose, 

Mr. Preston then disposed of the tariff qnestion, 


fo the compromise, and if any diserimination was 
made, it would be on luxuries. He alluded with | 
wit and huiaor to the proposed tax on French silks 
and wines, which had excited the righteous indig- 
nation. and apprehension of the good people ot St. | 
John's, Colleton, and closed with an eloquent and 
persuasive appeal to all good citizens to lay aside | 
all minor considerations, and unite earnestly in 
aiding to re-establish the true interests of the coun- 
try. 

Mr. Preston having concluded, the hon. H. S, Le- 
gare was called for, and, on coraing forward, was 
received with an enthusiasin and spirit which show- 
ed how justly proud Charleston is of her eloquent 
and gifted son. 

His address was of a nature so 1ichand so varied, 
so startling in its sudden changes, froin persnasive 
conversation and bold clear statement, to the loftiest 
flights of true eloquence, that his audience were 
completely takeu by surprise, now chained in a rapt 


casm.. Mr. Legare was laboring under severe indis- 


toan, and the wealth of his wind was never more 
suddenly drawn upon nor more triumphantly dis- 
played. He spoke of the strange and sudden changes 
which this state hal witnessed in her political dea- | 
ders—and of the character which political opposi- | 
tion had assumed, Once, said he, in South Carolina, 
political rivalry was the noble contest of gentleiaen | 
and eavaliers—a hostility that hindred not an oppo- 
nent fromadmitting and doing boror to the charac- | 
ter of a rival. But now to judze froin specimens | 
lately displayed, these controversies are to be carried 
on in the spirit of savages utd the language of fish- 
women. To this spirit, let its own course, upon the! 
death of its object, be its rebuke, While living ge- 
neral Harrison was the object of their most unme- | 
rited obloquy. How great a change was wrought by | 
his death, Those who most villified him living, do | 
him honor in his new made grave, The shafts which | 
no armor eould repel while in lite, fall harraless and 
spent from his shrond. . 
Mr. Legare in his speech, introducing a resolution 
in favar of increasing our naval defences, which he 
advocated with great force and cogency, setting forth 
the dangers that at any time impended over ns, and | 


of the committee on foreign relations, relative to the 
atfair of the Caroline, lle then in a burst of elo- 
quence, demanded of the people of thus state if now 
they were prepared to cnt oif Mr. Preston, and 
whether they could strike of the hand that had bat 
He so gallantly lor them, beeanse he had chosen to 
exercise his own jadginent, and not submit to tyran- | 
nical party dotaination, His erime, said the orator, 
was his eminence, his uselulness, his honorable and 
wide spread fame, 

Mr. Legare then closed his speech, and the reso- 
lution was put and carried, 

The honarable R H. Wilde, of Georgia, was 
called for, and in a brief but spirited address expres- 
sed his sense of the honor done him by the neet- 
ing, alinost strangers to hiin, and set forth his own 
views, in hearty concurrence with the resolutions 
olfered. 


PROLEEDINGS OF THE DEMOCRATIC STATES’ 
RIGHTS PARTY. 

The democratie states’ rights party held a meet- 
ing in Charleston on the 27th ult. which the Mer- 
cury says was one of the largest and most brilliant 
popular assemblages ever held in that city. 


] 
| advocates of a strong government and 


The venerable H. Deas was called to the chair, 
and the hon. J. F. Mintzing, hon. Ker Boyce, Na- 
thaniel Heyward, esq. Dr. J M. Campbell, col. J. 
S. Ashe. John Magrath, esq. Wm. Aiken, esq. ant 
If. W. Conner, esq. were named as vice presideits; 
Win. D. Perter, R. W. Gourdin and J. H. Dukes, 
esqs. Were appointed secretaries. 

A committee of ihree gentlemen, A. G. Magrath, 
M.I Keirh and H. Bailey, esqrs. waited upon the 
honorable John C. Calhoun, and requested his at- 
tendanceat the meeting. He having accepted the 
invitation, ard attended, his arrival was greeted with 
the greatest enthusiasin. When the applause had 
somewhat subsided, col. Elmore, tron a committee 
of forty two, appointed for the parpose, reported the 
following address and resolutions, which were una- 
ninonsly adopted: 

The call of an extra session of congress by those 
into whose hands the aflairs of the republte have 
fallen, and the measures which it is well understood 
ate to be proposed tor the adoption of that body, have 
cansed us to assemble, that the opinions and wishes 
ol the people shall be made known. These mea- 
sures are sich as must exercise a most important 
influence on the destinies nf South Carolina for good 
or for evil; and we should be wanting in onr duty to 
onr state, to ourselves and to our posterity, if we 
tailed to proclaim, in the most solemn mauner, our 
opinions npon therm. At no period since the forma- 
tion of our constitution, have so many and so grave 
subjects of puhlie policy been open for the decision 
ot the government. Heretofore they have come upon 
the conntry singly, or few at a time. They are now 
crowded into one session; and the deepest anxiety 
innst pervade the bosom of every patriot for the re- 
sult. Some of these questions have been, singly suf- 
ficient to agitate and shake the confederacy to its 
very foundations; and we now go into the arrange- 
ment of (hem collectively with fearful odds against 
os, Never has the constitution been in more fearful 
peril; that party, Irora its adoption, under one name 
or another, but ever the same in its principles, the 
the enemy of 
popular rights and democratic principles, the old 
federal party of Alexander Hamilton, has again ob- 
tained a temporary tiumph and seized npon the 
reins of power. How that pnwer is to be wield- 
ed we are left but little room todouht. Unless their 
leaders be arrested in their career of mischief, by 
hiin whoin Providence, we hope, fur some kind pur- 
pose, has placed at their head, there will be consum- 
mated upon the country a series of measures dieas- 
trous to constitutional ireedoin and fatal to southern 
prosperity. These measures are. Ist. The distri- 
bution of the proceeds ol the sales of the pnblic 
lands among the states. 2d. The establishment of 
a protective tariff. 84. The creation of a public 
debt.. 4th. The repeal of the act establishing an in- 


| dependent treasury; and Sth the incorporation of a 


nalional bank. 


Against all of there measures we declare an un- 
compromising opposition, becanse we believe they 
will exercise a fatal influence on the independence 
of the states, the principles of constitutional liberty 
and the constitution itself, while they will undermine 
and finally overthrow the industry, and perhaps the 


| very institutions of the south, 


We believe that con,ress possess no power but 


| such as are expressly granted 10 the constitution, or 


are absolutely necessary lo carry on those expressly 
granted: we believe tha constitution to be a funda- 
mental unchanging rule of conduct, controlling all 
others; and not altered, changed or controlled by any 
cireumstanees what ever; we believe especially that 


‘in this strict canstruction consist the safety of south- 
| ern institutions. 


As we are the weaker portion of 
the confederacy and. becoming relatively wore an! 
more so every day, our property will be af the mercy 
of hostile majorities, which may as fairly constrite a 


| power out of the constitution to nreale a protective 
E! 


faruf, or to abolish slavery, as to establish a bank. 
We believe that industry should be burdened with no 
taxes, whether direef, or in the shape of duties on 
imports, but what are absolutely necessary for con- 
ducting the government with efficiency ana economy 
and that no right exists 11 congress to inake discri- 
mination inlaying them to encourage and protect one 
pursuit or branch ol indastiy at the expense of others ; 
we believe a national debt to be a national misfor- 
tune; and if created withant necessity. as a framdu- 
lent pretext for raising the taxes, or a means fo pro- 


| vide a capital for a bank, we regard it as a national 


calamity which will deservedly entail execration on 
all who support it. 

At the head of the ieasnres which it is nnder- 
stood will be pressed upon congress, is the distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the sales of the publie lands 
amongst the states. These amount on an average to 
abont $3,000,000 annually. At the very tune this 
proposition is made ta take out of the publie treasu- 
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ry $3,000,000 and to divide it as a gift ainongst the 
states, they declare that the treasury is not able to 
pay the ordinary expenses of the government; and 
that they must saddle on. the country a publie debt 
by borrowing at least $12,000,000 [or immediate ex- 
igencies, aud also that they must annually raise seve- 
ral millions more beyond the $33,000,000 (hus ab- 
stracted, by increasing the taxation on the people 
throngh the tari... And atthe same time, be it remem- 
bered, we are almost on the pomt of war with Eng- 
land, the most powerlul nation of the glohe, upon 
questions, of boundary and national law of the great- 
est importance and difliculty—while we are un- 
prepared, eur towns aud coasts heing almost with- 
out fortifications—our forts without soldiers or arms, 
our arsenals but indifferently supphed with. muni- 
tions and military stores, and our navy inferior in 
numbers and belnnd their. coleinporaries. im equip- 
ments of the improved implements of inodern war- 
fare. If the public service require money, this 
should be used lor that service—it it be not needed, 
there is no excuse lor increasing (he burthens ot 
ihe country by raising the tandi. H they increase 
taxation on the people to raise money to give back 
to the states, we should see little to admire in the 
scheme but ils stupidity and tolly. Unfortunately, 
however, there is more which, so Jar as we are con- 
eerned, makes it wantonly oppressive, because it 
will tax our people more than five dollars for every 
one it gives back to our state: it uses the treasure 
of the nation as a bribe to degrade the states into 
miserable dependieneies on lederal patronage, and 
taxes us,the people, to make up the deheiency 
thus created in the treasury: it 1s an uncoustitu- 
tional and debasing use of the public money: it 
goes to destroy the independence of the states; it 
stimulates them lo reckless expenditures, and 1in- 
parts a spirit of extravagance: subversive ot those 
inaxims ol economy which are tlie best securities oi 
1epublican governinent; it is the entering. wedge 
to assuming the debts of the states, and itis 1n vio- 
lation of a compact by which a large part of the pnb- 
lic lands were ceded by the states to the general 
governinent, 

The next leading measure is (he increase of a pro- 
teetive lariff. England, into whose very vitals the 
shackles oi tbe protecüve system for ages have 
worn, enlightened by such inquiries as ber parlia- 
ment alone makes; through cominittees of her wisest 
statesmen, and examinations of her ablest econo- 
mists and most practical merchants, is preparing te 
break and cast away these letters ef barbarous and 
by-goue theories, and to adopt the wise poliey of a 
tree commerce wilh all the world. The odious corn 
Jaws, which sat an incubus npon her manufactures, 
starving lbe poor to make the tich ionopolists 
richer, the most cherished error of her system, with 
all its 1ntselievous brood of monopolies and exac- 
lions, is in the act of being swept away by the lorce 
of truth and the claims of justice, at the very moment 
that our rulers are seeking wickedly and wontonly 
to raise taxes, and inflict the burdens of a protective 
tarill on our people. 

The distribution of the revenue from public lands, 
adopted to create a deficiency in the treasury, gives 
fraduleatly the argument of a public necessity for 
what would otherwise be without even the shadow 


of reason or excuse. We are told, however, that the | 


compromise shall be observed! We ask, how ob- 
served? According to its tiue intent and meaning 
for revenue purposes only? laying duties equally and 
fairly, and only tor raising so much money as is ne- 
cessary for the economical adimini-tration of the go- 
vernment? We hazard little in answering no. We 
have too many indications that ihe history of the 
past, if not forgotten, wiil be disregarded as far as it 


dares be, and that southern industry and stave labor | 


will again be made to bear tlie burdens of partial le- 
gislation and unequal taxation. Under pretext of 
taxing luxuries, wines and silks, which are so large- 
ly exchanged for our staples, have already been se- 
lected lor heavy duties. If, to raise a revenue, ab- 
solutely nveessary, all luxuries were equally taxed, 
we should have no cause of eomplaint; or il the 
faxes now imposed ou necessaries were reduced, 
and the suin lost thereby made up by equal taxes 
on all luxuries, we should see reason to applaud a 
measure Which would atlord. essential reliet to the 
laboring classes. 21 is not that silks and wines are 
to be taxed, but that amongst luxnrics, they alone, 
which constitute so large a portion of what is ex- 
changed for the produets ol our labor, should he se- 
lecteds it is this odious discrimination—the new 
southern whig phrase by which ty disguised the prin- 
ople of protection, abd which, 1t acdinitted, will make 
the compromise worth less than the paper it is writ- 
ten upon. Let the principle of protection be given 
up, as promised, and the compromise be carried out 
according to its une mient and meamng, and 1t wall 
be a bond of union strong as brother's love. 
will agree, if taxed landy and equally, to divide onr 


Wel 


last dollar with the government, but we deny its 
right to enact a protective tarif, to wring from us, 
by unconstitutional legislation, the proceeds of our 
bonest labor—and South Carolina is no more pre- 
pared now than her history proves she ever has 
been, tamely to submit te oppression and tyranny. 
Coincident in point of time with these measures, 
and forming a part of their great scheme of opera- 
tions they purpose the creation a public debt, and 
ihe repeal of the act establishing an independent 
treasury, with the same (raudulent intent to furnish 
an excuse in a pretended necessity for estabhshing 
a national bank, and furnishing in the stock. issued 
for the publie debt, a capital to be subseribed for it. 
First, the pubhe treasure is to be nneonstitutionally 
wasted by distributing it atoongst tbe states, that a 
deficieney may be made in the public revenue— 


of dollars upou stocks issued to secure the loan—and 
the constitutional treasury abolished to make way 
for a national bank, a large pait of the capital of 
which will be subseribed for and paid in this stock 
as the capitals of its predecessors both were. By 
thus bartering for their support, the indebted states 
are brought up by distributing (he land revenue, 
the tariffinterests by protective duties and the stock- 
jobbers by the establishment of a bank, and all those 
who are for internal improvements and other extra- 
vagant scheme of lavish expenditures, because these 
follow as the natural and almost necessary result of 
tueir latitudinarian principles. 

Of all these measures, that which is the subject ol 
their most strenuous efforts and the object of their 
most anxious hopes, is a national bank—a party 
bank—the great means to cement their party, to 
perpetuate its ascendency, and to override and crush 
down the spirit ol vepnblicau democracy and cousti- 
tutional hieedom..— We deny that congress has any 
constitutional power to incorporate a national bank. 
lt ean only be carned on by an incorporated com- 
pany. The constitution contains no grant of a 
power to establish a bank—ou the contrary the 
Journals of the convention which framed the cousti- 
tution shows— 


That a power to make a national bank was asked 
lor and relused. 


That a power to grant charters of incorporation 
was asked tor and refused. . 

And this proposition, though varied in many ways 
and olten repealed, was as often deleated—indeed 
so Jealonsly was the power of incorporation regard- 
ed, that in relusing it for canals and internal iw- 
proveioents, Mr. Jefferson tells us it was from a 
fear that such corporations would be converted into 
banks. 


The power to make a bauk, and the power to 
create any corporation, being thus repeatedly re- 
fused to the constitution, ean the general govern- 
ment assume it by indirect meags—by implication 
and construction? lt is claimed as necessary and 
proper to carry into effect the following enumerated 
powers; !o'colleet taxes, duties, itnports and ex- 
cises; to borrow money on the eredit of the United 
States; to coin money, aud to regulate commerce. 


If necessary and proper to etlect these great ends, 
why was the power to establish a bank absolutely 
relüsed hy the convention? lt cannot be pretended 
in answer to this question that the convention was 
ignorant of the uses of banks. Besides the bank of 
Eugland, aud that ol New York in New York, and 
of Massachusetts in Boston, then in existence, the 
bank of Noih America was at that very time in 
successful operation in the very city where the con- 
| vention was deliberating. l was, therelore, with a 
very full knowledge ot all the advantages which 
their agency proinised, or the agency of a national 
bank could alford, that the convention lorbore to 


money must then be borrowed to:some 40,000,000 | 


selves, and may at all times rectify the mistakes of 
our ancestors, The eoustilution is older and stronger, 
more binding aud more sacred than any erior, and 
it is at all times ous right and oin duty to restore and 
vindicate its true construction. 1fit have defeets in 
this particular, it should be amended in the mode 
provided by itself. Any other mode of amendment 
however sanctioned by tune, by repetition, and by the 
judgments of the courts, is but the interpolation of 
precedent, and should be regarded as of no binding 
autherity on the people. 


Having thus biiefly stated some of the constitu- 
tional objections to a bank, we will as briefly ex- 
amine soiae of the arguments for its utility and ex- 
pedieney. li 13 advocated on the gronnd that it will 
equalize exchanges, regulate banks, give a sound 
enrrency, by exacting specie payments, and thus act 
favorably on the interests of trade. The history of 
the past is full of instruction, Trade itself makes 
exchanges; and the market cost is according to the 
value of the currency whieh is paid for it. If the 
banks pay specie, no other regulation is needed. 
The states are competent to enforce the payment of 
specie Within their respective jurisdictions—it is 
said that New York alone can, and will, through her 
banks, enforee this wherever she aeals, by simply 
receiving their bills and presentinz them to be cash- 
ed at the banks of other slates; and upon their fai- 
lure {o pay, protesting and putting them in snit in 
the courts of the U. States. A bank of the United 
States could do no more. If clotted with sufficient 
power to regulate them, it will bave the power to 
destroy the state banks; and theirinterest will be de- 
pendent on its diseretion. ‘There are already more 
banks than the exigencies of commerce aud the bu- 
siness of the country require. A national bank 
will add vastly to the nominal, but nothing to the 
real capital—ils first step will be to provide itself 
with specie, which it will draw from the other 
banks—its next will be to break down and destroy as 
many of them as will make room forthe employment 
of its own capital. Its first effect, instead of making 
money more abundant, will be to make it more 
scarce. ‘The local banks must contract their cireu- 
lation and withdraw their accommodations to avoid 


| being swallowed up—the debts due to them must be 


hurried into collection, and thousands on thousands 
made bankrupt by the process; the prices of stocks 
will fall, banks be broken, stockholders ruined, and 
the value of houses, lands, negroes, and all kinds of 
properly, shaken and unsettled by talal depressions. 
Who can caleulate the ruin, or picture the distress! 
Long years of intense suffering aud bankruptey wall 
drag over a prostrate country, before its business 
will be reconstructed and a wholesome prosperity 
restored, 


This is an enormous power to give a corporation— 
a monopoly to enrich or ruin at its pleasure—to hold 
the issues of prosperity or destruction in its hand. 
Is it wise or expedient to grant t? Can we be as- 
sured that the power will be wisely, justly exercis- 
ed for the publie good? How shall the regulator 
itself be regulated? How be compelled to observe 
law, forbear to struggle for political power, or to 
buy the support of politicians and the press? How 
to conduct its affairs upoo pme banking principles? 
It is utterly impossible. ‘The late developoients 
of the United States bank at Philadelphia and the 
destruction of the vouchers for its wholesale bribe- 
ry, clearly show how impossible it will be to estab- 
lish by legal evidence (he groases( sins against the 
laws of the land. It will be 11 the uncontrolied pos- 
session of concentrated capilal and credit with which 
it can centralize trade where it is located, control 
the banks and business of the country at its disere- 


| tion, raise or depress the value of property as it 


pleases, exercise a dangerous influence th not con- 
trol over the government and polities of the country, 


avail itself of the former, aud utterly refused to in- | without the people having the least security that this 
corporate the latter. Considering it neither neces- | immense power wilt be properly exercised, or the 
sary or proper, they refused to allow it an existence. | least ability to arrest it il mischievously employed. 


It is no reply to a constitutional argument to say 
that cireuinstances have changed, and make that 
uow necessary and proper which wag not so then; 
that would make the cunstitulion the creature of 
circumstances, changing and varying with every 
tluctuation im our condition. Instead of being a 
fundamental law controlling all others, an organic 
rale, regulating and restraimng the inferior agencies 
employed 1n administering the government, it would 
iisell become subject to their control and be shaped 
jat their will. 
|} Nar do we regard the repeated exercise of this 
| power, nor the repeated decisions of the supreme 
| court in its Tavor, as settling the question in faver ol 
ils. constilutionalitly. Questions of constitutional 
ugbt and liberty are always open fo the people. No 
length of tune, amd. no 1epetition ol il, can sanc- 
tly usurpation into a right, lt belongs not to the 
| past, but to the present; and we must judge lur our- 


But should these measures, so fatally at war with 
the principles ol state rights, and so ruinous to south - 
ern interests, receive the support of a majority ot 
congress, let us still, still hope until that hope is 
realized, or we are Undeceived by his apostacy, that 
John Tyler, who once received the vote of South 
Carolina for one ofthe heighest oflice- in the govern- 
ment, was not then, nor is now, unworthy of that 
confilenee, and of the elevated station to which he 
has attamed; that true still, ainidst the blandishments 
of office to the higher attractions of his duty to the 
constitution and to an enduring fame, (worth more 
than temporary power), his future contse will be con- 
sistent with his former, and that all the pledges of his 
early achievements in defence of the constitution 
agaist encrouchinents and perversions, will be now 
consummated by his resening it frou its enemies, 
aud restoring it purified and redeemed to a grateful 
country. Should he thus hecome the standard bearer 
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of the eonstilutios, it is needless to say how joylul- | disposition was fo hurry business through, and he 


ly South Carolina will stand side by side with him 
in every hattle field, gwing him her support, and 
shariug every danger with him. But should he, 
unhappily tor his own fare, sanction the doctrines 
of federalism, and give his support to the principles 
and ineasures his lile has been spent in combatting, 
then he too will meet from us the same uncompro- 
mising opposition which we extend to all the ene- 
mies of oui. principles, 

But, fellow citizens, our truest hope is iu the jns- 
tice of our cause and that indominable spirit of Iree- 
doim which has always enabled South Carolina, come 
from whum it may, to resist and repel aggression 
upon her rights. 
before us of the glorious examples of the past, rouse 
every energy for thts struggle, remembering that 
victory now will secure fieedom FOREVER. Be it 
therefore 

|. Resolved, That the distribution ainong the 
states of revenue arising from the sales of the public 
lands, is an impolitic, unauthorised and unconstitu- 
tonal waste of the publie money, degrading so- 
vereign states into dependent pensioners of the le- 
deral goverument, and stimulating theo: fü an ex- 
travagance subversive of all those maxims of eco- 
nomy which are the best securites of a republic; 
depriving the government of one of its Jegitimate 
sources ol revenue, to furnish a fraudulent pretext 
for an inereased tariff; and at variance with the in- 
tention of the states in their cession of the public 
lands to the general government. 

2. Resolved, That we regard tbe ereation of a na- 
tional debt as a great misfortune; which can only be 
excused by the utmost necessity to meet engage- 
ments honestly incurred to support the government, 
or in defence of the country. 

3. Resolved, That congress has no puwer to lay 
protective duties, to encourage and aid one branch 
of industry or pursuit, at the expense of others: that 
discrimination in duties with such a view is but 
another name for protection, and is unjust and un- 
constitutional; that in true intent and meaning the 
compromise repudiates protection, and requires that 
duties shall be levied for revenue only, and that no 
more shall be collected than is absolutely required 
for the economical administration ot the government 
that all duties to be tanly laid, should be upon the 
equal and ad valorein. principle, and if discrimina- 
tion as made, it should be to take duties off the ne- 
cessarics ot lile, which will be a great benefit to the 
laboring classes, and lay them on all luxuries equal- 
ly which will injure none. 

4. Resolved, That the law establishing a treasury 
independent of all banks, is in accordance with the 
constitution, a safe, sound and wise policy, and 
should not be repealed. 

5. Resolved, That the power to incorporate a 
bank is not ouly not in the constitution, but was 


expressly refused to congress: that its establishment | 


will be a wound in the constitution, and inflict a 
tatal blow upon the best interests of S. Carolina. 

6. Revolved, That congress having no authority 
under the constitution to incorporate a national 
bank, if such an institution be incorporated, we hold 
that the charter may at any time be repealed and the 
bank abolished. 

7. Resolved, ‘That we deprecate severally the 
measures above named, as the mutually dependent 

arts of one scheme, which can origioate but in viu- 
ation of the constitution, and must result in heavy 
calamities ta the country; that a national bauk espe- 
cially would be most injniious fo the interests of 
South Carolina; and that no representative of beis 
can promote either measure, especially the establish- 
ing such bank without the direct saciifiee of her 
principles, the disregard of her wishes, and in viola- 
tion of his trast, the imposing upon her the heaviest 
of inisfortunes, 

8. Resolved, That the hon. John C. Calhoun, by 
his delty to South Carolina, his vindication of the 
constitution and the unweaned zeal and ability with 
which he bas supported the rights: and interests of 
the whole south has preserved unshaken our eoufi- 
dence in the purity and integrity of bis character, 
and won for himself our admiration and gratitade; 
and that we gladly avail ourselves of this accasion to 
say to him, well dore for the past, and God speed 
for the luture. 


DEBATE ON THE LOAN BILL. 
i From the National Intelligeneer. 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JULY 8. 
The house having resolved itself into coininittee 
of the whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Baracs 
ot Massachusetts, in the etiair), on the bill authoris- 
ing a loan not exceeding twelve millions ot dollars. 
Mr. Prekens rose and aildressed the committee 
during the boar, m urgent opposition to the bill. 
He did not desire, he said, to trespass on the at- 
tention of the committee. He knew bow great the 


Let us, then, with the memory | 


knew that there was a great indisposition on the 
part both of the house and the committee to consider 
such bills as these. During the whole period of his 
service here, he had been struck with the remarkable 
fact that on all money questions, npon all bills in- 
volving appropriations of the publie money, there 
was more apathy and indifference, and less conside- 
ation than on any other measures. He did not 
know why this was; but such was the fact. And yet, 
if any measures Were more important than others, 
they certainly were those which related ta the finan- 
ces ol the country, and the mode aud manner of rais- 
ing the ways and means to meet the exigencies and 
expenses af the government. 

We bad heen tauzht to believe that nothing was 
more important in the affairs of government than the 
taxing power. This might be a prejadice, but, if it 
was, we had inherited it fioin. our aucestois and 
from the proudest associations of our own time. It 


| had. always been considered the test of liberty here 


and in Great Britain. The bill before the commit- 
tee, although nominally a bill to borrow money, 
was, in fact, a bill to lay a tax upon the community 
for the purpose of paying this loan. The great 
question now was, whether this loan was necessary 
under existing circumstances; and, if so, the great 
question jor tuture consideration. was, how should 
the loan be paid. How were we to lay a tax, to 
raise the means to pay off this loan? Every people 
had a pecoliar eriterion by whieh to judge of liber- 
ty; and the English people had always judged ot the 
powers of the government by all measures connect- 
ed with the finances of the government. ‘Phe line 
which separated the power of goverument from pri- 
vate property was the line which defined English 
liberty. Aud the true and real mode by which to 
judge of the privileges aud liberties of the people 
was the power they had 1o restrain taxation by go- 
vernmeut. lt was this consideration which made 
this bill and others connected with it of the deepest 
importance to every portion of the tax paying com- 
munity. He hoped and trusted that gentlemen who 
conscientiously oppesed these measures would not 
be considered as acting fiom any taeticus desire to 
thwart the just purposes of government. His own 
opposition went to all these measures—to the sys- 
temas awhole. And Jet not gentlemen take up 
the idea that this opposition was based upon any 
technica] or abstract nations. A gentleman from 
Kentucky, (Mr. Unperwoop), the other day had 
spoken of the ridiculous idea of state authority or 
state rights. He, (Mr. P.) had known many in- 
stances in which gentlemen had denonneed as hum- 
buggery that whieh they had uot tliemselves tlie fa- 
culty to comprehend. 

Mr. P. then proceeded to argne that we had a 
peculiar government, differing. trom any other on 
jus very point of taxation, That there were no 
countiies whieh even approached fo it in its fiscal 
operation, except France and Russia, that, owing to 
our loea] interests, our extent ol territory, and va- 
riety of climate, Great Britain conkl raise two hun- 
dred millions by tax, and disburse it over her sinall 
tenitory without producing any inaterial effeet on 
the resources or the national wealth ol that country, 
where we could not raise filly muthons. Aud it was 
nol to be wondered at, therefore, that there wasa 
natural sensativeness here in regard fo the fiscal 
operations of the government, the tendency ol which 
was to make one portion of our territory contiibule 
to the revenue and another fo receive it. 
the great diference between the government ot the 
United States and that of Great Britain, and this 
was the cause of the power and immense fiscal re- 
sources of the latter nation. And here was the fatal 
error into which gentlemen who sustained this sys- 
tem of measures had fallen; they had taken their 
example froin England, from English institutions 


and English principles and customs, and they at- 
tempted to apply it fo us—to a people totally oit- 
ferent in every respect. This argument Mr. P. car- 
ried out at some length. 

What he desired was, that genilemen should pause 
and consider what (hey were about. Let thein not 
revive a system which Alexender Harailtop and his 
associates very patriotically at that time engrafted 
upon our governioent in iis first stages, when they 
believed the federal government to be too weak—an 
opinion originating in an honest error, But those 
who naw opposed this system of measures did so be- 
cause they firmly believed that the tendency of them 
was to injure the country—to prodnee ill-feeling 
and sectional jealousy, which would, in the end, re- 
sult ina dissolution of the union. Not that he made 
any threat of that kind—not that le was disposed to 
go to that length, or toany thing looking towards it. 
He looked to the progress of things. We were 
treading on dangerous ground, and the people never 
wonld submit tamely to the unjust and unequal ope- 
ration uf this government. Not, he repeated, that 


This was | 


he would resist, but the tendency of. these things 
was to prodnee the results he had spoken of. 

Mr. P. then referred to the attempt to arraign 
parties, whieh, tie said, had been made yesterday by 
the chairman of the committee of ways and means, 
(Mr. Firemone). Mr. P. deprecated any effort of 
the kind, and would not, he said, follow the ex- 
ample which had been set in that respect. 

The house "was now presented in a remarkable 
attitude before the country. Only two days since, 
a bill had been passed which took three millions of 
dollars trom the regular revenue, and then imime- 
diately aflerwards came the naked proposition ta 
borrow twelve millions of dollars. Did geutlemen 
suppose that the tax paying portion of the people 
would not inquire into the matter—that they would 
uot ask why it was that we distributed the revenue 
of the country with one hand, and with the other 
laid an additional tax upon the people? Such a pro- 
position never had been presented to a deliberative 
assembly. 

Mr. P. then laid down the proposition that there 
was not the slishtest necessity for a loan at all, and, 
to sustain this position, examined with great minute- 
ness the report and estimates of the secretary of 
the treasury inade at the present session, comparing 
them with estimates made by himself, with a view 
of ascertaining what the present and prospective 
wants of the treasury were. His calculations had 
brought him fo a result the correctness of which he 
believed to be demonstrable that no loan was need- 
ed. 

But Mr. P. contended that, even if the views he 
had taken al the wants of the government and the 
means of supplying those wants was not correct, 
the whig party, it was to be remembered, had come 
in upon prineiples of reform, He went with the 
gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. SorrEeRs), who 
had said that reform was one of the verdicts of the 
people; and that the representatives of the people 
were called upon to enler upon their judgment. He 
(Mr. P.) called upon this house to enter up the 
judgment of economy and reform, instead of going 
turtlier and deeper in pubhe expenditnres than any 
other administration which had preceded this, as it 
was now proposed to do. 

Mr. Pickens proceeded, in the next place, to 
point oat the items of expenditure which might, 
without the least injury to the interest of the go- 
vernment or to the public service, sutter retrench- 
ment. He qnoted the report of the seeretary of the 
treasury of December 9, 1840; irom it he took the 
several items, and then stated how much, in his 
opinion, each might be reduced. The result of the 
fust braneh of this reduction of partieulars wasa 
surn to be retrenched amounting to $852,000, 

He next went into the items of pensions, the Flo- 
rida war, and the expenditures of congress; on these, 
with a few minor ones 1a addition, he estimated that 
there might, without injury, be a saving of four 
miltions. 

Mr. P. had gotten thus far in his subject, and 
was just abant to enter into a comparison of the re- 
lative advantages of a loan and of treasury notes, 
when the hour alloted under the new rule to the 
speech of each metnber having expired, he was ent 
(short by the ehair. He remonstrated much and 
loudly, prononncing the role the mast abominable 
regulation that ever was invented by tyranny, and 
it was not till. repeatedly adinonislied by the chair 
that he was ont of order that he finally took his seat, 
giving notice that he would, as soon as it should be 
jin order, move fo amend the bill by introducing a 
substitute, giving ample means to the treasury, bat 
avoiding the evils of which he complained in the bili 
now under consideration. 

Mr. SERGEANT next addressed the committee: 
and seldom has the reporter more regretted the ex- 
treme difficulty of hearing that gentleman; he fears 
that owing to this circumstance he will. be able to 
present but an imperfect sketeh of his argument. 

Mr. S. remarked that the late adminis'ration bad 
haz possession of the government down to the eyen- 
ing of the 8d of March last, and had gone out of 
power leaving the government minus to the amonnt 
of twelve millions of dollars. This, of course, has 


| been through a mistake—it must have. been—lor it 


conld never have been the intention of those recent- 
lv in power that the government should not be car- 
nied on; but, as they left it no means to do so, it 
taust of course stop, or go limping and halting mi- 
serably along, dnring the rest of the year—and that 
during a veiy critical period in the history of the 
country. By noone had this eritical state of our 
allairs been more loudly or extensively proelaiined 
to the world than by the gentleman from South Ca- 
rolna, (Mr. PrckgxNs). He had made it known, 


| not only throughout this conutry, but he had led the 


people of England to believe that war with the U. 


| States was inevitable; and, so far had this impres- 


sion been produced, that even our Mediterranean 


at the high tone of feeling existing in this house, 


as manifested by the gentleman's report, the idea) 


of avoiding a war was entirely out of the question; 
and in consequence, they had hastened tu get out 
of the stiaits of Gibraltar into the open oeean, and 
one had never stopped till she had actually cowe 
all the way home. [A laugh.] The country, 
then, had been, it seemed, on the brink of a war 
when this toistake had been committed; and it 


seemed too, thatthe fear of a war was as great a tuis- | 


take as the providing no means to meet it, for, by 
some step-cock or sately-valve, all tms high-pres- 
sure excitement had been quickly drawn olb, and 
the unlucky vessel, after running across the cntie 
width of the ocean, had returned quietly back to her 
station, Mr. S. insisted that this course, ou the part 
of the late administration, could have been nothing 
but a imstake, lor, if the honorable chaiiman of the 
committee on foreign relations, (Mr PICKENS), 
was right, and all the world was right in what they 
had concluded from his report, (and the impression 
then produced had never been out of sightin England 
til! the disturbance of her own elections at home had 
put it ont of her thoughts), and war had actually 
been so near at hand, the administration never could 
have dreamed of leaving their country without ar- 
mor of defence, or a dollar to invet the emergency. 
But what had happened in the meanwhile? A change 
of adininistration, And who made if? The peaple 
of the United States. How was it made? Under 
the provisions of the constitution. And whal for? 
Because they choose il; that was a sufficient reason, 
nor was the sovereign power bound to give any 
other. The people choose to change the adwinistia- 
tion, and they did change it; but the country was 
not changed, or the interests of the country, or the 
relations between the government and the people. 
Not at all. These remain just as they had beea— 
the duly on the one hand to provide the ways and 
means, and the duty on the olher to take care of tie 
umon, The union was our country. Mr. S. never 
had bad any other; nor would he ever acknowledge 


any other, and he never would submit to have his| 


country taken from hin. And this, he believed, 
was the sober deterinination of the people of the 
union. 

lt ever there was a tiioe when all who loved the 
country were called to hold fast the truth that the 
union is our country, it was immediately after the 
utterance to. the world of such a report as that of 
the gentleman, when its language threatened us 
with a war in which every power and every re- 
source we passessed iutist be taxed to the utuiost. 
Anl what had been the cause of such a mistake as 
had been committed by the gentleman and his 
irends in power? He believed, he teusted thal it 
had been for purposes, (here Mr. S. turned quite 
away fiom the reporter, and what he said was to 
him entirely lost) —aud now, proceeded Mr. S. they 
will see and know, and feel how fully they were 
justified in their determination that the admimstra- 
tion should be changed. For what had been the 
history of the past? The ordinary revenue had all 
been spent, and from six (o eight millions a year 
besides, amounting in all to thirty-one millions.— 
Wheie did the money come from? How was this 
state of things hidden from the people? Ei the first 
place, whatever had come into their hands had been 
used tor the pmiposes of the government, and then 
came a called session. in September, 1537, which 
ended m giving the power tO issue treasury notes. 
To be sure, there had been one happy result [rom 
the exercie of this power, and only one—it had 
broaght the government more in sympathy with the 
conutiy than any other measure of that adininistra- 
tion, for the whole country bad been deluged wath 
promissory notes of every possible description; and 
how the government was na longer out of the fash. 
lon, they issued {lis government paper without de- 
lay; and what for? Quly to live upon fora tew day-; 
that they would have plenty ol inoney to-inorrow, 
and then tbey would all be paid off Wow did it 
usually tare with au individual who pursued. the 
same plan in lus private allaits? tHe got his note 
discounted and thought no more of it dor the sixty 
days; in the mean tine the money was all spent; 
and then, when the sixty days were out, he gave a 
new note and paid the discount. 

It happened just so with the government. At 
every new batch of treasury notes the saine song was 
sung in the ears of congress: *Weonly want it for a 
short tines funds will eoine in, and all will be right." 
Aud thus matters proceeded. antl the government 
had issued to the tune of thirty-one millions of dot- 
Jars. Of this amount it bad paid, i payment it 


might be called, twenty-two millions, and nine mil- | that the taxes were raised in one place and expend- | mits. 
lions remained still outstanding, though five millions | ed in another, was a valid objection to the raising of, was to rely altogether npon fice labor. 


had been all that was asked for at first, and that only 


and it was high timè it shoull be checked. We had 
had outstanding at one time, in 1823, no less than | 
ten millions in this treasury paper, and there re- 
mained nine toillious out stihl. Was this no publie 
debt? Oh, no. There was no publie debt. None 
atal. It was this new administration which was 
going to plunge the eountry into deht. Something 
had been said yesterday about *Sjugaling;? and many 
a man had jugsled hitoself in this very way. But 
were the people to be juggled into the belief that 
they were not in deht when these notes were out for 
nine millions ofdollars? Was a debt any les a debt 
| because it had but 30 days to run, rather than ten 
| years? No; but the difference between them might 
be, that in one case the debt hid itself from view.— 
Under the system of treasury notes to take up trea- 
sury notes, one set on the back of another, it was 
unknown to the country how much it was in debtat 
any oue time. The d: bt was kept out of sight, and 
the people were boldly told that there was no na- 
tional debt. And then, when a new administration 
came into power, and, looking into the actual ba- 
lance due, proposed to settle it in an open manner, 
admitting its whole extent, and seeking means 
whereby to meet and to discharge it, then it was at 
once sald “oh, this is the new administration that is 
going into debt: under the good old tines we were 
notin debt; but no sooner da these people get into 
power than their first act is to plunge the nation into 
debt!" Now so far, the treasury note power still 
survived; a loan only went to change the form of the 
debt, and, as Mr. S. thought, to change it for the 
better. The coinplaint, m fact, aroounted to this: 
“You do notdo as we did." Well, what did you 
do?—pay the debt? No, you did not, If you had, 
we should not now have to provide for paying it.— 
You went in debt, and lett your debt to us with 
nothing to pay it. That is what ynu did. And if 
the countiy is in debt under this new administiation, 
whose fault isi? The fault of those stewards who 
were entrusted with the reveuue heretolore, They 
spent all the revenue, and six or eight millions a 
year besides, 

The whole charge against us comes to this, that 
finding a debt on band, we have not chosen to issue 
our no es for it, bnt prefer to give a bond. What 
course cau be imore open, upright, honest—if the 
creditoris willing? But in the present case there isa 
third party to be consnlted, and that is the people ot 
the United States. We are for doing what is right 
and just, and doing it in such a way as all the peo- 
ple can understand. Here is no tog; no mystifica- 
lion; we speak plain English that all can under- 
stand; and the people will be able ro judge, at the 
en.| of the period for which the bond has to run, 
which couise is the most manly and the wisest. 

Mr. S, said he bad had it in view when he rose to 
nolice one or two of the remarks of the gentleman 
froin South Carolina (Mr. Pickens) which, on ae- 
count of the principle they contained, were of much 
nore consequence than the fate of the bill. That 
gentleman was in the habit, on all occasions, of go- 
ing baek to first principles, as he nnderstood thein; 
principles which, traced to their consequences, 
struck at the root of the union, and at the perpetui- 
ty of the constitution. The geutleman's doctrines 
went to the prineiples on whica alone this govern- 
ment could be administered. H the gentleman was 
correct, the constitution ought tiever to have been 
adopted, never to have been framed, it is not an in- 
| strument tit to be adopted in the governinent of this 
| country; and the union itself is founded in injustice, | 
and onght to be dissolved. What was the gentle- | 
man’s doctrine, sueeinetly stated? As Mr. S. un- | 
derstood lim, it amounted to this: that all taxes 
ought to be expended where they were raised, 

Mr. Pickens here interposed, Ol no, I did not 
(say that. I said that in a country possessing ‘such 
an extensive territory, and embracing such diversi- 
fred interests as ours, the raising of taxes and their 
expenditure was a vital question. Not that we ob- 
ject to the raising of taxes, but that the fact of their 
being raised by a general demand and expended in 
a particular direction makes us look with great so- 
licitude at (he manner in which the revenue is ma- 
aged. I said that owing to the different nature of 
the British government, that government could 
inore easily raise and expend two hundred millions 
| than we conld fifty. 

Mr. SERGEANT resumed. ‘There was a limita- 
tion in the taxing power in the constitution; Mr. S. 
knew of no other. It what Mr. P. now stated, viz: 


| taxes, then the constitution eught to be altered. 


| they were raised. 


Mr. SERGEANT said it came tothe same thing at 


it was now growing into a habit of the government, | last: either the gentleman’s argument was an argu- 


inent for a tax or against a tax, or it was no argi- 
ment at all. Mr. S. knew that it was not an argu- 
ment for a tax, therefore it must be against laying 
taxes, and so an argument out of the constitution 
and against the constitution. If the fact that taxes 
being raised in one place and spent in another was 
an argument against laying atax, then it came to 
this—that all taxes ought to be expended where 
The passage quoted by the gen- 
tleman had contained this very objection: “that peo- 
ple out of Virginia had power to tax the people in 
Virginia.” 

Mr. Pickens said he had quoted those words, 
but nof with approbalion. 

Mr. SERGEANT reminded the committee that the 
gentleman had said that this (viz: that taxes raised 
in one part of the country were expended in ano- 
ther) was the ground of our controversy with Eng- 
land, and its resistance ended in cur independence. 
Now, Mr. S. would ask any gentlewan it he had 
ever heard or read that this was the ground of our 
quarrel with England? No; the ground of that 
quarrel had heen, that while we were taxed we 
were not represented at all. 

Mr. Pickens. Exactly; that is just what I said. 
[A langh]. 

Mr. 8. said they would sonn come to the end of 
the argument. If this union was to be preserved, 
the representative body must be collected from dif- 
ferent paits of the union, unless, indeed, one state, 
from her greater power, or wealth, or patriotism, or 
bravery, claimed to be herselt the representative 
body. fA laugh.] Then what was the next con- 
sideration? A country of this extent could not be a 
pure democracy, Where all the peaple asseinble to 
consult and to make the laws; they must act through 
representatives. If free, it must bea representative 
republic. The representatives must come from 
different portions of the community, else it would 
not be a popular government, and they must be in 
proportion to.the nnizber of the people, elze it could 
not be a popular representation. If gentlemen could 
show that this government ought to represent pro- 
perty, and sn to be an aristocracy, or to represent a 
privileged class and sa to be an oligarehy, let them 
come out boldly and say so, and then their reasons 
should be examined. But in the meantime, Mr. S. 
said that the gentleman's argument Was an argu- 
ment against the constitution and against the union; 
it was against a representative republic; and if there 
could be a greater political heresy imagined, he 
knew not whatit was. Mr. S. was aware that the 
gentleman did not mean lo earry ont the conse- 
quences of his own principle, hut those ennsequences 
could not but be very serious when in a great repre- 
sentative body every question involving taxation 
was assumed to be a ground of reproach amd of com- 
plaint, not as against its authors or advoeates, but 
as against the coustilution itself. [Here a part of 
what Mr. S. said was lost, as he turned about to di- 
rect his remarks to Mr. Pickens, who sat on the 
other side]. 

Mr. S. said he would. quote for the gentleman's 
benefit a book wrilten in the British Isles, aud print- 
ed in Scotland: it contained an article which went 
to show what interpretation was put abioad upon the 
arguments aud sentiments advanced here by south- 
ern gentlemen. Mr. S. confessed that in reading it 
he had been, as mach as any man ought to be, ex- 
cited by witnessing the impression of which it 
spoke, ` He wanted the gentleman to look into this 
mirror, aud there see what consequences were attri- 
buted abroad to arguments such as he had now em- 
ployed. ‘The article was [rom the last number of 
the Ediubuigh Review, on the republic of Texas 
and the recognitjon of that government by England. 
It was written by a Mr, Kennedy, formerly connect- 
ed with the British colonial government m Canada, 
who had subsequently visited the United States, and 
had then gone to ‘Texas. 

Gentlemen all knew that England had recently 
acknowledged the government of Texas, and that 


| the anti-slavery peuple in England had been dread- 


fully shocked at the idea, becanse they atlected to 
believe that the whole af the late Texian revolution 
had been based chiefly, if not solely, upon the main - 
tenance of slavery; aud. that by recognising such a 
government England gave countenance to a govern- 
ment founded on slavery. This was an entire mis- 
take; for in (he first place the Texian revolution had 
started on no such principle; and in the sceond place 
the republic confamed but [ew slaves within its h- 
It was not goirg to be a slave country, but 
Then there 
were vast commercial advantages to England to 
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grow ont of her intercourse with -this new republic. 
Mr. S. here quoted the following passage: 

“The commercial interests of "Texas, and the an- 
tipathy to the northern. portion of the United. States, 
WHICH SHE INHERITS FROM [MER KINDRED OF THE 
SOUTHERN STATES, will always tend to umite her 
with Great Britain.” 

Tins, Mr. S. remarked, was the langnage of a 
stranger looking on what transpired among us, and 
contemplating with leelings of satisfaction the anti- 
patliy of the south against the nurth, which antina- 
thy, he declares, has gone, with the children of the 
south, into the new republice uf Texas: his caleula- 
thon was tbat they would retain tliis feeling of hose 
tility; that it would prejudice them against the whole 
union; aud so would have the effect of holding Texas 
in eloser umon with Great Butan. The union was 
not to be an object of a process of 1eason, but of a 
feeling of antipathy; every body knew what an an- 
tipathy was; it had nothing ol reason inat; it sas an 
irrational aversion. 

Alter some remarks upon the character of the two 
Austins, lather and son, who were the first Ameri- 
can settlers of Texas, Mr. 5. proceeded to quote 
froin the Review: 

“But the advantages which we may calculate on 
deriving from Texas in peace are ot lar greater in- 
portance. The foundations of the new republic 
may be said to be laid in the principle of free trade. 
Hei wealth consists in her raw produce; her wants 
iu manniactured articles. Our utmost demand for 
cotton may, and in a great measure will, probably ere 
Jong be supphed trom Texas; and no fantastic scheme 
of encouraging imprrilect and costly manufactures 
of her own will, we may be sure, ever induce her to 
sacrifice her true sources of prosperity, by refu-ing | 
to take the wrought goods of Mauchester and Bir- 
miuzhaum in exchange for the produce of her soll.— 
Here, then, we have a security against that etitire | 
dependence on the commerce of the United Siates, 
which, with all its pacific influences, eannol be con- 
templated without apprehension, Teras will either 
repeal the tariff of the United Stutes, or NULLIFY ifs 
operations; and, however stales and factions may job 
in congress, and produce a systein ol general proli- 
bition, as the resnit of a dishonest combinatiun be- 
tween the manufacturers of New England and the su- 
gar planters uf Louisiana, the independence of 
Texas, and the identity of its interests with the prin- 
ciples of free trade, will seeure to Great Britain aj 
market where she inay buy and sell in defiance of 
any unwise legislation thal may be adopted al Wash- 
iaglon. Nor will this be the sum of the beneficial 
interchange that may be established between the 
two countries. The fertile territory of Texas cre- | 
ates a demand for labor which Great Biitain can 
alone supply; and affords an ainple field ior emigra- 
tion, which the wise policy of the republic is pre- | 
pared to promote by the soundest system an the dis- 
position uf its waste lands. The bonds of ancient 
kundied may thus be knit with fresh strength; and 
the independence of Texas create only a wider dif- 
tusion of the British race and of British sympathies.” 

This is the speculation of a man lately connected 
with the Biitish ministry in one of tlie colonies of 
ler empire. And what is the foundation of the 
whole? It is the antipathy of the south to this union 
—alabtipathy which they carry into Texas, and 
whieb will operate to secure the trade of Birining- 
hain and Manchester against the Jobbing in congress | 
between the manulactuiers of New England and the 
suzar planters of Louisiana. When the friemls of 
abolition m Englaud remonstiate against the recog- 
nition ot the independence of Texas, and ask, have 
we not been paying twenty millions tothe West Ine 
tha planters to liberate their slaves, and are we now 
going to depend on slave labor in the United States? 
the answer is, “oh, noz don’t you see how it will 
work? Don’t you see that this recognition must in! 
the end prove the destivetion of the slaveholding 
interest in the United States? That Texas will sup- 
plant them in our market, and that we shall be sup- 
plied with all they now furnish ro us by [ree labor? 

Mr. PrckENs here again interposed. If the gen- 
tleioan foin Pennsylvania meant, by iinplication, to 
asse:t that Mr. P. had said any thing implying anti- 

ithy to the north, he was entirely mistaken, Mr. 
b. had said no such thing. He had only argued 
again t pressing tax bills when it was unnecessarys 
that it would result in producing au alienation of 
teeling, not in the south agaist the north, but ali- 
«nation in the minds and leelings of the tax-paying 
popnlation, whether in the north or the south. 

Mr. SERGEANT resuined. If any such fecling 
existed any where, Mr. S. knew of tio cause to pro- 
duce it. In this quotation, gentleman had the result 
of the observations of a stranger. Here was a mir- 
yor into which 

Mr. Prc&ENs here interposed, speaking with 


much earnestness, but, amidst the cries tor order 
which inmediately arose, the reporter could not 


catch his words. They were understood, however, 
as directed against the author of the review as a 
stranger to the real icelings of Aineijieans, and a 
traducer of our people. 

Mr. S, asked whether it was not fine for Ameri- 
cans who loved this union to cling to the umon and 
to each other? For, at last, their dependence for 
defence against the whole world was upon each 
other. This union had been so consecrated in the 
affections of our people that it never could be toneh- 
ed without incurring distress and suffering beyond | 
description. Weall hada righttothe union. Ltucver 
could be dissolved but by force and violence; and | 
when that point was reached, the battle would not 
be fought with words. The man who rose to use 
such weapons woul! find the dagger at his throat, 
It wonld be a contest worse even than a servile war. 
Indeed, he did not kmew but the horrors of soeial 
might be aggravated bv those of a survile war, and 
both endured at once. The masses might become so 
excited and infuridted against each other, that they 
might be tenipied to seize upon any instrament of 
vengeance that presented itself to theirhands. Let, 
southern gentlemen remember what and who wonld 
be so presented to the rage of civil strife. And 
what would it all be for? To divide the north from | 
the south? Where was “the south?’ Could any gen- | 
tleinan tell bun? Where did it begin, and where did 
it end? D.d it include D. laware? Did it take in Ma- 
ryfand? Did it cover Virginia? or North Carolina? 
Was it confined to the cotton. region? There was! 
no cotton in Delaware; none in Maryland, and very 
little in Vuginia or North Carolina, and that little 
was going rapidly into extinction. The same might 
be said in 1elerence to Tennessee. The separating 
line could not, then, be assuincd to be the boundary 
of the cotten district, What would gentlemen eall 
the great valley of Virgina? Was it the noth or 
was it ihe soul? Did it b. long to one side of the 
line or to the otber? In deeliny, he believed it was 
much the same as Pennsylvania. But supposing 
the separating line eould. be accurately diawn lo-| 
day, where would it be to moriow? Was not tbe! 
extent of the cotton product continually varving? 
Where, then, he agaiu asked, was the south? What 
was its southern boundary? Was Louisiana in- | 
cluded? Hers was the sugar region; she wanted 
her sugar protected; she was no advocate of Iree 
trade, anıl was notin the combination which would 
sustain Birmingham and Manchester against tlie | 
competition of the United States. Where, then, 
was the identity of the south? Were there no con- 
flicting interests, no competition, no rivalries? Were 
not Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia and Sonth Caro- 
lina produce:s of the same staples, and eompetiturs 
in the same markets? Mr. S. would not say that 
this state of tüings naturaily engendered enmity, 
but that it produced a contliet of interest. The | 
time had been when South Carolina took the lead 
in the cotton trade, but be believed that last year) 
the produce of. Georgia had been greater than hers. 
The investinent of Georgia in the Bank of the 
United States proved that she had aecninulated a 
vast capital. l had been stated that Mississippi 
alone could produce more cotton than the uni.cd 
wold could requie. And now look at other parts 
ol the union. Did gentiemen forget the heavy nu- , 
portations of cotton into the city of Boston? The 
natural consequence of such cominercial intercourse 
was to establish the relations ol mutual friendship. 
The noth becaine the eusteiner ol the south, and 
one of her best customers. But white the north 
and the south were contending with each other, | 
dia they forget that there was a growing giant 
who might one day volunteer to come in between | 
them and to. put an end to their controversy in 
a way that would require all tiir. energies to su-- 
tain their rizlits. against the power of the meui- 
ator? i 

Mr. S. here made some reference, not. distinctly 
heard, to the water-rotied and dew-rotted hemp ol 
Kentneky, and intiinated that she never wonbl lend 
herself to au unnatural antipathy and eonsent to in- 
jure her own laud to benefit strangers. He was un- | 
derstood to say that the feeling of which he spoke hai, 
ina greater oi less degree, prevailed hom the begim- 
ning; that it had produced the compromise law, and 
and if pressed too far might lead to cousequences 
Which no oue could now anticipate. 

Mr. RHETT saul be had entered the ball while the 
gentleman trom Pennsylvania was speaking. He, 
had not heard the former pait of bis observations, 
but he liad heard him say that the argument ol lus 
colleague (Mi. Pickens) was an argoment against 
the constitution, because his colleague had said that 
when taxes were collected 15 one part of the umen | 
to be spent in another, it was an evil that was an 
argument against the constitution and agair st repre- 
sentative governinent. Now Mr. R. did not sup- 
pose it required any reasoning to prove that if tuxes 


were ever colleet«d in one region and immediate 


ly disbursed in the same region, it would be an 
evil, because sneh an operation would be allended 
with expeuses to which the people onght not to be 
subjected. 

But the evil ninsi be still worse if the taxes were 
disbursed in a region where they were not collect- 
ed, Wonld any one say that such an operation was 
not an injury to one part of the cuountiy. anda boun- 
1y to another? Coull any man deny this? And did at 
uot present a goad practical illustiation of the work 
ing ol the constitution of the United States? Would 
any gentleman deny this? Did not the reports [roin 
the departinents show where the taxes, collected 
under this government, were disbursed? Would 
any man say that they were disbursed equally? No 
man could maintain it. Aud if the taxes were eol- 
lected equally, and were disbursed unequally, could 
any man say that the constitution of tlie Unten 
States did not work unequally? It was the naked 
truth: nay, he was about to say it wasa palpable 
truism. And because he said this, was he to be told 
that he was arguing against the constitution, and 
against representative government? He was not. It 
was the most dillicult thing in the world, even when 
the interests of the people were absolutely identical, 
to frame an equal law. Even in the sinallest state, 
almost every law that could be enacted wonld ope- 
rate unequally. 

Nor was this {rue of representative governments 
only; it was true of every nation under the sun. In 
Great Britain itself, narrow and cirenmseribed as 
were the limits of the British isles, no tax could 
operate with entire equality. Inequality was the 
necessary result of taxation under all goveruments. 
Taxation was stself an evil; in any shape; and te 
say that it was an evil was not tu argue agamst the 
constitution of the United States. The same thing 
might be said of alinost every law by which proper- 
ty was ei her taken or disbursed. Ånd becauze his 
colleague had brought this as an argument why 
faxes should be kept as low as possible, a. geutte- 
man from the north rose in his place and pronaune- 
ed that argument to be an argument against the 
constitution and against the union. The gentleman 
was mistaken. When the Aimesican people adopt- 
ed the eonstitution, no man had been fool enough to 
think that it would or could operate equally. It 
was not adopted under any such expectation. [i 
was adapted as the price of liberty. They knew 
that something must be sacrificed. but they 1elied 
on the constitution to reinburse thein for any and all 
sacrifices it might require. Its benefits they knew 
would outweigh the price it cost a million fold, pic- 
vided only that the restuction in that instrument 
were saeredly adhered to, 

Mr R. believed that, next to the sacred baok of 
God, the constitution of the United Slates was the 
most perlect paper ever seen in the üniveise, and he 


‘should eonstler it as one of the heaviest calamities, 


not to the people of this country alone, but to all 
nations, should it ever go down. Mr. R was 
content with the eonsti'ation, He wanted to see 
ho innovation upon it. [E congrese furbore to tiead 
upon soubi ful or equivocal gionn l, the effet ol the 
constitution would be nutlung but perce and harmo- 
ny, and all the wild speculationsof libellous intren- 
Ing forvigners, whether utlered behind cur back or 
in onr presence, would prove as false in thiir re- 
sults as they were base und ealumuions in the ss- 
sumptions on which they were founded. Ail 
diffieulties—all that marred our harmony or ale nat- 
ed or feelings fiom euch other, arise fem the cxer- 
eise of doubtiul powers; and, unless that exercise 
shoul! be refiaiied from. these alieuitions. would 
inerease till this mighty fabric of freedom, the pre- 
cious labor of our fathers? hande, must go down end 
thinble into mina, But Mr. R was not ane af 
those who belreved that this beloved iion: al onts 
wes destined (o be dissolved, Tue history of ihe 
past exlibiied no. instance in. which a conlede rac 
of states Lad been dissolved. No; the tendeney of 
contederacies Tay in the opposite direction. ‘blr v 
had always become more and more consolidated. 151 
some inilibay tyrant aese and set his foot upon the 
neck of the whole, 

Mr. R did not fear, and never had feared, a dis- 
solution of this union. Ft was deepiy found an 
the atfeetions of the peor le; it was eorssciated. by 
rei einbranees of the past, and by the mou-ts levat- 
ing Lopes for the filuve: fill Americans should Jor- 
get bot! they never would consent to break their 
bond of union. And he believed that the only rea- 


son why olber naftous had ever doubted the eon- 
tinnance of this confederacy was to be fond in the 


He 


contentions of representatives on that flour. 
knew of nothing in the present state of 
whieh breathed any thing like autipatiy ay 
Loth; nor was he apprehr nsive. that the ante 
tione of evii in which oor encinies might mdi 
ever would be realised by the legislation in that hice 
Bu: when stang is looked on the serau.bles s biou 


ainsi 
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sometimes took place in that house for government 
appropriations, aud the angry feelings which they 
sometimes produced, was it not tobe expected that, 
it they wished our ruin, them eyes wontd beam 
with eager hope to see it accomplished? Donbtless 
they would. 
ment; the day had not arrived that was to witness 
the dissolution of the union of these states, Mr. R. 
had seen a very learned pamphlet, the aim of which 
was todemoustrale from geographical eonsidera- 
tions, and the ditlerenees in climate production, 
that this union could not long continue. Mr. R. 
was no believer in this sort ot geographical logic. 
How often were those whose geographical relation 
was precisely the same found at daggers’ points with 
each other, and vice versa? No; his hope was in 
the deep sympathy which bound together the Anglo 
Saxon race—in the associations of the past and the 
common anticipations of the future. These wonld 
hold our people firmly together, and he dehed the 
wnatice or the wit of man to separate them fiotn each 
other. Notwithstanding all this, however, he did 
believe that the constitution operated unequally; but 
u it worked still more unequally, he was not gomg 
to give i np. ‘The constitution was precious to him 
in its permanent principles though it might be un- 
equat in its temporary operation. Make it but what 
it was intended to be; keep it above all suspicion 
by the purity of legislative action; let the general 
government be what it was intended to be, onr 
shield against foreign nations. Do this and union 
and liberty would long be preserved for our pros- 
perity. 

As to what had been said about rivalry hetween 
Alabama and Sonth Carolina, Mr R. dil uot believe 
that their interests were in the least degree antogo- 
uistie. Let each be content to do as well as it could, 
and they might long live in harmony and peace. 
The same was true of the sonth and the north. 
Their interests larmonised—the north furnished to 
the south that best of all markets in the world—a 
doinestic market—nor was there a ma at the south 
who would not infinitely prefer to wear a suit of 
American manufacture to being dependent tor his 
clothing on any nation on earth. This was their 
fevling—it pervaded! the whole south, but they 
could not give up their rights—their pride, their 
iuterest, their duty alike forbade it. Give ns, suid 
Mr. R. the constitution; that is all we ask; but 
we cannot give up our rights under st, and we will 
nnt, 

Mr. F EssENDEN expressed his satisfaction at lis- 
tening to the utteranee of such opinions in such a 
quarter. His mind had been greatly relieved by it, 
bot he regretted to find, when the gentleman eame 
to explain that all las attachment to the constitution 


But they were doomed to disappoint: | 
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curring a national debt while they themselves had 
created it, hidden it from the eye of the people un- 
der perplexed and unintelligible reports from the 
treasnry, and then turned it over as a legacy to the 
present administration. As to'state rights, they 
were not in the least danger; the representatives of 
the people would naturally love the rights of their 
states, Le had much greater apprehensions for the 
tights of congress under the constitution, aud had 
indeed been waiting to hear some strait-laced 
state rights gentleman rise up and deny the right 
of congress to borrow money. ‘The greater danger 
was froma want ol attachment to the general govern- 
ment. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS, 
FIRST SESSION, 
SENATE 

July S. Mr. Kerr presented a report of a com- 
mittee of the general assembly of Maryland on the 
subject of the puhlie lands, accompanied by a reso- 
lution stating, in effect, that the lands were never 
conveyed for public revenne, but in trust, tor the 
purposes therein mentioned; and that a grant of the 
publie lands to the states in which they lie would 
be a usurpation of power which was never confer- 
red ou congress. Laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed, 

Also, a metaorial from eitizens of Now Yoik, ex- 
pressing their opposition to any bill establishing a 
bankrupt law. 

Mr, Tullnadge presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Chery Valley, New York, in favor of a 
bankropt law. 

Mi. Il'right presented a memorial from eitizens 
of Dunkirk, New York, in favorof a bankrupt law. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, ebairinan of the committee 
on publie lands, moved to take up the house bill to 
distribute the proeeeds of the publie lands, and to 

grant pre-emptions, for the purpose of reference. 

The bill was read twice, and referred lo the com- 
mittee on the publie lands. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the resolution subinitted by Mr. Buchonan calling 

| for the naines of persons removed froio office since 
| the 4th of March last. 

Mr. Lim rose and occupied the morning honr in 
the disenssion of this subject. Mr. L. gave way at 
the close of the hour, to renew his remarks to-tnor- 
row. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the bill to incorporate 
[tbe subscribers to the fiseal bank of the United 
States. 
| Mr, (Valer moved to amend the bill, by adding 
to the end of the 17th fundamental rule of the bill 


and the union hung upon this eondition, that every |a proviso, to the effect “that the cashier of every 


body else must adopt lits peculiar views of the con- 
stintion, and abstain trom the exercise of evey power 
eonceimingz. wineh lie entertained a donbt. Wien 
closely looked at, this was but nullification in ano- 
ther lonin. However, as the tine he had to speak 
was so very limited, he should not pursue that sub- 
Jeet farther, 

Mr. F. then went into a statistical examination of 
the grounds on whieh the bill rested, ard spoke in 
its defence with mneh earnestness and lorce of argn- 
ment. He called for proof in supportof the feasibi- 
lite of the Jong list of retrenehments which had been 
pocsented by Mr. Prewens. Ie had all properrespect 
tor that gentleman, but could not aceept of his naked 
opinion as sufficient evidenee on a question of this 
kind. Mr. E. bad no patienee for that sort of eco- 
noiny Which would save money by retusing appio- 
puations of obvious and pressing necessity, which 
wold sulier our fortifications to go to decay, our 
harbors to remain defenceless, and our navy, to fall 
into dilapidation, rather than appropriate the money 
necessary to meet the expense of these great and 
nnportyst pablie works. Should a war arise, the peo: 
phi would pronounce sta poor and. mggaidly spirit, 
whieh lor tear ol asking dor inoney necessary to 
be expended, had left them delenceless to their eue- 
mies. 

Mr. F. inveighed with warmth against the course 
of the Last administration im suffering a public debt 
fo ucenmulate, and then denouncing their. succes- 
aors because (hey brought that debt to view and 
took measures to pay it. Ile strougty argued. the 
necessity of a loan by showing that there was no 
ieasonable prospect ol a speedy increase of seve- 
nie—in prool of which he went into an examina- 
tion of the statistics of government seceipts, which 
woul not exeeed thirteen and a half inilliong, while 
sixteen millions would be wanted to meet the ordi- 
nay expenses of governineut. The wentintoaccin- 
pupon of the iidhantages of a loan. and of treasury 
notes, warmly advocating the former as avobling all 
mystification and presenting to the people a tine 
view ot ther atluirs. He seouted ilie etlected hor- 
ror of gentlemen on the other side at tlie idea of iis 


Monday of January in each year, transmit to tlie 


eles of discount or deposite shall, on the first 
| 


| presiding officer of each house of eongress a list of 


lali notes discounted, and of all bills of exchange 

bought and sold by those offices, tozether with the 
names of all drawers and endorsers of said notes, 
and of all bills of exebange, with the drawers, en- 
dorsers and aceepters." 

Mr, Walker said this amendment was the same 
in principle as that subroitted on another oceasion 
by his colleague, though somewhat dilferent in 
farm. 

Mr. King said he entirely agreed with the senti- 
ments expressed by the senator from Mississippi, 
as to the necessity of publicity asa feature of safety, 
but suggested the propriety of publishing a weekly 
statement in some paper where the bank is located. 

Mr. Clay, of Ky. was sorry to be obliged to op- 
pose tlie amendment, and gave his reasons therefor, 

The amendment was furtheradvoeated by Messrs. 
Benton, Clay, of Ala, Culhoun, Allen, Cuthbert and 
Woodbury. 

| The question was then taken on Mr. [Fuller's 

| amendaent, and decided as follows: 

| YEAS—Messrs. Alleo, Benton. Buchanan, Cal- 

| loan, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, 
King, Lion, MeRoherts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierer, 
Sevier, Smith, of Conn. Surgeon, Tappan, Walker, 

| Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Burrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Grabzin, Huntington, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, 


Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sinimona, Smith, of 


ludiana, Southard, ‘Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge 
—1a. 
Mr. Wadler then offered an amendment, to the 
ellect that any ten or more stockliolders should have 
the right to exainineinto the accounts, &e. of private 
individuals. 
Mr. Buchanan expressed the hope that this 
amendment, at least, would be assented to. 
The question was then taken, and decided in the 
| alliimative, as follows: 
YEAS—AMlessrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
thonn, Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, Mc- 


Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pieree, Porter, Prentiss, 
Sevier, Smitb, of Con. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Pates, Bayard, 
Bernen, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Preston, Smith, of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—23. 

Mr. Berton then moved an amendment to the 
following effect, to come in al the end of the seven- 
teenth fundamental rule: 

“That the board of directors and exchange com- 
mittees shall keep suitable books, in which are to 
he entered all notes and bills offered to be discount- 
ed, together with the hills of exchange offered to 
be sold or purchased, the names of drawers aud en- 
dorsera, the amount of time to run, and whether the 
same was discounted or pnrehased, or retused—the 
same to be open daily during hours of business, and 
subject the inspection of the publie.” 

And on this amendment Mr. B. demanded the 
yeas and nays, which were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Cíay of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
MeRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
ot Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Huntington, Mangum, Miller, More- 
bead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, 
Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
bridve—25., 

Mr. IWalker then moved an amendment to eome 
in at the close of the 17th fundamental rule—the 
yeag and nays to be taken on the discounts at the 
bank, and to be entered upon the books, subjeet to 
the same inspeetion. 

Mr. Clay thought it wholly nnnecessary. The 
bogks were open, and this amendment would only 
have the effeet to cmbarrass. Ina city like New 
York, where there might be 400 or 500 notes of a 
day, What echange would there be for such an ope- 
ration? 

On this amendment a debate ensued, in which 
Messrs. Simmons, Bayard, Walker, Berrien, Wood- 
bury and others participated, and it was finally so 
modified, at the suggestion of Mr. Bayard, as to ad- 
mit of the yeas and nays being taken where auy 
member of the board dissented, and in that shape 
was adopted. 


Mr. Benion alluded to the shameful outrage 
which, he said, had been perpetiated by the other 
bank in excluding the government directors. Not 
only had that been known, but the party sustaining 
tlie bank had sustained it afterwards with a fult 
knowledge of all the facts. He would, therefore, 
inove to amend the bill by inserting: 

“That no part of the proeéedings of the bank, nor 
any loans, diseounts or payments made by it, nor 
any order given, sbal! be made or kept seeret from 
the government direetors, nor shall said directors be 
excluded from the free and full participation in all 
the transactions and business of the institution." 

Mr. Berrien would only observe that that was 
provided for in the bill in the most full and ainple 
manner. 


Mr. Benton referred to the experience of the past 
to show that an infamous outrage had been perpe- 
trated by the other bank, and instanced the ease of 
the directors known to have been insolently ex- 
eluded. 


Mr, Bayard. Suppose government directors did 
not attend, were they to be informed of all the pro- 
eeedings by note or otherwise? Confidence was to 
be placed somewhere; and, after all the guards 
thrown around this bill, he did not think auy thing 
was to be apprehended 

Mr, Benton insisted that it was done in Ihe ease 
of the old bank. 

Mr. Bayard Then all 1 have to say is, that it 
was a gross abuse and a violation o1 the spirit of 
the eharter. 

Mr. Sevier was clear for making every violation 
of the eharter telony, as they would make the em- 
bezzlement of the funds felony. 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
decided in the allirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Benton, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, King, Linn, MeRuberts, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Pieree, Porter, Prentiss, Sevier Smith, of Cann. Stur- 


| geon, Tappan, Walker, Willams, Woodbury, Wright, 


rou na —26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Rates, Bayard, Berrien, Clay, of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Hunt- 
ington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelp, Preston, Simmons, Smth, of Indiana, Southard, 
Talimadee, White, Woudbrdge—22 

Mr. Benton then moved to strike ont the word 
“bullion”? from the bill. As it stood, it was prohi- 
bited from paying out other than gold, silver, bul- 
lion or its own notes. 
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Mr. Hualington said there was nothing in the bill 
lo compel persons to accept bullion. It was at the 
option of the individual, as it was with regard to 
the notes. 

The question was taken on this amendment, after 
sowe further debate, and decided in the affirmative, 
as follows: yeas 26, nays 21. 

Mr. Cuy, of Alabama, said the bill provided that 
there should be no exteusion of time given by the 
bank, on any loans, beyond 130 days, but lie had 
seen enough to know that that was no guard, unless 
soine penalty was attached, and he would therefore 
move to insert that any contract for renewal or ex- 
tension of any such loan should be null aud void. 
An! on that he asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Berrien said the senator could not effect his 
object in that way. By the phiaseolozy, the con- 
tiact for renewal only would be void. 

Mr. Clay, o1 Ala. said he would be glad if the se- 
nator would make any modification. 

Mr. Berrien, siniling—not I. 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
decided in the negalive as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alahama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Monton, Nicholson, Sevier, Sith, of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Woodbury, Wright, 
Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Baies, Bayard, 
Bernen, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton. Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, HIunungion, Mangum, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Prentiss, Simmons, Sinith, 
ot Ind. Southard, ‘Pall:nadze, White, Woodbridge— 24. 

Mr, Sevier moved an adjournment, out the motion 
was lost. 

The senate then went into executive session, 
and, after soine time spent therein, adjourned. 

July 9. Mr. Porter presented a petition of eiti- 
zeus of Saginaw county, Michigan, praying that the 
land office may be removed from Flint to Saginaw 
city: 

deor a remonstrance of citizens of Genesee and 
otver continguous counties against such reuioval 

Mr. Tallmadge presented a petition of citizens of 
New York 1n tavor of a bankrupt law. 

Mr. Barrow submitted a resolution calling on the 
secretary of war for the report of the survey in re- 
lation to the removal of the raft in Red rivei; which 
was adopted. 

Mr. king called up bis motion made some days 
since to reconsider the vote ordering the document 
relating to the commerce and navigation of the 
United States to be printed. 

A short debate ensued, in which Messrs. King, 
Huntington, Phelpsand Ioodbnry participated The 
motion to reconsider was adopted. 

The senate (hen proceeded to the diseussion of 
the special order, being the hill to incorporate the 
subscribers to the fiscal bank of the United States. 

Mr. Allen moved to amend the bill so as to pro- 
vide— 

“That the board of directors of the mother bank 
shall publish in some paper at the seat of govern- 
ment eaeh order wbich may be issued to any office 
or brauch directing it to expend or contract its loans 
or diseounts, or any other oider, iminediately atter 
its issue, and shall report to the secretary of the 
treasury all sach orders, to be reported to congress 
at the commencement of each session.” 


The amendment was advocated by Messrs. 2llen, 
Wright, Walker, Linn, Calhoun, Nicholson and Ben- 
ton, when the question was taken, by yeas and nays, 
and decided in the negative, yeas 23, nays 26. 

Mr. Walker theo moved to amend the bill by 
excluding the directors or officers of the bank or 
branches, or members of congress, fiom obtaining 
any loans or discounts, 

This amendment was debated for some tine, 
Messrs. Bayard, Wulker, Woodbury, Clay, of Ky. 
Berrien, Simunous, Clay, of Ala. King, Henderson 
and „Illen narticipating. 


The amendment was so modified as to limit di- 
rectors to a sum not exceeding $40,000, and the 
question divided. On the first proposition in rela- 
tion to officers of the bank with the limit named, 
the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer. Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, ot Alabama, Cuthbeat, Fulton, Hender- 
son, Kine, Linn, McRoberts, Meri, Mouton, Ni- 
choulson, Pierce, Porter, Sevier, Simh, of Connecticut, 
Surgeon, Walker, Wilhams, Woodhury, Wryiit, 
Young—25. 

NAYS—Mesers. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Prenuss, Pres- 
ton, Sunmons, Smith, of Indiana, Sontbarü, Tall- 
madge, White, Woodbridge—2L. 

For the second part, viz: to exclude members 
entirely, the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buehanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, 
king, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 


Prentiss, Sevier, Sinith, of Conn. Sturgeon, Walker, | 
Wilhams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—23. 

NAYS— Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Ravard, | 
Bernen, Choate, Clay, of Kentieky. Clayton, Dixon, | 
Evans, Huntington. Kerr, Mangun, Miller, Morehead, | 
Porter, Sunmons, Sunth, of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge. White, Woodbridge—22. 

And then the senate adjourned. 

July 10. The president lud before the senate a 
message Irom the president of the United States, in 
comphance with a 1esolntion, showing the progress 
under the commission for the settlement ot our af- 
fairs with Mexico. 

After some remarks from Mr. Linn and Mr. Pres- 
ton, it was referred to the committee on foreign Te- 
lations. 

Mr. Clay presented a petition from a number of 
citizens of Barbour county, Alabama, stating the 
grievances they, in common with other citizens, 
labor under in consequence ol the suspension by the 
banks; that their business was greaily embarrassed 
by the derangement of the exchanges, which ranged | 
from fifteen to twenty per cent. between there and 
Augusta and Savannah, in Georgia. Mr. C. said 
be presented the petition with pleasure, in bape 
that the evil complained of wonld soon be enred, 
and he moved that it be laid on the table and print- 
ed: which was agreed to. 

Mr. Preston presented a memorial from citizens 
of Brooklyn, New York, praying the establishment 
of a bankrupt law. 

Mr. Tullmadge presented two ieinorials from 
citizens ot New York, in lavor of a bankrupt law. 

Mr. Woodbridge presented à memorial in favor of 
à national hank. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the resolution submitted by Mr. Buchunan calling 
for the names of persons reinoved froin office since 
the 4th of March last. 

Mr. Lian being entitled to the floor, occupied it) 
during the morning hour without concluding. 

The senate then proceeded to the discussion ot 
the special order, being lbe bill to ineorporate the 
subscribers to the fiscal bank of the United States. 

Mr. Woodbury moved to amend the bill by insert- 
ing a proviso, prohibiting direelurs or stockholders 
liom making any donations. | 

Mr, Clay, moved so to amend it as to prohibit 
donations being made to officers of the bank. | 

Mr. Woodbury avowed his object to be that di- | 
rectors should not apply the funds of government 
to any purposes, nor that donations should be made 
by the stoekholders to officers of the bank. There 
might be eases to call tor the exercise of this power, 
but every sach case should be laid helore the 
stockholders, aud he would not allow the directors 
to act. 

Mr. Clay said it was impossible to conceive of | 
all the cases in human lile where there might be 
calls tor the exercise of this power. An officer ip 
the institution, for instance, with a large family, 
ight accidentally be killed in his very endeavors 
to save the building from fire, and yet, according to 
the provision ol the senator tioni New Hampshire, 
enough to save his {amily fiom starvation could not 
be granted nnti! the annual meeting of the stock- 
holders. There were many other cases which 
might be cited to show the necessity of leaving the | 
power where it was, only prombiting donations to 
officers of the institution. 

Mr. Woodbury would ask if the end of the trea- 
sury building should fall down and Kill every mau, 
would the cfficers have aight to put their hands 
into the treasury to relieve the families of persons | 
so killed? It wes very well to be charitable with | 
our own money, bnt not with that belonging to the 
people. He was unwilling to have public treasuly 
put under the swveiliuace af the directors or stock- 
hohlers. | 

Mr. Henderson would vote for the amendment to | 
the amendinent, but theu he should vote against | 
the whole. He held that the stockholders had no 
right under any circumstances to give away the 
funds of the institution. 

Mr. Linn desired to reach the evil effectually. It 
was well known that donations had been made foi 
internal improvements, and lor many other things, 
by the late bank. There tight be eases where di- 
rectors and stockholders would be justified; but, it 
you gave them at all, it was certain to run into 
abuse, particularly where a bank was concerned. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Cluy’s 
amendment to the amendineut, and resulted as tol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, T'arrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentueky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrich, | 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps. Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Tallinadge, W litte, | 
Woodbridge—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calnoun, Clay, of 
Alabama, Cutbbert, Fulton, King, Linn, MeRobeits, 


Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Suvi, of Connec- 
tient, Sturgeon, ‘Tappan, Walker, Willis, Wood- 
bury, Wrieht, Yourg—2i. 

Mr. Clay then moved to strike out the stock- 
holders from the amendment, thus leaving (hein the 
power to act. , 

After some remarks from Messrs. Culhoun, Len- 
ton, Woodbury, Clay, o1 Ky. Allen, Henderson, Clay, 
of Ala. and others, the question was taken on stuk- 
out, and decided in the affirroative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Dates, Bayard, 
Perren, Choaie, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dison, 
Evans, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Spnnious, Sinith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Talhuadge, White, Woodbridze—2s. 

NAYS—Mee-re. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clav, of 
Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, MeRoberts, Mou- 
ton, Nicholson, Pienice, Sewer, Smith, of Conncetieut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wight, Youns—t, 

Mr. villen then moved to amend the amendinent 
to the effect that no donation made by the bank or 
its branches should be charged to the funds of the 
government. 

On this motion a short debate ensued, and on 
the question being taken, the vote stood as follows: 

Y E AS— Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Luin, Me Roberts, 


, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Connee- 


ticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Walliams, Woodbu- 
ry, Wright, Young--21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bavard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clav, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Hender-on, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Mer- 
nek, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prenti-3, Rives, 
Summons, Suuth, of Indiana, Sunthard, Tallinadze, 
White, Woodbridge—27. E 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Woodbury, as amended, and it was adopted. 

[lt provides, substantially, that no donations shall 
be made to the officers of the bank by the direc- 
tors.] 

Mr. Woodbury then moved to strike ont from the 
4th line of the bill, in the Ist section, the words 
“thirty millions." On this motion, Mr. W. ad- 
dressed the senate at very considerable length. 

Mr. Clay rejoined. He bail always been led to 
believe that the senator from New Hampshire was 
a matter-of-fact inam; but new it appeared he had 
some parts in him, lor he was for crewing a bank 
without any capital at ail. 

Mr. Hoodbw y replied that the snb-treasury had 
no capital, and yet the senator trom Kentucky had 
always maintained that the sub-treasury was a go- 
verninent bank. 

Mr. Archer would give his vote ayainst the 
amendment, by which be did not mean to be under- 


| stood as excluding him fiom voting for any otber 


change of amount at anollier time. 

The question was taken on the motion aud de- 
cided in the negative. 

Me. [Wright then moved fo strike out that part of 
the bill which adusats of the addition of 20 milhons 
of capital. 

Mr. W. sustained his motion chiefly on the ground 
that the capital ought to be staid and fixed; that al 
the stoek rose some 5 or 10 per cent. above par, a 
rush would be made to increase the eapital; while, 
on the other hand, if stock fell, the managers of the 
banh would be anxious to increase tbe capital Uy a 
new alliance. 

Mr. Clay replied at some length, insisting that if 
the stock rose it would be an evidence of the piros- 
perity of the establishment and the expedieney of 
inercasing the capital. 

The question was taken on the adopfion of this 
amendment, and decided in the negative: 

YEAS— Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay. of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulion, Kiss, 
Lia, Monton, Nicholsan, Perec. Rives, Sevier, S di 


gma, 

x} Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate. Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dison, Evans, 
Henderson, Huntington, iri, Mangum, Miller, Morc- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sin mons, 
Smith, of Indiana, Southud, Tallmadge, White, 
Woodbridge —2b. 

Mi. Clay asked if the senators on the other side 
had any tuither amendments to offer? 

Nr. Weight said he had one or two more, and he 
presumed there were others of his friends that had 
some to offer. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of exeeutive business, and afier scu.clime spent 
therein, adjourned, 

July 12. Mr. Tullmadse presented a petition of 
eltizens ot New York, for a bankiupt law. 

He asked the indnigence of the senate, in a few 
remarks on the subjeet; and in a concise and power- 
tul manner gave his views in favor ol creating such 
a law, as required by tie urgent and pressing Wants 
ol the eountry. 
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Mr. Walker had intended offering a resolution to 
proceed to the consideration of a bankrupt bill, na- 
ineiately after definite action kad been bad on the 
Dank bill; and lie waa pleased to see that there was 


a sliong probability of ard troin the other side of the | 


senate. 
poit € 
pending before either bouse. There wae nothing 
on which the public mind was so decided as on in- 
cluding banks. He believed the time was near when 
there would bea vast majority in both houses ol 
congress and throughout the country 15 favor ol a 
bankrupt law applicable to banks. He should vote 
for the bul, whether it was applicable to banks or 
not, and be believed it was demanded by the popular 
voice, aml at the present session. 

Mr, Linn regretied very much that be conld not 
have had this morning to address the senate on 
another subject, but he might as well speak on this 
as on any. He had a petition oa this subject which 
he should present. Every man whose heart was 
in the right place would see that it was right to li- 
berate the debtor, upon giving up his property. 
Butit was dilferent to make a law which should 
accomplish this and not do infinitely more harm 
to the mass of the community than benefit. 
sympathized with those who were.in dishess; bat 
called on to exercise an important duty here, he 
was compelled to look not only to the interests of 


This was a measme infinitely more itn- 


lus constituents, but to the benefit of the whole | 


country, and whether the operation of the law 
would not be of more injury to the great inass than 
of beucfit to individuals. [Te would voie for a pros- 


pective bankrupt law, but not for one that did not 


embrace corporations. 


Mr. Morehead said, although the people of his | 


state had no pecuhar interest in this subject, they 
held it as a great national measure winen would 
exert a healing influence on the distress of the 
country, aud as more especially a component part 
of the great system of relorm with which the whig 
party was pledged to the nnion. The course of his 
colieague, (Mr. Clay), and ol his predecessor, (Mr. 
Crutenden), who had at last session. reported and 
ably delended a bill for this purpose, he genninely 


; i 
concimred in, and should support a bill ol this cha- 


racier, Wia a brought before thein. 

‘Phe petition was then laid an the tabir, as also 
petitions ot the same character, presented by Messrs. 
Whte, Lian. Pierce, Southard and Walker. 

Mi. Smith, of Indiana, Irom the coicinittee on the 
publie funds, reported the pre-emption and distnba- 
tion. hill, from the house, with two amendaents; 
which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr Tappan presented a memorial of citizens cf 
Oluo, coutaimng a remonstrance against the charter 
of a national bank, the distribution of the proceeds 
of the public lands, a protective tariff and the as- 
sumption of state debts, Which was laul ou the 
tab.c and ordered to be printed. 

Fhe special order, the bill to incorporate the snb- 
scribers to the fizcal bank of the United Stales, was 
then taken up. 


Mi. fright offered an amendinent to stiike out 
that portion of the hill aathortsing thesubscription of 


ene-thidol the stock by government, aud requiring 


jt all to be taken by individuals aud. corporations. 

A very interesting debate followed, in. which 
Messrs. Wright, Calhoun, Linn, Walker, Allen and 
ollicr participated. 

The question was taken on fhe amendment, and 
decited in the negative as lollows: 

YOAS—Me-srs. Allen, Benton, Dachanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay;c f Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulion, King, Linn, 
Melboliei s M raton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Su ta, 
al Con, Sturgcon, lVappan, Walker, Willams, Wood- 
bury, Weel, Young—22. 

NAYzZ—Mevsris Archer, Barrow, Bates, Pavard, 
Bonen, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Byars Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Mer- 
dick, Mailer, Muoichead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rs, 
Sj umou VSmuli ot lud. Southard, Tellmadce, Wite. 
Mord P 

Mr, fight then moved to strike oat fom the 
Gs etian ul the bul that part which provides il 
the amount ot stock to be taken by nilivulnals, 
states oF corporations, 1s not subsenbid for before 
the 20th Deecinber next, the secretary of tlie tren- 
sury shall subseribe lor the residue, omt be em- 
powered to sell at alfetwatds at not less than cost. 


This anendinent also created a debate, in which | 


Messrs. Wight. Clay and Buchanan participated, 
The question bring taken on this amendment, if 
was neiatived, as Iollaws: 
YUXS—Messts, Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cab 
Joun, Gay, t Alabama, Cuthbert, Volon, Kurs, Linn, 


Melbabera, Mowon, Nicholson, Peren, Sevic, Sith, 
ul Cur S urzeun, Tappan, Walker, Wiilnns, W usd- 
bury, W ight. Young—23, 

MAYS—M. cere. Archer, ]Hanow, Bates, Bayard, 


Benen, Choate, Clay, of Ry. Clavt on, Dan, l 
Hendersen, Huntington, Kerr, Mangaia, Moni 5, 


I 


ant to liis constituents than any measure now | 


He | 


ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter. Prentiss, Preston, Rives, | 
Siiminous, Smith, ol Ind. Soathard, Tallmadge, White, | 
Woodbridve—2>, 2 | 

Mr. Highl then moved to strike out that part of 
the bill which allows the bank to go into operation 
after six millions shall have been subscribed, and to | 
insert, “antl the whole capital stock of the said 
bank shall have been paid in, as required by the 
provisions of the act,” 

The question being taken on this amendment, the 
vote stood: 

YEAS—Mesars. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, ol Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 

McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
jaf Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, Young—22. 

NAYS—Mess Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay. o! Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Henderzon, Honüngtou, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, Woodhridge—27. 

Mr. Clay, ol Alabama, then moved to add to the 
| 6th section the following: “but antil the sale of the 
stork so subscribed by the secretary shall be roade , 
|by him, the president shall appoint the additional | 
number of directors to which the said stock would | 
be entitled if held by individual directors.” This : 
amendment was opposed by Messrs. Clay, of Ky. 
and Huntington. 

On the question being taken, there stond for if: 

YEAS—Messre. Allen, Benton, Calhoun. Clay, of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, King, Linn, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Prerce, Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Woudbury, Wright, Young—l7. 

NAYS—Meossrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 

| Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Henderson, Honington, Kerr, Mangom, Merrick, 
Miller, Mourehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Summons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, ‘Tallmadge, 
| White, Woudbridze—27. 
Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, offered a slight amend- 
| nent, making it obligatory on the secretary of the 
jtreasury, to dispose of the stock which he may 
have subscribed tor under the contingency in the 
bill, as soon as he can obtain not less than its par 
| values which was adopted without debate. 

Mr. Wright submitted another amendment, to 
the effect that the directors should make no divi- 
dents except from the nett profits; nor pay to the 
stockholders any part of the stock, nor reduce the 

capital without the consent of congress; which was 
ladepted And then the senate adjourned. 

July 13. The president laid belore the senate a 
| communication Irom the war department in relation 
to the removal of the raft on Red river. 
| On motion o! Mr. Sevier, 500 additional copies 
i were ordered ta be printed. 

Mr. Watker presented a pelifion from citizens of 
Mississippi, in favor of a bankrupt law. 

Mr. Kerr subivitted a resolution in relation to 
changing the hour ol meeting from 10 to 11 o'clock. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration of 
the resolution submitted by Mr. Buchanan, calling 
on the president for a list of all. fhe persons remoy- 
ed trom office since the 4th of Maich, 1841. 

Mr. Lina ocenpied the morning hour without 
concluding his remarks. 

The senate then proceeded ta the consideration 
of the special order, being the bill to incorporate the 
subscribers to the fiscal bank of the United States. 

Mr. Wright offered the following amendment: 

“And ifatany time such suspension ol specie 
payments shall become general as to the liabilities 
aud obligations above enumerated, or any class or 
portion ol vither of them, either at the said princi- 
pal bank or at any one of the branches, offices or 
agencies thereol, it shail be the duty of the attorney 
general of the United States forthwith to make ap 
plication to the cirenit court of the United States, 
&c. by bill or petition, in the nature of a proceed- 
lng in chancery, for an injunction ta restrain the 
said principal bank and all the said branches, offi 
ces and ageucies, wherever located, froin making 
| any further issues of bills, notes, drafts or other se- 
curities for the payment of; and calculated and in- 
| tended to circulate as moncy, aud from all transfers 
jol properly, sales, purchases, or any other transac- 
\tions of busmess, which may endanger or impair 
the security of the creditors of the said bank, of any 
class ordeseription; and for the appoiutinent by 
the suid court, or the said chief justice. as the case 
way be, ofa trustee, or trustees to take possession, 
the supervision, care, and charge of the property, 
ellects, and rights, books, papers, and all other 
things belonging to the sail bank and the branches, 

others and agencies thereof, and all money, goods 
|ang securities deposited therein, to w hoinsoever the 
lsame may ol tight belong. And the said court 
stall, upon the fling of soeh bill or petition, have 
tull and ample equity jurisdiction of the whole mul- | 
teres atid, 1n case the said corporation, with tbe aid 
Lol tl trustee or fnistecs so appointed. by the said 


| 


! 


court, or the said cbief justice, as the case may be, 
fail to resume specie payments in full at the said 
principal bank, aud all the branches, offices and 
agencies thereof, wilhin the space of days 
irom the day ol such suspension, and to continue 


|such specie payments without further interruption 
jor suspension, then the said court shall proceed to 


order the transfer, both of possession and property, 
of all the property and effeets of the said corpora- 
tion, of every natne and character whatsoever, to 
the trustee or trustees aforesaid, to be perlected, 
and to have all the business of the said corporation 


‘finally closed under its order and direction, and the 


charter lorlei'edandannulled. And before any divi- 


| dend shall be made from the said property, as the 


avails thereof, to the creditors, of the said corpora- 
tion, all the expenses incurred under the direction 
of the said court in pursuance of the provisions of 
this section of this act, as allowed and faxed by the 
said cont, or the said chief justice thereof, shall be 
first paid; and when the dividends are made, the 
creditors of the said corporation shall be preferred 
in the following order, viz: 

“The holders of the bills, notes and other paper 
of the suid corporation, issued and intended to cir- 
culateas money, and actnally so circulated and 
used, shall be first fully paid according to the pro- 
visions of this section. 

“The public deposites of the United States shall 
be next fully paid according to the same rule. 

“The private depositaries of the said bank shall 
be next (ally paid according to the same rule. 

* All fhe other creditors of the said corporation, 
the stockholders, excepted, shall next be fully paid 
according to the tenor and ellect of their respective 
contracts with, and obligations against, the said 
corporation. 

“All the stockholders of the said carporation, the 
United States included, shall be next paid the no- 
minal value of the stock held by them respectively, 
in ease the fund remaining in charge of the said 
court, over anit above. expenses, shall be equal to 
such payment. 

“And lastly, any balanee of the said fund which 
may remain atter the payment of all expenses, as 
taxed and allowed by the said court, and making 
all the payments herein before directed, shall be 
paid into the treasury ol the United States fur the 
use of the said states.”’ 

On this question a debate of interest ensned, in 
which Messers, IVright, Berrien, Buchanan, Ben- 
ton, Clay, of Ala. and others participated. 

The question being then taken ou the adoption 
of the amendment, the vote stood as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
boun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Falon, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton. Nicholson, Pierce. Sevier, Smith, 
of Conn. Srarecon, Tapan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berricn, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangom, Merrick, Miler, Moie- 


‘head, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, Smuh, of 


Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—25. 

The senate then adjourned, 

July 14. Mr. Clay presented a memorial from 
many citizens of New York, in favor of a bankrupt 
law. 

The resolufion submitted by Mr. Kerr, in rela- 
tion to changing the hour of meeting irom 10 to 11 
o'clock, was tlien taken np. 

Alter some few remarks from Messrs. Clay, Ben- 
ton, Huntington, Kerr and Sevier, the resolution was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Merrick, (rom the committee for the District 
of Columbia, reported, with amendments, a hill to 
revive aud extend the charters of the banks of the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. Clay, from the committee on-fiuance, report- 
ed the bill from the honse of representatives, au- 
thorising a loan of twelve inillions of dollars, with- 
out amendment, 

The bill from the hose of representatives mak- 
ing appropriation for the payment of navy pensions, 
was twice read and referred to the commiltee on 
naval affairs. 

The bill from the house of representatives mak- 
ing an appropriation for the purchase of naval ord- 
nance and ordnance stores, was twice read and re- 
ferred ta the committee on naval affairs. 

The bill from the house of representatives mak- 
ing further provision for the lunatic paupers of the 
Distriet of Columbia, was twice read and referred 
to the cominiltee for the District of Coluinbia. 

The senate then proceeded. to the consideration 
of the resolution offered by Mr. Buchanan, calling 
on the president for a list ot removals. 

Mr. Linn occupied the remainder of the morning 
hour, withont finishing his remasks. 

The senate then proceeded to the. discussion of 
the special order, being the bill to incorporate the 
subscribers to the fiscal bank of the United States. 
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Mr. Clay, of Alahama, moved to amend the bill 
by adding to the fouiteenth section the following: 

“Provided, however, "liat if tie said bank or any of 
its branches shall at any tune suspend specie payments, 
or neglect or refuse tu discharge on demand any and | 
all of us habilities ui specie, then its bills or notes shall 
no longer be received in payment of any, debt or de- 
mand due the United States.” 

Mr. Clay, ot Kentucky, thought that provided 
for im the bill, but moved to amend the amendment | 
to the effect that no notes should be so received 
during the time of suspension, 

On this amendment to the amendment a debate 
ensued, in which Messrs. Clay, of Ala. Calhoun 
and .#llen severally opposed it. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, ef Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Porter, Prenuss, Preston, Simmons, 
Smith, of Ludiana, Southard, Tallmage, White, Wood- 
bridge —25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ailen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pierec. Sevier, Smith, of Conn. 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, 
Young—2t. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, then desired to withdraw 
his amendweut, considering that its object was de- 
teated by the amendment made. 

On tius a debate arose in which Messrs. Allen, 
Benton, Calhoun, Sevier and otheis participated. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, the 
amendment could not be withdrawn. 

Mr. Clay, ot Ala. then moved to amend his own 
amendment, so as to insert. 

“And such suspension of specie payments shall 
be held and adjudged ipso fucto a lorietture of the 
charter hereby granted," " 

This was opposed on the ground that it was too 
sumumary a proceeding, declaring it to be ipso facto 
aforteiture. Aud after some debate, Mr. Buch- 
anan suggested a modification, whieh was that 
such suspension should be considered cause of for- 
teiture. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, then accepted the modifi- 
cation, and the ycas and nays baving been called, 
were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs, Allen, Archer, Barrow, Dates, 
Bayard, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, Cathoun, Choate, 
Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Cuth- 
bert, Dixon, Fulton, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, 
King. Linn, McRoberts, Maugum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Nichvtson, Phelps, Pierce, Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Sevier, Simmons, South, of Conn. Smith, of 
Indiana, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, 
2 Williams, Wopbdbadze, Woodbury, Young— 

5 


NAYS—None. 

The question was taken on the amendment as 
amended, and decided 1n the affirmative, as lol- 
laws: 

YEaS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Burrow, Dates, 
Bayard, Benton, Bert:en, Buchanan, Choate, Clay, of 
Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Fulton, 
Henderson, Kerr, King, Linn, Manugnin, Merrick, 
Miller, Morehcad, Neboron, Phelps, tuerce, Porter, 
Prentiss. Preston, Sevier, Sunmons, Smuh, of Connce- 
ticut, Smith of Indiana, Sturgeon, T'allinadge, Tappan, 
Walker, White, Williiaiis, Woodbridge, Woodbury, 
Young—dl. 

NAYS—None. 

Mr. Clay, ot Alabama, then moved to amend the 
16ih section ol the bill by adding a provision to the 
eliect that it the bank or any of its branelies 
shall suspend specie payments, then the secretary 
of the treasury is lo remove the deposites from said 
bank or branches and place them in soine sale spe- 
cie paying state bank. 

The amendment occasioned a debate in which 
Messrs. Cray, Linn, Sevier and other participated. 

At the suzzesuon of Mr. Clay the amendment 
was so modifier! as to read that if any suspension 
should take place during the recess of congress, 
then the secretary of the treasury was to have power 
to make such temporary disposition ol the funds as 
1n his aiseretion might be deemed expedient. 

The modification was accepted aud. the amend- 
ment adopted. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. then meved so to amend the 
bill as to strike out 12 per cent, which the bank was 
held iesponsible for during a siate of suspension, 
aud insert 25 per eent. 

This amendment was warmly opposed by Mr. 
Huntington, and as Warmly advocated by Mr. Se- 
Uer. 


The question bring taken on its adoption, il was 
deeided in the negative as follows: 
YEAS-—M: sers, Allen, Benton. Buchanan. Clay, of 


NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Bernen, 
Choate, Clay, ot Kentneky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Henderson, Hontington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, | 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prennss, Preston, 
Simmons, Smith, of Ind. Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
bridge—25. 

Mr. Benton then moved to strike out (roin the 
bill that part which provides that no other bauk 
shall be established during the continuauce ol the 
present bank. 

This amendment was decided in the negative as 
follows: 

YEA—Messers. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal. 
houn, Clay, ot Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, MeRo- 
beris, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentueky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Henderson, Huntington, Mangüm, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preniiss. Priston, Simmons, 
Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. Benton then moved an amendment to the ef- 
fect that, if any couimiitee. of congress should be 
refused means of inspecting the books ana proceed- 
ings of the said corporation, it should be considered 
cause of forfeiture of the charter. 

On this amendment the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
boun, Clay, o£ Alahaioa, Fulton, King, Linn, McRo- 
berts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of | 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, "lappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Young—20 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, | 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, D.xon, Evans, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Murehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sini- 
mons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, W lute, 
Woodbridge—26, 

Mr. Benton then moved an amendment which 
went to strike out the 6 per eent. allowed the bank 
on its loans and diseounts, and insert 5. 

This amendment was opposed by Messrs. Hunt- | 
tngion aud Mangum. 

And, the question being taken, there appeared | 
as follows: | 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhonn, Clay, of | 
Alabama, Fulton, Linn, McRoberts, Monton, Nichol- 
son, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, T'appan, 
Walker, Woodbury, Wright, Young—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Beriien, 
Choate, Clay, cf Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
s Henderson, Huntington, Keir, Mangum. Merrick, 
Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Purter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Sunmons, Smith, of Indian, Southard, ‘Tallmadge, 
White, Woodbridge—26. 

Mr. Clay inquired if senators had o fered all their 
amendments; if so, he was abont to suggest that 
the bill be printed as amended, and in the mean 
time to take up the loan bill. 

Mr. Calhoun was understood to say that he had 
one or two to offer. 

Mr. Wulker also observed that he had one of some 
importanee to oller 

Mr. Calhoun expressed the hope (hat they might 
get through the atnendments by Saturday. 

On motion, the senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 8. ‘Phe journal of yesterday was 
read and approved, 

Mr. Fillmore moved that the house resolved it 
self into committee of the whole on (he state of the 
union. 

Mr. White, of Louisiana, requested the gentle- 
inan from New York, (Mr. Futmorr), to suspend 
the motion for a moment, to enable him to make a 
report. 

Mr. Fillmore having assented. Mr. While, from 
the committee on coininerce, reported a bill “ta ex- 
tend the limits of the port of New Orleans.” 


f until titerrn 


Mr. Hunt proceeded to address (he house. Ie 
entered into a history of the affair of the Caroline 
with a view of defending the course of the present 
administration, and to show how the question stood 
when, with all its attendant aud accumulated diffi- 
culties, it was handed over to thein. Mr. H. had 
not concluded when the morning hour expired. 

Ou motion of Mr. King, of Georgia, it was re- 
solved that the diagram accompanying the report 
made by him yesterday, in relation to a home squa- 
dron, be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, the house again re- 
solved itself into committee of the whole on (he state 
nf the union (Mr. Briggs, of Massachusetts, in the 
chair} on the bill authorising a loan not. exceeding 
óweive millions of dollars. —— iS 

"The pending question being on the motion to 
stike out the enacting clause of the bill. 

Mr. Pickens then addressed the committee during 
the hour in urgent opposition to the bill. 3 

Mr. Sergeant next. addiessed the committee in 
favor of the bill. Mr. Rhett, replied. 

Mr. Fessenden followed in deleuce of the bill. 

[For this debate see page 31t.] 

Mr. Fessenden having concluded, the chairman 
gave the floor to Mr. Saltonstull who was proceed- 
ing fo address the committee, but. yielded the floor 
(by request) to Mr. Duwson who, remarking that 
it was now 3 o'clock, moved that the committee 
rise. Which motion prevailing, the committee rose 
reported progress, and obtained leave to sitagaip, — 

And the house adjourned. 2 

Friday, July 9. The resolution calling for infor- 
mation as ta the case of McLeod, was token up as 
the nfnished business of the morning hour. 

Mr. Hunt resumed his rematks aud finished 
thein. 

Mr. Brown, of Tennessee, began a sprech again:t 
the comse ol the secretary of stale, and continned 
pled by the expiration of the woimime 
hour. i 

Mi. Fillmore moved a resolution to take the loan 
bill out of committee on Monday next. The reso- 
lution was passed—yeas 97, nays 79. 

Ou motion of Mr. Fillmore, the house then re- 
solved itself into committee of the whole on the 
state ol the union, on the bill anthorising a loan of 
(812,000,000,— Vir. Briggs having the chair, and 
| Mr. Saltonstall having the floor. 

Mr. Saltonstall spoke from half past eleven tilt 
half past twelve, on the late and present admiri«tra- 
tion of the finances of the country,—the embarrass- 
ments of the treasury, aud the expediency and ue- 
eessity of the loan. 

Mr. Hse followed, briefly, against the bill. He 
said he rose to speak emphatically “to Buncombe.” 
He promised to attack the funding svstein in detail 
but elozed alter only eight minutes of emphatie dis- 
| course, 

Mr, IÜatlerson addressed the committee acainst 
the bill; betug repeatedly called to order by the 
| chairman, but clauned the rigtt fo ocenmpy las bone 
| as he pleased “with random cuts,” &e. 

Mr. Fernando aod made some objections to the 
third secti, on the ground that it would dead to 
the employment of Wall street brokers as agents. 

Mr. Cushing spoke in favor of the bill, reps it I 
jin detail to various attacks on the bill aud the 1€- 
portal the secretary of the treasury. 

Mr. Eastman lollowed against the lean, aud. in 
gos the treasury note system. i 

r McAron then spoke tor an hour agains 
[distribution bill, : EE 

Mr. Barnard addressed (he committee for some- 
thing short ol an lionr, in favor of the us'asnre, en- 
fering 1510 a review of the financial condition uf the 
country, in order toa demonstrate the necessity of 
making this loan. The debt which existed was, he 


Mr. W. said that, in obedienee to the expressed 


an order for the immediate engrossment of the bill. 
The question was taken, and the bill was read a 
third time and passed. 

On leave giyen, memorials were presented by 
Messrs. Powell, Linn and Newhard, and. appiopri- 
ately referred. 


sense of the cominittee, he would ask of the house | 


| said. a government debt, whoever might have crea- 
[ted at, and it was the intention of the party now in 
power fo pay it. 

Mr. McLory, of North Carolina, baving obtained 
the floor, the committee, on ination of his colle anne 
A "Jj D m Pa a 
| (Mr. Stinlyj, rose, reported progress, and obtained 
leave to sit ügalu. 

On motion of Mr, Flmore, the house ordered the 


| 


| printing of 1,500 extra copies of certain documents 


The house then resutned the consideration of the 
resolution beretolore otlered by Mr. J. G. Floyd, aud | 
which is in the following words: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States he | 
requested to inform this house, if notincompaiible wich 
the publie service, whether any officer of the army or 
the attorney general of the United Sra'es. has, stuce 
the 4th March last, been directed to visi! the state of 
New York for any purpose connected with the impri- 
sonment or tial of Alexander MeLeod; and whether, | 
hy any executive measures or eurre-pondeuce, the Bri- 


Alatama, Futon, King, Linn. MeRoberts, Mouton, 
Nieholson, Pierce, Smuh, of Conncetient, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wrght, 
Young—19. 


tsh governinent has been given io understand that 
Mr. McLeod wil be released ur surrendered; and, if 20, 
to communicate to this house copies of the instrüctions 
to and report of such oM er. 


before reteried te. And the house adjouiuel. 

Saturdiy, July 10. The jourual ot yesterday was 
read and approved. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
resolution heretotore offered by Mr. J. G floyd, 
a Bn information as to the ease ol MeLeod, 

Mr. Brown, of Tenn. resumed his remarks irom 
yesterday in favor of the resolation. 

Mr. Liun, ot N Y.biietly address -d the bonse on 
the subject of the resolution, depiecatinz the at- 
tempt to make political eapital ont af so grave a 
question, and any interference with the negutiation, 
in its peent condition, as unnecessary and dangere 
ous. B 


8 
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Mr. Bowne, of New York, oblained the floor, hut, 
the morning hour having, within a few minutes, €x- 
pired, he yielded tor to-day. 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun, of Mass, the house 
again resolved itself iuto commuttee of the whole on 
the state of the union, ( Mr: Briggs, of Mass. in the 
chair), on the bilf authorising a loan not exceeding 
twelve millions of dollars. 

The question being ou the motion to strike out 
the enacang clause; Mr. McKay, who was entitled 
to the floor, addressed the committee during “bis 
hour," in earnest oppositiou to the bill, 

Mr. Hunter, of Va. next addressed the commit: 
tee, and stated his object to be to vindieate himself 
trom unfounded charges which had been thrown 
upon his course in relation to the present acminis- 
tration, and to explain the reasons of his opposition 
to the present bill. 

Mr. Holmes next obtained the floor, and addressed 
the committee for an hour in a speeeh marked with] 
great earnestness, animation aud power of argu- 
ment. 

Mr. Gimer, of Va. having obtained the floor, 
proceeded to address the eominittee on the general 
subjects of ihe hill. 

Mr, Fan Buren, followed in opposition to the 
loeusnre, 

Mr. Jones, of Va, obtained the floor, but Mr. [Vise 
having suggested that his colleague was not well, 
the understanding prevailed that Mr. J. should be 
entitled to the floor on Monday morning. J 

Alter some remarks trom Messrs. Weller and 
Underwood, the chairman gave the floor to Mr. 
Jones, of Va. who yielded it to enable Mr. Hopkinsi 
to move that the committee rise. Which motion 
having prevailed, the committee rose, reported pro- 
gress, aud obtained leave to sit again. And the 
house adjourned, 

Monday, July 12 
read and approved. 

Mr, Adams asked leave to offer the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to prepare and report to this house, at the com- 
Inetcenient of. the next session of concress, a state- 
ment showing tne amount of stocks issucd, and eutho- 
rised by Jaw to be issued, by the legislatures of the se- 
veral states and territories of this unon, including the 
District of Columbia, and coustituting the existing 
debis of the said states, territories and Distriet; speet- 
tying the anunt of the stocks thus issued, the rates 
aul terms vf interest payable upon them, the stipulated 
times of reimbursement of cach loan, the dates of the 

wistative acts by which they were severally autho- 

the objects of internal improvement or other- 
wize for whieh the funds ims raised were to be and 
have been applied, and the present eondrion with re- 
ference tothe prospect of compleuva of the pobhe 
works, to the accomplishment of which the issues of the 
suid stocks wis uutliorised. 

Mr. Cuve Johnson. was understood to fave ex- 
pressed tlie hope tbat the brief space of time which 
yet remained for. the diseussion of the loan bill in| 
committee of the whole would not be eonsuined in! 
the consider:tion of business helonziog to the morn- 
ing hour, Je hoped the house would goat once into 
comtiittee, | 

Mr. Fillmore moved that the house resolve itself 
anio conmintttee ol the whole on the state of tlie 
Hn nn. . 

Vhe resolution. of Mr. „Iams was ‘thereupon 
land over, 

Aud the house again resolved itsell into commit. 
tee of the whole op the state of the union (Mr. 
Bitsys, Of Massachusetts, in the ehair) ou. the bil 
authorising a loan not exceeding twelve millions ol 
dollars. 

The pending qiestion being on the motion to 
stike out the enacting elause of the bill— 

Mr. Jones, of Va. who was entitled to the floor, | 
addressed the committee while the clock described: 
a curls, 

Mi, wis, of Ky 
ia ppoit of the bill, 

Mr, Drem, abili ssed the committee abont 20 
avante: on tlie same sidle, 

Mr. Hilva then took the floor in opposition. 

At the else ol Mr. A’s hour, at halt Past one, 
There were many cump tilors lor (he floar, but Mr, 
A'dlaore obtained 1f, to move an amendment, 

Mr. Case Johasaaobjeetod (hat by the rules of the 
Jionse no gentleman could apu ak twice in committee 
of the whole, when any nember wished to sneak 
who had not yet spoken. D l 

The chair decided that the genthetaan [roin Now 
York was 1n order, as he rose to move an amend- 
ment, whieh the rales made always in order, 

Mr, Fillmore presented. his amendment, whieh 
was fo ths eleet:—to strike ont the first section, 
aid insect à new section inereasitin the rate ot in- 
terest fo six per eent. and rendering the loan re- 
deeirablo, gf deemed expedient, in Unee years. 


The jonrnal of Saturday was 


next addressed the committee 


He then oecupied the brief time remaining for 
the bill to continue in committee, (from half past 
one till two, when tbe bill must be reported accord- 
ing to. the order of the house), with a hasty reply 
to the substanee of the attacks made upon the 
bill and his statements during the five days in com- 
mittee. He was interrupted by the arrival of the 
hour of two. 

Mr. Gilmer moved to amend the amendment of 
Mr, Fillmore by inserting a section authorising the 
president to isuse treasury notes in lieu of the pro- 
posed loan. 

This amendment, by ayes 82, noes 119, was re- 
jected. ` 

Mr. McKwy moved to amend Mr. Fillmore’s 
amendmeut by striking out so raneh thereof as makes 
the loan reimbursable at the will of the seeretary of 
the treasury, and inserting “at the pleasure of the 
government." 

This amendment was deelared to be ont of order. 

Anappeal was taken, and the decision of the 
chair was reversed. 

The question on the amendment of Mr. McKay 
was then put, and, by ayes 91, noes 108, was re- 
jected, 

Mr. McKay moved to amend Mr. Jillmore’s 
amendment by ‘limiting the application of the ma- 
ney raised ander the bill to the pay mentof treasury 
notes or outstanding debts, Which amendment 
was rejected. í 

Mr. MekKoy offered another amendment, propos- 
ing some further limitation un the application of the 


(anoney, which the reporter eould uot distinetly 


hear. Which amendment was rejeeted. 


Mr, Clifford moved an amendment to Mr. Filt- | 


more's ameudment, which the reporter could not 
hear. 

Mr. Filimore’s amendment was then agreed to. 

After some other propositions to aroend, which 
were rejected, the committee, on motion of Mr. 
Fillmore, rose and repoited the bill and amend- 
ments to the house. 

And the questioa being on conemring in the 
amendments and ordering the bill to be engrossed 
ior a third reading, Mr. Morgan asked the previous 
question; and there was a second. 

Mr. Clifford asked the yeas and nays on ordering 
the main question; whieh were ordered, and being 
taken, were yeas 126, hays 88, So the main ques- 
tion was ordered to be taken. 

And the amendimeuls imade in committee were 
concurred in. 

Mr. Ward, of New York, asked the yeas and 
nays on ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third 
reading; which were ordered, and being taken, 
were yeas 127, nays 91. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading. 

And the bill having been ordered to a third read- 
ing now, and it having been read, and the question 
being on the final passage thereof, 

Mr. Cave Johnson asked the yeas and nays; whieh 
was ordered, and, being taken, were as follows: 

YRAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford len, L. W. An- 
drews, S. J. Andrews, Arnold, Babcock, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Barton, Birdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, Bor- 
den, Driess, Milton Brawn, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, 
Withant Bunter, Calhoun, Wiliam B. Campbell, Thos. 
J. Campbell, Cambers, Childs, Chittenden, doln C. 
Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cushing, Garrett Davis, Willian C. Dawson, Deberry, 
John Edwards, Everett, Pessenden, Fillmore A. L. 
Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Gilmer, Pu- 
trick G. (toode, Graham, Greene, Grag, Habersham, 
Tall, William S. Hastiies, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 
IIant, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, Isaac 
D. Jones, Kung, Lane, Lawtence, Linn, Thomas F. 
Marshall, Sumson Mason, Mathiott, Mattoeks, Max- 


well, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore. Morgan, Morris, | 


Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, P'eitüloton, 
Pope, Powell, Profit, Ramsey, Benjanun Randall, 
Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Reneher, Rida- 
way, Radney, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepperd, 
Slade, Sila Sallers, Stanly, Stokely, Straton, Stuart, 
Sam ners, Taliaterro, John B.’Phomnpson, Richard W. 


}'Ploanpson, ‘Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, ‘Triplett, 


Troutball, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Warren, Washington, Edward D. White, Thos. W. 
Wiliams, Lewis Williams, Christopher I Williams, 
Jos. La Williams, Winthrop, Augustus Young, Joli 
Younu--J24. 

NAYH—Messre, Arrington, Atherten, Banks, Did- 
lack, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brawn, Charles 
Brown, Burke, Wian O. Butler, Green W. Cakl- 
well, Patrick €. Caldwell, fohn Campbell, Cary, Chap- 
man, CHEd, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Riehard D. 
Divis, FD. Dawson, Dean, Doan, Dow, mao d. C 
Edwards, Mubert, Perris, Jolin G, tlovd, Charles A. 
Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Goggin, Gordon, Harris, J. 


| Hanes, Hays, Poles, Hopkins, Honck, Honston, 


IHrabifhiard, Planter, Pneers M faek, Cave Johnson, Jolin 
W Jones Kemi Andrew Kennedv, Lewis, Litthetield, 
Bowell, Abraham MeClelun, Robert Mc€lellan, Me- 
Kay, Mallory, Marehand, A. Marshall, J. T. Mason, 


Mathews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Oliver, Parmen- 
ter, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Reding, Rhett, 
Riess, Rogers, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Sny- 
der, Sprigg. Steenrod, Sumpter, Sweeny, Turney, 
Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, J. 
L. White, Wise, Wood—93. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. Wise tooved that the house resolve itself into 
eommittee of the whole on the state of the unionon 
the two bills recently reported from (he commiltee 
on naval affairs, 

A motion was made that the house adjourn; which 
motion prevailing—the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, July 13, "he journal of yesterday was 
read and approved. 

Mr, Wise desired to be informed whether tlie re- 
solution presented by the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, ( Mr. Adams), yesterday, in relation to the 
amounts of stocks issued by the several states, &c. 
had been received. He (Mr. W.) perceived it was 
on the journal, 

The speaker said it had been received by unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. IV'ise moved that the house resolve itself into 
committee of the wholeon tlie state of the union, on 
tlie naval bills, 

Mr. Cave Johnson hoped that the house would pro- 
ceed wilh the usual morning business. 

An the question being taken on the motion of 
Mr. IVise, the vote stood, ayes 60, noes not count- 
ed. Butst was evident that no quoruin was pre- 
sent. . 
Mr. Wise said he would waive his motion for the 
present. 

The speuker was proceeding to call the commit- 
tees 1n their order for report. 

Mr. Briggs inoved that the call be dispensed with, 
in order to enable the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Bowne) to proceed with his remarks on the 
McLeod resolution. 

Which motion was agreed to. 

Mr Mallory suggested thal no business conld be 
done in the absence of a quorum. 

Mr. Bidlack said he desired to present a petition. 

The speaker said it would not be in order to do 
so excep! by the unanimous eonsent of the house. 

Mr. Billack ingiired when it would be in order? 

The speaker said on Monday next. 

Mr. Bowne then took tlie floor. 

Mr. Adams addressed an inquiry to the chair in 
relation to the resolution oifured by him yesterday: 
bnt what it was, the reporter does not know, 

Mr. Cave Johnson also said something, the pur- 
port of which was understood to be that, if the 
house did not resume the consideration of the reso- 
lution in relation to the ease of McLeod, he would 
claim priority of a resolution heretofore offered by 
himself in relation to removals froio office, over the 
resolution of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr Dawson intimated that he had an impor- 
tant amendment to offer to the resolution of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Cave Johnson). 

Here the conversation dropped, and the house 
resumed the consideration of the resolution offered 
by Mr. J. G. Floyd, calling for information as to the 
ease of McLeod, 

Mr. Bowne, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the house generally on the faets and ceir- 
cumstances al(eniling this ease, and especially in re- 
ply to his two eolleagues who had preceded lim 
in the debate, (Messrs. Hunt and Zinn). Mr. B. 
eouelided within a few minntes of the expiration 
of the morning hour—wlien the speaker gave the 
floor to 

Mr. Young, of New York, who said that he 
would either proeeed with his remarks during the 
few minutes of the morning hour that vet remain- 
ed, or he would waive his right until to-morrow 
morning, 

The‘honse then, on motion of Mr. Underwood, 
took up the bill making further provision for main- 
tenanee of pauper hinaties tu the District. of Co- 
lumbia; the question being on concurrence with the 
committee of the whole on the state of the umon in 
their amendments, and ordering the bill. to a third 
reading. 

Mr. Underwood moved the previous question, 
And there was a seeond. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

The amenilments made in committee of the whole 
were then eoneurred in—and the bill was order to a 
third reading at this time, 

And the bill having been read a third time, aud 
the question being on the final passage thereef— 

Mr. Eustinan asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were: yeas 114, 


nays 45. So the bill was passed. 

The speaker laid belore the house a communica- 
tion froin the secretary of the treasury. transmitling 
a communication from the seerctary of war, in rela- 
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tion tothe additional estimates of appropriations re- 
quired by that department. 

Mi. Fillmore supposing, he said, that the commu- 
meation related to the fortification bill, moved it be 
reteried to the committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, aud be printed. Which motion was 
agreed to. 

The speaker also laid before the house a commu- 
nication tor the information of the house, in the 
form ofa report from Mr. Hassler, on the subject 
of the standing weights and measures. 

On motion: of Mr. Morgan, the eommunieation 
was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

The house, on motion of Mr. Wise, resolved it- 
self into committee ol the whole on the state of the 
union, (Mr. ddams, ul Massaeliusets, in the chair), 


and took np the bill to provide for the payment of| the question being on the final passage thereof, 


Navy pensious, 

Mr. Uehuy offered an amendment limiting, toa 
certain extent, the operation of the pension law, 
and providing lor the repeal of the act ol 1537 after 
the first day of January next. 

This amendment was debated at soine length, by 
Messrs. IVise, McKuy, C. Johnson, Tillinghast aud 
others, 

Mr. Mallory moved to amend the amendment of- 
fered by Mr. McKay, by striking out all of it save 
that clause which went to repeal the act of 1837. 

After some remarks by Messrs. Wise, Clifford, 
Tillinghast and Fard, the question on the amend- 
ment ollered by Mr. Mallory, viz: to strike out all 
the amendment moved by Mr. McAay, save the re- 
peal of the law of 1837. 

Mr. Mallory explained at soine length the reasons 
for the ainendineut; and 

Mr. Mckay thereupon consented to aecept it asa 
modification of liis amendment. $ 

Aud the question now being on the amendment, 
as modified — Mr. Mullory went into some turther 
statements as to the effeets of the law of 1937. A 
man who had entered on board a man of war, twen- 
ty vears ago, aud served but one month, died to-day. 
and his widow and eliildreu. were instantly entitled 
to demand liis pension for twenty years baek, and 
it could not be refused Should a law like this re- 
main on the statute book? 

The question being now put, the amendment was 
agreed tu; ayes 70, nues not counied. So tlie law 
of 1837 was repealed. 

Mr. Cave Johnson now offered an amendment, 
proviling in substanee, that no officer should re- 
eeive, ineludinz liis pension, a sum lo exceed the 
dull pay of bis grade in the navy. 

Mr. McKay wished to substitute an amendment, 
declaring that, while he reeeived any pay om go- 
vernment, a inan eould draw no pension. 

Messrs. Hise and Burnell opposed the amend- 
ment, Mr. C. Johnson spoke in support of it; when 
the question beiny taken on the amendment, it was 
agreed to, ayes 64, nays 62. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to the 
house. 

On motion of Mr. IHise, the eo ninittee then took 
up the bill making an appropriation for the pur- 
ehase of naval ordinanee aud ordinanee stores, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. MeKay moved to rednee the appropriation 
to three hundred thousand dollars. 

A debate ensued on this proposition in which 
Messrs. Profit, Triplett, Wird, Wise, Nisbet and 
MeKuy parücipated, atter wliieh Mr. HeKay with- 
drew lus amendment, reserving to himself the right 
to offer it again in the house. 

Mr. [Viltiems, of Counectient, moved to amend 
the bill so as to require that the existing pensions 
to widows and children of officers ànd seamen 
should be continued for ive years, as though the 
law ol 1337 had not been repealed. 

Mr. MeKay asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. 

Mr. Williams, of Md. moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the subject until this day 
week. 

The motion to postpone was sustained by Messrs. 
Adams and Tillinghast, and opposed by Mr. Wise, 
who inoved the previous question. 

Mr. Wuhains, of Md. then moved to lay the bill 
and amendinents on the table. 

Mr. Cave Johuson inoved that the honse do now 
adjourn; whieh motion, by yeas 63, nays 89, was 
rejected. So the house refused to adjourn. 

Aud the question reeurring on the motion of Mr. 
Williams, to lay the bill and amendments on the ta- 
ble, it was taken and decided in the negative. So 
the bill was not laid upon the table. 

And the question reeurring on the demand for 
the previous question, there was a secon. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken, 
(being, first, on conemring in the amendinent to 


the amendment, as. proposed by Mr. Williams, of 


Connecticut). 


Mr. Snyder, of Pennsylvania, asked the yeas and 
nays; whieh were retused, ` | 
. A motion was inade that the house do now ad- 

journ; whieh was rejeeted. 

And the question recurred and was taken on the 
amendment to the amendment, and was decided in 
the affirmative, ayes 64, noes 63. 

And the question recurring on concurring in the 
amendment, as atoended, Mr. Dawson asked the | 
yeas and nays which were ordered. 

And the question on concuriing in the amend- 
ment as amended, was then taken and deeided in 
the negative, yeas 54, nays 96. So the amendment, 
as amended, was not coneurred in, 

And the bill was then ordered to a third reading 
at this time; and having been read a third time, and 


iH 


Mr..McKay moved to recoinmit the bill, with in- 
struetions to report a section repealing the aet of 
1837. 

Mr. Wise moved the previous question; which 
was seconded. 

And the main question, (being on the passage of 
the bill, the previous question entting off the motion 
to recommit), was ordered to be taken, and, being 
taken, was deeided in the affirmative, without a di- 
vision. So the bill was passed. 

The house adjourned. 

Wednesday, July 14. On leave given, petitiors 
and memorials were presented by Messrs. Greig, 
Bowne, Huni, Young, King and Moore, which were | 
referred to the appropriate committees. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the | 
resolution heretofore offered by Mr. J. G. Floyd, 
calling for information as to the case of MeLrod. 

Mr. Young, of New York, who was entitled to 
the floor, addressed the house zenetally on the sub- 
jeet of the resolution. And Mr. Y. having eon- 
elnded, Mr. Morgan obtained the floor, but at the 
request of Mr. Fillmore, waved his right to the floor 
lor this day. 

Mr. Fillmore, (by unanimous eonsent), from the 
comtoittee of ways and tueans, repoited a bill iu re- | 
lation to duties on drawbaeks; which, having been 
read twice by its title, was referred, on motion ol 
Mr. F. to the eoininittee ot the whole on the state 
of the union and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Wise, the bill making appro- 
priations for the purchase of naval ordnance and 
ordvance stnres, (yesterday reported by the coin- 
inittee of the whole), was then taken up, and pass- 
ed without debate and without a division. 

The house then went into committee ot the whole 
on the state of the anion, Mr. Gilmer in the ehair, 
and took up the bill appropriating $789,310 jor the 
support of a home squadron. 

Messrs. King and lise stated the objects of the 
bill. 

Mr. King moved that the eomraittee rise, as the 
printed doeuments relative to the subject had not 
yet been reeeived from the printer. 

The question was taken on the motion that the 
cominittee rise, and decided in the affirmative, ayes 
87, noes 50, 

The following message was received froin the 
president ot the United States, through John Tyler, 
je. esq. his private secretary, whieh, by general 
consent, the speaker laid helore the house: 

T^ the speaker and members of lhe house of represen- 
talives: 

In coinplianee with the resolution of the bouse of 
representatives of the 21st ultimo, 1 tave the honor 
to submit the aeeompanyimg comimuniealion toi 
the secretary of state. JOHN TYLER. 

Washington, July V1, 1841. 

Department of stale, Washington, July 12, 1841. 
To ihe president of the United Stules: 

The seeretary ot state, to whom has been referred 
the resolution of the house of represeutatives of the 
21st ultimo, requesting the president “to cominuni- | 
eate to that house (iL 1n. his opinion the same ean 
be done consistently with the publie interests) such 
authentic information as may be in his possession 
in relation to the seizure of Amsericau vessels by 
British armed cruisers, under the pretenee that sueü 
vessels were engaged or intended to engage th the 
slave trade; together wilh any steps which may 
have been taken by our government or its ministers 
upon that subject; and, also, copies of all eorrespon- 
dence between the governments of the U. States 
and of Great Butain, since the 3d of Mareh, 1537, 
relating to the African slave trade, not comianui- 
cated with the message of the president of the U. 
States of the 3d of Mareh last, and oi alf those parts 
of the despatches tioin Nicholas P. Trist, consul ot 
the United States at the Havana, to the department 
ol state, not contained in the said message of the 3d 
of Mareh last," has the honor to report tu the pie- 
sklent the accompanying papers in answer to thal 
resolution. Respeethully subinitted, 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 


The following is a list of the papers transtoitted 

with the preceeding report: 
Correspondence with the U. S. legalion al London. 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Stevenson, 2d March, 1541. 
Mr. Stevenson to the seeretary ol state, (wiih en- 
elosures), 3d March, 1341. (Extiact.) 
Same to Mr. Webster, 7th April, 1811. 
traet.) 
A Mr. Webster to Mr. Stevenson, 12th April, 184t. 
jo m 
Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Webster, ( with enelosure), 
19th April, 1841. Do. 

Same to same, lth May, 1841. Do. 
» Mr. Webster to Mr. Stevenson, Sth June, 1841, 

ui 

Mr. Stevenson to Mr. Webster, 18th June, 1841. 
( Extraets ) 

Despatches from the Havana consulate. 

Mr. Trist to Mr. Forsyth, 12th February, 1836. 
(Extracts. ) 

Same to same, 29th November, 1836. Do. 

Same to same, 22d May, 1838. Do. 

Same to saine, 18th December, 1838. Do. 

Same to same, 12th January, 1839. ( Extract.) 

Same to saroe, (wilh enelosure), 20th January, 
(Extracts.) 

Same to same, 22d Jannary, 1839. (Extract. ) 

Same to same, 25th January, 1839. (Extracts ) 

Same to same, (with inelosure), Ath May, 1530. 
(Extiaet.) 

Same to same, 7th September, 1839. (Extracta). 

Extract flow enclosure No. 1, to Mr. Trist’s let- 
terto Mr Forsyth, of 17th Deceniber, 1339. 

Mr. Prist to Mr. Forsyth, 10th Mareh 1840. 
(Extract.) : 

Same lo same, (with enelosures), 10th Mareh, 
1840. Do. 

Extract trom enclosure No. 6, to Mr. Trist's let- 
ler of 21st August, 1840, 

Mr. Trist to Mr. Forsyth, (with enclosuies), 
38th Sept. 1819. ( Extracts.) 

On notion of Mr. Slenly, the message and ac- 
eoupanying documents were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. Fulinore, the house then went 
agun into eoininittee of the whole on the state of 
the nnion, dir. 'iuthorp in the ebair. 

Mr. Wise moved to take up the bill making ap- 
propriations for the support of a home squadra. 

Mr. £i/inore objeeted. He had made the toa- 
tion with a view to take up the *b:ll making ap- 
propriations for various lortificat ons, for ordnance, 
aud lor suppressing Indian hostilities.” 

Mr. Mise insisted on his motion; and it was ne- 
gatived by the committee, ayes 58, noes 70. 

The eomiittee then took up the fortification ap- 
propriation bill, whieh was read. 

Mr. Clifford inquired whether the committee in- 
fended to move any. aiiemlinent to appropriate [or 
lortifiealions in the state of Maiue. 

Mr. Fillmore said they did not. The estimates 
for new toitifieanons in the state af Maine had bern 


(Ex- 


83H. 


| ; ee 
referred to the committee un military alfairs lor ex- 


amination. 
The bill was then read, seefion by seetion, for 
atende nts. 


Mr. Tulisd moved to amend the section appio- 
Puating 350,000 for Fort Delaware, by stuking 
out the condition which required the title to the 
P-a pateh island to be in the U. States. He niged 
an unconditional appropriation, at some lengin. He 
gave a history of the legislation and litigation on the 
contested title, in the diferent states of Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware and N. Jersey, all of which claim- 
ed the original right to the island in question, 

A prolouged debate etisued on the subject. Mr. 
Fillmore opposed the amendinent. Mr. J. W. Jones 
saul it Was out of order by the rules. The chair- 
tian decided it was out of order. An appeal was 
taken, but withdrawn. The original question ERE 
then resumed. Messrs Sergeant, Rodney. Randolph. 
C. Brown, Holes, Wise, Ingersoll, MeKuy, J. W. 
Jones, Fillmore, Haulstead and Gamble, ‘debated the 
question at length. 

Mr. Hulstead moved to amend by ordering the 
appropriation on condition that the U. States should 
acquire the tile in some way. Rejected. 

Mr. Gumble moved to ameud by stilking out the 
whole appropiiation. Passed 

Mr. Clifford moved an amendinent appropriating 
st 600 lor fortifieations at Fort Preble, on Portland 
harbor, in the state ot Maine. He supported his 
au ndtnent briefly. 

Messrs. Fillmore and MrKay opposed the amenl- 
ment, 

After some conversation between Messrs Briggs, 
Mekuy, Ch ford and Fdhaore, the eoumiuttee tose 
on motion of Mr. Chfford, and the house adjonrn- 
ed at ten minutes belore thiee o’eloek. 
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CHRONICLE. 
BUTTER AND CHEESE to the value of $10.497,032 were 
made in the state of New York duiing the last year. 


Coa TRADE. ‘I'wo thousand and sixty-four canal 
boats, laden with anthracite coal, averaging 51 tons 
cach, have passed the Fairmount weigh locks since 
opemng of the navigaion, to the Shinst. Two han- 
dre l and 42 of these were for New York. . 

The shipinen!s from the Schuylkill regian, during the | 
week ending oa Tnuaisday, aaountred. to 21,692. tons. 
Thus i$ without preeedentin qaantity in a single week, 
in the lnstory of the Sehuylkill coal trade. 

CORN Law PETITIONS. A statemeat is published ia 
the Loidon papers, showing the number of petitions 
for and against the repeal of the corn laws, sent in to 
parlia.ueat previous 10 the 4. June, as follows: 

Petitions, Segnatures, 


For repeal of the corn laws 2910 560,444 
Against 15927 50,336 

For proposed measure on eorn laws 78 33,236 
Azainst 1,394 


Corrox crap. The Red River Whig says: We 
wer: 1Gforme& by some gentleman from Bayou Boeuf 
ths week that the Boll-worm had made its appearance 
an their cotton fields, and had already done considera- 
ble damage. Indeed they said that they dreaded it 
moie than the catei pillar. 


Corrov is in livelier demand, thonzh ao material va- 
ranon has taken place in prices, since our last quoti- 
tion. 

Deatas during the last week in the eity ot New 
York 117, of whom 14 were of consumption aad 6 of 
sinall pox; 74 were natives, 26 from Ireland and 17 
other foreigners. 

The Belvidere, (Warren county, N. 1.) Appullo of 
Tuesday, mentions the death uf Join Lina, in the 
103th year ot hisage. He was a native of Marylaud, 
and emigrated to N. Jersey about 60 years ago. 


Fiery rpyive sERPENT. Mr. N. M. Ward, a gen- 
tlemau connected with the. nnsaion at Pedang, on the 
coast of Sumatra, has published a well attested account 
ofa (luz serpzut, seen by the narrator. {Ic saw the 
animal fly from a tree at the heisht et fifty or sixty feet, 
to aaather tiee some forty fathoms distant. It supports 
nselfin the air oy drawing in us belly, widening Usclf 
and formingan arch as faras the tibs extend, and 
iorees itself ahend with the rapidity of a bird, by sinn- 
oss motions, hke a serpent swonmimg. There is no- 
dng in the reptile which bears any resemblance to a 


vang. Ds length is about four teet, and hite is dan- 
grmu Another deseripiion of flying or darting ser- 
penis, is desenbed by the nanves, whose bite is instant 
death. It leaps and flies only about half the distance 


of the other, and makes none of the sinnuus. waviug 
motn in the air. Tis discovery, of the truth ot 
which there can be no doubt, shows that the portion of 
Seripiure which speaks of “baraiag fiery serpenis" had 
a literal facet for the b of its figurative language, 
thonvzh the speeles is now extiaet in the region spoken 
olin the Bible. Whata terrible scourge must be such 
ananimal. Give us the sterility of the frozen, rather 
than the ferniity of the torrid zones, with such draw- 
backs. Polar bears are more agrreible than fying 
Serpe Its. [New York uter. 


Prorris dull at our Just quotation~or may be said to 
have declined a shade; say trom 6 to 125 cents in cach 
et tls pra anal eres; 


Te mi Oair rea lers wil ara with gerat pleasure 
taatoa c beenen has been ieecived at the departmieut 
ab war, slowing at onee the activity and gual of the 
troops essin d qu the FI ida wir, and the enterprise 
of the mtelhioent and efficient oflie.r, eol. Word who 
now vomumads them. i 

Orde 2h. ulino five col rans, mily equipped to 
apcate by fand. and water, ss enrenmmstanees nuit 
pegue were put in motion, he dist, (ander hrut. 
ra. Clarke), moving fenn l'ort Brooke towards Fort 
(oy gahe Why sehe, seonred the race of that) 
pame, and on ne route diseovired an [Indian town of 
s nne ütty huts, several extensive planting. grounds, all 
ab which wee destroyed and seme canoes, cattle, | 
hors, &e were secured. Several Indians were also 
ced. Uhe secoad colamn, finder heutenant col. 


cap 


Hai, storms. The fourth of Joly bad as delightful 
and balmy a temperature as our elimate is ever blessed 
with. The morning of the fifth was sultry, it became 
hot during the day and towards night clouds gathered 
heavily charged with electricity and vapors. Splendid 
preparations were made fur exhibiting. fire works that 
evening at Boston, bat the erowd which had collected 
tor the occasion were dispersed like a routed army by 
the torrent of rain that descended, ieaving none to wit- 
ness the mimie pageant, so diminished by eontrast 
with the sublime fire works of an Almighty hand.— 
The eload seems .1o have, concentrated its materials 
over a part of the state of Pennsylvania, whieh de- 
scended in tornada avera part of York county east 
and north of the borough iato Cumberland eounty, 
froin Dublin gap passing south of Carlisle. In a traet 
of froo one and a half to five miles in width, hail de- 
scended of extraordinary size, and in some places to 
the depth of two feet. The destruction was terrific 
trees uprooted, fences destroyed, barns unroofed and 
the crops utterly destroyed on many of the farms, At 
Baltimore the distant cload wore a splendid appear- 
ance, bat did nat visit us. 


Ice. A simple and effectual mode of keeping ice 
is menhoned in the Kentucky Farmer. The editor 
says: 

We take, at sun rise, froin the ice house, as much 
ice as will probably be wasted through the day and 
cover It up 1n some saw-dust placed ia a barrel which 
sits in the dairy house. At night, the size of any given 
lump is scarce perceptibly duiunished. [tis a perfect 
charm. Away with your half ton of lumber, charcoal 
aad zine, with which you are hambugyed uader the 
name of “refrigerator” ; 

The editor of the Frankfort Commonwealth adds 
that he has tried the method here recommended, and 
that it answers perfectly. 


INDIAN WARRIOR. ‘The Litle Rack papers notice 
the death of Thshe Mingo, a celebrated warrior, 
who fought under general Wayne. He was a Choctaw 
chief. lle hasfough: ia nine. battles for the United 


States, has served his coun.ry faithfully. and has been 
for many years a pensioner of the nation. 


Iron Risarng, There is a. British vessel in the port 
of Boston whose standing rigging.1s made of iron 
wire. 

Presipext Kirkbanp. We learn from the Lexiag- 
ton, xy.) Intelligencer that six hundred dollars have 


-been raised among the students of Harrison. college, 


for the purpose of erecting a monument over the grave 
of president Kirkland. 


McLeon case. In supreme court, July Tth, 1841.— 
The people vs. Alerunder McLeod. The prisoner, Alex- 
ander McLeod, -having at the last May term been 
broucht iato eourt by the sheriff of the county of Nia- 
gara, by virtue of a writ of Aaheas corpus, and having 
been eomuntted to the custody of the sherif of the city 
and county ol New York, pending the consideration 
of the motion for the prisoner's discharge; and the 
enurt bog now ready to render the judgment in the 
premises, 1t is thereupon ordered that the sheriff of the 
city and connty of New York have the body of the 
said Alexander McLeod in this eourt, at the ucademy 
in Uliea, without anneceszary delay. 


(A copy.) H. DENIO, clerk. 


New ITAMPEUIRE LEGISLATURE. 
New Hampshire adj mened at «ix o'clock og the morn- 
ing of Satinday 34 July, nfter a session of thirty-two 
days. ‘They passed iu that time six'y-fur acis and 
thirty-one resolves. 5 


Parxuam GUNS saya the Charieston Couirer, are to 
be nemnted at the forts im that harbor. They will 


project shells of 40 to 50 Ibs, weight, and solid shot of 


double that weight. 


ANUTHER REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIER GONE. The Phi- 
lidelptva papers mention. the death ot Mr. loseph 
Suembeck, of thateity. Ie was a soldier of the re- 
v dlation, and parucipatcil ia several of the struggles in 
the “tines that ted men's souls.” In latter years he 
was elevated by his fellow citizens to the post of high 
sheriff, of the eity and county of Dassin the du- 
ties of which he discharged with honor to himself and 
ben: fit to his constituents. 


wih ean es, peuetrüted. the Charly a popku, 
enemy o islands and: planti g grounds, and 
tic fatter, whieh were (ni e extensive. A 
h unm (under ent eolinel Joins, move loni 
pas Cooper A fourth, quader eaptain Ker, is ope. 
ranm oa th) Ol brava river, whieh hid been as- 


ug erona- 
the whole extens ve ( 
Gulf and the 85 John’s sonb af Miwanopy, anc 
of ‘Tampa Day, will be irasersed with ellet by the | 
[rU the reat annoyance, af not to the de- | 
inea ed rae Dudas : rials mu s at 

Cua ouclie and bis band, who, on 
vllt, wen gpa dossduotine db. onl Sout te A 
(lens have hen ieeondacted, oy cen 5 as of. eol. | 
Ny uil to Fiona, where t ae eon mplate g to nse nui 
in the Inure e vulaet ot the war, 

We wih the zrillant eaamander, nud the army um 
der hinn the suezess Which their jan! geal and. eltiris 
decree Aat. dat, 


y 


| 


readers may re- 


| 
| 


Ram soaps. ‘The original capital of the Byraense 
and Udea rail road. company wis $900 000; the cost 
of the road $1,000,000. dale dh 1839, the cars were 
pat on the track, since whieh time 11 hes from earnings 
Increased its capbat te $1,G00,000——mide two dividends 
of 4 per cent. and will pay another dividead of 4 per 
cent. an the Istof August proxinie--mahking i0. ali 37 
per cent. nett curnings in Z5 inontlis. 


sory wilh two looms, naw in eon- 
it and successtul operanon. ‘There has been a 
large amount of cocoons raised in ‘Tennessee, and al- 
though thes factory purchases all as fast as their means 
ef manufacturing them permit, there are still. 3,000 
busliels 1ea4dy Por the m irnnfaeturi t, waleh sell general- 
ly for $1 per bushcl, neeording to quality. 

“De Wo bhas made some important miproyements in 
his an himc ry lor preparice silky and proposes to locate 
hi nsell ii Ciueimat, aad establish the business here, 
shookt he mer t with any encourage ment We hope he 
will, as the degi inate clk basmsss has euctehed. every 


ESI 


The lexislatare of 


community that has taken hold of it. Dr. W. by the 
way, was clad in a complete suit of silk, frock coat, 
vest and pantaloons, which, six weeks ago, was in the 
mulberry leaf. [Cincinnati Republican. 


Trape or Sarem. The Salem Register says many 
of the merehanis of that city, trade to places visited by 
few, and in many eases, no other vessels under the sua. 
An incideat which oceufred to dne of our national ves- 
sels is an illustration. [t seems that the gallant frigate 
visited one of those fair and distant isles of the occan, 
frum which an extensive trade is carried on to the U. 
States and almost alone with Salem. The natives of 
jeourse, knew no other foreizn country. Salem was in 
their eyes-the greatest cumtuercial mart, which sup- 
plied thea, ane was supplied by them in return. All 
their ideas of commerciul traffic centered in onr port, 
and accordingly the first question pat to the officers b 
the natives -was, “are you from Salem!" Aand ia al 
subsequent intercourse, when any other plaee was 
spoken of, the inquiry invariably was, “How near Sa- 
lem is it.” 


SreamBoars. The St. Louis Republican states that 
as the steamboat Monsoon was descending the river on 
the 23h ult. she took fire over the boilers, and, for a 
short time certain and sudden destruction appeared to 
be her doom. Her tiller ropes were burnt off, and with 
the steam up and engine in mation, she ran upon a 
bar, when the passengers landed. By the intrepidity 
and presence of mind of the officers and hands, the 
fire was exli:guished, however, with no material da- 
mage, and in ashort time she was extricated, her tiller 
ropes repaired, and she proceeded on her voyage. 

Steanhoat stolen! We have to record a singular 
transaction, says the Buffalo Penny Press, in regard to 
the abdoctiou vf the splendid steamer Milwaukie. It 
seems there -are several owners, some of which reside 
n Milwaukie and some m this eity. "hose in the 
former place have been to great expense . without re- 
ceiving any dividend. Some difficulty, in regard to iu- 
ewnbranees, accruing, she was prevented from run- 
mns. The owners here sold her to a Mr. Scars of this 
| place who placed her in the combination and she was 
laid up. Tuis proeceding displeased the owners up the 
lake who procured men and engineers who Wd 
got on a sco:w-load of wood, pumped her boilers full, 
and daring Saturday aight got up steam. east off lines 
and by day break were nearly out of sight, leaving the 
chaps hear 10 winstle. 


STAMMERING. Interesting surgical operation. We 
witnessed one of the most granfying results of the sur- 
gical: ari, yesterday, in the almost immediate eure of 
two most inveterate stainmerers. The operation was 
performed by Dr. Schimdt, of Warren street, in the 
presence of several medical gentlemen. The first pa- 
tient was 36 years old, and stammefed badly. He sat 
in a chwr, with bis head down, and the operater se- 
vered, with his instrument, the muscle under the 
tongue, attached to tlie lower Jaw, immediately back of 
the tront teeth, The speech uf the patient was innne- 
diately improved, notwithstanding a habit of thirt 
yeats standing. The other patient was 25 years old, 
and was so badly nfilicted as scarcely to be understozd 
in speaking; the effort to du so was accompanied by a 
convulsive muyement of the whale face. This opera- 
tion occupied abont one immuute—the patient losing a 
large spuonfal of blood only, and showing no symptoms 
of paia. ‘Uhe etet was almost magical Notwith- 
standing Jong habit, tlie speceh of the patient flowed 
freely and naturally, and the spasms of thy face nearly 
ceased — 1t is gratilying. to witness the progress of 
scicuce in alleviating the afflicuous of markimd. 

N F. Herald. 


Srocks. No variations worlhy ofinseriivn siace our 
our last report. 


Svaar to the amount of 10,093,991 Ibs, was made of 
the maple Jast year ir the state of New York. 


Torveco cror. The Nashville Whig noticing the 
complaints ju regard to the tobacco crop of the states, 
saysi We are pleased to have it in our power to say 
| that no such fears are indulged in Tennessee. "The 
process of transplanting, though somewhat backward, 
has been so far accoñmphshed as to ensure a much lar- 
ger cro}, thronghoal the statu, than was ever before 
reulz d. ‘The land employed ia the evluvation. of 
tubaceo, the. present year, both in Middle ‘Tennes:ce 
aud the western distict, we are inclined to estimate at 
double the g iantity of any previous season. 


Urixiax wixps. The New Qileans Advertiser of 
the 23:1 ultimi, speaks of that city soffering under the 
blasts of. the ujasian winds, tLe foreruaners of epide- 
mie disease. u less they are driven back by the sourh 
winds. ‘They blow fronithe northeast, and during the 
time the sky is. clear blue, and as hard as steel, and 
the sun shines with a burniaz fire, which sooner shows 
their eflect upon the human system. 


University or Virutata. The Richmond Whig 
states-that Mr. S'yvester, of London, has been elected 
professor of mathematies in the university of Virginia. 


Wurvr as neual, alvaneed in price just before har- 
vest, Tt begins now to recede in expectation. of the 
ne ver p ben soon. broaght to marker 


Yintow vever at Haviva. Mr. Fisher, cf Rhode 
«land, second enznmieer of the. steam slip Lion, aad 
Joseph Untehinsen, of Lawell, Mass. belonging to the 
same vessel, died of the fever; and two of the engi 
neers of the steamship Eagle were down with it. 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
The Cunard steamer Caledonia, capt. McClellan, 
rrived at Boston on Saturday the 19th inst. at one 
V/elock, P. M. having left Liverpool on the 4th iust. 
ud made the passage in 13 days, bringing files of 
ndon papers to the 4th inst. and Liverpool to the 
[2 the 4th the day oa which she sailed being Sun- 
a 


y. 
| The English papers speak of the crops as being 
enerally very promising both in Great Britain and 
la the continent. The distress from want of work 
‘athe manufacturing districts of England was not 
| great as at the last previous advices. 

The Scotch papers say—*The weather continues 
jelightful, and our luxuriant fields are careering on. 
n ali quarters Providence is showering goodness on 
he land." 
| The news by the overland mail from India was 
[ceived in London, July 1, by express from Mar- 
piles. As we anticipated, if embraces nothing of 
late date from China. "The latest date is to March 
0. Some few additional particulars relative to the 
ate of trade are given, which will be found among 
uür*extracts. The news from India is not impor- 
mt. The British government brig Larne was at 
ombay, awaiting the arrival of the admiral from 
te Cape of Good Hope, who had not yet made bis 
pearance. Preparations were making to send 
000 troops from Caleutta'to Canton, and additional 
oops from Madras. 

The news from Turkey and Egypt is of more in- 
‘rest. The most important particulars will be 
'und in the subjoined extracts. 

The Caledonia brought 74 passengers; among 
liom was Samuel Jaudon, esq. His lamily did not 
‘turn with him. 

The Acadia arrived home on the morning of the 
Jh June, in ten and a half-days from Halifax. 
The Great Western bad not arrived at Bristol—16 
tys out. 

The President. Every vestige of hope for the 
fety of the President had down. 

Trade in the manufacturing districts of England 
as better. Cotton had improved in demand, and 
iłd.in price for American descriptions. Very 
tle change in corn. 

Money in London was worth 5 per cent. per an- 
im, and taany heavy failures had taken place. 

The French loan had been reduced from 
18,000,000 to 9,000,000 in consequence of the 
‘tent of the Austrian Ioan. 

The stock of bullion in the bank had increased 
117,000. 

"he president's message was received on the 23d, 

it did not seem to excite much interest. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 
Prorogation and dissotution of parliameat. 


mblage. From the moment the royal carriage 


gham palace, 


4 | others. 


He was (followed, some minutes afterwards, by the 

duke of Cambridge and prince George, and, until 
the guns announced her majesty’s arrival, bath of 
the royal dukes were engaged in animated conver- 
sation with the peers around them. Lords Mel- 
borne and Normanby were early in their attendance, 
as was the venerable lori Rolle. The curiosity of 
strangers was mortified by tlie absence of the duke 
of Wellington, lord Brougham, lord Lyndhurst and 
At a few minutes after two Lhe quick suc- 
| cession of guns prepared the brilliant assemblage 
within the house ior her majesty’s approach. The 
| procession, in the usual order, passed through the 
royal gallery, which was lined with the household 
troops, and thronged with the less fortunate, though 
scarcely less imposing array of 1ank and fashion, 
that was unable to obtain admission to the interior, 
presenting a scene of great splendor, Within the 
house the effect upon her inajesty’s entiance, when 
the whole assembly, in tbeir varied and gorgeous at- 
lires, rose, was exceedingly striking. Her majesty, 
who was preceded by the heralds and pursuivants, 
the lard chancellor, the earl of Errol, the earl of 
Shaftesbury with the cap of maiutenance, viscount 
„Melbourne with the sword of state, the earl marshal, 
and the other great officers of stat2, was led to the 
throne by his royal highness prince Albert, who 
then took his seat on ber left hand side. 

Her majesty wore a magnificent robe of white 
satin richly embroidered with gold, and trimmed 
witli gold lace, over which she wore the mantle of 
slate. A dazzling tiara, stomacher, necklace and 
ear-rings of brilliants completed the royal toilette. 
Prince Albert wore a field marsbal's uaiforin, with 
the ribhond and decorations of the garter. Both 
her majesty and his royal highness appeared in ex- 
cellent health. The speaker and the members of 
the house of commons having been summoned to 


the bar by the usher of the black rod, the royal 


ked in excellent health and spisits. i 


honorable gentleman shortly alterwards appeared, 
attended by a considerable nuinber of members, 

The speaker then addressed her majesty as fol- 
lows: Most gracious sovereign, we, your majesty’s 
faithful commons, approach your majesty with sen- 
timents of unfeigned devotion and loyalty. It has 
been our most anxious desire, in granting the sup- 
plies for the present year, to place at the disposal 
of your inajesty the mcans by which the naval and | 
military establishments of the country might be 
placed in a state of complete efficiency, and we en- 
tertain a strong conviction that, by thus enabling 
your majesty to maintain the honor of the crown 
and protect the just rights and interests of the peo- 
ple, we have adopted a course, which under the favor 
of Divine Providence, will ensure both to this coun- 
uy ane the rest of Europe a continuance of the bles- 
sings of peace. We now tender to your majesty an 
act to apply certain sums of money for the service 
of the year 1841, and to appropriate the supplies 
granted in this session of parliament, to which, in 
all humility, we pray your majesty’s gracious as- 
sent. 

The lord chancellor then presented the speech to 
her majesty, who condescendingly intimated that the 
royal assent was to be first given to some bills. His 
lordship seemed amused at this correction in the 
forms of proceeding. 

The royal assent having been given, in the usual 
form, to the bilis, the lord chancellor presented the 
speech, which her majesty read with her usual clear 
and distinct enunciation. 

The Queen’s speech. 

* My lords and geattemen: 

“Ona full consideration of the present state of pub- 
lic affairs, I have come to the determination of pro- 
roging parliament, with a view to its immediate dis- 
solution. 

“The paramount importance of the trade and in- 
dustry ol the couatry, aad my anxiety that the exi- 
gencies of the public service should be provided for | 
in. tbe manner least burdensome to the community, 
bave induced me to resort tu the means which the | 
constitution has entrusted to me, of ascertaining the 
sense of iny people upon matters which so deeply 
concern their welfare. 

“I entertain the hope that the progress of public 
business may he facilitated, and that divisions inja- 
rious to the course of steady policy, and useful le- 
gislation may be removed by the authority of a 
new parliament, which I shall direct to be suinmon- 
ed witliout delay. 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED, EVERY SATURDAY, BY JEREMIAH HUGHES, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 


“Gentlemen of the house of commons, 

“Į thank yau for the readiness with which you 
have voted the sums necessary for the civil and mi- 
litary establishments. 

“My lords and gentlemen, 

“In the exercise of my prerogative, [can have uo 
other object than that of securing the rights and 
promoting the interests of my subjects; and I rely 
on the co-operation of my parliament, and the loyal 
zeal of my people, for support in the adoption of 
such measures as are necessary fo maintain that 
high station among the nations of the world, which 
it has pleased Divine Providence to assign to this 
country.” 

As soon as her majesty had concluded, 

The lord chancellor said: It is her majesty’s royal 
will and pleasure that this parliament be prorogued 
to Tuesday, the 29th of June inst. to be then here 
holden, and this parliament is accordingly prorogued 
till Tuesday, the 29th of June. 

On the 23d June the royal proclamation was pub- 
lished, ordering writs for the election of a new par- 
liament. 

The quecn and corn laws. The eheers with which 
her majesty was hailed on her return from the liouse 
of lords on Tuesday were greatly increased as she 
reached Whitehall, but as her majesty’s carriage 
turned into the horse guards, lound cries weré raised 
of “remember the coin laws!" "Repeal the céén 
laws!” Those cries evidently reached the royal ear, 
as her majesty seewed to bow assent to the demand 
of her loyal subjects, which drew forth renewed ac- 
clamations. 

The elections for the members of the new partia- 
ment took place in several of the districts on the 
last of June, Both parties claim the victory, and 
although the parties are nearly balanced, it appears 
that the tories have rather obtained the ascendancy. 
The London Globe, the ministerial paper, lays claim 
to the victory, but admits that another dissolution of 
parliament will, in all probability, follow at no dis- 
tant period, owing to the nearly balanced state of 
parties in the new parliament. 

The Globe states that every individual connected 
with her inajesty's government, whose election has 
come on, has, so far as they are aware, been return- 
ed, and many of them by the largest and most im- 
portant constituencies. Among them are lord John 
Russel, for London; lord Palmerston, for Tiverton; 
sir John Cain Hobhouse, for Nottingham; the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer for Portsinouth; Mr. Ma- 
caulay, for Edinburgh; Mr. Labouchere, for Taun- 
ton; sir George Grey, for Devonport; Mr. Clay, for 
Tower Hemlets; Mr, Parker, for Sheffield; Mr. Ver- 
non Smith, for Northampton; the atlorney general 
for Worcester; the lord advocate, for Leith; captain 
Dean Dundas, for Greenwich; lord Listowel, for St. 
Albans, 

lt appears that lord Palmerston lost his election in 
Liverpool, and was run for in Tiverton. The Liver- 
pool Mail of July ist, gives the following as the re- 
sult of their election. 

The mayor has just made the following official 
declaration of the state of the poll at the clase, which 
will be found to be more satisfactory than the re- 
turn which we had furnished. The announcement 
was received with enthusiastic cheering—Sandon, 
5,979; Cresswell, 5,792; Palinerston, 4,431; Walins- 
ley 4,617. 

Dreadful riots occurred in many places, on the 
evening of the election, particularly in Liverpool, 
where four men and one woinan was shot, and se- 
rions injury was done to property. 

At Ashton, also, it is said “the hospitals are filled 
with the wounded, and one policeman has died of 
his wounds,” 

The Liverpool Mail of the 1st instant, states that 
the conservative members already returned are 110; 
the radical members 77. The conservative gain is 
30, the radical 15—leaving a majority in favor of 
couservatism of 14, or 28 votes on a division, in the 
honse of commons. 

Defeat of Mr Hume. 
defeated at Leeds, 
next parliament. 

The London Morning Chronicle, (liberal) of June 
3d, has the following aiticle respecliog the result of 
the late election. 

“At twelve o'clock last night the return receiv- 
ed (reckoning the double one for Thetford on both 
sides), were 160 reformers and 156 tomes. The 


Joseph Hume has been 
He will, probably, not sitin the 
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tories have dost twenty-seven seates, and gained | 


thirty-seven; so that the reformers have hitherto sus- 
tained in all the loss of (en seates. From twenty- 
two boroughs, returning thirty-one meinbers, we 
have received no return. What proportion of these , 
seats may be filled by liberals, we cannot of course | 
say with certainty. But with respect to thirteen of | 
these seats, no doubt is entertained, and they way 
now be set down às belonging to the liberals.” 
Official declaration of the poll in the city of London. 
In consequence ot the dispute respecting the corcect- 
ness of the returns as published by lhe conservative 
and whig committees, the utmost excitement and 


interest have prevailed in the city, during lhe whole | 


of the morning, to learn the actual state of Ihe facts, 
,as they were to be developed by the official declara- 
tion of the final result of the poll, which sheriff Gibbs 
yesterday intimated would be made this day at two 
o'clock. From an early hour the Guildhall present- 
ed an animated appearance, and the crowd kept 
continually increasing, manifesting the greatest im- 
patience lor the exhibition ot the members. Exactly 
at the appointed hour, the sherifls, with a numerous 
retinue, appeared upon the hnstings, and inmediate- 
ly declared the number polled to be as follows: 

For Masterman, 6,339; Wood, 6,315; Lyall, 6,290; 
Russell, 6,221; Attwood, 6,212; Pattison, 6,070, 
Crawford, €,065; Price, 6,017. 

The sheriifs then declared the choice of the citi- 
zens of London to have fallen upon Mr. Masterman, 
sir R. Wood, Mr: Lyall and lord J. Russell, as their 


representatives in the commons house in the ensuing 
parliament. 

The new members having relurned thanks, 
meeting was dissolved. 

Thus lord John Russell has escaped defeat by a 
majority of nine. How this majority may be dealt 
with by a commiltee of Ihe house of commons re- 
mains to be seen. 

The Morning Post of the 30th June has lhe fol- 
lowing remarks: — | ; f 

Looking to what has taken place in the cily of 
London—lookiug to the towns which have already 
chosen conservative members instead of their late 
ministerial representatives—looking to the probabi- 
lity of addifional gains in the towns, and the certain- 
ty that about a dozen county seats which have been 
abandoned by the soinisterialists will be filled in the 
ensuing pailiament by conservatives, we may fairly 
regard it as impossible that the present ministry 
should continue. [t is already a moral certainty that 
there will bea decided majority of conservatives in 
the next houseol commons. And the political cer- 
tainty consequent upon that is, that sir Robert Peel 
will be the chief minister. 

Comparative loss and gain, The returns to the 
new parliament, (including one from Scotland— 
Leith), up to Friday evening, July the 2d, received 
in London, are— 


the 


Liberals, 159 
Tories, 145 
Majority for the liberals, 1 


The total amount of the university, city and bo- 
rough coustituency of England, is 541, of which, as 
above seen, 307 have been elected. It is stated that 
in comparative loss and gain to the two parties, 
that the tones have a majority in this respect, 
against the liberals of 9 or JS votes on a division. 

^ Ministerial changes. Siw George Grey is to have 
the duchy of Lancaster, with a seat in the cabinet; 
suceeeded as judge advocate by Mr. Shiel, late vice 
president of the board of trade. 

Mr. More O’Ferrall, secretary of the admiralty, 
has the post ot financial secretary of the treasury, 
vice Gordon O’ Ferrall is succeded at the admiralty 
by Mr. Parker, M. P. for Sheflield. 

The hon. E. J. Stanley, joint secretary of the 
treasury, has been appointed postmaster general of 
the forces in the place ol sir Henry Parnell, who re- 
tires from parliament. 

The honorable Fox Maule has been transferred 
to the vice presidency of the board of trade. Maule 
is succeeded by lord Seymour, tron the secretary- 
ship of the board of control, in which post he is suc- 
ceeded by Mr. C. Buller. 

Lod Plunket has, at length, resigned the lord 
chancellorship of Ireland. Sir John Caiopbell, the 
attorney general, is to be his lordship’s successor 
sho will be elevated to the peerage. 

The vacant post of governor of Bombay is nol yet 
filled up. 

The new queen’s counsel. Mr. Whately and Mr. 
Godaon, M. P. of the Oxford cirenit; Mr. Knowles, 


Mr. Baines, and the honorable Mr. Stuart Wortley, | 


ot the northern circuit; Mr. Sutton Sharpe; and Mr. 
Austin. : 

The king and queen of the Belgians and suite ar- 
rived at Buckingham palace, Loudon, on the 22d 
uiliuio. j 


Marriage of prince Albert's brother. At is. stated 
that the present visit of the king of the Belgians to 
London has retereoce to the coutetmplated marriage 
of the brother of prince Albert with the princess 
Ctementine, the only unmarried daughter of Louis 
Phillippe. 

Failure. Whitmore, Wells & Whitmore, bankers, 
of London, have faile:l. 

Sleamer losi. The Pollik steamer has been lost 
olf the island of Elba. Only one person drowned. 

The President steamer. 
has been received at Paris, which says: “Captain 
Hammond, ol the British brig Venus, which arrived 
here from Newfoundland on the 7th iustant, reports 
that he had, on his voyage fror Cadiz to Newtound- 
land, in the middle of April last, passed a large 
steamer drilting on the ice, in which she must short- 
ly after have been blocked up. The captain of the 
brig hoisted his number, aud tlie steamer in answer 
the British dag. The brig uot having been reported 
by the steamer, which was endeavoring to proceed 
homewards, capt. Hammond supposes it must have 
been the President. He was obliged to make a cir- 
cuit of more than 150 miles, to avoid running in the 
same predicament.” 

The markets. Matters in the English money mar- 
‘ket seem to be ina more active state than we had 
reason to hope for by our last advices. Although a 
inomentary shock has been given to American credit 
by the state of Indiana, not remitting the funds re- 
quisite to pay the dividends upon its stock due on 
the Ist inst. it was, however, believed on the depar- 
tnre of our advices, that the amount was in transitu 
per the Great Western. All transactions in Ame- 
rican state stock:or bank stocks, seem to be in abey- 
ance. ES 

Liverpool cotton markel, Friday, July 2. The de- 
mand for cotton throughout the week has been pret- 
ty brisk, and not less than. 29,230 bags have been 
sold, of whieh'speculators have taken 3,000, and 
exporters 300 American, The markel is not very, 
abundantly supplied, and an advance of 4d. per Ib. 
has been obtained for American descriptions on last 
week's prices. Brazil, Egyptian, East India, &c. 
are without auy material alteration in prices. The 
trade have bought freely, there having -been a still 
further improvement in the demand lor yarn and 
goods last Tuesday at Manchester. There were 
forwarded into the country last month unsold 5,600 
American, 150 Brazil, and 20 Surat. The import of 
the week amounts to 20,489 bags. ‘To-day’s de- 


| mand has been pretty brisk, and the sales ariount to 


ig us bags, for which full prices have been ob- 
tained. 

Sales from the 26th June lo tlie 2d inst. inclusive; 
50 Sea Island 11a17?; 30 Stained do. 7; 8,000 Up- 
land 54a74; 11,460 Orleans 19083; 4,760 Alabama 
and Mobile 51, 

July 8. The sales of cotton for the week ended 
25th ult. amounted to 28,790 bales, and for that 
ended yesterday they were 30,430 bales, of which 
8,000 were Upland at 54a83; 12.660 Orleans at 5}a 
$3, 4,760 Alabama and Mobile at 4227; and 50 Sea 
Island at 142174 per ib. About 3,600 bales have 
been taken duriog the week on speculation. The 
business to-day is estiinated at fully 5,000 bales, of 
which 1,060 is on speculation. The receipts into this 
port since the Jst January, of all kinds are about 
740,000 bales, of which 610,000 are American, 
against 910,000 bales at this tirne last year ofall sorts, 
of which $10,000 were American, and the stock at 
present here is estimated at 690,000 bales, against 
135,000 bales on the 3d July last; the stock of Ame- 
rican colton is now -175,000 bales, or about 90,000 


bales more than it then was, and considering the 
state of our tnanufacturing districts, and so much 
cotton to be sold, it bolds out very little encomage- 
ment for any advance. 

Liverpool corn markct, July 2. Owing to the bus- 
Ue occasioned by the election, business in all free 
articles of the corn trade appeared to be neatly sus- 
pended between Tuesday last and to-day, the prices 
of each remaining nominally nnvaried. In the course 
of that period, however, we have had some specula- 
tive inquiries lor wheat in bond, and several cargaes 
of foreign have been sold for arrival within the range 
of our last quotations; these, with 1,000 bbls. ol Phi- 
ladelpbia flour, now under tock, at 23s. per bbl. com- 
prise the whole transactions worth naming within 
the last two days. 

London corn exchange, July 4. The weather is 
very damp and close, und there appears to be danger 
of too much rain. 

The accounts from the country are unfavorable, as 
regards the wheat crop, aud trom near Ipswich one 
party writes that he never recollected the wheat plant 
fillowing out worse. 

From Birkshire there is an unfavorable account, 
and from Suricy also. 

From [reland aud Scotland the reports are good. 


A letter dated June 12, f 


| position to encourage it. 


From Danzig the accounts come of as late dat 
as last Sunday. The weather had then turned fin 
and bright, alter two or three week's rain which ha 
done good. The winter sown wheat and rye look 
ed thin, but the crop on the whole presenting a pra 
ising appearance, aud prices were rather lookin 
down. Here to-day we have hardly any fres 
wheat at oiai ket, and what there is has sold at N 
advance. In bonded there are some transactions z 


-| full prices. 


FRANCE. 
The party adverse lo tlie peace of Europe is agai 
beginning to be active. The war mania is aga 
rising; and it is by no means satisfactory to knoi 
that some of Louis Phillippe’s ministers show a dit 
The French marine mi 
nister is threateoing, and at variance with the polic 
of M. Guizot. Vessels are being regularly despatch 
ed to the Medilerranean. The Turkish empire! 
distracted. Eastern affairs unsettled; and this, cou 
pled with the state of feeling in Paris, all dictate th 
prudence of not relying on the protessed peaceabl 
disposition of France. 
The duke de Nemonrs returned to Paris frog 
Africa on Monday eveniag 28th ult. " 
The Monileur promulgates the law authorising th 
establishment of a new line of stean packets in th 
Mediterranean. 
The Catlist French journals speak of changesi 
the French ministry as probable. 
Admiral Lalande takes the command of the Mt 
diterrauean fleet. 1 
The chamber of peers approved, on Wednesday 
of the treaty of commerce lately concluded betwee 
France and Holland. a 
M. Lefehvre de Bacourt, the charge d'affaires v 
France at Buenos Ayres, has written: to the mini; 
try to demand his immediate recall, new difficaltiy 
having arisen in La Plata, which could only be se 
tled by an appeal to arms. 
FRENCH AFRICA. 4 
A letter from Toulon ol the 18th, has the folloy 
ing news: 1 
“The Euphrates steamer has arrived from A 
giers. It brings the following intelligence, a 
Algiers, June 14th: The army has again taken ¢ 
field. The expedition (about 10,000 strong, Ñ 
cluding the 10th battalion of sharp shooters) lg 
Bidah on the 10th, escortiog an immense conxt 
destined to reviclual the gar:ison of Medeah aj 
Miltanah. On the 11th the troops passed the 
de Monziah without obstacle, and on the 121b l 
150,000 rations at Medeah. Ou the 18th thec 
lumn proceeded on its toarch to Millanah. A 
these particulars have heen transmitted to us by 1 
telegraph. The weather is cool aud lavorable 
‘the expedition. k 
The Toulonnias of the 23d contains inlelligen) 
trom Algiers of the 15th inst. the environs ol whit 
painfully demonstrate the nature of the tenure 4 
which the French hold the country. “The en 
rons of Algiers continued to be infested hy fi 
Arabs, and sot a day passed over without a robbe 
ora murder being committed close to the walls 


the city.” d 
SPAIN. i 


Madrid letters of the 24th of June, announce tl 
the cortes have declared vacant the office of gual 
dian to her majesty queen Isabella IT. 5 

The young queen of Spain is reported to be in 
very bad state of health. Tbe household of the t 
gent is entirely military. i 

The Courier de Bordeaux publishes the spee 
delivered by Espartero when elected regent | 
Spain, which is nearly word for word with that pt 
nounced by Napolean in the presence ol the seng 
after his appointment as consul for life. : 

PORTUGAL. 

The ministerial crisis here lias been brought U 
close, and anew cabinet formed. The financial; 
fairs of Portugal are still ina very deplorable con 
tion, though it is expected that the forthcoming 
reign dividend will be paid. 

GREECE. 

The island of Candia is still in arms. France! 
'dicates some intention of countenancing this may 
ment, and king Otho has already done so, The 
test news from Bulgaria and Macedonia was of, 
‘unfavorable character. Private letters from Ma 
state thal Mehemit Ali wonld not accede to 
clause to the hatti scheriff fixing the amount of 
bute at 40,000,000 piasters. He declares he willy 
pay more than 6,000,000. à 

: RUSSIA. E 

The emperor has sent a squadron to the Hag 
with his second son, the grand duke of Constanti 
who serves as a widshipman on board the Aup 
frigate. 


Q 


i] 
DENMARK. 


The government had concluded a treaty » 
Great Biitain aud Sweden relative to the passagi 
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the sound. In virtue of this trenty, the duration of 

which is limited to ten years from the U5th June, 

and tnay be prolonged lorten years more, if agreea- 
ble ta the contracting parties, the court of Copen- 
hagen has established a new tariff of duties to be 
paid by merchant vessels navigating under English 
colors. According to this tariff, the duties on coffee 
and cocoa are reduced from 24 stubers (4S sfubers 
are equal to a rix dollar, 4s. 43d.) to 3 stubers per 
quintal on raw sugar, Irom 9 stubers to 5; the duties 
on rice continues fixed at 6 stubers per four quintals, 
and that on cotton goo!s at I per cent. advalorem. 

THE EAST. 

According to the latest accounts from the East 
the war continned to rage in Candia, and was geue- 
rally favorable, though nof decisively so, to the 
Christian insurgents. 

The Augsburg Gazette of the 20th states, under 
date Constantinople the 2d, that the pasha of Bag- 
dad, Bosmia and others, had revolted, and intended 
to declare themselves independent of the central go- 
vernment. 1t was said that the pasha of Bagdad, 
not having succeeded in his undertaking, had songht 
refuge in Persia. According to nccounts froin Vi- 
enna of the 15th, prince Metternich would not leave 
that capital before the 15th of July. 

CHINA, INDIA. 

By the usual monthly express from Marseilles 
have been received advices from China, and the 
peu ports of the Levant. ‘The dates are from 

ombay, May 22, from Malta, Jnne 22. 

Sir Gordon Bremer was at Calcutta, organizing 
reinforcements for the army in China. The rein- 
forcements consist of 2,500 Europeans, and a small 
numher of native troops. At Bombay similar pre- 
parations are in progress for expediting troops to 
China, where the most unfavorable aspect prevails. 
The cholera was raging at Bombay, but the inortali- 
ty does not appear tu have been very alarming, and 
was confined to flie natives. 

The armainent against China, which was to leave 
on tlie. arrival of sir W. Parker, consisted of two 
large frigates, and two iron steamers constructed ex- 
pressly for the navigation. 

The news received by this mail is not of a re- 
markable kind. The eyes of all are turned towards 
Chiva, but nothing has been reccived from thence 
of a date innre recent than that brought by the last 
steamer. Her majesty’s brig Larne is inthe hasbor 
of Bombay, awaiting the arrival of the new admiral. 
At Calcutta preparations are gaing forward to send 
a reinforcement to the expedition of 1,600 European 
soldiers, and at Madras similar preparations have 
been made for sending additional sappers and mi- 
ners., 

The season is now very much advanced and fears 
are entertained that nothing satisfactory will be 
done before the storms set in the Chinese seas. 

The accumulation of goods outside Canton is im- 
mense, and will naw, without doubt, be thrown on 
the market. Prices will rule very low. Patna 
opium is quoted at 490 to 4t0 Spanish dollars, Be- 
nares af 400, and Mulwa at 410. 

The following is the proclamation issned by the 
joint imperial commissioner concerning the opening 
of the trade. It must be received with mneh quali- 
fication, for captain Elliot’s demands were not as 
stated. There was no intention of reinoving the 
ships of war Irom Canton. 

“Proclamation froin the joint cammissioners Yang 
and the acting governor F.. calling on the people 
to resume commercial intercourse, March 20. 
“Yang, joint imperial cominissioner. noble ol’ the 

second order, &c. and E. acting governor of the two 

kang, &e. hereby issue proclamation to carry on 
commercial intercourse as nsnal, and peacefully to 
pursue ordinary ayocations. 

“Whereas, npon the 19th of the present month, 
the English plenipotentiary officially represented 
that it was his desire to maintain peaee, and he de- 
manded nothing else, but only immediate permis- 
sion for the trade to be carried on as usnal. 

“And whereas the commercial intercourse enjoyed 
by vations countries is owing ta the good pleasure of 
the celestial court that all shonld cherish tenderly 
men from alar. 

*"Therefore, the English plenipotentiary having 
so represented that he demands nothing else bnt trade 
only, and the nierchant ships of America having, in 
consequence of the war, suffered detention, so that 
their cargoes remain unsold, and there is no prospect 
of returning homeward, a change cannot but be made 
cómimnensurably to these circumstances permitting 
them alike to trade, and thus displaying a compasion- 
ate regard. 

“While the facts will be duly represented to the 
throne, they proceed fo issue these special com- 
mands for the information of all. For this, then, it 
is proclaimed fo all the tradesfolk, solliery and peo- 
ple in general, for their fill informatioun, that hence- 
forward the merchants of all uations aie alike. per- 


mitted to repair to Whampoa and trade, and you 
will hold intercourse with them, and pass to and fro, 
as usual; and there shall be no hindrance or obstruc- 
tion made, nor any trouble created. After the En- 
glish vessels of war shall be withdrawn, it will yet 
be more right and seeming to protect, and carefully 
to look to and well treat, the merchant vessels at 
Whampoa, and the merchants dwelling at Canton. 
Let every one tremblingly obey. Oppose not this 
special proclamation. 
“Taoukwang, 2tst Zaar, 2d month, 28th day, 20th 
March, 1841. (True translation). 
“J. ROBERT MORRISON, 
Chinese secretary and interpreter.” 
(Trne copy). “EDWARD ELMSLIE, 
; Secretary and treasurer.” 


The Canton Register of March 30th, gives the 
following information:—“The mere reports me that 
the English ships of war have removed below the 
city of Canton about one mile anda half; that the 
British flag was hanled down in Canton on the even- 
ing of tlie 26th instant, the guard. removed, and the 
flag has never since been hoisted. ‘The further de- 
mands of the local government now are, that all the 
English ships of war are to leave tlie river, the fort 
and island of North Wangtung to be evacuated and 
surrendered to the Chinese before any trade as usual 
can be recommended. If these demands are com- 
pled with, the next that will be pressed npon her 
majesly’s plenipotentiary will probably be, to re- 
bnild the Bogue forts at English cost, and on the 
latest and most improved scientific principles of de- 
fence and offence. Will not his excellency's mag- 
nanimity grant such reasonable and modest de- 
mands? More troops are daily arriving in Canton, 
but we know nothing of Yihsoan’s movements or 
intentions, if he is indeed in Canton. It was ru- 
mored on Saturday that he had annulled Yang's 
proclamation for renewing the trade with the En- 
glish. About fifteen ships are now supposed to be 
at Whampoa; the treatinent experienced by the En- 
glish and United States vessels, under the renewed 
usnal trade will furnish matter for remark next week 
or belvre.”? 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and 
with the udvice and consent of the senate. 
Peleg Sprague, judge ot the United States for the 
district of Massachusetts. 
Abner Nash Ogden, judge of the United States 
for the dirtrict of Louisiana. 
John Chambers, governor of the territory of Iowa. 
Otho H. W. Stoll, secretary of the territory of 
lowa. 
George C. Bates, attorney of the United States 
for Michigan. 
Courtland Cushing, attorney of the U. States for 
Indiana. 
Robert Hanna, marshal of the United States tor 
Indiana. 
.... Collectors of the customs. 
Parker Sheldon, Bath, Maine. 
Joseph Eaches, Alexandria, District of Columbia. 


Postmasters. 
Robert M. Riddle, at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. 
Jobn C. Montgomery, at Philadelphia. 


Mrssron ro Excrixp. The National Intelli- 
gencer of 15th inst. says—« We are authorised to 
say that the president, some time ago, tendered the 
important trnst of the mission to England to the 
hon. John Sergeant, the distinguished member of 
congress from the city of Philadelphia. 

Having held the ofer ander consideration, Mr. 
Sergeant, we regret to learn, with just acknowledg- 
ment of the honor of the proposed high public em- 
ployment, snd his grateful respect for euch a mark 
vl confidence, felt bimself obiiged to decline the ap- 
pointment. So far as we may gather froin rumor, 
the reasons for this were of a private nature, such 
as might properly influence the head of a large fami- 
ly, and one why, it 1s probable, has participated in 
that diminntion of income, from vested praperty, 
| which the convulsions of recent times have rendered 
so general Mr. Sergeant is well known to the 
whole country. His service is congress has already 
been unusnally long, most useful to the country, 

| aud, as we believe, in the highest degree acceptable 
to his constituents, There are many eminent cili- 
zeus from among whom, withont doubt, a highly 
fit seleetion may be made for minister to London, 
hut it will be rare good fortune if the exccutive choice 
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should fall on any one in whose integrity, ability, 
prudence, and American feeling, the American peo- 
ple would havo more confidence than in those of 
Jobn Sergeant of Pennsylvania," 


The Cincinnati Chronicle of the 8th, evening, 
has the following notice of the final eeremonies con- 
nected with the interment of the remains of president 
Hanrison, and of the spot where they are de- 
posited: 

«Tas roma, The steamboat Raritan, which con- 
veyed the hearse and committees yesterday, arrived 
at North Bend, sbont 3 P. M. Tt was intended to 
have the services at the grave strictly private. ‘The 
zeal and excitement of the public could not, how- 
ever, be repressed. Three other steamboats lelt 
the wharf at the same time, and on the ground 
thousands of people from the neighboring country 
had collected. Al were anxious to see the spot 
where the body of their late chief was tu be laid. 

The spot was most peenharly well selected. It 
is n sort of monnd, separated from the hill by 
ravines, abont a hundred yards back from the river, 
and elevated abave it some fifty or sixty feet. The 
river here makes a curve, and from n great distance 
above and below, the stranger who shall pass on 
the stream of the Ohio, may view in the distance 
the roma or HARRISON, 

‘The services'at the grave were performed jointly 
by the Rev, Dr. Wirsox and the Rev. Mr. Broorr. 
The body was deposited in a vault, there to await 
the last trompet call. 

By Ohio's descending wave, 

His country's vows shall bless the grave, 

And there 
Imperial ITonor's awful hand, 
Shall point his lonely bed! 


REVOLUTIONARY REMINISCENCES. The nomi- 
nalion of general Washington to be commander- in- 
chief of the American army. The Troy Whig says 
that tbere is a very prevalent error existing in this 
country as to the individual member of the conti- 
nental congress who nominated George Washing- 
ton fo be commander-in-chief of the American army 
—the honor of that nomination having been almost 
universally aseribed to John Adams of Massachu- 
setts; while it in reality belongs to Thomos Johnson 
ot Maryland, who soon alter signalized his patriot- 
| ism by hastening from civil life with a body of Ma- 
|ryland troops, to join the army during its retreat 
through. New Jersey, and who, as a just tribute to 
his virtues and talents, was elected the first go- 
vernor of his native state. 


The evidence on which this statement rests is 
found in the following extract from a letter written 
by John Adains himself to colonel Pickering, dated 
August 6th, 1522. Alter giving an acconut of his 
going to Philadelphia, in 1775, in company with 
Cushing, Samuel Adams and Paine, ‘four poor pil- 
grins,” Mr. Adams says: 

«They were met at Frankfort by Dr. Rush, Mr. 
Mifflin, Mr. Bayard and others, who desired a con- 
ference, and particularly eantioned not to lisp the 
word “independence.” They added, you must not 
coine forward with any bold measure; you must not 
pretend to take the lead; you know Virginia is the 
inoàt populous state in the union; they are very 
prond of their ancient dominion, as they call it; they 
think they have aright to take the lead, and the 
soutbern states and middle states are too much dis- 
posed to yield it to them. 


“This was plain-dealing, Mr. Pickering; and I 
must confess, that there appeared so much wisdom 


and good sense in it, that it made a deep iinpres- 
sion on my mind, and it had an equal ellect on all 
my colleagnes. This conversation, and the princi- 
ples, facts and motives snezested in it, have given 
a color, coinplexion, and character to the whole po- 
licy of the United States from that day to this. 
Without it, Mr. Washingfon wonld never have 
commanded our armies, nor Mr. Jefferson bave 
heen the author of the Declaration of Independence, 
nor Mr, Richard Henry Lee the mover of it, nor 
Mr. Chase the mover of dissolving foreign con- 
nexions. 

“If 1 ever had canse to repent of any part of this 
policy, that repentance ever has been, and ever will 
be, unavailing. I had forgot to say, nor had Mr. 
Johuson ever have been the nominator of Washing- 
ton for general." 
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THE ARMY. 
Head quarters of the army adjutant gen's office, 
Washington, Jaly 12th, 1841. 
GENERAL OROERS—No. 39. 

T. The company of the 5th. regiment o£ infantry 
at Fort Brady will be immediately relieved by a 
company of the 4th regiment of artillery, and then 
proceed to Fort Crawford. Fort Howaid will be eva- 
enated for the present, and the garrison join the 
head quarters of the regiment without delay. The 
post and public property will be turned over to the 
quaiter master’s department. 

1. The Ist regiment of infantry will be withdrawn 
from Florida, proceed to the Upper Mississippi, and 
take post as follows: 

At Fort Snelling—Three companies. 

Fort Crawford-—Five companies. 
Fort Atkinson—One company. 
Fort Winnebago—One company. 

III. As soon as relieved by detachments of Ist 
infantry, the 5th regiment will be concentrated at 
Jefferson barracks, thence proceed to Join the Flori- 
da army, vie Fort Brooke, Tampa Bay, in time to 
ensure its arrival by the Ist November. 

1V. The seven companies of the 4th infantry, at 
Fort Gibson, under its lieutenant colonel, will pro- 
ceed to Florida via New Orleans and Tampa Bay, 
to arrive not later than the 15th of October. Re- 
gimental head quarters to be established at Fort 
Jesup, when the colonel, now on leave of absence, 
sball join. 

V. The commanders of departments, regiments 
and posts affected by this order, are charged with 
the prompt moveiaent of the troops, as herein di- 
rected, for which the requisite transport shall be fur- 
nished by the quarter master’s department. 

By command of major general Scott. 
(Signed) R. JONES, adj. gen. 

From Florida. We have been favored with the 
following extract ot a letter from an officer of the 
army, dated 


a MM 


Fort Fanning, July 9. 

The officers of the 1st regiment are getting better. 
Rumor says that our regiment (the 1st) is to go up 
the Mississippi to relieve the 65th infantry, and 
that the 5th will be ordered to go to Florida in 
consequence of our regiment being entirely dis- 
abled by sickness to do duty in (he field the coming 
winter. 

‘Tampa Bay af this time is very unhealthy; there 
have been several deaths, a gu inany cases of 
sickness; the disease supposed to be congestive fe- 
ver. The wife of Dr. Leonard, United States army, 
died at Tampa Bay of fever, a few days ago. The 
ariny is nearly all in tlie field, with the exception af 
the sick, and those stationed at three or four stoall 
posts, Captain Hawkins, of the 7th infantry, the 
other day, routed Halleck ‘Tustennuggee’s party of 
about 50 to 76 warriors, took a squaw and two chil- 
dren, destroyed a qnaatity of jerked beef and some 
twenty or thirty bushels of contee. The troops are 
still out, with the exception of the sick, who were 
compelled to return fiom the field. There is at 
present a great deal of sickness in the territory, and 
we have every prospect of wore, as the country, 
from the recent heavy fall of rain, is partially inun- 
dated. The weather is very hot. 

[Savannah Georgian 


THE NAVY. 
The United States ship-of war Ohio, bearing the 


ja a SS. 


a t e e MÀ 


Marine corps. Captain Thomas A. Linton. 2d 
heutenants—Josiah Watson, H. B. Watson. 

Passenger, surgeon James M. Greene, detached 
from the hospital at Mahon. 

The United States ships Constellation and Boston 
sailed from the Cape of Good Hope for China on the 
24th of April. 

The Saluda at New York, from Rio Janeiro, left 
at that port about the 14th June, United States ship 
Potomac, under sailing orders; United States ship 
Decatur, and United States brig Enterprise, just ar- 
rived from Montevideo. A United States sloop-of- 
war, name not reported, went into Rio Janeiro on 
the idth June. 


Navy or Great Brirarx. The following is 
from the official list for Octaber, 1840, as published 
in «Miles's Epitome," page 37; wo extract it, with 


slight alterations, from the Boston Mercantile 
Journal: 


assis |. 
Ships, &c. 83 [s 2m.IIS E 
m ES S l= a 3 S 
<j B Se S 
Of the line 28| 54) 23) 105 
Under that rate, 
small vessels,&c| 149 | 220 | 34| 403 | 466,176 
Steamers 65 15 T] 8T] 34,056 
242 | 289 64 | 595 | 500,232 


The whote chargo for the service of the year cnd 

ing February, 1841, amounts to £5,659,051. The 
number of scamen, 24,165; boys, 2,000; marines, 
9,000. ‘Total, 35,165. 
It will be seen by the above tible that our govern- 
ment have now in commission 65 steam-ships of 
war, besides 15 in ordinary, and 7 building; making 
an aggregate of 87. lt is also known that the 
steam-ships built and building, to serve as packets 
to distant ports, are all constructed in such a man- 
ner that, in ease a war should render it necessary, 
they can be converted, without delay, into farmida- 
bie steam-frigates. {n two months after a declara- 
tion ot war, Great Britain could send to sea one 
hundred and fifty steam-frigates!’ How many 
steam ships of war could the American government 
furnish in case of a declaration of hostilities by any 
foreign power? The number would hardly amount 
toa plurality. [ Montreal Herald, July 8. 


THE CASE OF ALEXANDER MCLEOD. 
In supreme comt, New York. 
ON HABEAS CORPUS JULY TERM, 1S4l. 

Mr. Justice Coweu delivered the opinion of the 
court as follows: 

The prisoner's petition, on which I allowed this 
writ, contained an intimation that his commitment 
to the jail of the county of Niagara had not been 
regular; but that ground is now abandoned. The 
sheiitf returns an indictment tor murder found by a 
grand jary of that connty agaiust the prisoner, on 
which he appeais lo lave been arraigned at the 


broad pennant of com. Isaac Hull, arrived at Boston | court of oyer and terminer holden in the same conn- 


ou Saturday forenoon, from the Mediterranean, last 
from Gibraltar. The Ohio was 31 days trom Gib- 
raltar, having left Toulon on the Sth May, Mahon 
the 29th May, Malaga the 9th June and Gibraltar 
the t5th June. 

The U. S. sloop Preble, commander R. Voorhees, 
leit Toulon on the 7th May for Leghorn. 

List of officers atlached to the Ohio, Commodore— 
Issac lult, commanding Mediterranean squadron. 
Captain—E A. F, Lavallette.  Lieutenants—G. J. 
Pendergrast, S. F. Dupont, W. L. Howard, S. Lock- 
wood, l. S. Missroom, R. B. Hitchcock, J. W. Cox, 
James F. Miller, G. Gamevoort. Fleet surgeon—T. 
Williamson. Purser— Wm. Sinclair. Chaplain— 
1. P. B, Wilmer. Asistant surgeons— Geo. Mauls- 
by, E. J. Bates. Acting master, J. Carroll. 24 do.— 
W. D. Hurst. Comtmoiore’s seeretary—J. Ethe- 
ridge. Professor of matheinatics—J. Pierce, jr. 
Passed midshipmen—W. B  hendshaw, W. A. 
Jones, W. A, Parker, W E. LeRoy, L. Maynard, 
Joseph H. Adams. Midsliipnen— W. F. Delough, 
P. Crosby, R. Townsend, A. N. Smith, S.E Wood- 
worth, W. R. Low, R. A. Knapp, E. F. Tattnall, J. 
Downes, jr. L. R. Law, M. Rush, J MeLanahan, 
D. Aunen. Boatawain—W. Waters. Carpenter— 
J. Southwick. Sail maker—S. B. Bannister. Arty 
gunner—John Caulk. Cammnodote's clerk Chailes 
Francis, jr. Captain’s do.—St. Amand Holembeit. 
Purser’s do.—Josepli M. Salter. 


ty. It further appears that he pleaded not guilty, 
and was duly comiaitted for trial, ‘Phe indictment 
charges, in the usual form, the murder of Amos 
Durlee by the prisoner, on a certain day, and ata 
certaiu town within the county. 

These facts, although ollieially returned by the 
sheritf, were, by a provision in the habeas corpus 
aet,2 R.S. 471, 2d ed. $50, open to a denial by 
affidavit, or the allegation of any lact to show that 
the imprisonment or detention is unlawfnl. Insuch 
case the same section requires this court to proceed 
i a suinmary way to hear allegations and proofs in 
support of the iinprisnüment or detention, and dis- 
pose of the party as the justice of the case may re- 
quire. Under color or complying with this pro- 
vision, which is of recent introduction, the prisoner 
not denying the jurisdiction of the court over the 
crime as ebarged in the indictment, or the regularity 
of the commitment, has interposed an affidavit stat- 
ing certain extrinsic facts. One is that he was ab- 
sent and did uot at all participate in the alleged of- 
fence; the other, that it present and acting, it wasin 
the necessary defence or protection of lus country 
against a treasonable insurrection of which Durfee 
was acting in aid at the time. 

Taking these facts to be mere matters of evidence 
upnn the issue of not guilty, and, of themselves, they 
are clearly nothing more, f ain of opinion that they 
cannot be made available on habeas corpus, even as 


an argument for letting the prisoner to bail, much 
less tor ordering bis unqualified discharge. That 
this would be so on all the authorities previons to 
the revised statutes, his counsel do not deny. The 
rule of the case is thus laid down in the British 
books: “A man charged with murder by the ver- 
dict of a coroner’s inquest may be admitted to bail; 
though not after the finding of the indictment by the 
grand jury." 1 Chit. Cr. L. 129, Am. ed. ot 1826. 
Petersd, on bail, 521, S. P. it has never, that we 
are aware, been departed trom in practice under the 
English habeas corpus act. Lord ch. justice Ray- 
mond said, in Rex v. Dalton, 2 Str. 911, that he 
would bail though a coroner’s inquest had found the 
crime to be murder; and the distinction was between 
the coroner’s inquest, where the conrt can look into 
the depositions, and an indictment where the evi- 
dence is secret. Loid Mohun's ease, 1 Salk. 104, 
S.P. This reason is adopted by Chitty, at the page 
of his Cr. law before cited; and by Petetsd.on bail, 
London ed. of 1835, p. 521. It wasalso recognized 
by Sutherland, J. of this court, in 1825, Tayloe's 
case, 5 Cowen’s Rep. 56. He says, “the indictment 
must be taken as conclusive upon the degree of the 
crime,” id. 

The disposition herelolore taken in the cause be- 
ing thus cut off, there are no means of inquiry leit 
to us on this motion, by which we can say whether 
a murder was in fact committed, or whether tbe 
charge would probably be mitigated on the trialto a 
very doubtiul case of manslaughter, or to a homicide 
in defence, or whether all participation might be dis- 
proved by showing a clear alibi. Nothing is better 
settled, on English authority, than that on habeas 
corpus, the examination as to guilt or innocence 
cannot, under any circumstances, exteod beyond 
the depositions or proofs upon which the prisoner 
was committed. This would be so even on habeas 
carpus before an indietment found, however loosely 
the charge might be expressed in the warrant of 
commitment. Chitty, at the page before cited, says, 
“it is in fact to the depositions alone that the conit 
will look for their direction; where a felony is posi- 
tively charged, tliey will refuse to bail, though aa 
alibi be supported by the strongest evidence." He 
cites Rex v. Greenwood 2 Str. 1,138, a case of rob- 
bery, and cight credible witnesses making affidavit 
that the prisoner was at another place at the time 
when the robbery was sworn to have been commit- 
ted; yet, adds the report, the court refused to admit 
hito to bail, but ordered him to remain till the as- 
sizes. 

Here the crime is clearly proved by the depositions 
which have been read on the side of the people, 
while, instead ol eight witnesses to au alibi, we have 
the solitary affidavit of the prisoner. Tn Rex v. Ac- 
ton, 2 Str. 851, the prisoner had been tried for the 
murder and acquitted; afterward a single justice of 
the peace issued a warrant charging him with the 
same murder, upon which he was again committed, 
On an offer to sliow tlie former acquittal in the clear- 
vst manner, the cout refused to hear the proof. On 
the authority of this case, Mr. Chitty, at the page 
just cited, lays down the rule that the court will not 
look into extrinsic evidence at all. He states a case 
wherein the same question came up in respect to 
an inferior critue—receiving stolen goods with a 
guilty knowledge. The prisoner’s affidavit de- 
nied his knowledge; yet the court refused to bail, 
saying the fact of knowledge was triable by a jury 
only. They added, it would be of dangerous con- 
sequence to allow such proceedings, as it might 
induce prisoners generally to lay their cases be- 
fore the court. Page before cited, Petersd. on bail 
page before cited, relers to Clutty, who cites cases 
K. B. 96. 

This book, eo nominee, does not appear now to 
be extant; and 12 mod. the only reference I am 
aware ol which, among the English quotations, is 
synonymous with Chitty’s, does not appear to con- 
tain the case stated by him. But it accords with 
many others in circumstance; and the reason given 
is almost too plain to demand any direct authority. 
To hear defensive matter through ex parte affidavits 
as a ground for bailing the prisoner, would be to 
trench on the oilice of the jury; lor in the case of 
high crimes, bail would be equivalent to an acquit- 
tal. Accordingly, the rule as laid down in Horner's 
case, 1 Leach, 270, 4th ed. Loudon 1815, is in effect 
the same with that stated by Chitty. The prisoner 
had been committed under a charge of defiauding 
and robbing a man of his money by false pretences. 
It was insisted that tlie facts stated in the deposi- 
tions lor the king made out a mere misdemeanor; 
and that the prisoner was therefore entitled to bail. 
But the transaction by which the money wes obtain- 
ed, admitted of one construction which might make 
it a lelonious taking. The court said, “in cases of 
this kind the course has always been to leave it to 
the jury to determine quo animo the money was ob- 
tained. Iu auch a case the court never lorin any 
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judgment whether the facts amount to a felony or 
not; but merely whether enough is charged to justi- 
fy the «tetainer of the prisoner, and put him upon bis 
tial.” 

Thecases I have noticed were, in several respects, 
stronger for the prisoner than the case before as.— 
They were mostly founded on charges of a charac- 
ter much less serious than murder. They were all 
belore indictment found; some of them presented a 
state of things on which it was plainly impossible to 
couvict; and last, though not least, they were mere 
applications for bail; a thing which «MeLeod does 
not ask for. He demands an absolute discharge, on 
grounds upon which, according to the laws ot Eng- 
fand, he would not even be entitled to bail. The 
law of England formed in this respect the law of 
New York, until our new babeas corpus act took 
elfect, 

It becomes necessary next toinquire whether the 
hew statute has worked auy enlargement of our 
powers beyond what we have seen they were up to 
the time when it passed, The 2 R. S. 169, 2d ed. 
$40, 4t, requires usto examine the (acts contained in 
the return, ani into the cause of the confinement ol 
the prisoner; and if no legal canse be shown for it, 
or for its continuation, we are to discharge him.— 
"That here 1s legal cause, viz: an indictment for mur- 
der, and an order of commitment, we have seen is 
not denied. By the 45th section, p. 170, if it appear 
tbat the party lias been legally cominitted for any 
criminal olfeuce, we are required to let liim to bail, if 
the case be bailable. Butso far we have no direction 
as to what case shall be considered bailable. We are 
left under the restraint which I have noticed as ex- 
isting before the statute. Not one of them is re- 
moved by it. 

Then comes section 50, p. 471, which is relied on 
by the prisoner's counsel. I briefly noticed this iu 
proposing the question to be considered, But the 
prisoner is entitled to the benefit of it entire. The 
words are, that “the party brought before such court 
or officer, on the return of any writ of habeas cor- 
pus, may deny any of the material facts set torth in 
the return, or allege any fact to show either that his 
imprisoument or detention is unlawful, or that he is 
entitled to his discharge, which allegations or deni- 
als shall be on oath; and thereunon such court or 
officer shall proceed in a summary way to hear such 
allegations and proofs as may be produced in support 
of such imprisonment or detention, or against the 
same, and to dispose of such party as the justice of 
the case may require." Under this statute the pri- 
soner’s counsel claim the right of going behind the 
indictment, and proving that he is not guilty by affi- 
davit, as he may by oral testimony before the jury. 
We have already shown the absurdity of such a 
proposition in practice, and its consequent repu- 
diation by the English crimioal courts, And we 
were not disposed to admit its adaption by our le- 
gislature witbout clear words ot necessary construc- 
tion. 

We think its ohject entirely plain without a resort 
to the rules of constraction. [ts words are satisfied 
by being limited to the lawfulness of the authority 
uader which the prisoneris detained, without being 
extended to the force of the evidence upon which 
the authority was exerted, or which it may be in the 
prisouer’s power to adduce at the trial. Thisil ue- 
cessary, is rendered still inore plain by considering 
the evil which.the statute was intended to remedy. 
At common law, it was doubtful whether the pri- 
soner could question the truth of the return or aver- 
come it by showing extrinsic matter, upon the point 
of the authority to iinprison. The statute was passed 
to obviate the oppression which might sometimes 
arise from the necessity of holding a return to he 
final and conclusive, which is false in fact, or if 
true, depending for its validity on the act of a ma- 
gistrate or court which can be shown by proofs ali- 
undeto have been destitute of jurisdiction. Watson's 
case, 9 Adolph, and Ellis, 731, 3. R. S. 781, 5, 2d 
ed. app. note. 

An innocent man may be, and sometimes is unfor- 
tunately imprisoned. Yet his imprisonment is no 
less lawlul than if he were guilty. He must await 
his trial belore a jury. There are various cases in 
which the enactiaent, allowing proof extrinsic to the 
return, may have etfect without supposing it appli- 
cable here. Itmust, E apprehend, lor the most part, 
apply to the cases where the original commitment 
was lawful; but in consequence ot the happening ol 
some subsequent event, the party has become enti- 
tled to his discharge, as if he be committed till he 
pay a fiue, which he has paid accordingly, and the 
return states the commitment only; so after convic- 
tion he may allege a pardon, or tnat the judgment 
under which lie was imprisoned has been reversed. 
Nor is it uecessary to inquire how far we night be 
entitled ta go, where the prisouer in custody, on the 
mere examination aud warrant of a committing wa- 
gistrate. 


But it is said we have power to direct the entry 
ofa nolle prosequi, and it is our duty to look into 
the merits of the case with a view to decide whether 
it be a proper one for the exercise of that power. 
This proposition is also put upon a new section of 
the revised statutes, which most clearly gives no 
color for the suggestion. At common law the at- 
torney general alone possessed this power, and inight 
under such precautions as he felt it bis duty to 
adopt, discontinue à criminal prosecution in that 
form at any time before verdict. The power and 
practice under it are laid down in 1 Chit. Cr. law, 
178, ed. belore cited. It probably exists unimpaired 
in the attorney general to this day; and it has been 
by several statutes delegated to district attorneys, 
who now represent (le altoruey general in near- 
ly every thing pertaining to indictments and other 
criminal proceedings local to their respective coun- 
ties. 

The legislature finding the power in so many 
hands, and fearing its abuse, by the 2 R. S. 609, 2d 
ed. $54, provided thatit should not thereafter be 
lawtul tor any district attorney to enter a nolle pro- 
sequi upon any indictment, orin any other way dis- 
continue or abandon the same without leave of the 
court having jurisdiction to try the offence charged. 
This provision, the prisoner's counsel conteuded, so 
enlarged our powers that we might arbitrarily inter- 


tinuance of treaties must be presumed by all courts 
of justice till the contrary be shown; and this iz a 
presumplio juris el de jure, until the national power 
oi the country in which such courts sit, officially 
declares the contrary. 

A learned English writer on the law of nations 
wakes this remark, (1 Ward's Law of Nations, 194): 
“Although 1 am aware that there 1s a great autho- 
rity tor the contrary opinion yet it is upon the whole 
| settled that no private hostilities, however general, 
or however just, will constitute what is called a le- 
gitimate and public state of war. So lar indeed has 
my lord Cook carried this point, that he holds, if all 
tlie subjects of a king of England were to make war 
on another country in league with it but without tlie 
assent of the king, there would still be no breach of 
the league between the two countries." 1 Bl. Coin. 
267, S. P. Again, in Blackburn v, Thompson t5 
East. St, 90, lord Ellenborongh, ch. j. delivering 
the opinion of the court of king's bench, said, “I 
agree with the master of the rolls ia the case of the 
Pelican, [t Edw. Adm. Rep. Append. D.] that it 
belongs to the government of the country to deter- 
mine in what relation of peace or war any other 
country stands towards it; and that it would be unsafe 
for courts of justice to take upon them without that 
authority, to decide upon those relations. But 
when the crown has decided upon the relation of 


lere on the prisoner’s affidavit and other proofs ve- | peace or war in which another country stands to 
rifying his imnocence, óreven on grounds of nation- | this, there is an end of the question. 3 Camp. 66, 7, 
al policy, as where the prosecution wonld be likely |S. C. and S. P, 

to effect our foreign relations uofavorably and that| So far were the two governments of England and 
too in dispite of the attorney general and district | the United States from being in a state of war when 
attorney, Couceded as it was, that before. the re- | the Caroline was destroyed, that both were strug- 
vised statutes we had no power to give such direc- | gling to avoid such a turn of the excitement then 
tion, the argaiaent seeks to draw from the statute | prevailing on the frontier, as might turnish the least 
giving us a veto against the nolle prosequi a positive | occasion for war. Both had long maintained the rela- 
power to compel its entry. Even if we bad such | tions of national amity; and have done so ever since 


| power the argument would be quite extraordinary. | under an actual treaty. So far from England fitting 


It demands that we should finally dispose of an in- | out a war like expedition against the United States, 
dictment for murder, on tbe soit of evidence by jor any public body, she utterly disavows any such 
which we are guided upon a motion to set aside a | nbject; while on our side we have inflicted legal 
default or change a venue. In any view, this ques- | punishment on the leaders ol the expedition of 
tion belongs primarily to the executive department | which Durfee made a part, on the ground that Eng- 
of the government. land was then at peace with us. Whatever hostile 
I shall have occasion to inquire hereafter whether | acts she did were ained exclusively at private of- 
these views should uot be regarded as a final answer | tenders; and if there was a war in any sense, the 
to this application. ‘Chat will depend on the ques- | parties were England on one side and her rebel snb- 
tion whether facts stated on the part of the prisoner, | jects aided by certain citizens of our own, acting In 
supposing them to be admissible at all, are proper | their private capacities and contrary to the wishes 
for the consideration of the jury only; or whether, | of this government, on the other. 
as counsel have insisted with great zeal, they are| In speaking of public war, I mean to include all 
such as to divest our ciiminal courts of all jurisdic- | national wars, whether general or partial, whether 
tion either over tbe subject matter or person of the | publicly declared or carried on by commissions, such 
prisoner. We should, as we thought at the close of jas letters of marque, military orders or any other 
the argument, have felt ourselves entirely satisfied | antüority emanating from the executive power of 
to dispose ot the case on the first question, without | one country and directed against the power of ano- 
looking any farther into the nature ol the transac- | thei; whether the direction relate to reprisals, the 
tion out of which this indictment has arisen. But, | sieges of towns, the capture or destruction of private 
as counsel made the question of jurisdiction their | or public sh'ps, or the persons or property of private 
main topic, we peiferred to reserve the case, and | men belonging to the adverse nation. I mean to 
have looked into it as far as possible during a very | exclude all hostility ol any kind not having for its 
short vacation, consistently with other pressing ju- |avowed object the exercise of some influence or 
tlicial avocations. control over the adverse nation as such. | deny 
Want of jurisdiction has not been put on the that public war in this sense can be made out by an 
ground that McLeod was a foreigner. An alien, in | affidavit or by any other medium of proof than the 
whatever manner he may have entered our territory, | declaration of war by one or botb of the two natious 
is, if he cominita crime while here, amenable to our | who are parties to it. 
criminal law. Lord Mansfield, in Cambell v. Hall There are three sorts of war—public, private and 
Cowp. 208. Vattel, B. 2, chap. 8, $101—2. Story's, | mixed. Grot. B 1, ch. 3, sec. 1. Private war is 
Contl. of L, 518, 2d. ed. Nay,says Locke, though | unknown in civil society, except where it is lawtul- 
he were an East Indian, and never heard of our ;ly exerted by way of defence between private per- 
laws. On Civ. Guv. B. 2 ch. 2. $9. sous. To constitute a public war, at least two na- 
But it is said his case belongs exclusively to the | tions are essential parties, in their corporate capa- 
Lorum of nations, by which counsel raean the diplo- | cities © Mixed war can be carried on only between 
matic power of the United States and England, or | a nation on one side and private individuals on the 
in tbe event of their disagreement, the battle field. | other, "There is no fourth kind. Grot. up. supra. 
I have alieady admitted that counsel may, under the The right of one nation, or any of its citizens, to 
50th section of the habeas corpus act, allege and | invade another, or eater it and do any harm to its 
prove a want of jurisdiction. To show this the affi | property or citizens, does not arise till public war 
davit of McLeod 1s produced, from which tbe inler- | be lawfully announced in some form. It does not 
ence is sought to be raised that the Niagara frontier | arise where one nation has a quarrel with private 
was in astate of waragainst the contiguous province | persons being within the territory of another, Whe- 


of Upper Canada; that the homicide was committed 
by McLeod, if at all, as one of a military invading 
expedition, set on toot by the Canadian authorities 
to destroy the boat Curaline; that he was a British 
subject. That the expedition crossed our boundary, 
sought the Caroline at her moorings in Schlosser, 
and there set fire to lier and burned her, and killed 
Durfee, one of our citizens, as it was lawful to do 
in tiine of war. 

We need not stay to examine the conclusion, viz: 
a want of jurisdiction, if the premises be untrue. To 
warrant the destruction of property or the taking of 


ther there be any exception to this rule, I shall here- 
after inquire. 

Much was said in argument on the assumption 
that the state of hostilities oo the frontier amounted 
to unsoleinn war. In supposing this to be so, coun- 
sel came back to the very error which they repudiat- 
ed in more general terms. A war is none the less 
publie or national because it is nnsolemn. All na- 
tural wars are of two kinds, and two only; war by 
publie declaration, or war announced without such 
declaration. ‘The first is called solemn or perfect 


! Ed 2 
war, because it is general, extending to all the in- 


hfe on the ground of public war, it must be what is | habitants of both nations. In its legal consequences 
called lawful war, by the law of nations, a thing | it sanctions indiscriminate hostility on both sides, 
which can never exist without the actual concur | whether by way of invasion or defence, 

tence ol the war waking power. This, on the part| The second is called unsolemn or imperfect war, 
of the United States, is congress; on the part of |simply because it 15 not made upon general, but 
England, the queen. A state of peace aad (he con- [special declaration. The ordinary instance ıs a 
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commission of reprisal, limiting the action of the na- 
tion plaintiff, to particular objects and purposes 
against the nation defendant. 1t supposesa partial 
grievance, which can be redressed hy a correspond- 
ing remedy or action; and does not authorise hosti- 
hty beyond the scope of the special authority con- 
ferred. Such are severa] of the instances I have 
just now mentioned. But they are no less instances 
of poblic war. The attack on Copenhagen was men- 
tioned on the argzuinent as an instance of unsolema 
war. So indeed it was. The British admiral had 
a deputation from the war-making power of Eng- 
land to act against the war-making power of Den- 
mark; to demand the surrender of the Danish fleet, 
and, onrelusal, to destroy publie or private proper- 
ty, or take lile, uot as a punishment of private | 
offenders, but to coerce the nation. Why was the 
attack taade? Because Denmark would not sur- 
render her navy voluntarily; and there was danger 
that France wonld take it either by force or under 
coliusion on the side ot Denmark. Those who were 
in arms on the side of Denmark acted not in their 
own right, but as agents of the nation to which they 
were subject. 

Belore the remotest analogy can be seen in this to 
the case at the bar, the U. States must be brought 
in aad made defendants in their corporate capacity. 
lt will be seen, I trust, by this time, that the in- 
stance derogates not in tbe least from the distinction 
that runs through all the writers ou the international 
law, viz: lhat whether to constitute solemn or nn- 
solomn war, the authority to act must emanate from 
the war-making power on oue side, and be intend- 
ed to influence that power on the other. Action 
under such a power is necessarily a collision. be- 
tween two nations; and answers to Grotins's defini- 
lion, viz: “That is a public war which is made on 
each side by the anthority ol the civil power. B.: 
l. ch. 8. $t. At 64, he divides this sort of war into 
solemn and ansoletnn, of which latter he gives au 
instance in B. 3. ch, 2. 82, N. 3. Vid. also 2 Ruth. 
p. 507 and 548. 

The distinction has been followed to this day, 
though the legal character of unsolemn war has since 
been changed. “Both,” says Rutherforth, “are now 
lawful. ‘The only real effcct of a declaration of war 
1s, that it makes the war a general one; while the 
imperfect sorts of war, such as reprisals or acts of 
hostility, are partial, or are confined to particular 
persons, or things or places. In solemn wars all the 
ineoibers ol one nation act against the other under a 
general commission; whereas in publie wars, which 
are not solemn, those members of one nation who 
act against the other, act under partienlar commis- 
sions.” Ruth. B. 2. ch. 9, §t8. Vattel, B. 3. ch. 15. 

Both sorts of war are lawiul, because carried on 
under the authority of a power having, by the law 
of nations a right to institute them, In any other 
war no belligerent rights ean be acquired. All cap- 
tures, all destruction of property must be illegal, and 
the taking of life a crime. Short of (his war cannot 
be carried into an enemy’s country, for the simple 
1eason that there is no war to carry there, and no 
enemy against whom if can be exerted. The nation 
denouneing war must be explicit. “This makes it,” 
says Vattel, “formal, and so lawful. But nothing of 
this kind,” says he, “is the case in an informal, il- 
legitimate war, which is more properly called. de- 
predation. A nation attacked by enemies, without 
the sanction ofa public war, is not under any obli- 
gation to observe towards them the rules of formal 
warlare. She may treat thein as robbers.” Vattel, 
B.3, ch. 4, 668. “Such unauthorised volunteers in 
violence," says Blackstone, “are not ranked among 
open enemies; but are treated like pirates and rob- 
bers.” 

It was accordingly conceded, in argument, that 
the Canadian provineial authorities had no inherent 
power to institute a public war. Vide. 2 Ruth. 496- | 
7-8. We were, however, referred to Burlam. Pt. 
4. cli. 2, sec, 18-19, to shaw that those authorities 
inight do so on the presumption that their sovereign 
would approve the step; and that sueh approbation 
would reflect back, and render the war lawful from 
the beginning. On the assumption that this indirect 
mode of instituting war bad actually been resorted 
to, counsel again bring themselves back to tlie fun- 
damental error whieh led to this application. No 
one would deny that if the affair in question can be 
tortured into war between this nation and England, 
the United States night take possession of McLeod 
as a prisoner of war. tn such case, there would | 
have been no need of this motion. But admitting 
the rules of Burlamaqui, and that counsel might, by 
the aid of England, get up an ex post facto war for | 
the benefit of McLeod, this cannot be dane by an 
equivoque; aud especially not in contradiction to the | 
language of Englaud herself. 

Neither the provincial authorities nor the sove- | 
reign power of either country have, to this day, cha | 
ractersed tlie transaction as a publie war, actual or | 
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constructive. They never thought of its being one 
or the other. Both have spoken of it as a transac- 
tion public on one side, to be sure, but both claimed 
to hold fast the relations of peace. Counsel seem 
to have taken it for granted that a nation can do no 
public forerble wrong without its being at war, even 
though it deny all action as a belligerent. At this 
rate every illegal order to search a ship, or to enter 
on disputed territory, for the reeapture of national 
property even from an individual, if either be done vi 
et armis aud work wrong to another nation or anv of 
its subjects, would be public war, necessarily so, 
though the actor should deny all purpose of wer.— 
Were sucha rule once admitted, England and the 
United States can scarcely be said to have been at 
peace since the revolution which made them two 
uations. My endeavor has been to show that on the 
question of war or peace there is a quo animo of na- 
tious, by which we are bound. 

To prevent all misunderstauding in the progress 
of the argument, it is proper to observe farther, that 
an act of jurisdiction exerted by inferior magistrates 
civil or military, for the arrest or punishment of in- 
dividuals, is not public war of either kind. So long 
as the actis kept within legal compass, though its 
exeition be violent, where lor instance, the object is 
lo suppress a riot, quell an insurrection, or repel the 
hostile incursions of individuals, it is, though sus- 
tained by a soldiery in arms, only one mode of en- 
forcing the criminal law. Itis hke calling ont the 
toilitia as a posse comitatus to aid a sheritf who is re- 
sisted in the execution of process. Force becomes 
lawful where the laws are set at defiance. We see 
this in the frequent resort to soldiers of the regular 
army by the English, in cases of dangerous riots. 
Vid. Roth. B. 2, ch. 9, sect. 9. Such a state of 
things, therefore, conlers no right to act offensively 
against individuals who reside or sojourn in the 
neighboring territory. Slionld they be pursued and 
arrested, or killed, the act would be a naked usurpa- 
tion of authority, like tlie sheriff of one county go- 
ing into another to execute process. “lf says Ruth- 
ertorth, B. 2, ch. 9, sect. 9, «the magistrate in any 
instance, use even the force with which he is en- 
trusted in any other manner, or for auy other pur- 
puse than is warranted in his appointment, this, as 
it is his own acl, aad not the act of the public, can- 
not be called publie war.” 

Sensible that all pretence of belligerent right was 
wanting, it is therefore, in the first view, a lawful 
act of magistracy that the case was sought to be put 
by Mr. Fox, both in his lelter to Mr. Forsyth and 
Mr. Webster. I take the words of his last letter, 
written after the question had been deliberately 
coasidered by his government—*T ke grounds upon 
which the British government make this demand" 
(the surrender of McLeod), *are these: that the 
transaction on account of which McLeod has been 
arrested, and is to be put upon his trial, was a trans- 
action of a nublic character, planned and executed 
by persons duly empowered by her majesty’s colo- 
nial authority to take any steps and do any acts 
which might be necessary for the defence of her 
inajesty’s territories and for the protection of her 
inajesty'"s subjects; and that consequently,those sub- 
jects of her majesty who engaged in that transac- 
tion were perforininz an act of public daty, for which 
they cannot be made personally and individually an- 
swerable to the laws and tribunals of any foreign 
country." In the same letter he restates the opinion 
of his government that “it wasa justifiable employ- 
ment of force for the purpose of defending the Bri- 
lish territory frorn the unprovoked attack of a band 
of British rebels and American pirates.” 

It this view of the transaction can be sustained, 
it was lawful ab inilio. It required no royal re- 
cognition to render it national. It came wilhin the 
power which the Canadian authorities held {rom | 
England to aet in her place and stead. So long as 
they confined themselves within the territorial line 
of Canada, they were doing no more than the na- 
ture of their connection with England required; 
sustaining that absolute and exclusive jurisdiction 
to which she is entitled with every ollier nation.— 
Whether they had power, without pretence of being 
engaged in a war with the United States, or could 
derive power from England, to tit out an expedi- 
tion, cross the line and seize or destroy (he proper- 
ty and persons of our citizens in this country, aud 
whether any one acting under such au assumption 
of power can be protected, is quite adifferent ques- 
tion. 

One decisive test would 
that Durfee had committe 
laud, for whieh he was liable to arrest and trial in 
Canada, None would pretend that any warrant 
from the English nation could be used to protect 
one of her oflicers from an action of false imprison- 
ment, il he had merely aested the offender on this 
side the line. No one would pretend that a milita- 
ry order and the addition of the quecn’s soldiers and 


be furnished by adtaitting 
d a crime against Eng. 


sailors would, in such case, strengthen a plea of 
justification; nor would the subsequent approval of 
the nation, This would have no greater effect than 
the original authority; accordingly it was not pre- 
tended on the argument that England had any right 
whatever to send and arrest Durfee as a fugitive 
from justice. The pretence that she had any such 
right would have been too absurd to bear the name 
ol argument. Nor is it pretended that her magis- 
trates, civil or military, had any power within our 
territory to seize and bind him over to keep the peace 
toward England or her subjects. “We cannot,” 
says Vattel, B. 2, ch. 7, 692, “enter the territory of 
a nation in pursuit of a criminal, and take him from 
thence. This is what is called a violation of terri- 
tory; aud there is nothing more generally acknow- 
ledged as an injury that ought to be repelled by 
every stale that would not suffer itself to be op- 
pressed.” The rule is too familiar, even as between 
the states of this confederacy, lo require that it 
should be insisted on at large. 

But the civil war which England was prosecuting 
against various individoals, was insisted on as a 
ground of protection; but I ain. free to admit that 
the strongest possible color for the extraordinary 
right claimed, is to be derived from taking the U. 
States to stand in the attitude of a nentral nation 
with respect to two parties engaged in actual war; 
England on one side, and Van Reasselaer, Durfee 
and their associated assailants on the other. This 
is what Grotius calls mixed war, being as he says, 
“that which is made on one side by public anthori- 
ty, aud on the other by mere private persons.” B. 
1,ch.8, $1. Rutherforth retains the same distinc- 
tion under the same name, in characterising a con- 
test between a nation as such and its external ene- 
nies coming in tne form of pirates or robbers; asso- 
ciates, he says, who act together occasionally and 
are not united into civil society. Ruth. B. 2, ch. 
9, §9. : 

The several invasions of England by Perkin 
Warbeck and lord Herise, mentioned in 1 Hal. D. 
C, 161, the former of which is also noticed in Cat- 
vin's case, 7 Co. Rep. 11-12, are instances of sucli 
a war, the books saying that in England, such of- 
fenders inust be tried by martial law, for a reason 
which I shall hereafter consider. Let Durfee, then, 
be regarded as England's enemy, who has, with 
Wells the boat owner, and his boat, taken shelter 
in the neutral territory of the United States. Had 
England any right to follow him there? None, say 
the hooks, not even in the heat of contest, had lie 
been an enemy pursued and flying forshelter across 
the line. I Kent’s Com. 119-20. Independently 
of fresh pursuit, no writer on the Jaws of nations 
ever veutared the assertion that one of two belli- 
gereats can lawfully do any hostile act against 
another upón neutral ground. 

Ii it be not a plain deduction from common sense, 
yet, on principles in which publicists agree, all 
rightful power to harm the person or property of 
any one dropped from the bands of McLeod and his 
associates the moment they entered a country with 
which their sovereign was at peace, Noexceptian 
can be made consistently with national safety.— 
Make it in favor of the subordinate civil authorities 
of a neighboring state, and your territory is open to 
its constables; in favor of their military, and you let 
in its soldiery, in favor ofits sovereign, and yon are a 
slave. Allow him to talk of the acts and machina- 
tions of our citizens and send over his soldiers on 
the principle of protection, lo burn the property or 
take tle lives of the supposed offenders, and you 
give up to the midnight assanlt of exasperated 
strangers the dwelling aud life of every inhabitant 
on the frontier whom they way suspect of a dispo- 
sition to aid their enemies. Never since the treaty 
of 1783, bad England, in time of peace with ns, any 
more right to attack. an enemy at Schlosser, than 
would the French have at London in time of peace 
with England. 

“The full domain," says Vattel, “is necessarily 
a peculiar and executive right. The general do- 
iain of a nation is full and absolute; since there 
exists no authority upon earth by which it can be 
limited; it therefore excludes all right on the part 
of foreigners.” B. 2, ch. 7, $ 79. The same wri- 
ter defines the jurisdiction of courts within that do- 
main. “The sovereignty united to the domain, es- 
tablishes the jurisdiction of the nation in lier terri- 
tories. It is her province to exercise justice in all the 
places under her jurisdiction; to take cognizance of 
the crimes committed, and the differences that arise 
in the country—id. $84. “It is unlawful,” says 
the same writer, “to atlack an enemy ina neutral 
country, or fo commit in it any otlier act of hostili- 
ty.” “A mere claim of territory," says sir Wm. 
Scotl, a British judge of admiralty, “is undoubtedly 
very high, when tbe factis established, it overrulea 
every other consideration." In the Vrow, Anna 
Cathainia, 5 Rob, Adm. Rep.20-1. And he re- 
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wed to recognise a sight of capturing an enemy’s 
inp within a marine league nf our coast. The 
Anna La Porte, id. 332, “We only exercise the 
ights of war in our own terrilory," says Bynker- 
shack, nr. “in the enetay’s, or ina territory which 
belongs to no one."— Quest, Jur. Pub. B. 1, ch. 8. 

«There is no exception," says chancellor Kent, 
‘fo the rule that every voluntary entrance into neu- 
tral territory with hostile purposes, is absolutely 
unlawful,"— 1 Kent's Com. 118, 4th ed. “The jn- 


the high seas only, or ina territory whichis vacant 
and belonging to nobody. 1t is in modern law con- 
fined mainly tothe case of pirates. But even these 
cannot be arrested in the territory of a foreign na- 
tion at peace with the sovereign ol the arresting 
ship. Molley de Jur. Mar. B 1, ch. 1,1 6. 
Admitting then that England might protecl a man 
against our Jurisdiction. by saying he did a publie 
act under her authority, does it not hehoove her at 
least to show that she was actinz wi'hin tbe limits 


risdiction of courts," says Marshall, eh. J.**1s a | of her own jurisdiction, especially where she has 


branch of that which is possessed by the nation as 
an independent sovereign power, The jurisdiction 
of the nation within its own territory is necessarily 
exclusive and absolute. [tis susceptible of no li- 
mitation uot iroposed. by itself; any restriction de- 
rived trom an external sonree would imply a dimi- 
nntion of its sovereignty to fhe extent of the re- 
striction, and an investment of that sovereignty tn 
the same extent in that power which could impose 
such restriction." That these are not rules of yes- 
terday, bnt have formed a part of the acknowledged 
law of nations for nearly two thousand years, may 
be seen in Grotius, B. 3, ch. 4, sec. 8, N. 2. He 
says we may not kilor bart an enemy at peace 
{with us. ‘And this proceeds not from any privi- 
;lege attached to their persons; but from the right of 
that prince in whose domains they are. For all 
civil societies may ordain that no violence be offer- 
,ed to any one iu their territories bat by a proceed- 
ving in a judicial way, as we have provided out of 
| Euripides. 

“t you can charge these guests with an offence, 
do it, by law, forbear all violence.’ But in courts 
of justice the merit of the person is considered, and 
this promiscnons purpose of hurting each other 
ceases. Livy relates that seven Carthaginian gal- 

‘lies rode in a port belonging to Syphax, who, at 
‘that time, was at peace both with the Carthaginians 
and Romans; and that Scipio came that way with 
two galles. These might have heen seized by the 
Carthaginians before they had entered the port, but 
being forced by a strong wind into the harbor, be- 
fore the Carthaginians could weigh anchor, they 
durst not assault them in the king's haven.” Se- 
veral more modern instances of a like character ure 
stated by Mnlloy de Jur. Mar. B. 1, ch. 1, sec. 16. 
It is said to be a rule of the modern law of nations, 
that not only must the parties refrain from hostilities 
wlule in a nentral port; but should one set sail, the 
other must not, till 24 hours after. Marteus’ L. nf 
nations, B, 8, ch. 6, sec. 6, nofe. And a doctrine 
abont as strong was laid down by sir Wm. Scott, in 
the case of the two G»^broeders, 3 Rob. Adm. Rep. 
162. .- 

To apply these authorities: The affidavit of Mc- 
Lend suggests that Durfee had, on the day before 
he was killed, aided in transporting military stores 
to Navy Island, and surmises that -be intended to 
continue the practice. 1 put it again that the war, 
if any, was by England against hiin and his asso- 
ciates—not against the United States, But what 
right, I again ask, bad she to pursue him into a ter- 
ritory at peace? That she had done I have shown 
from-her own judge sitting in the fornm of nations, 
from one of our judges sitting in the like forom, 
from authoritative publicists, and from all antiquity. 
I hase shown that even punic faith felt itself bound 
to let an enemy go free whom it accidentally met 
on neutral gronnad. Within the territory of a na- 
tion at peace, all bellizerenl power, all belligerent 
right, is paralyzed. They have passed fiom the 
deininion of arms tn that of law. “No violence can 
be ntfered,"* says Grotius; “but you inust proceed 
in a jniicial way." 

The only offence agains! our law which Durfee 
had commilted, was in setting on fnot a hostile ex- 
pedition againsf England with whom we were at 
peace. So farl adınit he was guilty according to 
the suggestion in McLeod’s affidavit. He had made 
hiinselt a principal in the aggression of McKenzie 
and others, for there are no accessaries in misde- 
incanor. The courts were open—why did not Eng- 


land prefer her complaint? Was it competent for | or as far as the fierceness of his assault will permit 


her to allege that our jnstice was foo mild or too 
tardy, and therefore substitute the firebrand and the 
musket? To admit such a right of. interference on 
auy ground or in any way, says Marshall, would be 
a proportional diminution of our own sovereignty, 
of which judicial power makes a pat. “The law 
of nations,” says Rutherforth, ‘is not the only mea- 
sure of what is right or wrong iu the infercourse of 
nations wilh each ofher. Every nation has a right 
to deierinine by positive law, upon what nccasions, 
for what purposes, aud in what numbers, foreigners 
shall be allowed to come within its territories."— 
Ruth. B. 2, ch. 9, sec. 6—Vattel, B. 2, ch. 7, sec. 
94. 
It follows from the authorities cited, that a right 
fo cany on mixed war never extends into the terri- 
tory uf a nation at peace. It can be exercised on 


prescribed (hem to herself? Shall her declaration 
serve to deprive us of power where she is exceed- 
ing her own? And this brings one to inquire whe- 


ther the transaction in question be such as any na-! 


tional right so far examined can sanction. She puts 


herself, as we have seen, on the law ol defence and | 


necessity; and nothing is better defined nor more 
familiar in any system of jurisprudence, than the 
juncture of circumstances which can alone tolerate 
the aetion of that law. 

A force which the defender has a right to resist 
must itself be within striking distance. It must be 
menacing, and apparently able to inflict physical 
injury unless prevented by the resistance which he 
opposes. The rights of self-defence and the de- 
fence of others standing in certain relations to the 
defender, depend on the same ground, at least they 
are limited by the same principle. 1l will be sul- 
ficient, therefore, to inquire of the right so far as it 
is strictly personal. All writers concur in the 
language of Blackstone, (3 Com. 4.) that, to war- 
rant its exertion at all, the defender must be forci- 
bly assanlted. He inay then repel force by force, 
because he cannotsay to what length of rapine or 
cruelty the ontrage may be carried, unless it were 
admissible to oppose one violence with another. 

“But,” he adds, “care must be taken that the re- 
sistance does not exceed the bounds of mere defence 
and prevention, for the defender wnuld then himself 
becoine the aggressor,” ‘The condition upon which 
the right is thus placed, and the limit fo which its 
exercise is confined hy this eminent writer, is 
enough of itself, when compared with MeLeod's 
affidavit, to destroy all color for sayiug the case is 
within that condition. The Caroline was not in 
the act ol making an assault on the Canada shore; 
she was nof in a condition to makeone; she had re- 
turned from her visit to Navy Island, and was 
moored in our own waters for the night. Instead 
of meeting her at the line and repelling lorce by 
force, the prisoner and his assnciates came out un- 
der orders to seek her wherever they could find her, 
and were in fact obliged to sail half the width of 
the Niazara river, after they had entered our terri- 
tory, in order to reach the boat. They were tbe 
assailants; and their attack might have been lezally 
repelled by Durfee even to the destruction of their 
lives. 

The case made by the affidavit isin prinejpal this: 
a man believes that his neighhor is preparing to do 
him personal injury. He gnes halfa mile to his 


house, hreaks the door and kilts him in his bed at | 


midnight. On being arraigned, he cites the law of 
nature; and tells us that he was attacked by his 
neighbor, and slew him upon the principle ol mere 
defence and prevention; or, in the language of the 
plea, for an assault demesne—‘the made an assault 
upon me, and wonld then and there have beat ine, 
had I not immediately defended myself against him; 
wheretore T did then and there defend twnyself as T 
lawtully might for the cause aforesaid; and in doing 
so did necessarily aud unavoidably beat him, doing 
lim on such occasion no unnecessary damage, And 
if any damage happened, it was occasioned by his 
assault and my necessary defence.” 

“To excuse homicide in self defence,” says ano- 
ther English writer, “the act must not be premeditat- 
ed. lle must first retreat as far as he sately can, to 
avoid the violence threatened by the party whom he 
is obliged to kill. ‘Fhe retreat must be with au hn- 
nest intention to escape; and he must flee as far as 


| 


“But we must by no means allow an equal liberty 
lo the members of civil states. For here, if the ad- 
versary be a foreigner, we may resist and repel bim 
any way at the instant when he cames violentiy 
upon us. But we cannot withont the sovereizn's 
command, either assault him only while his mis- 
chief is only in machination, or revenge onrselves 
upon him alter he has performed the injury against 
us." Paf. B.2.ch. 5, 87. The sovereign's com- 
mand must, as we have seen, in order to warrant 
such conduct in his subject, be a denunciation of 
war. 

England then could legally impart no protection 
to her subjects concerned in thc destruction of the 
Caroline, either as a paity to any war, to any act 
of public jurisdiction exercised by way of defence, 
or sending her servants into a territory at peace. 
That her act was one of mere arbitrary usurpation 
! was nof denied on the argument, nor has this, that 

Tam aware, been denied by any one except Eng- 
land herself. I should not, therefore, have examin- 
| ed the nature of the transaction to any considerable 
| extent, had it not been necessary to see whether it 
was of a character belonging to the law of war or 
peace. [ am entirely satisfied. it belongs to the 
latter: thal there is nothing in the case except a 
body of men, without color of authority, bearing 
muskets and doing fhe deed of arson and death; 
that it is tropossible even for diplomatic ingenuity to 
make it a case of legitimate war, or that it cau plau- 
sibly claim to come within any law of war, public, 
private or mixed. Even the British minister is too 
just to call it war; the British government do not 
pretend it was war. j 

The result is that the fitling ont of Ihe expedition 
was an unwarrantable act of jurisdiction exercised 
by the provincial government of Canada over our 
citizens, The movements of the boat had been 
watched by the Canadian authorities frnm the op- 
posite shore. She had been seen to visit Navy Is- 
land the day before. Those authorities being con- 
vinced of her delinquency, sentenced her to be 
burned; an act which all concerned knew would 
seriously endanger the lives of our citizens. The 
sentence was, therefore, equivalent to a judgment 
of death; and a body of soldiers were sent to do the 
office of execntioners. 

Looking at the case independently of British pow- 
er; no one could hesitate in assigning the proper 
character to such a transaction. The partles eon- 
cerned having acted entirely beyond their territori- 
al or magisterial power, are treated by the law as 
individuals proceeding on their owa responsibility. 
if they have burned, it is arson; it a man has been 
killed, it is murder. 

This brings us to the great question in the cause. 
We have seen that a capital offence was committed 
within our territory in time of peace; and the re- 
maining inquiry is whether England has placed the 
offenders above the law and beyond onr jurisdic- 
tion, by ratitying and approving such a crime. It 
is due to her, in the first place to deny that it has 
been so ratified and approved. She has approved 
a public act of legitimate defence only. She cannot 
change the nature of things. She cannot turn that 
into lawful war which was taurderin time of peace. 
She may, iu fhat way, Justify the offender as be- 
tween hima and his own government. She cannot 
bind foreign courts of justice by insisting that what 
|in the eye of the whole world was a deliberate and 
| prepared attack must be protected by the law of - 
self defence. 

In the second place I deny lhat she can, in lime 
! of peace, send her men into our territory, and ren- 
| der them imperious to our laws by embodying thein 
j and putting arms in their hands. She may declare 
| war: if she claim the benefit of peace, as both na- 
| tions have done in this instance, the moment any of 
| her citizens euter our territory, they are as coin- 

pletely obnoxious to punishment by our law, as if 
| they had been born and always resided in this 
| country, 
[ will not, therefore, dispute the construction 


he conveniently can by reason of some impediment, | 
| which counsel put upon the language or the acts ot 
him and then in bis defence, he may kill his adver-| England. To test the law of the transaction, I will 
sary.” ] Russ. on er. 544. | concede that she hati by act of parliament conferred 
Sneh is the law ol mixed war, on nenfral ground. | all the power which can be contended for in behalf 
The books cited are treating of no narrow lechnical | of the Canadian authorities, as far as she could do 
rule peculiar to the common law; but the law of so. That, reciting the danger fror piratical steam- 
uatnre and of nations, the same every where, of such | boats, she had authorised any colonel of her army 
paramount price as no municipal or international | or militia, on, suspecting that a boat lying in our 
law could ever overcoine, and infelligible to every | waters intended illegally to assault the Canada 
living soul. It is easily applied both as between | shore, to send a file of soldiers in the day or night 
individuals in civil society and nations at peace. | time, burn the boat and destroy the lives of the 
Passing the boundaries of strict not funcied necessi- | erew. That such a statute should be executed; 
ty, the remedy lies in suit hy the state or citizen! but that one of the soldiers, failing to make his 
whose rights have been violated, or hy demanding | escape, should be arrested, and plead the act of par- 
the person of the mischievous fugitive who has | liameut. i 
broken tha criminal law of a foreign sovereign. Sneb an act wonld operate well, Cadimul, at Chip- 
Accordingly, Puffendorl, alter considering the pewa, and until the men had reached the thread of 
rights of private war ina state of nature, adds:—] Niagara river. It would be an impenetrable shield 
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till they should cross the line of that country where 
parliament have juisdiction. Beyond I need not 
say it must be considered as waste paper. Evena 
subsequent statute ratifying and approving the ori- 
ginal authority could add nothing to the protection 
proffered by the first. 1t would be but the junc- 
iion of two nullities. So says Mr. Locke [on gov. 
B. 2. ch. 19, sect, 239] of a king even in hig owo 
dominions: “In whatsoever he has no authorily, there 
he is no king, and may be resisted; for wheresoever 
the aulhorily ceases, the king ceases too, and becomes 
hike other men who have no authority." I shall 
not cile books to show that the queen of England 
has no authority in this state in tune of peace. 

I will suppose a stronger case; that England be- 
ing at war with France, should, by statute or by 
order of the queen, authorise her soldiery to enter 
our territory and make war upon sueh French re- 
sideuts as might be plotting any mischief against 
her. Could oue of tier soldiers indicted lor murder 
of a French eitizen plead such a statute or order in 
bar? If he could not as against a stranger and so- 
journer in our land, [ need not inquire whether the 
same measure of protection be due to Durfee our 
fellow eitizen. 

“The laws of no nation," says Mr. Justice Story, 
“cau justly extend beyond its own territories ex- 
cept so far as regards its own citizens. They can 
have no lorce to control the sovereignty or rights 
of any other nalion within its own jurisdiction. It 
would be monstraus to suppose that our revenue of- 
fieers were authorised to enter into foreign ports 
and territories for the purpose of seizing vessels 
which had offended against our laws." The Apol- 
lon, 9 Wheat. Rep. 362, 371. He has examined 
the question at large in his hook on the conflict of 
laws, ch. 2, $17 to 22, p. 19 of 2d ed. The result 
is that no nation is bound to respect the laws or 
executive acts of any loieign government intended 
to eontrol or protect its citizens while temporarily or 
permanently out of his own country, until it first 
declare war. Its citizens are then subject to (he 
laws of war. Till that comes they are absolutely 
bound by the laws of peace. 

While this prevails, a foreign executive declara- 
lion saying—* My subject has offended against your 
criminal laws. 1 avow his act. Punish me; bul 
impute nothing to him,” is a nullity, As well 
might a nation send a company of soldiera to con- 
tract debts here, and forbid them to be sued, saying, 
“the debt was on my account, cischarge my men, 
and charge it over against me." Indeed it was 
urged on the argument that the letter of Mr. Fox 
had taken away the remedy of Wells tne boat 
owner, by an action of trespass against. McLeod 
for burning the boat. This action having, it seems, 
been settled, counsel resorted to it as an illustrative 
case, Another action brought against him for 
shooting a horse on the same occaslon, it was said, 
is also defeated hy the same principle. 

Counsel spoke as if Schlosser liad undergone a 
sack, and its booty had become matter of belligerent 
right in the soldiery. Surely, the imaginations of 
counsel must have been treated. It seems necessary 
to remind them again and again, eveu in affirmauce 
of their own admission, that we are sitting to admi- 
nister the laws of a country which was at peace with 
England when she sent in her soldiery. If they 
mean (hat the approval and demand in Mr. Fox's 
letter should, under the law of peace, have the 
sweeping etfeet which is claimed tor it, they are 
bound to show that the royal mandate improves by 
importation. The queen has no power at home to 
take away or suspeud, for a inomeut, tlie jurisdic- 
tion of her own courts. Nor would a command to 
discharge any man without trial who should be ans- 
pected of having murdered her meanest subject, be 
deemed a venial error. 

It is justly a source of the Briton’s pride that the 
law by which his lite and property are protected 


cannot be suspended even by his monarch; that the | at peace. 


NILES' NATIONAL REGISTER—JULY 24, 1841--THE CASE OF ALEXANDER McLEOD. 


=r = — = = — 


der such sentence, he would be a murderer. Aj|reign and employed. Vattel, B. 3, ch. 10, §181— 
soldier in time of war between us and England | Yet in the case of major Andre, an order to do so 
might be compelled, by an order Irom our govern- | waa, as between the two hostile countries, held to . 
ment, to enter Canada and fight against and kill | be an excess of jurisdiction. n 
her soldiers. These cases are much stronger than any which can 
But should congress pass a statute compelling | be supposed between nations at peace. In time ofa 
hita to do so on any imaginable exigency, or under | war such perfidy is expected. In time of peace, 
any penalty, in time of peace, if he should obey and | every citizen, while within his own territory, has a * 
kill a man, he would be guilty of murder. The mis- | double right to suppose himself secure; the legal in-.1 
take is in supposing that a sovereign can compel a | violability of that territory, and the solemn pledge ; 

man to go into a neighboring country, whether in | of the foreign sovereignty. 7 
peace or war, and do adeed of infamy. This is ex- The distioetion that an act valid as to one may ' 
emplified in the case of spies. A sovereign may |be void as to another is entirely familiar, A man 
solicit and bribe, but he cannot command. A |who orders another to commit a trespass, or ap- 
thousand commands would not save the neck of a | proves of a trespass already committed for his be- 
spy should he be caught inthe camp ol the enemy. | nefit, may be bound to protect his servaat, while it . 
Vattel, B. 7, ch. 10, $179. It isa mistake to sup- | would take nothing from the liability of the servant 
pose that a soldier is bound to do any act contrary |to the party injured. As to him, it could merely 
to the law of nature, at the bidding of his prince.— | have the effect of adding another defendant, who. 
Vattel, B. 1, ch. 4, $53—4, id. B. 3, ch. 2, §15.—| might be made jointly or severally liable with the. 
Grot. B. 2, ch. 26, $2, n. 2 and 3. Puff. B. 8, ch. actual wrong doer. A case in point is mentioned - 
1, $6 and 7. by Vattel, B. 3, ch. 2, $15. If one sovereign order 

But ifhe were, he must endure the evil of living | his recrniling officer to make enlistments in the do- 
under a sovereigo, who will issue such commands. | minion of another in time of peace between them, ' 
It does not follow that neighboring eountries ust | the officer shall be hanged, notwithstanding the or. - 
submit to be infested with incendiaries and assas- | der, aud war may also he declared against the of- * 
sins because men are obnoxious to punishment in |fending sovereign. Vid. a like instance id. B. 1, 
their own country, for being desirous to go through | ch. 6, $75. 
life with bloodless hands and a quiet conseience.— | What if the utmost legal effect of a foreign sove- 
The Parisians thought themselves bound to obey | reign, approving of the crime his subject committed 

Charles IX, when he ordered them to massacre the jin a neighboring territory? The approval as we 
Huguenots. Suppose they had obeyed a similar | have already in part seen, can take nothing irom 
order to massacre the Huguenots in England, would | the criminality of the principal ofender. Whatever 
such an order have been deemed a valid plea on| obligation his nation may be under to save him 
one of them being arrainged in the queen’s bench? | harmless, this can be absolutely done only on the 
It might have been pleaded to an accusation of) condition that he confine himselt within her territo- 
murder in France—it would have been good as be- |ry — Vattel, B. 2, ch. 6 O74. Then, by relusing to 
tween the criminal and his own sovereign; but | make satisfaction, to furnish or to deliver him up, 
hardly, I suspect, lave been deemed so by queen | on demand from the injured country, or by approv- ; 
Elizabetl's judges. The simple reason would have | ing the offence, the nation, says Vattel, becomes an 
| been that Charles IX, had no jurisdiction in Eng- | accowplice—id. $76. 

land. Blackstone says, an accomplice or abetter [4 

He might have threatened the government and | Com. 68] —and Rutherforth, still more nearly in the 
declared war, if such a metitorious servant, a de- | language of the English law, an accessary after the 
fender of the church should not be liberated by the|fact—B. 2, ch. 2, $12. No book supposes that 
judges. But there is no legal principle on which | such an act merges the original offeuce, or renders 
the decrees of foreign courts or the legislation of | it imputable to the nation alone. The only excep- 
| foreign parliaments could have ousted the judges of | tion lies in the case of a crime cominitted by an 
|jurisdiction. Charles might have ordered his mi- Jambassador—not because he is guiltless, but hy 
nister to eall the massacre a public act, planned and | reason of the necessity that he shouid be privileged, 
executed by himself, he having authority to defend | and the extra-territorial character which the law of 
and protect his establisbed church; and demanded | nations has, therefore, attached to his person. 

a release of the man. All this would have added| Hence, say the books, he can be proceeded against 
| n0 force to the plea. Neither Elizabeth herself, nor , no otherwise than by a complaint to his own nation, 
(any ol the ‘Tudors, arbitrary as the government of | which will make itself a party in his crime, if it re- 
England was, would have had power directly to | fuse either to punish him by tts authority or deliver 
take away the jurisdiction of the judges. Coke, | him up tobe punished by an offended nation. Ruth. 
with a law book in his had, could lave baflled the | B. 2, ch. 9, 520. Independently of this exception, 
sceptre within its own territorial jurisdiction. therefore, Rutherforth insists, wilh entire accuracy, 

It should, in justice, be remarked, that one, the | that as far as we concur in what another man does, 
governor ol Bayonne, and many of his companions | so far the act is our own; and the effects of it are 
in arms, refused to co-operate in the massacre at | chargeable upon us as well as upon him.” Ruth. B. 
home, and were never punished for disobedience. | 1, ch. 17, $6. 

He replied to the king, that he had sounded his| A nation is but a moral entity; and in the nature 
fee and found many brave soldiers among | of things can no more wipe out the nifence ot ano- 


them, but not a single executioner. Suppose ajther by adopting it, than could a natural person. 
prince should command a soldier to commit adulte- | And the learned writer just cited accordingly treats 
ry, incest, or perjury; the prince goes beyond lis) both cases as standing on the same principle. B. 
constitutional power, and has no more right to ex- |2 cb. 9, $12. «Nothing is more usual,” says Puf- 
pect obedience than a corporal who should summa- | fendorf, *«than that every particular aecomplice in a 
rily issue his warrant lor the execution of a soldier. | crime be made to suffer all that the law inflicts.” 
Vid. Burl. L. of nature, vol. 1. pt. 2, ch. 11, $8. | B. 3, ch. 1, $9. Vattel says of such a case, B. 
Every political anc civil power has its legal li- |2, ch. 6, §75—if the offended state has the of. 
mits. The autocrat imay indeed take the lives of | fender in her power she may without seruple pu- 
bis own subjects, for disobeying the most arbitrary | nishhim. 
comtoands; but even his behests cannot impart pro- | Again, if he have escaped and returned to bis 
teclion to the merest slave as against a foreign go- lown country, she may apply for justice to his so- 
vernment. Public war itsell bas its jurisdictional; vereign, who ought, under some circumstances, to 
limits. Even that, in its pursuit after a flying ene- | deliver him up—id. $76. Again, he says, “she may 
tay, is we have seen, arrested by the line of a country | take satisfaction for the offence herselt when she 
Beside the limit which territory thus | meets with the delinquent in her own territories." 


sword of justice is holden by ber owh independent | imposes, there are also, even in general war, other | B. 4, ch. 4, $52. 1 before cited two instances in 


ministers, as a deleuce for those who do well; but 
constantly threatening, and ready to descend upon 
the violator of property or personal safety, as the 
instrument of a municipal law which knows not ot 
any distinction between tlie throne and the cottage; 
alaw constantly struggling, in theory at least, to 
attain a perfection that shall bring all on earth to do 
it reverence; the greatest as fearing its power, and 
the least as not unworthy of its care. That case ts 
our own. 

Much was said on the argument about the ex- 
treime hardship of treating soldiers as criminals, 
who, it was insisted, are obliged to obey their so- 
vereigo. The rule isthe same in respect to tlie 
soldier as 1t is with regard to any other agent who 
is bound to obey the process or comioand of bis su- 
peror. A shenilis obliged to execute a inan who 
is regularly sentenced to capital execution in this 
slate. But should he execute a man in Cauada un- 


jurisdictional restiaiuts as there are in courts of | which positive orders by liis sovereign to commit a 
justice. crime are distinctly beld to render both the nation 
An order emanating from one of the hostile sove- | and its subjects obuoxions to punishment. Vattel 
reigns will not justity to the other, every kind ofj B. 3, ch. 2, $15, id B. 1, ch. 6, $975, vid. also 1 
perfidy. ‘The case of spies has beeu already men- | Burl. pt. 2, ch. 11, $10. 
tioned. An emissary sent into a camp with orders} Was it ever suggested by any one before the case 
to corrupt the adverse general, or bribe the soldiery, | of MeLeo arose, that the approval by a monarch 
would stand justified to his immediate sovereign. |should oust civil jurisdiction or even so much aa 
Vattel, B. 3, ch. 10, $080; though even he could not | mitigate the criminal offence?—nay, that the coali- 
legally putush a refusal. tu respect to the enemy, | tion of great power with great crime does not ren- 
orders would be an obvious excess ol jurisdiction. |der it more dangerous, and therefore more worthy 
The emissaries sent by sir Henry Clinton, in | of punishment under every law by which the per- 
1751, to seduce the soldiers of the Pennsylvania petrators can be reached! 
line, lalling into the hands of the Americans, were} Could approbation and avowal have saved the un- 
condemned and immediately executed. 4 Marsh. | happy Mary Queen of Scots, where would have 
Life of Wash. 366, Ist edit. Entering. the adverse | been the civil jurisdiction of Elizabeth's commu- 
camp to receive the treacherous proposition of the|sioners? The very charge of an attempt by Mary 
general is an offence much more venial. It is even | to dethrone and assassinate the British queen im- 
called lawful in every sense as between the sove- | plied the approbation and active concurrence of one 
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ciowned head at least. Could the eriminal have 
been saved by any such consideration, the enter- 
prise might truly have been avowed as one which 
had been planned by the leading government of Ca- 
tholic Europe. 

The pope, then, having at least some pretensions 
to jurisdiction even in Englaud, had openly approv- 
ed it under bis seal. The Spanish ambassador at 
Pans wasa party relied upon to follow up the 
event with an invasion. Would James, the son of 
the accused, have liesitated to join in the avowal 
could tie have thus been instrumental in saving the 
lite of his mother? Yet the piineiple was not 
thought of in the whole course of that extraordina- 
ry atlair. 

Mary openly avowed her general treason asa 
ineasure of defence and protection to herself, though 
she denied all paiticipation iu. tbe plot to assassi- 
nate Elizabeth. Yet the only ground faken was, 
the techuical oue (not the less valid because tech- 
nical) that the accused was personally privileged 
as a monarch, and could not be tried under the En- 
glish law, which required a jury composed of her 
peers. It was added that she came into the kiog- 
doio under the Jaw of nations, and had enjoyed no 
protectioo from the English law, having been con- 
tinnally kept as a prisoner. Vid. the case stated and 
examiued in the right of international law, 2 Ward's 
L. of nations, 564. 

No one pretended that her approbation, or that 
of athonsand monarchs could have reflected any 
degree of exemption from judicial cognizance, apon 
the alien servants in her employment. Such a prin- 
ciple would have filled Euglaud with an army, in 
tune of peace, disguised as Jusuits; tor the bigotry 
of mouarchs would at that day, have led them to 
avow any systera of pernicious espoinage which 
could have served the purposes of the pope hy exe- 
pune his bull of excommunication against Eliza- 

eth. 

Canada again being disturbed, and our citizens 
aiding the revolt by boats, provisions or money, the 
purposes of England would certainly require such 
conduct to be put down at all events. Adopt the 
principle that she may by avowal, protect her sol- 
diery who steal npon our citizens at midnight, from 
all punishment at the common law; and before you 
get even a remonstrance from Washington, your 
whole frontier might be made a tabula raza. No— 
Before England can lawtully send a single soldier 
for hostile purposes, she must assume the responsi- 
hility of public war. 

Her own interests demanding the application of 
the rule, she perfectly understands its force. What 
regard have herconrts ever paid to the voice of pub- 
lic autliority on this side the line, when it sought 
to cover even territory to which the United States 
denies her title? The mere act of taking a census 
inthe disputed territory under the authority ot 
Maine, was severely punished by the English mu- 
nicipal magistrates. Had a posse of constables or a 
company of mililary bearing muskets been sent toaid 
the censor, in what book or m what usage could she 
have found that this would divest her courts of ju- 
risdiction, and put the cabinet of St. James to a re- 
medy by remonstrance of war? Had the posse been 
arrested by her sheriff, and in mere defence had 
kled him, and this nation had, after some two or 
three years avowed the act, would she have thought 
of conceding that in the meantime, all power of her 
courts over the homicides bad been supeuded, oc 
finally withdrawn? 

Butit is said of the case at bar, here is more 
than a mere approval by the adverse government; 
that an explanation has been demanded by the se- 
cretary ol state, aud the British ambassador has in- 
sisted on MeLeod's release. and counsel claim for 
the joint diplomacy ot the United States and Eng- 
land some such effect upon the power of this court 
as a certiorari from us would have upon tbe county 
court of general sessions. It was spoken of as in- 
compatible with a judicial. proceeding against Me- 
Leod in this state; as a suit actually pending be- 
tween the two nations, where in the action of the 
general government comes in collision with and su- 
persedes our own. 

To such an objection Ihe answer is quite obvious. 
Diplomacy is not a judicial, but executive function; 
and the ohjection would come with the satoe force 
whether it were urged against proceeding in a const 
of this state or the United States. Whether an ac- 
tual exertion of the treaty making power, by the 
president and senate, or any power delegated to 
congress by the federal constitution, could work 
the consequences contended for, we are not called 
upou to inquire; whether the executive of the na- 
üon-—supposing the case to belong to the national 
court—or the executive of this slate, might not 
paidon the prisoner, or direct a nolle proseqni to be 
entered, are considerations with which we have no- 
thing to do. 


The executive power is a constitutional depart- 
ment in this, as in every well organized government, 
entirely distinct from ihe judicial. And that would 
be so, were ihe national government blotted out, and 
the state of New York left to take its place as an in- 
dependent nation. 

Not only are our constitutions entirely explicit 
in leaving the trial of crimes exclusively in the 
hands ot the judiciary; but neither in the nature of 
things, nor in sound policy, can it be confided to 
the execulive power. That can never act upon the 
individnal offender; but only by requisition on the 
foreign government; and in the instance before us, 
it has no power even to inquire whether it be true 
that McLeod has personally violated the criminal 
jaws of this stale. It has charge of the question 
in ifs national aspect only. It must rely on acci- 
dental information, and may place the whole ques- 
lion on diplomatic considerations. These may be 
entirely wide either of the fact or the law, as it 
stands between this state and the accused. The 
whole may turn on questions of national honor, na- 


tional strength, the comparative value ol national , 


intercourse, or even a point of etiquette. 

Upon the principle conteuded lor, every accusa- 
tion which bas been drawn in question by the exe- 
cutive power of two nations, can be adjusted by 
negotiation or war only. The individual accused 
must go free, no matter to what extent bis case 
may bave been misapprehended by either power. 
No matter bow crimiual be may have been, if his 
country, though acting on false representations of 
the case, may have been Jed to approve of the 
transaction and negotiate concerning if, the demands 
of criminal justice are at an end. 

Under circumstances the executive power might, 
in the exercise of ifs discretion, be houud to disre- 
gard a venial offence as no breach of treaty, which 
the judiciary would be obliged to punish asa breach 
of international law. Suppose some of nurcitizens 
to attack the British power in Canada, and the 
queen’s soldiers to follow the heat of repelling thein 
by crossing the line and arresting the offeuders, do- 
ing no damage to any one not actually engaged in 
the conflict. 
in law ior hostile purposes, the arrest on this side 
would be a technical false imprisonment, for which 
we should be bound to convict the soldiers, if ar- 
rested here; while the executive power might over- 
look lhe intrusion as an accidental and innocent 
violation of national territory. Vattel, B. 4, ch. 
4, $43. 

I forbear now to notice parlicularly some of the le- 
gal passages and cases which were referred to by the 
prisouer's counsel in the course of his aiguinent; 
not for the reason that I have omitted to examine 
them, bul because I consider them inapplieahle un- 
der the views | have felt it my duty to take of the 
prisoner's case. 


uatious as to wliat is publie war and the protection 


: ; - : Bl 
due to soldiers while engaged in the prosecution of 


such a war by their sovereign against a public ene- 
my; seconily, the general obligations ot obedience 
as between him and his sovereign, whether in peace 
or war; and thirdly, cases lroin our own books re- 
lative to the conflicting powers of the general anil 
state governments. The case of Elphinstone v. 
Bedreechund, t Knapp's rep. 316, related to the 
breach ofan actual oulitary capitulation entered into 
during an acknowledge public war between Eng- 
land and one of the petty sovereignties of India. 

In considering the question of jurisdiction, | have 
also forborne to notice that branch of the affidavit 
which sets up an alibi. MrLeod's counsel very 
properly omited to insist on it as at all strengthen- 
ing the claim of privilege. 
clause was putin merely by way of protestando, 1f 
it was inserted with the intention of having it taken 
as true npon this motion, that alone would destroy 
all pretence for any objectinn to our jurisdiction. 
His surrender was demanded upon the hypothesis 
that he was acting under public anthority. If, in 
truth, he was not, or was not acling at all, he en- 
joys, according to bis own concession, no greater 
privilege than any other man. The essential cir- 
cnmstance relied on as going to the question of ju- 
risdietion, turns out to be fictitious; and the argu- 
ment must be that we have no power to try the 
question of alibi. 
ground of defence he will be heard by counsel on 
his trial. 

It is proper to add, that if the matters urged in ar- 
gument could have any legal etlect in favor of the 
prisoner, I should [eel entuely clear that they would 
be of a nature available before the jury ouly. And 
that according to the settled rules of proceeding on 
habeas corpus, we should have no power ever ta 
consider them as a ground for discharging the pri- 
soner. [tonk occasion to show in the outset thal in 
no view cau tlie evidence for lhe prosecution of the 


The line being absolutely impassable | 


They were principally of three | 
classes: First, passages froin books on the law of | 


Indeed, he said the | 


On that and every other lawful | 


| defence be here examined independently of the ques- 
tion of jurisdiction, and I entertain no doubt that 
Whenever an indictment for murder committed 
wilbin our territory is found, and the accused is ar- 
rested, these circumstances give complete jurisdic- 
tion. 

I know it is said by the English books, that even 
ina case of mixed war, viz: a hostile invasion of 
England by private persons, the common law courts 
| have not jurisdiction, It was so held in Perkin War- 
beck's case. He was punished with death by sen- 
tence of the constable and marsbal, who it is said in 
Calvin's case, 7 Co. Rep. Tt-12 had exclusive juris- 


diction. Dy. 145, a. S. P. 1 Curw. Hawk. cli. 2. 
$t. p. 9... But that rests on a distribution of judicial 


power entirely unknown to this state or this na- 
tion. The court of the constable and the marshal 
seems to have had an ancient right not very well de- 
fined by the common law, of trying all military of- 
fences, as appears by the Stat. R. 2. ch, 2, (vid. 2 
Pick. St. at Large, p. 310), which was passed to 
settle conflicting claims between that and the ordi- 
nary courts, vid. also 3 Inst. 48. The whole is ob- 
viously inapplicable to this country, and is pretty 
much obsolete in England. It never can have been 
held in England or any other country, that where a 
common law court is proceeding on indictment for 
a common law offence against one arrested and 
brought before it, a mere suggestion by affidavit, 
that the offence imputed pertains to deeds of arms, 
either in a public or mixed war, shall take away 
power to try, whether the prisoner be guilty or not 
of the charge contained in the indictment, 

All homicide is presuined to be malicions, and, 
therefore, murder until the contrary appear upon evi- 
dence. “The matter of fact," says Foster, “viz: 
whether the facts alleged, by way of justification, 
excuse or alleviation, are true, is the proper and only 
province of the jury." Lawful defence by an indivi- 
dual, (still recognise, it seems, by the law of nature 
under the name of private war, Grot. B. t. ch. 3, 
$2),is one instance, Foster 273. That he acted 
lu right of a nation, or under public authority, is no 
more than matter of justification. It is hike the 
case mentioned in Foster 265; the public execution 
of malefactors; and the jury must judge whether the 
authority may not have been exceeded, But more, 
when either publie or inixed war is alleged in miti- 
gation, either allegation may be fictitious; and it 
shall be put to the jury, on the proper evidence, 
whether it existed or not. The reason is plain, says 
lord Hale; for the war may be begun by the foreign 
prince only, where it is public; and lie supposes it 
still plainer where the war is between the king anl 
an invading alien being the subjecl of a nation with 
whom the king is at peace. 1 Hal. p. 6, 163. The 
same writer puts the case of plunder or robbery by 
an enemy, fempus belli, which would not in general 
be burglary. Yet he admits it night be otherwise 
if the act were not done iu the regular prosecution 
of the war, id. 565. 

Suppose a prisoner of war to escape and that on 
his way home, and before he crosses the line, he 
should set fire to a farm house in the night and kill 
the intnates—is there a doubt that he might proper- 
ly be convicted either of arson or murder? When a 
grand jury have charged that a man bas committed 
murder in this state, I can imagine no case, whethee 
the charge relate to the time of oj en public war or 
peace, in which be can claim exemption ftom tral. 
If he show that he was in truth acting asa soldier 
in time of public war, the jury would acquit him. 
The judge will direct them to obey the law of na- 
| tions, whieh is undoubtedly a part of the common 
;law. So if the accused were acting in defence 
against an individual invader of his country, But 
above all things it is important in the latter case tor 
| the jury to inquire whether liis allegation of defence 
| be not false or eolorable. 
| They cannot allow as an act of defence the wilful 
| pursuing even such an enemy, though dictated by 
| suvereign authority, into a country at peace with the 
| sovereign of the accused, seeking out that enemy 
[auc taking his life. Such a deed car be nothing but 

an act nf vengeance, Ìt cau be nothing but a viola- 
tion of territory, a violation of municipal law, the 
faith of treaties and the law of nations. The govern- 
iment of the accused) may approve, diplomacy may 
gloze, but a jury can only inquire whether he was a 
party to the deed, or to any act of illegal violence 
which be knew would probably endanger bunan 
| tile. If satisfied that he was uot, as [sincerely hope 
| tbey may be, upon the evidence in the case before 
| us, they will then have the pleasant duty to perform 
of prononneing him not guilty. But whatever may 
be their conclusion, we teel the utmost confidence 
that the prisoner, though a foreigner, wil! have no 
just cause to complain that he has suffered wrong at 
the hauds of an American jury. 

At our hands the prisoner had a right to require 
au answer upon the facts presented by his papers, 
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whether in law he ean properly be holden to a trial. | the resolution of the senator from Pennsylvania 
We have had no choice but to exaine and pronounce | (Mr. Buchanan) was first introduced, was that the 
upon tlie legal character of those facts, in order to Information, when given, be had no doubt would he 


satisfy oniselves of the hearing they might have on | 
the novel and important question submitted. ‘That 
exainiualion has led to the conclusion that we have 
no power to discharge the prisoner. ae 
He must, therefore, be remanded, to take his trial 
in the ordinary forms of law. | 


| 
TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. 

July 15. Mr. Wright presented thé proceedings 
ol a meeting of the citizens of New York, held in 
the Park, containing certain resolutions passed in 
relation to American citizens held in captivity in 
Yan Dieinand's Land. The interference of govern- | 
ment is solicited in their beball. Mr. W. moved 
that the docuinent be faid on ibe table and printed; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. Tallmadge presented a memorial of citizens 
of New York erly, and one of citizens of Richland, 
Oswego county, New York, for a bankrupt law; 
which were laid on the table. 

The resolution of Mr. Buchanan was taken up, 
calling ou the president for a list of removals of pub- 
lic officers since 4th. March, 1841, with the amend- 
ment offered. by Mr. Mingun, calling, also, for a 
list of removals and appointments from 4th Maich, 
1829, to 4th March, 1841, 

Tihe amendment was adopted; and Mr. Benton 
intmating a desire to speak on the subject, at his 
request tlie resolution was laid over, 

Mr. Cloy, of Kentucky, said he would be very 
glad of senators would consent generally aud una- 
nimously to take up the loan bill from the house, as 
the necessities of the treasury were such as to re- 
quire speedy action ou this subject. 

Mr. Calhoun hoped that the senator from Ken- 
tucky would not press this. They had been en- 
gaged for some time on another subject, and be hop- 
ed to dispose ol it before this was taken up. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. Clay, 
Calhoun, King, Benton aud Linn, a motion was 
made to go into execution business. On this a de- 
bate arose as to a point of order under the new rnle, 
which occupied some ten or fifteen minutes, Messrs. 
Calhoun, Clay, King and Allen participaling. 

The chair decided the motion to go into execu- 
tive business to be in order. 

Mr. Calhoun took an appeal from tlie decision, 
but withdrew 1t at the suggestion of friends behind 
hia. 

Mr. Culhoun asked where was the necessity of 
going iutu executive business then? Could they 
not goon wilh the business before the senate for 
some (wo or three hours, and go into executive ses- 
sion at the close of the day? 

Mai. Berrien did not think it a proper subject to 
discuss. Ile did not feel timsell at liberty to state 
reasons, 

Mr. Calhoun would ask if the reasons were very | 
urgent? 

M. Berrien could only say such was liis impres- 
sion. 

The senate then went into excentive session; 
and, alter remaining therein lora considerable tine, | 
adjourned. " ; p 

July t6. Memorials fiom citizens of New York 
and the slate of Maine were presented in favor of a 
bankrupt law. 1 

Also, resolutions remonstrating against the ex- 
tension ol the port ot New Orleans, ' 

The resolution relative te removals fiom office | 
was laid over, at the request of Mr. Benton, ull to- | 
murlow. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Woodbury some | 
time suce, calling on the treasury departmeut for 
information in relation to advances male to dishurs- 
ing officers, &c. since 3d n1 Mareh last, was taken 
up, and after being so amended by Mr. Erans as lo | 
require it to be stated on what autliozity they were | 
imade, the resolution was adopted. 

Lhe resolution submitted by Mr. Benton soine | 
days since, ealling on the president for the reasons 
for the removal of certain officers, and specifying | 
thase otkeers by name, was taken up. 

Mr. Benton said the resolution had been submitted 
in consequence of aremark made by the senator 
from North Carolina, (Mr. Manguin y, that if tbe in- 
formation was asked tor, it would be given. He! 
(Mr. B ) did not hold that the president was bound 
to answerit, ft was submitted solely on the ground | 

| 
| 


ol what had fallen from the senator hom North Ca- 
rolina. 

Mr. Mongum was glad of an opportunity of cor- 
reching an error. into which the senator from Mis- 
soun tad no doubt unintentionally fallen. 


When Mr. Clay said he mnst call the yeas and nays. 


such as would enable the administrallon to stand 
justified before the country. 

Mr. Benton said the answer was conclusive; he 
should not press the resolution. 

Mr. Clay asked the indnlgenee of the senate to 
take up the loan bill. He felt persuaded that gen- 
lemen on the other side had no disposition to throw 
impediments or embarrassments in the way of the 
treasury; and, after what he bad stated yesterday 
in relation to its condition, he felt convineed they 
would see the necessity of somé prompt action on 
the bill. 

The necessity of immediate aetion on the bill was 
further urged by Messrs. Cloy and Huntington, and 
opposed by Messrs. Calhoun, Allen and right; 


The debate was continued by Messrs. King, Clay, 
Calhoun, Benton, Walker, Allen, Bates, Woodbury 
and others. The bill was taken up, the demand for 
the yeas and nays being waived. 

Mr. Wright then moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting the following proviso: 

“That nothing in the aet contained shall be con- 
strued to authorise any furtber or greater amount of 
loans than shall appear to the president of the Unit- 
ed States fo be necessary to defray the current ex- 
penses of the government, and to redeem, as they 
shall beeome redeemable, the treasury notes which 
have been issued, and are to be issued, under the 
authority of existing laws, alter the application of 
the money in the treasury, and all the accruing re- 
venue from lands, and all other sources, to this ob- 
jeet. Nor shall any partion of such money or reve- 
nue, or avails of any loan to be made under the au- 
{thority granted in this act, be applied to the redemp- 
tion of treasury notes outstanding, and not due and 
payable aceording to the terms of such notes; nor 
any portion of accruing revenue, frora whatever 
sourees derived, be applied to any other purpose 
than the payment of the current expenses of the 
government, or the payment of the outstanding trea- 
sury notes due and payable, when the consequences 
of other appropriations might be an increase of pub- 
lic debt to be contracted under this act." 

Mr. Clay then moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out the following clause: 

“Nor shall any portion ot such money or revenue, 
or avails of any loan to be made under the authority 
granted in this act, be applied to the redemption of 
ireasury notes outstanding and not due and payable 
aecording to the terins ol such notes.” 

On this motion along and animated debate arose, 
in which Messrs. Cloy, Calhoun, Wright, Benton, 
Buchanan and others participated. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the 
amendment, and carried, as follows: 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentueky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
sum, Merriek, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Simmons, Smith, ol Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
inadge, White, Wovdbridge—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith, of Cou- 
necticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—21. 

On the question of the adoption of the amend- 
ment, as modified, a very spirited debate again | 
arose, in whieh Messrs. Smith, of Indiana, Clay, 
Sevier, Preslon, king, Linn, Allen and others parti- 
cipated. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays, | 
and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messre Allen, Benton. Buchanan, 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cutbbert, Fulton, Henderson, 
Kang, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Sevier, Smith, of Conn. Surgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Willianis, Woodbury, Wright, Young—23. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Areher, Burruw, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of I&v. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, | 
Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, More- 
bead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, 
Simuth, of lada. Southard, Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
hridge—26. 

So the amendinent was lost, 

On motion ot Mr. Preston, the senate then ad- 
journed. 

July 17. Mr. Calhoun presented certain resolu- 
lions passed at a puhlie meeting in Buckingham 
county, Virginia, which were read, and alter some | 
remarks fiom Messrs, Calhoun and Clay, o1 Ky. 
was laid on the table, 

The loan bill came up as the unfinished business 
of yesterday. 

Mr. Allen inoved to amend the first section of the 
hill to the effect that after having paid the publie 
expenses the money. obtained. by the loan was to 
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What | be used tor the defences of the country aud lor no 


at some length, contending that the object ol the 
loan was to enable the administration fo dispense 
with the revenue arising froin the land to aid Bri- 
tish bankers and stoek- jobbers. 

Mr. Calhoun would go as far as any man in the 
system of naval defenee, but then the expenditure 
must be properly administered, and under wise and 
appropriate heads. The system of warfare had 
changed, and it would reqnire that we should keep 
pace with the iinprovements. 

Mr. Walker said il the amendment prevailed lie 
should regard it as a pledge that the money would 
be so applied, and then he would vote for the whole 
bill. 

The amendment was further debated by Messrs. 
Calhoun, Huntington and others. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the amendment and decided in the negative, as fol- 
lows: yeas 19, nays 24. 

Mr. Woodbury then moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the words “twelve millions,” and in- 
serting “six millions," so that the government 
should not be empowered to borrow on its credit a 
sum exceeding that ainonnt. 

Mr. W. sustained this amendment on the gronnd 
that no more money was actually wanted for thé 
nses of the treasury; that even the six millions 
wonld allow of a large surplus for coutingencies. 

Mr. Evans replied at length, inaintaining that in 
the present state of the treasury, the revenue de- 
chning almost daily, every dollar of that money 
would be wanted. 

‘The debate was further keptup by Messrs. Cal- 
houn, Woodbury, Evans and Young. 

When the question on the adoption of the amend- 
ment was taken and decided in the negative, as 
follows: yeas 21, nays 26. 

Mr. King then moved to strike out “twelve mil- 
lious” and insert “nine” contending tbat the money 
was not wanted, and, therefore, should not be bor- 
rowed for the mere purpose of borrowing. On the 
question he asked the yeas and nays, and the ques- 
ton being taken, it was decided in the negative, as 
follows: yeas 22, nays 26. 

Mr. Benton then moved to amend the bill by 
adding to the Ist section: 

“And that the sum of two millions of dollars, 
part and parcel of the aforesaid loan, be intended 
for a reserve fund to remain in the treasury to meet 
contingencies, and shall not be borrowed except 
during the recess of congress it shall become neces- 
sary to borrow the same or some part thereof to 
meet the appropriations made by congress, and for 
whieh money on band and aceruing may be deem- 
ed insufficient.” 

Mr. B. gave his reasons for offering the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. Clay replied with earnestness, contending 
that it had been shown, demonstrably shown, that 
not only would every dollar be wanted, but that 
more toight be required, 

The question on the adoption of the amendment 
was then taken and decided in the negative, as 
follows: yeas 20, nays 27. 

Mr. Benton then moved to amend the bill so as 
to divest the secretary of the power over the dis- 
tribution of the money, and place it in congress. 
Au amendment, he said, which onght to find favor 
on the other side. 

On the adoption of this amendment the vote 
stood, yeas 21, nays 27, 

Mr Sevicr then moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting the following: 

“And be it further enacted, That it shall not be 
lawlul tor the secretary of the treasury to reissue 
any treasury notes that may hereatter be redeem- 
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This amendment was opposed by Mr. Hunting- 
lon aud advocated by Messrs. Sevier and Allen. 

The question being taken on this amendment, 
the vote stood: yeas 21, nays 27. 

Mr. Calhoun wanted lo offer another amendment 
to strike out all after the enacting elause, so as to 
allow of the issue ot treasury notes, and then to of- 
fer his views. Owing to the lateness of the hour 
and the long and exhausting session they had already 
passed (hrongh, he would move to adjourn. 

Mr, Clay spoke of the necessity ol prompt action 
on the bill aid hoped the senate would not adjourn. 
The bill had been already discussed at great length, 
but if the senator from South Carolina had any thing 
further to otfer, be (Mr. C.) would listen to him 
with great pleasure, 

Mr. Colhoun would like to defer it until Monday, 
with the understanding that the question should be 
taken immediately alter his reinaiks; but he would 
make no motion, 

Mr. Allen moved an adjoninment. 

Mr, Clay called lor the yeas and nays. 

The question on adjournment stood: yeas 21, 


he (Mr. M.) did say, on another occasion, when |olhe purpose, On this amendment Mr. Allen spoke | nays 25, 
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Mr. Hight then moved to renew the amendment 
of Mr. Sevier; and this motion was debated by 
Messrs. Buchanan, Evans, King, Berrien, Clay and 
others, 

Mr. Hright then, by general conseut, modified 
the amendment so as to read: 

And be it further eaacted, That it shall not he law- 
ful lor the secretary of the treasury, after the pas- 
sage of this act, to reissue any treasury note receiv- 
ed at the treasury in paytoent of any public dues, 
nor to reissue auy such treasury note paid or re- 
deemed by him in any olher manner, nor to issue 
any other notes in the place of those so paid and re- 
ceived. 

The queslion was taken on the adoption of the 
amendment, and decided as follows: yeas 19, nays 
25. 

The bill was then reported as ainended; and on 
the question “shall the bill be read a thid time?" 
there were alternate eries of Monday, Monday— 
now, now." 

Here there was a motion made to adjourn, but it 
failed—2n for and 24 against it. 

Mr. Calhoun expressed an earnest wish to have 
the question put off, that he might have an oppor- 
tunity to offer his views. 

And the question being taken, the senate then 
adjourned, 

July 19. The chair communicated to the senate 
a report from the treasmy department, in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the I7tb inst. enclosing 
a statement of the accounts of disbursing officers 
and agents. 

Also a message from the president of the United 
States in relation to the expiration of the neutrality 
act, and recommending a renewal of the saine. 

The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and appropriately referred: 

From the board of trade of New York, in favor of 
the establishment of a national bank; froin citizens 
of New York; from citizens of Berks conuty, Pa. 
and the proceedings of a public meeting at Syra- 
ense, New York, all in favor of a bankrupt law. 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting in the Park, 
New York, adverse to a national bank and tlie lead- 
ing measures of the present sessioa. 

Fiom citizens of R. Island, in favor of a bank- 
rupt law. 

From eitizens of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, in fa- 
vor of a national bank. 

Also, from 104 citizens of New Yoik, in favor of 
à bankrnpt law. 

From citizens of Michigan, in favor of a bank- 
rupt law. ` 

Mr. Buchanan would be glad to know what had 
become of the resolution he had subioitted some 
days since calling for the names of persons remov- 
ed since the 4th of Mareh—the list, he apprehend- 
ed, had been learfully swelled since its fist intro- 
duction. 

Mr. Benton had a few remarks to make, and 
would be glad the resolution should be printed aud 
lie over until to-morrow. 

Mr. Buchanan signified his assent; but that it 
should not go beyond that period. 

The loan bill was then taken up, the question 
being on its passage. 

Mr. Calhoun rose and gave his reasons at length 
for voting against the bill. 

Mr, ANicholson followed for some time agaiust the 
bill. 

Mr. Woodbury also opposed the bill. 

Mr. Clay, ol Ky. advocated the bill, and replied 
principally to Mr. IWoodbury. 

Mr. Benton lollowed at considerable length in 
opposition to the principles of the bill. 


The question was then taken o1 the third reading 
of the bill, and decided inthe affirinative, as Jollows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Clay. of. Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Morehead, 
Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, Simth, ot Indiana, 
Southard, Tallinadge, White, Woodbridge—v3. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Bochanen, Cal- 
haon, Clay, ot Alabama, Cuthbert, Fultoo, King, Linn, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Connee- 
ticut, Stargeon, Tappan, Walker, Woodbury, Wiight, 
Young—20, 

The senate then proceeded to take np the fiscal 
bank bill; but, on inotion of Mr. Mangum, the se- 
nate adjourned. l 

July 20. The following memorials and petitions 
were presented and laid on the tabte: 

From citizens of Michican for tbe establishment 
of a national bank. 

From citizens of New York, from St. John's, N. 
York, also, from citizens of Reading, Penn. in favor 
of a bankrupt law. 

Mr. McRoberts roze to state that he was absent 
when the vole was taken on the loan hill, but bad 
he been present he should have voted against it. 


The resolution subinitted by Mr. Buchanan, some 
days since, calling for the names of persons reinov- 
ed since the 4th Mareh, 154t, and amended hy Mr. 
Mangum so as to include removals since the -tth 


' March, 1829, to the 4th March, 1841, being under 


eonsideration — 

Mr. Benton rose and spoke some time beyond the 
morning hour, against the principle of the removal 
of government officers, and insisted that political 


otfences were undefinable, and coald not be bronght | up 


within the rule prescribed by the late letter of the 
secretary of state, as directed to the officers of the 
governinent, 

Mr. Linn asked the yeas and nays on the adop- 
tion of the resolution, but afterwards withdrew tbe 
call. 

The qnestion was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolulion and carried. 

Mr. Huntington, trom the committee on com- 
merce, reported the lionse bill for the exteasion af 
the port of New Osleans, without amendment, and 
recommen:led thal it be laid on the table. 

The bill, trou the house, making appropriations 
for fortificalions and the suppression of Indian hos- 
tilities, was twice read and referred to the commit- 
tee on military affairs. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill to incorporate the snbscribers to the fis- 
cal bank of the United States. 

Mr. Smith, of Conn. rose and addressed the se- 
nate for near two hours against the general princi- 
ples of the bill, contending thata national bank was 
unconstitutional and inexpedient. 

Mr. Nicholson then moved an amendment to the 
effect tial nothing contained in the bill should take 
away or impair the sight of any state to tax the real 
and personal property ot said bank, ineluding its 
debts due on acconnt, its notes, bills, bonds, mort- 
gages, contracts and public stocks, whether the 
same was in possession or ander the immediate ma- 
nagement of said bauk, or any person, agent or trus- 
tee, in the same manner that states had the right to 
tax their own institutions. 

The anendinent was supported by Messrs. Ni- 
cholson, Benton, Clay,ot Ala. Sevier and Young, and 
opposed by Messrs. Clay, of Ky. and Muatington, 
alter which the yeas and nays were taken on the 
amendment and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Denton, Buehanan,Calhonn, 
Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, Me Roberts, 
Mouton, Nicholsén, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Connec- 
ticot, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbu- 
ry, Wright, Young--2t. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Gra- 
ham, Henderson, Huntngion, Kerr, Maogum, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps Porter, Prenuss, Pres- 
ton, Simmons, Sinith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, 
White, Woodbridze—27. 

Mr. Walker then moved an amendment to the 
effect that tbe business of the bank should be confined 
to buying and selling bills or exchange not having 
more than 150 days to run. 

Mr. Walker, made som» remarks in favor of his 
proposition. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. moved that the senate adjourn. 

Mr. Clay, ot Kentucky, lioped not, but that the 
amendinents would be gone on with. 

The motion to adjourn was lost: ayes 16, noes 23, 

Altera few remarks by Messrs. Clay, ot Ken- 
tucky, and Walker, the question was taken on the 
amendment, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Archer, Benton, Calhoun, Cuth- 
bert, Linn, Mouton, Pierce, Sturgeon, Walker—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berricn, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Hunnnzton, Kerr, King, Mangun, Mer- 
nek, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sim- 
mons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Tap- 
pan, White, Woodbridge, Young—2s. 

Mr. Benton said there were varions amendments, 
and asked if the senate would adjourn. 

Mr. Cloy said, under the impression that all the 
amendments eonld be offered to-morrow, and the 
bill he printed, and the question taken at some 
early day, he would move that the senate adjourn. 

Mr. Buchanan expressed his sincere wish that 
ihe amendments might be bronght to a close. 

Mr. Benton said he had two, but he would not 
take up more than an hour. 

And the senate then adjourned, 

July 21. Mr. Morehead presented a petition of a 
very large and respectable number of citizens of 
Louisville, Ky. for a bankrupt law. 

Mr. Allen presented a remonstrance of citizens of 
Belmout county, Ohio, against a United States 
bank, a protective tarif, the distribution of the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands, and against all manner of 
fisealities, Also, the proceedings of a meeting ol 
citizens. of the same county, and on the same snb- 
Jeet; all whieh were laid on the table, and the pio- 
ceedings of the meeting ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Berrien moved that the bill fiom the com- 
mittee on the judiciary to extend the time for com- 
pleting the 6th census of a parish in Louisiana, and 
one in Kentneky, to Ist January, 1842, he taken 
up. The molion was carried; the bill was read, 
engrossed to a third reading, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Berrien, the bill lor changing 
the place of trial of general Gratiot, troia the state 
of Missouii to the District of Columbia was taken 


After some conversation by Messrs, Berrien, Bu- 
chanan, Henderson, Preston, Benton, Me Rvberts, 
Clay, of Alabama, ffalker and Woodbury, the morn- 
ing tour having expired, the bill was laid over. 

Mr. Merrick from the committee on the Distriet 
of Columbia, reported a bill froin the honse, inak- 
ing further provisions tor the panper lunatics of the 
Distriet of Columbia. Also, the bill to revive and 
continue in foree for fen years the Mecbanies’ Re- 
lief society of Alexandria. 

The fiseal bank bill was then taken up. 

Mr. Alien offered an amendment, making the 
stockholders liable for the obligatious of (he insti- 
tution. 

Alter a few remaiks from Messrs. Allen, Beulon 
and Clay the amendment was rejected, by the tollow- 
ing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
| Me Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pieree, Smith, of Con- 
neencut, Sturgeon, ‘Tappan, Walker, Willams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Youngz—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Clav, of Kentucky, Clayton, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Prentiss. Preston, Rives, Sinimons, Smith, of In- 
diana, Southard Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. Allen offered and amendinent striking out 
the provision permitting corporations to becoiae 
stockholders in the bank. 

The amendment was advocated by Messrs. £l- 
len and Buchanan, and opposed by Mr. Clay, and 
rejected by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs.. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tapan, Walker, Woodbury, 
Wright, Young—21. 

NAYS—Mesers. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Merriek, Miller, More- 
bead, Porter, Prentiss, Rives, Simmons, Sniith, of Ind. 
Sonthard, ‘Tallmadge. White, Woodbridge— 95. 

Mr. Il'aiker offered an amendment providing that 
uo loan should be made by said bank or any office 
of discount and deposite to any corporation. 
| After a few remarks from Messrs. Walker and 
Ciay, the vote was taken, and the amendment re- 
jected, as follows: 

YE AS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan,Calhoun, 
Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRo- 
berts, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. Stur- 
geon, Tapan, Walker, Woodbury, Wright, Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Parrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Grahani, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Sim- 
mons, Stith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
Woodbridge—26, 

Mr. Calhoun offered an amendment to strike out 
in the 7th section, the clause giving the secretary 
of the treasury powcr to sel) the one-third to be 
subseribed by the United States, in ease it is not 
otherwise taken; and to insert a. provision, that the 
stock ol the United States held by the bank may be 
sold at any time, by the previons assent of congress, 
on paying the par value im specie at the bank. 

Messrs. Calhoun and Clay, of Ky. made some re- 
marks on this proposition, and, after a slight modi- 
fication by Mr. King, the vole on the amendment 
was taken, and negatived, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Denton, Duehanan,Calhonn, 
Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mruton, Nicholson, Pierce, Smith, of Conn. Stur- 
gem, Tappan, Wather, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
Young—2t. 

NAYsS--Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Clay, of Kentueky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
| Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick. Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Sim- 
mons, Sinith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
Wood bridge—26 > 

Mr. Culhoun offered ap amendment in the I4th 
fundamental artiele, to strike ont all between the 
liue 154, and the word “if” in line 169, and inserta 
provision (hat half yearly dividends be made of the 
nett profit o1 the bank, as shall appear advisable, not 
exceeding three and a half. per cent, for any one 
year, allowing for tlie expenditures of the bank, 
| providing thatit does not exceed — per cent, per 
janiuu on the capital of the bank, and a sum uot 
exceeding dollars lor the erection of buildings; 
and all excess to be paid over to the treasurer of 
the United Slates; bul i£ it al any time fall short ol 
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three anda half per cent. congress shail, out of the 
previous surplus, appropriate a sum sufficient for 
tbe deficit. 

The question on {his propnsition being taken was 
devided in the negative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
MeRoberts, Monton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, W right, Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, B 
Berrien, Clay, oí Ky. Clavton, Dixon, Evans, Grah 


arrow, Bates, Bayard, 
am, 


Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- | 


ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sum- 


mons, Sinith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, | 


W oodbridge—26. 

Mr Buchanan offered an amendment to the 15th 
fundamental rule, providing that the bank should 
not discount, &c. when the notes in circulation and 
the privafe deposiles, exceeded three times the 
amount of specie in its vaults. 

The amendinent was rejected as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, ot Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King. Linn, Mc- 
Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
of Con. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangom, 


Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, | 


Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Ind. Tallmadge, White, 
Woodhridge--26. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, offered an amendment pro- 
viding that the capital of said bank shall be distri- 
buted among the branches, in proportion to the do- 
mestic exports of the states in which they are situ- 
ated, aud that this proportion be adjusted every five 

ears. 

j It was advocated by Messrs. Clay, of Ala Wal- 
ker and Benton; and alter which rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Pierce, Sevier, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Hunnngton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 


ler, Morehead, Porter, Prenuss, Preston, Rives, Sim- | 


mons, Sinith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
Woodbridve— 27. 


Mr. Nicholson offered an amendment providing | 


that if any board of directors of any of the offices of 
discount and deposite convert to their use in any 
way whatever, or loan with or without interest any 
portion of the public money deposited therein for 
safe keeping, every such act shall he adjudged a 
violation of the chatter. [t was rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Ala. Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. 
Sturceon, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wrighi—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 


Jer, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Rives, Sumnions, Snitth, | 


ot ind. Sonthard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbndec—26. 

Mr. 1¥illiams offered several slight verbal amend- 
ments, which were agreed to. 

Also, an amendment to the 224 fundamental ar- 
ticle, providing that the notes of the bank shall he 
redeemable at the branches where paid out. 

This being briefly advocated by Mr. William and 
opposed by Mr. Clay, of Ky. was rejected without 
a division. 

Mr. Benton offered an amendment striking out 
the clause fixing the value ol gold coins to be re- 
ceived by tlie bank. 

He objected to fixing the price of coins in a bank 
bill at all. 

Mr. Cluy briefly opposed it. The amendment 
was then rejected—yeas 22, nays 25. 

Mr Benton offered an amendment striking out 
the clause authorising the dealing in coin. 
heing discussed hy Messrs. Benton and Huntington, 
was rejected, by the saine vote as that on tlie amend- 
ment of Mr. Buchaaan, above. 

Mr. Berrien otfered the following amendment: 

Vth page, 9th sec. 2d line, strike out the words 


This | 


subscription of ten millions aforesaid, on the part of 
the United States), the operations of the same shall 
thenceforth commence and continue at tlie city of 
Washington." 

Mr. Clay said the whole effect of the amendment 
wasto bring forward the time ol the bank's com- 
mencing operations one month, 

After a brief diseussion by Messrs. Wright and 
Berrien, it was adopted, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
| Berrien, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 

Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, "Fall. 
mage, White, Woodbridge—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan,Calhonn, 
Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce. Sevier, Smith, of Conn, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, 
Young—22. 

The amendments now having been completed,the 
bill was reported to the senate. 

Mr. Clay moved to lay the bill on the table, and 
that it be ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Culhoun suggested to the senator to move 
the printing alone, and leave the bill as the unfi- 
nished business for to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Clay not assenting, the motion was carried. 

The bill from the house, making provision for a 
home squadron, was twice read, and referred to the 
committee on naval affairs. 

Mr. Berrien gave notice of his intention to move 
to-morrow to take up the bankrupt bill. 

The senate tben adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, July 15. The journal ot Wednesday 
was read and approved. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour was 
i the resolution heretofore offered by Mr. J.G. Floyd, 
calling for certain information in relation to the 
case of Alexander McLeod. Mr. Morgan was en- 
titled to the floor. 
| Mr. Fillmore requested his colleague to give way 
to enable the house to go into committee to resume 
the consideration of the fortification bill. Mr. Mor- 
gan was willing he said to do so. 

Mr. Fillmore inoved that the house resolve itself 
liuto committee of the whole on the state of the 
union; on which motion the vote stood: ayes 46, 
| noes 33. So no quorum voted. 

Mr. Truman Smith moved a call of the house— 
which was ordered. 

Aud the roll having been called, 109 members an- 
swered to their names—no quorum present. 

The names of the absentees were then called, 
when 140 members appeared to be present. And 
a quorum being now present—on motion of Mr. 
Lewis Williams, all further proceedings on the call 
were dispensed with. 

And the question recurring on the motion that 
the house resolve itself into committee of the whole 
op the state of the union, the vote stood: ayes 63, 
noes 51; a quorum precisely. So the motion pre- 
vailed. 

The house again resolved itself into committee of 
the whole on the state ol the union (Mr. Jl'inthrop, 
o! Massachusetts, in the chair) and resumed the 
| consideration of house bill No. 8, being a bill imak- 
ing appropriations fo: varions lortifications, for ord- 
nance, and for preventing and suppressing Indian 
hostilities. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 
Clifford, appropriating $6,000 for the repairs of forts 
Preble and Scammel, in Portland harbor, Maine. 

After a few remarks froia Messrs. Fillmore, Chif- 
| ford, Profit, Fessenden aud Dawson, the question 
was taken and the amendment rejected. 

Mr. Snyder offered an amendment appropriating 
$50,000 lor the repairs of the fort on the Pea Patch 
island, in Delaware river. 


The chairman declared the amendment to be out, 


of order. 


$1,000 for works in the harbor of Portsmouth, N. 
I.— whireli, alter afew remarks from Messis. Ather- 


Mr. Atherton moved an amendment appropriating | 


“six millions five hundred thousand dollars," and | fon, Fillmore, and Meriwether, was rejected. 

insert the words, “tea dollars on each share.” Mr. Williams, of Md. moved to amend the bill 
14th page, 9th sec. 29th line, strike out from the | after the 43d line, by appropriating a suin (if ne- 

word “and,” inclusive, to the end of the section, | cessary) for a fort at Havre de Giace, nol exceed- 

and insert the words “provided that it shall and may | ing $25,000, 


reduce the appropriation for Fort Washington from 
$35,000 to $5,000. 

Mr. F. said he had addressed a letter to the se- 
cretary-of war, for the purpose of ascertaining how 
the facts stood. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Snyder inquired of the chair whether, if he 
reduced the amount from $50,000 to (which was 
the proposition that bad been rejected yesterday) 
to $20,000 for repairs of the fort on Pea Patch is- 
land, the ainendment would then be in order? 

The choirman said it would. 

Mr. S. then offered his amendment, which re- 
newed briefly the discussion of yesterday in rela- 
lion to the title to this island, and in which Messrs. 
Fillmore, Snyder, Toland, C. Brown, ol Pa. Ferris, 

| Gamble, Bidlack and Gordon, took part; when Mr. 
Snyder, at the request of his colleague (Mr. Bid- 
lack) withdrew his amendment, announcing his in- 
tention to offer itin the house, where the sense of 
the house could be tested npon it. 

And the bill having heen gone through with— 

Mr. Shepperd, of North Carolina, rose, with the 
intention of making some general remarks on tfie 
bill, but yielded to Mr. Baraard, who expressed his 
desire to offer an amendment. 

Mr. Barnard desired, he said to address an inqui- 
ry to the chairman oi the committee of ways and 
means, (Mr. Fillmore). Among the recommenda- 
tions [rom the war department for appropriations to 
be made, there was a suin of forty thousand dollars 
(Mr. B. was understood to say) proposed to be ap- 
propriated for arrearages of money already due, and 
money necessary for (he purpose of preserving the 
public works upon various harbors and rivers. He 
desired to know whether it was proposed to intro- 
duce a hill at the present session appropriating mo- 
ney for these purposes? 

Mr. Fillmore said that the subject had been un- 
der the consideration of the committee of ways and 
ineans, and fhat the committee had come to tbe con- 
E nol to report in favor of the object allud- 
ed to. 

Mr. Barnard said that he would propose an 
amendment covering tlie appropriations to which 
lie bad referred. . 

And, after some explanatory remarks, Mr. B. 
moved an amendment containing a number of items 
of appropriations for amounts dne for arrearages 
and required forthe preservation of tbe public pro- 

eriy. 

Mr. Fillmore said he was not less anxious tban 
his colleague that appropriations for these objects 
should be made, but he [Mr. F.} felt bound to raise 
the point whether the ainendment was in order. If 
it was admitted, it opened tlie door to all othieis. 

He would suggest to his colleague the propriety 
of disemba:rassing tbe bill, by withdrawing the 
amendinent, and introducing a resolution in the 
house instructing the committee of ways and means 
to report a bill for this object. He, [ Mr. F.] for 
one, would give such a resolution his support, be- 
cause he deemed it justand right. And if the chair- 
man of the committee thought that this was a legi- 
timate and proper amendment here, he [Mr. F.] 
would vote for it. 

The chairman, remarking that it was usual to 
make appropriations for harbors and fortifications 
in different hills, ruled the amendment to be out of 
order. 

Mr. Barnard took an appeal from the decision of 
the chair, which was argued for some time by 
Messrs. Hunt, Babcock, V. W. Irwin, Fillmore, 
and Barnard, when the question being put, the de- 
cision of the chair was sustained. 

A leagthy discussion arose on the merits of the 
bill and of the system of fortifications in general, in 
which Messrs. Underwood, Shepperd, Parmenter, 
Fillmore, Rencher, Mullory, Dawson, Saltonstall, 

Mekay. Mason, Alford, Rhett and others, partici- 
pated, 

Mr. Everett rose and said he desired to occupy 
the attention of the committee ouly for a few mi- 
nutes. 

Bat, in obedience to a very general call that the 
committee rise, Mr. E. yielded the floor lor that 
motion; which prevailing —the committee rose, re- 
ported progress, and obtained leave to sit again. 

And the house adjourned. 

Friday, July 46 The journal of yesterday was 


be lawful for the president of the United States, as 
soon as ten dollars on each share are paid, in man- 
ner herein provided, to appoint three ducctors, who 
shall serve anti they are superseded by appoint- 
ments made by the president of the United States, 
by and with the advice and consent of the senate, 
as herein before provided; and provided, that as 
soon as the sum of $6,500,000, In bullion, gold or 
silver coin, or in treasury notes, shall have heen 
actually received on account of the subscriptions to 
the capital of the said bank, (exclusively of the 


Mr. Fillmore raised the point that this amend- 
| menl was not in order. 
The chairmen decided that, under the 76th rule 
the amendment was not in order. 
Mr. Wiliams appealed from the decision of the 
chan; and, after a few remarka Irom him, the ques- 
| tion was taken—and the committee affirmed the de- 
cision ol the chair. 
Mr. Fillmore, for the purpose, he said, of reserv- 
ing the question, as he was apprehensive that there 
was same mistake about the matter, would move to 


read and approved. 

Mr. Bidlack, by unanimous consent, presented a 
memorial, asking for a repeal of the act of 1832, 
which admits rail road iron {ree of duty. Referred 
to the cotnmiltee of ways aud means. 

By unanimous consent, petitions were presented 
by the following gentlemen, and were referred to 
the appropriate comimitteers:—Messrs. McHeon, of 
N. Y. Winthrop, of Mass. and Goode, of Ohio. 

Mr. Garreti Davis ollered the following resolu- 
tions; which were read for inlormalion: 
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Resolved, ‘That the secretary of state, the seerelary 
of the treasury, the sceretary ot war, the secretary of 
the navy, and the postmaster general do severally re- 
port to this house, at the next session of congress, the 
number of persons employed in the pubhke service, in 
any manner, in their respective departments, or in any 
business directly or indirectly connected with such de- 
partments, either in or out of Washingtan city; and 
that they also report the duties required hy law and 
performed by all such persons; what portion of their 
time is required in the performance of such duties; 
what is their compensation severally; and what reform 
and retrencbment may be reasonable and practicable 
in diminishing the number of persons so employed in 
the public service—excepting all soldiers, marines, and 
aailors, aad their officers in the service of the U. States 
trom the operation hercot. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury do re- 
port to the heuse of representatives at the next session, 
in what medium or currency the several pension 
agents, since March, 1839, have paid the several pen- 
sions within their agencies. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury do, at | 
the next session, report to this house what sums shall 
have been paid into the treasury in virtue of all laws | 
limiting the pay or other emoluments of any officer or 
other person in the employment of the government of 
the United States. 

Mr. Cave Johnson offered the following amend- | 
Ment to the resolutions: 

Resolved, "That the president of the United States be 
requested to lay before the house a list of all the officers 
of the government who derive their appointments from 
the nomination of the president and concurrence of | 
the senate, who have been removed from office since 
the 4th of March last, denoting in such list their names | 
and grades, and dates of their remavals, and the persons 
appointed in their place; also a like list of the names 
of those whose term of service being limited to four 
iv were not renominated to the senate, and a like 
ist af the names of these nominated in their places. 

And be it further resolved, That the secretary of state, | 
the secretary of the treasury, the secretary of the navy, 
the secretary of war, and the postmaster general, be | 
directed to report to this house the names af all per- 
sons removed from office or the employment of the go- 
vernment (other than those appointed by the president 
and senate) and ihe names of those appointed or em- 
ploved in their places since the 4th of March last. 

Mr. G. Davis moved the previous question. 

Mr. McKay inquired of the chair whether it was 
in order to offer this as an amendment to the reso- 
lution of the gentleman from Keatucky. 

Mr. Stanty inqnired of the speaker whether the 
resolution had been received. 

Soe conversation took place on this point. 

Mr. Boilis appealed to the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Davis] to withdraw the demand for 
the previons question to enaule him to move an 
amendment. 

Mr. Cave Johnson insisted thathe was entitled to 
tbe floor on his amendment. 

The speaker decided that Ihe gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Johnson} was not entitled to the 
floor, but that the gentleman from Kentucky, who 
moved the previons question, was entitled thereto. 

Mr. Stanly insisted that the resolution had not 
been received, and that no sooner had the resolution 
and the amendment been read, than he objected. 

Tbe question being on sr conding the demand for 
the previous question—Mr. Botls again asked Mr. 
G. Davis to withdraw the demand forthe previous 
question, to enable him to offer the tollowing as an 
amendment fo the amendment of the gentleman | 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Johnson]. 

“That they also report the names of all officers remov- 
ed under sunilar. circumstances, since the fourth of 


March, 1529, to the fourth of March, 18415" and, also, | 4 


to inform this house why they have not removed faith- 
less and incompetent officers with greater despatch 
than they have donc. 

Mr. G. Davis accepted this amendment as a mo- 
dification of his own resolution, 

Mr. Brown, of Pennsylvania, suggested to Mr. 
Botts so to modity his amendment as ta inquire, 
‘and why they had removed competent and faith- 
ful officers.” 

Mr. Bolts declined; and was understood to re. 
mark that he did so for tlie reason that competent 
and faithful officers had no? been removed. 

The speaker said this conversation was not in or- 
der. 

Mr. Clifford desired, he said, that a division 
should be had on the resolution proposed by the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Davis], as modi- 
fied, so as to have the question takeu first on the re- 
solution as originally moved by the gentleman froin 
Kentucky, and then on the modification as propos- 
ed by the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. Stanly moved tolay the whole subject on the 
table. 

Mr. Weller asked the yeas and nays on that mo- 
tion which; were ordered. 

Some conversation followed on a question of or- 
der. 


Mr. Adams, not liaving been in his seaf, he said, 
when the resolution was offered, called for tlie read- 
ing of the resolution and amendments. 

Mr. Turney objected on the gronnd that the reso- 
lution had been read inore than once already. 

T'he speoker said a member had a right to have 
read a proposition on which he had to vote. 

From this decision. Mr. Turney appealed. And 
the questian on tlie appeal being taken, tbe house 
affirmed the decision of the chair. 

The resolution and amendments were then again 


| read. 


Mr. Botts then explained that it was to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Joha- 
son] that he had desired fo offer his amendment, 
and not to the original resolution of the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Davis], He would be glad 


(ifthe gentleman from Kentucky would withdraw 


the call for the previons question, so as to enable 
him to put his proposition in the right place. 

The speaker said the question first pending was 
on the motion of the gentleman from North Caroli- 
na, [Mr. Stanly], to lay the whole subject on the 
table. 

And the question on that motion was then taken, 
and decided in the negative; yeas 65, nays Ltd. 

Mr. G. Davis said that, to enable the gentleman 
fron Virginia [Mr. Bolts] to place his amendment 
where it properly belonged, he, [Mr. D.] would 
withdraw the demand foi the previous question. 

Mr. Bolts then ollered bis amendment as an 
amendment to the proposition of the gentleman from 
Teunessee, [Mr. Johnson] and renewed the demand 
for the previous question. 


Mr. Steenrod submitted to the chair that the pre- | 


vious question had been ordered by the honse, and 
therefore that it was not in order for the gentleman 
froin Virginia [ Mr. Bolts] to change the position ot 
his amendment. 

The speoker said, in that evenl, it could only be 
done by general consent. 

Mr. Burnell called ior the reading of the resolu- 
tion and amendments; which were read. 

Mr. Alford rose to a point of order. Hesubinit- 
ted to the chair that any legislation of such a de- 
scription as was iuvolved in tliis resolution was ex- 
cluded hy the rule which had been adopted for the 
regulation of the business at the present extra ses- 
sion. 

The speaker said that the resolution had been re- 
ceived by unanimous consent, and that it was in 
order lor the house, by unanimous consent to set 
aside the rule to which the gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. Alford] adverted. 

Mr. Alford submitted to the chair that the rule 
was positive aud itoperative in its requisitions. The 
whole of this proceeding was intended for mere po- 
litical capital, and he would say that very poor ca- 
pital it was. Ile did uot believe that gentlemen on 
either side would make any bread-corn ont of it, 

The speaker said that, as the resolution had been 
received by unanimous consent, it could not now, 


jin the opinion of the chair, be ruled ont of order. 


Mr. Alford wished, he said, to state his point 
of order expressly. It was this: the honse had 
adopted a rule in relation to the legislation of this 
session, which positively precluded this description 
of legislation; and that this resolution, although not 
objected to, as well as the amendment, conld not be 
received in view of that rnle, bnt was a direct 
omission to enforce that rnle. For this reason he 
submitted that the whole subject was out of order. 

The speaker decided that the subject was in or- 


er. 

Mr. Alferd appealed from the decision. 

Mr. Lewis Williams called for the reading of the 
rule referred to by the gentleman from Georgia, 
[Mr. Alford]; which was read. 

Mr. Brown, of Penn. submitted that the resolu- 
tion was in arder, because (he was understood to 
say) the president Aad called particular attention to 
this subject-matter. 

Mr. Alford said that it was only with a view to 
save the precious time of the house that he had in- 
terposed this point of order. He would, if any ob- 
jection was made, withdraw his appeal. 

So the appeal was withdrawn. 

Mr. Botls (referring to the objection raised by the 
gentleman from Virginia Mr. Sfeenrod ) submitted 
to the speaker that the chair was inistaken in sup- 
posing that the previous question had been ordered, 
and that, therefore, it was not in order for him 
[Mr. B.] to change the position of the amendment 
he had offered. 

The speoker said that, on a moment's reflection, 
he was satisfied that the previous question had not 
been ordered, and that, therefore, the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bolts] was in order. 

Mr. Botts then again offered his amendment as an 
amendment to the proposition of Mr. Cuve Johnson, 
and moved the previous question. 


And there was a second. And the maiu question 
was ordered to be taken. 

And the main question being first on the amend- 
ment, as proposed by Mr. Bolts—Mr. Hopkins ask- 
ed the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. McKay asked a division of the ameudment af 
the gentleman fiom Virginia, [ Mr. Botts]; which 
was ardered, in the manner hereafter mentioned, 

- And the question was then taken on the first 

branch of Mr. Bolts’ amendinent, to wit; 

“That they also report the names of all officers re- 
moved under similar circumstances, since the 4th of 
March, 1529, to the 4th of March, t541. 

And it was decided in tbe affirmative: yeas 188, 
nays 4. 

So the first branch of the proposition was adopted. 

And the question was then taken on the second 
branch of the propositian, to wit: 

“And also to inform this house why they have not 
removed faithless and incompetent officers with great- 
er despatch than they have done.” 

And it was decided in the negative: yeas 34, 
nays 145. 

So the second branch of the proposition was re- 
jected. 

And the question then recurring on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Cave Johnson, as amended—Mr., John- 
son asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. Gilmer called for the reading of the proposi- 
tion, which was read. 

| And the question was then taken, and decided in 
| the affirmative: yeas 120, nays 78. 

So the amendment of Mr. Cuve Johnson, as amend- 
ed, was agreed to. 

And the question recurring on the resolution of 
| Mr. G. Davis, as thus amended—Mr. Andrews, of 
| Ky. called for the yeas and nays, which were order- 
jed, and being taken, were: yeas 128, nays 71. 
| So the resolution as amended, was adopted. 

The speaker laid before the house a report from 
the secretary of the treasury in relation to the man- 
i ner in which the act of the 4th of July, 1840, com- 
monly called the sub- treasury law, had been cairied 
into eflect. 

On motion of Mr. Proffit, the report was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

A message, in writing, was received from the 
president of the Umted States, through John Tyler, 
Jr. esq. his private secretary. 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, the honse resolved 
itself into committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, (Mr. Winthrop, of Mass. in the chair), 
on the bill making appropriations tor varions forti- 
fications, for orduance, and ior preventing aud sup- 
pressing Indian hostilities. 

The question being on the motion that the com- 
inittee rise and report the bill and amendments to 
(the house—a lengthy discussion arose in which 
Messrs. Cushing, Rhett, Pickens, McKeon, and 
others participated. 

Mr. C. Brown moved to amend the bill by insert- 
ing an item ot $20,000 for the repair of Fort Mif- 
| flin, in the Delaware river, 

Mr. Fillmore doubted if the amendment was in 
order, as this must be, in fact, a new work. 

Mr. Brown said it was not; an appropriation had 
been made for it, and some of the money had been 
expended. 

Mr. B. then proceeded to argue the necessity of 
the appropriation, and dwelt with much eainest- 
ness on the unprotected condition of Philadelphia, 

Mr. Waterson having obtained the floor, was 
about to reply tothe speech vof Mr. Mason, made 
yesterday, when the chair pronounced him out of 
arder. 

Mr. Waterson, to obtaina wider range of remark, 
moved ta amend the bill by striking out tlie euact- 
ing clause: a motion which, accoiding to the rules 
of the house, throws opeu every subject connected 
with the bill to free debate. 

Mr. W. having spoken for an hour, was follow- 
ed by Messrs. Wise, Fillmore and Cushing. When, 
alter a lew remarks fiom Mr. Underwood, that gen- 
tleinan yielded to a motion that the cominittee rise; 
which motion prevailing, the committee rose, re- 
ported progress and obtamed leave to sit again. 

Mr. Wise offered the following resolution, which 
(alter some conversation) was adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be requested to 
furnish a statement showing the amount of unexpend- 
ed apprapriations for fortifications for the year 1841, 
and the time in which such uncxpended balances will 
be expended. 

Mr. Proffit offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That, from and after two o'clock P. M. to- 
morrow, all debatc in committee of the whole on house 
bill No. 8 shall cease, and the committee shall proceed 
to vote on the amendinents then pending, or that may 
be offered to said bill; and the same shall then be re- 

orted to the house with such amendments as may 
ave been agreed to by the committee: Provided, That, 
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i£ it shall think proper. P d 

Mr. P moved the previons question. 

Mr. Gilmer moved to lay the resolution on the 
lable; which motion, by ayes 66, noes 75, was re- 
jected. i : 

A motion was made that the house adjourn, which | 
was rejeeted. 

And the question recurring on the demand for 
the previous question, there was a second. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered on 
taking the main question, and being taken, were: 
yeas 77, nays 71. 

So the main question was ordered to be taken. 

Mr, Medill asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question, and they were ordered. I 

. Mr. Clifford moved that the house adjourn; which 
motion, by ayes 74, noes 77, was rejected. 

And the question then reeurred and was taken 
on the main question, being on the adoption of the | 
resoluiion, and was decided in the affirmative, ycas | 
77, nays 76. 

So the resolution was adopted, and llie house ad- 
journed. 

Saturday, July 17. 
read and approved. . 

Mr. Arnold rose aud moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by whieh the following resolution [n 


| 
| 


The journal of yesterday was 


yesterday by Mr. Profit had been adopled: 

Resolved, ‘That, from and after two o'clock P. M, to- 
morrow, all debate in eommittee of the whule on house | 
bill Nu. 3 shall cease, and the committee shall proceed 
to vote on the amendments then pending, or that may | 
be offered to said bill; and the same shall then be re- | 

orted to the house with such amendments as may | 
rave been agreed to by the committee: Provided, That | 
nothing in this resolution shall prevent. the committee 
from reporting the bill to the house at an earlier hour 
Wit shall think proper. , 

And the question being on the motion to recon- 
sider, Mr. A. addressed tlie house at considerable 
length, after he had concluded Mr. Triplett called 
the previous question. 

And the question being taken, the vote stood— 
ayes 83, noes 83, a fie. 

And (he casting vote falling on the speaker, that 
geulleman voted in the affirmative. 

And the vote thus stood—ayes 84, noes 83. 

So the demaud tur the previous question was se- 
conded. 

And the main question was ordered to be Vade 

Mr. Cranston inqnired of the speaker il it would 
be in order to move a eall of the house? 

The speaker replied not at this time; the motion 
came too late, the inain question having been or- 
dered. 

And the question ‘shall lhe vote on the resoli- 
tion be reconsidered?” was then taken, and deeidei 
in the affirmative, yeas 108, nays 89. 

Mr. Profit then withdrew the resolution. 

Mr. foosevell, from the cominittee on the judieia- 
ry, to whom had been referred the bill froin the se- 
nate entitled “an ael to amend the act to provide 
for taking the sixth census, or enumeration ol the 
inliabitauts of the United States," approved March 
3, 1529, aud the aets amending the same. 

The hill having been read twice by its title, Mr. 
Roosevelt moved that it be ordered to be engiossed 
for a third reading. 

Aud the bill having been read at large, Mr. Floyd 
raised Ihe question of order that the bitl did not come 
within the rule of the house preseribing and limit- 
ing the subjeet-matters to be acted on at the pre- | 
seut session of congress, 

The speaker overiuled the objection, 

Mr. Adams and Mr, Randall; of Maryland, hav- 
ing risen simultaneously, the speaker gave the floor | 
to Mr. Adams, who said he and the gentleman from | 
Maryland [Mr. Randell] had risen probably for the 
same purpose. 

He (Mr. A ] nnderstood there was some qnes- 
lion in relatton to the returns from a portion ol the | 
state of Maryland. 

H such was the fact, it seemed to him to be pro- 
per that the bill should be made to embrace tliat | 
subject now, He would, however, yield the floor 
to the ventleiman froin Maryland, to enable him to} 
submit such a motion as the nature ot the case 
night require, 

Mr, Randall, of Maryland, thanked the gentle- 
inan trom Massachusetts (Mr../dams] lor the floor. | 
Ve [Mr. R J wonld have preferred that that gen- | 
tleinan should have inade theinotion, as he had put| 
that gentleman in possession of the facts, 

Mr. R. proceeded to state that he desired to in- 
troduee an amend oent into the bill just reported, in | 
order to make provision lor retaking the census of! 
Montgomery county, Maryland, which had been so 
delectively taken as to represent the number ot the 
population of that conuty abont 5.000 souls less thane | 
the number in tlie census of 1320. Mr R. had in| 


the bill was pustponed until Tuesday next. 

On motion of Mr. Dawson, the commiltee on mi-, 
litary affairs was discharged from the consideration 
of the memorial of Samuel Ranb, in relation to a 
machine, ealeulated for harbor and coast defence, 
for seatding atl the enemies of the United States in 
less than no time. 

Mr. Sergeant, irom the select committee on the 
currency, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the select eomniittee on the eurreney 
have leave, after this day, tu sit during the session ol 
the house. 

Alter some explanations between Messrs. Rhett 
and Sergeant in relation to the necessity for the 
adoption thereol, the resolntion was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, the house again re- 
sulved itself into eommitlee of the whole on the 
state of the union, (Mr. Winlhrop, of Massachu- 
setts, in the chair), ou the bill making appropria- 
tions for various fortifications, for ordnance, and for 
preventing and suppressing Indian hostilities. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. Water- 
son lo strike out the enacting clause of the bill— 

Mr. Underwood addressed the committee gene- 
rally in relation to the bill. 

The speaker resumed the chair temporarily for 
the purpose of reeviving and laying before the 
honse a communication trom the secretary of war 
in answer to a call jor information, made under a 
resolution offered by Mr. Il/ise yesterday on the 
subject uf the fortifieation bill. 

‘The communication, having been read, was re- 
ferred, on motion of Mr. Fillmore, to the committee 
of the whole on thestate of the union having charge 
of the said bill, and oidered to be printed. 

The chairman resumed his seat. 

Mr. Ferris, of New York, spoke in detence of 
the bill, and more particularly in reply to the ob- 
jeetions of Mr. Underwood. 

Mr. Steenrod spoke in opposition to the bill. 

Messrs, Burnell and Cushing supported the bill 
at considerable length and with much ability. 

The chairman gave the floor to Mr. McKay, who 
yielded to a motion by Mr. Cave Johnson that the 


| commiltee rise. 


Which motion prevailing, the committee rose, 
reported progress and obtained leave to sit again. 

Mr. Bolts otfered the following resolution; which 
was read: 

Resolved, That at 12 o'clock on Tuesday next all de- 
bate in eomraittee of the whole on honse bill No.8 shall 
cease, and the eummittee shall then proceed to vote on 
the amendments then pending to said bill, and the 
same shall then be reported to the house, with such 
amendments as may have been agreed to by the com- 
nittee: Provided, That nothing in this resolution shall 
prevent the committee from reporting the bill to the 
house at an earlier hour if it shall think fit. 

Mr. B. inoved the previous question. 

‘Tellers having been called tor, Messrs Boardman, 
of Conneeticnt, and McKeon, of New York, were 
appointed. And the question on seconding the mo- 
tion [or the previons question was then taken, and 
decided in the affirmative: ayca 87, noes 73. 

So there was a second, 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken, 

Mr. Clifford asked the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution; which were ordered, 

Mr. Nayder, of Pennsylvania, moved that the 
house do now adjourn; which motion, by ayes 81, 
noes 90, Was rejected, 

And the question then recirred and was taken 
on the main qnestion, (being on the adoption of the 
resolution), and was decided in the aflirinative: yeas 
99, nays S4. So the resolution was adopted, 

And then, on motion of Mr. Filmare, the house 
adjourned until Monday, at 10 o'clock. 

Monday, July 9. Ar. Hunt, on leave, presented 
the petition of James Sinith aud 107 others, eiti- 
zens of the eity of Now Yoik, praying. the pas- 
sage of a bankrupt law; which on motion of Mr. 
H was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. adams expressed the hope that the states 
would be called for petitions, 


Mr. Cave Johnson (referring to the resolution 
which had been adopted to take the fortification 
bill out of committee to-morrow at 12 o'clock) 
moved that the honse resolve itself into committee 
of the whole on the state of the union for the purpose 
of resuming the consideration of that bill. 

Mr. Adams hoped not, as this was probably the 
last day of ihe present session on which petitions 
would be received, 

And the question was then taken on the motion 
of Mr. Cave Johnson; and, by ayes 120, noes not 
counted, was agreed to. ` 

So the house again resolved itself into committee 
of the whole on the state of the union (Mr. Win- 
throp, of Massachusetts, in the chair) on the bill 
making appropriations for various fortifications, fur 
ordnance, and tor preventing and suppressing Indian 
hostilities. . 

The pending question being on the motion of 
Mr. IVatterson to strike out the enacting clause of 
the bill— 

Mr. McKay (who was entitled to the floor) op- 
posed the passage of the bill at considerable length. 

[A message in writing was received froin the pre- 
sident of the United States, through John Tyler, jr. 
his private secretary. 

Mr. Littlefield, of Maine, read a speech, in which 
after objecting to the putting into one bill the ap- 
propriations for fortifications and those to pay the 
Georgia and Florida volunteers, he expressed his 
approbation of the payment of those claims, and his 
purpose, on the whole, to vote for the bill, though 
he warmly complained that it contained nothing 
for his own state. 

Mr. Fessenden spoke in reply, and said he should 
not have addressed the committee had it not been 
for a speech of such extemporaneous eloquence as 
that of his colleague, and what he understood as a 
direct attack upon himself. 

Mr. Profit addressed the committee. He said he 
should vote for the appropriations; that lie believed 
they were necessary to place the country in a pro- 
per state of defence. He reviewed sundry remarks 
made by various gentlemen in opposition. He de- 
precated the war speeches and panies got up,as he 
believed, for political purposes. 

Mr. Wise expressed a wish that ihe gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. Waterson) would consent to 
withdiaw his motion to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill, and be would then move to strike 
out the first section. 

Mr. Watterson complied. 

Mr. C. Brown also having withdrawn his amend- 
ment ior an appropriation tor Fort Mifllin— 

Mr. Wise moved lo amend the bill. by striking 
out the first seetion. 

Mr. W. then went into a speech in support of his 
motion. 

[A message was received from the senate through 
A. Dickins, esq. secretary thereof, informing this 
house that that body had passed the bill authorising, 
the raising of a loan not exceeding twelve millions 
of dollars.) 

Mr. Fillmore replied to Mr. IFise, expressing his 
strong surprise that opposition to this bill should 
come from that gentletoan. ; 

Mr. Randall, of Maryland, made a brief speech in 
correction of some of the errors into which Mr. Me- 
Kay, had fallen, especially in relation to the forts at 
Annapolis. 

Mr. Dawson addressed the committee at length 
in support of the bill, and in reply to several zen- 
tlemen, and concluded by earnestly invoking the 
patriotism of gentlemen on all sidés of the lionse 
in time of peace to prepare for war, and not, while 
protecting the north, to leave the whole south de- 
feneeless. 

Mr. D. having eoncluded, the ehairman gave the 
floor to Mr. Jones, of Maryland, who said that he 
desired to submit some remarks, but that, as the 
hour was gelting late, he would move that the com- 
mittee rise. 

Which motion prevailing, the commiltee rose, re- 
ported progress, and obtained leave to sit again. 

Mr. frwin, of Pennsylvania, presented the me- 
morial of numorons citizens of Pittsburg, in {hat 
state, praying the establishment of a national bank; 
which, on motion of Mr. I. was referred to the se- 
leet committee having charge of the subject. 

In pursnanee of notice heretofore given—Mr. 
Hunt asked leave to introduce a bill to revive ani 
continue in force for two yeais the aet approved 
March 10, 1838, entitled “an act supplementary to 
an aet entitled ‘an aet in addition to the ael for the 
punishment of certain crimes against the United 
States, and to repeal the acts therein mentioned," ? 
approved, 20th April, 1818. 

Mr. H. explained that he had adopted this course 
instead of introducing a resolution, which he snp- 
posed he wonld not, under the iles, be able to get 
m. He considered the matter to be one of great im- 
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portance, and his object was to have the bill teler- 
red lo the committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill having been read once by its tille— Mr. 
Brewsler :ose aud objected to its introduction. 

On motion of Mr. Briggs, the house adjourned. 

Tuestay, July 20. The journal of yesterday was 
read and approved. 

The speaker presented a communication from the 
president, in relation to the law of the 10th March, 
1838, which provides for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, in getting up 
military expeditions against foreign nations. 

Also, one in relation to our citizens held in im- 
prisonment in Van Dieman’s Land, by the British 
govertinenl. 

On motion of Mr. Cushing, the message and ac- 
companying documents were referred to the com- 
mittee on toreign affairs, and were ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. Mallory, the house again re- 
solved itsel into comunittee of the whole on the 
state of the union, (Mr. Winthrop, of Massachu- 
setts, in the chair), on tbe bill making appropria- 
tions lor various fortifications, for ordnance, and 
for preventing and suppressing Indian bostilities. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. [ise 
to strike out tbe fist section of the bill, 

Mr. Jones, ot Maryland, who was entitled to the 
floor from yesterday, then addressed the committee 
during his aliotted hour. 

Mr. Mullory made an able speech in favor of the 
eoutinvafion and coinpletion of our present system 
of defences adopted on the report and plan ot gen. 
Bernard. He discussed the whole subject critical- 
ly, showiug the superiority of land tortificatious 
over floating batteries. 

Mr. Boardman said he should vote for the bill, 
even il it appropriated double the amount proposed. 
it was thought by some that a war with England 
was inevitable; and it was asserted that, if such 
should be the case, we would be whipped the first 
year. Why, said le, make such a degrading ad- 
mission? lt was not necessary that we should be 
whipped at any lime, if we would only prepare for 
war when we ought to do it. He said the people 
would sustain them in making these appropriations. 
‘They found fault with the last admiutstration, be- 
canse it used the people's money for the purpose of 
corruption, and neglected these fortifications, and 
left tbem in the dilapidated state they now are. 

Mr. J. H. Mason said that although he should 
vote for this bill, he would not do it tor the purpose 
ol casting opprobrium nn the late adininistration. 
He believed that the position of our foreign rela- 
tions made these appropriations necessary, and in 
accordance wilh this opinion, he ‘proposed an 
amendment, by inserting a provision that the first 
two sections thereof (1. e. those which relate to for- 
tifications and ordnance) should have no effect in 
the event of our difficulties with Great Britain be- 
ing brought ta an amicable termination, of which 
fact the president should judge, &c. The amend- 
ment was rejected. 

Mr. Teller opposed the bill on the ground thal 
it was unnecessary—there being sufficient unex- 
pended appropriations on hand. 

Twelve o'clock having arrived, the debate cease 
ed, and the house proceeded to act on the amend- 
ments, pending and aifered in silence. 

After they lad been passed upon. The commit- 
tee rose and reported the bill to the house with 
amendments. 

Mr. Botis moved the previous question on the 
different sections of the bill and the amendments, 
which was seconded, and the house proceeded to 
act on the amendment reported [rom the committee. 

The bill was then ardered to be engrossed fora 
third reading, after which Mr. L. WW. Andrews mov- 
ed that the third reading of the bill be postponed to 
Monday week. 

The house refused to postpone, yeas 88, nays 124. 

Mr. G. Davis said there was last year a deficit in 
the revenue of $7,000,000, and there would be a de- 
ficiency this year of $3,000,000, and irom what was 
exhibited on this floor, it was quite problematical 
whether the revenue bill could pass. He thought 
that this bill should come in the rear of that one, 
and not appropriate icillions, when there was no- 
thing to pay it with. 

Mr. Green inoved to lay the bill on the table.— 
This motion was decided by yeas and nays in the 
negative, as follows—yeas SO, nays 134. 

Mr. Winthorp moved the previous question, which 
was seconded. 

Mr. McKeon asked the yeasand nays on the main 
question; which ordered, and, being taken, were as 
follows: 

Y EAS— Messrs. Adams, Allen, S. J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Avcngg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Bid- 
lack, Birdseye, Blach, Blair. Boardman, Borden, Butts, 
Bowne, Biewster, Brivys, Biuckway, Milton Brown, 


Charles Bown, Burnell, Wur Butler, Willian O. But- 
ler, Calhoun, William. D. Campbell, T. J. Cainpbell, 
Caruthers. Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. 
Clarke, Clifford, Clinton, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cushing, Garrett Davis, Wiliam C. Dawson, Doig, 
John Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Fesseodea, 
Fillmore, Fornance, A L. Faster, Gamble, Gates, Gen- 
try, Giddings, Gilmer, Goggin, P. G. Goode. Gordon, 
Greig, Gustine, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, Wilian S. 
Hasungs, Hays, Henry. Holmes, Houck, Howard, Hud- 
son, Ingersol), James Irvin, William W. Irwin, Jack, 
James, Isaac D. Jones, Jchn P. Kennedy, King, Lane, 
Lawrence, Lino, Littlefield, Lowell, Robert McClellan, 
McKeon, Mallory, Thomas F. Marshall, Samson Ma- 
son, Mathiott, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meri- 
wether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, 
Osborne, Owsley, Parincnter, Pearce, Pendleton, Pope, 
Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander 
Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Sergeant, Shields, Simonton, 
Slade, Smith, Snyder, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Smart, 
Talialerro, Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, 'l'o- 
land, "Tomlinson, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Buren, 
Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Ward, Warren, Westbrook, 
Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, Chris. H. 
Willams, Winthrop, Yorke, Angustus Young, John 
Young—145. 

NAYS—Messrs. L. W. Andrews, Arrington, Ather- 
ton, Beesaa, Boyd, Bronson, A. V. Brown, hurke, 8. H. 
Butler, G. W. Caldwell, P. C. Caldwell, J. Cainpbell, 
Cary, Chapman, Coles, Daniel, R. D. Davis, Dean, De- 
berry, Doan, Eastman, J.C Edwards, Jobo G. Floyd, 
Gerry, W. O. Goode, Graham, Green, Harris, Joha 
Hastings, Hopkins, Houston, Hubbard, Hunter, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Lewis, A. McClellan, 
McKay, Marchand, J. T. Mason, Mathews, Miller, 
Oliver, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Piumer, Reding, 
Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, 
Steenrod, Sumpter, Sweeny, Turney, Watterson, Wel- 
ler, J. L. White, J. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, J. 
L. Willams, Wise—66. 

So the bill passed as it was reported from the 
committee ol ways and means, without amendment. 

Mr. Wise gave notice that he should move that 
the house go into cominittee of the whole on the 
ordnance bill to- morrow. And the house adjourned. 


Wednesday, July 21. The journal of yesterday 
was read and approved. 

Petitions were presented by Messrs. Chapman, 
of Alabama, and Burke, of New Hampshire, and 
appropriately referred. 

Mr. £tllmore, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported the lollowing resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested, if not invompauble with the publie inte- 
rest, to lay before this house any communication from 
the French minister to the secretary of the treasury, re- 
lating to our commerce and navigation with France 
under existing treatics. 

Mr. Fillmore, from the same committee, moved 
to be discharged from the further consideration ot 
so much of the message of the president of the 
United States and accompanying documents as re- 
lates to the Potomac bridge, aud that the same be 
referred to the committee for the District of Colum- 
bia. Which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Fillmore, from the same committee, moved 
to be discharged from so much ol the message and 
accompanying docnments of the president of the 
United States as relates to the post office depart- 
ment; and that the same, together with a coininu- 
nication liom the secretary of the treasury, enclos- 
ing a statement from the auditor of the post office 
department in relation toteinporary clerks, he reler- 


red ta. the committee nn the post office and post | 


roads, and that the communication, &c be printed. 
'The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Winthrop, trom the committee on commerce, 
made a report in favor ol a revision of the tariff, ac- 


companied by a resolution to appoint a committee | 


ol nine to sit in tlie recess and coilect inlormation, 
with a view to report a proper system of duties at 
the next session. 

A debate arose upon the resolulion. 

Mr. Winthrop explained the report, and the ob- 
jects of it. 

Mr. [Vise moved to lay it on the table. 
veighed against any interference with the compro- 
mise act. The resolution was the initiatory step 
to a protective tarif. He doubted ihe power ol the 
house to constitute a committee to sit during the 
recess. 

Mr. {Ingersoll supported the resolution, and main- 
tained the power to create such a committee. 

Mr. Pickens violently opposed it as a scheme to 
introduce a protective tariif. 

Mr. Nisbet advocated the resolution. He was 
ananli-tariff man, but be wanted information. He 
did not consider this as necesszrily involving a de- 
sign to revive a protective tanti. He thought that 
the people of the south, and the gentleman from 
South Carolina and himself among them, would 
have to abandon some of their former positions, 
though still resolute against a protective system. 


He in- | 


A largely increased revenue was necessaiy, and 
inust be raised by 1mposts, 

Mr. Wise presented his objections to the crea- 

tion of the committee, as a point of order, under 
the parliamentary law. The chair decided ayainst 
Mr. Wise. Messrs. Briggs and lVilliams stated 
cases in support of the chair. Mr. Gilmer then 
spoke on the subject of the resolution. He «as 
very desirous of collecting informaticn, practical 
| facts, on the subject of a tariff, but lcared that the 
| committee would be made too exclusive in its cha- 
; racter, and that the report would be ex porte. But 
jit might present information from all sections and 
classes, from the planters of the south and the gra- 
ziers ol the west, as well as the manufacturers of the 
north, 

Mr. Briggs obtained the flnor; but the morning 
hour having elapsed, Mr. B. gave way toa mo- 
tion by Mr. Wise, that the house resolve itself into 
committee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Underwood and Mr. Sergeant requested Mr. 
Wise to withdrawn his motion momentarily to en- 
able them to make reports. Y 

Mr. W. assented thereto. 

Mr. Sergeant, from the select committee on the 
currency, reported a bill to incorporate the subscri- 
bers ol a fiscal bank of the United States; which 
bill, having been read twice by its title, was referred 
to the committee of the whole ou the state of the 
union, and ordered ta be printed. 

Mr. Sergeant, from the same committee, reported 
with amendments, the bill from the scuate, to repeal 
the act commonly called the snb-treasury law; 
which said bill was read twice by its title. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, of Md. the amend- 
ments were read. 

Aud on motion of Mr. Sergeant, the bill and 
amendments were referred to the cominittee of the 
whole on the state of the union, and were oidered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Underwood, from {he committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill, accompanied by 
a report, to continue the corporate existence of the 
banks of the District of Columbia ou certain con- 
ditions, 

On motion of Mr. U. the bill and report were re- 
ferred to the commitiee of the whole on the stale of 
the union, aud were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Barnard, from the committee on the judicia- 


| Ty» 10ade a report, accompanied by a bill to estab- 


lish a. uniform systeia. of bankiüptcy throughout 
the United States, 

The bill was read twice by its tille, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. B. the bill and report were ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Briggs was understnod to move (lat 5,000 
extra copies of the repoit be printed. 


Mr. Barnard frowa the committee on the judicia- 
ry, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, Vbatit is inexpedient for the house to take 
up the bankrupt bill reported froin the comniiviee on 
the judiciaiy for consideranon at the present sessiun uf 
congress. 

Mr. B. stated that he presented the resolution in 
obedience to the instructions of the committee, 
though he was hitasell opposed to it. He desired 
the action of congress on the bankruptlaw this ses- 
sion. 

Mr. Millon Brown, as one of the committee, also 
expressed his dissent from the resolution, and 
| moved to lay it on the table. 

The house voted to lay it on the table—yezs 118, 
nays 81. 

The house, on motion of Mr. Hise, then resolv- 
ed itself into committee of the whole, (Mr. Gilmer 
in the chair), on the bill to provide for the support 
of a home squadron, 

Mr. Wise explained the objects of the bill, and 
moved an amendment to make it optional with the 
secretary to use two steamers or employ any other 
equally efficient lorce. 

Mr. J. Q. Adams opposed the amendinent with 
great eainestuess. He insisted on iiie steamers as 
the most important and useful portion of the pro- 
posed naval force. (Mr. Wise withdrew the 
amendment.) Mr. .Zdams briefly advocated the 
ibill. He pointed to the urgent importance ot such 
a measure, in view of the grasping and prying spirit 
ol the British government, which was now sending 
ils men-ol-war to survey, explore and sound all the 
shores and waters of the western hemisphere. 

Mr. McKay objected to the form of the bill, as 
not sufficiently specific as to the details ol the appro- 
priations, 

Mr. King advocated the bill, and went into the 
whole subject, as a member of the naval cominittee, 

Aller a debate, in which Messrs. Gordon, Mor- 
gon, Profit, Hopkins, Merriwether, Wise and others 
took part, the committee rose and 1eported the bill, 

The bill was then passed—yeas 184, nays S. 

The house adjourned at two o'clock. 
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ConGaESSIONAL ABSTRACT. Business is now 
progressing in congress. The appropriation for 
the HOME SQUADRON, passed the house of repre- 
sentatives by a vote of 184 to 8. The sum appro- 
prialed is $739,310, for the coustruction aud sub- 
sistance ol two frigates, two sloops, two armed 
steamers and some small vessels. The able report 
anade upon the subject by Mr. Kine, of Georgia, 
from the committee on naval affairs, we have in 
type, and shall be inserted in our next. The bill 
authorising a loan of twelve millions, with a view 
of dispensing with the treasury note system, has 
passed both houses and been signed by the pre- 
sident—as has also the bill for the relief of the 
widow of Wirnriam Ll. Hararson. Mr. Clay’s 
bill for establishing a fiscal agent is yet under 
discussion in the senate having gone through with 
the amendments proposed, the bill has been repost- 
ed and ordered to be printed; meanwhile a bill simi- 
Jar in its provisions, has been reported and is now 
before the house of representatives. The bill for 
the distribution of the proceeds of the publie lands, 


having passed the house, now awaits the action of 


the senate, and the bill repeating the sub-treasury 
Jaw, baving passed the senate now awaits the action 
of the house; Mr. Sergeant [rom the committee to 
whom it was referred, reported it with some amend- 
ments on Wednesday last. Bills making appio- 


priations for progressing with forlifications—for | 


ihe relief of the lunatics of the District of Coluin- 
bia, and the navy pension bill, have severally pass- 
ed the house. A bankrupt bill, siinilar in ats pro- 
visions tu the one that passed the senate last ses- 
sion, was reported in the honse on Wednesday, and 
also a bill to extend the charters of the banks in the 
District of Columbia. 


CIIRONICLE. 

Ausrraction. The art appears to have been re- 
duced to a science, not invariably, but generally sue- 
cessinl One day's mail last week brought in accounts 
of three several banks having been entered, lacks and 
bolts to the contrary notwithstanding, and seven stores 
and counting houses were entered by burglers on 
Monday night lastin Philadelphia, 

Another great robbery bas been perpetrated; 90,000 


dollars was abstacted from the branch of the State, 


Bank of Illinois, at Jackson, by means of false keys, on 
the mght of the Vth instant. Of this sum $73,000 
was in papcr, $47,000 in notes of the parent bank, and 
the rest principally in notes of the several branches; 
$8 000 in gold and $4,000 in silver was taken, and the 
books and papers of the institution were wantonly 
rourlated. [ive thousand dollars reward has been ot- 
lered. 

Tue Uxiox Baxx or Magyraxn. A meeting of the 
stockholders receutly convened for. the purpose of ex- 
ünnmnug the condition and determining whether to 
continue in operation or to wind up the concern. ‘Phe 
condition of the institution was diligently inquired into, 
and reported, first by t' e board of directors who report 
the stock originally $100, to he worth $73 96 without 
bonus or $75 30 with bonus included. This report 
was referred to a comniiltee of the stockholders, who 
after a careful examination arrive at the conclusion 
that the bank ought to continue in operarion, only one 
of the committee dissenting. This report has been as- 
sented ta, and the bank is therelure to continue its ope- 
rations. 


Evert Buackmarr, departed this life at Thomp- 
son, Connecticut, on the 12th ult. in the 99th year of 
his ave. He was the son of James Blackmarr. and 
born m Gloucester, Rhode Island, in August, 1742.— 
Seventy-mne years auo last May, he enlisted as a pri- 


vate in the troops raised 1n the British eulomes to take | 


the island ot Cuba, under the earl of Albemarle and 
admiral Pocock, in a regiment commanded by colonel 
Praci Putnam. Te was in. captain Joho Spalding’s 
company, ot Plainfield; Lent. Smith and ensign Penuel 
Huteluns, of Killinzly.. General Lyman, of Spring- 
field or Northampton, was col. Patnam’s superior offi- 
cer. He was without doubt the last surviving soldier 
at the taking of the Moro Castle, and the oldest in ser- 
vice on the rolls of kmg George the third. Ale sustain- 
ed tlironeh life the character of an honest upright citi- 
zen, und retained to the lust, in à great degree, his bo- 
dily and imental powers. 


CornoxIZATION soctery. The receipts into the trea- 
sury of this society, from the 20ih of January to the 
1th July, the present year, amonnts to 819,751. 15, be- 
ing $6,244 33 more than Were received during the 
same period last year, T'he Atrieun Repository says: 
vam m n similar increase. be reulized for the remain- 
der of the present year, the board will be able to enrry 
ou the Sieur business of the soeiety. and do mach 
toward the extinguishment of the old debt, it not to 
cancel it entirely.” 

Corron. Charleston, July 1T. More inquiry for 
the urtele. Sales 2,040 bales at 8. to 10) cents.—Sre 
forcign items. 

Dr. McNevin “the companion of Emmet 


DeratTus, 


in the attempted revolution ot Ireland, long years ago, | 


and in the subsequent imprisonment and exile with 
wineh that attempt was punished," died at New York, 
where he had became eminent in. the practice ob me- 


P 
iene. on Monday the 12h inst. in the 79th year of 
his age. 

Robert. Raymond Ried, late governor of. Florida, died 
at Tallahassee, on the 24d instant, of congestive fe- 
ver. He has been in some measure identified. with 
the “rise and pragress" of that territory, and before 
his emigration thither held important offices in the state 
of Georgia. 

ERE warsor. The Erie Observer of the 3d instant 
says, the schooner Experiment, captain Dowus, sailed 
from this port on Monday evening last fer Providence, 
Rhode: Island, laden with passengers, oats, &c. It 
| may perhaps appear alittle strange to our readers for 
us to state that vessels leave our beautiful harbor for 
ports en the Atlantic; but strange as it may appear, 
yet it is a fact, and the time is not far distant, when we 
will see vessels, in the port of Presque Island, that 
have sailed across the Atlantic. At Buffalo, captain 
Downs intends to take down the masts of his vessel 
and pass through the New York and Erie canal to the 
Hudson. [Phil. Sent. 


Fine. The Huntsville Democrat reports the de- 
struction by fire, of the bell factory in Madison coun- 
ty, Ala, owned by Messrs. Pattou, Donnegan & Co. 
together with about 100 bales of cotton. ‘The loss es- 
ümated at from thirty to forty thousand dollars. 


Froripa. Itis believed that the five different de- 
tachments which cot. Worth has directed to visit va- 
rious places in Florida, will be the means of breaking 
up the planting grounds and strong holds of the hostile 
Indians. 

Coucoochee and his band, who, our readers may re- 
collect, were enptnred some time since, and sent to 
New Orleans, have been reconducted, by the orders 
of colonel Worth, to Flarida, where itis contemplated 
| touse him in the future conduct of the war. 


Four. There were 6,333 bbls and 840 half bbls. 
inspected last. week in Balumore—prices range from 
$5 62 to $5 75. 

At Cincinnati $4. 


THE HOUSE OF commons, of Great Britain, consists of 
645 members. 


LiGHTNING Rops SHOULD NOT BE PAINTED. All the 
metals are good conductors of electrieity. Oilis a non- 
condnetor. 


McLeop casr. By the decision of the supreme court 
of New York, inserted in this nuniber of the Register, 
the prisoneris remanded fur a jury trial. We learn 
‘that the idea of appealing frum the decision of the su- 
| preme court to the court for the correction of errors, 
has been abandoned, and that the ease on the applica- 
tion ef the prisoner's counsel, is removed to Oneida, 
where the prisoner is now in. custody, n waiting his trial 
by a jury of that county. The trial is to take place in 
September next. 


Menacertes., An English paper states that the 
owner of an ambulating menagene lately caleulated 
that ifall the feromons animals which are now confined 
in Europe were let loose in an immense forest, it would 
contain 325 lions, 259 tigers, 102 leopards, 270 pan- 
thers, 67 elephants, 10. rhinoceroses, 2.700 wolves, 77 
ratile snakes, 216 boa constricters, 1,040 hyenas, and 
96 crocodiles. 


MipsmruEN. Numerous applications to the depart- 
ment tor appointments continue to be made, notwith- 
standing the fact has been made public, that the corps 
was filled to overflawing previous to the 4th March 
last, and that consequently ne vacancies exist, 


New Yoak; statistics OF THE CITY, A new busi- 
ness directory gives the following as among the most 
numerous trades and professions in New York: Com- 
mission merchants about 500; importers (59 classes) 
50D; grocers 550; lawyers 596; brokers, (27 classes) 
| 814; anetioneers 59; hotels 58; porter honses 164; re- 
storators. 70; hardware dealers 61; hide and leather 
| dealers 42; booksellers and publishers 64; newspapers 
15; periodicals 64; printers 56; druggists 83; hatters 
! 65; tailors 175; hair dressers 62. 


Poraro pusinrss. New England with a territory 
scarcely ns large as our county of Appling, produces, 
according to the late census, 34,435,831 bushels “Insh” 
| potatoes anumally! Where do they find room, in that 
; little country, to pile them en? Phirty-fonr nullions? 
only think! ` At twenty cents a bushel, (they are worth 
here a dollar and a halt) the potato erop of littl New 
England amounts to over seven millions of dollars! 
Probably more than the entire cotton crop of Georgia 
for the last year, for ten cents a pound! Besides this, 
the same New England makes, one year with another, 
it seems, 2,182,962 bushels of wheat, and 18,195,929 
bushels of ether cran—whiel, at fifty cents a bushel, 
amounts to upwards of ten millions of dollars! ffow 
many bushels of wooden nutniezs, hein gun flints, 
poplar hams, &c. these same enterprising chaps have 
inade, the census does not inforn us. 
[Macon (Gu.) Telegraph. 
| PnesmENTMAL. A meeting was held in the county 
of Philadelphia on Monday 12d instant whieh recom- 
mended general Cass, as u candidate for the presi- 
dency. 
| Renaway SLAVE AFFAIR. Yesterday the bark Ka- 
zam Beekie, master, arrived here from Mobile, with a 
lee who had stowed himself away on board, un- 
kuown to the officers and men, 'The owners of the 
vessel, Messrs. A. & C. Cunningham, forthwith sued 


the fugitive gentemar. for his passage, which they 
charged at seventy dollars, and had him arrested for 
that amount by constable Clapp, who committed him 
to jail. The colored peaple got wind of the matter, 
and manifested some excitement about it, which ter- 
minated in their peaceably bailing hin oat. fn the 
meantime, too, the abolitionists were on the qui vive, 
and 5. E. Sewall, esq. obtaincd a writ of habeas cor- 
pus to bring the slave before the supreme court to he 
released; but he had been bailed out before tbe officer, 
colonel Pratt, reached the jail with the supreme court 
precept. He has, therefore, nothing more to do than 
to rail road and steamboat it to Canada, and become 
one of queen Victoria's loving subjects. { Bost. Post. 


STEAM BRIDGE. The St. Lonis Argus describes the 
following: “A striking use of the steam engine has been 
adopted at Portsmouth, Missouri. Itisa floating bridge, 
seventy fcet long, and sixty feet wide, impelled by two 
engines of twenty horse power, and making the passage 
(2,200 feet) at the speed of about 350 feet a minute. 
The bridge draws, with all its machinery, but two feet. 
This capital invention will naturally supersede the 
awkward contrivances of bridges of boats on the great 
European rivers, and will not improbably obviate the 
formidable expense of building bridges, and must great- 
ly facilitate communication in colonies and new settle- 
ments in every part of the world.” 


Sreauswies. The Britannia left Boston on Saturday, 
carrying 91 passengers, of whom 29 were for Hahfax; 
she carried alse 20,000 letters and 12,000 papers. . She 
passed the Caledonia off Castle Island, in Boston harbor. 


Stocks. United States bank shares at New York, 
Ii; Indiana 5's $27,000 at 56257. 


SvcA&. Some of the spirited planters of Cuba are 
taking steps to improve the quahty of the sugar cane. 
A company has contributed the requisite amount to 
send a vessel of 400 tons burthen to Otaheite to bring 
a eargo of the cane indigenous to thatisland for plant- 
ing out in Cuba. 


Suicrpes IN France. It appears from an official do- 
cument recently published, that the number of suicides 
in France increases each year. In the vear 1839, they 
amounted to 2,747, beng 161 more than in 1538, 303 
more than in 1837, and 407 more than in 1836. The 
department of the Scine figures for 456, nearly one- 
fifth of the entire, 633 females are returned among the 
suicides. Each period of life, from infancy to old age, 
has puid its tribute to this malady. There are two 
childreu from three to nine years of age, two ofeleven, 
one of twelve, two af thirteen, throe of fourteen, nine 
of fifteen, 147 of sixteen to twenty-one, 335 of sixty, 
189 of seventy and forty-one of eighty. The means 
most frequently used to destroy life, are submersion 
and strangulation. 958 individuals drowned themselves. 
159 suffocated themselves with the fumes of charcoal, 
which appears to be the principal mode resorted to by 
the Parisians. 


Sun STROKE. An eminent physician at New Or- 
leans avers his belief that sun stroke kills by apoplexy 
of the lungs, and not of the brains in which opinion. he 
has been confuümed by every dissection he has made 
within the last two years. 


Tra panty. On Thursday afternoon last, at 5 o'clock, 
the farmers, mechanics and ladies assembled in the lot 
of the Misses Osborn,in Pleasant street. Abont 41,200 
invitations were given out, which called forth the tar- 
mer and his hire, the mechanie and his apprentice, 
and all, as far as possible, to join in a purely demo- 
orarie and "right down good time." So it was; a bean- 
tiful day and delightful spot were selected; a good hand 
of music employed; an abundance of cake and lemon- 
ade provided; and abont 800 ladies and gentlemen col- 
lected to enjoy these perquisites to ploasnre. After sun- 
set, a procession numbering about 400 was formed, 
which proceeded to the ‘Town Hall to pass off the rc- 
mainder of the evening m a dance. 

[Northampton Courier. 


Toracco. Our last quotations of this article are fully 
sustained by recent operations. The demand is active. 
The inspections of the last week in. Baltiinore compris- 
ed 353 Maryland, 382 Ohio, 7 Virginia and 10 Ken- 
tocky—total 752, 


TaAvELLING. The number of passengers between 
New York and Philadelphia in a year amounts to near- 
ly 200,000. The stale of New Jersey has derived 
$30,000 from a tax of ten cents on each passenger. 


WATERFORD, Saratoga county, New York. A fire 
which onginnted in a small building for storeing lime 
in, in this village on Sunday afternoon Jith instant, 
raged for three hours with such fury as to consume 
seventy er eighty buildings, fifty of them dwelling 
houses, besides the Episcopal ehureh, Academy, the 
Mansion house, and Saratoga County bank. Loss es- 
timated at $150,000. 


. WarrmixG rLAcEs. Saratoga has a large number of 
visiters, and the hotels are erowdcd with gay and fash- 
ionable people. 


Waren iw Loxpon, The quantity of water daily 
supplied by the eight different water eompunies of 


London in 1833.4 was 21,110,555 imperial gallons: 
furnishing each individual of its population, a daily 


supply of abont ten gallons of this chief article of life, 

Wnurar. New Maryland wheat brought $1 25, and 
üew Virginia red $1 15, in Baltimore market last Satur- 
day. 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
COMPARATIVE POWER IN TIE NEW SPHERE OF WAR. 

Brilish war sleamers. According to the navy list 
for the 1st ol April, the following ts the number of 
steam vessels in her majesty’s service at that pe- 
riod:—Steamers afloat on the high seas 78, of which 
25 are mail packets at various stations; steamers 
afloat on the lakes of Canada, 4; steainers building, 
22; general total, 104, of which several were above 
300 horse pnwer, and a greater nuber above 200. 

French war sleamers, According to tlie budget 
of tlie marine for 1342, the number of French war 
steamers is fixed at about 34 afloat, of which only 
5 are of 220 horse power, and none above. 

Le Rockefurti states that, unusual activity has 
of late been displayed at the naval arsenal of Roche- 
foit in fitting out ships of war. Besides the ships 
ofthe line L'Iuflexible and the frigate La Gloire, 
the steain frigate Gomer, which was only commenc- 
ed iu January last, is nearly completed. Le Roche- 
Jortin adds that this immense Ingate is 27 feet lon- 
ger than the Hercules of 100 guns, and the distance 
between her mizen peak and the point of her jib- 
boom is 320 feet, which is equal te the height of 
the pillar in the Place Vendome placed upou the ba- 
lustrade of the towerof Notre Dame. Li will regure 
64 tons of coal per day to animate this colossus — 
After the Gomer is finshed, four large steamboats 
01 450 horse power will be commenced, aud after- 
wards the Cescartes, Monge aud Infernal, in all, 
nine steam hiigates. Two brigs, the Papillon and 
Messenger, aud the cutter Le Rbin, will be launch- 
ed at the same time as the Goraer. 

Russian steamers. Late advices from St. Peters- 
burg say there are now aflvat on the Neva, 3-tsteato 
vessels, ol whish 15 belong to the crown, and the 
rest to companies or individuals. 

Launch of the Trafalgar, The anniversary of the 
battle of Trafalgar, was commemorated by the 
launch of one ol the finest war ships ever built in| 
the dock-yards cf England, at Woolwich, in the 
presence of the queen. A ship launch is always 
a favorite spectacle with English siglit-seers; and 
the new vessel being one of the largest in Ihe fist 
class of line-ol-battle ships, rated as 120 guns, but 
actually mounting more, the occasion was one of 
rarity and importance. The concourse was nume- 
rons beyond all precedent. 

Looking downward to the keel, and npward to 
the bulwarks, the Beight of the vessel was tremen- | 
dons. The ship, as we have said, is registered to 
cany 120 guns; tts length from figure head to stein 
is 246 feet 2inches; extreme breadth 55 feet 7 in- 
ches; depth of the hold 22 feet 2 inches; its burden 
upward of 2,721 tons [old measurement]; its height 
64 feet I1 inches. On the poop were crowded the 
survivers of the battle of Trafalgar, commanded by 
lieutenant Rivers; and the row of their weather- 
beaten, wrinkled vissages, topped with tliree-cor- 
niered hats that became thein as well as oak-wreatlis 
would have done, looked like a quaint ornamental 
studding to the sides. 

Opening throughout of the Great Western railway. 
This maguificeut railway is opened throughout the 
line between London aud Bristol, 120 miles. From 
Biisto! to Bridgewater lias been so for some weeks. 
‘Khe Gieat Western railway woul have heen open- 
ed long since, but for the tunnel through Box-hill, 
[six miles from Bath}, which is ncaily three miles 
Mn length, principally cut through stone. The dif- 
ficult, and danger of forming this monster tunnel 
were looked upon as so gieat, that for some time no 
ene could be feund to undertake the work, and it 
was at one period intended to carry the railway 
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of the powers of human intellect and industry. Be- | aud a discussion on the validity of this oath occu- 


tween Bristol and Bath alone, a distance of about 
twelve miles, there are six tunuels some of them of 
grgut length. The summit of the level of the whole 
life is at Swindon, 76 railes from London, aud 275 
feet above the termiuus at Bristol} * In February, 
1836, the works were commenced, the original esti- 
mate of which was two millions and a half sterling; 


| but the actual outlay has been more than double 


that amount—upwuards of twenty millions of dollars. 
The distance from London to Bridgewater is to be 
achieved in five and a half hoors, and persons will 
be able to travel from London to Bristol in about 
lour bours—120 miles. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and 
with the adviceand consent of the senate. 
Burgess S. Gaither, superintendent of the branch 
mint at Charlotte, North Carolina. 
United States attornies. 
Cornelius Darragh, western distiict of Penn. 
Return J. Meigs, iniddle district of Tennessee. 
Charles Chapman, district of Conaeclicut. 
John Holmes, district of Maine. 
Charles Davis, district of Vermont. 
Balie Peyton, eastern district of Louisiana. 
Joshua A. Spencer, northern district of N. York. 
Justin Butterfield, district of Illinois. 
Franklin Dexter, district of Massachusetts. 
Thomas W. Sutberlaud, district of Wisconsin. 
United States marshals. 
Israel W. Kelley, district of New Hampshire. 
Sylvester Hartshorne, district of Rhode Island. 
Thomas B. Johuson, district of Iowa. 
John D. Kinsman, district of Maine. 
William H. Russell, district of Missouri. 
Silas M. Stillwell, southern district of N. York. 
Anderson Miller, southern district ot Mississippi. 
Thomas W. Newton, district of Arkansas. 
John B. Eldredge, district of Connecticut. 
John G. Camp, middle district of Florida. 
OFFICERS OF THE cUsTOMS— Cullectors. 
William H. Allen, New Bedtord, Massachusetts. 
Thomas H. Bond, Oswego, New Yak. 
Surveyors. 
Peleg Aborn, Pawfuxet, Rhode Island. 
Samuel Atkinson, Wheeling, Virginia. 
Dennis M. Williams, Nottingham, Maryland. 


Dirromatic. The Russian minister Mr. Bonis- 
co, is about to quit this country with his young 
American wife, having received an appointment to | 
the couit of Vienna. 

The Austrian minister, Mr. MARESCHAL, also 
leaves us, for the court of the young queen of Por- 
tugal. 

Bounoary LINE BETWEEN TEXAS AND THE 
U. SrATEs. “Through the politeness of a gen- 
tleman, one of the engineering corps, we learn that 
the coiomissianers who have, for some time, been 
engaged in running the boundary line between the 
U. States and the Texan repuhlic, completed their 
appointment atthe north end on Thursday, tlie 24th 
ultimo. The line strikes Red river one mile and a 
half above the White Oak shoals, near Mr. David 
Lloyd's, on range 23, about fifty yards below range 
29, The timber has been cut about ten feet on 
each side of the line, making an opening of twen- 


ty feet the whole length of the line; mounds have 
also been raised at every wile, five feet high.” 
[.2rkansas Stute Gaz. 


Tue Mexican commission. The Madisonian 
says that the board of commissioners appointed un- 
der the convention oi the Ilth of April, 1839, be- 
tween the United States and Mexico, to adjust 
certain claims ot citizens of the former against the 
latter, have been in session in Washington abont 
one year. The board consists of fonr commission- 
ers, two on each side, their secretaries and an win- 
pire. A report from the American commissioners, 
of the progress and condition of the commission, 
under date of the 26th of May last, addressed to the 
president, has been called out and published by or- 
der of the senate. From this it appears thal great 
ditferences of opinion have arisen between the two 


pied the board a week. Then a discussion arose 
upon the rnles of proceeding, which occupied the 
board seven weeks—the Mexican commissioners 
pretending that the two governments were the par- 
ties litigant, that no claimant should be allowed to 
come before them, and that no doenment would be 
received by thei uuless it came through the depait- 
ment of state. The American commissioners were 
compelled to yield, after long but vain opposition, 
to these unjust roles of proceeding. Owing to the 
great delay occasioned by the difficulties raised by 
the Mexican commissioners, it was not until the 
28th day af December, 1840, that the first case 
came before the board for a hearing on its merits. 
The denial of access to the claimauts, and the cir- 
cuitous method of obtaining proofs, and the whole 
course of the Mexicans have embarrassed all the 
proceedings, and tended very much to biing the 
convention to nought. One of the claimants, Mr. 
Santangelo, has published a pamphlet, in which the 
proceedings of the convention are strongly objected 
to, and the conduct of the Mexican coumnnissioncrs 
particularly censured. 

The following cases have been brought to a hear- 
ing and awards made by the board in favor of the 
claimants, since January last: 


Peter Harmony, $11,129 


J. J. Astor & Son, New York, 37,661 
Boardman & Pape, Boslon, 37,661 
Hetty Green, Key West, 16,941 
Samuel Chew, Philadelphia, 18,291 
Sinith Thompson, New Haven, 2,093 
Theodore Dacoing, 2,450 
Francis R. Arnold, and others, 54,082 
Ratelife Hicks, Rhode Island, 15,452 
Richard J. Arnold, da. 7.726 
J. Nicholson, arar. of A. L. Duncan, 188,324 
Louisa Livingston, ex'x. of E. Livingston, 43.219 
Jno. K. West, 43,652 
W. H. Siins and wife, 22,439 


Total, $503.38 1 

Eleven other cases have been discussed and sent 
to the umpire with the arguments pro and con, as 
far back as May. Only one claim has been re- 
jected, but a nutober have been laid aside or sus- 
pended, some because they are not among the class 
that lawfully come before the board, and others 
becanse additional documents and explanations are 
wanting. “A large number of cases," it is judg- 
ed, are yet ta be subinitted lor examination, so 
that there seems to be no immediate prospect of 
the sitting of the board being brought to conclusion. 

The American commissioners are, William L. 
Marcy and John Rowan; the Mexican, Senores 
Joaquin Velasquez de Leon and Pedro Fernandez 
del Castillo, 

THE FORTIFICATION BILL passed on Tuesday 
in the house of representatives, by the decisive 
vote of 118 to 66. We copy from the National Iu- 
tellizeucer, the bill. 

A bil! making appropriations for fortifications, 
for otdnauce, and for preventing and suppressing 
Indian liostilities. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of represen- 
talives of the United Slates of imerica in cong: ess 
assembled, That the following sums be, and the 
same are hereby appropriated, to be paid out of 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriat- 
ed, namely: 

For repairs of Westhead battery, Governor's Is- 
land, Boston harbor, five thousard dollars. 

For repairs of Southeast battery, Governor's [s- 
land, Boston harhor, five thousand dollars. 

For repairs of Foit Independence and sea-wall af 
Castle Island, Boston haibor, sixty-five thousand 
dollars. 

For Fort Warren, Boston harbor, one hundred 
and five thousand dollars. 

Far repairs of Old Fort at New Bedford barbor, 
five thousand dollars. j 

For Fort Adams, Newport haibor, forty-five 
thousand dollars. 

Foi foitifieations in New London harbor—re- 
bnilding of Fort Trumbull, Connecticut, tbirty five 
thousand dollare. 
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For repairs of old Fort Griswold, New London 
harbor, Connecticut, ten thonsand dollars. 

For completing repairs of Fort Niagara, New 
York, and erecting and repairing necessary build- 
ings therein, twenty thousand dollars, — 

For completing repairs of Fort Ontario, Oswego, 
New York, and erecting necessary buildings there- 
in, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For Fort Schuyler, New York harbor, seventy 
thousand dollars. 

For repairs of Fort Woud and sea-wall, Bed- 
low’s island, New York harbor, fifty thousand dol. 
lara. 

For permanent walls for Fort Columbus, Castle 
William and South Battery, Governor's island, New 
YXork harbor, twelve tliousand dollars. 

For repairs of sea-wall of Castle William aud 
other parts of Governor's island, seven tbonsand 
delars. : 

For Fort Delaware, Delaware river, provided the 
title to the Pea Patch island shall be decided to be 
in the United States, including twenty-two thon- 
sand seven hundred and seventy dollars carried to 
the surploa fond, Jaunary 1, 1841, (ilty thousand 
dollars, 

For repairing forts at Annapalis harbor, Mary- 
land, five thousand dollars. 

For repairs of Fort Washinglon, Potomac river, 
thirty-five thousand dollars. 

For Fort Monroe, Old Point Comfort, Virginia, 
one hundred and fifteen thousand dollars. 

For repairs of. forts Caswell and Johnson, and 
preservation of the site of the former, at the mouth 
of Cape Fear river, North Carolina, five thousand 
dollars. 

For Fort Sumter, Charleston harbor, South Caro- 
lina, filteen thousand dollars. 

For commencing dike to Drunken Dick shoal, 
for preservation of Snilivan’s island, and site of Fort 
Mouttrie, Charleston harbor, South Carolina, thirty 
thousand dollars. 

For Fort Pulaski, Savannah river, Georgia, thir- 
ty-five thousand dollars. i 

For repairs of Fort Marion, St. Augustine, Flo- 
rida, twenty thonsand dollars. 

For continuing sea-wall at St. Augustine, Flori- 
da, five thousand dollars. 

For Fort Pickens, Pensacola harbor, Florida, 
twenty thousand dollars. 

For Fort Barrancas, Pensacola harbor, Florída, 
forty-five thonsand dollars. à 

For Fort Morgan, Mobile point, Alabama, forty 
thousand dollars. 

For Fort Livingston, Barrataria bay, Louisiana, 
thirty thousand dollars. 

For repairs of other forts on the approaches to 
New Orleans, Lonisiana, fifty thousand dollars. 

For contingencies of fortifications, fifteen thou- 
sand dollars. 

For incidental expenses, attending repairs of for- 
tifications, fifty-five thousand five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it fuither enacted, That the fol- 
lowing sums be, aud are hereby, appropriated in 
like manner: 

For enrrent expenses of ordnance service, twen- 
ty five thousand dollars. 

For pnrehase of ordnance and ordnance stores, 
seventy-five thousand dollars. 

For armameut of fortifications, one hundred thau- 
aand dollars. 

For porchase of saltpetre and brimstone, twenty 
thonsand dollars. 

Section 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
following sums be in like manner appropriated: 

For preventing and suppressing Indian hostili- 
ties, viz: 

For balance required, in addition to the sum ap- 
plicable out of the amount appropriated at the last 
session of congress, for arrearages of pay due Flo- 
rida inilitia called into service by the governor of 
the territory in eighteen hundred and torty, nine- 
teen thousand three hundred and eighty-eight dol. 
lars and two cents. 

For arrearages of pay due Florida militia, com- 
inanded by brigadier general Reed, for six months 
in the service of the United States, commencing 
November, eighteen hundred and forty, and termi- 
nating April, eighteen hundred and forty-one, two 
hundred and ninely-seven thousand two hundred 
and thirteen dollais and ninety-two cents. 

For arrearages of pay due to a battalion of Georgia 
militia, for services on the frontiers ot Georgia and 
Florida, in eighteen hundred and forty and eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, seventy eight thousand four 
hundred and ninety-five dollars and ninety two 
cents, 

For the quartermaster’s department, the sum of 
four hondred and torty thousand and forty dollars, 
that being the amonnt reqnired in addition to the 
amount appropriated at the last session of congresa; 
which last sums of money for preventing and sup- 


pressing Indian hostiljties are to be expended un- 
der tbe direction of the secretary of war, conforma- 
bly to the acts of congress of the 19th of March, one 
thonsand eight hundred and thirty-six, and the acts 
therein referred to. à 

THE ARMY., 

St. Augustine, July 16. Yesterday the flag at St. 
Francis’ barracks was suspended # half fest, and 
half-hour guna were fired from Forf Marion, in tri- 
bute to the late commander-in-chief, gen. MadÜinb. 

Major Churchill, major Mapes, and eapt. Heint- 
zelman, United States army arrived in town on 
Sunday last. These officers together with captain 
Crossman, who bad previously arrived, canstitute 
a board for the examination of claims, and imme- 
diately entered upon their official duties. jor 
Churchill president, and Mr. Tolle, recorder of the 
board. 

GENERAL ORDERS, No 34. 
Head quanters of the army, adj. gen. office, 
Washington, June 22, 1841. 

I. The attention of the president of the United 
States has been called to the case of captain G. C. 
Hutter, of the 6th regiment of iufantry, recently 
tried by a general court martial, and, under sentence 
thereof, reprimanded in orders, and required to join 
his company in Florida. Instead of complying 
with said order, the captain, atter communicating 
to the department of war his dissatislaction at the 
proceedings of the general-in-chief in his case, ex- 
pressed his intention to go, aud has actually pro- 
ceeded from Lynchburg, Virginia, to St. Louis, 
Missouri, for the transaction of some private busi- 
ness, Without asking authority therefor, and has for 
two months been absent trom his regiment without 
leave and without reporting himself ta the proper 
authority. 

After a carefn]. consideration of the whole sub- 
ject, the president, seeing no palhation for this 
open dereliction of duty, contempt of authority, 
and disobedience of a positive order on the part of 
captain Hutter, deems it due to the publie interest, 
and necessary to the maintenance ot discipline, that 
he should be dropped from the rolls of the army. 
Accordingly captain Hutter will cease to be an offi- 
cer from the date of this order. 

Il. First lieut. R. C. Asheton, adjutant of the 
2d regiment of dragoons, having obtained a short 
leave of absence on lalse pretences, being now ab- 
sent without anthority, and under circumstances 
which show conelnsively his intention was to desert 
from his regiment, and having, moreover, embez- 
zled publie and private funds in his trust for dis- 
hursement and safe keeping, is, by direction of the 
president of the United States, dismissed from the 
service with disgrace. 

By order of Alexander Macomb, major general com- 
manding-ta-chief. L. THOMAS, 
Assistant adjutant general. 
THE NAVY. 

A slip from the office of the Norfolk Beacon, da- 
ted July 24, 7 P. M. has the following: 

“The U. S. sloop of war Fairfield, commander 
Tatnall, came up from Hampton Roads to-day and 
anchored otf Lambert’s Point, (wind and tide being 
ahead) where she fired a salute, which was answer- 
ed from the Pennsylvania, bearing the broad pen- 
nant of com. Morris. We learn that she is coming 
up for the purpose of having some alteraticn made 
in ber cabin for the accommodation of capt Mor- 
gan, who will proceed to the Mediterranean in her. 

The U.S. sloop of war Cyane, at present lying 
at the navy yard at Gosport, was put in commission 
to-day. Commander James Armstrong has been 
appointed to her command. We understand her 
officers and crew joined her to-day. Her destina- 
tion is supposed to be the Brazil station. 

The U.S. ship of the line Delaware, bearing the 
broad pennant of com. Morris, remaius in Hampton 
Roads. Coin. Morris has not yet reached here." 

The U. S. frigate Macedonian and the U.S. sloop 
of war Warren, of the West [ndia squadion, were 
spoken off Charleston on the 18th instant. They 
were bound north, 

The Vernon at Boston from Buenos Ayres, re- 
orts the U. S. schooner Enterprise, sailed thence 
Jay 25, for Montevideo and Rio Janeiro. 

Ship Kremlin, formerly of Boston, purchased by 
the Buenos Ayres government, for a ship ot war, 
was named the “Twenty fifth ot May," and was to 
mount 28 guns, 18 and 21 pounders,’ 

U.S. ship Preble, commander Voorhees, was at 
Marseilles, June 25, for Mahon next day, and 
thence to Gibraltar. 

From the Pacific. Advices from Lima have heen 
received by the New York Journal of Commerce by 
wav of Chagres. 

‘Nhe U. S. frigate Constitution, captain Daniel 
Turner, was at Lima on the 20th May and would 


sail for the United States in the beginning of July. 
The sloop of war Yorktown, capt. Anlick, is near- 
ly ready for sea, bound for ihe Sandwich, Society 
and Friendly Islands and New Zealand; the U. 8. 
sloop of war “Dale” capt. Gaunt was at Lima, bnt 
expected shortly to take a cruise to leeward, per- 
haps as far as Guayaquil. The U. S. schooner 
Shark, lieut. comdt. Bigelow, is on a cruise to Pay- 
ta, Guayaquil, &c. e 
We learn that the U. S. ship Delaware 74, bear- 
ing the broad pennant of commodore Morris, is ex- 
pected to arrive in Annapolis Roads forthwith. 


THE CONTEST FOR TRADE, 

In proof of the position which we assumed in the 
Register, of the 17th instant, of tbe approach of a 
trying contest with the most powerful goveinment 
upon earth lor our fair share of (he trade of the 
world, we refer our readers to three several aiticles 
contained in the present number. ‘he first of these 
is the report of the committee of the house of re- 
presentatives upon naval affairs. The committee 
have attended almost exclusively to the belligerent 
aspect of the facts they exhibit. lu that aspect 
they are sufficiently imposing to awaken the peo- 
ple of this country toa sense of what is required 
for the safety of their lives and property. But that 
is an uncertain, and we sincerely hope, a remote con- 
tingency, though it is one for which the country 
onght to be prepared, as heing the very best and 
cheapest method vt averting it. 

But the facts contained in the report alluded to, 
viewed in another aspect, exhibit an immedi- 
ate—we had like to have said inevitable danger to 
the trade and commerce of this conntry, which re- 
quires instant and the most efficient measures 
to counteract. Itisa giant grasp that the British 
government are in the act of making for a monopo- 
ly of the intercourse between the various sections 
of the globe. We have not space to devote to re- 
marks of our own upon the subject at present, and 
therefore simply direct the attention of our readers 
to the document referred to, and to the following 
extraet which we take from the New Orleans BEE, 
which reached us by the last mail, as illustrating 
the facts to which special attention should be di- 
rected. 

“The Royal Mail Steam Packet company. The 
following account ot the Royal Mail Steam Packet 
company and their steamers, which in the course of 
a few months are to touch at this city twice every 
month outwards, and as olten inwards, has been com- 
municated to us from an authentic source, and can- 
not fail to prove interesting to our readers. 

The capital of the company is £1,500,000 in 
15,000 shares of £100 each. The direction of the 
company is placed in the hands of the most emi- 
nent merchants in Loudon. The company is incor- 
porated under a royal character from the crown, and 
for the express purpose of performing the public 
service of carrying the mails between England and 
a large portion of the western world. By their ehar- 
ter the company cannot own any vessel but such 
as are engaged under contract with the government, 
nor can they go to any port or place save those to 
which under such contracts they may be directed 
to proceed, The present contract extends to a pe- 
riod of ten years trom the time of starting, and the 
remuneration is £240,000 per annum during peace, 
to be increased 25 per cent. sliould war arise. The 
mails on board of every steamer will be under the 
immédiate charge of an officer of the royal navy 
appointed by the adiniralty and acting under their 
express authority. To distinguish them (rom men 
of war, and at the same time to keep thein under the 
denomination of national vessels, they will carry a 
particular British post office flag. 

The steamers appropriated for this gigantic ser- 
vice are 14 in number, about 450 horse power and 
1,500 tons bnithen each. Of these, twelve will be 
constantly in active service with a spare steamer in 
England. and one in this quarter of the world. 
They are all constructed of equal power and size in 
order that such may be able to take in its turn the 
loug voyage to England, by which means each will 
return to that country twice every year, and thus 
whatever repairs may become necessary may be 
readily and easily made. They are inteuded chiefly 
to carry passengers. Each cabin passenger will 
have a separate beith, six feet and a half in length, 
by seven and cight feet in height and neatly fitted 
up and furnished. There will be a separate state 
room and cabin for ladies, and the berths are so con- 
structed that two can be thrown into one for the con- 
venienee of families. Each vessel will contain 
about one hundred such berths; the whole properly 
aired and ventilated. Each vessel will carry one 
large gun on the stern, and perhaps two upon deck. 
The vessels and machinery are built and constructed 
by the most skillful and experienced architects aud 
engineers of Great Britain. ‘They are a liltle larger 
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than the vessels in Cunard’s line, and may conse- 
quently be expected to perform their voyages with 
equal if not greater eelerity, espeeially when it is 
considered that by far the greater portion of their 
work will be done in a milder and inore settled cli- 
mate than the north. 

The combination under which these steamers are 
io work, embraces a regular conveyance backwards 
and forwards twice every month, with every port 
and place, iasnlar and continental, from Surinam on 
the east, to the bottom of tlie Galf of Mexico on the 
west, and from Halifax by New York on the north, 
to Chagres on the south—the whole work on given 
points; so that there is no delay whatever in the 
transmission of the mails either ontwarés or in- 
wards, lor as one steamerarrives at any given point, 
one or more are ready to start on other lines of the 
corabination. 

In the transmission of the mails no more time is 
occupied at any place, than is sufficient to exchange 
inails and passengers. The eourse outwards from 
Europe to this port, is by Madeira, (prooably also 
Corunna), Barbadoes, St. Thomas, Porto Rico and 
Havana. The time calculated to aecomplish it in- 
eluding stoppages, is 253 days. The course to Eng- 
land is by Havana, Nassau and Fayal. The time 
from New Orleans to London will be 22 days; but 
should the steamers perform their work at the ave- 
rage rates of Cunard's line, the time between New 
Orleans and London, both outwards and inwards, 
will be nearly two days less eitber way. At Nassau 
the great line is connected with North America, and 
it also connects all North America with the whole 
of the West Indies, including the coast of South 
America and the Gulf of Mexico. A sailing vessel 
connects Madeira with Fayal. From New Oileans 
to New York, by Havana and Nassau, will occupy 
froin 8 to 9 days each way. From New Orleans to 
St. Thomas will require 8 days; from St. Thomas to 
New Orleans, 7 days; from New Orleans to. Barba- 
does, 10 days, and irom Barbadoes to New Oileans, 
9 to 93 days; from New Orleans to Laguayra, the 
same period, and so on, i equal proportions, 
throughout the wide extended combination. 

The course of the steamers throngliont the diffe- 
rent lines is so timed that answers to letters can be 
received with perfect regularity, and with the nt- 
most possible despatch. On the arrival of the Eu- 
ropean steamer at Havana, all the mails which had 
come up from North America are there received, 
‘wo steamers immediately start trom the Havana; 
one proceeds to New Orleans with the outward tail. 
Thence she goes to Tampico and Vera Cruz and 
taking in the return mails, proceeds back to Havana. 
The other leaves Havana tor Vera Cruz and Tam- 
pico with the outward mails, and froin the latter 
place to New Orleans where she takes up all the re- 
turn mails, and carries thet to Havana where she 
arrives at the same time with the other steamer, and 
where a steamer is ready to start to bear the whole 
to the connecting point of Nassau, when the mails 
proceed northward to North America, eastward to 
Europe, and southward to the West Indies. ft will 
be readily pereeived that by this arrangement abun- 
dance of time is atforded in every place for replies 
to letters. 

We have conversed with the commissioner who 
bas been appointed by the company and the govern- 
ment to make the neeessary preparations for com- 
mencing this extended service. He informs us that 
every government and the authorities of every colo- 
ny, British and foreign, from Surinam to the Mis- 
sissippi, have most readily and chee: fully acquiesced 
iu fhe views and wishes of the Biitish governineat 
and company, by agreeing to consider the steamers 
as national vessels, to be consequently exempt from 
all port charges and cnstom house dues and regula- 
tions: and in permitting them to arriveand deposite, 
land aud receive mails, passengers and specie at 
their pleasure. 

The agent has politely furnished us’ with the 
names of the gentlemen comprising the direction of 
the company. They are the following: John İr- 
ving M. P. chairman, Andrew Colville, vice ehair- 
man, James Cavan, Thomas Baring, Henry David- 
son, P. Maxwell Stewart, John Erving, jan. Robt. 
Catesworth, William Marshall, George Brown, 
Russel Ellice and George Hilbert.” 

Such are the ontlines of the British project for 
monopolizinz intercourse along our own Atlantic 
vicinity, in addition to that alieudy established by 
Canard’s line. 

One other extract, bearing upon the subject be- 
fore us, must suffice for the present. Itis trom a 
letter which we find in the National fntellizencer, 
and has relation to similar intercourse upon the 
western eoast of this continent and throughont the 
great Pacific ocean. 

Talcahuano, March 20, 1841. 

My pear srr: As you did me the’ honor to ask 
me to write to you, I avail myselt of the present ino- 


ment to do so; and as you have always manifested 


so much interest in my plans, I will relate yon some 
ee of my success since my atrival in the Pa- 
cific. 

The first steamers, the “Peru” and “Chili,” of 
700 tons and nearly 200 horse power, reached this 
port after a voyage of 55 days at sea from London, 
passing through the straits of Magellan, only occu- 
pying thirty hours from sea to sea, affording thus 
another proof of the victorious power of steam. Al- 
though encountering at times severe weather, not 
the slighest aceident occurred to either ship or ma- 
chinery. The combination of steaming and sailing 
was beautifully demonstrated, and the speed of the 
ships under canvass alone, with merely a section of 
the paddle floats taken off, was fully equal to the 
lastest ships. 

Our steam operations commenced here under the 
most brilliant auspices. Nothing could exceed the 
interest manifested by the inliahitan!s. I first com- 
menced on a line of cost of fourteen hundred and 
filty miles, embracing no less than eleven ports ot 
importance, including Lima and Valparaiso. Such 
are the facilities afforded by the mildness of the sea, 
the boldness of the coast, the ease in which the ports 
are entered, that we accomplished the voyage in its 
full extent within two or three hours, and to the mi- 
nor and nearer ports in a less period. Perhaps no 
part of the world whose shores are bounded by any 
sea, offers such decided advantages for “steam” as 
this, and certainly no part of the world requires it 
more: voyages which were usually of twenty to 
thirty days are accomplished by the steamers in 
forty hours, and voyages of fifteen days are reduced 
to twenty-fonr hours. 

As proper mea-ures were not taken to secure a 
supply of coal from England, I have been obliged to 
stop until such supplies were forthcoming. En- 


couraged witli the hope of meeting coal iri the south | 


of Chili, adapted to steam purposes, I explored the 
country as far as Chiloe, where È fonud coal, but 
that which offered most advantage was in the bay 
of Talealinano; no mines had hitherto been worked, 
bat several cargoes had been taken superficially; 
here I commenced my labors. Without practical 
knowledge or the aid of science, I have opened no 
less than seven mines —have found the material ne- 
cessary for our purpases, and am now engaged 
taking out about fourteen tons per day at an ex- 
pense of two dollars per ton placed on board the 
steamer; its quality is in the proportion of sixteen 
tous to thirteen tons of English coal. iam now in 
hopes of finding another and lower stratum, and 
with this view È am sinking two shafts which give 
strong indications of betler coal. 1t 1 sueeeed, Í 
feel confident that f shall find coal fully equal to 
New Castle, if we draw a comparison between the 
first and second stratum, and that the quantity will 
be sufficient to supply all the steamers which may 
be required on this coast lor any period. This dis- 
covery of steam coal will, perhaps, be considered 
one of the most important events in the history of 
this country. [tis rather a singular coincidence 
that the coal discovered both on the eastern and 
western sides of the isthmus of Panama is of pre- 
cisely the same character as the coal of Talcahuano. 
I have sent'to the istlunus for some tons of this coal, 
and hope yet to derive our supplies from that souree, 
so far as may be required for that portion of our 
steaming. 

The litte of steam communication I propose fo ex- 
tend immediately as far as Guayaquil, ànd for the 
present the intercourse from thence will be by means 
of sailing packets once in twenty days. 

The western line of packets will, E hope, be soon 
commeneed to Australasia. Í tee] the greatest anxie- 
ty to see this intercourse established. For America 
I consider it as one of the most important points; it 
will make her the stepping stone between Europe 
and the eastern Archipelago. The Australian co- 
lonies of England will assume a position novel and 
of infinite valne to theii progress in civilization; the 
Anglo-Saxon race will occupy nearly all the vast 
inliabitable space embraced in their widely extend- 
ed branches, and the tide of intercourse will thus 
reach the shores of Japan and China, and be placed 
in the saine position as it regards onr western shores 
of tlie Pacific as Europe occupies as it regards our 
Atlantic states. 

| consider the establishment of steam navigation 
in the Pacific as the pioneer af these great events; 
the harrier that divides the two seas or oceans will 
soon disappear. f have ocenlar evidence that the 
junction ean be effected with infinitely less diffienl- 
ty than is imagined, 1 passed over (he isthmus on 
iny return to this country without overcoming a 
height of forty feet, and a distance of twenty-eight 
miles. This is but a barrier of straw when coinpar- 
ed to the vast results which will be produced. I 
sincerely hope that one of the first aets of the go- 
vernment will be to investigate this, to us inore (han 


to any other nation in the world, all important mat- 
ter. Our statesmen cannot bnt look forward to the 
period when our western Irontier will reach the 
Pacific, and when tlie population of the U. States 
reaches that coast, of what infinite value will a 
water cotainnnication through the isthmus of Pana- 
ma betous. It may perhaps be thought too specu- 
lative to indulge in such views; but when 1 reflect 
ihat twenty years only, the tiine which 1 resided on 
this coast, has witnessed one of the most important 
political and eommercial revolutions which has ever 
taken place, I cannot but view the period of these 
great changes to which I have relerred, as inuch 
nearer than we imagine. 


DUTIES ON AMERICAN TOBACCO BY THE GERMAN 
STATES. 

It appears from the correspondence called for by 
the senate, between the American minister at Ber- 
lin, and the authorities of the Prussian governinent, 
|that no modification of the existing duties levied on 
Auneriean tobacco in the German states of the cus- 
tom union is likely immediately to take place.— 
The present duty on our tabaeco ts enormonusly high, 
being $3 22 on the 100 Ibs. The policy of reduc- 
ing this duty was strongly urged by our minister 
andagent. “What we demanded,” says Mr. Whea. 
ton, **was, such a general reduction of the duty on 
the importation of all foreign unmannfactured to- 
| baceo into the states of the Germanie confederation 
of commerce and eustoms, as would bave the inci- 
dental effect of counteracting the unfavorable ope- 
ration of the present duty on tobacco in leaves and 
stems produced in the United States, in comparison 
with its operation upon the more valuable qualities 
| of leaf tobacco, imparted from the Spanish colonies 
jand the Sonth American states. It was upon the 
| sane grounds. that we had proposed a diserimina- 
tion between leaves and stems." Mr. Kuhlmeyer, 
director general of the Prussian customs, admitted 
that he should have no hesitation, if called upon to 
give it as his opinion, considering the qnestion in a 
financial point of view, that a considerable reduc- 
tion of the present duty on foreign raw tobaccoes 
might be made, without any injury to the revenues 
of the association. 

Mr Wheaton adds: 

“Mr. Kuhlmeyer concluded the conversation by 
remarking, that no change wonld be made in the 
existing tariff of the association during the present 
year, (unless under some speeial diplomatic arrange- 
ment with toreign powers), the tariff heing already 
seliled for the years 1840, 1841 and 1542; and the 
general triennial revision being to take place at the 
next congress, which is to meet at Stuattard, the ca- 
pital of the kingdom ol Wurteinburg, in June, 1842. 
He had, however, ascertained, during the present 
session of congress at Berlin, tbat the commissioners 
from the southern states of Germany, supposed to 
be most interested in the cultivation of the native 
| plant, had no insuperable objections to a reduction 
of the duty, if it could be shown that it would be 
attended with an increase of revenne, aud especial- 
ly if it could be anticipated that equivalent advan- 
| tages would be thereby obiained tor their products 
and manufactures, in the transatlantic inarkets.— 
The foreign tobacco, he said, was principally re- 
quired by these states to mix with the native, and 
they would be willing to take a larger quantity of 
North Ainertcan, as it would not injure the cultiva- 
tion of the native plant.” 

in a letter by Mr. Dodge to Mr. Wheaton the 
| following comparison of duties is made: 

In the Zoll Verein, the duty is $3 23 per 100 lbs. 
Holland, Va. 115 cts.; Md 12; st 
Belgium, Virginia, Maryland, &c. 235 
Denmark, “i : V 


Hanover, ‘ " i 70 t 
*Jidenburg, s : . 70 m 
jrunswick, . fs a 70 e 
Bremen, 5 T - 


1 per ct. ad val 
LIT 


Hamburg, H 
[ Madisonian. 


REPORT ON A HOME SQUADRON. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JULY 7, 1841. 
Mr. Thomas Butler King, from the committee on 

naval affairs, to whom the subject had been referred, 
submitted the following report: 

The committee on national affairs, to whom was 
referred so much of the president's message and ac- 
eompanying documents as relates to the navy, ask 
leave to report on the expediency ot providing for 
the support ot a horae squadron, as recommended 
in the repart of the secretary of the navy. 

The changes which the introduction of steam 
power has already effected and is constantly produc- 
ing in the naval armaments of the maritime puwers 


340 
of Europe, evidently require the most prompt and 
efficient action vu the part of the government of the 
United States, to meet this new and powerful auxili- 
ary in naval warfare, by so changing the construc- 
tion and employ ment of our navy as most effectually 
to protect ‘our commerce and guard our sca coast 
against the sudden approach of au enemy employing 
this new and formidable description of forec; and it 
is the opinion of the committee that no measure is 
mere imperiously demanded by every consideration 
of prndenee and safety than that recommended in 
the report of the seeretsry—the employment of a 
heme squadron, composed in part of armed steamers. 
lle very jastly remarks, that «llad a war with Great 
Britain been the result, as at one time was general- 
ly feared, of the subjects et difficulty now in course 
of adjustment between tlist power and the United 
Ststes, not only would our trade have been liable to! 
great interruption, aad our merchants to great loss- 
es abroad, but a naval force, comparatively small, 
might, on our very shores, have seized our merchant 
ships and insulted our flag, without suitable cens 
of resistance or immediate retaliation being at the | 
command of the government. To guard against 
such a result—to be ever ready to repel or promptly 
to chastise aggression upon cur own shores, it is 
necessary that a powerful squadron should be kept 
afloat at home. This measure is recommended by 
other considerations. Tere is no situation in whieb 
greater skill or seamanship eau he exercised and ae- 
quired than on the eoast of the United States; and 
in no service would our officers and seamen become 
more thoruuglily initiated in all that is necessary for 
the national defence end glory. In that service, 
aided by the coast survey now in progress, a thorough 
acquaintance would be gained with our own sea- 
coast, extensive and hitherto but imperfeetly known; 
the various ports would be visited; the bays, inlets, 
and harbors earefully examined; the uses to which 
each eould be made available during war, either for 
escape, defence or annoyance, be ascertained; and 
the confidence resulling from perfect knowledge 
would give us, what we ought surely to ‘possess, a 
decided advantage over an enemy on our own 


shores.” 


In addition tu the excellent and comprehensive 
view presented by the secretary, the committee beg 
leave to submit a few observations in regard to the 
present state of our seacoast defenecs, their efficien- 
ey in ease of war, and the measures now being 
adopted by Great Britain and France to change 
their naval armaments from the common vessels of 
war to armed steamers. It is a fact almost too no- 
torious for remark here, that our fortifications are in 
a most inefficient condition. Many of those that 
have been completed are not supplied with eannon, 
others are going rapidly to decay—some are un- | 
finished and progressing so slowly that it will re- 
quire many years to complete them; none of them 
are properly garrisoned, aud seine have not a man 
to keep the gates closed. ‘These fortresses have cost 
immense suma of money, and il well supplied with 
guns and garrisons would afford but partial protection 
to a few points on our seacoast and to our armed 
squadrons iu tine of war. ‘They could not defend 
us against the armed steainers of an enemy, which 
inight pass them in the night, or avoid them by en- 
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secure against the rapid moveinents of such an ene- 
my. ‘Fhe harbor of New York itself might be enter- 
ed through the inlet at Amboy and Staten Island 
Sound, and the fortifications at the Narrows entirely 
ovoided. ‘The city might he sacked or laid under 
contribution before a sufficient force could he eol- 
lected to prevent the approach or escape of so formi- 
dable an enemy; and it is seriously to be feored thot 
there is not s harbor on the whole coast, however 
well defended against, the sailing ships of an enemy, 
that these steamers might vot enter, by avoiding the 
forts or passing them in the night. 

If this is true, it must be perceived that not only 
eur commerce, but our cities with ell their wealth, 
would be ot the mercy of an enemy employing a 
foree so rapid and eertain in its movements, It, 
thercfore, becomes a question of the most urgent 
and vital importance to the people and government 
of the United States how they ean soonest and best 
provide the means of meeting this new and power- 
ful auxiliary in maritime war. The employment of 
a home squadron, os recommended by the secretary 
of the nsvy, must be justly regarded as not only 
the best means of meeting any sudden emergency 
that may arise, but of leading to such ulterior mea- 
sures as may he found necessary to give to our com- 
merce and seacoast the greatest possible security. 

As connceting itself immediately with this subject 
and ealling for the most vigilant course of policy on 
the part of the government of the United Statcs, 
the committee beg lcave ta call the attention of the 
house to the measures now being adopted bv Grest 


| Britain to keep afloat and actively employed on our 


northern coast and in the West Indies a large num- 
ber of steamers of the largest elass; many of them 
with their guns un board, aud the others at all times 
ready to reecivo them. 


Some time since a contract was made with that 
government by Mr. Cunard and his associates to 
earry the royal mail from Liverpool to Halifax for 
the sum of sixty thousand pounds sterling, or $291,- 
000 per annum. In compliance with this contract, 
four steamers have been constructed and placed on 
the line, of twelve buadred tons burthen and 450 
horse power each. ‘These vessels lesve Liverpool 
and Halfax every fortnight, and perform the trip 
aeross the Atlautie each way with great certainty in 
twelve days. These steamers are commanded by 
officers of the royal navy, and are to be at all times 
subject to the orders of the British government. So 
great have been not only tlie. facilities afforded to 
commerce and intercourse, out saving to the revenue 
in the eost of carrying the mail, that 1t is now pro- 
posed to double the number of steamers, that they 
may leave their respective ports every weck instead 
af every fortnight. The London Journal of Com- 
merco says:—“under the old packet system, between 
Falmouth and Halifax, by the gun brigs, the expenso 
to government was about forty thousand pounds 
sterling annually more than the receipts of postage. 
By the line of Cupard's steam ships, a balanee of 
twenty thousand pounds appears already to the 
credit side of the Atlantic mails.” This line has 
been extended to Boston. 

On the 20th March, [840, a contract was entered 
into between the commissioners of the admiralty and 
«the royal mail steam packet company,” for eonvey- 


tering harbors where there sre no trtifications.— | ing «all her mojesty’s mails" from such port in the 
hia last remark is peculiarly applicable to the} British channel as the commissioners shall preseribe, 
southern eoast, where there are numerous harbois! ta the West India islands, the coast of South Ame- 
on the Atlantic and the Galf of Mexico, and not 8| rica, Mexico, and the United States, touching and 
fort, from Charleston to Mobile, in a eondition to| delivering the mnils at the ports specified on the 
fires gun. Tu the eveut of a war with France or! map apnexed to this report, on which are traced the 
Great Britain, the fortifications at Peusseola, and! various linea. of communication to be established in 
perhaps others, might be seized and held by the} pursuance of the continct. Tho company ts bound 
enemy, or any of aur unprotected harbors might be| to «provide, maintain, keep seaworthy, and ia com- 
eutercd by fleets of armed steamers loaded with black | plete repair and readiness,” for the purpose of con- 
troops (rom. the West Indies to aunoy aud plunder | veying tho tails, «a sufficient number —not less 
the country. ‘fhe northern portion of the Atlantic) than fourteen—of good, substantial, snd efliciont 
evsst, where such vast sums have been expended to | steam vessels, of such eunstruction aml strength as 


now used on beard of her majesty's steam vessels of 
to adopt from time to time, and at all times, 
such changes er improvements in construction, 
machinery, ormament, and rigging, as the commis- 
sioners may require; to carry a certain number of 
goverumeut officers and men, at a stipulated price, 
and at all times to hold their vessels subject to the 
orders of such officers as may be placed on board to 
assume command. ‘This co.npany is to receive two 
hundred and forty thousand pounds sterling per an- 
num, which may, in certain events, be increased to 
three hundred aid ten thousand, or to $1,388,800. 

These steamers are all in rapid progress of eon- 
struction. ‘They are to be about 1,500 tons burden, 
and to receive engines of 500 horse power cach.— 
Those that have heen launched are estimated to be 
in all respcets equal to sixty-gun frigates, «Thus, 
it is said, “the country will be doubly served; and, 
while it pays to the mail company, 240,000 pounds 
per annum for the transport of the mails, it will de- 
fray, by the same payment, the annual charges of 
the largest and most powerful steam fleet in the 
world, fully armed with the heaviest ordnance, to act 
as war-ftigates when required by the government fur 
that purpose.” ‘Tu which may, at any time, be ad- 
ded the steamers employed in Cunard’s line, and 
those running from London and Bristol to New 
York. It is also said to be in contemplation to es- 
tablish another line from some pert in England to 
St. John’s, New Brunswick, under a eontract shni- 
lar tu that wade with the royal mail steam packet 
company. 

All these lines will soon be in full operation and 
employ at least twenty-five, and perhaps thirty steam- 
ers of the largest class and most approved construe- 
tion; those on the soothern line, and probably those 
on the northern lines also, having their guns on 
hoard. ‘These steamers are to be commanded by 
officers of the royal navy, and to carry such number 
of officers and men as the government, under certain 
regulstions, may require, who will thus derive ell 
the necessary instruction to enable them to cemmand 
and manage vessels of this description, Of the 
fourteen desigued to carry the West India mails, at 
least fen will be constantly employed in conveying 
them on the various lines as traced on the map here- 
to annexed; it will be seen by reference to it that this 
formidable fleet will be at all times within three or 
four days’ run of our southern coast, In the event 
of a declaration of war hy Great Britain against the 
United Staies, as she will, of course, pessess the in- 
formation neeessary to enable her to eoncentiate her 
forces, all the steaniers in the West India mail ser- 
vice cau be ecllected at any point on the southern 
coast by the time the declaration would be commu- 
aiented to the president. ‘Those employed on the 
northern lines to New York ond Boston, may com- 
mence hostilities before the least preparstion ean lie 
made to meet them. Depots of coal are to be estab- 
lished at Halifax, and at several ports in the West 
Indies, from whence these fleets ean be supplied and 
the prediction made some years since by an intelli- 
gent and experienced Brilish offiecr, that their sail- 
ing ships of war wou!d become coal carriers to theic 
steamers, will be fulfilled. 

There are, it is said, at this time, ten theusand 
black troops in the British West ludies, and that 
orders have been recently issued to increaso the 
number to twenty-five thousand. These troops are 
disciplined and commanded by white officers, aud, 
no doubt, designed to form a must iniportant portion 
of the force to be employed in any future contest 
that may arise between Great Britain and the United 
States; and, by reference to the map of the West 
Tudia mail lines, it will be secu that in our present 
defenceless condition, a foree coinposed of ormed 
steamers and troops of that description. would not 
only zive great annoyance to our coast, but most ef- 
feetually and at once puta stop to oll communiea- 
tion around. Cape Florida, or through the passes of 


war” 


place it in a state of d. fence, would by no means be| tu be fit and able to carry guns of the largest calibre | the West Indies, to or from the Gulf of Mexico, and, 
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consequently, the eommerco of the great valley of 
the Mississippi must fall into the hands of the ene- 
my, or its vast productions, cut eff from market, be 
rendered valuek 


II 

France is pursaing a course ef policy in every re- 
spect similar to thet ^f Great Britain, ‘Phe last 
official register of her navy shows that she then had 


thirty seven armed steamers, carrying heavy gons, 


squadron has become as necessary for nur protection 
at home as the cinployment ef our ships of war has 
hitherto been, er may hereafter be, for the protcetion 
of our fag and commerce abroad. This sqoadron 
ought at once to be established, and from time to 
lime increased, as the means placed. at command of 
the department may permit, and the varions objects 
connected with it, as pointed out in the report ef 


equal in all respects, if not superior, to those et any | the secretary, may best be promoted and attained. 


other nation, ‘Fhe sadden appearanee of one of 


For this purpose, the eommittec report herewith a 


them some two years uge, in the harbour of Balti- | bill appropriating the amount asked for by the secre- 


more, mast be recollected by all. 


A law has recent- | tary, and recommend the adoption of the following 


ly been enacted authorising the government to| resolution :— 


establish a line of armed steamers from Havre to 


Resolved, That the secretary of the navy is here- 


New York, on the plan of the British West India | hy directed to inquire into the expedieney of aiding 
mail line; and, surprising as it may seeni, a number | individuals or companies in the establishment of 
of gentlemen of Boston have actually sent in pro- | lines ef armed steamers between some of ont prin- 
pesals to take the contract, if that city instead of| cipal northern and southern ports, and to foreign 
New York shall be. inserted in it. "hus it will be | ports; to advertise for proposals for the establishment 
perceived that onr own merchants, driven by the laws | of such fines as he may deem most important and 
of trade and intercourse, are aboat throwing the] practicable; and to report to this house at the next 
whole weight of their skill, enterprise, and capito! | session ef congress. 


into the hands of onc vf our great maritime rivais, 


for "ani or proper action and encouragement on the ` The following remarks made by Mr. KiNc, of 


part of their own government, and thst the humiliat- 
ing spectacle is likely te be presented ef American 
merchants, who have excelled all others in commer- 
cial pursuits, being employed te support a naval 
force that may be directed against the cities in which 
they reside. 

Under the old system of maritime war, our 
squadrons could be employed in the protection of 
our commerce and enr flag abread, without danger 
vf aggression on our own coast. because the fleets 
ef an ene.ny could no soooner approach to assail 
than eur own return to defend us, But the intre- 
duction pf steam power has effected such astonish- 
ing changes, that armaments on the most extensive 
scale are no longer to be considered as alone suited 
10 the purposes ot war, but the most formidable ves- 
sels the world has ever seen to be employed in the 
iransportien of the mail, passengers and freight, to 
pass along the whole line of our coast, and into our 
"ports, as familarly as eommon trading ships. If 
these vessels ean be rendered profitable in time of 
peace, the security they will afford to persens and 
property, from the attacks ef privateers and small 
armed vessels, will render them indispensable in 
time of war. 

This system is yet in its infancy; and it is not in 
the power ol the committee to say, with any degrce 
of accuracy, how far it may be rendered useful to 
our ecommerce, or profitably connected with our 
navy; lo what extent it may be made to support 
itself, or the policy ef other. governments, and a 
proper regard for oor own safety, may render its 
adoption wise or necessary. These are questions el 
the utmost importance to all portions of this widely 
extended country, and onght to be promptly and 
properly ingpired into, and satisfactorily answered. 

A gentlewan of great respectability and much ex- 
perience in eommercial affairs, and particularly in 
steam navigation, has given it as his opinion that 
«contracts could be made immediately for lines ef 
four steamers from Boston to Havre, ef four from 
New York to Liverpool, of three from Norfolk, via 
Charleston and Savannah, to Havana, and ef three 
trom New Orleans to Havana, by the guaranty of 
the government of less than one million of dollars 


per annum, with a moral certainty ef receiving back | 


more than half of it, from postage on letters and 
papers, ?mimedately, and the whole in a few years,” 
"his arrangement would. keep equipped and officer- 
cd for inosediate service at least fourteen steam 
frigates, without the annual eharge for repairs, mann- 
ing, viztualling, &e. &e. “This system wonld bring 
tothe aid of the government all the energy, skill, 
aud economy of individuals who will, in enterprises 
of this nature, always surpass it. 

From what has Leen stated, it must, in the opin- 
ion ef the committee, be perceived that a powerful 


Geergia, when the bill making appropriations for a 
home squadron was under discussion in the house 
ef representatives, will be read with much interest: 
Mr. K. said lie had no objection to the amendment 
suggested by the gentleman from North Carolina as 
to rendering the objects ef the appropriation more 
specific, and, at the proper time, should an amend- 
ment be moved to that effect, lie would vete for it. 
In reply to what that gentleman had said touehing 
the power of congress to create a home squadron to 
be retained upon our ewn eost, the gentleman seem- 
ed to forget his own doctrine of specific appropria- 
tions. Congress gave this money: they would give 
it for a specific object, and if they did. the president, 
thongh he was commander-in-chief, could net apply 
it to any thing else. The gentleman said the bill 
was, really, for an increase of the navy. So it was; 
he admitted it was so designed to be, and he hoped 
| to show that the navy might he thus increased with- 
out transcending the ordinary average in past years 
for naval purposes. The reasons fer the proposed 
increase had been stated in the report of the secre- 
tary, and were familiar to the mind of every gentle- 
man. Mr. K. wonld, therefore, not recapitulate 
them. He had prepared [rom an authentic return 
a table showing what had been dene in past years 
by way ef appropriation, and what had been the 
comparative results in diflerent years. He wonld 
not trouble the house by reading the whole, but 
would invite their attention to three or four items 
only. 


In 1836 there was appropriated $7,611,055 an 
we had 462 guns afloat. 

In 1837 there was appropriated $8,185,710 and 
we had 554 guns afloat. 

In 1838 there was appropriated $5,702,420 and 
we had 630 guns afloat. 

In 1839 there was appropriated $5,261,385 and 
we had 596 guns afloat. 
| In 1840 there was appropriated $5,155,120 and 

we had 882 guns afloat. i 

In 1841 there was approprlated $5,780,927. 

The present bill increased this by $789,310; he- 
sides which there were other bills 1eperted, whieh 
made together an appropriation of $1,553,016 for 
this session, and going to make up a grand aggregate 
of $7,333,943 for the year; whieh was less, by a 
million and a half, than what was apprepriated in 
1836. It was proposed to add 107 more guns to the 
service, making the whele number 1,070 afloat af- 
ter the current year, instead of 462, which was the 
number in 1836. 

[These statisties are reported by the year alone, 
and roay not in every case be strictly correct.] 

Mr. K. said he had gone into this comparative 
statement to show that tlie commiltee on naval af- 
fairs had not transcended the amount whieh in fer- 
wer years had been deemed reasonable and proper, 
although the country had had but half the number 
of ships in the service, or of guns afloat, whieh it 
wonld have during the present year. 

Mr. K. had heard much abont the abuse and mis- 
application of meneys appropriated for the navy, 
and he beheved it all to be true. To illustrate the 
| truth ef the charge, he wonld refer to the table al- 

ready quoted, showing en ene band the appropria- 
tions made, and en the other the result thereby cb- 
tained. In 1800 there had been an appropriation 
of $2,704,148, and we had then 876 guns atloat; 
while in 1836, with an appropriation of $7,011,053, 


we had but 462 guns afloat. In 1801, with an ap- 
propriation of a little over three millions, we had 
836 guns afloat; and in 1838, with an appropriation 
over eight millions, we had but 554 guns afloat. 
These tacts were sufficient to show how enormons 
must have been the abuses somewhere. He trusted 
that now the time was come, and the men, come 
with it, in which economy, knowledge, integrity 
and adevoted zeal for the publie serviee, if they 
did not curtail the actual amount expended, wonld 
so apply the money as with the saine sum to effect 
a far greater extension of the naval defences of the 
country than had been witnessed for many years. 
Mr. K. was no niggard in regard to the navy. He 
wonld have been willing to give amuch larger sum 
conld it have been spared, for he agreed heartily 
with the venerable gentleman froin Massachusetts 
(Mr. ApAms) that, instead of twe war-steamers, it 
was desirable that we should have twenty. The 
ocean was teeming with these mighty engines, ra- 
pidly passing each other in every direction, going 
wherever they listed, in disregard of wind and 
waves, and which had apprepriately been denomi- 
nated the “cavalry of the ocean, mounted with can- 
non." 

Mr. K. here went into a comparison of the popu- 
lation of this conntry at two different periods, and 
at the same time ol the amount of tonnage and the 
guns to defend it. 

In 1800 with a popnlation of 5.305,000 and an 
amount of 669,000 registered tonnage, we had 876 
guns afloat; in 1841 cur population was 17,000,000, 
eur tonnage 2,960,000, and yet our guns were but 
1,070. This showed hew far our naval force was 
from keeping up with the growih of the population 
and the commerce of the country. Applying the 
same ratio of defence at this day which had existed 
in 1800, we sheuld require 2,000 guns afloat and an 
appropriation of over seven millions. 

Mr. K. observed that althongh the importance of 
a home squadron had been very clearly set forth in 
the report of the secretary of the navy, there were 
some other considerations which could not but still 
mere strongly impress it upen tlie mind. He here 
forcibly reterred to the devastations of the enemy’s 
force in the Chesapeake and on the exposed coast of 


| Georgia and South Carolina: their conntry had been 


plundered; their dwellings burnt; their property 
stolen; and had the contest continued, nothing but 
ene extended scene of desolation would have spread 
from the Chesapeake to the Sabine. 

The war had cost the country from one hundred 
and fifty to two hundred millions ef dollars; and did 
any gentleman suppose that, hail the United States 
possessed twenty ships of war well armed and fully 
inanued, these outrages on eur commerce would 
ever have liappened which gave the occasion for so 
destructive a conflict? No man would maintain it. 
For it mnst be remembered that with nations war 
was a question of pelicy, however the statesmen 
concerned might pretend it to be a question of ho- 
nor. Questions of veracity and questions of honor 
could easily be negotiated away, as all history 
abondantly proved; but when policy and interest 
dictated war, the thunder of the enemy’s cannon 
was generally the first annuneiation that hostilities 
were commenced, and then a long array of reasous 
was gotten np as a pretext for the hlow. 

Mr. K. here referred to and read an extract from 
the Richmond Enquirer, which sounded the toesia 
of alarm by announeing that a British vessel ealled 
the Thunder was at this time engaged in survey- 
ing the channel of the Chesapeake and Delaware 
bays, and was abont proceeding to the southward 
for the same purpose, no deubt with the intention 
of facilitating the entrance of a British fleet into our 
harbors. He then said the object of a home squa- 
dron was te prevent the completion of such a pur- 
pose. He expressed his great surprise at the re- 
marks of same gentlemen, who seemed fo suppose 
that the invention vf rail roads, by facilitating the 
assemblage of troeps, superseded the necessity both 
ot fortifieationsand of a navy. Instead of this, these 
several modes ot defence ought to go hand in hand, 
and be combined for the general end ef the safety of 
the country. 

Mr. K. alluded to the change which had manifest- 
ed itselt in the naval policy ef Great Britain, in re- 
gard to a substitutien ef steam power for ordinary 
ships of war He stated the enumeration of the 
British fleet in 1840 to be as follows: ships of the 
line, 105; vessels of a lower grade, in all, 403; and 
war steamers, 87. The number of steainers had 
since then been stated at 300. 

The French navy in 1840 consisted of 23 ships of 
the line, 180 lesser vessels, and 36 steamers; besides 
which, there had been at tliat time eight mere 
steamers on the stoeks. These vessels eould be 
propelled by steam acioss the Atlantic in twelve or 
fourteen days. What would be the condition ef the 
lives and property ef eur people, if encountered by 


by France and England. In addition to the lines 
previously existing, a new one had recently been 
lormed, on a contract with the Brazilian government, 
extending [rom Great Britain to every important 
portin Brazil. These various lines had been multi- 
plied till they now resemble a perfect web across 
the ocean. Mr. K. had no apprehension that that 
formidable and sagacious power had any intention 
ol immediate war with this country; it would not 
a! present suit her poliey; but she was gradually 
and silently yet surely altering her whole system. 
She desired above all things to emancipate herself 
liom the necessity of depending on any of our pro- 
duets for carrying on those manufactures which 
were the great sources of ber wealth. Hence, while 
she had emancipated her slaves in the West Indies, 
she still retained millions in slavery in [udia, and 
was endeavoring to avail herselt ot their industry 
for a supply of raw material now obtained from this 
country. She looked with eyes of jealous appre- 
hension to the rapid growth and exteuding commerce 
of this country. 

Mr. K. here made some remarks on British eman- 
cipation, which he considered hut as one step in 
this grand scheme of the national policy. He ad- 
verted to the recent great increase of the slave trade. 
Two hundred thausand were now said to be annual- 
ty imported into the West Indies and South America 
per annum; almost the whole of which were pur- 
ebased with British manutactures. While this was 
the ease, how great a farce was it for her to offer a 
guinea a bead for negroes captured on the high seas! 
It she was sincere in her wish to put an end to the 
trade, why did she not enter the harbors, and break 
up the factories on shore? But, no; she suffered 
the slaves to be purchased with British goods, and 
embarked oa the ocean, and then offered to pay her 
own officers a guinea a head for catching them if 
they could. When they were rescued and brooght 
into her own islands, they were put to an appren- 
ticeship of fourteen years. 

[Here tbe cHAiR reminded Mr. K. that he was 
wandering from the subject before the coinmittee.] 

Mr. K. explained aud then went on to observe 
that the moment Great Britain could supply herself 
elsewhere with the raw material for her manulac- 
tures we might expect war—war to the knile— war 
witb all her thunder. Alter dilating further on the 
grand game now playing by that country, Mr. K. 
asked whether this government would be content 
to sleep in reckless security under such a state of 
things, and never take a step to meet and counter- 
act a system of policy which was aimed at our pros- 
perity, aud, if possible, at the very existence ol our 
republican institutions? Would we wart till she 
eame upon us like a thief in the night? Did gentle- 
inen forget that out ol the last fourteen wars in Eu- 
rope at least ten had been commenced without any 
formal declaration? No; Eugland would not send 
us word she was coming. The thunder of her can- 
non would be the voice in which she would speak 
the purpose of her heart to a long- hated rival. 

Mr. K. said, in conclusion, that he wonld not 
weary the committee by descanting upon the provi- 
sions of the bill, He hoped it would receive a ge- 
ueral support, and that we should show the world 
not only that we were ready and prompt in voting 
the means necessary for our detence, but equally 
wise and economical in their appropriation. 


REPORT UPON A BANKRUPT LAW. 

The lollowing 1eport, from the committee on the 
judiciary, accompanied tbe bill reported hy Mr. 
‘Bannarpin the lionse of representatives on Wednes- 
day Jast, lor establishing a uniforin system of bauk- 
luptey: ae 

The comipiltee on the judiciary, to whom have 
been referred the petitions and meroorials presented 
to the house on the subject of a bankrupt law, re- 
spectfully report: . 

Io the opinion of the cominittee, a hankrupt law 
ought to be passed by congress williont unnecessary 
delay; and they present a bill for the consideration 
ol the house. 

This bill is essentially tlie saine that was matured 
in the senate in the first session of the Jast congress, 


hopelessly insolvent, has the sanction of usage, in 
the past and the present, among nearly all highly 
civilized and business communities. The leading 
[idea upon which these laws have proceeded has 
certainly not always heen the same; it has varied 
| with the general state of the law, and with the pro- 
gress of society. 
was, by law, the undisputed arbiter of liberty and 
| lite to his insolvent debtor, the imraediate motive 
for interposition must have been different from that 
| which has prompted legislative interference where 
| the relation of debtor and creditor has been different. 
| ly understood. ; 

In England, bankrupt laws had their origin appa- 

rently in the idea thai debtors who did not pay were 
merely unwilling, and not unable to pay. The first 
bankrput law passed in the time of Henry 8th was 
levelled against those “who craftily obtained the 
goods of other men and fled; or kept their hooses, 
not minding to pay their dehts." It came in aid oí 
the law, proceeding on the same idea of ability and 
‘uowillingness, which authcrised imprisonment for 
debt—a thing unknown to the common law. If a 
debt was not paid, the credit itself was supposed to 
have been craflily obtained; the ability to pay was 
presumed; the debtor was arrested and imprisoned 
lill he should be made willing; ot, if he had fled or 
kept house, so that arrest was impossible, his estate 
passed into the custody of the law for the liquidation 
of the debt. : 

So long as this idea of ability and unwillingness 
prevailed, and no other was admitted, the whole 
evil, so far as creditors were considered, was sup- 
posed to be adequately met by the punishment of 
imprisonment or confiscation, When, however, it 
was found, as industry and production came to be 
increased by the use of capital and credit, that the 
taass of debtors who did not pay were only unable 
but not unwilling, it became necessary to turn 
round, and, witbout disarming the creditor, throw a 
shield over the defenceless head of his honest and 
innocent debtor. 

The law in England on this subject, often vari- 
ously modified iu matters of detail, now is, and has 
long been, in substance: 

First, that where creditors invoke the punishment 
of imprisonment on their debtor, the latter, if wil- 

| ling but unable to pay, may regain his freedom upon 
a voluntary and honest surrender of his property, to 
be applied towards liquidation. 

And second, that where ereditors invoke the pu- 
nishment of confiscation on their debtor, which can 
only be done where the debtor belongs to one or 
another of certain specified classes, the creditors 
shall take the full benefit of the proceedings by the 
application of (he property towards the payment of 
their debts: provided the debtor, being honest and 
willing but unable to pay in full, shall, on certain 
terns and eonditions, be torever diseharged from all 
legal obligation to pay the rest and residue of his 
debts. 

Thus the law of interposition and relief, in Eng- 
land, as between creditors on the one hand, and 
debtors who cannot pay their debts on the other, 
stands, and is administered, in two distinct branches 
and under two distinct systems. In the one system 
ithe debtors are denominated insolvent; in the other 
they are called bankrupt. In a report made to the 
queen, in July, 1840, and signed by eight out of 
nine commissioners appointed to investigate this 
subject, if was strongly recommended to reduce 
these two branches ol the law and systems of admi- 
nistration to one consistent system, and make the 
whole law of the case more contormable to reason 
aud to right. 

The prineipal improvements in the law relating 
to insolvency proposed by the commissioners are 
these: 

To extend the benefits of the discharge from debts, 
in case of bankruptcy, beyond. the mercantile and 
other specified elasses, to which they are now ehief- 
ly confined, so as to embrace ‘all persons engaged 
in business requiring capital and credit.” 

To allow and eneourage a voluntary. cession of 
property, on the part of tusolvents, “at such period 
of (heir dificulties as will best ensure equal justice 
to all their creditors." 

To make the granting of a certificate of discharge 
a judicial act, which may be opposed by creditors 
for cause, hut to which their consent shall not be 
necessary. 

The suggestion of these improvements is sufficient 
to indicate the great change which public sentiment 
lias undergone, or is undergoing, in England, in re- 


In a country where the ereditor | 


At this day, and if this country, if a system of 
laws relating to bankruptcies is to be established, it 
is believed that if is not difficult to perceive and state 
the grounds on which it ought to stand. 

Credits, or demands, are property, in whieh, not 
infrequently, the bulk of large individnal estates 
consists. As property, they are under the protec- 
lion of the law, as much as any other kind of pro- 
perty. All the rights of property attach to them— 
(he right of protection and defence against all en- 
croachment and injury, and the right of recovery 
when wrongfully taken away, or withheld. They 
are private property, and private property is saered. 
It must be respected. And the law must be vigi- 
lant and efficient in its guardianship of it. Failure 
in this is failure in the highest duty of civil society, 
and tends directly to dissolution. 

But the nature of credits, or demands, is such as 
to constitute them a peculiar species of property; 
and, before we can undertake to pronounce with 
certainty on the whole duty of society and the law 
in regard to them, we must consider attentively theic 
nature and peculiarities. 

They are held by a peculiar tenure—a tenure 
which implies and includes a contingency. The 
foundation of loan is trust, wherever securities are 
not taken; itis confidence: it is credit—all terms 
which imply risk, and the possibility of failure. The 
risk relates to the question of solvency or insolvency 
when tlie period cotnes fur deinanding payment.— 
This kind of property is held subject to this contin- 
gency. and the lender himself takes the risk; he is 
'his oun insurer. [f his debtor fails, he loses; if not, 
he has his own. He charges, too, for this risk, in 
the shape of interest, premium, or cotamission. He 
parts with the immediate possession of his property, 
expecting itto come back to him, in proper time, 
with increase; he puts it afloat, and takes the hazards 
of the voyage, for a consideration. If whelmed in 
the turbulent sea, he expects to sustain the loss.— 
He is content to hold his property subject to this 
contingency.. ~ 

While hts debtor remains solvent, whieh is always 
to be presumed until the contrary appear, the duty 
of society and the law towards him and this proper- 
ty of his is plain enough. Tf he invoke the law in 
the case, it will come efficiently to his aid. If his 
debtor attempt to elude his demand by flight or 
fraud, it will arrest him and restrain him of his li- 
berty; and, otherwise, it will seize the unwilling 
debtor's estate and make the debt out of it for the 
ereditor. When the law by these means has aided 
the creditor in the recovery of his property it has 
done all its duty as against his solvent debtor. 

But suppose, before such recovery is had, the 
debtor is found to have fallen into a state of hopeless 
insolvency; in other words, that contingency has 
arisen subject to whieh the demand has been holden 
from its inception? In this casea new duty has 
arisen on the part of the law. 

The fact of insolvency being ascertained, the fact 
of utter and hopeless inability to pay all his debts, 
the debtor stands to each creditor, if not in anew 
relation, at least in a relation materially modified — 
His creditors, taken together, now form a class, 
looking for a common relief to a common fund, 
which is insufficient to satisfy them all; and every 
principle of equity and justice requires that the law 
should interpose to give to each lis distributive 
share, according to the relative amount of his de- 
mand, at the saine time casting on each an amount 
of loss proportioned to the risk and insurance under- 
taken hy him. 

When this is done, the inquiry arises, what more 
remains for the law to do? What further aid can 
the creditors demand? They cannot have the body 
of their debtor cut up and divided between them, as 
was said might have been done under the law of the 
twelve tables, or sell him with his wife and children 
into slavery, trans tyberüin. They cannot at this 
day and in this country load him with chains, inflict 
stripes upon him, or throw bim into a perpetual pri- 
son. With ns, in this country, it may be considered 
as wholly settled, by a wise and humane public sen- 
timent and policy, that tlie law will pursue, and will 
permit creditors to pursue, an honest but unfortu- 
vate and hopelessly insolvent debtor no further, after 
what remains of his wrecked fortune has been equi- 
tably divided amongst those to whom he is indebted. 

Beyond this the law sees and wisely adjudges that 
there is an end of all reasonable hope of further ad- 
vantage to ereditors. A lorm ol indebtedness still 
remains, but the substance isgone. Nothing is lett 
to the debtor with which to recover himself but his 
hands. Ife may labor in employments more or less 
prefitabl», according to lus skill or his habits, but in 
no regular employment will or can the wages of la- 
bor atlord raore than a enrrent support to the laborer 


gard to the proper basis on which those laws ought land those dependent on him, so long as he is not 
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permitted to turn one dollar of his surplus earnings 
into eapital, or obtain one dollar of capital upon 
credit with which to aid him in enhancing the pro- 
fils of his business—a thing utterly forbidden and 
rendered impossible to the bankrupt debtor. To 
bold the debtor or allow his creditors to hold him in 
this hopeless position is unjust, unnecessary and 
cruel. It is to bind him hand and foot and lay him 
down at the feet of his creditors, a victim and a sa- 
crifice, as much lost to himself, to his family, and to 
society, if not as much degraded, as if, hke the deb- 
tor in Rome, he might be led through the public 
streets hy his creditor, with a halter round his body, 
and be made the nnresisting subjeet of blows and 
personal chastisement. 

It is at this point then that society has an eminent 
duty to perform towards the debtor and towards 
itself. That contingency has uow happened, the 
haaard of which the credttor was content to run, for 
such consideration as was satislactory to himself; 
his debtor has fallen into hopeless insolvency, and 
liis demand, or some part it, has sunk with him. He 
has nothing to coroplain of. By the very act of lend- 
ing the debtor liis proporty, without exacting secu- 
rity, be consented to take his share with other ere- 
diters in the risk of loss and sactifice to which the 
debtor’s business necessatily exposed their property 
in his hands, and he took or stipulated belore hand 
for tis pay for that very risk. The enterprise has 
turned out an unlucky one, and he must bear his 
loss. ‘The law has stepped in, as he knew it would, 
or as he knew it might aud ought, by the terms of 
the constitution of the country, to make an equitable 
adjustment of profit and loss between him and his 
a in the enterprise, the other creditors; and 
laving done this, it has done all that the nature of 
the case adinitted of for his aid and benefit. And 
now cornes the case ol the debtor, and the interest 
which society has in bis restoration. 

Jt is undoubtedly true, that to interfere in the 
slighest degree to impair the obligation of contracts 
between individuals is an exercise of high transcen- 
dental power on the part of government. This go- 
vernment does, when 1t undertakes to release a party 
from the pertormance of any part of his contract. 
This power is expressly prohibited to the states by 
the constitution; and it is believed that it belongs as 
little to this government as to the slates, except so 
far as it may be ineluded in the power expressly 
given to establish faws on the subject of bankrupt- 
cies. Within the legitimate range of such laws, the 
power undoubtedly exists; and it had fong beena 
part ol the policy of such laws, before the adoption 
ofthe constitution, to discharge the honest bankrupt 
from the remainder of his debts alter his entire 
estate had been applied ratably towards the payment 
of thein. 

It is believed that a power like this exists, of ne- 
cessity, in every country where capital and credit 
are extensively employed iu the prosecution of bu- 
siness and of enterprise. In our couutry, it has been 
expressly confided to the federal government, aud it 
can be exercised, with full effect by no other au- 
thority. The duty of this government, then, is as 
plain as its power, and it is believed to be matter of 
just reproach that it has been so long neglected.— 
‘Alter the law has compelled the debtor to the per- 
formance of his contracts as far as all his means will 
go, and when it has, on mature deliberation, pro- 
nounced its solemn judgment that further perform- 
ance at the present time, or at any tipe, has throngh 
unavoidable misfortune, become morally impossible, 
while the ordinary legal power of lis creditors over 
him remains, then the release of the debtor Irom any 
further legal liability on his contracts becomes the 
indispensable duty of the governing power. Let the 
morat obligation remain, as it will, as strong as ever; 
it is the legal liability only which is tonched. It af- 
fects the remedy, rather than the obligation. Govern- 
ment does not tear the contract, or order it to be de- 
livered up to be cancelled. It leaves to the creditor 
the evidence of his debt in full possession, and it 
does not relieve the debtor, in the least degree, from 
the [uil moral torce of his proraises and undertakings 
whenever he may have ability to perform them. It 
does nothing more than withhold from the creditor 
the aid and power of the courts, after it has judicial- 
ly ascertained that further performance on the pait 
of the debtor has become itnpossibte. The duty of 
civil society to supply to creditors the means of co- 
ercion an! remedy, through its courts, in ease of a 
breach of contract, is one of indispensable obligation; 
bnt governinent inust decade for itself when this duty 
has been faithfully pertorined, and when it has gone 
lar enough lor the ends of substantial justice. It 
inust have the right to judge, in the first place, what 
modes and forms of remedy it wiil give, and, then, 
how far such remedy shall be pursued. and carried. 
When it has been pushed as lar as it is safe for hu- 
man power to go—as far as it can go without unmiti- 
gated evil—then it is time fo withhold it. 


On the general principles which have now been 
stated, the main provisions of tbis bill rest. No dis- 
tinction is here attempted to be set up between an in- 
solvent system and a bankrupt system. All persons, 
whatever may be their oceupation, who are unable 
to meet their debts and engagements, are insol- 
vents. Andif they so declare themselves, they are 
deemed bankrupts. These are voluntary bankrupts. 

It is in regard to the mereantile classes only, or 
those whose business renders them directly liable to 
the partienlar hazards which attend mercantile ope- 
rations; it is in regard to debtors in these classes 
only, and where their indebtedness amounts to à 
certain sum, that tbe right is given to ereditors, un- 
der limitations, and on the happening of certain 
events, to cause such debtors to be declared bank- 
rupt, and have their estates seized for their behoof. 
These are then involuntary bankrupts. And this is 
the only distinction made inthe bill in regard to the 
various classes of insolvent debtors in the communi- 
ty, to whom such a bill is deemed at all applicable. 

The bill proceeds upon the prineiple that every 
person in the community, of whatever calling, who, 
in the employment of capital and credit, applied, by 
his skill and industry, in production, has fallen into 
hopeless insolvency, so that alt further effort to re- 
store and redeeta himself has become evidently use- 
less, is entitled to the relief which this bill is in- 
tended to afford; and that in all cases the debtor 
may, if he choose, take the initiative. With re- 
spect, however, to the particular classes just referred 
to, it bas been thought advisable and proper, on ac- 
count of the great importance and necessity of 
promptness and punctuality in meeting all their en- 
gagements, that it should be put in the power of 
their creditors to tnove against them in certain cir- 
cumstauces, without waiting for them to stir the 
subject of their insolvency. 

In the principles already stated, will be found the 
reasons for making the provisions af this bill apply 
as well to existing cases and contracts as to those 
which arise after the passage of the act. 

All the fegitimate power of civil society would be 
exerted in vain to coerce a full corapliance with the 
contracts of insolvents, who have first fost the means 
of payment which they bad in possession, and then 
are stipt by existing laws of all the ordinary and in- 
dispetisable means and instruments of accumulation 
ani recovery. There are supposed to be not less than 
500,000 such persons now in the U. States; men who, 
though now bankrupt and ruined themselves, have 
by their industry aud skill in business, and the use 
of capital and credit, added millions upon millions 
to tle aggregate wealth of the nation—a wealth that 
still subsists, though no part of it is theirs; and who 
need only to be relieved from the bondage of op- 
pressive debt to enter again, with renewed but 
chastened energy, on the field of enterprise, and add 
again new millious to the wealth of the community. 
Society, any more than their own families, cannot 
afford to lose the services of such men. 

It is believed, too, to be the highest interest of 
creditors theinselves that the condition of their in- 
solvent debfors, either voluntarily or at their in- 
stance, should he disefosed before their affairs, once 
on the decline, become desperate, leaving nothing 
available for the payment of their debts. No doubt 
whatever is entertained that, under a judieious 
bankrupt system, more will be realized to creditors, 
on the whole, from their insolvent debtors, than 
would be if they should be left to follow up the 
usual remedies without it. Atnoag other advan- 
tages which creditors will have under this bill is 
that of being relieved from those unjust preferences 
by which it too often happens that the whole estate 
of a lailing debtor is applied to satisfy a favorite 
creditor in full, while all the rest are left to bear the 
loss of their entire demanils. 

That creditors themselves now feela deep in- 
terest in the passage of a bankrupt faw, whether 
viewed as a question of propriety or a question of 


policy aud humanity, is abundantly evinced by tlie | 


numerous petitions which have come to us from 
every quarter of the country, and especially from 
the great commercial cilics. The nuinber of those 
who still cling to ancient opinions ın this matter, 
and who reinonstrate against the escape of their in- 
solvent debtora ont of their hands on any teris, is 
comparatively very small, and is believed to be di- 
minishing aímost daily. As we have said, more 
will be saved out of insolvents’ estates under a judi- 
cious bankrupt law than could be without it; while 
to all persons engaged in prosperous business, aud 
to the community at large, the gain which must be 
realized by restoring so many valuable customers 
and co-operatots in productive employment to active 
and profitable life and business cannot fail to be im- 
mense. 


‘This bili does not include corporations among the 
deblors on whom it operates. A recurrence to the 


| principles stated in this report will show that a bill, 
framed on such a basis as this, could not, withont 
serious discrepaney, embrace corporations. Corpo- 
rations aggregate cannot be imprisoned; nor, where 
the corporate body is alone liable for debts, could 
the corporators be imprisoned or held personally re- 
sponsible in any way. Asa general, sf not an in- 
variable rule, these corporations end their existence 
on falling into insolveney. Their effects are dis- 
tributed among their creditors, and the corporation 
ceases. Every thing is done in this respect, in the 
case of a corporation, under its own charter, which 
is proposed to be done, under this bill, in the case of 
individuals; while such corporations, being dissolv- 
ed alter their effects are distributed, could not re- 
quire and could not receive a discharge from their 
debts as bankrupts. They would be discharged al- 
ready. The law of their organization is or should 
be bankrupt law enough for them. The remedy, 
moreover, in case of insolvency of a corporation, is 
complete, or may be, in the state where the corpora- 
tion exists. ‘The corporation is a creature of the 
state law, having a local existence, which, froin its 
very nature, lasts no longer than its solvency; and if 
the -corporation falls into insolvency, no aid or au- 
thority on the part of the federal government is ne- 
cessary to give all the relief which the case requires 
or 1s susceptible of. State authority and state power 
is sufficient for this purpose. 

The proposition which has sometimes been made 
to include incorporated banks in a bankrupt bill 
proceeds evidently on the notion of the necessity of 
restraining them in the exercise of their power of 
creating currency. It is a question of currency; and 
if the power of arresting state banks in their busi- 
ness of creating currency, or upon their abuse of 
! that business, belongs to this government at all, it is 
believed that it is not appropriately derived from the 
clanse in the constitution concerning bankruptcies, 
but from some anthority which it possesses over the 
subject of currency. 

The committee bave not deemed it their duty to 
go into an inquiry concerning the constitutional 
power of congress to legislate over state banks in 
the mode and with the view propased; which is un- 
derstood to be that of arresting their proceedings, by 
ihe legat interposition of this government, wien- 
ever tbey shall suspend payments in specie. Whe- 
ther such a power exists, and, if it does exist, whe- 
ther it is expedient to exercise it, seems to have no 
immediate connexion with the subject now under 
consideration. We are clearly of opinion that such 
an enaetinent could. not find a proper, if it could a 
constitutional, place in a bankrupt law íramed on 
the prineiples and. with the objects of tbis bill. 


DEBATE ON THE TARIFF. 

We make an extract from a debate in the house 
of representatives on printing a inemorial in favor 
of an increase of the tariff—in which the general po- 
licy of a tariff was discussed. 

Mr. Apams hoped, he said, that fhe house would 
agiee to the printing of this memorial, and that the 
representatives of that interest in the United States, 
which consisted of the friends to a protective sys- 
tem, would, in the present session, come to some 
understanding with one another. He regretted 
deeply that a proposition made by another gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, (Mr. FoRNANCE), two or 
three days ago had passed away from the cousi- 
deration of the honse, and he regretted that it bad 
done so by the action of the friends of that very ine- 
morial. It was a memorial from the state of Penn- 
sylvania—from this same interest. And members 
in this house were playing at cross purposes on tbis 
subject. 

A geutleinan from Virginia (Mr. WtsE) lad said, 
some days ago, in relation to this interest, that he 
would look ont for republicans wherever he could 
find them agaiust it. He (Mr. A.) wonld look ont for 
republicans wherever he could find them in favor of 
it. Gentlemen might depend upon it that tliose who 
opposed: them on this subject understood one ano- 
ther, and that they acted together with a concerted 
and united action. 

He hoped that the whole delegation from Penn- 
|sylvania wonld set aside all. inferior considerations, 
and most especially all party, factions considera- 
tions, and that they would reflect what their inte- 
rest was on this great question, and that it was time 
that they should come to an understanding with oue 
another, and come to an understanding with those 
who were in favor of the same interest in this house, 
The subject was one involving the great question 
between free labor and slave labor. It was tbe 
great question between compromises and a protec- 
tive tariff; and if there was a majority here deter- 
mined against all protection of domestic industry, 
let us know it—let us know of whom that majonty 
consists. Let ns know of whom that party consists 
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who were in favor of protection; and who they were 
that were in favor of counteracting the action of fo- 
reign governments against the native industry of our 
own people. 

Mr. A. here adverted to the recent proceedings 
in the British parliament in relation to tree trade 
and the corn laws, and to the deleat which the Bri- 
lish ministry had sustained thereon. He hoped that, 
before the American nation nndeitook to act upon 
sucha system, they would have something more be- 
lore them than the report of a committee of the Bri- 
tish parliament. Let the British government set the 
example ol free trade, and it would then be tie 
enough for as to meet them in that spirit. 

He hoped the printing would be agreed to; and 
lie wished it was in tlie power of the house to recon- 
sider the vote by which the proposition of the geu- 
tieman from Pennsylvania (Mr. FoRNANCE) had 
been thrown out of the power of this house. He 
hoped the subject would be considered at this ses- 
sion even if there should be no action upon it until 
the next. He was for coming to an issue upon it at 
once. 

He hoped also that the other gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. BiprAck) wonld bring forward the 
resolution to which be had referred. But let not the 
gentleman move its relereuce to the committee of 
waysand means. There was too much compromise 
in that committee. He hoped the gentleman would 
move its reference to the cominittee on manufac- 
tures. But let us not commit the lamb to the woll— 
egnem commiltere lupe. 

Mr. Pickens could have no objection, he said, to 
the printing of tbe memorial if that were the ouly 
question, But as the gentleman froin Massacha- 
setts (Mr. Apams) chose to make the priutiug a 
test question, and said it was a question between 
the compromise act and a tariff for protection—call- 
ing public attention to it and expressing a desire to 
come to an issue upon it—he (Mr. P.) could not 
consent to print the memorial. The gentleman 
had called upon the friends of a protective tariff, 
and asked them tn combine and come together with 
a united action because those opposed to them were 
acting upon one principle. He (Mr. P.) regretted 
that the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. WIsE) was 
not in his seat to hear some of the remarks of the 
gentleniau from Massachusetts, and to listen to his 
billing and cooing to the Pennsylvania delegation 
upon this floor, Had the gentleman from Virginia 
been here, he might perhaps have been induced to 
believe that his charge as to coalition between 
Kentucky and Massachusetts was not true. Pro- 
bably he might have gone against other compro- 
mises and other coalitions, not with Kentueky, but 
with the Pennsylvania delegation. Mr. P. protest- 
ed against all snch bargains aud coalitions, and 
was understocd toost especially to eall upon Ken- 
tucky not to sustain any such bargains, hut to sus- 
tain the spirit and the principles of the compromise 
act, 

The gentleman from Massachusetts has said it 
would be eomunitting a bill if sent to the eommittee 
of ways and means, like sending a lamb to the wolf, 
He (Mr. P.) repelled the insinuation if intended to 
apply to him or his friends. When he says there is 
too much compromise on that committee for hin, 
who does the gentleman allude to? He eannot say 
he [Mr. P.] was for compromising. No; he would 
find in him no compromise. His course was open 
and without compromise upon great principles. He 
must allude to others upon that coininittees aud let 
them answer for themselves. As to the under-cur- 
rent that gentleman had alluded to upon that eom- 
initlee or in this honse, he would say to the gentle- 
inan that he hoped the time would yet come when 
that under-current, which was now seen to ripple, 
would swell and roll on until we shall see the vessel 
of state hounding upon it, with as gallant a crew on 
board as ever shouted for victory under the flag of 
liberty and independence. 

Mr. Kina, of Georgia, said he felt it his duty to 
say a few words in reply to what had faHen fron 
the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
ADAMS), Who scemed disposed to ting the ehanges 
ooce wore on the subject of the British corn laus, 
and to marshal his battalions under the banner of a 
protective tariif. He had called on the agricultural 
interests of the west, and made an appeal particn- 
larly to the great state of Peunsylyauia to coine to 
the rescue of the manulacturing interests of the 
northeast. I propose (said Mr. K.) to examine 
briefly the effeet of the British corn laws on tlie 
grain: growing and inabulactuitny interests of this 
conntry. The effect in the first place is, to raise 
enorinously the price of bread, and Consequently 
the price of labor in. Eagtand. This increases of 
course the eost of their manufactured goods, and 
renders it toore dilfienlt for the manufactures ol 
Great Britain to compete with those of (his country, 
both in our own and foreign makets, 1i, by the 


repeal of the eorn laws, the price of bread should [in his seat. On the contrary, he [ Mr. A.] rejoiced 
be reduced in England, and the price of grain in-} that that gentleman was not present to hear the re- 
creased in this country, the cost of manufacturing | marks of the veneiable gentleman [rom Massachu- 
would be increased here and reduced there. 1t would | setts. Tt Was with pain that he had witnessed the 
consequently be more difficult for our manufactures | course of the gentleman frora Massachusetts during 
to compete with those of Great Britain. this session, and with equal pain and mortification 
lt therefore cannot be to the interest of the mann- | he had witnessed the course of the gentleman from 
factures of this country to seek or desire a repeal | Virginia. And although what he [Mr. A.] said 
of the British corn laws. How does the inatter stand might have no influence upon gentlemen, yet he 
in regard to the grain growers of itis conntry? At | would say—he felt it due to himself and the coun- 
present (hey have access to the market of Great try to say—that there were agitators, incendiaries, 
Britain through the colonial ports of Canada and | who had seats in this house, both from the nortli 
New Branswick, at a very low duty. ‘The grain | and the south. 
growers of the continent of Enrope cannot avail [Cries of—that is trae—that is true.] 
theoiselves of this advantage, and consequently their] He had voted the other day to tay the proposi- 
Brain cannot come in compelition with ours. “If the | tion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. For- 
eorn laws were repealed, the grain of the continent NANCE) ou the table, because he (Mr. A.) thought 
being mach cheaper than ours, would exclude it |that it was not offered in good faith. Whenevec 
from the British market, and consequently our agri- | any important memorial or docament was preseut- 
cultural interests of the middle and western states | ed here in good faith, and a representation of ils 
would no longer enjoy the great advantage they now | contents was made, (as in the case of this memo- 
have over all other grain growers of exclusive ac- rial), he was willing to vote to print it, that it might 
cess to the British market throagh the colonial ports. | be sent forth to the country for the information and 
l therefore assert, sir, that both the inanufacturing | enlightenment of the people, who were not in the 
and grain growing ioterests of this country would | mass politicians, That being the tribunal of the 
be greatly injured by the repeal of the British corn | last resoit, it was right that they should Le kept en- 
laws, I call on the members from the west to weigh | lightened, And his conree has been heretofore, and 
well and look with caation on the arguments of the | would be, to print all papers and documents neces- 
honorable gentleman, when he endeavors to raise sary to that end. But he had entertained a very 
their prejudices against the corn laws, and enlist | dillerent opiuion, of the memorial presented the 
them under his tariff banner, They should pause j other day. He believed it was intended— 
before they believe that the manuíacturers of the} The SPEAKER interposed with the reinark that it 
north really desire the adoption of any measure which, | was not in oider to impugn the motives of mem- 
if it has the effect they say it will, mast increase | bers. 
the cost of labor in this couutry and diminish it} Mr. AnNorp said he was not doing so. That me- 
in Eugland. As I have shown, however, the re- inorial prayed for a protective tarif. Those who 
[pea ot the corn laws will canse a very great de- | drew the memorial aud the gentleman who pre- 
j crease in the price of labor in England, but no in- sented it, knew that to speak of a protective tariff 
| erease in the price of grain or labor in this country, | to the south was to open Pandora’s box. And the 
but undoubtedly will cause a deerease in the price | memorial was couched in language likely to be 
of both grain and labor, by depriving our grain grow- | most offeusive, and calculated to affect the course 
ers of the advantages they now enjoy through the | alike of southern and northern men who might be 
colonial ports. iu favor of a bank, but might have condieting opi- 
Now, sir, one word in regard to this unnatural ali- uions on the subject of the tariff. His vote upon 
ance of the west with the east. Where do the peo- | all questions which did not legitimately come up for 
ple of the western states find the best and most ex- | the action of the house during the extra session waa 
tensive market for their productions? In the south— | not to be taken as an indication of the votes he 
in the cotton growing states! not in the east, or | might zive hereafter. He would vote now to give 
mannJacturing districts of the union. Where do the go-by to all questions except those for the con- 
the farmers of Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois sideration of which cougress had been convened; 
and all the great west and northwest send their corn, he would do nothing but the business which he had 
pork, bacon, horses, hogs and mules? Do they send | been sent here to do. 
them to the eastern manufacturers? No, sir, they Mr. A. after a brief allusion to the compromise 
seud them to the south. Whose interest ought they | aet, aud to his own course thereon, said he wonld 
therefore to eonsutt—the manufacturers of the east, fnot now go into the question of the tariff. When- 
jorthe planters of the sonth? Let thein decide when | ever the issue shonld be presented to the American 
jthe question of a tariff for protection comes up. people between a voluutary and involuntary tax, it 
The honorable gentletnan from Massachusetts has | would be one of easy solution. His opioions ou 
said that the questiun of a proteetive tariff is a qnes- | this subject were fixed; he wished not to agitate it 
tion between free labor and slave labor—this being, uow, but he wished that the house should proceed 
when interpreted, a question of taxation on the | to do the business of the country. He wished we 
south for the benefit of the north? Now, sir, when could have a test question, that we might know who 
this qnestion shall be presented, I shall join the ho- were our friends and who our foes in this house— 
norable geutleman from South Carolina, ( Mr. Picx- who were for us aud who against us; because, if it 
ENS), and detaanded to know where the great state shonld be ascertained that nothing could be done, 
of Kentucky stands in regard tothe compromise act? he should be for adjoining forthwith. It was to be 
Is it possible that the south, which affords a market regretted that many ol our friends calling them- 
for the products of the west and manufactures of the selves whigs, and representing whig districts with 
east, is to be deserted by the tormer and plundered large majorities, should not only be fonnd against 
by the latter? We shall see, sir. us, but be found voting with the opposition on this 

Mr. Pexpreron said he dil not intend to dis- | foor, ‘There was a powerful opposition proper, and 

cuss the question of a tarilf ou the motiou to print. i there was an opposition improper, (so to speak), 
He rose merely to make a suggestion to the gentle- | and the latter was far more to be dreaded than the 
inan from Georgia, (Mr. King). That gentleman former. Now, he wished to know what he had to 
had said the elfeet of the English corn laws was to depend upon, |f, owing to defections in the whig 
reduce the price of American grain, and therelore ranks, the opposition had become so strong that 
was advantageous to the Atoertcan manufacturer, nothing could be done, why they lad better go 
He also said that, at the proper time he would ap- home, and not spend the money of the people in 
peal to the west to support hts peculiar notious upon | everlasting fiery debating and brawling upon every 
the subject of a tarit. Now, he (Mr. P ) wished little frittering question that was brought before the 
his friend from Georgia, when lie nade his appeal, | house. It was a serious question whether the 
| to be prepared to convinee us of the west that reduc- | friends of the administration in this house, or the 
jing the price of our great staple, grain, was the Way | opposition party, with its new allies, was in a ma- 
to make us rich. M . jority here; and unless they they eonld go on and do 

Mr. Kine said he was misunderstood. business, the sooner the session was bronght to an 

Mr. AnNorp had been, he said, patient or rather | end the better. 
an iropatient listener to this debate, and although he Mr. Firimore said that, unless there was some 
had carefully refrained from taking part in any of | Nnportaut business before the louse, he would, aa 
tbe long and useless discussions which had charac- | the cominittee of ways aud means had much busi- 
terized the last three weeks, yet he felt it due to ness (o do, move that the lionse adjourn. 
himself now to say a few words. Objections in several quarters. 

Mr. A. alter alluding to the habitual feeliog of Mr. F. said lie would then move that tlie com- 
respect and kindness which he had ever felt towards mittee of ways and means have leave to sit during 
the gentleman (rom Massachusetts, (Mr. ADAMS), | the sessions of the house until further order. 
expressed the exeecding regiel and pain with which | Mr. GILMER Said it was very desirable that mem- 
lie (Mr. AnNoLp] had witnessed how ardently that | bers of the coininittee should be presentduriug this 
gentleman had seized upon every topic which was discussion, because, in the first place, it involved a 
presented, to create a ferment in Uns house, ll? | most imporlant question, aud, in the next place, 
was not like. the ventleman Gom South Carolina, | remarks had been made allecting the very organi- 


[Mr. Pickens]. who had expressed his regret that | zation of that committee, to which it would he pro- 
the gentleman Irom Virginia [Mr. Wise) was not per to reply. 
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Mr. Firimore was then understood to withdraw 
both motions. 


Mr. W. W. Irwin said that he had voted for the 
resolution offered on Saturday last by his colleague 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. FoRNANCE]. viz: torefer 
a petition presented by him, on the subject of the 


cangress to subjects in which they feel a deep in- 
terest, should meet the tate of abolition petitions, 
when their workshops were closed and all branches 
of domestic industry languishing for want of the 
fostering care af government. The question could 
not be long evaded. It woutd have to be met within 
a short period, at the next session at farthest. The 
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The following resolution subinitted, yesterday, by 
Mr. Clay, of Alabama, was adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury prepare 
and lay before the senate, a list of all articles imporied 
and subject to a duty of less than 20 per cent. ad valorem 
under the existing laws; and, also, restricting the rate 
of duties paid on each, and the amount of duties paid 


tariff, to the committee on roanutactures, with in- 
structions. He had done so because he considered 
the motion right in itself. He did not stop to in- 
quire as to tbe motive which influenced his col- 
league, or whether the resolution was the result of 
a caucus deliberation, and introduced with à view, 
as some supposed, to embariass the action of con- 
gress at tlie extra session. It was of no conse- 
quence to him that others, who were supposed to 
participate in that caucns, had dodged the question 


on each class of these articles, in 1537, 1538 and 1*39 
with the whole value of these articles imported in each 
of these years. 

The resolution of Mr. Benton was adopted, re- 
questing the president ot the United States to com- 
municate ta the senate the proceedings and report 
of the commissioners appointed to examine iuto the 
‘conduct of contractors and agents on the public 
buildings. 


period limited by what was called the compromise 
act was close at hand: an act manifestly in viola- 
tion of popular sentiment—against the know senti- 
ments of a large majority of the people of these U. 
States, and caused by the threat and menace of a 
small minority of those people. He, (Mr. Irwin), 
would fail in his duty to the manufacturing ani in- 
dustrious constituents whom he had the houor to 
represent, if he did not protest against the course 


on this floor, He was pertectly willing to take it 
for granted that there had been a change of senti- 
ment on this subject on the part of his colleague 
and soine of those politically associated with his 
colleague—a change similar to that which seemed 
to have taken place on another important question. 
Ho was willing to believe that gentlernen who had 
slept soundly during the whole period of a former 
administration, had became suddenly awakened to 
the interests of their country on the vital question 
of the tariff, as in the other house of congress they 
had been miracnlously aroused from their lethargy 
on another important question—tbe controversy 
with Great Britain respecting the outrage on the 
Caroline. These changes of sentiment were whole- 
some evidences of the influence of public opinion. 
He was content, therefore, to take it for granted 
that his colleagues resolution was offered bona fide, 
and his vote was accordingly given in its favor. 

But he regretted to find that only a miuority of 
the house voted with him, [Mr. 1.] on that resolu- 
tion. That a proposition so reasonable in itself 
should get the go by with the assent of a larze ma- 
jority of all parties; that so many of ali parties on 
this floor shonld manifest such nervous, shrinking 
and morbid sensitiveness whenever the subject of 
the tariff aud protective duties was referred to, how- 
ever remotely, would cause surprise and astonish- 
ment in the minds of those he had the honor ta re- 
present. He was grieved, too, on Saturday last, 
when the honorable gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. BARNARD], had moved a series of resolutions 
relerring the various topics embiaced in the presi- 
dent’s message to appropriate committees, that this 
question was the only one overlooked. He [Mr. 
1.] had endeavored to supply the omission by an 
ainendment directing a reterence to the committee 
on manulàctures, bnt was cut off by the sudden and 
prompt application of tlie previous question. Why 
was this, asked, Mr. I? Is this question of the ta- 
riff to be shunned and avoided like the ghost of 
abolition? Are the industrious classes of the com- 
munity to be deprived of a hearing on this floor? 
Why object to the printing of the memorial now 
presented? Why not refer all such memorials to 
tbe committee on inanntactures, that being the ap- 
propriate committee? Why not throw the respon- 
sibility on that committee, and let them investigate 
the subject? if it is inexpedient to act upon this 
question at the present session, let the committee 
say so. Even if the house is precluded from action 
now, that is no reason why the intervals of leisure 
afforded by the discussion and consideration of other 
topics conld not be appropriately ocenpied by the 
committee in the investigation of this subject. He 
believed it was conceded hy the opponents of a 
protective tariff that, in the adjustment of duties on 
imports for mere revenue purposes, incidental pro- 
lection might be given to domestic industry by dis- 
criminating duties. He would ask if that very mat 
ter of discrimination did not appropriately belong 
to the committee on manufactures, and he would 
appeal to the liberality even of those opposed on 
principle to the protective system to treat this ques- 
tion with the same launess which tbey accorded to 
otber questions. 

Mr. Pickens submitted to the gentleman from 
Peunsylvania how, in making this appeal to the 
liberality of the gentlemen froin the south, he could 
reconcile the distinction raised by the gentleman 


froin Massachusetts belween free labor and slave 
labor, &c. 


Mr. Irwin said it would be unbecoming in him 
to offer any explanation as to the meaning of the 
venerable gentleman froin Massachusetts, whilst 
ihat gentleman was here so ready and walling to ex- 
plain his own meaning. It would be presutaptous 
in bim, (Mr. 1.) and lie would not attempt it. 

Mr. [nwiN resumed. He could assure gentle- 
men that all attempts to give this questiou the go by 
would prove tutile. The manufactures aud me- 
chanies and working men of the country would be | tys Pa. : 
heard. They never would consent that their peti-1 Mr. Wright presented a remonstrance against the 
tions and memortals praying the consideration of | same from citizens of New York.” 


| pursue on this, to them, anc to the whole enuntry, 
most important question. Whenever the opportu- 

nity would be afforded, it was his intention to move 
a reference of that part of the president’s message 

which related to the tariff and duties on imports to 
the committee on manufactures. He would ask, at 
the same time, that all petitions on those subjects 

now laid on the table might have the satne ap- 
propriate reference. If this reasonable proposition 

should be voted down, he now gave notice of his 

intention, at the proper time, to introdnce a resolu- 

tion which gentlemen might consider a test ques- 

tion, and which he believed could not be evaded. 
He was the last inan to desire the introduction of 
any embarrassing topic at the present session, but 
he could not close his eyes to the obvious demands 
of duty upon him as the representative of a hard- 
worlong, honest and industiions people. Gentle- 

inen had spoken of what was going on in England 

on the subject of protective duties. It was true that 
lord John Russell had introduced a bill for the mo- 

‘ification of the corn laws, proposing a reduction 
of duties, it was said, equivalent to fifty per cent. 
lt was at least doubtful whether the ministry would 
be successful or fall a sacrifice to that measure, if, 
indeed, the measure itself originated in sincerity. 
Who could tell what would be its practical effect 
on the mannfacturing and agricultural interests of 
this country? Not one man in all this nation. The 
elfect, many feared, would be the entire prostration 
of American industry, and the arraying against our 
manufacturing interests other interests which hither- 
to had been united to them. Who, in this nation, 
could foresee the end of the agitation noty going on 
in Great Britain on the subjectofher corn laws? It 
might end like the famous controversy about free 
trade in that country years ago. 

Gentleman would recollect the famous rallying 
ery of “Huskinson and free trade" which Biitish 
mannfacturers and Diitish merchants spread even 
on this side of the Atlantic, with the view of affect- 
ing the decision of this very question on a former 
occasion. When the American compromise bill 
passed, said Mr. l. we heard no more of British 
hee trade, Jt remains to be seen whether all. this 
agilation and excitement on the suhject ofthe corn 
laws, on the other side of the Atlantic, have not 
their origin in kindred motives, and are not intend- 
ed to work sinilar results in this conntry. He trust- 
ed that the inotivu (o print tlie memorial wonld pre- 
vail, 

Mr. Borts rose and said that he knew of no 
practical good that could result from this debate, 
and as there was no important business before the 
house and there was a good deal belore the commit- 
tee of ways and means that might be matured pro- 
bably in the course ot three or four hours, if the house 
would aflord an opportunity, and then be proposed 
for the action of the house to-morrow, he would 
| move an adjournment. 

Mr. Apams asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Botts said as he had made his motion sim- 
ply for the purpose of affording the committee ot 
ways and means an opportunity to prepare busi- 
ness for the action of the house, he would withdraw 
his motion to adjourn, and move the previous ques- 
tion on tlie motion to print. 

[Cries of “That is 1t!" 

But the house, by ayes 79, noes 90, refused to 
second tlie deinand. 


TWENTY.SEVENTH CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. 

July 22. Mr. Smith, of Indiana, presented a pe- 
tition of citizens of Dearbon connty, in that state, 
praying congress for tlie passage of a general bank- 
tupt law this session. 

Mr. Tullinadge presented. petitions for the same 
object, hom New York, and Reading, Berks coun. 


which gentlemen of all parties seemed disposed to | 


The resolution off-red yesterday by Mr. Hender- 
son was adopted, calling on the navy department 
to prepare and lay betore the senate, at as early a 
day as possible, at the next session of congress, a 
report on the necessity and propriety of a naval de- 
pot and navy yard at the Gult of Mexico. 

The bill to change the place ot trial of general 
Gratiot, was taken up, and after considerable de- 
bate, the question on its passage was ncgatived; 
yeas 19, nays 26. 

According to notice of yesterday, Mr. Berrien 
moved to take up the bankrupt bill. He said that 
public attention had been directed anxiously to this 
measure, as appeared from the numerons memorials 
presented since they had been in session. The bill 
was the satne as that introduced at an anterior ses- 
sion, with a single change as to the limitation of the 
tine it was to be in force. ft contained two prin- 
ciples; the oue relating to voluntary bankrupt, and 
applicable to all persons without limit to the amonnt 
of indebtedness; and the other compulsory, and ap- 


plicable to merchauts, retailers, bankers, lactois, 
brokers, underwriters aud marine insurers, the 
amount of whose debt must not be less than $2,000. 

The motion was then carried, the bill taken up, 
and read through by sections, the objects ot which, 
Mr. B. severally ana briefly explained. 

A debate arose on the hitb section, Mr. Barrow 
inquiring if its provisions were not in conflict with 
thase of the second, which was important to Loui- 
siana, as protecting the rights of married women and 
minors, under their peculiar systein. 

After explanation on this by Messrs. Berrien, 
Huntington, Walker and Barrow, no amendment 
being inade, the remainder of the bill was read, and 
one or two slight modifications adopted. 

The bill was about being reported to the senate, 
when Mr. Nicholson said he intended, if offered by 
no one else, to move an amendment, to include 
within the provisions of the bill, all banks, whether 
incorporatcd or not. But as he had not prepared it, 
on motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, with a view to 
give time for the preparation of amendments, the 
senate went into executive session; and, after which, 
adjourned. 

July 23. Resolutions were submitted by Messrs. 
Phelps and Headerson, which lie over one day. 

Mr. Preston, from the committee on military af- 
luis, reported house bill making appropriations tor 
fortifications and for the prevention aud suppression 
ol Indian hostilities, without amendment. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
ol the bankrupt bill, as the general order. 

Mr. Nichotson moved to amend the bill, so as to 
include incoipoiations within its provisions. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, suggested to the senator 
that he had. better inodify his proposition so as to 
exclude such corporations az were owned wholly or 
jin part by states. 

Mr. Nicholson then sent to the chair the follow- 
ing proviso, to come in the 2st line of the first sec- 
tton of the bill: 

“Provided, That all banking corporations, except 
those in which the stock is owned wholly or in pait 
by a state, or for which a state is responsible, char- 
tered for the purpose of issuing notes or other evi- 
dences of debt, to be put in circulation as money, 
shall he liable to become bankrupt according to tliis 
act." 

Mr. Nicholson advocated the amendment at some 
length. He had made the modification at the sug- 
gestion ot his friend from Alabama, but he had not 
the slightest doubt of the pawer of congress to in- 
clude all banks. The evil this sought to remedy 
had been extensively felt in more than two-thirds 
of this union, in which the eurrency was different 
either tu kind or value. The amendment he had 
| proposed would reach the evil by holding out to 
|every bank the certainty ol its dissolution in case of 
suspension. 

Mr. Benton attached immense importance to the 
[amendment. The opinion in regard to embracing 
‘corporations in a bankrupt bill was a growing one. 
He coutended that they came witbin the provisions 
of a bankrupt act, as mauy of them had suifered 
from the fact of having mixed up with their legiti- 
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mate business the perils of banking. He insisted 
that the eflect of such a provision would be to sepa- 
rate the sound banks from the rotten ones, and would 
act as a better regulator than any national institution 
possibly could do. 

Mr. {Woodbury could see no reason why natural 
persons should be subject to all the penalties of this 
law, and artificial persons should not. He quoted 
Mr. Appleton’s opinion in favor ot the application 
of such a law, as most likely to be tnore effectual 
in preventing specie payments than any other mea- 
sure whatever. f 

Mr. Il'illiums pointed to the state of Maine, where 
the bankrupt law of the state was in force against 
banks, to which he, in a greal measure, attributed 
their present soundness. f 

Mr. Sevier contended that the subject belonged 
wholly to the states, and that for this government 
to undertake to do what the states had not done, 
was an implication that the states had notacted cor- 
reetly; and he for one would not sanction it by his 
vote. 

Mr. Berriea replied at length against the adoption 

ofthe amerdinent. He thought difficulties might | 
occur in arranging the details and the classing of | 
judicial interests with the state and United States 
courts, Another insuperable objection was that the 
banks were laboring under embarrassments, from 
the present prostrate condition of commerce, and 
the provisions of this act could not be extended to 
them without acting on tbe whole indebled commu- 
nity. 
Mr. Walker said this had ever been a lavorite 
measure with hit, since its first suggestion in 1837. 
There was no danger of the clashing of individual 
interests, because the bankrnpt law would override 
the state laws, and it was for that purpose it was 
needed to give unilormity to its action. 

Mr. Bayard moved to amend the amendment by 
striking out the words ‘except those in which the 
stock is owned wholly or in part by a slate, or for 
which a state is responsible,” giving his reasons 
therefor at some length. 

Mr. Headerson followed at some length. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, had some scruples as to 
the power of the general governinent to interfere 
with institutions emanatiug from states, but when 
it was sought to enlarge their powers he must at 
once oppose the amendinent. 

Mr. Smith, ot Con. said that where the powers of 
the state and general governments were in conflict 
under this act, the state must yield. He thought 
this the time, above all others, for the insertion of 
such a provision in the bill. 

Mr. Benfoa said many of his friends were not pre- 
pared to vote on this amendment, and he would pro- 
pose that it be printed, and lie over till to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr. Berrien said the matter bad been repealedly 
before the senate, and as they were much behind 
the house, he hoped no delay would be made. 

Mr. Beaton then moved to lay the bill on the la- 
ble, which was carried: ayes 20, noes 17. 

Mr. Clay then gave notice that lie should move 
to take up the bank bill to-morrow. 

Mr. Tallmadge moved to go into executive ses- 
sion. 

Mr. Clay moved lo lake up the bankrupt bill now; 
and on that called the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Tallmadge withdrew his motion, and the 
qustion being on the molion to take up the bank- 
rupt bill, Mr. Clay appealed to the friends of the bill 
to sulter them to go on with at now, and nol wait in 
this inanner for the various amendinents, greatly re- 
tarding the bill, as they had a mass of business on 
their table. 

The question was then taken, and the senate de- 
cided to take up the bill, by yeas 26, nays 22. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment offered by Mr. Bayaid, and de- 
cided in the atlirmative, as tollows: 
|, YE AS— Messrs, Allen, Archer, Bates, Bayard, Ber- 
rien, Clioate, Clay, of Kv. Clayton, Evans, Graliam, 
Henderson, Huntington, Mangum, Miller, Phelps, Por- 
ter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Southard, "l'allimadge, 
Walker, Williams, Woodbridge—2-t. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Dixon, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Monon, Nicholson, Pierce, Prentiss, Se- 
vier, Smith, of Ind. Sturgeon, Tappan, White, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—22. 

The qnestion was then taken on the amendment 
as amended, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Benton, Bu- 
RET. Linn, MeRoberis Nicholsin, Pieree, Smith, 
vt Conncetiem, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walke /illiams 
Woodbury, Wiight—16, Iren NEU HD 

NAYS— Messrs, Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Calhoun, 
Chonte, Clay, of Alabaina, Clay, ot Kentucky, Clayton 
Cuthbert, Dixon, Evans, Fulton, Graliam, Henderson, 
Huntington, Kerr, King, Mangum, Merrick, Muller, 
Morehead, Mouton, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 


Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallinadge, Woodbridge—34. 

Mr. Tappaa moved to adjourn. The long and 
exhausting sessions, and the heat of the weather, 
were such as to cause great weariness and lassitude. 
The motion was lost—17 to 23. 

Mr. IVright then moved to strike out that clause 
which relates ta the privileges allowed to married 
women and minors,in the second section, cn the 
ground that it deprived the bill of that unitormity of 
system which ought to belong to a general bank- 
rapt law. 

This amendment was opposed by Messrs, Hun- 
lington and Walker. 

Mr. Mouton said, if this provision was slrickeu 
out, he could not give his support to the bill. 

The question was then taken on striking out, and 
decided in the negative, as follows: 

Y EAS— Mesers. Benton, Clay, of Alabamn, Fulton, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, Prentiss, Se- 
vier, Sturgeon, Tappan, White, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, Yonng—17 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, flendersoo, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Mouton, Phelps, Porter, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Connecticut, Smith, of 
Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, Woodbridge 


Mr. McRoberts moved to amend the bill by strik- 
ing out “more than two months” from the second 
section, but it did not prevail. 

At the suggestion ol Mr. Young, the bill was so 
amended as to exclude from the privileges ot the act 
all persons who had alien trusts confided to them. 

The bill having been reported to the senate as 
amended, on the question that this bill be engrossed, 
Mr. Prentiss rose and delivered his ‘views at some 
considerable length against the general features of 
the bill, deelaring it to favor the debtor interest 
alone, while that of the creditor was entirely over- 
looked. 

The question being taken on the engrossment, it 
was decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Henderson, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Mouton, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith, of 
Indiana, Southard, ‘Tallmadge, Walker, White, Wil- 
liams, Woodbridge, Young—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Areher, Bayard, Benton, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, Gra- 
bam, Kings Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Woodbury, Wright—22. 

Ard the senate adjourned. 

July 24. Mr. Tullmadge presented a bundle of 
memorials asking the enactinent of a bankrupt law. 
They were from cities and other portions of the in- 
terior of the states of N. York and Pennsylvania. 

The two resolutions subinitted yesterday by Mr. 
Phelps, calling for information in relation to our 
commercial interconrse with Sardinia and other 
countries, were taken up and adopted. 

The bankrupt bill was then read a third time, and 
on the question, “shall this bill pass?” 

Mr. Tallmodge rose and spoke tor npwards of an 
hour in favor of the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Buchanan folowed at some considerable 
length against the principles of the bill and its de- 
tails. 

Mr. IValker followed in reply, contending, with 
great earnestness, for the principles of the bill and 
its details. 

Mr. Berrien replied at length to the arguments 
of Mr. Buchanaa, defending, with much zeal, the 
principles and details of the bill. 

Mr. Prentiss said, as the bill involved very im- 
portant principles, he would move that the question 
be taken by yeas aml nays. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
passage ol the bill, the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messra. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Hender- 
son, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Mouton, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Sinith, of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, White, Williams, Wood- 
bridge Youna—26, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Baynrd, Benton, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, Graham, King, Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, 
Pieree, Prentiss, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of Con. Stur- 
goon, Tappan, Woodbury, Wright--23. 

Mr. Clay then moved to take up the bank bill, 
and requested that the question on agreeing with 
the committee on the several amendments should 
be taken separately on each. 

This wotion having been agreed to, the question 
was taken, and several of the amendinents were 
concurred in. 

The amendinent lo the 11th section having been 
read, viz: 

"Provided no assignment or transfer of stock 
shall at any time be made to others than citizens of 


the United States, or corporations and companies 
of the several states, or of the United States and 
territories thereof; and, if otherwise made, the same 
shall be void, and the stock so unlawíully transter- 
red shall be forfeited and accrue to the surplus fund 
of the bank." 

Mr. Clay said he could not on full reflection 
agree to that amendment. It was putting a restric- 
tion on the holder, whieh wonld impair the value 
of his property. He thought the other provisions, 
which forbid foreigners and foreign corporations 
from taking any stock, were amply sufficient with- 
out the insertion ot this proviso. The bill already 
contained almost every possible restriction, and yet 
threats of war had been made on it from the other 
side. He hoped this amendment would not be 
agreed to. 

Mr. [Valker declared that to confine the taking 
of stock to citizens of the United States would be 
rendered entirely nugatory 1f. this provision were 
abandoned. What difference did it make if the 
stock was allowed to be sold by owners to loreign- 
ers, and what guard would the other proviso be if 
American owners eould sell to them at pleasure?— 
None whatever. And this clause was pnt in ex- 
pressly for the purpose of lorbidding such sale. 
The senator from Kentucky had mate some allu- 
sion to threals of war on the bank, and be could 
tell that senator that ifit is to be made, it would be 
much more likely, and lhere would be mucb slron- 
ger ground for it, if the baok should be in posses- 
sion of British stoekholders, and in that event it 
wonld be more easily vanquished. 

Mr. Hunliaglon made some observations; when 
Mr. Clay, of Alabama, demanded the yeas and 
nays on the proposition. 

The question stood for striking out 24, against 
it 26. 

The following amendment to tlie 17th section 
having been read— 


“Giving to any number of stockholders of said 
bank not less than fen, and to their agents or attor- 
neys in fact, tbe privilege in such examination to 
inspect any and all private and individual accounts, 
dealings, and accommodations with said bank and 
its several offices of discount and deposite."" 

Mr. Clayton hoped the atnendment would not be 
concurred in, und pointed out the effects likely to 
ensue from its adoption. 

Mr. Walker said this amendinen! was made on 
his motion, and had been concurred in by the whig 
side of the senate. If there was any one subject on 
which the whigs were more united than on another, 
it was on this very provision. Could it be possible 
that, after all the abuses which experience had 
shown to have sprung from the want ot such a fea- 
ture ina charter, it could now be voted down?— 
Unless gentlemen intended that all the proceedings 
of the bank should be veiled in secrecy and myste- 
ry,they would not interlere with that proposition. 

Mr. Clay said that the evils which gentlemen 
seemed to taney could not occur. It there was any 
bank bill which came within a hundred miles of 
the present in point of guards and restrictions, be 
should like to see it. What did the prior clause of 
the section say? Had not the head of the treasury 
the right to inspect books, papers, and even ac- 
counts of individuals? Was not the condition of 
the bank to be published monthly? And were not 
the bank and its branches open at all times to the 
free and unrestricted inspection of a committee of 
either house of congress, eoinmitlee of the stock- 
holders, and to each and all the directors ot the 
bank? And yet senators talk of **shrouding in se- 
crecy! veiling in mystery," when the present char- 
ter had outstripped all that had ever preceded it, 
in the care taken to prevent every abuse. By the 
amendment as it stood, any nuinber of stockhold- 
ers not less than ten, and owning only a single 
share of stock, which might have been obtained 
only the day before, have the right to go into an ex- 
amination of all the private dealings of the bank. 
Such a clause would place the institution complete- 
ly at the disposal ol its enemies, Persons, froin 
whiin, caprice or malice, could derange or inter- 
rupt its functions. He would therefore move to 
modify the amendment so as to insert after the 
word den, “who shall hold in their own right five hun- 
dred shares of said bank, and shall have held the same 
three months prior thereto,” 

Mr. Walker said that the amendinent had been 
placed where it stood alter a solemn argument in 
the committee. Now, the proposition was to open 
the examination to the rieh and wealthy stockhol- 
der, but not tothe poor. Before an examination cat 
be made the stockholders must own $5,000 worth 
ol stock, while ter individuals with one or more 
share only could not have that privilege. Why 
make the rich stockholder more powerful than he 
was? Why make so odious a discrimination, and 
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one so directly at war with the genius and spirit of} The question was thea taken,and the amendment! NAYS— Messrs. Barrow, en rmm ndm 
our institutions? Why not leave it open to all? He | of the committee rejected, as loliows: Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Grahaui, 


should demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Clay. The poor! the poor! were to be abridg- 
ed oj their rights! How so? Was it to he supposed 
that any ten stockholders who might get hold of a 
single share tor the purpose of prying into private 
accounts of individuals, or of destroying the insti- 
tution, would be permitted to do so? What mer- 
chant, what business man, would keep his accounts 
or raake his deposites in such an institution, under 
such cireumstances? The object was not as the 
senator had supposed, to prevent examination; but 
he did not desire to see the amount so small that 
any speculator or his agent should have the power 
to examine into the concerns of the bank for sinister 
purposes. The senator from Mississippi was mis- 
laken in supposing that each one of the stockhol- 
ders should hold five hundred shares; it wbat that 
amount in their aggregate capacity; it was necessa- 
ry that amount should be represented before such 
examination was made; and any stockholders hav. 
ing cause for fear cnuld at any time associate to- 
gether—that was, any nine of them could associate 
with one, il they pleased, so as to secure the ob- 
ject. "The principle of his amendment came from 
the other house; the popular, the democratic branch. 

Mr. Walker was not aware that the other branch 
had adopted the feature. 

Mr. Clay said it was iu the bill before that body. 

The question on the amendment being taken, the 
vote stood as tollows: 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, 
Smith, of Ind. Southard, ‘Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
bridge—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nichol- 
son, Pierce, Porter, Sevier, Smith, of Coan. Sturgeon, 
‘Tappan, Walker, Willams, Woodbury, Wright, Young 
—93. 


So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Clay now expressed a hope that tbe entire 
amendment would be rejected. 

Mr. Porter had voted for the amendment. He 
had some experience in relation to the banking 
p.iuciple, and he thought the principle of publicity 
a very salutary one; but he was not aware at the 
time of the abuse to which it might be snbjected. 
He would move to modily the amendment so as to 
insert alter the word len, “each of whom shall hold 
not less than five shares.” 

Mr. Walker professed himself satisfied with the 
modification, and it was adopted. ; E 

The question was then taken on enncurring in 
the amendment as amended, and decided in the ne- 
gative as foltows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Ducbanan, Cal 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cutlibert, Fulton, Henderson, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicbolson, Pierce, 
Porter, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, 
Smith, of Inda. Southard, ‘Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
bridge—26. 

So the amendinent was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the senate then ad- 
journed. 

July 26. Mr. Sevier presented a letter from the 
secretary of war in relation to the claim of a Chne- 
taw Indian now iu this city, praying for the confir- 
mation of certain land titles to that tribe. 

Mr. Cluy, of Ky. presented a petition signed by 
many respectable intiabitants of tbe city of Wash- 
ington, who were men of business, calling the at- 
teutinn of congress to the business rondition ot the 
District of Columbia, owing to the state in which 
the banks of the District were left by the late ad- 
ministration, and respectfully asking the recharter 
of the banks of the District tor a hinited time. 

The bank bill was then taken up, the question 
being on the further concurrence with the amend- 
rente of the committee. 

‘The amendment providing that the bank shall not 
increase the amount of debts due to it when the 
notes exceed three times the amount of specie in its 
vaults, was, on notion of Mr. Clay, of Ky. modifi- 
ed so as to provide thatthe bank shall not kaowingly 
increase the amount of debts due to it, when the 
notes in ciiculation exceed three times the amount 
of specie in its vaults; and wbenever such excess 
takes place, it shall be the duly of said corporation to 
return to this proportion, with as fitile delay as wilt be 
safe and pructicable. 

The amendinent was opposed by Messrs. Clay 
and Huntington, and advocated by Messrs. Walker, 
Clay, of Ala, and Lina. 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Ala. Cutlibert, Fulton, King, Linn. McRoberts, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, Young—23. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Chnate, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, 
Sinith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
bridge—25. 

Mr. Clay opposed the amendment in the same 
fundamenta] rule, providing that no note or bill of 
whieh any member of either honse of congress of 
the United States, is maker, drawer, endorser, ac- 
ceptor, or otherwise a party, shall be discounted. 

Mr. Wolker said, to remove the senator’s objec- 
tions, he would propose a modification, to provide 


congress. Would the senator compromise? He had 
before compromised, and on this ground they might 
now meet. 

Mr. Clay, said it would be a great improvement, 
but the amendment would still be open to objec- 
tion, as an unreasonable interdiction to members of 
congress. He would vote for the amendment, if the 
senator would offer it, though he should be after- 
wards obliged to vote against the whole amend- 
ment. j 

Mr. Welker then moved to strike out the amend- 
ment and insert, the proviso, that no note or bill 


shall be discounted for any member of either house 
| 


of congress. 

Mr. Buchanan said no member of congress ought 
to be a borrower at this bank, and he was willing to 
interdict them in this manner, which was but a 
small injury to them, as there were many other 
banks at which they might borrow. If this power 
was given, the directors would assist each other in 
making loans. 

Mr. Clay said the directors of the bank were not 
to have any loans, and therefore they would have 
no sympathy with the directors of the branches. 

Mr. Buchanan advocated the amendment at some 
length. 

Mr. Cuthbert dwelt on the propriety of the majo- 
rity adopting the amendments, of a just nature, of- 
fered by the opposition, in order to avoid all idea of 
the bank being a political institution. 

By general consent, the amendment of the com- 
mitiee was modified by adopting, unanimously, the 
amendment proposed by Mr. Walker, wtto then, at 
some length, advocated the amendment as modilied. 

Mr. Benton read trom the report of the investiga- 
tion of the proceedings of the late bank,a state- 
ment showing the amount of its loans to inembers 
of congress, editors of newspapers, &e. 

Mr. Clay further opposed the amendment. What 
was the principle contained in it? It was that mem- 
beis of congress should not share in the benefits of 
au institution to be created by their votes. On the 
same principle, it might be supposed that they vot- 
ed to reduce the tariff, for the purpose of getting 
their clothing cheaper. 

Messrs. Cuthbert and Linn advocated the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Pierce said the only hope to this country 
was in repeal. The amendments were to be voted 
down. He referred to loans of two hundred thou- 
saud dollars in one year, and three hundred thou 
sand in another, by the old bank to members of 
congress. 

Mr. Clay said that the greater part of the loans 
were made by those opposed to the bank. 

Mr. Buchonun had no doubt of that. 

The question was then taken; and the amendment 
as modified concurred in, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Preston, 
Rives, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tap- 
pan, Walker, Williams Woodbury, Wright, Young— 
xo. 


NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Ilenderson, Huatington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith, of Ind. 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—24. 

The question then being on the amendment of 
the committee, providing “that the entire liabilities 
of any one direetor of any of said offices to said 
corporation may exist to an amount not exceeding 
ten thousand dollars," after a tew remarks in its sup- 


port hy Messrs. Benton and Cuthbert, it was adopted | 


by the following vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bayard, Benton, 
| Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, Henderson, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mou'on, Ni- 
chulson, Pierce, Preston, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of Con. 
Sturgeoa, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, Young—27. 


that no note should be discounted by a member of | 


Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 2 - 
head, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Simmons. ee aan 
Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodhridge—24. 

After a concurrence in various others, the amend- 
ments of the committee were gone through. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, otfered an amendment, 
the object ot. which was to allow payment of sub- 
scriptions of stock in the bank to be made in certi- 
ficates of stock, issued under the act entitled «an 
act authorising a loan not exceeding twelve millions 
dollars." This amendment was adopted without a 
division. 

Mr. Clay offered several verbal amendments con- 
sequental on this, which were adopted. 

Mr. Huntington renewed his motion for amend- 
ment mate in committee, providing that no notes 
of less dennmination than five (instead of ten) dol- 
lars shall be issued. He advocated this at some 
length. 

After discussion hy Messrs. Woodbury, Bayard, 
Toppan, Buchanan, Huntington, Sevier aud Hender- 
son, the aineudinent was lost by an equal vote, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
maith, pt indians; Southard, Tallmage, White, Woud- 

ridge—25. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen 


at D arien 
on, Tappa: ralk 
| Wiliams, Woodbury, Washi Yone 24. ge 

Mr. Walker otfered his amendment which was 
ordered to he printed some days since, to strike out, 
at page 14, from line 16th to 20th the provision that 
three directors shall be appointed by the president, 
and insert a proviso, that during the next session of 
congress four directors shall be appointed by con- 
gress—two by the house of representatives, to be 
chosen at the same ballot, each nember being per- 
mitted to vote for one director only, and the two 
persons having the highest nnmber of votes to be 
declared elected; and two directors to be chosen in 
like manner hy the senate, and the four directors to 
be appointed in the same manner, on the first Mon- 
day ot January ol every year, during the existence 
of said corporation. 

This, being advocated by Mr. lVolker and op- 
posed by Mr. Cluy, was rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Linn, McRoberts, Pierce, Stur- 
genn, Walker, Williams, Whiglit, —7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Rates, Bayard 
Benton, Berrien, Calhoun, Choate, Clay, of Alabama, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Fulton, 
Graham, Hendersun, Huntington, Kerr, King, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tss, Rives, Sevier. Simmons, Smith, ot Connecticut, 
Smith, of fadiana, Tallmadge, Tappan, White, Wood- 
bridge—35. 

Mr. Bayord moved to amend the amendment, 
by striking out the words “debts due, and becoming 
due to said bank," and insert the wards “the dis- 
counts, loans and other investments, bearing interest 
of said bank," (which should never at any time ex- 
ceed the amount of capital stock paid in, and seven- 
ty-five per cent advance thereon. 

After some conversation by Messrs. Bayard, 
Simmons aud Buchanan, the amendment was reject- 
ed, without a division. 

Mr. Linn moved to insert, at page 14, line 52, the 
following: “and no person who was president or 
director of the old Bank of the United States, dur- 
ing the time of tbe government directors were ex- 
cluded from knowledge or participation in the aifairs 
of tbe said bank, and shall have concurred in said 
exclusion or in the measures of the bank producing 
curtailment, panic or pressure, in 1833 and 1834, 
shall ever be a director or agent of this bank or anv 
of its branches.” D 

This was supported by Mr. Linn, and opposed by 
Mr. Clay. It was then rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, 
of Alabama, Fulton, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Ni- 
cholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Tappan, 
Woodbury, Wright,—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrnw, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Hunüngton, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Mor-head, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, ‘Tall- 
madge, White, Woodbridge —233. 

Mr. McRoberts moved to insert, at page ISth line 
53, “and no person who wasa director of the old 
Bank of the United States, or a director at the time 
the committee of the house of representatives was 
refused leave to examine said bank, shall ever be 
eligible to the place of director, president. or officer 
ol this bauk or any of i!s branches; nor shall any per- 
son be re-eligible who shall have voted for any wil- 
| ful invasion of the provisions of this act, during pre- 
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vious service therein; and every person appointed 
director of this bank, or any of its branches, shall 
take and subscribe an oath, in duplicate, declaring 
that be has not willully concurred in any violation 
of this act; and all false swearing therein shall be 
held aud deemed willnl and corrupt perjury, and be 
punishable therefor.” f 

Mr. Clay hoped this bill of attainder would meet 
the fate of its predecessor. He would as soon vote 
for it on prineiple, aa to vote to take these roen np, 
and try and hang them without judge or jury. 

Mr. McRoberts said the amendment did not go as 
far as to hang them, but disapprobation to some de- 
gree ouglit tu be expressed against them, 

The amendment was lost, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay, of Alabama, 
Fulton, Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, 
S nith, of Conn. Tappan, Woodbury, Wright—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bavard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of. Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
gum, Merck, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. Benton moved to insett at the 34th page, 9th 
line, alter the word “bank,” “and so much of the 
constitution of the United States, and so much of 
the laws of the United States, and so much of every 
treasury regulation as are applicable to the public 
moneys in the treasury of the United States, shalt 
be heid and taken to apply to said moneys when 
deposited or placed in said bank or braaches.”” 

Mr. Clay said a previous section of the bill pro- 
vided that money deposited in this bank shall be 
taken tu be in the treasury, liable to be taken out 
only by check. 

The amendment was rejected, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Lian, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Suith, 
of Coanecueut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright—21. 

NAYsS-—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Simmons, Smith, of Ind. ‘Tallmadge, White, 
Wood bridge—27. 

Mr. Smith, of Connecticut, moved to iuaert at 
page 21, line 124, a provision that no loan should 
be made by said bank, or any of its branches, to any 
individual, company, corporation or state, of a lar- 
ger amount than ten thousand dollars, so long as any 
applications are pending or rejected of aless amount, 
on good notes, or bills of exehange which are suffi- 
ciently secured. 

This was rejected, by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
hous, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
of Counectient, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—2t. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Prestun, Sinmmans, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. Benton moved to add at the 20th page, line 
116, “nor shall any member of congress, during the 
time tiat he is a member, or for two years theieaf- 
ter, be a stockholder in said bank or attorney or 
counsel to the bank, or any of its branches, or be 
in any way employed, or receive any compensation 
Irom it, or any gratuity whatever.” 

‘This was rejected by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clav, ot Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Lion, Me- 
Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, 8nith, 
af Con. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wricht, Young—22. 

NAYS—Messre. Archer, Barrow, Bates. Bayard 
errien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hunungton, Kerr, Man- 
eum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Lren- 


' 


üss, Preston, Rives. Sunmons, Snath, o£ Did. South- | 


aid, Tallmadge, White, Woodhbridgce—29 

Mr. Tappan muved to add at the elos 
as au additional seetion, the following: 

“And be it further enacted, That Mis being an net 
to.create a fiseal agent tor the government ot the lurt- 
ed States, congress hereby asserts the power wader the 
eoustitution, to alter ar repeal the anme at pleasure, ex- 
eept so far us it provides tor the payment of the loans 
that nay be contracted under is provisions? 

‘To this, Mr. Walker offered the following amend- 
ment: “And provided, that uo person shall be de- 
prived ot any property held under sanl act by such 
alteration or repeal, in any manner repugnant tothe 
Sth article of the amendments to (he constitution of 
the United States.” 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected 
without a division; aud the question then being on 
the amendment of Mr. Tappan, this was rejected as 
follows: 


e of Ihe bill 


—CONGRESS. 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
honn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fuhon, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Monton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, Young—2t. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 


Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Summons, Smith, of Ind. Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—28. 

Mr. King moved to insert a prohibition of loans 
or discounts to the president of the United States, 
the vice president, to the heacs of any of the exe- 


torney general of the United States included, or to 
any judge of the supreme court. 

After a brief discussion, by Messrs. King and 
IValker this amendment was negatived, as lol- 
lows: 

Y EAS8—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
of Connectieut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, Young--23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
Woodbridge—27. 

Mr. King suggested to the senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Morehead), as the amendments were 
completed, to suffer the bill now to be engrossed to 
a third reading, as this would cut off further amend- 
menta that might arise to hinder the bill, and on the 
question of the third reading of the bill the whole 
subjeet would be open for discussion, He was pre- 
prepared to take the vote on the engrossmenl now, 
and thus they would be enabled soouer to take the 
question on its final passage. 

A further conversation took place, in which 
Messrs. Cathoun and King desired the question now 
| to be taken on the engrosament; and Messrs. Clay, 

of Keatucky, and Morehead declined binding them- 
| selves, and positively cutting off all amendments, as 
they, the friends of the bill, were responsible for it, 
and in the haste in which they had gone through it, 
they might have passed over some necessary amend- 
ments. ‘They would agree to fix any hour to-mor- 
row which the opponents of the bill wonld agree 
to, say twelve o'clock, when tbe debate shonld eease, 


any, and on the final passage of the bill. 

Ou motion of. Mr. Berrien tbe senate tben ad- 
journed. 

July 27. Mr. Young presented a memorial from 
a number of citizens of Iltnois, in relation to the 
abolition of slavery, not only in the states and ter- 
ritories, but depreciating any foreign influence in 
the matter, or any union ot church and state. The 
motion to receive ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Allen presented a memorial from citizens of 
| Belmont, remonstrating against a national hank, as- 
sumption of state debts, protective tariff, and the 
| distribution of public lands. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial of the anti- 
slavery society of Pennsylvania in favor of abolish- 
ing slavery in the District ot Columbia. Motion to 
receive ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a number of citizens of Piltsburg, Penn- 
|Sylvauia praying the establishment of a national 
| bank and branelies in the several states. 

Mr. Preston asked leave to introduce a bill, the 
subjeet matter of which did not come within the 
scope of bnsiness laid down for action at the pre- 

| sent session; but such was the condition of the bu- 

siness under the commission to carry into effect the 
| provisions of the treaty with Mexico, that be kop- 
| ed the introduction ot the bill would be admitted by 
general consent. 

Leave liaving been. granted, Mr. P. introduced a 
bill to amend the act entitled an act to carry into 
cllect the provisions of the treaty with Mexico. 
| Twice read and referred lo the committee on foreign 
relations. 


Mr. Tappan, by general consent, introduced a 
Joiut resolution for a distribution of a certain num- 
ber of copies of the Digest of Patents; which was 

| made the special order for Friday next. 

Mr. Benton sent an amendment to the chair, 
which he meant to offer whea the duty bill eame 
up. Ile said gentleinen had been hunting up every 
thing for taxation exeept physic and gew-gaws. It 
was ordered fo be printed. 

The hill to establish the fiscal bank was then ta- 
ken up. 

Mr. Morehead rose and delivered his views in fa- 
vor ol the bill in a speech of upwards of two hours? 
length: 

Messis. Calhoun, Allen, Benton and others re- 
joined. 


Berrien, Choat, Clay, of Kentucky, Dixon, Evans, | 


cutive departments, the postmaster general, and at- | 


and the question be taken on the amendments, il 


Mr. Simmons then moved to reconsider the vote 
of yesterday on the proposition to limit the issue of 
notes of not lesa denomination than $5. He had 
voted in the negative, but tiom conversations with 
his friends, it wag thought desirable in the pre- 
[sent state of the currency, to make the proposed 
change. 

Mr. Huntington briefly explained the object in 
view. 

When tlie motion to reconsider was taken by yeas 
aud nays, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
! Berrien, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans. Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington. Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mu- 
‘ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sim- 
mons, Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
W oocbridge— 27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
MeRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pieree, Rives, Sevier, 
Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, Young—23. 

The amendment was opposed by Mr Benton, and 
advocated by Mr. Smith, of Indiana. 

The question waa then taken on the adoption of 
Mr. Huntinglon's ameudment, and decided in the 
affirmative as iou0 ws: 

YEAS—Messrs. Areher, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mile 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sim- 
mons, Smith, of Ind. Sauthazd, Tallmadge, White, 
W oodbridge—27. 

NAYS—Messra. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay ot Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
MeRoberts, Nicholson, Pieree, Rives, Sevier, Smith, 
of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—22. 

Mr. Clay then addressed the senate at some con- 
siderable length in favor of the following amend- 
ment; which was to strike ont a portion of the 16th 
fundamental rule, and to insert the following: 
“And the said directors may also establish one or 
more competent offiecs of discount and deposite in 
any territory or district of the United States, and in 
any state with the assent of such state; and when 
established, the said office or offices shall not be re- 
moved or withdrawu by the said directors prior to 
the expiration of the charter, without the previous 
assent of congress: Provided in respect to any state 
which shall not, at the lirst session of the legisla- 
ture thereof held after the passage of this act, by re- 
solution or other usual legislative proceeding, uncon- 
ditionally assent or dissent to the establishment of 
such office or offices within it, the assent of the said 
state shall thereafter be presumed; and provided, 
nevertheless, that when it shall beeotne necessary 
and proper for carrying into execution any of the 
powers granted in the constitution, to establish an 
office or offiees in any of the states whatever, and 
the establishment whereof shall be directed by law, 
it shall be the duty of the said directors to establish 
such office or otlices aceordingly."* 

Mr. Rives followed at great length against the 
amendment. 


Mr. Preston addressed the senate in favor of the 
amendment. 


Messrs. Calhoun, Walker and Buchanan each 
spoke at length in opposition to it. 

Mr. Clay rejoined, and was followed by Mr. Rives 
in reply at very considcrable length; when the ques- 
tion was taken on the adoption of the amendment, 
and decided in the affirmative as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Preutiss, Preston, Simmons, 
Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
rid ge—25, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Areher, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, 
Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, Tapan, Walker, Wiliama, 
Woodbury, Wright, Young—24. 

Here there was cries “question on engrossment— 
question on engrossment.”* 


The question being then taken, the vote stood for 
engrossmnent as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay. ot Kentucky, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, 
Smith, of Jnd. Sonthard, Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
bridge—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pieree, Rives, 
Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Surgeon, Tappan, Wal- 
ker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Yonnz—24. 

The senate then adjonrued, after a protracted sea- 
sion of seven hours. 

July 283. The chair laid hefore the senate a mea- 
sage trom the president of the United States, en- 
closing a comiounication fiom the department of 
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state, in relation to arrearages of the outfits for di- 
plomatic agents of the government. 

Mr. Preston, fiom the committee on foreign rela- 
tions, reporied a bill to amend the act to carry into 
effect the provisions of the treaty with Mexico. 

This, ster some conversation by Messrs. Bu- 
chanan, Preston and Woodbury, was passed. 

On motion of Mr. Preston, the bill troin the house, 
making appropriations for varions fortifications, for 
ordnance, and for preventing and suppressing łn- 
dian hostilities, was taken up, and being read, was 
open for amendinents. 

After an interesting disenssion on the subject of 
fortifications, in which Messrs. Sevier, Preston, 
Pierce, Henderson, King, Burrow, Woodbury and 
Lian participated, Mr. Barrow moved to postpone 
the bill to Saturday nex!; which motion was carried 
and the bill postponed accordingly. 

The fiscal bank bill having been reada third time, 
and on the question “shall this bill pass?” 

Mr. Benton rose to deliver his views against the 
amendment of Mr. Clay, which had been engrafted 
on the bill yesterday. He said, if the charter was 
brought before the supreme court by a writ of er- 
ror, it would be reversed at onee. He said he 
would undertake to go into court with his writ, 
and return with a reversal as soon as the papers 
could be read. Mr. B concluded his remarks with 
a motion to postpone the bill indefinitely. 

Mr. Dizon replied to Mr. Benton, and contrnvert. 
ed his position that the amendinent of Mr. Clay, of 
yesterday, surrendered the branching power to the 
states. He contended that, although there was no 
express power in the constitution authorising con- 
gress toincoirpoiate a bank, with or without branch- 
es, or within or without the District of Columbia, 
yet the same might be done by congress whenever 
they were convinced that such an institution would 
be necessary and proper in carrying into execution 
auy of the express substantive powers conferred by 
the constitution on congress. 

He said it was the province of congress to deter- 
mine when that exigency had occurred, and whe- 
ther they determined at present or held the same 
for further consideration, it inade no difference; the 
right was not surrendered, it was affirmed by its 
future contemplated action. They held the power, 
and would decide it according to the test suggested 
by general Harrison, in which all seemed to ac- 
quiesce; that he would sanction a bank when con- 
vinced that it was necessary and proper to execute 
tlie other powers of governmen!; that congress still 
retains this power, and wall order branches where- 
ver that necessity is proved to exist. 

Mr. White addressed the senate for some time as 
to his peculiar understanding of the amendment 
that had been adopted on yesterday. 

Mr. Woodbury made a brief remark in favor of 
postponing the bill. He pronounced it defeet in 
detail, and said he hoped it would be postponed at 
least until a better could be matured. 

The question was then taken on the indefinite 
postponement, and decided in the nagative, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, McRo- 
berts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of 
Conn. Sturgeon, Tapan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—?21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Dates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Chuate, Clay, of Ky. Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntiogiun, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Sinmons, Sinith, of Iud. Southard, ‘Tallmadge, White, 
Woodbiidge—25. 

[Cries of “question! question?'] 

Mr. Henderson said he did not rise to make a 
speech, but simply a confession. If he bad been pre- 
sent on yesterday, he should have vated against the 
amendment, but he lad withdiawn rather than vote 
against the proposition of those with whota he had 
been politically associated. He was opposed to the 
principle, the time, manner and occasion. He 
should vote for the passage of the bill. 


The qnestion was then laken on the passage of 
the bill, and deeided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, ot. Kentucky, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Presion, Sim- 
mons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
Woodbridge—26 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of 
Conn. Sturreon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—23. 

As soon as the vote was announced, there was a 
very considerable sensation of applause in the gal- 
teries, which oceasioned one or two faint cries froin 
below of "clear the galleries." No attempf, how- 
ever, was made to do so. 


Mr. Merrick moved to take up the bill for the re- 
newal of the charters ot the banks of tbis District; 
but, on motion of Mr. Mangum, the senate adjourn- 
ed. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Thursday, July 22. Mr. King wished to call up 
the resolutiuu inquiring into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a line or lines of armed steamers, but 
Mr. Morgan objected. 

The house were then occupied during the whole 
session frum ten o'clock till two—iu the discussion 
of the following resolution, yesterday reported from 
the committee on commerce, by Mr. iFinthrop: 

Resolved, That a committee of nine members, not 
more than one of whom shall be from any one state, be 
appointed by the chair, to sit during the recess, for the 
purpose of taking evidence at the prineipal ports of en- 
try and elsewhere, as to the operation of the existing 
tariff system and rates of duties on imports, upon the 
manufaeturing, agrieultural and eominereial interests 
of the eountry, and of proeuring generally such infor- 
mation as may be useful to eongress in any revision of 
the revenue laws which may be attempted at the next 
session. 

Mr. Gilmer concluded his remarks—against the 
resolution—begun yesterday. He concluded by 
taoving to postpose till Monday week. 

Messrs. C. Brown, W. C. Johnson, Cushing and 
Nisbet addressed the bouse in delence of the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. Wise opposed the resolution, during ‘his 
hour," and afterwards, in a series of interruptions 
and rejoinders to Mr. Nisbet. Between these two 
gentlemen the dispnte assumed rather a personal 
character; and towards the close some violent per- 
sonal expressions fell from Mr. JFlise, which were 
responded to by Mr. Nisbet—but the details of 
private disputes in puhlie debate are not deemed 
worth giving. The occurrence made some eunfu- 
sion, and caused the house to adjourn sooner than 
usual—at lwo o'clock. 

A message was received from the president, an- 
nouneing that he had signed the loan bill. i 

And then the house adjourned. 

Friday, July 23. On leave given, Mr. Barnard 
presented the memorial of the board of trade of the 
city of New York, praying for a national bank; 
whieh was laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 


Also, three petitions for a hankrupt law. 


And the question recurring on the motion to 
postpone the further consideration of the resolution 
above given, until Monday week, the debate was 
continued by Mr. T. B. king, who addressed the 
honse in favor of the resolution. 

Mr. J. P. Kennedy (chairman of the committee 
on commerce) then made a powerful argument in 
tavor of the resolution, in favor of a revision ol the 
tariff, and tn favor of a system of protective duties. 
He insisted that the compromise itself was based 
on the principle of protection. He was willing to 
sustain that compromise act if it should afford suffi- 
cient protection to our 1aanufactures—he believed 
now that it, would atford such protection—but if it 
| should not, he did not hesilate to say thathe would 
have it nofwithslunding the compromise. He con- 
cluded wilh deprecating the further prolongation of 
the debate on this subject after two days thus occu- 
pied. He, therefore, with apologies for so doing, 
moved the previous question, 

Before the decision of the seconding the previ- 
ous qnestion, a eall of the house was ordered, and 
proceeded in until a large number of the absentees 
hau reported themselves. 

A motion was then made to lay on the table, 
which was lost: yeas 88, nays 113. 

And the question being taken on seconding the 
motion for the previous question—there was a se- 
cond. Mr. Wise asked the yeas and nays on ordering 
the main question; which were ordered, and being 
taken, were yeas 101, nays 100. Sothe main ques- 
tion was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. Turney asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question, which were ordered. 

And the main question being on the adoption of 
the resolution, was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar- 
nold, Ayerigy, Babeock, Baker, Barnard, Barion, Black, 
Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Brewster, Briggs, 
Brockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, W. - 
Butler, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clarke, 
Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, W. C. 
Dawson, John Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, 
Fillmore, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Patrick G. Goude, 
Greig, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, William S. Hastings 
Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James Irvine, William 
W. Irwin, James, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, 
King, Lawrence, Linn, MeKeon, Samson Mason, Ma- 
thio Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, 
Morris. Morrow, Nishet, Osborne, Parmenter, Pearce, 


The house then resumed the consideration of'the| Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Profit, Ramsey, B. Randall, 


repart and resolution, heretofore presented by Mr. 
Winthrop, from the committee on commerce, ap- 
pointing a committee to sit during the recess for 
taking evidence as to the operation of the existing 
system and rates of duties on imports, upon the 
manufacturing, agricultural and commercial inte- 
rests of the country. 

And the question being on the motion fo post. 
pone the further consideration of the resolution un- 
til Monday week—the debate was continued at 
great length by Mr. Rell. 

Mr. R. having conclnded, Mr. King, of Ga. ob- 
tained the floor. But the morning hour baving 
expired, Mr. Fillmore requested the gentleman to 
waive his right to proceed to-day, in order that he 
might move that the house go intu committee of 
the wbole on the state of the union for the purpose 
of taking up the revenue.bill. 

Mr. King said he thought that it would be better 
to proceed with the consideration of this resolution 
until the question was taken; but that, for the pur- 
pose of testing the sense of the house, he would 
yield to the suzgestion of the gentleman fiom New 
York, [ Mr. Fillmore]. 

Mr. Fillmore then moved that the house resolve 
itself into committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, jor the purpose of taking upthe revenue 
bill. He thought that the debate, which bad taken 
so wide a range on the resolution, might as well 
be continued in committee of the whole on the re- 
venue bill, as in the house omthis resolution. 

Mr. Cave Johnson inquired of the chairman of the 
committee of ways and means [Mr. Fillmore] whe- 
ther all the papers were printed. 

Mr. Fillmore said he had called at the printing 
office last night. He had there understood that the 
tables referred (o yesterday bad been furnished; 
they would be printed with all despateh and would 
probably be on the desks of the members very soon. 

Mr. King hoped that, as all the papers requisite 
to proper action upon the bill had not been laid on 
the tables, the house would dispose of the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Cave Johnson asked the yeas and nays on 
going into committee; which were ordered, and, be- 
ing taken, were yeas 87, nays 106. 

By gencral consent, Mr. Underwood presented a 
memorial which was referred to the coinmittee for 
the District of Columbia. 


Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Roosevelt, Rus- 
sell, Saltonstal!, Sergeant, Slade, Smith, Stanly, Stoke- 
ley, Stratton, Stuart, Summers, "l'alialerro, R. W. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Wallace, Washington, E. D. 
White, T. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Winthrop, 
Yorke, A. Young, J. Young—106. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Bee- 
son, Didlack, Bowen, Boyd, A. V. Brown, M. Brown, 
C. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Win. O. Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, P. C. Caldwell, John Campbell, 
Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Cravens, Daniel, G. 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, John B. Dawson, Dean, De- 
berry, Dimock. Doan, Doig, Eastman, J. C. Edwards, 
Egbert, J. G. Floyd. C. A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas 
F. Foster, Gamble, Gerry, Gilmer, W. O. Goode, Gor- 
don, Green, Gustine, Harris, J. Hastings, Hays, Honck, 
Houston, Hubbard, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jack, Cave 
Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, 
Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, A. McClellan, R. McClel- 
lan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, J. T. Mason, Ma- 
thews, Medill, Meriwether, Miler, Newhard, Oliver, 
Owsley, Payne. Pickens, Plumer, Reding, Rencher, 
Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shep- 
perd, Shields, Snyder, Sprigg, Steemod, Sumter, Ture 
ney, Van Buren, Ward, Warren, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, James W. Williams, C. H. Wiliams, 
Wise—104, 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Pickens, said the house was now far in ad- 
vance ol the senate in its business. The tables re- 
lating to the revenue bill had not yet been lurnish- 
ed; there was no business requiring immediate 
action; the weather was warm enough to melt man- 
kind—and he would therefore move that the house 
adjourn over until Monday next. 


The yeas and nays were asked and ordered. Aud 
there being strong raanifestations against the mo- 
tion in some parts of the hall—Mr. Pickens said 
that, as he did not desire to press the motion against 

| what seemed to be the general sense of the house, 
he would withdraw it. 

Mr Kennedy, of Md, renewed the motion, but, 
in compliance with the request of members around 
biin, Mr. K withdrew it. 

. Mr. McKeon moved a reconsideration of the vote 
;just taken by which the resolution providing ior 
| the appointinent of a select committee to inquire 
| into the practical operation of the revenue laws had 


ere adopted. Mr. MeK. moved that (he house 
adjourn, 


350 


The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and 
being taken, were: yeas 87, nays 115. So the 
house refused to adjourn. o 

Aad the question recurring on the motion to re- 
consider the vote on the said resolution—Mr. 
McKeon spoke in support of his motion, and gave 
notice ol his intention, if it should prevail, to offer 
an amendment to the resolution. ; 

Mr. Slokeley replied briefly to some of the points 
of Mr. Mckeon, and earnestly opposed the reconsi- 
deration. : f 

Projfit moved the previous question. 
ner asked Mr. P. to withdraw the motion. 
declined. 8 . 

Mr. IVeller moved that the house adjourn; which 
motion prevailing—the house adjourned. 

Saturday, July 24. Several petitions and memo- 
rials were, by general consent, presented and ap- 
propriately referred. 

The unfinished business of yesterday was the 
motion of Mr. MeKeon, to reconsider the vote by 
which the house bad adapted the resolution ap- 
pointing a committee to sit during the recess lor 
taking evidence as to the operation of the existing 
system and rates of duties on imports upon the ma- 
pufacturing, agricultural and commercial interests 
of the country. The pending qnestion was on se- 
conding the motion of Mr. Profit lor the previous 
question. 

Mr. Lewis IVilliams moved a call of the house, 


Mr. Ray- 
Mr. P. 


and asked the yeas and nays on that motion; which! 


were ordered, and heing taken, were: yeas 82, pays 
93. Soa call of the house was refused. 

And the question recurring on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question, there was a second, 

Mr. J. Thompson Mason asked the yeas and nays 
on ordering the main question; which were not or- 
dered. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

The main question, *sball the vote be reconsi- 
dered?” was then taken, and decided in the affirma- 
tive, as lollows: 

Y E AS—Messrs. L. W. Andrews, Arrington, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Bidlack, Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, A. V. 
Brown, Charles Brown, M. Brown, Burke, Sampson 
H. Butler, Wiliam O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, P. 
C. Caldwell, J. Campbell, Wn. B. Campbell, T. J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clin- 
ton, Cravens, Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, R. D. Da- 
vis, Dean, Deberry, Dimoek, Doan, Doig, Eastman, 
J. C Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, John G. Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornanee, Gilmer, W. O. Goode, 
Gardon, Green, Gustine, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubbard, Hunter, 
Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Lewis, Linn, Littletield, 
Lowell, A. MeClellan McKay, McKeon, Mallory, 
Marchand, J. ‘Tl. Mason, Mathews, Medill; Miller, 
Newhard, Oliver, Owsley, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, 
Reding, Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Sanford, 
Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shields, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Steenrod, Sumpter, J. B. Thompson, R. W. Thoinp- 
son, Turney, Van Buren, Wird, Warren, Watterson, 
Weller, Westbrook, J. W. Williams, C. H. Wilhams, 
Wise—106, : 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, S. J. Andrews, Arnold, 
Averigs, Babeock, Baker, Black, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Brewster, Briggs, Broekway, Bronson, Bur- 
nell, Calhoun, Chittenden, Jahn C. Clark, Staley N. 
Claike, Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Williatn C. Daw- 
son, John Edwards, Fessenden, Fillmore, Gates, Gen- 
try, Giddings, Goggin, P. G, Goode, Greig, Hall, Hal- 
sted, William S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 
Hunt, James Irvine, William: W. Irwin, James, John 
P. Kennedy, King, Lawrenee, Samson. Mason, Ma- 
thiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, 
Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, Parmenter, Pendleton, 
Pope, Profit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, 

Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Si- 
monton, Slade, Smith, Stanly, Stratton, Stuart, Sum- 
mers, ‘Taliaferro, Tillinghast, "Poland, Tomlmson, 
‘Triplett, Trambull, Wallace, E. D. White, ‘Thomas 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, +. L. Williams, Wim- 
throp, Yorke, A. Young, Johnu Young--90. 

So the vote was reconsidered, 


And the question recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution Mr. Kennedy, of Mit. moved to lay 
the resolution on the table; which motion having 


been azreed to, the resolution was laid on the table. 

Oa motion of Mr, Thomas Butler King the house 
took up lor consideration tbe following resolution, 
lieretotore. reported by Mr. K. from the committee 
on naval atlairs: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy is hereby | 
directed to inquire mto the expediency of aiding indi- 
viduals or companies In the establishment of lines of 
armed steamers between some of our principal north- 
ern and sonthern ports, and to foreign ports; ta udver- | 
tine dur proposals for the establishment of such lines as 


he may deem most important and practicable; nnd to to 


report to this house at the next session of conuress. 
Mr. Cuve Johnson moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, 
And the question being taken, the house refused | 
to lay the resolution on the table, 


And the question recurring on the adoption there- 
of, Mr. Cave Johnson asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. Lewis Williams called for the reading of the 
resolution; which having been read, Mr. Irwin of- 
fered the lollowing amendinent: 

«After the words ‘foreign ports,’ insert the words, 
*and on the rivers Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio and 
the lakes,” 

And then insert, as additional*resolutions, the 
following: 

“Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be, and he 
is hereby, directed to inquire and report to the next 
session of congress as to the expediency of purchasing 
and establishing a site for a ship-yard. on the Ohio or 
Mississippi river, to serve as a depot for naval stores 
and to give the means lor repairs. 

“Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be also 
instructed to inquire and report as to the expediency of 
establishing depats fur coal to be used in the naval ser- 
vice at Mabile, Pensacola, Key West and such other 
points as may be deemed suitable.” 

Mr. Sleenrod asked the yeas and nays on the 
amendment; which were ordered. 

Mr. Irwin addressed the house briefly in favor of 
his amendment. Mr. I. baving concluded, and the 
morning hour having expired within a few mi- 
nutes— 

Mr. Cushing moved that the house resolve itself 
into committee of whole on the state of the union, 
with a view to take np the bill in relation to duties 
and drawbacks. His object was to give the chair- 
man of the committee of ways aud means an oppor- 
tunity of making his opening statement; after which, 
as all the papers had not yet been Jurnished, be 
hoped the committee would rise and report pro- 
gress, and that the house would adjourn. 

Mr. Gilmer asked the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion; which were refused. 

And the question being taken, the motion, by 
ayes 115, noes not counted, was agreed to. 

So the liouse resolved itselt into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Cushing, of 
Massachusetts, in the chair). 

Mr. Fillmore moved that the committee take up 
the bill in relation to duties and drawbacks, com- 
inonly known as tbe revenue bill. 

Mr. Pickens called for tellers on the motion; and 
they were ordered. 

And Messrs. Hopkins, of Virginia, and Young, of 
New York, were appointed in that capacity. 

Mr. Gilmer and Mr. Shields rase to inquire of the 
chairman of the cormioittee of ways and means 
whether the tabular statements so much spoken 
of had been obtained? 

Mr. Filmore. They are not yet laid on our ta- 
bles. Mr. Shields inquired when they might be ex- 
pected. 

Mr. Fillmore said they might be expected every 
moment. He had sent for them. 

And the question on the motion of Mr. Fillmore 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative, ayes 
90, woes 78. And the bill having been read through, 
was then read by sections; and the question being 
on the first section thereof, Mr. Fillmore, went into 
a succinct and lucid expose of the gronads of the 
bill, showing from tlie average results of the last 
four years, both in receipts and expenditures, com- 
pared with what may justly be anticipated for tour 
years to come, that there mnst be a large deficit in 
the treasnry—on which assumption he strongly ar- 
gued the necessity lor such an augmentation of du- 
ies as is proposed in the bill. 

Mr. F. had not concluded his remarks when the 
chairman apprized him that his honr had expired, 
and gave the floor to Mr. Lawrence, of Pa. who 
moved to amend tlie first section of the bill by in- 
cluding amongst the articles exonerated from the 
operation thereof, the articles of «tea and coffee. 

Mr. L. then moved that the comminitttee rise; 
whieh inolion prevailing, the committee rose, re- 
ported progress, and obtained leave to sit again. 

Mr. Underwood moved that the bill from the se- 
nate in relation to the census (now on the speaker's 
table) be taken up and referred toa select commit- 
tee of seven members. 

Mr. Roosevell (remarking that a precisely similar 
bill had been reported by a coinmittee of this house) 
moved the reference of the senate bill to the com- 
miftee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Some conversation followed in which Messrs. 
Underwood, Roosevelt and J. T. Masoa, participated. 
When Mr. Underwood withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Williams, of Maryland, renewed it. 

And the question being taken, the house refused 
reler the bill to the committe of the whole on the 
state of the union. 

And the bill was then referre? to a select coin- 


| mittee, ta consist of seven members. 


And, on motion ot Mr. Linn, the house adjourn- 


| ed. 
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Monday, July 26. The speoker announced the 
names of the following gentleman as composing the 
select committee ordered to be appointed on Satnr- 
day last, on the bill from the senate in relation to 
the census: 

Messrs. James W. Williams, Underwood, A. Ran- 
dall, Roosevell, Moore, Chapman and Smith. 

Mr. Fillmore moved that the bouse resolve itself 
into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union for tbe purpose of resuming the consideration 
of the revenue bill, which motion, by aves 66, noes 
60, was agreed to. 

By general consent, the speoker laid before the 
house certain depositions in the case ot the con- 
tested election from Virginia; which were referred, 
on motion of Mr. Gilmer, to the committee on elec- 
tions. 

A message was received from the senate, through 
Asbury Dickens, esq. secretary of that body, stating 
that the senate had passed a bill to establish a uni- 
form system of bankruptey throughout the United 
States, and asking the concurrence of this house 
therein. 

The honse resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union (Mr. Cushing, of 
Massachusetts, in the chair), and resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill in relation to duties and draw- 
backs. 

The pending question being on the motion of 
Mr. Lawrence, of Pennsylvania, to amend the first 
section of the bill by including among the articles 
exonerated from the operation thereo[ the articles 
of “tea and coffee.” 


Mr. Lawrence addressed the committee briefly in 
favor of his amendment—yielding the floor for the 
purposes of explanation, successively, to Messrs. 
Warren, Wise, Pickens and Fillmore. 


Mr. Atherton (with a view, he said, of replying 
to remarks made by the chairman of the committee 
of ways and means on Saturday last) moved to 
strike out the enacting clause of the bill. 

The chairman said that that motion, being eqni- 
valent. if it should prevail, to a rejection of the bill, 
would take precedence of all motions to amend. 


Mr. Atherton then addressed the committee at 
great lengtb, chiefly in reply to the calculations and 
estimates subinitted by Mr. Fillmore on Saturday 
last, and with a view to show that they did not 
present a proper basis forthe action of the house, 
as to the amount of revenue to be provided, &c. 

Mr. Rhett made some brief explanations in rela- 
tion to his views on the snbject ol direet taxation. 

Mr. Halsted replied to certain portions of the ar- 
gument of Mr. Atherton. 


The debate was continued at length by Mr. 
Campbell, of S. C. who gave notice of his intention, 
when in order, to move the following amendment: 

“And be it further enacted, That the secretary of the 
treasury be, and he hereby is, authorised and required 
to cause, as soon as may be, all duties, taxes, debts or 
sums of money accruing or hecoming payable to the 
United States, to be eolleeted and paid in the legal cur- 
rency of the United States, or treasury notes, or the 
notes of banks which are payable and paid on demand 
in the said legal enrreney of the United States; and 
that he be also anthorised and required to demand of 
the banks respectively, at least once in every ninety 
days, payment in specie ofall balances of their notes 
that may remain in the trensury of the United States. 

“And be if further enacted, That so much ofthe 20th 
sectian of the ‘aet to provide for the collection, safe- 
keeping, transfer and doge dient of the public reve- 
nne, approved July Ath, 1540, as requires ‘that from 
and after the 30th June, 1543, every officer or agenten- 
gaged in making disbursements on account of the U. 
States, or of the general post office, shall make all pay- 
ments in gold aud silver only, be and the same is here- 
by repealed.” 

‘The debate was continued by Mr. Wurd and Mr. 
Adams. 

When the chairman gave the floor to Mr. Holmes, 
of 5. C. who yielded toa motion that the commit- 
tee rise. 

Which motion having prevailed, the committee 
rose, reported progress and obtained leave to sit 
again. And then the honse adjourned. 


Tuesday, July 297. Mr. Tomlinson asked leave to 
offer the following resolution, which was read fur 
intormation: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be, and they are hereby, instructed to prepare and re- 
port a bill providing fur the following appropriations for 
arrearages, viz; 

For continuing the breakwater, Plattsburgh, Lake 
Champlain, New Yurk, $6,031 52. 

For continuing the brenkwater at Burlington, Lake 
Champlain, Vermont, $24 62. 

(Here follows in the resolution appropriations for va- 
rious roads, harbors, rivers and surveys iu different 
sections of the country, tothe amount of abont $40,000, 
all of which are for arrearages due prior to 31st March, 
1541. and for expenses incurred for preserving public 
property]. 
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Mr. T. solicited the unanimous consent of the 
house to offer this resolution, and explain the ne- 
cessity, expediency and justicé of its adoption; but 
objection being made, the resolution was notre- 
ceived. 

Mr. Underwood asked leave to report a bill pro- 
viding for the repair of the Potomac bridge. Ob- 
jection was made. 

Mr, Briggs moved that the house resolve itself 
Into committee of (he whole on the state of the 
union. 

Mr. Levy, of Florida, asked leave at this time to 
offer a series of resolntions calling for informatiou 
oa one of the departments, aud which he desired 
might be read for information. Objection was 
made. 

Mr. Levy said that he had waited long for an op- 
portunity to present these resolutions, ailecting, as 
they did, the interests ol the territory which he re- 
presented. He desired to be irtormed by the 
speaker when he roight present them? 

The speaker replied, whenever the states had the 
same privilege under the rule. 

Mr. Barnard asked Mr. Briggs to withdraw his 
motion for the present, io order that the bill from 
the senate (now on the speaker’s table) to establish 
a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the 
United States might be put en its first and second 
reading. 

Mr. Briggs did not withdraw. 

Mr. Barnurd asked the yeas and nays on the 
motion to go into committee, which were not or- 
déred, 

And the question being taken, the vole stood: 
ayes 57, noes 56. But no quorum voted. 

Mr. Weller moved a call of the house, which was 
relused, 

But stil! no quorum voted. 

Mr. Weller moved that the house adjourn. 

Mr. lVeller said he would object to any question 
being taken in the absence of a quorum, and asked 
the yeas and nays on his motioa to adjourn, which 
were ordered. 

At the request of many members, Mr. IFeller 
withdrew his motion to adjourn. 

And the question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Briggs that the house resolve itself into committee 
of the whole on the state of the union, Mr. Briggs 
withdrew that motion. 

Mr. Barnard thereupon moved to take up the se- 
nate bill to establish a uniform system of bankrupt- 
cy throughout the United States. 

Mr. Weller and other members objected, and 
Mr. W. moved that the house resolve itself into 
committee of the whole on the state of the union; 
on whieb the yeas and nays were taken, aod were, 
yeas 84, nays 81. 

The house then again resolved itself into com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union (Mr. 
Cushing, of Mass. in the chair), on the bill in rela- 
tion to duties and draw backs. 

The pending question being on the motion of 
Mr. Atherton, to strike out the enacting clause of 
the bill, Mr. Holmes, of S. C. replied at length tn 
certain portions ot the remarks submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Adams; and urgently opposed the passage 
ot the bill. 

Mr. Sergeant spoke with great earnestness and 
power in favor of the passage of the bill; examining 
it especially with reference to its bearing npon the 
compromise act, and contending that its provisions, 
whilst they amounted to a repeal of the act of July, 
1832, did not affect or interfere with the provi- 
sions of that compromise act. 

Mr. Gilmer made some remarks in opposition to 
the bill, tor the passage of which, he contended, as 
a measure of revenue, (iti which light alone he was 
willing now or ever to consider it), there was no 
necessity at this time. In the course of his re- 
marks, Mr. G. took occasion to vindicate his own 
political course trom aspersions which, he said, had 
been cast upon it in various quarters. 

Mr. Linn sustained the bill at some length. 

Mr. Underwood tollowed in some statements and 
arguments (looking to that conclusion, especially 
witb reference to the article of tobacco) which, he 
said, he intended to offer when it would be in order 
for him to do so. He declared himself in favor of 
the passage of the bill, though he said he should 


vote lor it with much greater satisfaction if the | 


amendment indicated by him should be adopted.— 
At the conclusion of liis remarks, Mr. U. read his 
amendment for information. 

After a tew brief remarks from Mr. Triplett, also 
mainly directed to the point of retaliatory duties, 
Mr. Jumes L vine obtained the floor, and moved that 
the committee rise. Which motion prevailing, the 
coinmittee rose, reported progress, and obtained 
leave to sit again. 

The speaker lard before the house a message from 
the president of the United States, transmitting a 
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communieation from the secretary of state, on the 
subject of appropriations required for the ontfit and 
salaries of diplomatic agents of the United States, 
which was read and referred to the committee of 
ways and means. 

Mr. Kennedy, of Md. gave notice of ao amend- 
ment which he intended to offer tothe revenue bill, 
and said that, as the amendioent was one of some 
detail, be would ask the house to let it be printed. 
Which was agreed to. 

On leave given, Mr. Stanly, presented the peti- 
tion of citizens of the District of Columbia; which 
was referred to the committee on the said District, 
and ordered to he printed. 

Petitions weie also presented, on leave, by 
Messrs. Cave Johnson, of Tenn. Winthorp, and 
dais, of Massachusetts. 

The house then adjourned. 


Wednesday, July 28. Petitions were presented, 
by general consent, by Messrs. Adams, of Mass. 
and Pope, of Kentucky. 

Mr. Fillmore moved that the house proceed lo the 
consideration of tbe resolution offered by hiin yes- 
terday, and laid on the table, fixing the time at 
which the revenue bill should be taken out of com- 
inittee. 

Mr. F. now modified the resolution to read as 
follows: 

Resolved, That on Friday next at 12 o'clock M. all | 
debate in committee of the whole on house bill No. 12 
shall cease, and the committee shall then proceed to 
vote on the amendments then pending, or that may be 
otiered to said bill, and the same shall then be reported 
to the house, with such amendments as may have been 
agreed to by the committee: provided, that nothing in 
this resolution shall prevent the committee from report- 
ing the bill to the house at an earher hour it it shall} 
think proper. 

But the mover of any amendment may make a brief | 
explanation, to which there may be a brief response; | 
but no such explanavon or response shall exceed ten | 
niinutes each, and not more than twenty minutes shall 
be given to any one amendment. 

Mr. Lewis Willitins objected to the latter part of | 
the resolution, as contravening the rules of the 
house. Besides, he wisbed to know who was to 
deterinine what a brief explanation was. He mov- 
ed a division on that part of the resolution. 

The speaker said that the last part of the resolu- 
tion certainly came in conflict with, and in tact 
changed the rule of the house. 

Mr. McKay rose and suggested to Mr. Fillmore 
to modify his resolution by striking out Friday and 
inserting Saturday. i 

Mr. Fillmore. 1t so happens, frorn some cause 
or other, that there were many members frequently | 
absent on a Saturday, and 1 must adhere to Friday, | 
so at least as to dispose of the bill this week. il 
move the previous question. 

Mr. Pickens (this being, he said, a very important | 
bill) moved a call of the house. But the house re- 
fused to order a call. 

And the speaker being about to put the question 
on seconding the demand lor the previous question 
Mr. McKay insisted that he had moved his amend- 
ment hetore the previous question was called, and 
that, therelore, the question should be taken upon 
it. 


The speoker said he had understood the gentle- 
man not as absolntely moving his amendment, but 
as suggesting it as a. modification of the resolution, 
which the gentleman from New York (Mr. Fill- 
more) had declined to accept. 

Much conversation took place as to the question 
of fact; after which, the ameadment of Mr. McKay 
was regarded by the honse as having been forinally 
inade before the motion was submitted for the pre- 
vious question. 

And the question recurring on the demand for 
the previous question, it was taken, and decided in 
the alirmative: ayes 104, aoes 50. So there was a 
second. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken; | 
which main question was, first, on the amendment | 
Mr. McKay, striking out Friday and inserting Sa- | 
turday. 

Mr. Müler, of Missouri, asked the yeas and nays 
on that motion; which were ordered, and, being 
taken, were: yeas 91, nays 101. So the amendment | 
was rejected. 

And the question then recurring on the resnlu- 
tion, Mr. Medill asked the yeas and nays; which | 
were ordered. 

And the question ou the adoption of the resolu- 
tion was then taken, aud decided in the affirmative, 
yeas 113, nays 83. | 

The latter part of the resolution (that which al- 
lows brief explanations of amendments) was wilh- 
drawn. 

Mr. Marshall asked the general consent of the 
house at this time to present a petition prayiog the 


passage ot a uniform bankrupt law; and was nnder- 
stood to say that, as he shonld himselt vote against 
such a measure, he desired to say a few words in 
explanation, Objected to. 


A message was received from the senate, through 


| Asbury Dickins, esq. secretary of that body, stating 


that the senate had passed an act to amen’! an act 
entitled “an act to carry into effect the convention 
between Mexico and the United States;" and asking 
the concurrence of the house therein. 

Mr. Cushing moved that this bill be pul upon ite 
first and second reading. with a view to its refe- 
rence to the committee on foreign affairs. Objec- 
tion was made. 


. Mr. McKay moved tbat the house resolve itself 
into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, 

Mr. Barnard said he would, if in order, move to 
amend the motion so as that the house should first 
take up the business on tlie speaker's table. 

Mr. B. said that his object was to reach the bill 
from the senate to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptey, in order that he might make a motion 
thatit be printed. It would not require more than 
ten minutes to dispose of it. 

The speoker said that this motion would not be 
in order unless the motion of the gentleman from 
"es York (Mr. Barnard) should first be voted 
down. 

And the question being then taken, the motion 
of Mr. McKay, by ayes 100, noes 65, was agreed to. 

So the house resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union (Mr. Cushing, ot 
Massachusetts, in the chair) on the bill in relation 
to duties and drawbacks, 

The pending question being on the motion of 
Mr. Aiherion, to strike out tbe enacting clause of the 
bill, Mr. James Irvine, who was entitled to the floor, 
rose and addressed the committee during the hour. 

Mr. 1. had not concluded when, the hour having 
elapsed, the chairman interposed, aad Mr. 1. took 
his seat. 


Mr. Barnard addressed the committee on the ge- 
neral policy and provisions of the bill. 

Mr. Barnard was followed by Mr. Winthrop, who, 
while he admitted that the sum proposed to be rais- 
ed by this bill was not greater, if so great, as would 
be needed, objected to the mode of laying the duties, 
as not founded on a sufficient knowledge of the de- 
tails of the subject. He referred to several state- 
ments from bis constituents as proving that con- 
gress did not now possess the adequate information 
toact upon. He could not vote for the bill in its pre- 
sent form, but hoped it would be amended as had 
been proposed by Mr. Barnard, by substituting a 
direct specific duty on particular articles, such as 
silks, stuff goods, fruits and spices, which he con- 
tended would be within tbe provisions of the com- 
promise act. 

Mr. W. was followed by Mr. Rendolph, who in- 
dicated his purpose to propose to amend tlie bill by 
imposing a duty of 20 per cent. npon rail road iron: 
and to exempt silk plush and soda ash from duty 
altogether. 

Mr. Everett next addressed the committee in a 
speech whose interest drew most of the members 
round him. The committee then rose. 

A message was received from the senate, through 
Asbury Dickens, esq. secretary, stating that that 
bady had passed a bill to incorporate the subseribera 
to a fiscal bank of the United States; and asking the 
concurrence of this house therein. 

On motion of Mr. Sergeant, the bill had its first 
and second reading, was relerred to the committee 
of the whole on thestate of the union, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. lise expressed his hope that it would be 
considered at as early a day as possible. 

Mr. Sergeant concurred in this desire. 

Mr. Pickens inquired which bill would have the 
precedence, that trom the senate, or the bill which 
had been reported to the house from the co:nmittee 
ot ways and means? 

The chair replied, that would be for the commit- 
lee of the whole to determine. 

Mr. Pickens knew that: but wished to understand 


| which ot the two bills the gentleman from Penusyl- 


vania meant to press? 

Mr. Sergeant said, in reply, he should prefer the 
bill from the senate: though he wonld not be under- 
stood to say that it might not need some amend- 
ments. 

Mi Pickens suggested the propriety of referring 


| the senate bill in the first place to the committee of 


ways and means. 

[Cries of no! no!] 

Mr. Ingersoll wished to have the rnles suspended 
that petitions on the bankrupt bill might now be 
presented: but before aoy decision on this motion, 
the house adjourned. 
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og POSTSCRIPT—Foreten news. Just as 
this paper was prepared for press, the mail brought 
us accounts of the arrival of the steamer Great Wes- 
tern, at New York on the 29th inst. having lelt Li- 
verpool on the 14th. A . 

The tories, or conservatives, have carried the day 
jn the elections for parliament. So far as returus 
are 1eceived the following is the result: 

England and Wales—entitled to 500 mnerabers— 
of which 293 tories, 19t liberals are chosen; 2 dou- 
ble returns and 14 yet to be heard from. f 

Scotlund—entitled to 53 members—19 tories and 
25 liberals elected —13 yet to be beard from. 

Treland—entitled to 105 members—30 tories and 
52 liberals elected—43 to be heard from. 

Total number of members of the house 658; of 
tories returned 342; of liberals returned 249. 

Tory gain so lar 73—gain of the liberals 36—be- 
ing a tory gain in fact of 37, equivalent to 14 votes 
on a division, compared with the last parliament. 

Sir Robert Peel is to be the new premier. No 
change is lo be made before the meeting of the new 

'arliament, on the 19th August. 

The most mortifyioz, and perhaps the most un- 
expeeted, defeat, sustained by ministers, is that of 
lords Milton aud Morpeth, for tbe West Riding of 
Yorkshire. : ; 

The agitator, O'Connell, was defeated in Dublin 
hy a tory majority of 168 votes; he was, however, 
returoed for Meath. 

The money market is said to be “easy.”? Cotton 
sustains its price. ‘he dividends had been paid upon 
all American state stocks except those ol Indiana. 

We find nothing of interest from the continent. 


CHRONICLE. 

Tue DEE BUSINESS. c J 
tv, Pa. has an extensive establishment for kecping 
bees. Tweoty years ago be had one swarm—from 
which in 12 years, he had 396 swarms. The Erie Ga- 
zette states that they had then hecome so . powerful 
that they commenced depredations on the neighboring 
tribes, going out on predatory excursions to the dis- 
lance of two or three miles, much to the annoyance ot 
the unfortunate neighbors. He then killed off a num- 
ber of swarms, and obtained over two tons of honey 
tor he New York market. He bas now adopted the 
patent hives for a part of his bees, in which small glass 
drawers are placed in the upper part, with small aper- 
lures for access from the maio part of the hive. In 
this way, hy drawing the slide the bees ean be seen at 
work, and the amount of honey asceriained. When 
filled, the drawer can be removed, and the place sup- 
plied by another, without destroying the industrious 
insects. 

Boston. Since the publication of last year, 1,923 

names of business men have been added to the Direc- 
tory of that city. 
Coat. A deposite ol coal has been ascertained in 
Turkey, extending over a space of about 50 square 
miles, was lately discovered in Anatolia, near the an- 
cient port ol ILeraclia, in the Black Sca, and about 30 
leagues from the entrance of the Bosphorus. British 
agents aod the British minister are urgiog the porte to 
grant them the right to work the mine for their steam- 
boats, which are about to be placed upon those seas. 


» 


Corrox. The number of bales received at Boston 
during the year 1335 was 50,108; in 1336, $5; ia 
1537, 42,664; in 1835, 96,630; m 1839, 94,250; in 1810, 


136 351; from Ist January to 26th May, 1841, 93,057.— | 


Itis supposed thatthe quaatity during the year will 
exceed 150,000 bales. 

Dzarns. In New Orleans, from l-t to 15rh July, only 
165 deaths are reported, in population 100,000. Of the 
umber at least 29 were strangers, only twelve were 
uccasioned hy fever, 21 sudden deaths. Three arc 
mentioned as being over 100 years of age, and onc a 
case uf twins connected exactly like the Siamese twins. 

In New York last week, there were 192 deaths 96 
of them under two yems of age. ‘I'wenty-nine died 
from consumption, aud aa equal number from cholera 
iofantum. 

General Samut? Dale, one of the bravest of the pio- 
neers of the southwest, died at hia. residencu in Lau- 
derdale county, Mississippi, on the 23d April A wri- 
ter ni the Natchez Prec Trader relates the following 
incident in his hit 

“As a scout—a pilot to the emigrants who first blaz- 
ed ilie path through the Creck uaiiou, tram Georgia to 
the "Poribisbee, with arms in their hands; and subse. 
quently as u spy among the Spaniards at Pensacola, 
and ns a partisan officer during the most sanguinary 
epochs of the late war—present at every butchery—re- 
markable fur har breauths’ escapes; for caution and 
eoolnesa in desperate emergencies; for exhibitions of 
gigantie personal strength aud undaunted mural con. 
rayve—his story is studded over with sirit-stiering ines 
dents unsnrpassed by any thing in legend or listory. 
Vis celebrated canoe fight, where, nna dcd im the maid- 
dle of the Alabama, then in its sprine tood, he fonght 
seven warriors With clubbed ntles, and killed them all, 
and rowed to the shore wih the corpas of his last ama 
gonist under his feet, would be thoncsht fabulous, if it 
had not bero witnessed by twenty soldiers studing 
near the bank, who not having n boat could render. hum 
no assistanec. 


Mr. Rice, of Ripley, Erie coun- | 


Some years ago he was attacked by two warriors, 
who shouted their war whoop as he was kneelinz down 
to get a drink, and made a rush at liim with their toma- 
hawks. He knifed them bath, and though bleeding 
from five wounds, he retraced their trail nine miles, 
stealtinly to their camp, brained three sleeping war- 
riors, and cut the thongs of a female prisoner who lay 
by their side. While in shia aet, however, a fourth 
spraog upon him from behind a log. Taken at such 
a disadvantage, apd exhausted by the loss of blood, be 
sank under the serpent grasp of the savage, who with 
a yell of triumph, drew his knife, and in a few momenta 
would have eloscd the contest. At that instant, how- 
ever, the woman drove a tomahawk deen into the head 
of the Indian, and thus preserved the lite of her deli- 
verer.” 


Excnance Exchange oa London 105 to 103}; on 
France 5£.232 — Indiana dollar bonds, $11,000, sold at 
New York on the 26ih, at 57. Domestic exchange as 
heretofore. 


Fiscau Bank. The vote in the U. S. senate upon the 
passage of the bill reported by Mr. Cray, for establish- 
ing a fiscal bank, will be found amongst the proceed- 
ings of that body, in this number—page 319. 


Fortirications. “The best fortifications of our 
country, ja the navy—meeting houses—and public 
Schools." 


Frovm. Price at Baltimore $5 62/285 15; at Phila- 
delphia $5 3972385 50. The New York Tiibune says: 
“44,200 barrels of flour avd 9,599 bushels of wheat 
were delivered fror the Eric caval at this end durin 
the third week ta July. ‘The tolls collected at Al- 
bany were $7,366 2t; last year, $6,350 10; increase 
$1,016 11. 


GIPSY WEDDING IN Srars. Throughout the day there 
was nothing going on but singiug, drinking, feasting 
and dancing; hut the most singular part of the festival 
was reserved for the dark night. Nearly a ton of 
sweetmeats had been prepared, atan enormous ex- 
pense. not for the gratification of the palate, but for a 
purpose purely gipsy. These sweetmeats, of all kinds 
andof all forins, but principally yemas, or yolks of 
eges prepared with a crust of sugar (a delicious bonne 
bouche) were strewn on the floor of a large room at least 
to the depth of three inches. lato this room, at a given 
signal, tripped the bride and bridegroom, dancing ro- 
molis, followed amain by all the giianos and gitanas 
dancing ramalis. To convey a slight idea of the scene 
is almost beyond the power of words. 1n a few mi- 
nutes ihe sweetmeats were reduced to a powder, or 
rather to a mud, and the dancers were soiled to the 
knees, with sugar, fruits and yolks of eggs. Sull more 
‘terrific became the lunatic merriment. The men 
sprang highinto the air, neighed, brayed and crowed; 
whilst the gitanas snapped their lingers in their own 
fashion, louder than castauets, distorting their forms 
into all kinds of obscene attitudes, and uttering words 
to repeat whieh were an abomination. In the corner 


of the apartment eapered the while Sebastianilla, a! 


convict gipsy from Melilla, strunimiog the guitar mos: 
furiously, aod producing demooiacal sounds which 
| had some resemblance to Malbruu (Malbrook) and as 
| he struinmed, repeating at intervals the gipsy modifica- 
tion of the song. 

[Mr. Borrows’ account of the gipsies of Spain. 


IxpiAN BALL PLAY. The Red River Republican 
gays: 
near the Caleasicu, in this parish, between the Bulexe 
and Choctaw Indians. The parties bet every thing 
they were possessed of in the world, saddles, bridles 
and even ia the clothing on their hacks, including their 
shirts. The Choctaws proved triumphant, aod their 
opponents surreudered them every thing they had, and 
went home naked. While the play was going on, the 
squa wa got to betting among themselves, and the Du- 
lexe sqnaws svon found themselves in the same fix aa 
their lords.” 


Jupsesurr. The hon. Peleg Sprague took his seat 
onthe bench of the U. S. district court, at Buston, on 
| Saturday, having beca appointed. successor to judge 
Davis, resigned, 


‘Tue Meruopist cLERGY 1N Ronzs. The New York 
Express remarks that a large and influential portion of 
the Wesleyan Methodist clergy in England, are in fa- 
vor of Wearing sacerdotal robes. lt is stated in a Ha- 
lifax paper thatthe rev. Mr. Bunting, an English Wes- 
leyan Methodist, lately appeared in full robes, similar 
| to those worn by the Episcopal clergy, as also another 
veutlemao of that church, the ladies of whose church 
had presented him with a full suit; and in addition, the 
London Wesleyan Methodist Magazine for last month 
i emlelliehed with a portrait of the rev. Mathew 
Richey, Wesleyan missieuury at Toronto, Canada, in 
tull robes aud collar. 

PassExGERS. ‘Three thousand threo hundred and 
thirteen passengers arrived at New York from foreign 
ports, fromthe Lihto the 21h instant. 


PosrmasrERs. ‘Oe hunters, tally ho! hark, for- 
ward!" The post oifice at Tola, Florada, is minus u 
postmaster, the date incumbent, weary of otheial re- 
spopsibilities, having resigned and sloped, thouzh 
without suspicion of having Swartwoutcd with the 
publie iiie ys For the mformation of applicants, the 
Sr Joseph "Tunes states that the grass profits of the 
office fur the last quarter, atoount to the sum of $2 87; 


“We understand that a ball play lately eame off | 


The dutiea are light, the postmaster being required to 
sel spen four nights ia the week, to receive and as- 
soit the mails which arrive between the haurs of one 
and four, A. M. N. B—Lights to be purehased out 
of the profits of office. 


Joan Ranpovrn’s with again. The late John Ran- 
doiph, by one of lis wills, (the one which was estab- 
lished, as between the various legatees, claiming under 
all the wills found) emancipated all his slaves, some 
three or four hundred, whose labor is said to be worth 
$10,000. Jt is now said that the exec'tion of this will 
is suspended, because Mr. Beverly Tucker, who was 
not a party to that contest, nuw comes forward as heir 
at law, to overset all wills; and that he is now engag- 
ed in endeavoring to effect this object, by a suit of 
chancery. 


. SARATOGA sPRINGS. Arrivals during the week end- 
ing 23d inst. 1,446 by rail roads, and about 2,000 by 
other conveyances. 


Tor sprixcs. Hard as the times seem to he in the 
moneyed world, the “invalids and  pleasure-seekers" 
are coming into the mountains rapidly. At the While 
Sulphur springs there are now about three hundred, 
and increastng daily. The number at the Blue Sulphur 
are about one hundred. At the other springs the num- 
ber is increasing every day. 

[Lewisburg (Vir.) Whig. 

SurrixG. The number of vessels, (exclusive of 
Scliooners and sloops), at present belonging to the port 
of Philadelphia, is 141, viz: 39 ships, 27 barques, 41 
brigs aad 34 brigantines. j 

la 1512 there were 95 vessels of all kinds belonging 
to Providence, R. I. aggregate tonnage 14,114, of those, 
the brig Governor Hopkins, is stated to be the only gne 
now afloat, 


Suave case Rose, a colored girl from Mobile, was 
brought before the supreme judicial court at Boston on 
the 24th instant, on habeas corpus, having eame to that 
city 1n the service of a Mr. Ticknor, from Mobile.— 
Those who sued out the writ contended that she waa 
not old enough to judge for herself whether to go free 
or stay with Mr. "Tieknor, but the judges held that no 
one was so capahle of judging in that matter as her- 
self She perterred the latter and the writ waa there- 
upon dismissed. [Sun. 


Sreep. It isa striking illustration of the speed with 
which dispatches are now traosmitted, that tbe. news 
by the Caledonia was published in the next morning 
papers which were issued after her arrival, in all the 
Atlantic cities from Boston to Baltimore, a distance of 
over four hundred miles. 


SrrAwERs. The Boston Poat says it is confidently 
reported that the keels of four or five government 
steumers will be laid immediately, viz: two at Charles- 
town, one at New York, and one at Philadelphia. 

The Great Western reached England on the 3d Jaly. 

The Germ. Lieut. Hunter’s new experimental boat, 
has heen exhibited on the Delaware, and elicited much 
commendation at Philadelphia. lt was to proceed to 
New York in a few days. E 

STEAM REVENUE CUTTER A communication has 
been made to the seerctary of the treasury, signed hy 
the presidents of the Boston insurance companies, and 
many of her most active aod influential merchants re- 
questing the substitution of a steam vessel, of suitable 
size and model, for the revenue cutter of the ordinary 
construction, which is now attached to that station.— 
Great advantages would result from this change, in 
giving prompt relicf to ve: sels in distress, and affording 
the meaus ofsaving much property and many valuable 
lives. 

.lopnacco Highest price yet? The Lynchburg Virgi- 
nian says, Messrs, Holeombe & Otey sold a fine ma- 
onfactuning hid. of tobacco made by Z. Petty, esq. of 
llallifax, tor $231. 

Vienna The population of Vienna amounted in 
1940, to 357 927. 

Wueat in the Baltimore market 1233130 for prime 
white—11$a125 for red. 

YANEEE ENTERPRISE. The Fall River Archetype 
tells the followiny story: “Captain ‘Thomas Santord, 
who is in his seventieth year, in the httle sloop Mori 
ing Star, of thirty tons, left this port oo the 29th ol iust 
May, lor the port of Harbor Island, West Indies, and 
made land at the Holein the Wall, on Abaco, in nine 
days; after which, for six days, it rained and was so 
thick neither sun, moon nor stars, were to be seen. 
On the 19«h of June he left Abaco, for Powcl's point, 
Eletheura, or lletera, where he arrived on the evening 
ot the twentieth. The next day, 21st, he loaded witi: 
fruit, such aa pine apples, limes, oranges, und sailed 
for this port on the lollowing mormng. Ile arrived 
here the 3d instant, having been absent thirty-five days; 
havi sailed, out and back, 2,800 miles. When cap- 
tain Sanford projected Ins vayarc, he stated that he 
was going to the West lodics after a load of fruit to 
sell here oo. the fourth of July. The statement was 
regarded us sv ineredible, that many bets were taken 
that he would nat return. by the fourth. He had hut 
two hands with him, and the whole voyage was per- 
formed without a pen being put to paper for any pur- 
poe. His reckoning was kept with a piece of chalk, 
in the bottom of his quadrant case." 


YELLOW FEVER is now prevalent at "T'allaliasseo, 
Florida, and very fatal in its attachs—a number of the 
fust eitizcas havo fallen victinis. 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

The British steamer Acadia, with 72 passengers 
for Halitax and Boston, reached the latter on Tues- 
day, in 124 days from Liverpool, from wheuce she 
brings papers of the 20th July. The Acadia ex- 
changed salutes with the Caladonia 40 miles off 
Cape Aun. The Columbia made her passage out 
in 135 days. : 

Nothing of interest bas occurred since our prior 
advices. The prospect of crops was favorable. The 
Turco- Egyptian question is said to be settled at last. 

The precise result of the late elections, had not 
yet been ascerlained, but the tory majority would 
be about seventy—and so the little prospect we had 
of “FREE TRADE," is quietly stowed away under 
hatches, whilst the conn LAWS and TOBACCO RE- 
sTRICTIONS which have so long graced their taryf 
of duties are more siznally triumphant than ever.— 
The people of England have, tn the fast resort, 
ratified and confirmed their own system—and it 
now becomes the obvions duty of tle people of the 
United States to consider their own interest also, 

The British papers are filled with speculations as 
to the arrangements of the coming ministiy,of which 
it appears agreed upon all hands that Mr. PEEL is 
to be premier. Jt ia therefore important that we 
should ascertain his sentiments as [ar as we can, 
and lor that reason we extract from one of his re- 
cent eleclioneering speeches, so much as has rela- 
tion to the posture of affairs with this country. 

GREAT BRITAIN, 

The queen.—From the tone of some of the tory 
papers, we infer that the sympathies of the queen 
are with the present ministers and the defeated par- 
ty. The Cambridge Advertiser, a radical paper 
says: *We have heard it rumured, but will not 
vouch for the fact, that her majesty has most graci- 
ously signified hier intention ot raising to the digni- 
ty of the peerage those libetal county mernbers of 
the late parliament who, from adverse circum- 
stances, retired frora the contest. 

A great number of riots occurred during the re. 
cent elections, and many lives were lost. At Wa- 
terford a monster, named Morgan, three times deli- 
berately fired a pistol, loaded with slugs, at a crowd 
of boys and girls who were shouting, “Wyse and 
Barron for ever!" “Down with the tories.” Ele- 
veu of the poor children were wounded, aud three 
of thein were not expected to recover. 

The leading men of both parties have uttered 
during the canvass sentiments highly favorable to 
the preservatiou of peaee between Englaud and the 
United States. Lord MonPETH, who stood for the 
West Riding of Yorkshire—an agricultural district 
—anu lost his election by a few vates, thus spoke 
froin the hustings: 

“Stress has been laid upon the disturbed condi- 
tion ot several foreign countries, as affording a clue 
to the depressiou of your doinestic industry. Well, 
but what if the disturbed relations of those countries 
with us and with each other shonld not mind? what 
ifthey should continue? what if they should ever 
increase? Hostility is deprecated with America. I 
echo from my lieart that philanthropic prayer, but 
I wish to devise new and additional guaranties for 
the harmony of nations. We have enough of fan- 
eied and trivial causes for war; give us real and so- 
lid motives for keeping peace. I fear that peace 
will never be long secured by the aiguinents ol 
philosophers, or by the reasonings of political eco- 
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nomists, or by the praises of poets, pr eyen, as the , means of acquiring a supply of sugar to an almost 


world goes now, by the precept f divines, We 
caunot make the lion lie down with the lamb; bot 
we may create profitable trade between the wool- 
lens of Leeds and the sugars of the tropies. We 
cannot make mankind beat their spears into plough- 
shares; but we can exchange the steel of Sheffield 
for the harvests of Poland and the flour of America; 
and ] believe statesmen will never be so safe as 
when they are acting upon general and comprehen- 
sive principles.” 

The London Globe—a ministereal paper—seems 
to consider the defeat of the whigs as in some sort 
a necessary thing, and commends the magnanimity 


4 | of lord Jonn RusszL in offering himself as a saen- 


fice to the first attempt to introduce a great princi- 
ple. It takes bope in the following reflections: 

“None of those great measures which have turned 
out our party bave ever faifed to bring them in 
again. No great measure, which is really called 
lor, can fail, in this coubtry, to restore power to its 
authors. Our confidence, thereiore, in the ultimate 
triumph of liberal principles of admioistration, is as 
strong as our confidence in the reason and the jus- 
tice of those principles. It was hardly to be hoped 
that these should be recognized, in a first contest, 
sufficiently to surmount, not only all illicit uses of 
influence, but all legitimate interests, hostile, at 
first, though imperfect in formation.” 

ROBERT PEEL’S SPEECH. 

English politics. The speech of sir Robert Peel 
to ins constituents of Tamworth, will prove interest- 
ing to our readers. We make as copious extracts 
as our space will permit. 

On the foreign sugar question, he said: 

Gentlemen: In the course of the last session of 
pailiainent, a proposal was made by the ministers 
of the crown, to redure the duty on foreign sugar, 
and thereby allow of its introduction to the markets 
of this country. Gentlemen, [ opposed that pro- 
posal, and my opposition toit I placed on these 
grounds. 1 consider the article of sugar as wholly 
exempl from the operation of the principle of free 
trade. The question 15 whether, after the sacrifices: 
which this conntry has made for the suppression o! 
the slave trade and the abolition of slavery, and the 
glorious results that have ensued and are likely to 
ensue from these sacrifices, we shall run the risk of 
losing the benefit of thase sacrifices, and tarnishing 
forever that glory, by admitting te the British mar- 
kets, sugar, the produce of foreign slavery? (Loud 
cheers.) Mr. Knight has said that we do not re- 
fuse in other articles the produce of slave labor. He 
States that cotton, tobacco and coffee, are produce 
nf that description; and he adds, that because we 
lake these articles, itis ubvious from the deduction, 
that we controvert our prineiple of the exclusion of 
slave labor from the British market. 

The deduction, in the abstraet, is correct; the pro- 
position, in the abstract, is just. But follow it to its 
consequences. You cannot, without endangering 
to the last degree the manufacturing prosperity of 
the kingdem, reject the ecttcn of the United States. 
But, gentlemen, there is a peculiar distinction to be 
taken between sugar aud the articles alluded to.— 
Sugar has never been admitted to consumption in 
this country, the produce of foreign slavery. And 
the question is, whether cr not there is a sufficient 
supply of sugar from the free labor of our own co- 
lomes, to enable the working classes to have it in 
sufficient abundance; for } admit that it has alinost 
become one of the necessaries of lite. 

If you open the markets of England to the sugar 
of Cuba, you may depend upon it that you give a 
great stimulons to slavery ant the slave trade. You 
aie making a great experiment in the West Indies— 
it has hitherto been more successful than all the cir- 
cumstances of the case warranted. The industry 
those colonies has been somewhat paralyzed by the 
gift of freedoin to the slaves. ‘There is now some 
difficulty, naturally enough, in finding for the pre- 
sent a sufficient supply of free labor, and there is 
therefore rather a diminution in our supply of sngar, 
for the negroes have not yet come round to regular 
habits of working. It is, however, a difficnity or dimi- 
nution only temporary, | apprehend, which wilt soon 
therefore be at an end. But the canse of the dimi- 
notion in the production is, I apprehend, rather of à 
temporary than a permanent nature. We have hopes 
of an inereased supply from our W. Indian colonies, 
and our possessions in the East Indies offer the 


tain result. 


indefinite extent. In this ease we need not run the 
risk of forfeiting the charaeter we have already ae- 
quired at such an immense sacrifice by the abolition 
of slavery and the slave trade, for we have a pros- 
pect of an increased supply of sugar from the West 
Indies, and a new supply from the East Indies of 
sugar produced by free iabor. (Hear, hear.) These 
considerations lead me to the conclusion that it is not 
neeessary to open the markets of England to sugar 
the produce of slave labor. (Cheeis). 
The corn laws. 

Gentlemen: 1 must here repeat the opinion which 
I have declared here before, and also in the house 
of commons, that I cannot consent to substitute a 
fixed duty of 8s. a quarter on foreign corn, for the 
present ascending and descending scale of duties. 
(Cheers.) I prefer the principle of the ascending 
and descending seale to such an amount of fixed 
duty. And when | look at the burthens the land 
is subject to in this country, E do not coasider the 
fixed duty of 8s. a quarter on corn from Poland, and 
Prussia, and Russia, wliere no such burthens exist, 
a sufficient protection lor it. (Great cheering.) Gen- 
tlemen, it is certainly a very tempting thing in theory 
to buy your corn at the cheapest market. (Hear, 
hear.) But gentlemen if you adopt that theory in 
practice, you must, as a matter of common justice, 
compare the burthens on the land in other countries 
with the burthens on the land in this country.— 
(Cheers.) ‘The land of this country is most heavily 
burthened; you cannot conceal that, [addressing 
disturbers in the erowd ]. 

Look at the amount ef poor's rate as levied on 
land, as compared with that levied on the produc- 
tive means of manufacturing industry. [Loud 
cheers.] Who pay the highway rates? Who pay 
the tithes? lsay, not, perhaps, altogether, but chiefly 
the landed oceupiers of this country. And, gentle- 
men, if corn be the produet of other land, not sub- 
ject to these burthens, it surely would not be just to 
the land of this eountry, which bears them all, to 
admit at a low duty. [Hear, hear.] The duty of 8s. 
a quarter is proposed by tbe government; if this pro- 
position be adopted, I foresee this will be the cei- 
You will have a redundance of loreign 
corn when you are not in want of it, when your 
own harvests are profitable ard abundant; but when 
the time of scarcity shall arrive it will be impos- 
sible for you to levy the duty of 8s. a quarter on 
foreign corn. Gentlemen, what provision, I ask you, 
is to be made tor that contingency?  [Hear, fiear.] 
If corn be at 70s. or 80s. a quarter, will it be, pos- 
sible to levy the fixed duty of £s. a quarter? [Hear, 
hear.] By whom is it to be taken off, and wher? 
Once off, by whota is it to be laid on again? (Hear, 
hear.} Take a series of years for your averages— 
make this. experiment, (so doubtful in its issue to 
say the least of it), and, after all, you will have, as 
ha,the great advocate of this fixed duty, tells you, 
a reduetion-of only 1s. on the bushel of corn. What, 
then, becomes of the cry of **ebeap bread?” 

Gentlemen, it is said that the state of manufac- 
tures and commerce of this country is so distiessed 
that it is neeessary to change the present corn law to 
revive and give them relief. No one feels a deeper 
interest than J do in the manufacturing prospects of 
this country. Gentlemen, is it possible that I can 
recollect the origin of my own prosperity—is it pos- 
sible that | can reflect that 1 owe all I possess—that 
l owe all I am to manufacturing industry, and not 
feel the most lively interest in all that affects the 
trade and mauníaetuzes of the country? {Cheer.] 
No, gentlemen, 1 should be acting a most ungrateful 
part if L forgot these circumstances. [Cheers.] Is 
it possible that I, who owe all to the industry of the 
working classes, should not be anxious for tlie adop- 
tion of every measure to enable them to command 
the necessaries, and, if possible, the luxuries ol life? 
[Cheers.] Gentlemen, ] have that leeling to its 
fullest extent; but I have also the deep feeling of 
thorough canviction that their present distress is not 
aluibutable to the corn laws; and, moreover, that we 
should be actirg a most unwise part il, while lahor- 
ing under temporary difficulties, we made any alte- 
ration in tbe application of capital to the culuvation 
of land, or disturbed its existing arrangement.— 
[Cheers.] Before we make the change, we should 
be well convinced ot the fact, that the distress which 
is complained of, and for which we all grieve, arises 
from the operation of the corn laws. [Cheers]. 


Manufacturing distress. 

Gentlemen, I admit the existence of mannfactar- 
ing distress—I admit and deplore it, but 1 do not 
despair. J have seen distress in manufactures and 
in commerce before now—I think that the causes of 
the present distress are but temporary, and I hope 
I shall very shortly see the day when our manulac- 
tures will once more revive, and we shall again fill 
the place we have always occupied—that of pro- 
ducers for the markets ol the world. (Great cheer- 
iog.] Now let ns consider the important question as 
to how lar the distress ol the manufactures and com- 
merce of the conntry is fairly attributable to the corn 


laws. Tha total official value of the exports was: 
In 1830 £38,000,000 In 1835 47,000,000 
1831 : 37,000,000 1836 43,000,000 
1832 35,000,000 1837 48,000,000 
1833 39,000,000 1838 50,000,000 
1834 41,000,000 1839 53,000,000 


And yetall this was under the operation of the 
corn laws—[cbeers]—and lord Palmerston said, 
and very justly said it too, the exports, then, had 
risen, between 1830 aod 1839, from the valve ol 
£38,000,000 to that of £53,000,000 a very conside- 
rable increase. It might be said that we exported 
without being gainers by the process, either giving 
commodities away, or selling them at a reduced va- 
fue. Butif it appeared that during the same time 
the imports bad also increased in the same propor- 
tion, it was quite clear that it would thereby be es- 
tablished, that the wholesale aod substantial trade 
ot the country was advantageous while it had gone 
on progressively extending. The official value of 
the itoports for the same period was as follows: 


ln 1830  .£46,000,000 In 1835 448,000,000 
1831 49,009,000 1836 37,000,000 
1832 44,000,000 1837 54,000,000 
1833 45,000,000 1838  — 61,000,000 
1834 49,000,000 1839 62,000,000 


Here, therefore, the imports liad increased between 
1830 and 1839 trom .£ 46,000,000 to £62,000,000, a 
clear proof that, notwithstanding the local and tein- 
porary checks which our cotamerce had experienc- 
ed, on the whole it had gone on steadily improving, 
and that between the two periods it had increased 
not much less than froin two to three. 

The causes of commercial distress. 

I see causes enongh in the world, as well as in 
this country, why there should be manufacturing 
and commercial distress at the present moment, to- 
tally independent of the corn faws, and which we 
should all bear in mind on any coasideration of the 

uestion. Gentlemen, l do fear that in the north of 

cngland am uudue stimulus has been given to ma- 
nufacturing industry, by the accommodation system 
pursued in the joint stock, (Hear, hear.) I think 
the connection of the manufacturer with the joint 
stock banks have an undue and improper impulse to 
trade in that part of the country; and I think that, 
in consequence of this, there have been more manu- 
factures produced within the last two years than 
were necessary to supply the demand. 

This, I think, is one of the many causes of the 
manufacturing and commeicial distress at the pre- 
sent moment. But there are several others. Look 
to the state of some of the countries of tlie world, 
which took at one time the greatest quantity of our 
mauufactures. Look to South America, for instance. 
What the operatioa of the internal dissensions in 
that country has beeu upon our trade and commerce, 
is, perhaps, incalculable. During the period which 
I have been speaking of, the ports of Sonth America 
with which our trafhe chielly lay, have beeu strict- 
ly blockaded by France. Cousequently there has 
been à complete interruption to our trade iu that di- 
rection, aud a consequent diminution in the demand 
for our nsnal supply of manuutactures. Now, let us 
go nortliward ou the aame continent. One of the 
best consumers we have lor our manufactures is the 
United States of America, a country with which I 
trust we shall long maintain the intimate relation. 
ship of friendship avd peace. [Greatcheers.] And, 
gentlemen, I do hope that neither country—that or 
this—will be wad enough to quarrel about a bounda- 
ry line, when peace can be preserved without detri- 
ment to the honor of eitlier—for the preservation ol 
national honor should be always the first considera- 
tion. And I do further lope that the good sense 
and moderation of both countries will avert any 
quarrel between two nations who boast of a common 


origiu, who speak tlie same language, and between | 


whom any collision could not take place without 
materially affecting the warm, the best interesta of 
huiaanity all over the globe. (Hear. ] 

But as I waa saying, that great coutiny labors un- 
der a s1milar distress to our own, which also arises 
from similar causea, The facility of accomumoda- 
tion afforded by certain banks there gave an undue 
stimulus to industry; this produced extravagant spe- 
culations, many persons failed in consequence, and 
trade necessarily thea came to a atand still. That, 


as I have stated, was one of the causes of our own 
manufacturing distress. Well, then, look at Canada. 
I hope and trust that that country has now settled 
down quietly, and that all symptoms of rebellion are 
at an end; but you will easily conelude that a rebel- 
lion could not liave taken place in any eountry with- 
out producing a stoppage in the demand for manu- 
factured goods, and a consequent depression iu com- 
merce. Look next at the state of the peninsula, the 
condition of Portugal and Spain both internally con- 
vulsed, and both still unsettled. This could not 
exist ei er Without also affecting the demaud for 
our manufactures. Range, then, along the sbores of 
the Mediterranean, and pass on to the coast of Syria. 
On thai coast no doubt the British arms have been 
triumphant, as I trust they will always be; but un- 
questionably they affected the demand for your ma- 
nufactures. 

Egypt, too, was in a state of warfare; another 
cause of depression in trade and commerce. Go 
then to China. Under the present circumstances it 
was impossible but that the relations in which we 
stood toward that empire should affect the demand 
for our manufactures as well as our entire commerce. 
And then to come back again to Europe. Look at 
the state of France during the last year. Look at 
the enormous outlay of inoney made by her on her 
military preparations—which sui was conseqnent- 
ly, a diversion of capital from useful purposes. In 
the great kingdoms of the middle and north of Eu-. 
Tope, it was the same asin France. All these causes 
combined could not exist without essentially affect- 
ing our commerce and manufactures. When you 
come to consider the andue stimulus to industry iu 
the manufacturing districts of the country—when 
you come to consider the condition of the United 
States—the state of China—the way in which France 
has been—when you pat these things together, all 
causes, mind you, affecting the market for your 
goods, and then combine them with the two or three 
defective harvests we have had, I ask you to answer 
me the question, whether or not they have been 
sufficient to account for the depression of manufac- 
turing industry; and then to say we are called upon, 
under such circumstances, to substitute a fixed duty 
on foreign corn for the present ascending and de- 
sceuding scale?  (Clieers.] 

Gentlemen, itis by a careful consideration of these 
facts I have come to the conclusion that the exist- 
ing system should not be altered; and that, more- 
over, we should, as much as possible, make our- 
selves independent of a foreigu supply. Seeing 
then bow rapidly agriculture has increased, and 
that, according to Mr. McColloch, you are able to 
support seven millions of people more than you did 
twenty years since, with only the same resources, I 
therelore come to the same conclusion with bim, 
“that a prudent statesman will pause before he dis- 
turbes the principles of the existing corn laws’’—ol 
those coru laws which, when you have an abun- 
dance of your own, exclude altogether the foreign 
supply, and which, when the price rises in this 
country, freely admit it. I say, gentlemen, this 
system proposed has a manifest disadvantage over 
every other; that when corn rises to a height incon- 
venient to the people of this country, it will not be 
possible to levy the duty of 8s. per quarter. 

CHINA. 

The ship Akbar, capt. Dumaresq, arrived at N. 
York on the 4th iust. in 109 days Irom Canton, 
brings us late accounts from thence: . 

On the news of the attack upon the Bogue reach- 
ing Pekin, the emperor ordered three inperial com- 
missioners (one a near relative) to proceed to Can- 


the other must conquer or perisb. 


for having degraded himself so much as to meet 
the plenipotentiary or to listen to the cession ol 
Hong Kong. Two of the important characters 
| reached Canton in time to behold the success of the 
British arms and to sign the truce and sanction a 
temporary trade, 

Captain Elliot was at Canton, protected by a mi- 
litary guard, waiting the arrival of **Yekshan," the 
emperor's nephew, who was hourly expected, and 
who would be compelled. by force of necessity, to 
sanction the arrangements niade by his colleagues. 
Four meu-of-war ara stationed in the Macao pas- 


sage, above Canton; three a few miles below, and |. 


six at Whampoa, whcre they will remain, to iusure 
the satety of the foreigners, and to check any 
treachery on the part of the local authorities. The 
other vessels are at the Bogue, Macao and Hong 
Kong. 

Major general sir Hugh Gough arrived on the 2d 
ot March, as couimander-in-chiefof tbe land forces. 
Sir Gordon Bremer was gone to Bengal for reiu- 
forcement, bat was expected to return about the 


ton, and to exterminate the English, swearing in, provinces, and Eastern Siberia. 
his edict that both powers could not stand, one or| Kirgheses and Buiets, consume the greater part of 
Keshen was or-, it. 
dered in chains to the capital to be tried as a traitor. Kiachta, the chief of which are salın, crape, pipes, 
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to make another demonstration upon the capital, 
Pekin. 

The loss of the Chinese in the various engage- 
was estimated at 2,500 or 3,000 men, and about 800 
pieces of cannon. The Chinese admiral Keywang, 
fell in defence of the Bogue forts, as did two other 
mandarins of high rank. The captain of a British 
transport arriving at Chusan after the surrender of 
that island to the Chinese, was slain on landing.— 
The day after the fall of the Bogue forts rewards 
were offered for the capture or destruction of Bri- 
tish ships; 100,000 dollars for a line of-battle ships, 
10,000 dollars for a steamer, 50,000 dollars for the 
admiral or captain Elliot, if taken alive,and 30,000 
dollars for either of their heads. 

Teas were high and scarce. The bong merchants 
would deal only for cash; and insisted on being paid 
before the teas were delivered. It was believed 
that the arrangement for trade could not last long, 
and that the foreigners would be again compelled 
to leave for Macao. A large encampment of Chi- 
nese troops was visible from the factories, at a little 
distance from Canton, and the number was daily iu- 
creasing. 

Green feas were very scarce in market, having 
been kept back and large quantities sent away 
when the British approached the city. The car- 
rent report on the 26th of April was that the Chi- 
nese government had laid an embargo ou all boats, 
inteuding to use them for the conveyance of troops. 

The Leonidas, which sailed ou the 21st March, 
liad a part cargo of tcas taken in at Macoa, and the 
Horatio has a full cargo of teas. Three other ships 
were loading. There are eleven American ships at 
Whampoa. Silks were very scarce. The truce was 
but temporary; and made against the express com- 
mands of the emperor, tn save the city of Canton 
from destruction, and letters express the opinion that 
trade would not remain open more than oue or two 
months, when the merchants would again be obliged 
to leave Canton. 

Cargo of the Akbar:—1338 chests, 7,572 half 
chests young hyson; 354 chests, 20 half chests hy- 
son; 1,591 6lb. boxes, 2,160 chests hyson skin; 145 
halt chests Twankay; 25 chests, 218 half chests 
gunpowder; 21 chests 232 half chests imperial; 245 
chests Congo; 896 chests, 1,063 half chests sou- 
chong; 892 hall chests Powchong; 1,000 packages 
Pongees; 250 packages Sarsnets; 100 packages Sin- 
chews; 4,000 packages Shawls. 

RUSSIA AND CHINA. 

A great trade is carried on every year between 
Russia and China, consisting chiefly, on the part of 
the Chinese, in the barter of tea for various kinds of 
Russian produce and manulactured articles. The 
value of Russian merchandise sent last year to 
Kiachta, a small frontier trading town, exceeded 
24,000,000 rables—and the quantity of tea import- 
ed amounted to 80,000 chesls, of which 35,000 were 
of the finest sorts, the remaining 45,000 being of in- 
lerior quality. There are about thirty different 
species of tea. Of the geen, which is distinguished 
from all the others in form and taste, only from 100 
to 200 chests are imported. 

A kind of tea is imported by the Rassiana, which, 
we believe, lias never been introduced into this 
country, called tile tea, the leaf of which resembles 
a tile in form, and has also wach solidity, 1t is 
prepared in quite a different manner from common 
tea, being stewed with milk, butter, salt and herbs, 
and served up as a dish. [t is accordingly rather 
an article of food than a beverage. The Russians 
do not use it themselves, but sell it to the Arme- 
nians and Tartars, who distribute ittothe Caucasian 
The Calinucks, 


Besides tea, the Chinese biiug other articles to 


toys, cakes of ink, and colors; hut the value of these 
does not amount, altogether, to 30,000 rubles banco. 
( Boston Jour. 
WEST INDIES. 

Jamaica. The Royal Gazette states that a se- 
rious epidemic had broken out in the 60th regiment 
of rifles, stationed at Fort Augusta, and already se- 
veral deaths have ensved, and upwards ot 150 in- 
valids are in the hospital. Of the detachment of 100 
men of the same regiment at Newcastle, 20 are laid 
up with the dysentery, which has been very pre- 
valent, owing to the cold snd rainy weather. 

A cargo of 152 tons of ice, by the Gertrude, bad 
just arrived, much to the general satisfaction, as the 
supply of the ice company began to run short. 

A riot occurred at Kingston on the 24th of May, 
the anniversary of the queen’s birthday, which was 
put a stop to by the assistance of the military. 

The papers are filled with the debates in parlia- 
ment on tbe sugar questinn. 

The slaver Fevereisa, of whose capture by the 
British brig-of-war Fawn, on the 16th of February, 


first of June, when the fleet would go north again, | we published au account some tune ago, had arriv- 


355 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—AUG, 7, 1841—NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT. A statement exhibiting the amount of duties which accrued on merchandise imported; the deduction under Ihe compromise act of the 2d March, 1833; the 


& EY SPECIFIC DUTIES EQUAL TO AN AO VALOREM DUTY OF | drawbacks, paid ou foreign merchandise exported; drawback on domestic refined sugar; on domestic distilled spirits from molassea exported; bounty on 
Articles. $7 H 20 173 ; 15 i 123 10 salted fish exported; allowances lo vessels employed in the bank and codfisheries; the expenses of collection, and the nett revenue which accrued annu- 
TE bed pees cent, CAU Beticent | ea e cone ally from duties on merchaadise Irom 1824 1o 1839, inclusive. 

Teas dete Bact 4.74 cla lL 07 cts.) 880 cts 207 me IE c SCO LLL. he ee 
Coffee 9. 1.80 1.57 1.85 1:12 0.90 EU "T E : DRAWBACK PAID. N 
Cocoa 6.14 1.23 1.07 092 077 0.61 '$À | Gross amount of |P* uction uuder «DINE TG =a c Bounty on ; E ; 

: : n ; ; sree | On foreign |On domestic On. domes- 11 y fish? vessels em-| Expense of | Nett duties on 
Almonds 6.48 1.36 1.19 102 0.85 0.63 | HN duties. = compromise) Actual duties, funded. | merchandise | refined su-| tic distil- e ployed im the| collection. | merchandise. 
Currants 9.60 1,92 1.61 144 1.21 0.96 Ss í exported. gar ezport-| led spirits exported. fisheries. 
Prunes 4.51 0.90 0.78 0617 0.56 0 45 = ed. exported. 
Figs 5.05 1.01 0.88 0.75 0.63 0.50 ——— — — m m ee ‘ —_—-_|_ —.-—— | —— — —— | _— — — ——- | — + 
Raisins 5.23 1.05 0.91 0.78 0.65 0.52 | 1834 $19,650,429 08 689,723 12| 18,060,705 96| 666,571 67) 3,070,119 03)162,086 05 11,973 15/10,852 21| 218,210 20/1,256,480 16 13,564,413 19 
Mace 79.12 15.82 13 84 11.86 9.89 7.91 1835) 26,849,982 16 959,955 50| 25,890,726 66| 440,062 75| 2,443,882 97| 12,829 5011,123 84| 9,536 80 223,508 39]1,256,198 40) 21,483,789 00 


Nutmegs 85.80 17.16 15.01 12.78 0.72 8.58 ' 1836) 32,904,606 71 2,086,281 04] 30,818,327 67) 537,606 20| 2,141,216 74/100,642 70] 4,663 52, 7,323 10 250,180 73|1,459.915 59) 26,013,779 09 
Cinnamon 69.08 13.80 12 09 10.36 18.63 6.90 | 1837 19,499,313 21| 1,365,182 20] 18,134,131 01] 306,860 84) 2,651,757 12| 83,768 60) 3.010 84) 6,731 80} 218,091 03)1,868,401 67, 18,500,509 11 


Cloves 17.68 3.53 3.09 265 2.21 1.77 1838| 22,333,249 85| 2,630,424 40| 19,702,825 45|1,067,850 46) 1,890,010 06,145,194 30 8,599 68) 5,474 30| 314,149 49 1,481,020 42| 15,290,236 74 
Pepper 3.76 0.75 0.65 0.56 0.47 0.31 1839 28,712,953 87| 3,158,460 51| 25,554,522 861,012,134 82| 1,537,597 85,356,288 30,16,507 36| 4,749 50) 320,218 08)1,714,515 03| 20,591,628 27 
Pimento 5.36 1.07 0.93 0.30 0.67 0.53 | — —— =| ————— DIEM Se See ee Merc a 

Cassia 1.75 1.51 1.32 1.10 0.94 0.75 149,950,566 39| 10,889,326 77| 139,061,239 61|4,031,086 75/13,536,873 17,892,209 45/56,168 39 11,661 71/1,589,353 17/5,536,521 27/110,424,855 40 
Ginger 38.98 1.97 1.57 1.03 11.01 0.89 —— — = a etel — z Euge e| S — — | | — — 
Camphor 7.94 1.59 6.64 5.69 4.183 aoe | $24,991,761 06| 1,814,887 79| 23,176,878 27| 671,847 79| 2,256,145 55.149,701 58! 9,361 4 7,143 61| 256,558 86|1,122,755 21 18,404,059 23 


225 JÆ statement exhibiting the value of certain articles imported in 1340, free o duty, and the amount of duty whicli|A statement erhibiting the quontity and value of certain articles imported during the year 1940, free of 
zm s : 1 dut d th t of dut ihid ld accrue on similar importations at either of the rates herein 
=2 R E R a z * S Fa ‘ all uty, am Re amoun 0 ui Y whien wow accrue sn ar i z : 2 S 
E would accrue on a like importation, at either of the ad valorum rates herein specified; and which, under the pro | specified. All of which are dutiable under the proposed bill. 
La =| : Y € > + Ed 
sza posed bill, will pay a duty of 20 per cen’. more EORNA. DCTI ATED AT 
£ `Š Foreign cost DUTIES ESTIMATED AT \| s Qua | Value. |20 per cent. |VT* per cent.| 15 per cent. 125 per cent.| 10 per rent. 
SES SPECIES OR MERCHANDISE and charges. | 90 per cent. [ 17, per cent. | 15 per cent. | 12} percent, | 10 percent. | [eas lhs|[9,951476| $5,117 559] 1,033,517 80| 945,073 Us| 812,634 35| 617.195 63| 511.758 9U 
£22 |— B er e cc | _e Ene c Collec 1194996095) — 8,546,222/1,709,244 40, 1,495,595 B5,1,251,933 301,068,277 75) 854,622 20 
~ = Siks lace veils, shawls, shades, &c.| $309 858| $61,971 60) $54.225 15) $46,478 70) $38,732 25 $30 985 80 Cocoa u | 26263509, 161,40 ' 32977 80| 28,243 07} 91,0535| 920173 62| 16,138 90 
929 Isi j "aq Almonds  * | 2,9300391 — 199,63| 39,972 60| 34,976 03| 29,979 45| 24,982 8| 19,986 30 
-= 2 |Silks, other manufactures of . | 9.979,.100/1,595,820 00/1.396,342 5011,196 865 00| 977.387 50| 797,910 00 See ae m dd ' o A P «| "^ 
?&85zsi z ido Mo a i EE i ‘Currants "| 589,165 56651] 11,330920|  9,91392| 8,497 65| 7,041 37| — 5,665 10 
g BE E|Silk and worsted goods . — . «| 1,729 792, 345,958 49) 302.713 60. 239.408 80 216,221 OM 172,979 20 Prunes “j 1657419 74693, 1191800. 130537» 11.180 96 9394 13] — 7459 30 
55.) amlete of goats hair, as chashmere- 7 240 1,413 00 1,267 00 1,066 00 905 09 124 00 Figs * | 2023.073) — 102333| 20,456.60] 17,90827| 15,4995 12,791 62| 1023330 
Suge V orsted stuff goods : : | 2,387,838| 477,467 60) 417.784 15| 358,100 70| 298,417 25 238,733 SO eia * 18,544,041 971,449} 194,259 50 170,003 58 ur i mud x urn 
-2 i E 7 D 314 Be 9: | Mace A 9,575 7,516 1,515 20 1,325 30 .136 4 9 [U 1 
3 plane, Mead and antiena | 108120) S98 324 oo Tandas oo) caooo oo seana oo ATOI OO CHE M PEDI 
CA N iel , LER P = ay Benin Uo E ETE 32.900 49 Cinnamon "| — 22467 15,914|  306280|  3,61995| 239710 191425 153140 
Tepe ERA brown and white . — .| 29261173, 52,231 60| 45,705 27| 39,75 95| 32,646 6: 96.117 30 Cloves "| 268951 47564 9.51360, 832440) 7,135 90| 594600) 4.756 80 
£ o 25 [Bolting cloths à 5 : 74.534] 14,906 s0| 13,043 45 11,180 10 9.316 75 7,453 40 Pepper “ | 5,019,129 189,92«| 327,985 60| 33,237 40| 25,189 20| 23,741 00| 189.992 SU 
See's 5 , . epp Ud 3 v , U d 
5 £7 E|Wool, not exceeding S cents per Ib, — 675,009, 135,001 50) 118,126 58} 101,251 35| 84376 13) 67,500 90 Pimento — "| 2,264,942 121,513| 21308 60  921,27003| 18.231 45] 15,192.85) 12,154 30 
sF oa : , , m 9 9.02: ; 2 53 45 vi 87 902 30 
SE Ẹ |Animals, not tor breed , — * $  145511| 39,102 20! 25.464 42] 21826 65| 18,189 87} — 14.551 10 Casan our SAT Rad ccn Al pd "ose 
vga d : " P ir 59, „38 ,076 $ 2/9) s ) E 
Qf ẸJA otherarticles , — , — . — .| 5,849.116/1,169.823 20| 1.023,595 30 877,367 40! 731,139 50) 35819 60 Ganphor “| isa) — 62,56, 1251120) 10,947 20| 9,38340) 7,81950) 6,255 60 
"Em Ee EO Pim — LT ——- ——————2| S cd 
Eas 23.926 84514.785.369 00/4.187,197 $7'3,589,026 75] 2,990,855 62| 2,392 684 50| ‘ 16,151,554/3,230,316 80,2,826,527 202,422,737 60/2,018,945 00(1,615,158 40 
guid f= NESE ig e2e° Uses ees arses peers Boeee |S laces feet ee eee sent tees east taeesse ee eee Ss casos 
S054 0 nyeto sa Eten torens eZ *te+ 750 Sesn ae lS Vc eSB suosueea=s Ses e Sar oF sam FORK LMT Gye SH Est sbsseR eger-atsees 
Cong BE Ema E ESI SW-»eu c cec ED SukSIMUnBgoSs TO aZdov9.8922zu.0-252€95*.,.zZ9£5725 Z^7S9wzz5s 9255559€2.23 
p ggm mPsctzoot BOS wets S aan eS Se os £92. 28. "9-9 5€» Ooae gean Rg BZES.aU29u22&5 ee S Sea 8S F209, cuc 
= mum IE Ro GEM ZAR spuma: daco9?uocco:S9"-—-.tos8S Zgontixz"uouigs "olo mcr Mq DU vas l-e ub cm 
nv o c CN = ge o vo .Xuovs-oc E = Bie twos E s a = E eg8 7 x= o B" nm Zo sgn vs 21750 o ows Se res 
ot E vo: n Res Sach fae A ova y Soma veg er rcs Fs 238 GSM Vow t D SU = Sarvs A den sacs = 
$2.8 252 335 ES — s$35I3803021..: 5103 222" ys i catets [2225982 a a e eles eS Sts Eh28s 2285 4 
222% Bde Bun | EE TE EE-E oS SgZs"vyvo zo mpm ta ey ris) Don) eet zona Sean FEE EE: OT SeQUSLZSESCtesogs..*- og sau Pe 
Bee aaeoc 22 Gate S'Peee sep esos 2 Beate sola ewees lea 8 "ese Seog Se oa le UEC STB S SS SEE MHI S8 oo 2 he 
saas "PC bus [2 Mon? ESS es asa aes ee oye ESE Sas CEM GSS ae ES Te es OPES ga SEG es Bll EES CES els ae SEEN Ses gee 
E mc meters DEPEEPERETEII-CEEEH vE a 29-45-52 Sa WÜZZIZLESEO mc Boe ae Pesce gous e ele id EE p cde 
apes ral SAA Sfp see ED hr C we o. C m HE Sc p SoSe mascot TELEDI FLF SSCS fe Page 1G SE¥Soo goz2cz;-.9225848z—95 
Ses Z prelo) [s] BOE R.uamLAGLUCGoOSuetrbx SES SExzZz2t5529?795970m72..45580f : uwf-asd-zgcolz"goWy..ozc-u2»z.-.9 
Sao S95. 5 mws 5S.SU29Sheocgt es ee = Ss pet eH See a oe 2 eee oe SUE D o8er Pelee swt a = v9 2g8uzv ST 
3 E nsus ca E c Geet el Oke ee cu oogicmH-UuusrEvswoc gru ERIS ue Ue z2S5pULZsSsERms.2k EREXIT ES 
SE = - n Eam = = = = A = à A o hg Uyt U [DM DU rd) ae x2 oo € Echos 
IIEEEPELPREREEIBECEDERMETELCEEPEREMER Rc Uta o EN IL o a E HEENPELREKEDH ERE: 
Se - 4 s od goma wee covers z AL DZ oS d im Dc 2 fM om n 2 : AE rp ors Re 
JCEIMEMEMFFERFEEFIEEEERREIPSEHCEELEPEERERN EILDEMTETHLEERHTERAAEHEEPEHIELEEEETEH EEDISSETEERMEEPEREEE: 
EHHEHHEPHHBEHHIENMTEREHETH FEE RRET EI: TELEEEERECHEEERIELEEHEHEEEHEETEEEIISIELCECEEEERETEEFEERPREEEEHE: 
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PENSIONS. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. 


FORTIFICATIONS, INDIAN DEPARTMENT- 


Years. : "NC Sa ae CU NERONI ae UST M OMNES CIA eT NE 
Appropriation,| Expenditure. poo x R Appropriation. | Expenditure. not ft ?Y'| Appropriation. Expenditure. d Eteria or p 73" | Appropriation. Expenditure. poe d uci pey- 
1829 | $809.497 00; $809,497 00 $630,518 00| $737,475 39 $56,957 39| $954,445 91| $968,512 21 14,066 30| $695,692 96| $576,341 74$119,248 22 
1830 | 1,280,742 06) 1,280,742 06 643,852 88| 898,620 31 254,767 43| 882,513 14| 1,040,598 37 145,085 23) 1,032,490 15) 622,262 47| 410,227 6# 
1831 | 1,304,494 05) 1,170,665 14,5133,828 91 1,035,494 44| 981,320 16| $53,174 28 711,604 00| 876,644 79 165,040 79, 911,489 48| 930,738 04 $19,248 55 
4 1832 | 1,517,257 84| 1,184,422 40| 332,835 44 1,230,009 73| 1,188,339 99| 91,666 76 653,200 00| 712,746 06 29,546 Ov) 1,306,281 27| 1,352,418 75 46,138 48 
1833 } 4,237,674 76) 4,589,152 40 351,477 64, 1,090,853 30| 1,723,532 10 632,678 80| 837.260 40| 1,136,817 49 299,557 09, 2,171,869 29| 1,802,980 93| 368,882 36i 
1834 | 3,561,463 00| 3,264,285 30) 197,277 70 1,777,157 36) 1,428,051 99| 349,705 37 875,694 40| 684,955 37| 190,739 13, 1,353,519 06| 1,003,953 20| 349,565 86 
1835 | 2,125,267 87, 1,964,711 32| 170,556 55 1,438,061 45! 1,788,401 38 . 342,339 90 440,486 78 440,487 78| 2.058,923 98| 1.706,444 45| 352,479 50 
1836 | 2,396,637 90| 2,832,797 96 486,160 06 1,929,325 33| 1,326,698 34; 602,626 99 2,031,842 95} 1,192,626 77| 839,216 17 8,314,060 45| 2,213,212 02/6.100,848 43 
1837 | 3,096,081 71; 2,672,162 45| 423,919 26 2,103,034 041 1,900,045 02! 202,989 02 1,434,309 69 1,434,309 69, 2,393,120 93| 1,818,009 96| 575,060 97 
1838 | 2,682,440 86| 2,169,046 93| 513,393 96 2,099,618 06, 2,513,779 46| 555,838 60 1,015,415 00| 859,984 41| 155,430 59 4,258,480 33| 3,461,939 24| 766,541 09 
1839 | 3,499,268 42) 3,142,750 51| 356,517 91 166,442 41| 1,199,211 58 1,032,569 17) 287,000 00! 866,965 12 579,965 13| 1,801,127 73| 1,917,972 39 116 844 61 
1840 | 1,934,557 37| 2,501,208 46 566,651 09 19,000 00| 275,130 15 256,130 15) 891,548 00| 182,716 18| 708,831 82 1,049,770 30| 1,603,618 24 533,847 94 
Total, [28,445,382 86/27,721,441 93 2,128,229 72/1,404,288 79/14,263,964 06/14,982,405 8811,857,001 02 2,575,442 84| 9,150,523 90) 10,397,364 19/1,894,218 72/3,141,058 01|27,348,810 98:19,009,945 46 9,072,954 11| 736,079 59 
An.av.| 2,370,448 571 2,810,120 16 1,188,663 67| 6,248,033 82 762.543 65| 869.447 01 2,279,901 66| 1,584,162 12 


MEVS 5 
FRE: Sz M " MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT, EXCLUSIVE OF PENSIONS, FORTIFICA- 
SPECIFIC DUTIES ON WINES IMPORTED IN 1840. E “3 CIVIU UIST) EOREIGN INTERCOURSE: AND) MISCELLANEOUS; TIONS, INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS AND INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 
sies a S S 
S a ee eS z ene í E. -| Ex TE : E. JE - 
FE] Š SiS | sezcrrte DUTIES equar To aN av vatorem || = gees Years. | Appropriation.| Expenditure. ee pend Appropriation. | Expenditure. pao d EER Y 
WINES. $ & EIE DUTY oF gs 3s | | stt i eee se 
i} [7] — ÁÀ = -—— — 
"yg ES 20 | I7 | 15 | 19 10 erri 1829 83,721,772 79 $3,092,481 47/$629,291 32 $2,905,729 83| $3,158,409 94 $252,671 11 
$E percent. per cent. per cent. per cent.| per cent. | "a X ES. | 1830 | 3,264,395 14| 3,237416 04| 26,979 10 3,546,477 96| 2,910,456 45 $637,012 61 
: ECCE Ou cer cue see 3 | mol gap) TENSES | 1831 | 3,192,899 66) 3,064,364 34| 123.535 32 2,936,056 47| 2,953,870 60 | 47,814 13 
AUN JT o m He #0 ii AS DD ERA Tee nor LESSE | 192 | 5,043,054 28| 4,574,887 37| 168,166 91 4,132,878 15| 3,544,949 89| 587,429 26| 
Siei Eu A 0 36 21-65 Gal 533 ES d Ed 31 g3 1833 | 5,126,153 67| 5,052,803 13) 63,355 74 4,603,035 32| 3,843,669 51| 849,865 81) 
CL NN "E p 3| 7. : . . PX. ESS | 1834 | 4614015 04| 4,399,878 82| 214,136 22 4.203,170 16| 3,538,182 02| 624,989 14 
oe  leateiat Ha UR a En 213) &Z 8 F.S | 1835 | 3,671,523 47| 3,721,261 60 49,738 13| 3,038,070 47| 3.538.267 53 402 94| 
F enih E A . ia 5i 26[31| 2302| 1917 13 cud i Re iid zo 1836 | 5,583,067 01| 5,383,370 58| 194.696 43 10,811,504 51| 10,850,775 51 130,271 03 
(ue seen sd e ca 3 [STE A eel e rel snags 13.1 | v SERS 4| 1837| 7,502,099 51| 5,524,252 761,977,846 75 11,562,413 39| 11,614,520 23 | 52.106 84 
DUREE E R S HE : à ; : : : L71 || 45 BÓ 73 E| 1838 | 5,434,499 55| 5,666,702 68 132,207 23| 12,571,585 11| 11,901,561 53| 670,023 58| 
ne M RUP MM M as) 5.17] 443| 3.69} 295|-.32533| 1839 | 3,999,726 80| 4,991,562 35 8,218,563 77| 7.140.160 721,089,403 05 
a l b : : . B . gs we 3 b D 5 g 
Discs d aks ose 7i 1124 983) 343|) Fos) sez) is ERE 1840 | 6,367,935 12| 5,492,030 98 875,004 14 E. 5,594,242 67| 6,303,563 42 709,180 74 
Other countries, in botlles, &c. | 198| 74| 39.70| 3474| 29.78| 2482| 1985 $ SIS SÈ X | Total, | 57,611,143 14) 54,209,012 12/4,588,911 93/1,286,780 81) 74,629,467 81| 71,373,356 38|4,457,125 20 1,201,034 86 
ee : idee 
à 559 S| Anav] 4,792,595 26| 4,517,417 67 6,219,122 31] 8,947,782 10 | 


A statement exhibiting the value of articles subject toa 
duty af less than 20 per cent. ad volorem, in 1840, 


& AVESIGEE Foreign cost| Present | Daties at pre-| Duties at Difference of | Statement exhibiting the quantity and value of wines imported during the year ending 30th September, 1840, the amount of duty 

A and charges. duty. sent rates, |20 per cent.) duty, | which accrued on the same, at the rates now payable, and the amount of duty which would accrue on similar importations ot 

%, Blankets of wool, not exceeding 75 cents each| $239,757 5 $11,957 85 |347,951 40| $35,963 45 | ether of the ad volorem rates herein specified, all of which will be dutiable under the proposed bill. 

= He ae a flags or other material m 5 3,836 20 | 15,344 80} — 11,503 60 n 

S Silver or plated wires Ü 5 151 35 617 49 463 05 Foreign | Duties per DUTIES ESTIMATED AT 

Š Silks, from India, China, &e. 966,666 | 10 | 96,366 60 192,733 20| — 96,366 60 ipis yox p cu ccs EU m i 

x gadiem, poumon finned T 1 23910 10 8,391 00 | 16,782 00 8,391 0 | per cent, |173 per cent.| 15 per cen | 1 per cent.) 10 per cent. 

ire, square, usi r umbr tretchers 2,84! 12 4I 569 60) 27 8 E zm z AEE | 5 

E orthreed or catton 468495 | 191 55,553 13 93,685 00 35,131 Madera... | 186.176 $351,435 823.272 00/$70,287 60/ 361,501 65 $52,715 70 $13,929 75 $35,143 80 

E Gold and silver, manufactures of—precious 5 (Sherry . a ü 136,848) 139,002| 17,106 00} 27,800 40| 24,325 35| 20,850 30| 17,375 25 13,900 20 

= stones, pearls, &c. set 201,500 123 25,195 75 | 40,315 00 15,119 25 Sicily . " a 320,461) 116,126) 24,034 57| 23,225 50| 20,322 57| 17,419 35| 14.516 12| 11,612 90 

3 Watches and parts of watches 420,959 12i 52,619 83 | 54,191 80 31,571 92 Red of France in casks |2,065,653| 439,799} 30,989 29, 87,959 80| 76.964 82 65,969 85| 54.974 88| 43,979 90 

3 Sail duck 615,724 15 92,359 45 |123,144 60 30,756 15 Other of France in do. 447,124, 114,094) 11,185 60| 22,818 80| 19,966 45| 17,114 10| 14,261 75 31,409 40 

Š Monum Ui me of a E p b: " D p i o m ə Ec i French, in botlles, &c. 380,047) 499,923) 20,902 58} 99,984 60| 87,486 53| 74,988 45| 62,490 38| 49,992 30 

S Š air sea Ü , ' E Red of Spai d Austria} 217,719) 37,422| 5,442 97| 7,4 0| 6,548 85| 5,613 30| 4,677 75| 3,742 20 

& Copper poiome, for stills, E cut round, &c. 8,509 m 1,331 35 | 1,761 80 530 35 Other "es Aia! ' : p ii dt i 

E: Quills: ud 214 i 312 551 4,988 40 1,070 sal, Be: .  ,| 831,241] 245,438) 31,172 03| 49,087 60| 42,951 65| 36,815 70| 30,679 75| 24,543 80 

S [Raw silk 234235 | 15 | 29.279 38 | 46,347 00| 175567 62 OF other countries, in M : 

$ |Articles not enumerated, at 10 per cent. List | 10 118 10 | — 236 20 118 10, casks ; 407,780} 239,262 30,583 60) 45,852 40| 40,120 85| 34,388 30| 28,657 76| 22,926 20 

Y Do. 1 os 231,460 12$ | 93,932 60 | 46,292 00; 17,359 50 Of other countries, in bot- 

E: H Do. 15 “ 974,321 15 146,148 16 |194,564 20| — 48,716 05| Wes 18,470) 36,669| 1,385 25) 7,833 80| 6,417 08| 5,500 35| 4,583 62| 3,666 90 

BS ——— : | —— -— — — ——À TM 
4,608,668 567,793 40 [921,713 60, $253,915 20| Total 5 d 5,012,119,2,209,176| 196,073 79| 441,835 20| 386,605 30,331,976 40! 276,147 00 220,917 60 
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‘Total appropitation $271,821,146 13 
Do. excess 29,566,162 15 
Do. expendilure 554,376,020 95 
Do. excess 12,124,036 97 


1,453,510 43 


Annual average of difference 
z Trust funds,| Aggregate expen- 


Kzpendit ure 


E 
$ exclusive of | treasury notes, |diture as statement 
ta | public debt. | interest, Gc. | No. 8 
829|$12,662,490 62 $11,833 40 $12.651,457 22 
1830| 13,229.533 33 13,229,533 33 
1831| 13,364 067 90 281 79 13,863,786 14 
1832] 16,516,338 77 2,254 08 16,514,134 69 
1533| 22,713,755 11 *663,442 80) 22,050,312 31 
1834| 15,425,117 25 4,850 13 18,420,567 12 
1935} 17,514,950 28 508,437 13 15,006,513 15 
1836| 30,869,164 04| 1,212,919 53 29,655,244 46 
1837) 37,265,037 15| 5,655,031 06 31,610,003 09 
1833} 39,455,438 35) 7,911,042 16 31,544,396 19 
1839} 37.614.936 t5, 12,171,219 21 25,443,716 94 
1840| 27,249,909 51, 4,860,553 20 22,339,356 31 
287,380,088 46| 33,001,067 51 251,379,020 95 


33,001,067 51 


287,390,035 46| 287,380,088 46 


Nore.—No special notice of trust funds was made in 
the public accounts until 1835, In the printed accounts 
rendered to congress for that and the subsequent years, 
they are particularly noticed. 

he payments for 1840 are subject to variation on 
the settlement of the treasurer’s account by warrant, 
which may appear to be unpaid at the close of that year. 


Statement of the sums making the amounts under the 
head of “trust funds and treasury notes,” as stated in 
the table of nppropriations and expenditures furnished 
to the pde the years— 

1835. Awards under con- 
vention with the king of the 


Two Sicilies $508,437 13 
1836. Payment of demands 

for unclaimed merchandise 275 90 
Awards under the convention 

with the king of the Twa 

Sicilies 4,633 24 
Choctaw schools 187 45 


* Awards under the treaty with Denmark, $663,161 04. 


Chickasaw fund, per act of 


20th April, 1836 $16,118 32 
Incompetent Indians, per act 

of 20th April, 1836 384,749 69 
Navy pension fund 6,056 13 
Privatecr pension fund 895 85 

1,212,919 58 

1837. Payment of demands 

for unclaimed merchandise 52 19 
Awards under the convention 

with the king of the Two 

Sicilies 253,323 56 
Awards under the conven- 5 

tion with the king of the 

French 4,115,741 76 
Sales of orphan lands of 

Creek Indians 21,044 00 
Choctaw schools 527 87 
Cherokee schouls 10,014 12 
Kansas schools 17,894 87 


Chickasaw fund, per act of 
1,236,144 54 


20th April, 1836 


Privateer pension fuad 261 55 
5,655,034 06 

1838. Interest on the funded 

debt 1 06 
Interest and reimbursement 

of the domestic debt 2,000 75 
Redemption of 3 per cent. 

stack 215 27 
Reimbursement of treasury 

notes issued per act of 12t 

October, 1837 5,447,489 97 
Reimbursement of treasury 

notes issued per act 2lst 

May, 1938 141,116 74 
Interest on treasury notes is- 

sued per act of 22d Octo- 

ber, 1837 14,657 30 
Interest on treasury notes is- 

sued per act of 21st May, 

1835 339 18 
Payment of demands for un- 

claimed merchandise 614 32 
Smithsonian institution 517,770 67 


Awards under the conven- 
tion of the king of the Two 
Sicilies 

Awards under the conven- 
tion of the king of the 
French 

Awards under the conven- 
tion of the queen of Spain 

Chickasaw fund, per act of 
20th April, 1836 

Navy pension fund 

1839, Interest on the funded 
debt 

Interest and reimbursement 
ot the domestic debt 

Paying certain parts of the 

omestic debt 

Redemption of the 5 per cent. 
stock of 1821 

Redemption of the 45 per 
cent. stock of 26th May, 
1824 


Redemption of 3 per cent. 
stock 

Reimbursement of treasury 
notes (old) 

Reimbursement of treasur 
notes issued per act 12t 
October, 1837 

Reimbursement of treasury 
notes issued pcr act 21st 
May, 1838 

Interest on treasury notes is- 
sued per act 12th October, 
1837 

Interest on treasury nutes is- 
sned per act 2lst May, 
833 


Payment of demands for un- 
claimed merchandise 

Smithsonian institution 

Awards under the conven- 
tion. with the king of the 
Two Sicilies 

Awards under the conven- 
tion with the king of the 
French 

Awards underthe convention 
with the queen of Spain 

Awards under the first article 
of the treaty of Ghent 

Chickasaw fund, per act 20th 
April, 1836 


1840, "Treasury notes 
Unclaimed mdse. 3 
Smitlisonianlega- 
cy 33.758 00 
Frenchindemnity 6,265 14 

Neapolitanindeni- 
i 313,464 41 


nity 
Chickasaw fund 455,459 55 
Navy pension fund 12,495 71 


$934,479 22 


4 


221,214 08 


695,933 37 
55,429 64 
621,161 22 
190,198 59 


7,911,042 16 
34 
3,000 00 
641 16 
10,000 00 


3,000 00 
239 90 
5 00 


,291,975 45 


6,406,301 68 


101,264 41 


298,569 48 
1,053 43 
12,837 50 
220,827 56 


496,276 41 
153 74 
280 00 


321,803 25 
— 9471,19 21 


4,087,784 82 
44 
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Deduct surplus of 
repaymenton ac- 
count of navy ho- 
spital fund 


31,710 84 


802,768 38 
—— — — 4,860,553 40 


A statement of the monthly, qunrterly and annual issue 
of treasury notes, from the 12th October, 1831, to 30th 


June, 1841, inclusive: ` 


2nd quarter 
3rd quarler 
4tb quarler 


1840.—1s! quarter 
2nd quarter 


7 Month Quarter Yeart 
Months. Years. ea issues. Weg 
Oct. 1837 $53.723 83 
Nov. *— 1,441,740 24 
Dec " 1,497,525 08 
— —  —— $2,999,989 15 
$2,992,989 15 
Jan. 1538 1,492,915 13 
Feb. “ 2,033,042 37 
March “ — 945,403 07 
41474. 960) 57 
April * 2,057,401 75 
ay “ 1,975,555 79 
June " 4,103,706 99 
— — — 7,436,661 53 
July M 182,568 56 
August “ 460,727 20 
Sept. n 162,500 00 
— 805,795 76 
— — — 12,716,820 86 
March 1839 2,080,985 14 
— — —— 9,080,985 14 
May *— 1,451,291 07 
June " — 995,000 00 
———— 1,776,291 07 
— 3,857,276 21 
April 1840 77,530 00 
May * 1,349,636 14 
June u 408,842 85 
—— — — —— 1,836,009 09 
July "— 1,538.059 19 
August " 1,525796 29 
Sept. i 32,550 00 
————"_— — 3,096,405 48 
Oct. A 155,668 67 
Nov m 81,304 43 
Dec M 420,159 84 " 
—— 651,132 94 
— — 5,589,547 51 
Jan. 1841 625.015 60 
Feb. t 904,359 81 
March ** 1,323,203 34 
— —— — 2,852,578 15 
April s 971 275 33 
May * 1865.587 13 
June i 565,293 61 
———— —— 3,395,156 07 
6,247,734 82 
Aggregate $31,404,368 55 
Total redeemed 22,477,687 42 
-| Outstanding $8,926,681 13 
A statement of the redemption of treasury noles. 
Quarlerly. Annual, 
1838.—1st quarter $911,299 42 
2nd quarter 668,173 48 
3rd quarter 2,852,169 40 
4th quarler 1,256,864 41 
—————— $5,088,506 71 
1839.— 1st quarler 4,315,565 25 


3,652,528 16 
1,563,942 29 
1,191,431 43 


10,728,777 13 


1,647,634 24 
1,166,607 94 


8rd quarter 651,423 40 
4th quarter 106,867 44 
—— 8,872,538 02 
1841.— st quarler — 321,656 29 


2nd quarter 


Aggregate, 


1,966,214 27 


2,287,870 56 
$22,477,687 42 


Articles paying a duty of less than 20 per cent. ad valo- 
Im continued at their present duties by the proposed 


; Articles, 
Acid, muriatic 


Acid, sulphurie, or oil of vilriol 


Acid, tarlaric 

Alum 

Aqua fortis 

Blue vitriol 
Calomel 

Carbonate of soda 
Corrosive sublimate 
Combs 

Copperas 


Present duty. 
124 per cent. 
3 cts. per Ib. 
15 per cent. 
2 50 percwt. 
124 per cent. 
4 cts. per Ib 
15 per cent. 
15 per cent. 
16 percent. 
15 per cent. 
2 00 per cw. 


Gold and silver and other watches, 


and part of watches 
Gold and silver lace, and 


123 per cent. 
all arti- 


cles composed wholly or chiefly 


of gold and silver 


123 per cent. 


358 


Gems and precious stones, and 
pearls of all kinds when set 

Jewelry of gold, &c. 

Lead, nitrate of 

Lead, read, ground in oil 


123 per cent. 
124 per cent. 
12! per cent. 
D cts. per Ib. 


Lead, white, do. 5 cts. per Ib, 
Lead, sugar of B ets. per Ib. 
Manganese 15 percent. 
Magnesia, sulphate of 15 per cent. 


Potash, bichromate of 
Potash, chromate of 
Potash, prussiate of 
Salts, glauber 
Salts, Rochelle 
Sulphate of quinine 
Sublimate, corrosive 
Stones, precious, of all kinds, set 122 per cent. 
Saltpetre, refined 8 cts. per Ib. 
Articles free of duly under the proposed act. All 
articles imported for the use of the United States, 
philosophical apparatus, instruments, books, naps, 
charts, statues, busts of marble, bronze, alabaster, 
or plaster of Paris, casts, paintings, drawings, eli- 
gravings, specimens of sculpture, cabinets of coins, 
gems, medals, and all other collections of antiqui- 
ties, statuary, modelling, painting, drawing, etching, 
or cngraving specially tmported by order, and tor 
the nse of any society incorporated for philosophi- 
cal or literary purposes, or tor the encouragement 
of the fine arts, or by order and for the use of any 
callege, school or seminary of learning in the Unit- 


124 per cent. 
12: per cent. 
123 per cent. 
2 cts, per Ib. 
15 per cent. 
15 per cent. 
15 percent. 


ed States, specimens in natural history, mineralogy,- 


botany, and anatomical preparations, models of ma- 
chinery aud the models of other inventions, plants 
and trees, wearing apparel and other personal bag- 


gage in actual use, and tbe implements or tools of 


trade of persons arriving in the United States; re- 
gulus of antimony, animals imported for breed, 
argol, gum arabic, aloes, atpbergris, bole amino- 
niac, arrow-root, annotto, aniseed, oil of aniseed, 
almonds, amber, asaleetida, ava root, alconoque, alba 
canella, busts of marble, bronze, alabaster or plas- 
ter of Paris; bark of cork tree unmanufactured, burr 
stones unwrought. Bristol stones or paste, brass, in 
pigs, bars, plates or sheets, old hrass, only fit to be 
manufactured, brass wire suited to the manufacture 
of pins, brimstone or sulphur, barilla, brazilletto, 
refined borax, Burgundy pitch, berries used ior dy- 
ing, vanilla beans, Brazil paste, balsam tolu, gold 
and silver coins aud bullion, clay unwrought, cop- 
per imported in any shape for the use of the mint, 
copper in pigs, bars or plates, suited to the sheathing 
of ships, old copper fit only to be reinanutactured, 
Japis calaminaris, cochineal, camomile flowers, co- 
riander seed, catsup, cantharides, castanas, chalk, 
cocculus indicus, colombo root, oil of cloves, cum- 
min seed, cascarilla, vegetables and woods used in 
dying, lac-die, berries and nuts used in dying, eme- 
1y, epaulets of gold or silver, furs undressed of all 
kinds, flax unmanufactured, fustic, flints, gems and 
precious stones of al] kinds, not set, grindstones, 
gamboge, raw hides, hemlock, henbane, horn plates 
for lanturns, ox and other horns, Harlei oil, harts- 
horn, hair unmanufactured, hair pencils, ipeca- 
cuanha, ivory unmanutactured, irig root, juniper 
berries, oil ot Juniper, kelp, kermes, madder, mad- 
der root, musk, manna, mother of pearl, needles, 
nux vomica, orris root, oil of almonds, opium, pla- 
tina, Peruvian bark, old pewter fit only to be rema- 
nutaciured, plaster of Paris, pearls of all kinds, not 
set, quicksilver, rags of any kind of cloth, India 
1übber, reeds nnmanufactured, rhubarb, rotten stone, 
ratans unimannfactured, raw and undressed skins, 
spelter, crude saltpetre, gum Senegal, saffron, shel- 
lac sponges, sago, sarsaparilla, senna, strings for 
musical instruments, topioca, tamarinds, crude tar- 
tar, teuleneuge, tin foil tin, in pigs, bars, plates or 
sheets, tips of bone or horn, tortoise shell, turmeric, 
weld, woad or pastel, Brazil wood, Nicaragua wood, 
red wood, cam wood, log wood, die woods of all 


i 


chromate of potash, Brazil pebble for spectacles; 
Dristol stones; chromate of potash; erystals, watch; 
diamonds; diamonds, glazier's; dressed furs; em- 
broidery; furs, dressed; gold lace; gold watches; 
gold, articles composed wholly or chiefly of, set; 
jewelry, of gold, silver, precious stones, &e. set; 
laces, gold and silver; laces, thread aud cotton; 
lead, nitrate of; manganese; muriatic acid; nitrate 
of lead; paste work; pearls, of all kinds, set or other- 
wise; pearl, of all articles composed wholly or chief- 
ly oi; pebble, Brazil, for spectacles; potash, bichro- 
mate of; potash, chromate ol; potash prussiate of; 
precious stones, of all kinds, set; prussiate of pot- 
ash; raw silk; silver, articles composed wholly or 
chiefly of; silver watches, and parts ol; stones, Bris- 
tol; stones, precious, all articles composed wholly or 
chiefly of, set; stones, precious, of all kinds, set; 
veils, lace; watches, of all kinds, and parts of wateh- 
es; watch crystals; whalebone, of foreign fishing. 
Articles subject to u duly of 15 percent. Acid, 
tartaric; almond paste; amber beads; articles, all, 
not specified in the act of the 14th. July, 1832, ei- 
ther as free, or as liable to a different duty, (that is 
to say, than 15 per cent.) and which, by the then 
existing laws, were liable to an ad valorem duty 
liigher than 15 per cent. to pay an ad valorem duty 
ol 15 per cent.; balsams, cosmetic; barley; baskets, 
of straw or grass; beads, wax or amber; beads, all 
others not otherwise enumerated; beds, feathers for; 
bergamot, essential oil of; blue, Prussian; bolting 
cloth, if not of silk; boxes, shell or paper; bracelets, 
hair; bricks; brooms, of hair or palin leaí; button 


moulds; brazier’s copper; calomel; carbonate of 


soda; caraway, essenlial oil of; cloth, hair or hair 
seating; combs; composition beads; cosmetics; cor- 
rosive sublimate; crude mineral salt; copper, bra- 
zier’s; copper bottoms, cut round and turned up on 
the edge, &e. down, of all kinds; duck, sail; emetic, 
tartar; fancy, or perfumed soaps; leathers, for beds; 
fossi] and mineral salt; gold leaf; grass baskets; 
hair bracelets; hair, brooms of; hair cloth aud hair 
seating; hair, not made up for head dresses; indigo; 
lampblack; lavender, essential oil of; lead, all ma- 
nufactures of, not olherwise specified, or of which 
lead isa component material; leal, gold; lemon, 
essentialoilof; magnesia, sulphate of; mineral ealt, 
crude; mustard; oil, essential, of bergamot; oil, es- 
sential, of caraway; oil, essential, of lemon; oil, es- 
sential, of lavender; oil, essential, of rosemary; oil, 
essential, of roses; oil, salad; padding linen, il not 
suilable for cottor bagging; palm leal, brcoins of; 
paper boxes; paste, almond; paving tiles; perfum- 
ed, or fancy, shaving and other soaps; pickles; pow- 
der, hair, perfumed; powder, tooth; Pressian blue; 
quills prepared; quinine, sulphate ol; Rochelle 
salts; rosemary, essential eil of; roses, essential oil 
of; salts, Rochelle; salad oil; salt, fossil and crude 
inineral; seating, hair and haircloth; shell boxes; 
soaps, fancy or perlumed, shaving and others, in- 
cluding Windsor and washballs; soda, carbonate of; 


straw baskets; sublimate, corrosive; sulphate of 


magnesia; sulphate of quinine; Tartaric acids; Tar- 
tar emetie; tiles, building; tiles, paving; tooth pow- 
der; tobacco, mannfactured; washes; washballs; 
wax beads; Windsor soap. 


PASSAGE OF THE BANK CHARTER, “The charter 
for this new government of the country, passed the 
senate without obtaining the vote of the majority 


of the members of that body. There are fifty-two 


members—Tennessee is only half represented in 
the body. If her full representation had voted as 
the fraction of it voted on the question, and the 


other dissenting memher from the bill, (Mr. Clay- 
ton), had been comyelled to do his duty, and vote 


according to his own sense of his oath, the charter 
would have lallen in the senate. 


Next. If Mr. Henderson had done his duty, at- 


lended as he was bound to do, and voted, as he 


says he would have voted, according to the dictates 


kinds, unmanufactured woods of any kind, except ot his conscience, the compromise, the amendment, 
rose wood, satin wood and malogany, whale and wonld have been rejected, and then Messrs. Mer- 


other fish oila of American fisheries, and all other 
articles the produce of said fisheries, and zine. 


rick and others, who stood pledged to vote against 
the bill without the amendment, would have de- 
feated the measure. 
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It was carried at Jast by the vote of Mr. Preston, 
who notoriously violates the almost unanimous pub- 
lic sentirent of his state. 

Will the president sanction a bill thus worked 
through the senate, by what Mr. Randolph would 
term black-leg management-—and containing, as it 
does beyond all question, a full assertion of the 
power to impose branches on the states—which has 
been again and again pronounced by the president 
a downright violation of the constitulion ol the U. 
States? We think not. 

On our return home from the senate, we were 
greeted by a letter from a great man six hundred 
miles distant, whose ken we have often lound reach- 
ed beyond all others, which makes an assertion on 
this point. We have frequently found liis assertions, 
prophecies, and we publish the following as of that 
character, and leave it to be tested by the future—— 
“Clay will not get his bank bill passed, Tyler will 
veto il.” [ Globe. 

The Madisonian on noticing the above, remarks, 
“It, (the bank bill), was cariied at last by the 
vote of Mr. Preston, who notoriously violates the 
almost unanimous public sentiment ot his state, will 
the president sanction a bill thus worked through 
the senate?? Without inquiring whether Mr. Pres- 
ton did, or did not, vote the sentiments of his state, 
but assuming for the sake of meeting the posilion of 
the Globe, he did not, how stands the case? 

There are fifty-two senators, when all the states 
are fully represented— Tennessee having but one 
senator. At this time the senate is composed of 
fifty-one members—- these are from twenty-six states. 
The vote on the bank bill was 26 io the affirmative, 
and 23 in the negative, two not voting. Now, if the 
twenty-six states had been fully represented, and 
the'senators had voted as the Globe says Mr. Pres- 
ton should have done, the vote would have stood 38 
for the bill and 14 against it, or 19 states for the bill 
and 7 against it, as tested by the last general election. 

For the billi—whig states. 


Massachusetts, 2 North Carolina, 2 
Vermont, 2 Georgia, D 
Connecticut, 2 Louisiana, 2 
Rhode Island, 2 Mississippi, 2 
Maine, 2 Tennessee, 2 
New York, 2 Kentucky, 2 
New Jersey, 2 Ohio, 2 
Pennsylvania, 2 Indiana, 2 
Maryland, 2 Michigan, 2 
Delaware, 2 
Making 38 votes. 
Against the bill—sub-treasury slates. 

New Hampshire, 2 Arkansas, 2 
Virginia, 2 Missouri, 2 
South Carolina, 2 Illinois, 2 
Alabaina, 2 


Making 14 voles, 

And where the whig states represented in the 
house upon the same principle, and the policy ap- 
plied, that was adopted by Alabamaat (be last elec- 
tion, that of resorting to the general ticket, (he op- 
position to the bill would be only nominal in that 
body, as the sub-treasury states only gave 46 votes, 
and under the next apportionment will not be much 
varied. What then becomes of the position of the 
Globe? Let the candid reader answer. 

RESPECT FOR PUBLIC SERVICES. The cilizens of 
Little Rock, Aikansas, tendered to brigadier general 
Taylor, of the United States army, a public dinner, 
in expression of their esteem for his personal worth 
and meritorious publie services, on his arrival at 
that place, en roule to Fort Gibson, to relieve gen. 
Arbuckle, which the general was under the neces- 
sity of declining for tlie reasons assigned in the fol- 
lowing reply to the invitation: 

Lille Rock, Arkansas, June 11, 1841. 

GENTLEMEN: Permit me to tender to you indi- 
vidually, and through you to the citizens of Little 
Rock, my thanka for the honor conferred upon me 
in their invitation, so obligingly and flatteringly 
communicated by you, to partake with them of a 
public dinner. 


; ; S ; The bank charter, instead of 

pert uel ic etf fie er cota eto eng passed by the extra congress eonvened. for 
: " , BLAME " 

place whence exported, shall not exceed 75 cents Amd MM S Qe ee 


Under ordinary circumstances, it would afford me 
great pleasure to accepl this invitation; but having 
been already detained, upon my journey tothe Iron- 


each; matting usually made of flags or any other iof Mr. Henderson. It ought, therefore, to read, ‘be 


material; wire, silvered or plated it enacted by the absence of Mr. Henderson,” in- 
, , ^ é š 


Articles subject to a duly of ten per cent ad valo- 
rem. Silk, all manufactures of, or of which silk 
shall be the component material, coming irom be- 
yond the Cape ol Gaod Hope, except sewing silk; 
saddlery, common tinned and japanned. 

Articles subject lo a duly of twelve per cent. ad va- 
lorem. Wire, squaie, used for umbrella stretchers, 
cut in pieces not exceeding the length lor stretchers. 

Articles subject to a duly of twelre and a half per 
cent. Aqualortis; articles composed wholly or chief- 
ly of gold, silver, pearl or precious stones, set; bi- 


stead of “be il enacted by the senate and house of 


representatives in congress assembled.” 
H the charter should then become effectual lo fix 
upon the present generation the gieat moneyed ey- 


nasty proposed, it will be the consequence, first of 


the call of a mutilated congress—a senator from 
Tennessee would have stifled the bill—and second. 
ly of the conduct of two senators, who absented 
themselves, and thus avoided the performance of a 
duty which they admit their consciences demand- 
ae The vole of either would have defeated the 
bill. 


tier, an unusual length ol time, I do not feel autho- 
rised to make, on my own account any delay what- 
ever. I am therefore compelled, with sincere re- 
gret, to decline the Kind hospitality of the citizens 
of Little Rock. 

1n regard to the military command upon the frou- 
tier, so important to the people of Arkansas, 1 have, 
gentlemen, to assure you of my best exertions to se- 
cure the great objects to which your letter refers. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, very respect- 
lully, your obedient servant, 

ZACH. TAYLOR. 
Brevel brig. gen. U. S. army. 
To Mr. Benj. Johnson and olhers. 
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U.S.sEeNATE. The following table shews the standing of 
first session of the 27th congress, convened 31st May, 1841. 


every other year; term G years. Each class stands 


First session, 26th congress. 


184t. 1843. 
1. Maine, Ruggles, 
2. New Hampshire, *Hubbard, *Pierce, 
3. Massachusetts, Davis, 
4. Connecticut, *Smith 
5. Rhode Island, Knight 
6. Vermont, Prentiss, 
7. New York, * Wright, 
8. New Jersey, * Wall, 
9. Pennsylvania, *Buchanan, 
10. Delaware, Clayton, 
11. Maryland, Spence, dead. 
12. Virginia, *Roane, 
13. North Carolina, *Brown, *Strange, 
14. South Carolina. — *Calhoun, Preston, 
15. Georgia, *Lumpkin, *Cuthbert, 
16. Kentucky, Crittenden, Clay 
17. Tennessee, * Anderson, 
18. Ohio, * Allen, 
19. Louisiana, *Nicbolas, *Montoo, 
20. Indiana, Smith, 
21. Mississippi, * Walker, 
22, Ilfinois, * Robinson, * Young, 
23. Alabama, *King, *Clay, 
24. Missouri, *Linn, 
25. Arkansas, *Fulton, *Sevier, 
26. Michigan, * Norwell, 
*13—5. *12—5. 


Yan Buren 30, Harrison, 21—in all 51. 


V. B. majority 9. 


— 


Currency. Currency has been the topic of long 


and labored investigation, and it may seem pre- | 


sumptuous to 
lation to it. 
ought to be understood; we therefore give our views 
of it, in the hope of aiding in the settlement of the 
great question. Currency is that form of capital 
or cre 
which, in a given locality, 
ties or pay debts without further negotiation. 
is the simplest illustration of the term. Currency 
is also “capital seeking investment.” Capital is 
accumulated hy labor, aided by capital; and its first 
form is the product of labor, whatever that may be. 
ff this product is to be used by the producer, or 
bartered for some other form of capital, each party 
desiring to consume what he obtains, no currency 
is required or used; but if the producer desires to 
invest the product of his labor for future use in 
some substance not al hand, he hrst converts it into 
currency, that it may be ready for investment when 
the desired object is presented, and 
waiting investment, it remains currency. To de- 
termine whether itis currency or not, it is immate- 
rial whether the substance be bank notes, bank de- 
posites, or gold; the fact that the owner desires to 
invest it, and can do so when the object of desire ig 

resented, constitutes its essential characteristic.— 
Gold hoaided is not currency, but capital invested 
for future use. So bank notes and bank deposites, 
while the owner or holder has no desire to change 
their character, or to use them, are capital invested; 
but the moment the desire to invest arises, they be- 
come currency; hence money or currency may be 
extremely scarce, whilst the apparent amount of 
money has not in any degree diminished; the desire 
to invest having ceased, the currency is diminished 
proportionably. 

The most objectionable form of currency is bank 
deposites. In a period of confidence, the bank 
holding, and the party owning them, are both de- 
siious of investing them, and currency is thereby 
doubled; while in a period of doubt or panic, they 
are ready at hand to be invested in metal, the ob- 
ject then most desired. Bank notes must first be 
collected before they can be invested, and then can 
only be once invested; they are, therefore, a less 
objectionable form of currency. 

The currency of the United States, with the ex- 
ception of a small amount of metal in circulation, 
consists of bank deposites and bank notes, or the 
credit of banks. ‘The amount in use is variousty 
estimated, but one hundred and seventy-five mil- 
lions of dollars is an approximation to the truth, and 
aufficiently correct to illustrate our purpose. This 
inass of credit has grown up with the nation during 
the last half century. It adds nothing to the sub- 
stantial capital of the conntry; yet it performs all 
the functions of capital, and is a gain to the nation 
equal to the amount of metal which would be re- 
quired for its currency. Its liquidation in metal is 
an impossibility, and it never was contemplated by 
the parties. who issued or received it, nor can it 
properly be considered a part of (he contract. It 


attempt to settle any principle in re- 


will purchase commodi- 


This 


But it is an important subject, and | 


dit used as a circulating medium; or any thing | 


whilst thus | 


y, ] The senate consists of 52 members, 
in its proper 


1345. 1841. 


the U. S. senate, for the first session of the 26th congress—also the second session—with the 
and is divided into three classes; one class to be elected 
column, with the date of its termination. 

Second session, 26th congress. 


A star designates, Van Buren members. 
First session, 27th congress—31st May, 1841. 


1843. 845. 1843. 1845. 1847. 
* Williams, Ruggles, * Williams, "Williams. Evans, 
*Hubbard, *Pierce, *Pierce, * Woodbury 
Webster, Bates, Choate, Choate, Bates, i 
Hnntington, *Smith, Huntington, |*Smith, Huntington, 
Dixon, Knight, Dixon, Dixon, Simmons, 
Phelps, Prentiss, Phelps, Prentiss, Phelps, 
Tallmadge, * Wright, Tallmadge,  |* Wright, Tallmadge, 
Southard, * Wall, Southard, Southard, Miller, 
*Sturgeon, | *Buchanan,  *Sturgeon, *Buchanan,  *Sturgeon, 
Bayard, Clayton, Bayard, Bayard, Clayton, 
Merrick, Kerr, Merrick, Kerr, Merrick, 
(Vacant.) |*Roan, Rives, Rives, Archer, 
Mangum, Graham Grahato, Mangum, 
*Calhoun, Preston, Preston, *Calhoun, 
Berrien, *Cuthbert, «Cuthbert, Berrien, 
Crittenden, Clay, Clay, Morehead, 
*Grundy, dead |* Anderson, * Nicholson, * Nicholson, ( Vacant.) 
* Tapan, * Allen, *'Tapan, * Allen, *Tapan, 
* Nicholas, * Mouton, * Mouton, Barrow, 
White, Smith, White, Smith, White, 
Henderson, *Walker, Henderson, Henderson, *Walker, 
*Robinson, * Young, *Young, *Mc Roberts, 
*King, *Clay, *Clay, *King, 
* Benton, *Linn, * Benton, *Linn, * Benton, 
*Fulton, *Sevier, *Sevier, *Fullon, 
Porter, * Norwell, Porter, Porter, Woodbridge, 
*5—11. *u-7. *11—6. *5—12. *t1—6. *5—12. eG mete 


V. B. majority 2. 


| will conlinue to exist and perform its functions 
v hile confidence remains, and will perish whenever 
its character is doubted, or whenever, to any great 
| extent, its conversion into metal is demanded. An 
active foreign demand for ten per cent. of the cur- 
rency in metal, would at once destroy the converti- 
bility of the whole mass. Unlike metal, it will not 
revert to capital, that being a materia] substance, 
always exchangeable; but will utterly perish, leav- 
ing the community in want of one of the first ele- 
ments of wealth—a currency. By “legalized sus- 
pensions,” or “facilities” in various forms, misera- 
ble substitutes may be provided; and these substi- 
tutes are not matters of choice, depending upon the 
will of the banks or the public, but of absolute ne- 
| cessity, essential to the very existence of the social 
compact; fora currency, good or bad, will exist. 

To a nation like our own, of timited capital and 
ample room for its employment, the benefits of a 
currency of credit can hardly be appreciated, and 
these advantages render it idle to propose its aban- 
doument. The proposal to destroy one hundred 
and seventy-five millions of the capital of the na- 
tion, would be an absurdity perceptible at once; but 
since cre‘lit performs all its functions, and has done 
so for fifty years, it is only by failing to see its true 
relation to the interests of the country, that its 
abandonment is advocated by those really desiring 
the country’s welfare. 

Such is tbe currency of the United States—a 
mere mass of credit; the representative of real 
wealth in the hands of the debtors of the banks 
which furnish it, and rarely exceeding in amount 
one half of the property upon. which it rests—per- 
forming all the lunctions of capital, and scarcely 
less valuable thana like amount of metal, yet liable 
to be paralyzed or destroyed in an hour by an ad- 
verse condition of the foreign exchanges. This 
adverse condition of exchanges may arise from va- 
rious causes. Excessive importation is the most 
formidable. European wars, incucing a disposition 
to hoard, or the payment of armies, might bring this 
calamity upon us, trom the fact that we proffer to 
Europe an open market, to which she will resort 
whenever she wishes to be rid of ber surplus, or 
desires to purchase gold. From this condition it is 
impossible for us, by any other process than conn- 
tervailing duties, to extricate ourselves. If we 
abandon the system, we cannot abandon the obliga- 
tions which have grown up under it. The indivi- 
dual and public debt will still remain. If we de- 
nounce the banks and ruin their credit, they have 
only to suspend their own loans of credit, and they 
will still hold the obligations of the public for three 
hundred and fitty millions, the amount of their ca- 
pitals, to be paid by a community without a curren- 
cy, which would sweep into the coffers ot the banks 
the entire estate of the nation. Al industry would 
be at an end, and **save who cau" would be the 
universal sentiment of society. Such a condition 
| of things cannot be contemplated without horro 
It must never be—but it will occar, unless, by the 
strong arm of law, we prevent the importations 
which destroy our own industry, and create a ba- 
lance agaiust us. We have no longer credit in Eu- 


rT.— 


Van Buren 27, Harrison 25—in all 52. 


Yan Buren 22, Tyler, 29—in all 51. 
Tyler’s majority 7. 
W. McKNIGHT, PENNSYLVANIA. 


rope—a fortunate event. Our state stocks are now 
too low in the scale of depreciation to meet the dif- 
ference in exchange; and it is idle to suppose that 
by any other process we can prevent the occurrence 
of the circumstances we have described. 

The European manufacturer, secure of his home 
market, sallies forth to find an outlet for bis surplus; 
which, whether a profitable one or not, is compara- 
tively of little importance. If suffered to remain 
at home, it depreciates the value of his remaining 
stock more than its cost. Into the first open mar- 
ket itis therefore thrust, and exchanged for gold, 
if nothing better can be found. All the commercial 
world, except the United States, have either a me- 
tallic or a depreciated currency, or a tariff of pro- 
tection; here then all centre, to be sold lo the high- 
est bidder, 

Now comes the crisis in our affairs. The con- 
stitution of the United States having forbidden to 
the states the creation of any other legal currency 
than gold or silver, and the enactment of any law 
impairing the obligation of contracts, the banks 
finding the current of exchanges adverse, contract 
the currency; this produces pressure, which but ag- 
gravates the evil—panic ensues, confidence is lost, 
and the whole fabric of the currency falls, involv- 
ing in one common calamity, banks, the public and 
the government 

To demonstrate beyond the possibility of doubt, 
that this is the secret sonrce of the evils we endure, 
let us contrast our condition with that of France.— 
France has a population of 36 millions; that of the 
United States is 18 millions; we are then as 1 to 2 
of France numerically. In point of capital, in 
lands, both for extent and fertility, in buildings, 
animals, roads, canals, rail roads, ships, steamboats, 
minerals, coal, iron, lead, and the leading constitu- 
ents of wealth, we are at least in the same ratio.— 
In point of moral, intellectual aud physical capa- 
bilities, we shall not be accused of ostentation if we 
claim to be their equals in the same ratio of num- 
bers. Tf in the bigher branches of science and art 
we are below them, in the mass of knowledge dif- 
fused, and applicable to the attainment of wealth, 
weareabovethem. Of the precious metals, jewels 
and capital in sirailar forms, as also in military ar- 
rangements, France is greatly our superior; but 
these, while they are retained, add notbing to ber 
abitity to acquire wealth or to meet expenditures. 
What is then the condition of France? What is 
her debt? What the amount of her civil service? — 
What her armies and navy? The debt of France is 
one thousand millions of dollars; her annnal expen- 
ditnre 200 millions; her army, 500,000 men; her 
| navy, 350 ships and 25,000 men, with all tbe muni- 
tions of war. Yet, notwithstanding all this vast 
| expenditure of meaus, France is daily improving 
her condition, and has improved it tu a great extent 
| since 1815, when she was overrun by the allied ar- 
| mies, her capital in the hands of her enemies, and 
her treasury exhausted. 

True, her pnpulation is heavily taxed, but much 
| that is abstracted from the people in the form of 
taxes, returns to them in the disburaements of the 
government; and labor, by an increased activity, 18 
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enabled to reserve to itself a competency. What is 
our condilion alter 25 years of peace? Is our army 
250,000 men? Is our navy equal to balf that of 
France? Is our revenue 100 millions of dollars?— 
Although our public debts are not five bundred mil- 
lions—the proportion of our population to that of 
France—are our publie stocks, though at nearly 
double tbe interest of those of France, accredited 
even in our own markets, or bave we an equivalent 
for these expenditures in any otber or a better form? 
If unable to employ 250,000 men as soldiers, can 
we employ them in constructing canals and rail 
roads? The contrast is painful in the extreme, and 
will impress itself strongly upon us, if we bear in 
mind that our population is half that of France, and 
in 25 years will be equal. From what cause dees 
this contrast arise? Whence is derived the pay, 
subsistence, clothing and arma of this half million 
of seldiers, these naval munitions, the pay of her 
civil service and innumerable police, the gorgeous 
display ol her court and nobility? Could we, with 
our present policy, sustain a tilhe of such expendi- 
tures? Where shall we find the equivalent lor this? 
In our bankrupt merchants—our breken down cur- 
rency—our laborers asking in vain for employment; 
our states sacrificing their bonds in market at 40 
per cent. discount to construct a canal of a few 
miles extent; and the “empire state,” alarmed at an 
advance of her credit, equal to two dollars a head 
of her population, for the construction of her great 
public works, whilst France spends six dollars per 
head annuatly, and prospera hy the outlay. Are 
we less intelligent, less energetic? Is il the fault 
ofour political institutions that we are thus? There 
must be a radical difference in the policy of the two 
nations lo produce such differences in their capa- 
bilities. That difference is found in their foreign 
commercial cade; and the answer to the question is 
found in the statement of Dr. Bowring, quoted 
above, ‘The principal object of the French tariff 
is lo protect the French manufacturer; ta exctude 
every thing which competes with him in the home 
market; to shut oul every foreign article which can 
be produced athome.” This is the only important 
difference inthe policy of the two nations, and it is 
adequate to the result. The industry of France is 
austained, and devoted to the interes? of France, and 
the world recognizes her energies, Give to Ame- 
rican industry and talent its own glorious country 
to embellish, freed Irom the wasting influence upon 
her currency by European policy, which proscribes 
many of our staples, and burdens others with enor- 
mous duties, while they force their surplus upon us 
freely and without hindrance, anda few short years 
would change the scene. Industry would again 
spring iuto life, our curreney be reanimated, and 
the nation be redeemed [rom worse than colonial 
bondage. [American Institute report. 


GREAT BATTLE IN THE INDIAN COUNTRY.— 
Under this bead the St. Louis Argus, ol the 23d, 
contains the following important and interesting 
piece of intelligence: “Large numbers of Indians, 
hegroes and mongrels, from Florida have been plac- 
ed upon the borders of Arkansas and Missuuri. By 
a sentleman direct from Fort Leavenworth, we learn 
that some 600 negroes from Florida, and runaways 
from the Choctawa and Cherokees, and from the 
whites, united with a few Indians, and perhaps a 
few white men, have been gradually associated in 
the featnesses west of Arkansas. Not long sinee 
they march high up Red river and camped lor the 
purpose of hunting buffalo. They built a very to- 
lerable fort with logs, surmounted with a ditch, to 
"md themselves against all dangers! They caught 

ut few buffalo, and therefore to supply their wauts, 
invaded the possessions of the Choctaws and carried 
off cattle, poultry, grain, œe. The Choctawa fol- 
lowed, but finding their numbers and fortifications 
an overmatch, the retired and sent to Fort Gibson 
Jor the U. States dragoons, Capt. More ofcompany 
D. was sent to capture them with three cou panies 
of dragoons, but alter arriving upon the Red river, 
be found their entrenchments too strong, and their 
number too great to venture an allack. He accord- 
iagly sent to Fort Towson aud was reinforced with 
a fine company of infantry and a couple of pieces 
of cannon, 

“The cannon were shortly brought to bear upon 
the works and soon made the splinters fly and the 
log move so queerly, that the refugees, at a signal 
rushed outside of their fortifications and began to 
form upon the prairie in trout of their works, Ere 
they fully succeeded in doiug so captain Moore and 
hia gallant dragoons charged upor them at full gal- 
lop. The carnage that ensued 19 represented. as 
terrific—the dragoons routed thei in all directions 
aud, after putting large numbers to the sword, ERIS 
ceeded in capturing the whole body! The conduct 
of tho dragoons is represented as worthy of all com- 
mendation as regards both skill and bravery. The 


bravery and numbers of the refugees availed abso- 
lutely nothing against the irresistible charge of the 
mounted dragoons, 

“This decisive blow will give security to that ex- 
pased portion of our frontier and convince the re- 
lugee negroes and Indians that our dragoons may 
not be trifled with. The loss of the drageons waa 
unknown to our informant—he said an express 
brought the news to the fort.” 


THE NAVY. 

The U. States frigate Macedonian, commodore 
Jesse Wilkinson, and sloop-of-war Warren, com- 
mander Wm. Jameson, arrived at Boston on Wed- 
nesday morning [rom Pensacola, having left that 
port on the 9th instant, and auchored off the navy 
yard. “Fhe Journal says: “The Macedonian looks 
as if she had met with distressing limes, and her 
general external appearance, with her “slump” 
main topgallant mast, although decorated with a 
broad pennant, and her tapering lore and mizen- 
royal masts, is more like an old English transport 
than a crack American frigate. Boston harbor now 
presents a warlike aspect. There are at anchor in 
the stream iwe eighty gun ships, a frigate a sloop- 
of-war and a government schooner. On Tuesday 
commodore Hull hauled down his pennant on board 
the Ohio, and the ship is to be immediately taken 
into the navy yard, and thase of the crew whose 
term of service has expired, will be paid off. If the 
Macedonian had arrived on Tuesday, the novel 
spectacle would have been presented of three broad 
pennants, (the blue, the red and the white), in the 
same squadron of ships, viz: the pennant of com. 
Hull, on board the Ohio; of com. Downs on board 
the Columbus, and of com. Wilkinson, on board the 
Macedonian. We believe that a case has never oc- 
curred in our navy where three commodores, com- 
manding squadrons, have hoisted their pennants in 
the same poit at the same time." 


IMPLEMENTS OF Wan. In the National Register 


of October last, volume 59, page 137, we inserted 
extracts from English papers relative to some won- 
derful power stated to have been discovered by a 
Mr. Warner, and tha effects of which was by him 
exhibited lo sundries high officers and scientific per- 
sons in the confidence of the British government, 
who the accounts stated were perfectly astonished 
at the result. Whether this discovery has relation 
to some new and more distructive consentration oz 
developement of the properties of gunpowder or of 
ita application te projectiles—or wheather it be seme 
new combination that is destined to astonish man- 
kind and revolutionize the whole system of war as 
was the consequence which followed tho discovery of 
gunpowder, we have serutenized all the publications 
that have yet come to our hands upon the subject 
without being able to detect. That something of 
vast magnitude is involved in the discovery, would 
seem to be clearly indicated by what recently passed 
in the British parlia:nent when ministers were called 
upon for information relative thereto, 

“House of commons, June 16th, 184t. Mr. 
Warner's invention. Mr. Wakley said that, see- 
ing the noble lord the member fur south Stal- 
fordshire in his place, he wished to put the qoes- 
tion to him of which he had given notice; and, in 
erder that the house might understand the case, lie 
hoped they would extend to him their indulgence 
for a few moments. In August, 1840, an editorial 
netice appeared in the ‘Times newspaper, stating 
thet a discovery had been made ef great conse- 
quence, and which, in the opinion of certain gentlo- 
men, was calculated to aflect, in no erdinary degree, 
all future warfare on the face of the civilized globe, 
Tt was represented to be the discovery uf a power of 
such vast magnitude, that the writer could scarcely 
at first believe such a thing in existence; but he chal- 
lenged inquiry, and in tha article alluded to gave an 
account of the proceedings which had taken place 
in relation ta the subject before his majesty William 
IV and the lords of the admiralty, It appeared that 
subsequent investigations were made into the nature 
of the discovery, aud that the circumstances were 
brought under the consideration of the prime minis- 
ter, lord Melbourne, who referred the case to the 


——————. 


the Times in August was folloxed by three others 
in September, from which time the matter seemed 
to havo rested till February, t841. During that 
month another netice appeared in the Times, and 
an account was given of an expcriment said te have 
been performed on a sheet of water on the property 
ef Mr. Boyd, in Essex. He would read the first of 
tha article alluded to. It stated *that an experiment 
was tried, on Saturday alterneen, of one of the in- 
ventiena to which wa alluded last autumn, which a 
friend en whem we have reliance had an opportuni- 
ty of wituessiag. The trial took place on the 
ground of Mr. Boyd, in the county of Essex, a few 
miles from town, in the presence of sir Robert Peel, 
sir George Murray, sir Henry Hardinge, sir F. Bur- 
dett, lord Ingestre, colonel Gurwoud, captain Britten, 
captain Webster, and aome other geutlemen.” 


The report went on to state that a boat, weighing 
two and a half tens, aud filled with five and half 
tons of selid timber, cressed and clainped togeth r 
with iren spikes, was set in motion; and en a signal 
from the inventor was, to use the words of the re- 
portez, 'instantaneously scttered into a thousand 
fragments.’ The report further states that the ar- 
rangements had all been under the inspection of 
captain Britten, and that Mr. Warner, tha inventer, 
never went near the werkmen employed. He had 
stated what he believed to be the marrow of tha 
question. It was a discovery of such vast impor- 
tance to the maritime power of this couatry, and as 
regarded the interesta of humanity, that he thought 
both the house and the country had a right to be 
informed on the subject. If such a power really ex- 
isted, and could be used, he might almest say war 
would be at an end, for no one would expose them- 
aelves to the certainty of being destroyed. The no- 
ble lerd having witnessed the experiment he (Mr. 
Wakley) wished te know whether the aecount 
given of it in the Times, and repeeted by Mr. 
Waleshy, a gentleman of undonbted veracity, was 
to be cousidered as true and entitled to public erc- 
dence? 

Lord lugestre said, in answer to the question of 
the henerable member for Finsbury, he wovld state 
shortly to the house his opinion of the experiment 
alluded t». He regretted very much that the sub- 
ject had been noticed either in a newspaper, in a 
pamphlet, or in that house, because he considered 
that a discovary of such vast importance ought to 
be kept as secret as possible. He had known of the 
invention fer upwards a twelvemonth, and his atten- 
tion was first accidentally called to it by a paragraph 
iu à newspaper. At first it struck him that there 
was something behind the announcement of the dis- 
covery, that moro was meant by it than met the eye; 
but he could now state, frem what he had witnessed, 
that he was convinced that the discovery was one of 
tho greatest iinpertance. He would have hesitated, 
perhaps, te have stated this, had it merely been his 
own opinion; but when such distinguished officers 
us adinirals King und lIardy—now no mere—had 
left their opinions ef the discovery recorded on pa- 
per, he had no hesitation in giving his opinion to 
the house. i 

He had lurther to stato, that at his solicitation sir 
G. Murray had gone to witness the second experi- 
ment, aod that he was particularly struck, as, indeed 
every body must be, with the immense power con- 
tained in so small a compass. That gallaut officer 
had siuco had communication with the inventor, and 
had informed him (lord Ingestre) that he had boen 
with the first lord of the treasury, and had received 
the assurance of lord Melbeurno that an inquiry 
would he instituted into the merits of the discovery, 
The inventor had been now for ten years endeavor- 
ing to impress the government of this country with 
the importance of his invention, and during that 
period he had struggled with tha severest difficulties 
rather than secept the tempting offers ef foreign 


lords of tha admiralty, and requested that an inquiry | governments, being determined that so powerful an 
might be instituted. The notice which appeared in | engine should net be lost to his own country. He 
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had frequently urged these considerations on the 
first lord of the treasury, ond also that it could easi- 
ly be ascertained whether or not the instrument was 
worth having. It was cruel to the individual and 
unjust to the country that the matter had not fong 
since been decided on. 

Sir Francis Burdett having been a witness to the 
experiments, would say that he had never seen any- 
thing more astonishing, nor had he ever conceived 
that anything so small and trifling, in comparison 
to its effects, could ever have been invented. An 
immense fabric of wood-work, strongly clamped to- 
gether with iron, at the distance of two or threc 
hundred yards scattered into fragments. Foreign 
governments were anxious tu secure this invention, 
which sa far exceeded all others for the same pur- 
pose; but he hoped one effect of this discussion 
would be to secure it for this country. 

Mr. Brotherton was quite willing to give encour- 
agement to all persons who invented engines for in- 
creasing the industry or augmenting the happiness 
of the peupte, but he must protest against any en- 
couragenent being held out to the invention of 
engines which he considered to be injurious to the 
peace and welfare of society. ft might be said that 
the invention of these machines would put an end 
to war [thear," and cheers,] but he doubted that.— 
War was a remnant of barbarism, and ought to be 
discouraged by a civilized state in ell possible ways. 

The subject then dropped, and the house adjourn- 
ed at six o'clock," 

In noticeing the above debate, the New York 
Courier starts a question wheather Walker, is the 
inventor, or wheather Rospent L. SrEvzws, one of 
our own countrymen, and who is now in England, | 
is not the real author of the discovery. 

The Courier states that «during the last war, Mr. 
Stevens constructed a shot, which, on experiment, 
proved fully as powerful and destructive as that to 
which allusion has been made in the house of com- 
mons. It was offercd for sale to government, who 
appointed a commission consisting of commodores 
Rugens, Cnauncey, aud we believe Monnrs, of our 
navy, 10 repart opon ils merits. Under their super- 
intendence, a structure was raised on governor's 
Islard of solid timber, so ie fifieen feet square, and 
clamped together with iron spikes, which the inven- 
tor in question on the first discharge instantaneous- 
ly scattered into a thousand fragments.” Upon this, 
the government paid Mr. Stevens twenty-five 
thousand dollars for his discovery, but peace follow- 


ing almost immediately afterwards, uo opportuni.y 
offered fur testing it hy actual practise. A number 
of the shot were however made by Mr. STEVENS 
and delivered to government. These have been lay- 
ing abuut in aur navy yards and arsenals, and it is 
very likely that fram some uf them the Englishinan 
obtained the secret which he now offers to the 
British government. Had the U. S. ship President 
been detained a litle longer before she sailed at the 
close of the last war, she would probably not have 
fallen into the hands of the British squadron which 
captured her, as Mr. Stevens was on his way to 
bosrd her, with some of his shot, and only arrived 
half an hour too late." 


POLITICS OF THE DAY. 
Large meeting in the Park to remonstrute against lhe 
pussage of a national bunk law. 

A very large and respectable meeting of all classes 
of the citizens of N. York, was held in front ofthe city 
hall, last night, ta remonstrate against the assump- 
tion of power by congress, to create a national bank. 

There must lave been between 2,000 and 3,000 
persons present, although the call was not signed by 
any one; and the meeting was only considered pre- 
liminary to a much larger one, that will be called in 
a few days by the old and young men’s cominittees. 
We observed among the crowd a great number of 
influential men, who have usually acted in concert 
with the whig party on all political subjects, and 
several ex-whig aldermen, &c. &c. 

The meeting was called to order by the appoint. 
ment of Gerardus Boyce, a wealthy silversmith, to 
the chair; and Mr. Hunt as seerelary. 


1e author of the ‘letter to 
Daniel Webster,” read a long and very calm and 
able written remonstrance against the proposed bank 
law, from which we can only find rooin for the fol- 
lowing passages: 

The advocates of the power of congress “to grant 
charters of incorporation," have long since retired 
from the field of argument. A few bold assertions 
upon the authority of twoof the writers of the Fede- 
raliat, of Hamilton and Jay, for Madison was against 
thein, and a determination to establish a bank at all 
hazarie, in bold defiance of the constitution, and of 
the voice of the people through their truinpet, the 
ballot buxes, ia all that is now heard of this once 
vaunted power lo charter banks. If the advocates 
of this power betray an utter want of confidence in 
the justice of their eause, it must be admitted that 
they exhibit no small degree of instinctive prudence 
in the management of it. The opinions of Hamil- 
ton, once so potent, so conclusive with the train- 
bands of his ardmirers, have entirely fost their charm, 
and are seldom quoted for any other purpose than to 
show how easily they may be refuted. Forin- 
stance, he maintained thal congress might charter a 
bank as a consideration for, or the condition of, a 


loan of money, provided the lenders should demand | 


such a consideration or condition, in order to put 
them into credit. They themselves have little or no 
money to lend, and thia bauk charter is indispensa- 
ble to give them credit; to give the “bills of credit” 
which it allows them to emit, sufficient circulation 
to draw in and absorb the means of those who have 
money, and thereby enable those who have none, to 
become the bankers of the government!! The ab- 
surdity of borrowing money of men who have no 
money; of legislating into credit by a special act 
which congress has no constitutional power to pass, 
a knot of broken down political gamblers, bank- 
rupts, stock jobbers and trade- fallen bankers, who 
hang around the lobbies of the government and the 
skirts of the treasury, has no parallel but in the po- 
litical and financial circlea of the Hamilton school. 

When congress borrow money they must borrow 
it as the constitution prescribes, on the credit of the 
U. S. or not borrow it at all: they cannot borrow 
eredit nor lend credit; they cannot borrow money on 
conditions which the constitution does not authorise 
them to make. The bankers having obtained cor- 
porate conditions, may demand othera. They may 
aay their chartera is not safe from repeal. 

* a * kad e 


Wheielore, this meeling earnestly remonstrate 
against the assumption nf the power by congress “to 
grant charters of tncorporation,” eitber for the crea- 
tion of a national bank or any other body corporate; 
such powers being among those “not delegated to the 
U. States.” 

After thia was read, and responded to by loud, 
long and continued eheering, the remonstrance was 
unanimously adopted. 

The lollowing resolutions were offered by John 
H. Hunt and adopted by acclamation: 

Whereas, the president of the U. S. in his recent 
message to congress, has declared that in vetoing the 
renewal of the charter of the late- U. S. bank, presi- 
dent Jackson was ‘fully sustained in the course he 
had taken by the popular voice; and has futher ad- 
mitted that in the election of his successor, and in 
other subsequent elections, the chartering of any si- 
miliar institution was disapproved by the peopte. 

And, whereas, the president declares that he has 
no ineans of determining what is now the judgment 
of his constituents npon matters of finance, but by 
appealing to their more iiitnediate representatives, 

And, whereas, the prominent measurea now be- 
fore congress, namely, the creation of a national 
bank, or corporate “fiscal agent," and its adjuncts, 
the “loan bill? and the ‘distribution bill,” (the one 
to borrow inoney for the U. S. treasury, the other to 
give public money away)! appear to have been 
bronght before congress through the influence of fo- 
reign bankers and stock-jobbers, their agents, con- 
federates and counsellors; lor they were not made 
test questions, and were not publicly avowed by any 
party at the late elections, when the present advo- 
cates of these measures studiously concealeil their 
designs, if such designs they then entertained. 

And, whereas, it is all-iuportant that a govern- 
ment founded on the popular will, and directly ame- 
nable thereto, should frequently receive from their 
own lips the sentiments and instructions of the peo- 
ple: ‘Therefore, 

Resolved, That congress has no constitutional 
power to charter a national bank, or any other mo- 
neyed or trading corporation, under the name of a 
“fiseal agent,” or any other name or disguise what- 
ever. 

Resolved, That a national debt is a national curse, 
which, it submitted to as a scourge in time of war, 
ought never to be contracted in tiine of peace. 


Resolved, That the distribution of the proceeds of 
the public lands or any other branch of the national 
revenue among the several states, for the purpose of 
increasing the price and stimulating the demand for 
state bonds, would be a virtual assumption of such 
bonds, and a palpable violation of the federal conati- 
tion. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the government 
of the U States by a wise and prudent forecast, so to 
husband its resources in times of peace as to make 
the most effectual preparation for war; and that 
when, as is now the case, our country is menace! on 
every side, Irom the Atlantic, from the Pacific, from 
the St. Lawrence and the Niagara; when on the 
ocean our flag is insulted, and our ships searched 
and captured by British cruisera, and the peaceable 
inhabitants of our frontier villages are assassinated 

jin their beds, or murdered while flying unarmed 

| from midnight assailants; when we see these hostile 

‘acts publicly justified by the British government; 

and when the bankers of this collossal power, tu 

whom we owe nothing, bave their agents in the 
lobbies of the capitol, clamoring far our money and 
our lands, we should be recreant to our duty—re- 
| creant to the memory of our “rebel” fathers, if we 

{did not call on our government in all its branches, to 

keep in its own hands all the means it possesses, 

|and to be at all times prepared to resist such a 

course of oppression. 

Resolved, That the assumption put forth by eer- 
tain office holders of the legislative class, that they 
can take from the people the right to repeal odious 
laws of their making lor 20, 50, or any other num- 
ber of years, is an atrocious insult to those trom 
whoin they derived their pay and their powers; and 
we here solemnly declare, that should congress and 
the president sanctiou the odious measures now 
sought to be fastened upon the eountry—ineasnres 
which no party had the boldness to publicly avow at 
the late election—we will vote for no representative 
xn is not unequivocally pledged to effect their re- 
peal. 

Resolved, That this meeting approves of the ap- 
peal toade hy the president in his fate message, to 
the people of the U. States through their immediate 
representatives, for the purpose of obtaining their 
judginenton questions of finance; and our delegates 
are hereby instructed to call on him with a copy of 
the proceedings of this meeting, and to solicit his es- 
pecial attention thereto; giving auch explanations ot 
the views of the people as he may request or desire. 

Resolved, That we recommend the people of the 
United States to meet in their primary assemblies, 
and respond to the appeal of the president by giving 
a full expression of their views upon the important 
measures proposed for the action of the general go- 
vernment. 

After which atderman Purdy offered the follow- 
ing, which waa carried amid the most enthusiastic 
applause: 

Resolved, That should congress pass an act for lhe 
creation of any national bank, we, the people here 
assembled, pledge onrselves one to the other, to 
cease not in our exertions until its charter is repeal- 
ed. Let then our rallying ery be, repeal! repeal!! 
repeal!!! and we earnestly call upon the whole de- 
mocracy of our beloved country to come to the res- 
cue, and preserve, sustain and defend the constitu- 
tion from the assaults of its violators. | 

The first speaker was a venerable looking oll 
gentleman—he ilenounced the course of Henry Clay 
as selfish, and destructive to the welfare of all the 
industrions classes—said that his conduct was mean 
in the extreme—that he was acting thus from dis- 
appointed ambition—that he was not only legislat- 
ing to put money in his own pocket, but with the 
everlasting endeavor to displace John Tyler at the 
end of three years, and seat himself in the presiden- 
tal chair. (This sally was received with great 
cheering.) He trusted in God, however, that Jobn 
Tyler would remember that he was president of the 
whole people, and not merely of the miserable, 
broken down, disappointed faction, at whose head 

| Henry Clay placeil himself. ( Cheering.) He hoped 
that John Tyler would listen to the respectful re- 
monstrance of 30,000 of his fellow citizens in New 
York, and veto the hank bill, if it passed both 
houses. (Uproarious cheering.) And, if he did, 
he, for one, whig, though he believed him to he, 
would vote for finn for the next president ol the U. 
States. (Loud and continued cheering.) If John 
Tyler stood by the people without respect to party, 
the people would stand by hira. (Cheers on cheers, 
andsome dissentiug.) And he would be elected 
| president by the most tremendous majority ever 
given in this country. (Laud cheering). 

Major Davezac was called ler loudly, and came 
forward, though in feeble health. He said, the peu- 
ple generally, without respect to party, all over the 
state of New York, had detezmined peaceably and 
legally fo free themselves from the burden of Clay’s 


| 
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notes in your pockets for three hours; but take it to 
the branches which are to be thrust on the states 
against our consent, and ask the bank officers to 
give you money for the bills. (Tremendous cheer- 
ing, aud cries of “we will—we will—by heavens 
we will!") They can’t delegate, legally, those 
powers to corporations which Mr. Clay proposes to 
delegate. They miglit as soon delegate the power 
to command the aripy and navy to a corporation; and 
John Tyler has too much sense not to be aware of 
this fact. (Cheers). 

Mr. Clay commits the most ridiculous blunders ia 
inatiers of finance that ever were heard of. A school 
boy would be ashamed of some of his statements; 
they are unworthy of an answer. He would not 

vay the direclors—oh, no! but he could give them a 
[itie butter to their bread. (Laughter.) He would 
Jet each have $10,000; there are to be 200 directors; 
and of the 200 not one would ever pay back a cent 
of the loan. (Tremendous cheering). 

You have been taunted as agrarians, and wanting 
totake property from the rich; thisis false. All 
you want is forthe rich not to put their hands in 
your pockets and take away your hard earnings, 
which they are trying to do by Clay’s odious bank 
bill. All the bank projects are bad enough, but 
Clay'sis tlie most adious and ridiculons of the whole 
lot. (Tremendous cheering). 

I heard the bank men outside the crowd say this 
meeting would bea failure. (Laughter). A fai- 
lure! Why, this is a spontaneous meeting—called 


together by no party—by uo names or siguatures— 
and here are nearly three thousand persons! and 
tbey call this a failure. (Cheers and roars of laugh- 
ter). But we can fill this park, if we please, 
(cheers)—and we will. (Loud cheers). We shall 
have all the democracy here and the honest whigs; 
(tremendous eheering )—the Tyler whigs (cheers); 
for already the whigs of the city are divided into 
two bodies—the Tyler whigs and the Clay whigs, 
(loud cheers), and the desertions from the Clay 
yanks are getting more numerous every day— (loud 
cheers}. He soon will not have a corporal’s guard 
left. (Cheers and laughter). ‘My black boy, 
Charles," will sooa constitute the whole of his rank 
and file. (Cheers and roars of laughter). Forit 
is very evident that, as two suna cannot shine in 
one hemisphere, so John Tyler and Henry Clay can- 
not both rule this great nation. (Cheers). With 
Mr. Clay it is, aul Cesar, aut nullus! He must play 
first fiddle, or he wili play no fiddle at all. (Laugh. 
ter). And if be plays, he wants the people to “pay 
the piper.” (Cheers). 

But we will’ have a meeting here, when the oli 
flag waves from the hall, that shall astonish the 
stockjobbers. ‘The people who are the columns of 
the commonwealth, will come up in a living stream 
of majesty, as the lion fiom the awelling ot Jordan. 
The stockjobbers, the speculators, the lobby mem- 
bers—they are the vermin of the body politic. 
(Cheers). J have connexions numerous among the 
rich; they tell ine not to talk thus, for fear those 
inen might hate nie. My fellow citizens, their love 
might do ine harm—-but their hatred would be a 
blessing on my grey head. (Tremendous cheer- 
ing). They kuow Å love Andrew Jackson. E do 
50—1 fought by his side at New Orleaus. I love 
him for lis conduct there—l1. love him because he 
vetoed the bank bill. (Tremendous cheering). 
And if Jolin Tyler has. the courage—and I believe 
he has—to veto Clay’s bill, the blessing of the na- 
tion, of old and young, rich and poor, man, woman 
and child, will ring reund his heart and home, his 
head and hia hearth-stone, tili. the latest hour of 
his life. [The enthusiastic cheering that lollowed 
this burst, was truly terrific and deafening for some 
minutes]. 

It he does not, the ery of “repeal” will ring from 
one end of the union to the other. The great peo- 
ple are ready—the calin north—the chivairous south, 
the adventurous west—and the enterprising east!— 
all—all! are ready to repeal (Clay's odious, neta- 
rious bank billif it passes. [Cheers]. The good 
sword of the people will cut the Gordian knot asun- 
der! peaceably always peaceably!—[Cheers]. Not 


cibly if we must!" No! no! 
friends! [Cheers]. 

Mr. Clay seems determined to be the great 1 AM. 
He distributes the public lands—he creates a bank, 
he says it shall pass—he creates a loan—he calls all 
a contract! Yes such a contract as. the lion made. 
The lion-divided a quantity of plunder in three 
shares—he took one share hecause of the power ot 
his name—lion! [Mr. Clay is the lion of the west— 
he takes one share ior that]. Well, the lion claimed 
the second share, because he was the atrongest and 
smartest beastin tle place,and hoasted of more 
power than the rest. [So with Mr. Ciay in the 
senate]. And, then," said the lion, “there is one 
share left, to be sure: 1 don't exactly insist that it is 
taine; but let me see the beast that dares to touch it, 
and I'll tear him to pieces.” [Cheers]. And so it 
is with Mr. Clay and his contracts. He is the lion, 
and claims the lion's share. [Lond cheers and 
laughter]. 

And now, my friends, I leave you. And now 1 
call ou you, solemniy in this noble Park, here be- 
neath the broad, bright canopy of Heaven, in the 
face of yon sun, which, setting in his golden radi- 
ance seems to smile upon our meeting to give three 
cheers—three heartfelt cheers—that the Almighty 
God may hear and respond to you that the all-wise 
Ruler over all may bless John Tyler, as he did the 
p old hero of New Orleans and give him moral 
irmness to velo the bank bill, [Tremendous cheer- 
ing, which lasted some minutes). 

Mr. Dye here rose. He denounced Henry Clay 
and those who voted for his measures as traitors to 
the best interestsof the nation. [Cheers]. 1f the 
bank hill passes, they say it must be like the laws 
of the Medes and Persians. Soit may be till we 
repeal it. [Cheers]. 1 will second the efforts of 
the president, if he vetoes the bank bill. [Cheers]. 
I have always been ademocrat—always voted with 
my party—but if John Tyler stands by the people 
of Isreat and leads them out of the land of Egypt, 
and out of the house of bondage, so help us God, I 
will vote for him for ihe next president, party or no 
party. If he does this, he will be blessed in bis house 
and home—lhis store and basket. 1t he does not, 
curses, reproaches will follow Jonn Tyler to his 
grave. (Tremendous cheering]. 

Look at Henry Clay and his black boy Charles, 
one regulating the senate, and the other drilling the 
house, in the insane endeavor to make them as plas- 
tic as potter’s clay, [cheers and laughter], and regu- 
lating the McLeod case between the acts, and telling 
our state’s judges what they must and must not do. 
Still these judges at last have said—‘tell Great Bri- 
tain that she has not control over the free soil of the 
Empire state! [cheers]—that there is at least one 
nation left upon earth that does not court her favor 
or fear her trown.” [Lond cheers]. 

Fellow citizens: I rose not to make a speech—l 
will conclude by fervently hoping that John Tyler 
may be found made of sterner stuff than clay. 
[Cheers and laughter]. 

Severa] other gentlemen addressed the meeting, 
which adjourned about 9 o'clock. 


THE GREAT MEETING IN NEW YORK. œ 

According to previous antionnceineut, the whigs 
of the city of New York, assembled in canal street 
to express their deliberate opinions in lavor of a na- 
tional bank with power to establish branches wher- 
ever they may be deemed necessary. The number 
present is variously estimated at from four to ten 
thonsand. The Courier says: 

Never was there greater unanimity of opinion ex- 
Inbited at a public meeting; and if the voice of the 
people has any weight at NODE there will be 
no compromise of principle on the grounds of expe- 
diency, but Mr. Clay's bill tor giving to a nation- 
al bank aetional powers—those rights and pow- 
ers without which it would be useless incumbrance 
of the statute books—will become the law of the 
land. 

The meeting being organized, a Jeller was read 
from ex-governor Poindexter, in which he declined 
the invitation given to him to address the meeting, 
but avowed his entire concurrence with the objects 
of the meeting. 

The following resolutions were then unanimously 
adopted, and with long continued cheers. 

1. Resolved, That the unequal value of the bank 
paper of the several states—depreciated in degree 
varying in the different sections of the country, is 
“a stain an public and private credit—injurious to 
the morals of the community," and “opposed to the 
principles of the federal constitution.” That the 
power is given to congress by that instrument, to re- 
gulate the currency of the United States; and that 
the existing depreciated currency can only be regu- 
lated and male uniform, by the exercise of a power 
for that purpose by. the general goveroineut. That 


rency of unilorm value is indispensable to the prac- 
tical regulation of commerce between the states, 
and with foreign countries—would restore tlie pub- 
lic finances; stinmlate the industry of the peo- 
ple; renew their mutual confideoce; facilitate the 
beneficial exchange of their agricultural, mechani- 
cal, manufacturing and commercial products; in- 
crease their enterprise at home and abroad; and 
restore to tlie nation industry, prosperity and hap- 
piness from which it has fallen. We therefore en- 
treat from congress, the adoption at the present ses- 
sion, of such measures, as will secure to the country 
the benefits we have enumerated. 

2. Resolved, That gold and silver being confessed- 
ly insufticient for the business of the American peo- 
ple, are not, and cannot be, the only **money." That 
whatever is the medium of purchase and sale—in 
which state banks is now chiefly employed—is the 
money of the country; and that the constitutional 

ower to “regulate the value" of “money” compre- 
nends the right to equalize the value of the notes of 
the state banks. 

3. Resolved, That the legitimate mode of obtaining 
these desirable ends, is the establishment of a nation- 
al bank: clothed with all powers necessary to dis- 
charge all the functions which experience has proved 
to be necessary for securing the benefits to be deriv- 
ed from such an institution. 

4, Resolved, That tbe absence of such an institu- 
tion, private enterprize, activity and prosperity 
have uniformly Janguished; the public means and 
credit have been diminished, and individual and 
national embarrassment have prevailed; whilst the 
establishment by congress of a national bank, 
has in each case revived the public finances, quick- 
ened individual effort and success, and enlarged the 
business and prosperity and happiness of the coun- 
try. 

5. Resolved, That the constitutional power to 
create a national bank, such as heretolore existed, 
has been so often sanctioned by successive presi- 
dents, by the representatives of the statesand of the 
people, and by the judiciary, that we cannot regard 
it as an open question. That the constitution was 
intended as an honest, and a practical thing—suited 
to the wants and interests of a great people—and to 
be administered on permanent principles, of any 
invasion of which the supreme court ot the United 
States was in the last resort to the arbiter. That 
tounsettle by congressional construction to day, 
what had been settled so olien by legislative, ex- 
ecutive and judicial determination, is to weaken 
the foundations of our government and moke it 
the puppel of dreams, theory and visionary abstrac- 
lion. 

6. Resolved, That we are in favor of the creation 
at the present session of congress, of a bank with the 
power to establish branches in the several states and 
territories—that we regard the granting of such pow- 
er as within the constitutionally defined authority of 
the federal government—that it is one of the prin- 
cipal characteristies of its nationality; is looked for 
by the large mass of the people, and highly impor- 
tant to the great practical ends for which such ati in- 
stitution is desired. 

7. Resolved, That a creation of a bank of the 
United States, by the first congress elected under 
the constitution, many of whose meinbers belonged 
to the convention which framed that instrument— 
in the approbation subsrribed to the charter by the 
immortal Washington, the father of his country—in 
the sanction granted by president Jefferson, to acts 
passed by successive republican congresses, for the 
negotiation of loans from that bank—tor extending 
its branches into the territories and dependencies ot 
the United States, and for punishing as felony, by 
imprisoninent and had labor, any lorgery or coun- 
terfeit of the notes of the bank—in tlie approval by 
president Madison, of the act passed by a republi- 
can congress incorporating the second bank; and 
in the unanimous decision of the supreme court of 
the United States, cominposed of judges Marshall, 
Washington, Johnson, Livingston, Duval and Story, 
declaring the bank and its branches to be constitu- 
tionally created, we find ample warrant for a faith 
on this subject not to be destroyed or weakened. 

8. Resolved, That while we honorall the whigs in 
congress, who have been taithful to the expectations 
which prompted their election, our thanks are pre- 
eminently due to that “noblest Roman of them all.”* 
Henry Clay, of Kentucky. His conduct since our 
triumph has been characteristic harmony with for- 
mer professions, and fills to overflowing the mea» 
sore ol his country's confidence, admiration and gra- 
titude, 

9. Resolred, That copies of these resolutions be 
signed by the officers of this meeting, aud he for- 
warded to tlie presideut of tlie United States, and to 
both houses of congress. 


TWENTY.SEVENTH CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. 

July 29. Mr. Mouton preseuted the memorial of 
Mousieur Gonon, in relation to hia systein of tele- 
graphin; which was referred to the committee on 
military affairs. 

Mr. Mangum from the committee on naval affairs, 
reported the bill from the house for the establish- 
ment of a home squadron, without amendment. 

Also, the house bill to provide far the navy pen- 
sions, with an amendment to strike out the second 
section. 

This bill having been taken up in committee of 
the whole; Mr. Mangum explained the object of the 
committee in strikiug ont the seconc section. 

After some remarks (rom Messra.  IVoodbury, 
Williams, Huntinglon, Mangum aud Calhoun, Mr. 
Woodbury moved ta amend the second section by 
inserting after the wards “who receives pay” —“ Aa 
an officer in the service in which he may be en- 
gaged during the year, so tbat no officer shall re- 
ceive pay at the same time both as a pensioner and 
an officer in service." 

This amendment was discussed by Messrs. Man- 
gum, Clay, of Alahama, Linn, Buchanan, Prentiss, 
Preston, Huntington, Williams, Berrien and others, 
when the question was taken au the amendment and 
carried, yeas 21, nays 18. 

Mr. Mangum now expressed the hope that the 
Second section would be stricken out in accordance 
with the views af the committee. 

The striking out was opposed by Measrs. Bucha- 
non and Pierce and rejected, yeas 19, naya 23. 

Mr. Woodbury then maved ta further amend the 
bill by adding to the first section the following: 

“Provided that no part of this money shall be 
applied to the payment of any pensionera not enti- 
tled under the acts of congress as they existed prior 
to the year 1837.” 

Mr. Walker desired to keep the acl of 1834 in 
force. He felt it a duty to see that the law granting 
pensions to widnws for five years alter the death of 
their husbands should he continued in force. He 
would therefore move to amend the amendment by 
inserting the following: 

“And provided also, thal the pensions authorised 
under the act of the 30th June, 1834, be, and the 
same are hereby, continued in force until atherwise 
directed by law." 

This proposition was debated by Messrs. Wil- 
liams, Walker, Pierce, Sevier, Buchanan, Mangum, 
Cuthbert, Woodbury and others, when the further 
consideration was postponed until Tuesday next. 

Mr. Merrick then inaved to take up the bill for 
the renewal of the cliarters of the banks of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, which had been reported with an 
amendment. The motion waa agreed ta. 

After the hill had been discussed for some time, 
the further consideratian was postponed to go iato 
executive seasinn; and, after some considerable time 
spent therein, tbe senate adjourned. 

July 30. Mr. Barrow presented a memnrial (rom 
citizens of Louisiana against the extensian of the | 
limits of the port of New Orleans. 

Mr. Buchanun presented a memorial from cilizens 
o1 Pensaylvania in lavor of a bankrupt law. 

Mr. Allen auhmitted a resolution ta the effect that 
all executive business should be transacted with 
open doors except when the senate is engaged with 
treaties. Exceptions having been made to its con- 
sideration, it lies over one day. 

The joint resolution for the distribution of seven 
hundred copies of the digest of patenta was taken 
up and passed. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill relating to the renewal of the charters nl 
the banks of the District of Columbia. The mo- 
tion pending being the amendment offered by Mr. 
Benton to limit to the tst of March next the pawer 
to pay out ar lend out notes of other than specie pay- 
ing banka. 

Mr. Wright addressed the senale at same length. 
He denied that the District required the aid of barks 
in the transaction of its business; that its condition 
was never more prosperous than at present, when 
there were more houses building than at any former 
period, when the hanks were in full operation. He 
thought he could do better withoul banks than with 
them; particularly banka that issued irredeemable 
paper; which, he really believed, were the veriest 
curses that could be inflicted on any community. 
All charters were for the “benefit of the people!” 
The first paper he saw in the shape of a memorial 
was from the directors of those banks to renew their 
charters for the benefit of the people; but the peo- 
ple—the honest trechanic and laborer-—did not ask 
it. He hoped the amendment of the senator from 
Georgia would not prevail. 
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The question was then taken ch the adaption of 
the amendment, and carried in the affirmative, as 
follows: . P 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangam, Mertick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Prentiss, Smith, of Indiana, Tallmadge, 
White, Waadbiidge—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal. 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, Mouton, 
Nicholson, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wright, Young—15. 

Mr. Merrick then moved to add to the first section 
a clause which would enable the banks of the Dis- 
trict to issue notes of the denomination of one and 
twa dollars. 

This proposition was debaled at some length by 
Mesars. Walker, Merrick, Allen, Tappan and athers, 
when the question was taken on the amendinent, 
and decided in the negative as Inllaws: É 

YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clay, of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Huntington, Kerr, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
bridge—21. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Graham, King, Linn, Mouton, Nicholson, Sevier, 
Smith, ef Conn. Smith, of Ind. Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Williams, Wright, Young—~22. 

Mr. Merrick then moved to restore the fourth sec- 
tion of the bill; which had been stricken out in com- 
mittee of the whole, when the bill was last before 
the senate, some weeks since. 

On this motion a debate arose, in which Messrs. 
Benlon, Walker and Merrick participated. 

The vote was then taken on the motion, and re- 
sulted as follows: 

YEAS-Mesers. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mal- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sevier, | 
Smith, of Ind. Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—25. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay,of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, Moron | 
Smith, of Con. Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Wright, Young—16. 

Mr. Merrick then moved to introduce a section 
to the bil! providing for the extension of a char- 
ter of the Union bank of Georgetown until the year 
1847, for tbe purpose of winding up its concerns. 
Which mation was adopted. 

The question was then taken on the engross- 
ment of tlhe bill, and decided in the affirmative, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Dixon, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives. Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, 
Soutien: Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge, Young-- 
3 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert, King, Linn, Nicholson, Smith, of 
Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Wiright—14. ; p 

The bill to incorporale the Mechanics’ Relief so- 
ciely of the town of Alexandria was taken np, and, 
at tbe suggestion of Mr. King, laid on the table for 
the present. 

The bill making appropriation for the support of 
pauper lunaties in the District of Columbia was 
taken up; and, after having been discussed by 
Messrs. Merrick, Tappan, Wright Calhoun, Sevier 
and others, the bill was ordered toa third reading by 
the lollowing vote: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, nf. Ky. Clayton, Evans, Kerr, King, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Smith, af Inda. Southard, ‘Tallmadge, 
Walker, White, Woodbridge, Young—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Beoton, Calhoun, 
Clay, ef Alahama, Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulton, Linn, 
Mouton, Nichalson, Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Williams, Woodbury, Wright—17. 

The land bill then came up as the general order; 
when Mr. Smith, of Ladiana, said be did not design 
to call up that bill during the present week, but 
some time early in the ensuing one. 

The bill to establish a home squadron was then 
taken up; when Mr. Benton moved an amendinent 
relating to the adoption of American water-rotted 
hemp for the use or the same. 

This led to a discussion, in which the relative 
merits of American and Russian hemp, and the 
process of rotting the same, were canvassed. The 
amendment, however, was not adapted; and the bill | 
as it came from the house was finally read a tbird 
time, and passed. 

The senate then adjaurned over to Monday. 

August2, Memorials and petitions were present- 
ed and referred, as follows: 

By Mr. Wright trom the chamber of commerce 
of the city of New York, against the passage of 
the revenue bill, in the present form. Also, froin 


merchanta and traders on the same subject; both 
which were referred to the committee on finance," 
and ordered to be printed. Also, a remonstrance 
trom citizens of Niagara, N. Y. against the distri- 
bution of the proceeds of the public lands; which 
was laid on the table. 

zu Mr. Buchonan a remanstrance from citizens 
of Philadelphia against the passage of a hankrupt 
bill. Which was laid on the table. 

By Mr. Tatlinadge, trom inhabitants of Moriah, 
New York, for a bankrupt law; which waa laid on 
the table. Also, from alarge numher of citizens of 
New York city in favor of a national bank; alsa, the 
proceedings of a meeting of citizens of Rachester, 
New York, in favor of a bankrupt law; both which 
were laid on. the table and ordered to be printed. 
Also, from four or five hundred citizens of N. York, 
asking an increase of duties on walches, parts of 
watches, jewelry and pearls; which was referred to 
the committee on finance. 

By Mr. King, of inhabitants of Alabama, in- 
tending to emigrate ta Oregon, asking for protec- 
tion fram government, under our laws, when arrived 
there. The petition was laid on the table. 

Mr. Linn submitted a resolution requesting the 
president of the United States, under the convention 
of 1827, to give notice to the British government, 
in order to put an end to the treaty for tlie joint 
occupation of the territory of Oregon west af the 
Rock mountains. The question lies over ane day. 

By Mr. Evans, from inhabitants of Maine, in fa- 
vor of a bankrupt law. Laid on the table. 

By Mr. Clay From manutacturers of glass, 
against a duty on materials used in the inanu(acture 
ol glass; which was reterred to the committee ou 
cammerce. 

By Mr. Miller. From hat manufacturers of 
Boston, New York and Philadelphia, against a 
duty on articles used in the manufacture of silk 
hats; which was referred to the cnminittee on fi- 


| hance. 


Mr. Calhoun presented the proceedings of a meet- 
ing in Cumberland county, Virginia, in relation to 
the unconstitutionality of the bank, and contend- 
ing that it was not only the right but the duty to 
repeal the charter as soon asa majority could be 
obtained; also remonatrating against the distribution 
of the proceeds of the public lands, as the forerun- 
ner ol the American system. 

The wemorials having been read, Mr. Henderson 
said the unconstitutionality of the bank had got to be 
a hackney phrase much more easily asserted than 
maintained by argument. 

The debate was fu:ther continued on this subject 
between Messrs. Cluy,of Ala. Henderson, More- 
head and Calhoun, when Mr, Archer rose to say that 
the people of Virginia, en masse, did not coneur 
scarcely in any one opinion expressed in the memo- 
rial, and he wauld undertake to say they repudiated 
the idea af repeal. 

Mr. Calhoun said he should be greatly mistaken 
if the people of Virginia, and a large portion of the 
people of the southwestern portion ot the country, 
did net hold the same sentiments. He said it would 
be the most joyful acl of his life ta vote for the re- 
peal. He had no idea that a parly should saddle on 
the country a measure which would take up 21 
years, when it was believed, and had been asserted, 
that the acts was unconstitutional, and dangerous 
to the liberties of the country. 

Mr. Archer aaid that when neither his colleague 
nor himself had been made the organs of presenta- 
tion of the proceedings of a meeting, it was to be 
regarded as presumptive evidence that it was not 
the voice of the people of Virginia whichspnke. He 
could tell the gentleman that his nullifying doctrines 
would never prevail in Virginia. They were ready 
there, at all times, to repudiate such principles. 
They were as much against nullification as they 
were against abolition. 

ir. Calhoun thought lime would show what were 
the sentiments of Virginia, and he looked with con- 
filence to the result. Was this bank, surrounded 
by its satellites, to be fixed on the country, with- 
out the power ta repeal? If the bank stood all the 
other measures would come of consequence—a 
funded debt, protective tariff, &c.—measures ile- 
structive to liberty. He thought resistance to these 
measures Was à cause as glorious as that of the re- 
volution. 

Mr. Tappan contended thal it was incumbent on 
the friends of the bank, to prove the affirmative pro- 
position of the constitutionality of this bank, and 
that no need for discussion rested as yeton them. 

Mr. Henderson said, from the manner in which 
the subject was now brought forward, in the pro- 
position that a bank was zot constitutional, the bur- 
den of proof lay with the opponents of a bank. 

The petition waa then laid oa the table and order- 
ed to be printed. Ü 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
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Resolved, That the committee. on the library be in- 
structed to inquire inte the expediency of taking proper 
measures for the distribution of the statistics of the 6th 
census now printing by law, d 

Mr. Linn submitted the following: 

Resolved, ‘That the president of the United States be 
requested to give the notice to the British government 
which the convenuon of [527 between the govern- 
nents requires, ip order to put an end to the treaty for 
ihe Joint occupation of the territory of Oregon west of 
the Rocky mountains, and which territory is now pes- 
sessed and used by the Hudson Bay eompany, to tke 
ruin of the Ameriean Indian and tur trade in that 

uarter, and conflicting with our inland commerce with 
the internal provinees ef Mexico. í 

Mr. Allen’s resolution relating to executive ses- 
sion being held with open deors, save when treaties 
were under consideration, was then taken up. 

Mr. Allen said he would like te take the vote 
when there was a full senate. 

Mr. Cloy suggested that some hour be fixed, 
when there could be a full attendance on both sides, 
and the simple vote be taken. ff the subject should 
lead to a protracted discussion, he would feel it his 
duty to move to lay it on the table. ; 

Mr. Allen said lie had no particular desire to de- 
bate it: he meant, however, te offer some observa- 
tiens. Tt was not to be presumed that the vote on 
such a subject shouid be taken in silence. He wonld 
let it lie for the present, and would call it up either 
to-morrow or next day. 

On mation of Mr. Clay, the bill fiom the bonae 
relating to duties and drawbacks was twice read, and 
referred te the committee on finance, and ordered to 
be printed. A 

Qu motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, the bill to 
extend the time of issuing military land warrants 
to officers and soldiers of the revolution was twice 
read, and referred to the committee on public lands. 

The bill to renew the charters of the banks of 
the District of Columbia was put on its third read- 
ing: when Mr. Mungum rose to move a reconside- 
ration of the vote un the engrossment. 

Mr. Benton hoped that some reasons would be 
given for the motion. $ "e Sar 

Mr. Mangum said there is a prohibition in the 
fifth sectien which forbid the banks to issue other 
deneminations than notes of five dollars, while the 
banks in Virginia issued notes of six, seven, eight, 
nine and fifteen; which hac to be placed in these 
banks on depesite. 

The chairman of the commiltee for the District 
not being in his seat, the question on reconsidera- 
tion was not taken. 

The fortification bill was then taken up; when 
Mr. Preston rose and presented the objects of the 
bil! in a speech of seme considerable length. 

Messrs. Woodbridge, Linn, Sevier, Henderson and 
Evans participated in the debate and on the various 
amendments. 

The tollowing amendments were then severally 
cencurred in: » 

“For surveys in reference to the military de- 
fences of the frontier, inland and Atlantic, thirty 
thousand dollars." : 

“For arrearages due for roads, harbors and rivers 
where public works and improvements have hither- if 
to been made, and for the protection of public pro- | 
perty new en hand at these places, and for arrear- 
ages for surveys and eempleting maps authorised | 
by act of March 3, 1839, forty tlieusand dollars.” 

“For detraying the expenses of selecting and 
purchaing a site fer the western or southern armo- 
ry, ta be selected by the president of the U. States, 
the sum of seventy-five thousand dollars.” 


Mr. IWoodbury moved to amend the bill by insert- 
ing the sum of $30,000 for the defence of the river 
Piseataqua, contending that it was ofas much inpor- 
tance in point of public property as any other, net 
excepting Boston itself. The amendment was lost. 

Mr. Woodbridge speke of the iropertance of plac 
ing the nerthwestern frontier in a. preper state of 
delence, and went into the subject in detail. 

Mr. tVAite followed, contending alse fer the seen- 
rity of harbor defence, creation of barbers, &c. as 
part and parcel of the system ef defence, — — — 

Mr. Sevier moved to recominit the bill with in- 
structions to amend the same hy adding “the ne- 
cessary appropriations fer such lorts and fortifica- 
tiens on the southwestern and northwestern Iron- 
tiers as may be necessary and proper for the de. 
fence ot the country." Mr. S. gave his reasons at 
lenzth for the motion. 

Mr. Young moved to amend the amendment by 
making the instructions general for the defence of 
the whole country. : , 

Mr. White suggested a modification, which was 
accepted by Mr. Young, to insert afier the word 
appropriations, “for such other ports, fortifieations, 
harbors aud military roads as may be deeined neces- 
sary far the defence of the western, nerthwestern 
and south western, frontiers.” 


Mr. White explained at some length the object of 
the amendment. 

The question was taken on its adeption, and de- 
cided as follows: 

Y EAS— Mesers. Allen, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, 
Linn, MeRaberts, Porter, Smith, of Ind. Tallmadge, 
White, Woodbridge, Wright, Young—12 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Benton, Berrten, Cheate, Clay, ol Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Hendersen, Huntington, 
King, Miller, Phelps, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Sevier, Simmons, Walker, Woodbury—25. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
reconimit and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay ef Alabama, 
Fulton, King, Linn, MeRoberts, Porter, Sevier, Smith, 
of Conn. Smith, of Ind. Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
bridge, Woedbury, Wright, Young—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Huntington, Mangum, Miller, Phelps, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Soutbard, Walker—20. 

Mr. Porter then moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting an appropriation of $75,000 for the purchase 
of a site to erect an armory at or near Detroit, Mi- 
chigan. 

Mr. P. spoke at some length to show the imper- 
tance of the posts which he had named. 

Mr. Evans opposed the amendment on the ground 
that it ceuld be attached to another bill which was 
introduced in the house, and not from any indispo- 
sition to vote for the appropriation. 

The senate adjourned after a session of six hours, 
without taking the question on the amendment. 

August 3. Mr. Tallmadge presented a petition of 
108 citizens of New York in favor ol a bankrupt 
law; which was laid on tlie table. 

The reseiution of Mr. Allen to rescind the rule of 
the senate for the closing of their doors while in ex- 
ecutive business, except when engaged on treatiea, 
was taken up. 

Mr. Allen advocated it, at some length. The 
business which was transacted in executive ses. 
sions, was, first, on treaties; and serond, on nomi- 
nations of public officers. When engaged on trea- 
ties with foreign powers, whose interests were ad- 
verse, and even hostile to ours, it might be of great 
importance that the progress of business should 
not be known until it was consummated. He there- 
fore did not propose lo rescind this portion of the 
rule. 

But when engaged on the nominations of officers, 
whose character and actions for evil or for good 
deeply affected the interests of the people, there 
coníd be no reason for them, the agents of the peo- 
ple, to transact without their knowledge the bnsi- 
ness of their principals; but it was treating them 
as enemies. The people ought te be enabled to 
give their testimony as to the character of the mul- 
titudes of officers brought before the senate, the 
characters of many of whom it was impossible far 
them to be acquainted with; and the public exami- 
natien would not injure the character of those who 
were worthy, while it would expose guilt and cor- 
ruption. 

Mr. Clay should not enter into this discussion; 
it was not a proper time—at an extra session of con- 
gress, and, as they had some reason to hope, within 
two or three weeks of its termination. [t might be 
shown that all reasons for secrecy, which applied 
to the case of treaties, were equally applicable to 
the case of nominations; that, were this reselution 
adopted, their debates would be protracted to an 
unreasonable length—that exposures of individual 
character would jm made that never ought to take 
place— that the attitude of the senate, to the nomi- 
nees, the executive, and tlie whole world, would be 
of a most unpleasant character; but he would not 
go into the subject; he had risen to put an end, at 
this time, to this debate, and fer this purpose he 
moved to lay the reselution on the table, and on this, 
called the yeas and nays. The metion was carried, 
and thus the resolution laid on the table: yeas 26, 
nays 20. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideratinn of 
the general order, being the bill to make appropria- 
tions for the erection of fortifications and the pre- 
vention and suppression of Indian hostilities; the 
motion pending being the amendment of Mr. Porter 
“for defensive works and barracks and purchase of 
a site at or near Detroit, Michigan, $75,000.” 

This was urgently advocated by Messrs. Porter 
and Woodbridge, showing the great ilapertance at 
Detroit and its total want of defences. It was fur. 
ther dehated at great length, by Messrs. Sevier, 
Benton, Buchonan and others. 

Mr. Allen offered an atnendment tothe amendment 
to appropriate $100,000 for the construction of arm- 
ed steamers and other vessels of government on 
Lake Erie. 

This, alter some discussion, was rejected without 
a division. The question then recurring on the 


amendment of Mr. Porter, it was lost, by yeas 21 
nays 24. 

Mr. Sevier moved an amendment, to appropriate 
$50,000 for carrying on the military works at Fort 
Smith, Arkansas. 

This, after some discussion, was adopted—yeas 
19, nays 17. 

Mr. Berrien moved an additional section to the 
bill, to appropriate $208,618 for the payment and 
indemnity of Georgia, for expenses incurred by that 
state, in calling out her militia, in cases of emer- 
gency, for the suppression on Indian hostilities, for 
the protection of her inhabitants against sudden iu- 
curstons of the Creek and Seminole Indians, and 
for the payment of claims of the state of Maine, for 
the service of her militia. 

This was opposed by Mr. Preston and others as 
not in accordance with the design of the oill, which 
was for carrying on old works of defence, where 
most immediately needed. 

Mr. Linn moved to amend the amendment by in- 
serting a provision for the settlement of the accounts 
of the Missouri volunteers called into service in 1829 
and 1836. 

Messrs. Clay, of Ala. and Walker, gave notice, if 
the amendment was persisted in, that they should 
bring forward amendments, for the settlement of old 
claims of their respective states. 

Alter some conversation, Mr. Linn withdrew his 
amendment, and the original amendment of Mr. 
Berrien was rejected—yeas 11, nays 27. 

Ata late hour, a motion tor adjournment was 
made and failed. The bill was Ihen reported to the 
senate when the amendments adopted in committee 
were severally concurred in, to that appropriating 
$75,000 for the purchase of a site fora western 
or seuthwestern armory. This was modified at the 
suggestion ef Mr. White by adding “or northwest- 
ern," as he had heard Pittsburgh named as a suita- 
ble place for its localion. 

Mr. Clay expressed his intention of voting against 
this amendment, as the rednced state of the treasn- 
ty rendered it inexpedient to make this enormoua 
appropriation. 

Mr. Benton (who offered the amendment) was 
surprised at objections to it, at this late hour. Had 
he been aware of opposition, he conld tiave produc- 
ed a cart-load of documents, reports trom depart- 
menís, &c. in its favor, with which he should be 
prepared lo defend this amendment. For this pur- 
pose, he was about meving an adjournment; but this 
being strongly opposed fram various parts of the 
senate, he concluded by saying that the arguments 
he might be able te make would be ef no avail, and 
he would merely call the yeas and nays on concur- 
ring in the amendment. 

After a few remarks by Mr. King, on his motion 
the senate adjourned. 

4ugust 4. Mr. Berrien presented a memorial of 
citizens of Augusta, Georgia. in favor of a bankrupt 
law; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a remonslrance of glass 
manufacturers ef Philadelphia, against an increase 
of duty on soda, ash, pipe-clay and other articles 
used in the manufacture of glass, stating that a levy 
of duties on these articles, as propesed by the reve- 
nue bill, would be destructive to their trade; which 
was referred to the committee on finance. 

Mr. Smith, of Ind. from the committee on pub- 
lic lands, reported tlie house bill for the extension 
of military land warrants to officers and soldiers of 
the revelution. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, submitted a resolution in- 
quiring of the commissioner of the general land of- 
fire whether any clerks have been appeinted by 
him while in office, and the grounds on which such 
appointments, if any, have been made. After some 
conversation by Messrs. Thile, Archer and Clay, of 
Alabama, as io the propriety of calling on the 
heads of departments for inferination, the resolution 
was modified so as to call on the secretary of the 
treasury for this pnrpese. The resolution lies over 
one day. 

Mr. Benton, on leave, introduced a joint resolu- 
tien in relation to the purchase of water-ratted 
hemp, for the use of the navy; which was referred 
to the committee on naval alfairs. 

On motion of Mr. Sevier, a resolution was adopt- 
ed directing the secretary of the treasury to inform 
the senate the amount of Indian money, legacies or 
trust funds, which bas been invested in state 8tocka, 
and the amounts in the respective states. 

The fertificatien bill was then taken up, the 
question being on concurring with the amendment 
of the committee appropriating $75,000 tor the 
purchase of a site for a western, southwestern or 
northwestern armory. 

The amendinent was advecated by Messrs, Ben- 
jon and Preston, and oppesed by Mr. Clay. 

Mr. White moved to amend the amendment, by 
striking out the werds, ‘western, aouthweatern, 
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northwestern armory,” and insert, “an armory on 
tbe western waters.” 

Mr. King expressed doubt whether a location 
conld be selected, which would be satisfactory to all. 

Alter further conversation by Messrs. White, Bu- 
chanan, Linn, Sevier, Preston, Tappan and Welker, 
as to the location of the site, Mr. lVhite egain mo- 
dified the amendment, so as to read ‘ton the waters 
of the valley of the Mississippi.” The amendment 
was rejected. 

The question then being on concurring with the 
amendmeut of the committee, it was carried by the 
following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Bates, Benton, Bu- 
ehanan, Clay, ol Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hender- 
son, King, Lian, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson,Por-- 
ter, Preston, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Sturgeon, Tall- 
madge, Tappan, Walker, White, Williams, Wood- 
bridge, Woodbury, Wright, Young—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Berrien, Clay, of Ky. Clay- 
ton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Kerr, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelps—11. 

Mr. Alten renewed the motion for amendment 
made yesterday by him, appropriating one hundred 
thousand dollars tor the construction of armed 
steamers, and such other vessels of war, on Lake 
Erie, as the president may think proper. 

Mr. Allen advocated this amendment, as demand- 
ed for the defence of Lake Erie, and for the pur- 
pose of making our force equal to that of tbe Bri- 
tish government, whose steamers were cruising 
about our coast prying into its exposed parts. 

Mr. Preston opposed the amendment as irrelevant 
to the bill. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Porter, Allen and Woodbridge, when the question 
ru taken, and the ainendment adopted, as fol- 

ows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, 
of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Pore 
ter, Sevier, Sinith, of Ind. Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tap- 
pan, Walker, White, Williams, Woodbridge W ouod- 
bury, Wright, Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Hendersan, Hunting- 


ton, Kerr, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Pren- | 


uss, Preston—t7. 

Mr. Porter, renewed his motion for amendment, 
made yesterday, to appropriate filty thousand dollars 
for defensive works nt Detroit. 

The amendment was advocated by Messrs. Por- 
ter, White and Preston. 

Mr. Phelps ollered an amendment to the amend- 
ment, to appropriate $75,000 for fortifications on 
the outlet of Lake Champlain. 

After some remarks by Messrs. Phelps, Preston, 
Mangum and Prentiss, the question was then taken 
on the amendment to the amendment; which was 
lost: yeas 16, nays 24. 

The question then recurred on the amendment; 
which, after some conversation by Messrs. Linn 
and Sevier, was adopted: yeas 22, nays 17. 

Mr. Tallmadge otfered an amendment, to appro- 
priate for the purchase of site, and barracks, and 
defensive works at ur near Buffalo, $60,000. 

The amendment was rejected, alter brief remarks 
by Mr. MWoodbridge: yeas 18, nays 21. 

Mr. Henderson moved an amendment, to increase 
the appropriation for defensive works at New Or- 
leans [roin 50 to $150,000. He briefly advocated 
it, contending that tlie amount proposed for New 
Orleans in the bill was not proportionate to that 
proposed for other points. 

Mr. Barrow opposed this amendment. There 
was an unappropriated balance for those works, and 
no further appropriations were necessary till the 
regular session. 

After brief remarks by Messrs. Preston and Hen- 
derson, the amendment was rejected: yeas 4, nays 


3. 

Mr. Woodbridge moved a reconsideration of the 
vote on the amendment providing for armed steam- 
ers. 

Messrs. [Voodbury, Wright and Allen, briefly op- 
posed the reconsideration; and Mr. Woodbridge 
stated the reason which had indaced him to make 
the motion, not being opposed to the amendment, 
but preferring that it be lost, to the loss of the whole 
bill. 

The motion lor reconsideration was rejected, 
yeas 22, nays 23% 

Mr. Pierce said the amendments were dispropor- 
tionate, part of the bill being applicable to a state 
of war, and the other to 3 state uf peace. He mov- 
ed to strike out a portion of the bill, with the 
amendmeuts tliat had been adopted. 

The president decided ihe mation ont of order to 
strike out the amendments. 

After some conversation on this point of order, 
the question was taken and carried on ordering the 
bill to engrossinent for a third reading. 

The senate adjourned at half past three o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, July 29. Mr. Fillmore, from tbe com- 
mittee of ways and means, reported a bill making 
appropriations for outfits and salaries of diplomatic 
agents, which was read twice, and referred to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
aud ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Levy introduced a bill making further pravi- 
sion for the sappression of Indian bostilities in Flo- 
rida, whicb having been twice read, was, alter some 
conversation between Messrs. Levy and Fillmore, 
referred to the committee on military affairs. 

Mr. Levy introduced a bill to provide for the re- 
liet and protection of the people of the United 
States against the Indian banditti infesting the ter- 
ritory of Florida and the state of Geurgia. 

And, having been read twice by its title, the bill, 
on motion of Mr. L. was referred to the committee 
on military affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Levy offered the following resolution, which 
lies over one day for consideration, and was order- 
ed to be printed: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be required to 
furnish to this house the following information, to wit: 

1. What sums have been expended in the execution 
of the treaty of Payne’s Landing, made on the 9:h day 
of May, 1832, with the Seminole nation of Indians, 
specifying the several items. 

2. Whether any, and what, annuities are paid to the 
said Seminole Indians. 

3. Whether the whole tract of country designated in 


the s0pple mental treaty signed at For: Gibson on the | 
March, 1533, is now in the possession of suid | 


38th o 
Seminole nation of Indians. 

4. What number of Indians and negroes have been 
emigrated from Florida since the date of said treaty. 

5. What is the aggregate amount of expenditure 
which has been occasioned by the hostilities of said 
Seminole Indians. 

6. How many persans in the military service of the 
United States have been killed or wounded in the 


course of said hostiliues; (including militia and regu- | 


Mr. Fillmore obtained the floar, but yielded for a 
moment to Mr. Keim, who said that, having been 
called süddenly from the city, he could not be pre- 
sent when the vote was taken, but tbat he desired 
to say that, had he been present, he would have 
voted against the bill on the ground of its inade- 
quacy. He regretted that he had not had an op- 
portunity of explaining his views. 

Mr. Fillmore then addressed the committee till 
the hour of twelve, when the house, in pursuance 
of its order of Wednesday last, proceeded, without 
further debate, to vote on the amendments. 

The question was then taken by tellers, ( Messrs. 
Broodmax and Atherton acting in that capacity), on 
the motion of Mr. Atherton to strike out the enact- 
ing clanse of the bill; which motion, by ayes 82, 
noes 119, was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Lawrence to exempt Irom duty the articles of “tea 
and coffee.” 

Mr. Clifford moved to amend the amendment by 
adding “molasses, sngar and salt.” 

Alter some conversation ona point of order. The 
question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. Shields and 
Sollers acing), on the amendment to the amend- 
ment; which, by yeas 112, noes 84. was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the amendment of Mr. 
Lawrence, as amended by the amendment of Mr. 
Clifford. 

Mr. Ferris moved to add 1o the amendment, as 
amernded, the article of toreign coal. Rejected. 

The question was then taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
Weller and Brown acting). And the amendment 
as atoended, by yeas 57, noes 112, was rejected. 

Mr. Wise moved to amend the first section of 
the bill by striking out the words (in the 43d liue) 
“brass wire suited to the manufacture ot pins; 
which amendment, by ayes 120, noes not counted, 
was adopted. 

Mr. Fillmore moved to amend the bill, in ‘he third 


lars), and distinguishing the grades of the killed and | line, by striking ant the words **from and alter the 


wounded. | 


7. What number of pensions have been allowed in 


H 
consequence of wounds received in the Florida service, | 


or to the widows of persons killed in said service. 

8. What proportion of the regular army of the United 
Staies is now on duty in Florida, and under orders for | 
that service. 

Mr. Williams, of Maryland, from the select com- 
mittee to whom had been referred the bill from the 
senate in relation to the census, reported the same 
with an aroenduient. 

Tihe bill on motion of Mr. W. was referred to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union. 

On motion of Mr. Pickens the house again resolv- 
ed itself into committee of the whole on the state 


of the union, (Mr. Cushing, of Massachusetts, in 
the chair), on the bill ia relation to duties and draw- 
backs. ‘The peuding question being on the motion 
of Mr. Atherton, to stuike out the enacting clause of 
the bill. 

Mr. Saltonstall addressed the committee at length, 
but before lie had concluded bis hour expired, and 
be resumed his seat. 

Mr. Ingersoll next took the floor and occupied it, 
for an hour in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Pickens lollowed in opposition to the bill, 
until the expiratiou of his hour. 

Mr. Hubershum next addressed the committee in 
remarks mainly of a statistical character. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. Medill, 
Hastings and McKeon until a late hour. 

When Mr. Wise obtained the floor. 

Wherenpon the committee rose, reported pro- 
gress, and obtained leave to sit again. 

Mr. W, W. Irwin then moved to reconsider the 


vote of yesterday by which the resolution providing 
that the revenue bill be taken out of committee at 
12 o'clock to-morrow, (Fiiday), was adopted. 

Pending this mation, the house adjourned. 

Friday, July 30. The business first in order was the 
motion submitted yesterday by Mr. W. W. Lwin, 
to reconsider the vote of Wednesday last on the re- 
solution providing that the revenue bill should be 
taken out of committee of the whole on the state of 
tlie union this day. 


Aftera few words from Mr. Irwin, in explana- 
tion of the mative which had influenced him in sub- 
mitting tlie motion, he withdrew tbe motion to re- 
consider. 

On motion of Mr. Botis, the house again resolved 
itself into committee of the whole on the state ol 
the union, (Mr. Cushing, of Massachusetts in the 
chair), and resumed the consideration of the bill iu 
relation to duties and drawbacks. 

The pending question being on the motion of Mr. 
Atherton to strike ont the enacting clanse of the 
bill. 

Mr. Wise, (who was entitled to the floor), ad- 
dressed the committee during the honr in opposi- 
tion to the bill. 


date hereinafter mentioned,” and inserting the words 
“on and after the Ist day of September, 1344.” 

Mr. Roosevelt moved to amend the amendinent 
by striking out the word “September” and insert- 
ing January. The amendment to the amendment 
was rejected. And the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Fillmore naved to amend the bill by adding, 
(in the 12th line), after the word “embroidery,” 
the words “and laces of thread, silk or cotton.’? 
Rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, the words “including 
paste” were inserted in tbe 14th line afler the word 
“jewelry.” 

Some amendments of phraseology, by way af 
transposition, were made, on motion ot Mr. Fitt- 
more. 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, Ihe word *ahinonds? 
was struck out [rom line 38. 

A great number of verbal amendments were of. 
fered by Mr. Fillmore, all of which were adopted. 

Mr. Wise moved an amendment admitting rer- 
tain specified articles free of duty till June, 1842. 
Rejected. 

Mr. Pickens moved to amend the bill in the 57th 
line by striking ont the words “raw hids." 

Tbe question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
James and Arrington acting), aud, by ayes 55, noes 
93, was rejected. 

Mr. Williams, of Md. moved to strike out from 
the 55th line of the first section of the bill, the 
words “flax unmanufactured.’”” 

A motion was made by Mr. Brewsterto amend 
this amendinent by inserting ticklenburgs, osna- 
bargs and burlaps. 

The amendment and the amendment to the amend- 
ment were both rejected. 

Mr. Holmes moved to amend the original bill by 
striking out trom the 60th line the words “juniper 
berries; which amendment was rejected. 

Mr. McKay innved an amendment exempting cer- 
tain specified articles from duty until June 30, 
1342. Rejected. 

Mr. Habershum moved ta amend the bill in the 
Ist section alter the word “jewelry,” in the 14th 
line, by insertiug the words “blankets of wool, the 
value whereaf at the place whence exported shall 
not exceed seventy-five cents each.” Rejected. 

Mr. Habersham moved toamend the first section, 
in the sixth line, by striking out after the words “a 
duty of” the word “twenty,” and inserting the words 
“eighteen” so as to read ta duty of 18 per cent.” 
Rejected. 

Mr. [Vinthorp moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting in the 15th line, after the word “lead” the 
words “dry or.” Agreed to. 

Also, tu insert “tallow” among the articles to re- 
main at the existing duties. Lost. ; 

Also, to insert “marrow?” in the free list, also 
“type metal.” Both Inst. 
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Mr. W. moved to amend the 2d section so as to 
make all articles manufactured from two or more 
materials pay the highest chargeable on -either in- 
gredient. Carried. 

Mr. W. also moved an amendment to the 3d sec- 
tion, in 1elation to the drawbacks on sugar and mo- 
lasses. Lost. Em 

Mr. W. TV. Irwin moved to amend the bill in the 
15th line by striking out the words “white lead 
dried or growned in oil. Lost. : 

A vast number of amendments, running through 
the space of two bours, were offered by the follow- 
ing gentlemen: Messrs, Habersham, T. W. Wil- 
liams, J. W. Williams, Randolph, W. W. Irwin, 
Winthrop, Hastings, of Ohio, Hastings, of Mass. 
Saltonstall, Underwood, Wheller, Wise, Cave John- 
son, Roosevelt, Moore, Everell, Kennedy, ol Md. Daw- 
son and John Campbell, nearly all of which were re- 
jected. 

Mr. Saltonstall moved to strike out all that part 
of the filth section which provided for the ware- 
housing of teas; on the ground that there was no 
reason for eonlining the privilege to teas, and that 
the system il' introduced, ought to be general.— 
Which was rejected. 

Mr. S. also moved to insert “sumac and palm oil” 
among the tree articles. Rejected. 

Mr. Underwood offered the following amendment, 
of which he had given notice: 

Sec. 5. Aad be it further enacted, That alter the 
2d day of February next, there shall be laid, col- 
fected and paid on all wiaes and silks, the growth, 
produce aud manufacture of France or her colonies, 
in whole or in part, thirty per cent. ad valorem: 
Provided, nevertheless, IE the “regie” of France | 
shall, ia the opinion of the president of the United 
States, be so modified as lo reduce the price of to- 
bacco in the leaf, the growth and produce of the 
United States, to less than fifty cents per pound in 
France, the duty ou the wines aad silks aforesaid 
shall be redueed to twenty per centum ad valorem; 
and if the “regie” shall be so modified as to reduce 
the price of tobacco in the leaf, the growth and pro- 
duce of the United States, to less than seventy-five 
cents per pound in Franee, but aot as low as fifty | 
cents, the duty on the wines and silks aforesaid 
shall be reduced to twenty-five per centum ad va- 
lorem; and the president of the United States shall, 
by his proclatoution, direct and fix the amount of 
duty to be collected on the wines and silks atore- 
said, from time to lime, under the provisions of this | 
section. 

Which amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Fillmore moved to amend the sixth section 
by liraitiug the operation of the bill to the Ist day 
ol July, 1843, and no longer. 

The question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
Williams, ot Con. aud. Bowne, ol N. Y. acting in! 
that capacity), and by yeas 72, noes 83, was re- 
jected. 

Mr. Kennedy, of Md. moved to amend the same 
section by limiting the operation of the bill to Ja- 
nuary, I, 1843. 

Mr. Stanly suggested that the amendment should 
be so modified as to read “up to which time there 
shall be no 1inportations."* 

The question on Mr. Kennedy’s amendment was 
taken, aad by ayes 75, noes 81 was rejected. 

Mr. Everett noved to atmead as a substitute for 
the seveuth seelion, providiag that this act shall aot 
be enforced alter three years from its passage.— 
Whieh amendment, by ayes 31, noes 90, was re- 
jected. . 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, the seventh section 
of the bill was strieken out. 

Mr. Saltonstall proposed the following amend- 
ment: 

Strike ont in the 71h section, all after the word 
“eilvet,” and insert the folowing, viz: “as follows: 
on all atieles imported or arriviag from any port or 
place in Europe, the West Indies or any Allantie 
port or place uorth of the equator, in forty-five 
days; on all articles imported or arriving from any 
Atlautie port or place south of the equator, in nine- 
ty days; aad on all articles imported or arriving 
froin any port or place heyond the Cape of Good | 
Hope or Cape Hora, in one hundred and eighty 
days from and alter the passage of this act," Re- 
jected. 

Mr. Kennedy, of Md. then moved as a substitute 
for the original bill, the amendment of whieh he had 
heretofore given notice. 

Mr. W. U^. Irwin ollered as an amendment to 
this ameudineut the proposition repealing the aet 
ol July 1t, 1332, but modified his motion so as to 
include all acts of congress allowing drawbacks on 
duties on railroad iron; which amendment was re- 
jected. 

And the amenduieat of Mr. Kennedy was reject- 
ed. 


On motion of Mr. Fillmore, the committee then 
rose and reported tbe bill and amendments to the 
house. 

And the question being on concurring with the 
committee oi the whole in its amendments, and on 
ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Stanly moved the previous question. 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved to lay the bill and 
amendments on the table. 

Mr. Wheller asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and being taken, were yeas 92, nays 
123. 

And the question recurring on the motion for the 
previous question, there was a second. 

Mr. Profil asked the yeas and nays on ordering 
the main question, which were ordered, aud being 
taken were yeas 113, nays 96. 

The amendments were then read through, with 
the understanding that the question should be taken 
upon them generally, but that any member should 
except any particular amendment on which he 
might desire a separate question to be taken. 

All the amendments were concurred in, except 
the following, to wit: 

An amendment, appended as a proviso to the end 
of tlie third section, which declares “that alter the 
first day of November next, the act of 14th July, 
1832, and the ninth section of the aet of 28th May, 
1830, allowiag drawbacks on rail road iron to states 
and corporations, be repealed.” 

Which amendment, on motion of Mr. Dawson, 
was excepted, that a separate question might be 
taken thereon. 

Mr. Triplett asked the yeas and nays on the ques- 
tion of concurring with the committee of the whole 
ia this ameadment; which were ordered, and being 
taken, were yeas 93, uays 119. 

So the house having refused to concur with the 
committee, the amendment was rejected. 

And the bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading to-morrow. Whereupon the house 
adjourned. 

Saturday, July 31. Mr. Morrow, Irom the com- 
mittee oa public lands, reported a bill to extend the 
time for issuing military land warrants to officers 
and soldiers of the revolutionary army; and a bill to 
extend the time of locating Virgiaia land warrants. 
Read three times and passed. 

Mr. Underwood, trom the committee on the Dis- 
trict, reported a bill providing lor the repair of the 
Potomac bridge, and a bill for repaving and repair- 
ing a portion of Pennsylvania avenue. Both bills 
were read twice and referred to the committee of 
the whole. 

Mr. Barnard from the committee on the judicia- 
ry, by order of that committee, made a motion that 
the senate bankrupt law be read twice, referred to 
the committee ol the whole, and ordered to be 
printed. Objection was made, and the speaker de- 
cided thal it was not then in order. 

Mr. Dawson, trom the committee ou military af- 
fairs, reported a bill making appropriations to pur- 
chase sites, and to make certain surveys, and for 
other purposes. Read twice, and referred to the 
committee of the whole, and ordered to be printed, 
after some desullory debate. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
resolution reported from the committee oa naval 
affairs, directing inquiry into the expediency of es- 
tablishing lines of armed steamers From the northern 
and southern ports of the United States, with the 
amendments of Mr. Irwin, exteading the inquiry to 


| the lueation of navy yards on the principal bays, 


rivers and lakes. 

Aller a brief debate, the resolution, with the 
amendment, was passed. 

Mr. Briggs then called np his motion for the 
printing of 5,000 extra copies of the report of ihe 
judiciary on the bankrupt bill. The motion was 
1ejected, yeas 93, nays 113. 

The senate hill to establish a uniform syslem of 
hankruptey, was then taken up, and read twice by 
ttle. 


Mr. Atherton moved ta lay it on the table. 
ratived: yeas 91, nays 123. 

The bill was then, oa Mr. Barnard’s motion, re- 
ferred to the committee of the whole, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The senate bill ta amend the act relatiag to the 
convention with Mexico was then read twice and 
referred to the committee on foreign affairs. 

The house thea took up the revenue hill on its 
third reading. 

An animated discussion ensned between Mr. 
Profit and. Mr. Stanly, when the following vote 
was taken ou the passage of the bill: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adums, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 
S.J. Andrews, Arnold, Ayerigy, Babcock, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Barton, Birdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, Bous, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, M. Brown, J. Brown, 
Burnell, Wm. Butler, Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. 


Ne- 
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Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, J. C. Clark, 


Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, G. Davis, W. C. 
Dawson, Deherry, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, 
Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Guggin, Patrick G. 
Goode, Graham, Green, Greig, Habersham, Hall, Hal- 
sted, William S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 
James, Isaae D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, 
Lawrence, Linn, T. F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Ma- 
thiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, 
Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, 
Owsley, Pendleton, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, B. Raa- 
dall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rencher, Ridg- 
way, Rodney, Russell, Sergeant, Shepperd, Simonton, 
Smith, Sollers, Sprigg, Stanly, Stukeley, Stratton, 
Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, R. W. ‘Thompson, Tit- 
linghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Un- 
derwood, Warren. Washington, E. D. White, J. L. 
White, T. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, C. H. 
Name J. L. Williams, Yorke, A. Young,J. Youag 


NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Arrington, Atherton, 
Banks, Becson, Bidlaek, Borden, Bowne, Boyd, Brew- 
ster, A. V. Brown, C. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. 
Butler, Wm. O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, P. C. 
Caldwell, John Campbell, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, 
Chaton, Cross, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, John B. 
Dawson, Dean, Dimoek, Doan, Doig, Joha Edwards, 
J. C. Edwards, Everett, Ferris, J. G. Floyd, C. A. 
Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Gilmer, W. O. Goode, Gor- 
don, Gustine, J. Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houston, 
Hubbard, Huater, Ingersoll, James Irvine, William 
W. Irwin, Jack, Cave Johnson, J. W. Jones, Andrew 
Keanedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, A. MeClellaa, 
R. McClellan, MeKay, MeKean, Mallory, Marchand, 
Alfred Marshall, Mathews, Miller, Newhard, Oliver, 
Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Reding, 
Riggs, Rogers, Rousevelt, Saltonstall, Sanford. Saun- 
ders, Shaw, Shields, Slade, Snyder, Steenrod, Sumter, 
Sweney, J. B. Thompson, Turney, Van Buren, Van 
Reassalaer, Wallace, Ward, Watterson, Weller, West- 
brook James W. Wiliams, Wiathrop, Wise, Wood 

So the bill was passed. 

A motion to reconsider the vole by which the 
bill had passed, was negatived, yeas 99, nays 115. 

Amendments to the title were moved by Messrs, 
Wise and Bidlack, successively, and withdrawn af- 
ter each had made a speech against the bill. 

After some remarks by Mr. Burnell and Mr. 
Dawson, the house determined that the title of the 
bill should be *a bill in relation to duties and 
drawbacks." Then the house adjourned. 

Monday, Aug. 2. On motion of Mr. Sergeant the 
house resolved itself into committee of the whole 
on the state of the union, (Mr. John C. Clark, of 
New York, ia the chair), and took up senate bill 
No. 5, to incorporate the subscribers to the fiscal 
bank of the United States. 

The bill was read through; alter which, it was 
taken up by sections. 

Aad the first section having been read, and the 
question being nn the adoption thereof— 

Mr. Sergeant, chairman of the committee on the 
currency, who had reported the bill, took the floor 
and advocated the general measure until the expi- 
ration of tlie hour. 

Mr. McClellan, of Pa. followed in opposition to 
the bill. 

Mr. Saunders, of North Carolina, said he was not 
willing to suffer a bill involving questions of such 
vital importanee to pass, without au effort on his 
part to expose its true leatures and its alarming cha- 
raeter. Mr. S. continued at length in opposition to 
the measure. 

Mr. Stuart spoke at length in favor of the bill. 

The debate was continued to a late hour by Mr. 
Kennedy, of Indiana, in opposition to the bill. Mr. 
K. having concluded, Mr. Joha T. Mason obtained 
the floor. 

Whereupon tlie eommiltee rose and reported pro- 
gress, and the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Jug. 3. By general consent, petitions 
and memorials were presented by Messrs. Howard, 
of Michigan, and Hubb d, of Virginia, and appro- 
priately referred. 

Mr. Cury, of Virginia, on leave, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed 
to connaunicate to this house all the information in his 
possession relative to the detention of the great southern 
mail, going north, in the city of Baltinore, thirteen 
hours aad a half; and if there is no remedy ia his pow- 
er lor this national ineonvenience. 

Mr. Mallory suggested to Mr. C. so to modify bis 
resolution as alter the word **noithi? to insert “in 
the city of Washington, and.” Mr. C. accepted the 
modification, And the resolution, as modified, was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Proffit moved that the house resolve itself 
into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union. And the question being taken, the vote 
stood, ayes 57, nays 46; but no quorum voted. 

Mr. Profil said, as he did not desire to interfere 
with the wishes of gentlemen, be would witbdraw 
his motion. 
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And the motion having been witbdrawn, petitions 
and memorials were presented (under general con- 
sent) by the following gentlemen, and were refer- 
red appropriately: 

Messrs. Kennedy, of Maryland, Linn Boyd, Hunt, 
Fillmore, Childs, Barnard, Gordon, Summers, Hub- 
bard, Toland, Ingersoll, Stratton, Bronson, Randall, 
of Maryland, Maxwell, Cross, Davis, of New York, 
Pope, Chittenden, Allen, of Maine, John Van Buren, 
P. G. Goode, ot Ohio, and Wood, of New York. 

Mr. Jones, of Md. on leave given, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be in- 
structed to inqnire into the expediency of making im- 
mediate provision for the defence of the Chesapeake 
bay by steam batteries. 

Petitions and memorials were further presented 
by Messrs. Sergeant, Holmes, Wallace and Crans- 
lon. 

On motion of Mr. Tillinghast, the house took up, 
on its first and second reading, the joint resolution 
from the senate on the speaker's table, providing 
for (lie distribution of 700 copies of the Digest of 
patents. 

Mr. T. said that, as the bill made a small apprn- 
priation, it would therefore be necessary that it be 
committed. 

So, on his motion, fhe bill was referred to (he 
committee of the whole on the state of the union. 

The following resolution, of which notice had 
been given, was offered by Mr. Oliver: 

Resolved, That the rnles of this house be so far 
amended that all amendments offered in comnnitice of 
ihe whole, whether adopted in committee or not, upon 
the bill for the establishment of a fiscal bank, shall he 
voted on in the house by yeaa and nays, one-fifth of 
the members present voting for the same. 

Mr. Fillmore moved that the resolution be laid 
on the table. 

After some conversation between Messrs. Fill- 
more, Briggs and Oliver, as to whether the resoln- 
tion had been received or not, when it seemed to 
be conceded that tlie resolution was properly before 
fhe house; and the question was then taken on the 
motion of Mr. Fillmore, and decided in the affirma- 
tive, yeas 107, nays 84. 

The speaker (by general consent) laid before the 
house a coinmunication from the secretary of war, 
covering estimates of the ainounts of money requir- 
ed to carry into etfect certain Indian treaties. 

On motion of Mr. Proffit, the communication 
was referred to the committee of ways and means. 

On motion of Mr. Stanty, the house resolved it- 
self into coinmittee of the whole on tlie state of the 
union, (Mr. John C. Clark, of New York, in the 
chair), and resumed the consideration of the bill 
from the senate to incorporate the subscribers fo a 
fiscal bank of the United States. 

The pending question being on the motion of Mr. 
McClellan, of New York, to strike out the enacting 
clause thereof— 

Mr. John T. Mason (who was entitled to fhe 


floor) addressed the committee, during the hour, in | 


opposition to the bill. 

{The committee rose informally, and the speaker 
resumed tbe chair, for the purpose of receiving a 
message (rom the president of the United States, 
by tbe hands of John Tyler, jr. his private secre- 
tary. After which, the chairman again took his 
seat]. 

Mr. Charles Brown, then took the floor, and spoke 
for the hour in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Hoshington, of N. Carolina, next addressed 
the committee in favor of the hill, and principally 
in reply to Mr. Saunders, of the day previous. 

Mr. Wood, of New York, followed in opposition 
to the bill and in reply to Messrs. Sergeend and 
Steuart, of Va. 

Mr. Payne, of Alabama, also spoke al some 
length against the ercation of a bank, and replied to 
Mr. Sergeant as to the historical evidence in favor 
of the constitutionality of the bank. 

Mr. Botts having obtained the floor, the commit- 
tee rose and reported progress, and thereupon the 
house adjourned. 


Wednesday, Aug. 4. Mr. Morgan called up for 
consideration the following resolution, heretofore 
offered by him: 

Resolved, That at 12 o’elock meridian, on Friday 
next, the 6th instant, all debate in committee of tne 
whole on the state of the union, on the senate bill No. 
5, shall cease, and the committee shall proeecd to vote 
on all amendments that may at that ume be pending, 
and that may be offered, and shall then report the said 
bill to the house, with such amendments as have been 
agreed to by the committee: Provided, that nothing in 
this resolntion shall preclude the committee from re- 
porting the bill at any time prior to the time above spe- 
cified. 

And the resolution having been read, and the 
question being on its adoption, Mr. M. moved the 
previous question. 


Mr. Morgan then modified his resolution, at the 
request, he aaid, of a number of gentlemen around 
him, so as to strike out Friday” and insert **Tues- 
day." 5 
And the question, shall fhe resolution be adopt- 
ed? was then taken and decided in the negative, as 
follows: yeas 56, nays 136: So the resolution was 
rejected. 

Mr. Sergeant rose and offered the following reso- 
lution which was read: 

Resolved, That at 12 o'clock meridian on Friday 
next, the 6th instant, all debate in committee of the 
whole on the state of the anion on senate bill No. 5, 
shall cease, and the committee shall proceed to vote on 
all amendments that may at that time be pending, and 
that may be offered, and shall then report said bill to 
the honse, with such amendments as have been agreed 
to by the committee: Provided, that nothing in this reso- 
lanon shall preelude the committee from reporting the 
bill at any time prior to the time above specified. 

Mr. S. moved the previons question. 

Mr. Gitmer moved tolay the resolution on the 
(able. 

Mr. Sergeant asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and being taken, were aa follows: 
yeas 96, nays 106. So the resolution was nol laid 
on the table. 

And the question recurring on fhe demand for the 
previous question, there was a second. And the 
house determined (hat the main question should 
now be taken. 

Mr. Zagersol! called the yeas and nays on the 
main question, (being on the adoption of the reso- 
tion), which were ordered, and being taken, result- 
ed as follows: yeas 104, nays 97. So the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr. Sergeant moved that the house resolve itself 
inta committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, but waived the motion for the moment at the 
request of tlie speaker, who laid before the house 
a eommunication from the president of the United 
States, transmitting a communication from the trea- 
sury department, enclosing a communication from 
the French minister to the secretary of tbe treasu- 
ry, relating to the commerce and navigation with 
France under existing treaties. 

On motion of Mr. Briggs, the communication 
and documents were reterred to the commitfee on 
foreign affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

The speaker laid before the house the following 
communication from the president of the United 
States, which was referred to the committee of ways 
and means, and ordered to be printed: 

Washington, August 3, 1841. 
To the house of representatives of the Uniled Stales: 

On the 18th of February, 1832, the house of re- 
presentatives adopfed a resolution in the following 
words: 

Resolved, That fhe president of the United 
States be authorised to employ Horatio Greenough, 
of Massachusetts, to execute, in marble, a full 
length pedestrian statue of Washington, to be plac- 
ed in the centre of the rotundo ol the capitol, the 
head to be a copy of Houdon's Washington, and the 
accessories to be left to the judginent ot the artist." 

On the 23d of the same month, the secretary of 
state, by direction of the president, addressed to 
Mr. Greenough a letter of instructions for carrying 
into effect the resolution of the house. 

On the 14th day of July, 1832, an appropriation 
of the sum of five thousand dollars was made to 
“enable the president of the United States to con- 
tract with a skillul artist to exeeute, in marble, a 
pedestriarf statue of George Washington, to be 
placed in the centre of the rotundo of the capitol,” 
and several appropriations were made at succeeding 
sessions in furtherance of the same object. 

Mr. Greenough, having been employed upon the 
work for several years, at Florence, completed it 
some months ago. 

By a resolution of congress of the 27th of May, 
1840, it was directed “that the secretary of the na- 
vy be authorised and instructed to take measures 
for the importation and erection of the statne of 
Washington by Greenongh.” In pursuanee of this 
authority, the navy department held a correspon- 
dence with comraodore Hull, commanding on the 
Mediterranean station, who entered into an agree- 
ment with the owners or master of the ship **Sea" 
for the transportation of the statue to the United 
States. This ship, with the statue on board, arriv- 
ed in this city on the 31st ultimo, aud now lies at 
the navy yard. 

As appropriations have become necessary for the 
payment of the freight and other expenses, | com- 
unicate to congress such papers as may enable it 
to judge of the aiaount required. 

JOHN TYLER. 

The speaker also laid before the honse the follow- 
ing communication from the president of the U. 
States, which was referred to the eommittee of 
waya and means, and ordered to be printed: 


IWashington, August 3, 1841. 

Sır: | herewi(h transmit a communication re- 
ceived from the postmaster general, to whieh E 
would invite the attention of congress. 

JOHN TYLER, 

To the hon. John While, speaker, &c. 

Post office department, August 2, 1841. 

Sin: I have the honor to transmit the statement 
of the architect of publie huildings, referring to the 
original estimate for the cost of the new general 
post office, and to tbe appropriations heretofore 
made for that purpose. The appropriafion of the 
last session waa all that was deemed necessary for 
the present year, it being then supposed that the 
building could not be completed during the current 
season. As l have every confidence that it can be 
finished hy the first day of December next, it be- 
comes my duty to ask a further appropriation of se- 
venty-five thousand (75,000) dollara, being the ba- 
lance of the original estimate. — ltis believed that 
this sum will be sufficient for the entire completion 
of the edifice. 

I desire also to call the attention of congress fo 
the estimate for erecting the oit-buildings, iron 
railings, grading, paving and other contingencies, 
including the purchase of a vacant lot in the rear of 
the building, winch should belong to the govern- 
ment; and would suggest the propriety of adding a 
a clause to the bill, giving the power of applying 
fowards the purchase of furniture any balances of 
these sums that may remain after the completion of 
the building and the other improvements contemn- 
plated. Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

FRANCIS GRANGER. 

To the president of the United Stutes. 

A message was received from the president of the 
United States, through John Tyler, jr. esq. intorm- 
ing the honse that the president had approved and 
signed the bill inaking further appropriations lor 
the maintenance of lunatic paupers in the District 
of Columbia. 

The house resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state ofthe union, (Mr. John C. Clark 
of New York, in the chair), and resumed the con- 
sideration ot the bill to incorporate the subscribers 
ta a fiscal bank of the United States. 

The pending question being on the motion of Mr. 
McClellan to strike out the enacting clause of fhe 
bill. 

Mr. Botts (who was entitled to (he floor) ad- 
dressed the committee during the hour, mainly on 
the constitutional question, and referring, in the 
course of lis reinarks, to many high authorities. 

Mr. Brown, of Tenn. followed in opposition to 
the bill. 

Mr. Profit delivered an eloquent and very ani- 
inated speech. i 

He was succeeded by Mr. Milton Brown, who 
strongly advocated the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Gamble followed on the same side of the 
question. 

Mr. Marshall obtained the floor; but yielded fo a 
motion of Mr. Stanly for the rising of the committee. 

The question being put, no quorum voted. 

Whereupon tlie committee rose, and the cnai: man 
reported that they had found themselves without a 
quorum. 

Mr. Adams moved an adjournment. 

Mr. drwin demanded the yeas and nays; whieh, 
being taken, resulted as follows: yeas 17, nays 70. 

No quorum having voted—Mr. Weller moved a 
call ol the house. The vote on his motion was: ayes 
64, noes 23. Still no quorum voting. 

The call thereupon proceeded, when 96 members 
answered to their names. 

The absentees were called, when it appeared that 
129 members were present. 
| A quorum thus appearing, the call was sus- 
| peuded. 

Mr. Marshall now fook fhe floor, buf, instead of 
a speech, presented an apology to the house, on the 
ground of indisposition, and expressing his hope 
that he should be permitted to address the cominit- 
tee in the morning, yielded the floor to Mr. Welter 
who occupied his allotted hour in an earnest speech 
against the bill. 

Mr. McKeon next addressed the committee in a 
very aniinated speech, also in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Alford, of Georgia, suceeeded in obtaining 
the floor, and went into a speech inarked with his 
usual earnestness and touches of humor, which fre- 
quently occasioned merriment, and relieved a long 
aud wearying debate. 1 

Mr. Hubbard, of Virginia, rose, at eight o'clock, 
and addressed the cominittee in decided opposition 
to the the bill; when 

Mr. Pope, of Kentucky, obtained the floor, buf 
yielded to a motion for the rising of the committee; 
which motion prevailing, the committee rose and 
reported progress; and the house, at a little past 9 
o'clock, adjourned. 
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l CHRONICLE. 
AGRICULTURE. 


a regular panic in the money market when it firat be- 


We learn from the Kanawha Jeffer- | came known, but by the jadicions efforts of Messrs. 


sonian, that the governor of Virginia in furtherance of| Rothschild and other leading capitalists at Vienna, 


a late act of the legislature, has appointed a board of ag- 
neulture, eomposed of eight gentlemeu, who are to 
meet annually at one of the principal towns to discuss 
agricultural subjects. 


AMERICAN ANTIQUITIES. It will have been perceived 
by those who have read Mr. Stevens’ most attractive 
volumes of travels in Centra) America—and we pity 
those who have nat—that he obtained information from 
a “Padre” or Roman Catholic clergyman, which leads 
him to feel preuy certain that there is at this time exist- 
ing, in Vera Paz, a city deserted and desolate, in a 
state of preservation much greater than the rained 
places which he sctually visited, and almost as erfect 
as when its inhahitants leftit. fle also abtained intor- 
mation from the same source of another city, now ac- 
tually inhabited, south of Chiapas, which retains all its 

rimitive entireness, and is still in the occupacy of the 
Ina who have never submitted to the white irva- 
ders of the country, and which has never been can- 
trolled—scarcely known, indeed—by the Central Ame- 
rican government. Here, then, isa field for explora- 
tion, and well may Mr. Stevens say that he who visits 
it, will “experience sensations which seldom fall to the 
lot of man.” 

Mr. Stevens is just the one to do it; and, we are very 
mucb deceived in the manif he does not undertake 
the journey before he is much older. ‘The government 
ought to give him a commission that wiil enable bim to 
travel with official facilities all over the eountry- 

LN. Y. Courier. 

Bangs. In the stste of Georgia there are, it is said, 
ninety banks, incloding theseveral branches, This is 
not quite one bank for each eounty, as there are about 
ninety-six counties in the state. ‘The glorious effects 
of the maltiplication of banks is exemplified in the pre- 
sent state of Georgia currency. 


Tue Bank or ENcrawp. “Among other large 
thinga, ia the Bank of England, which covers five 
acres ot ground, and employs over nine hundred clerks. 
Every thing for the use of the bank is made on its own 
premises; and the printing of its notes is a large item. 
A note once returned to the bank is never re-issued, 
butis filed away, and at the end of ten years is burnt. 
The workmen are busily at work every day of the 
year, save Sunday, in printing notes. At the annual 
burning, two days are required, wiih a large lire, to de- 
stroy the old notes; and it employs two nien constant- 
ly in feeding the fires.” 


VICE ADMIRAL CBaARLES Baunin has been appointed 
maritiine prefect at ‘Toulon, Admiral Baudin, says 
tue Times, “is the crack naval officer of France. ‘The 
situation to whieh he 1s named renders it necessary 
that he should reside in Toalon, whither, in 20 minutes, 
a telegraphie despatch might convey an order that he 
»roeced to sea forthwith, and take the command of the 
Trench fleet in the Mediterranean.” 

[Mercantile Journal, 


Cory isin request in Baltimore and commands 78 
to 5U eents. 


Corton remaina firm at previous rates in the Lon- 
don, Liverpool and Havre markets, or rather it may be 
sad to have slightly improved. 


Tne corron crop. A letter fram New Orleans says, 
that should the weather prave favorable, the yield will 
amount to 2,000,000 of bales, and perhaps to 2,300,000, 


Yur U. S. sir or THE LINE DELAWARE, of 74 guas, 
anchored off Annapolis, on the morning of the Ath inst. 


Derarcation. Letters from New Orleans say that 
the sudden death of one of the tellers in the Canal 
bank, had eaused an mvestigation into Ins aecounts 
whieh, as far as the exsmination had proceeded, had 
diselused a deficit of over $30,000, 


Excnance. New York on London 107521057; on 
Franee 5t.27u5.29; on Philadelphia 3}; on Baltimore 
2!; Petersburg, Norfolk, Raleigh, Wilmington, &c. 35; 
Charleston 12; on. New Orlenus 4}; Augusta 5010; 
Macon and Columbus 125; Mobile 95; St. Louis 95; 
Lour ville 73; Cincinnati 8; Nashville 1. 


Prove has advanced in. price and is in request in 
New York and Philadelphia at from $5 57 to $6 12; 
in Baltimore, floward street commands $6; city mills 
of new wheat $6 50. 


Fronipa. "The last accounts from Tallahassee re- 
present the congestive fever raging in that place and 
its vicinity as unabated. Iris said to defy all remedies, 
and there isscarcely a family unattacked. The pesti- 
lence is not confined ta one region of country, but 
spreading through. the whole of Florida, A corres- 
pondent ol the New York Post says; 

“The virulence of the fever is such that no mortal 
power can stay its ravages, and six hours generally 
sutlice to curry off its vicums, ‘The Asiatic cholera is 
not more tobe dreaded than the disease at present 
raging, not only among the United States troops, but 
throughout the whole region ol Florida. Never has a 
season of such general and dreadtal disease been 
known in the south.” 


Forrign pangs. The eminent banking house of 
Gnymuller & Ca, at Vienna, whose liabilities. are re. 
ported to be very hesvy, has stopped payment. This 


confidenee was rapidly improving. 


A GRAPE VINE. A correspondent of the Boston Post, 
wriling from London, gives a lively description of 
Hampton Court, and its sppendages. Among the 
things noticed is a grape vine. [Te says, “in a separate 
house is a grape vine, supposed to be the largest in the 
world. It is thirty inchea in eircumference at the root— 
its longest branch is 110 feet, and it has borne 2,500 
bunches of grapes.” 


Hovston, Texas, which was settled five years ago 
has new four thousand iahabitsnts, and within the 
same period, there have been siz thousand burials, An 
average of nearly four every day in the year. 


THE HUNDRED WEIGHT. It is not long ago since the 
Americans reduced the hundred weight from 112 to 
100 pounds. ‘The odd 12 bothered them in their cal- 
culations, and was observed not to be of the smallest 
use in any respect; so having resolved to cut down the 
hundred weight to what it ought to be, namely, one 
hundred pounds, they nnmediately, and without any 
fuss, executed their resolution. This is a small matter, 
but it 1s the characteristic of the country in which it 
took place. We question whetber the British could 
manage to take the odd twelve pounds from the hun- 
dred weight without a twenty years’ talk. 1t does nat 
signify that nobody ean explain how or when the odd 
twelve originated. “There it is—that is sufficient—it 
must not be meddled with—would you ruin the coitn- 
try with yoor pretended improvements? Let the hun- 
dred welght alone—we have become a great people 
with it as it is, und with that let us be content." 

[Chambers. 


INTENDED INSURRECTION OF SLAVES. New Orleans, 
July 22. ‘She overseer of the plantation of Robert J. 
Barrow, of west Feliciana, having oecasion to raise 
from his bed late in one of the recent hot nights, heard 
what he believed to be negroes conversing in one of 
ihe qnarters. On silently approaching the vicinity and 
listening, he overheard two of the slaves discussing 
the subject of a rising against the whites. This led to 
the examination the next morning of the two fellows, 
when they confessed the fact, and gave information. 
that led to the arrest of several others The alarm was 
immediately spread abroad, arrests were made in vari- 
ous plantations, and it was found by the confessions 
that they all agreed in the main facts, that there was to 
be a general rise and thatthe first of August was the 
day agreed upon. 

A white man, a carpenter, who had lately done a 
job of work for Mr. Barrow, was arrested on suspi- 
cion, and examined. He said he had nothing to da 
with the plot—that he had never said any thing to the 
negroes on the subject, but. acknowledged that they 
frequently spoke to him, and informed him all aboat it. 

This white man with about forty negroes, all of 
whom had contessed their knowledge of the intend- 
ed rise, were in the jail at St. Francisville, guarded by 
a company of volunteers, Ther examination. by a 
competent tribunal, was tu have commenced yesterday 
at 10 A. M. 

At Woodville, we learn numerous slaves were con- 
fined in the jail, hsving confessed to the same facts as 
those arrested in Feliciana. 
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them under different circumstances, the sooner we de- 
cide this question the better, England could not have 
a better cause; and in Canada we bave never been so 
well prepared for a trial of strength as at presen. — 
Again we say, if war must come, let it come at once, 
for itis very evident unless we settle all our disputes 
now, it will only be putting off the evil day to a period 
when we may not be so well prepared to deal with our 
wilful and head strong neighbors." 


Neeptes. [tis stated that in the small town of Red- 
diteh, in the county of Worcester, England, there are 
upwards of 70,000,000 of needles manufactured every 
week! 


New York state Loans. The New York Journal 
of Commerce says that, of the state loan of $3,000,000, 
6 per cent. stock, for which books were opened on 
Monday last in that city, less than one hundred thou- 
sand dollars have been taken. 


Sin Ropert Peen. The Liverpool Albion of the 
19th ult. says: "Sir Robert Peel, not to spesk it pro- 
fanely, appears to be to the tories what satan was to 
the ancient Hebrews—a messenger from goodness sent 
to inflict evil. They respect his mission, but appre- 
hend a thousand bad consequences from his propin. 
sities; like the doomed, who are represented from 
facts or fancy, as sensible in apparent security, of 
proximnte disaster they refuse to find in victory proofs 
of triumph, whilst they mysteriously discover ruin 
to be the positive result of snecess, The evil genius 
of their party takes the form of the man nel regard 
as the leader of toryism, and they dread, with a kind 
of prophetic instinet, that the being they are com- 
pelled to worship, is the instrument of their final over- 
throw.” 


A Woutp-BE SAILOR. The ship Algonquin, capt. A. 
Turley, from Liverpool, arrived this morning, and 
among her passengers is a healthy stout female, 16 
years of age, who shipped in Liverpoal as a sailor boy, 
being dressed in the habiliments, neatly rigged from 
top ta toe, and actually performed the duty of a lad on 
board, going aloft, &c, far several days, when some 
auspicion arose amang the crew, which led to the dis- 
covery of her sex. Capt. T, immediately had her re- 
moved from the forecasile to the steerage, and her dresa 
changed for female apparel, 1t appears she is a des- 
titate girl who had taken this method to get a ine age 
to America, where she expects to find friends. She 
shipped ander the name of “Billy Stewart,” and saya 
her name is Isabella Stewart. [PAilad. U. S. Gaz. 


Rock sanT. A body of rock salt, like that found in 
Europe, has been discovered near Abington, Virginis, 
at the depth of 260 feet, This is the first that has ever 
been found in the United States. 


Sreampoats. The steamer New York from New 
Haven an Monday, brought to New York 325 pas- 
sengers, at 12} cents each. 


Srocxs have declined, the price of U. S. hank shares 
fell to 144 In New York on Wednesday, without our 
being able to distinguish the cause. Canal fives of 
1858 sold at 85; Indiana bonds at 553, 


Suit acainst Mr. Broprz. Yesterday a “nar” [de- 
claration} was liled in the ease of the president, direetors 
and compary of the Bank of the U. States, versus Ni- 


cholas Diddle. The damages are lnid at one million 
of dollars. For the plaintil, Messrs. Rawle, Wharton 


Loncgvity, We learn by the recent census, that | aad F. W. Hubbell. For the defendant, Messrs. Ran- 


there are 250 individuals in the state of North Carolina, 
over 100 years of age making aa average of uearly four 
toeach county. 


Gov. Morengeap. The spcech of governor More- 
head 1n the senate on the bank bill, is thus spoken of 
by the Madisonian: “Previous to the vote on the amend- 
ment, the senate was addressed by Mr. Morehead, at 
considerable length, and however we may differ about 
the constitationality of a bank, none can deny that Mr. 
Morehead presented the arguments and. nuthorities in 
its favor in the strongest point of view. Mr. Morehesd 
is the auccessor of Mr. Crittenden in the senate, and a 
most capable one as be has already shown, Kentoeky 
scems to be the faster place of orators. There is Clay 
and Crittenden, and Morchead, and Marshall, and 
others, forming a galaxy euch as hos seldom been seen 
from one state since the paliniest days of old Virginia. 
As Mr. "Tallinadge justly said, the other day, in ollu 
sion to Mr. Morehead and his predecessor, 

“Like the waves of a summer, as one dies away, 

Another as pleasing and shining comes on.” 


“Mr. Morchead stands among the ‘tallest’ of the 
Kentucky orators in every peint of view. His speech, 
which was listened to with undivided attention, by the 
whole senate, and a very crawded auditory, was mark- 
ed by a nervous eloquence—by an occasional vein of 
satire, and by frequent passages of rhetorical beauty.” 


Mirrrany commission. A field officer who sold out 
nf the service, got £12,000 for the command of his re- 
ginent, [London paper, 


McLeopv. The Montreal Courier, noticing the late de- 
cision ot the New York sapreme court, suys--"'Great 
Britain ennnot in honor put up with such decision, and 
will uot allow Mr. McLeod to be tried foran aet which 
his government has assuincd as its own. The time 
has new arrived when there can be na more dully- 
ing aboat the matter; and if our neighbors will persist 
in their assumptions, let them take the conseqnences, 


stoppage following that of Messrs. Steiner, occasioned | tur however much we should deprecate a war with 


dall, Dallas and Meredith. [U. S. Gazette. 


Mn. Swartwovt, late collector of the port of New 
York, arrived at Boston in the Acadia, and proceeded 
immediately to New York, which he reached on the 
3d instant, and was immediately summoned before the 
eurton house investirating committee now 1n session 
there. 


"TnavELLIxG. The number of persons travelling on 
the Hudson river is said to be greater this season than 
at any time since 1836. 


‘TREASURY NOTES. Treasury department, August 3, 
184} Amount of treasury notes issued under the pro- 
visions of the acts of congress of 1837, 1838, 1839 and 
1540 $26,651,337 53 
Redeemed of those issues 93,523,067 55 


2,857,669 95 


Leaving outstanding 
Issued under the act of February, 
184), viz: 

Prior to March 4 673,681 32 
Since March 4 4,973,251 58 
———————— 5, 646.932 90 
Redeemed of that issue 199,266 30 
Leaving outstanding 


5,417,066 60 


Making the aggregate outstanding on tlie 
lst instant $8,305,336 53 
T. EWING, secretary of the treasury. 


Westwarp no! ‘Phe Milwaukie Sentinel says— 
"'Phere never has been a time when settlers were flack- 
ing mio Wiskonsan in greater numbers than now.— 
Every boat brings us large numbers of immigrants of 
the most respectable character, and the 1minigration 
by land is considerable. ‘Ihe position of the territory 
is an enviable one, and the inducement for settlers is 
greater than in any other portion of the west.” 


Wirar is selling at Philadelphia at 127; in Baltimore 
at 1301137 for red, and 140 for white. 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

Brivis America, Amongst the despatches 
from the bome government, recently laid before the 
legislature of Canada, is one from lord John Rus- 
sell, expressing in the following emphatic language, 
the determination of Eugland to maintain her au- 
thority over her possessions on this continent. “In 
any measures," lord John Russell says, “ihat may 
be adopted it must be taken for granted that her 
majesty persists in the determination to maintain at 
all hazards her royal authority in Canada. Neither 
the honor of her majesty’s crown, nor the support 
due to her loyal snbjeets in Dritish North America, 
nor the provident care of the empire at larze, would 
permitany deviation from this fixed principle of 
British policy. 

“At the saine time her majesty’s advisers are not 
insensible to the difficulties imposed upon them in 
carrying into execution the purposes of the crown. 
A provinee bordered by an open frontier of more 
than a thousand miles—appreached with ease at all 
times by the citizens of a neighboring and power- 
ful state, separated from England not only by the 
ocean, but by the rigors of climate aud season, 
must be maintained by a judicions preparation for 
defence in time of peace, and a rigorous exertion of 
the resources of the empire in time of war, or notat 
all. To trifle with the fortunes of men whose lives 
and properties are freely devoted to the service of 
England, or to encourage foreign aggression by 
neglect or apathy would be far worse than the 
spontaneous surrender of these important posses- 
sions of the crown. The Canadians might, in such 
a case, incur no risk; no blood need be shed; and 
the treasures of the empire might be spared. The 
olher eourse would be cruel to a brave people, and 
unbecoming the eharaeter of the country. 

«But as I have already said we have no alterna- 
tive, we have only to consider the means of binding 
Canada more firmly to this country, of developing 
her resources, of strengthening her Biitish popola- 
tiou, of delending her territory, and of supporting 
and eocouraging the loyal spirit of her people,” 

ENGLISH IN CHINA. 

The foreign news hy the Columbia, published in 
Saturday's American, was caleulated to arrest at- 
tention by the unexpected suddenness of its arrival, 
as well as by reason of its great importance. The 
British are in possession of Canton! How strangely 
it sounds—bhow incredibly would such an event have 
appeared if it bad been predicted five years ago! 

With every successive collision between the Chi- 
nese and their invaders, the imbicility of the former 
appears more and more manifest. The conquest 
of Mexico and Peru by the Spaniards under Cortes 
and Pizzanio, affords the only parallel to the warfare 
now urged in the celestial empire. How far the 
supremacy of Great Britain may be established 
over that country would seem to depend entirely 
on the extent of the views of policy that may direct 
her movements, if Canton could be taken without the 
loss of a single man, there is not nueh reason to ap- 
prehend etiectual resistance to any enterprise which 
the invading forces may see proper to undertake, 

When lord Clive carried the British standard from 
victory to vietory in Hindostan, at tlie first conquest 
of that region, the spirit of plunder, once quickened 
hy the sight of vast treasures lying at the feet of 
the conquerors, gave a powerful impulse to the 
progress of the invaders. Lf this same spirit should 
be aroused by the sack of Canton, who can venture 
to guess where its ravages will be stepped in an 
empire where the accumulated wealth of centuries 
is deposited? The amnpunt of precious metals in 
China—particularly silver—roust be immense. For 
the system of commerce long since established there, 
fias tended to bring coin iuto the country and to 
prevent its exportation. 

Vor X—Sra. 24. 


It is an idea which strongly moves the imagina- 
tion—that which presents to ns the spectacle of an 
army of foreigners iu the midst ot a Chinese city, 
whose walls for ages and centuries have been jea- 
lously closed against the entrance of a stranger. 


oj The curiosity of the*civilized world is aroused to 


know what sights—yhat objects—will be there pre- 
sented to the gaze of armed intruders. 

Nor is there less of interest in considering that this 
successful invasion of a vast empire has been made 
by a nation inhabiting a remote little island iu the 
western extremity of Europe—a spot insignificant 
in itself, yet rendered by the power of intellect one 
of the chief focal points ot this world's doings.— 
What must be the inherent greatness of that race 
which, trom a mere foothold as a starting place, has 
diffused its spirit and extended its power to the ex- 
tremety of the earth—conqneriug the wilderuess of 
naiure in one hemisphere, and overthrewing em- 
pires in the other! Such results, if they teach no- 
thing else, will at least show that in the mind of 
man dwell the true elements of human power—that 
ideas and principles are real things, whereunto the 
outward paraphernalia of state and circumstance are 
subservient—mere instrumeuts, having no efficacy 
in themselves. [ Bail. Amer. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and 
with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Alexander P. Field, secretary for the territory of 
Wiskonsan. 

Isaac Otis, to be Unitad States inarshal, for the 
eastern district of Pennsylvania. 

OFFICERS OF THE cusToMs— Collectors. 
Leonard Denison, Sackett’s harbor, New York. 
William J. Grayson, Charleston, S. C. 

Surveyors. 

Perry Smith, Hartford, Connecticut. 

Lonson Nash, Gloucester, Mass. 

Elliott R. Hopkius, St. Louis, Mo. 

John T. Coliis, New Haven, Connecticut. 

LAND orricers—Registers. 

James Woodson Bates, Johnsou C. H. Ark. 

Nathaniel Pendleton Taylor, St. Louis, Mo. 

lra Perter, lonia, Michigan. 

Receivers. 

Alfred Henderson, Johnson C. H. Ark. 

Cyrus Lovell, lonia, Mich. 

James P. Harrison, Natchitoches, La. 

Minister To BRazir. Letters from Washing- 
fon intimate tliat it is the intention of the govern- 
ment to send a full minister tu Brazil, in place of 
Mr. Hunter, our charge d'affaires. It is stated as 
a reason for the appointment of a minister, that the 
present is a peeuliarly appropriate time for extend- 
ing our relations with Brazil, as our treaty with her 
expires in 1842. 

The treaty between Brazil and England expires 
in 1844, and the former government is not disposed 
to renew it,—for very good reasons too; for while 
the treaty admits English maunfactures into Brazil 
at a duty of fifteen per cent. it makes no provision 
forthe admission of Brazillian productions into Eng- 
laud, other than the duty shall be no higher than 
on similar productions from other countries. Under 
this treaty British manufactures to the value of 
about $25,000,000, are annually imported into Bra- 
zil, while the chief staples of Brazil, except cottun, 
are virtually prohibited in England. There is a 
strong disposition in Brazil to encourage their own 
manufactures, by discriminating aud retaliatory du- 
ties, and England must submit to other and more 
equal terms in the renewal! of the treaty. 

[Newburyport Mercury. 

[We see that the secretary of state asks lor an 
approptiation for a lull minister to Brazil.] 

THE FISCAL BANK BILL, which we announced 
the passage of in the last Register, was placed iu 
the hands of the presideut on Friday the Gth iust.— 
since which the roost intense anxiety has been 
evinced to ascertain whetlier it would be signed or 
vetoed, Up to the hour at which this number goes 
to press, nothing lias been ascertained. 

Protective puTIES. It is admitted by politi- 
cians on all sides that one uf the first duties of a 
goud government is to provide for the national de- 
Jence. For this purpose publie senitment.ralls for 


an increase of our naval strength; for additional 
fortifications at important points; for the establish- 
ment of armories; for the construction of steam 
batteries, and soon. The recent passage of the 
home squadron bill gave great and geueral satisfac- 
tion, 

In case of a war with a foreign power—an event 
which is always to be loaked furward to as possi- 
ble—sueh preparations as we have spoken of will 
have their use. But there are other means of na- 
tional defence no less useful; aud with the further 
advanlage of being highly pramotive of public pros- 
perity in time of peace. We may illustrate what 
we here have referred to by the folowing remarks 
of the London Quarterly respecting the real ob- 
jects of the British protective policy: “The safety 
of this country” says the Review, “depends on its 
navy; and a navy is not merely a collection of well 
fabricated maehines—which may be erected at any 
time, and to any extent, by almost any nation able 
and willing to undertake the necessary expense. 
The real essential strength of a navy is that which 
never can be created pro re nata, by any expense or 
any efforts—and ample and constant supply of hardy 
and skilful seamen. An army may be created ina 
comparatively short period out of any population, 
and out of the least instructed part of any popula- 
tion; but seamen can only be made by early prac- 
lice aud long experience of the sea; and these 
again can only be supplied by maritime commerce, 
This was the policy and basis of our aavigation laws; 
and this is the trne, or at least the greatest value of 
our colonial possessions; this accidental and excep- 
tional necessity which distinguishes the insular em- 
pire of Britain from all other states, creates and im- 
pnses on us an exceptional line of policy—to which 
the situation of other countries affords no analogy, 
and the general theories of economists have no ap- 
plication.” 

The Review goes on to show the special applica- 
tion of its remarks by an example—thus: “If fo- 
reign ‘ships could bring us sugar at 1d. a pound, 
while, if conveyed by the better and therefore more 
expensive system of English navigation, it were 
to eost 2d. the additional penny would not be a 
mere tax upon sugar, but part of the price paid for 
the education, the maintenance and increase of a supe- 
rior class of native seamen—without whom in day 
of danger it would little avail.us that we had during 
a long peace obtained sugar at Id. a pound.” 

It is nota mere “accidental or exceptional neces- 
sity” which renders the policy of Great Britain in 
this particular proper and judicious. The same 
necessity applies to any commereial nation that 
must maintain an efficient navy. But this refers 
more especially to discriminating /onnage duties on 
vessels. 

The same course of reasoning, however, comes 
with equal force to support that system of protec- 
tive duties which looks to the fostering of domestic 
luierests, when those interests wre necessary to the 
nation’s defence in time of war. Thus with regard 
to iron and coal—bath of which articles are essen- 
lial iu the construction and use of steamers, to say 
nothing of other applications—there ought to be an 
entire self-dependence on native resources. Why 
should we look to Wales and Sweden for supplies 
of iron, ar to Pictou for coal, when both may be had 
in the mountains of Pennsylvania and Virginia? 1t 
is not only that we pay annually large sums abroad 
for iron and iren manufactures which could be had 
at home—the worst of it is that we are withdraw- 
ing from our own domestic establishments that en- 
coüragement, which, if extended, would bnild 
them up securely, and enable them in time of emer- 
gency to strengthen the arm of the government 
with the most poteut sinews of war. Skill and 
dexterity in all sorts nf handieraft are the results 
of much practice; they are not to be had at a mo- 
ment’s warning. Nor are the means of large sup- 
plies, when unexpectedly wanted, to be furnished 
forthwith. There must be large investments pre- 
viously; and these will be made only when the po- 
licy of the government is favorable and to be de- 
pended upon. 

Pretectlon, such as we refer to, is judicious only 
when there is a substantial basis for the iuterest 
protected. When nature has granted this, human 
eare and foresight are invited by the very fact.— 
The abundant resources of this country in the two 
most important elements of mineral wealth are well 
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known. Surely it is not wise that these should be 
suilered to lie dormant in the bowels of the earth, 
when by the policy of government they might be 
brought forth, to give exercise to industry, to in- 
crease the store er national production, and to add 
slrength to the arm of public defence. 

[ Ball. Amer. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. A report from the 
superintendent of standard weights and measures 
has been communicated to congress by the secreta- 
ry of the treasury, announcing the completion of 
the final series, {tbe ounce weights). We perceive 
by it that it is deemed important that the governors 
of tbe several states be invited to send directions 
to the treasury department to whom and how these 
standards may be forwarded, in order to reach their 
aim of public utility. ‘There might then also be 
forwarded, at the same time, the yards, and some 
of the sets of the large weights, which remain still 
in the vaults of the treasury department, uncalled 
for, to bring them into that actual use which, at the 
time ol their beginning, seemed so much desired. 
Mr. Hassler states that with the present delivery, 
the task of the construction of standards of the 
weights for the states, as well as for tbe custom 
houses, is completely absolved. The sets of ounce 
weight for the states, begin with the ten ounce 
weight, and go down, decjmally subdivided, to the 
one-ten-thousandths of the ounce. A number of 
standard yards sufficient for all the states, and lor 
some of the custom houses, were completed last 
year. [ Madisonian. 


Fortirications. The fortification bill, as it 
passed the house, made the following appropria- 


tions: 
For the forts in Boston harbor . . $180,000 
New Bedford. . : d . 8 5,000 


45,000 


Newport. R. I. . . / . . 
45,000 


New London, Ct. . à : 


Fort Niagara nu More ure - . 20,000 
Fort Ontario, Oswego o s . 15,000 
Forts near New York . j s 139,000 
Fart Delaware . R È ` : 50,000 
Forts at Annapolis, Md. . . . 5,000 
Fort Washington è ; ^ x 35,000 
Fort Monroe, Old Point 5 z » 115,000 
Forts Caswell and Johnson, &c. 5 5,000 


Forts near Charleston, 5. C. &c. . A 45,000 


Fort Pulaski, Savannah . : 35,000 
Fort Marion, &c. St. Augustine . 25,000 
Forts at Pensacola . á 5 $ 65,000 
Fort Morgan, Mobile . T : 5 40,000 
Fort Livingston, Barataria Bay . 30,000 
Forts near New Orleans : D 50,000 
Contingencies for tortificatioos . 5 15,000 


Incidental expenses for thesame . . 65,000 


For fortificalions n " $1,019,000 
For current expenses of ordnance ser- ` 
vice $25,000 


Purchase of ordnance and ord- 


nance stores 75,000 
Armament of fortifications 100,000 
Purchase of saitpetre and 

brimstome 20,000 


$220,000 00 
For preventing and repressing Indian 


hostilities under various heads 833,137 86 


Making a tolal appropriated by this 
bill, as it passed the house, of $2,022,637 86 

It has since passed the senate, with some amend- 
ments, one ot which appropriates $100,000 for arm- 
ed steamers on Lake Erie; another $75,000 for an 
armory in the west; and another, $30,000 for bar- 
racks and defensive works at Detroit. 

At present the British have two armed steamers 
on Lake Erie and we none. 

INDIAN war. A hattle recently took place near 
Council Bluffs, between the Pottawattamies and 
Sioux Indians, in which five Sioux, (the whole par- 
ty), were killed, and three Pottawattamies killed 
and one wounded. The parly of Pottawattamies 
was about 25 in number. 

After this, a party of about 80 Pottawattamies 
went out in search of Sioux, and as nothing had 
been heard from them at Council] Bluffs, it was 
thought that the Pattawattamies had been entirely 
eut pif or captured. 

Tue BarrisH Movements. The Bt. Johns 
Courier of July 31st, learns fom Mr. Perley, who 
hag just returned froin Temiscouata, that while he 
was there, captain Nelson, of {he royal engineers, 
arrived there express trom Quebec, with instrac- 
tions to put the various Irontier posts, now held by 
de(achinents of the 56th regiment in an efficient 
state of defence without delay. Musket-proof de- 
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tenders around the barracks at Temiscouata were 
forthwith commenced, and, captain Nelson then 
proceeded to the Degele and- fhe Little Falls at the 
mouth of the Madawaska river, where a new and 
is strong block house is now in course of erec- 
ion. - 

Captain Nelson remain at the Little Falls to su- 
perintend the completion of the block house, and 
despatched lieutenant Nortoo of the 56th, [as act- 
ing officer of engineers], aff’ Mr. Tennant, of the 
commissariat, to the Grand Falls, for the purpose 
of removing all the guns and stores placed there to 
the block house, and also to bring up the artillery- 
men stationed there to the same place. Mr. Perley 
left the Grand Falls last Saturday, when the packing 
of the stores had commenced, and it was understood 
that the whole would move upwards on Wednesday 
last in flat boats which were gétting ready. It was 
said (says the Courier) that these arrangements 
were made in consequence of an apprehension that 


some difficulty might arise between Mr. Fox and 


the American government, in consequence of the 
apparent determination to place Mr. McLeod upon 
his trial for murder, and it was therefore deemed 
prudent to put these posts in a state ot defence, in 
order to prevent the possibility of the communication 
by land between this proviuce and Canada heing 
suddenly cut off. 

The detachment of the 56th, at the Little Falls, 
is under the command of lient. J. Smith; the post at 
the Degele is held by capt. Walmsey and his com- 
pany, and the post at. Leiniseonnta, is comtnanded 
by captain Charlewood. 

Great Britain is thus going ahead very fast with 
its encroachments in Maine. Will the American 
government note its progress? 


STATUE OF WasuiNcToN. Greenough's statue 


of Washington has arrived at Washington from Italy. 


It is said that the doorway of the capital is not large 


enough to admit it to its destined position in the ro- 
tunda. <A foreign journal thus speaks of the per- 


former— “Truly may it be said, ‘blessed are they 


who do not expect;’ for where I expected to be dis- 
appointed I was more than delighted. 
much, so much, of Greenough’s colossal statue of 
Washington, that I thought it utterly impossible 
that it could produce an effect upon me propot- 
tionate to the praises I had heard bestowed upon it, 
especially as 1 remembered the almost digust with 
which I had looked at Throwaldsen’s modern sta- 
tue—that is, modernly dressed statue of lord Byron, 
and to say the least of it, Washington, particularly 
when magnified, was a more nnpoetical, therefore a 
more difficult subject. 
Greenongh has executed his almost impossible task 
is only anolher proof that genius can infuse a ma- 
gie into the coutmonest and most commonplace 
things, just as a man was a mass of inanimate clay 
‘of the earth, earthy,’ till God breathed immortality 
into him, and so formed him after his own image. 


I had heard 


But the manner in which 


Nothing can be more human, and at tlie same 


time more godlike, than his colossal statue af Wash- 
ington. 
lune repose and simplicity of the whole fignre, nnit- 
ed, as it is, with exceeding energy of expression, 
is perfectly classical, without the slightest abstract 
imitation, {or the artist seems to have embodied Se- 
naca's adinirable advice as to style—similem esse te 
volo, quomodo filium, non quomodo imaginem, as there 
is no mistaking the pure lineage ot this statue.— 
Being intended to fill the central position iu the ca- 
pitol of the United States, lie has addressed his sta- 
tue of Washington to a distant posterity, and made 
it rather a poetical abstract of his whole career, than 
the ehronieler of any deed, or any leading feature of 
his life. He is, therefore, seated as first magistrate, 


It is a gort of domestic jupiter—the suh- 


and extends with his left hand a sword, the emblem 


of his military command, towards the people; as the 


sovereign, he points heavenward with his right 
hand; by tlis double gesture is conveyed the idea 
of an entire abrogation of self, and making the pa- 
triot a conductor, as it were, between God and man. 

The chair in which he is seated, being too large 
to be left mute, tells also its history. The su- 
perior part is richly ornamented with acanthue, and 
garlands of flowers, while the base is solid, simple 
and massive, which plainly indicates that high cul- 
tivation is the proper result of sound government, 
and that nations, when planted and well tilled, 
must flourish as well as grow. By the figure of 
the Columbus, which leans against the back of 
the chair on the left side, is connected tte his- 
tory of America with that of Europe, while that 
of the Indian chief on the right is emblematic of 
the state America was in when civilization first 
dawned upon it. The bas-relief on the right side of 
the chair, which was the first crest of American 
arms, is the rising sun under which is inscribed, 
Magnes ab integio saclorum nascitur ordo. The re- 
livo on the left side represents the geuii ol North and 


South America, under the forms of the infanta Her- 
cules and Ighicluis, the latter shrinking in dread, 
whilst the toriner struggles successfully with the 
obstacles and dangers of an incipient political exis- 
tence. The motto tor this bas-relief is, Incipe 
posse puer cui non risere parentes. In this statue, 
Greenough has achieved a glorious work and one 
that cannot fail to reach its destination —namely, 
the distant posterity to which it is addressed. 
THE ARMY. 

Glorious news from Florida! Coacoochee’s whole 
band in—close of the Florida war. By the U. 8. 
steamer gen. Taylor, capt. Peck, arrived at Savan- 
nah, August 7, we have the gratilying intelligence 
from Florida, that the war for the ninety-ninth 
time, may now be considered as at an eud. Wild 
Cats whole band, men, woinen, children and ne- 
groes, 160 in all have come in at Tampa, and 40 
more Indians of another hand were on their way, 
and were expected at Tampa in two days. A gen- 
tleman who came on in the gen. Taylor, says that 
he does not think another rifle will be fired by the 
enemy. 

When Coacoochee's family came in, col. Worth 
told him that he might go on shore fiom the sehoo- 
ner where he is confined and see them. He refus- 
ed to go, saying that though he was anxions to see 
his family, he would not permit them to see him in 
irons. The colonel finally consented to let him go 
on shore without hia shackles, and after a warm 
greeting with his family, he dined with the colo- 
uel, and then returned on board the schooner. As 
soon as his irons were replaced, he told col. Worth 
that he had but one request more to make, and that 
was, to allow him and his people to go west as 
soon as possible! 

We understand that col. Worth on taking com- 
mand in Florida, set the first day of January, 1842, 
as the time of closing this war. From his admira- 
ble management and indomitable perseverance, se- 
conded by the gallant officers and troops now in the 
field, there is every prospect that he will redeem 
his pledge. Should he succeed, he will have the 
honor of accomplishing what older and more expe- 
rienced commanders have failed to perform. 

During the war many of the officers of our gal- 
Jant little army have distinguisbed themselves, and 
inore of them would have done so, had opportuni- 
ties been presented. It had been-a field in which 
there has been plenty of hard service and but little 
glory to be obtained. Every thing however, that 
could ye done, has been done, and we are glad once 
more to see a prospect ol speedily subduing the 
enemy. 

The first regiment of infantry now in Florida 
have been ordered to Fort Crawford, Prairie du 
Chien; Upper Mississippi. They are to leave im- 
mediately. 

The steamer Charles Downing, capt. Dent, arriv- 
edon Thursday from St. Augustine. We are in- 
debted to our correspondent of the News office, for 
the following inlelligence: 

St. Augustine, Augusi 3, 1841. 

The steamer Win. Gaston, capt. Somers, arrived 
this afternoon from southern posts. The large scout 
started Irom Key Biscayne and Fort Dallas, from 
the Everglades, on the evening of Friday, the 30th 
ult. consisting ol six companies artillery, under the 
command of captain Burke, and a nuinber of sailors 
and marines under the command of captain Rogers 
and lieutenant Sloan, of the navy—amounting in all 
to about 400 men and 50 canoes, with which they 
anticipate accomplishing much towards the close of 
this protracted war. We heartily wish them success, 
and, look forward with no ordinary anxiety for the 
accomplishment of much good. 

We are sony to learn, that that gallant officer, 
major Childs, who was to have cominanded the ex- 
pedition was left sick at Fort Dallas. The posts 
south, are generally very healthy, with the excep- 
tion of a few cases of slight fever owing to the ex- 
posure o[ the inen to the sun. 

Major Childs lias issued an order for the removal 
of all the stores and store houses, from Key Bis- 
cayne to Fort Dallas, and will break up that post 
(the Key) entirely. 

The accouuts froin Key West are of the most de- 
plorable nature. The yellow fever is said to be rag- 
ing at that place, and very fatal; a large number 
have already fallen victims to it. One ol the unfor- 
tunate victims is Mr. Landon C. Henry. 

The fever has been still worse at Havana, and we 
learn that there are nine American ships now tying 
in that port withont a soul on board, all having died 
of the prevailing fever. 

We have no further news from Tampa Bay to 
communicate, since the last intelligence of the In- 
dians coming in very rapidly. [ Republican. 

The season hus been exceeding es in 
Middle Florida. A lelter dated Tallahasse, July 
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27, says, “Our country has been and still is io a 
dreadtul situation from sickness. You can't ima- 
gine our distress. Some of the planters will lose 
their crops from the sickness of their hands. One 
of my nephews working 30 haads, bas not one at 
work.” 

Removal of the United Slates troops. The Buffalo 
Commercial of Saturday last, says: **There was a 
brilliant review at the barracks this taorning, aad, 
at the close, the several co.opanies marcbed through 
some of our principal streets, making a fine and sol- 
dierlike display. We understand the regiment will 
leave some time next week for the seaboard. Its 
head quarters will be at Fort Columbus, in New 
York bay, but several companies will be detailed 
to garrison the various posts from Fortress Monroe, 
in Virginia, to Newport, R. 1.” 


THE NAVY. 

The United Slates ship of the tine Delaware, com. 
Morris, 74 guns, now lying in Annapolis roads, 
ready tor sea, has a full crew of fine looking fel- 
lows, and is in stylish order in every respect.— 
President Tyler, several of the heads of depart- 
inents—and a number of the members of each house 
of congress are to leave Washington in the seven 
o'clock cars for Annapolis this morning, 14th inst. 
on a visit to the ship. 

The Delaware, we understand, is destined for the 
Brazillian station. 

Steamboats crowed with persons curious to ex- 
amine so novel aud imposing a sight, arrive every 
hour from Baltimore, Annapolis, &c. and have been 
very cordially received by the polite officers on 
board. 

Little short of a thousand visiters were on board at 
tne tine we enjoyed the novel scene on Thursday 
ast. 

United States frigate Brandywine, from N. York 
for the Mediterranean, was spoken 16th ult. lat 43 
52, lon. 30 40. 

At Rio Janeiro, July Ist, were the following ves- 
sels: United States frigate Potomac, captain Storer; 
sloops of war Coacord, commander Boardmon, and 
Decatur, commander Ogden; and schooner Enter- 
prise, lieutenant Goldsborough. à 

The French frigate 4rmide, adiniral 4rnaws, came 
to auchor in Hampton roads on the 9th instant trom 
Point Petre, (Gaud.) Two Freach brigs-of- war 
are expected trom the same place. 

British armed steamers. The Buffalo Commercial 


] 


states that both the armed steamshipa are now at| 


Chippewa, ready tor service. Qn ‘Thursday fast, 
the Toronto passed down the Niagara river, and the 
Minos, with the sanguinary symbol of St. George 
flying at the main gait, on the day following. 


DEBATE ON THE BANK BILL. 
IN UNITED STATES SENATE, JULY 1, 1841. 

Mr. Rives moved to strike out a part of the tGth 
article ot the 11th section of the bill, and to insert 
tlie tollowing: 

“That the said corporation shall establish a cora- 
petent office of discount and deposite in any state, 
by the assent of the legislature of such state, when- 
ever tlie directors may think fit so to do; and when 
established, the office shall not be withdrawn with- 
out the assent of congress; and the said corporation 
shall have power to commit the management of the 
Said offices and the business thereof, respectively, 
to sucli personis, and under such regulations, as they 
shall deem proper, not being contrary to law or the 
constitution of the bank; or, instead of establishing 
sucli offices, it shall be lawful for tbe directors of 
the said corporation from time to time to employ any 
individual agent, or aay other bank or banks, to be 
approved by the secretary of the treasury, at any 
place or places that they inay deem safe and proper, 
to manage and transact the business proposed as 
aforesaid, other than for the purposes of discount, 
and to perform the duties hereinafter required of 
Said corporation, to be managed and transacted by 
such officers, under such agreements and subject 
to such regulations as they shall deem just and pro- 
er. 

The amendment being read, Mr. Rives remarked 
that the senale would perceive it was in the precise 
worcs of the project submitted tothe senate some 
time siace by the secretary of the treasury. Itre- 
quired the assent of the legislatures ot the states to 
he establiahment of branches of offices of discount 
nd deposite within their respective limits. This 
priaciple had been pretermitted in the bill reported 
by the senator (rom Kentucky, (Mr. Cray), which 
expressly empowers the directors of the corporation 
to establish offices of discount and deposite wherever 
hey think fit, without regard to the consent of the 
states. The object of the amendment is to restore 
he principle of the secretary's project. 

Before he proceeded to the consideration of the 
inendiient, however, Mr. R., said he begged lo say 


a few words in regard to the general qnestion involv- 
ed in the measure naw before the senate. All would 
agree that sometbing must be done to put an end to 
the present unsatisfactory and eminently injurious 
state of things. The necessities of the government 
and the deranged and suifering condition of the coun- 
try equally demand it. A fiscal agency of some sort 
or other must be constituted to conducf the varied 
and important concerns of the treasury, and at the 
same time to exert a salutary and restorative influ- 
ence upon the general currency of the country. The 
sub-treasury system of the late administration, it is 
now frankly admitted by many of its advocates, has 
been decisively repudiated by the deliberate judg- 
ment of the nation; and, in obedience to their voice, 
a bill for its repeal has been recently passed by a 
large majority of this body, which will doubless soon 
become the law of the land. What, then, is to be 
substituted? In former periods of our history, the 
employment of state banks had been considered as 
the true and legitimate alternative of a bank of the 
United States. In 1791, when the requblican party 
of that day opposed the establishment of the first 
bank of the United States and again in 1811, when 
they resisted and defeated the renewal of its charler, 
they with undivided seutiment, pointed to the state 
banks as furnishing the proper and sufficient means 
for condueting the financial operations of the generat 
government, without the necessity of incorporating 
a national institution. 

Mr. Rives said he had himself preferred that sys- 
tem, and still preferred it, it it could have a fair trial; 
not because he believed it perfect in all respects, 
but yet capable, under proper regulation and ma- 
nagement of meeting the leading wantsof tlie govern- 
ment and the country while it steered clear of the 
fundamental objection of an assuinption of uncon- 
stitutional power, and advoided tliat concentration of 
moneyed influence which had always made a purely 
national institution an object of republican jealousy 
in this country. Mr. R., said he firmly believed that, 
if the party which had adopted this system on tlie 
removal of the public moneys from the Bank of the 
United States, in 1833, had remained faithful to it— 
if they had not wantonly or unwisely betrayed it 
inlo difficulties—or, even after it had been thus in- 
volved in embarrassment, mainly by the errors of 
the government, if they had pursued the conserva- 
tive and sustaining policy of Dallas and Crawford 
toward the state banks iu a similar but far more dif- 
ficult crisis, the system would at this moment have 
been in vigorous and successful operation, and have 
answered every just expectation of the country. 
But the very parents of it bad, with unnatural and 
ferocions violence, turned upon their own olfspring. 
They had made war upon the state bank system till 
they had so crippled its energies and discredited its 
character in the opinion of the country, that all ration- 
al hope of an efficient re-orgauization of it has been 
extinguished. My colleague and myself (said Mr. 
R.) would now probable be found the only advocates. 
of it on this floor. 

Itis true that a distinguished senator from South 
Carolina, (Mr. CarHouN), who has heretofore 
made the pe! bank system, as he calls it, the favo- 
rite subject of his denunciation, as a rickety and rot- 
ten concern, seems to be willing now, judging from 
the motion made by hin a few weeks, ago, to take 
it under his kind protection. But cau we confide 
in him as our leader, when, as soon as he hoists 
his broad pennant and is taunted by the senator 
from Kentucky (Mr. Cray) with being the com- 
modore of this little fleet, he indignantly repels 
the imputation, and boldly proclaims that he will 
fight only under the flag of the independent trea- 
sury? 

[Mr. CazHovuN here rose and said he scorned any 
counection with tbe pet bank system.] 

Mr. Rives. And yet the senator seemed very 
ready to take it under his command, when he pro- 
posed to refit it for another voyage, by repealing the 
provision of the act of 1826 respecting the issue of 
notes under five dollars, which was supposed ta pre- 
sent the only material obstacle to its revival. And, 
unless I greatly deceive myself, the honorable sena- 
tor then declared that, although not an advocate of the 
state bank system, he preferred it to a bank of the 
United States. 

[Mr. CarHoux said he preferred it because it 
could be more easily blown up than a bank of the 
United States, so as to make way for the re-estab- 
lishment of the sub-treasury.] 

Then surely (sait Mr. Rives), all our distrust of 
the senator is more than justilied; and well may we 
say to him Timeo Danaos el dona ferentes. The bold 
agnunciation he has just made, which I leave him to 
reconcile with the maxiins of good faith, reveals at 
once the policy of himself and ot the party with which 
he is now associated, and of which, if we may judge 


from the sign of the times, he is the acknowledged ! 


leader, They would continue to wage unrelenting 
war upon the state bank system, with the desperate 
determination of blowing it up, in order to bring back 
tbat repudiated scheme, under whose flag the senator 
proudly boasts that he still fights. At the same time 
the friends of a national bank, intent on the estab- 
lishment of their favorite plan, will be as little dis- 
posed to forbear attack upon a system which is the 
antagonist ol theirs, as well as of the sub-treasury 
scheme. 

In the face of this united and double hostility of 
the two great political parties of the country, both 
ceaselessly warring upon it, the idea of a solid and 
permanent reconstruction of the state bank deposite 
system, what ever be its iotrinsic recommendation, 
must be admitted to be hopeless. What the country 
now wants, above every thing else, is stability and 
repose, the adoption of some permanent system, upon 
which men of business can base their onerations for 
the present and their calculations for the future. The 
great interests of society have heen long enough 
made the victim of party agitation, the sport and 
foot-ball of the heartless game of politicians. It is 
time that these great interests, if possible, sbould be 
placed, by some conciliatory and permanent adjust- 
ment of the questions hitherto so fiercely debated, 
beyond the destructive operation of the elements of 
party war. 

Toa national bank, as formerly constituted, a 
very large portion of the people ol this country have 
ever felt, and will probably ever continue to feel, an 
invincible repugnance, on the ground of its involv- 
ing an assumption of ungranted power, andan inva- 
sion of the rights and soverignty of the states. To 
obviate these ohjections, tbe seeretary of the trea- 
sury, justly appreciating the advantages that would 
result to the nation at large, as well as to the iusti- 
tution itself proposed to established, from a cordial 
and general concurrence of public opinion in its favor, 
suggested the expediency of organizing it in such 
manner as to avoid altogether the disputed question 
of constitutional power. The suggestion was con- 
ceived in a spirit of patriotism, wisdom and prac- 
tical statesinanship, worthy of the seeretary and of 
the administration under whose auspieies it was 
presented. He proposed to plant the new institu- 
tion upon uncontested ground, to require no sur- 
render of opinion on the one side or the other, as 
to the rights claimed or denied within the disputed 
territory of the constitutional’ argument, but simply 
to forbear, on both sides from. entering on that liti- 
gated domain. He proposed, in short, to follow an 
example which has been so fruitful of peaee in our in- 
ternational relations, in regard to our northeastern 


boundary, on either side or which the rights of the 


respective parties are acknowledged and defined up 
to certain limits, within which each exercises full 
jurisdiction and control, leaving, however, an inter- 
mediate border of disputed territory, claimed by 
both and over which both agree, for the present, to 
refrain from exercising any act of ownership or au- 
thority. 

In A of this leading idea, the secretary of 
the treasury, in the plan he has submitted to us, has 
avoided altogether the vered question of the power 
of congress to create corporations within tlie limits 
of the states. The institution which he proposes to 
establish as the fiscal agent of tlie government, is to 
be incorporated within the District of Columbia, in 
virtue of a power to create banking corporations 
here exeicised from the origin of the constitution to 
the present day, and nevercontested. Here it is to 
have its corporate existence, ‘its local habitation 
and name,” in proximity to the government, whose 
fiscal concerns it is to be employed to transact, and 
under the immediate supervision of the representa- 
tives of the people, to whom it is made responsible. 
Such branches, or offices of discount and deposite, 
as it may find it expedient to establish in any of the 
states, are to be cstablished there upon the assent of 
the states previously obtained, and iu virtue of those 
geueral rights of sovereignty which each state pos- 
sesses within its own limits. Fhe long contested 
question of the power of congress to create corpo- 
rations within ihe states—a question growing not 
merely out ot the limited nature, in geneial, of the 
powers delegated to conzress, but also out of the 
rejection by tlie convention of an express proposition 
to give to congress the general authority to grant 
charters of incorporation for the union—tbe whole of 
this acient field of controversy is prudently avoided 
by tlie secretary's plan, [tis the disputed territory 
on which no entry is to be made; but hy the conjoint 
exercise of adinitted powers within the well defined 
and ascertained limits on either side of tbe contested 
boundary-—of the power of congress “to exercise ex- 
clusive legislation in all cases whatever” within the 
District, and the power of the states to give their as- 
sent to the establishment of branches of the proposed 
institution within their respective limits—the whcle 
machinery of this new fiscal and banking agency 
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is organized and put in motion, withont occupying 
a single point of the disputed ground of the consti- 
tution, 

Still, however, Mr. President, (said Mr. Rives) 
an objection has been somewhere started to this ar- 
rangement, that though the power of congress to 
create banking corporations within this District is 
unqueslionable, yet they cau be constitutionally 
created here only for locul and not for national uses. 
On what principle can such a distinction as this be 
sustained! The District itself was created and set 
apart as an exclusive jurisdiction wholly for natiou- 
al considerations—to give entire freedom and inde- 
pendence to the deliberatious aud action of tlie na- 
tional authorities established bere. Mr. Rives said 
he had the sanction of the highest judicial authority 
known to our institutions for saying that the power 
of “exclusive legislation" over this District was con- 
ferred on congress not, as is some times loosely said 
as a local legislature for the District, but emphatical- 
ly as “the legislature of the union.” What is this 
magnificent capital erected here for—for what the 
treasury building and all the other public edifices con- 
nected with the operations of the government, unless 
for national purposes? And for what more legiti- 
imate national object can any establishment be found. 
ed here than to bean auxilliary, and, in some sort, an 
adjunet to the great revenue department of the go- 
vernment? 

It is true (said Mr. Rives) that acts done here, 
in virtue of the power of “exclusive legistation”’ 
over this District, are limited, in their intrinsic force, 
to the District. They have nooperation, per se, be- 
yond the District. Accordingly, the corporation pro- 
posed to be created here as the fiscal agent of the 
government, will have its legal corporate existence 
here, and no where else. To use the language of 
ihe supreme court ol' the United States, in a recent 
case," Laying an important bearing on the questions 
we are now discussing, it is to dwell here in the 
place of its creation." But this does not prevent it, 
any more than corporations created by state autho- 
rity, from extending its operations, by branches or 
agencies, into the states of the union, WITH THE 
ASSENT OF THOSE STATES. In every such case, 
the extra-territorial operation nf the institution would 
be the result, not of any intrinsic force deiived trom 
the act of incorporation, but of the sovereign assent 
of the states permitting it to extend its operations 
within their limits. But this (said Mr. R.) is to 
anticipate a question 1 shall presently have occasion 
to discuss much more at large. {return to the com- 
petency of congress to incorporate a bank in, this 
Distriet for national uses. 

[t will be seen, said Mr. Rives, if we trace the 
history of all the legislative discussions which have 
ever taken place on the constitutional power of con- 
gress to establish a national bank within the limits 
of the slates, that the most determined opponents of 
aha general power have invariably admitted the au- 
thority ol congress to incorporate and establish such 
a bank within the ‘District of Columbia. In 1791, 
when the first debate took place in congress on this 
disputed question, Mr. Fisher Ames, by way ef il- 
Justrating and enforcing bis argument in favor of the 
power, put the case of a bank established here un- 
der this power of exclusive legislation over the 
District, and said such a bank “could send its paper 
ail over the union.” Mr. Giles, of Virginia, and 
Mr. Stone, of Maryland, both distinguished oppo- 
nents of the general power of congress to establish 
a national bauk within the states, in noticing and 
replying to the argument and illustration. of Mr. 
Ames, clearly admitted the authority of congress to 
establish such a bank as Mr. Ames had described, 
within the District. Again, in 1811, when, at the ex- 
piration ot the charter ol the first bank of the United 
Blates, the discussion was renewed on the constitu- 
tional power of eongress, similar adinissions ae a the 
District were made, m unequivocal terms, by several 
of thase who were most earnest in denying the gene- 
ral power of congress to create a national bank with- 
in the states. 

But | hasten, said Mr. Rrves, to come down to a 
mora recent periad of our political history, when 
recognitions ol the same doctrine thicken upon us, 
and from quarters distinguished, or clainiug to be 
distinguished, by peculiar republican orthodoxy. In 
1514, when the effort to obtain a re-establishinent 
of n national bank was first (ormally renewed, after 
the unsuccesstul struggle of 18tt, the subject came 
before congress on a petition o! a number of tlie citi- 
gens ot N. York. It was relerred to the committee of 
ways and means of the house of representatives, 
ol whieh Mr. Eppes, a distinguished republican 
representative from Virginia, was the ehairman. 
As chairman of tha cominittee, Mr. Eppes report- 
ed against the constilutionality ol the proposed bank, 


tice. 


power” 


corporation as proposed, wilhin the Disirict of. 
lumbia. 


records of the day: 


tor in the petition. 


ing a national bank within the District o 
the power to do which, i could nol be 
within the constitutional powers of congress. 


would be as uselul as that which was proposed. To 


motion: 


tablishing a national bank, to be located in the Dis- 
triet of Columbia." 


congress. 
congress the subject was resumed. Mr. Dallas, in 
the meantime, had become secretary of the treasury, 
and in October, 1814, had presented his plan of a 
fifty million national bank, to be established at Phi- 
ladelphia. ‘That plan being under consideration in 


been offered, declaring it to be expedient ‘to estab- 
lish a national bank, with branches, in the several 


republican member of that body, moved to amend 
the resolution by inserting therein the words ‘wilh- 
in the District af Columbia.” What said Wm. A. 
Burwell, of Virginia, on that oceasion? Who and 
what he was no one knows better than the honora- 
ble senator Irom South Carolina. I will only say 
that, through the whole ol his patriotic and distin 
guished life, he was a strict constructionist of the 
“most straitest seet,” and an invariahle and uncom- 
promising denier of the general power of congress to 
establish a national bank. And yet, on the occasion 
here referred to, he did not hesitate to say that ‘the 
had no doubt of the power of congress to establish a 
bank of the kind proposed," (even a fifty million 
national bank) in the District of Columbia.” 
Having seen, said Mr. Rives, what were the doc- 
trines of the old republican school on this subject, let 
us, for a moment, inquire if the modera democratic 
parly have not, through its acknowledged interpre- 
ters and organs, held precisely the same ereed.— 
General Jackson, the grand Llama ol the anti-bank 
| party, was even sedulous to assert, in the inost un- 
qualified terms, tie constitutional power of congress 
to establish banks in the District of Columbia, to any 
extent, and for any purpose. It is a curious and 
remarkable coincidence that, in the very act by 
whieh he put the velo on the bill for rechartering 
the late bank of the United States, he tonk especial 
pains to re-atfirm and vindicate the unlimited autho- 
tity of congress to create banks in this District. In 
that bill was a provision that no other bank should 
be established by congress during the continuance 
of the institution thereby rechartered, except ‘that 
congress might renew existing charters for banks 
within the District of Columbia. not increasing the 
capital thereof, and night also establish any other 
bank or banks in the District, with capitals not cz- 
cecding in the whole siz millions of dollars.” This 
restriction general Jackson seized upon and signaliz- 
ledin his velo message as particularly unconstitu- 
tional, inasmuch as it songht to fetter “the conslitu- 
tional power of congress to establish banks in the 
District of Columbia, ant increase their capital at 
wiil"—a power which he pronounced to be “unli- 


“Bank of Auzusin vs. Mrle—Peters' Reports, vul. xui, | 
p 535, 


and einbodied the grounds of that report in the fol- 
lowing resolution, which, as setting forth distinct- 
ly the principle on which the objections of the 
republican party of tbat day tu the constitutionali- 
ty of a national bank rested, deserves particular no- 


* Resolved, Thal the power to create corporations 
within the territorial limits of the states, without their 
consent, is neither one of the powers delegated by 
the constitution of the United States, nor essential- 
ly necessaay for carrying into effect any delegated 


it cannot fail to attract attention, that the lerms 
of this resolution, by an obvious and necessary 
implication, admitted the power to create such a 
Co- 


But this conclusion was not left to interfere only. 
The distinguished senator from S. Carolina, (Mr. 
CALHOUN), then a distinguished member of tbe 
house of representalives, muved a recommitment of 
the report to the committee which bronght itin, with 
the avowed purpose of obtaining their report in lavor 
of a national bank in the District of Columbia—a re- 
port which was accordingly afterwards made. As the 
honorable gentleman seems frequently to suspect us 
on this side of the house of a design to misrepresent 
him, I will give his own words, as taken from the 


“Mr. CALHOUN then said it would be found that 
the committee of ways and means had decided 
against the proposition, nn the ground of unconsti- 
tutionality ol establishing such a bank as that asked 
He wished to instruct the com- 
mittee to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
Columbia; 
oubled, came 
For 
all practical purposes he believed such a bank 


come at his object, Mr. C. proposed the following 


« Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to inqnire into the expediency of es- 


This occurred during the first session of the 13th 
At the sueceeding session of the same 


the house of representatives, and a resolution having 


states," gov. Wright, of Maryland, then a leading p 
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mited and unconirolable by any other authority than 
that which gave existence to the constitution!” 

Mr. Van Bnren, his anointed suecessor, as head 
of the modern democratic party, in like manner, un- 
equivocaily admitted the constitutional power of con- 

ress to establish a national bank (eo nomine) with- 
in this District. There is his famous letter to Mr. 
Sherrod Williams. Let gentlemen read it, and 
make any thing else out of it, if they caa. In ex- 
pressing his opinions on the qnestion of the consti- 
tutional power of congress to establish a national 
bank, his negation of the power is invariably made 
in reference to the states. Adopting the language 
of his friend, Mr. Butler, he says “he holds that 
congress does not possess the power to establish a 
national bank in any of the states of the union.” “He 
is, therefore, decidedly opposed to the establishment 
of a national bank in any of ihe stales;” and then 
adds, ‘the is also opposed to the establishment of 
euch a bank ia the District of Columbia as unneces- 
sary and inexpedient’’—implying that, in the Dis- 
trict, it would be conssitutional at least. No one 
can fail to perceive the marked coutradistinction 
throughout in his position as to the establishment of 
a national bank in the states and in the District, 
placing liis opposition to the former on the ground 
of a want ol constitutional power, and to the latter 
on considerations ol expediency alone. Indeed, the 
very principle of the constitutional objection, as 
stated by him, and which he justly says was the 
main point of Mr. Jetferson’s celebrated opinion 
against the establishment of the first national bank, 
to wit: “that ihe constitution does not give congress the 
power to erect corporations within the states,” of ne- 
cessity excludes the District of Columbia; for all 
must admit that congress does possess the power of 
incorporation in this District. 


The constitutional power of congress, then, to in- 
corporate a bank in the District, for the convenience 
and uses of the government, ifdeemed expedient, is 
a power which has been recognised and adioitted by 
all parties from the birth of the constitution down to 
the present day. It has been, in an especial inan- 
ner, admitted, and in terms the most unequivocal, 
by leading and distinguished men of the republican 
and democratie parties, who have been most signa- 
lized for the zeal and earnestness, as well as ability, 
with which they have denied the general power of 
congress to establish a national bank within the li- 
mits of the states. Alter this steady and unbroken 
current of testimony and opinion flowing through 
the course of half a century, it would seeta to be in 
vain to call in question a power thus vouched and 
sustained. The plan of the secretary of the treasu- 
ry, then, so far as the question of constitutional 
ower is involved in the incorporation of a fiscal 
bank of the United States in this District, may be 
safely assumed to rest on incontestable ground.* 

Mr. Raves then proceeded to consider the other 
part of the secretary’s plan, which provided for the 
assent ol the states to the establishment of branches 
of the proposed fiscal bank within their respective 
limits; a principle which was rejected by the bill of 
the senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Cray), but whieh 
Mr. R. wished to restore by the amendinent he had 
just offered. It is contended, in the report made by 
the honorable senator, (said Mr. R.) that this part 
of the secretary’s plan is tonnded on the false prin- 
ciple that the powers of congress can beenlarged by 
the cousent of individual states, without resorting 
to that process of amendment, requiring the concur- 
rence of three-fourths of all the states, which the 
constitution itself provides. Bat this is entirely to 
mnisconceive the nature and extent of the effect at- 
tributed to the assent of the states by the secretnry's 
plan. 1 inlly and unhesitatingly subscribe (said 
Mr. R.) to the doctrine laid down by Mr. Madison, 


xc icone VN EE V C CERETEET 
""l'o this list of republican uuthontes may be ndded 
the following pregnant letter af that sterling republican 
and patriot, judge White, ol Tennessec: 
Knarville, July 24, 1837. 
Dear sin: Your favor, dated 15th nino, was re- 
ceived by the mail which arrived here on yesterday, 
and with pleasnre I send yon an inmediate answer. 
Your recollection of the contents of my letter to Mr. 
Kinennnon is correct. I then stated, nnd yet believe, 
congress has not the power to charter a bank conferring 
upon it. the power to do business within the limits of ony 
ofthe states. Shoulda national bank, at any time, be 
found indispensable, ] have heretofore enid, and yet be- 
lieve, congress has the power to charter oue to do business 
in the District of Columbia, and that they could autho- 
rise such bank to connect itself with one or more banks 
in each state, with the consent of tha respective states; 
and that through such a District bank, thus connected 
with the stnte banks, every desirable object towards 
keeping n sonnd and uniform currency, and receiving, 
sately keene and conveniently disbursing the public 
moneys, could be as certainly attained ns through a 
national bank of the ordinary description. lam very 
respectfully, your obd’t servant, H. L. WINTE. 
D. A, Crenshaw, esq. 


th his veto tiessagze on the internal improvement 
bill, that tlie general powers of congress cannot be 
enlarged beyond the boundaries prescribed in the) 
constitution, by the assent of individual states. Bot | 
tin this case, nu effect of that sort is claimed for the 
assent ot the states. The assent of the states to the 
establishment, within their respective limits, of 
branches of the proposed fiscal bank created here, 
does not, in any manner whatever, enlarge the power 
of congress. The power of conzress is fully exert- 
ed ia the act of creating the corporation here, and 
giving it the legal attributes and faculties of an arti- 
ficial being. That congress has full constitutional 
power to do this, has been already amply shown.— 
The only effect of the proposed assent of the states 
is to permit this corporation, when thus lawlully 
and constitutionally created by congress here, to 
extend ils operations, by such branches or agencies 
as it may think fit to constitute, within the limits of 
their respective sovereignties. 

_ And will any gentleman seriously contend that it 
is not competent for the states to do this? Suppose 
that the state of New York should create a bank in- 
tended to promote her commercial intercourse with 
the other states ofthe union, by dealing in domestic 
exclianges—take, indeed, the existing case of tbe 
Pennsylvania bank of the United States—will any 
senator gravely tell me thatit would not be compe- 
tent for Virginia, in the exercise of her own sove- 
reignty to permit any such institution to establish a 
branch or agency within her borders? And could it 
be pretended in such a case, that the permission 
thus given by Virginia had, in any manner, enlarg- 
ed the legislative power of New York or Pennsyl- 
vania, exerted in creating a corporation by the force 
of their own laws. If this can be legitimately done 
with iegard to a bank ereated by the authority of a 
state, or even of a foreign country, for I do not doubt 
(said Mr. R.) that, with the sovereign assent of a 
state, even a branch of the Bank of England might 
be established within its borders, can it not be as 
unquestionably done with regard to a bank created 
by congress in this District? To deny it, is not to 
question a power of congress, but to assail the vital 
principles of state sovereignty itselt. 

If the individual action of the states is such an 
anomaly as gentlemen would represent it—never to 
be recognised in any case whatever in tlie operations 
of the general govermnent—how has it flappened, 
Mr. President, that particular states have from time 
to time surrendered their soil and jurisdiction, ceded 
large portions of their territory, with all the rights 
of ownership and sovereignty attached to it, to the 
general government? Ido not speak here of those 
purchases of parcels of land made by the United 
States, with the consent of the legislutures of the parti- 
cular states intwhich they lie, for the erection of forts, 
arsenals, dock-yards, &c. because they are provided 
for by a speciai clause in the constitution. Nor do 
I speak of those earlier cessions of territory in the 
northwest made by the proprietor states previous to 
the adoption of the constitution; but I speak of those 
cessions and compacts of particular states, embrac- 
ing large domains, made long since the adoption of 
the constitution. { speak of the cession of her 
western territory to the United States by Georgia in 
1802, out of which two of the youthful states of the 
southwest, Aiabama and Mississippi have grown 
up; I speak of the surrender to the United States of 
her weslern reserve by tlie state of Connecticut at a 
still later period. Were these “nominated in the 
bood?” Can any gentleman show me any clause in 
the constitulion which empowered those two states 
to make those large concessions of territory to the 
union? No, sir;there is none such. They acted: 
each one for itself aud from itself, in virtue of their] 
separate sovereignty, existing anterior to the con- | 
stitution, and still remaining, except where it has) 
been restrained or taken away by positive provisions 
of the constitution. 

This principle of state assent, in concurrence with 
acts of national anthority, ought to be no novelty to 
the honorable senator from Kentucky, at least. His 
annual journey from Ashland to Washington and 
from Washington to Ashland is paved with it over 
every foot of the Cumberland road; for the lonora- 
ble senator will doubtless recollect that, in the act 
for the establishment of that great highway—an aet 
which bears the signature of My. Jetlerson as presi- 
dent of the United States—the previous assent of the 
three states of Maryland, Pennsylvaniaand Virginia 
was expressly required to be given to tlie construc- 
tion of tbe road within their respective limits, and 
that assent was actually given by separate and for- 
inal acts of the legislatures of those states before a 
spade or pickaxe was displayed upou their soil. 

But there is a more recent act of a character less 
questioned, involving the same principle: and in 
which many of us personally bore our parts, which 
I beg leave to recall to the recollection of the senate. 
I refer to the law passed by congress in 1836 for de- 
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positing the surplus revenue ofthe United States in 
the treasuries ol the several states, with the assent 
of the states first given to the terms of the deposite 
by acts of their respective legislatures. No gentle- 
man will contend that congress could have obtruded 
the keeping of any poition of the national treasure 
upon the states, or any of them, without their sove- 
reign assent, separately and freely given, each one 
acting for itself; and yet, with that assent thus given, 
the legality and constitutionality of the arrangement 
never has been, and never can be, questioned. The 
principle of it is obvious. Congress, on its part, 
possesses the power to provide, at ifs discretion, lor 
tbe safe keeping of the public money. The states, 
on their part, possess the power to accept the custo- 
dy and use of those funds, if tendered, as they inay 
think fit. The concurrent action ol these two au- 
thorities, each exerting itself in its own sphere, and 
without in any manner adding to the power of the 
other in its sphere, produces precisely that practical 
result which is contemplated in the present case 
trom the assent of the states, to the establishment, 
within their limits, of branches ofan institution creat- 
ed by congress within this District. 

I might, (said Mr. Rives), pursue this subject 
much further; but I forbear. I will only mention, in 
passing, for the edification of those professed disciples 
of strict construction who are in the habit of leaning 
on the venerated name of Mr. Jefferson, an instance 
in which that great republican statesman attributed 
to the individual assent of the states an efficacy, in 
regad to the distribution of power between the 
states and the general government, far, beyond any 
thing that is eantemplated by tbe plan of the secre- 
tary of the treasury. Believing that a final and 
adequate remedy could not be found for the disorders 
of the currency while the states possessed the power 
of creating banking instilutions, he proposed, in a 
letter addressed by him, in June, 1813, to Mr. Eppes, 
then chairman of the committee of ways and means 
in the house of representatives, that “the states 
should be applied to, to transfer the right of issuing 
circulating paper to congress exclusively, in perpe- 
tuum, if possible, but during the war at least; with a 
saving of charter rights." That this transfer ac- 
cording to his plan, was to be made by the states, 
not in the form of a constitutional amendment re- 
quiring the concurrence of three-fourths, but by the 
separate action of each state for itself, is conclusive- 
ly shown by a subsequent letter addressed by him 
fo the same gentleman in November, 1813, in which 
he uses the following language: 

“I still believe that on proper representation of 
the subject, a great proportion of the state legisla- 
tures would cede to congress their power of establish- 
ing banks, saving the charter rights already granted. 
And this should be asked, not by way of amendment 
lo the constitution because, until three-fourths shall 
consent, nothing could be done; but accepted from 
them one by one, singly, as their consent might be 
obtained." 

] will not undertake to decide, (said Mr. Rives), 
how far this suggestion of Mr. Jefferson could be 
constitutionally carried, into execution. I presume 
his idea was that each state, being competent to im- 
posea voluntary limitation on the exercise of its 
own sovereignty, might, by some act, in the nature 
of a compact with the general government, agree to 
refrain from authorising the issue of bank paper, 
leaving the vacuum thus created in its circulation to 
be supplied by treasury hills, (his favorite forin of 
a paper currency), to be issued by congress in the 
exercise of a power already possessed by it—thus 
bringing down the arrangement to a simple renun- 
ciation of a portion of their power by the states 
without a corresponding concession of any new 
power to congress. And for this he may have sup- 
posed that there was the warrant, of some analogy 
at least, in those compacts of the new states with 
the general government, by which they agree to 
waive for a time an important hranch of their so- 
vereignty—their taxing power, in regard to lands 
held or sold by the United States within their limits. 
But whatever may have been the idea of Mr. Jef- 
ferson, and whether well or ill fonnded, it goes a 
sightless distance beyond any principle involved in 
the assent of the states to the establishment of 
branches of the central fiscal bank within their li- 
mits. 

While there is no violation or abandonment of 
principle in the proposed assent of the states, If 
could not fail to exert a happy influence in recon- 
ciling opinions, and harmomzing public sentiment. 
In reviewing the history of the past opposition to a 
national bank, it will be seen thar the most promi- 
nent objection to it has ever beeo founded upon the 
supposed violation of the rights and sovereignty of 
the states in the introduction of an institution of so 
much power and influence within their borders, 
without their assent. ‘That idea was conspicuously 
put forward by the resolutions of the legislature of 


Virginia, iu 1811, against a renewal of the charter 
of the first bank of the United States. That noble 
old republican commonwealth Pennsylvania, which 
so gallantly stood by the side of Virginia in that 
memorable struggle, proclaimed her principles in 
language worthy of her own character and of the 
canse. I see her two distinguished senators now 
near me, and they will pardon me if Tread the in- 
structions she gave to her senators in 1811, in which, 
with such becoming gravity, dignity and clearness, 
she put forth the grounds of her objections to the 
renewat of the chatter of the first bank of the United 
States, or the incorporation of any similar bank. I 
wish those honorable gentlemen could consider these 
instrnetions as still subsisting, in spirit at least, and 
then I might felicitate myself with coufidence on 
receiving their able support on the present occasion. 
With their permission, I will read the instructions: 

“The legislature of Pennsylvania, ever desirous 
to secure an administration of the federal and state 
| governments, conformably to the true spirit of their 
respective constitutions, feel it their duty to ex- 
press their sentiinents upon an important subject 
now before congress. to wil: the continuance or es- 
tablishment of a hank. From a careful review of 
the powers vested in the general government, they 
have the most positive conviction that the authority 
to grant charters of incorporation within the jurisdic- 
lion of any state, without the consent thereof, is not 
recognised in that instrument, either expressly or by 
any warrantable implication. 

“Resolved therefore, That the senators of this 
| state, &c. &c. be instructed to use every exertion in 
their power to prevent the charter of the Bank of 
‘the United States from being renewed, or any other 
| bank from being chartered by congress, designed to 
have operation within the jurisdiction of any state, 
without first having obtained the consent of the legis- 
[EE of thot slate." 

Tbe spirit of thes 
bodied, said Mr. Rives, in the amend 
| had the honor to submit. 

But it is argued by many friends on this side of 
the honse, that the power of establishing branches of 
the proposed bank within the states, independently 
of their consent must be asserted, because the con- 
| stitutionality of a national bank is now a settled 
question. ‘That the constitutionality of a national 
bank is a settled question, in any practical political 
sense, is a proposilion, which, in my judgment, can- 
not be satisfactorily maintained. A retrospect of 
our political history will show that there have been 
atleast as many decisions of the people and their 
representatives against it, as there ever liave been 
in favor of it. Ifthe congress of 1791 decided for it, 
the congress of 1811 decided against it. If a bank 
was re-established in 1816, it was permitted to ex- 
pire by its own limitation in 1836, with a hearty 
aequiescence of a large majority of the people, at 
the time, in its fate. Three or four years before 
that time, general Jackson had negatived a bill for 
a recharter of the bank expressly on the ground of 
the unconstitutionality of an institutioo organized as 
that was. This he did in the very crisis of a pend- 
ing presidential election, in. which the propriety of 
his course on the subject of the bank was neces- 
| sarily put in issue; and yet he was re-elected by an 
loverwhelming majority of the popular suffrages.— 
ES Mr. Vau Buren became a candidate to suc- 


e instructions is faithfully em- 
ment I have 


ceed him, he declared in the most unequivocal terms, 
his thorough conviction of the want of constitutional 
power in congress to establish a national bank in 
any of the siales of the union, and in a very earnest 
and emphatic manner invoked the decision of the 
people on that issue in the election. And yet, with 
declarations such as these, precluding the possibility 
of a national bank for the ensuing four years if he 
were elected, he was chosen president of the United 
Ststes. 

In the 1esult of the late presidential election, the 
question of the constitutionality of a bank cannot 
with fairness be said to have been decided by the 
judgment of the nation. There were too many other 
prominent issues involved to justify that conclusion. 
The odiousness ot the sub- treasury united in opposi- 
tion to (he administration of Mr. Van Buren many 
persons who ditfered widely on the question of a na- 
tional bank. The opinions of the distinguished and 
lamented individual who was the candidate for the 
presidency had been decidedly opposed to the con- 
stitutionality of a national bank. In his votes in the 
house of representatives at a former period, and in a 
letter addressed to his constituents in. 1822, which 
was extensively republished, he had manitested and 
declared these opinions in the strongest manner. Ip 
his letter to Mr. Shetrod Williams, in 1836, it is 
true he said he would not withhold bis signature, if 
elected president, from à bill, with proper modifiea- 
tions and westriclions, chartering a bank, provided 
such an institution, after a fair and full experiment 
ol other expedients, should be shown to be necessary 
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for the management ol the publie revenue; and pro- 
vided, also, there should be decided and nnequivocal 
manifestations of the opinion of the country in favor 
of it. The qualifications and provisns with which he 
so carefully surrounded his answer, evidently left 
him uncommitted on the question, and taken in 
coanexion with his former well known opinions, 
produced in Virginia at least, a very general impres- 
sion, among those who supported his election, that 
the bent of bis own mind was strongly against a 
national bank. At the same time, the opinions on 
this question of the distinguished and patriotic indi- 
` vidual presented for the second office in the govern- 
ment, and who has since been called to its head, 
were well known, and must of necessity bave en- 
tered into the consideration of the nation; as the 
casting vote in (his body, with which he would be 
invested as vice president, as well as the contingen- 
cy, (by no means an improbable one, under the cir- 
cumstances of the case), which has since devolved 
on him the office of chief inagistrate, gave to those 
opinions the highest practical importance. His un- 
varying opposition to a national bank, on the ground 
of its unconstitutionality, had been vooched by the 
public history and recnrds of the government, in the 
eyes of the nation, for near a quarter of a century. 

[Mr. Cray here rose and called Mr. Rives to 
order, affirming it to be a violation of order to refer 
to the opinions of the president on a pending sub- 
ject of deliberation.] 

Mr. Riva said the senator fiom Kentucky had 
certainly mistaken his purpose. He was making 
an historical review of the circumstances attending 
the late presidential election. in reference to an is- 
sue alleged to have been made and decided in that 
election. It was in that connexion only that he re- 
ferred to the past opinions of the president on this 
question of a national bank, as known to the whole 
country; and in that connexion it was surely both 
his right and his duty, if he thought proper to do so, 
tospeak of them. He did not speak of what might 
or might not be the present opinions of the president, 
and least of all did he make any reference to his 
opinions with a view of producing any effect on the 
independent action and free deliberations of this 
body. 

[Some further conversation ensued on [he qnes- 
tion of order, when the president of the senate de- 
cided that the remarks of Mr. RtvEs were in order.] 

Mr. Rrvss proceeded. I think, therefore, Mr. 
President, there is no sufficient ground for saying 
that the question of the constitutional power of con- 
gress to establish a national bank was decided in the 
late presidential election I bave seen with regret 
the persevering efforts that are made to occlude the 
liberty of private judgment, by holding up this ques- 
tion as one finally closed and settled by the most 
authoritative sanctions. Great names are arrayed; 
and I have seen this morning the name of Mr. Jef- 
ferson, who was all his life an unyielding and un- 
compromising opponent of a national bank, brought 
forward to sustain it. A statement is produced, from 
what source 1 know not, nar is i my purpose to 
question in any manner the respectability of it, that 
Mr. Jefferson, in a conversation with Mr. W. A. 
Burwell, of Virginia, in the spring of 1811, after 
the refusal of congress to recharter the first bank of 
the United States, declared that he considered the 
qnestion of its constitutionality as having been de- 
Jinitively settled. Now. sir, the published writing of 
Mr. Jefferson show that three years alter that time 
he did, indeed, consider the question of the con- 
slitutionality of a bank of the United States as set- 
tled, but as settled against its constitutionality. [n 
a letler to Mr. Eppes, lated the 6th November, 1813, 
he uses this emphatic language: “After the solemn 
decision of congress against the renewal of the char- 
ter of the bank of tlie United States, and the grounds 
of that decision, (the want of constitutional power), 
Ihad imagined that question. al resi, and that no 
more applications would be made to them for the 
incorporation of banks." 

The truth. is, Mr. President, that this mooted 
question has received different decisions at the 
hands of the people and their representatives, at dif- 
ferent times; ind it probably gives rise to as much 
difference of opininn at this as at any former period 
of our hislory. Iit has been settled one way at 
one time, it has been settled another way at another 
time; the result of which is, thal it is yet an unset- 
Hed and open question, and will probably ever re- 
main so,in the public judgment. I will not un- 
dertake to say on which side of it a majority of the 
nation are at this moment. All must admit that a 
very large and patriotic portion of the nation, (pro- 
bably, a moiety, at least), yet maiutain the me. 
gative. In this divided and nicely balanced state of 
public opinion on a. fundamental question of power, 
and ohe, tuo, which has never failed to excite a pro- 
found sensation through the mass of the people, is it 
not the part of true policy and wisdom to avoid the 


disputed question, when the same practical results 
can be attsined in the mode proposed by the secre- 
tary of the treasury? I would appeal to honorable 
gentlemen on this side ot the house, and ask if they 
are not willing to show as much consideration for 
the honest and conscientious convictions of a large 
hody of their fellow citizens, in regard to tbe sacred 
boundaries of the constitution, as they have shown, 
in the case of the northeastern boundary, to the 
shallow and unfounded claims of a foreign power, in 
regard to the limits of the national domain, by ab- 
staining from the disputed territory. 

Mr. Rives said that in our very origin asa nation, 
in the history of that great struggle which had dis- 
solved the British empire, we had a monitory lesson 
on the danger of extreme assertions of power, which 
ought not to be forgotten. That glorious and ever- 
memorable contest had arisen on the abstract right 
of the British parliament totax the colonies without 
their consent. So long as the colonies were permit- 
ted to tax themselves, in the joyous pride and vo- 
luntary generosity of freemen they poured ont their 
treasure, with unstinted abundance, into the lap of 
the mother country. But, in an evil hour, the 
scheme was conceived of taxing them without their 
consent. The “dignily of the crown and the konor 


of parliament,” it was said, required the assertion of 


the power, The stamp act was passed and repealed. 
Port duties, as they were called, were (hen impos- 
ed; but the colonies, planting themselves on the im- 
perishable principle of British liberty—the free con- 
sent of the people, through their representatives, to 
the imposition of taxes—remonstrated, and again 
prevailed. Of the six port duties which had been 
imposed by parliament, all were repealed except 
the miserable duty of three pence a pound on tea; 
and that was continued, not lor revenue, for it yield- 
ed none, but as az assertion of the legislative supre- 
macy of the British parliament over the colonies.— 
“It was by such management as this,” in the magni- 
ficent language of Burke, “by the irresistible opera- 
tions of feeble councils, that so paltry a sum as three 
pence in the eyes of a financier, so insignificant an 
article as tea in the eyes of a philosopher, shook and 
finally dissolved the pillars of a commercial empire 
that cireled the whole globe.” 


Shall we follow so ill-fated an example, and insist 
on the power of establishing branches of the propos- 
ed fiscal bank within the limits of the states, wilhoul 
their assent, as an asssertion of the legislative supre- 
many of congress, when there is reason to believe 
that every practicable object can be obtained with- 
out such assertion? Will gentlemen permit me lo 
commend to them (he example and the language of 
the great man whose name I have just mentioned, 
in the similar circumstance in which he was placed? 
Like themselves, in regard to the power of congress 
to establish branches for the proposed bank in the 
states without their consent, he held, in the most 
unqualified manner, the abstract right of the British 
parliament to tax the colonies. As a member of 
the Rockingham adininistration, he had concurred 
fully in the declaratory act which affirmed that right. 
But when it came to the question of carying out the 
power in practice, against the remonstrances of the 
colonies, he opposed it with all the mighty weight of 
nis eloquence and wisdom. He said he resolved 
that day to have nothing todo with the right of taxa- 
tion—it was less than nothing in hia consideration— 
he looked to the policy of the question—lo practical 
results. On the question of the right of taxation, (as 
in this country on the question of the constitutional 
power of congress to create a national bank), he 
found opinions divided and perplexed—great names 
militate against each other in that field—high and 
revercnd autlioritiea lift up their heads on both sides, 
and there was no sure footing on tbat ground. It 
was— 

“The great Serbonian bog, 
Where armies whole have sunk.” 

“The question, therefore,” said he, “ia not what a 
lawyer shall tell me I may do, but what wisdom, 
prudence, reason, tell ine 1 ougAl todo. What avails 
the strictness of my legal title, if by its assertion J 
lose my suit?" These, indeed, were words of so- 
berness and truth. I trust they may be better heed- 
ed now than they were then. I commend them to 
the reflection of patriots and statesinen. 

Mr. Rives said there was another profound and 
important truth—in especial harmony with the ge- 
nius of American instilutions—taught by the wis- 
dom of the same great philosopher and statesman, 
which, lie trusted, honorable senators would pardon 
tun lor recalling to their recollection. It was this: 
that “the sonstant aim of every wise public council 
ought to be to find out by cautious experiments, by 
cool and rational endeavors, with how litlle, not how 
much” power, goveruments could be conducted, and 
the affaiis ol nalions be administered. Why, there- 
fore, assert the disputed power of congress in this 


instance, admitting it to exist, till experience shall 
have shown it to be necessary for the successful 
operation of the measure proposed? The honorable 
senator from Kentucky, I well recollect, said Mr. 
R. with that impressive and stirring eloquence which 
so eminently distinguishes him above other men, 
used to approach his political opponents, during the 
administration of general Jackson, with their fond 
assertion of power—ever intent, as he said, on the 
exercise of power, power, ineroroble power. I trust, 
sir, we shall nat fall into the same error now. The 
distinguished senator from Kentucky also had the 
privilege, denied to most of us, of having beard from 
the lips of that true-hearted republican patriot, (Geo. 
Clinton), who then filled the chair you now occupy, 
Mr. President, the memorable words with which he 
accompanied his casting vote against (he bill for re- 
newing the charter of the bank of the United Stalea 
in 1811. The nation caught them as they fell, and 
has cherisbed them since as the oracles of wisdom. 
“In the course of a long life," said he, “I have found 
that goverument is not to be slrengthened by the as- 
sumption of doubtful powers, but by a wise and en- 
ergetic execution of those which are incontestnble; 
the former never fails to produce suspicion and dis- 
trust, whilst the latter inspires respect and confi- 
dence.” 

; My firm conviction, said Mr, Rives, is, that if the 
institution now proposed to be created shall he plant- 
ed on the “incontestuble” ground suggested by the 
secrelaiy of the treasury, sustained and fostered by 
the assent and good will of the states, it will be far 
stronger and more efficient to every useful end, than 
if it be borne along by the strong arm of the gene- 
ral government, thrusting il upon the states without 
their consent, and in despite of their objections. A 
proceeding of this sort necessarily begets opposi- 
tion. A party war will be commenced upon it at 
the threshold, and its whole existence will be one 
of agitation and contest. On the conlrary, if you 
refer the establishment of branches lo the assent of 
the states within whose limits they are to be placed, 
they will not merely be admitted, but they will be 
invited wherever the publie interest shall call for 
then. You disarm at once ihe jealousies of state 
sovereignty. You place your institulion under the 
safeguard of state honor, and under that moral pro- 
tection of public sentinent which is far more pow- 
erful thap the stern mandate of the law. If any of the 
states should withhold their assent from the eslab- 
lishment of offices of discount and deposile, where 
they may be deemed necessary for the purposes of 
the institution, the amendinent I have offered con- 
tains an alternative provision for the establishment 
of limited agencies, which would meet the chief ex- 
gencies of the public service and the leading com- 
toercial wants ot the union, and which, under a re- 
cent decision of the supreme conrt of the United 
States, (in the case of the bank of Augusta, vs. 
Earle), might be established in the states without a 
formal act of consent on their part, their assent be- 
ing presumed (till the contrary is declared) from the 
general comity of nations. 

With these provisions, adapled to every probable 
contingency, I feel persuaded, said Mr. Rives, that 
the proposed institution would work well—smooth- 
ly, harmoniously, efficiently. Iam far from plac- 
ing any poor opinions of mine in competition with 
the sagacity and experience of the senator from 
Kentucky but, like himself, ] have conferred with 
some able practical men, and they give me assu- 
rance of its feasibility and success. The secretary 
of the treasury, foo, whose special province it is to 
collect information on these subjects from the most 
approved sourcea, and to frame his plaus with cau- 
tion and care, has, in his official presentation of the 
plan contemplated by (he amendment, given us 
every reasonable warren in advance of its capacity 
lo meet the wants of the government and the coun- 
try. 

"Mr. Rives said (he history of the two former 
banks of the United States ought to be full of in- 
struction to us, and suggest some important reflec- 
tions for our guidance on the present occasion. I do 
not now mean to inquire into the true measure of the 
benefits they may have rendered (he country. In 
this respect, I should be found to differ from some 
ol my honorable friends on this side ol the house, 
especially as to the last bank of the United States, 
which [ believe was the author of full as much evil 
as good to the nation. But, admit their benefits to 
the public to have been as great as their warmest 
champions have at any time, claimed for them, yet 
one fact remains incontestably established by the 
history of the country. Both of them, at the expi- 
ration of their charters, went down amid a storm of 
publie odium and indignation, sinking millions. of 
the national capital in the convulsive struggles of 
their dissolution, and obliterating for a tiine every 
sense of the benefits they may have rendered to the 
country in the deep fecling of political hostility of 
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which they were the object. To avoid the reeur- 
rence of similar mischlefs hereafter, the institution 
now proposed to be created must be founded on dif- 
ferent principles. You must especially avoid the 
original sin in the charters of the two former 
banks, by planting this on constitutional ground 
not liable to plausible objection, and by abstain- 
ing, in its organization, from any violation of 
the sovereignty of the states, or gratuitous offence 
to state pride. You must change its character. In- 
stead of a commercial, trading, speculating, stock- 
jobbing bank, you must make it what its name im- 
ports—a fiscal bank—charged primarily with the 
collection, transmission and disbursement of the puh- 
lic revenue, but exerting incidentally an important 
and salutary influence on the general currency of the 
country. In short, sir, 1 would have it as unlike as 
possible the late bank of the United States. I would 
profit of the sober suggestions of such financiers as 
Mr. Gallatin and Mr. Appleton, who, in their late 
publications on the subject of the currency, have laid 
the country under obligations to their wisdom and 
patriotism. 

I acknowledge, sir, with pleasure, the many valu- 
able iinprovements and new securities engrafted 
upon the bill now before us by the secretary of the 
treasury and by the honorable senator from Kep- 
lucky, (Mr. Cray). With that distingnished sena- 
tor, I heartily concur in the exclusion from the bill 
of the suggested application of the fourth instalment 
of the surplus revenue of 1836 to a subscription for 
stock in the bank on behall of the states. With 
him, too, 1 cordially concur in the propriety of cut- 
ting off, by the restriction he proposes, the possibi- 
lity of any transactions of a business character be- 
tween the bank here aud members of congress or 
officers of the government. 
the officers of the bank; the provisions for a large 
publicity in regard to the condition, operations and 
accounts of the bank; the narrower limitation than 
usual imposed on the amount of loans and dis- 
counts; and last, though not least, the non-renew- 
ability of notes and other evidences of debt dis- 
counted, (though I should have preferred a much 
shorter term than one hundred and eighty days for 
them to run)—Aall these are great merits im the ori- 
ginal plan of the secretary or the amendments of the 
senator irom Kentucky. But yet one thing remains 
of infinitely higher importance, in my humble judg- 
ment, than all the rest, to conciliate the public con- 
fidence and support, and to secure to this new in- 
stitution a career of extended, useful and harmoni- 
ous Operation. Assert no odious or questiorable 
power in its creation. Do not implant in it, at its 
birth, a principle of contestation and force. Let it 
have the free and consentaneous support of all the 
elements of our mixed institutions—of state and 
of federal power harmoniously blended. Thus, 
and thus only, will it become, what all must wish 
to see it, a national, and not a party institution, 
shielded by public opinion from those fierce politi- 
cal storms which inarred the usefulness and finally 
overwhelmed in violent convulsions both of its pre- 
decessors. 

Mr. Cray, of Kentucky, addressed the senate as 
follows: 

I regret extremely that the senator from Virginia 
(Mr. Rives) has felt himself constrained, by a sense 
of duty, to submit this amendment. No good, no- 
thing, 1 fear, but unmixed mischief, can come out 
of it, althongh I am quite sure tbis is far Irom the 
intention of the senator. ‘The people want at our 
hands a bank, a real, old-fashioned bank—such an 
one as they and theirlathers have tried and expe- 
rienced the benefits of. Now the institution, the 
proper organization of which we are considering, is 
to be a national bank or a local bank. If it is to be 
a oational bank, we have the power to make it, or 
we have not. If we have the power, if the states 
have already consented in the constitution, to the es- 
tablishment of a national bank, no further or other 
consent from tbem is necessary. Indeed, if they 
have not already given their assent in the constitu- 
tion, they cannot give it in any mode other than 


A similar exclusion of | 


Virginia proposes is, manifestly, a mere local bank | amendment, that, when an office of discount and 
ofthe District of Colombia. The senator migbt | deposite is once established in a state with the con- 
have spared himself some time in proving the pow- |sent of the state, “the office shall not be withdrawn 
er of congress to establish such a bank. There can | without the assent of congress." Now, if your 
be no doubt of the existence of such a power. [t | power be incompetent to plant an office of discount 
has been again aud again exercised, in the charter- | aud deposite within the limits of a state without the 
ing of the Bank of Washington, the Bank of the | consent of the state, how, after it is put there, can 
Metropolis, the Patriotic and other banks. Any|you hold and maintain it there in spite of and 
one of those banks might have asked the permis- | against the will of the state? 
sion of a state to establish a branch within its bor- | [Here Mr. Rives interposed and said thal, il was 
ders. The bank under consideration, if amended |a part of the compact made between the sovereign 
a3 proposed, would not essentially differ from them, | state and the bank.] Ne 
except in the magnitude of its capital and the inte- | Mr. Cray continued. Suppose it is, whence do 
rest which the governinent takes in it. you derive yourauthority to enforce any contract 
Assuming the existence ot the power as a settled | made between a sovereign state and a corporation? 
and legitimate power, it ought to be exercised for | If you are forbidden by the constitution to place a 
the benefit of the whole union; and it ought to be so | branch in a state, can you delegate such an authority? 
exercised, without soliciting any further consent Cau you, in other words, delegate what you have 
from the states. Ifit be a federal power—if it be | not to a corporation. Forbidden to effect an object, 
granted in the constitution, upon what possible directly, can you achieve it indirectly? — 
ground of principle can we place our justification| The project of the senator from Virginia proceeds 
for not exercising the power, without the previous | npon the supposition that the constitution has not 
consent of the states, to be expressed hereafter in | granted any power to congress to establish a nation- 
separate acts? —And if we established the rule that, |al bank. If, therefore, a branch is admitted within 
prior to the exercise of the constitational power to | a state, itis there in virtue of tbe will, ander the 
establish a bank, we must obtain the consent of the | authority of the laws, and subject to the jurisdic- 
states, what are the limitations, if any, to the rule? | tion of that state. It is consequently amenable to 
Must we not ask the previous consent of the states | and may be dealt with by,the power of the state 
in every instance of the exercise of powers grant- | according to the pleasure of the state. 
ed in the constitution tn the federal governmenti— | The senator inquired if it were not competent lo 
If we propose to establish a post office ora rail Great Britain to admit if she pleased the establish- 
route, in a state, or to lay and collect taxes, or to | ment of a branch or office of a bank of the United 
perform any other federal duty appertaining to this | States within her limits? Most undoubtedly she 
government, must we not solicit the previous con- | may; and it would be an analogous case to the ad- 
sent of the states? mission of such a branch by a state. Upon the sup- 
The senator from Virginia argues that, in mak- ! position of the admission of such a branch, would 
ing such a bank as he wishes, we only forbear to | it not be subject tothe parliament of Great Britain? 
exercise the power, if we haveit, to establish a na- | Could the fact, that the corporation whose branch 
tional bank; that, forbearance to exercise is. no| was thus received was created by a foreign sove- 
abandonment of the power; and that, if Ais bank | reignty, exert any restraint upon the power of the 
does not work well we can hereafter resume the | British parliament in dealing as it pleased witli the 
power and make another bank. It is very true leien or emigrant branch which it had thus receiv- 
that, in consenting to make sucha bank as he pro- jed? The hranch located within the state by the 
poses, we do forbear to exercise the power to es- | consent of the state, to all intents and purposes 
tablish a national bank; for there is quite as much | would be a local institution, governed by the local 
ditference between his bank aad a national, as there | laws. That, 1 thiok, would be the case of any 
is between any other local bank; any state bank, | branch unconditionaily admitted by the legislature 
and a national bank. Just as much difference as of a state. But if you organize a bank within 
there is between a bank of the District of Columbia | this District, and in the terms of its charter an- 
and a bank of the United States. Asa general pro- | nonnce to the states that branches can only be ad- 
position, it may he true that forbearance to exer- | mitted within their limits by theirconsent and au- 
cise power is not tantamount to the surrender of | thority, you necessarily invoke tbe several states 
the power. But there may be, on the other hand, | to deliberate on the question of admission which 
a case of such marked and peculiar character that | they are thus called npon to decide. And if they 
the voluntary forbearance to exercise a given power | may consent or not consent, according to their op- 
amounts to a virtual surrender of that power. And |tion, they may consent absolutely or upon condi- 
I think the bank question is such a case. It has | tions, according to the views which they may bap- 
been contesled for fifty years, and variously decid- | pen to take, not of the interest of the whole union, 
ed. During the last eight or ten years the contest | but, of their several communities. Thus a power 
has been conducted with the greatest zeal and ear- | which, if it exist, beyond all question was delegat- 
restness, nnt to say bitterness. The defeated party, | ed for the general good, and to be exercised by the 
not much shortof a moiety of the nation, stoutly de- | senate and house of representatives of the United 
nies, as a party, the power. Now, if the triumphant | States in congress assembled, is devolved upon each 
party, at the close of the contest, refusesto exercise | of. twenty-six state sovereignties, to be executed 
the power, will it not be hereafter construed as a | according to their respective opinions of the inte- 
virtual or implied relinquishment of the power? If | rests of each of them. 
that party, moreover, declining to exercise the pow-| And can it be doubted that the consent of the se- 
er, puts forth in lieu, but in the name of a national | veral states (il indeed any of them did consent) 
bank, atickety, imbecile, incompetent local bank, wonld be coupled with various restrictions and 
which, I think, cannot fail to disappoint the hopes | conditions, according to what they might deem best 
and expectations of the people, how could you af- [es their several communities? The taxing power 
terwards resume the relinquished power? Why, | would probably be insisted upon by all of them. 
the people would become so disgusted with the ve-| The bank would be told, yes, you may establish 
ry name ofa bank ol the United States, that they |a branch, but you must pay the same tax that the 
would not allow you to resume the power. The |local banks are subject to. We cannot receive a 
senator tells ns that il Ais experiment fail, we may [stranger within our borders and let him fare better 
then make a bank alter the old model. Why, sir, | than the natives. And who could withstand the 
what have we been struggling against for the last | force of that argument before the people of any 
eight years? Experiment after experiment, until stale in the union? Other conditions wonld be 
our country has been brought to the very brink of | sought to be imposed; such as the nature of the bu- 
ruin. And, at the very moment wben we have not | siness to be transacted by the branch, the rates of 
merely seen land, but got, as all hat hoped, into a | exchange, the denomination of notes, the partici- 
safe port; when storms, and tempests, and experi- | pation of the state authorities in the direction, &c. 
ments were at an end, and the bright sun of hope |A fruitful source ol contention, in some states, 


that which the instrument itself prescribes, accord- | and prosperity was bursting upon our joyful vision, | would be the place of location of the branch; justas 


ing to which there must be the concurrence of three- | the senator from Virginia comes forward and asks 
This, 1 think, is too clear for | us once more to put to sea with him on a distant 


fourths of the states. 
argument. If we have no power to make an undis- 
guised national bank, we ought not to attempt it. 
We ought not to seek to accomplish indirectly 
what we are not authorised or forbidden to do di- 
rectly. This District of ten miles square was plac- 
ed under the jurisdiction of the general government 
that the federal authorities might govern it, not that, 
by means of the local jurisdiction, the whole union 
should be governed nr controlled. We ought not 
to apply a power granted for one purpose to the 
attainment of another purpose, for which it ia not 
granted. 1 do not think, then, that we can estab- 
lish a local bank, and impart to. it national faculties 
or functions. but the bank which the senator Irom 


we have seen the terminus or commencement of a 
canal, or rail road or Macadamized road, distracting 
aud agitating a whole state. 

Another question of great importance would be 
the degree of legal protection which the branches 
would enjoy in the several states which might ad- 
| mit them. Concede the power of congress to es- 
| tablish a national bank, and the right to protect ita 
existence and its operations necessarily results to 
| congress. Deny that power, and it must be wholly 
dependent upon the states. T'he committee have 
inserted in this bill adequate provisions to punish 
counterfeiters of the issues of the bank, and its of- 
ficers, agents and servants, who may embezzle its 
funds. ‘T'hese provisions are valit and will be ef- 
lectual, on the supposition of the cxistence, in the 


and perilous cruise, and to try another experiment! 

The proposition which requires the consent of a 
state within whose limits a branch is placed, pro- 
ceeds upon the erroneous assumption tbat the 
branch is introduced for the sole benefit of a parti- 
cular state. But that is not the case. It is put 
there for the benefit of the union, including the par- 
ticular state. {! the federal power to put it tbere 
exists, it onght to be exercised, for the common 
benefit of the union; if there be no such power, then 
the branch ought not to be clandestinely introduc- 
ed into a state. But do, Mr. President, see how 
advantage is taken of the consenting slate by the 
senaloi's proposed amendment. Hais a part ot that 
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federal government, of a power to establish a na- 
tional bank; but, il no such power exist, or if exist- 
ing, you forbear to execute it, these provisions will 
lose all their force and efficacy. For congress can- 
not, if it is not authorised to establish, or does not 
mean to establish a national bank, pass penal laws 
operating beyond the territory of this District. The 
euactment of penal legislation, operating to deprive 
a man of life or liberty, is the highest imaginable 
exercise of buman authority. Congress cannot ex- 
teni its protection of the banks of the District of 
Columbia beyond the limits of the District into the 
limits of the states. ‘These alone mnst afford them 
protection, or they would there have no legal pro- 
tection. Now, what would be the condition of this 
fiscal bank as to crimes committed against it in the 
states? Inthe states admitting branches? In the 
states refusing the admission of branches? 

My friend from Virginia bas argued to prove 
that congress possesses the power tu make such a 
bank as this is; that when it is brought into exist- 
ence by the authority of congress, its curporate ca- 
pacity is complete; and that congress may invest it 
with the privilege of contracting with the states 
for the introduction of its branches. When intro- 
duced, he thinks the purposes of its institution may 
be accomplished. These is no doubt, I repeat, that 
congress may create snch a bant; but it is, never- 
theless, nothing more nor less than a bank of the 
District of Cotnmbia. If it should have any exte- 
rior action, through officers or agencies sitnate be- 
yond the District, that exterior action would not 
result from the legislation of congress, but fram the 
legislation of the states by which their consent was 
granted to establish these offices or ageucies witbin 
their limits. And the states would have just as 
much a right to allow of these offices or agencies, 
whether there was any grant from congress or not 
to the corporation, in its charter, to establish them. 
For there can be no doubt, I presume, that the 
bank of the Metropolis might now establish such 
an office or agency in any state that would permit, 
notwithstanding the silence of its charter on that 
subject. The Pennsylvania Bank of the United 
Slates, it has been understood, has or had its agen- 


solely upon the toleration of their laws. 

No aincndinent to the charter, made by the com- 
mittee, has commanded from the senator from Vir- 
ginia warmer commendation than that which denies 
to the parent bank all power of disconnting with- 
in the District, and compels it to transact that part 
of the business of banking, through its offices, be- 
yond the District. Considered as a national bank 
with branches, emanating from and prutected with- 
in the states by the national authority, I think that 
feature is worthy of all the senator’s admiration.— 
But if it is to be regarded asa mere District bank, 
springing from tlie power of local legistation posses- 
sed by congress, it would be certainly a most ano- 
malons, if not ridiculous teature. In this view of it, 
congress will have made, in virtne of its local pow- 
er of legislation, a great District bank, which is 
stript of all essential power of banking within the 
District, and transacts all ot its important business 
beyond the boundaries of the District. We shall 
have made a sort of monster, indeed, With a body 
destitnte of life, animation or action where it abides, 
but which may thrown ont all around it into the 
states its long and huge paws or branches to con- 
duct the most extensive operations there! Mr. Pre- 
sident, is this such a national bank as the people of 
the United States expect from congress? 

The senator from Virginia has invoked a spirit 
of concession, compromise and conciliation in our 
deliberations. I believe, sir, that [ have not been 
heretofore fonnd wanting in yielding to the influ- 
ence of such a spirit. But there are some cases of 
principle which admit of no compromise, and I fear 
that this is one. The question is a national hank 
or no national bank, coustitutionally or unconstitu- 
tionally, power or no power. How are these op- 
posite properties or qualities to be reconciled or 
compromised? "There is no mean or middle term 
If yuu cstallisli a really national bank, emanating 
from, sustained and protected by the nower of con- 
gress, and operating within the states without their 
consent or control, those who deny the existence of 
the constitutional power of congress to construct 
such an institution are dissatisfied and think they are 
called npon to yield every thing. And, on the other 
hand, if you establish a mere District bank, with 
branching powera in the states dependent upon 
their will, the friends of the constitutional pawer 
of congress think that you mock the people wilh an 
incompetent institution, and call npon them to sur- 
render every thing. 

And this, it scems to me, is the sort of conecs- 
sion or compromise which the senator from Virgi- 
nia calls upon us to makc—a concession of every 
thing on our side, and nothing on his—a compro- 


| ter that, a new bank of the United States was esta- 
cies in other states, which must have depended | blished, which lasted twenty years. 


mise in which he gets all and givea nothing! We 
were extremely glad, Mr. President, to find the 
honorable senator, although under another respec- 
table flag, uniting witb the whigs to bring abont 
that great change in the administration of the ge- 
neral government which commenced on the 4th of 
March last. Some of us indulged the hope that, 
profiting by the illustrious example of his lamented 
neighbors, Jefferson, Madison and Monroe, he 
might come to the conclusion that the bank power 
was no longer an open or disputable question; but, 
if he could-nut agree with them and us, we hoped 
that other instances, on important measures, of con- 
currence of opinion between ns, might compensate 
for this sote difference. For one, I was disposed 
to leave the senator in the undisturbed possession 
of his opinion, hoping that, if he could not unite 
with us in establishing an effectnal national bank, 
we might do without his vote on that question.— 
But 1 wonld ask him if it be kind or right in him 
to seek to disinrb us in the quiet enjoyment of our 
opinions? Ifhe cannot come to the twenty-six or 
twenty-seven whig senators, who believe that con- 
gress has the constitutionat power to establish a na- 
(ional bank, ought he to endeavor to drag them to 
him? Is not such a process against all the laws of 
gravitation? 

[Here Mr. Rives said the amendment he pro- 
posed was reported by the secretary of the trea- 
sury.] 

That is trne, and the senator is entitled to all the 
benefit he can derive from that fact. I feel quite 
sure, however that the secretary does not entertain 
a different opinion of the constitutional power of 
congress from ours. I must, then, entreat the se- 
nator from Virginia to forbear pressing his amend- 
ment, aod, if be cannot give up his own peculiar 
opinion, to leave us in the undistuibed enjoyment 
of our lopng-cherished convictions. 

He thinks, indeed, that the bank power is a ques- 
tion not so firinly settled, by repeated decisions, as I 
liave supposed itto be. Why, sir, how stands the 
matter? Twenty-seven years ago, Mr. Madison 
considered and treated ìt as a settled question. Af- 


During its ex- 
istence, two decisions of the supreme court of the 
United States, (the bank with the state of Ohio, and 
McCutlough vs. Maryland, involving the taxing and 
penal powera of the states),une, if not both, unani- 
mously prononuced, affirmed the existence of the 
power. In congress, in 1832, a bill passed by con- 
siderable majorities to recharter the bank. Public 
opinion, in all the various modes of its manifesta- 
tion, io tegistative asseanblies and in popular meet- 
ings, has proclaimed the constitutionality and ex- 
pediency of a national bank. It is not true that the 
re-election of gen. Jackson was a decision adverse 
to the bank power; far, in his veto of the recharter, 
he admitted the utility of a bank, and stated that, 
if applied to, he could have furnished a plan. He 
was voted for, therefore, by large numbers—in zny 
personal knowledge, he was by many—under a full 
expectation that, if re-elected, a national bank would 
be established. In the case of Mr. Van Buren’s 
election, the single question of bank or no bank was 
not fairly putin issue. 1t was mixed up with others; 
and one, it not two of his competitors, were not un- 
ilerstood to be unconditionally in favor of the power. 

It has been argned that we must incorporate this 
amendment in the charter, and pass it in that form, 
or we shall gel no bank; and allusions lave been 
distinctly made to opinions entertained elsewhere. 
I do not think that it is compatible with the respect 
which is due to the chief magistrate, or to the dig- 
nity and independence of the senate, (o make such 
allusions, Whatever inferences gentlemen may 
have feit themselves at.liberty to draw, I am per- 
fectly confident that the president has giveu autho- 
rity to no one to say how, in a given contingency, 
he would act. Such a gratuitous intimation, in ad- 
vance, on a question of such delicacy and difficulty, 
I think I am not mistaken when 1 say his sense of 
official propriety would restrain him from making. 
And my confidence in the patriotism and honor ot 
the president, and in his devotion to the cause which 
brought him into power, is so great, that I feel per- 
tectly persuaded that be caunot fail to look at any 
measure which congress may mature, and present 
to his consideration, with an anxious desire, if hie 
can, to conform his judgment to that of the legisla- 
tive department. I will not, for the reason atready 
assigned, advert to the [acts and circumstances on 
which I indulge hope, and from which I draw infer- 
ences variant from those which have been express- 
ed. 

But, sir, ls it quite certain that such a bank as 
the senator from Virginia wnuld alone make it real- 
ly better than no bank? All must feel that the hank 
controversy has had sufficient duration aud sufficient 
bitterness. It should be the desire of all to sec it 


terminated, and harinony once more restored; if not 
forever, at least for a period of twenty years. Pass 
an old fashioned bank, with only such improve- 
inents as experience has clearly demonstrated to be 
necessary; such a hank as the people want and de- 
mand; such as the committee have reported, and I 
believe, in less than six months, that we shall have 
on this subject tranquillity and acquiescence. For, 
sir, notwithstanding threats by onr political oppo- 
nents to attempt to repeal a charter, passed hy ma- 
jorities according to all the requirements of the con- 
stitution, I do not believe that, if it should pass, they 
are gning before the intelligent people of the United 
States npon such a question. I think their sober 
second thoughts wilt restrain them from making 
such an appeal to the moral judgment of mankind. 
But if they do, it is impossible for me to doubt the 
issue of such a contest. 

Are we sure that if we passa bank, whose opera- 
tions are wholly depeadent upon the separate move- 
ment of twenty-six states, we shall secure the de- 
sired repose? I fear not. I fear that such an insti- 
tution witl be but the commencement of our bank 
troubtes; be but the vestibule of the bank controver- 
sy. We shall throw among the people a new apple 
ofdiscord. All the old prejudices against a bank 
will be revived, and they will be aggravated and 
augmented by the new questions and new issues 
with which this perilons scheme is surronnded.— 
Can power be derived to the general government, 
directly or indirectly, by the consent of a state? 
Shall the states consent to tbe admission of branches? 
With or without conditions? Shall they be receiv- 
ed without being liable to the same tax as the local 
banks pay? Shall the bank be allowed to plant them 
wherever it pleases in a state or at a city, to be de- 
signated by the legislatnre? These and other ques- 
tions may agitate and distract this people from 
Maine to Louisiana. They will absorb all other 
political questions, and, I apprehend, completely 
engross the public mind. 1 tremble at the conse- 
qnences, and no inan can foresee the final issue of 
such a tremendous struggle. 

What is to be done ip this unpleasant state of 
things The path of duty lies broad, clear and 
straight before us. We have convictions, strong 
and unshaken convictions, of what onght to he done. 
And these convictions coincide wilh the opinions 
and the wishes of the people. ‘The tbeory of onr 
government, the spirit of all free institutions, and 
the genious of liberty inenlcate that the legislative 
and executive departments of government should 
be independent and uncontrolled in their respective 
spheres of action, the one by the uther. Can we 
give up our deliberate judgments to mere presump- 
tion of what may be the judgment of others? No, 
sir; that is too great a sacrifice to ask of indepen- 
dent freemen, representing independent and en- 
lightened freemen. Our true course is, to mature 
the measure, according to all the lights of our un- 
derstanding, and to the deliberate dictates ot our 
best judgments, and transmit it as perfect as, in our 
consciences, we can make it, to the co-ordinate 
branch of the government. Upon receiving it, his 
duties, his responsibility, his rights wilt accrue; 
aud, among them, the most precious is, that of ex- 
amining the measure with all the freedom and inde- 
pendence which belong to his high station, 

Let us hnpe for concurrence between the two de- 
partments Wu ER but if there should not be 
their disagreement will not be the greatest of public 
calamities—a greater would be a voluntary surren- 
der of sacrifice of the conscientious judginent and 
constitutional independence of the one to the other. 
If, atter both have acted, there shonld be any de- 
velopment of a difference of opinion between them, 
the exact point of difference will be seen; and then, 
in a spirit of mutual liberality and concession, some 
measure may possibly be devised which will obvi- 
ate all difficulties. I will not anticipate any disa- 
greement iu opinion hetween the legislative and ex- 
ecutive authorities; but if it should unfortunately 
occur, it will not be the first instance of the kind, 
nor upon this bank subject, in our history. If, in 
the midst of a disastrous war, president Madison 
and congress could not agree as to the proper orga- 
nization of a bank of the United States, and their 
disagreement did not seriously affect the public in- 
terests, snrely, if, uufortunately, we mnst, I hope 
we imay differ in a season of profound peace, in re- 
spect to the proper constitution of such an institu- 
tion, without the infliction of any irremediable evil 
upon our country. 

Mr. Preston, following Mr. Cray, said: I most 
earnestly hope, Mr. President, that the amendment 
proposed by the senator from Virginia wilt receive 
the sanction of this body. I have given to it all the 
rellection which its importance demand, and it is 
the clear conviction ot my judgment that, all cir- 
cumstances considered, we ought to concur in its 
adoption. 


we a 
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in the &ónsideratlon of this subject, it is indispen- 
sable to look àt the position in which the majority 
is placed, and to be governed in our decision by 
practical results rather than by theoretical opinions. 

‘What, sit, are the circumstances by whieh we are 
surrounded? Aliter a struggle unexampled in the 
istory of parties, in which, for a series of years, 
opposing principles were arrayed against each other, 
the last battle has been fought and the victory won; 
ihe people have pronounced the condemnation of 
ihose measures which have been here so long and 
strenuously resisted; andit now becomes our duty 
to carry their will into effect. 

The incoinpeteney of the state banks fo subserve 
the purposes ot the government, equalize exchanges, 
aud furnish a currency ol uniform value throughout 
the union, was brought in the late canvass promi- 
nently before the people, and urged with great abi- 
lity; aud, although the inclination of my judgment 
was in favor of a fair experiment of (his system un- 
der propitious circumstances, it seem to be the opi- 
nion of high authority that the people have pro- 
nounced its condemnation. 

That the sub-treasury system has also been uni- 
versally and unequivocally condemned can admit of 
uo doubt. It has fallen with its own weight, and 
carried those with it who brought it into being. 

The necessity for some bank agency in carrying 
on the commercial exchanges of the country was, 
however, among the whig paríy, universally admit- 
ted. 1 myseif could not doubt it. It would he 
just as rational to forego the improvements of so- 
ciety, and adhere to the use ofan obsolete language, 
as now, in a commercial age and a commercial 
country,to adhere exclusively to a metallic curreu- 
ey, and forego the facilities of banking agencies.— 
Banks, in some form, have become as indispensabie 
to the commercial world as the atmosphere itsell is 
necessary to animal existence. 

But, afthough the banking agenry is most cer- 
tainly demanded by the people, the form in which 
itshall be exercised may justly admit of some di- 
versity of opinion. 

In this uncertainty on a matter of dctail—a mere 
question as to the best form in which the banking 
power shalf be exercised— we assemble here. The 
president, in liis message, declares his readiness to 
concur in auy measure indicated by the represen- 
tatives of the people, consistent with his constitu- 
tionat obligations: and now to unite in some mea- 
sure for the purpose of carrying into effect the po- 
pular will, becomes our imperative duty. 

Among the means presented for ascertaining the 
best inode to carry the popular will into effect the 
recominendations of that department, specially 
charged with the general finances and currency ot 
the country cannot be pretermitted. 

'The senate having called upon (he secretary of 
the treasury to furnish a plan most suitable in his 
opinion, for remedying (lie evils of a deranged cur- 
rency, he submits his project. lt comes to us, 
therefore, by the authority of law, upon our own 
requisition, and in a manner the most formal. 

‘The plan of the treasury, thus fairly before us, 
has received numerous and essential modificalions 
by the committee to whom it has heen referred, and 
to one of these modifications only the senafor from 
Virginia dissents. 

In either mode, it is believed that most of the ex- 
isting evils will be remedied. Shati we hazard 
their continnance by refraining from the adoption 
of either? Is it expedient, under any circum- 
stances, fo entrust the execution of measures to un- 
willipg hands and adverse opinions? Will slight 
grounds justify a difference among tbose upon 
whose harmuny and union interests of the highest 
magnitude depend? When touch may be accom- 
plished, wili it not be better to forego a possible ad- 
vantage, which can only be gained by the sacrifice 
of that unity of action between the executive and 
legisiative branches of the government, npon which, 
in our complicated system, so many vital interests 
depend? 

Considering, then, the operation of the bill, as 
reported by the committee, and as proposed to be 
modified by the senator from Virginia, I cannot 
think that a case exists which would authorise a 
dillerence among those united together against a 
common evil. 

It is said, however, that the amendment proposed 
by the senator from Virginia is but a continuance 
of those experiments under which tbe country has 
groaned, and which have eventuated in the stagna- 
tion of commerce, the loss of property and a de- 
ranged currency. But, sir, are not many of the 
provisions of the bill, asreported by the committee, 
entirely new? Are they not, therefore, experi- 
ments? Is not the abandonment of a great commer- 
cial emporium, and the location of tlie mother bank 
in the Distriet of Columbia, an experiment? Is not 
the proposed hinitation of 7 per cent. dividends,and 


the application of the surplus as an vailable fund to 
supply a contingent diminution, an experiment?— 
Are there not.other departures from any previous 
inodel, mere experiments, sanctioned, it may be, by 
our judgments now, but remaining to he tested by 
experience? Why, then, the alarmed attempted fo 
be excited against another departure, not, perhaps, 
greater, or more vital than many of those which 
have already been approved? Ail concur in estab- 
lishing a bank of the United States. The existing 
difference is one of mere detail. 1f a probability 
exists that tbe currency caunot be reformed by the 
amendment proposed, are subordinate considera- 
tions to drive us from this object? 

I bring my mind to the single point? Is (he ma- 
chine practical? Will it effect the objects for which 
it is designed? Who will venture to say that it will 
not? The executive branch of the government has 
given its opinion that it will. The senator from 
Virginia concurs in this opinion. I hope it will.— 
Shall 1 then nof try for the sake of harmony and 
peace? Should if succeed, our object is accom- 
plished; heats and dissensions are avoided, and our 
united strength remains unimpaired. The impor- 
tance of this harmony and union is too great, in my 
judgment, to be lightly thrown away. To preserve 
it I would hazard much, endure much. 

What may not be the consequences ofa different 
course? May we not by division and contention 
among ourselves, defer, if not entirely defeat, the 
adoption of measures indispensable to the public 
prosperity, and importunately demanded at our 
hands by a suffering community? May we not 
place the reins of power in the hands of those whose 
former policy bas brought the country to the brink 
of ruin, and whose future action in the same career, 
would, if we may judge from the past, augment the 
national distress, and perpetnate the evils we have 
so long deplored? I confess, sir, I cannot contem- 
plate this contingency without dissoay. I woul 
consider it fraught with unutterable calamity. A 
decaying commerce, a fettered navigation, industry 
every where paralyzed, and distrust pervading the 
union are but the harbingers of ills which may now 
he entailed upon the land. To avoid these results, 
by mutual concession aud liberal forbearance, 
should be regarded as a paramount duty and a com- 
mon object; and to prevent a catastrophe which will 
fill many a patriot with anguish and mortification, 
| shali think myself justified in making almost any 
sacrilice. 

1 have said, sir, fhat I hoped the bill under dis- 
cussion, as modified by the senator from Virginia, 
would be productive of good, It at least comes to 
us recommended by those into whose hands have 
been coinmitted the finances of the country. But 
suppose the worst. Let it even fail in its object. 
Shall we not have gained the benefit of experience? 
Wili not the adoption of some other measure be the 
more apparent? Having made this concession to 
the scruples of (he conscientious, or the fears of the 


more cautious, would not the common feeling of 


the country rise spontaneously and irresistibly to 
the adoption of means by which stability and value 
shall be imparted to the currency of the country? 
if an institution invested with the powers of the old 
bank of the United States should be found by expe- 
rience to be the only expedient by which the essen- 
tial ends of government can be attained, let it, iu 
the name of our common country, be adopted. But 
in the meantime, until this creative necessity shall 
be invincible and apparent, let us not reject the 
trial of the same institution in a modified and some 
less objectionable form. 

At an important crisis, like the present, when 
harmony and union can alone carry. you triumph- 
antly to the attainment of your ends, too much mo- 
deration is, in my judgment, preferable to too much 
rashness, and wisdom dictates to all conciliation and 
forhearance. Is it not better to approach the ob- 
ject of pursuit by advances gradual but certain, 
rather than hazard an irretrievable tailure by a pre- 
cipiate bound? In the consideration of this subject, 
each of us ouglit not to forget that there are others 
whose co-operation is not less essential than our 
own; that something is due to the laudable desire 
which ali must feel to preserve a reputation unim- 
paired for uniformity in opinion and conduct, and 
that every generous, honorable impuise should in- 
cline us fo appreciate the motive which seeks to 
preserve the moral power of an untarnished name, 
and to shun the self-abasement which is often the 
consequence of variable conduct and inconsistent 
opinions. 

Irpelled, then, by that liberality to others which, 
in like circumstances, we should desire to see ex- 
tended to ourselves, let us unite on some common 
ground, and march together in the accomplishinent 
of the objects for which we are convened. 

It is for these reasons that I am induced to give 
a cordial support to the amendinent proposed by the 


senator from Virginia. It promises the attainment 
ol the objects of a fiseal agent, and presents a com- 
mon platform upon which all may unite. 


TWENTY.SEVENTH CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE, 

Augusl 5. Mr. Benton presented the proceedings 
of a large and highly respectable assemblage held 
iu Fauqnier county, Virginia, protesting against 
the extra session as useless and uncalled foi; against 
a national bank, as unconstitutional, aud denying 
that it was made an issue before the people during 
the late presidential election, and maintaining that 
it was their duty to wage deadly and unceasing war 
until its repeal was effected; affirming, at the saine 
time, that congress had fuil power to repeal the 
charter whenever the majority chose to do se; also, 
against the distribution of the proceeds of the pub- 
fic lands, against an increase of the tariff, and 
against a uational debt; and giving thanks to the 
democratic members for their patriotic exertions 
during the present session in endeavoring to resist 
those measures. 

Mr. Benton expressed his full concurrence in the 
sentiments expressed in the document, and he was 
prepared to show, when the proper time came, that 
more decisions had been made against the constitu- 
tionality of a national bank than in its favor. If 
gentlemen wished to express their opinions on this 
subject, they could have an opportunity to do so. 
He wonld move to lay the document on the table, 
and that it be printed. 

Mr. „Archer had no objections to the printing. 
He would not diseuss the subject, as this was not 
i the proper time; when thattime came he shonld he 
| prepared to give his opinions on some of the senti- 
ments contained in the document, It had been 
said that it proceeded from a large and respectable 
portion of the citizens of Fauquier. Without, how- 
ever, denying the proposition, he would only say 
that he had seen in a newspaper published m the 
place where the meeting was held, an express 
avowal that the whole number of persons present 
was only 33, which assertion would scarcely have 
been made without a knowledge of its truth. ‘Three 
of the most conspicuous gentiemen in the neighbor- 
nood, who were present at the meeting, dissented 
from the leading provisions, and withdrew from the 
meeting; and yet it was proposed to send forth 
these resolntions as the sentiments of the people of 
Virginia on some of the most important questions 
that ever came belore any deliberative assembly. 

Mr. Miller contended that, pending the tate pre- 
sidential contest, a national hank was an issue made 
before the people. 1f was not a difference of men 
but of measures, and a vast majority of the people 
had decided in favor of the establishment of a na- 
fional bank. Did senators, when they spoke thus 
earnestly and strongly in favor of a repeal, inean to 
say that no faith nor trust was to be reposed in a 
solemn act of congress? If they did, in what a light 
jmust they present themselves before a Christian 
community and the civilized world. 


Mr. While said thal the praclice of printing pri- 
vate memorials had been growing since he had 
been a meinber of the senate until it had become 
their duty to arrestit. A great expense in that 
way was daily accumulating without any counter- 
vailing advantage to our counsels or to the publie 
interest. He was willing in such vases to make a 
just discrimination, and would vote to print any 
memorial having reference to any specific aud im- 
| portant question of public policy pending before the 
senate, which was drawn in respectful terins and 

with a bona fide purpose. He could not, however, 
consent to print and enrol among the public docu- 
| ments a paper like the present, which purported to 
be a treatise npon matters and things in general, 
inost of which had passed from tbe consideration of 
the senate. If the senator from Missouri wished 
the memorial reterred, and, lo use its own language 
in reference to the report of the secretary of the 
treasury, would ‘dissect’ its various contents, he 
would cheerfully aid in giving the proper disposi- 
tion to the papers, but he would not contribute, by 
his vote, to give consequence to a docuroent which 
attempted to builesque a policy so intimately con- 
nected with the interests nf his constituents as the 
tariff, by a declaration that “the sonth wnuld pay it 
and the north would eat it—a document so hostile 
to the spirit of our institutions as to proclaim in ad- 
vance deadly and implacable war agaiast the con- 
stitutional acts of congress. Mr. W. said he could 
see no merit in the present document to eutitle it 
to more favor than is allowed to the large mass of 
private memorials which are read and reterred with- 

out being printed, 

Mr. „Allen would ask the yeas and uays on the 
question, in order to asceitain what really was tbe 
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opiniva of the majority of the senate in relation to 
the matter. If he understood the remarks of the 
senators, they went to deny the power ol congress 
to repeal laws which had been enacted by its pre- 
decessors; and the people, foiseeing the danger of 
snch political heresies, had asserted the right to tell 
their agents, “If you do this act, we shall change 
our agents and their measures when we obtain a 
majority; and because they thus loudly speak, 
their ageuts insolently arrogated to themselves the 
power to exclude their masters from the right of 
declaring their sentiments; and this was the English 
ot the whole matter. 

Mr. Clay hoped the document would not be print- 
ed. ‘here was no occasion for it, as the subject 
was not now before thero, the bank bill having 
passed the senate. Ifit becarne a law, and the ques- 
tion of repeal was raised, he would have no objec- 
tion to the printing of such documents, and gentle- 
men might come on with their “repeal’’ as soon as 
they pleased; he would meet them on it, and they 
would be frowned down by the universal feelings 
of an indignant community. He moved to lay the 
subject on the table. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, hoped the senator would 
withdraw tbe motion for a moment. 

Mr. Ctay. I will not. 

Mr. Benton. 'ThenI shall move to take it up 
the moinent it is laid down. 

Mr. Clay. Well, get a majority to sustain you, 
if you can. 

Mr. Benton. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays baving been ordered, the vole 
stood lor laying it on the tahle as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clay, of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, lHunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Smith, of Jad. Southard, Tallmadge, 
White, Woodbridge—21, 

NAYS--Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fultoa, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, Smith, of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, Young—20. 

Mr. Benton. I now move to take it up, and give 
notice to the senate, that I will move the proposi- 
tion every morning during the session, till itis taken 
up. He was proceeding to speak ol the subject, 
when 

Mr. Clay called the senator to order, 

Mr. Beaton. Take down the words. 

Mr. Clay. I will take down no words. I make 


the point of order. The member has no right to 
discuss the merits of the question. 

Mr. Benton. can only say that I consider this 
attempt the most portentous 

Mr. Clay. 1 call the senator to order. 

Mr. Benton. Take down the words, Take down 
the words. 

Mr. Clay. The point of order is that ona propo- 
sition to take up, or lay on the table, it is not in 
order to discuss the merit of the subject. 

Mr. Linn would like to know the nature of this 
case, The senator from Missouri, ( Mr. Benton), | 
had moved to print the paper. The senator from | 
Kentucky (Mr. Clay) bad moved to lay the matter 
on the table. Now he considered this motion re- 
lating to the question then before them, which was 
the inotion to print. This had been laid on the ta- 
ble, and the papers now remained belore them, open 
io discussion. He appealed to the president, if that 
was not the case. 

The president so understood it, that it was the 
motion to pria] which had been laid ou the table, 
and this carried with it the paper also. 

Mr. Calhoun said the question was still on the 
memorial; that was not disposed ol, and the senator 
had a right to speak at large on the subject. 

Mr. Walker said the chair had decided different- 
ly on another occasion. The motion to print, being 
laid on the table, dil not carry the paper with if, 
The case of abolition petitions was precisely analo- 

ous, 

E The president drew a maiked distinction in the 
case ol abolition petitions, aud thal before them.— 
The motion to receive in the one case was ordered 
to lie; here, tlie paper has beca received and enter- 
tained. 

Alter some further discussion, in which excite- 
ment was mantlested, hy Messrs. Calhoun, Clay and 
Beaton. 

Mr. Cuthbert asked, even granting the senator 
from Missouri to be out of order—(Mr. Benton, | 
do not allow that)—shonld any thing sute discns 
sion? Was it lair or just? Ile believed that the 
subject was settled belore the body, and regretted 
to see the ebullitions of passion ianilested by the 
senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. Clay (bowing good humoiedly). With all 
due delerence to the opinions ol the senator, I think 
the ebullitious al passion are anatulested. by the 
other side. 


Mr. King gave bis opinion, that the motion to 
print being laid on (he table, did not carry the docu- 
ment with it, and that the senator from Missouri 
had a right to discuss the subject. 

Mr. Benton would not take his seat until the 
chair had decided. 

The chair had decided; if that decision was er- 
roneous, it remained for the senate to decide. 

Mr. Phelps asked if the subject was still debata. 
ble, after the chair had decided, and no appeal was 
taken? 4 

Mr. Beaton appealed from the decision of the 
chair. 

After some remarks by Mr. Tappan, Mr. Clay 
moved to lay the appeal on the table. 

Mr. Benlon. The yeas and nays on that motion. 

Mr. Buchanan asked the nature of the question. 

Mr. Calhoun made a point of order—that an ap- 
peal, being a privileged question, could not be laid 
on the table. 

Alter farther conversation by Messrs. Calhoun, 
Clay, of Kentucky, and Cuthbert, it being fifteen or 
twenty minutes after eleven, 

Mr. Tullmadge suggested to the cbair, whether, 
under the rule, it was now in order, to take up the 
unfinished business. And accordingly this subject 
was then laid over. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, from the committee an 
finance, on leave reported the liouse bill relating to 
duties and drawbacks, with amendments; which 
were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. King, the bill to extend for ten 
years the charter of the Mechanic’s Relief society 
ot Alexandria, was taken up, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, the bill to revive and 
continue in force, the charters of the banks of the 
District of Colombia, was taken up, the motion 
pending being to recommit the bill. 

Mr. Mangum withdrew the motion. 


The question then being on the third reading of 


the bill, after a few remarks by Mr. Benton in op- 
postion, and by Mr. Merrick in favor ol it, it was 
carried by the tollowing vote. 

YEAS-—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Berrlen, 
Choate, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Cuthbert, Dixon, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Huntin ton, 
Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Phelps, Porter, ren- 
tiss, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, White, Woodbury, Young—29.  - r 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Wiliams, Wright, — t5. 

Thus the bill was passed. 

The fortification bill was taken up, the question 
being on its passage. ' 

After brief remarks by Messrs. Prentiss, Preston, 
Mangum and Phelps, the question was decided ia 
the aflirmative, as lollows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay, of Ala- 
bama, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Cuthbert, Dixon, Evans, 


| Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, King, 


Liun, MeRoberts, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Mouton, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Sevicr, Simmons, Smith, ot Ind. Southard, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, Walker, White, Williams, Woodbridge, 
Wright, Young—45. 

i N am Messrs. Calhoun, Nicholson, Pierce, Wood- 
bury—4. 

The navy pension bill was then taken up, as in 
cominittee of the whole. 

The motion pending was the following amend. 
ment oflered by Mr. lValker to the amendment of 
Mr. Woodbury: 

“And provided, also, that (he pensions authorised 
under the act of 30th June, 1834, be, and tlie same 
are bereby, continued in force until otherwise or- 
dered by law.” 

The amendment of Mr. Woodbury was to add to 
the Ist section the following: 

* Provided that no part ol this money shall be ap- 
plied to the payment of any pensions not entitled 
under the acts ol congress as (hey existed prior to 
the year 1837.” 

Mr. Choate rose to address the senate— 

When Mr. Walker withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Choate went into the merits of the amend- 
ment at very considerable length, in which he con- 
tended that (be pensions could not now be withheld 
without manifest injustice to the pensioners, and a 
breach of faith in the government. 

Mr. Woodbury followed at some length in favor 
of his amendment, when a general debate ensued, 
in which Messrs. Huntington, Cuthbert, Evans, 
Wright and IVithams participated 

Mr. ]Fatker then moved to amend the amend- 
ment so as to read— 

©That all widows, or children of all naval officers, 
scamen and inariues now deceased, and entitled to 
receive or take proof of their pensions ander the 
act ol 3d March, 1557, shall receive the same until 


— a 


otherwise directed by law, but no widow or chil- 
dren of any naval officer, seatnan or marine who 
may herealter die, shall be entitled to any pension 
by virtue only of any provision in tbe said act.” 

On this motion, a debate of some length occurred, 
in which Messrs. Sevier, Bates, Woodbury, Prentiss, 
Colhoun, Walker, Mangum, Buchanan and Cuthbert 
took part. 

The question on the adoption of Mr. Walker's 
amendment was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
27, nays 16. 

Mr. Calhoun then moved a proviso to the follow- 
ing effect: that nothing herein cootained shall be so 
constrned as to make the pensions under the act of 
1837 chargeable upon the treasury. 

The question on this motion was decided in the 
negative—yeas 14, nays 29. 

Mr. Williams moved to add a proviso to the ef- 
fect that no pensioner who has received a pension 
for five years shall be entitled to receive under this 
act. 

On this proposition a debate ensued in which 
Messrs. Benton, Mungum, Huntington, Pierce, Wil- 
liams, and others, participated, 

And, tbe question being taken, the vole was as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Falton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Walker, Wil- 
liams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—17. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead Porter, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge; 
White, Woodbridge—26. 

Mr. Williams then moved to amend the bill, by 
adding as a third section the following: 

Sec. 3. Be it enacted, That an act entitled “an act 
for the more equitable administration of the navy 
pension fund,” passed 3d March, 1837, be and the 
same is hereby repealed; and that the amount of 
pensions for disabilities, and to widows, and chil- 
dren of officers, seamen and marines, shall be regu- 
lated by the pay of the navy asit was on tbe tst 
May, 1836, and commence when the proof estab- 
lishing the pension.shall be completed. 

And tbis question was pending when the senate 
adjourned, alter a session of nearly seven hours. 

August 6. The unfinished business of yesterday 
morning was taken up, being in relation to the pro- 
ceedings and resolutions of the meeting of citizens 
of Fauquier county, Virginia, presented by Mr. 
Benton. 

The question pending, was on the motion of Mr. 
Clay, made yesterday, to lay on the table the ap- 
peal from the decision of the chair, which was ta- 
ken by Mr. Benton. 

A discussion on points of order, by various sena- 
tors, arose, and was protracted sometime beyond 
the expiration of the morning hour, and then laid 
over till (o-morrow. 

Mr. Huntington, from the commitlee on com- 
merce, reported the following joint resolution: 

Resolved by the senate and. house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That the seerctary of the treasury be, and he is hereby 
authorised to cause the lighi-boat now stationed at 
Sandy Hook to be removed, and to be placed near 
Bartlet’s reef in Long Island Sound; and to cause the 
light-boat now at Barilet's reef to he removed and 
pluced near Execution rocks in Long Island Sound. 

The navy pension bill was then taken up, and 
after a brief discussion on the amendment offered 
by Mr. IPilliams, of Maine, relating to the intro- 
duction of a third section, going to repeal the act of 
1837, and making the amount of pensions to wi- 
dows and children of officers, seamen and marines 
regulated by the pay of the navy as it was in May, 
1836, in which Messrs. Mangun, Walker and Hil- 
liams participated. 

The question was then taken on its adoption, 
and decided in the negative: yeas 19, nays 28. 

Mr. Calhoun then moved an amendment, to strike 
outall atter the word “now,” and insert a provision 
that the widows and children of officers, seamen 
and marines, now on the pension roll, under the 
act of 1837, shall receive their pensions until otber- 
wise directed by law; but noue shall be hereafler 
aided to the roll, under said act or any other, ex- 
cept those of April 23, 1800, and January 24, 1813, 
and ihe second section of the act of 4th March, 
1814. 

Mr. C. said it mnst be admitted on all hands that 
the pension law of 1837 was not only wrong in 
principle, but a fraud on the pension land; and 
went on to show the defects of the law and the 
abuses which had crept in under it. 

The question having been taken on the amend- 
ment, it was negalived: yeas 20, nays 23. 

Mr. Buchanan then offered an amendment, which 
was adopted, to strike out the words “until other 
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wise directed by law,” and insert “until the close of} | The resolution submitted by Mr. L 


the next session of congress." 

And the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill from the house, “to appropriate the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to grant 
pre-einption rigbts," was taken up. 

Mr. Smiih, of Ind, chairman of the committee on 
public lands, rose and addressed the senate for up- 
wards of two hours, presenting the subject in a 
clear and strong point of view. After Mr. S. bad 
concluded, Mr. Lina suggested the propriety of now 
offering the amendments, and perlecting tbe oill, 
before further discussion. 

Mr, Archer expressed a desire to address the se- 


; du inn some days 
Since, requiring the president to give notice to the 


British governinent, agreeably to the convention of 


1827, putting an end to the treaty for the joint oc- 
enpation of Oregon, was taken up, when Mr. Linn 
announced his intention to offer some few remarks 
on the subject either to-morrow or next day; mean- 
time, he would request that it be passed over in- 
formally, whicb was acquisced in. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Clay, of. Alab. 
relating to the appointment of additionaf cterks in 
tlie land office, aud the grounds on which they were 
appointed, &c. was taken up, and discussed at 
length by Messrs. Smith, of Indiana, Cloy, of Alab. 


nate on the land question, but in consequence of, Linn, Preston, and Benton; when Mr. Preston ot- 


tbe hour, and'there being nominations to be acted 
on, he moved to go into executive session; which 
motion was adopted; and, alter remaining some time 
therein, the senate adjourned. 

August 7. Mr. Buchenan presenfed a memorial 
from dealers in coarse woollens, asking tbat coarse 
wool may be exempted from duty. 

Also, from citizens of the city and county of Phi- 
ladelphia, asking that soda ash and bleaching pow- 
der be admitted free of duty. As those articles 
were excepted, he would move to lay the memo- 
tial on tbe table, 


The senate then proceeded fo the discussion of 
the point of order, the question pending being an 
appeal taken by Mr. Calhoun from a decision of the 
chair, that a motion to lay an appeal on the table 
wss in order. 

On this question a debate of very considerabte 
length ensued, in which Messrs. Clay, Calhoun, 
Evans, Bayard, Prentiss, Walker, Clayton, Buchan- 
an, Linn, King, and others participated. 

The question was then put, “shail the chair be 
austained?" and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay, of Kentucky,Clayton, Evans, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Simmons, Tall- 


madge—9. 

NAYS—Messre. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bayard, 
Penton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, Linn, McRo- 
berts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Prentiss, Rives, Se- 
vier, Smith, of Connectieur, Smith, of Indiana, Stur- 
gem, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
Young—30. 

The next question was, whether, after a subject 
had been laid on the table, the motion to take it up 
was debatable. 

Mr, Clay made a point of order, contending that 
it was not debatable, and had called Mr. Benton 
to order on a preceeding day when about to give 
his reasons for taking up a document. 

Mr. King contended that a senator, under the 
rules, might, to a limited extent, give his reasons 
for wishing to take np a paper that had been laid on 
the fable. 

Mr. Clay said if that rule were to prevail there 
would be no limit to debate on the subject. 

Mr. Clayton said if tbe motion to take up could 
be debated even to a limited extent, then the mo- 
tion to lay on tbe table, which precluded debate, 
would be a mere nullity. 

This question was also debafed at length, when 
the senate decided that it was not bebatable, by 
the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Dates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, 
of Ind. Tallmadge, White, Woodbndze—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mou- 
ton, Nicholson, Smith. of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Woodbury, Wright, Young--13. 

The question then reverted to the original deci- 
sion of the chair, that a motion fo lay the motion 
jo print un the table carried the subject with it, on 
which Mr. Benton had appealed. Alter some eon- 
siderable discussion, the iollowing was put on re- 
cord: 

The president pro tempore announced to the se- 
nate that the question raised by the senator froin 
Missouri (Mr. Linn) did not, in his opinion, pro- 
perly arise on the motion of his eolleague ( Mr. Ben- 
ton) to take up the motion to print, aud was, there- 
fore, not necessarily to be decided. And the deci- 
sion stated on the jouinal of Thursday, as having 
been made on that question, was not intended as a 
general parliamentary rule, but was founded on 
the peculiar state of the question, supposing that 
the paper had been actually laid upon the table by 


| the practice of the senate, as a matter of course, 


| 


and thereupon the appeal was withdrawn. 

The navy pension bill was then read a third time 
and passed. 

And then the senate adjourned. 

August 9. Mr. Choute presented a memorial ask- 
ing (iat eliloride of lites might not be subject to 
duty. 


fered the following amendment which was accept- 
ed, as a modification by Mr. Clay: 

*And the same information, with regard to such 
increase or dimunition during the four years irom 
1829, the four years Irom 1533, and the four years 
from 1837.” 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Buchanan, Smith, of Indiana, King, Preston, and 
others, but before coming to any decision on the 
resolution, it was on motion ot Mr. Smith, of Ind. 
laid upon the table. 

Tbe senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the order of the day, being the bill to appro- 
propriate for a limited period the proceeds of the 
public lands, 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Ind. several amend- 
ments of the committee were adopted. 

Mr. Walker moved the following amendment, to 
be added to the fifth section: 

“And be it furlher cnacted, That the two per 
ceut. of the nett proceeds of the land sold by the 
United States in the state of Mississippi since the 
1st December, 1817, or that may hereafter be sold 
under the act entitled ‘an act to enable the people 
of the western part of Mississippi territory to form 
a constitution aud state government, and for the 
adinission of such state iuto the union on an 
equal footing with the original states,’ ant all 
acts supplementary thereto, reserved for the mak- 
ing of a road or roads leading to said state, be, and 
the same is hereby relinquished to the state of Mis- 
sissippi, payable on the Ist day of May after the 
passage of this act, so farasthe same may then have 
acerued, and qnarteily payable, as the same may ac- 
crue, after said period: Provided, That the legisla- 
fure of said state shall first pass an act declaring 
their acceptance of said reliiquishment in full ot 
said fund, acerued and accruing; and, also, etnbrac- 
iog a provision to be unalterable without the con- 
sent of congress, that the whole of said two per 
cent, fund shall be faithfully applied to the con- 
struction of a rai} road leading from Brandon, in the 
state of Mississippi, fo the eastern boundary of said 
state, in the direction as near as may be, of the 
towns of Salina, Cahawba and Montgomery, in the 
state of Alabama.” 

This was debated at some length by Messrs. 
Walker, Ctay, of Alabama, and Kg, in support, 
and opposed by Messrs. Evans, White and Smith, 
of Indiana. 1t was then adopted: yeas 22, nays 21. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, then moved an amend- 
ment to the same effect in relation to Alabama. 

Which was rejected: yeas 20, nays 22. 

Mr, Culhoun offered the following amendment, 
to be added to the end of the second section: 

* Provided, That nothing hereing contained shall 
be so construed as to convert the distributive shares 
assigned to tlie several states intn a debt due them, 
or to prevent congress from repealing this act 
whenever it shall deem tlie public interest to re- 
quire it, except so far as it may relate to the said 
grants." 

This was advocated by Messrs. Culhoun, Allen, 
and others, and opposed by Messrs. Smith, of Ind. 
Woodbridge aod Phelps. It was then rejected: yeas 
21, nays 25. 

Mr. Mcfuberts moved an amendment, fo add in 
the second section, at the fourth line, after the 
word “Columbia,” the words “and the territory of 
Wisconsan, lowa and Florida.” 

This was advocated by Messrs. Sevier, Wright 
and Allen, and opposed by Messts. Huntington, 
Clay and Smith, of Indiana, on the ground that the 
government paid the civil expenses of the territories, 
aoe also made appropriations for their schools, pub- 
lic buildings, roads, &c. and also that, by the deeds 
of cession, the lands were granted to the states. 

Mr. IVoodbridge also opposed it, and Mr. Bu 
chanan said he shonld be induced to vote against it, 
in compliance witli bis instruetions. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and rejected: yeas 20, nays 26. 

And, after a session of near seven hours, the se- 
nate adjourned. 

Jugust 10. Me. Smith, of Indiana, presented a 
petihon of captains and owners of steamboats and 


others, interested in the trade and Prosperity of the 
whole country generally, and particularly of the 
western states, very numerously signed, in favor of 
the improvement of the navigation of the Ohio ri- 
ver, at the falls, by the construction ot 3 canal on 
| the Indiana side of the river. Laid on the table, 
Ou motion of Mr. Erans, two hundred copies of 
house bill relating to duties and drawbacks were 
ordered to be printed. 
Mr. Benton moved to take up the document pre- 
sented by him some mornings since, containing the 
| proceedings of the meeting at Fanquier county, 
| which had created the debate on the point of order 


3 appesls from the decision of the chair. 
l 


The motion having heen agreed to, Mr. Benton 
moved that it be printed. 

Mr. Clay asked the yeas and nays on the question; 
and it was decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Sevier, Sinith 
of Connecticut, Sturzeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien 
Choat:e, Clay, of Kentucky, Dixon, d 
Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps 
Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith, of Ind. Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, Woedhridge—23. i 

The bili repealing the sub-treasury 
passed in the house with amendments, 

Mr. Clay moved that the bill and amendinents be 
referred to the committee on finance, wbich motion 
was adopted, aml, on motion of Mr. Tappan, the 
atcendinents were ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Huntington asked the senate to indulge him 
in taking up the joint resolution relating to the 
light-boats now stationed ai Sandy Hook and Bart- 
lett’s Reel, as it would occupy butamoment. The 
motion having been agreed to, Mr. H. explained 
the object of the resolution, which was a mere 
change of location of the boats on the recoinmenda- 
tion of experienced pilnts and navigators. Mr. H. 
then offered an amendment to come in at the end 
of the resolution, which was adopted, and the reso- 
tution ordered to be engrossed. 


On motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, the senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the special order, 
being the bill to appropriate tbe proceeds of the 
publie lands, and to grant pre-emption rights. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, moved to strike out in the 
Ath line ol the Ist section the words “in the year of 
out Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-one,” 
and insert, “next ensuing the complete payment of 
the public debt that has been, or may be herealter 
contracted under any act of the United States.” ` 

Mr. C. grounded this amendment on the objec- 
tions which he entertained to any distrihution of 
tlie proceeds of the public lands while the country 
was in debt and bills lor additional taxation pend- 
ing before the legislature, 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, said the amendment was 
fair and honest—it was made with a view to deteat 
the bill, and the question was simply bill or no bill 
distribution or no distribution. , 

Mr, Cluy, of Alabama, said his Proposition did 
not go to the defeat of the bill, but simply to make 
it take effect aiter the country was out of debt. 

Mr. Calhoun spoke for some time in favor of the 
amendinent, in which he went into the subject of 
the finances of the country. 

Mr. Clay repled at some length, touching also the 
finances, and denying that the bill would be any 
violation of the compromise act. 

The debate was then further continued between 
Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, Rives, Ctay, of Ala. Smith, 
of Ind. Woodbury, Wright, Linn, Buchanan and 
Woodbridge. 

When the question was taken on the amendment, 
and decided in the negative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabama, Cuthhert, Fulton, King, Linn, MeRoherts, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Con. 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, W right—19. 

NAYS—Mesers, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bavard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, [enderson, Huntington; Kerr, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Simmons, Sinith, of Lad. Tallmadge, White, 
Wood bridge—27. li 

Mr. Clay, ol Alabama, then moved to amend the 
bill by inserting in the 2d section, line 10, alter the 
word “states,” the words “and such sums as may 
be paid to any Indian tribe for the purchase of any 
portion of the publie lands.” 

On this amendment the question was taken with- 
out debate, and decided in the negative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Ala. Cutbhert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRo- 
berts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smiih, of 
Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, Young—21. 

NAYsS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bavard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, ot Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 


Evans, Graham, 


having been 
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Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, 
Morelicad, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss Preston, Rives, 
Smith, of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—26. 

Mr. McRoberts moved to strike from the bill that 
clause whieh prevented the grant of pre-emption 
rights until after the surveys shall have been made. 
Mr. McR. thought that clause manifestly unjust; 
surveys might be delayed improperly. i 

The amendment was debated by Messrs. Smith, 
of Indiana, Liun, Young, Porter and Huntington, 
and on the question being taken on the amendment, 
it was decided in the negative, as follows; 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulion, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Monton, Nicholson, Pierce, Porter, Smith, of Conn. 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge. Tappan, Walker, White, Wil- 
hams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Sim- 
mons, Smith, ol Ind. Southard, Woodhridge—24. 

Mr. Young then moved to strike out that clause 
which related to the exclusion of aliens. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, explained that the bill siim- 
ply required the alien to have filed his declaration 
ol intention to become a citizen, as required by the 
naturalization laws, to give him all tlie rights under 
tlie bill, 

When the question was taken on the amendment, 
ard decided in the negative, as follows: 

Y EAS— Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, Me Roberis, 
Monton, Pierce, Smith, of Connecticut, Stureeon, Tall- 
madge, Tappan, Walker, White, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps. Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Sim- 
mons, Smith, of Led. Southard, Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. Nicholson then moved to exclude the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the vacant and unappropriated 
lands in the state of Tennessee, relinquished to that 
state on certain conditions. 

Alter some remarks fiom Messrs. Clay, White and 
Nicholson, the question was taken, and the ameud- 
ment was decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wood- 
bridge, Woodbury, Young—2l. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, White—27. P 

Mr. Graham then moved to amend the bill so as 
to place among the deduclions from the nett pro- 
ceeds to be distributed *any sums apparently due 
to the United States as balances of debts growing 
out of the transactions of the revolutionary war." 

This proposition was debated at some length by 
Messrs. Graham, Calhoun, Ciny, Tappan, Tall- 
madge and others, and, the question being taken, it 
was determined in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, ot. Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Heuderson, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith, of Iud. Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
Woodbridge-—27. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Calhoun, 
Clav, of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Connec- 
üicut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury—19. i 

Mr. Fouug then moved fo add to the bill addi- 
tional sections, embracing the graduation principle, 
and the right of the states to tax the public lands 
when sold, instead of allowing them to be exempt 
for five years, as they are under the present com- 

act. 

n This was debated al some length hy Messrs. 
White, Young, Beaton and others. A motion was 
then wade to adjourn, but failed: ayes IS, nays 19. 

The debate was further continued, and then the 
senate adjourned without taking any question. 

August U1. Mr. Smith, of ludiana, ollered a re- 
solution instructing the committee on post oflices 
and post roads to inquire iuto. the expediency of 
providing by law, at the present session, to enable 
the post office departinent to hquidate the ducs trom 


it, 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, offered a resolution inquir- 
ing of ihe secretary ot the treasury why he has not 
laid before the senate the information, in compliance 
with a resolution passed last session, calling for the 
issues of scrip, connected with military land war- 
rants. 

Both resolutions lie over one day. 

‘The president laid. before the senate a communi- 
cation Irom the secretary ol the treasury, in compli» 


atice with a resolntion of the senate, giving a list of 
all articles itaported duty free, or bearing a less duty 
than twenty per cent. ad valorem, with the amount 
of duties paid on, and valne of, those articles in 
1837, '88 and 739: which was laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Calhoun offered resolutions of a highly re- 
spectable meeting of 1sle of Wight county, Virginia, 
conderaning in strong terms a national bank, distri- 
bution, &e. and maintained the right of “repeal” of 
the bank. He moved the printing of the resolutions, 
which was negatived, yeas 19, nays 20. 

The papers were, after some remarks by Messrs. 
Calhoun, Benton, Cloy, of Ky. Arcker and Clay, of 
Alabama, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, of Ky. the senate took 
up the bill for the repeat of the aub-treasury. The 

| question being on concurring in the amendments of 
the house of representatives. 

After some remarks by Messrs. Clay, of Ky. and 
Calhoun, Mr. Calhoun moved to postpone the sub- 
ject to Saturday next. 

The postponement was advocated by Messrs. Cal- 
houn and Benton, and opposed by Messrs. Clay, of 
Ky. Preston and Rives, after which the question 
on postponement was taken, and lost, by the follow- 
| ing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ailen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
| Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. 

Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, Young—2t. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Dixon, Evans, Grabani, Henderson. [Iuntington, 
Kerr, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Simmons. Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madee, White, Woodbridge—28. 

‘The question then recurred on the first amend- 
ment ot the liouse, which repeals the act of 1836, 
“to regulate the deposites of the public money,” 
except tlie 13th and 14th sections. 

The amendment was adopted by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith, of 
Ioniana Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, "King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, 
Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Williams, Wood- 
bury, Wright, Young—23. 


The question was then on the second amendment, 
which repeals so much of the act of 14th April, 
1836, making appropriations for the payment of re- 
volutionary and other pensioners, as provides that, 
after the 3d March, 1837, no note of less denomina- 
tion than twenty dollars shall be offered in pay- 
ment by the United States or the post office depart- 
ment. 

This amendment was adopted by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sim- 
mons, Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
Woadbridge—26, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Lion, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, 
Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, Tapan, Walker, Williains, 
Woodbury, Wright, Young—23. 

The title of the hill having been altered so as to 
be for the repeal of the sub-treasury law, and for 
other purposes, the amendments were completed. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, the bill to appropriate 

| the proceeds of the public lands and grant pre-emp- 
| tion rights," was taken up; the question pending 
| being on the amendment of Mr. Young, offered last 
evening, embracing the graduation principle, and 
repealing the law exempting for five years the pub- 
‘hie land, when sold, trom taxation. 
| Alter further debate by Messrs. Smith, of End. 
| McRoberts and Benton, the first division of the 
| amendment was rejected: yeas 16, nays 27. 

The latter part of the ainendment, after remarks 
by Messrs. Smith, of [ud. McRobcrts, and While, 
was rejected: yeas 18, nays 22, 

Mr. Lina moved the amendment, of which he had 
given notice, and which was printed, to strike out 
the first nine sections of the bill, which compose 
the distribution feature, and to insert a provision 
that the nett proceeds of the public lands hereafter 
not required for the expenses and debts of govern- 
ment, shall be applied to the common delence of the 
union, on land and on water, “until the U. States 
ave placed in that state of strength and security 
which is due to the hanor and independence of the 
country, and the protection ot the rights and in- 
terests of ils cilizens;" and this to be in addition 
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to the ordinary aunual appropriation for seth ob- 
jects. 

He took for granted the constitutionality of this 
manner of disposition of the proceeds of the public 
lands, and entered at some length into the nume- 
rous and pressing reasons for its expediency. 

Messrs. Evons, (ia explanation), Smith, of Ind. 
and King, made some further remarks, in the course 
of which, it was intimated that the question of en- 
grossment of the bill would be taken to-morrow. 

The senate then went into executive session. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Thursday, Aug. 5. Mr, Sergeant moved that the 
house resolve itself into committee of the wbole 
on the state of the nnion; but yielded tbe floor to 
Mr. Adams who said he rose to a question of privi- 
lege. A message had been received yesterday from 
the president of the United States, enclosing a 
communication from the French minister to the se- 
cretary of the treasury, retnonstraling against a bill 
pending before congress. The communication had 
been referred and ordered to be printed yesterday 
without being read, and be had not, therefore, been 
aware of its import until this morning. It was a 
matter of great importance, and, had he been aware 
yesterday what its character was, he should not have 
let it pass without expressing his views in regard to 
it. He proposed now to nffer a resolution in some- 
thing like the following terns: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to inform this house by what authority 
the minster from France addressed a communication to 
the secretary of the treasury remonstrating against the 
passage of a bill now pending before congress. 

lt was well known (Mr. A. remarked) to every 
body that understood the relations between civiliz- 
ed governments and nations that the organ of com- 
munication with the French minister was not the 
secretary of the treasury, but the secretary of state. 
The secretary of state was the proper person to 
whom all communications from foreign ministers 
must be made. The impropriety of the proceeding 
was apparent to every one, as was the danger of the 
precedent, if the house sbould suffer itself to be in- 
fluenced in such a manner. 

Mr. Ingersoll suggested, with great respect to Mr. 
„Adams, to let the matter lie over lor a day or two. 
Mr. I. was understood to say that there were only 
a few hours yet remaining tor the consideration of 
the bank bill, and to submit whether it would not 
be better to devote that time to it without interrup- 
tion. 

Mr. Adams briefly pointed out the consequences 
which must result if such a course of proceeding was 
allowed, but disclaimed imputing any hlame to tbe 
executive authorities. 

A long, desultory, and irregular debate follow- 
ed, amidst much confusion, in which many mem- 
bers took part, among whom were Messrs. Adams, 
Ingersoll, Pickens, Turney, Botls, Underwood and 
Fillmore. It ended in laying the whole subject 
on the table, on motion of Mr. Bolts. Yeas 99, 
nays 77, 

On motion of Mr, Sergeant, the house resolved 
itself iuto committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, (Mr. John C. Clark, of New York, in the 
chair), on the bill to incorporate the subscribers to 
a fiscal bank of the United States. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. McClel- 
lan to strike out the enacting clause of the bill. 

Mr. Pope was entitled to the floor, and addresscd 
the cominittee during the hour in favor of the bill, 
but had not quite concluded when the hour had 
elapsed. 

The speoker resumed the chair informally for the 
purpose of receiving a message from the senate 
through A. Dickins, esq. their secretary, informing 
the liouse that the senate had passed a bill to revive 
aud continue in force for ten years an act entitled 
“au act to incorporate the Mechanics’ Relief socie- 
ty of Alexandria." 

Also, the act “making appropriations for vari- 
ous fortifications, far ordnance, and for preventing 
and suppressing Indian hostilities,” with amend- 
ments, 

Also, an act to ‘revive and extend the charters 
of certain banks in the District of Columbia.” 
To all which said bills the senate asked the concur- 
rence ot this house. ‘The chairman then resumed 
his seat. 

Mr. Bidluck followed against the bill. 

Mr. Marshall, of Kentucky, next addressed the 
comtnittee. 

Mr. (Wise, after endorsing in tlie fullest manner 
the positions taken by Mr. M. wenton to show that, 
in relation to tbe constitutional question of the 
power to create a bank, he stood now where he had 
in 1837, and he quoted his former speeches and re- 
solutions to prove this. He had always held that 
congiess had power to create a national bank, but 


—— a 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—AUG. 14, 1841—CONGRESS. 


— 


that it ought not to exercise it till there was a de- 
cisive expression of public sentimentin favor of 
such ap institution. 

Mr. McClellan now withdrew his motion to strike 
out the enacting clause of the bill. 

Mr. Wise objected, inserting that when Mr. 
McC. rose to witlidraw it, Mr. W. was still upon 
the floor. 

Mr. Dean nexl obtained the floor, and renewed 
the motion tostrikeout. He then went into a con- 
stitutional argment against the bill, and conclud- 
ed by a very vehement denunciation of the course 
v ae whig party in introducing and pressing the 
bill. 

Mr. Thompson, of Indiaoa, made an argumenta- 

tive speech, deriving the power from the constitu- 
lion itself, and illustrating this view by tracing 
down the history of the executive decisions in its 
favor from gen. Washington to Mr. Van Buren, and 
even he had not comtaitted himself against the con- 
stitutionality of the bank. He next insisted that the 
people had decided the question, and afterwards dis- 
cussed the expediency ot the bank from tlie existing 
condition of the country, and particularly the great 
west. He comforted himself against all threats of 
repeal by confidence in the people and in the judi- 
ciary. 
Mr. Adams followed, and detailed a number of 
amepdmeots, which, at the proper time, he intend- 
ed to offer: the last of them being a proposal to 
strike from the bill what has been called the com- 
promise clause, in the sixteenth section of the bill; 
wtich he opposed as unconstitutional, inasmuch as 
it proposed that congress sbould abdicate a power 
clearly conferred upon it by the people, and con- 
ferring on state legislatures a power the people had 
never conlerred upon them, viz: toassent or dissent 
to a law ol congress. The amendment, in this re- 
spect, involved an unconstitutional assumption ol 
power. lt contained the whole poison of nullilica- 
tion, and took the government back to the princi- 
ples of the old conlederation. Mr. A. very briefly 
disposed of the constitutional power of congress to 
create a national bank, and then went into a review 
of the former acts of congress on the subject, and 
dwelt on the beneficial effects which had resulted 
from it, and the lesson taught by the evils which had 
ensued when the bank charter expired, and was re- 
tused to be renewed. 

Mr. Jones, of Md. succeeded, and went into a 
very lucid and. conclusive speech on the constitu- 
tional question; atter which, he made some remarks 
on the doctrine of state assent, involved in the com- 
promise clause, to which he seemed rather to incline 
on grounds of expediency. 

After some pretty severe strictures on the sub- 
treasury, he concluded by setting at defiance all at- 
tempts at repeal, as certain to rouse the same public 
indignation which had hurled the late administra- 
tion from power. 

Mr. Ingersoll followed in and ingenious speech 
against the bill. 

Mr. Barnard next addressed the committee ina 
discussion, first, of the general principles of banking, 
its evils, and the appropriate remedies; and then tlie 
application of these principles to the bill. 

Mr. Hunter went into aspeech in which he treat- 
ed the subject of banks in general on principles of 
political economy; their eflects on the distribution 
of the profits of production between capital and la- 
bor. Hespoke then on the compromise clause, which 
he opposed wilh great earnestness. : 

Mr. Pickens obtained the floor, but yielded it to 
Mr. Underwood, who opposed the bill; expressing 
his decided preference tor a bill tor an old fashioned 
bank; contending that, il that conld now be obtained, 
it was better to wait. He proposed several amend- 
ments, wbich he explained. 

On his resuming his seat, loud cries for the rising 
of the committee were uttered, mingled with cries 
of “no—no.” 

Mr. Roosevell obtained to floor. 

A division showed that no quorum was present; 
wherenpon the committee rose and reported that 
fact to the house. 

A motion was made to adjourn. 

Mr. Lewis demanded the yeas and nays. 

Which being taken, disclosed the same fact, that 
no quorum was in the hail. 

And then, at about half past 10 o'clock, the house 
adjourned. 

Friday, Aug. 6. By general consent several peti- 
tions were presented and appropriately referred. 

On motion of Mr. Sergeant, the bouse resolved 
itself into committee of the whole on the state of 
the union (Mr. John C. Clark, of New York, in the 
chair) on the bill to incorporate the subscribers to a 
fiscal bank of the United States. 

The pending question being on the (renewed) 
motion of Mr. Dean, to strike out the enacting 
clause of the. bill. 
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Mr. Roosevelt occupied the hour from 10 to 11 
with an atlack on the bill, and the whig parly ge- 
nerally. 

Some contention then took place for the posses- 
sion of the floor during the lust bour—the debate 
being ordered to cease at 12 precisely. 

Mr. King obtained the floor and spoke in defence 
of a national bank till ten minutes belore 12 o'clock. 
The remaining ten minutes were occupied by Mr. 
Cost Johnson in an emphatic speech. 

The hour of 12 having arrived, the commiltee,in 
pue of the order of the house of Wednesday 
ast, proceeded, witliout further debate, to vote on 
all amendments “pending or that might be offered; 
and amendments being oifered by Messrs. Roose- 
velt, Atheiton and Adins, to the first section—by 
Messrs. Roosvelt, Gamble, Floyd and Oliver, to 
the second section—by Mr. lugersoll, to the third— 
by Messrs. Underwood, McKay and Roosevelt, to 
the sixth—by Messrs. Ingersoll and Oliver, to the 
seventh—by Messrs. irwin, Underwood, Cave 
Johnson and Wood, to the eighth—by Mr. Ather- 
ton, to the ninth—by Mr. Underwood; to the tenth— 
by Messers. Ingersoll, Roosevelt, J. C. Edwards, 
J. P. Kennedy, McKay, Underwood, Cave John- 
son, John Campbell, Adams, Potit, Saunders, lr- 
win and Atherton, to the eleventh section—by Mr. 
Ingersoll, to the fourteenth and aixteenth sections— 
by Messrs. Snyder and Bowne, to the twenty-lourth 
section—ALL of which amendments were rejected 
without a division. 

The committee on motion of Mr. Sergeant, rose 
and reported the bill to the house precisely in the 
form in which it came from the senate. 

And the question being on ordering the bill to a 
third reading, Mr. Arnold (doing, he said, what he 
never had done belore in his life) moved the previ- 
ous question. And there wasa second. : 

Mr. Clifford asked the yeas and nays on ordering 
the main question, but withdrew the motion. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. Ward asked the yeas and. nays on the main 
question, (being on ordering the bill toa third read- 
ing), which were ordered, and, being taken, result- 
ed as follows: yeas 129, nays 91. 

So the bill was ordered to have its third reading 
al this time. 

And the bill having been read by its title, (the 
reading at large having, by unanimous consent, been 
dispensed with), and the question being on the final 
passage thereot —Mr. Fillmore moved the previous 
question. And there was a second. 

Aud the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. Sayder asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. X 

And the main question, “shall this bill pass?” 
was then taken, and decided in the aflirmative, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 
S. J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babeock, Baker, 
Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Botts, Briggs. Brockway, Bronson, M. Brown, 
J. Brown, Burnell, Williain Butler, Calhoun, Wm. D. 
Campbell, T. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, John C. 
Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cushing, Garrett Davis, William C. Dawson, Deber- 
ry, Joho Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. 
L. Foster, Gamble, Geatry, Giddings, Goggin, P. G. 
Goode, Graham, Green, Greig, Habersham, Hall, Hal- 
sted, William S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, 
Hunt, James Irvine, James, William Cost Johnson, 
L D. Jones, Juhn P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, 


Lino, Samson Mason, Mathtot, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Merriwether, 


Moore, Morgan, Morris, Mor- 
row, Nisber Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, A. 
Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Rencher, Ridgway, Rod- 
ney, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shi 1 
ton, Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Sickeley, Siration, Stuart, 
Summers, Talialerro, J. B. Thompson, R. W. Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomliason, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, 
Washington, E. D. White, J. L. White, ‘Thomas W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, C. H. Willams, J. L. 
Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Agustus Young, Johu 
Young—125. ; 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Arrington, Atherton, 
Banks, Beeeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Sampson ft. Butler, 
William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. 
Caldwell, J. Campbell, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clin- 
ton, Coles, Cravens, Daniel, - Davis, Dean, Di- 
mock, Doan, Doig, J. C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, 
John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas 
F. Foster, Cilner, W. O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, 
Harris, John Ulastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Hubbard, Hunter, Ingersoll, W iliam 
W. Irwin, Jack, Cave Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abra- 
ham McClellan, R. McClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
Mallory, Marchand, A. Marshall. T. F. Marshall, J. 
Thompson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Muller, New- 


Shepperd, Simon- | 


hard, Oliver, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, 
Plumer, Reding, Rhett, Ri far eee: ear 
Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Steenrod, 
Sweeney, Turney, Van Baren, Ward, Watterson 
ee Westbrook, J. W. Williams, Wise, Wood— 


So the bill was passed. 

When the speaker announced the fact, the galle- 
ries resounded with plaudits, clapping ol hands, 
bravos, &c. 

Mr. Hopkins moved that the galleries be cleared. 
But order having been almost immediately restored, 
no proceedings were taken. 

Mr. Stanly moved the previous question on the 
title of the bill. There was a second. 

The main question was ordered, and, being taken, 
the house determined that the title ol the bill should 
be “a bill to incorporate the subscribers to a fiscal 
bank ot the Uniled States.” 

Mr. Boardman moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the bill had been passed, and de- 
manded the previous question. There was a se- 


| cond. 


And the main question (being on the reconside- 
ration) was ordered, and, being taken, was decided 
in the negative. So the bouse determined not to re- 
consider the vote. 

oo on motion of Mr. Briggs, the house adjourn- 
ed. 

Saturday, Aug. T. On leave given, Mr. Briggs, 
fromthe committee on the post office and post 
roads, reported a bill making appropriations for the 
auditor’s office of the post office department. 

The bill was read twice by its title; and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. B. was referred to the committee of the 
whole on the state of the union; and the letter from 
the auditor's departinent, accompanying the bill, 
was oidered to be printed. 

By general consent, several memorials were pre- 
sented, and appropriately referred. 

By general cansent, Mr. Morrow, from the com- 
mittee on public lands, reported a bill allowing 
further time to complete the issuing of warrants lor 
military land bounties to the non-commissioned ol- 
ficers and soldiers of the late war with Great Bri- 
tain, and making provision for satisfying the saine. 

On motion of Mr. M. the bill, having been read 
twice by its title, was referred to the committee of 
the whole and ordered to be printed. 

'The speaker laid before the house certain parcels 
of testimony in the case of the contested election 
from the state of Virgiaia; which, on motion of Mr. 
If ise, were referred to the committee on elections. 

The speaker also laid before the house a inessage 
from the president of the United States, transmit- 
tiag a report from the several executive depart- 
tents, in compliance with a resolution of this house 
ot the 16th July, requesting “a list of the officers of 
the government, who derive their appnintinent from 
the nomination of the president and the concurrence 
ol ihe senate, who have been removed trom otfice 
since the 4th of March last; denoting in such fist 
their names and grades and dates of their removals, 
and the persons appointed in their places. Also, a 
like list of the names of those whose terins of ser- 
vice being limited to four years were not renomi- 
nated to the senate, and a like list of the names of 
those nominated in their places. Also, the names 
ot all officers removed, under similar circumstances, 
from the 4th of March, 18239, to 4th March, 1541." 

On motion of Mr. Briggs, the message and ac- 
companying documents were latd on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The speaker also laid hefore the house the follow- 
ing cotomunication from the postmaster general: 

Post office department, August 6, 1841. 

Sır: In obedience to the resolution of tlie honse 
of representatives of the 3d instant, F have the honor 
to state that the southern mail usually arrives at 
Washington by 5 P. M. and at Baltimore by 8 in 
the evening, where it remains until taken on by the 
great mail line from Washington, which passes 
through that city between 8 and 9 in the morning. 


| Between Baltimore and Philadelphia the mail is 


carried on the rail road twice a day trom April to 
December, and daily the residue ot the year, leav- 
ing and arriving in each city at stipulated hours.— 
The latest departure from Baltimore whteh it has 
been in the power of the department to obtain, is 4 
in the alternoon. 

The contract for this service made in March, 
1840, was based npon the schedule as now run.— 
That contract expired upon the Ist day of April 
last, and the rail road company, at that tiine, retus- 
ed to renew it, unless the department would dis- 
pense with that part of the service which forced 
them to run the night mail train that leaves Phila- 
delpbia att A. M. aud which, according to the 
terms of the contract, had been discontinued since 
the 10th of December fast. To this proposition, 
the departinent could not assent, and, after a stre- 
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nuous resistance ou the part of the company, and, | No. 1, being a bill in relation io the repeal of tlie 
as they allege, to tbeir great injury, the summer sub-treasury, in order to its being taken up in the 
service of last season was resumetl. house, ] 

Whilst these negotiations were pending, andsince| A scene of disorder then ensued in the house, 
the commencement of the company’s service as | various points of order being raised, followed by 
now rendered, the department has in vain endea- appeals and motions to adjourn, which were voted 
vored to conclude an arrangement by which the | dowu. 
southern mail would be forwarded immediately at- | Mr. King moved the previous question. 
ter its arrival at Baltimore, and for this purpose| The queue on ordering the main question was 
proposed to the company, who are as well the pro- | then taken on demand of Mr. Profil, by yeas and 
prietors of the steamboat as the rail road lines be- nays, and were yeas 105, nays 101. i : 
tween the cities of Baltimore and Philadelphia, to| So the house determined that the main queslion 
change the hour of their boat departure from 3 to 8 | should be now taken. 

P. M, and offering to pay the additional expense of} Mr. Cave Johnson asked the yeas and nays there- 
taking the mails to and from the boats. This offer!on; which were ordered. 

was Ceclined, unless the department would ronsent| And the main 
to pay one thousand dollars per month for this in- | Mr. Sergeant to discharge the committee of the 
creased facility. whole on the state of the union from the further 

The act of January 25, 1839, limits the highest | consideration of the said bill, as proposed to be 
compensation of rail road companies to three hun- | amended by the select committee of the house, was 
dred dollars a mile, the price now paid upon that | then taken. 
route, and a compliance with this demand, under the Before the vote was announced, Mr. Adams rose 
circumstances, would, in my opinion, bea palpable | and said that he was not within the bar when his 
evasion of that law, as objectionable, in ail respects, | name was called, but he wished to give his reasons 
as its direct violation. But had no legal objection | why he did nnt vote. 
existed, the additional pay demanded would have| The speaker. Itis not in order. 
increased the compensation upon this route to the! And the vote was then announced, as follows: 
rate of more than four hundred dollars per mile, be- YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Allen, S. J. Andrews, Ar- 
ing a higher price thar is paid lor similar service | nold, Aycrisg, Baher, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, 
upon any roule in the nation, and which the funds | Black, Blair, Boardman, Butts, Briggs, Brockway, 


i ji iH Bronson, Milton Brown, Calhoon, W. B. Campbell 
MEL Sun pecaed ueneno wes | Sean on E Chittenden, J. C. Clark, S. N? 


At : ; Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, G. Davis, Deberry, 

The hope, however, is not abandoned, that the Jolin Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. 
present contract company may revise their deci- Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Giddings, Goggin, P. G. 
sion, or that another channel of communication Goode, Green, Greig, Hall, Halsted, W. s. Hastings, 
may be obtained, which will secure the desired ser- Henry, Howard, Hodson, Hant, James Irwin, W. W. 
vice. Irwin, James, J. P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, 

This department possesses no power io coerce Linn, S. Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, May- 
these companies to perform mail service in sach |nard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, 
manner as the poblic interests may require, and 1 | Owsley, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, B. Randall, 
can only repeat the suggestions contained in the qu m E eae email 
report which I had the honor to submit at the com. | Sergeant, Shepperd, Simonton, Smith, So ers, Stuke- 
mencement of the present session, that the relations 


ly, Stratton, Stnart, anaes, Taliaferro, J. B. 
between these companies and the department are Thompson, R. W. "Thompson Tillinghast, Toland 
well worthy the attention of congress. I have the 


Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van 
1 0 Rensselaer, Wallace, J. L. White, T. W. Wiliams, L. 
houor to be, sir, your obedient servant, Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Yorke, A. Young, John 
F. GRANGER. i 
To the hon. John While, speaker house reps. 


Young—103. 
NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Bee- 

The communication was laid on the tahle, and 
ordered to be printed. N 

On motion of Mr. Sergeant the house resolved it- 
sell into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, (Mr. Tillinghast, of Rhode Istand, iu. the 
ebar). 

Mr. Sergeant moved that the committee take up 
senate bill No. I, to establish a onilorm system of 
hankruptey throughout the United States, as report- 
ed with amendments to the house from the select 
cowmittee on the eurrency, which was negatived, 
ayes $2, noes 89. 

Mr. Williams, of Maryland, asked the cominit- 
tee, by general consent, to take up the senate bill 
in relation to the census. 

The motion being agreed to, the bill was taken 
up aud read. 

Mr. Kennedy, of Maryland, suzgested that as his 
colleague, (Mr, Randali), who lad some important 
amendments to oiler to this bill, was not at the mo- 
ment iu his seat, the bill, by general consent, should 
be faid aside for the present. 

Alter some conversation, the suggestion was ac- 
ceded to, and the bill, by general consent, was laid 
aside. 

Mr. IV. W. Irwin, then moved that the commit- 
tee proceed to the consideration of the senate bill 
to provide for a unitorm system of bankruptey 
throughout the United States. 

Tellers (Messrs. Boardman and Medill) were 
appointed. 

And the question being taken, by ayes 87, nnes 
63, the motion was agreed to. 

The bill (which contains 17 sections) was then 
read through. 

Whereupon Mr. Briggs suggested thal it be laid 
aside for the present, by gencral consent, in order 
that the committee miglit proceed tn dispose of the 
bill in relation to the repeat ol the suh-treasury. 

After some conversation, the question was taken, 
tellers (Messrs. Boardman and Pickens) acting, on 
the motion that the bill be laid aside, and the vote 
stood, ayes 104, noes It. But no quorum voted. 

Mr. King moved that the committee rise, which 
motion having been agreed to, the committee rose, 
and the chairuian reported that the committee had 
had ander consideration the state of the union ge- 
neirally, and especially the bill to establish a uniform 
systein of bank anier, and made some progress, 
but come to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. Sergeant then rose, and moved that the com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union be 
discharged from the consideration of the acuate bill 


Some further discussion followed, 
order, in which Messrs. Hopkins, Briggs, Gumer, 
Adams and the speaker participated; but no pro- 
ecedings were had thereon, 

Atul the senate bill No. 1, to repeal the act com- 
monly known as the sub-treasury law, with the 
amendinents proposed to the said bill by the select 
committee appointed by this house, on the curren. 


Maryland, having obtained the floor, went into a 
speech in detail, in reply to that made by his col- 
league, (Mr. Mason), which he quoted as he pro- 
ceeded. "Phe body of the speech was of a local 
character, refetring to the history of the late presi- 
| dential canvass in Maryland. 

Mr. J. T. Mason replied with some warmth, re- 
alhrming aud defending the positions he had taken 
in his previons speech. 

Several explauations took place belween Mr. M. 
and Mr. Sullers, who controverted some of his po- 
sitions. 

Mr. Gordon, of N. Y. 
in opposition to the bitl. 

Mr. Shields took the floor on the same side, and 
spoke during the honr in opposition, generally, to 
this bill, and especially to the bili which passed 
the house yesterday for the establishment of a fis- 
cal bank of the United States, 

A wiessage was received fioi tlie senate, inform- 
ing the house that that bady had passed the navy 
pension bill, with an amendment, and asking the 
concurrence of this house therein. 


next addressed the house, 


question, being on the motion of 


on points of 


cy, being now under consideration, Mr. Pearce, ol 
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Mr. Pickens obtained the floor, 
the moment, when 

Mr. Fillmore moved tbat the bills lying on the 
speaker’s table be taken up on their first and se- 
cond reading, and referred to their appropriate com- 
mittees; which motion having been agreed to—the 
bill making appropriations for various fortifications, 
for ordnance and for preventing and suppressing 
Iudian hostilities, which had been sent fromm tbe 
senate with certain amendments, was taken up and 
referred to the committee of ways and means. 

The bill to provide for the payment of navy pen- 
sions, above referred to, was er up and referred 
to the committee on naval affairs, 

On motion of Mr. Underwood, the bill to revive 
and extend the charters of the banks in the District 
of Columbia was taken up, read twice by its title 
and referred to the committee for the District of 
Columbia, 

Mr. Adams, on leave, presented a petition from 
numerous stonecutters and others, formerly em- 
ployed on the public buildings, and discharged in 
consequence of a suspension of the works, asking 
relief; which was referred to the committee of 
ways and means. 

Mr. Underwood, from the committee for the Dis. 
trict of Columbia, to whom bad been referred the 
subject of lighting the hall with gas, made a report 
thereon, accompanied by a resolution; both of 
which were, on his motion, ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

And then the bouse adjourned, 


Monday, Aug. 9. Mr. John W. Jones presented 
à copy ol resolutions passed by a meeting of tbe 
citizens at Fanquier Court House, Virginia, against 
the extra session, distribution ofthe proceeds of sales 
of the puhiic lands, a national bank, &c. &c. and in- 
sisting on a repeal of the charter, if the present bil] 
should become a law. Mr. Jones expressed liis as- 
sent tn the doctrine of the resolutions, and his con- 
viction that they embodied the sentiment! of his 
party not only in that county, but throughout the 
union. He moved to lay ou the table and be print- 
ed, 

Mr. Powell said, as the representative of the dis- 
trict which included Fauquier county, he felt him- 
self called upon to correct any lalse impressions 
that might be made as to the character of the meet- 
ing. As to the respectability of the persons as- 
sembled, he agreed with his colleague, but the 
number assembled was only thirty-three, and of 
these, three highly distinguished members of the 
party, (one of them, the state senator from that dis- 
trict), liad strongly expressed their disapprobation 
of the proceedings, and voted against them. He 
could answer for his district, and lor the common- 
wealth of Virginia, that the doctrine of repeal, 
so hostile to their ancient principles of public faith 
and a regard to contracts and to the fundamental 
principles of society, would ever be repudiated by 
thein. 

Mr. Morgan asked for a division of the question. 

The motion to lay ou the table was passed with- 
out a division. 

Mr. Cushing moved to lay the motion to print on 
the table. The motion to lay the motion to print 
on the table was carried: veas 107, hays 76. 

Oh leave given Messrs. Warren and Dawson pre- 
sented petitions in favor of the bankrupt law, which 
were referred to the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union. 

Mr. Adams presented a resolution instructing the 
clerk to prepare and publish a list of all petitions 
excluded this session by the special rule. 

On motion of Mr. Gilmer, it was iaid on the ta- 
ble: yeas 124, nays 62. 

Mr. W, W. Irwin asked and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill to provide the means of payment 
lor seven sites for marine hospitals in the western 
states, purchased in pursuance of the act of 3d 
March, 1837. 

On motion of Mr. I. the bill, having been read 
twice by its title, was referred to tlie committee of 
ways and means. 

Mr. Hopkins offered the following resolution; 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the postmaster genera] be required 
to inform this house, with as little delay as practicable, 
how inuch of the appropriation of $125,000 for the con- 
struction of the new post office boilding, made for the 
year 1311. remains unexpended. 

Mr. Underwood offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be required to 
report to this house, at the next session of congress, 
the nuniber of fortifications within the United States, 
showing, in tabular dorm, the amounts expended dar- 
ing each year of the three last congresses in the con- 
struction or repairs of each; the amount expended from 
and after the 4th of March last up to the latest period 
prior to the report which may be practicable; the 
amount estimated as necessary to complete the con- 
struction or repair of those yet unlinished, and the 
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whole expenditure on those finished; the number of guns 
which are to be employed at each fortilication when 
conipleted, the number of workmen annually employ- 
ed, upon each fortification, and the amount of wages 
paid them by the month or year; atid the number of 
men which will be required to man such fortifications 
in time of peace, and also in time of war; and that he 
farther report the manner in whicb the contracts for 
supplies of materials to construct such fortifications are 
or have been made, and whether they are let tothe low- 
est bidder, upon advertisement, or in what other mode 
are the supplies furnished, and the cost of the principal 
timber, per cubic foot, used in constructing the fortifi- 
canon; and lik€wise the cost or price of stone, brick or 
other priacipal materials used. 

Mr. Fillmore suggested to Mr. U. so to modify 
the resolution as to include “the expenses of those 
fortifications thal have been completed.” 

Mr. Underwood accepted the modification. 
the resolution as modified, was adopted. 

Mr. Geddings otfered the following resolution 
which was adopted: 

Resalved, That the president be requested to trans- 
mit to tiis house, as early in the next session as may 
be convenient, all evidences in his possession, (not here- 
tofore communicated), respecting the origin of the Se- 
minole war, together with a list of all slaves captured 
during said war by the troops engaged in the service of 
the United States in Florida; the amount paid for the 
capture of such slaves, (il any), and the manner in 
which such slaves have been disposed of since their 
capture. 

By general consent, the speaker laid before the 
house eertaia depositions in the case of tbe con- 
tested election from Virginia; which were referred 
to the committee on elections. 

A number ot resolutions were offered, which giv- 
ing rise to debate, were ordered to lie over uader 
the rule, and will be noticed in their progress. 

The committees were then called in their order 
for reports. 

Mr. Dawson, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a bill making further provision for 
the a eae of Indian hostilities in Florida. 

The bill having been read twice by its title, Mr. 
Dawson, remarking that it contained no appropria- 
tion, aod its object was merely to continue in force 
certain provisions of the act of 1836, which had 
expired, (beiug a bill authorising the president to 
call out additional volunteers), and therefore, did 
not require commitment, moved that the bill be put 
on its third reading. 

After a moment’s conversation between Messrs. 
McKay and Dawson, the bill was referred to the 
committee ol the whole on the state of the union, 
and was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Underwood, from the committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported, with an amendment, 
the senate bill in relation to the District banks.— 
Referred to the committee of the whole on the slate 
of the union. 

Mr. Cushing, from the committee on foreign af- 
fairs, reported, with au amendment, the senate bill, 
(heretolore referred to that committee), entitled 
“an act to amend an act entitled an act to carry into 
effect the convention between the United States and 
the Mexican republic." 

Mr. C. stated that the amendment proposed. by 
the committee was to strike out the enacting clause 
of the bill. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Wise, the bill lies on 
the table. 

The unfinished business of Saturday was the bill 
from the senate repealing the act commonly known 
as the sub-treasury law, as the said bill had been 
proposed to be amended by the select committee 
appointed by this house on the subject of the cur- 
Tency. 

Mr. Pickens rose in opposition lo the bill, which, 
as well as its antagonist measure, a bank of the U. 
States, he considered as involving principles deeply 
affecting the distribution of wealth and the wages 
of labor. Mr. P. continued his remarks until the 
expiration of the hour. 

Mr. Hunt next obtained the floor, and went into 
a speech in support of the bill, in which he took a 
retrospective view of the rise and progress of the 
sub-treasury bill, from 1837 down to the presenl 
time. 

Mr. Meriwether adverted to some of the remarks 
of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Hunt), 
aud the gentleman fiom South Carolina, (Mr. 
Pickens), and also to those of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, t Mr. Ingersoll), made a few days 
siuce. Alter which he gave his views in favor of 
the bill. 

Mr. Steenrod then obtained the floor, and spoke 
ju opposition to the repeal. 

He was followed by Mr. Hastings, who read a 
speech on the same side. 

Mr. Giddiags here called for the previous ques- 
tion, and there was a second. And the main ques- 
tion was ordered to be taken. 


And 


was decided in the affirmative. So the amendinent 
was agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Aad having been ordered to a third reading now, 
the bill, by the following vote, was passed. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 
S. J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigy, Babcock, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Barton, Birdseye, lack Blair, Boardman, Bor- 

en, Bous, Briggs; Brockway, Bronsòn, M. Brown, J 
Brown, Buraell, Wm. Butler, Calhoun, J. Campbell, 
Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clark, 
Cowen, Cranstun, Cravens, Cashing, Garrett Davis, 
William C. Dawson, Deberry, Joha Edwards, Everett, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Fuster, Thomas F. 
Foster, Gamble, Geutry, Giddings, Gilmer, Guggin, 
Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Green, Greig, Habersham, 
Hall, Halsted, William S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, 
Hudson, Hunt, James Irvine, Wm. W. Irwin, James, 
Wm. C. Johason, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, 
King, Lane. Lawrence, Linn, Mallory, Thomas F. 
Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Max- 
well, Maynard, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Murris, 
Morrow, Nisbet, Osbourne, Owsley, Pierce, Pendleton, 
Pope, Powell, Proffii, Rainsey, Benj. Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Rayner, Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, 
Smith, Stanly, Stokeley, Stratton, Stuart, Summers, 
Taliaterro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trum- 
ball, Underwood, Yan Kenssalaer, Wallace, Warren, 
Washington, Edward D. White, J. L. White, Thos. 
W. Williams, Lewis Wiliams, Christopher H. Wil- 
kams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthorp, Yorke, Augus. 
Young, John Yonng— t34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Bee- 
son, Bidlack,Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, Sampson L. Butler, Wm. O. Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Cary, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Richard 
D. Davis, John B. Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, John 
C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles 
A. Floyd, Fornance, William O. Goode, Gurdon, Gus- 
tine, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Hubbard, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jack, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Ken- 
nedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred Mar- 
shall, John Thomson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, 
Ohver, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, 
Reding, Riggs, Rogers, Rousevelt, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shields, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Turney, Van Bu- 
ren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, James W. 
Williams, Wood—$7. 

Mr. Halsted moved a reconsideration of the vote 
just taken. 

After some remarks from Mr. H. the motion was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. J. €. Clark renewed it, and demanded the 
previous question; which was seconded. 

The main question, (which was on the reconde- 
ration), was ordered to be taken; and, being taken, 
was decided in the negative. 

So the vote was not reconsidered. And tben, at 
half past six, the house adjourned. 


Taesday, Aug. 10. Mr. Wise rose and request- 
ed the house to permit him to record his vote in 
favor of the bill which passed this house yesterday, 
providing tor the repeal of the bill commonly known 
as the sub-treasury law. Objections being made, 
the vote: was not recorded. 

On motion of Mr. Barnord, the house resolved 
itself into committee of the whole on the stafe of 
the union, (Mr. Tillinghast, of Rhode Island, in the 
chair). 

Mr. Barnard moved that the committee proceed 
to the consideration of the bankrupt law. 

Mr. Underwood moved that the committee take 
up the District bank bill. 

The chairman said that when the committee laat 
rose, they were npon the consideration of the bank- 
rupt bill. A motion had been made by a gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, (Mr. Briggs) to lay the 
bill aside; and that was the pending motion. 

Mr. Briggs withdrew the motion to lay the bill 
aside. 

The committee then resumed the consideration 
of the bill from the senate to establish a uniform 
system of bankruptey throughout the United States. 

'The bill, haviug heretofore been read through, 
was now taken up by sections. 

And the first section having been read, and the 
question being on agreeing thereto— 

Mr. Barnord (chairman of the committee on the 
judiciary) opened the debate in a speech in which 
he gave a concise sketch of the history of the pre- 
sent bill. 

Mr. Nisbet spoke in favor of the bill. 

Mr. Gordon of New York, followed in opposition 
to the bill. 


Mr. Roosevelf supported lhe measure at length 
and with great ability. 


manere 


t pediene 
both of which he deeded 


On leave given, Mr. Stokely, of Ohio, presented 
the petition. of Dr. Crawford, Robert Beves and 
113 others, citizens of Jefferson county, Ohio, re- 
monstrating strongly against the repeal of the in- 
dependent treasury; establishment of a fiscal agent; 
distribution of the proceeds of the public lands, 
and against a protective tariff. 

And the house adjourned. 

Wedaesday, Aug. 1t. The speaker laid before 
the house a communication from the postmaster 
general, in relation to the amount of moneys ap- 
propriated at the last session of congress for the 
new post office building. 

The communication was laid on the lable, and 
order to be printed. 

Mr. Hopkins made a suggestion or inquiry in re- 
ference to this communication. 

The speaker also laid before the house certain de- 
positions in the case of the contested election from 
the state of Virginia; which were referred to the 
committee on elections. 

On leave given, Mr. Fillnore, from the commit- 
tee ol ways and means, reported back to the house 
the bill making appropriations for various fortilica- 
tions, for ordnance, and for preventing and sup- 
pressing Indian hostilities, with amendments to the 
amendments of the senate. 

The bill and amendments, on motion of Mr. F. 
were referred to the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union. 

And, on motion of Mr. Howard, of Michigan, the 
amendments proposed by the committee of ways 
and means were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Burnard, the house resolved 
itself into committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, (Mr. Tillinghast, of Rhode Island in the 
chair), on the bill from the senate to establish a 
uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the U. 
States. 

The pending question being the motion submit- 
ted by Mr. Gordon, of N. Y. to strike out the en- 
acting clause of the bill. 

Mr. Fessenden, (who was entitled to the floor), 
aditressed the committee during the hour, urgently 
in favor of the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Linn addressed the committee in defence of 
the principle of certain amendments which he in- 
tended to propose at the proper time. 

Mr. Pendleton advocated the bill, and replied 
to varions objections which had been made to it. 
He took the same ground with Mr. Fessenden, that 
though the bill might not meet his views in a/l its 
details, he would nevertheless support it for the ge- 
neral amount of guod which the country would de- 
rive fromm it. 

Mr. Trumbull said he would not have spoken 
upon the subject, had he not been oue of the com- 
mittee that reported the bill." He was opposed to 
the bill in its present condition. Many of his objec- 
tions had been anticipated by those who had pre- 
ceded him in opposition to the bill. 

The speaker took the chair fora few moments, 
and Mr. P. G. Goode, of Ohio, from the committee 
on enrolled bills, reported to the house that that 
committee had examined the enrolled bill trom the 
senate, No. t, for the repeal of the sub-treasury, and 
had found it correct. The speaker then signed the 
bill, and it was sent to the president of the U. States 
for his signatnre. 

The chairmaa again took his place, and the com- 
mittee resumed. 

Mr. Underwood followed in explanation of some 
amendments, which he intended to propose. If 
they were not adopted, he should vote against the 
bill. 

Mr. Payae, of Alabama, addressed the committee 
for five minutes, iu a few brief remarks, ia which 
he said that he was not opposed to a bankrupt bill, 
if properly drawn; but he objected strongly to the 
passage of this on the score of details. 

Mr. Moore, of Lonisiana, spoke for a short time 
in favor of the bill; and having concluded, the choir- 
man gave the floor to Mr. Heller. Upon which, the 
committee rose, and reported progress. 

Aud the house adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE. 

TEF ARCHEMEDEAN SCREW is to be used fur propel- 
ling the enormous iron steam ship now building at 
Bristol, instead of paddle wheels. She is to be about 
3,600 tons. 


ASPARAGUS PAPER. A Ghent manufaetarer has dis- 
covered that the retuse ends of asparagus makes ex- 
cellent paper at half the expense of paper mado from 
rags. 

AsTERIAM. We have hardly heard of the namé of 
the place, situated 237 miles above the month of Rock 
River, and only 40 below Milwaukie, Wisconsin ter? 
ritory, before we have the announcement in the St. 
Louis, (Missouri) Gazette, of the arrival of the stearn- 
boat N. P. Hawkes, built at Asteriam, and carrying 
700 barrels of flour; she is 100 feet long. 18 feet beam 
and draws only 10 inches water. Engine 32 horse pow- 
er. She is to run regularly between Rock River and 
St. Louis. 


AXLES oF LOCOMOTIVE. A United States engincer, 
writing from Belgium, speaks of the manufacture of 
locomotives and steam engines there, as having ar- 
rived at a high state of perfection, He mentions par- 
ticularly that the axles fur fixed and locomotive engines 
are formed of "fagoted iron," iron just rolled into 
rods and tben firmly welded together, while red hot, 
by a ponderou: trip-hammer. Axles made in tns 
way seldom break. Itis only by having them fabricat- 
ed differently that they so often are broken and involve 
sucha fearful loss of human lile. Notwithstandiag 
the admirable locomotives whieh are made on the con- 
tinent, still Philadelphia manufacturers have a number 
in operation on different roads. They operate so well, 
as to excite universal admiration. 

[Phil North Amer. 


Banks oF SovrB Carozina. Important decision. 
Judge Butler this morning decided that the banks have 
not incurred forfeiture of charters by the non-accept- 
ance of the act of tbe last legislature. 

[Charleston Patriot, July 31. 


Boston. The increase of business men in Boston 
has been quite steady fer the last ten years. The 
whole number of business names in the Directory of 
1931 was 12,295, and the whole number of 1541 is 
19,730, 


BOUNDARY TROUBLES. It is stated in the Rochester, 
New York, Democrat, that five picees of artillery have 
mysteriously disappeared in Cayuga county, the desti- 
nation or disposition of which is not known. Tt is also 
said that the "Hunters! lodges” along the fronticr, have 
been holding frequent meetings, and the opinion. pre- 
vails quite generally in Cayuga and Tompkins eounties 
of another *'patriot" outbieak, The editor, however, 
places but little eonfidence in these reports, but says, 
nevertheless, that “one thing is certain—TWE CANNONS 
HAVE DISAPPEAREO.” 


Canapa. Major general Clitheroy has removed his 
quarters from Montreal, to assume the command of 
the upper division of her majesty's forces in Canada, 
at Kingston. 

Tnx conn crop, which suffered severcly by drought 
during July, has revived astonishingly by virtue of re- 
cent rains. There will net be any thing like an ave- 
rage crop, yet not su absolute a failure as was appre- 
hended. 


CnaNEs PATENT TWELVE MONTHS’ cLock, A model 
specimen of this cloek is now at the house of Mr. Van 
Boskerck, (Congress Hall), lor public inspeetion. They 
require no more space, weight or strength of spring 
than eight day clocks; will run one year with once 
winding ap; are perfectly silent other than striking the 
hour. The whole simple, easily adjusted and regulat- 
ed, and when so, the ume will not be altered us in 
other clocks, hy winding, by the difference of tempe- 
ratare, or by an inercase of friction or weight, a deside- 
ratum in tine keeping which has long been sought, 
and nextin importance to the first discovery of the 
pendulum. [Paterson Intel. 


Deatns, during the last week, in Baltimore 55; eleven 
of eunsamption; of whieh 32 were under two years of 
age; 14 free colored and 3 slaves. In New York 202; 
of which 44 were of cholera infantum and 31 of con- 
sumption, 


DtaAxoxp— Perhaps. Mr. John Locke, of the medical 
college, Ohio, has a stone which was picked up by a 
laborer upon the Wabash, abont seven miles trom the 
Tippecanoe batle groand which he thinks is a native 
diamond. And winch he desenbes as spheroidal in 
figure, shaped not anhke a small bean, being a little 
less than half of an inch in length, one-third in width, 
and one-flth ia thiekness, having twenty-four convex 
crystalline faucets, hs weight is 12,716 grains, or very 
nearly 12 grams and three-fourths, and its specilie gra- 
vity 35,410. At one of its sharp ends it out. gla a- 
dily, and seratehes quartz crystal. It eantiot be scrateh- 
ed by a file nor by grinding on a grindstone, is quite 
transparent and reflects from its interior that bright 
fluud of light characteristic of the diamond. By Irie- 
tion it beeotnes positively electiilied, Itis nearly co- 
lorless, bat has a preceptible slide of vedow. A small 
Raw is visible in the interior, nnd nbout five blaek 
sand specks; the facets are not quite smovth, being 
somewhat striated, bat still with a good deuree of bril- 
liancy. ‘The speeihe gravity 8,541 clearly disungnishea 
it frum quariz whieh never exceeds 255, wid its crys 
talline lorm, “a spheroid of 2t convex laces” determines 
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it not to be a white topaz. Indeed there is no doubt that 


It is à diamond. 


Execrions were held last week in the states of Illi- 
nois. Kentucky, Indiana, Tennessee and Alabama. 
In Illinois the election was for three members of con- 
gress; in Indiana and Kentucky for members of the 
state legislamre only; in ‘Tennessee and Alabama for 
governor and members of the state legistature. 


Frovn, does not quite maintain onr last quotations. 
Itis dull in New York at $6, except for choice brands, 
which command $6 25. 


FRENCH MERCANTILE MARINE. The Constitutionel 
proves that in 1795 the mercantile navy of France was 
greater than atthe present day. At the former period 
100,000 seamen were eniployed in it, now there are 
only 88,000, ‘ 

Furs AND sans. The Buffalo Advertiser says- - 
“There has been received since the opening of navi- 
gation 2,016 packs of fine furs, and 1,317 packs of deer 
and elk skins, making in all 3,363 packages. To show 
the value and importance of these articles, we will 
merely mention that one invoiee, eonsisting of 36 hhds, 
and boxes, was appraised at the custom house in Ca- 
nada at $45,000. 


Insurrection. The supposed contemplated insur- 
rection of slaves, wbich oecasioned alarm in Missis- 
sippi—of which the last Register contained a notice— 
is likely to tarn out to be a false alarm. Most of 
those ist were arrested have been examined and ac- 
qnitted. 


Lames fed with lard instead of oil, have been sucess- 
fully introduced into Roehester. The papers of that 
city say they “take the shine off" any thing in. the 
market. They give a clear light, entirely free from 
nass, and can be fed at about one-third the expense 
of oil. 

. The light house on the Canada side of Lake Erie is 
lighted by the same material. 


Livenroon, ExGrnawp. The censns of Liverpool has 
just been taken. The population of one of the sixteen 
wards, Vauxhall, amounted to 25,437—of this popula- 
tion, only 600 were parliamentary voters. The whole 
population of the borough would probably be between 
350,000 and 400,000 souls. 


Locusts. In addition to the human locusts perma- 
nently covering Spain, that unfortunate country has 
this year been visited by immense columns of the in- 
sect locust, to such an extent as to threaten the entire 
{ destruction of the crops. “It is sufficient," says the 
accounts, "if these terrible columns stop half an hour 
un any spot, for every thing growing on it—vines, olive 
trees and corn, to be entirely consumed.” Tn the pro- 
vince of Cuidad Real 70 and 50 sacks per day have 
been collected. 


Marr riquvors. At the reeent anniversary of the 
Briush and Foreign. Temperance society, reference 
was made to the bill of Mr. 3. S. Pakington, M. P. for 
Droitwieh, to remove a number of the present beer 
shops, and improve the character of those that remain, 
by which 2,814 beer shops have been already closed. 
The committee observed with great interest that whilst 
the circuit of the metropolitan police force was inereas- 
ed by a population of 263,266, the number of dranken 
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| cases taken inte custody for the past year was 4.164 


less than in the preceding one, and of disurderlies 3,700 
less than in 1839. From official returns it appeared 
that tbe quantities of. malt used by the brewers, publi- 
cans and beer-shop keepers for ‘the yesrs 1539 and 
1840, were as fullows: 


In 1539. In 1540, 
Bushels. Bushels. Decrease, 
England — 29.816,31 29,606,657 209,700 
Scedand 1,025,732 996,014 32,765 
Treland 1,913,753 3,219,466 534,317 | 
Total 32,658,952 31,832,167 776,785 


Cuarzes F. Mircnzrr the late hon. M. C. has con- 
trived to get his trial postponed, in order that his coun- 
se] may argue the legality of the organization of the 
court of sessions, New York. 


MILWAUKIE LEAD TRADE. The lead trade of Mil- 
wankie, says the Cleaveland Herald, bids fair to be an 
imporlant item of. commerce. The “diggings” are 
abont cighty miles west of that plaee, and the mineral 
is already found to extend over about 25 miles of coun- 
try, and large quantities are constantly being raised. 
The Sentinel says Mr. Corbius furnace smelts 5,000 
lbs. per day, which is brought to Milwaukie and ship- 
From 20 to 30 teams 
now arrive weekly at Milwaukie loaded with lead, and 
return with goods, &.o, 


New Yors. Comparative census of the citics in tho 
state of New York. 


1830. 1835, 1840. 
New York 203,007 270,059 
Brooklyn 15,396 21,529 
Albany 31,238 25,109 
Rochester 9,269 14,404 
Troy 11,605 16,959 19,373 
Buflulo 8,653 15,661 15,041 
Utica 8,323 10,183 2810 
Schenectady 4:958 6,272 6,635 
Hudson, 5392 5,531 


Brooklyn is now the secound city in the state. Alba- 
ny bas heretutie been. Rochester out-umks both 
"l'roy and Bulfalo, which were ahead of it in 1835, 


1841--CHRONICLE. 


. Tur RAILROAD from Boston, Mass. to Dover, N. H. is 
in a lair way of being completed. Itis expeeted thst it 
will be opened for 4ravelling the whole distance on the 
lirst of September next, or soon after. 


REVOLUTIONARY oFFicers. A writer in the New 
Yprk Express states that there are but five officers of 
the regular revolutionary army in that city, and adds 
the very remarkable cirenmstance that the ages of 
these advance seriatim from 85 to 89. Their names 
and ages are as follows: Lient. Abraham Legget, in 
his 85th; major Leonard Bleeker, in hig 86th; major 
gen. Morgan Lewis, in his 87th; incl Theodosius 
Fowler, in his 5sth; and major William Popham, in his 
59h. They are all in good health. 


STEAMHOAT DISASTER. The steamboat ERIE, capt. 
Titus, left Buffalo on the evening of the 9th instant, for 
Chicago, with two hundred and five passengers and 
a valuable eargo—having just been repaired, painted 
and varnished. When near Silver or Cattaraugus 
creek, about twenty miles from Buffalo—it blowing 
very fresh at the time—a barrel of turpentine took fire, 
and the flames spread with sucb rapidity tbat those on 
the upper deek had not time to go below before they 
were enveloped in flames! The De Wit Clinton, which 
had left Baffalo before the Erie and pnt into Dunkirk 
harbor, perceiving tbe light, immediately proeeeded 
to her reliel, and brought back to Buffalo twenty-seven 
only, of the whole number of persons that were on 
board. ALL THE REST—NOT LESS THAN 175 PERSONS— 
WERE EITHER BURNT OR DROWNED!! The captain nf 
the Erie was amongst the number saved. Of the pas- 
sengers, about 150 were respectable Swiss emigrants. 


Sreamers. The Forta, the first of royal steamers 
upoa the West India line, arrived at Liverpool, from 
Clyde, on the 19th July, and is to leave England on 
the Ist of October. Captain Fayrer, formerly of the 
President, eommander. 

The average time occupied by vessels in the Cunard 
line, from Liverpuol to Boston, bas been as follows, 
viz: Acadia, 14 days, 20 hours; Caledonia, 14 days, 6 
hours; Britannia, 14 days, 16 hoars; Columbia 14 days 
19 hours; average of all, 14 days, 12 hours, including 
an average stop at Halifax ot 5 hours. 


Tre SUB-TREASURY BILL. On Tuesday last the bil 
from the senate repealing the sub-treasury act passed 
the honse of representatives with some amendments by 
a vote of 134 to 87. The yeas and nays will be found 
in tbe proceedings in this number. On Thursday the 
senate concurred in those amendments. 


TEMPERANCE REFORM. There are in London and 
the suburbs bfty total abstinence societies, and 20,000 
members; m Scotland 150,000 members; and in Ire- 
land (in consequenee principally of the exertions of the 
famous Father Mathews), 5,500,000 members! 


Topacco MONOPOLY. A late letter of the Paris cor- 
respondent of the National Intelligeneer says, it is 
matter uf special notice here, that a vessel from the 
Chinese seas has brought to Havre, for the tobaeco 
regie, or government monopoly, six millions of Manilla 
cigars, “highly flavored and universally preferred ia 
the cast.” 

‘Tobacco in France, and cotton in England, brought 


| from the east to compete with our growth of these 


staples, will admonish us that in such matters we must 
be un the look out for our own interests. 


Tue TOMBIGBEE RIVER ON FIRE. While Mr. J. M. 
Cooper was prosecnung the removal of MeGrew's 
shoals, after boaring to the depth of 365 feet, lus auger 
suddenly dropped and entirely disappeared. In the 
space of some several moments a deep hollow sound 
was licard, resembling the rambling noise of distant 
thunder from the chasm below, and at the same instant 
gushed forth from the shaft thos made a clear trans- 
parent, oleagimous substance or liquid, which boils up 
very similar to the effervescence of a boiling pot; and 
which owing to the sluggishness of the current, has 
gradually diflused itself over the whole surlace of the 
river. A quantity has been collected, and upon appli 
cation of re, it is found to burn equal to the present 
sperm vil. 


T'o gratify curiosity and make further tests, tire has 
been applied to the eil on the water, und the whole 
surlace of the river is now burning, emitting a flame of 
mest beautiful appearance, about six inches high, and 
has already extended about half way down to Fort 
Stoddard; the reflection of which upon the horizon at 
night, presents a most sublime spectacle, tar surpass- 
ing in grandeur and beauty of appearanee the anrora 
borealis. [Mobile Jour. 


Wuear is quoted in the New York market at 134. 


_ Mr. Justice Witey has been indicted by the grand 
jury of New Yok for his participation in the Frederiek 


312,932 | county bank nilair, and has entered into'bonds himself? 
36.233 | for $10,000, and ex-alderman doseph Tucker and Ro- 
33,633 | bert Smith cach for $5,000, for his appearance to ane 
90202 | Wer to the charge ot having received stolen goods, 


knowing them to be stolen, 


Wawpors. The Logan Gazette says, eol. Johnson 
offers the Wyandots an annuity of $14,000, but the 
tribe demands $20,000 and will not take less. This 


9.671 | comes direct from one of the tribe. 


YELLOW FEVER. A few fatal cases had occurred in 
New Orleans between the 1st and 4th instant. 
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ConGressioNAL. The consideration of the pre- 
sident's veto message to the senate, on returning 
the bill for establishing a fiscal bank, was postpop- 
ed, from day to day, by that body, from Monday 
until Thursday, when, after some debate, the ques- 
tion was taken on its passage—the veto notwitb- 
standing—and decided in the negative: ayes 25, 
nays 24—two-tlirds being required to carry a bill 
in such a case. 

The bankrupt bill, which had passed the senate, 
and been debated in the house for the last two or 
three weeks, was so amended on Saturday, as to ren- 
der it unpalatable to a majority of that body, and a 
motion to lay it upon the table—equivalent to a re- 
jection—prevailed by a vote of 110 to 97—all the 
Van Buren members in the house, except two, vot- 
ing for the motion. This vote is said to have cre- 
ated alinost as much excitement as the veto of the 
bank bill. Both houses, thereupon, immediately 
adjourned. A reconsideration of the vote was next 
day proposed and carried, by a majority of sixteen 
votes; the objectionable amendment was reconsi- 
dered and rejected—and the bill then PAssep the 
bouse by a vole of 110 yeas to 106 nays. An 
amendment, postponing the period at which it is lo 
go into operation to the 1st of February, was im- 
mediately assented to by the senate, and the signa- 
ture of the president was affixed to the bill on 
Thursday, The time for its going into operation 
was postponed with a view to allow an opportunity 
to congress to repeal it before then, should public 
opinion so determine. 

The billto renew the charters of the banks of the 
District of Colnmbia, for three years, has also pass- 
ed the house, by a very large majority, aud is now 
before the president. 

- The absorbing inlerest of the topies now occupy- 
ing the attention of congress, induced us to post- 
“pone many articles that must be regislered herealter. 


FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
FRANCE. 

Royalty. The Paris correspondent of the Nation- 
al Intelligencer writes that, at the celebration of the 
baptisin ef the count de Paris, on the 9th June, the 
queen of Franee, accompanied by the sovereigns of 
Belgium, the old duchess of Mecklenburg-Swerin, 
and suite, in eovered cars, rode around the vast ba- 
sin of Neptune through a eizele of about thirty thou- 
sand adinirers of that grand jet d'eau. The Lisbon 
correspondents of the London press relate that when 
the queen of Portugal rides in the country the pea- 
sants kneet as she passes. We read in some of the 
Paris newspapers tliat the royal patty from the Tni- 
leries were hailed with enthusiasm by the multitude 
in the garden ol Versailles. The reverse was so 
strong as to be alinost melancholy; it surprised some 
Americans who had not encountered before any of 
the fanily of Louis Phillippe in their excursions. 

.No hat was muved, uo head inclined, except by a 
few strangers. "The king himself dashed, at six 
o'clock, through the eity and park, shut up herme- 
tically in his coach, and with a strong escort nearly 
tonching the panels. He came to Versailles on 
Wednesday last, rather more open to inspection, and 
sceraingly indiflerent to the gaze (nothing more) 
fiow the solliery and the loungers in the avenues. 
lioet his travelling equipage on the day of his re- 
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turn from his journey of last week. It consisted of 
two.latge elegant coaches, eight horses in each. and 
iwo-baggage coaches with six horses each; tlie 
whole splendidly caparisoned: eight or ten. mounted 
livery sefyants; &c. A detachment of lancers 
awaited at th@gate of the park of St. Clond his ar- 
rival there. When he visits any one ol the royal 
palaces in the,neighborhood of the eapital, mounted 


5|gens d'armes are stationed at intervals along the 


route. 
CHINA. 

The ship Oneida, Smith, arrived at New York, 
left Canton on the 26th and Macao on the 27th 
April. Affairs remain mueh as when the Abkar 
sailed. Trade still open. “No fighting but an in- 
perial edict has been issued, which is [ull of war 
against the English. 

There were seven American vessels at Whampoa, 
and one at Macao, all loading. The ship Konno- 
hassett sailed from Canton on the 21st of April, for 
New York, with a full eargo of teas aud silks.— 
Teas were somewhat scarce, in conscqoence af so 
many English and American vessels loading. 

The following is from the Canton Register of Ihe 
20th April: 

Cireular to her majesly's subjects, British factory, 
Conton 16ih April, 1841. A satisfactory caminu- 
nication has this day been received from his excel- 
lency commissioner Yang, declaratory of the faith- 
ful intentions of his newly arıived colleagues con- 
cerning the arrangement concluded on the 20th ult. 
between H. E. and the undersigned. 

The Kwangonowloo having also issued a procla- 
mation by desire of their exeellencies, intended to 
re-assure the trading people,the plenipotentiary has 
for a like reason (with the concurrence of the go- 
vernment) made public the accompanying notice 
under his own zeal. (Signed) 

CHARLES ELLIOT, H. M's. plenipotenliary. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and 
with the advice and consent of ihe senate. 

Washington Barrow, of Mississippi, charge d’af- 
faires at {he caurt of her most faithful majesty, the 
queen of Portugal. 

Ambrose Baber, of Georgia, charge d'affaires 
near the government of Sardina. 

John S. Pendleton, of Virginia, charge d'affaires 
to the republie al Chili. 

James S. Callioun, of Georgia, consul for the port 
of Havana. 

David Hoffinan, of Maryland, commissioner under 
the act of congress to carry into elfect the conven- 
tion with the Mexican republic of the 11th of April, 
1839. 

Richard K. Call, governor of the territory of Flo- 
rida. 

United Slates marshals. 

Alexander K. McClung, lor the northern district 
of Mississippi. 

William Prentiss, for the district of Illinois. 

Land officer. 

Munford Stokes, register, Fayetteville, Arkansas. 
CUSTOM HOUSE OFFICERS— Collectors. 
George W. Pearce, Gloucester, Massachusetts. 

James K. Livingston, Genesee, New York. 

Judah T. Ainsworth, Cape Vincent, New Vork. 

Clayton H. Page, Little Egg Harbor, N. Jersey. 

Postmasters. 

Daniel H. Harris, at Frankfort, Kentucky. 

Cyrus Edwards, at Alton, Illinois. 

Geo. W. Spotswood, at Springfield, Illinois. 


Dreromatic. lsaac Rand Jackson, esq. charge 
d’affairs to Denmark, and family, embarked oa 
Thursday in the packet ship Toronto, from New 
York for London. 

AMERICAN CONSUL IMPRISONED. Captain Mer- 
riman of the barque Iris, ia 11 days from Matanzas, 
reports that Mr. Cross the Ameriean consul at that 
port, had, by order of the governor geueral of Cuba, 
been arrested and confines in prison on the day that 
the barque left. The captain did nof learn the par- 
ticulars or hear of any charges that bad been made 
against Mr. Cross, who is represented as an extreme- 
ly mild and amiable gentleman. 


THE TREASURY LOAN. The secretary of the 
treasury has negotiated $1,500,000 of the loan lately 
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PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 


authorised, being all he at present praposed for, one 
million thereof at 53 and 500,000 at 5 2-5 per cent. 
Of the latter sums, the Merchanics! bank of New 
York, took $150,000. Messrs. Camman, White- 
house & Co. has $250,000, and Messrs. Ketchua, 
Rogers & Bement $100,000 for themselves or others. 


INDIANS PACIFIED. The Burlington (L. T.) 
Hawk Eye, says that, in consequence of a visit from 
governor Chambers to the two parties of the Saca 
and Foxes, they have been reconeiled to each otlier, 
and their past difficulties, it is believed, are fully 
settled. 

Parpon. We learn from the National Intelli- 
gencer that the president has granted a pardon to 
Henry H. White, confined in the penitentiary at 
Washington under sentence for burning the treasu- 
ry. If we mistake not he had three tedious trials 
before a jury could agree—and it now appears by 
confession of one of the principal witnesses that the 
facts sworn to against White never existed — 
Tbe judges, prosecuting attorney and as many of 
the jury as eould be found as well as a number of 
respectable citizens of the District joined in petition 
for his pardon. 


= TRADE AND COMMERCE. 

The decisive overthrow of the Melbourne minis- 
try and whig party, in the recent elections ia Eng- 
land, was mainly occasioned by their attempt to 
mouify the existing laws in a direction towards 
“FREE TRADE." ‘They proposed not to dispense 
with, bnt amend the corn laws in such a toanner as 
to allow the ingress of foreign grain and flaur upon 
more liberal and regular terms than heretofore, and 
to reduce the duty upon sugar and a few other arti- 
cles. Nearly the whole agricultnral interest of the 
country was aroused, at once, by the proposition, 
and throwing their weight into the aristocratie 
scale, the tory party are elevated to power and the 
sealis reaffixed to the interdietion of our surplus 
breadstuffs, unless the British community are, by 
the faiture of their own crops, reduced to the extre- 
mity of almost starvation. 

It is well for the United States (hat the policy of 
the Biitish government is thus distinetly ascertain- 
ed, before congress were prepared to revise the cx- 
isting tariff of this country. There is now no 
doubt as to the measures which we have to enconn- 
ter abroad. We understand the policy which their 
interest has induced them ta adopt towards us—and 
we have only to consider how our interest can best 
be promoted in meeting their prohibitions. They 
legislate, not in behalf of FREE TRADE—but in be- 
half of British TRADE—not in behalf of the gene- 
ral interest of the world; of a liberal, fair, open 
commerce—but in behalf of the monopoly of trade, 
so far as it ean be secured to the benefit of the sub- 


| jects of “her majesty.” They take care of them- 


selves—it becomes our duty to take equal care of 
ourselves, We should have been glad—as we took 
occasion to express when the propositions of the 
Melbourne ministers were first announced in be- 
halt ol a modification of their restrictive laws—we 
should have rejoiced to meet them more than half 
way in the henevolent enterprise of benefitting all, 
by abandoning, as far as possible, restrictions upon 
commerce. ltistrne, and we so intimated, that 
we had but a glimmer of hope that they would se- 
riously and in good faith abandon one inch of tlie 
advantage they have gained over us in our existing 
intercourse. Yet we cauglf willingly even at the 
professed design of taking such a direction. Ii ap- 
pears that it was but to announce such a design in 
England, to insure tbe defeat of the party so pre- 
suming upon British liberality. The remotest gleam 
of hope, in that direction, is at once extinguished, 
The contest for our fair share of the trade of the 
world must be forthwith commenced, and we hope 
it will be fought out fairly, spiritedly, manfully. 
The tories come into power upon the ground that 
the restrictive policy is to be maintained, ang main- 
tained it will be—bnt not without some people bav- 
ing to pay the price of the monopoly. 1f they can 
induce the United States to continue, as they have 
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for years past, to verge on towards “free trade," than double the quantity supposed to be produced 
admitting British articles at less and less duty, and, | by the British West Indies. 

in many cases, free of any duty, to the manilest pro- 
fit of British mannfacturers—whilst oa the otber 
hand, they tax American products almost, and often 
quite, to tlie point of prohibition; if the American 
people will subiait to a continuance of this system, 


building is alse the state library, but the short time 
allotted for our stay did not ailmit of our visiting it. 

We contrived to steal time, however, to climb to 
the top of the deme and were richly rewarded fer a 
somewhat fatiguing ascent by one of the finest pa- 
noramas the eye can ask. The city lies like a map 
at your feet, with all its old buildings, streets and 


PRODUCTION OF SUGAR IN THE WORLD. The 
following approximative estimate of the quantity of 
sugar, produced in different parts of the world, is 
taken Irom the British Almanac: à 


they will just as effectually be taxed to pay the à* ^ Cis. picturesque vicinity, through wbich flows the wind- 
price of this British monopnly, as they could ever| British sugar colonies ^5. 8,571,378 | ing Severn, while in the distance lies the bright and 
have been by submitting to the British stamp tax British India : a 519,126  |silvery bay, now exhibiting in full view the object 
and tax upon tea, which our fathers resisted in the! Danish West Indies Æ - 450,000 of our journey—the majestic Delaware—lying at 
last century. i , Dutch do. 260,060 anchor off the mouth of the Severn, with her taper- 

That the tory ministry will have great difficulty | French sugar colonies 2,160,000 |ing masts and spars distictly traced against the sky. 
in surmounting the embarrassments which lie in United States 900,000 Here it would have been sweet to linger, while *ad- 


the path before them, no one, who will review the 
predicament whicb compelled the Melbourne mi- 
nistry to adventure this last expedient for maintain- 
ing power, will doubt fora moment. it was by no 
means a voluntary suggestion of theirs. it was, in, 
fact, a mere expedient to escape from difficulties 


miration feeding at the eye,” might expatiate over 
the attracting view, and examine all its details at 
leisure. But we hastened down, and, after a tran- 
sient visit to the City Hotel, descended to the steam- 
boat George Washington, which lay waiting to re- 
ceive us, while here again the beloved stripes and 


Brazils (exact quantity of white not 
distinguished) * 2,400,000 
Spanish West Indies ® 4,481,840 
Java (withont distinction of quality) 892,474 

For internal consumption exclusive 

China, India, Siam, Java, and the 


which they perceived no other method of overcem- United States 2,146,927 Stars threw their protection over us, the waving 
10g. How the new ministers may contrive to sur- LL [tints partially hid by a cloud of steam, whose white 
mount ibose same embarrassments, remains to be 18,080,658  |coluimnn contrasted strongly with volumes of the 


ascertained. They are of ne trifling import—and 
whatever expedient they may be driven to resort to, 
may possibly be lound as unpalatable to the British 
people, as was the suggestion of modilying thecorn 
laws. They will find it no easy inatter to compen- 
sate forthe diminution of tbe West india trade, 
under the new policy there new in progress of ex- 
periment.* And, may we hope thai they will find 
it an equally diffieult task to reconcile the United 
States to a continuance of a system which operates 
to drain the union ef trom twenty te lorty millions 
of dollars annually, when, by a wise legislation, the 
trade might be at least equalized. 

We are deciples te the doctrine laid down by 
Thomas Jefferson, when first secretary of state un- 
der the federal eonstitution—that in our intercourse 
with other countries, it comporta alike with the ho- 

-nor and the true interest ot the United States to ex- 
tend, to every country, privilege for privilege—and 
to meet them with restriction for restriction. 


blackest smoke, that seemed contending wilh it for 
the mastery. "The windows of the houses were oo- 
cupied, and the wharf crowded with spectators, 
drawn, no doubt, by the expectation of seeing Aim, 
the president, on whom all eyes are now bent wilh 
so intent and anxious a gaze. Being disappointed 
in this, they seemed to solace themselves with, what 
was the next best thing, a very curious and critical 
inspection of the merebers of his cabinet. At length 
tbe bell sounded, and the boat, swinging out ftom 
her fastenings, wafted us down the bay, some four 
or five miles, to the spot where the Delaware was 
moored. 

And here we feel sensibly our want of nautical 
knowledge: for though all looked upon that noble 
object wilb feelings ol the strongest interest and de- 
light, the ignorance of a landsman, mingled with 
emotion, in a great degree unfits us to speak with 
strict propriety of what gave all who gazed npon it 
such lively pleasure. A ship-of-war any where, and 
of any nation, is an objeet fitted to fill the raind 
and ronse the feelings. it is such a produet of bu- 
man skill—such an emblem and evidence of human 
strength—it calls up associatinns ot so grave, and 
yet so exciting, a kind—that it can never be looked 
upon with entire indifference; but to an American, 


Visrr To THE U. Srares SHIP DELAWARE. 
Saturday having been set apart as the day on which 
the president, the heads of department, members of 
congress ol beth houses, together with a select com- 
pany of invited gnests, should pay a visit to the ship 
Deiaware, now lying in the Chesapeake bay, off 
Annapolis, a train of cars was in readiness at the 
depot iu this city to receive them at seven o'clock. 

Owing to the pressure of official duties, the pre- 
sident was, to the regret of all concerned, unable to 
join the party. But the secretaries of the navy, of 
state and ol war, the attorney general, and. post- 
master general, (the secretary ol the treasury being 
prevented by indisposition), took their places in the 
eats at the appointed hour, as did many ineinbers of 
congress, especially those from the western states, to 
many of whom a ship-of-war was a sight now to;be 
enjoyed for the first time. A few senators also joined 
the party, as more would no doubt have done had 
not the senate on Friday, (unexpectedly to many), 
refused io adjourn over to Monday. The sky, for 
some tiine, presented a lowering aspect, and soie 
drops of rain fell soon alter the cars had got in mo- 
tion; but the weather very seen cleared away, the 


PRODUCTION OF COFFEE IN THE WORLD. The 
British Almanac states tbat according to an approxi- 
mate estimate prepared by Mr. McQueen, the quan- 
lity of coffee produced in the various countries in 
which it forms a commercial export is as follows: 


unds. morning proved propitious, and just cool enongh to 4 F R 
Brazils 134,000,600 | wake the ride refreshing. "The company was ming- | esse of hel glorious itte navy a fist rate Ame- 
Cuba and Puerto Rico 49,840,000 jed witheut distinction et partieseend alll seemed s lire ol; Battle ship, full T and comple- 
TERIS $0,174,460 exhilarated by an escape from Ihe routine of official tely equipped for Fs p: AUT S els which ERE 
Hayti 43,007,522 toil, like so many school beys set free, for one day au Pp 5 P 


the whole man, carrying away his deepest musings 
to tbe future and to the past. And, necordingly, it 
was interesting to witness the truth of this remark, 


at least, lrom the sound. of recitations and the do- 


teal coloni 
PRU ONG minion of the rules. The cry of “Mr. Speaker!" 


Venezuela and Columbia 


14,720,000 
11,544,024 


i 10,000 was no more heard, for every body spoke at once, e 
Mind EE aa (as at certain times within the walls of a certain (dtu enge Drean LUE E m 
Central America 897,510 house); and in plare of the yea-and-nay bell, was, -aqnally subsided: every eye was fixed Bera fime 
British West Indies 10,469,955 tod the qu E oe ne SUD whine, or the pue ignite seemed STO and one heard only 
British Indies 6,245,028 caus E W E Md Cane a au occasional remark of lowly uttered adiniration as 

AIEI was not strictly a part of the plan), graced the her proportions and majestic size became more dis- 


The consumption of coffee in Great Britain, dnr- 
ing the year 1838, was 24,920,920 Ibs. being more 


[lOi ret ae Ce fum eee E rr ee ee 

*An artele in the Inst Blackwood, enumerating the 
errors which produced the overthrow of the Melbourne 
naaistry, dwells with foree upon what the writer consi- 
ders their unfortanate and mistaken policy towards the 
West Indies. “They have first diminished,” says the 
writer, “by about e third, the total agricultural prodaee 
of the British West India islands, and the total amount 
of shipping employed betweea them and the mother 
country; and then, to fill up the gap, and remedy the 
deficiency which they themselves have created, they 

ropose to complete the destruction of the British West 
To: ia islands by nn inundation of forcign eugar, which 
will at once render cultivation in our own colonies ini- 
possible.” ; 

Another resalt lias been to increase the slave trade 
in Cuba and Brazil; for the deficiency of the crops in 
the British West Indles has stimulated production in 
those other countries, where slnve labor is used. It is 


said that since the cmancipation act the importation of 


negroes hus risen trom about one hundred to onc hun- 
dred and ninety thousand aunually. 

Lord Palmerston, in his electionecring harangue at 
Tiverton, in relation to the British West Tag colonies, 
says:—"“The West ladies were in a state of grent ditli- 
culty, owing to the existence of slavery in its colonies. 
Thera were 800,000 slaves there—the objects vf suspi- 
cion to the whites—the source of distarbanee on every 
occasion, and whose compulsory abor, being not equal 
to tho free labor of spontaacous workmen, did not snp- 
ply tho ownora of estates with a saüefactory and cer- 
tnin source, of labor lur the euliivatian of their Inuds.— 
We eatried a measure unexaimpled in the history of the 
prople— we induced parliament to set tree 500,000 
slaves—to convert 800,000 slaves into free and indc- 
endent citizens. Thus strengthening the empire at 
lire without ia the slightest degree diminishine, hut 
on the contrary inereasing, the value of the property 
of those who had becn the owners of those elaves.— 
[Loud clieere."] 


cheerful company by their presence and smiles; 
and the evident pleasure they received from the 
trip tended much to augment a like feeling in their 
less susceptible companions. 

The country between Washington and Annapolis 
possesses but few attractions, and every one was 
rejoiced when the word passed from mouth to 
month, “Here we are! this is Annapolis.” 

That ancient city, venerable as well from its early 
date as from the spiit.stiring associations with 
which it is connected, though not large has a pic- 
tnresque appearance; many of its buildings private 
as well as publie, preserving, unclianged, a inodel 
of the style of architecture which prevailed while 
Maryland was yet the seat of the colonial govern- 
ment. Among these are the state house, St. John’s 
college, and the Episcopal church, whose lofty 
brick towers forin a striking element in the land. 
scape, viewed from whatever direction. The state 
house is of brick, stands upon a commanding emi- 
nence, and is remarkable for its very lofty and high- 


which the star-spangled banner now quietly waved 
to the breeze, Here we were privileged to stand, 
on that hallowed spot where once.was witnessed 
the most sublime act which human history has re- 
corded; we mean the surrender, by WASHINGTON, 
of his military command, at the close of that vieto- 
rious struggle which had placed his country high 
upon the roll of nations. There yet stands the chair 
in which governor Miíllin, (then presiding over 
congress), sat when the commission was resigned, 
and tbe short bul impressive words uttered, which, 
of themselves, were enough to give GEORGE WASH- 
INGTON a place in every American heart. On the 


Paca, Carrnll, Chase and Stone, four of the signers 
of the Declaiation of Independence. In (his same 


tinctly visible. 
that is too light and gay a comparison—rather like 
some formidable fortress, with all its armament set 
afloat by magic power. Her grim and frowning bal- 
teries, row above row, their black and threatening 
muzzles protruded from the ports, struck the mind 
with awe. 
lieve the severity of the emotion. 
Jeel that here ornament was ont of place. Power— 
defensive, and, if need be, offensive, poweR—that 


ly ornamental dome and cupela from the top of 


walls of the ehamber lung full-length portraits of 


She lay like a floating palace—no, 


There was no guilded ornament to re- 
Every one must 


was the single idea solemnty, almost paintully, im- 
pressed upon the sonl. And then, as the eye glanc- 
ed up—upward, upward—along her towering masts, 
the symmetry, the harinony, the nautical beauty and 
grace, the evidence of skill and combination, the 
union of strength with ease, the deepest science ap- 
plied to the plainest, (yet the fittest), materials, the 
gradual diminution and altenuation of the lines of 
tracery, so beautifully drawn agaiast the sky, oc- 
casioned an elevation of the thoughts exactly adapt- 
ed to succeed the impression produced by the sight 
of the beavy armament. But bow shall we describe 
the effect, when, suddenly, the spars were seen to 
be alive with human beings! and the long rows of 
seamen, all dressed in the same simple costume, 
looked, at a little distance, ns though they were 
holding hands, and were supported only by the air? 
Row above row they stood, sileatly looking down 
upon the approach of the visiters, (aicong. whom 
they thought the president was one), with that ait 
ot simplicity and boyish curiosity which mark the 
charneter of the bravest tar. We forgot the guns— 
we forgot the towering masts. All eyes, and, we 
believe we may truly add, all hearts were fixed and 
fastened on the MEN. ‘There they stood—our gal- 
lant, our noble, our simple-hearted, unpretending 
defenders—ready to brave the Wildest storms; ready 
to breast the most threatening danger; asking nothing 
bot (ood, a pittance for their mothers, and some just 
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meed of ackvowledgment when they have acted 
nobly in our cause. And who, that is not dead to 
every grateful feeling can withhold i? Well may 
the patriotic muse delight to embody their praise, 
and make it the burden ofsome of her sweetest me- 
lodies. Poor fellows! how often do those strains 
sound but the dirge over their deep, Lheir undistin- 
guishing grave! 

In mounting the ship’s side, the secretary of the 
Davy, as right, (being in his element) preceded, and 
was followed by the residue of the cabinet. Then 
came the ladies; and then followed a promiscuous 
crowd of climbing senators, congressmen, judges, 
governors, generals and naval and military men, of 
every grade, together with other citizens who had 
been so lortunate as to have been distinguished by 
the commodore’s gracious invitation. Gracious it 
was and gracious was its giver, ay, and graceful tao, 
as no man could deny or donbt lora moment who 
witnessed his reception of his guests, and watched 
the expression of his df&nified and intripid counte- 
naoce. He stood near the entrance ot his own cabin, 
surrounded hy as fine a group of officers as the eye 
of a commander or the heart of a contented crew; 
could wish to look upon. After the secretary of the Í 
navy had taken his place near him, the commander 
of the ship, captain Charles S. McCauley, introduc- ! 
ed all her officers in snecession according to their 
tank; to each of whom he extended his hand, with 
that frank and open air which naturally belongs to 
the man, and which so strongly maiks bis manners 
and his character. The youngest midshipman was 
as kindly and as respectfully received as the oldest 
lieutenant, and they all seemed to appreciate and to 
reciprocate the friendly feeling with which they were 
recognised by the respected head of their own de- 
servedly popular department. 

The remaining guests baving in turn been receiv- 
ed, a salute of seventeen guns was fired, being the 
number prescribed by the navy regulations as the 
mark of respect to a governor of a state or the 
head of a department when visiting a ship of war. 
The marines were praraded on the larboard side of 
the ship as the guests entered from the opposite side, 
and a most creditable appearance they made, their 
uniforms critically neat, and their muskets shining 
with a brilliancy that no labor could have heighten- 
ed. At the sound of the boatswain's whistle the 
men descended from the yards, where they had stood 
till now, looking down upon the strangers beneath 
their feet. Soon afterwards the drums beat “lo 
quarters,” and the men, in their white trowsers and 
farpoulin hats, (the bosoms of their shirts having a 
patch of blue cloth upon them worked in white and 
each tied with a black riband), hastened to their seve- 
ral stations, each company around its own gun; and 
then the proper officers passed round with wiitten 
rolls in their hands, calling the men by name and ac- 
cording to the station of each man at the piece. The 
company next walked, in a sort of procession, round 
the vessel; and really the sight of such a number of 
healthy, orderly, hardy looking, able-bodied men as 
compose the crew was most exhilarating, and, we 
may add, consoling; for it was impassible, while be- 
holding them, thus collected and arranged, not to 
say to one’s self, “my own lile and the liberty and 
honor of my country are entirely safe with such de- 
fenders.” "There were in all nine hundred of them; 
a portion being, of course, upon the lower decks, so 
that you could not get the whole into youreye at one 
time; but wherever you went about the ship the 
same speciacle met your view, for a body of men 
more uniform in size and appearance was probably 
never collected in one vessel. They are, most of 
them, of iniddle age and under, sixty ol them being 
boys, recently taken from tlie naval school on board 
the Pennsylvania at Norlolk. Fine bright eyed 
boys they are, full of lile and ambition, and action 
and emulation; and the very best of seamen they 
will soon prove themselves in the higher and more 
extended school into which they have now eu- 
tered. 

Having marched round the spar-deck, we were 
next conducted below. The Delaware is reckoned, 
in naval estimation, a two-decker; but, like every 
ship of that class, she has iu fact four decks: the 
spar-deck, being that on which yon step when de- 
scending from her bulwatks; the upper or main 
gun-deck, on which is her lighter battery; the lower 
guu-deck, on which is her battery of heavy guns; 
aud what is/ealled the orlop-deck, below all, and 
appropriated to the use and accommodation of the 
officers, with the exceptiun of the commodore, cap- 
tain, first and second licutenants, whose quarters 
are above. On the two gun-decks we -were grati- 
fied at seeing the mess tables of the men, swung 
opposite the spaces between the guns, with benches, 
also swung, at each side—the whole capable of be- 
ing drawn up close to the beams of the deck over- 
head, to be out of the way when the ship is cleared 
for action. Were were piled (heir tin caus, ou the 


top of which it was most gratilying to discover, laid 
in the neatest order a seamen’s httle library, con- 
sisting of two bibles, two prayer books, two hymn 
books and one volume of a moral and entertaining 
character, (The hyinn books, in every instance, 
were the most worn). We say this was gratifying; 
for who among men stand more in need of the in- 
structions and the support drawn from the volume 
of inspiration and the promises of religion than these 
forgotten sons of the deep, whose lives are in jeopar- 
dy beyond the lot of other men, while, too’ often, 
their moral and religious education is of all men most 
neglected? 

Speaking of these mess tables, we may as well 
take this place to observe that not only these, but 
every individual thing, whether of wood or metal, 


‘on board this fine ship, was as scrupulously and 


thoroughly clean as the hand of man could make 
them. The very decks were as white as a milk 
pail; and the tables so refreshingly clean, that they 
might be eaten fram without any intervening sub- 
stance. It was, soon alter, our pleasure to see them 
surrounded, each with a merry company of cheer- 
fol, hungry, contented looking tars, as one need to 
look at on a summer's day. Their vessels of boiled 
mess pork, bot froin the regions of the cook, (each 
piece marked by the by, with the wumber of the 
gun), their pans of pease soup, yet hotter than the 
meat, (as we can testify, lor we scalded our mouths 
in partaking a sip of itat a mess table), with the 
pile of shipbread broken into small pieces, ready for 
use, altogether looked so inviting and so coinlorta- 
ble, that they might awaken appetite in stomaclis 
cloyed with the delicacies ofa more luxurious table, 
and accordingly we noticed a numberof the guests, 
and among them of the ladies, partaking of this un- 
wonted repast, to the no smal! surprise and delight 
of honest Jack, who, having no lork, was some- 
what at a loss how to do the agreeable, but who, 
after a salt water apology, took the jack knife (well 
so named, “Jack” js never without it), which hung 
by a ropeyarn froin sume part of his dress, and forth- 
with carved, inasomewhatextemporaneous, way, the 
best morsel in his kid for his unexpected guests. 
Ou the lower deck fifteen inen are stationed at each 
gun; on the upper, thirteen. It were long to go 
into a minute account of the many convenient ar- 
rangements which were politely shown and explain- 
ed to us, for availing of the small quantity of extra 
room, when so much is necessarily given to warlike 
purposes; for stowing away in the most compact 
and convenient manner, the endless variety of mat- 
ters and things which the service af such a ship re- 
quires; bag rovms, bread rooms, spirit rooms, armo 

ries, magazines, tool shops, paint lockers, rope lock- 
ers and more else than we can remember, or than 
there would be time and space to enumerate if we 
could. All was most orderly. En fact, throughout 
the entire scene, order seemed to be inscribed every 
where. There was, litterally, a place for every 
thing, and every thing was in its place. ‘The officers 
were most patient with our ignorance, and theie po- 
liteness suffered not the least expression or look of 
lurking contempt to betray itself at the many sim- 
ple and land Jubberly questions with which we teaz- 
ed them. All was politeness and good humor. In- 
deed, there seemed pot a human being to be ont of 
huroor while we were on board, save one poor fellow, 
whose check was pretty well scorched and (what 
he cared more for, perhaps), his whiskers singed, by 
the awkward discharge of a pistol from the haod of 
a shipmate. 

We entered, among other partitions, what is call- 
ed “the sick bay"—a portion of one of the lower 
decks, railed olf for the accommodation of the few 
sick, about thirty in all, and of these not inany very 
ill, who were carefully and kindly attended by their 
messmates, detailed for that duty; and no sick cham- 
ber, in any gentleman's house, isin a cleaner or bet- 
ter state. ‘The ship carries out a surgeon and four 
assistants. The magazines, of which there were two, 
we of course did not enter. 

Among other articles worthy of note, below, were 
ten very long and large hfe-preservers, each capable 
of sustaining in the water more than fifty men, and 
the whole made to be lashed together in the torm of 
à ratt, so that, should the ship founder, the crew 
may all be rescued from drowning at the time, and, 
should other circumstances be favorable, might all 
save (heir lives, This, we believe, is quite a modern 
improvement. 

The Delaware, though rated as a seventy-four, 
carries 88 guns; of which, thirty-two are on her 
lower gun-deck, forty-two pounders; thirty-two on 
her upper gun-deck, thiity-two pounders; and the 
rest on her spar deck. She mounts eight of the 
newly invented Paizhun guns, which differ little from 
others, save that (lie bore is larger and the gun con- 
sequently not so thick, and there is a more cxact ap- 
paratus for depressing an:l elevating them; they are 
fired by percussion caps, and there is a minutely 


radnated brass scale by which to regulate the sighls. 
The ball they fire is hollow, in tact a small sized 
bomb-shell, charged with powder only, and fired 
point.blaik instead of at an angle, as bombs are 
fired from mortars. A shot, when charged, weighs 
filly pounds, and contains a pound of guupowder; 
the full charge to propel it is eight pounds, though 
less than that, and as low as five pounds, is some- 
times used. 

The dimensions of the ship are as follows: 

Extreme length, over all, 209 feet. 

Extreme beam 54.6. 

Depth of the hold 21. 

Length of the keel tor tonnage 162. 

Carpeuter’s tonnage 2,393.4-95. 

Height from lower edge of rabbit of keel fo top of 
gun-deck 2.48. 

Between lower and upper gun-decks 7.10. 

Between upper gun-deck and spar-deck 78. 

Between spar-deck and round house 6.103. 

Her dranght, aft, at present is 2.56. 

She carries two chain cables, and one of heinp, 
each of 120 fathoms in length; the former being 
stopped by a new patent contrivance with a screw, 
called, if we remember right *Mix's stopper.” 

Alter the men bad refreshed theinselves by a good 
dinner, the drums beat to “general quariers,” which 
signifies that the inen are to man all the guns and 
prepare for action. No sooner was this order given 
tban a scene of action and bustle ensued which it 
would be difficult for a landsman to conceive, and 
which once seen can never be forgotten. ‘The whole 
crew seemed suddenly to have been seized with one 
universa] madness; they ran abont in all dircctians, 
as if a lighted squib was attached behind to each 
man, from which he was vainly trying to escape.— 
One had his arms and bosom full of pistols; another 
was carrying hatchets and boarding-pikes; another 
was running with a load of cutlasses; another had a 
raminer in his hand; another was pulling a round 
tow-bag off the spunge which was to spunge out the 
piece; some were taking off the aprons, or caver- 
ings, from the touch-holes; others were clearing out 
the touch-holes with small wires; others were hand- 
ling the breechings, or heavy ropes which receive 
the recoil of the guns; others elevating and painting 
the guns; the lights were extinguished; the magazine 
opened; cartridges were handed up; and more things 
done in a minute than can well be told in half an 
hour; the men hurrying backward and forward; the 
officers delivering orders through their speaking 
trumpets; taidshipmen passing about every where; 
not a voice heard but the voice of comoand; tili, at 
length, alter all these multiplied and seemingly con- 
fused movements had come to a pause, the word 
“FIRE!” was given; and then the mock engagement 
began in earnest. The heavy guus were discharged 
irregularly, but in very 1apid succession, sometimes 
several at once, jarring the ship from stem to stern; 
in the meanwhile, the marines commenced dis- 
charges of musketry on the spar-deck, in which they 
were accompanied by the sailors, each of whom had 
a short gun and a pistol, both of which they reload- 
ed, firing away with all their might. 

The effect of these mimic thunders was truly as- 
founding to landsmen, and in the midst of it au ofli- 
cer went to the gangway with a large wooden rattle, 
which he plied vigorously tor some moments, when 
presenily up came the inen, in troops, treading on 
one another’s heels in their haste, with boarding 
pikes, axes, and broad short swords, with which 
they climbed the bulwarks as if expecting to meet 
aneneiny endeavoiing to scale their marine ram- 
parts and to take the ship by boarding. Those with 
the pikes stood on the deck aud thrust over the bam- 
mocks, às if al the heads of assailants; while those 
with the swords rushed (o the top and there stood 
upon the hammocks, (which are closely stowed 
above the bulwarks), brandishing their bright broad 
blades and looking over as if to see their loea climb- 
jug the bulwarks tiom without. Soinetimes thev all 
rushed in a crowd towards the bowsprit, sometimes 
to one site of the ship, sometimes to the other, as 
the orders of the officers resounded in the contusion; 
meanwhile the lorty-two pounders were thundering 
away below, and thus they continued to demolish 
tbeir imaginary assailants until, having sunk and 
destroyed them all, they were ordered to desist, and 
the diums beat a triumphant sound as if in celebra- 
lion of the victory. 

During this whole scene—a scene which no words 
can adequately describe—the visitors stood in asto- 
nishiment, some having climbed up on the boats be- 
tween the masts, others beiog mounted onthe round 
house, and among them, to the astonishment of 
many, stood the ladies, no whit dismayed or dispos- 
ed to quail or faint, but seeming rather animated and 
excited by the sights and sourds around them, al- 
though the atmosphere was filled with smoke, and 
it was impossible to hear yourself speak, and the 
deck treiabled beneath their feet. 
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We had often heard and read of engagements at 
sea, but never did an adequate conception enter our 
mind of what must be the awful and soul-fransport- 
ing terrors and excilement uf such a spectacle. It 
seemed pretty formidable even here, where there 
were none of those fearful adjuncts which there en- 
hance the horrors of the scene. Here were no shot 
froin the enemy, driving in the bulwarks and send- 
ing murderous splinters in every direction; no fall- 
ing of masts and spars: no gory wounds, and decks 
afloat with blood. Yet, from the excitinent which 
was every where manifested in this short mock 
fight, as well by officers as men, by raw landsmen, 
and even by frail and delicate women, it might be 
well imagined that where the fearlu! game is actu- 
ally playing in earnest, every thing like fear vanishes 
in a moment, and all the real horrors of the scene are 
lost and overwhelmed in the absorbing anxiety for 
victory. 

The battle over, we were called to an attack of a 
different kind. Both in the captain's cabin and in 
the waid-roain tables were spread with a substan- 
tial cold collation of beef, hams, tongues, fowls, &c. 
flanked by a plentiful supply of the juice of the 
grape; and what with the fatigues of the journey and 
with the terrors of the engagement, every body 
seemed in trim to do the amplest justice to the hos- 
pitality of the host. Knives and forks rattled almost 
as loudly as the boarders’ pikes and cuttasses had 
done a little before; and in a very short time the ta- 
bles, if not the decks, were strewed with **dead 


meu.” No speeches were made, (unless very short- 


ones, between chicken and champagne), but to- 
ward the close of the entertainment the health of 
captain McCauley and the officers of tbe Delaware, 
was given by col. Washington, and drank with a 
unanimous and very hearty expression of assent.— 
Presently the toast was amended by including the 
crew, when an enthusiastic voice exclaimed, “yes, 
by Jove, and the ship too!" The commander of 
the Delaware returned the compliment by toasting 
the members of congress, with a wish that “they 
might make liberal appropriations tor the navy."— 
This sally produced no little merriment; which was 
yet further heightened by a rejoinder from Mr. 
Dean, expressing his confidence that “whenever the 
officers and crew of tbat ship met an enemy, they 
inight do the same for them.” ‘The company then 
returned to the deck, when the admirable band at- 
tached to the ship performed some of Rossini’s finest 
airs in a slyle with which the composer himself 
would not have been dissatisfied. Atter this we 
had one more treat, in witnessing a number of 
strictly maritime mancuvres in raising and lower- 
ing the wide and heavy sails of the ship. 

The closing hour was spent in general hilarity and 
enjoyment. Never, we believe, were more delight- 
ed faces collected in one glad group, within the same 
space, before. The company were delighted; the 
officers were delighted; the men seemed as well 
pleased as either; the ship rang with explosions of 
langhter and salties of wit; and-when the parting sa- 
lute came, and the yards were again manned, there 
was nol an individual who saw the smoke of the 
last gun curling and rolling majestically over the 
water, and heard the rich sound of the huzzas from 
yards and decks, who did not bring away with him 
a warmer heart toward our gallant navy, and the 
brave, whole souled and gentlemanly officers who 
will bear its flag untarnished over every sea; and 
who, whenever he rernembcrs or hears of the Dela- 
waie, will not associate with that naine the remem- 
brance of at least one happy day. 

[National Intelligencer. 


THE ARMY. 

From Florida. The threat made by the colonel 
commanding to give Wild Cat a ride on Harney’s 
rail road, has had the desired effect, and ] am happy 
to inform yon that 65 of his people are now at Tam- 
pa, making the whole number of hostiles now in 
195. [t is the intention of cot. Worth to send them, 
Aor safe keeping to the outer Cedar Key. The se- 
cond infantry take the field to-morrow In pursuit of 
Allock Tuestennuggee. Itis to be hoped that their 
persevering efforts may be crowned with success. 
The gentleman keeps shy since his sound thrashing 
by lieut. Albertis. 

The troops at Fort King, Florida, continue very 
sickly, as well as those at other posts. 

[Savannah Georgian, Ang. 10. 

The 2d regiment. The Buffalo Commercial says: 
“The 2d artillery under the command of col. Bank- 
head, leit this city, via the canal, tor the geabord 

esterday morning. ‘The boats, fifteen in number, 
belonging to the Detroil and Troy and Erie lines. 
Messrs. Kingman & Co. and Coit, Kunberly & Co, 
agents, had the contract. 

The Detroit detachinent are conforlably situat- 
ed in the 2d's late quarters, at Poinsett barracks. 


THE NAVY. 

The U. 8. schooner Grampus, lieut. Paine, com- 
manding, arrived at Boston on Saturday morning, 
froin the coast of Africa, via Ponce, P. R. 

The frigate ** Congress was launched at Ports- 
mouth navy yard on the 16th inst, She is said to 
be a splendid specimen ot naval architecture. Great 
pains have been taken with her construction, and 
experienced architects have expressed great admi- 
ration.of her model and proportions. This ship is, 
in fact, says the Boston Courier, designed to be a 
model frigate—and we have reason to believe that 
no little interest is felt by the navy board, and naval 
architects, to know what may be the result of some 
experiments tried in her construction. 


The Norfolk Beacon says, that the French frigate. 


L'Armide, of 46 guns, captain Louvet, bearing the 
broad pennant of admiral Arnous, and brig L'Au- 
rier, of 16 guns, captain Gamier, came up from 
Hampton roads on Sunday morning, and anchored 
off the naval hospital. The customary salutes were 
exchanged by those ships and the Pennsylvania, flag 
ship of com. Shubrick. 

The brig Bisson, of 20 guns, captain D'Auguil- 
lecount, is daily expected. 

It is stated in the Philadelphia papers that orders 
have been given to prepare the lrigate Raritan, 
which had been so long on the stocks at the navy 
yard Philadelphia, to be employed as one of the 
home squadron. 

The United States ship St. Louis, commander 
Forrest, sailed from Tahito, March 7, for the Sand- 
wich Islands. The officers and crew were all well, 
except lieut. Darlington, who was convalescent. 

The East India Squadron. The Boston Mercan- 
tile Journal publishes a letter from an officer attached 
to the East India squadron, dated, Cape uf Good 
Hope, April 22d. The squadron was about sailing 
from Saldanha bay, tor the purpose of overhauling 
the Constellation’s rudder. 

Cape of Good Hope papers to the 11th of May, 
received at New-York, mention that the U. S. ships 
Eden and Boston were still at Saldanha 

ay. 

The longest way round. The bon. Mark Kerr, a 
lieutenant in the British navy, says the Boston Mer- 
cantile Journal, arrived in the Sarah Parker, from 
Singapore, last week, and took passage in the Aca- 
dia, for Liverpool. He wishes to be in England as 
soon as possible, on leaving Calcutta, and though 
some English ships were about to sail lor London 
direct, he preferred taking passage for Boston, as 
his quickest route. He will probably be in Eng- 
land in 140 days after leaving Singapore. 


GOV. McNUTT'S LETTER. 

We publish below, the correspondence between 
governor McNutt and the bond holders in Amster- 
dam, Messrs. Hope & Co. Ii will be read with in- 
terest. 

To the governor of the state of Mississippi: 

The undersigned, as trustees for the holders of 
debentures of the Bank of the United States at Phi- 
ladelphia, on deposit of American state stocks, and 
amongst others, of a cousiderable amount of bonds 
of the state of Mississippi, bearing five per cent. 
interest, issued through the Union bank ot Missis 
sippi, and made payable to the agency of the United 
States bank of Pennsylvania, in London, the prin- 
cipal in 1850 and 1858, and the dividends semi- 
annually in May and November, having been refus- 
ed payment of the interest «tue the first of this month, 
on said bonds, are compelled to address themselves 
tu the government of the state of Mississippi; and 
from their confidence in the faith of that govern- 
ment, they feel convinced, that the simple men- 
tioning the fact of the non-payment will be a sufli- 
cient stiwulus for the government of the state of 
Mississippi to take immediate ineasures for the 
payment ot the interest now due and which will 
further successively become due on those bonds, 
and to prevent irregularities or demur so prejudicial 
to the interest of American credit in general, aud 
to that of the state of Mississippi in particular. 

HOPE & CO. 

Amsterdam, 22d May, 1841. 


Execulive department, city of Jackson, July 13, 1841. 

GENTLEMEN: I have received your letter, dated 
Aunsterdain, 22d May, 184t, postmarked Washing- 
ton city, June 21st, 134t, and bearing the official 
frank of the honorable Daniele Webster, secretary 
ol state of ihe United States. Ihave duly con- 
sidered the contents thereof. ‘Those bnnds were 
not sold in accordance with the constitution and 
laws of this state—they were delivered by me as 
escrows, to be sold at not less than their par value, 
aud Jor cash, as the statute of this state required. 
The charter of the Mississippi Union bank pre- 
scribes not only the substauee, but the form of the 


bonds; and provides that they shall be in the sum 
of two thousand dollars each—'**which sum, the 
said state of Mississippi, promises to pay in current 
money of the United States," to tbe order of the 
bank, with interest at the rate of five per cent. per 
annum, payable half yearly at the place named in 
the endorsement of the bonds. The act further 
provides, that ‘said bonds shall not be sold under 
their par value. The bonds having been deliver- 
ed to the managers of the bank to be sold on cer- 
tain conditions, the state cannot be bound for their 
redemption, unless the terms prescrihed were cam- 
plied with in the sale. The constitution of tbis 
state expressly provides, that “no law shall ever be 
passed to raise a loan of money upon the credit 
of the slate, or to pledge the faith of the state for 
the payment or redemption of any loan or ‘debt, 
unless such law be proposed in the senate or house 
ol representatives, and be agreed to hy a majority 
of the members of each hoyse and entered on their 
journals, with the yeas and Nays taken thereon, and 
be referred to the next sueceeding legislature and 
published for three months previous to the next re- 
gular election, in three newspapers of this state; 
and unless a majority af each branch of the legis- 
lature so elected after such publication, shall agree 
to and pass such Jaw; and in such case, the yeas 
and nays shall be taken and entered on tlie journals 
of each house: Provided, that nothing in this sec- 
tion shall be so construed as to prevent the legisla- 
ture from negotiating a further loan of one and a 
half millions of dollars, and vesting the same in 
stock reserved to the state by the charter of the 
Planters bank of the state of Mississippi,” 

Five millions of state bonds, dated the 5th, 6th, 
7th, 8th and 9th days of June, 1538, were sold by the 
commissioners appointed by the Mississippi Union 
bank, to N. Biddle, esq. on the 18th day Aug. 1833, 
for five million of dollars lawful money of the United 
States, payable in five equal instalments, of one mil- 
liun dollars each, on the first day of November, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, aud on the 
first days of January, March, May and July, in the 
year one thousand eight bundred and thirty-nine, and 
made “payable at the agency of the bank of the U. 
States in London, in sterling money of Great Bri- 
lain, at the rate of four shillings and sixpence to the 
dollar, with interest payable semi-annually, at the 
same place and rale." No authority was ever given 
by an act of the legislature of this state, to change 
the currency in whieh said bonds were made pay- 
able. By selling the bonds on a credit, and chang- 
ing them froin dollars, current money of the United 
States, to pounds sterling ot Great Britain, the fol- 
tuwing sums were lost: 


| Interest ou five millions slate bonds, 


from 7th June, 1838, to 1st Novem- 


ber 1838, $100,000 00 


Interest on four millions 2 months 33,338 38 
Juterest on three millions 2 inonths 24,999 96 
Interest on two millious 2 months 16,666 64 
Interest on one million 2 months 8,533 32 


$183,338 30 
Difference between five millions dol- 
lars, principa! of state bonds, in 
current money ot the United States 
and sterling money of Great Bri- 
tain, at four shillings and sixpence 
lo the dollar 
Difference of interest on $1,250,000 
of state bonds, payable in twelve 
years, between current money of 
the United States and pounds ster- 
ling of Great Britain, at four 
shillings and sixpence to the dol- 
lar 
Difference of interest on $3,750,000 
ol state bonds, payable in twenty 
years, between current money of 
the United States and pounds 
sterling of Great Britain, at four 
shillings and sixpence to the dol- 
lar 


478,750 00 


59,625 00 


353,038 00 
$1,084,781 50 
From the above statement, it will be perceived that 

ove hundred and eighty-three thousaud three hundred 
and thirty-eight dollars and thirty cents, were lost hy 
selling the five millions dollars of bomls ona credit 
and paying interest thereon [rom their respective 
dates; and the further sum of nine hundred and one 
thousand three hundred and forty-three dollars, was 
lost hy changing the bonds from dollars, current 
money of the United States, to pounds sterling ot 
Great Britain. These two items amount to the 
enormous sum pl one million cighty-fonr thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty-one dollars and 
thirty cents. Surely, such a sale cannot. be bind- 
ing on the state of Mississippi. The faith of this 
state was pledged lor the payment of those bonds 
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only on one condition, that they were not suld at 
less than their par value. The state expected the 
full amount of those bonds to be paid into the vaults 
of the Mississippi Union bank, If the fullamount 
had been received and the currency in which they 
were made payable uot have been changed, the bank 
would have been better enabled to indemnify the 
state. 

lt appears that the bonds were endorsed in blank 
by the officers of the bank and delivered to the 
commissioners charged with the sale. Neither their 
power of attorney nor letter of instructions autho- 
rised those gentlemen to fill up said endorsement 
by making the bonds and cupons payable in pounds 
sterling ol Great Britain at the rate of four shillings 
and sixpence to the dollar. If such a change had 
been made on the face of the bonds after their exe- 
cution and delivery to the bank, the parties making 
the alteration would have been guilty of forgery 
and could have been immured in the penitentiary 
for the offence. 1t will be no answer to the argu- 
ment to alledge that the endorsement could only 
bind the Mississippi Union bank. That institution 
has undertaken to pay both the principal and inte- 
rest of the bonds. It the bank is compelled to pay 
the one million eighty -lour thousand seven hundred 
aad eighty four dollais and thirty cents for the loss 
sustained by tlie.credit sale of tlie bonds aud the 
change in the curreucy in which they were maile 
payable, her means will be reduced that amount 
and the risk ol tbe state thus greatly increased. 
The state was willing to intrust ber credit to the 
bank on the conditious prescribed in the char- 
ter. The faith of this goverainent has never been 
pledged for the illegal and fradulent sale of those 
bonds. 

This is a constitutional government and all its 
officers take an oath to support the constitution of 
the state, and failbtnlly to discharge the duties of 
their respective offices. Her chiel magistrate is 
required to take care that the laws be faith[utly ex- 
ecuted. He would be recreant to bis trust and vio- 
late his official oath were he to suffer the laws of 
the land to be trampled npon and tbe constitution 
disregarded. 

The cootract for the sale of the state bonds, 
shows that the statutes of the state in relation to 
the bonds, were made a part of the contract. The 
purchaser was well aware of the conditions on 
which they were issued, aud knew that the pur- 
chase was neither sanctioned by the constitution 
and laws of this state nor of Pennsylvania. The 
contract was guaranteed by the Bank of the United 
States. The whole of the purchase money was 
paid by that institution. The name of Mr. Biddle 
was merely used in the contract as a device, to get 
round that clause in the charter of the Bank of the 
United States, which prohibits ber from dealing iu 
state stocks. The currency in which the bonds 
weie made payable, was changed from dollars to 
pouuds sterling to give à false coloring to the tran- 
saction, and make it appear that the bonds were 
sold at par value. The principle is universal that 
fraud vitiates all contracts. The commercial law 
of this state relative to negotiable paper, is different 
fiom that of most other countries. The transter of 
bonds and notes, does not prevent the drawer from 
setting np any detence against an innocent pur- 
chaser which could be more available against the 
original payee. 

The state therefore, denies all obligation to pay 
the bonds beld in trust by you, for the following 
reasons: 

Ist. The bonds were sold on a credit. 

2d. The currency in which the bonds were made 
payable, was cbanged from current money of the 

niled States to. pounds sterling of Gieat Britain, 
at the rate of four shillings aud six pence to the 
dollar. 

3d. The contract of the sale was fraudulent. 

Ath. The Bank of the United States was nol au- 
thorised to make the purchase. ; 

5th. The bonds were sold at less than their par 
value, in violation of the charter of the bank. 

The money paid for those bonds did not come 
into the state treasury. The officers of this go- 
vernment had no control over its dishursement.— 
The bonds were disposed of in August, 1838, by 
collusion aud fraud, in violation of the constitution 
and laws of this state. The Mississippi Union bank, 
and the Bank of the United States were parties to 
this unlawful transaction. Yon have the endorse- 
ment of both of these institutions, and to them you 
must look for payment. This state never will pay 
the five millions of dollars of stote boris issued in 
June 1838, or any portion of the interest due, or to be- 
come due thereon. 

When I ascertained in January 1839, the terms 
on which the bonds bad been sold, I communicated 
the same by message to the legislature and de- 
neuuced the sale as illegal. At that time only two 


jectious, to the house in which it originated, 


the Bank of the United States. By a proclamation 
I subsequently issued, the sale ot the second five 
millions of dollars of state bonds delivered to the 
Mississippi Union bank, was prevented. I abso- 
lutely retused to execute the last five and a half 
toillions of dollars of state bonds demanded by that 
institution, These decisive measures prevented 
the illegal disposal of ten and a half millions of dol. 
lars of state honds, and will convince you that the 
government of this state never has countenauced, 
and cannot be made responsible for the traudulent 
acts of the Mississippi Union bank. 

I have forwarded to your address, the journals of 
the legislature of this state, for the year 1840 and 
184t. It will atford me mach pleasure to forward 
you such other documents as you may desire. I 
am anxious that the bond holders, should be pos- 
sessed of all the facts in relation to the issuance and 
disposal of the bonds held by them. Yonr great 
experience in commercial affairs, no doubt has 
made you familiar with the principle that parties 
contract with reterence to the law, and that in a 
constitutional aud free government every act of a 
public functionary is merely an exercise of dele- 


|gated power intrusted to bim by the people for a 


specific purpose, and that his acts are the acts ofthe 
people, only while within the puwers conferred 
upou him. 
I am gentleman, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, A. G. McNUTT. 
Messrs. Hope & Co. Amsterdam, Holtand. 


VETO MESSAGE 
FROM TIIE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Returning, with his objections, the bill to incorporate 
the fiscal bank of the United States. 
To the senate of the United States: 

The bill entitled “an act to incorporate the sub- 
scribers to the fiscal bank of tbe U. States," which 
originated in the senate, has been considered by me, 
with a sincere desire to conform my action in regard 
to it, to that of the two houses of congress. By the 
constilution it is made my duty, either to approve 
the bill by siguing it, or to return it with my ob- 

can- 
not conscientiously give it my approval, and 1 pro- 
ceed to discharge the duty required of me by the 
constitution—to give my reasons for disapproving. 

The power of congress to create a national bank 
to operate per se over the union, has been a question 
of dispute from the orizin of our governinent. Men 
most justly anıl deservedly esteemed for their high 
intellectual endowments, their virtue, aud their pa- 
triotism, have, in regard to it, entertained different 
and conflicting opinions. Congresses have differed. 
The approval of one president has been followed by 
tbe disapproval of another. "The people, at different 
times, have acquiesced in decisions both for and 
against. The country has been, and still is, deeply 
agitated by this unsettled question. It will suffice lor 
me to say, that my own opinion has been uniformly 
proclaimed to be against the exercise of any such 
power by this government. On all suitable occa- 
sions, during a period of twenty-five years, the opi- 
nion thus entertained has been unreservedly ex- 
pressed. J declared it in the legislature of my na- 
tive state. In the house of representatives of the 
United States it has been openly vindicated by me. 
Iu the senate chamber, in the presence and hearing 
of many who are at this time members of that body, 
it has been aflirmed and reaffirmed, in speeches and 
reports there made, and by votes there recorded.— 
In popular assemblies I have unhesitatingly an- 
nounced if; and the last public declaration which | 
made, and that but a short time belore the late pre- 
sidential election, I referred to my previously ex- 
pressed opinions as being those then entertained by 
me. 

With a full knowledge of the opinions thus enler- 
tained, and never concealed, I was elected by the 
people vice president of the United States. By the 
occurrence of a contingency provided for by the 
constitution, aud arising under an impressive dis- 
pensation of Providence, I succeeded to the presi- 
dential office. Before entering upon the duties of 
that olfice, I took an oath that I would ‘preserve 
protect and defend the constitution of the United 
States," Entertaining the opiuions alluded to, aud 
having taken this oath, the senate and the country 
will see that I could not give my sanction to a mea- 
sure of the character described, without surrender- 
ing all claim to the respect of honorable men—all 
confidence on the part of the people—all self-re- 
spect—all regard lor moral end religious obliga- 
tions, without an observance of which no govern- 
ment can be prosperous, and no people can be hap- 
py. It would be to commit a crime which 1 would 
not wilfully commit to gain any earthly reward, and 
which would justly subject me to the ridicule and 
scoin of all virtuous men. 


millions of dollars had been paid on the bonds by} deem it entirely unnecessary at this time to enter 
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upon the reasons which lave brought my mind to 
the conviction 1 feel and entertain on this subject. 
They have been over and over again repeated. |t 
some of those who have preceded me in this high 
office have entertained and avowed different opi- 
nions, I yield all confidence that their convictions 
were sincere. [I claim only to have the same mea- 
sure meted out to myself. Without going further 
into the argument, 1 will say that, in lookiog to 
the powers of this government to collect, saiely 
keep, aud disburse the public revenue, and inci- 
dentally to regulate the corainerce and exchanges, 
I have not been able to satisfy myself that the esta- 
blishment, by this government, of a bank of dis- 
count, in the ordinary acceptation of that term, was 
à necessary means, or one demanded by propriety, 
to execute those powers. What can the local dis- 
counts of the bank have to do with the collecting, 
safe- keeping and disbursing of the revenue? So far 
as the mere discounting of paper is coocerned, it ia 
quite immaterial to this question whether the dis- 
count is obtained at a state bank or a United States 
baok. They are both equally local—both begin- 
niug and both ending in a local accommodation. 
What influence bave local discounts, granted by 
any form of a bank, in the regulating of the curren- 
cy and the exchanges? Let the history of the late 
United States bank aid us in answering this inquiry. 


For several years after the establishment of that 
institution, it dealt almost exclusively in local dis- 
counts, and during that period the country was, for 
the most part, disappointed in the consequences an- 
ticipated trom its iucorporation. A uniform currency 
was not provided, exchanges were not regulated, 
and little or nothing was added to the general cir- 
culation; and in 1820 its emnbarrassments had become 
so great, that the directors petitioned congress to 
repeal that article of the charter which made ita 
notes receivable every where in payment of public 
dues. Ithad, up to that period, dealt to but a very 
small extent in exchanges, either foreign or domes- 
tic, and as late as 1823 its operations in that line 
amounted to a little more tban seven millions of 
dollars per annum. A very rapid angmentation soon 
after occurred, and in 1833 its dealings in the ex- 
changes amonnted to upwards of one hundred mìl- 
lions of dollars, including the sales of its own drafts; 
and ‘all these immense transactions were effected 
without the employment of extraardinary means. 
The currency of the country became sound, and the 
negociations in the exchanges were carried on at 
the lowest possible rates. The circulation was in- 
creased to more than $22,000,000, and the notes of 
the bank were regarded as equal to specie all over 
the country ; thus showing almost conclusively that 
it was the capacity to deal in exchanges, and not in 
local discounts, which furnished these facilities and 
advantages. It may be remarked too, that notwith- 
standing the immense transactions of the bank in 
the purchase of exchange, the losses sustained were 
merely nominal; while in the line of discounts the 
suspended debt was enormous, and proved most dis- 
astrous to the bank and the country. Jts power of 
local discount has, in fact, proved to be a fruitful 
source of favoritism and corruption, alike destructive 
to the public morals and to the general weal. 


The capital invested in banks of discount in the 
United States, created by the states, at this time 
exceeds $350,000,000; and if the discounting of 
local paper could have produced any beneficial ef- 
fects, tbe United States onght to possess the soundest 
currency inthe world; but the reverse is lamentably 
the fact. 


Is the measure now under consideration nf the 
objectionable character to which J have alluded ?— 
It is clearly so, unless by the 16th fundamental arti- 
cle of the 11th section it is made otherwise. Tbat 
article is in the following words: 

** The directors of the said corporation shall esta- 
blish one competent office of discount and deposit 
in any state in which two thonsand shares sball have 
been subscribed, or may be held, whenever, upon 
application of the legislature of such state, congress 
may by law require the same. And the said direc- 
tors may also establish one or more competent offices 
of discount and deposit in any territory or district 
ot the United States, and in any state, with the 
assent of such state; and when established, the 
said office or offices shall be only withdrawn or re- 
moved by the said directors prior to the expiration 
of this charter, with the previous assent ol congress: 
Prorided, in respect to any state which shall not, at 
the first session of the legislature thereof, held after 
the passage of this act, by resolution, or other usual 
legislative proceeding, nrconditionally asseot or 
‘lissent to the establishment of such office or offices 
within it, such assent of the said state shall be 
thereafter presumed: And provided, nevertheless, 
That whenever it shall becoine nccessary aud proper 
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for carrying into execution any of the powers 
granted by the constitution, to establish an office or 
offices in any of the states whatever, and the esta- 
blishment thereof shall be directed by law, it shall 
be the duty of tlie said directors to estahlish such 
office or oflices accordingly.” 

Tt will be seen that by this clause the directors 
are invested with the fullest power to establish a 
branch in any State which has yielded ils assent— 
and having once established such branch, it shall 
not afterwards be withdrawn, exeept by order of 
congress. Such assent is to be implied, and to have 
the force and saoction of an actually expressed 
assent, **provided in respect (o any state whieh 
shall not at the first session of the legislature thereof, 
held after the passage of tliis act, by resolution or 
other usual legislative proceeding, unconditionally 
assent or dissent to the establishment of sueh office 
or offices within it, such assent nf said state shall 
be thereafter presumed." The essentor dissent is 
to be expressed unconditionally at the first session of 
the legislature by sume formal legislative act; and if 
not so expressed, its assent is to be implied ; and 
the directors are thereupon invested with power, at 
such time thereafter as they may please, to establish 
branches which caunot afterwards be withdrawn, 
except by resolve of congress. No matter what 
may be the cause which may operate with the legis- 
lature, which either prevents it from speaking or 
addresses itself to its wisdom, to induce delay, its 
assent is to be implied. This iron rnle is to give 
way to no eircumstances—it is unbending and in- 
üexible. It is the language of the master to the 
vassal—an unconditional answer is claimed forth- 
with; and delay, postponement, or incapacity to 
answer, produces an implied assent which is ever 
alter irrevocable. Many of the state elections have 
already taken place, without any knowledge, on the 
the part of the people, that such a question was to 
come np. The representatives may desire a sub- 
mission of the question to their constituents prepa- 
ratory to final aetion upon it, but this high privilege 
is denied; whatever may the motives and views 
entertained by the representatives of the people to 
indnee delay, their assent is to be presumed, and is 
ever afterwards binding, unless their dissent shall 
be unconditionally expressed at their first session 
after the passage of this bill into a law. They may, 
by formal resolution, declare tte question of assent 
or dissent to be undecided and postponed; and yet, 
in opposition to their express declaration to the con- 
trary, their assent is to be implied. Cases innume- 
rable might be cited to manifest the irrationality of 
suelh an inference. Let one or two in addition suf- 
fice. The popular braneh of the legistature may 
express its dissent by an unanimous vote, and its 
resolution may be deteated by a tie vote of the se- 
nate, and yet the assent is to be implied. Both 
branches of the legislature may eoneur in a resolu- 
tion of deeided dissent, and yet the governor may 
exert the veto power conferred on him by the state 
constitution, and their legislative action be defeated; 
and yet the assent of the legislative authority is im- 
plied, and the direetors of this eontemplated insti- 
tution are anthorizcd to establish a branch or 
branches in sueh state whenever they may find it 
conducive to the interest of the stockholders to do 
£0; and having once established it, they can under 
no eircumsranees withdraw it, exeept by aet of 
congress. T'he state may alter wards protest against 
socii unjust inference, but its authority is gone. Its 
assent is itoplied by its failure or inability to act at 
its first session, and its voice ean never afterwards 
be heard. To inferences so violent, and, as they 
seetn to me, irrational, I eannot yield my consent. 
No court of justice would or cuuld sauction them, 
without reserving all that is established in judicial 
proceeding, by introducing presumptions at variance 
with fact, and inferences at the expense of reason. 
A slate in a condition of duress would be presumed 
to speak, as au individual, inanacled and in prison, 
might be presumed to be enjoyment of freedom. 
Far better to say to the states boldly and lrankly— 
congress wills and submission is demanded ! 

It may be said that the directors may not establish 
branches under such circumstances. But this is a 
questian of power, and (his hill invests them with 
tull authority to do so. If the legislature of New 
York or Pensylvania, or any otber state, should be 
found to be in such condition as L have supposed, 
could there be any secmity turnished against snch 
a step on the part of the directors? Nay, is it not 
fairly to be presumed that this Proviso was intro- 
dueed for the sole purpose of meeting the contin- 
gency referred to? Why else should it have heen 
introduced 2) And 1 submit to the senate, whether 
it can be believed that any state would be likely to 
ait quietly down unler aueh a state of things?” In 
a great measure of publie interest their patriotism 
may be successfully appealed ta; but to infer their 
assent Irom Circumstances at war wath such iufer- 
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enee, I cannot but regard as ealenlated to excite a 
feeling at fatal enmity with the peace and harmony 
of the country. I must, therefore, regard this 
elause as asserting the power to be in congress to 
establish offices of discount in a state, not only with- 
out its assent, but against its dissent; and so 
regarding it, I cannot sanetion it. On general prin- 
eiples, the right in congress to prescribe terms to 
any state, implies a superiority of power and con- 
trol, deprives the transaetion of all pretence to 
compact between them, and terminates, as we have 
seen, in the total abrogation of freedom of aetion on 
the part of the states. But further, the state may 
express, after the most solemn form of legislation, 
its dissent, which may from time to time thereafter 
be repeated, in full view of its own ioterest, which 
can never be separated from the wise and beneficent 
operation of fhis government; and yet congress 
may, by virtne of the last proviso, overrule its law, 
and upon grounds which, to such state, will apnear 
to rest ou a constructive necessity and propriety, 
and nothing more. I regard the bill as asserting for 
congress the right to ineorporate a United States 
bank with power and right to establish offices of dis- 
count and deposit in the several states of this union, 
with or without their cousent ; a principle to which 
I have always heretofore been opposed, and which 
can never obtain my sanetion. And waiving all 
other considerations growing out of its other provi- 
sions, [ return it to the house in which it originated, 
with these my objections to its approval. 
JOHN TYLER. 
Washington, August 16, 1841. 


THE VETO MESSAGE. 
The following extracts will furnish specimens of 
the language of the public press, upon the presi- 
dent’s veto message. 


From the Madisonian, August 17. 

The veto message. This day is the beginning of 
anew year in the publication of this paper, and it 
is also an epoch in the history of this republic.— 
Precisely four years ago, we entered this political 
metropolis of the union, aud vowed upon the altar of 
patriotisin that our energeis should be devoted to the 
resistance of the sub-treasnry and to the restoration 
of the finances and currency of the country upon a 
stable and popular basis. ‘The system we opposed 
has been tried and condemned by the people and 
by eongress, and the act repealing it, on Saturday 
last, received the sanction of the president. Having 
thus far fufilled our pledges, we, this morning of 
our entering upon a fifth volume, take a fresh, though 
not new, departure, and lay before our readers a do- 
eument, which, we trust is the introduetion to a new 
and better order of things. 

No reflecting reader of this paper will be surpris- 
ed to see in its eolumns to-day, A VETO, hy presi- 
dent Tyrer, of the bill to ineorporate a national 
bank. No one, who knows his eharacter or the 
history of his opinions, could possibly have antiei- 
pated a different event as the result of his deliberate 
action upon the bill he has returned. No one who 
knows that there is no witness to show one reeord- 
ed line of ours in favor of sueh an institution, ean 
be suprised by the readiness, we avow, to sustan to 
the extent of our ability, the act of the president.— 
We have the less hesitation in doing so, lor the rea- 
son of our profound eonvietion from the beginning 
that it was morally impossible for him to approve 
the bill, and for the fact of our sineere belief, as it 
is our earnest desire, tliat a great and glorious good 
may ultimately come out of ıt in the attainment by 
soine other mode, of the ends of the government and 
the wants of the people, and the final adjustment of 
this vexed question upon a perfectly constitutional 
basis, that will be likely to stand forever hereafter, 
beyond the fluciuations of trade and the strifes of 
party. 

It has doubiless been to the president a painful 
duty to ditfer with many ot his friends, and especial- 
ly so to the extent of feeling constrained to pnt his 
negative upon au important, and, with many, a long 
and deeply chorished aet, of (hose who contributed 
to promote his election to the vice presideney. But 
if they recur to the fact that an. act of Providence 
and the elioice of the people placed Mr. Tyrer at 
the head of the government, with all his long che- 
vished, inatored and well known principles and 
opinions still upon his eauscience, they will find in 
their hearts no honest disposition to censure, how- 
ever much they may lament his decision. There 
is no reasonable sacrifice, we are sure, he would not 
have made, to meet all the just expectations of his 
friends, eninpatible with his duty to his country and 
the constitution, Jle has refleeted upon the subjeet 
with the deepest anxiety, and with the most sincere 
desire to setlle a question which has so long and 
so injunously agitated the country. With due dif 
erence to the wisdom of congress, lie yet has been 


unable to bring lis mind toa concurrence with 
the principles of the measure they presented for his 
signature. He has diligently discharged his duty, 
according to his oath and his conscience, and the 
bill is returned with his objections, frankly, clearly 
and firmly stated. It remains for congress and the 
country to pass judgment upon the act, and we de- 
voutly hope they may bring to its consideration a 
heart and mind, as candid, as kind, as dispationate 
and as congcientious, as has been exercised by him. 

The president’s objections are confined principal- 
ly to three points, viz: À 

1, The unconstitutionality of the bill; 

2. The impracticability of the 16th fundamental 
article of the ILth section; 

3. The absenee of all necessity of a federal bank 
to make local loans, as a means of transacting the 
fiseal business of the government. 

The first point he deems it unnecessary to argue: 
It isa matter of faith and of profound eonvietion, 
long entertained, and every: where proclaimed by 
him in every form of expression. 

The second point he argues very foreihly, and 
makes it sufficiently apparent that the so-ealled 
“eompromise” section, is an evasion, not a eon- 
cession, and that while it at first appears to yield a 
point, subsequently fully asserts the power to estab- 
lish branehes without the unqualified assent of the 
states, the lawful existence of which he denies. He 
also intimates that it would bring the states and the 
federal governinent into direct conflict, putting the 
peace of the union in peril. He shows that it is 
otherwise impracticable, and at war with reason and 
justice. 

The other point, relating to the discounting pow- 
er, is especially worthy the attention of statesmen 
and of the people. There is no man better acquaint- 
ed with the corrupting tendeney of local loans from 
a federal corporation than Mr. TYLER, as his report 
of 1834 will clearly show. Itis to this cause more 
especially, than any other, that the corruptions and 
einbarrassments of the two national banks we have 
had are attributable. The enormous discounts of 
the late bank to favoiite presses, politicians and le- 
gislators, and their evil effects, are not forgotten, and 
the fate of the Pennsylvsnia Bank of the United 
States perpetuated the example to the fast. These 
evils are not necessary, and ought, if possible, to be 
avoided. 'The diseounting power is not necessary 
for the regulation of commerce or the curreney.— 
The only possible pretext for it is, that it is a source 
of profit, when judieiously used, to the bank. Bnt it 
is frequently the cause of its bankruptcy. Govern- 
ment need not be neeessarily subjeet tothe injurious 
and fluetuating effeets of such a cause. It wants, 
and the people want, more than any thing else, a 
STABLE SYSTEM. 

A federal institution, established with reference 
to the finanees, can properly have but three objeets: 

1. To facilitate the eolleetion, safe-keeping and 
disbursement of the publie revenues. 

2. To supply a national currency of uniform value, 
in whieh those revenues may be reecived and ma- 
naged. 

3. Ineidentally to facilitate commerce, by cheapen- 
ing and equalizing the exchanges of the country, 

If, therefore, the deliberations of the future shall 
lead to the establishment of an institution free from 
constitutional objections, and upon principles whieh 
shall fulfil the wants of the government and the peo- 
ple, and be at the saine time stable and enduring, 
the problem will be solved, and the country will be 
at rest. 

From the National Intelligencer of same date. 

The veto. The suspense in which both city and 
country has been kept for some days as to the fate of 
the bank bill, whieb passed both houses of congress 
more than a week ago, is at last ended. The pre- 
sident yesterday returned it to the senate, in which 
branch it originated, with his objeetions. A eopy 
of the message eontaining them will be found in the 
preceding columns. 3 

We regret exeeedingly that sueh should have 
been the fate of the bank bill: not that we had any 
partiality for its particular forin or struetnre, or had 
much confidence in its winning the necessary con- 
fidenee of eapitalists. But we approved the princi- 
ple of the bill, and ealeulated upon amendments 
being wade to it by a supplementary act which 
would have obviated the prineipal objections to it. 

We confess aurselves also to be disappointed by 
this result. We had supposed the measure of a na- 
lionat bank to be as elearly indicated, by the popu- 
lar sutfrages in November last, as the repeal of the 
sith-treasury, or any other whig principle supposed 
to he sanetioned by that vote. 

We knew, it is true, that tlie president had, in 
limes past, in boti branches of congress, by liis 
spreehes and votes, declared his personal conviction 
of the unconstitutionalily of a national bank. But 
we flattered ourselves that he would draw the dis- 
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tinction, which we thought we perceived, between 
the legislative aud the executive cbaracter, which 
would allow of his signing an act in the one capa- 
city which he would vote against in the other. Our 
impressiou, in this particular, was strengthened by 
a passage in bis address to the people of the United 
States, which construed into an intimation that he 
would follow the example of Mr. Madison, and con- 
sider the power to establish a bank as settled by ad- 
judication and acquiescence. 

We therefore felt justified in predicting to our 
readers, with some confidence, that we should have 
a hank. Forthe moment, al least, that prediction 
has signally failed of accomplishment. The presi- 
deut has refused to sigo the bill, lor reasons which 
we feel bound to respect. The freedom of con- 
science is with us too sacred to be profaned: and 
we cannot deny to the president the privilege which 
we shall always claim for ourselves. 

What is now to be done? is the question which 
naturally presents itself. 

We are not of the temper of those, who, afler ex- 
periencing a disappointment in one thing, would 
fold our arms and attempt nothing more. “The 
plough goes on after a barren year; and, while the 
ashes are yet warm, we raise a new house upon the 
ruins of a former.” Such is the course which, if 
our counsels could weigh with our friends in con- 
gress. would now prevail. There are among them, 
we know, proud hearts and excitable minds, who 
might ou the impulse of the moment, decide upon 
a different course. Of such, we would ask, what 
good can be expected from vehemence and outbreak? 
So far from effecting any good, such a course would 
weaken, disunite and fiually perhaps destroy the 
power of the whig party, and with it the best hopes 
of the country. Shall such a catastropbe as this be 
allowed to fullow the veto? Would such be the sui- 
table remedy for the pain of (he moment? 

The bank, or fiscal agent, is a question of great 
interest, it is true; but there are questions of greater 
importance than that depending in congress, which 
the people confidently expect the whigs to carry 
ont, aud iu which there is no doubt of the cordial 
co-operation of tlie president. He is notless con- 
vinced, we feel assured, than the whigs in con- 
gress, that nolhing else can restore tbe prosperity 
of the country. We may gather, indeed, from the 
veto message itself, that the president is now ready 
to sanction a bank, such as, though short of what 
we should prefer, shall adapt itselt to essential wauts 
of the country. 

We trust, therefore, that calmness, considerate- 
ness and patriotism, will be the prevailing spirit of 
the occasion, aud that congress will not only carry 
out all its other great measures, but will also make 
a further trial for a bank, at (his session. Possibly 
tbat object mar not be accomplished Ull the next 
session, but it seems to us to be worth a trial. The 
house of representatives has shown how much nn- 
portant work may be done in a short time, when 
inen are both resolved aud firm. Where there is a 
will there is a way. There is nothing so difficult, 
(uot being impossible), that stout hearts and wil- 
ling hands cannot accomplish it. 

Let union and confidence, then, animate the whig 
pariy. Above all, let not the miscarriage of a single 
measure deleat the high-raised hopes of the country 
in regard to others, 

From the Washington Globe, Angusl 16. 

The velo. The public anxiety in relation to a 
national bank will be relieved by the president’s 
message delivered to the the senate to-day, and now 
presented in our columns. We think tbat it decides 
ihe question of a bank in any form for the present 
presidential term, and that the friends of the consti- 
tution may celebrate this veto as they did that of 
general Jackson, as a great deliverance from ibat 
fatat system of corruption which, in the course of 
time, could not fail to make dollars, and not votes, 
sovereign in this country. 

‘The message, it will be seen, confines the func- 
tions of any fiscal agent which may be established, 
to the ligitimate purposes for which alone congress 
has a right to provide in connection with the trea- 
sury—-lor the collecting, safe-keeping and disburs- 
ing the public revenue. The president speaks a 
volume in this—‘I will say that in looking io the 
powers of the government to collect, safely keep 
and disburse the pnblic revenue, and incidentally to 
regntate commerce and exchanges, I have not been 
able to satisfy myself that the establishment by this 
government ot a bank of discount in the ordinary 
acceptation ot that term, was a necessary means, or 
one demanded by propriety to execute these pow- 
ers.” We understand the incidental regulation of 
commerce antl exchanges by the operations of the 
treasury, 4s meaning only that which necessarily 
follows the action of the government in performing 
the indispensable duly of the treasury department 
in rclation to the revenue, which ought, in every 


way, io be accommodated to all the public interests 
in every point on which ittouchesthem. The mes- 
sage evidently would confine the laculties of the 
fiscal agent of the government to the direct objects 
ol the department of the government of which it 
lormed a part, and would not confer on it any ad- 
ditional substantive power to regulate commerce 
and exchanges, but would make the- government 
agency, employed in its own specific duty, operate as 
advantageously as possible on those interests of the 
community most intimately allied with it, viz: the 
commerce and exchanges of the nnion. 

In this the president directly reverses the federal 
scheme. A national bank of discount has for its 
principal object the creation and the lending of a 
national currency, by which it would supersede the 
currency of the constitution. And instead of mak- 
ing the collecting, safe-keeping and disbursing the 
public revenue the main scope of its action, the 
raising of revenue for its stockholders ont of the 
publie revenues as well as its own capital, would, 
(apart from politics), be its great function. The 
eotiecting, safe-keepiug and disbursement of pub- 
lic money would be n mere incident, or rather a 
mere means on which it would operate and di- 
vert from its legitimate object lo compass its own. 
In a word, iu making a national bank to do the 
simple business of counting in and counting out 
the public money, and then surrendering to it the 
power of taxation, the faculty of lending, and of 
making the money of the nation by its issues, the 
nation in effect surrenders its sovereignty to have a 
very trival function performed for it—and that taken 
out of the bands of an ordinary individual agent, 
every where found in all ages and all countries per- 
leetly competent to it. Federalism fulfils the old 
saw about extravagance in this, as in other things— 
it kills an ox to make sauce for a pig. 

There is another great point gained in the scope 
to which president Tyler limits any fiscal agency 
which may be established, by confining it to the 
execution of legitimate government functions, He 
destroys the possibility of perpetuating any system 
which may be adopted by cougtess under the pre- 
text of “vested righis.” When an agency is em- 
ployed merely to collect, keep and dishurse the 
public money, it eannot be pretended that congress 
cannot change, modify or repeal at pleasure such 
fiscal machine, as circumstances may vary, aud ex- 
perience prove to be necessary. We shall hear no 
more of the government ora department of the go- 
vernment, being contracted away to a corporation, 
and bound to submit to tbe abuses of such *'charter- 
ed libertine," for twenty, orthirty, or fifty years, as 
those in power for the time being may choose to 
barter it, for the one or the other of these terms. 

Besides the political blessing, this veto brings 
with it A MORAL, which we hope is pregnant with 
blessings for the future. It punishes home the most 
atrocious fraud ever attempted upon a nation. Gen. 
Harrison and Mr. Tyler were selected as the caa- 
didates of the bank party, because they were ihe 
solemnly pledged opponents of a national bank on 
constitutional grounds. They were known to be 
so to the whole federal party, and were so pre- 
sented, for ibe voles of those opposed the establis- 
ment of a bank, and when they had altained power 
in part by the suffrages of those opposed to a bank, 
it is made manifest by Mr. Clay's bill, that the 
whole representative body of tederalisin in congress, 
coutemplated the monstrous outrage of inducing the 
chief magistrate to violate his conscience—-his 
pledges— his oath—to establish an institution, against 
which be was committed from his first appearance 
in public hfe, to his last as a candidate for the second 
office of the government. The federal party have 
labored, might and inain, to make the man on whom 
they have labored to confer the highest dignity, 
stand forth before the people and all future genera- 
tions, not as other men who have attained its first 
honor of the republic—not as a presideni—but as an 
impostor. 

The federal representatives in congress, and their 
leader, (Mr. Clay), have nothing to plead in palia- 
tion of the shocking sacrifice they would make of 
Mr. Tyler as a man and a public functionary, or lo 
cover the depraved motives which prompted to pur- 
sue such purpose. They not only knew what Mr. 
Tylers opinions were before he was elected, but 
since. [uhis first message, he not only intimated 
his own, but proclaimed that the opinions of the 
people had been again and again declared against a 
bank—and yet they have pressed npon him and de- 
manded his consent to the establishment of a na- 
lional bank in the most odious and objectionable 
form ever fashioned in this or any other country. 

We make our acknowledgments to Mr. Tyler for 
this act of deliverance. H he maintains his position 
firmly, he will ever be acknowledged a public he- 
nefactor. We care not what he has for a fiscal 
agcot, or whether he has any fiscal agent; so that, 
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whatever management is instituted, it is confined 
in its powers simply in the business of the treasury; 
and no pretext given to place it beyond the reach of 
the people, under the abused principle of vested 
rights or contracts. We hold that the rights of ihe 
people and the government cannot be contracted 
away—but for the peace of the country we rejoice 
that the president excludes, as we understand his 
veto, the possibility of its application, as forioerly, 
to any system of management of the finances which 
may be instituted, by excluding all private con- 
nection or partnership with ihe publie agency, and 
holding it strictly and simply to the discharge of a 
public trust. 
From the Baltimore Republican of Jug. 17. 

VIVE LA REPUBLIQUE! Never have we taken 
pen in hand with more sincere pleasure and delight 
than now, when we are enabled to announce to our 
readers the truly gratifying intelligence that the 
president of the United States, rising above the in- 
fluence ot party feeling, has done his duty to his 
long-cherished principles and his country, and 
placed his vETO UPON THE MONEY MONSTER, 
which had been conceived and brought forth in 
corruption. This act of president Tyler entitles 
hun to the sincere thanks of every well-wisher of 
his country, and will place his name among the 
bright zallaxy of patriots to live in grateful rernem- 
brance, when the names of those who would have 
used him for their sinister purposes, will be onty 
referred to asa black contrast. We give hi full 
credit for this inauly aet; and hope, now that he has 
struck the blow which is to sever him from the 
corruptionists, that he will follow it up until the 
other obnoxious scheipes of whiggery are, with this 
persevering enemy of freedom, stricken to the death, 
never again to raise their hideous heads in our hap- 
py country. "This first blow has been a powerful 
one; let him not falter or fall back, but be firm and 
determined, and all will be welt for the country, 
and the fame of “Tyrer Too!" 

President Tyler eould not have done otherwise 
than place his veto upon the bill, witbout having 
falsihed his whole political life, and stood before 
the world a monnment of political inconsistency 
and blasted public character. He has shown him- 
self firm in the first, and has thereby saved the lat- 
ter, and we freely accord to him the merit whichis 
justly his due. 

From the Baltimore American of Aug. 18. 

THE VETO MESSAGE. Our readers have had this 
document before them; and we give this morning 
the views of the several journals at tbe seat of go- 
vernment. We cannot pretend to disguise the feel- 
ings of regret and disappointment with which thia 
act of the executive bas affected us. In the exer- 
cise of his constitutional duty, the president of the 
United States has seen fit to sland out against the 
expressed voice ol the two houses of congress,there- 
by producing an unpleasant disagreement belween 
two importaut departments of the government. We 
would use no words of reproach, nor cast any im- 
putation upon motives. The president has exercis- 
ed nothing more than a constitutional right; and he 
has done this, uo doubt, under the imperative sense 
of conscientious obligations. It is the difficulty 
that we regret—the difficulty produced by the vari- 
ant constructions of the constitution on the part of 
congress and the executive. 

In this state ol things the question arises— What 
course is to be pursued? There is now no place for 
the indulgence of exasperated feelings—for violent 
denunciations that can do no good. Disappoint- 
ment, deep anl heartfelt, is experienced by the 
whig party, al large, and at the first blush the im- 
pulse of thousands is to give way to warm expres- 
sions indicating a sense of confidence violated, of 
trust betrayed, and of privilege abused. But there 
is, we trust, a strong principle of patriotism in the 
American people, which will come to the aid of 
calm reflection, in the present ease, inducing chari- 
ty of feeling and forbearance in expression. Let us 
take realities as they are and deal with facts to the 
best advantage that circumstances will adinit of.— 
There is between congress and the executive a dif- 
ference of opinion on one subject. But there are 
other subjects upon which the government can act 
in harmony. At alleevents, let it be presumed so 
until the contrary is shown. 

We are tree to confess that we can discover, in 
the veto inessage, no ground broad and substantial 
enough to afford a basis for a national bank. But 
if a willingness for conciliation sball appear at tbe 
seat of government, let no violent aclion on either 
part be permitted to widen the difference. If no 
agreement can be had—what then? Why let the 
question be postponed uutil the people ahall have 
an opportunity to declare their will again. If the 
necessity lora national bank is not apparent now, 
we believe that the experience of two years more 
will add arguments cnough lo remove tbe objections 
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oí the inost scrupulous. It is to be remembered 
that Mr. Manison vetoed the first bank bill that 
came befere him; but his views on that subject 
were notable to stand against the urgent pressure 
ofthe times and the great interests of the country. 
We may lament that the experience of those times 
is not operative now. Jt wouldseem that each ge- 
neration must learn wisdom for itself, and that even 
the constitution must vary according to (he indivi- 
dual opinions of executive incumbents. But there 
will be a remedy for these things sooner or later.— 
In the mean time, parting with none of our opinions 
of constitutional right, or of onr views respecting 
the wauts of the country, we may express the hope 
that prudence and calmness will prevail under the 
patriotic sense of what the good of the country re- 
quires. 
From the New York American, .August 17. 

The Velo is annexed. Itis beyond all doubt the 
president’s own reasoning and composition: and for 
the honor! of its paternity, who would willing dis- 

ute? 
n As an argument tlie paper is beneath mediocrity. 
It abounds, however, in egotism, and **I" and “my” 
and ether forms of the pronoun personal, occur at 
every line. 

‘The objections to the bill are— 

Ist. That it contemplates a bank of discount, 
which the president holds to be unconstitutional, 
asking with most edifying simplicity “what can the 
local discount of a bank have to do with the collect- 
ing, safe-keeping and disbursing of the revenue?” 
Prithee, answer me that, my public? 

2d. That it authorises the establishment of 
branches in the states, without and against the con- 
sent of the states—a ‘power which ihe supreme court 
of the United States has pronounced constitutional— 
and which Mr. Jefferson sanctioned, by signing a bill 
to establish such branches. 

By the bye, in the recital of the conflicting opi- 
nions of the people, of different congresses, and of 
different presidents, concerning the power of con- 
gress to create a national bank, no reference what- 
ever is made in {he message to the supreme court 
of the United States and its authoritative and conclu- 
sive decision of the existence of that power—and 
yel the supreme court is the only tribunal authoris- 
ed by the constitution to determine upon cases aris- 
ing under it; and when it has so determined, its de- 
cisions are binding upon the president, upon congress 
and upon the people, and are irreversible and without 
appeat, ` 

When then Mr. Tyler refers to variations of opi- 
nion among any aud ali other functionaries, or 
among the people themselves, he introdnces matter 
immaterial to the issue, and leaves ont ot view the 
only true point, viz: the affirmation by the only au- 
thority created by the constitution tor determining 
all disputed questions arising under that constitution, 
of the power in congress to create such a bank as 
Mr. Tyler objects to. 

Mr. Tyler refers to his oath “to preserve, protect 
and defend the constitution ef the United States,” 
as forbidding bis assent to the bill, In our poor 
jodgment, he more grossly violates the constitution 
when he refuses to abide by the decision of the high 
court which it creates, than he could have done by 
signing the bill presented to him. 

But we have no room, nor indeed temper, for fur- 
ther comment to-day. 

We look now to congress and the cabinet—but 
always first to congress. We have a sound whig 
majority in both houses—despising abstractions, and 
intent npon their duty to the country. Let them 
persevere ia doing all they can, Pass the bankrupt 
bill, the land bill, the revenue bill, and however 
deeply they may fec] the blow struck by the exe- 
cutive, let them not therefore fail in ought that the 
country demands at their hands. Be cool. Be 
steady. 

So of the cabinet: let them stand by the great in- 
terests cominilted to their charge, not doubting thai 
the nation will make the right distinction between 
those who, under circumstances of difficulty, not to 
say disgust, persevere in their duty—and him who 
trusted to the uttermost, and, promoted by friends 
as a Iriend, has placed his personal feelings, preju- 
dices, and forced straining after the poor praise of 
cousistency in error, in the same scale with great 
national interests, and all that was dne to paity fide- 
hty —and permitted the latter to kick the beam, 

‘The Madisonian of the I9th says—As we cx- 
pected, the veto is received by the whig press of 
the northern cities with decided expressions of dis- 
satisfaction, while the tone of the opposition press 
is that of exuitation, Ju insisting, as many of the 
whig press do, that an institution iike (he one veto- 
ed was declared lor by the people in the presidential 


election, they expressly contradict {he message of 


the president at the opening of the present session 
of congress, Which stated that no definite scheme 
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of finance was concurred in by the people at that 
election. From one extremity of the union to the 
other, in nearly all the public addresses made by the 
successfnl party, the question of a national bank was 
decidedly kept out of view. The candidates for the 
two highest offices of the government never had 
been known by vote, or wriüng, or speaking, in the 
whole course of their lives, to advocate such an in- 
stitution; bnt, on the contrary, if language has any 
meaning, they had upon every occasion placed 
themselves expressly in opposition te it. They had 
voted side by side against it in congress, aod they 
had concurred in their views of the question when- 
ever and wherever expressed. The president had 
declared the incorporation of a nationat bank un- 
constitutional in every form of words, and no man 
in the union had more often repeated the declara- 
tion. The convention of sagacious and experienc- 
ed men at Harrisburg in 1839, could not have been 
ignorant of the fact. Their memories need not 
have travelled back beyond five years to bring be- 
lore them the able and elaborate exposure of the 
corruptions, through its discounting power, of the 
late national bank, wrought out by the hands of the 
candidate they had selected for the vice presidency. 
Nor did they need reminding that he had, during 
his life cherished but one set of constitutional prin- 
ciples, and that lie had been firm and consistent in 
their maintainance. It would be a libel upon that 
convention to suppose that they had selected can- 
didates of whom they had nn knowledge—and know- 
ing them, they could not have conceived such a 
fraud upon the people, as to present them in their 
true characters at the polls, expecting (hem to be 
changed when power should be attained. 

The New York correspondent of the M«disonian 
thus speaks of ihe reception of the veto in that city 
on the 17th: 

“The long expected ‘veto’ came along posthaste 
at 10 o'clock this morning, and up to this time 1 
think not less than 100,000 copies of it have been 
issued from our several printing offices, and greedi- 
ly snatched us by the eager multitude. The bro- 
ker in his den, the merchant at his desk, the hod- 
man at his dinner, the cartmen between jobs, all 
are reading the veto, veto. There is one consola- 
tion, however—it is short, so we can all read ii 
withont interrupting our business. , 

The reception is about as I expected. There is 
considerable blaspbemy in Wall street and the other 
marts of business, and sorae chuckling among the 
loco-foco, some of whom are swearing that they 
will vote for Tyler for president at all events, while 
the leaders are warning them against all premature 
commitlals, aod reminding them tbat Tyler has 
signed the hill to repeal the sub-ireasury. ` On the 
other hand, some whigs are very obstreperousty tak- 
ing large oaths never to vote lora Virginian again, 
or a man who has a cousin in Virginia. Ail this 
gas it is as well to blow off at once as to keep sour- 
ing on (he stomach. 1 think the most obstreperous 
will feel calmer and cooler to-morrow. 

For iny own part, I think Jolin might have been 
a little more lavorable towards us forlorn ‘bank 
whigs, who are yet convinced that a national 
bank, or at least a national currency, ol some kind, 
1s desirable and necessary. [ see nothing in the 
Inessage controverting this, but on the other hand 
nothing affirming it. Must we ever tumble along 
with a currency with which a man eannot buy a 
lodging at night with the par money he started trom 
home with in the morning? 1 wish the president 
had indicated more fully a desire to do whatever 
may be constitutional to remedy this vexatious, 
ruinous inequality. At this moment tlie notes of 
the best New York city banks, which are as solid 
as the rock ol Gibraltar, will not be taken for pas- 
sage ona New England rail road. How long must 
we endure this? ` 


TWENTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. 

August 12. Mr. Tappan presented the proceed- 
ings and resolutions of a meeting of citizens of Ohio, 
condemning the ineasures of the extta session, and 
asserting the right and duty of the repeal of the 
bank charter; also, against distribution, against a 
uational debt, and setting forth the inconsistency of 
the present administration, which came into power 
with professions of economy, and with their oppo- 
sition to “gnid spoons,” extravagance, &c. 

Mr. T. made some remarks, declaring the respec- 
tahility of the meeting, and his lull assent to their 
sentiments. He moved that they be laid on the 
table and printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr, Buchanan presented a memorial of numerous 
merchants of the city ot Philadelphia, remanstrating 
against so high a culty on stik and other goods as the 
20 per cent. proposcd by the revenue bill, and sug- 


gesting the propriety of the course usually taken 
on an increase of duty, of giving suitable notice of 
it, and stating the time of twe months’ notice, and 
longer time, according to the distance from which 
the goods are imported, before the act goes into 
effect. 

Mr. Clay presented a memorial from citizens of 
Philadelphia, manulacturers of chloride of lime and 
bleaching powders, asking an imposition of a duty 
of 20 per cent. on them, and that indigo be admit- 
ted duty free. 

Both which memorials were laid on the table. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, said the senator from Ala- 
bama (Mr, Cloy) had introduced a resolution a few 
days since with regard to appointments of clerks in 
the general Jand office. He (Mr. S.) had moved 
to lay it on tbe table, but now moved to take it up. 
He believed it had been modified by an amendment 
offered by the senator from South Carolina (Mr. 
Preston). 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, said he had not accepted 
the amendment, although he had suggested a modi- 
fication of it. While he was up, he would ask why 
the senator from Indiana had changed his views on 
the subjecl? Had he received information from the 
land office that they could make ont a report which 
would appear satisfactory? 

Mr. Smith said he had changed no views on this 
subject. He had before not been opposed to the in- 
formation called for in the resolution, but doubted 
the propriety of it, and had raised that question to 
the senate. As to the senator’s inquiry, he would 
state that he had received a communication from 
the land office requesting that the call for this infor- 
mation shonld be made. The commissioner felt 
anxious that this inquiry should be made. He (Mr. 
Smith) would move an amendment to the amend- 
ment, wbich he had no doubt the senator from 
Alabama wonld agree to, viz: *whether any extra 
clerks besides the regular list were employed dur- 
ing tbe same time; and if so, for what services, and 
what amount was paid to each, and to the whele.?* 

Mr. Woodbury read from a former report of the 
commissioner of the general land office, showing 
tlie reasons why the number o( clerks had been re- 
duced, much extra work having been accomplished. 

Without further debate the amendment to the 
amendinent was agreed to, and the resolution 
adopted. 

The land bill was then taken up, the question 
pending being the amendment offered by Mr. Linn 
lo appropriate the proceeds of the lands to the pub- 
lic defence. k 3 

Mr, Linn continued his remarks of yesterday, 
going into the defenceless condition of the frontier, 
and tnaintairing that the money derived from the 
sales of the public lands should be appropriated for 
the public defence. 

Mr. Benton followed in a speech of great length, 
in favor of the amendment, declaring that to take 
the money from the public lands to distribute 
among the states would be to strip the country of 
its resources and add to those of foreigners. 

Mr. Wright followed ina speech of some length. 

Mr. Tallmadge replied at large; contending that 
the true node of providing for the defences was to 
pass this bill and let the money go to the states for 
internal improvements. 

The question was then taken on Mr, Linn's 
amendinent and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Falton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Pierce, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, Yonag—18. 

NAYS-Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Dates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay, ot Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tss, Rives, Smith, of Indiana, Sinunons, Southard, 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White—2s. 

Mr. Sturgeon moved to strike the first section 
‘trom the bill, which gives tea per cent. to the new 
states upon the nett proceeds, on the ground of iu- 
equality. He said, if left to his own unbiassed 
judgment, he shonld have voted against the bill. 

Mr. Walker contended that he would resist such 
a proposition, come from whence it might. He in- 
sisted that twenty per cent. would not be more than 
enough, when it was considered how rapid was the 
yearly increase of the western states. 

Mr. Buchanan said he should vote for lhe amend- 
tinent proposed by his friend and colleague, (Mr. 
Sturgeon) and, if they were adopted, be should 
then vote for the bill, in obedience to the instruc- 
tions of the legislature of Pennsylvania. 

He referred to the 7aséructions, which command- 
ed her senators *'to resist every attempt to deprive 
Pennsylvania of her just proportion of the public 
lands." "Phe bill was not framed in accordance with 
this principle; aud be referred particularly to the 
state of Arkansas, which, with a vastly icss popu- 
latioun, would receive more land than Pennsylvania. 
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the bill, without the amendiaents were adopted. 
'The debate was then further continued between 


Messrs. Sevier, Walker, Clay, Buchanan and Stur- 
geon; when the question was teken on the amend- 


ment, and decided in the negative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Buchanan, Calhoun, Cuth- 
bert, Nicholson, Pierce, Sturgeon, Tappan, Williams, 


Woodbury, Wright—11. 


NAYS--Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Benton, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, 
Huntington, Kerr, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Mouton, Porter, Prentiss, 
Rives, Sevier, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 


Tallmadge, Walker, White, Yonng—35. 
Another amendment, offered 
not distinctly heard, was lost without a division. 


Mr. Archer moved to amend the bill by striking 


from the 8th section that clause which renders the 


disposition of the funds obligatory Jor roads, bridges, 


canals, &c. which, when made, were to be made 
free for the use of the United States in transporting 
the mail, munitions of war, &c. 

This proposition led to a Jong debate, in which 
Messrs. White, Smith, of Indiana, Clay, Huntington, 
Benton and Sevier participated. 

On motion of Mr. Mangum, the senate adjourned. 

Augusi 13. Mr. Calhoun presented the proceed- 
ings of a meeting held in Portsmouth, Virginia, in 
relation to the proceedings of tbe extra session, de- 
nouncing the bank as unconstitutional, and con- 
tending for the power of repeal. Laidon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, from the cammittee on the 


public lands, reported the bill from the house for 


extending the time of locating military bounty laud 
warrants, without amendment. 

Mr. Merrick, from the commitee on the District 
of Columbia, reported the bill from the house re- 
lating to the amendment of the charter of George- 
town, 

The joint resolution offered by Mr. Huntington, 


for the transfer of the light-boat at Sandy Hook, to 


Bartlett’s Reef, in Long Island, and that at Bartlett's 
Reef to Execution Rocks! was read a third time and 
passed. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the orders of the day, being the bil! for the dis- 
tributinn of the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lauds; the amendment of Mr. Archer pending, viz: 
to strike out from the 9th section the clause making 


it obligatory to apply the proceeds to purposes of 


internal improvement. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. offered some observations 
against the amendment. 

When the question was taken, and decided in the 
negative. 

Mr. McRoberts then moved to amend the bill by 
inserting a provision granting to the states of Hli- 
nois, Iudiana, Michigan, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mis- 
sissippi and Alabama a quantity of land, which, to- 
gether with that already reccived, exclusive of the 
16th sections for school purposes, should be equal 
to that granted to Ohio, 

Mr. McR. spoke in tavor of this amendment until 
he was quite exhausted and had to sit down. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, remarked somewhat at 
large in reply to Mr. McRoberts. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama was astonised that the 
amendioent should have been resisted any where; 
least of all did he expect resistance to come from a 
senator from a new state. Mr. C. had never com- 
plained that Ohio had received too much, but that 
ihe new states had received too little; and the ob- 
ject of the amendment was to place all on a proper 
footing of equality. 

Mr. Calhoun would vote for the amendment. If 
the bill was to pass, it would be right and proper. 
If it were presented as an alternative, to give tlie 
lands to the new states or distribute the proceeds 
among the states, he would yield up every acre to 
the new states, and think he did right. 

The debate was further continued. by Messrs. 
Young, Clay, ol Alabama, Walker, Smith, ot Indiana, 
and others, when a modification of the amendment 
was suggested by Mr. Benton, to the effect that “the 
same grant be made to each of sich states as may 
herealter become members of the federal union;” 
which was adopted. 

Messrs. Benton, Porter and Woodbridge severally 
addressed tie senate at some length, when the ques- 
tion was taken on the amendment of Mr. McRoberts, 
as modified, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Fultan, Henderson, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Porter, Sevier, Smith, of Connec- 
tient, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, White, Woad- 
bridge—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arclier, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Buchanan, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Cuti- 
bert, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 


On this ground of inequalily, be sbould not vote for 


35. 
‘by Mr. Sturgeon, 


gum, Merrick, Miller, Morchead, Phelps, Prentiss, 
Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Sturgeon, 
Wright,—25. 

Mr. Walker moved to add an additional section, 
providing that the public lands now remnining un- 
sold in ‘Tennessee are hereby ceded to said state; 
and when each of the other states shall have been 
as long in the union as Tennessee has been, the 

ublic tands remaining unsold in their borders shall 

e ceded to them, trom time to time, respectively; 
provided, that this shall only operate as a relinquish- 
ment of such property on the part of the United 
States, reserving all sites of torts, armaments, &c. 
that have been selected hy congress. 

This was debated hy Messrs. Smith, nf Indiana, 
Walker, King, White and Nicholson, which tatter 
gentleman suggested a modification, which was ac- 
cepted, to insert a provision that tbe lands of Ten- 
nessee should be subject to the claims of South 
Carolina and Georgia against them. 

‘The amendment was then rejected by the follow- 
ing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay, of Alabama, 
Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, 
Sevier, Tappan, Walker, Woodbridge, Yonng—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 

um, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, 
ives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Stur- 
geon, Tallmadge, White, Witliams—23. 

Mr. Clay, ot Alabaina, offered an amendment, to 
strike out, in the 10th section, the provision exclud- 
ing all from pre-emption rights under this act, who 
may heretofore have had the benefit of pre-emption 
under any other acf. — - 

After brief remarks by Messrs. Cloy, of Alabama, 
Smith, of Indiana, and Beaton, this was adopted— 
yeas 23, nays 20. 

Mr. Scvier moved that when the senate adjourn, 
they adjourn to Monday next. 

Mr. Berrien hoped the mation would not prevail. 
They had long been here, and hoped soon tn bring 
the session toaclose. And independently of the 
ordinary duties of legislation, the senate had much 
peculiar business before it, which it could not con- 
sistently postpone till next session. The house 
were many days in advance of them. 

Mr. Sevier had moved the adjournment with a 
view to visiting the ship Delaware, at Annapolis; 
tor which to-morrow had been set apart, and for 
which the other house ltad adjourned to Monday. 

Mr. Buchanan would vote against the adjourn- 
ment. They had long been here, and he wishea to 
complete their business and return. He had ex- 
nected the senator from Kentucky ( Mr. Clay) would, 
before this, bave brought in a resolntion for ad- 


journment by Monday week. He (Mr. B.) thought 


they could adjourn before that, and was now in fa- 
vor of the despatch of bnsiness. He hoped the se- 
nator would not press the motion. 

Mr. Sevier then withdrew the motion, and the 
senate adjourned. 


August 14. The bill from the house, to extend 
the time of issuing the Virginia military laud war- 
rants, was read athird time and passed. 

The bill to provide for the distribution of the 


sixth census was read a third tiine and passed, 


Mr. Linn submitted a resolution calling on the 
postmaster general for information, at the present 
or next session, as to the number ol new post routes 
created in Missouri since the 4th of March, the 
modes in which the mail is transported, aud tlie 
number of routes discontinued by law. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Smith, of In- 


diana, in relation to the providing by law, at the pre- 
sent session, to enable the postmaster general to 


liquidate the dues from the post office to the con- 
tractors was taken up and passed. 

Mr. Sevier introduced a resolution calling on the 
postmaster general for information as to any changes 
in the mail routes in the state of Arkansas, since the 
4th ot March last, the modes of conveyance, and 
whether daily, tri-weekly or weekly. 

Mr. Henderson also introduced a resolution in re- 
lation to mail routes. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Clay, of Ala. 
calling on the secretary of the treasury to report 
without delay as to the causes why the resolution 
submitted by him at the last session, calling for the 
issues made of script connected with Virginia mili- 
tary land warrants, had not been answered, was ta- 
ken up. 

After some remarks by Messrs. Cluy, of Ky. Cloy, 
of Ala. Berrien, Smith, of Indiana, King and lVood- 
bury, Mr. Clay modified his resolntion by erasiug 
the words “without delay;" and it was adopted. 

Mr. Sevier said the hour had arrived for procecd- 
ing to the considesalion of the orders of the day. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, said he would not call up 
the bill. ‘Fhere had heen an understandmg among 


the senators who had goue to Annapolis that the bull 


should not be taken up im their absence, to which 
he had yielded a reluctant assent. Under these cir- 
cumstances, he would rather it be postponed till 
Monday. 

Mr. Sevier insisted upon the orders of the day.— 
Yesterday, when he moved to adjourn over, it was 
objected to on the other side, and he withdrew the 
motion; and, while he had remained to attend to hia 
business, he found, on coming here this morning, 
that the most of them had gone. 

Mr. Calhoun moved to adjourn; but the motion 
was lost. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. Sevier, 
King, Smith, of Inda. Walker, Mangum, and others, 
Mr. Henderson moved to postpone the orders of the 
day for the purpose of taking up a resolution which 
he had submitted. 

Mr. Sevier asked the yeas and nays, and said he 
should resist it if he stood alone. 

And the question having been taken, it was de- 
cided in the affirmative, as follows. 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bayard, Benton, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Clayton, Grabam, 
Henderson, Huntington, King, Linn, Mangum, Miller, 
Morehead, Mouton, Phelps, Prentiss, Simmons, Smith, 
of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, Tappan, Woodbridge, 
Woodbury—25 ky 

NAYS—Messrs. Berrien, Clay, of Kentucky, Dixon, 
Fulton, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, 
Walker—10. 

On inotion of Mr. Huntingtoa, the senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of executive business; and, 
after a short time spent therein, adjourned. 

Aug. 16. Mr. Clay presented the proceedings 
and resolutions of a highly respectable meeting of 
citizens of Buckingham county, Virginia, declaring 
the constitutionality uf a national bank, and ex- 
pressing an anxious wish that it be establistied at 
this extra session; against the snb-treasury, and 
desiring its repeal. Mr. C. said he was very happy 
the latter part of their wish had been complied with, 
and he hoped—although he must confess it was 
hoping against hope—that their other desire would 
be fulfilled, and that a bank would be established 
this session. The meeting also approved of the 
measures of this session, the distribution bill and 
bankrupt law, and denounced, in the high character 
af Virginia faith, the threat from these halls of a 
repeal of the bank, as violating the sacredness of 
contracts and honor of the country. On his motion 
the proceedings were laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Wright presented memorials from five or six 
importing honses engaged in the business of jewel- 
ry, watches, &c. representing that an Increased duty 
on those articles would lessen the revenue, owing to 
the facility with which they are smnggled. They 
say that 5 per cent. would add more to the revenue 
than the 20 per cent. contemplated. Laid on the 
table and order to be printed. 

The resolution submitted some days since by Mr. 
Linn, requesting the president of the United States 
to give notice to the British government, under the 
convention of 1327, tor the permanent occupation 
of Oregon, &c. was taken up; and. after some re- 
mark, from Messrs. Linn and Preston, it was pass- 
ed over informally. 

The senate then proceeded to the order of the day, 
being the bill to distribute the proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands among the states. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, inoved an amendment to 
ilie bill, which provided that there should be, at the 
lime of such distribution, in the treasury, a surplus 
equal to the amonnt of said nett proceeds, alter 
meeting and satistying all demands against the U. 
States for current expenses and appropriations, and 
the necessary provision for the payment of any por- 
tion of the Public debt which may fall due. 

Ou this amendment a debate ensued, in which 
Messrs. Smith, of Indiana, Benton and Clay, of Ala. 
participated. 

The president's secretary, Mr. John Fyler, jr. now 
appeared, having made his way with some diflicul- 
ty through a crowd which surrounded the door of 
the senate chamber, and delivered a message from 
the president, returning the bill for the charter of a 
fiscal bank, with his objections thereto. 

The further consideration of the land distribution 
bill was thereupon informally passed over, to be re- 
sumed to-morrow; and the message was read at the 
secretary's table. 

At the close of the reading of the message there 
was a slight expression of applause in the genile- 
men’s gallery, by striking on the floor with canes 
which was instantly followed by one or two rather 
faint hisses. 

Several senators rose simultaneonsly, and a voice 
was heard loudly demanding that the galleries be 
cleared. 

Mr. Benton rose at the same tite, apparently un- 
der stiong excitement, and slated that there bud 
been hisses in the gallery. 
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[At this moment all marks, whether of approba- 
lion or the contrary, immediately ceased, though a 


murmur of conversation in the gallery contioued.] 


Mr. Benton proceeded, and again said that he had 
heard an American president insulted by bank ruf- 
He had himself often suffered the insults ot 
these wretches, but he would not consent that they 
should insult the chief magistrate with impunity; 
and he insisted that the sergeant-at-arms be directed 
instantly to enter the gallery and arrest the offenders. 
There was a company of most respectable citizens 
in the gallery, who had not participated in this bank 
outrage, and they would point out the individual 
b These ruffians would not dare to utter 
their hisses in the presence of a king; and yet, in 
the presence of the senate, and daring the reading 
of an executive message, they had had the effronte- 
ry to insult not only that body bat the president of 


fians. 


who had. 


the union. 


Mr. Linn rose, but yielded to Mr. Rives, who 
rose at the satce momeat, and said that if there had 
been any hissing it must have been very feebly ut- 


tered, for it bad not struck his ear. 
[Mr. Benton I heard it distinctly.] 


Mr. Rives hoped that no American citizen could 
deliberately intend to insult the chief magistrate of 
the repnblic; and evea if this had, thoughtlessly and 
in a moment of excitement, been done, he was very 
sure lhe president would be the last individual to 
resent it: he was known to be in favor of allowing 
to every citizen the amplest liberty of opinion and 
of speech: and as the expressions of disapprobation 
had not been of a marked character, and as there 
seemed to be some doubt, even, whether any hisses 
had been uttered at all, he hoped his friend from 


Missouri would consent to pass the matter by. 


Mr. Benton said there was no sort of doubt about 
it: he had heard it with his own ears: and so had 
No matter what the pre- 
sident might be disposed to do, he would not waive 
the right of the senate to protect itself (rom con- 
Mr. B. would bring it to a question of 
No man should be permitted to doubt whe- 
ther he (Mr. B.) had heard the hissing. He had 
come to the senate prepared to expect sucb outrages: 


other senators round hin. 


tempts. 
fact. 


he came expecting to hear the president insulted by 
bank bullies iu the gallery. He had told his friends 
that they never could have a bank question decided 


in congress without having the body insulted either 
by clapping or hissing: and he had told them be- 


forehand that, as sure as he should hear the presi- 
dent insulted by bank ruflians and bank bullies, he 
would rise in his place aud have them seized and 
brought to the bar. 

[During all this time a man, who seemed to be 
under the influence of liquor, continued to make a 
disturbance by violent expressions in favor of the 
inessage, crying out *Yes—that's right—so do— 
go it, Benton—reporters, put that down—no d—d 
tory doctrines here—no chains—no man shall gag 
me.” 

Ma Benton paused an instant. There, Mr. Pre- 
sident, I hear the same voice now! The same bank 
rulfian is uttering his insults now. [Mr. Walker. 
I hear the same voice. I see the man: there he is!] 
What, sir, a national bank! Isa national bank to 
be our master? 1s a bank to insult the senate and to 
insult the president? Are we to be insulted here 
by the inyrmidons ola national bank? It is an in- 
dignily not to be tolerated! It mast be checked, 
and checked at once, or we shall soon have bank 
ruffians coming here with arms in their hands to 
threaten senators on this floor. 1 am ready, here 
and elsewhere, to throttle the monster. The pre- 
sident’s message shall not he thus insulted. 

Mr. Preston said he agreed with the senator from 
Missouri, that, if any outward manifestation of ap- 
probaliou or disapprobation of what was said or 
done upon that floor, in tbe public business and de- 
bale of the senate, came to the knowledge of that 
body, it ought immediately to take cognizance ol 
the fact. lt was a contempt of the senate, and 
ought immediately to be punished. For himself, 
he had not heard any such expression at this time, 
bat tis feelings hal repeatedly been wounded on 
former occasions by occurrences ol this kind. le 
trusted an investigation would he had, and that 
proper. punishinent would be awarded. 

Mere the sergeant-at-arins entered the gallery, 
and our noisy liieud was seized and taken into cus- 
lody.] 

Mr. Buchanan observed that this was a solemn 
and momentous occasion—a crisis, perhaps, in the 
political history of the enuntry. He could not but 
suppose that every American citizen here present 
mast be too sensible of the dignity attached to the 
character ol a freeman to pernit himself deliherate- 
ly to insult any portion elite government. Mr. B. 
had, indeed, distinetly heard a hiss, but (he sound 
Was not loud, nor was it prolougud; it lad, ou the 


lion. : 
[Mr. Benton. Never; so help me God.] 


this matter for the present. 
The discussion” was further continued by Mr. 


that the motion for arrest would not be pressed. 


or conversation which ensued— 


sent. 


ing 
the charter of a fiscal bank; which bill, 
been passed by the other house, 


instrument had 
It directed that, when a bill should be returned from 
the president, with his objections, the objections 
should first be recorded upon the journal, and then 
the bady should proceed to reconsider the bill; that, 
if it should receive the assent of two-thirds of the 


members, il slionld be sent to the other house of 


congress, and if it obtained a like 
sbonld become a law, the president's objections 
notwithstandiug; but if not, the bill was rejected, 
and there was an end of the measure. He had ri- 
sen to move that the senate would, to-morrow, at 
12 o'clock, proceed to consider the president’s ob- 
jections to the bill; and that, in the mean time, the 
executive communication just received be laid upon 
the table and printed. 


majority there, it 


Mr. King suggested that, as the consideration of 


the president’s objections must he taken up before 
the senate could proceed to any other business, the 
hour had better be fixed at 10 instead of 12 o'clack. 
He was in lavor of the motion to print. The docu- 
ment was a highly important one. Every senator 
was bound carelully and seriously to examine it for 
limsel,and it ought, without delay, to go to the 
people, that they might be enabled to judge nf the 
president’s course. He therefore moved the print. 
ing of 5,000 extra copies of the message for the use 
of the senate. 

Mr. Clay said he could not entirely agree with 
the honorable senator from Alabama as to the pro- 
priety of changing the hour to 10 o'clock, nor did 
he concur in the opinion that the senate contd pro- 
ceed to no other business until they bad disposed 
of this bill. Ina similar case in 1832 the senate 
had received the veto nf the president on the 10th 
of July and decided upon it on tbe 13th, and it had 
not been taken up till 12 o'elock on the day after 
its reception. [Je must adhere to liis motion fnr 12. 

Mr. Cuthoun concurred with Mr. Clay in tlie 
propriety of tbe motion. He preferred 12 to 16; 
the docuinent would be printed and laid on the ta- 
bles by 10 o'clock, and they would then have a 
couple of hours to reflect npon it. 


Alter some further conversation, the motion of 


Mr. Clay to take np the subject at 12 o'clock was 
agreed to 

Mr. Clay, pf Alabama, moved to make the num- 
ber of the extra copies which was lo bo priuted 
6,000; which was agreed to. 


contrary, been arrested in a moment—partly, it was 
probable, by the prompt iising of the senator from 
Missouri, and partly by the native good sense of the 
individuals themselves, though they might for a 
moment, have been surprised out of their propriety. 
If he possessed the power of persuasion, he would 
ask the senator from Missouri to withdraw bis mo- 


Mr. Buchanan said he regretted to hear so decid- 
ed an expression of the senator’s purpose. He had 
rather at all events, that the senate should now pro- 
ceed with the serious business in hand, and leave 


Linn, who candidly admitted tbat be had heard as 
well marks of approbation as hisses in the gallery. 

Mr. Merrick, alter referring te the solemnity of 
the occasion, and the promptitude with whicb the 
disorder had been suppressed, expressed his hope 


Messrs. King, Rives, Linn, Preston, Allen and 
Watker having taken part in the desultory debate 


Mr. Benton sta'ed that as he was informed that 
the individual who had created the disturbance had 
been arrested, and was now in custody, that be had 
admitted his offence, and expressed his deep con- 
trition for it, Mr. B’s motion had, in fact, been 
complied with without any question upon it, And 
he would now move that the offender be discharged 
from custody; which was agreed to by general con- 


Mr. Clay said that, as a message had been receiv- 
ed Irom the president of the United States, return- 
to the senate, in which it originated, a bill for 
having 
had received the 
concurrence of both branches of the legislature, and 
been presented to him for bis signature, he presum- 
ed it was not the intention of the senate to go into 
the consideration of that communication at this mo- 
ment. It would scarcely be treating it with the 
gravily and respect due to a co-ordinate brauch of 
the government, to enter upon such a discussion 
before the paper had been printed and time had 
been given lor that deliberate consideration ol ils 
coutents which obviously ought to precede such a 
debate. The senate had been sufficiently familiar 
with communications of this kind to know what 
course it was proper to pursue, even had the con- 
{stitution left it without any directions. But that 
prescribed the course to be pursued, 


And then the senate proceeded to executive bu- 
siness, 

August 17. The resolution submitted some days 
since by Mr. Linn, in relation to the joint occupa- 
tion of Oregon, was taken up, whea 

Mr. Benton rose and delivered bis views in rela- 
lion to the importance of this territory. Mr. B. 
continued until the morning hour had expired, and 
gave way to coriclude his remarks hereafter. — — 

Mr. Benton thought, as an hour only would in- 
terveae between then and the time agreed on for 
taking up the veto message of the president on the 
bank bill, the interinediate period bad better be pe- 
cupied in small matters connected with the busi- 
ness of the senate. And he moved to lay the order 
of the day, being the distribution and pre-emptioti 
bill, on the table for the present. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed, aad the vote stood: yeas 23, nays.23. So the 
motion was lost. r 

The senate then praceeded to the consideration 
of the general order of the day, being the distribu- 
tion and pre-emption bill; the motion pending be- 
ing the amendment of Mr. Clay, of Alabama. 

he amendment was supported by Messrs. Cal- 
houn and Clay, of Ala. and opposed by Mr. Merrick, 
and decided in the negative, by yeas 23, nays 25. 

Mr. Benton moved an amendinent, giving to the 
territories of Florida, Iowa and Wiskonsan ten per 
cent. on the nett proceeds. 

A debate arose on this amendment, in which 
Messrs. Benton, Smilh, of Ind. Walker, Merrick, 
Buchanan aad McRoberts, participated; but before 
Mr. McR. had coacluded—the time having arrived, 
for taking up the veto message—he gave way, to 
resume his remarks another time. è 

The senate tben proceeded to the order of the 
day, wbich was the reconsideration of the bill to 
charter a fiscal bank, together with the presidents 
objections thereto. 

Mr. Mangum moved to postpone the considera- 
tion of the subject until to-morrow at 12 o'clock. 

Alter some remarks from Messrs. Benton and 
Cluy, of Kentucky, the copsideration of the veto on 
the bank bill was postponed till to-morrow at 12 
v'clock. 

Mr. Smith, of Tudiana, then moved to resume the 
consideration of the land bill. For the motioa 23, 
against it 21. So the bill was taken up. ] 

Mr. McRoberts concluded his remarks, observing 
that, if the territories were included, he conld not 
object to the District. His only object was to do 
justice to the terituries. 

Mr. Tappan niade some observations. 

Mr. Benton said, as it was a general plunder, he 
was for letting all in. He despised the whole sys- 
tem, butif it was to be forced on them, Missouri 
would not be so sorbid as to seek to increase ber 
share by diminishing that of others. ] 

Mr. Woodbury made some remarks in favor of the 
amendment, and the justice of admitting the terri- 
tories to their share to enable them to build churches, 
improve their schools, &c. 

Mr. Prentiss also spoke. le was understood to 
oppnse the amendment on the ground that the ter- 
ritories as well as the District were provided for by 
congress. 

The question was taken on Mr. Benton’s amend- 
ment, anc decided in the negative: yeas 17, nays 26. 

Mr. Sevier then moved to strike irom the 9th sec- 
tion of the bill that clause which restricted the states 
from disposing of any lands so granted at a less price 
than $1 25 per acre; 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, contended that it would be 
belter to let the bill stand as it was. 

Mr. Sevier thought it would be humbugging and 
bamboozling the states to restrict thein in their 
sales, as a very large portioa of the land it was welt 
known would never bring that price, and he would 
ask the yeas and nays on that motion. 

The question having been taken, the vote stood: 
yeas 15, nays 27. 

Mr. Sevier said he had another amendment to 
affer, though he did not anticipate a much better 
fate lor it than the other; he conld but try it, how- 
ever. The amendment was to strike from the Sth 
seclion the words “subject to entry al private sale,” 
so that the clause should read “that the lands shall 
be loeated in parcels, conformable to sectional divi- 
sions or subdivisions of not less than 320 acres in 
any one lucation on any publie land.” 

Mr. Walker supported this amendment, 

Mr. Tallmadge expressed the hope that the 
amendment would prevail, as it was reasonable in 
itself. 

The question was taken on this amendment, and ` 
decided in the affirmative: yeas 24, hays 18, 

An amendment offered hy Mr. Porter, of a verbal 
character, simply changing the phrascology, was 
adopted, 
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Anolher amendment, offered by Mr. Clay, of Ala. 
also unimportant in itself, was adopted. 

Mr. Benton then offered an amendment to strike 
out "18 per cent. to the new states," and insert 
“1240? 

On this proposition a debafe ensued, in which 
Messrs. Cluy, of Alabama, Smith, of Indiana, Hen- 
derson, Woodbridge, White, Walker and others par- 
ticipated. No question, however, was taken. 

And the senate then adjourned. 

August 18. The chair laid before [he senate a 
communication from the secretary of the treasury, 
covering a report from {he commissioner of the 
general land office, made in compliance witb a re- 
solution of the 12th inst. calling for the number of 
additional clerks appointed to the land office since 
the 4th of March last, with the salaries received, 
&c. Ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. Clay presented a memorial from the manu- 
facturers ol chemical and dye stuffs, asking that 
cream of tartar may be admitted free of duty. Laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Kerr, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported the amendments made by the house to the 
bill to amend an act entitled “an act to provide for 
the taking of the 6th census,” with a recommenda- 
tion that they be concurred in. 

Mr. K. moved that the amendments be then con- 
sidered; which motion was agreed to. 

Tbe amendments relate to the printing of 10,000 
copies of the census returns, and binding the same 
in some cheap and substantial manner, provided 
that the cosi do not exceed 50 cents per copy; and 
providing also for the retaking of returns of Mont- 
gomery county, in Maryland, and adding the same 
to the enumeration of the state of Maryland. 

Mr. Clay of Ala. objected to the amendments. If 
he mis(ook not, there was a proposition to alter the 
number of copies to a very great amount. What 
were already printed would, he thought, be sufli- 
cient. According to the rate fixed for distribution 
among the states, what came fo the share of Alaba- 
ma would be enough for all practical purposes — 
With regard to the 50 cents per copy for binding, 
he thought no price should be set, as, however 
much cheaper the work might be done, if would 
never be fixed at a less rate than that mentioned. 

Mr. Clayton understood the bill to provide for 
the binding of the copiesof the census, which would 
be of liftle use except substantially thougb plainly 
bound. 

Mr. Calhcun insisted there was a proposition to 
print extra copies, or his ears had deceiver him, 
and called for the reading of the amendments. 

The amendments having been read, Mr. Clayton 
moved to recommit the bill; which motion was 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, 

Resolved, That the eccretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to inform the senate what amonnt of public 
lands are new surveyed and prepared for market, and 
which have not yet been advertised Jor sale; also, what 
amount of public Jands have been advertised for sale 
since the 4th day of March last; also, what amounts of 
land have been heretolore advertised for sale by pro- 
clamations issued from March to August, inclusive, 
during the last four years. d 

Mr. Wright submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law for the appointment of the commissioned officers 
employed in the revenue cutter service of the Urited 
States by the president and senate in the same n a 1- 
ner that commissioned officers in the naval service of 
the United States are appointed; and also, of prescrib- 
ing bylaw a just and proper rank as between them 
and the officers of the navy when both are employed 
together upon the same service; and that the commit- 
tce report by billor otherwise at the next session of 
congress. 

Mr. Woodbury submitted the following, which 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed: 

Resolved, That the committee for the District of Co- 
Jumbia be instructed to inquire into the extent and cha- 
racier of the disturbances 1n the galleries ot the senate 
on two occasions at the present extra scssion—one on 
the final passage of the bill for the liscal baok of the 
United States, and onc on the reading of the veto of 
the said bill, and that they report whether any, and 
what further legislation may be necessary to prevent or 
ponu similar interruptions of the publie business herc- 
after. : 

Also, that the said committee inqnire and report in 
respect to tho disturbances at or ncar the president's 
house on the night ensuing the said veto; the descrip- 
tion and ohject thereof; the number and names of the 
persons concerned in them, so far as can be ascertain- 
cd; the punisliment, if any, to which they have been 
subjected by the civil authorities lor a breach of the pub- 
lic peace, or for riotous and tumultuous tchavior on 
that occasion; and to recommend any additonal mea- 
sures, of a legislative character or otherwise, which 
may, in their opinion be proper fur the protection of 
the different branches of the general government from 
violent molestation, distur bance and iutcirupuon, while 
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engaged in the discharge of their publie duties in the 
city of Washington. And said committee is hereby 
authorised to send tor persons and papers. 

The bill extending the time for issuing military 
bounty land warrants was then taken up. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, explained the object of 
the bill. 

Messrs. Benton, Picree aod McRoberls, spoke 
against it; when 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, replied; and the bill was 
passed over informally, and the letter received froin 
Mr. Gordon, of the bounty land office, ordered to be 
printed. 

The hour of twelve having arrived, the president 
preclaimed the order of the day, which was the 
consideration of the objections of the president of 
the U. States to the bill chartering a fiscal bank. 

Mr. Berrien rose and said that, under a sense of 
duty, be was induced to move that the considera- 
lion of the executive message accompanying the 
return to the senate of the bill to establish a fiscal 
bank be further postpoued until to morrow, twelve 
o'clock, 

Mr. Calhoun said he did hope that the considera- 
tion would not be postponed. He did not, indeed, 
insist that the constitution required that the senate 
should proceed to such consideration immediately. 
A reasonable time ought to be allowed; but it was 
due to the chief magistrate and to the senate that a 
longer postponement should not be permitted, The 
president’s message contatning his objections to the 
bill had now been in possession of the senate and on 
the tables of members for two days. Surely there 
had been sufficient time to reflect upon it; yet now 
it was proposed still longer to defer action upon it. 
He asked the honorable senator fo assign soine rea- 
son for the proposed delay. 

Mr. Berrien replied, that when the senator from 
South Carolina conceded that there was no imme- 
diate constitutional necessity for taking up the 
message, he conceded all that was necessary to 
cover the motion. When the senator expressed his 
personal conviction that titne enough had been al- 
lowed for reflection on the message, he expressed 
what would no doubt regulate his personal conduct; 
but when Mr. B. stated that, under a seuse of duty, 
he had asked for further time, he had stated his own 
cvoviction in regard to the course which ought to 
be pursued. Senators would decide for themselves 
which opinion was to prevail. 

Mr. Calhounrejoined. The seoator bad admitted 
that the considerations on which he had come to 
the eonclusion mentioned were confined to his own 
breast; and, if so, how were other gentiemen to 
judge of their force? Were the motives such as 
could nnt be publicly looked at? Were tliey found- 
ed on movements external to that chamber? It 
was certainly due to the senate tbat a reason be 
given; it was quite novel to refuse; some reason was 
always given; lie had never known it io be other- 
wise. 

Mr. Berrien said that the senafor was at liberty 
to suggest whatever he might think proper; but that 
should not conclude Mr. B. as having made a mo- 
tion here for reasons which he could not disclose.— 
He submitted to the senate that there were upon 
the face of the paper itself ample reasons, from the | 
importance of its subject-matter, why ^it should be | 
maturely considered. Ifthe senator thought other- 
wise, he would, of course, resist the motion to post- 
pone. 


Mr. Calhoun said that, as this was a very extra- 
ordinary motion, the votes of senators upon it ought 
to be recorded; he would therefore demand the yeas 
and nays. They were ordered accordingly, and 
stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
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NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien,; Buchanan, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
gum Monieko Mier Morehead, Nicholson, Phelps, 

rentiss, Simmons, Smith, of Indi Sure 

White, Williame—27. diona interen, 

Mr. Fulton then moved to amend the biit so that 
the distribution of the nett proceeds of the public 
lands should be in accordance with the representa- 
tion of the several states in congress. 

, On this proposition, a long and animated discus- 
sion ensued, in which Messrs. Fulton, of Arkansas, 
Smith, of Indiana, (Woodbury, Walker, White, Ben- 
ton, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, Linn, 
King and others participated. 

A message was now received from the other 
house announcing the passage ol the bankrupt bill, 
with amendinents. 

Mr. Walker immediately moved fo postpone the 
further consideration of the land bill, with a view 
to take up the bankrupt bill, as amended. 

Mr. Linn called the yeas and nays un the motion, 
and, on the question being taken, il was decided in 
the affirmative, as lollows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Dixoa, Evans, Hen- 
derson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Sinimons, 
Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, Walker, White, 
Woodhridge—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Clayton, Cothbert, Fulton, 
Graham, King, Linn, MeRoberts, Mouton, Pierce, 
Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, Young—~2t. 

Tie amendments were then taken np, which, 
after having been briefly explained by Mr. Berrien, 
a debate ensued, in which Messrs. Buchanan, 
IValker, Morehead, Calhoun, Benton, Cuthbert, 
Clay, of Ky. Allen, and others, participated; when 
the question was taken on agreeing in the amend- 
ments, and carried in the affirmative; aad the senate 
then adjourned. 

viugust 19. After two successive disappoint- 
ments, on previous days, frorn votes to postpone, 
the question at last came up, at 12 o'clock, on con- 
sidering the executive comiounication containing 
the president’s objections to the bill chartering a 
fiscal bank. 

Mr. Clay addressed fhe senafe in a very eloquent 
speech in vindication ol the course of the senate in- 
relation to the bill, and particularly that in repect 
to the 16th or compromise section, against which 
the ohjections of tbe president were expressed with 
peculiar empasis. After going through with an 
examination of several positions taken in the mes- 
sage, and replying to the president’s objections, 
Mr. C. adverted to the Jact that some of his friends 
round him were engaged in the preparation of a new 
bill, and, without pledging himself to any course re- 
specting it until he should see its precise form, 
Mr. C. expressed his hope that they would go on, 
and render it as perfec as possible. And he con- 
cluded with congratulating the conntry on the toa- 
ny important measures which had been carried 
through both houses during the present extra ses- 
sion, and expressing his hope that, if not now, at 
the regular session something might be done to put 
the currency ol the country on a sure and solid aud 
satisfactory basis. 


Mr. Rives followed in a speech vindicating the 
course of the president, on whicb he passed the 
highest euloginins. He seemed inclined to treat 
Mr. Clay’s speech as an attack on the president for 
treachery tothe country and to his party. But, in re- 
peated explanations which passed between the two 
senators, Mr. Clay disclaimed all sneh purpose, and 
resisted what he considered as misrepresentations 
(though unintentional ones of course) of most of the 
points he had taken. 

Mr. R. concluded by expressing an earnest hope 


Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Ind. Southard, | that no new hill would be brought in, but that the 


Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—29. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Stur- 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, 
Young—21, 

So the consideration of the message was post- 
poned till to-morrow, at 12 o'clock. 


The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of tbe general order, being the distribution and pre- 
emption bill. 

The amendinent of Mr. Benton was still pending, 
viz: lo strike out ten per cent. to ihe new states, 
and insert twelve and a half. 

The question was taken on this amendment 
without further debate, aud decided in the negative 
as follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Clay, of Alabama, 
Fulton, Linn, McRohcris, Mouton, Porter, Sevier, 
Ionen Tappan, Walker, Woodbridge, Younz— 


question would be referred over to the people. 
I, however, such a bill should be reported as he 


|con)d conscentiously support, it should have his 


vote. 


Mr. Clay rejoined in a second speech, (which be- 
came unusually itopassioned toward the close), and 
in which he warmly repelled the imputation of 
having attacked the president, or charge bim with 
treachery. He adverted to their long personal 
friendship, declared it to be uniinpaired by what 
had transpired, and his desire for its Jong continu- 
ance; but adverted to a rumor of the existence nl a 
certain caónl, which claimed to be the president's 
friends par excellence, and who surrounded and 
songht to guide him as a sort a second kitchen ca- 
binet—whose object was the dissolution of the 
whig party, the dissolution of congress, and a change 
in the whole face of the affairs of the country. Those 
might whisper suspicions into lis ears, and endea 
vor fo pour poison 1o bis leart, with a view [o 


396 


separate him from Mr. C. Ef the president should 
choose, though Mr. C. was sure le could not, to 
fend his ear to such advisers, and separate him- 
self from him, he should deeply regret it for the 
sake of their common country. , 

Mr. Rives also spoke again, with much anima- 
tion and earnestness, stil] taking the ground that 
Mr. C. had attaeked the president. (Mr. C. still 
disclaiming and correeting his representations of 
what bad passed). i 1 

Mr. Clay said a few more things, in a more play- 
ful spirit than before, in reply to Mr. R’s last re- 
marks. 

Mr. Archer made an effort to bring Mr. Clay to a 
disclaimer of any allusion to his colleagues in the 
house of representatives in what be had said about 
a kitchen cabinet. 

Mr. Clay denied that he had asserted the exis- 
tence of such a cabal; he had stated the existenee 
of such a rumor, and asked Mr. A. if he had never 
heard of it? As to his colleagues being implicated, 
that was Mr. A's own inference, not Mr. C's as- 
sertion. 

Alter several inqtriries and replies had passed, in 
the last of which Mr. C. refused to go further in 
his diselaimer— 

Mr. Berrien stated to Mr. Archer what Mr. Clay 
had said; with which Mr. A. professed himself sa- 
tisfied, and the inquiry dropped. 

The question was then (at past 5 o'clock) taken 
anew upon the passage of the bank bill, and deeided 
by yeas and nays follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Ilenderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, 
Smith, of Ind. Southard, ‘Tallmadge, White, Wood- 
brid ge—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
King. Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, Young—29. 

There not being the constitutional majority of 
two-thirds in favor of the bill, which would be re- 
quisite to entitle it to be sent to the honse of repre- 
sentatives for the like coneurrence there, the bill 
remains finally rejected. 

The senate then, after an exhansting session of 
seven hours adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Aug. 12. Mr. Barnard offered the 
tollowing resolution: 

Resolved, That on Friday next, the 13th instant, at 
12 o'clock meridian, all debate in committee of the 
whole on the state of the union; on senate bdl No. 3, 10 
establish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout 
the United States, shall eeasc, and the eonunittee shall 
then proceed to vote on any question then pending, 
and on any amendment then pending, or that may be 
offered, and shall then report said bill to the house, 
with such amendments as may have been agreed to by 
the committee: Provided, that nothing in this resoln- 
tion shall preclude the committee irom reporting said 
bill at an earlier hour. 

Mr. Morgan inquired of the speaker whether it 
was in order to eal] np the resolution offered by his 
colleague, (Mr. J. G. Floyd), in relation to the 
McLeod alfaii? And stated that he was desirous of 
inaking some remarks upon the resolution. 

The speaker deeided that the resolution of the 
geutietaan’s colleague (Mr. Barnard) had prece- 
dence. 

Some conversation followed. 

Mr. Wise moved to ameud the resolution by 
slriking out the words “Friday next, at 12 o'clock 
meridian,” and inserting "to-day, at 3 o'clock, P. 
M ” 


On this, the vote stood—ayes 27, noes 64. No 
quorum voting, a eall of the house was ordered, 
aud proceeded in, til]. 156 members auswered to 
their naves, when it was suspended. 

The previous question having been ordered, Mr. 
Wise’s amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Andrews, ol Kentucky, moved to lay the re- 
solution nu the table; which motion was decided in 
the negative: ages 56, noes 99. 

And the question reenrring on its adoption— 

Mr. James asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and, bemig taken were yeas 78, nays 89. 
So the resolution was not adopted. 

On leave, Mr. Hise, (rom the eommittee on na- 
val aflairs, reported back to the house the bill pro- 
viding lor the payment ot navy pensions, which 
had been returned trom the senate with amend- 
ments, in which the committee recommended the 
concurrence of the house. 

‘The amendments were nnderstood to be that no 
new cases shonld be admitted under the law of 
1837, aud prescribing the tine during which the 
pensions already granted under the law should. be 
reecived, 
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Some explanations lollowed, between Messrs. 
Wise, Fillmore, Adams, McKay, Cave Johnson and 
Briggs. 

When Mr. Adams moved to amend the amend- 
ment of the senate, by adding thereto a proviso that 
“nothing herein contained shall be construed so as 
lo affeet pensions granted to officers, seamen aud 
marines by special aet of eongress, in which act 
such officer, seamen or marine shall be designated 
by name. 

Mr. Wise moved the previous question; whieh 
was seconded. 

And the main question (being the first on the 
amendment to the amendment, as proposed by Mr. 
Adams) was ordered to be now put; and, being 
takeu, was decided in the negative: ayes 64, noes 
100. So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

And the amendments of the senate were tben 
concurred in. 

On leave given, Mr. Steenrod presented the reso- 
lutions of a portion of the citizens of Wheeling, 
Virginia, protesting against the incorporation of a 
bank of the United Slates, and avowing the right of 
the people to repeal any such incorporation. 

Also, the resolutions of a meeting of the citizens 
of Ohio county, holden at Triadelphia, remonstrat- 
ing against the legislation of congress at this ses- 
sion, and avowing the right of the people to repeal 
the charter of a bank of the United States. 

All of whieh were laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, the house again re- 
solved itself into committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, (Mr. Tillinghast, of Rhode Is- 
land, in the chair), ou the bill irom the senate to 
provide for the establishinent ofa nniform system 
of bankruptcy throughout the United States. 

'The pending question being on the inotion of Mr. 
Gordon to strike out the enacting clause of the bill. 

Mr. Milton Brown, alter eongratulating himself 
and the honse that the bill now under eonsideration 
was a measure wholly uneonnected with party po- 
lities, said that it united considerationa of the wis- 
est national poliey with those of humanity and 
justice. 

Mr. B. proceeded at length in support of the bill, 
and in conclusion, dwelt in a feeling manner on the 
happiuess whieh the passage of such a bill would 
diffuse through many a dejeeted and desponding 
heart, and the satisfaction derived from tbe eonsci- 
ousness of having aided in an aet at onee of policy, 
justice and benevolenee. 

Mr. Hunt, after complimenting the chairman of 
the judiciary committee (Mr. Barnard) on the tone 
of remark in which he had introduced and pressed 
the bill upon the committee, proceeded to remark 
upon the condition of his own district, and the 
wishes of his constituents in relation to the bill; it 
was not a debtor, but emphatically a creditor dis- 
trict—agricultural, manufacturing and commercial 
in its pursnits; yet they had petitioned in favor of 
the bill, net only from motives of compassion, bnt 
from an enlarged view of their own true interest. 

He inade some general remarks on the beneficial 
tendencies of a general bankrupt law, as experienc- 
ed in other countries, and in its necessity here, asa 
permanent provision in our eoinmereial system. 

Mr. H. argued to show tlie impolicy of attempt- 
ing to load the.bill with a clause to inclnde banking 
corporatious; nor would it do for gentlemen voting 
agatnst the bil] to cloak their opposition under the 
plea that. no such provision was introduced; the 
people understood tlie ease, and no such plea would 
stand. There was no fitness in extending bank- 
rupt provisions to corporations; they had none of 
the attributes of natural persons; better leave the 
bauks to state regulation. 

Mr. H. said he should offer an amendment ex- 
empting printed books of bankrupts to the value of 
filty dollars. i 

As he should have no opportunity to explain this 
hereafter, he would now say he was desirons of 
saving to the bankrupt his Bible, Prayer Book and 
common school books to at least that amount. 

Mr. H. said he should alsa, as at present advised, 
propose to postpone tlie operation ol the act to some 
day in January next, iustead of the 1st November, 
as now proposed. 

This he should do berause congress would be in 
session at that time. Amendinents might be sug- 
gested, and still the country would have the full 
benefit of the assurance that we designed relicving 
the unfortunate. i 

Mr. Pope observed that there seemed a very de- 
cided disposition to pass this bill; and he therefore 
felt bound to state that it eontained some principles 
which, if he rightly understood them, he never 
eould endorse. 

Mr. P. continued to oppose the passage of the 
bill, contended that a bankrupt taw was needed 
only by coinmoreial men and in commereial eon- 


cerns. This had been the character of the bill of 
1800, and so had been the understanding ever since, 
till this extraordinary bill, which he insisted con-- 
tained some of the greatest enormities he had ever 
seen attempted in legislation. 

[The committee rose informally to ensble the 
house to receive a report by Mr. Randolph, from the 
committee on enrolled billa, who reported that the 
committee had examined the bill to provide for the 
payment of navy pensions, aud had lound the same 
to be eorreet; whereupoo, the hill received the sig- 
nature of the speaker. And the charman again 
resumed his seat]. 

Mr. Allen, of Maine, briefly addressed the com- 
wittee. After examining the constitutional ques- 
tion and noticing some of the objections taken to 
the bill, he went on to say, that a bankruptlaw had, 
heretofore, met the approval and support of many 
of the distinguished men in this country, whose 
hearts had been enlisted in the cause of justice and 
of suffering humanity. He expressed his inost sin- 
eere hope that this bill would be passed, as he waa 
sore it would bring joy and comfort to the hearts of 
sorrowing and desponding thousands. 

The chairman gave the floor to Mr. Birdseye, who 
yielded to Mr. Weller, on whose motion the com- 
mittee rose and reported progress. 

On motion of Mr. Everett, certain additional pa- 
pers relating to the Mexican eommission were or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Burnard gave notice that he would, to mor- 
row inlroduce a resolution to terminate the debate 
on the bankrupt bill. 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore (by leave), an extra 
number of certain tables furnished from the treasu- 
ry departinent, in relative to the revenue bill, were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Weller moved that the house adjourn; but 
withdrew the motion to enable 

Mr. Wise to move that the eommittee of the 
whnle on the state of the nbion be discharged from 
the further eonsideration of the bankrupt bill; on 
which motion Mr. W. moved the previous question. 

Pending this motion, the liouse adjourned. 

Friday, Aug. 13. Mr. Sergeant offered a resolu- 
tion that when the house adjourn, it adjonrn to 
meet on Monday, at 10, A. M. Passed, ayes 112, 


t 40. 

r. Barnard (according to notiee given yester- 
day) introduced a resolution to order the debate on 
the bankrupt bill in eommittee of the whole, to 
cease at two o'clock to-day. The resolution was 
passed: 74 to 61. 

The house then went into committee of tlie 
whole on the bankrupt bill, Mr. Tillinghast in the 
chair. 

Mr. Birdseye spoke for an hour against the poli- 
cy of the bill in its present lorm; but was very im- 
perfectly heard, from the great noise arising from 
general conversation in the hall. During a great 
part of the time, he was totally inaudible irom the 
noise of conversation whieh continued (notwith- 
standing the strennons efforts of the chairman and 
the appeals of various members) throughout the 
whole day's session. The minds of the great majo- 
rity of members were evidently oceupied in the 
consideration of some subject totally foreign to that 
belore the house. Mr. Birdseye, in conclusion, ex- 
presaed a determination to present certain amend- 
ments designed to obviate those objeetions to the 
hill which were now, in lis view, conclusive 
against it. 

Mr. McKay next obtained the floor, and signified 
his wish to be very brief in explanation of certain 
intended amendments, on acconnt of the number of 
memhers desirous of speaking during the brief re- 
maining time allowed for debate nnder the resolu- 
tion passed this morning. He spoke against the 
present bil! for half an hour. 

Mr. Smith, of Conn. moved that the committee 
rise for a few minutes, with a view to reconsider, 
in the house, the resolution adopted, ordering the 
debate on the bill to cease at two o'clock. 

Alter some remarks from Messrs. Barnard, Wise 
and Jtoosevell, the eommittee voted to rise: ayes 79 
noes 59, 

On the committee rising and reporting the bill, 
Mr. Wise moved a call ot the house, as this was to 
be a “test question.” The call was refused: 71 to 
$2. 

Mr. Smith, of Conn. then moved to reconsider 
the resolution to close the debate at two o’elock; 
and on this he moved the previous question. 

Mr. Proffiit moved to lay the motion to reconsi- 
der on the table, and on this he asked the yeas anil 
nays; which were ordered. 

The motion to lay on the table was then negativ- 
ed: yeas 89, nays 98. 

Mr. Wise inoved that the house do again resolve 
ilsell into comuittce of the whole, ou the bankrupt 
bill. 
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The speaker decided that the motion was now out 
of order, pending the eall for the previous question. 
The call for the previous question was then se- 
conded, (tellers having been ordered), ayes 93, 
noes 76. 
The previous question was then ordered without 
a division. 


` The motion to reconsider was then passed, (the | 


yeas and nays being ordered on sootion of Mr. 

Wise), yeas 102, nays 98. 

Mr. Atherlon moved a reconsideration of (he vote 
on the resolution adopted this morning to adjourn 
over till Monday. 

Mr. Pendleton moved to lay on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Proffit, the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

The motion to reconsider was {hen laid on the 
table: yeas 101, nays 94. 

A communication from the secretary of state, re- 
lative to the census, was then presented and reter- 
red to the committee of the whole, before whom 
was the bill on that subject. 

The house then resolved itself into committee of 
the whole, Mr. Tillinghast in the chair. 

Mr. Williams moved to take up the senate bill 
relating to the census. 

Mr. Barnard declared it out of order and the 
chairman decided that the bankrupt bill was still 
before the committee. 

Mr. {Vise then spoke for a few minutes against 
the shuflliug dilatoriness of all these recent move- 
ments in reference to the bill, as secretly designed 
for political effect. The poor bankrupts were to be 
cheated out of the expected relief, or were to be 
gratified only in certain contingencies which were 
now to be waited for. He expressed his own per- 
sonal opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Briggs replied to Mr. Wise, disclaiming for 
himself and the friends of the bill, the imputations 
east upon them. He had congratulated limselt on 
the fair, open, candid character of the debate upon 
the bill, so far. It had been remarkably free from 
a partisan character. [Mr. Wise explained that he 
had charged ouly “some of the pretended friends of 
the bill? with shuffling]. 

Mr. Morgan made a brief but animated and for- 
cible speech in reply to Mr. Wise. 

Messrs. flhite, of Ind. and Solers, followed in 
favor of the bill, and Mr. Williams, of Maryland, 
against it. 

Mr. Holmes obtained the floor; and the commit- 
tee then, on motion of Mr. Underwood, rose and re- 
ported progress. 

On motion of Mr. Underwood, the committee of 
the whole on the state of the union was discharged 
from the further consideration of the senate bill iu 
relation to the census. 

And the bill being before the lionse—on motion 
ol Mr. IFilliams, of Maryland, it was amended by 
providing for the binding of the compendium. 

Mr. Randall, of Maryland, moved that the bill 
be further amended by providing for the printing of 
20,000 copies of the compendium instead of 10,000. 
Mr. R. stated that there had been already appropri- 
ated upwards of $700,000 for the expenses of tak- 
ing &c. this census; that by this bill 10,000 copies 
of the census at large, and 10,000 copies of the 
compendium, were direcled to be printed. The ob- 
ject of his motion was to inerease the copies of the 
compendium to 20,000. 

This compendium had been prepared in the office 
of the secretary of state, in folio form, and contain- 
ed, arranged by counties and cities, all the statis- 
ties of the census at large. 


The increase in the population and intelligence 
of the country; the number of universities, scliools, 
publie libraries, &e. required that this number 
should be printed, in order to secure tlie proper cir- 
culation of this valuable docutoent at present, and 
to retain a sufficient number for future circulation. 


This was no ordinary document. In addition to 
the most detailed descriptions of the population, it 
contained, among other things, much valuable in- 
formation touching the various products, &e. of the 
country. It was not, like many of the documents 
published in numbers quite as great by this house, 
merely for a temporary use. This would be im- 
portant throughont all time, as tbe only correct 
source from which the statistics of the country 
could be obtained. 1t was due also to our country 
that many copies of this census should be sent 
abroad to foreign countries, in order to exlend cor- 
rect information on these important subjects. 

As this immense expense had already been in- 
curred, it was surely worth the additional amount 
required, (about $7,000), in order to have the num- 
ber of copies of tliis valuable document increased 
one-half. f 

He regreted that the committee should have de- 
clined to accept his amendment when the bill was 


before them; but duty compelled him to urge it 
again upon the house. 
The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. Randall also moved to amend the bill by iu- | P 


serting a new section providing for the retaking of 
the census of Montgomery county, Maryland. 

Mr. R. made some explanatory remarks iu rela. 
tion to this amendment. 

The amendment was opposed by Mr. Roosevell. 
The printing of the census, he said, would be de- 
layed by itfor five months. He demanded the pre- 
vions question. And there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to he taken. 

On the suggestion ol Mr. Kenaedy, of Maryland, 
Mr. Rundall so modified his amendment as to pro- 
vide that the printing of the census should not be 
delayed by the operation of the amendment, but 
that the additional statements should be printed se- 
parately. 

The inain question (being first on the amend- 
ment) was then taken, and decided in the affirma- 
tive: ayes 74, noes 48. So the amendment was 
agreed to. 

And the question recurring on engrossing the 
amendments and ordering the bill to a third read- 
ing—Mr. Chapman asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

But, pending the question, the house adjourned 
until Moncay morning at ten o'clock. 

Monday, Aug. 16. Mr. Linn, by general consent, 

presented a petition of the inhabitants of Saratoga, 
New York, praying for a bankrupt law confined to 
natural persons, and not including corporations; 
which was relerred to the committee of the whole 
on the state of the union, having charge of the sub- 
ject. 
: Mr. Hunt, of New York, by general consent, pre- 
sented the petition of E. Peck and others, manu- 
lacturers of iron, in and near the city of New York, 
asking the appointment of a committee of congress 
to collect facts, &c. preparatory to a revision of the 
tariff laws, &c. 

Several other petitious were presented, and all 
appropriately relerred. 

On leave given, Mr. Hopkins offered the following 
resolution; which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office and 
post roads be instrueted to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill authorising the postmaster general 
to establish express mails along the great lines of steam- 
boat and rail road communications in cases where he 
is not able to make contracts to have the mails trans- 
ported on said routes by rail roads or steamboats for 
the rate of compensntion prescribed hy law. 

On leave given, Mr. Weller presented the pro- 
ceedings of a democratic meeting held in Hamilton, 
in the state of Ohio, on the 31st July last, against 
the incorporation of a national bank, against the 
repeal of the independent treasury, against the dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of the public lands, &c.; 
which, ou motion were laid on the table. 


Mr. Fillmore, from the committee of ways and 
means, to whom had been referred the coinmuni- 
cation from the presideut in relation to further ap- 
propriations for the general post office, reported 
that the committee had had the same under con- 
sideration and declined reporting any appropriation 
therefor. 

Mr. Fillmore, from the same committee, to whom 

had been referred the communication from the 
secretary of war asking for appropriations to car- 
ry into effect the treaty with the Miami Indians, 
reported that the committee did not conceive that 
this subject came within the rule adopted by this 
liouse, limiting and preseribing the business which 
should be acted on during the present session of con- 
gress. : 
- Mr. Fillinore from the same committee, to whom 
had been relerred the petition of certain stonecut- 
ters asking further appropriations for the pnolic 
buildings, asked that the said committee be dis- 
charged from the consideration thereof, and that 
the subject be referred to the committec on public 
buildings. 

And the subject was referred accordingly. 

Mr. Randolph, from the committee on enrolled 
bills, reported that that committee had examined 
the bill in relation to fines and recoveries under the 
charter laws and ordinances of Georgetown, &c. and 
had found the same to be correct. And the bill re- 
ceived the signature of the speaker. 

Mr. Gilmer, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill to provide for placing Green- 
ough’s statue of Washington in the rotundo of the 
capitol. ! 

The bill, having been read twice by its title, was 
referred to the counnittee ot the whole ou the state 
of the union. 

Mr. Briggs, from the committee on the post office 
and post reals, reported. the following resolution; 
which was adopted: 
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Resolved, That the elerk of the house of representa” 
tives he direeted to deliver to the auditor of the trea” 
sury for the post office department such of the pa- 

ers taken from the post oflice department before its 
destruction by fire, by the committee of investigation 
orhe house of representatives, as the said auditor may 
sclect. 

Mr. Vise desired to inquire of the chairman of the 
committee on the expendilures of the post office 
department, or of the committee on the post office 
and post roads, whether any action would be pro- 
posed on the cominunication made by the postmas- 
ler general in relation to the arrearages due from 
that department to contractors? 

Mr. Briggs (chairman of the committee on the 
post office and post roads) replied that that commit- 
tee had the suhject under consideration now. 

Mr. Eise was understood to say that calls for in- 
formation on the subject had been addressed to him, 
and to other members of the house. The session 
was nearly at a close, and, unless something was 
done soon, congress would adjourn without doing 
any thing. 

Mr. W. W. Irwin, from the select committee on 
retrenchment, reported the lollowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the chairman of the committee ask 
leave of the house to sit during the recessof congress, 
and that the coramittee have power to send for persons 
and papers, and to report at the next session by bill or 
otherwise. 

Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky moved to lay the reso- 
lution on the table. 

Mr. WW. IV. frwin asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, werc: yeas 139, 
nays 40. So the resolution was laid on the table. 

On motion ot Mr. ffm. C. Johnson, the house 
took up the census bill, the pending question was 
on engrossing the amendmeuts (made on Friday), 
and on ordering the bill to a third reading, on whictr 
motion the previous question bad heretofore heen 
ordered. 

Some conversation followed, in. which Messrs. 
Wu. C. Johnson and Roosevelt participated. 

Alter whieh the question was taken by yeas and 
nays, (which had heretofore been ordered), and 
was decided in the affirmative: yeas 121, nays 63. 

So the amendments were ordered to be engrossed. 
And the bill was ordered toa third reading at this 
time. 

And, having been read a third time by the litle, 
the bill was passed. 

A message was received from the president of the 
United States, by the hands of Robert Tyler, esq. 
informing the house that the president had approved 
and signed a bill entitted «an act to provide for the 
payment of navy pensions.” 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, the house again re- 
solved itself into committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, (Mr. Tillinghast, of Rhode Is- 
land, in the chair), on the bill from the senate to 
establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States. 

The pending question being on the motion of Mr. 
Gordon, of New York, to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill. 

Mr. Holmes, of South Carolina, who was entitled 
to the floor, addressed the committee during the 
hour in opposition to the bill, which he charac- 
terised as complex and destructive in its nature, 
and as fraught with deep injury to the credit of the 
country. 

Mr. James spoke for half an hour with much ani- 
mation and force in defence of the bill. 

Mr. Sergeant followed on the same side. 

Mr. Howard also spoke in favor of the bill. 

Mr. Barnard sail that, if there were no other 
gentlemen desirous to speak, he would move that 
the committee now rise; giving notice, at the saine 
time, that he would te-morrow introduce a resolu- 
tion providing that all debate on the bill should cease 
at 12 o'elock, M. 

Mr. Wise inquired of the chair if the motion to 
rise was amendable. lf so he would move to amend 
it by adding the words, “and report the bill.” 

The chair decided that the motion was not amend- 
able, that motion, in committee, being equivalent to 
a motion for adjournment in the honse. 

And the question being taken, the motion, hy 
ayes 79, noes 60, prevailed. And the committee 
rose and reported progress. 

Mr. Botis said he had received from the marshal 
of the District the accounts and vouchers for the 
funeral expenses of the late president of the Unite 
States, (gen. William Henry Harrison), for which 
no appropriation had yet been made. 

On motion of Mr. B. the same were referred to 
the committee on ways aud means. —— 

Mr. Fillmore presented a communication from the 
secretary of the navy, in relation to the statue of 
Washington; which waa referred to the committee 
of the whole on the state of the union having charge 
of the bill on (hat subject. 
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On motion ot Mr. K the petition was referred to 
the committee on commerce. 


On leave given, Mr. Briggs, from the commiltee |substitntiag the Ist day of M 


Mr. Maxcwell move to amend the amendment by 


on the post office and post roads, reported a bill | Febrnary. Rejected. 


making appropriations for the post office depart- 
ment, 


And the amendment of Mr. Barnard was then 
agreed to. 


[This bill appropriates the sum of $497,657 to| “On motion of Mr. Adams, the words “and not 


enable the department “to meet its engagements | sooner” were struck out of the said section. 


and pay its debts."] 


Some further amendments were offered by Messrs. 


The bill having been read twice by the title, was | Roosevell, Birdseye and Randull, of Md.; all which 
referred on motion of Mr. Briggs, to the committee | Were rejected. 


of the whole ou the state of the union; aud, together 


Mr. (Williams, of Maryland, here offered a sub- 


witb the communication from the post office depart- | stitute for the bill, which was rejected. 


ment, was ordered to be printed. 


A message was received trom the senate through 
A. Dickins, esq. seeretary, informing this house 
that the senate had passed the act further to extend 
the time for locating Virginia military land warrants 
and returning surveys thereof to the general land 
office. : 

And, also, informiag the house that the president 
of the United States had officially notified the senate 
that he had approved and signed the bill to repeal 
an act commonly known as the sab-treasury law. 


Mr. Barnard offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That at 12 o'clock M. this day, all debate 
in committee of the whole on the state of the unian oa 
senate bill No. 3, entitled “an aet to establish a naiform 
system of bankruptey throughout the United Srates,” 
shall cease, and the committce shall then proeced to 
vote on any queation, or on any amendments then 
pending, and on all amendments that may be offered, 
and shall 
amendments as may have been agrced to by the enin- 


Alter whieh, on motion of Mr. Barnard, the com- 
mittee rose and reported the bill, with the only 
amendinent made, to the house. 

And the question being ou coneurring in that 
amendment, which provides that the bill should not 
go into etfeet nntil the Ist day of February next— 

Mr. Clifford renewed the amendment offered by 
him in comraittee of the whole, and there rejected; 
offering it now as an amendment to the amendiaent 
of Mr. Barnard. Mr. C's proposition was in the 
following words: 

Provided, further, That nathing in this act eontaincd 


shall be eonstrneted to alter or repeal aay state law for 


the relief of insolvent debtors, or to alter or repeal any 
such law exempting certain goods or chattles from at 
tachment, execution or distress. 

Mr. Barzard moved the previous question. And 
there was asecond. 

And the main question was ordered, (being first 


then report said bii] to the honse, with such | OP the amendiaent to the anendinent). 


Mr. Clifford asked the yeas and nays, which were 


mittee: Provided, That the committee may report said | ordered, and, being taken, were: yeas 99, nays 96; 
bill to the house at an earlier hour if they think proper. |so the amendment tothe amendment was agreed to, 


Mr. Graham moved to ataend the resolution by 
substituting 2 o'elock for 12, 
Mr. Kennedy, of Md. taoved lo amend the amend- 


And the question recurriug on agreeing to tlie 
amendment as amended — 
Mr. Under wood (for the purpose, he said, of test- 


ment by striking out 2 o'clock of this day, and in- ing (he sense of the house whether this bill should 


serting 12 o’elock to morrow. 


be laid over to the next session or not) moved to lay 


The amendment to the amendment was rejected, | the bill and amendments on the table. 


And the amendinent, by ayes 50, noes not eount- 
ed, was also rejected. 


Mr. Beller asked the yeas and nays which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were: yeas 110, nays 


And then the resolution as originally offered was |97, so the bill and amendments were laid on the 


adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Barnard, the house again re- 


table. 
Aad on motion of Mr. Hulmes, the house ad- 


solved itself into committee of the whole on the | JOurned. 


state ol the onion, (Mr. Tillinghast, of Rhode Is. 
land, in the ehair), and resumed the consideration 
of the bill rom the senate to establish a unitorm 
system of bankruptey throughout the U, States. 

The pending question being on the motion of Mr. 
Gordon, of New York, to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill. 

Mr. Barnard, (chairman of the judiciary com- 
iüittee), addressed the committee in reply to some | 
of the arguments. whieh had been urged iu o posi- 
tion to the bill, coneluding with a renewed and tnost 
urgent appeal to the house no longer to withhold | 
from the country this great measure of relief, eman- 
cipation and justice, 

je Sulionstall, gave his views in favor of the 
bill. 

Mr. Fillmore followed in some remarks, in favor 
of the hill, and Mr. Sprige in Opposition to it, 

The hour of twelve having arrived, the commit- 
tee, in pursuance of the oer of the house of this 
morning, proceeded, witliont further debate, to vote 
on the amendments pending, or that might be ol- 
fered. 

The question was taken first an the motion of 
Mr. Gordon to strike out the enacting clause of the 
bill, aud by ayes 79, noes 99, it was rejected. | 


Wednesday, Aug. 183. Mr. Gumble rose and mov- 
eda reconsideration of the vote of yesterday by 
which the bill from the senate to establish a uniform 
systeta of bankruptey throaghout the United States 
had been laid on the fable. i 

Mr. Feller moved a eall of the house, and asked 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved to lay the motion to re- 
eonsider on the table. 

The speaker decided that the motion for a call of 
the house had preecdenee. 

And the question was then taken on the motion 
nf Mr. (Weller that there be a call of the honse, 
and was deeided in the affirmative: yeas 170, nays 7. 

The roll was called, 206 embers appeariag, and 
excuses received for aeveral absentees, further pro- 
ceedings in the eall, on mation of Mr, Bolis, were 
dispensed with, by a vote of 111 to 76. 

And the question then reeurring on the motion of 
Mr. C. Johnson, to lay on the table the motion of 
Me, Gamble to reconsider the vote by which the 
bankrupt bill had been laid on the table yesterday — 

Mr. Cave Johnson asked the yeas and hays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follaws: 


yeas 92 nays Lit. So the motion tu reconsider was 
nol laid on the table. 


arch for the Ist day of 


And the question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Gamble to reconsider the vote by which the bank- 
rupt bill and amendments had been laid on the table. 

Mr. Profil asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were as follows: yeas 108, 
nays 98. So the vote was reconsidered. 

And the question recurring on that motion, (to 
n to lay the bill and amendments on the ta- 

e)— 

Mr. Barnard asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were as follows: yeas 90, 
nays 112. So the bill and amendments were not laid 
on the table. 

Mr. Sollers thereupon rose, and moved that the 
house reconsider the vote of yesterday by which 
the following amendment, moved by Mr.” Clifford 
lo the amendment of Mr. Barnard, bad been agreed 
to: 

Provided, further, That nothing in this act con- 
tained shall be canstrneted to alter or repeal any 
state law for the relief of insolvent debtors, or to 
alter or repeal any such law exempling certain 
goods or chattles from attachment, execution or dis- 
tress. 

And on this motion Mr. S. demanded 
question. 

Mr. Clifford asked Mr. S. to witbdraw the motion, 
to enable him (Mr. C.) to say a word. 

Mr. Sollers declined. 

[Here Mr. King introduced the honorable John 
T. Stuart, member elect from the state of Illinois, 
who was qualified and took bis seat.] 

And the question recurring on the demand for the 
previous questioa, there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. Clifford asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. 

And the main question (being on the motion to 
reeonsider) was then taken, and decided in the affir- 
mative, yeas 116, nays 93. 

The question recurriag onthe adoption of the 
amendineat of Mr. Clifford. 

Mr. C. modified it to read as follows: 

“Provided, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be eonstructed to alter or repeal any state law 
for the relief of insolvent debtors, or to alter or re- 
peal any such law exempting certain goods and 
chattles from attachinent, exeeution and distress, so 
that any insolvent debtor may at his eleetion, either 
take the benefit of the provisions of this aet relat- 
ing to voluntary bankruptey or of the state laws 
where he resides.” 

Mr. Lewis Williams would merely inquire, he 
said, whether /Aat would be anilorm bankrupt law? 

Mr. Fillmore inquired of the speoker whether the 
previous question (ordered yesterday) woutd apply 
to this question? 

The speaker replied that it would. : 

Mr. Clifford asked the yeas and nays on the adop- 
tion of his amendment, as modified, whieh were 
ordered, and, being taken, were: yeas 90, nays 119. 

And the question recurred on eoneurring in tbe 
amendment (to the 17th section) reported from the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
and whieh amendinent postponed the time at which 
the bill was to: go into operation until the first day 
of February next, (the original day fixed in the bill 
being the first day of November eurrent). The 
question was taken, and the amendinent was con- 
curred in. And the amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed. 

The bill (as amended was ordered toa third read- 
ing at this time. 

And the bil] having been read a third time by its 
title, and the question being on the final passage 
thereof, Mr. Briggs moved the previons question. 

Mr. Wise moved a call of the house, remarking 
that he made the motion that il might be seen who 
dodged this question. 

Mr. Proffit asked the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion that there be a eall of the house; which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas $9, naya 
116. So the call of the house was refused. 

Aud the question recurriag on tlie deinaud for the 
previous question there was a seeond. 

And the main question (being on the passage of 
tlie bill) was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. Clifford asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. And the main question, “shall the bill 
pass?" was then taken, and decided in the affirma- 
tive, as follows: 

Y EAS— Mesere. Adams, Allen, S. I. Andrews, Are 
nold, Ayerigg, Babeock, Baker, Barnard, Black, Blair, 
Buardiinn, Borden, Driggs, Brockway, Bronson, Mil- 
ton Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Thomas J. Cainpbell, 
Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, J. C. Clark, S. N. 
Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, G. Davis, 
W. C, Dawson, J. D. Dawson, Deheriy, T Edwarda, 
Everctt, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, 
(samble, Gates, P. G. Goude, Greig, ITabersham, Dalh 
Halsted, W. S. Hastings, Henry, (foward, Hudson, 
Hant, James Irvine, W. W. Irwin, Jaines, Wiliam C. 


the previous 


= 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—AUG. 21, 1841— 


INVENTIONS, IMPROVEMENTS, &c. 


399 


Johnson, I. D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, 
Lawrence, Linn, S. Mason, Mathiot, Maxwell, May- 
nard, Mernwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, 
Nisbet, Osborne, Pierce, Pendleton, Powell, B. Ran- 
dall, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, 
Rodney, Roosevelt, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Si- 
monton, Slade, Smith, Sollers, Stanly, Stokely, Strat- 
ton, John T. Stuart, Taliaferro, R. W. Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Van Rensselaer, Wal- 
lace, Warren, E. D. White, J. L. White, T. W. Wil- 
liams, L. Williams, C. H. Willlams, J. L. Williams, 
Winthrop, Wood, Yorke, A. Young, J. Young—110. 

NAYS—Messrs. L. W. Andrews, Arrington, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Botts, Bowne, 
Boyd, A. V. Brown, C. Brown, J. Brown, Burke, W. 
Butler, W. O. Butler, G. W. Caldwell, P. C. Caldwell, 


J. Campbell, W. B. Campbell, Cary, Chapman, Clif- | 


ford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, R. D. Davis, Dean, 
Doan, Doig, Eastman, I. C. Edwards, Eghert, Ferris, 
J. G. Floyd, Chas. A. Floyd, Fornance, Thos. F. Fos- 
ter, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, William O. Goode, 
Gordon, Graham, Gustine, Harris, J. Hastings, Hays, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubhard, Hunter, 
Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, A. McClellan, R. 
McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, T. F. Mar- 
shall, Mathews, Mattocks, Medill, Miller, Newhard, 
Parmenter, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Profit, 
Ramsey, Reding, Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, 
Saunders, Shaw, Shepperd, Shield, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Steenrod, Sweeny, J. B. Thompson, Triplett, Turney, 
Underwood, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, J. W. Williams, Wise—t06. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. Morgan moved a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the bill had passed, and demanded the 
previous question thereon, and there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be taken. 

Mr. Boyd asked the yeas and nays,and they were 
ordered. 

And the main question: “shall the vote be reconsi- 
dered?” was then taken and decided in the negative: 
yeas 99, nays 115, So the vote was not reconsi- 
dered, 

On motion of Mr. Underwood, the house resolved 
itself into committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, (Mr. Boardman, of Connecticut, in the 
chair), and took up the bill from the senate to re- 
vive and extend, for a limited time, the charters of 
certain banks tn the District of Columbia; which 
said bill bad been reported irom the committee lor 
the District of Columbia of this house, with amend- 
ments. 

The question being on concurring in an amend- 
ment reported by the committee of this house, viz: 
to strike out from one of the clauses of the bill the 
provision jorbidding the issuing and circulating 
herealter ol any notes of denominations between 
five and ten dollais and between ten and twenty 
dollars— 

Mr. Underwood made some remarks in favor of 
concurring in tlie senate’s amendment, 

Mr. Cave Johnson briefly stated reasons why he 
could not vote to concur. 

Mr. Powell explained the reason and necessity 
for the amendment. A large portion of the ciicu- 
lation in this District consisted of bills of the banks 
of Virginiaand Maryland. ‘The Virginia notes were 
of variaus denominations between five and ten, and 
alsa between ten and twenty dollars; and as long 
as those banks continued to issue such notes it 
would be very difficult to exclude them from circu- 
lation. Besides, notes of these descriptions were 
very convenient for the purpose ol small remittances; 
and as the charters were to be renewed Jor so short 
a time as (hree. years, there could be no need of the 
prohibition which the senate had stricken out. He 
hoped the amendment would be concurred in. 

The question was taken, and the senate's amend- 
ment was eoncurred in—ayes 86, noes 36. 

The bill was now read through, and then read by 
sections tor amendment. 


Mr. Keim moved an amendment, to come in affer 
the 6th section, providing tliat eongress shall have 
power to revise, amend or revoke the charters. 

This amendment gave rise to a discussion on the 
former conduct of the banks, in which Messrs. 
Powell, Weller, Wise, Merriwether, Wm. C. Jahn- 
son, Tillinghasl, Proffit, Underwood, Snyder, Daw- 
son and Cave Johnson, took part; when 

The question being now put on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Keim, it was rejected without a 
count. 

The reading of the bill having been gone through 
with—Mi. Underwood moved that the committee 
rise and report the bill to the house. 


the senate had concurred in the amendment made 
by this house to the bill to establish a uniform sys- 
tem ol bankruptcy throughout the United States.] 

The question being again put on concurring— 
Mr. Lewis Willams demanded the previous ques- 
tion; which was aeconded, put and carried. And 
the main question being on concurrence— Mr. Wel- 
ler asked tbe yeas and nays; but the house refused 
to order them. And the question to concur was 
carried. 


The bill and amendments were then ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill having been read a third time by its title, 
and the questlon being on its passage—Mr. Weller 
demanded lhe yeas and nays; wbich were ordered 
and taken, and resulted as lolloses; 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landoff W. Andrews, 
Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Baker, 
Barnard, Black, Blair, Boardman, Botts, Brockway, 
Bronson, M. Brown, William Buter, John Campbell, 
Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, John C. Clark, 
Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, 
William C. Dawson, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett 
Fillmore, A. L. Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, 
Geutry, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Green, 
Greig, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, William S. Hast- 
ings, Henry, Hunt, James Irvine, William W. Ir- 
win, Wiliam Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John 
P. Kennedy, King, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Merriwether, Morgan, 
Morrow, Nisbet, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Pape, 
Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, 
Rayner, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Russell, Salton- 
stall, Sergeant, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, Smith, 
Soliers, Stanly, Stokeley, Stratton, A. H. H. Stuart, 
John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, J. B, Thompson, 
Richard W., Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, 
Warren, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Thomas 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
hams, Joscph L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Agustus 
Young, John Young--105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Boyd, 
Charles Brown, Burke, Patrick C. Caldwell, Cary, 
Chapman, Clinton, Coles, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, 
John B. Dawson, Doan, Eastman, John C. Edwards, 
Egbert, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Gerry, Wil- 
liam O. Goode, Harris, John Hasungs, Hees, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Hubbard, Ingersoll, Jack, Cave John- 
son, Johu W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, 
Littlefield, Abrabam McClellan, Robert McClellan, 
MeKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Newhard, Payne, 
Piumer, Reding, Rogers, Sanford, Shaw, Shields, 
Snyder, Steenrod, Turney, Watterson, Weller, West- 
brook, Wood—58. 

So the bill was passed and returned to the senale 
with an amendment. 

And thereupon the house adjourned. 


INVENTIONS, IMPROVEMENTS, &c. 

Rocks MELTED. In the sitting of the French 
academy ol sciences on the 7th June some very in- 
teresting experiments on the melting of rock crystal 
(quartz) and ou the subsequent crystalization and 
even easting of it were detailed by Mr. Gaudin.— 
This able chemist, by the use of his oxy-hydrogen 
blow-pipe, had succeeded in melting crystals of alu- 
minum and silex, such as the white sapphire and 
the ruby. After vain attempts with compounds of 
silex and aluminum precipitated with their coloring 
matter, he had employed a mixture of ammonial 
alum, or polassic aluin, with three or four hundredth 
parts of chromate ol potassium. These two salts 
ground together with a little waler, formed under 
the action of increasing heat a transparent liquid, 
which was afterwards condensed into a friable po- 
rous paste. He had hollowed out tliis paste into the 
form of a crucible, with which he had capped his 
blowpipe, and then blowing upwards, hail lound the 
interior of this erncible become studded with a mul- 
titude of exceedingly small rubies of beautiful color 
and the finest water. Finding his blowpipe too 
sinall, he liad madeanother one of a block ot platina, 
and by means of this had succeeded in melting and 
in spinning out rock crystal as easily as glass. 

He found that silex in a state of tusion is one of 
the most ductile substances in nature, and that the 
faculty of spinpiag glass depended on the quantity 
of silex it contained. It did not crystalize on cool- 
ing, but was very volatile; this had hindered him 
from obtaining globules of more than three inilli- 
metres in diameter. He had, however, spun out 
threads of silex so thin and fine, that they admitted 
of being tied in a knot, and had an irridescent ap- 
pearance; they were so liglit, too, that the wind 
easily carried them away, and a quantity of them 


The motion prevailing, the committee rose and ! could be rolled up in the fingers, looking like cot- 


reported the bill andamendmeuts to the house. Tbe | ton. 


question being put on concurring with the report of 
the committee, no quoruin voted. 

A motion was made to adjourn, and lost; yeas 70, 
nays 79. : 

[A message was received from'the senate, by the 
Lands ol A. Dickens, esq. secretary, stating (hat 


"I'breads ol pure quartz were always cyhindri- 
cal and transparent; those from sandstone and mill- 
stones were opaque and had a nacreous appearance. 
Beryl and emerald did not yie!id threads so well as 
those of other silicious stones; but from the opaque 
color of the threads of emerald, he inferred that a 
inixture of emerald and sandstone would melt down 
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into artificial pearls of great hardness. Aluininom 
he found to be deprived of all velosity, and hence it 
was impossible to spin threads irom the ruby, or 
from Syrian garnet, topaz fluorure of calcium (fluor 
spar) or the sandstone of Fontainbleau (Paris pav- 
ing stone.) He had made from melted quartz some 
admirahle microscopic lenses, and pivots for mari- 
ners' compasses; he had also drawn out sticks of 


quartz applicable lo tools for barnishers and watch- 
makers. 


* 

Locomotives. A paragraph in the Philadel- 
phia United States Gazeite speaks of a very 
powerlul locomotive engine which has just been 
finished by Messrs. Eastwick and Harrison of that 
city. “Itis called the Madison, and is finished on 
their peculiar plan, being that of having four driv- 
ing and Jour truck wheels. The driving wheels are 
attached to the body of the engine in an entirely 
different manner Irom those of other engines, and 
are so fixed as to yield readily to any undulation of 
the road without jarring the engine. On a dead 
level it is calculated that it would draw one hun- 
dred loaded cars at the rate of tw enty miles an hour, 
It has been constructed for the Auburn and Ro- 
chester road, and has been built thus powerlully in 
order to keep open the road during the winter sca- 
son. 


THE sTEAMER GERM. A desideratum in ocean 
and canal uavigation, so long and assiduously 
sought, is pow clearly presented to the public in 
this simple and compact little vessel. She is pro- 
pelled easily at the rate ol 9 miles per hour, by two 


iron submerged horizontal paddle wheels, 5 leet in 
diameter, each paddle being just six inches by one 
oot. 


Her length is 50 feet —beam 9 feet at water line, 
and 11 leet at the gunwale, and draws 2 [eet 3 in- 
ches water. Althouglithe whole power exerted by 
her engine is that of 6 2-3d horses, in arace she ran 
a few days since with a little steamer drawing 3 
feet water, 75 feet long and 8 ieet beam, with a 20 
horse power engine applied'to the ordinary paddle- 
wheels, the “Germ” ranged abead, and ran round 
lier twice in 20 minutes, a lact establishing beyond 
doubt the superior efficiency of the horizontal pad- 
dle wheels. 

In a heavy sea, the horizontal action of this pro- 
peller places the vessel so completely under control 
as to render her perlecily safe, and the propeller re- 
ceiving the equal and effective resistance of so 
dense a medium as the water far below its surface, 
imparts a steady and progressive movement, which 
carries the vessel through a head sea at a speed but 
little less than in smooth water. 

The vessel is Iree from the weight and labor of 
the cumbrous water-wheel sbaíts, and the jar and 
shake consequent to the use of the present paddle- 
wheel. She has the whole length of her deck Jor a 
saloon, unencumbered by wheel-liouses, &c. and it 
is manitest the passages across the Atlantic will be 
made (by tbe use of this invention) in much lesa 
une with greater salety and with far greater com- 
ort. 

The amount of freight too, which such a vessel 
may carry, is much larger than could be transport- 
ed by a vessel built in the ordinary manner, for this 
reason, that the dip of the wheels, which would se- 
riously impede the progress ol the ordinary steam- 
er, serves, in tlie case of the Germ, and of vessels 
built on ber plao, to add, if any thing, to her sailing 
qualities. 

The increased speed, with less power, resulting 
from the use of these new propellers, speatis the 
economy derivable from the adoption of this plan. 

New York should not lose this opportunity ol oc- 
cupying her proper position in relation 1o Atlantic 
steam navigation. N.Y. Amer. 


MODE OF PRESERVING TIMBER. The Civil En- 
gineer and Architeet’s Journal, for January, 1811, 
describes a patent lately obtained in the United 
States, for preserving wood by boiling it in lime 
water. The editor of that journal remarks, howe- 
ver, that wood can be much better preserved from 
decay hy soaking it in a strong solution of lime in 
cold water. He assigns, as a reason for this, that a 
mach greater quantity of lime, when fresh burned 
or calcined, is soluble in a given quantity of cald 
than of boiling water; and also relates several satis- 
factory experiments, proving the great effieacy of 
line, when thus used, in preserving timber from de- 
cay. The length of time [or which tlie timber should 
be soaked depends very much upon the thickness 
and texture of the wood; some Kinds of timber re- 
quiring only a fortnight, and others three or four 
weeks, and even longer. An artificial pond, the 
nis niade water-light, is used for soaking the tim- 

er, 
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Parish, in Louisiana, at the age of one. hundred and 


Axsourtionists. The Cleveland, Ohio, Herald says, | eighteen. 


three citzens of Illinois—James Barr, A Work and 
George Thompson—have been arrested in Marion co. 
Missouri, and committed to jail, charged with allem: 
ing toentice away the slaves of Mr. Woodfolk, under 
a promise to conduct them to Canada. They are mein- 
bers of the “ Mission Institate," near Quincy, Illinois, 
a kind of Obcrbn afiair. The Argas says of their guilt, 
there can be no doabt; and it is quite as certain that 
they will have time enough for repentance in, the 
penitentiary. 

Tue AxisrAp Aratcans. One of them was drowned 
at Farmingwa, Coun. on the 7th inst. 

Bank or tne U. S. or Pa. William Drayton having 
resigned, James Robinson, Esq. has been elected pre- 
sident of this institution: There are indications of a 
disposition to recall the Biddle aud discard the Lippincot 
parly from the management of the institution, Mr. 
Samuel Jaudon has been appointed to proceed ta Eng- 
land to aet as agent to the institation. The price of 


stoek had declined to 14, has gone upto $15$—and |: 


discount on their notes fell from 25 to 225. 


Buivery AND ÇORRUPT'ON. A young candidate for 
a scat in parliament asked, in a country town, what 
was most wanted, and was answered, “ means to pay 
off the debt incurred by building our church 3” he im- 
mediately wrote a check for £4,000, and the next day 
was elected the member from that couaty. 


Castor om. A western paper states that castor ait 
is manufactured to a large éxtent in Illinois; ia Ran- 
dolph eounty alone, it is added, a thousand barrels are 
made annually. "The.castor bean is cultivated with 
great facility, and at little expense. When clarified the 
castor is said to givo a much clearer light than sporm 
oil, and is entirely free from offensive smell. 


CHAMPAGNE WINE. <A large bundle of some thou- 
sand cliaipagne wine labels, lately passed through 
the Boston custom house, and have gone to New 
York: they were printed in England, in colors, ex- 
pressly for the American market. Let champagne wine 
drinkers look ont.- 


Corroy. A few hales of the new crop have reached 
ihe New Orleans and Mobile markets. Sales have al- 
most ceased for a moment, all waiting to learn the pro- 
duc! of the season, before adventuring cither to sell or 
buy in any gaautities. Prices at New Orleans on the 
7th instant, Liverpool classificauons, are ordinary Mis- 
sissippi and Louisiana, middling and middling fair 8 
a 10; fair, fully fair and good fair 105 a 107 ; N Alaha- 
ma aud Tennessee, trash, 11 ; ordinary to good 8 a 11. 

The New Orleans Bee ot the 7th August, says :— 
The cotton in the vicinity of Natchez has beon 
greatly injured by long drought and intense heat; on 
the poor lands the plait has nearly shed all its forms, 
blossoms and bells. The only hope of the planter in 
the uplands rests on the product of the second growth, 
and whether there will be a second growth depends 
entirely on the seasan. Nothing but early and abun- 
dant rains and a lato fall will du any good. 


Crors. A review of ali that we have met with in 
the public papers, relative to the crops‘of grain this 


season, confirms the impression, that the product upon | 


the whole, will be nearly or quite an average. Mary- 
land will falleonsiderably below an average return, and 
casten Virginia also; but the year would be much 


above an average in which no section of the union | 


failed. Wheat turns out much lighter than was expected 
in the middle states, and in New York and Ohio there 
will be some falling nif from the average of 1839 and 
1840—Michigan and Indiana will show an excess—rye 
fatted extensively—early oats was light—bat the latter 
crop is good—curn tecovers considerably after. having 


sufiered by draught, but the crop will fal tar below an | 


avcrage—potatoes and other vegetables are abundant, 
aud of good quality. ; 
Deatus during the last week ta Philadelphia 170, 
of which.99 were ander two years, three over 99, and 
one over tOD years uf age; 22 were people of color. 
Baltimore 69, of whom thirty-five were under two years, 
uud nine were tree colored and two slaves. - 
Aumonist the obituary naticea ol last week, we notice 
that of gea. Griffin, a representative frum Soath Caro- 
lina, in. the last congress; judge James Lanman, Nor 
wich, Coun. aged 72 years. For lilty years a member 
atthe Connecticut bar; for along time the state's al- 
torney for his county; a member of the convention that 
fried the constitulinn of that state; a scuator in con- 
gress, uil one of tho julges of tho supreme conrt.— 
Major Wm. Shate, an otliver of the army of the re- 
volution, at his residence in New York, on the !2th 
instant, nged 82 years. On the dth instant, at his res 
sidence in Grainger connty, ‘Tennessee, Willan Clay, 
€sq. futher of the lion. C. C. Clay, senator m congress 
from Alabama. Ue waa born jn the eoanty of Olies- 
terfield, Virginia, ou the 10th: af Angust 1760. Con- 
scquently, when he died, he was within t week of con 
pleting his 8st year. He entered tho revolutionary arny 
atthe early age of siirteen, served several tours of diiy 


with the milta nf his native state, and aided in the | 


closing scene of the war ut the seige of Yorktown and 
the eaplure of lord Cornwallis. Atter lis uarriaze, he 
settled in the county of Elallins, Va. where he resided 
several years, le then removed to the westertü coun- 
try. and settled in ‘Tennessee, where he spent the 
last forty-five ycam of bis lile. Ho Las left an aged 
widow and numerona deseendume,— A min named 
Ucoussard, a Canadian by birth, died lately im Latayette 


In | 


Despatcn, Every thing in any wise connected with 
the Great Western steamship, goes otf with ceferity 
and despatch, She herself on Saturday left the wharf 
precisely at tha time designated, and even a piek- 
pocket, by the name of Barnard alias Snnífie, was 
suuíled up and “ofl,” by the police officers, before he 
had time to transfer to his own pocket the wallet te- 
gitimately belonging to the pocket of a southern gen- 
tleman, who was witnessing the departure of the no- 
ble steamer. The case was presented to the grand 
jury, a trae bill immediately found, he pat upon trial, 
tound guilty by the jury without leaving their seats, 
aod shortly after was ou his way to Sing Sing, where 
he is to be employed the next five years in picking 
stone instead of pockeis. [New York Times. 


Ge The returns so far as received, indicate 
that,— 

Alabama has elected an increased number of Van 
Bureu members to their legislature. 

Tennessee. Jones, the whig candidate for governor 
is ahead of gov. Polk (V. B.) so. far as heard from— 
1,994 votes, and no doubt is elected. ‘The complexion 
of the legislature is not yet aseertained. ‘There are 25 
senatorial districts im the state, which in the last legis- 
ture were represented by 14 Van Buren and 11 whigs. 
So far the whigs have gained one senator aad four re- 
presentatives, loosing none. The house has75 mem- 
pers of which last session 42 were Van Buren and 33 
whigs. i 

'I'wo United States senators are. to he chosen hy the 
legislatare now elected. — . - 

Indiana. Last session the whigs had atarge majo- 
rity in the popular branch. A considerable majority of 
Van Buren members: are. now elected to that bod 
numbers not yet ascertained: 'The-senate will proba- 
bly remain HE though of those now: elected a majo- 
rity are Van Buren. ; 

Illinois. Two Van Buren and one whig representa- 
tive are elected to congress. The latter, Mr. Stuart 
just reached Washington in time to give his vote m fa- 


j voc ot the bankrupt hill on its final passage. 


Excnance in New York upon England $a8}; upon 
France 5t. 21. At this rate of exehange on France 
specic agaia leaves us to pay a balance. 


Frovm.: There were inspected during the last week 
in Baltimore 12,905 bbls. and 1,556 half bbls.: T'he de- 
mand not active, the prices maintained as our last 
quotations. 


.. Gas. On the Ist of January, 1811, the capacity of 
the gas establisment of this city could be set down as 
capable of praducing 300,000 cubic feet of gas daily; 
and by filliug up an additional series of retoris, as pro- 
vided tor, will be increased to 400,000 cubic feet daily. 
The whole quantity manufaetured during the last year 
was 45,110,000 cubic feet, and the average eonsump- 
tion 121,400 teet daily. The gas is distriGated. to the 
private consumers and public lamps through nearly 
thirty miles of street mains. The number of private 
lights on the register on the Ist of July was 19,790, 
jüscd by 2,303 consumers; the pablic lamps amouoted 
to 277 [Phil. Ledger. 


MACKEREL FISHERIES. The prospects of a, crop of 
mackerel this season are very unpromising. ‘The 
Yarmouth Register says that several fishermen from 
thai vicinity, who were anaSaally saceessfal during the 
first part of the season, have recently returned with 
very small fares. Many of tbe most oxperienced lish- 
ermen are included in the number, wh» give as their 
| opinion that the unmber of mackerel diminishes every 
| year. The Gloucester Telegraph mentions that two ves- 
scls arrived a few days ago at that port, which had been 
abseut over three weeks, without obtaining one barrel 
of mackorel! 


Manna. By a recent despatch from Vau, in Turk- 
| ish Armenia, an authenticated statement has been re- 
ceived at Constantinople of a copious fall of manna 
from the skies. Eneash was vonehsafed to cover the 
carth two inches deep, and to allord food many days 
to the people. Specimens were forwarded to the go» 
vernment, whieh the porte intend to have chemically 
analyzed, The following passage, translated from the 
Arabic, in the Malta Times, seenis to be connected 
with this subject. i = 

Aleppo, 34 May. A great famine has happened in 
Aleppo, Malita and Barbat, insomuch that the people 
died with hunger, and sold their sons and daachters to 
get bread to eat. Bit tbe. Almighty God rained upon 
them seed and fed them withal, Of the autbenticity 
of these few words, adds, the Malta Timos, “extracted 
from an Arabic letter, we are perloetly satisfied." The 
seed alluded to its known ia Multa, being nearly dike 
hab or aaziz, and which, being kept a litde while, be- 
comcs white, hke semota (very fine wheaten floor): 


li 


Mormons. The Tronton N. J. Stata Gazette states 
that the Mormons bavo two societies in. Monmouth 
county, one at lForper's town and the other at ‘Tom's 
rivers About (00 belong to the former, aud 7U or 80 to 
the later "hey lave also miectiugs regularly, once a 
week, at New Ij:ypt, besides. occasional meetings at 
other places. 


New York STATE cANALs. Under circatnsianees 
which ure far from propitious tho revenue on the 
New York state canals proinises to. be this year quite 
asdarve, if not lareser, than the warmest friends of in- 
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ternal improvements anticipated. Up to the 1st of this 
month they amoant to $911,966 27, when last year 
during the same period they only reached the sum of 
$716,370 11. Andon the whole, it may be set down 
that the nett revenue from this soarce will prove nearly 
doable the estimate made by Mr. Verplank,in his re- 
port on the finances presented to the senate at the last 
session, which was assailed as exaggerated. 
i UN. Y. Cour. & Enq. 
SMALL NoTEs. The attorney geueral of Pennsyta- 
nia hasissued a circular to his deputies, in which he 
directs them after the 10th of next month, September, 
to institute proceedings against all those who have is- 
sued and not redeemed, or-shall continue to issue or 
pat and keep in circulation, any bills, notes, checks, 
tickets or other evidenees of debt of a less denomina- 
tion than five dollars, prohibited by the acts of asscm- 
bly of the 22d of March, 1817, of the 12th of April, 
1823, and of the 23d of Febraary, 1830. 


Steamers. The Acadia left Boston on the 13th 
with 20 passengers for Halifax, and 33 for Liverpool, 
7,000 letters and the usual quantity of newspspers.— 
Donald McLeod esq. of Washington, went out in her 
with despatches to our mioister in London. A pack- 
age of despatches for our minister reached Boaton thrca 
hours too late for the Acadia. 


SteamBoats. Buffalo papers say that half a million 
of dollars worth of steamboat stock is now lying ap at 
that place, oat of commission. The steamboat busi- 
ness onthe lakes has been prodigiously overdone for 
(wo or three years past. 4 

The Glide, a small flat bottom boat drawing about 
teninches water, the timbers in which six weeks ago 
Were growing in the forest, hid made two trips from 
Pittsburg to Beaver and one to Cincinnati, when on 
the 11th inst. on her second trip to the latter one of her 
four small boilers burst, and a Mr. Harring, a passen- 
ger, either fell or jumped overboard and was drowned. 

` The Germ. The beautifullitlle experimental steamer 

Germ, commanded by lieat. Hunter, arrived at Albany 
on Saturday last. Itis mentioned in the Argus that 
ee will probably take his Germ through the Erie 
canal. 


Specie. The Acadia steamer which teft Boston on 
Monday last, took out over $100,000 in specie. 


Sur BUILDING is more actively carried on at present 
than any business in the country. The Bostonians are 
parading the ship Hope recently but at Daxbury as 
the most splendid piece of naval architecture that ever 
entered the port of Boston, and probably the largest 
merchant ship, being according to register 883 tons.— 
She is intended for the cotton trade aud will carry 3,200 
bales. She is fitted up in an elegant and expensive 
ein and is to be commanded by capt Freeman 

onle. : 


Sinxs. Within the last ten years $150,000,000 

worth of silks have been imported into this country.— 
Where are these silks now? Hlave we auy thing to 
show for what we have paid? Noa. 
. Weare now 150 millions of dollars poorer than we 
should bave been had there been a daty on them so 
high as to prevent their importation. Let no one say 
that wo need no duty, that the people mast learn eco- 
nomy. Itthey are imported, the riéb will have them, 
and the poor will follaw with a perhaps laudable pride, 
striving to ape their more wealthy neighbors, ‘The only 
remedy is to stop the supply. [Wheeling "Times. 

Topacco. Two hogsheads of tobacco, sao-cured 

have been sold reconily in Lynchbarg, Virginia, al 
$25 25 por 100 tbs. , 
- The inspections in Baltimore last weck. consisted of 
906 bogsheads of which 606 were Maryland, 235 Ohio, 
66 Virginia and 6 Kentucky. ‘be demand tell off dur- 
ing the week; pices Maryland inferior and common 
$444 50; middling to good $5a5 10; gond $5a$ 50; and 
fine $9a33. Common Ohio middling $t 50a5 25; good 
$5 50a6 50; fine rcd and wrappery $Sal2; fine yellow 
$7 50410; and extra wrappery Sl2ald. 

Wueat, deelined during last week in the Baltimoro 
market from $1 35 to SL 34 for Maryland red. 


Woon. The Poughkecpsio Eagle quotes this article 
as in demand at 45 to 50 cents, cash, for first quality, 
and 30 to 40 vents. 

The Boston Advertiser says, of the clip wool: 
* There is but little doing in oar own market; we un- 
derstand that purchases to a considerable extent have 
been made in Vermont by our manufacturers, at some- 
thing below oar range of quotations. Large pureliases 
have also been. made in the state of New York—about 
1,300,000 lbs. were recently purchased in the region of 
White Creek, Hoosick and Duchess counties, at an 
average of about 41 cents per lb. for the bost flecks, -be- 
ing 3 to 5 cents per fb. above the prices of last year—ihe 
wool, however, is considered 10 per cent: lighter and 
eleaner than last year.” 

The Michigan farmers are turning their attention to 
raisins Sheep. One gentlenian lias recently takeun 1,690 
into Calhouu connty—no ‘state in the union is better 
adapted for the business, 


Wracers, The ships Montezuma, of Philadelphia, 
and Peruvian, of Baltimore, have both been sold for 
whalers. s 

‘The Delaware Ropnbliean says: Tho ship Ceres, 
captain Ayres, leĝ her wharf this morning, and dropped 
down to the mouth of the Christiana, in ftue condition. 
She will sail on Satarday, upou a three yoars eraise to 
the Pacifie occan after sperm whale. — 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

'The Cunard steamer Columbia, captain Judkins, 
arrived at Boston on the 19th inst. in 154 days from 
Liverpool, hringing papers as late as the 4th from 
that place. 

The news brought by the Columbia is highly in- 
teresting and important; the intelligence taken nut 
by the Britannia had ereated a great deal of alarm 
amougst the friends of peace; and at the stock ex- 
change consols immediately lell, in conseqnence of 
tbe decision ol the supreme court noL to liberate 
McLeod. 

The commercial news is bad. Trade. was inde- 
seribably dull in all the manufacturing districts. 
Cotton had declined id. per lb. Several heavy 


failures lad taken place; a great many workmen 
were out of employ, and serious disturbances were 
apprehended nupless relief should come from some 
quarter. 

A complete list of the new parliament gives 292 
liberals and 358 tories, making together 660. But 
this does not agree with nther accounts—the Morn- 
ing Post claims a tory gain of 82. But the Spec- 
tator shows a gain of 73 to the tories and 38 liberals, 
giving a balance of 40, and counting 80 on a divi- 
sion to the tories. 

Daniel O'Connell is speeehifying, keeping up his 
“burral for repeal,” and collecting suhscriptiops in 
Ireland. 

The arrival of another overland mail from Ín- 
dia with not the least news from China, created 
great astonishment, and gave rise to many con- 
jectures as to the reason of such an unusual occur- 
rence. 

Great alarm was felt at one time for the corps in 
Great Britain, which, it was supposed would be en- 
tirely destroyed by the continued hot weather; but 
recent accounts state that the crops now promise 
well in all quarters. 

The Britannia steamer arrived out on 29th July, 
makiag the voyage from Boston, including that to 
Halifax, in 124 days, the shortest yet. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 


Sir Robert Peel gave a dinner on the 27th ult. at 
Tamworth, to his supporters, and made a long 
speech on the occasion, He declared that hein- 
tended to act upon the declarations which he inade 
in 1835, and upon particular measures which he 
supported in 1540. He would not state positively 
what he would do if called to the administration 
of affairs, but fie intended to be in his place in 
parliament, August 19th, personally to witness the 
result of the appeal which bad heen made to the peo- 


I 


e. 

Lord John Russell, tbe day before his marriage, 
(July 19th) wrote an address to his London eonsti- 
tuents, wbich appeared in the papeis immediately 
after, and caused considerable talk. He says “as no 
minister of the crown can stand without tlie confi- 
denec of the house ol eommons, our retirement Irom 
office will immediately follow the condemnation ol 
our policy." 

Meeting of parliament. A general impression ex- 
ists that parliament will meet for the despateh of 
business on the 19th (August), but that is by no 
means certain. The writs are returnable on that 
day, but the meeting of the legislature must be con- 
vened by proclaination, agreed upon by her majesty 
in council. 

The new ministry. The following is given as a 
list of those who it is supposed will eonstitute the 
new ministry. 

Sir Robert Peel, first lord of the treasury and 
chaneellor of the exchequer. 

Earl of Aberdeen, priucipal secretary of stale for 
foreign affairs. 

Loid Wharneliffe, lord lieutenant of Ireland. 

Rt. hon. Henry Goldourn, secretary ol state for 
the home department. 

Sw Wm. Follett, lord high chancellor. 

Vo, X—Sra. 26. 


Stanley, secretary of state for the colo- 


TURKEY, EGYPT, SYRIA, &c, 
Constantinople, July 13. A Turkish steamer 
reached this place on the 9th, bringing despatches 
of a favoraole nature from Tahir pasha. His ex- 
pedition against the Candiote rebels may be consi- 
dered as terminated. After defeating the insur- 
gents in divers skirmishes and encounters, two 
provinces submitted at discretion; and the third, 
with the exception of the mounlains of Skasia, has 
followed the example of its other neighbors. 

The castern question. The following protocol of 
the conference was signed on July the 20th, 1841, 
and is published by the Augsburgh Gazette: 

*Asthe difficulties in which his highness the 
sultan was involved, and which induced hii to ae- 
cept the aid and support of the tour powers, are ter- 
minated; and as Mehemit has fulfilled the act ot 
submission to the sultan, which the convention of 
July aimed at, so have the representatives of the 
powers, signers of that treaty, thought fit to recog- 
nize and conseerate the old usages of the Ottoman 
porte tor preventing armed ships of war to enter the 
straits of the Dardanelles and Bosphorus. ‘To give 
a constant and permanent sanction to this, and, at 
the same time, to give a mark of the harmony and 
unity which guide the intentions of the powers, it 
is agreed to guarantee this, and to get the sultan to 
invite Franee to joint herein. 

As this agreement is intended to give Europe a 
pledge ol the unity of the four powers, the British 
foreign secretary has undertaken, in concert with 
the other plepipotentiaries, to communicate them 
to the French government, and to take part in the 
arrangements, by which the sultan declares his de- 
termination to uphold the said rule, the five powers 
on their side making known their resolution to re- 
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Duke of Wellington, president of council. 

_Hoh, C. Shaw Lefevre, speaker of the house of 
cominopg, 

Sir H. Hardynge, secretary for Ireland. 

Duke of Beaufort, lord chamberlain. 

EarEpf Liverpool, lord high steward. 

Eatl of Jersey, master of horse. 

To tet ambassador at Paris. 

Markets, &c. American stocks in London, July 
31.— Maryland fives, 75; New York fives for 1855, 
80; Ohio sixes 87; Tennessee sixes 79; United 
States bank 33. 

Liverpool cotton markets, Monday, August 2.— 
The demand still continues very limited, and the 
prices of the ordinary and middling qualities of 
American have given way lully åd per lb.; all other 
descriptions ton are dull, and have suffered a simi- 
lar depression. The business of the week amounts 
to 20,220 bales, (of which 600 are American and 
200 Surat to speculators, with 2,250 American and 
200 Pernambuco for shipment) and comprise 200 | 
Sea Island at 13d. to 21d.; 3,060 bowed 53d. to 73d .; 
4,650 Mobile, Alabama and Tennessee at 54 to 
74d.; 7,250 Orleans 5 to 8d.; 470 Pernambueo, Pa- 
rabia, &e. 8 to 9d.; 420 Bahia and Maccio 7$ to 
83d.5 320 Maranham 6% to 8d.; 1,120 Peruvian 6$ 
to 81d. 30 Carthagena 51d.; 510 Egyptian Sž to 
101d. and 2,180 Surat at 3} to 53d. per Ib. 

Tucsday, Jug. 3. The sales to-day are 1,200 
bales. 

Liverpool markels, Jug. 3. The tobacco market 
bas been quiet, and the sales ‘amount only to 50 
hhds. at fair prices. 

Our import tist this week shows moderate sup- 


plies of British. grain, flour and oatmeal; the re- | spect it. [Sigued] ^ ESTERHAZY, 

eeipts [rom Canada are also of trivial amount. Se- PALMERSTON, 

veral cargoes of foreign wheat have arrived, which NEUMANN, 

are for the present entered under bond. A return BULOW, 
BRUNOW. 


ol unfavorable weather since our last giving renew- 
ed activity to the demand for bonded wheat and 
flour, we have again to report considerable transac- 
tions in these articles at advanced rates. 28s. 6d. 
per barrel has been paid for best brands United 
States flour. Holders of free wheat and flour liave 
also demanded 2d, to 3d. per bushel, and 6d. to Is. 
per barrel above our last quotations, with which, 
however, our millers and dealers have reluctantly 
complied. Canadian sweet flour has brought 37s, 
to 35s. per barrel. Quotations—American wheat 
10s. a 10s. 4d.; Canadian 10s. 3d. a 10s. Gd. 
FRANCE. 

The papers announce the signature, by al] the 
parties, of the treaty which closes the passage of 
the Dardanelles agaipst the ships of war ol all fo- 
reign powers. "This was the last step remaining 
to complete the return of France from her isolated 
position among the great powers. 

The census of the doors and windows was still 
in progress, and had caused in many places partial 
outbreaks of discontent, but no such violent pro- 
eeediugs as at Toulouse. 

The anniversary of the three days was celebrated 
in Paris as usual, with great display and ceremony, 
but without disturbance ol any kind. The weather 
was upfavorable. 

The government had taken very decided mea- 
sures with the refractory inhabitants of Toulouse. 


Alexandria, July 16. Col. Napier is still here, and 
his inission appears to await the decision of the porle. 

Troops are now under orders for the Hedgas, the 
military oceupation of which it has been found ne- 
cessary to entrust to Meheinit Ali, every species oi 
disorder and anarchy having resulted from the short 
period in whieh those countries have been under 
the direct dominion of the porte. 

Mehemet Ali has sent 8,000,000 of piastres lo 
Constantinople—5,000,000 o[ which is on account 
ef the tribute, and the rest is for presents to the 
sultan and others. The snítan was so much pleas- 
ed that it was believed he would reduce the tribute, 


O 
NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
TRADE AND COMMERCE. : 

Trade of Great Britain with the United States and 
France. We extract the following valuable inior- 
mation from the London Times of April 10th, 1541, 
exhibiting at one glance, the effect produced by 
the policy which is maintained by England and 
France, as contrasted with the policy which this 
country has ruiously pursued. 

Imports and exports. 

The interchange of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland with all countries, given in Eng- 
lish money, according to a scale of official value 
settled ip the year 1695: 


An extraordinary commissioner had been sent Imported. Exported. 
there, with two royal ordinances, one dissolving 1835 £ 48,911,524 £91,174,455 
the national guard and the other the municipal 1836 57,230,997 97,621,549 
council. Large bodies of troops were posted in and 1837 54,737,301 85,781,669 
about the city, and every syiaptom of disturbance 1838 61,265,520 105,170,549 
was promptly and rigorously put down. 1339 62,001,000 110,198,716 


The interchange of France with all countries, 
given in English money, at the rate of 25f. for each 
pound sterling, according to a scale of official value 
settled in the vear 1826: 


The king and royal family had gone to Fontaine- 
bleau. 

It was reported that the finance minister, M. Hu- 
mann, had resolved to meet the chambers without 


contracting the proposed loan. Imported. Exported. 

The advices trom Algiers were to the 20lh of 1895  £30,429,067 £ 33,376,983 
July. Mascara and Mostaigemen were occupied 1336 36,223,014 38,451,390 
by the Freneh troops, and several partial engage- 1537 32,311,718 30,323,398 
ments had taken place, but none of great impor- 1538 37,492,179 38,236,305 
tance. 1839 97,818.857 30,133,271 


FROM THE FAST. The interchange of the United States of America 

The overland mail (rom India had arrived, but | with alf countries, given in Euglish money, at the 

the advices from Macao were only to the 2nd of | rate of 504. for each dollar, according to the actnal 

April—not so late by three weeks as we have had | worth of the merchandise at the time and in the 

direct. There were, however, late dates (rom Cal- | place where landed or shipped, in the year ending 
cutta, but the news was not interesting. as under: 


ma 


R. S. Holmes, of the state of Pennsylvania, to be 


aəsistant surgeon. 


to 


| Rank.) 


Chas. W, Stearns, 


Y of the slate of Massachusetts, 
be assistant surge 


on. 
Corps o engineers, [ Company. 
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Imported. Exported. To France. To the United.Slatck 
Sept. 30, 1835 £31,228,279 £ 25,352,828 1835 £ 1,153,636 ^ £10,568,458* 
a 1836 39,579,173 26,804,500 1836 1,591,381 12,425,605 
a 1837 29,372,753 24,462,370 1837 1,643,204 4,695,225 ; 
= 1838 23,641,125 22,651,378 1838 2,314,141 7,585,760 -~ 
s 1539 35,227,527 25,214,253 1839 2,298,307 


The interchange of France with Great Britain 
and her dependencies, by official value, given in 
English money, at the rate of 25f. for each pound 
sterling: 

Imported from. 
Great Britain, and posses- 


Exported to. 


sions in Europe £2,151,531 £3,982,833 
Mauritius, and British 

possessions in Africa 43,452 138,296 
New South Wales, and 

the East Indies 1,052,802 184,191 

British possessions in 

America ` 17,506 4,750 

In the year 1835 £3,565,291 £4,310,070 

s 1836 3,974,438 5,037,186 

as 1837 4,056,528 4,139,382 

se 1838 4,545,077 6,011,993 

“ 1839 5,028,585 6,952,001 


The interchange of the United States of America 
with Great Britain and her dependencies, (by de- 
clared value), given in English money, at the rate 
of 50d. for each dollar. 


Inported from. Exported to. 

Great Britian and Ire- 
land £12,760,318 10,871,015 
British dependencies 979,120 1,663,920 
RE } 1835 £13,729,438 .£12,531,935 
«wr 1836 17,921,023 13,334,906 
« 1537' 10,981,157 — 12,753,642 
“ 1838 — 10,218,995 — 12,124,044 
« 1839 15,020,906 14,201,892 


Perhaps few of our readers were prepared to see 
that France, as we are shown by her returns, is al- 
ready importing from England and her dependen- 
cies direct, to an amount exceeding £ 5,000,000 
sterling, and the import or custom of France is lar- 
ger considerably than here appears, inasmuch as 
under existing regulations all products not being of 
European growth or manufacture cannot be receiv- 
ed into the French market direct, hut are sent from 
this country to Belgium or Holland, and thence into 
France. The excess of the French exports to this 
country and her dependencies, compared with the 
imports, is in some degree accounted fur by this 
cause. 


In like manner, out of the exports of the United 
States to this country, a certain portion of the amount 
(between £100,000 and £200,000) represents not 
the products of the United States, but goods sent 
there; as, for example, the gum cf Senegal or the an- 
nato of Cayenne, which are dependencies of France, 
in order that they may afterward be imported by 
British vessels into England. 

The excess in the amount of the general exports 
over the imports of this country shows, that we are 
a saving and a lending pseple; our merchants lend 
to the merchants of other countries, and individuals 
of acquired fortune invest a portion of their capi- 
tals in foreign stocks, or in the purcliase of lands in 
our colonies. 

In the general interchange of the U. States we 
see a condition of trade, compairing the amount of 
imports and exports, the opposite of our own. We 
see that they are a borrowing people, and that the 
exteot of their purchasing our products is measured 
by the degree of our lending the capital hy which 
they are to be paid for. We say this in no invi- 
dious spirit, because we are among those who are 
of opinion that the bond of any solvent community 
is as good and convenient a return for our industry 
as commodities in tlie ordinary sense; only, we 
speak of it as a fact, attested by all reasonable ob- 
servation, and by such returns as are here before 
us, that when this country is in a spirit to invest in 
American securities, then it is that America is an 
unusually active customer for British goods, 

In the general interchange of F'rance, we see a 
steadily increasing trade, and that a remarkable 
equality obtains throughout, if the exports be com. 
pared with the imports. It may be stated inciden- 
tally, with regard to French commerce, that abont 
one-third of the amount of imports, and abont one- 
fourth of the amount of exports, are transported by 
laud. 

We cannot close this subject withont subjoining 
one more table, tor (he purpose of exhibiting from 
our own custom house returns, the progress of that 
portion of the exports to France and to the United 
States, consisting only of British and Irish produce 
aud manufactures, which by declared value, were 
as follows, viz: 


8,839.24 i 
As the exports from Great Britain to the Ünited 
States extend little or nothing beyond our own pro- 
duce and manufactures, it is at first sight not easy 
to reconcile what we return as the amount of our 
exports to the United States with what the @ited 
States government returns as the amount of their 
exports [roin thiscauntry. Among the causes which 
Seem to explain the excess of the United ‘States re- 
turn, one is, that the freight of the goods.is only 
earned and added to their value alter arzival, and 
the other, that all the imports into the U. States, 
south of New York, will for the last two opsthree 
years have been estimated, we might perhaps. add, 
paid for, in depreciated money. Still explain it as 
we will, the irregularity of the United States, as a 
customer of tliis country, is remarkable. The trade 
is large, but occasional disorder is one of the con- 
ditions under which we enjoy it. 


INDIAN FRONTIER AFFRAY. The Fayetteville 
(Arkansas) Witness says:—“It appears that upon 
the 4th of July, on account of its being a national 
day, a number of the soldiers of the garrison were 
allowed the privilege of visiting the villaze of Mays- 
ville, a short distance from the fort. 
having indulged right freely in their cups, as isa 
soldier’s wont, à riot took place, in which several 
of the soldiers and some Indians from the Cherokee 
nation took part, the consequence ot which was, 
tbat one of the Indians met his death and another 
was badly wounded. The soldiers concerned in 
this allray were immediately placed in the guard- 
house, and efforts were made to ascertain which of 
them it was who committed tbe murder, but with- 
out success. Meanwhile, the friends of the deceas- 
ed Indian became impatient at the delay, and col- 
lecting some six or seven hundred warriors, set 
themselves down before the fort, threatening to 
burn it and massacre the garrison, unless the per- 
petrators were instantly given up for punishment. 
This, of course, the commandant of the fort refused 
to do, and it was witb the greatest difficulty that a 
number of the chief men of the nation could pre- 
vail upon the multitude to desist for a time from 
violence.” 

THE ARMY. 
General orders, No. 47. 
Head quarters of the army. adjutant general’s office, 
Washington, Aug. 23, 1841. 

Promotions and appointments in the army of the 
United States, made by the president, with the ad- 
vice and consent of the senate, received through 
the department of war, since the Jth of March, and 
the promulgation of “general orders" No. 18, of 
March 24, 1841. 

I.— Promotions. 
Second regiment of dragoons, 

First lieutenant Nath. W. Hnoter to be captain 
1st April, 1841, vice Fowler, resigned. 

Second lieutenant Wm. J. Newton to be Ist lieu- 
tenant 1st April, 1841, vice Hunter, promoted. 

Second lieutenant W. H. Saunders to be Ist lieu- 
tenant 23d June, 1841, vice Asbeton, dismissed. 

Brevet 2d lieutenant W. G. Torrey, of the Ist 
dragoons, to be 2d lieutenant Ist April, 1841, vice 
Newton, promoted. 

Brevet 2d lieutenant Daniel G. Rogers to be 2d 
lieutenant 23d June, 1341, vice Saunders, promoled. 
Third. regiment of artitlery. 

Second lieutenant Edw. O. C. Ord to be Ist lieu- 
tenant Ist July, 1841, vice Mock, resigned. 

First regiment of infantry. 

First lieutenant Samuel M. Plummer to be cap- 
tain Ist May, 1841, vice Pegram, resigned. 

Second lieutenant Fred. H. Marsten to be Ist 
lieutenant Ist May, 1341, vice Ptumrer, promoted. 
Second regiment of infantry. 

Second lieutenant Justus McKinstry to be Ist 
lieut. 18th April, 1841, vice Woodruff, deceased. 

Third regiment of Infantry. 

Second lieutenant Wm. IL. Gordon to be Ist lien- 

tenant 21st June, 1841, vice Vose, jr. deceased. 
Eighth regiment of infantry. 

Second iieutenapt A. L. Sheppard to be Ist lieu- 
tenant 23d June, 1941, vice Riell, deceased. 

11.—.4ppoiutments. 

Brig. general Winfield Scott, major general by 


major general Alexander Macomb, deceased, 
Medical department. 
Charles E. Isaacs, of the state of Mississippi, lo 
be assistant surgeon. 
Richard H. Cooledge, of the state of New York, 
to be assistant surgeon. 


* 
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- Cadet Zealous B. Tower to be 2d heute. 
nant Ist July, 1841. 

. Cadet Horatio G. Wright to uc ad Jieute- 
nant 1st July, 1841. 


3. Cadet Masillon Harrison to be 2d lieu. 


12. 


nant Ist July, 1841. 
First regiment of artiltery. 
. Cadet Æriel Whipple to be 2d lieutenant 
1st July, 1811. 11 
Cadet Joseph F. Irons to be 2d lieulenant 
Ist July, 1841.. [A] 
Second regiment of artillery. 
. Cadet Henry A. Allen to be 2d lientenant 
Ist July, 1841. 
Third regiment of artillery. 
. Cadet George W. Ayres to be2d lieutenant 
Ist July, 1841. [G 
- Cadet Sewel L. Fish to be 2d lieutenant 
1st July, 1841. [H] 
Fourth regiment of artillery. 
- Cadet Albion P. Howe to be 2d lieutenant 
lst July, 1841. [4] 
. Cadet Julius P. Garesche to be 2d lieutenant 
Ist July, 1841. [E] 
First regiment of infantry. 
» Cadet Joseph B. Plummer to be 2d liente- 
nant 1st July, 1841. [I 
. Cadet Schuyler Hamilton to be 2d lieute- 
. nant Ist July, 1541. [K] 
Second regiment of infantry. 
. Cadet Nathaniel Lyon to be 2d lieutenant 
Ist July, 1841. [ 
» Cadet A. Sully to he 2d It. ist July, 1841. [B] 
Third regiment of infantry. 
- Cadet Riehard H. Bacot to he 2d lieute- 
nant Ist July, 1841. 18] 
- Cadet Don Carlos Buell to be 2d lieute- 
nant Ist July, 1941. P F] 
Fourth regiment of infantry. 
Henderson Ridgely, of Maryland, to be2d 
lieutenant 19th May, 1841. 
. Cadet Robert B. Parker to be 2d lieutenant 
1st July, 1841. [K] 
Sixth regiment of infantry. 
. Cadet Richard B. Garnett (o be 2d lieote- 
nant Ist July, 1841. L 
. Cadet Franklin F. Flint to be 2d lieute- 
nant Ist July, 1841. [A] 
Eighth regiment of infantry. 
- Cadel Clandius W. Sears to be 2d lieute- 
nant Ist Juty, 1841. [ 
- Cadet John G. Burbank to be 2d lieutenant 
Ist July, 1841. [D] 
The following named cadets, graduates of the 


[D] 


military academy, recommended by the academic 
staff at the June examination for appointments in 
the army, are, in conformity with the law, and by 
the direction of the president, attached to regiments 
and corps as supernumerary officers, with the bre- 
vet of 2d lieutenants, to rank from the Ist of July, 


18 


4l; 
Brevet 2d lieutenants of ordnance. 
- Cadet Smith Stansbury. 
- Cadet Josiah Gorgas. 
- Cadet Thomas J. Rodman. 
Brevet 2d lieutenants of dragoons. 
. Cadet Philip W. McDonald, 2d regiment. 
. Cadet Leonidas Jenkins, tst regiment. 
. Cadet John Love, Ist regiment. 
. Cadet Patrick Calhoun, 2d regiment. 
. Cadet Elias K. Kane, 2d regiment. 
. Cadet Abram Buford, Ist regiment. 
Brevel 2d tieutenants of artillery. 
. Cadet Samuel Jones, 2 Ast regiment, light 
- Cadet John M. Bannan, $ o. K. 
- Cadet Samuel L. Anderson; ? 2d regiment, light 
- Cadet James Totten, Co. A. 
. Cadet Rich. P. Hammond, ? 3d regiment, light 
- Cadet John F. Reynolds, § Co. C. 
- Cadet S. S. Fahnestock, ? 4th regiment light 
. Cadet Robt. S. Garnett, § Co. B. 
Brevet 2d lieutcaants of infantry. 
- Cadet John Beardsley, Sth regiment. 
e Cadet Israel B. Richardson, 3d regiment. 
- Cadet John M. Jones, 5th regiment. 
- Cadet Andrew W. Bowman, tst regiment. 
. Cadet Edward Murray, 2d regiment. 


2. Cadet Francis N. Page, 7th regiment. 
3. Cadet Anderson D. Nelson, 6th regiment, 
brevet, to be major general 25th June, 1841, vice] 4t. 


Cadet Benjamin A. Berry, 4th regupent. 

. Cadet Alexander C. A. Darne, Sth regiment. 
- Cadet W. T. H. Bronks, 3d regiment. 

. Cadet Levi Gantt, 2d regiment. 

. Cadet Mortimer Rosecrants, 5th regiment. 

. Cadet Rudolph F. Ernst, 6th regiment. 


2. Cadet Chailes F. Morris, 8th regiment. 
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UI.-— Casualties.-—(25.) 
Resignolio»s.—(8.) 
Capt. Henry W. Fowle:, 2d dragoons, 31st March, 
1841 


AT. 3 
Capt. George Zr. Pegram, Ist infantry, 30th April, 


1841. ; 

Ist 5euütenant William Mock, 3d artillery, 30th 
June, 1841. 

2d lieutenant Andrew J. Fields, 6th infantry, 
May, 1841. 

2d lieutenant M. S. Culbertson, Ist artillery, 
April, 1841. 

2d lieutenant W. Irvin, 4th artillery, 
1841. 

2d lieutenant Edward S. Osgood, 6th infantry, 
March, 1841. 

Assistant surgeon J. H. Baldwin, 31st May, 1841. 

Deaths.—(9.) 

Major general Alexander Macomb 
25th June, 1841. 

Ist lieutenant Chas. E. Woodruff, 2d infantry, Fort 
Holmes, Flo. 17th April, 1841. 

Ist lieutenant Josiab H. Vose, jr. 3d infantry, at N. 
York, 20th June, 1841. 

Ist lieutenant John A. Riell, 
22d June, 1341. 

2d lieutenant Thomas B. Glen, 3d infantry, at sea, 
9th June, 1841. 

2d lieutenant Tbomas S. Brownell, 4th i 
Hartford, Coun. 5th May, 184t. 

2d lieutenant J. R. H. Lancaster, tst infantry, Flo. 
5th July, 1841. 

2d lieutenant Henry Ward well, 
Dallas, Flo. 2Tst July, 18541, 

Assistant surgeon Cbarles Noyes, at St. Augustine, 
Fio. 26th July, 1841. 

Dismissed.—(1.) 

Ist lieutenant R. C. Asheten, 2d dragoons, 22d 
June, 1841. 

IV.—The officers promoted and appointed will 
join their proper stations and companies with- 
out delay; those on detached service, or acting un- 
der special orders and instructions will Teport by 
letter to tbe commanding officers of their Tespective 
regiments. 

V.—The graduates appointed second Lieutenants 
will join their respective companies, except those 
assigned to the regiments in Florida, (8d artillery, 
2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6tb, 7th and Sth regiments oF in- 
fantry), who will report in person to the command- 
ing officer at Fort Columbus, N. Y. 

The brevel second lieutenants of dragoons will re- 
port for temporary duty and instruction to the com- 
manding officer at Carlisle barracks; the brevet ar- 
ranged to the artillery will join the light companies 
to which they are temporarily assigned for duty: 
those arranged to the infantry, if not otherwise spe- 
cially iustructed, will report in person te the com- 
manding officer at Fort Columbus. 

The usual leave of absence allow 
gulations is hereby g 
ates; at the expirati 
they will join their p 
as herein directed. 

VI.—Acceptances or no 
pointments will be re 


llth 
15th 
31st March, 
Bist 


sat Washington, 


8th infantry, at sea, 
ufantry, 


Sth infaotry, Fort 


ed by the re- 
ranted to the several gradu- 
on of which (September 30) 
roper stations and regiments 


n-acceptances of ap- 
ported to the adjutant general 
of the army; and, in case of acceptance, the birth 
places of the persons appointed will be stated. 
Announced to the army by command of major 
general Scett: S. Tuomas, 
Assistant adjulant general. 


————————— 
SPEECH OF Mz. CLAY, OF KENTUCKY, 
ON THE EXECUTIVE MESSAGE CONTAINING THE 
PRESIDENT’S OBJECTIONS TO THE BANK BILL. 
In Senate, United States, August 19, 1841. 

Mr. Cray, of Kentucky, rose and addressed the 
senate as follows: Mr. President, the bill which 
forms the present subject of oar deliberations had 
passed both houses of congress by decisive majori- 
ties, and, in conformily with the requirement of” 
the constitution, was presented to the president of 
the United States for his consideration. He has 
returned it to the senate, in which it originated, ac- 
cording to the direction of the constitation, with a 
message announcing his veto of the bill, and con- 
taining his objections to its passage. And the 
question now 
by the required constitutional majority of two- 
thirds, the president’s objections notwithstanding? 

Knowing, sir, but too weil that no st 
can be obtained, and that the bill must 
have been rejoiced to have found inyself at liberty 
to abstain from saying one word on this painful oc- 
casion. But the president has not allowed ine to 
give a silent vote, I think, with all respect aud 
deference to him, he has not reciprocated the 
driendly spirit of concession and compromise which 
animated congress in the provisions of this bill, and 
especially in the modification of the sixteenth fnn- 
damental condition of the bank, He lias commented, 


fall, I would 


to be decided is, shall the bill pass, | 


ich majnrity | 
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I think, with undeserved severity on that part of 
the bill; he has used, I am sure unintentionally, 
harsh, if not reproachful, language; and he has 
made the very concession, which was prompted as 
a peace offering, and from friendly considerations, 
the cause of stronger and owore decided disappro- 
bation of the bill. Standing in the relation to that 
bill which I do, and especially to the exceptiona- 
ble clause, the duty which I owe to the senate and to 
the country, and self-respect, impose upon me the 
obligation of at least attempting the vindication of 
a measure which has met with a fate so unmerited 
and so unexpected. 

Ou the 4th of April last the lamented Harrison, 
the president of the United States, paid the debt of 
nature. President Tyler, who, as vice president, 
succeeded to the duties of that office, arrived in the 
city of Washington on the 6th of that month. He 
found the whole metropolis wrapped in gloom, every 
heart filled with sorrow and sadness, every eye 
streaming with tears, and the surrounding hills yet 
flinging back the echo of the bells which were 
tolled on that melaucholy occasion. On entering 
the presidential mansion he contemplated the pale 
body of liis predecessor stretched before him, and 
clothed in the black habiliments of death. At that 
solemn moment l have no doubt that the heart of 
president Tyler was overflowing with mingled 
emotions of grief, of patriotism, and of gratilude-— 
above all, of gratitade to that country by a majo- 
rity of whose suffrages, bestowed at the preceding 
November, he then stood the most distinguished, 
the most elevated, the most honored of all living 
whigs of the United States. 

It was under these circumstances, and in this pro- 
bable state of mind, that present. Tyler, on the 
10th day of the same month ot April, voluntarily 
promulgated an address to the people of the United 
States. That address was in the nature of a coro- 
nation oath, which the chief of the state in other 
countries, and under other forms, takes, upon 
ascending the throne. It referred to the solemn 
obligations, and the profonnd sense of duty, under 
which the new president entered upon the high 
trust which had devolved upon him, by the joint 
acts of the people and of Providence, and it stated 
the principles and delineated the policy by which 
he would be governed in his exalted station. It was 
emphatically a whig address, from heginning to 
end—every inch of it was whig, and was pa- 
lriotic. 

Iu that address the president, in respect to the 
subject matter embraced in the present bill, held 
the following conclusive and emphatic language: 
“I shall promptly give my sanction to any constitn- 
tional measure which, originaling in Congress, sball 
have for its object the restoration of a sound cir- 
culating medium, so essentially necessary to give 
confidence in all the transactians of lite, to secure 
lo industry its just and adequate rewards, and to 1e- 
establish ihe public prosperity. Yu deciding upon the 
adaptation of any such measure to the end pro- 
posed, as well as ils conformity to the constitution, I 
Shall resort to the futhers of the great republican 
school for advice and instruction, to be drawn from 
their sage views of our system of government, and 
the light of their ever glorious example.” 

To this elanse in the address of the president, I 
believe, but one interpretation was given through- 
out this whole country, by friend and foe, by whig 
and democrat, and by the presses of hoth parties. 
with whom I conversed on 


And I think I may cor 
and to the country, to 
the contemporaneous and unanimous judgment of 
the public. Reverting back to the period of the 
promulgation of the address, could any other con- 
straction have been given to its language? What is 
i? “1 shall promptly give iny sanction to any con- 
stitutional measure which, originating in congress," 
shall have certain defined objects in view. He 
| concedes the vital importance of a sound circulat- 
ing medium to industry and to the public prospe- 
rity. He cancedes that its origin must be in con- 
gress. And to prevent any inference from the 
qualification, which he preflxes to the measure, 
being interpreted to mean that a United States 
bank was uucoustitntioual, he declares that in de- 
ciding on the adaptation of the measure to the end 
proposed, and its conformity to the constitution, he 
will resort to the fathers of the great republican 
school. And who were they? If the father of his 
country is to be excluded, are Madison, (the father 
of the constitution,) Jeffersou, Monroe, Gerry, 
Gallatin, and the long list of republicans who acted 
with them, not to he regarded as among those 
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fathers? But president Tyler declares not only tbat 
he should appeal to them for advice and instruction, 
|bnt to the light of their ever glorious EXAMPLE, 
What example? What other meaning could have 
been possibly applied to the phrase, than that he 
intended to refer to what had been done during the 
administration of Jetfersou, Madison, and Monroe? 

Entertaining this opinion of the address, I came 
to Washington at the commencement of the Session, 
with the most confident and buoyant hopes that the 
whigs would be able to carry all their prominent 
measures, and especially a bank of the United 
States, by far that one of the greatest immediate 
importance. I anticipated notbing but cordial co- 
operation between the two departments of govern- 
ment; and I reflected with pleasure that I should 
find, at the head of the executive branch, a personal 
and political friend, whom I had long and intimately 
known, and highly esteemed. It will not be my 
fault if our amicable relations slionld unhappily 
cease, in consequence of any difference of opinton 
between us on this occasion. The president has 
been always perfectly familiar with my opinion on 
this bank question, ^ 

Upen the opening of the session, but especially 
on the receipt of a plan of a national bank, as pro- 
posed by the secretary of tbe treasury, fears were 
excited that the president had been misunderstood 
in his address, and tbat he had not waived but ad- 
hered to his constitntional scruples. Under these 
circumstances it was hoped that, by the indulgence 
of a mutual spirit of compromise and concession, a 
bank, competent to falfil the expectations and satisfy 
the wants of the people, might be established. 

Under the influence of that spirit, the senate and 
the house agreed, Ist, as to the name ef the proposed 
bank. 1 confess, sir, that there was something ex- 
ceedingly outree and revolting to my ears in the term 
“fiscal bapk;” but I thonght, «What is there in a 
name? A rose by any other name would smell as 
sweet,” Looking, therefore, rather to the utility of 
the substantial faculties thau to the name of the 
contemplated institution, we consented to that 
which was proposed. 

2d. As to the place of location of the bank. Al- 
though Washington had passed through my mind as 
among the cities in which it might be expedient to 
place the bank, it was believed to he the least eli- 
gible of some four or five other cities. Neverthe- 
less, we consented to fix it here. : 

And lastly, in respect to the branching power, 
there was not probably a solitary vote given in 
either house of congress for the bill that did not 
greatly prefer the onqualified branetiitie power, as 
asserted in the charters of the two former banks of 
the United States, to the 16th fundamental condition 
as finally incorporated in this bill. It is perfectly 
manifest, therefore, that it was not in conformity 
with the opinion and wish of majorities in congress, 
bot in a friendly spirit of concession fuwaras tne 
president and his particular friends, that the clanse. 
assumed that form, So repugnant was it to soine of 
the best friends of a national bank in the other 
house, that they finally voted against the bill be- 
cause it contained that compromise of the branching 
power, 

It is true that, in presenling the compromise to 
e senale, I stated, as was the fact, that I did not 
now whetber it would be 
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anching power 
y to ensure the passage of 
the bill in the senate, having ascertained that ihe 
vote would stand 26 against it to 25, if the form of 
that power which kad been reported by tbe com- 
mittee were persisted in. But I nevertheless did 
entertain the most confident hopes and expectations 
that the bill would receive the sanction of the pree 
sident; and this motive, although not the immediate 
one, had great weight in the introduction and adop- 
tion of the compromise clause. I knew ibat oor 
friends who would not vote for the bill as Teported 
were actuated, as they avowed, by considerations of 
union and harmony, growing out of supposed views 
of the president, and I presumed that he would not 
fail to feet and appreciate their sacrifices. But I 
deeply regret that we were mistaken. Notwith- 
standing all our concessions, made in a genuine and 
sincere spirit oF conciliation, the sanction of the 
president could not be obtained, and the bill has 
been returned by bim with his objections. 

And l shall now proceed to consider those objec- 
tions, with as mach brevity as possible, but with 
the most perlect respect, official and personal, to- 
wards the chief magistrate. 

After stating that the power of congress to estah- 
lish a uational bank, to operate per se, has been a 
controverted question [rom the origin of the govern- 
ment, the president remarks: “Men most justly and 
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deservedly esteemed for their high intellectnal en- 
dowments, their virtue and their patriotism, have, 
in regard to it, entertained different and conflicting 
opinions. Congresses have differed. The approval 
of one president has been followed by the disappro- 
val of another.” : 

From this statement of the case it may be infer- 
red that the president considers the weight of au- 
thority, pro and con, to be equal and balanced.— 
But if he intended to make such an array of it—if 
he intended to say that it was iu equilibrium—] 
must respectlully, bat most decidedly, dissent from 
him. I think the conjoint testimony of history, 
tradition, and the knowledge of living witnesses 
prove the contrary. Mow stands the question as to 
the opinion of congresses? The congress of 1791, 
the congress of 1813-14, the congress of 1815-16, 
the cougress of 1831-32, and, fiually, the present 
congress, bave all respectively and unequivacally, 
affirmed the existence of a power in congress to es- 
tablish a nationat bank to operate per se. We be- 
hold, then, the concurrent opinion of five different 
congresses on one side. And what congress is 
there on the opposite side? The congress of 1811? 
1 was a member of the senate in that year, when it 
decided, by the casting vote of the vice president, 
against the renewal of the charter of the old bank of 
the United States. AndI now here, in my place, 
add to the testimony already before the public, by 
declaring that it is within my certain knowledge, 
that that decision of the senate did not proceed 
from a disbelief of a majority of the senate in the 
power ef congress to establish a national bank, but 
Írom combined considerations of expediency and 
constitutionality. A majority of the senate, ou the 
contrary, as ] know, entertained no doubt as to the 
power of congress. "Thus the acconnt, as to con- 
gresses, stands five for and not one, or, at inost, not 
inore than one, against the power. 

Let us now look into the slate of authority deri- 
vable from the opinions ot presidents of the United 
States. President Washington believed in the pow- 
er of congress, and approved a bank bill. Presi- 
dent Jefferson approved acts to extend branches into 
other parts of the United States, and to punish 
counterfeiters of the notes of the bank—acts which 
were devoid nf all justification whatever upon the 
assumption of the naconstitutionality ol the bank. 
For how could branches be extended or punishment 
he lawfully inflicted upon the counterfeiters of the 
paper of a corporation which came into existence 
without any authority, and in violation of the con- 
stilution of the land? James Madison, notwith- 
standing those early scruples which he had enter- 
tained, and which he probably still cherished, sanc- 
tioned and signed a bill to charter the late Bank of 
the United States. It is perfectly well known that 
Mr. Monroe never did entertain any scruples or 
doubts in regard to the power of congress. Here, 
then, are four presidents of the United States who 
have direetly or collaterally borne official testimony 
io the existence of the hank power in congress.— 
And what president is there that ever bore anequi- 
vocally opposite testimony—that disapproved a bank 
charter in the sense intended by president Tyler? 
Gen. Jackson, althongh he did apply the veto pow- 
er to the bill lor rechartering the late Bank ot the 
United States in 1832, it is within the perfect recol- 
Jection of us all that he not only testified to the uti- 
lity of a bank of the United States, but declared 
that, if he had beenapplied to by congress, lie could 
have furnished the plan of such a bank. 

Thus, Mr. President, we perceive that, in re- 
viewing the action of the legislative and executive 
departments of the government, there is a vast pre- 
ponderance of the weight of anthority maintaining 
the existence of the power in congress. But pre- 
sident Tyler has, I presume unintentionally, whol- 
ly omittéd to notice the judgment and decisions of 
the third co-ordinate department of the government 
upon this controverted question—that department, 
whose interpretations of the constitution, within its 
proper jurisdiction and sphere of action, are binding 
upon all; and which, therefore, may be considered 
as exercising a controlling power over hoth the 
other departments. The supreme court of the U. 
States, with its late chief justice, the illustrions 
Marshall, at its head, unanimously decided that 
congress possessed this bank power; and this adju- 
dication was sustained and reaffirmed whenever af- 
terwards tbe question arose betore the court. 

Alter recountiug the occasions, during his publie 
career, on which he had expressed an opinion 
nyainst the power of congress to charter a bank of 
the United States, the president proceeds to say:— 
“Entertaining the opinions alluded to, and having 
taken this oath, the senate and the country will see 
that I could not give my sanction toa measme of 
the character described without surrendeting all 
claim to the respect of honorable meu—all conti- 
dence on the part of the people—all self- respect— 
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all regard for inoral and religious obligations; with- 
out an observance of which uo government can be 
prosperous, and no people can be happy. It would 
be to commit a crime which I wonld not wilfully 
commit to gain any earthly reward, and which 
would justly subject me to the ridicule avd scorn 
of alf virtuous men.” 

Mr. President, I must think, and hope I may be 
allowed to say, with profound deference to the 
chief magistrate, that it appears to me be has view- 
ed with too lively sensibility the personal conse- 
quences to himself of his approval of the biil; and 
that, surrendering himself to a vivid imagination, 
he has depicted them in much too glowing and ex- 
aggerated colors, and that it would have been most 
happy ifhe had looked more to the deplorable con- 
sequences of a veto upon the hopes, the interests 
and the happiness uf lus country. Does it fullow 
that a magistrate who yields his private judgment 
to the concurring authority of numerous decisions, 
repeatedly and deliberately pronounced, after the 
lapse of long intervals, by alf the departments of 
government, and by all parties, incurs the dreadfut 
penalties described by the president? Can any man 
be disgraced and dishonored who yields his private 
opinion tothe judgment of the nation? In this 
case, the country, (I mean a majority), congress, 
and, according to common fame, an nnanimous ca- 
binet, were all united in favor of the bill. Should 
auy man feel himself huinbled and degraded in 
yielding to the conjoint force ol such high authori- 
ty? Does any man, who at one period of his life 
shall have expressed a particular opinion, and at a 
subsequent period shall act upon the opposite opi- 
nion, expose himsetf to the terrible consequences 
which have been portrayed by the president? How 
is it with the judge, in the case by no means rare, 
who bows to the authority of repeated precedents, 
settling a particular question, whilst in his private 
judgment tlie faw was otherwise? How is it with 
that numerous class of public men iu this country, 
and with the two great parties that have divided it, 
who, at different periods, have maintained and act- 
ed on opposite opinions in respect to this very bank 
question? 

How is it with James Madison, the father of the 
constitution—that great man whose services to his 
country placed him only second to Washington— 
whose virtues-and purity in private life—whose pa- 
triotisin, intelligence and wisdoro in public councils 
stand unsurpassed? He was a member of the na- 
tional convention that formed, and of the Virginia 
convention that adopted, the constitution. No inan 
understood it better than he did. He was opposed 
in 1791 to the establishinent of the Bank of the 
United States upon constitutional ground; and in 
1816 lie approved and signed the charter of the late 
Bank of the United States. It isa part of the se- 
cret history connected with the first bank, that 
James Madison had, at the instance of gen. Wash- 
ington, prepared a veto for him in the contingency 
of his rejection of the bill. 'Ttus stood James Ma- 
dison when, in 1815, he applied the veto to a bill to 
charter a bank upon considerations of expediency, 
but with a clear and express admission of the ex- 
istence of a constitntional power of congress to 
charter one. In 1816, the bill which was then pre- 
sented to him being free from the objections appli- 
cable to that of the previons year, he sanctioned 
and signed it. Did James Madison surrender “all 
claim to the respect of honorable tnen—all confi- 
dence on the part of the people—all self-respect— 
all regard for moral and religious obligations?” 
Did the pare, the virtuous, the gilted James Madi- 
son, by his sanction and signature to the charter of 
the late Bank of the United States, commit a CRIME 
which justly subjected him “to the redicule and 
scorn of all virtuous men?” 

Not only did the president, as it respectfally ap- 
pears to me, state entirely too strongly the conse- 
quences of his appreval of the bill, bat is be per- 
fectly correct in treating the question, (as he seems 
to me to have done), which he was called upon to 
decide, as presenting the sole alternative of his di- 
rect approval or rejection of the bill? Was the pre- 
servation of the consistency and the conscience of 
the president wholly irreconcilable with the resto- 
ration of the blessings of a sound currency, regular 
aud moderate exchanges, and the revival of confi- 
dence and business which congress believes will be 
secnred by a national bank! Was there no alterna- 
tive hut to prolong the sufferings of a bleeding 
country, or to send us this veto? From the admi- 
nistration of the executive department of the go- 
vernment, during the last twelve years, has sprang 
most of the public ills which have afflicted the peo- 
ple. Was it necessary that that source of suffering 
should continue to operate, in order to preserve the 
conscience of the president nnviolated? Was that 
the only sad and cdeptorable alternative? 
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of the serious and patriotic consideration of the pre- 
sident. The bill might have become a law, in vir- 
tue of tbe provision which required its return with- 
in ten days. Ifthe president bad retained it three 
days longer, it would have been a taw, without bis 
sanction and without his signature. In svch a con- 
tingency, the president wonld have remaines pas. 
sive, and wonld not have been liable to any accu 
sation of having himself violated the constitution. 
All that could have been justly said would be, that 
he did not choose to throw himself in the way as an 
obstacle to the passage of a measure indispensable 
to the prosperity of the nation, in the judgment of 
the party which brought him into power, of the 
whig congress which be first met, and, if pnblic 
laine speaks true, of the cabinet which the lament- 
ed Harrison calted around him; and which he vo- 
luntarily continued. In an analogous case, Thomas 
McKean, when governor of Pennsylvania, than 
whom the United States bave produced but few 
men of equal vigor of mind and firmness of purpose, 
permitted a bilf to become a law, although, in his 
opinion, it was contrary to the constitution of that 
State. And I have heard, and, from the creditable 
nature of the source, I am inclined to believe, al- 
though I will not vouch for the fact, that towards 
the close ofthe charter of first Bank of the United 
States during the second term of Mr. Jetferson, 
some consideration of the question of the renewal 
of the charter was entertained, and that he express- 
eda wish that, if the charter were renewed, it might 
be effected by the operation of the ten days’ provi- 
sion, and his consistency thus preserved. 

If it were possible to disinter the venerated re- 
mains of Jaraes Madison, reanimate his perishing 
form, and place him once more in that chair of 
state, which he so much adorned, what would have 
been his course, if this bill had been presented to 
him, even supposing hi:n never to have announced 
his acquiescence in the settled judgment of the na- 
tion? He would have said, that human controver- 
cy in regard to a single question should not be per- 
petual, and ought to have a termination, This, 
about the power to establish a bunk of the United 
States, has been long enongh continued. The na- 
tion, under all the forms of iis public action, has 
often and deliberately decided it. A bank, and as- 
sociated financial and currency questions, which 
had long slept, were revived and lave divided the 
nation during the last ten years of arduous and bit- 
ter struggle; and the party which put down the 
bank, and which occasioned all the disorders in our 
currency and finances, has itself been signally put 
down, by one of those great moral and political re- 
volntions which a free a patriotic people can but 
seldom arouse itself to make. Human infallibility 
has not been granted by God; and the cliances of 
error are much greater on the side of one inan than 
pn that of the majority of a whole people and their 
successive legislatures during a long period of time. 
I yield to the irresistible force of authotity. I will 
not put myself in opposition to a measure so impe- 
ratively demanded by the publie voice and so es- 
sential to elevate iny depressed and snífering coun- 
trymen. 

And why should not president Tyler have suf- 
fered tbe bill to become a law without his sig- 
nature? Without meaning the slightest possible 
disrespect to him, (nothing is further from my heart 
than the exhibition of any such feeling towards that 
distinguished citizen, long iny personal friend), it 
cannot be forgotten tliat lie came into his present 
office under peculiar circumstances, The people 
did not foresee the contingency which has happened. 
They voted for him as vice prosident. They did 
not, therefore, scrutinize his opinions with the care 
which they probably ought to have done, and would 
have done, if they could have looked into futurity. 
If the present state of the fact could have been an- 
ticipated—if at Harrisburg, or at the polls, it had 
been foreseen that general Harrison would die in 
one short month after the commencement of his ad- 
ministration; that vice president Tyler would be 
elevated to the presidential chair; tliat a bill, pass- 
ed by decisive majorities of the first whig congress, 
chartering a national bank, would be presented for 
his sanction; and that he would veto the hill, do I 
hazard any thing when I express the conviction 
that he would not have received a solitary vote in 
the nominating convention, nor one solitary elec- 
toral vote in any state in the union? 

Shall I be told that the honor, the firmness, the in- 
dependence of the chief magistrate might have been 
drawn in question if he had remained passive, and 
so permitted the bill to becomea law? I answer that 
the office of chiel magistrate is a sacred and exalted 
trust, created and conferred for the benefit of the na- 
tion, and not for the private advantage of the person 
who fills it. Can any man’s reputation for firmness, 


I think, ; independence and bonor be of more importance than 


Mr. President, there were other alternatives worthy Vite welfare of a great people? ‘There is nothing, in 
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my humble judginent, in 


of his country. Nor do ¥ believe that, in such a 
course, he would have made the smallest sacrifice, 
in a just sense, of personal honor, firmness or inde- 
pendence. 

But, sir, there was still a third alternative, to 
which I allude not because I mean to intimate that 
it shouíd be embraced, but because 1 am reminded 
of it hy a memorable event in the life of president 
Tyler. It will be iecollected that, after the senate 
had passed the resolutions declaring the removal of | 
the public deposites from the late bank of tbe U. 
States ta have been derogatory from the constitution 
and laws of the United States, for which resolution 
president then senator Tyler, had voted, the gene- 
ral assembly of Virginia instructed the senators 
from that state to vote lor the expunging of that re- 
solution. Senator Tyler declined voting in con- 
formity with that instruction, and resigned his seat 
in the senate af the United States. This he did 
becanse he could not conform, and did think it right 
1o go counter, to the wishes of those who had plac- | 
ed him in the senate. If, when the people of Vir- 
ginia, or the general assembly of Virginia were his 
only constituency, he would not set up his own par- | 

-ticular opinion in. opposition to theirs, what ought 
1o be the rule of his conduct when the people of 
26 states—a whole nation—compose his constitu- 
ency? 4s the will of the constituency of one state 
to be respected, and that of twenty-six to be wholly 
disregarded? 1s obedience due only to the single 
state of Virginia? The president admits tbat the 
bank question deeply agitated and continues to 
agitate the nation. ftis incontestible that it was į 
the great, absorbing and controling question, in all 
our recent divisions and exertions. Iam firmly 
convinced, and it is my deliberate judgment, that 
an immense majority, not less than two-thirds of 
the nation, desire such an institution. AH doubts 
in this respect ouglit to be dispelled by the recent 
decisions of the two houses of congress. I speak 
of them as evidence of popular opinion. In the bouse 
of representatives the majority was 131 to IU0. If 
the house fiad been full, and but for the modifica- 
tion of the 16th fundamental condition, there would 
have been a probable majority of 47. Is it to be 
believed that this large majority of the immediate 
representatives of the people, fresh from amongst 
them, and to whom the president seemed inclined, 
iu bis opening message, to refer this very question, 
have mistaken the wishes of their constituents? 

I pass the sixteenth fundamental condition, in 
respect to the branching power, on which f regret 
to leel myself obliged to say that 1 think the presi- 
dent has cominented with unexampled severity, 
and with a harshness of language not favorable to 
the maintenance of that friendly and liarmonious in- 
terconrse wbich is so desirable between co-ordinate 
departments of the government. The president 
could not have been uninformed that every one of 
the twenty-six senators, and every one of the hun- 
dred and thirty-one representatives who voted for 
the bill, if left to bis own separate wishes, would 
have preferred the branching power to have been 
conferred unconditionally, as it was in the charters 
of the two former banks of tbe United States. In 


animadversions weie prompted by a reciprocal spirit 
of amity and kindness, but I inquire whether all of 
them are perlectly just. 

Beyond all qnestion, those who believed in the 
constitutional right of congress to exercise the 
branching power within the states, unconditionally 
and without limitation, did make no small conces- 
sion when they consented that it should be snbject- 
ed to the restrictions specified in the compromise 
clause. They did not, it is true, concede every 
thing; they did not absolutely renounce the power 
to establish branches without the authority of the 
states during the whole period of the existence of 
the charter; but they did agree that reasonable time 
should be allowed to the several states to determine 
whether they wonld or wonld not give their assent 
to the cstablishment of branches within their re- 
spective limits. They did not think it right to leave 
it an open question, for the space of twenty years; 


and revoke to-inorrow ils assent; nor that it should 
annex onerous or impracticable conditions to its as- 
sent, but that it should definitively decide the ques- 
tion, after the lapse of ample time for full delibera- 
tion. And what was that time? No state would 
have had less time than four months, and some of 
them from five to nine months for consideration. 
Was it, therefore, entirely correct for the president 
to say that an ‘unconditional answer is claimed 
forthwith??? Fortbwith means immediately, instant- 
ly, without delay, which cannot be affirmed of a 
space of time varying from four to nine months.— 
And the president suppases that the “high privi- 
lege" of the members of the state legislature sub- 
loitting the question to their constituents is denied? 
But could they not at any time during that space 
have consulted their constituents? 

The president proceeds to put what I must, with 
the greatest deference and respect, consider as ex- 
treme cases. He supposes the papular braucli ta 
express its dissent by a unanimons vote, which is 
overruled by a tie in the senate. Ife supposes that 
“both branches of the legislature may corcur in a 
resolution of decided dissent, and yet the governor 
may exert the veto pawer.” The nntortunate case 
of the state whose legislative will should be so 
checked by executive authority, would not be 
| worse tlian that of the union, the will of whose le- 
gislature, in establishing this bank, is checked and 
controlled by the president. 

But did it not occur to him that extreme cases 
brought forward on the one side, might be met by 
the extretne cases suggested on the other? Suppose 
the popular branch were to express its assent to the 
establisliment of a branch bank by a unanimous 
vote, which is overruled by an equal vote in the se- 
nate. Or suppose that both branches of the legis- 
lature, by majorities in each exactly wanting one 
vote to make them two-thirds, were ta concur in a 
resolution inviting the introduction of a branch 
within the limits ofthe state, and the governor were 
to exercisc the veto power, and defeat the resolu- 
tion. Would it be very unreasonable in these two 
cases to infer the assent of the state to tbe establish- 
ment of a branch? 

Extreme cases should neverbe resorted to. Hap- 


nor that a state should be permitted to grant to-day | 


consenting to the restrictions upon the exercise of | pily for mankind, their aflairs are but seldoro affect- 
that power, be must have been perfectly aware |ed or influenced by them, in consequence of the 
that they were actuated by a friendly spirit of com- | rarity of their occurrence, — 
promise aud concession. “Yet nowhere in his mes- | The plain, simple, unvarnished statement of the 
sage does he recipiocate or return this spirit.— | case is this: congress belicves itself invested with 
Speaking of the assent or dissent which the clause constitutional power to authorise, unconditionally, 
requires, he says: «This iron rule is to give way |the establishment of a bank of the United States 
to no circumstances—it is nnbendipg and inflexible. | and branches, any where in the United States, with- 
1t is the language of the master to the vassal. An | out asking any other consent of the states than that 
unconditional answer is claimed forthwith.” The | which is already expressed in the constitution. The 
“high privilege” of a submission of the question, | president does not concur in the existence of that 
on the part of the state representatives, to their con- | power, and was supposed to entertain an opinion 
stituents, according to the message, is denied. He} that the previous assent of the states was necessary. 
uts the cases o! a popular branch of a state legis- | Here was an unfortunate conflict of opinion. Here 
ature expressing its dissent “hy a unanimous vote, | was a case for camproprise and mutual concessioo, 
and its resolution may be defeated hy a tie vote in | iť the difference could be reconciled. Congress 
the senate," and “both branches of ilie legislature | advanced so far towards a compromise as to allow 
may concur in a resolution of decided dissent, and |the states to express their assent or dissent, but 
yet the governor may exert the veto power confer- |then it thonghtthat this shonld be done within some 
red on lim by the state constitution, and their le- {limited, but reasonable, time; and it believed, since 
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the bank and its branches were established for the 
benefit of twenty-six states, if the authorities of 
any one of them really could not make up their 
mind within that limited time either to assent or 
dissent to the introduction of a hranch, that it was 
not unreasonable, alter the lapse of the appointed 
time witliout any positive action, one way or the 
other, on the part of the state, to proceed as if it 
had assented. Now, if the power contended for by 
congress really exists, it must be admitted that here 
Was à coneession—a concession according to which 
an unconditional power is placed under temporary 
restrictions—a privilege offered to the states which 
was not extended to them by either of the charters 
of the two farmer banks of the United States. And 
I ain totally at a loss to comprehend how the piresi- 
dent reached the conclusion that it would bave been 
“far better to say to the states, boldly and frankly, 
congress wills, and submission is demanded.” Was 
it better for the states that the power of branching 
should be exerted without consulting them at all? 
Was it nothing to afford thein an opportunity of 
saying whether they desired branches or not? How 
cali it be believed that a clause which qualifies, re- 
stricts, and limits the branching power, is more de- 
rogatory from the dignity, independence, and sove- 
reignty of the states, than if it inexorably refused 
to tlie states any power whatever to deliberate and 
decide on the introduction of hranches? Limited 
as the time was, and unconditionally as they were 
required to express themselves, still those states 
(and that probably would have been the case with 
the greater number) that chose to announce their 
assent or dissent could do so, and getor prevent 
the introduction of a branch. But the president 
remarks that “the stale may express, after the most 
solemn form of legislation, its dissent, which may 
from time to time thereafter be repeated, in full 
view of ils own interest, which can never be sepa- 
rated froin the wise and beneficent operation of this 
| government; and yet congress may, by virtue of the 
| last proviso, overrule its law, and upon grounds 
| which, to such state, will appear to rest on a con- 
structive necessity and propriety, and nothing 
more," 

Even if the dissent of a state should be overruled, 
in the manner supposed by the president, how is the 
condition of that state worse than it would have 
been if the branching power lad been absolutely 
and unconditionally asserted in the charter? There 
would have been at least the power of dissenting 
conceded, with a high degree of probability that if 
the dissent were expressed no brauch would be in- 
troduced. 

The last proviso to which the president refers is 
in these words: “And provided, nevertheless, that 
whenever it shall become necessary and proper for 
carrying into execution any of the powers granted 
by the constitution, to establish an office or offices 
in any of the states whatever, and the establishinent 
thereof shall be directed by Jaw, it shall he the duty 
of the said directors to establish such office ar offices 
accordingly.” 

This praviso was intended to reserve a power to 
congress to compel the bank to establish branches, 
ifthe establishment of them should be necessary to 
the great purposes of this government, notwith- 
standing the dissent of a state. If, for example, a 
state had once unconditionally dissented to the esta- 
blishment of a brancb, and afterwards assented, the 
bank conld not have been compelled, withont tbis 
reservation of power, to establish the branch, bow- 
ever urgent the wants of the treasury might be. 

The president, 1 think, onght to have seen, in the 
form aad language of the proviso, the spirit of con- 
ciliation in which it was drawn, as I know. It does 
not assert the power; it eroploys the language of 
the constitution itself, leaving every one free to ip- 
terpret that language according to his own sense of 
the instrument. 

Why was it deemed uecessary to speak of its 
being ** the language of the master to the vassal,” 
of ©this iron rule,” that ‘congress wills and sub- 
mission is demanded?”  Whatis this whole federal 
government but a mass of powers abstracted from 
the sovereignty of the several states, and wielded 
by an organized government for their common de- 
tence and general welfare, according to the grants 
of the constitution? These powers are necessarily 
supreme; the constitution, the acts of congress, and 
treaties being so declared by the express words of 
the constitution. Whenever, therefore, this govern- 
ment acts within the powers granted to it by the 
constitution, submission and obedience are due from 
all; fiom states as well as from persons. And if this 
present the image of a master and a vassal, of state 
subjection and congressional domination, it is the 
constitution, created or consented to hy the states, 
that ordains these relations. Nor can it be said, in 
the contingency supposed, that an act of cougress 
hag repealed an act of state legislation. Undoubt- 
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edly in case of a conflict between a state constitu- 
tion or state law, and the constitution of the United 
States or an act of congress passed in pursuance nf 
it, tlie state constitution or state law would yield. 
But it could not at least be formally or technically 
said that the state constitution or law was repealed. 
Its operation would be suspended or abrogated by 
tbe necessary predominance of the paramount au- 
thority. ; 
The president seems to have regarded as objec- 
tionable that provision in the clause which declares 
that a branch, being once established, it sbould not 
afterwards he withdrawn or removed without the 
previous consent of congress. That provision was 
intended to operate both upon the bank and the 
states. And, considering the changes and fluctua- 
tions in public sentiment in some of the states with- 
in the last few years, was the security against them 
to be found in that provision unreasonable? One 
legislature might invite a branch, which the next 
might attempt, by penal or other legislation, to 
drive away. We have had such examples hereto- 
fore; and I cannot think that it was unwise to profit 
by experience. Besides, an exactly simitar provi- 
sion was contained in the scheme of a bank which 
was reported by the secretary of the treasury, and 
to which it was understoad the president had given 
his assent. But if I understand this message, that 
scheme could not have obtained his sanction, if 
congress had passed it without any alteration what- 
ever. It authorised what is termed by the presi- 
dent local discounts, and he does not believe the 
constitution confers upon congress power to estah- 


lish a bank having that faculty. He says, indeed, 


“I regard the bill as asserting for congress the right 
to incorporate a United States bank, with power 
and right to establish oflices of discount and depo- 
aite in the several states of this union, wilh or with- 
out their consent; a principle ta which 1 have always 
heretofore been opposed, and which can never oblain 


my sanction." | pass with pleasure from this pain- , 


ful theme; deeply regretting that I have been con- 
strained so long to dwell on it. 

On a former occasion I stated that, in the event 
of an unforlunate difference of opinion between the 
legislative and executive departments, the point of 
difference might be developed, and it would he then 
seen whether they could be brought to coincide in 
any measure corresponding with the public hopes 
and expectations. l regret that the president has 
not, in this message, favored us with a more clear 
and explicit exhibition of his views. |t is sufi- 
ciently manifest that he is decidedly opposed to the 
establishment a new bank of the United States 
tormed afler the two old models. I think it is fairly 
to be inferred that the plan of the secretary of the 
treasury could not have received his sanction. He 
is opposed to the passage of the bill which he has 
returned; but whether he would give his approba- 
tion to any bank, and, if any, what sort’ ol a bank, 
is not absolutely clear. I think it may be collected 
from the message, with the aid or inlorination de- 
rived through other sources, that the president would 
concur in the establishment of a bank whose ope- 
rations should be limited to dealing in bills of ex- 
change, to deposites and to the supply of a circu- 
lation, excluding the power of discounting promis- 
sory notes, And I understand that some of our 
friends are now considering the practicability of 
arranging and passing a bill in conformity with the 
views of president Tyler? Whilst I. regret that I 
can fake no active part in such an experiment, and 
mnst reserve to myself the right of determining 
whether I can or cannol vote for such a hill alter I 
see it in its matured form, l assure my lriends that 
they shall find no obstacle or iwpediment in me, 
On the contrary, I say to them, go ou: God speed 
you in any measure which will serve the country, 
and preserve or restore harmony and concert be- 
tween the departments of government. An exe- 
cutive velo of a bank of the United States, after 
the sad experience of late years, is an event which 
was not anticipated by the political friends of the 
president; certainly not by me. But it has come 
upon us with tremendous weight, aud amidst the 
greatest excitement within and without the melro- 

olis. The question now is, what shall be done? 

Vhat, under this most embarrassing and unexpeeted 
state of things, will our coustituents expect of us? 
What is pele by the duty and the dignity of 
congress? I repeat that if, after a careful examina- 
tion of the executive ipessage, a bank can be de- 
vised which will afford any remedy to existing evils, 
and secure the president’s approbatioo, let the pro- 
ject of auch a bank be presented. It shall encoun- 
ter no opposilion, if it should receive no support 
from me. 

But what further shall we do? Never, since I 
have enjoyed the honor of participating in the pub. 
lic councila of the uation—a period now of near 
thirty-five ycars—have Į ict congress under more 
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happy or more favorable auspices. Never have 1 
seen a hnuse of representatives animated by more 
patriotic dispositians—more united, more determin- 
ed, more business-like. Not even that house which 
declared war in 1812; nor that which, in 1815-16, 
laid broad and deep foundations of national prospe- 
rity, in adequate provisions for a sound currency, 
by the establishment of a bank of the United States, 
for the payment of the national debt, and for the 
protection of American industry. This house has 
solved the problem of the competency of a large 
deliberative body to transact the public business. 
If happily tbere had existed a concurrence of opi- 
nion and cordial co-operation between the different 
| departments of the government, and all the mem- 
bers of the party, we should have carried every 
measure contemplated at the extra session, which 
the people had a right to expect from our pledges, 
and should have been, by this time, at our respec- 
tive homes. We are disappointed in one, and an 
important one, of that series of measures; but shall 
we therefore despair? Shall we abandon onrselves 
to unworthy feelings and sentiments? Shall we al- 
low ourselves to be transported by rash and intem- 
perate passions and counsels? Shatl we adjourn and 
go home in disgust? No! No! No! A bigher, no- 
bler and more patriotic career lies before us. Let 
jus here, at tbe east end of Pennsylvania avenue; do 
ourduty, our whole duty, and nothing short of our 
duty, towards our common country. We have re- 
pealed the sub-treasury. We have passed a bank- 
rupt law: a beneficient measure of substantial and 
extensive relief. Let us now pass the bill for the 
distribution ot the proceeds of the public lands; the 
revenue bill, and tlie bill for the benefit of the op- 
pressed people of this District. Let us do all—let 
us do every thing we can for the public good. If 
we are finally to be disappointed in our hopes of 
| giving to the country a bank which will once more 
supply it with a sound currency, still fet us go 
home and tell our constiluents that we did all that 
we could under aciual circumstances; and that, if 
we did not carry every measure for their relief, it 
jas only because to do so was impossible. If no- 

thing can be done at this extra session to put upon 
a more stable and satisfactary basis the currency 
and exchanges of the country, let us hope tbat here- 
after some way will be found to accomplish that 
most desirable ahject, either by an amendment of 
the conslitution limiting and qualifying the enor- 
mous executive power, and especially the veto, or 
by inereased majorities in the two houses of con- 
gress competent to the passage of wise and saluta- 
ry laws, the president’s objeclions nothwithstand- 
log. 

This seems to me to be the course now incum- 
bert upon us to pursue; and by conforming to it, 
whatever may be the result of laudable endeavors 
now in progress or in contemplation in relation to 
anew attempt to establish a bank, we shall go 
home bearing no self-reproaches for neglected or 
abandoned duty. 


FISCAL BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
REMARKS OF MR. WISE, OF VIRGINIA. 

On the bill “to incorporate tlie subscribers to the 
fiscal bank of the United States,” delivered in the 
house of representatives, in committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, on Friday, An- 
gust 6th, 18-41, 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, having concluded 
his remarks on the 16th section of the bill— 

Mr. Wise rose and said: Mr, Chairman, the main 
part of my work is done, and done much better than 
l conld have done it myself. The gentleman who 
has just concluded—to use the language of his own 
compliment to me or the distribution bill—has raked 
this compromise 16th section from stem to stern; 
he has left neither spars, nor rigging, nor hnlk? It 
will be hardly necessary for me to survey the wreck 
of that part of this bill which his argument has lett 
behind. But] have in view other matter, and will 
proceed to touch upon as much of itas Shrewsbury 
clock will allow. 1 would give the per diem of the 
week for {wo hours instead of one, 

As lo the power of congress lo incorporate a na- 
tional bank I have no scruples. 1 neverliad. At 
the very beginning of my publie life I met that ques- 


tion without any, the least concealment, without 
reserve, and without defeat. I met it ina district 
where the issue was at first doubtful, and in a state 
which has always been certainly opposed to my 
opinions. These opinions have been expressed at 
various times, in private and in public, iu seasoti and 
ont of season, and partienlaily at the extra session 
of 1837, when the independent treasury bill was de- 
bated in congress. I then took occasion to advocate 
both the constitutionality and expediency of a na- 
tional bank, and to throw myself in advance upon 
the intelligence and virtue ol tlie people whom I re- 
presented. 


The proofs upon which 1 relied were: history, 
cotemporaneous exposition, the expedience of the 
country, and the letter and spirit of the constitution. 
Upon these I can now only touch. In history in 
general 1 have very little faith. But the proofs of 
history of this question are vefragable. The facts 
are too recent and too well known to be doubted or 
misunderstood, and the witnesses to them too high 
and too sacred to be itopeached. We know what 
was done before the constitution was formed, Wiat 
was done at its formation, and what has occurred 
since. The constitution is in our hands, and the 
men who made it, immediately after it was formed, 
made tlie first bank charter. “They were not men 
who said one thing and meantanother. They were 
no partisans, but patriots. They were Washingtons, 
Madisons and Franklins—fatbers of the country, 
fathers of the constitution, fatbers of science and 
knowledge, to whom the Father of the Gods, hand- 
ed down from Heaven the very lightning of bis 
power! I firmly abide by the exposition of such 
inen—none of whom ever contradicted themselves 
on this question, except those who at first opposed 
and afterwards sanctioned the exercise of this pow- 
er to charter a bank. And their acts and construc- 
tian of their own works have ever since been con- 
firmed by all the sanctions of every succeeding ge- 
neralion, by all the authorities of the executive, 
legislative, and judicial departments of government, 
and by the uniform acquiescence of the popular will 
under the law. If the constitution was doubtful, 
this was ever enough for ny conviction. But I never 
had any difficulty in deciding under the constitution 
itsell. 

In 1837, I presented all the arguments, old and 
new, upon the constitutional question. I do not pro- 
pose to discuss them again now. Nothing new bas 
ever been added to the arguments of 1791. But one 
view of reading one clause in the constitution, a little 
different from, in being more comprehensive than, 
tbat of others, 1 will barely touch. : 

The old postulata are— 

Ist. Every power granted to congress and every 
duty imposed upon congress is specified. But the 
means to execute the powers and to perform the 
duties are not specified. They are undefined, and 
lelt to the sound discretion ol congress restrained 
only by the words “necessary and proper." Can- 
gress is left a free option of means—free to adopt the 
best adapted to any or all granted powers or ends, 
“necessary” to their accomplishment or exercise, 
and *preper"—that is, not uncongenial or inconsis- 
tent with the nature and form of our government. 
And to give the word “necessary” an absolute or 
indispensable meaning would be to destroy alloption 
of means whatever. à 

2d. A specific enumeration of means was wisely 
avoided, nr, rather, never vainly attempted. For 
such an enumeration wonld have been infinite and 
have required Omniscience itself to embrace all the 
means to suit all the ends and powers and duties of 
the government, throughaut all times and emer- 
gencies, and their endless vicissitudes. 

Sd. As to these means, too, congress was expressly 
made independent, or self-dependent. As far as 
it was given any power, so far was it made to de- 
pend upon the meaus of its own creation to exert 
that power. 

4th. To incorporate a national bank is not in itself 
asubstantive power, but is a means merely inciden- 
tal to great substantive powers, and ends of legisla- 
tion “necessary and proper” to their execution or 
accomplishment. 

The powers granted lo congress to which this 
means of a national bank is usually made to attach 
are— 

Ist. To lay and collect taxes, &c. 

2d. To borrow money, &c. 

3d. To regulate commerce, &c. 

4th. To coin money, regulate the value thereof, 
and of foreigu coin, &c. " 

And the chief duty of congress to which it at- 
taches is, to make ‘all duties, imposts and excises 
uniforin throughout the United States.” 

Such are the powers, and duty of congress. And 
the clause of the constitution which I read different- 
ly froto mast others is that whieh concludes the Sth 
section of the first article: 

“And to make all laws which shalt be necessary 
and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing 
powers.” 

Now, here, sir, most gentlemen stop in their read- 
ing, and their argumeut too, on this question. They 
never touch the subsequent and most important, 
least studied and most misunderstood part of the 
constitution—the part of this clause which follows: 
“and all other powrrs vested by this constitution in 
the government of the United States, or in any de- 
partinent or office thereof." Mark this phraseology 
throughout—*'and all other powers.” There are 
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other powers besides those of congress, and besides 
the “foregoing powers," which are powers of con- 
gress. Again: “All other powers vested by this 
constitution in the government of the U. States"— 
there is the generic term; “or in any departinent— 
there is the specific term; “or office thereof "—and 
there is the iedividnal term. 

Then «iy argument is, that if a bank can be prov- 
ed, or has proved itself, a “necessary and proper" 
1neans to carry into execution “the toregoing pow- 
ers,” or any of ‘all other powers vested by the 
constitution in the government, or in any depart- 
ment or office thereof," it is constitutioval to char- 
ter it. 

The powers of congress, of Ihe government en- 
tire, of any department or office thereof, are not all 
enumerated. An instance is, the power to recog- 
nise a oew nation of the earth. There is a power 
resulting fram the very existence ot the government. 
It is lodged in congress by this clause. There is 
the power to keep and control the public money. It 
is oowhere expressly given, yet it belongs to con- 
gress. To keep that power out of the hands of the 
executive, congress must interpose some hand of the 
law. I could never think of any other than a cor- 
poration or creature of some sort like a national 
bank. And there is the power to organize a trea- 
sury department, with its various offices, to which 
this mcans of a national bank seems most essential- 
ly necessary and proper, or it may be uade a part 
of the very organization of such a department and 
its offices. What is there to preveotit? No form ofa 
department is given in the constitution. But to the 
powers and duties of such a department and its of- 
fices, no matter how organized such a means seems 
more necessarily and properly to attach than to any 
of the “foregoing powers" of congress—snch as the 
duties and powers of keeping, transferring and dis- 
bursing public tnoney, without loss, and with the 
leasť cost and inconvenience of its officers and to 
the people. And there isa power of congress to 
make all needful rules and regolations respecting 
the territory or other property of the United States, 
not enuinerated in the “foregoing powers," to which 
a bank ean much more properly and necessarily at- 
tach than can distribution. 

Thus, sir, my views enlarge the extent and num- 
ber of powers and duties ta which this means at- 
taches as necessary and proper. For its necessity and 
propriety I look alone to experience, that best of all 
teachers. Fiom that teacher I learnt its value, 
especially to the south—that section which I argned 
to be more interested in a sound, safe and uniform 
currency than any other portion of the eountry not 
agricultural, and not so tar distaot from the great 
point of importation, where “hangs up the barome- 
ter of exchange." 

Upon these grounds I stood in 1337, have ever 
stood, and there I now stand. I have not changed 
a partiele in principle npon the subject, nor shall T 
change from the practical course to which I have 
heretofore committed myself. 

In 1837 two practical questions or votes were put 
to me on this subject, and the action I maintained 
then I inean to maintain now. What were these 
votes, and what was that action? The committee 
of ways and means theu reported a resolution declar- 
ing that it was “inexpedient to establish a natioval 
bank." ‘Tothat resolution I proposed the following 
amendinent—(see cong. debates, vol. 14, part 1, page 
936}—to add the words: 

“At this time. And be it further resolved, that it 
will be expedient to establish a national bank when- 
ever there is a clear manifestation of public senti- 
ment in favor of such a measure." 

Upon this amendinent, at a subsequent day (see 
id. vol. 14, part 2, page 1,221), I made these re- 
marks: 

“The friends of a national bank are waiting for 
‘the moviug of the waters; they are not ready to 
bring forward their plans in a positive form; they 
have no notion of standing up for the purpose of be- 
ing knocked down." 

Again: the same committee brought forward its 
independent treasury bill, and discossing that and 
this subject together, T said: 

“I shall wait for the troubling of (he waters, for 
the healing of the people, for their voices to come 
up as a strong man for radical relief of the country, 
its constitution, its currency, its liberty."—(Id. page 
1,671). 

I voted against both the resolution and the bill of 
the coinmittee of ways aod means, in 1837. Neither 
of these votes would I undo if I conld, and by all 
the declarations 1 then made I now abide. 

Now what did these declarations mean, and what 
course for te to pursue did they indicate? 

Sir, on the 27th, 28th and 29th days of January, 
1841, for three days | spoke earnestly against this 
called, this dog-day session. My third reason against 
it was: 


“To prevent, during the present year, a premature 
agitation of the national bank question," &c.—(See 
p. 3, ol speech). 

At page 8th I said: 

“Sir, I yield to no man in friendship to a proper- 
ly organized, properly located, and well managed 
national bank. And, as a friend to that measure, I 
inveigh especially against urging it prematurely, 
and in the inidst of pressure. If you press it too 
eagerly, too hastily, at the wrong time, you will lose 
the question for twenty years to come. Sir, I have 
no idea that either of these measures shall be pre- 
sented to a called session, and be pushed through in 
the bec hoe. hurry of political juggling. They all 
require time and reflection.” 

At page 36th I said: 

**As to the best mode ot giving to the country a 
safe, sound and uniform currency, my opinions are 
well known to those who know any thing about iny 
opinions at all. With Mr. Madison, I believe that 
a national bank is absolutely necessary, and must, 
try whatever other experiments you please, be re- 
sorted to in the end. I believe such an institution 
|not only constitutional and expedient, but, as a 


as the best friend of the south, which is more in- 
jored by a bad currency than any other section of 
the country, and as the only means cf creating a 
hand of the law for tbe legislative department, to 


control of the public money ont of the hands of the 
executive. The executive bas ursurped that power 
by snatching the public money from the vaolts of a 
national bank. I would create a national bank for 
the purpose of restoring to congress its constitu- 
tional fiscal power, if for no other purpose. That 
is one of the best modes of reducing executive pa- 
tronage. But my views on this question were deli- 
vered at length at the extra session of 1837. Now, 
1 will only say that I will vote for such an institu- 
tion if it be brought forward at the right time, if it 
be properly organized, and be located at the proper 
place—and that proper place with me will be as far 
as I can get it from the contaminating and dange- 
rons influences of stock jobbing and brokers.” 


Here, then, are my ue and my course, fully 
set forth in advance. I will wait “the moving and 
| troubling of the waters! And what does that mean? 
Tt means that the bank ora bank is an “impotent 
man," which has had an infirmity for more than 
thirty and eight years; an infirmity worse than lepro- 
sy to any measure in this country, aod especially to 
one which depends upon any thing so delicate as 
credit for its vitality and vigor—the iafirmity of a 
want of popular confidence. 

For reasons of that infirinity, another and another 
*'sfeppeth down before" it, thongh the “angel” has 
again and again come down into the pool and *'trou- 
bled the water." It has no man, when the water is 
troubled, to put it into the pool **by the sheep mar- 
ket, which is called by the Hebrew tongues Be- 
thesda, having five porches.” And there Is no Oin- 
nipotence passing by to say, not “step thou down 
into the pool;" no, Omnipotance never so speak- 
eth—bnt Omnipotence to say, ‘rise take up thy bed 
and walk! No, sir, no! But, passing by a poor 

fallible mortal, like the sinner who now addresses 
himself to tbis question, wonld humbly imitate di- 
vine goodness and wisdom, not divine power, by 
asking this impotent man, “wilt thon be made 
whole??? And supposing the answer to be, “I would 
be made wliole" 1 would aoswer, wait, though 
you have been a long time in this case, lie a yet lon- 
ger time for the “troubling of the water;" or for your 
Saviour to see you lie in this case. And who is 
this impotent mao? Savionr? Sir, the people! The 
people alone can say unto this impotent man, ‘rise, 
take up thy bed and walk!" And when that power 
bids him rise, immediately he will be made whole, 
and take np his bed and walk. And it will matter 
not then whether **on the same day was the Sab- 
bath;" for then the question of time will not occur, 
ior “nullum tempus occurrit regi." When the 
people have settled the question, have healed the 


infirmity, then will there be no reason for stepping | 


into the pool, or tor waiting until the tronbling ol the 
waters. 4 a T 
To drop all figures of speech, there is nothing in 


which I am firmer fixed in opinion now than that | 


the most essential element of a national bank is po- 
pular confidence. On that it ean alooe rest in peace 
and permauent security, and based on that alone can 
it be a blessing to the conntry, and a useful agent 
and friend to the laws. It must not be forced into 
existence, so as to produce party agitation and to 
rouse popular resentment. If it is thus driven into 
being by a temporary majority, 
racter, the effects will be more dangerous than salu- 
tary, and more to be dreprecated tian desired, even 
by the friends of such an institution. 


keep the legislative power of the custody and the | 
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If this bill passes, can it be said to have passed by 
the votes of a majority of congress? There is one 
vacancy in the senate, and it is doubtful who that 
vacancy would be filled hy—a friend or foe. Two 
votes were withheld, which were present in the city, 
which it was well known would have been given 
against the 16th section of the bill, without which 
two other votes could not have been carried for the 
bill. By the ahsence of three Aatves of state soye- 
reignties, this bill has been dodged, if not driven 
through one branch of congress. Will the people 
be satisfied with this expression of the will of the 
states? 

Again: two of tlie states of this union are not re- 
presented on this floor at all. Gentlemen need not 
say that there are votes enough here to pass the bill 
without their votes, or that the true will of the states 
is not fairly represented in the other end of the capi- 
tol. All these facts are elements of strife; are fuel 
for the fire of agitation; are pretexts for that fearful 
cry of demolition, repeal! repeal! repeal! I cannot 
say what will be the termination of that struggle for 
repeal, if it ever begins and rages as I fear it would 
it a bank bill passes without a more decisive mani- 


i : stati | vi 
southern man and a state rights man, | support it| festation of the popnlarand state wills than we have 


had or can have at this session. I will say, howe- 
ver, that though, with my constitutional views, it is 
absurd to talk about repealing an unconstitutional 
law; because repeal is a legislative act, which would 
adinit tbe binding force and obligation of the law re- 
pealed, and the law, if it be unconstitutional, i$ null 
and void withont repeal; yet, if I believed thisor any 
law to be unconstitutional, T could not apply to it 
the doctrines of vested y umi. rights could be 
vested uoder it, because there would be no law to 
vest any thing atall. And is there no mode to test 
its constitutionality, withont admitting it by “re- 
peal??? Yes. By thesupreme court. Ay, that tri- 
bunal is a lion in the path. It isa roaring tion.— 
Would I trust my stock to it as now constituted? — 
Beware! I wonld not for the world assail the sanc- 
tity of Ihe ermine of that tribunal; but the opinions 
and actions of men are known, and the sanctity of 
the ermine cannot change the character of the men. 
May we nol wait until the waters there too be trou- 
bled? Can we charter at a venture, or purcbase 
stock at a venture, upon what may be its opinions? 
Whoremoved Dnane? Who removed the deposites? 
Upon what gronnds? Who have since been appoint- 
ed on thatsupreme bench? How mapy? By whom? 
Count—wait! 

What if, for these reasons, the bidders for stockc 
be tew? The government may take another third, 
we are told, by the bill. Then the government 
would hold too much stock. I contd not vote tor 
the general government to bold two-tbirds of the 
stock. I believe in the following resolution—(See 
Register Debates, vol. 14th, part 1, page 936): 

*Mr. Bell (the present secretary of war) then 
laid on the table the following, to be submitted as an 
amendment (to the resolution declaring it was inex- 
pedient to establisb a national bank in 1337): 

**And that the adoption of the plan recommended 
hy the president for the collection and disbursement 
of the publie revenue through the agency of sub- 
treasnries, by means of which the public moneys 
would be under the unchecked control of officers 
holding their places at the will of the executive, and 
often liis mere ereatures and dependants, or the es- 
tablishment of a national bank, or any fiscal system 
in the nature of a bank, founded opon the credit and 
revenues of the government, would be inconsistent 
with the spirit of a fiee constitution, and dangerous 
to the liberties of the country.” 

Whal if all the private stock should be taken and 
the bank should go into operation in the midst of 
agitation? What would be the consequences? — 
Father that it would, if warred upon by the govern- 
ment or a strong party, by king one or king many— 
king one L say, tor the peent pure and patriotic 
president cannot last throughont three lifetimes, 
tweuty-one years, until this charter expires—be like 
a land-terrapin, when touched, contract all its feet 
and head in its shell, do no business, issue not and 
discount not at all, and become wholly ivefficient 
anil inert, to lie in the way of the wheels of power to 
be crushed; or, it would be compelled to unite with 
power, unite its money capital with political capi- 
tal, or war with both, and be in either case a curse 
of corruption to itself, the government and the whole 
country! ‘This we know would be its fate, from the 
experience of the past. And therefore I wait awhile 
upon the people. My constituents are as united on 
this question as a district can be. Why may I not, 
then, act on their will alone? I may. But before I 
vote for a bank charter [ must be sure that they get 
a blessing and not a corse. And I must have a de- 


doubtful in its cha- | cided majority of the whole nation concurring with 


them before I can be sure of that. I cannot commit 
their interests to acy doubtful issues on this ques- 
tion. The bank must be permanently founded, not 
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to be disturbed by popular revulsions and party pas- | der the name of conservatives—a party driven eut [tle influence of time and the elements, the most 


sions. We cannot abide that uncertain sea and its 
awful storms. When the bank may commence its 
career in peace and in confidence—when the people 
in their sovereign power have decided that it may 
and shall exist undisturbed, then we will gladly ven- 
ture on its existence, and not until then ever again. 

But we are told that the people have already de- 
cided this; that it was settled by an overwhelming 
majority in the last elections. I do not think so.— 
There were so many issues in that election that itis 
difficult to say what one was decided. There were 
ditferent issues at different places. Every thing 
was involved, in fact, in that election. It rather 
embraced, 1 should say, fundamental questions than 
any mere questions of administrative policy. Every 
where, when I addressed the people, 1 urged upon 
them that banks, tariffs, public lands, and all mere 
issues of policy or construction, sunk into insizuifi- 
cance HDE the great social and moral principles 
invalved in that struggle for reform. They were 
told every where that common tionesty, economy, 
public virtue and official integrily and purity were 
above all banks er otber questions of that sort. And 
if called to say what was decided, my answer would 
be, “(he people felt and were convinced that they 
were misgoverned, and their power abused; that de- 
faleatien lad becume too common; corruption too 
much the order of the day; that economy and ho- 
nesty were wanting, and that the leading measure 
of the then administration—the sub-treasnry—was 
dangerous and despotic, and should be repeated; that 
they determined upon a change of servants, and to 
allow another set of men to try to reforin abuses, and 
right the ship of state; to try in their own way, and 
to be responsible for their acts." This was what 
was decided. And upon the party which the peo- 
ple brought into power I have a commentary to 
Inake. fts motto was ‘‘Tippecavoe and Tyler too!” 
A friend remarked to me the ottier day that this 
motto proves “there is truth in poetry." It is the 
text to preach from. It describes the rationale of 
success in the election. It gives the stipulation of 
the bond of unian amang the whigs. It indicates 
what were their differences and coinproinises; and, 
Jastly, what should be their couise, if they would be 
wise and remain strong ia place and in the confi- 
dence of tlie people. 

Let us discuss the terms of this text, “Tippeca- 
noe." ‘This term was the sign and representative 
of one class of politicians. Itis true that it stood for 
the name of gen. Harrison. He originally had been 
a Jeffersonian republican, and certainly in 1822 had 
expressly denied the constitutionality of a bank of 
the United States. Bot afterwards he became unit- 
ed with what was thought to be the federal or latitu- 
dinarian party, in 1828. And he was the very first 
of that party, next to Joha Quincy Adams, whom 
gen. Jackson turned ont of oflice, by recalling him 
from a foreign mission. He thus became identified 
with the discarded coalition of that date. He ne- 
ver, 30 faras I knew, avowed any change in his 


opinion as to the constitutionality of the bank — | 


‘True, he did say that lie would sign a chatter when- 
ever, or if it was nade apparent, it was necessary 
and proper. So Mr. Tolleson himself said before 
him. But neither ever said, so far as ] ever heard, 
that he dil think it necessary and proper, and that 
he would accordingly give it his sanction. 


opinions, known or onknown, on this point, it is 
not to'be disguised that in hiin were fixed the hopes 
of those in the whig party who had beeu known as 
the national republicans of 1828. “Tippecanoe,” 
then, was not only another name for gen. Harrison, 
but it was the “sign” and watchword iu this motto 
of that portion of the whigs who had been hut short- 
ly before known as (he nationals, 

The nationals in 1533 had dropped their name.— 
Another would “smell as sweet.” This they iid 
because nullilication in 1831—32, and the remeval 
of the deposites in 1833, bad driven off from the 
Jackson party a large portion of republicans, with 
whom they wished to unite. The Jackson patly 
hal appropriated the name of democrat, the retreat- 
ing repablicans of 1533 would not enduie (he naine 
of nationals; the nationals were glad enough to drop 
a name Which had lost its odor, and the opposition, 
composed then of the two latter parties, united in a 
commou cause upon the name whig. 

This union was not at first complete. ‘here was 
from the beginning mutual jealousy and disteust.— 
They could no more mix thau “oil and vinegar." — 
They fought in 1836 in different squads: the repub- 
lican whigs under the baoner of that nomen venura- 
bile—that American Cato, and civilian and states- 
man—llugh L. White; the national whigs under 
that ilastrious soldier, Wm. Henry harson: and 
they were defeated, Defeat taught them that, ta be 
shlong, they must be undivided. Aud a new acces- 
ston of strength coming iu daily, as auxiliaries, uu- 


Bnt | 
still, however doubtful or elear inay have been his | 


by these whom they called the loco toco destruc- 
tives in the Van Buren party—coming out from 
among thei, as the old song of Jawbone has it, 
“One by ene and two by two—” 
new hopes were revived, and a strong union was 
formed. ltbecame my luck to describe that onion 
**a union of the whigs for the sake of the nnion;” a 
sentiment by which I still stand in the two senses] 
uttered it at first: a union ‘for the sake of the 
union." Not a union for party, for proscription, tor 
power; but a union, holy and sacred, for the good of 
the country. Not anunion for the sake of one man, 
[in or out of the presidency, or his followers, nation- 
jals or republicans, or conservative whigs; but a 
| union for the sake of all three and more—for the 
| sake of all parties, embracing even locos and de- 
This was the patriotic sense and prima- 
ry sense of that sentiment. And I have not depart- 
ed [rom it in that sense and in ne sense. For, the 
| second sense was not seen, and was a patty sense. 
1 meant for the sake of the union of the whigs, as 
well as for the sake of (he union of the country, ina 
secondary sense. That is, that whigs should really 
comproinise their old feelings and sentiments, and 
not proseribe each other, for the sake of remaining 
united. I meant that they should strive together to 
yield up, on a common altar, some portions of past 
| differences, in order that they might derive strength 
| and perpetuity of party fiom the bond of unien.— 
And this they each and all impliedly pledged them- 
selves to do in the motto— 
“Tippecanoe and Tyler too.” 
“Tyler ioo." These words were each significant. 
The word “Tippecanoe” preceded them, because 
the nationals were the more numerous portion of 
tlie whigs. By numbers they were entitled to have 
their name to precede, their man fo preside. But 
without “the republican portion of the whig party” 
they could not conquer, and therefore they were 
compelled to add to “Tippecanoe” the “Tyler too.” 
“In hoc vince!” With this union,this combination, 
the various classes ef whigs did conquer. Noveme 
ber came; the election decided their victory. The 
ides of March came, and ‘Tippecanoe and Tyler 
too" were installed. 

And not only was “Tippecanoe” installed, but 
“Tyler too.” Not only was “Tippecanoe” veled 
for, but «Tyler too."  Notonly were the principles 
of “Tippecanoe” te be respected and observed, bnt 
those of “Tyler too.” And what were the princi- 
ples of “Tyler too??? They were not left in doubt. 
They were republican. "They were the principles 
of “state rights" and “strict construction;” they 
were opposed to the constitntionality ef a bank of 
the U. States, ofa protective tariff, and every thing 
federal and latitudinarian. The stipulation, then, 
was not to deride and scoff at these principles, but 
to respect and cherish, and not destroy them; and 
the main stipulation was not to press upou their ad- 
vocates ultra issues of any kind, and then proscribe 
them for net deserting or for defending their princi- 
jples. This was the compromise, and the course 
was clear to be pursued. To take time for concili- 
ation, and for the maturity of measures, and not to 
buiry into a system to revolutionize the policy of 
the government too suddenly. The republican 
whigs were theinselves divided into two classes on 
this subject—those who believed in the constitu- 
tionality of a bank charter, and those who did not. 
Of the loriner I was one; but though I had no seru- 
ples on the subjeet myself, I was never one of these 
who did not respect the scruples of others. And 
under the bonds of tlie whig union, I, for one, fecl 
bound and pledged to respect the scruples of the 
other—of “Tyler too.” 

“Tyler too” was the sign and representative of 
the “republican portion of the whig party.” «Tip- 
pecanoe" is dead, “Tyler too,” yet liveth, aud (he 
“republican portion of the whig party” has it in its 


structives! 


“the republican portion of the whiz party,” and yet 
for the coustitutionalily of a United States baok, I 
may well claitn to be vue of the fair arhiters of this 
vexed question. What do | say, then? Do net press 
upon (he “Tylers too” these ultra issues. 


stately edifice crumbles into dust, The loftiest oak 
of the forest, when the tempest rises in its fury, is 
conipelled to bow his stately head, and, in spite of 
his “hundred arms so strong,” to yield his leafy ho- 
nors to the plain. Are we net subject alse te moral 
tempests, as well as attnospherical? Have we net in 
our day experienced them? Have we not seen our 
brightest hopes blasted by them? Ought any great 
and goed and valuable measure, that is now within 
our power, to be subjected to the hazard of a recur- 
rence of such political revolutions as we have our- 
selves heretofore witnessed? Is it wise, is it politic, 
is it safe, to pnt offto a future day a measure of such 
vast importance, and franght with so much promise 
as that whese adoption we are urging, when we can 
now, accomplish it?” 

What is the meaning of this? 
whilst the sun shines?” No! That is a wise and 
prudent maxim of the husbandman. But I hope it 
means not to snatch, whilst you have the power to 
do so, measures which the people may not approve! 
I oppose this heresy by the counter advice to move 
cautiously, and wait for the movements of the people. 
Snatch nothing frem them, but abide their gracious 
pleasure to give. 

The people have not yet decided this qnestion in 
favor ol the censtituttenality of a bank, and the presi- 
dent of the United States, in his message to us, says 
that they have expressly decided against its charter. 
But, say gentlemen, a president, believing both that 
a bank is encenstitntional, and that the people too 
have decided against it, may waive the coustitutional 
question, take that as ne questien, and upon the 
principle of “stare decisis,” following the illustrious 
example of Mr. Madison, sign a charter or bill au- 
thorising the ebarter of a national bank. Certainly 
a president may do this; but is he justifiable upon 
the principle assumed? 

I do not pretend to say that Mr. Madison was uot 
justifiable, because my opinion has ever been, and 
still is, that he had in fact changed his opinion in 
relation te the propriety, and necessity, and consti- 
tutionality of a United States bank. I will not stop 
to show this from his writings; but I do undertake 
to say that he was justifiable on ne other ground 
than this. In other words, if he had not in fact 
changed his opinion on the point of constitutionality, 
no principle ef “stare decisis” could justify him in 
sanctioning what he still thoughtan unceustitutianal 
law. Ispeak now in reference te his sanction, with 
his opinion still unchanged, still against tlie consti- 
tntionality of the law. 

1 say that no president, believing any law to be 
unconstitutional, is justifiable in conscience in sanc- 
tioning that law. The principle of “stare decisis” 
cannot justify bim. That principle cannot justify 
hiin, because it applies only, and can only apply, to 
the execution of laws by a president, and not to the 
passage of laws. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. SER- 
GEANT), met this question with equal ability and 
fairness. He did not pretend that the decision of 
the people, the decision of congress, er the decision 
of the supreme court, waa in any sense binding upon 
the conscience of a president to sign a bill which, 
under previous and expired legislation, had been 
declared by all these decisions to be nuconstitu- 
tional; but urged that such decisions were properly 
to be received as a final settlement of the question, 
and the question was to be considered as no longer 
exisling. This is the extent te which he went. I 
conless that, though | differ from lim, his argument 
was powerful to reach the end he aimed at, as he 
said, “to set the president free from the trammels of 
his own iudividual convictions.” The position is a 
very strong one, indeed, that uniform and concur- 
rent decisions, popular, legislative, executive and 
judicial, may set a man free from his oath to sup- 
pert the constitution of the United States! Sir, this 
must be an error. The gentleman denies that the 


Not “to make hay 


own power to compel respect, if not toleration. Of| president swears to suppoit the constitution anil to 


execute the laws “as he understands them." This I 
admit, as far as the execution ol the laws and ef the 
constitution is concerned. He cited tlie case of the 
citizen who fails or retuses to obey what he deems 


If the | an uneonstitational law—the marshal who should 1e- 


bank question is lost now, it will be for twenty years | fuse to execute what he decms unconstitutional pro- 
to come! This I répeat, as I said it in January, | cess. Sir, it is not the province of the citizen or mar- 
tSit. Violate your pledges of 1840 to yonr compa- | shal to judge or decide upon the constitutionality of 
tiiots in the struggle ef that year, and you may lose | an existing law. The citizen must obey the law pass- 
this great aud vilal question for twenty years to|ed hy the legislature, and decided to be law by the 
come, and may be lelt as prostrate, supine, power- | tribünals of justice appointed under the constitu. 
less and pitiless as vou were in 1828! 1 beseech | tion to decide what is law. It is not his province 
you not to adopt such doctrines ard motives of con- |to judge upon the validity of laws at all, except at 
duct as are assigned iu the national organ of the 34 | the polis. There lie may enforce his opinion by his 
| instant: vote. But until the law expires, is 1epealed, or its 

“But what security have we for the permanent | unconstitutionality be decided by the courts, he is 
ascendency of the whigs in. the natien and in the | guilty of treason or rebellion if he resists ils execu- 
publie eouncils? Every thing linman, hike every | tion. But here let ine add that one of the wise ob- 
thing else in nature, is subjcet to change. — Bencath | jects of the velo provision in the constitution waa to 


prevent the passage of laws which miglit bring the 
consequences of constructive treason down upon the 
cilizen. The tari(f eontroversy in South Carolina 
might illustrate this. Again: the marshal is but 
merely a ministerial officer. He has no province 
to judge, but must execute merely. So even with 
a president of the United States. Under an exist- 
ing law. passed already, le is merely an executive 
ollieer. He has no power to judge whether an ex- 
isting law be eonstitutional. ĦHe is sworn to take 
eare that the laws, no matter what may be his opi- 
nion about their validity or the decisions respecting 
them, are faithfully executed. The inferior judges 
even in the courts, aud the succeeding supreme 
judges, are in prineiple hound by the decisions of 
tlie. eourts during the existence of a law in heing. 
If a president were to assume to annul and reverse, 
by refusing to execute, the deeisions of the congress 
and of the supreme court, under laws in operation 
and not expired, he would unquestionably be guilty 
of usurpation. But when the law has expired, has 
eeased to exist, is it then binding on the president? 
ay, even on the citizen or the marshal? Could any 
one then execute it, or be punished lor not execnt- 
ing or not obeying it? No; certainly not. Well, 
then the question arises, when it is again proposed 
to pass it, are the decisions under its prior exist- 
ence fo bind any one coacerned in its passage?— 
They may, as persuasive or argumentative anthori- 
ty, where the law proposed is the same as that ex- 
pired preeisely, but they are no otherwise ohligato- 
ry. The question then becomes a new question. Ít 
is not a question as to the execution of the law, but 
as to its creation. When a new bank charter is 
proposed to the signature of the president, he is ask- 
ed—not whether be will resist the legislative and 
judiciary departments, but whether he approves of 
the passage of the law—not whether the law shall 
be executed, but whether he will give his sanetion 
to its being. After a bill has been passed, is it not 
the province of the president, or the citizen, or the 
mere ministerial officer, to adjudicate and decide 
upon the question of its constitationality; but, when 
a bill is proposed, not passed, the president, sworn 
to support the constitution, is bound to decide whe- 
ther lie approves it or not, and, “if not," in the lan- 
guage ol the eonstitution, ‘the shall return it with 
his reasons.” 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania, however, 
treated these “Tylers too,” these scrupulous repub- 
lican abstractionists, with much liberality, and yield- 
ed them, at least, perfect freedom. He released 
them from the obligation of conscience and the con- 
stitution, to bring them into the “glorious liberty” 
of the deeisions of a majority! But my colleague, 
(Mr. Botts), carried this doctrine mueh Jurther. 
l confess he was novel and original, quite so, on 
this point. He laid down the proposition, broadly 
that the president is sworn to submit his private 
opinion, and official too, to the deeision of the su- 
preme court of the United States, under the pre- 
vious law! He says that the president “has no right 
of thought” on the question of constitutionality!— 
This doctrine is no less extraordinary than in the 
face of the constitution. My colleague was led into 
this gross absurdity by failing simply to distinguish 
between the oath to “execute the office of presi- 
dent,” &c. prescribed by article 2d, section Ist of 
the eonstitution, and the duty imposed by artiele 2d, 


to a portion of the people who were entitled equally | stitutional power—which exists or don’t exist at 


to them; and when, too, as E have sbown, he could 
uot do less than faithfully execute an existing law, 


ol the validity of which it was not his provinee to! 
Of a like nature was liis approval of a law | 


judge. 
to punish the forgery and counterfeiting of the notes 
of the bank. And as to Mr. Gallatin’s report, aade 
two days only before he went out of office, it is sul- 
fieient to say that the secretary of the treasury was 
then, as he is now, a legislative officer, wlio re- 
ported to congress and not to the president, and was 
one over whom he eould take no eontrol, without 
being guilty of usurpation and tyranny. 

Certainly it is that these distinctions are eanoniz- 
ed in the republiean faith. No decision of a majori- 
ty in congress, or of a majority of the court, under 
a prior law now expired, can be considered as bind- 
ing upon tlie president as his oath to support the 
constitution, and his judgment that any law which 
you may propose lor his sanction is unconstitutional. 
1 would not presume, if I knew them, to quote his 
epinions now; but Ido know what his opinions was 
in 1819, and that opinion is exactly io. point upon 
the questions I am now discussing: First, as to the 
unconstitutionality of a bank, in his judgment; and, 
seeondly, as to the binding obligation ol a law ehar- 
tering such an institution. His views on both are 
eomprehensively embraced in a single sentenee: 

* House of representatives, Feb. 18, 1319, In com- 
mittee of the whole, the resolution subinilted by 
Mr. Johnson, of Va. being under eonsideration— 

“Resolved, That the eommittee on the judieiary 
be instrueed to report a bill to repeal the act entit- 
led ‘an aet to ineorporate the subscribers to the Bank 
of the United States,’ passed April 10, 1816: 

“Mr. Fyler said: The question whether it be 
proper to direet a scire facias against the bank di- 
vides itself into two heads of inquiry. First, whe- 
ther tte charter bas been so violated as to enure a 
forfeiture? And, if so, is it expedient to exact the 
forfeiture? The decision of the first would preclude 
me from an inquiry into the second. For, sir, inas- 
mueh as I believe the creation of this corporation 
to be unconstitutional, I cannot, witbout a violation 
of my oath, hesitate to repair the breach thus made 


in the constitution, when an opportunity presents | 


itself of doing so without violating the public faith.” 
“But believing, also, that it is expedient to put it 
down, and other gentlemen feeling themselves at 
liberty to follow up that inquiry, | propose to ex- 
press to you my views on that subject." 

His last words were, in that speech: 

“Let my fate be what it may, E have disebarged 
my duty, aod ] am regardless of consequences.” 

Mr. SERGEANT, we are told, jollowed him, and 
must have heard what he said. And this opinion 
he has never changed or recanted, as far as 1 know 
or have ever seen or heard. 

[Here Mr. WrsE was ent off by the hour rule; 
and what follows is what he would have said, had 
he been permitted to proceed ] 

The veto power, l should think, could not be held 
by one of these opinions, unchanged, to be a tere 
ministerial aet, or even an executive act only, in- 
volving no power or l'inetion of jidgment, no as- 
sent or dissent of the mind or conscience of one 
acting under an oath to support the constitution, 
and bound imperatively to approve or disapprove 
a proposed law. fL observe that the veto power is 


section 3d, that **he shall take care that tlie laws be | inserted in the 7th section of the Ist article of the 


laithíully executed." By failing too, to discriminate 
between faithfully exeeuting laws already passed, 
and sanctioning laws proposed to hiin merely for 


constitution, which prescribes the legislative pow- 
ers, and is long antecedent in that instrament to 
the 2d article, whieh prescribes “the execnlive 


his approval. Now, the ‘office of president of the | power." Whether it he legislative or excutive, 


United States” requires, under section 7th of artele 
1st, that, when a bill **shall have passed the house 
of representatives and the senate,” it “shall, before 
it become a law, be presented tothe president of 
the United States; if he approve, he shall sign it. 
but if not, he shall return it, with his objections, to 
that house in whieh it shall have originated,” &e. 
Bur, when once a law, by section 3d, article 2d, it 
needs not his approval, is beyond his disapproval, 
and “he shall take care that it be faithfully execut- 
ed." The constitution is plain in its distinetion 
between the passage of a law and the execution of 
a law. In the one ease, 1! he approve, he shall sign 
it, and if not, he sliall return it. He is not left the op- 
tion even of transcending the ten days, to allow it 
to become a law by the lapse of the time limited 
for the return of a bill. He must exereise his judg- 
ment, or how can lie ‘approve’ or “disapprove”? the 
passage of a law? But he must exeeute a law al- 
1eady passed, whether he approve it or not; for, in 
that ease, it is not his provinee to judge, either for 
approval or disapproval. It was under these plain 
distinctions, undoubtedly, that Mr. Jefferson signed 
a bil) for a branch bank at New Orleans. There 
the act was io the nature of au aet to exeeute an al- 
ready existing law. It was tu exteud the benefits 
of the bauk of the Uinted States, already in being, 


though, in its nature, 1t involves, quoad the consti- 
tutionality-or expediency either of a law, a duty to 


approve or disapprove, and a free and full right of 


judgment and discretion in the president. That 
right of judgment, in any official sense or action, is 
gone from bim as soon as the proposed measure 
becomes a Jaw. And the very purpose of tlie veto 
power is to protect the constitution Iroin invasion 
against a majority. Why should a tnajority, then, 
be set up to overrule the president, even it there 
was a majority? 

But we are told that this bill docs respect the eon- 
stitutional scruples of that portion of the republicans 
ol the whig party who deny the power of congress 
to incorporate a national bank. We are told that it 
contains a compromise. A compromise! What is 


that? Something whieh I always dread—something, 


whieh usually abstracts one-half from the right 
to the wrong, with the reserved privilege to the 
stronger side not to keep the faith, even at that rate 
of advantage. It is something which I never ad- 
vised a client to accede to unless he had a bad canse, 
to have which, however bad, subinilted to arbitra- 
fors, was to be sure to geta right in which lie had 
no interest ‘split into the dillurence” in his favor! 
It means always. at least that something is yielded 
on both sides. Now, pray tell me how can a coun- 


all—be divided into parts, and partly yielded and 
partly denied? [tis anentierty. [t exists or don’t 
exist. How can it—the mere naked question of 
power—be yielded in part and not to be yielded in 
the whole? E ean’t and never could solve that ques- 
tion. Before you ean divide or part any thing, you 
| must admit that thing toexist. Well, how is it witli 
| this 16th role of the bill? 

“16. The direetors of said corporation shall estab- 
lish one competent office of discount and deposit 
in any state in wliieli (wo thousand shares shall have 
been subseribed or may be held, whenever, upon 
application of the legislature of each state, congress 
may by law require the same. Aud the said direc- 
| tors may also establish one or more competent offices 
lol diseonnt and deposit in any territory or district 
tof the United States, and in any state, with the as- 
‘sent of sueli state; and, when established, the said 
office or offices shall be only withdrawn or removed 
by the said directors, prior to the expiration of this 
| charter, with the previous assent of eongress: Pro- 
vided, in respect to any state whieh shall not, at the 
first session of the legislature thereof held after the 
passage of this act, by resolution or other usual le- 
gislative proceeding, unconditionally assent or dis- 
sent tothe establishment of such office or offices 
within it, such assent ot the said state shall be there- 
after presumed. .dnd provided, nevertheless, That 
whenever it shall become necessary and proper, for 
earrying into execution any of the powers granted 
by the constitution, to establish an office or offiecs 
in any of the states whatever, and the establishment 
thereof shall be directed by law, it shall be the duty 
of the said directors to establish such office or oftices 
aecordingly.” 

Ist. The directors shall establish the branch in 
any state where there are 2,000 shares, whenever, 
upon application of the legislature ofsuch state, eon- 
gress may by law require the same. Here the pow- 
er is in congress undivided. A state may apply for 
its exercise. 

24. And the direetors may establish branches in 
any state, territory, or distriet, with the assent of 
|such state. Here the power is lelt in congress, or 
its creature, the corporation; and the assent ys in the 
state. 

34. Branches thus established can only be with- 
drawn or removed with the previous assent of eon- 
gress. Here the power to do is still in congress or 
its corporation, and the power to undo reserved, too, 
lo eongress. 

4th. The states are graciously given the time at 
the first sessions of their legislatures after this act to 
uneonditionally assent or dissent, or assent wil! be 

resumed. Why should dissent not be presumed 

y those who deny the power? A man, whose tight 
l deny totally, gives me notice that if, by a given 
time, I nether assent nor dissent uncontitionally to 
something, he will presume my assent to his right 
!to my land or other property. “Am I bound to as- 
‘gent or dissent, either conditionally or uncondition- 
ally Andif Lam bound tn do neither, will the 
omission to do either give his presumption the right 
he claims? | And are the states bound to do either 
ee conditionally or unconditionally? If not, will 
| theìr omission to do either confer a constitutional 
power on this government which it does not possess? 
Can even the assent, unconditional, and even invite 
ing and imprecaling, confer a power which the eon- 
stitution does not confer already? But the dissent 
must he uneonditional, or the assent will be presum- 
ed. And yet, 

5th. It is provided at last, after all this complex 
eondititional and unconditional assent or dissent, or 
assent to be presumed, that “whenever it becomes 
Necessary and proper, congress may by law eompel 
the directors (o establish branches in any of the 
states whatever; ay, even though every state in the 
nnion, within the time allowed, should uncondition- 
ally dissent. Was there ever sach an absurd batch 
of contradictions strung together? 


“First it will and then it won't; 
Then it does and then it dont? 

And aftera hurly-burly of assent and dissent, nn- 
constitutional dissent or assent, or assent presumed — 
enough to make ahead ache—it at last flourishes 
ont of the dizzy maze by asserting the unqualified, 
unlimited, absolute power in eongress to establish 
the bank and its branches where it pleases, nolens 
volens—wiil ye, nil ye! It is only equalled by a 
sort ol an Irish argument I heard in its. suppoit: 
“It cither gives the power or it does not give the 
power. lí it gives the power, why it gives the 
power; and if it don’t give the power, why it don't 

| give the power. And what more would ye have? 
| Surely ye're unreasonable if ye can't be satisfied 
with neither view, when there are some of us 
who are satisfied with either view; so come in, and 
be united upon a proposition which must please 
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or it’s all ye would have, or just nothing at all, at 
all!” 


Now such a proposilion as this pays no respect | 


whatever to the intelligence or the honesty and sin- 
cerity of those who deny the power to congress to 
charter a bank. On its face it presumesa hard con- 
science or a soft head in the bosom or on the shoul- 
ders of those to whoin it is addressed, as even a 
compromise upon a subject which cannot be com- 
promised. For myselt, having no scruples about 
the power ot congress, 1 could individually adopt it 
as a direct assertion of power more strong than the 
bill would make without it. But I must confess 
that, did I doubt the power of congress, even though 
I had resolved to imitate the example of Mr. Madi- 
son, and to sanction a charter, I would veto ¿his bill 
with this clause in it, lest the world and posterity 
might suppose, as they certainly would, either that 
1 had not intellect enough to discover its patent ab- 
surdity, or that I had a conscience pliant enough to 
catch at such a pretext to evade a solemn oath. I 
can well excuse the course of Mr. Madison, sign- 
ing as he did no dubious charter as to the power; 
bnt I never could trust either the sagacity or sin- 
cerity of that man who would veto this bill with- 
out this clause, for reasons of constitutional seruple, 
and yet sign it for the reason of the insertion of this 
clause. 

I cannot regard it as inserled in good faith. If the 
bill be signed, every partisan of the power to incor- 
porate a national bank by congress will be truly as- 
sured that it impairs not, denies not, but emphati- 
cally asserts that power! And, if it be vetoed, the 
president will be arraigned for not giving bis sanc- 
tion to a pretended compromise! ‘This is to be the 
effect of 1t, and I will not give it the least toleration 
or countenance. Let what will come, I will not 
treat any man, whom I have elected to any office 
with knowu public and published constitutional opi- 
nions and conscientious scruples, with such gross 
injustice, or torture him with any such cruel test, 
as that of this bill with this clause in its provisions. 
Sir, I would, perhaps, steal Promethean fire trom 
Heaven, but I would not and will not steal the paw- 
ers ot the constitution. Nor will I be particeps eri- 
minis in the act. Pass the bill, and let it go to the 
»resident. Its fate, I hope, will soon be known. 
Vhatever that may be, it will become a law, or be 
vetoed without my vote. 

I now, like Giles of old, may be reproached with 
having denied the abstractions ot Virginia, and yet 
with having yielded practical obedience to them.— 
And, like Giles, 1 may suffer martyrdom for that 
practical obedience. But let me say to my collea- 
gue, (Mr. STUART), that if Giles was punished for 
denying the abstraction of instruections—-a doctrine 
which 1 never heard any Virginian deride as an ab- 
straction before, even though he yielded practical 
obedience to its mandate from his mother state— 
with how many more stripes shall he be punished 
who not only denies, but derides, all her cherished 
abstractions-—all the teuets of her fond taith—and 
that, too, in a land of strangers! Sir, my colleague 
(Mr. STUART) excepted to the gentleman from N. 
Carolina (Mr. SAUNDERS) saying that in 1316 the 
constitutional question was not raised. He very 
pioperly replied that a constitutional question al- 
ways rises of itself, without being raised. That is 
true; I agree with him that, not like Satnuel, it re- 
quires no Witch of Endor to wave lier magic wand 
to raise it up before the consciences and minds ol 
the true lovers of the constitution. But there are 
those, sir, wlio, when it does rise up belore thein, 
habitually ery it down! down! duwn! and those who 
will not permit others to raise it up on its feet with- 
ont upbraiding them with the federal scoff of “ab- 
stractionist!” 

Abstractionisl! 1 take that name—1 will adopt it, 
and write itin my book of books. Let it be abused 
and denounced and derided by those who have been 


overcome before now by the principle it imports— | 


the great and mighty and invincible principle of 
cousutntional republicanism! Parties know the 
value of hard names. Republicanism has borne 
more opprobrium than this—it has been called Ja- 
cobinisin, and democrats have been called. red. 
waistcoats and even infidels and illuminati. This 
nickname of modern times is not half so bail as those 
applied to it of old, when it was triumphant, as it 
will be again. Under its real name none dare as-ail 
if, and this proves its power to exist still among the 
people. — Abstractionista can well hear a name 
which, in terin, imports that they are those who can 
and will die for principle—and that is the meaning 
of the reproach in these degenerate days to Virginia. 
«She will die of an abstraction!” 


Let my colleague take care of his health, for 11 


warn hin that he will be sick of this nickname he- 
fore he ta dune with it. Does te mean, and those 
with whoin lie acts meau, that the uame of “whig” 


all, for iis either or neither of what ye would have, | is henceforth dropped? Be itso. We will reorga- 


Which was done; and the senate took up the spe- 
cial order, being the executive veto on the bill 
chartering the fiscal bank of the United States; 
which subject occupied the attention of the senate 
till a late hour, as stated in our brief report of yes- 
terday, inserted in the last Register, page 395. 


August 20. Mr, Buchanan presented a remon- 
strance from the board of trade of Philadelphia, 
against the passage of a bankrupt law, retrospective 
in its operation. 

The bill to revive and extend the charters of the 
banks of the District nt Columbia, as amended by 
the house of representatives, was taken up, and, af- 
ter a few explanatory remarks from Mr. Merrick, 
and a reply against the bill by Mr. Benton, tbe 
question was taken ou concurring in the amend- 
ments of the house, and decided in the affirmative, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Archer, Bates, Berrien, Choate, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, 
Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, White—24. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Allen, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, 
Fulton, Linn, McRoberts, Pierce, Sturgeon, 'Tappan, 
Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright—t4. 

Mr. Calhoun presented the proceedings and reso- 
lutions of'a meeting of citizens of Goochland county, 
Virginia, condemning the measures of the present 
extra session of congress, a national bauk, distribu- 
tion, &c. and applauding the honorable course of 
Messrs, Wise, Gilmer, Hunter aad Mallory, repre- 
sentatives from that state, in their transaction ot 
the public husiness, and the vigilance with which 
they have guarded against the deleterious measures 
of the session; also, declaring the nnconstitution- 
ality of a national bauk, and expressing their earnest 
desire that its injurious effects to the country would 
be arrested by a veto trom the president. 

Mr. Calhoun expressed his concurrence in the 
resolutions, and briefly adverted to the ruinous con- 
sequences of all banks to the country, expressing 
his joy at the veta of the president on the baok 
charter that had been passed at this extra session. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. Benton 
aud Archer, tbe proccedings were laid on the table 
aud ordered to be printed. 

The distribution and pre-emption bill was again 
taken up. 

Mr. King offered an amendment to deduct from 
the proceeds of the lands before distribution, the 
Indian annuities, expenses of Indian treaties, &c. 
now due, or hereafter arising. 

Mr. King advocated the amendment, contending 
that all these expeuses were justly chargeable to 
the lands, and that no distribution should take place, 
uutil they were paid from the proceeds, The bill 
was delusive, and proposed to distribute the nett 
proceeds while in reality, the gross proceeds of the 
lands were to be divided. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, hoped the amendment 
would not be adopted. Other amendments of a si- 
milar character bad already been rejected. The 
lands were now creditors to the government tn a 
large amount, and their proceeds justly belonged to 
the states. He relerred to the numerous amend- 
ments that bad been offered, and the delay of two 
weeks that had already taken place in the conside- 
ration of this bill, He thought the majority owed 
it to themselves and the country not to debate the 
various amendments longer, but merely to vote, 
and for his part he intended to fiuisli the amend- 
inents, to-day, betore they adjourned. 


After further remarks by Messrs, Clay, of Alaba- 
ina, Woodbury, Wright and Allen, the amendment 
was rejected: yeas 22, nays 24. 

Mr. Benton moved an additional section to the 
bill, providing that the distribution shall not take 
place till all debts incurred at this session of congress 
shall be paid. 

Mr. Benton briefly explained the propriety of 
this amendment. 1t was also advocated by Mr. 
Olay, ot Alabama, aud then rejected—yeas 20, nays 
26. 


nize, i be will have it so, and go before the sove- 
| reign people under the less imposing and the oppos- 
ing naves of *abstractionists" on the one side and 
“nationals” on the other—the former “the cogno- 
men of constitutional republicanism, the latter of 
national republicanism"—the former representing 
the doctrines and principles of 1798, of state sove- 
reignty and popular rights, and the latter the doc- 
trines of federal consolidation and centralization.— 
In this contest I take my side, and am “an abstrac- 
tionist.”” I glory inthe name, and confident of the 
issue, I appeal only to the old republicans to—rally! 


TWENTY.SEVENTH CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. 

August 19. Mr. Morehead presented a memorial 
from some merchants in Louisville, Kentucky, stat- 
ing that they had made large orders of coffee, not 
anticipating any duty, and asking that that article 
may be exempt from duty. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Wright, 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law for the appointment of the commissioned officers 
employed in the revenue cutter service of the United 
States by the president and senate in the same manner 
that commissioned officers in the naval service of the 
United States are appointed; and also of prescribin 
by law a just and proper rank as between them an 
the officers of the navy when both are employed toge- 
ther upon the same service; and that the committee re- 
port by hill or otherwise at the next session of congress. 

The resolution of Mr. Woodbury directing the 
committee on the District ot Columbia to inquire 
into the nature and extent of disturbances in the 
gallery of the senate, in two instances this session, 
viz: the passage of the fiscal bank bill, and the 
reading of the president’s veto on said bill; and also 
of the disturbance at or near the president's house 
the night ensuing said veto, and also the measures 
that may be necessary to prevent the different de- 
partments of government from violent molestation 
at Washington, was taken up. 

Mr. Merrick thought it was not the appropriate 
business of a committee of this body, to investigate 
disorderly proceedings that might have taken place 
in this city; it belonged to the civil authorities, and 
if they had not sufficient power for this purpose, 
congress ought to pass the requisite laws tor their 
assistance. It was also inappropriate, and unne- 
cessary to go back and inquire into past disturban- 
ces, which the senate had acted on at the time, and 
passed over; it might be proper to take measnres 
to prevent future oecurrences of this kind, in the 
senate galleries or lobbies. 

Mr. if'oodbury advocated the resolution. 

Messrs. King, Preston and others, briefly gave 
their views, coneurring in the importance ot neces. 
sary laws to ensure peace at the seat of govern- 
ment, and security to the public officers. « 

‘The resolution was then laid on the table, to next 
session. 

Mr. Rives gave notice that he should on Saturday 
renewed his motion to go into the consideration of 
executive business. 

Mr. Smith, of 1ndiana, hoped that the land bill 
would be disposed of to-day, or at furthest to-mor- 
row. [tthey were going into executive session on 
Saturday he hoped the final vote on the bill would 
be taken at once. 

Mr. Benton, (with his hands full ofslips of paper). 
I have outy ten amendments to offer myselt. 

The land bill was then taken up-—the question 
| pending being the amendment ol Mr.-Pullon to 
J make the distribution of the nett proceeds according 
to the ratio of representation in congress. 

After a few remarks from Mr. Fullon, the ques- 
; tion was taken on his amendment, and lost by a tie 
| vote; yeas 21, nays 21. 

Mr. Sevier then moved to amend the bill so as to 
declare that all the public land which had been in 
market for twenty years aud remained unsold 
| should revert to the states, 

On this proposition a dehate eneued, in which 

Messrs, Smith, ot Indiana, Beaton, Linn, Sevier aud 

| others took part; when the question was taken and 
decided in the negative; yeas 15, nays 30, 

Mr. Clay, of Alabaina, thet moved to amend the 
bill by extending the graduation principle to it. 
` Thts was debated by Messrs. Smith, of Indiana, 
Benton and Clay, ot Alabama, when the question 
was taken on its adoption ani decided in the nega- 
tive; yeas 18, nays 27. 

Mr. Benlon rose with his hand full of atnend- 
ments, wliich he proposed to otfer. How stands 
the tine by our Shrewsbury elock? Isit not the 
| hour for taking up the velo? Or are we to have 
[na postponemeut? lle hoped the land bill 
would be passed over informaliy. 


Mr. Benton offered an amendment, to limit the 
operation ot the act to five years. This was nega- 
tived, Yeas (9, nays 26. 

Mr. McRoberts moved to strike out the proviso, 
that “no person who shall quit or abaudon his resi- 
dence on kis own land, to reside on any public 
lands in the same state or territory, shall acquire 
any right of pre-emption under this act.” 

This, alter brief remarks by Mr. McRoberts, was 
rejected—yeas 19, nays 26. 

Mr. Allen offered an amendment, providing that 
no distribution should take place till the means of 
the treasury were adequate to the wants of the go- 
vernment, independently of the taxation on tea and 
coffee. ‘This was rejected—yeas £8, nays 28. 

At 9 o'clock, the senate adjourned, atter having 
been in session eleven hours. 
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August 21. Mr. Rives presented the plan of 
Alexauder Hamilton for a national bank; which 
was laid on the table. A ui 

Mr. Archer presented a memorial from citizens of 
Lynchburg, remoustrating against the passage of 
any bankrnpt law; which was laid on the table. / 

Mr. Tallmadge presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of New York, in favor of a bankrupt law; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Preston, from the committee on military al- 
fairs, reported the bill making appropriations for 
fortifications and tbe suppression of Indian hostili- 
ties, which had been amended in the house. 

Mr. Tappan, on leave, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion to adjourn congress on Monday, the 30th Au- 
gust; which was read and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

[be resolution submitted by Mr. Linn, request- 
ing the president to give notice to tbe British go- 
vernment, under the convention ol 1827, for the 
joint occupation of Oregon, &c. was then taken np. 

Mr. Morehead said there was one snbject of great 
importance connected with this matter, which, at a 
proper time, lie meant to submit. He thonght onr 
Indian relations were becoming of more and more 
interest every day, and would require a separate 
and distinct department of the government, in order 
that they might be extensively and variously con- 
sidered. 

Mr. M. moved fo amend the resolution so as to 
direct the committee on [nreign relations ‘to inquire 
into the expediency of requesting the president;” 
which having been agreed to, tbe resolution was 
adopted. 

The senate (hen proceeded lo the consideration 
of the general order, being the bill to distribute the 
proceeds of the public lands among the states. 

This bill was discussed at some leugtl by 
Messrs. Smith, of Indiana, King, McRoberts, IWat- 
ker, Buchanan, Prentiss, Evans and others, when it 
was reported to the senate. 

Mr. Berrien moved to amend the bill by inserting: 

Provided, also, That if the rate of duty on im- 
ported articles shall be so regulated by law as, alter 
the 20th June, 1842, to increase said rate of duty 
beyond 20 per cent. ad valorem, to be compnted 
according to the provisions of fhe act of 2d of 
March, 1533, the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands provided for by this act shall cease 
during the existence of such rale of duly, and shall 
be renewed whenever such rate of duty shall be re- 
duced to 20 per cent. unless prohibiled by the other 
provisions of this act.” 

This proposition was debated by Messrs. Benton, 
Bates, McRoberts, Walker, White, Morehead, Pres- 
ton, Prentiss, Berrien and others, when 

Mr. Rives moved to amend the amendment to the 
following effect: 

“Strike all out after the word provided to 1333, 
Inclusive, and insert, ‘That if a higher duty than 
20 per cent. as established by the act of the 2d ot 
March, 1833, shall be laid on any article to be le- 
vied alter the 30th of June, 1842.’ ” 


This proposition was discussed by Messrs. Mer- 
rick, Berrien, Woodbury and Rives, when the ques- 
tion was taken by yeas and nays, and decided in 
the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Allen, Archer, Benton, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, Henderson, Kng, Linn, Me- 

Roberts, Mouton, Rives, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Woodbury, Wright, Yóung—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, ot Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Grabam, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Simmons, Smith, 
ot Indiana, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—24. 

The qnestion then recurred on the original pro- 
position ot Mr. Berrien, pending which, on motion 
of Mr. Morehead, the senate adjourned. 

August 23. The chair laid before the senate a 
communication from the secretary of the treasury, 
covering a report trom the general land office, made 
in compliance with a resolution of thesenate of the 
sth inst. calling for the amount of lands surveyed 
and ready for sale, &c. since March, 1841. 

After a few observations from Mr. Benton, and a 
brief reply trom Mr. Smith, of Indiana, it was laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Philadelphia engaged in manufacturing, 
asking that a duty might be imposed on chloride of 
line and bleaching powders. Mr. B. said the me- 
 morial gave reasons at length why those articles 
-shonid not be exempted, and he therefore moved to 
have it printed for the use of the senate; which mo- 
tion was agreed to. 

Also, another memorial in relation to the same 
subject; whieh he would move to be laid ou the 
table. 

Mr. Mangum, from the committée on naval af- 
fairs reported the bill frou the house making appro- 
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priation for the purcbase of naval ordnance andy Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, 
naval stores, without amendment, and moved that | Siminons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 


it be made the order lor Wednesday next; which 
motion was agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, the joint resolu- 
tion for the purchase of water-rotted hemp for tbe 
use of the navy of the United States. 

This resolution was taken up in committee of the 
whole, and after having been discussed by Messrs. 
Benton, Mungum, Preston, Buchanan, Calhoun and 
Woodbury, its further consideration was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

The joint resolution submitted by Mr. Tappan 
in relation to the adjournment of congress on Mon- 
day, the 30th Angust, was taken up; when Mr. 
Mangum moved to lay it on the table. The qnes- 
tion having been taken by yeas and nays, it was 
decided in the aflirmative; yeas 28, nays 21. 

Mr. Rives said he had some days since given no- 
tice thal he should submit a motion to go into exe- 
cutive session. "There was now some important 
business before them, and he wonld submit that 
motion now. The motion was lost: yeas 23, nays 24. 

Mr. King gave notice that he should make a si- 
milar motion to-morrow. 

Mr. Benton renewed the molion lo go into exe- 
cutive session, and after some conversation, it was 
decided out of order. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of tlie general order, being the bill to distribnte the 
proceeds, of the public lands among the states; the 
ameudment o[ Mr. Berrien still pendiug, as publish- 
ed in tlie proceedings of yesterday—- 

Mr. Berrien desired to modify his amendment; 
which was unanimously agreed to, so as to read — 

“That if at any lime during tbe existence of this 
act there should be an imposition of duties on im- 
ports inconsistent with the provisions of the act of 
March 2, 1833, entitled ‘an act to modify the act of 
14th February, 1832, and all the acts imposing du- 
ties on imports,’ and beyond the rate of dnty fixed 
by that act, to wit: 20 per centnm on the value of 
such imports, or ally of them, then the distribution 
provided in this act shall be suspended, and shall 
so continue until the cause of its suspension shall 
be removed, when, if not prevented by other pro- 
visions of this act, such distribution shall be renew- 
ed." 

The words “to wit, 20 per centum on fhe value 
of such imports or any of tbem,” were inserted in 
the amendment at the suggestion of Mr. Allen. 

This proposition, prior to the modification of Mr. 
Allen, occasioned a debate of soine length, in which 
Messrs. Berrien, King, Calhoun, Cuthbert, Walker, 
Linn, Huntinglon, Woodbury aud Benton partici- 
pated. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
as modified, and decided in the affirmative, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bayard, 
Berrien, Calhoun,Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Kerr, 
King, Mangum, Merrick, Morchead, Porter, Preston, 
Sevier, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Tallmadge, 
Walker—24. 

NA YS—Messrs. Bates, Benton, Buchanan, Choate, 
Dixon, Evans, Huntington, Linn, Miller, Prentiss, 
Southard, Sturgeon, Tappan, White, Williams, Wood- 
bridge, Wright, Yonng—15. 

Mr. Lina then moved the amendment offered by 
him in committee of the whole, to appropriate the 
proceeds of the public lands to the national defence. 

Mr. Linn offered his views in support of tlie 
amendment, and was briefly replied to by Mr. 
Smith. 

Mr. Benton also supported the amendment. 

‘The question having been takev, it was decided 
in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Pierce, Sevier, Tappan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright—l7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Ifenderson, Huntington, 
Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Prenuss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of 
Indiana, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—29. 

Mr. Woedbury then offered an amendment to the 
effect that the distribution shonld cease when any 
loan should be required. 


On this proposition a debate ensued, in which 
Messrs. Clay, Culhoun, Woodbury, King and others 
participated, when the questiou was taken and de- 
cided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Lion, Me- 
Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, 
Tapoan Walker ilim Woudbury Wright, Young 


NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Clwate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, 1fnnungtou, Mangum, Merrick, 


White, Woodbridge-—26. 
Ir. Tappan moved to postpone the bill until the 
first Monday in December next, on which motion 
|he demanded the yeas and nays, when the vole 
stood as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan. Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn} Mc- 
Roberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pieree, Sevier, Sturgeon, 
Tappan Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, Young 


NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
gum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, 
Southard, Tallmadge. White, Woodbridge—29. 

Several other atuendinents were offered, on all of 
which the yeas and nays were taken, thongh none 
of them were adopted. 

Mr. Culhoun moved that the further consideration 
of the bill be postponed nntil to to-morrow. 

Mr. Woodbury moved that the senate adjourn: 
for the motion 21, against it 23. 

The question was then taken on the engrossment, 
and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, af Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Man- 
guni, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
uss, Rives, Sunmons, Smith, ot Indrana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—2s. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
MeRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Preston, Se- 
vier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woud- 
bury, Wrighi, Yonng—22. 

And the bill aud amendments were ordered to be 
printed. 

The senate then held a short executive session, 
and afterwards adjourned. 

August 24. A message was announced from the 
house of representatives, stating that it had passed 
“an act to provide for the better collection, safe- 
keeping and disbursement of the public revenue, 
by means of a corporation to he styled the fiscal 
corporation of the United States." 

The bill was then taken up and read by its litle; 
and, on the question, shall this bill be read a second 
time? it was decided in the affirmative: ayes 18, 
noes 17. 

The secon] reading was asked for then; when 
the chair stated that it required the unanimous con- 
sent of the senate. 

No objection having been stated, the chair direcl- 
ed the secretary to read the bill a second time by 
its title; and when the secretary had read halt 
through— 

Mr. Allen objected to the reading. 

The chnir explained. 

Mr. Tallmadge said the time for objecting had 
gone by; the chair had stated that it required the 
unantinous consent of the senate, and no objection 
having been made the secretary had proceeded to the 
reading. 

Mr. Calhoun staled that tbe practice heretofore 
| had been to put the question, “shall this bill have 
its second reading now?" which required the una- 
himous consent of the senate; if no objection was 
imade, then the secretary proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. Tallmadge, That was precisely what was 
done in this case. 

After some further brief observations, the point 
was yielded; and Mr. Tuppan moved to postpone 
the bill indefinitely. 

Mr. Berrien hoped the motion would not prevail. 
He asked senators to consider the importance of 
this matter, and to reflect that it was the incumbent 
duty of congress to make provision for the safe- 
keeping and disbursement of the public revenne. 
Such had heen done: he aliuded to the bill which 
had failed by the disagreement between the execn- 
tive and legislative branches as to the constitntion- 
ality of the measure; and hence the money was left 
withont any other care or contrnl than that of the 
executive. They now presented this measure to 
the consideration ot the senate, and prayed senators 
before they took any step to defeat the will of the 
other branch that they would consider well the con- 
sequences ol not providing some means for the sate- 
keeping of the reveuue of the country. 


The yeas and nays baving been ordered, the vole 
on the postponement resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Monton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Stur- 
gen Leroa Walker, Willians, Woodbury, Wright, 

/oung—3t. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Unnungton, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Suth, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, Woedbridge—2+. 
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Mr. Berricn then moved that the bill be referred 
toʻa select committee of five. The other select 
committee had expired. 

Mr. Clay rose to second this motion, and to ex- 
press the hope that the motion would prevail. The 
facts as stated by the senator irom Georgia were 
eorrect—the committee that reported the original 
bill no longer existed. He had no desire to have 
anything particularly to do with the bill. The 
friends of the measure be hoped might be allowed 
to eoncoet something that would suit the wishes of 
the country. 

Mr. Buchanan would certainly vote for the refe- 
rence to a select committee, for he did not wish the 
senalor from Kentneky to be placed at the head of 
a committee to take the charge of this kite-flyinz 
fiscality; there was but one step between the sub- 
lime and the ridiculous; this bill had takeo that step, 
and he did not wish the senator from Kentucky, 
against his own wishes to be connected, with if. 

The motion having been agreed to, the bill was 
referred to a select committee of five, coasisting of 
Messrs. Berriea, Evans, Archer, Morehead and Hunt- 
ington, 

Mr. King then moved to proceed to the conside- 
ration of executive business. He said it seemed to 
be the understanding yesterday that they were to 
go into exeeutive session to-day to dispose of some 
ol the business before them. 

Mr. Clay hoped not; there was nothing connect- 
ed with the executive session that might not be de- 
layed lor some days. The land bill was important 
and should be disposed of at onee. le understood 
that several gentlemen desired to be heard on the 
subject, and those who wished to speak on the bill, 
ii ready, he would prefer that they should go on. 

Mr. King withdrew his motion, and the bill for 
the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands 
was put on its thiid reading; when 

Mr. Culhoun rose, and in a speech of near two 
hours, opposed the bill on the ground of its being 
unconstitutional, inexpedient and iin politic. 

Mr. Archer followed in favor of the distribution 
ol the proceeds of the publie lands, and spoke until 
entirely exhausted, and had to give way belore con- 
cluding his remarks. 

The senate then went inlo executive session, and, 
alter some time spent therein, adjourned. 

August 25. Mr. Sturgeon presented a meinorial 
from the manufacturers of glass in the city Pitts- 
burg, asking that the articles used in the manufac- 
ture-of that article may be exempted (rom duty. 

Mr. Calhoun presented a copy of the proceedings 
of a ioeeting held io Petersburg, Virginia, protest- 
ing against the measures of the present administra- 
tion, and expressing a hope that the president would 
withhold his assent fror the land bill, il passed. 
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Zappun moved to take up the joint resolu- 
tion for the adjournment of both houses of congress 
on Monday, the 30th of Angust inst. on which mo- 
tion he asked the yeas and nays. 

‘The question having been taken, il was decided 
iu the negative: yeas 19, nays 22. 

Mr. King moved to add two members to the se- 
lect coramittee appointed yesterday by the chair, to 
which the bank bill from the house had been refer- 
red, 

After some remarks by Messrs. King, Penton and 
Walker, on the formation of the cominittce, and a 
reply by the chuir, giving his reasons for the cha- 
raeter ol the eominitiee, taking as his guide a rule 
in Jeflerson's Manual; Mr. King withdrew his mo- 
uon. 

The senate procecded to the consideration of the 
order of the day, being the bill to distribute the pro- 
ceeds ol the publie lands; when 

Mr. Archer rose and finished the argument he 
commenced yesterday, in favor of the general prin- 
ciples of the bill. 

Mr Woodbury followed in a speech of very con- 
siderable length against the whole systern of distri- 
bution, as unjust, unequal and injurious, and closed 
his remarks with the expression of an opinion that 
the president would withhold bis assent fiom a 
measuce clearly as unconstitutional as that of the 
bunk charter. 

Mesars. Tuppan, Sevier, Walker, Wright and 
Woodbury severally addressed the senate at same 
leagth, when 

Mr. Cuthbert rose and expressed a desire to deli- 
ver his opinions in relation tothe subjeet before the 
renate; but the late hour and the exhaustion whieh 
all must feel, adinomtshed him that he had better 
deler it until the inorning, if the chairman of the 
committee on the public lands would assent to the 
delay. 

Mr. Smith, of lidiana, said lie felt deeply anxious 
to press the matter toa final conclusion. He had 
indulged the hope that they would have been able 
to have the question that day; but as the hour was 


wish to be heard, he would consent to the delay, 
with the understanding thal the question should be 
taken by three o'elock to-morrow. 

And then the genate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday, August 19. Mr. Jeremiah Brown rose 
|and stated that he had voted yesterday in favor of 
| the passage of the bankrupt law, whereas bis vate 
had heen recorded in the negative. He asked that 
the journal might be so corrected as to conform to 
Toe er And the journal was amended accord- 
iagly. 

Mr. Bolts rose and asked leave to present a copy 
of a series of resolutions, adopted, he said, at a very 
respectable meeting of eitizens held in Buckingham 
county, in the state of Virginia, expressive of their 
opirion as to the eonstitutionality and propriety of 
the establishment of a national bank, and in favor 
of other measures adopted at the present session of 
congress. 

Alter some remarks from Mr. B. the resolutions 
were received, and taid on the table. 

On leave giveo, Mr. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, pre- 
sented the memorial of Gabriel Adams, and divers 
other citizens of Pittsburgh, in the commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, praying for an increase of duties 
on imported cigars; which memorial was, on motion 
of Mr. I. referred to the cominitlee on manu(ac- 
tures. 

On leave given, Mr. Jones, of Virginia, presented 
| certain resolutions adopted by a meeting of citizens 

in Isle of Wight county, Virginia, expressive of 
their opinion against the constitutionality of a bank 
of the United States, and asserting the right of 
repeal. The resolotions also express the opinion of 
that meeting against the distribution of the proceeds 
of the sales of the poblic lands, aud against the 
power of congress to lay taxes, &c. for any other 
purposes than to pay the debts of the United States, 
and to provide for the common delence and general 
welfare thereof. 

The resolutions were received and laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Pickens, on leave, presented certain memo- 
rials from citizens of Ohio, against the constitution- 
ality and expediency of a national bank. 

Mr. Cross, on leave given, offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
communieate to this house, the number of troops sta- 
tioned at forts Gibson, Towson, Smith and Wayne, 
respectively; whether the original location of the latter 
fort has not been abandoned, and if so, the reasons 
therefor; and whether, in hisjudgment,the military force 
now on that border is sufficient to protect the citizens 
of the of the state of Arkansas against Indian depre- 
dation; and what increase, if any, will be necessary 
lor that purpose. 

Mr. Taie hast, on leave, presented cerlain roso- 
lutions from the legislature of Rhode Island, upon 
the subject of revenue. Laid on the table and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On leave given, Mr. Bolts, from the committee of 
ways and means, reported a bill making appropria- 
tions for the funeral expenses of the late president 
of the United States. 

The bill, having been read twice by the title, was 
referred to the eommittee of the whole on tlie state 
ot the union, and the bill, and aceompanying docu- 
inents, ordered to be printed, 

On leave given, Mr. Graham introduced a bill in 
relation to placing tlie statue of Washington in tlie 
rotuado of the eapitol: which was read twice. 

[The bill authorises the location of the statue in 
sucli part of the rotundo as the artist may deem per- 
manently best.] 

Mr. G. moved that the bill have ils third reading. 

Some discussion followed, directed to the poiat of 
view where the light wonld best strike the statue, 
and ia which Messrs. Adams, Graham, Mason, ol 

| Ohio, Boardman, Gilmer, and Cushing participated. 

Mc: Cashing then moved that the bill be committed 

| tu the committee of the whole on the state of the 
umor, whieh had charge ol a bill on the same sub- 
jeet beretofore reported by a gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Gilmer), which was agreed to. 

Mr. Randolph, Irom the joint committee en en- 
rolled bills, reported that that committee had exa- 
mined the bill fo establish a uniform systein of 
bankiuptey thronghout the United States, and foand 
the same tu be correct. ‘The bill then received the 
signature of the speaker. 

| On motion of Mr. Fillmore, the honse resolved 
| itsell iato committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, (Mr. Williams, of Maryland, in the 
clair), and tanok np tause bill, No. 8, entitled “a 
bill makiug appropriations for various fortifications, 
lor ordnance, and for preventing and suppressing 
ludian hostilities, which bill had been returned from 
the senate with cerlain additional ilems, to which 


late and the senator from Georgia had expressed a] items certain amendments had 


[ been inoved by thi 
committee of ways and ineans of this house. 

The amendmeats are as lollow: 

Page 3 of the engrossed bill, after liue 21 insert f 

lst. Par defensive works and barracks, andl“ 
purchase of site at or near Detroit, Michigan $ 
$50,000. 

Add to the end of the bill the following: 

2d. For surveys in reference to the military)" 
defences of the frontier, inland and Atlantic} 
$30,000. i 

3d. For arrearages due for roads, harbors antj, 
rivers, where publie works and iioprovements have) 
hitherto been made, and for the protection of public : 
property now on hand at these places, and for ar-f 
rearages for surveys, and completing inaps autho. 
rised by act of March 3d, 1939, $40,000. 

4th. For defraying the expenses of selecting anc 
purchasing a site for a western, southwestern, oi 
northwestern armory, to be selected by the presi. 
dent of the United States, the sum of $75,009. 

Sth. For the construction or armament of such 
armed steamers or other vessels for defence, on the) , 
northwestern lakes, as the president may think mos 
proper, and as may be authorised by the existing 
stipulation between this and the British govern. 
ment, $109,000. 

To which amendments of the senate the commit. 
tee of ways and means of this house proposed the) , 
following amendments: 

The eoinmittee recoramend that the house eon-[ 
cur in the first amendment, with the following!) 
amendment: 1 

Add thereto the following words: 

For purchase of site, and for barracks, and de- 
fensive works, at or near Buffalo, New York 
$30,000, li 

For fortifications at the outlet of lake Champlain[ | 
and purchase of site, $75,000. 

For defensive works, barracks, and other neces | 
sary buildings, and purchase of site for a depot a 
or near the junction of the Matawankeag and Pe 
nobscot rivers, Maine, $:25,000. 

The committee also recommend a non-coneur 
rence in the second, third and fourth amendments 
of the senate, arid a concurrence in the fifth amend 
ment, ! 

The amendments were discussed by Messrs), 
Dawson, Fillmore, Clifford, Pendleton, Irwin, Ch 
Brown, Profiil, Howard, S. Muson, Sprigg, Rhell| 
Everett, Cashing, Saltonstall, Allen, Tomlinson} 
Eastman, and Tillinghast. 

And then tbe amendments reported from thi, 
committee of ways and means ta the amendments] 
of the senate were agreed to. 

And, on motion of Mr. Fillmore, (for the purpose 
of having a vote taken in the honse), the amend 
ments of the senate were concurred in. 

And the committee rose, and reported the bill am 
amendinents to the house. 

A message was received from the president o 
the United States, by the bands of John Tyler, jri 
liis private secretary, informing the house that the 
president had approved and signed a bill authorising: 
the recovery of fines and lorfeitures under thi 
charter laws and ordinances of Georgetown, befor 
jostices of the peace. 

Also, the bill to extend the time for locating Vir 
gioia military land warrants, and returning th 
surveys thereon to the general land office. 

And then the house adjourned. 


Friday, Aug. 20. On leave given, Mr. Kennedy 
of Maryland, from the committee on comnieree, t| 
whom had been referred the joint resolution fron] 
the senate in relation to the light boats now statione: 
at Sandy Hook and BartletUs reef, reported th 
same without amendment. | 

And on motion of Mr. K. the resolution was rea 
a third time and passed. 

Mr. Gilmer asked leave to present the proceeding 
of a meeting ol the people of the county of Louise 
in the state ol Virginia, expressive of the sentiment) 
of that meeting—sentiinents, Mr. G. said, very ge 
nerally concurring with his own particular views 
The resolutions expressed the general concurrenc 
of tliat meeting ia tlie views of the administratio: 
properat the other end of the avenue, which ditfere 
widely from the adininistration improper at this en 
of the avenue. 

The resulotions were received and laid on th 
table. 

Mr. Kenaedy, from the committee on commerce 
reported a resolution calling on the president for 
full return of officers now employed in the variou) 
departments, with a view to reduction of expendi) 
tures in those particulas. Passed. 

The unfinished business of the inorning hoor wal 
the following resolution, lieretolore offered by Mi 
J. G. Floyd: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States lj 
requested to inform this house, if not incogipatib 
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with the publie interest, whether any officer ol the ar- 
my, or the attorney general of the United States has, 
sinee the 4th of March last, been direeted to visit the 
state of New York for any purpose eonneeted witb the 
üinprisonment or trial of Alexander MebLeod; and if 
so, to communicate to this house copies of the instrue- 
tions to, and repurt of such officer; and whether, by any 
'exeeutive measures or correspondence, the British go- 
'vernment has been given tu understand that Mr. Me- 
Leod will be released or surrendered. 

Mr. Morgun, (who was entitled to the floor) re- 
marking that so long a time had elapsed since he 
had been entitled to the floor that he had almost for- 
gotton what he intended tosay, addressed the house 
briefly on the subject of the resolution, and espeei- 
ally in reply to remarks heretofore made by bis 
colleague from Otsego, (Mr. Bowne). 

Mr. Barnard then obtained the floor, but yielded 
it to 

Mr. Bowne, who rejoined briefly to Mr. Morgan. 

Mr. Burnard again took the floor, and intimated 
his desire to address the house, but suggested that, 
as the morning hour was far advanced, the resolu- 
tion should go over for to-day. 

Mr. Maxwell moved to lay the resolution on the 
table, upon which, on motion of Mr. J. G. Floyd, 
the yeas aud nays were ordered. 

The house refused to lay ou the lable: yeas 79, 
nays 107. 

[A message was here received from the senate, 
inlorming the house of the lailure of the bank bill, 
in consequence of less than two-thirds of the senate 
voting for it, on its being returned by the president 
with his objeetions; also, that the president bad 
signed the bankrupt bill; and that the senate had 
concurred with the house in their amendments to 
the bill rechartering the banks of the Distriet ol 
Columbia.] 

At the reqnest of Mr. Barnard, the “MeLeod 
resolution" was laid over. 

The joint resolution, from the senate, ordeiing 
the distribution of eopies ol the compendium of the 
ceusus among the states, was then taken up; and 
after some inquiries and remarks from Messrs. 
Dawson, Fillmore and Williams, it was referred to 
the eomunittee on the judiciary. - 3 

The house took up the bill No. S, being a bill 
making appropriations for various fortifications, for 
ordnance. and for preventing and suppressing In- 
dian hostilities, which had been reported yesterday 
from the committee of tbe whole on the state of 
the union with the ainendments of the senate, and 
the amendments thereto reported by the committee 
of ways aad means. 

Mr. Dawson objected to the latter amendments 
as out of order, iucorperating as they did the sub- 
stanee of another bill on the table. A brief debate 
ensued on the pointof orderbetween Messrs. Daw- 


son, Fillmore and others, the speaker, deciding that | 


the amendinents were in order, 

Mr. Irwin made some remarks on the subject of 
amendments formerly proposed by him to provide 
for a western armory. 

A desultory debate then ensued between Messrs. 
Irwin, Fillmore, Cave Johnson, Howard and others, 
as to the order in which the amendments should be 
voted on. 

Messrs. Triplett, Irwin, Fillmore, Rheti, Tomlin- 
son and Hunt, remarked upon the amendments. 

Mr. Huut moved the previous question—whieb 
was ordered, as well as the yeas and nays. 

The house then concurred with the eommittee in 
the ainendinent to the senate's amendmeut—yeas 
124, nays 72. 

The house then concurred in the first senate 
amendment, (appropriating $50,000 for fortifica- 
tions at Detroit), without a division. 

The house refused to concur in the second senate 
amendment, (appropriating $50,000 to surveys for 
defenees)—yeas 90, nays 101. 

The house concurred in the éhird amendment of 
tbe senate without a division. 

The fourth amendmeut was rejeeted—yeas 79, 
nays 115. 

The fifth amendment was agreed to. 

The ainendments were ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Irwin moved a reconsideration of all the 
votes just taken, and half au hour was eousumed iu 
taking the yeas and nays on this motion—the house 
refusing to reconsider—yeas 74, aays 119. 

And the amendments, as amended, were ordered 
to be engrossed and sent to the senate for concur- 
renee. 

On motion of Mr. Sergeant the house resolved it- 
selt iuto eommittee of the whole on the state of the 
union, (Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, iu the chair), and 
took up house bill No. 14, heing a bill reported 
from the seleet committee appointed by this house 
on the subject of the currency, entitled **a bill to 
ineorporate the subscribers to the fiscal bank of the 
Uuited States." 
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Mr. Sergeant said that he would state to the eom- 
mittee what he meant to propose to them. ‘The 
cotomittee would undoubtedly reeolleet the nature 
of the bill whieh had been reported by tbe commit- 
tee on the curreney some considerable time ago, 
and whieh was numbered “fourteen.” His inten- 
tion was now to move to amend the bill by striking 
out all alter the enaeting clause, and inserting what 
he would send tothe chair. His intention, lurther, 
was to ask, upou this motion being made and cer- 
taio amendments which he intended. to propose be- 
ing presented to the committee, that the committee 
should rise, in order that he inight, in the bouse, 
move the printing of those amendments that they 
might be laid belore tbe members of the house.— 
And then, as soon as that was done, he would ask 
the house to go into committee of the whole on the 
state of the uoion for the purpose of taking up the 
subject. 

Mr. Vise rose and expressed his wish that, he- 


fore any aetion shonld be taken on the amendments, | 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Sergeant] 
would state the eontents of tbem as briefly and sue- 
cintly as he eould. 

Mr. Gilmer rose, he said, merely to ask that the 
amendments migbt be read before they were order- 
ed to be printed. He would then be very glad to 
hear any explanation the gentleman from Peunsyl- 
vania [Mr. Sergeant] might think proper to make. 

Mr. Charles Brown said that it would be neces- 
sary to read the bill and amendments [rom begin- 
ning to end before ordering the amendments to be 
printed. 

The clerk then read bill No. 14, with the amend- 
ments proposed by Mr. Sergeaat. 

Mr. Sergeani said that, as several inquiries had 
been made of him with regard to this bill he would 
now proceed to make a short statement, to show in 
what respects it differed from that recently before 
this house. He would say, first, that there were 
two or three verbal errors in this bill, and there were 
words, in two or three places, whieh he thought bad 
better have been left out, and which were intended 
to have been omitted by the committee. There 
were several gentlemen in the present congress who 


entertained extreme hostility to the word “bank,” | 


and, as far as he was eoncerued, he felt every dis- 
position to indalge their feelings, and lie had there- 
fore endeavored throughout this bill to avoid using 
the word “bank.” 1t that word anywhere remain- 


Mr. Lewis Williams said that the house had not 
got the veto message, and eould not, therefore, or- 
der the priuting of it. 

Aud the speaker so deeided. 

Alter some conversation, Mr. W. Cost Johnson 
moved the previous question on the motion to print; 
and there was a second. And the main question 
(beiug on the printing) was ordered to be taken. 

The ameudmeut ol Mr. lVilliams was voted 
down. And the motion of Mr. Sergeunt was 
agreed to. So the amendinents were onlered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Bronson, of Maine, moved a reconsideration 
of the vote of yesterday by which the aecounts for 
| the funeral expenses of the late president of the U. 
ee Win. H. Harrison, had been ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Stanly moved the previous question; pending 
which the house adjourned. E 

Salurday, Aug. 24. The unfinished business of 
yesterday was the motion of Mr. Bronson, of Maine, 
to reconsider the vote by which the aeeouuts for 
| the funeral expenses of the late president of the U. 
States, gen. Wm. Henry Harrison, had been order- 
ed to be printed. 

The immediately pending question was on the 
demand of Mr. Stanly lor the previous question. 
| Mr. Stanly withdrew that motion. 
| Aud Mr. Bronson, atter an explanation from him- 
| i and Mr. Botls, withdrew his motion to recon- 
| sider. 

Mr. Sergeant offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That at 4 e'elock on Monday next all de- 

bate in committee of the whole on the bill (No. 14) to 
jineorporate the subscribers to the “fiscal bank of the 
| United States” shall cease, and the committee shall 
then proceed to vote on the amendments then pending: 
or that may be offered to said bills and the saine shall 
then be reported to the house with such amendments 
as may have been agreed to by the eommittee: Py ovid- 
| ed, That nothing in this resolution shall prevent the 
| eouiittoe. froni reporting the bill to the house at an 
| earlier hour 1f t shall think fit. 
ud Mr. 8, moved the previous question. 
| Mr. C. Johnson moved to lay the resolution on 
the table; which was rejeeted, yeas $7, nays 110. 
After soine remarks of an excitable eharacter, the 
| question on the adoption of the resolntion was ta- 
i and deeided in the aMirmative, yeas 116, nays 
| 49. 
Whereupon the house, on motion of Mr. Sergeant, 


| 


ed as applieable to the being it was proposed tojagain resolved itself into committee of the whole 
ereate by this law, let it go out—let it go out.— | on tlie state of the union, (Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, 
Now, the word “eorporation” sounded well, [ laugh- | in the chair), aud resumed the consideration ot the 
ter], and he was glad to perceive it gave pleasure} bill No. 14, to incorpoiate the subscribers to the 


tothe house. At all events they had a new word 
to fight against. Now, the ditlerenee hetween this 
bill aud that whieh passed this house some days 
ago would be seen by comparison. The present | 
differed from the other principally in three or four | 
particulars, and there were some other parts of the | 
bill which varied, in minor pariieulars, from that: 
whieh had been belore the house a few days ago, | 
Those ditlereuees gentlemen would have no diffi- | 
eulty in discoveriug and understanding when the 
bill should have been printed. He would uow pro- | 
ceed to answer the inquiries of gentlemen in refe- 
renee to this bill. Mr. S. then stated the following | 
as the substantial points of difference between the 
two bills: 

1. The capital in tbe former bill was thirty mil- 
lions, with power to extend it to fifty millions. 1n 
this bill twenty-one milllons, with power to extend 
it to thirty-five millions. 

2, The former bill provided for offices of discount 
and deposit. In this there are to be ageneies only. 

3. The dealings of the eorporatioun are to be eon- 
fined to buying and selling foreign bills of exehange, 
includiog bills drawn in oue state or territory and 
payable in another. There are to be no discounts. 

4. The title of the corporation is changed. 

Mr. Wise raised the point of order that this bill) 
was, in substance, the same as that which had yes-- 
terday been rejected, and that it eould not, there- 
fore, be taken up; otherwise the constitutional pro- 
vision might tlus be evaded. 

After some eonversation, the chairman overruled 
the objection, on the ground that the measures were 
not the same, though parts of theta might be simi- 
lar. Noappeal being taken, the motion of Mr. Ser- 
geant was put and agreed to. And the committee 
rose and reported progress on the bill. 

Mr. Sergeant moved that the amendments offered 
by him in committee be printed. 

Mr. Williams, of Maryland, moved to amend 
that amendment by adding, ‘and tbat every part of | 
the amendments whieh is not literally eontained in | 
the original bill proposed to be struck out, shall be 
printed in ttaties.”” 

Mr. Wise moved to amend the amendment by 
adding, ‘and that the veto message be printed for 
the use of the members of this house." 


fiscal bank of the United States. 

Mr. Sergeant then offered the amendments indi- 
cated by lia yesterday, first moving to strike out 
all wfter the enacting clause. 

Mr. 5. proceeded to explain the amendments 
and the advautages to result from the passage of the 
Uil. Mr. S. spoke to the expiration of the hour 
aud then resuincd his seat, without eoncludine his 
reinarks. 3 

Mr. Wise obtained the floor, and addressed the 
conumittee in opposition to the bill, and on the sub- 
jeet of the veto, the cabinet, &e. &c. 

The hour having elapsed, Mr. Turney rose and 
inoved to strike out the enacting clause of the bill. 

The ebairman deeided that this motion took pre- 
eedenee over (he motion of Mr. Sergeant. 

Whereupon, Mr. IVise rose, and, being reeoanis- 
ed by the ehairinan, was proceeding to address tlie 
cominittee during a second hour, 

A question of order arose, whieh resulted in the 
decision of the ehairman that, the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. Turney) being a new 
motion, and the gentleman from Virginta (Mr. 
Wise) having first addressed the chair, and been re- 
eognised by it, the latter gentleman was entitled to 
proceed. No appeal was taken. Mr. Wise pro- 
ceeded in his remerks, 

After Mr. W. had elosed, Mr. Marshall, of Ken- 
tucky, obtained the floor, the committee then rose 
and reported progress. j 

Mr. Profit asked leave to introdnee a resolution 
declaring that it congress ehartered a fiscal agent, 
it should reserve the power to repeal the Same 
whenever it saw fit. 

Objeetion was made, and the house adjourned. 

_ Monday, Aug. 23. After the reading and corree- 
tion of the journal, Mr. Reynolds, newly elected re- 


| presentative [rom Illinois, was introduced and sworu 


in by the speaker. 
i On motion of Mr. Sergeani, the house resolved 
itsell iuto rommittee of the whole on the state of 
the union, (Mr. Diwson, of Georgia, in the ehair) 
on house bil] No. 11, being a bill to ineorporate the 
subscribers to the fiscal bank of the United States. 
The pending question being on the motion of Mr. 
Turney to strike out the enacting clause of the bill. 
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Mr. Marshall, (who was entitled to the far 
addressed the committee during the honr with great 
power and cloquence, in favor of the bill, and in| 
emphatic reply to the speech of Mr. ]Vise deliver- 
ed on Saturday last. 1n some parts of the remarks 
of Mr. M. loud manifestations of satisfaction were 
witb difficulty restrained. The speech was brought | 
toan abrupt close by the expiration of the honr, the 
rule having been rigidly entorced. 

The debate, which was directed bul little to the 
provisions ot the bill, and partook mucb of a politi- 
cal character, was continued by Messis. Gilmer, 
Proffil, W. C. Johnson, Pope, Everett and Underwood. 

'The hour of four having arrived, the house, in 
pursuance of its order of Saturday, proceeded witb- 
out further debate to vote on the amendments that 
were pending, or that might be offered. 

The first question was on the motion of Mr. Tur- 
ney to strike ont the enacting clause of the bill; and, | 
hy ayes 82, noes 102, it was rejected. 

The question then reenrred on the motion of Mr. 
Sergeant, to strike out all after the enacting clause, | 
and insert the amendmeuts heretofore indicated by 
him. 

Mr. Bidlack offered certain amendments to the 
lundamental law of the corpnration, all of wbich 
were voted down. 

Mr. Wise moved to amend the bill in the second | 
line, by striking out the words **in the District of. 
Columbia,” (as the location of the mother institn- 
tion). Lost. 

Mr, W. IV. Irwin moved to amend the 9th sec- | 
tion of the fundamental article by striking out ali | 
that portion which restricts the corporation to deal- | 
ings in any thing except foreign bills of exchange, 
&c. &e. and inserting that part of Mr. E wings pro- 
ject which restricted the corporation to dealing in 
promissory notes, called bills of exchange, gold and 
silver, &c. Lost: ayes 48, noes 108. 

Mr, Sergeant moved to amend the 9th fundamen- 
tal article, in the 109th line, after the word “terri- 
tory," by inserting the words “the District of Co- 
luimbia ineluded.”? Agreed to. 

Mr. Roosevell moved an amendment to the same 
article making all bills payable at sight. Lost: ayes 
58, noes 109. 

Mr. Rooseveli moved to amend the 6th seetion in 
line 40, atter the words “par value,” by inserting | 
the words “the proceeds to be applied to the pay- 
inent of (he public debt." Lost, | 

Mr. Roosevelt moved to amend the 7th section, 
line 11, after the words “nature or quality,” by in-| 
serting the words “except promissory notes." Lost. 

Mr. Sprigg moved to amend the 9th article, (at) 
tine 109), by adding the words “including bills or 
dratis drawn in any state orterritory and payable in 
the saine state or territory in which they aic drawn.” 
Lost. 

Mr. Shields offered the following amendment, | 
which was rejected: insert in the 4th line of the 9th 
clause of section 11, after the word “another,” the | 
words “and uot having longer to ron than sixty 
days.” 

Certain other amendments were offered by Mr. 
Y. IV. Irwin, which were rejected. 

Mr. Pope moved to strike out the 21st section, 
(or that which prohibits the government fram estab- 
lishing another corporation during the existence of | 
ihi). Lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sergeant was then agreed to, 
aud the moendments offered by him were, by ayes 
1t3, noes 55. Agreed to. 

And then, on motion ot Mr. Sergeant, the com- 
Jniltee rose aud reported the bill to the house. 

And the question being on concurring with the 
committee in the amendments and ordering the bill 
to a third reading. Mr. Sfauly moved the previous 
question, and there was a second. I 

Mr. Sprigg asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question, which were ordered. . i 

And the question on ordering the main question 
was then taken, ant decided in the athrimative: 
yeas 120, nays 97. So the house determined that 
the main question should now be taken, 

The house then concurred with the committee of 
the whole in the amendments. 

And the question being on ordering the bill and 
amendments to be engrossed for a third reading, 
Mr. Eastman asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered; and, being taken, were yeas 123, nays Pt. 
So the bill was ordered to be cugrossed tor a third 
reading. 

And it was ordered to be read a third time now. 

Aud the. bill having been read. by its title; Mr. 
Morgan moved the previous question. 

Mr. Wise, (who had endeavored to get the floor), | 
suhinitted to the speaker that the bill had not been 
read a third time. 
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Mr. Wise insisted on the bill being read at large; 
after which, he said, gentlemen could start fair for 
the floor. 

Aud the clerk then read the whole bill through, 
which occupied nearly an hour. 

And the question being on the final passage there- 
of. Mr, 4. L. Fosler, of N. Y. obtained the floor, 
and moved the previous question. 

Mr. Cave Johnson moved lo lay the bill on the 
table; and asked tbe yeas and nays on tbat motion; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were: yeas 
93, nays 126. So the bill was not laid on the table. 

And the question reenrring on the demand for 
the previons question, there was a second. And 
the main question was ordered to be taken. And 
on the main question, "Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. Stanly asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and being taken, resnited as tollows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 
8. J. Andrews, Arnold, Ayerieg, Babcock, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Barton, Birdseye, Blaek, Blair, Boardman, Bor- 
den, Batts, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, 
Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, William Butler, Calhoua, 
William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Clark, Cooper, Cranstan, 
Cravens, Cushing, William C. Dawson, Deberry, John 
Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. L. Foster, 
Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, 
Grabam, Green, Greig, Habersham, Hall, Halsted, W. 
S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James 
Irvine, James, Win. C. Jolinson, Isaac D. Jones, Jobn 
P. Kennedy, King, Lane. Lawrence, Linn, Thomas F. 
Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Max- 
well, Maynard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Nis- 
het, Osborne, Owsley, Pierce, Pendleton, l'ope, Powell, 
Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Ran- 
dolpl, Rayner, Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, 
Sinith, Stanly, Stokeley, Stratton, John T. Stuart, A. 
11. H. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John D. Thomp- 
son, R. W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlin- 
son, Triplett, Trainbull, Underwood, Wallace, War- 
ren, Washington, Edward D. White, Jos. L. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wiliams, C. H. Wu- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthorp, Yorke, Augus. 
Young, John Young— 125. 

NA YS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Bec- 
son, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, William O. Batler, Green W. Cald- 
well, Patrick C. Caldwell, J. Campbell, Cary, Chap- 
man, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Richard 
D. Davis, John B. Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, East- 
man, John C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, John G- Floyd, 
Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F, Foster, Gerry, 
Gilmer, William ©. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, Harris, 


| John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Hous- 


toa, IIubbard, [Iuoter, Ingersoll, William W. Irwin, 
Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew 
Kennedy. Lewis, Littleticld, Abraham McClellan 
Robert MeClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, John 
Thomson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, Newhard, 
Parmenter, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Reding, Rey- 
nolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saun- 
ders, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Steenrod, Sunipter, Swe- 
ney, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, James W. Williams, Wise, Wood—94. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. J. €. Olark moved a reconsideration of the 
vote just taken, and asked the previous question. 
And there was a second, 

And the main question, (being on the reconside- 
ratioun), was ordered, and, being taken. The vote 
was not reconsidered, 

And the question then being on the litle of the 
bill, Mr. Sergeant moved to amend the saine by in- 
serting in lieu of the present title the words: tan 
act to provide for the better collection, safe- keeping 


of citizens of the town of Petersburg, at which the 
venerable and patriotic general Daniel C. Botts pre- 
sided, and Chas. Campbell, esq. acted as secretary, 
The resolutions were read, and laid on the table. 


, On leave given, Mr. Coles, presented a memorial 
signed by a number ot merchants, manufacturers 
and mechanics of the town of Lynchburg, in the’ 
state of Virginia, remonstrating against the passage 
of any bankiupt law at this extra session. 

The memorial was laid on the table. 

On leave given, the following memorials were 
presented and appropriately referred: 

Mr. W. W. Irwin, of Penusylvania, presented the 
memorial of John Graham and divers other citizens 
of Butler, Armstrong, Venangoand Clarion coun- 
ties, stating the inconvenieoce which they suffer. 
for the want of a post office on the road leading from 


Butler, in Butler county, Pennsylvania, to Emlin. 


ton, in Venango county, in said state, and praying 
that the road between those two points via North 
Washington may be declared a post road. 

_ Memorial of Lewis Chambers and divers others, 
citizens of said counties, to a similar effect. 

Meinorial of Messrs. Carling, Robertson & Co. 
and otbers, manufacturers of glass, in Alleghany 
county, in the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
praying for the admission of soda ash and pipe clay 
free of duty. Laid on the table. 

On leave given, Mr. Rodney nffered the following 
resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
commnnicare to this house the several reports made by 
lieut. Emory, of the engineer corps, in relation to the 
situation and improvement of thc harbor at Newcastle, 
on the river Delaware. 

On leave given, Mr. McKay offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be, nnd 
he is hereby, directed to submit to this house at the 
commencement of the next session, an estimate of a 
sum of money which may be nevessary to defray the 
expenses of collecting the publie revenue, that an ap- 
propriation for the same may be made by congress. 

On leave given, Mr. Moore, of Louisiana, offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office and 
post roads be iustructed to inquire into the expediency 
of changing the route between Natchez, Mississippi, 
und Harrisonburg, Louisiana, so as to run once a week 
by Waterproof Landing and Sicily island, and once 
a week by Flowery Mound and ‘Trinity; and also of 
establishing a post route on the west side of the river 
Mississippi, in the state of Lonisiana, from Fort Adnms 
to Lake Providence via Vidalia, Richmond and Milli- 
keo’s Bead. 

On leave given, Mr. Cowen offered the following 
resolution, which, given rise to debate, was ordered 
to lie over: 

Resolved hy the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That the president of the United States be, and he 
hereby is, requested to cause such ingniries and exami- 
nations to be made as he may decm expedient to enable 
congress to ascertain the most favorable situation for 
the establishment of a western armory in the western 
and southwestern states, and communicate the infor- 
mation collected by said inquiries and examinations to 
congress at the next session thereof, and that the sum 
of five thausand dollars be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated ro delray the expenscs of such inquiries 
and examinations, to be paid out of any money in the 
trcasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. Broadman, trom the committee on public 
buildings and grounds, made the following report: 
The committee on publie buildings and grounds, 


and disbursement of the publie revenue, by means | to whom was referred the petition of the stoue- 
of a corporation to be styled the Fiscal Corporation | entters and other workmen on the publie buildings 


of the United States." 

Mr. Sergeant asked the previous question; and 
there was à second. 

Aud the main question, (being on the amend- 
ment to the fille), was ordered; and, being taken. 
The bill was atnended accordingly. 

Mr. Hise moved to reconsider the vote just taken, 
by whieli the title had been amended; on which mo- 
tion, he said, he had a few words to say. 

Mr. W. then addressed the hnuse, (amidst some 
interruption on points of order), lor nearly half an 
hour. When he withdrew the motion to reconsider. 
And, at seven o'clock, the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Aug. 24. On leave given, Mr. Jones, 
of Virginia, offered certain resolutions adopted by a 
public mecting of the people of Goochland county, 
Virginia, opposed to a rational bank, a tariff for 
protection, creation of a loan, &c. 

As these resolutions bad been printed by order 
of the senate, and were now in the possession of 
members, he would move that they be laid on the 
table, 

Aud the motion being agreed to, the resolutions 


The speaker said that the reading of the bill by | were laid on the table. 


the title had been called for, and ithad been so read 
uccordingly. 


Op leave given, Mr, Cary presented resolutions 
adopted, (he caid), by a most respectable meeting 


at Washington praying an appropriation far the 
continuance of said buildings, report: That, agreea- 
bly to order, they have had said petition under con- 
sideration, and are of opinion that the prayer thereof 
ought not to be granted. The committee are satis- 
fied that the petitioners are proper subjects of com- 
misseration, but it is not deemed advisable to grant 
them the relief asked, because the designs for the 
works spoken of in the petition are not completed 
and appioved, nor the material of which they are 
to be constructed determined on, nor is it probable 
they will be during the present session, the rules of 
proceeding of this house prohibiting the committee 
from entering into the consideration of these sub- 
jects at present; because if those designs and plans 
were perfected and approved, and the material de- 
termined on, the committee are decidedly of opi- 
nion that the construction shonld be made by con- 
traet, as much the best plan which has been or ean 
be devised for the constructinn of public buildings. 
It insures the completion at a 10uch. earlier period, 
and at a much less expenditure of the public trea- 
sure. The committee ask to be discharged froin the 
further consideration ot the petition. 


The report was laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 
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Mr. Saunders, from the committee on the judi- 
ciary, to whom had been referred the joint resolu- 
tion from tlie senate providing lor tbe distribution 
of the printed returns of the sixth census, reported 
the same with an amendment, (in relation to the 
number of copies), which was concurred in. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed. 
And the bill having been ordered to a third reading 
at this time, wae read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Tillinghast, the house resolv- 
ed itself into committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, (Mr. Everett, of Vermont, in the 
chair). 

Mr. Tillinghast moved that the committee take 
up the joint resolution providing for the distribution 
of the digest of patents. 

Mc. Briggs moved that the committee take up 
the bill making appropriations for the post office 
department. 

r. Gilmer moved that the committee take up 
the bill providing for placing the statue of Wash- 
ington in the rotundo of the capitol. 

The motion of Mr. Briggs having prevailed, the 
committee proceeded to the eonsideration of house 
bill No. 30 to make appropriations for the post office 
department. The bill having been read, Mr. Briggs 
explained the condition ot the department, and the 
necessity with reference to it, of granting this ap- 
vropriation, npwards of two hundred and sixty- 
seven tbonsand dollars of which bad fallen due prior 
to and within the quarter ending Mareh 31st, be- 
yond any means in tbe department to meet the de- 
mand, 

Mr. Gilmer expressed his concurrence in the 
views of the gentleman trom Massacbusetts, ( Mr. 
Briggs). That gentleman bad made out a clear 
case of jnstice and necessity. 

Mr. G. offered the following amendment, to come 
in at the end of the bill. 

“Provided, That the money hereby appropriated 
shall be accounted for by the post office depart- 
ment hereafter, when the condition of its funds shall 
permit; to be refunded into the treasury, or de- 
ducted from any sums which the post office de- 
partment may heretofore have paid into the treasu- 
T s 
The debate was continued by Messrs. Roosevelt, 
J. G, Floyd, Saltonstall, Cave Johnson, Dawson, ot 
Georgia, Chitleaden, Tillinghast, Clifford, Morgan, 
Hopkins, Bidlack, Browne, Briggs and Campbell. 

The arguments employed by the gentlemen on 
both sides were very similar, and may be generally 
stated as follows: 

The bill was opposed— 

1, Because it introdueed a new principle, or at 
least a new practice iato the government, viz: pay- 
ing the debts of the post office department out of 
the general treasury of the government, instead of 
keeping it separate, causing its receipts to meet its 
expenditures; when they were redundant, extending 
mail facilities; and when they were deficient, cur- 
tailing mail facilities. 

2. Because it assumed the existence of a debt 
whicb was not, and conld not be authentically stat- 
ed, inasmuch as there had not been time to receive 
the necessary returns in relation to the payment of 
drafts on postuasters. 

3. Because the estimates on which the bill was 
founded included $150,000 to he retained in the de- 
partment as a fund to meet contingencies; and it 
was wrong to drain the treasury to place such a 
fund at the disposal of the postmaster general. 

4. Because the postmaster general differed in 
opinion frora the president, and ought to resign. 

5. Because he was incoinpetent to his office. 

6. Because he had three times been rejected by 
the people of his own state. 

7. Because he had stopped a Sunday mail be- 
tween New York and Boston, which looked like an 
attempt to introduce a system which had once be- 
fore been pressed by a certain portion of the com- 
munity, aud utterly rejected and put down by pub- 
lic opinion. 

8. Because he had carried out a system of pro- 
scription in the removal of postmasters, contrary to 
whig professions and promises betore the election. 
One postmaster had been appointed because his re- 
commendations stated that he was “a steamboat iu 
politics." 

9. Because, by a proper economy, the whole of 
the present debt might be paid otf, as Amos Kendall 
had paid off a debt of $500,000 cntailed upon him 
by Mr. Barry. 

10. Because Amos Kendall was the best post- 
master general the country had ever seen since the 
foundation of the government, and had been remov- 
ed to make way tor the present incumbent. 

1t. Because, if this debt was once paid ont of the 
treasury, it would introduce a precedent which 
would eventually be followed, and would lead to 
great waste and extravagance. 


burden? 

13. Because the contractors, when they made 
their contracts, looked only to the receipts of the 
department for their security; and, if these were in- 
sufficient, they could not complain; they never looked 
to the treasnry for their pay. 

14. Becanse the only control congress has over 
the postmaster general is to lunit his revenues. 

15. Because $150,000 had already been appro- 
priated to the post office in Wasbington. 


15. As to Mr. Granger’s having becn three times 
rejected by the people of New York for a state ot- 
fce, so had Mr. Van Buren been three times reject- 
ed for the presidency of the union. 

16. It is no more than fair, even on the principle 
that the post office is to be kept independent of the 
treasury, that the treasury sbould give tlie post office 
this halt million, beeause tlie treasury has hereto- 
lore received from the post office over a million. 

17. What evidence is there of a disposition to 
raise a high tariff, because gentlemen plead that the 


16. Because the 2 cents allowed to postmasters | governinent should pay an honest debt? 


for the delivery of franked documents amounted to 


18. The mail contractors’ contracts are made with 


$200,000 a year, aud sometimes brought the depart- | the government, therefore the government is bound 


ment in debt to a post. office instead of the post 
office to the department. 

The bill was advocated— 

1. On tlie ground that this money was a govern- 
inent debt, undeoiably due. 

2. That the constitütion knew no difference be- 
tween public debts, whether due from one depart- 
ment or another. 

3. That it made no difference to what contrac- 
tors might have looked as their security, the go- 
vernment was bound for every debt justly and pro- 
perly contracted by any one of its anthonsed agents. 

4. Because the contractors were suttering for| 


[to pay the money: if the department cannot, the 
treasury must. 
The committee then rose (for want of a quorum). 
and, at a little after 3 o’elock, the house adjourned, 
Wednesday, Aug. 25. On leave given, Mr. Par- 
menter presented the petition of Wm. Parker and 
others for admission free of duty ot certain articles 
| used in the manufacture of glass. Also, the peti- 
tion of C. W. Wood and others, of Ashby, Massa- 
chusetts, for the discontinuance of the spirit ration 


[2 fhe United States navy. Referred to the com- 


mittee on naval affairs. 
The speaker laid before the house a letter from 


want of the money they bad earned—their stock; in | Wm. W. Seaton, esq. mayor of the city of Wash- 
some cases, having been detached, in others under | ington, communicating a copy of the proceedings 
execution, and, in some cases, actually sold. [of a large and highly respectable meeting of citi- 

5. Because the contractors had exhibited great | zens, expressive of the opinion of the meeting un 


zeal and fidelity in the discharge of their contracts, 
and great forbearance and patience under unmerit- 
ed embarassment and suffering. 

In reply to the arguments on the other side, it 
was contended— 

1. That Mr. Granger was not answerable for this 
debt, it having been due before he came into ollice. 

2. That the debt could be known and was known 
very nearly, notwithstanding all the returns were 
not actually in. 

3. That the report rested in part on the respon- 
sibility of Mr. Whittlesy, the auditor general of 
the post office department, whose accuracy, in- 
dustry and fidelity were above all doubt or suspi- 
cion. 

4. That Mr. Granger's conduct in removals or 
appointinents bad nothing to do with the debts of 
the government or the rights of its creditors. 

5. That Mr. Granger did no more than his duty 
in removing improper incuinbents. 

6. That his rule in removals had been to remove 
those only who had prostituted their offices to poli- 
tical purposes, and made themselves busy partisans 
at elections. 

7. That while some complained of the number 
removed, more persons complained that so many 
violent partisans were still retained in office. (Go- 
vernor Marcy for one). 

5. That there was no more reason the post office 
departinent shonld be kept independent of the trea- 
sury than that the navy departinent or the war de- 
partment should. And congress might as well re- 
fuse to appropriate for the navy department be- 
cause it did not take prizes enough to support its 


own expenses, or for the war departinent because it | 


did not conquer territory enough to pay for its own 
expenses. 


9. Because, when the constitution gave a power | 


to congress to establish post offices and post roads, 
it impliedly required congress todo so. And, if eon- 
gress did so, it must pay whatever it cost to estab- 
lish and to keep tbem up. 

10. Because the insufficiency of its revenues no 


the late riotous proceedings of a few disorderly 
| persons, most of them presumed to be non-residents, 
and ot the outrage on the feelings of the president 
ol the United States on the occasion of his rejection 
jol the bank bill. "These proceedings are signed by 
| the highly respectable committee appointed by the 
meeting tor the pnrpose of making known its views 
and wishes to the president and the two houses of 
congress, and which consists of Mr. Seaton, the 
mayor, Richard S. Coxe, Joseph Biyan, Nathan 
Towson and Jobn P. Van Ness, esqs. The pro- 
ceedings weie referred to the committee lor the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. Briggs, the house again resolv- 
ed itself into coinrnittee of the whole ou tlie state of 
tbe union, (Mr. Everett, of Vermont, in the chair), 
on the bill making appropriations for the post ollice 
department. 

The pending question being on the motion of Mr. 
Gilmer to amend the bill by making it the duty of the 
department to refund the money to the treasury. 

Messrs. Cary, Steenrod, Hopkins, Littlefield and 
Gordon, made some remarks, when 

Mr. Arnold took the floor, and addressed the com- 
mittee during an hour, in a speech upon the gene- 
ral political condition of parties, upou the political 
toptes which had been introduced in the debate, 
and in reply to the remarks of Mr. Cave Johnson 
and other members who had preceded him. 

Mr. Stanly replied to Mr. Arnold, and in opposi- 
tion to the course pursued by Mr. Botis. 

Mr. Botts followed in explanation, and replied to 
the remarks of Mr. Stanly. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Proffit, Dawson and Briggs. 

Mr. McKay then proposed the following modified 
proposition as an amendment of the gentleinan trom 
Virginia, (Mr. Gilmer). 

“That the president of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, authorised, in case it is necessary to 
enable the post office department to ineet its pre- 
sent engagements and pay its debts, to cause a suin 
not exeeeding three hundred aud forty-seven thou- 


more discharged congress from this duty than would | sand dollars of the money which may be borrowed 
the insufficiency of court fees discharge congress | in execution of the act entitled ‘an aet authorising a 
from the duty of establishing courts inferior to the |loan not exceeding the sam of twelve toillions of 


supreme court, and providing for the administration | 


of justice to tbe people. 

11. Because the numberof unpaid mail contrac- 
tors was very large, being over 400: and the amount 
due them not less than $497,607, ($30,000 due to 
one contractor). 

12. Because the credit of the government was the 
honor of the country, and it was disgraceful that 
men who had faithfully served the publie should be 
ruined by the refusal of government to pay them 
their jnst dues. 

13. Because to refuse to pay the debt of a de- 
partment because members of congress had a per- 
sonal dislike or otber objection to the person at 
the head of the department, was not only open dis- 
honesty, but it was iutrodueing a revolutionary 
principle, which, if pursued, would destroy the go- 
vernment. 

14. As to tbe discontinuance of a single Sunday 
mail ronte, the whole of them had been disconti- 
nued hy Mr. Niles, a postmaster- general of the 


gentleman's own politics. The discontinuance ol | 


dollars,’ approved July 21st, 1811, to be applied to 
tlie use of such departiaent for the purposes afore- 
said, and to be reimbursable out of the aceruing 
tunds of the department; the said money to be ac- 
| counted for in the manner prescribed in tlie second 
section of the ‘act to change the orzanization of the 
post office department, and to provide more effec- 
tually for the settlement of tbe accounts thereof,’ 
passed, July 2, 1841." 

Mr. McK. trusted, he said, that the separation 
which had existed fortwenty years between the 
funds of the post office departinent and the funds of 
| the general treasury would still be preserved. And 
it could only be preserved by the adoption of this 
ameudrment. 

Mr. Briggs briefly opposed the proposition. 

The debate was further continued by Messis. 
Payne, C. Brown, James, of Penn. Cushing, Mar- 
shall and Wise, when Mr. Andrews moved that the 
committee rise; which motion prevailing tlie com- 
mittee rose and reported progress. 

And, at a late liour, the house adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE. 

Bank nomsEP. The Danville branch of the Farmers’ 
bank of Virginia was robbed on the night of the 21st 
or 22d, and $92,135 abstracted—of which, however, 
$72,135 were in notes mutulated and marked "cancel- 
led.” A reward of $5,000 has been offered for the de- 
tection of the robbers and recovery of the money. 


Tne Daxknurer Law. The number of signers to 
petitions, circulated in the state of New York alone, for 
a general bankrupt law, is as follows: city 29,912; 
country 32,234—10tal 62,196. LN. Y. Erp. 

Beer rarer. Paper has been made in England of 
the pulp of the heet after the saccharine matter has 
heen extracted for making sugar. Only the coarser 
kinds of paper have yet been attempted, but so far the 
experiment has beensuceessful, and a patent has been 
taken out for the process. 


BovqvET. The Paris correspondent of the National 
Intelligencer says—*“I reconnortered yesterday, a con- 
vocation of the laundresses of the nuinerous garrison 
of Versailles—scourers of the bed-linen, us they are fa- 
miliarly called. They were in their professional dis- 
habille, and numbered some eighty or a hundred. The 
whole American nnion could not have furnisbed sueh 
n bouquet of civilization, (f I may be alowed a violent 
metaphor); and imposing as they were, I found them | 
less remarkable as specimens than the larger horde of | 
female scavengers whom 1 lave seen collected near the | 
lotel de Ville in Paris.” 


Dreap sturr. With reference to the unfavorable 
prospects for the harvest in. the north. of. Europe, an | 
English paper received by the last arrival, eaicu- 
lates that one day's consumption of grain ia. France 
is equal to the freight of 175 vesscls of 100 tons each. 

That a day's consumption of the United Kingdom 
ol Great Britain and Ireland would freight 145 vessels 
of the same burden. í 

That thus it would require 320 vessels of 100 tons each, 
to convey to England and France a single day's supply 
of grain or flour. 

Taking the value of these arücles at £16 sterling 
or 400 [ranes, the ton, a duy's consumption wonld 
cost 12,800,000 francs, rather more than half a mil- 
lion of pounds sterling, or near two millions and a half 
dollars. 

In 1817, Great Britain imported supplies for 36 days. 
In 1518, for 73 days. In 1819, for 26 days. 

UN. Y. Cour. 


COLONIZATION sociery. From the 12th of May to 
ihe 12th of August, the contributions to the New York 
Colonization soviety were $3,712 30. 

CONGRESSIONAL. The land distribution and general 
pre-emption bill, which passed the house of representa- 
lives some time since, was amended in the senate by 
providing that the law should coase to eperate when- 
ever congress should lay a duty of more than 20 per 
cent. ad valurum upon imported articles—thus connect- 
ing this bill with the compromise act. 1n this form the 
Till passed the senate on the 26d inst. ayes 29, nays 
The decision was strictly a party vote, except 
ibat Mr. Preston, of S. C. voted in the negative. The 
bill is returned to the honse for their decision upon the 
anlendment. d 1 | 

The bill making an appropriation for the relief of the 
post office. departinent, passcd the house on the 26th, 
ayes 126, nays 49. 

The bill making an appropriation to defray the ex- 


23. 


penses of the funeral of the late president Wm. Llenry |; 


ilarrison, passed by a vote of 128 to 23—and the bill 
16lative fo placing tbe statute of Waslnngton in the ro- 
tunda passed without a division. 

The bill for establishing a fiscal corporation, reported 
in the house of representatives by Mr. Sergeant, as a 
substitute for the fiscal hank bill which was vetocd by 
the president, passed the house on the 23d, aad is now 
belore the senate. 


Deatus in New York during the last*weck, there 
were 224 deaths, whizh is more than in any week this 
year. Jn Baltimore 70, of whom 36 were under 2years, 
16 were free colored and 5 slaves. ! 

Amongst tlie obitnaries of the week we notice that of | 
the hone Gideon Lee, late representative in congress | 
who died at ns residence in Genava, N. Y. on the 
Qkst inst. 

David Williams, esq. died at Elizabethtown, N. J. on 
the Est inst, in. his 84th year, Mr. W. was engaged 
during the whole of the revolunonary war, and was 

wesent at the battles of Long Island and Munmouth. 
fe received a pension from government. 

Henry Brevoort, one of the richest men in New York, 
died in that city on Sunday last, aged nearly LOU years. 
Ile is thought to have been worth more than $2,000,000, 
He was onginally a market gardencr, and many years 
ago purchased for about $500 a small strip of land, 
which was then looked npon as being in the conntry. 
It is now the very centre of business in New York, 
and of eourse has tnereascd immensely in value. He 
held it until. his death. 

The New Orleans board of heal, under date of 
17ih instant, announce. the increase of yellow fever in 
thateity, aad that eight deaths lad occuired by it sinec 
the Lith. 


Tue DISPUTED TERRITORY. Two conipanics of U. 
States troops are on their way to the disputed territory 
to relieve the civil posse maintained there nt the joint 
expense of Maine and. Marsachnsetts. These will he 
the first government soldiers that have been there since 
the dispute eonmienced. 


Exeerions. It was stated in the last Register that 
the congressional election in Illinois had resulted in the 
choice of two Van Buren and one whig member. It 
appears from later accounts that two whigs have been 
elected from that state, Mr. Cusey beats his opponent 
200 votes. 

In Tennessee unofficial returns from all the counties 
but two, give for governor Junes, (W.) 50,962, Polk, 
(V. B), 47,527—whig majority 3,437. 

For the legislature the whigs gain two senatorial dis- 
tricts and lose une, which will make the next senate 
consist of 13 Van Buren and 12 whigs—that is counting 
Mr. Turney for Van Buren. For the house the whigs 
gain six and lose none—which gives them 39 to 36 Van 
Buren in the popular branch, and makes a majority of 
two whigs on joint hallot. 


EXpLosion at Syracuse, N. Y. On the night of the 
20th inst. a fire broke ontin a earpenter’s shop near 
the Oswego canal, and whilst the crowd of people were 
surrounding and endeavoring to extingnish it, 28 kegs 


| of powder which were conecaled there against the laws 


ofthe corporation ang without the knowledge of the 
people, exploded, spreading death and destruction 
around. ‘Thirty persons were killed and about fifty 
wounded, of whom several have since died. 


Facrory emis. The factory girls of Lowell had in 
deposit in the Savings bank, up to July of last year, 


| upwards of $305,000. The whole number of depositors 


were 978. It is a common thing for one girl to have 
$500 in'deposit. 

Fiovr. On the reeeption of the last news from Eng- 
land, flour advanced in the New York market to $6 75 
fur good brands, and at other ports in proportion. 


Gen. J. Hartan. Among the pussengers recently 
from Havre, by the packet Sylvie de Grasse, is general 
J. Harlan, of Philadelphia, who returns to his native 
city after an absence of nearly twenty years, princi- 


| pally passed in India and Central Asia, during which 


period he successively served as surgeon in the honor- 
able East India company’s service, in the Burmese war, 
the civil and military service, of lus highness the Maha 
Rajah Rungeet Tyng, prince of Lahore, including the 
government of the province Guzerath; and, lastly, 
aid-de-canip general to Dost Mahomed, kaen of Ca- 
bul; besides extensive peregrinations in the most inte- 
resting and less frequented parts of Central Asia, in- 
vindiug a year's residence in and about the plains of 
the Oreus. It has fallen to the lot of few men to en- 
counter such numerous and romantic adventures. It 
isto be hoped that he will, without delay, favor the 
public with his personal narrative. [U. S. Gaz, 


Hosrrrats. There are 1,326 hopitals in France 
which munister to 152,820 indigent persons per annum, 


Irmos tron. An extensive bed of iron ore, said 
to be of the best qnality, has recenily been found on 
Big creek, Hardin county, Illinois, within five miles of 
the Ohio river. The Sangamo Journal states that 
works have bcen erected, and that within the past 
year fonr or five hundred tons of pig metal, and be- 
tween one hundred and fifty and two hundred tons of 
castings have been sold from them. 


Importations. The N. York Express says: The 
packeis from England are bringing eumparatively 
large cargoes uf dry goods; and but few heavy pack- 
ages. ‘There is every prospect that the fall supply of 
dry goods will be large and well assorted. The pack- 
ave auction sales have not commenced; it is therefore 
inpossible to say how goods will pay. One thing is 
certain, the government will. derive a pretty large re- 
venue, much larger than wae expected a few months 
since. 

Jzwsr By late returns, the number of Jews, through- 
out all Russia, is fuand to be 1,054,349. In Poland, 
there are 111,307. In the city of Warsaw, they form 
one-fourth of the whole population. „e 


LvaxsEn TRADE. ‘The quantity of Inmber whieh has 
been brought to market from the forests in the state of 
Maine is estimated, in the Portland Advertiser, to be 
one hundred and sixty milions of feet, which on an 
average is worth $10 per thonsand feet, and yielded 
$1,000,000.  ‘Vhis quantity was received iran the Pe- 
nobscot, Kennebee and Androscoggin ‘tivers. It is 
added that the other rivers in the state yiclded sixty-five 
millions mare, which will make the aggregute product 
of the year $2,250,000. 

McLevup. ‘The term of the court at which the trial 
is to take place commences on the 27: Sept. at Utica. 


Prince pe JomwvinLE. The French frigate La Belle 
Poule, of sixty guns, commanded by the prinee de 
Joinville, and the corvette Le Cassard, of twenty guns, 
capt. luugeal, are hourly expected at New York, irom 
Newfoundland. The prince is now in command of 
the Freneh naval station at the latter place, 


Rati RUAD SPEED. An instance of the amazing ra- 
pidity with which communication can now be nflected 
through the medium of rail roads was allorded recent- 
ly in England. A special train was despatched from 
Birnnnsham to London, on. election business, at 12 P. 
M. (calling in its course at seven intermediate stations, 
and suffering delay altogether of fourteen minutes), 
and arrived ut Easton station at eleven minutes past 
three A. M. thus performing the distance of 112 1.2 
miles, exclusive of stoppages, in two hours and fifty- 
seven minutes? 


STRAMBOAT DISASTER. The New Orleans Courier 
has the following letter from an oflicer of the United 
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States army, dated steamer Louisiana, Point Coupee, 

August 13, 1811. 
^i: 1] send you a hasty report of the loss sustained 

by our regiment and the steamer, from the explosion of 

yesterday evening, for which I refer you to the letter of 

the captain of the Louisiana. 

5. “A” company—1 musician and 2 privates scalded; 
puvate Wilsoa killed; Vandyke missing. 

5. “D” company—Sergeant Ladd, enrporal Connelly; 
privates, Paxson, Hyland and Harris, missing. 

1. *B" company, one private missing. 

2. “G” company, privates ‘Townley and Mallory, mis. 
sing. 

5. “H” company, 1 musician,2 privates missing, and 
2 scalded. 

5. "K" company, musician post, and privates Weim 
and Wallack missing, and 2 privates scalded. 


13 total, killed 1, missing 15, scalded 7. 
spans of the steamer, 3 missing, 2 dead, and 4 seald- , 
ed. 


32 in all. Aggregate 3 dead, 11 scalded, and 18 mis- 
sing. 


STEAM TOWBOAT EXPLOSION. The towboat Swan, 
captain Lambert, while coming up the Mississippi river 
on Monday evening, 16th instant, haviog in tow brig 
Heber and schooner Alexander Washington, when op- 

osite Villere's plantation, fifteen miles below New Or- 
leans, burst her starboard boier, by which accident 
four persons were killed and a large number wound- 
ed. One boiler was thrown upwards and the greater 
mr of it lodged on the hurricane roof, and the outside 
boiler was forced over the schooner along side and lost 
in the river. 


Tires. The emperor of Russia has assumed the 
title of "defender of the Christians of the east." A 
The Christians of the west will have to get on as they 

‘can as yet without his protection. 


Tomaro Fics. As the season for the maturity of 
that valuable and favorite vegetable, the tomato, is 
at hand, the following publication for the preserva- 
n of itin a new form will prove generally accepta- 
ble: 

Hon. J. S. Skinner, Take six pounds of sugar to 
one peck (or 16 lbs.) of the iruit. Scald and remove 
the shin of the fruit in the usual way. Cook them over 
a fire, their own juice being snflicient without the ad- 
dition of water, until the sugar penetrates and they are ` 
clarified. ‘They are then taken out, spread on dishes, 
flattened and dried inthesun. A small quantity of the 
syrup should be occasionally sprinkled over them whilst 
drying; after which, pack them down in boxes, treating 
each layer with powdered sugar. The syrup is al- 
terwards concentrated and bottled for use. They 
keep well from year to year, and retain surprisingly 
their flavor, whieh is nearly that of the best quality of 
fresh figs. The pear shaped on single tomatoes answer 
the purpose best. Ordinary brown sogar may be used, 
a large portion of which is retained in the syrop. 

[Amer. Farmer. 


Sroexs have declined, U. S. bank stock has gone 
down to 11a125; Indiana bonds 56}. 


UTICA AND ScuENECTAnY RAIL ROAD. The Schenec- 
tady Reflector says—“This road commenced opera- 
tions with the month o£ August, 1536, from which time 
up to the Ist of August, 1341, making a period of five 
years. Within that ume the company’s locomotive 
engines have made about 1,870 trips across the road 
annually, or in other words, have run on an average, 
about 150,000 miles a year, and within the period of 
five years 750,000 miles. Within the same period they 
have carried 434,593 passengers over the whole length 
of their road, and 376,695 between intermediate points; 
making, in the aggregate, 811,539 passengers who 
have buen transported on. that road within five years. 
Within this five yeurs during which 811,589 passengers 
have been conveyed on that road, no aceident, (with 
but one exception, in 1336, when two passengers were 
slightly hurt), has ever occurred, hy which any pas- 
senger was injured; and no serious injury with but one 
exception, has ever occurred to any ofthe men employed 
on the enzines or train. Within the same period of 
five yeurs, during which the locornotive engines have 
made, on an average, 1,570 tripes annually, they have 
never failed to make any one trip, have never but once 
been six hours behind their time, and, with four or five 
exceplions, have never been three hours behind their 
time, although snows have covered the track three fect 
deep, and floods have carricd off and fire burnt up 
bridges. There is no line of publie conveyance on the 
face uf the globe, not even excepting the Hudson river 
steamboats, that can show a greater degree of regula- 
rity, punctuality and safety in. the EE of so 
great a number of passengers, than the Utica and She- 
neetady rail road, and certainly no rail road that can 
at all cuinpete with it. This most complete and gratify- 
ing success is owing to the care, attention and skill of 
Win. €. Young, superintendent and engineer, and of 
David Mathews, superintondent of the motive power on 
that road.” 


Wheat. <A correspondent of the New York Com- 
merel says: “The county of Niagara, I was surpris- 
ed to learo, will furnish during the present year 480,600 
to 500,000 surplus bushels of wheat, which will reulize 
half a million. ot dollars; and Lockport, with its ex- 
tensive flouring mills, will be the market for the groater 
part 
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